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THE  CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treaaary  At.  Hon.  H.  H.  AsQniTH,  M.P. 

Lord  Preeident  of  the  Council  Ru  Hon.  Lord  Twesdmocth. 

Lord  Chanoellor  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lobbbubk. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exeheqaer  Rt.  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-George,  1£.P. 

Secretaries  of  State  

Home  Department  Rt.  Hon.  Hbrbebt  J.  GLADSTONE.  M.P, 

Foreign  Affairs  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Obey,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Colonial  OfiBce  Bt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Cbewe. 

War  Offiue  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Haldane,  M.P. 

India  Office  Rt.  Hon.  Loed  Morlky. 

Firit  Lord  of  the  Admiral^  Bt.  Hon.  Reginald  McKenna,  M.P. 

Chief  Secreta^  f<ar  Ireland^  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Bibrell,  M.P. 

Lord  Privy  S«u  Most.  Hon.  Marquess  of  IUpon. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education  -Rt  Hon.  Walter  RuncihAN,  M.P. 
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The  First  Commueioner  of  Wraka— Rt.  Hon.  L.  Habcourt,  M.P. 

NOT   IN   THE  CABINET. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Office  Lord  FitzmaURICE. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office  Hebbert  SamUEL,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office  Colonel  Sbely,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  India  Office  T.  R.  BUCHANAN,  £sq.«  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  War  Office  LOBD  LUOAS. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  Geoboe  Whiteley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education — -T.  McKiNKON  WOOD,  Esq.^  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  Dr.  Macnauaba,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  H.  E.  Keablby.  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Looal  Government  Board  C.  F.  G.  MastebhaN,  Esq.,  M.P 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  C.  E.  Hobhouse,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Finandal  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  F.  D.  Acland,  Esq.,  M.F. 

(J.  A.  Pbabb,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Herbert  Lbwis,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Captain  Cecil  Norton,  M.P. 
J.  H.  Whitley,  Esq.,  M.P. 
J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  Esq.,  M.P. 

{Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  JOHN  FiBBBB. 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  C.  C  Dbcby. 
Reax^dmiral  Sir  H.  B.  Jackson. 
Rear-AdmiralF.  S.  Ihglefisld. 
Thb  Secretary  of  State  fob  War  [tn  the  Cahinety 
General  Hon.  Sir  N.  G.  Ltttelton  (Chief  of  the  General  Staff). 
General  C.  W.  H.  DouOLAg  (Adjutuit-General  to  the  Forces). 
General  Sir  W.  G.  NICHOLSON  (Quarter-Master-General  to  the  Force*). 

Army  Conncil   Major-General  C.  F.  Haddon  (Master-General  of  the  Ordnuoe). 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  fob  War. 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  thb  Wab  Office. 
Secretary.  The  Pbbuanent  Undeb  Secbbtabt  of  State  fob  Wab 
(Colonel  Sir  R  W.  D.  Wabd). 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty-  Geoboe  Lahbebt,  Esq.,  M,P. 

I^rd- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  Rt.  Hon.  the  ¥m:\  of  Aberdeen. 

Vioe-Preeident  of  the  Department  of  Agricalture  and  Technical  Instrnction  (Irelaiid>— T.  W. 

Russell,  Esq.,  M.P. 
The  Lord  Advocate  Thohas  Shaw,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Attom^-General  Sur  W.  S.  Bobson,  M.  P.  ^  , 

SoUdtoT-GenenO  SirS.  T.  Evaks,  M.P.  □  g  t.e^  byGoOglC 
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Lnd  Stemrd  Bt.  Hon.  Earl  Bbauchahp. 

Comptndlar  of  the  Hoasebold  The  Mwtor  of  EUBANK,  M.P. 

Ttmntw  of  tiie  Hoiuehold  Sir  Edwabd  STBAOHir,  Bt,  H.F. 

Lord  OtwmberUn  Rt.  Hon.  ViBooont  Althobp. 

Vioe>Ctutmbwl^  J.  M.  F.  Fulleb,  E«q.,  M.P. 

Muter  of  the  Hone  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Granasd.   

Captatn  Yeomu  of  the  Guard  Bii  Grsoe  the  Duke  of  ManchbstEB. 

I Earl  Gbanvillb. 
Lord  Hauilton  of  DalzbUm 
Lord  Acton. 
Lord  COLEBROOKE. 
Lord  SiTFFIBLD. 
Lord  Hbbsohkll. 
Lord  Fabquhab. 
^vAttp  AdnoatoXletMtal  T.  Milvaiv,  Eiq.,  K.G. 

SCOTLAND. 

Seeretaiy  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  RU  Hon.  John  SisrcLAiK. 

Lord  ffish  Constable— Earl  oi  EsBOL. 

Lord  FrWy  Seal  Manjness  of  Brkadalban^  K.0. 
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Solkitor-General  Alexaitdee  Ube,  Esq.,  K.C. 
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Controller  Lord  PiSBne. 

Lord  Cbanoellor  Lord  Justice  Walkeb. 
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Commanding  the  Foroes— Gen.  Lord  Gebhfell,  G.C.B.,  6.C.M.G. 
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gives  them  no  voice  in  the  manag^ent  of  their  own  aflairs ;  that  the 
system  is  consequently  inefficient  and  extravagantly  costly;  that  it 
does  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  any  section  of  the  population ;  that  it 
is  productive  of  universal  discontent  and  unrest,  and  is  incapable  of 
■  satisfactorily  promoting  the  material  and  intellectual  progress  of  the 
people ;  that  the  reform  of  Irish  Go^'cmment  is  a  matter  vital  to  the 
interests  of  Ireland  and  calculated  greatly  to  promote  the  well-being 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
solution  of  this  problem  ctai  only  be  attained  hy  giving  to  the  Irish 
people  the  le^nslative  and  executive  control  of  all  purely  Irish  affairs." 
— (Mr,  Jchn  Mednumd).  *  1 

Earl  Percy  (KenaingtiM,  S.)   137 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word  '  That '  in  line  1,  and 
to  insert  the  words  '  inasmuch  as  the  abandonment  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  of  its  undivided  responsibility,  both  for  legislation  and 
administration  within  the  United  Kingdom,  would  injure  the  prosperity 
...  of  Ireland  and  imperil  the  tecurity  of  Great  Britain,  this  House  is 
unalterably  opposed  to  the  creation  of  an  Irish  Parliament  with  a 
responsible  executive.' " — (Earl  Percy).  • 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 


the  Question." 

The  Chief  Sea  etary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Birrell^  Bristol,  N.)    155 

Mr.  Butcher  (Cambridge  University)    163 

Mr.  Mtutertmn  (IVed  Ham,  N.)   170 

Mr.  MidUt  (Plpnmth)    176 

Mr.  Otorge  Clark  (Belfast,  N.)                                                    ...  177 

Mr,  Barnes  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars)   187 

Mr.  Atherley- Jones  (Durham,  NJK)    194 

Captain  Donelan  (Cork,  E.)        ...       ...       ...       .,.       ...       ...  198 

Mr.  Barrie  (Londonderry,  N.)   .*    200 

Mr.  Ellis  (Nottinghamshire,  Rushcliffe)   205 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  (City  of  London)    210 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Asqaith,  Fifeshire,  E.)    222 

Mr.  T,  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)    228 


Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  334;  Xoes,  142.   (Division  List  Na  59.) 
Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Simon  (Essex,  IFalifuinistow)      .„       ...  237 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  subject  to  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.' " — (Mr.  Simon.) 

Question,  "  Thiit  those  words  be  there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  313 ;  Koes,  157.    (Division  List  No.  60.) 

Resolved,  That  the  present  system  of  Government  in  Ireland  is  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  Irish  people  and  gives  them  noyoice  in  the 
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managoment  of  their  own  nfiaini;  that  the  system  is  consequently 
inefficient  add  extravagantly  costly ;  chat  it  does  not  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  any  section  of  the  population ;  that  it  is  productive  of  universal 
discontent  and  unrest,  and  is  incapable  of  satisfactorily  promoting  the 
material  and  intellectual  progress  of  the  people  ;  that  the  reform  of  Irish 
Government  is  a  matter  vital  to  the  interests  of  Ireland  and  calculated 
greatly  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain ;  and, 
m  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  solution  of  thia  problem  can  only  be 
attained  by  giving  to  the  Irish  people  the  legislative  and  executive 
control  of  all  parmy  Irish  afiuts,  subject  to  the  supreme  anthraity  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament. 

And,  it  being  after  half-pa^t  Eleven  of  the  Clock  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  the 
Standing  Onier. 

Adjourned  at  Seven  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  TUESDAY,  Slsr  MABCH,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

TANDIMG  Order  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  complied  with  : — Local 
Government  'Ireland)  Provisicmal  Orders  (No.  1)  [h.l.]. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   245 

Ireat  Western  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — ^Reported  with  Amendments   245 

-  detropolitan  Electric  Tramwa;^  Bill  [h.l.]. — ^Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee;  with  Amendments   245 

kudenshaw  Urban  District  Oonncil  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation 

Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3%  and  passed^  and  sent  to  the  Commons    245 

Uanelly  Oas  BUI  [h.L.]. — Read  3%  and  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 

sent  to  the  Commons  245 

faff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Fishguard  and  Bosslare  Railways  and  Harbours 
Bill  [h.u]  ;  Skegness  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  North  British  and 
Mercantile  Insurance  Company  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons   245 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill ;  Dublin  and  South  Eastern 
Railway  Bill ;  Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Seaham  Harbour 
Dock  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  1%  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners    245 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &G. 

Gape  of  Oood  Hope  (Observatory). — Report  of  His  Majesty's  Astronomer...  246 

Navy  (Estimates,  1907-1908)  (Programme  of  Shinbnildinff,  Repairs, 
Maintenance,  etc.) — Statement  showing  the  probable  effect  on  the  pro- 
gramme due  to  re-appropriation  of  cash  provision,  etc  246 

Oommercial,  No.  2.  (1906).— Despatches  from  His  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Panama,  respecting  the  employment  of  British  West  Indian  labour  in  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ..-    246 

Treaty  Series,  No.  7,  (1908).— Convention  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 

Fruice  respecting  commercial  r^tiras  between  France  and  Barbados    ...  246 
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Arn^. — Oeneral  Annual  Beport  on  the  Britiah  Army. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  Table    246 

Territorial  And  Keserve  forces  Act,  1907.— Three  Orders  in  Counci]     ...  246 

Naval  and  Marine  Pay  and  Fenaions  Act,  1866.— Orders  in  Council     ...  246 

foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890. — Order  in  Council*  entitled  "  The  Northern 

iHgeria  Order  in  Council,  1906."   246 

Supreme  Oonrt  of  Judicature  Act,  1876.~Order  in  Council. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table   247 

Patent!  and  Designs  Bill  [h.l.].— Keported  from  the  Standing  Committee 

wkhout  amendment ;  and  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow  247 

Kanicipal  Representation  Bill  [h.l.}.— Seported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee vritnout  f  urtdier  amendment :  the  Beport  of  the  Amendmeota  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received  To-morrow    247 

Sunday  OlOSing  (Shops)  Bill  [H.L.]. — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  further  Amendments;  The  Keport  of  the  Amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  and  by  the  Standing  Committee  to  be  received 
oa  Thursday  next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended   247 

Army  (Annual)  Bill  [S£XX)Nd  Riuding].— Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  Bead. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Tha  Earl  of  Portsmouth)   247 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—(Ths  Earl  of  Portsmouth) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2a«  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  die  Whole 
'  House  To-morrow. 

Thb  Territorial  Force. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth    247 

The  Earl  of  PortmmUk    261 

Lord  Lovat   254 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  AgrieuUure  and  Fisheries  (Eari  CarringtM)  265 

Sunday  Opening  of  Art  Galleries. 

Lord  Newton    255 

The  Earl  of  CarlisU    258 

Lord  Demon     259 

The  MarqueBS  of  Lansdowne   ...  260 

Lord  Nevion    262 

Affairs  in  the  Island  of  Vatersay. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum   263 

Lord  Hersehell    274 

Lord  Lovat                    v..      276 

The  Marquess  of  Latudotme    278 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Tweedmouth)    284 

The  Earl  of  Jiosebery    286 

Segbktasibs  to  County  Assocutions. 

Lord  ffaversham  289 

Earl  of  Portsmouth   290 

House  adjourned  at  twen^  minutes  past  Seven  o'clock,  till 
To>morrow,  a  quarter  past  Four  o  dock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  TUESDAY,  31ST  MAECH,  1908. 

The  HoQse  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Obck. 

PRIVATE  BaL  BUSINESS. 

Hull  and  Bamsley  Bailway  BilL— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 

ttiird  time   291 

Great  Western  Railway  Superannuation  (Scheme)  BUI  [Lords]  (By 

Obdkr). — Read  a  second  time  and  committed   291 

Metropolitan  Police  Froviaional  Order  Bill.— Read  the  first  time :  to  be 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 

[BiU  182]   291 

North  Eastern  Bailway  BiU ;  Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill- 
Reported  with  Amendments;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

printed  292 

Ldcester  Oorporation  BiU. — Reported  fiom  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, witn  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  292 

Stamdino  Orders.— Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select -Gomraittee. 

Beaolutions  agreed  to   ...  292 

irds  Uld  Bangor  Bailwaya  BiU. — Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time— (TA;  Deputy-Chairman)    293 

Slonffh  Urban  Distiict  Water  BilL— -Reported  [Preamble  not  proved]; 
.   Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  293 

PETITIONS. 

nementary  Sdncation  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— Petition  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  S93 

Uitmwing  BiU. — 37  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  TaUe  293 

T.iftawi«£r  BlU.— 46  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  He  upon  the  Table    294 

■oray  Firth  (Illegal  Trawling).— Petition  for  prevention;  to  lie  upon  the 
•  Table   29 

SatooflntoxicatingljcinorsonSnnday  BilL— Petition  in  favour;  teo  lie 

upon  the  Table   ...    294 

Women's  Enfiranchisement  BUI.—  Petition  in  favour ;  to  Uo  upcm  the  Table  294 
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the  Table   :      ...      ...      ...       :::   294 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  1907.— Three  Orders  in  Council ;  to 
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HaTy  Estimates,  1907-8  (Programme  of  ShipbaUding,  Bepairg,  Hain- 
tenaace,  etc). — statement  showing  the  probable  effect  on  the  Programme 
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Question  put 

The  House  divided ;  Ayes,  307 ;  Noes,  24.    (Division  List  No.  61.) 
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sity Bducation  in  Ireland,"  presented  aoooniingly,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  &  seocnid  time  upon  Mcnday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  184]  .  403 

Thk  Fiscal  Quebtion.  ' 

Mr.  Mond  (Chester)      403 

Mr.  Bwtell  Bea  (Glowseaer)   413 

Motion  made,  and  Question  ^posed,  "  That,  in  tiie  opinion  of  th<a  House 
any  attempt  to  broaden  the  basis  of  taxation  by  placing  small  import 
dntiei  on  a  large  number  oi  urticles  ia  opposed  to  all  principles  of  sound 
finance,  wasteml  and  uneconomical  as  regards  eolluctioii,  disturbing 
and  harmful  to  industry  and  commerce,  would  tend  t  ■  ritise  ihe  price 
of  all  taxed  articles  to  consumers,  and,  in  practi<-e,  woulil  I  ad  to  the 
impositiun  of  high  tariffs  of  th  -  same  character  as  thos  in  toree  in 
protected  countries." — (Mr.  Mond.) 

Mr.  mU$  (Durham)   415 
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The  House  divided Ayes,  280;  Noes,  91.   (Division  List  No.  62.) 

Sesolred,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  any  attempt  to  broaden  the 
b  -sis  of  taxation  by  placing  small  import  du  ies  on  a  large  number  of 
articles  is  opposed  to  all  principles  of  sound  finance,  wasteful  and  un- 
economical as  regards  collection,  disturbing  and  harmful  to  industry 
and  commerce,  would  tend  to  raise  the  price  of  all  the  taxed  articles  to 
consumers,  and,  in  practice,  would  lead  to  the  imposition  of  high  tariffs 
of  the  same  character  as  those  in  force  in  protected  countries. 
Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  Eleven  o'clock. 
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Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Cost  in  Oriminal  Oases  Bill — Order  for  second  Beading  read. 

The  SeHeitor-OenenU  (Sir  Samuel  Evant,  OlamorganaHirey  Mid.)  ...  5j 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time."— (  The  SolwUor-GeneraL) 

Mr.  Ravjlinaon      ^   ...  55 

Mr.  OeorgeFaber   ...  56 

Vitecmi  Helmley   ...  56 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Standing  Committee. 

Ohildren  BiU.  -  Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [24th 
March],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Guinnesa  {Bury  St.  Edtmmds)                                                ...  56! 

Mr.  Gulland  {Dutnfriet  Bwghs)                                                 ...  5t>{ 

Mr.  Cochrane  {Arydare,  N.)                                               ...        ...  57 

Mr.  Maclean  iBaik)    57 

Mr.  Sumimberbell  {Sunderland)     ...                                    ...        ...  5ti< 

Mr.  Jiramsdon  {PortmunUh)                                                         ...  b8 

Viseaunt  Morpeth  {Birmingham)  ...                                             ...  58. 

Mr.  Bright  {Oldham)                           l   5tf6 

Sir  Henry  Craik  {GUagow  and  Aberdeen  UniverttUea)                         ...  bi' 

Mr.  L.  Hatlam  {Monmoath  Boroagiw)    SS^i 

Lord  Edmund  Taibol  {Smex,  ChinAater)    5d9 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  oommitted  to  a  Standing  Committeee. 

Explosion  {GLENAHtXRY). 

Mr.  HavUand  Burke  {King's  Comiy,  Tullamore)  590 

Mr.  Power  {ffaterjord,  E.)   599 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  interests  of  truth  and  justice  require  a  full  publio  inquiry  upon  oath 
into  alt  the  circumstances  connect(>d  with  the  ezplosicm  at  Lord 
Ashtown's  shooting  lodge  at  Olenahiery  on  I4th  August  last,  including 
the  subsequent  attempt  made  to  incite  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  coanty  of  Galway  to  commit  an  outrage  upon  Woodlawn  Church 
on  Slst  August  last.  —(ITf.  HatHand  Bum.) 

Mr.  Moore  {Armaght  Jf.)  603 

Mr.  CMes  Craig  {Antrim,  S.)  616 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  4,  after  the  word  'last,'  to  insert  the  words  'indudiitg 
the  action  of  the  police  authorities,  and  all  the  circunistanoes  connected 
with  ihe  jvepaiation,  contents,  and  circulation  of  the  police  reports 
and  of  the  statement  of  the  llth  September,  I9u7,  signed  by  District 
Inspector  Preston  relating  thereto,  and.'" — {Mr.  Moore). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  AUorney-OeneraX  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Cherry,  Limpod  Exchange)'  ...  621 
Mr,  fFaUer  long  {Dublin,  8.)   ...  623 
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Ameodment,  by  leavai  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  110 ;  Noes,  137.    (Division  L^st  No.  66.) 

Terries  (freland)  Bill.— Kead  a  second  time,  and  oommitted  to  a  Standing 

CkHDmittee     627 

Children  [Expsnsbs].^ — Committee  to  consider  of  authorisiog  the  payment  out 
of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament  of  any  expenses  incurred  under  any 
Act  of  the  present  session  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
the  Pn^eefeion  of  Children  and  Young  Persons  {King's  Recommendation 
signified),  To-morrow. — (Jfr.  y'MW.)  627 

T^OTTBRIBS  AND  Advcrtisbhknts. — Lords  Message  [26th  March],  relating  to 
the  appcnntment  of  a  Joint  Committee  on  Lotteries  and  Advertisements, 
conndered. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  Fire  Members  be  appointed  to 
join  with  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Lords  to  inquire  into  the  law : 
— (1)  as  to  lotteries,  including  the  sale  of  lottery  bonds,  competitions  for 
prizes  which  involve  an  element  of  chance,  and  advertisements  relating 
thereto ;  (2)  as  to  indecent  literature  and  pictures  and  advertisements  re- 
lating to  things  indecent  or  immoral  ;  and  to  report  what  amendments,  if 
any,  in  the  law  are  neoessary  or  desiraUe. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of: — Mr.  Beckett,  Mr. 
Herbert  Crai^  Mr.  Hastings  Duncan,  Mr.  0*Malley  and  Mr.  Henry  Jwwph 
Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith. — ( l/r.  Qtorgt 
VnUMsy)   628 

DuBUN  Steamboat  Service. — Motion  made  and  Qaestton  proposed,  "That 
the  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Mr.  Clatutf  {Dublin  Comity,  If,)   629 

Mr,  Moomof  INemif)     630 

Mr.T.M.H€dLy{La»ih,N.)    630 

The  Pottmaster  General  (tfr.  Sj/inesf  Bmion,  Tower  HamUia^  Poplar)  ...  631 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty^ine  minutes  after  Eleven  o'cloek. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS :  THURSDAY,  2nd  APRa,  1908. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
Tramways  Order  Oonflrmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Committed   633 

Bromley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill ;  Glyncorrwg  Urban  Distriot  Council  Bill ;  Lin- 
coin  Cwporation  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Ccnnmona,  read  1*,  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners     633 

Local  OoTemment  (Ireland)  Froriilml  Ordmi  (Na  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Bead 

a*  (aooording  to  Order)   633 
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Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h  l.]  ;  Bristol  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Keighley 
Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wath-upon-Dearne  Urlmn  District  Council  Gas 
Bill  [h.t,.1  ;  Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l  ] ;  Rhymney 
and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and  Water  BillfH.L.] ;  Leith  Burgh  Bill  [H.L.]  ; 
Ammanford  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Llanelly  and 
Hurry  Port  Water  Board  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint 
Water  Board  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  £arl 
of  Albemarle  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  Member  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  said-  BiUs  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Vernlam ;  read,  and  agreed  to  633 

PETITIONS. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  against. 

The  Sari  of  CampmUnon  633 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Lotteries  and  Indecent  Advertisements.— Message  from  the  Commons  that 
they  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  consist  of  Five  Members  to  join  with 
a  Committee  of  this  House  to  consider  the  sud  subject,  and  request  this 
House  to  appoint  an  equal  number  of  Lords  to  be  joined  with  the  Members 
of  their  House  634 

Trade  Reports ;  Anaual  Series.— No.  3967.  Finances  of  Denmark. 

I^sentcd  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    634 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889. — Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 

finances  of  the  University  of  Glasgow     634 

Superannuation. — Treasury  Minute. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table   634 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889.— University  Court  Ordinances  :— 
No.  24.  (Aberdeen,  No.  2)  Regulations  for  Degrees  in  Arts. 

No.  25.  (Aberdeen,  No.  3)  Begulationa  as  to  Bursaries,  etc. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  45)  635 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.] 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 
Clauses  1  to  26  agreed  to. 
Clause  27  : 

Lord  SaUoun   635 

Amendment  .moved— 

'*  In  page  18,  line  32,  after  the  word  'like,*  to  insert  the  words 
<or  being  land  used  for  drying  or  repairing  fishing  nets.'" — {Lord 

Saltmn.) 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown,   635 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to- 
Clause  27,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bemaining  Clauses  agreed  to,  and  Bill  reported  with  an  Amendment  to  the 
House  and  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  to  be  printed 
as  amended.   (Na  46.) 
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Sunday  Olosiliff  (ShopB)  Bill  [h.l.1.— Amendments  reported  (according  to 

Older) ;  and  BUI  to  be  read  3*  on  Tuesday  next   635 

PoBt  Office  Consolidation  Bill  [h.l.].  [Sscond  Bkadino.]— Order  of  the 
day  for  tho  Second  Beading  read. 

The  Earl  ofGranard   636 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'."— (n«  Earl  of  Granard.) 

On  Qaestlon,  Bill  read  2^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  nezc 

Municipal  Repreaontation  Bill  [h.1..] — Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and 

passed  ana  sent  to  the  Commons      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  636 

Oonnty  Oourts  Bill  [h.l.].   [Seoond  BEADiNa.]— Order  of  the  day  for  the 
Second  Beading  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  {Lord  ZoreJum)   636 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Lord  AskbourTie   637 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  THUESDAY,  2nd  APRIL,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Throo  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Bromley  and  Orays  Oas  Bill;  Olyncorrwg  Urban  District  Goandl  Bill; 

Lincoln  Corporation  Bill. — Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed    638 

Dover  Oravinff  Docka  Bill ;  Louth  and  East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer)  Bill ; 
IXmdalk^Qrban  District  Council  Bill. — ^Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Reports  to  lie 'on  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed   638 

Binott  End  Bailway  BilL — Reported,  with  Amendments  ^Title  amende] ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed    ...       ...  638 

Herne  Bay  Pi6r  Bill  [LoRi>s].~Beported,  without  Amendment;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time   638 

Private  Bills  (Qronp  E). — Colonel  Sbbly  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Group  E  of  Private  Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the  Com- 
mittee had  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table   638 

PETITIONS. 

Goal  Kinea  (Eight  Honrs)  (Na  2)  Bill— 2  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon 

.«.^  .the  Table   638 

Earl,  William  Robert  Albert. — Petition  for  redress  of  grievances;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  638 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  BilL— Petitions  against ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table    ,  ,  ^..^.638 
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Elementaiy  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— 2  Petitions  in  faroar ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  639 

Licensing  BilL — 45  Petitions  uninst ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  6  Petitions  for 
alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  75  Petitions  in  favour :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     639 

Licensing  Bill  and  Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  BilL— Petition 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   639 

Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  BilL— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  639 

Outdoor  Belief  Friendly  Societies  Acts,  1894  and  1901.— Petitions  for 
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Crown's  Nominee  Account. — Abstract  Account ;  tolieupcm  the  Table,  and 
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PoBT  OF  London. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.  Llayd-Oeorge^  Carnarvon 


NEW  BILLS. 


707 


Borowghi) 


Google 


,707 


Digitized  by 


xxxviu  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

A^.  2.]  Fix^t 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  improvement  and  better  lulministration  of  the  Port  of 
London ;  and  for  purposes  incidental  thereto," — (Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge) — 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mr.  Bums,  Mr. 
Buxton,  Mr.  Harcourt,  and  Mr.  Kearley. 

Fort  of  London  BilL — "  To  provide  for  the  improvement  and  better  adminis- 
tration of  the  Port  of  London;  and  for  pm^ses  incidental  thereto," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday,  13th  April,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  192.] 

Absence  of  the  Chairican  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table 
informed  the  House  of  the  unavoidable  absence,  owing  to  indisposition,  of 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  from  this  day's  sitting. 

Supply  [5th  Allottbd  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 
Cim  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1908-9. 

1.  £473,000  to  complete  the  sum  for  Revenue  Buildings. 

Sir  F.  Banbury  {Oity  of  London)  713 

Mr.  Ashley  (Lancashire,  Blackpool)     

The  First  Commissumer  of  W&rhs  (Mr.  Haramrt,  Lancashire,  Rossendale)  718 

Mr.  Stuart  WoHley  (She^ld,  Hallam)  723 

Lord  Balcarree  {Laneathire,  Chorleg)   724 

Mr.  ffarcourt   726 

Mr.  JFatt  {Glasgow,  College)   727 

Mr.  Hicks  Beach  (Gloucesterthiret  Tewhe^ury)  727 

Mr.  Cochrane  {Ayrshire,  N.)   728 

Sir  F.  BatAwy   729 

Mr.  a  E.  Price  {Edinburgh,  Central)   730 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 

£342,900,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  in  respect  of  sundry 
Public  Buildings  in  Great  Britain,  not  provided  for  on  other  Votes." 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas  (Kent,  St.  Augustine's)    731 

Sir  fFiUiam  BuU  {Hammersmith)   735 

Mr.  Harcourt    735 

Sir  C.  Schwann  {Manchester,  N.)   736 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley    737 

Mr.  Lane-Fox  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  BarkO&nAsh)   737 

Mr.  Harcourt    739 

Major  Anstru^sr-Gray  {St.  Andrews  Burghs)    740 

Mr.  C.  E.  Price    741 

Mr.  Bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs)   741 

Mr.  FeU  (Great  Yarmouth)    742 

Mr.  Harcourt 
Mr.  Hides  Beach 


Mr.  Morion 
Mr.  Cochrane 
Mr.  Harcourt 
Lord  Balcarres 
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  745 
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Mr,  Harcourt    ...    ...       ...  751 

Mr.  T.  L.  CorheU  (p<non^  N.)    751 

Mr.  Lam-Fox       ...    ...       ...       ...    751 

Sir  F.  Banbury    762 

Motion  madOf  and  Question  proposed, "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £342,400, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Serrice." — (^tr  F.  Banhiry.) 

Mr.  Sareourt    753 

Mr.  MUcheU-Tkormon  (Lanarkshire,  N.W.)    754 

Sir  F.  Bcmbury    755 

Mr.  Morton    ...       ...       ...  755 

Mr.  Fell   ...  756 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corhett   757 

Mr.  Luftm  (/^ncoZfuAttv,  Sleaford)    7S7 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  eiroeeding  £52,400 

Sicluding  a  supplementary  sum  of  £13,000),  be  granted  to  His 
ajesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day 
of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Buildings,  and  for  the  nuuntenance  of  certain  Cemeteries  Abroad." 


Mr.  Hicks  Beach   758 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £52,300, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr.  Siek$  Beach.) 

Mr.  Fell    769 

Mr.  Hareowi    761 

Mr.  Bowles  (Lamheth,  Nortvood)   762 

Mr.  Bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  ...    764 

Mr.  Morton   764 

Mr.  Harmood-Banner  {Liverpoolf  Everton)         ...       ...    766 

Mr.  Ashley   767 

Mr.  Harcourt    768 

Question  put.  i 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  28 ;  Noes,  189.    (Division  List  No.  67.) 

And,  it  being  after  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  Clock,  and  leave  having 
been  given  to  move  the  Adjournment  of  the  House  under  Standing 
Order  No.  10,  further  Proceeding  was  postponed  without  Queatitm 
pat. 

Mail  Steamers  at  Kingstown. — Motion  tor  Adjournment. 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  County,  N.)  769 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

—(Mr.  Clancy.) 

Mr.  Mooney  (Netory)    774 

The  Attorney-General  (Sir  W.  Bobaon,  SouOt  Shields}    776 

Mr.  T.  M.  HeaXy   781 

Mr.  Moore  (Armagh,  N.)   783 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeUl    790 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)    791 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sotplt. 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Question,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £52,400 
(indoding  a  sup^ementary  sum  of  £13,000),  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Cl^g^t^J»iclQ^iJ^-j^{^ 
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in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  onthe  Slat  day  of  March, 
1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  certain  Cemeteries  Abroad,"  resumed. 
Question  again  proposed. 

Svt  F.  Baiibwry   

Mr.  Soffcoati   

Mr.  Athley  

Mr.  Eees  

Sir  F.  Baabvury   

Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett  


Motion  made,  and  Question  pal^  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £62,200,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service,"— (Jfr.  T.  L.  CMeit.) 


79S 
795 
795 
796 
796 
796 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  33 ;  Noes,  190.    (Division  List  No.  68.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Fell   799 

Mr.  Oretton  (EttUimd)    799 

Mr.  Hwrcomrt    801 

Mr.  Gmlding  (Worcester)   802 

Morion  made,  and  Question  pul^  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £52,050,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr.  GouteUitg.) 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  32 ;  Noes,  188.    (Division  List  Na  69.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

And,  it  being  after  Kleven  of  the  Clock,  and  objection  being  taken  to 
further  Proceeding,  the  Chaikman  proceeded  to  interrupt  the 
Bosinesa. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Haboouet  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  more,  "  That 
the  Quesrion  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Quesrion.be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  187 ;  Noes,  32.    (Division  List  No.  70.^ 
Original  Question  put  accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

Lotteries  and  Advertisehents. — Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Lorda 
Meesage  as  relates  to  the  pUice  and  time  of  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Lotteries  and  Advertisements  be  now  considered. 

Lords  Message  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  this  House  do  meet  the  Lorda  Com- 
mittee as  proposed  by  their  Lordships. — (Mr.  WKitdey.) 

Message  to  the  Ix>rds  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

Adjonmed  at  tweuty-<»ie  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  FRIDAY.  Sbd  APRIL,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
Hnllaad  Bamaley  Bailvay  BilL— Read  a  third  time,  and  passed   809 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (Goneral  Powers)  BilL— As  amended,  considered ; 
to  be  read  a  third  time  809 
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PETITIONS. 

Children  Bill— Petition  in  faroar;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    809 

Goal  Kmes  (Eight  Honrs)  (No  2)  Bill— Petition  against;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table    809 

Coal  Uinet  (Eudit  Honrs)  (No.  2)  BilL— Petitiona  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table    809 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.— Petitions  in  faTour  j 

to  lie  upon  the  Table   809 

Housing  of  the  Working  Olasses  BilL— Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

TaHe    809 

Licensed  Premises  (Exclnsion  of  Children). — Petitions  for  legislation;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table    809 

Licensing  BilL — H  Petitions  against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   809 

Licensing  BilL — 9  Petitions  for  alterataon ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    810 

Licensing  BilL — 86  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    810 

Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  BilL— 5  Petitions  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table    810 

Bale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  BilL— 8  Petitions  in  favour  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   810 

Women's  Enflranchisement  BilL— 2  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table    810 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Trade  Beports  (Annual  Series).— Diploniatic  and  Consular  Report,  Annual 

Series,  No.  3968  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  tiie  Table    810 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Post  Office  Surveyors'  Districts     ...       ...      ...  811 

Imperial  Grant  for  Upkeep  of  Highways  ...       ...       ...    811 

Argentine  and  Natal — Supposed  Pr^erential  Tariff    811 

The  Tug  "  Rover's  "  Engines    812 

Unappointed  Learners  in  Belfast  Post  Office    812 

Irvine  Post  Office     812 

Sentence  on  Mrs.  E.  Felosi   812 

Small  Holdings    815 

Largy  National  School — ^Publican  as  Master      ...       ...    ...  814 

Kenmare  Fair  Rent  Applications   814 

Repair  to  Boat-slip  at  Roads,  Glen  dove   815 

Purchase  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  R.  Keys,  of  Crolly   815 

Aghatubrid  Estate  Dispute   81& 

Coidite  Destroyed   816 

Permanent  Staff  of  Norfolk  Ghurison  Artillery  (Militia)   81T 

SELBcnoN  (Standing  Cohmiitibs).— Sir  William  Bbaupton  Ourdon 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection ;  That  they  had  dindiarged  the 
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following  member  from  Standing  Committee  B  (in  respect  of  the  Children 
Bill) :  Sir  Maurice  Levy ;  and  t»d  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  of 
the  Children  Bill)  Mr.  Wedgwood 

Eeport  to  He  upon  the  Table   818 

Port  of  London  BilL — Ordered,  That  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills  do  examine  the  Fort  of  London  Bill,  with  respect  to  compliance  with 
the  Standing  Orders  relative  to  Private  Bills. — {Mr.  Lloyd-George)   818 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  BilL— Order  for  Second  Reading  read 

Captain  Craig  {Down,E)  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  818 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Copfoin  CnUg.) 

Mr.  John  Rednumd  (  Waterford)   830 

Tha  Chief  Secretary  far  Ireland  (Mr.  BirreU,  Bristol,  N.)    836 

Mr.  WaXier  Long  {Dublin,  S.)    840 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  {Antrim,  S.)   846 

Mr.  Summerbell  (Sunderland)      ...     '   850 

Mr.  Barrie  {Londonderry,  iV.)      ...  851 

Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  {Fermanaght  JV.)    856 

Mr.  Moore  {Armagh,  N.)"   HTiS 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :~Ayes,  36 ;  Noes,  89.   (Division  List  No.  71.) 

Coroners'  Inquests  BilL — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  Migham  {Yorkshire,  W.B.,  Sowerhy)  861 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." — {Mr.  Higham.) 

Mr.  Luke  White  {Yorkshire,  E.H.,  Biickrose)    863 

Sir  F.  Banbury  {City  of  London)   863 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departmmt  (Mr.  Herbert 

Samnel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland)         ...    ...  868 

Sir  Walter  Foster  {Derbyshire,  Ilkestm)   871 

rtscownt  Helmsley  {Torkithire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)    873 

Mr.  C.  DuTScan  (Barrouhin-Fftmess)    876 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  118 ;  Noes,  45.   (Division  List  Na  72.) 

Ballot  Act  (1872)  Amendment  (No.  2)  BilL— Order  for  Second  Beading 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." 

Captain  Craig       ...    ...       ...       ...       ...  879 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson  (Yorkshire,  E.R.,  Holdemess)  called  attention  to 

the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present. 
House  counted ;  and,  forty  Members  not  being  present — 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Four  of  tiie 
Clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  MONDAY,  6th  APRIL,  1908. 

Baron  Hotham.  —Petition  of  Frederick  William,  Baron  Hotham,  in  the  Peerage 
of  Ireland,  claiming  a  right  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peers 
for  Ireland,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  br^(»imdfir^a^ 
report  thereupon  to  the  House    Pi^'t'^edby  V^UO^lL  g^] 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  complied  with  :— 
Finchley  Urban  District  Counoil ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board ; 
Dublin  and  South-Eastera  Railway  ;  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  j  City  of 
CHasffov. 

llie  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   881 

Alliance  and  other  Assurance  and  Insurance  Companies  Bill— [h.l.]  ; 
Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].  (Petition  for 
additional  Frorision.) — Examiners'  Certificates  of  non-<iompliance  with  the 
Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Thursday 
next  881 

Bognor  Oas  Ught  and  Ctoke  Oompany  KU  [h.l.].— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments  881 

Swansea  Valley  Oas  Bill  [H.L.].~Beported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 

Amendments  881 

OardUr  Railway  Bill  [H.L.].~Read  3*.  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  881 

Hull  and  Bamsley  Railway  Bill ;  Dartford  Oas  Bill.— Brought  from  the 

Commons,  read  1*  and  re^rred  to  the  Examiners  881 

Heme  Bay  Pier  Ull  [H.L.].~Retamed  from  the  Commons  agreed  to        ...  881 

PETITIONS. 

Laud  Values  (Scotland)  KU. — Petition  in  favour  of ;  read,  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  Table   882 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c 

Education  (Scotland). — Memorandum  on  nature  study  and  the  teaching  of 

8cien<»  in  Scottish  schools   882 

Kinntown  Harbour. — Correspondence  relating  to  the  use  of  Kingstown  Har- 

Dour  by  the  vessels  of  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  882 

Irish  Mail  Service — Correspondence  relating  to  the  arrangement  made  in 
1898  for  the  acceleration  of  the  Irish  Day  Mail  Service,  and  the  revision  of 
the  same  in  the  present  year  ...    ...   882 

Trade  Reports:  Annual  Series.— No.  3968.  Belgium  (Antwerp)    882 

India  (TTse  of  Oovemment  COinrches  in  India).— Papers  reUting  to  the  ose 
for  Presbyterian  services  of  garrison  churches  in  India  which  have  been 
conaecrated  for  the  services  of  the  Church  of  England   882 

Army.— Approximate  estimate  of  expenditure  under  the  Military  Works  Acts 

of  1897,  1899,  1901,  and  1903    882 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Rules). 

Presrated  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...  882 

Oriminai  Appeal  (Rules,  1908).— Additional  rule   882 

Superannuation.- Treasury  Minutes,  dated  3rd  April    883 

GoTomment  Insurances  and  Annuitie8.~Account  of  all  moneys  received 
on  account  of  contracts  for  the  grant  of  deferred  life  annuities  and  for  pay- 


ments on  death. 


Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie- on  t^ 


Table    883 
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Lotteries  and  Indecent  Advertiaenients.— Menage  from  the  Commons 
that  they  have  ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  by  tbem  to  join  with 
the  Committee  of  this  House  to  conaider  and  inquire  into  the  law  on  the 
said  subject,  do  meet  the  Lords  Committee  in  the  Chairman  of  Committee's 
Committee  Room,  To-morrow  at  Three  o'clock,  as  proposed  by  their  Lord- 
ships   883 

Oommittee  of  Selection. — Leave  raven  to  the  Committee  ol  Selection  to 
report  from  time  to  time.  First  Report  with  an  Appendix  made,  and  to 
be  printed.    (No.  47)   883 

Standing  Committee. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection  for  the 

Standing  Committee  that  they  have  added  the  Earl  of  Stamford  to  the 
Standing  Committee.    Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    883 

The  Bbsionation  of  thb  Prime  Minister. 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  (The  Margmss  of  Ripm)   883 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme    ...    885 

Army  (Aimnal)  Bill.— Read  3%  and  passed    886 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty  nunutes  before  Fire  o'clock,  till 
Tuesday,  14th  April. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  MONDAY,  6th  APRIL.  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  .Three  of  the  Clock. 
New  Writs. 

New  Writs, — for  the  County  of  Kincardine,  in  the  room  of  John 
William  Crombie,  esquire,  deceased. — {Mr.  IVhiteley.) 

County  of  Derby  (Western  Division)  right  hon.  Victor  Christian 
William  Cavendish,  now  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  called  up  to  the  House 
of  Peera.— (5tr  Alexander  Aeiand-Hood.)   886 

PRIVATE  BaL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
Complied  with.) — Camberwell  and  other  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils 
(Superannuation^  Bill  [Lords].  Pontypridd  Water  Bill  [Lonul  Auden- 
shaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords].  Fishguard  ana  Rosslare 
Bidlways  and  Harbours  Bill  [Lords],  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords].    North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  J^ime  886 

Dartford  Qaa  Bill. — Read  a  third  time,  and  passed   886 

Heme  Bay  Pier  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 

Ammdment   886 

IhWiO^  Gosport  Gas  Bill,  Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock 

Bill,  Leeds  Corporation  Bill,  Leicester  Corporation  Bill,  Motherwell  Burgh 

Extension,  etc.,  Bill,  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill,  Wishaw  Burgh  Electricity, 
etc.,  Bill,  as  amended,  considered,  to  be  r^d  a  third  time  ...       ...       ...  886 

Interoceanic  Railway  of  Mexico  Bill  [Lords]  ;  London  County  Council 
(Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill  [Lords].  Read  a  second  time  and 
committed        ...       ...       ...       ■■.       ...       ...       ..•       ■••       ..-  887 

Khymney  Railway  Kll  [Lords].— Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed     ...  887 
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2.  Treaty  Series  (No.  8,  1908). 

3.  Treaty  Series  (No.  9,  1908). 

4.  Trade  Beports  (Miscellaneous  Series).  Copy  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  667. 

h.  Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).  Diidomatic  uid  Consular  Reports,, 
Annual  Series,  1^.  3969  and  3970. 

6.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland) 
(Departmental  Committee).  Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Irian  Forestry. 

7.  Transvaal.  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Transvaal  Indentured 
Labour  Laws  Temporary  Continuance  Act,  1907. 

8.  Local  Government  (Scotland).  Return  of  the  Areas,  Population, 
and  Valuation  of  Counties,  Burghs  and  Parishes  in  ScotUnd. 


9.  Judicial  Statistics  (England  and  Wales).  Judicial  Statistics  for 
Enghind  and  Wales,  1906. 
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10.  Royal  Observatory  (Edinburgh).    Copy  of  Ei^teentfa  Annual 
Report  of  the  Astronomer-Royal  for  Scotland. 

1 1 .  Cost  of  Living  (German  Towns).    Copy  of  Report  of  an  Inquiry  by 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Ordered}  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie  upon  the  Table  972 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Education  (Scotland)  (Ckneral  Eeporta).— General  Report  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Northern  and  Highland  Divisions  of  Scotland  for  the  year 
1907  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  973 

Xdncation  (Scotland). — Regulations  for  the  Preliminary  Education,  Training, 
and  Certification  of  Teawers  for  various  Grades  of  Schools,  1908  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  973 

University  of  St  AndreWB. — Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the  University 
Court  of  the  Universiw  of  St.  Andrews  for  1906-7  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  118]  973 

University  of  St.  Andrews.— Annual  Report  on  the  State  of  the  Finances  of 
the  University  for  the  year  1906-7 ;  to  lie  xx^xm  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed  [No.  119]   973 

Haval  Savings  Banks. — Account  presented,  of  Deposits  in  Naval  Savings 
Banks,  and  the  payments  thereof :  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  120]   973 

Life  Assnrance  Companies. — Statements  of  Accounts,  and  of  Life  Assurance 
and  Annuity  Business  and  Abstracts  of  Actuarial  Reports ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  121]  974 

Merchant  Shipping  (Blercantile  Marine  Pnnd)  Act,  1898.— Draft  Order 

in  Council ;  to  he  upon  the  Table   974 

Irish  Land  Oommission. — Return  of  Advances;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...  974 

East  India  (Loans  raised  in  England). — Return  of  all  Loans  raised  in 

Eagland ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  122]    974 

Board  of  Education. — Statement  showing  the  Cases  in  which  the  Board  of 
Education  have  received  applications  from  Local  Education  Authorities  for 
Special  Grants  for  the  buil^g  of  New  Public  Elementary  Schools  and  the 
stage  which  each  Case  had  reached  on  Slat  March,  1908 ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   974 

Board  of  Education. — Regulations  for  Secondary  Schools ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  974 

Board  of  Education. — Regulations  for  the  Preliminary  Education  of  Elemen- 
tary School  Teachers;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  975 

Horse-Breedinff  Royal  Oommission. — ^Twelfth  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission ;  tolie  upon  the  Table     975 

Greek  Loan  of  1898. — Account  presented ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    976 

Egyptian  Guaranteed  Loan  of  1886. — Account  presented ;  to  lie  upon  the 

TaWe  975 

Paper  Laid  upon  xhk  Table  by  tee  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Fond. — Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  the  Cajntal  and  Income  of  the 
Irish  Land  Purchase  Fund ;  to  be  printed.   [Na  123]      ...  ... ,  975 
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TramwayB  and  Light  Railways  (Street  and  Road).— Betum  ordered  ...  97& 

Loans  Contracted  by  Local  Authorities.-'Order  [26th  August,  1907]  for 
a  Betum  Relative  thereto  read,  and  discharged ;  and,  instead  thereof — 
Betum  ordered ...     ...  976 

Law  Ohaiges  and  Criminal  Frosecntions  (Ireland). — Betum  ordered    ...  976 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCaLATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Telegraphic  Delays  at  Cork  Post  Office     

... 

...  976 

Bristol  Telegraph  Staff  and  the  Efficiency  Bate  

... 

...  978 

Arming  of  the  "Dreadnought" 

... 

...  978 

Acting  Overseer  at  Belfast  Post  Office   

...  978 

Sick  and  Annual  Leave  of  Post  Office  Medical  Officers  

... 

...  979 

Sidaries  of  Post  Office  Medical  Officers  ...   

... 

...  979 

Duties  of  Chief  Clerk  at  Cork  Post  Office  

... 

...  979 

Subsistence  Allowance  at  Cork  Post  Office   

... 

...  981 

Overseers  performing  Operators  Work  at  Cork  Post  Offioe 

... 

...  981 

Overtime  for  Mechanic  at  Manchester  Post  Office 

...  982 

Alleged  Sweating  in  the  Post  Office  ...   

... 

...  983 

Licensing  Compensation  at  Miskin  Higher   

... 

...  983 

Mines  (Eight  Houra)  Bill  

... 

...  984 

Increased  Salaries  in  the  Irish  Agricultural  Department  

...  984 

The  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  and  the  Anglo-Bussian  Convention  ... 

...  985 

Kilpatrick  Cemetery  

...  985 

Licensing  Compensation     

...  985 

Clubs  stmck  off  the  Begister   

...  987 

Condition  of  Courtown  Harbour  

.  .  987 

Importation  of  Carcases  of  Calves  from  Holland  and  Belgium  ... 

...  987 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department  Staff  

...  988 

Auditing  of  Irish  Public  Accounts  

...  99S 

Wages  of  Government  AVorkers  in  Dublin 

...  992 

Religious  Education  of  Pauper  Children   ...       ...       ...  ... 

...  993 

Public  Health  Act,  1907— Regulations   

...  994 

Sale  of  the  Island  Farm,  Knox  Estate    995 

Economic  Holdings  at  Kilmune    996 

Sale  of  the  Begley  Estate,  Iskerlavally     ...    996 

Labourers  Act  Inquiry  at  Mullingar    997 

Nou-production  of  Vouchers  by  the  Bathminea  and  Bathgar  Urban  Council    ...  997 
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SSLHOriON    (i=iTANDING  COMMITTEES).— Sir   WiLLUU   BRAMFTON  GuBDON 

reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection ;  That  they  had  discharaed  the 
following  Members  from  Standing  Committee  B  (in  respect  of  the  Children 
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Drainage  of  the  River  Robe 
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Bill):  Mr.  Soltcitor-Geaeral,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mr.  Mond;  and  had 
appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  uf  the  Children  Bill) :  Mr.  Bramsd.on, 
Mr.  Fiennes,  and  Mr.  Percy  Barlow. 

Report  to  He  upon  the  Table   1000 

BOTAL  Assent. — Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners! 
The  Hoose  went ;  and,  being  retomed ; 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Boyal  Assent  to — 1.  Army  (Annual)  Act,  1908. 

2.  Heme  Bay  Pier  Act,  1908    1001 

AWOURNMKNT. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn 
till  Monday,  27th  April."— (il/r.  Ge&rge  WhxUley) 

Mr,  WaUtr  Long  {Dublin,  S.)   1001 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  George  fFhtteley,  York- 
shire, Jr.R.,  Pvdsey)  1002 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker  (Gravesend)   1004 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon  Boroughs)  1007 

Mr.  Forster  {Kent,  Sevenoaks)   1010 

Mr.  Pike  Pease  {Darlington)   1010 

Mr.  GretUm  {Rutland)   1011 

Sir  jr.  J.  Collins  {St.  Pancras,  W.)   1012 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  (Preston)  1013 

Mr.  Fell  (Great  Yarmouth)   lOU 

Mr.  Annan  Bryce.  {Inverness  Burghs)     ...   1014 

Mr.  Jowett  (Bradford,  W.)  1016 

Mr.  Clement  Edwards  (Denbigh  District)   1016 

Captain  Clive  (Herefordshire,  Boss)        ...  1017 

Mr,  Vemey  (Buckinghamshire,  N.)      ...  1018 

Mr.  Clynes  (Manchester,  N.E-)    —   1018 

Mr.  Crooks  (Woolwich)   1019 

Mr.  Jniliam  Abraham  (Glamorganshire,  Rhondda)   1020 

Qoestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Hfnue  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  Four  till  Monday, 
27th  April. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  MONDAY,  27th  APRIL,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quai-ter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

I^ycott  Gas  Bill ;  Gosport  Gaa  Bill ;  Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock 
BiU ;  Leeds  Corporation  Bill ;  Leicester  Corporation  Bill ;  Motherwell  Burgh 
Extension,  &q.,  BiU. — Head  the  third  time,  and  passed   1021 

Vorth  Eastern  Railway  Bill  (King's  Consent  Sionified).— Bill  read  the 

third  time  and  passed   1021 

^ihaw  Burgh  Electricity,  &c.,  Bill. — ^Read  the  third  time  and  passed  ...  1021 

Bandalk Urban  District  Council  Bill. — As  amended,  considered;  to  be 

read  the  third  time   1021 

Aadensfaaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Camberwell  and  other 
Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  (Superannuation)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Fishguard 
and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill  [Lords] ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Cor- 
poration  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  '   1021 
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Pontypridd  Water  Bill  [Lords].— Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed    ...  1021 

Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council  BiU  [Lords]  (bt  Order).— Bead  a 

second  time,  and  committed  1021 

Local  Oorenunent  Proviaional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Read  the  first  time, 
to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  193]   1021 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill.— To  be  referred  to  the 

Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  194]  ...  1022 

Edittbnrgh  Corporation  (Tramways,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation  Bill- 

read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  (under  Section  9  of  the  Act)  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday,  6th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [BiU  195]        ...  1023 

PETITIONS. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hoars)  (No.  2)  Bill. — 32  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

thel^ble   1022 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.— 2  Petitions  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  1022 

Licensing  Bill. — 23  petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1022 

Ucensittg  Bill. — 2  Petitions  for  alteration ;  to  He  upon  the  Table   1023 

Licensing  Bill. — 219  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1023 

Liqnor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  BilL — 8  Petitions  in  favour  \  to 

lie  upon  the  Table   1024 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Snnday  Bill— 3  Petitions  in  favour,  to 

lie  upon  the  Table    1024 

PABLlAUBNtART  PAPERS  (Recess).  The  following  Papers,  presented  by  Com- 
mand of  His  Majesty  during  the  Easter  Bcttess,  were  delivered  to  the 
Librarian  of  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  Recess,  pursuant  to  the 
Standing  Order  of  14th  August,  1896  :— 

Army  (Militia  Units). — 

Cancer  Research  (Colonies). — Further  Correspondence. 

Education  (Scotland). — Regulations  as  to  Grants  to  Secondary  Schools 
in  Scotiand,  1908. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  1908. — ^Preliminary  Draft  of  the  Articles  of  a 
Charter  for  the  University  to  have  its  seat  in  Belfast. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  1908. — Preliminary  Draft  of  the  Articles  of  a 
Charter  for  the  University  to  have  its  seat  in  Dublin. 

Mines  and  Quarries. — Copy  of  Reports  of  His  Majesty's  Inspectors  of 
Mines. 

Cyprus. — Copy  of  Correspondence  relating  to  the  afiairs  of  Cyprus. 
Irish  Land  Commisraon  (Proceedings). 

Prisons  (Scotland). — Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Commis- 
sioners for  Scotland. 

Treaty  Series  (No.  10,  19081 — Agreement  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  France  respecting  Death  Duties. 

Trade  Report  (Annual  Series). — Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports, 

Annual  Series,  Nos.  3972-3974,  and  3977. 

Miscellaneous,  Na  3  (1908). — Correspondence  with  His  Majesty's 
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Ambassador  at  Berlin  respecting  a  Declaration  by  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain,  Denmark,  France,  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  Sweden 
OQ  the  subject  of  the  maintenance  of  the  itaim  quo  in  the  territories  border- 
ing upon  the  North  Sea. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  he  upon  the  Table  1024 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  Ac. 

laod  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  Notices).— Return  of  Eviction ;  to 
he  upon  the  Table   1025 

Intennediate  Education  (Ireland).— Report  of  the  Intermediate  Education 
Board  for  Ireland ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1025 

Brai.VESSOF  THE  House. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table: — Manual  of 
Procedure  in  the  Public  Business  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1908  [2nd 
edition]  102fi 

Ntw  Writ. — New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Wolverhampton  (East  Division),  in 
the  room  of  the  right  bon.  Sir  Henry  Hartley  Fowler,  G.C.S.J.  (Chiltem 
Hundreds).— (JMr.  fFhUeley)  1026 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Imprisonment  at  St.  Petersburg  of  Mr.  TehayakoTOky  

 1026 

Railway  Crossing  at  Garryduff   

 1027 

Archer  Street  Post  Office,  W  

 1027 

Transmiasion  of  Press  Telegrams   ...   

 1028 

Ireland  and  the  Sugar  Duty   

 1029 

Dog  Dealers  and  Doig  Licences   

 1029 

Friendly  Societies  and  Income-tax   

 1029 

Suggested  Tax  on  Traction  Engines   

 1030 

He  Duke  of  York's  School  

 1030 

Standard  for  Preservatives  in  Food   

 1031 

Mortality  in  the  Licensed  Victuallers'  Trade   

 1032 

Thb  Late  Prime  Minister. 

The  Prime  Minuter  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  AsquUh, 

Fifeshire,  E-)  1033 

Mr,  Akers  Douglas  {Kent,  St.  Augustine's)   1036 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn." 

— (Mr.  Asquith) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  {Liverpool,  Scotland)   1038 

Sir  Alfred  Thomas  {Glamorganshire,  E.)  1039 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  {Durham,  Barnard  Cattle)   1039 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjouni." — {Mr.  AsquUh.) 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  twenty-seven  minutes  after  Three 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  TUESDAY,  28th  APRU^  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 
Xlv  Writ. — ^New  Writ  for  the  Montrose  District  of  Burghs,  in  the  room  of  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Morley,  O.M.  (Manor  of  Northstead).- (^r.  ff^i'e^yr^Afp- 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Order  65  compued  with).— Argentine 
North-Eastern  Bailway  Bill  [Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  1041 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  prbviouslt  inquired  into 
COMPMED  WITH.) — St.  Marylebone  Borough  Council  (Superannoation)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [LordsJ ;  Argentine  North-Eastern  Railway 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Skegness  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]. 

Orderod,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time   1041 

Blaydon  «id  Byttm  Water  Transfer  (BiU)  (Kino's  Consent  Signified).— 

Bill  read  the  third  time; -and  passed   1041 

Knott  End  Railway  BiU ;  Louth  and  East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer)  Bill.— 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed       ...       ...    ...       ...  1041 

North  British  and  HercantUe  Insurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]  (by 

Order). — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed   ...  1042 

Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society  Bill  [Lords]  (bt  Ordbr).— Read  a 

second  time,  and  committed  1042 

PETITIONS. 

Aldermen  (Borough  Elections). — Petition  for  alteration  of  law ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table   1042 

Children  Bill — Petition  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1042 

Children  BilL~3  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1042 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill.— 3  Petitions  against;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table   1042 

Goal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill— 117  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table    "...  1042 

Dairies  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1043 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.— Petition  against ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table   1043 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill- 10  Petitions  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table    1043 

Home  Work  Regulation  Bill — Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...  1043 

Housingi  Town  Planninff,  etc..  BiU. — ^Petition  in  favour;  tolieupontiie 

Tible   1043 

In&nt  Lifts  Protection  Bill. — ^Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  npon  the  Table    ...  1043 

Licensed  Premises  (Election  Days)  Closing  Bill- Petition  against :  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   ...  1043 

Licensed  Premises  (Exdosion  of  Children).— Petition  for  legislation ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table   1043 

Licensing  Bill. — 91  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1043 

Licensing  Bill. — 8  Petiiiona  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1044 

Licensing  Bill.— 837  Petitions  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1044 

Licensing  Bill  and  Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  Bill.— 

Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    .i.  1047 
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Idqaor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  BiU. — 33  Petition!  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        ■••  1047 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  BiU. — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table   1047 

Public  Health  Act  (1876)  Amendment  (Watet-  Kiffhts)  Bill— Petition  in 

favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1047 

Public  Health  Officers  Bill — Petition  ia  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...  1017 

Publlc-Hooses  (Exclusion  of  Children)  (Scotland)  BilL— Petition  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  I04& 

EKTURNS,  REPOKTS,  &a 

Bankmptcy  Act  1883  (Proceedings) -—Account  presented,  showing  the 
Receipts  and  Expenditure  on  account  of  Bankruptcy  Proceedings ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed   [Na  124]   104& 

Companies  (Winding-up)  Act,  1890. — Account  presented,  showing  Keceipta 
and  Expenditure  on  account  of  Proceedings ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Na  125]    ...      -  1048 

Arklow  Harbour. — ^Report  of  the  Arklow  Harbour  Commissioners ;  to  lio 

upon  the  Table   1048- 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  1907.— Begulations  made  by  the  Treasury 

under  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Irehuid)  Act,  1907  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1048 

Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Act,  1907.— Act  of  Sederunt  anenb  Procedure  iv 

Appeals;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...       ...       ...       ...   1048 

Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Act,  1907.— Act  of  Sederunt  regulating  the  Fees  of 

Agents  and  others  in  uie  Sheriff  Court ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1048 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Diplomatic  and  Consular  Report,  Annual 

Series,  No.  3971  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1043 

Irish  Land  Commission. — ^Return  of  Advances,  made  under  the  Irish  Land 
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(Central  Division). 

Henry  William  Edmond  Petty-Fitzmaurice,  esquire,  commonly  called 
Earl  of  Kerry,  for  County  of  Derby  (Western  Division)  1105 

NEW  BILLS. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  (Markets)  Bill— To  ba  read  a  second 

time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  196]   1106 

Engines  and  Boilers  (Persons  in  Charge)  (Ro.  2)  Bill.— To  be  read  a 

second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  196]   1106 

New-Bom  Children  (Protection)  Bill — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  199]     ...   1106 

Home  Work  BilL — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 

printed.    [Bill  200]   1106 

Army  Council  Bill.— To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 

printed.    [Bill  197]   1106 

Daylight  Saving  BUI. — The  Select  Committee  on  the  Daylight  Saving  Bill 
was  nominated  of :  Mr.  Harrison-Broadley,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Hutton,  Sir 
Walter  Nugent,  Mr.  Robert  Pearce,  Captain  Pirie,  Colonel  Philipps,  Mr. 
Thomas  Frederick  Bichards,  and  Sir  Edward  Sassoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  CJommittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  b-j  the  quorum. — (Afr.  Wkiteley)  «.  1106 

Licensing  Bill. — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  frime  Minuter  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr,  Asquiih, 

Fifeshirc,  E.)   1107 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  Cave  {Sarrei/,  Kingston)       1117 

Mr.  Eveli/n  Cecil  {Aston  Manor)  1136 

Amendment  proposed : — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That '  to  the  end  of  the  question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words,  *  this  House  declines  to  proceed  further 
with  a  measure  which,  while  failing  to  promote  the  cause  of  tempeianeei 
violates  the  principles  of  equity.'" — (Air.  Cave.) 
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Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr, 
Long) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Sommaiy  Jurisdiction  (Ireluid)  BUI — Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Standing  Committee   122i 

Sdsiness  OF. XHE  House. — Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the 
House  do  now  adjoom." — {Mr.  Oeorge  Whiteley.) 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  fourteen  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  29th  APRIL,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
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to  be  referred  to  the  fisaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  201 1    1225 
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the  Table-        ...   1226 

Goal IGnes  (Eight "Hours)  (No.  2)  BiU. — 167  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table   ...  1226 
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New  Members  Swokm. 

William  Joynaon-Hicks,  esquire,  for  Borough  of  Manchester  (Norfeh- 
West  DiTision). 

Captain  the  hon.  Arthur  Cecil  Murray,  County  of  Kincardine       ...  1367 

PuBUO  PSTITIONS  CouHiTTBK.— Socoud  Beport  brought  up,  and  read ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed   1267 

NEW  BILLS. 

Whaling  Stations. 

Mr.  Cafhcart  fKasoa  (Orkney  and  Hiidlaiid)   1267 

Question  That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the 
cloaing  of  existing  whaling  stations  during  the  summer  herring  fishing, 
and  to  prohibit  whaling  stations  being  established  in  the  future  on  any 

gH-t  of  the  shores  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland," — put  and  agreed  to. 
ill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason,  Mr.  Gwynn, 
Mr.  Leicester  Harrosworth,  Dr.  Ambrose,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  O'Malley, 
Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Hugh  Law,  Mr.  John  Sutherland,  and  Mr.  Ainsworth. 

Whaling  Stations  Bill. — "To  provide  fur  the  closing  of  existing  whaling 
stations  during  the  summer  herring  fishing  and  to  prohibit  whaling  stations 
being  established  in  the  future  on  any  part  of  the  shores  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  13th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  205.] 

Licensins^  Bill. — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment 
to  Question  [2tjth  April],  "  That  the  Bill  be  novr  read  a  second  time." 

Which  Amendment  was, 

"To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words,  *  this  House  declines  to  proceed  fiu"ther  with 
a  measure  which,  while  failing  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance, 
violates  the  principles  of  equity  ' " — {Mr.  C'ate)— instead  thereof. 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  mater  Lang  (Dublin,  S.)   1270 

The  Sulieitor-Gcneral  (Sir  Samuel  Juvum,  Glaimrganshire^  Mul.)         ...  12N4 

Mr.  F.  E.  Smith  (Liva-pool,  Walton)   1297 

Mr.  A,  E.  ly.  Mason  (Coventry)  1309 

Mr.  James  Parker  (Halifax)   1316 

Mr.  JFhUhread  (HwUingdonskire,  Huniingdm)  ...   1319 

Mf.  Cameron  Corbett  (Glanguw,  Tradeston)   1329 

Mr.  Gwrge  Faher  (York)  1333 

And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  Clock,  further  proceeding  was 
postponed  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  Standing  Ordor  No.  4. 

East  India  (Education). 

Mr.  Laitllaw  (Henfrcwskirc,  E.)   1338 

Mr.  Jlarl-Davies  (Haclmei/,  N.)   1343 

Mr.  Keir  llurdie  (Mertfiyr  Tydvil)    1347 

Mr.  Hees  (Montgomery  Boroughf))  ...   1360 

Sir  J.{Jardine  (BaOurghshire)    ...       ...  1368 
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Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

msing  BilL— Postponed  Proceeding  on  Amendment  to  Qnestion  [28th 
Apnlj,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"  resumed. 
Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  he  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the  Clocks  imd  objection  being  taken  to  further 
Froceeaing,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  two  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  SOrn  APRIL,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clook. 

Xew  Writ.— New  Writ  for  the  County  of  Salop  (Northern  of  Newport 
Division),  in  the  room  of  Colonel  the  Right  Hon.  William  Slanoy  Kenyon- 
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NEW  BILLS. 

Edncatioii  (OonsoUdation  and  Amendment)  Bill— To  bo  read  a  second 

time  upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  206]  1417 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901)  Amendment  Bill.— To  be  read  a  second 
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favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1532 
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time."— (5ir  Ckurles  DiUx.) 

The  Secretary  of  StaU  for  the  Home  Depairtmmt  {Mr.  QladsUme^  Leeds,  W.)  1543 

Mr.  H.  H.  Marks  {Kent,  Tkanet)  1550 

Sir  Fronds  Powell  {Wigan)   1566 

Amendment  proposed — 


*'  To  leave  out  the  word  '  uov '  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 


IxxU  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Ma/y  4.]  Page 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mt.  SummerbeU  (Sunderland)    1561 
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Mr.  Seott  (AsMonrunder-Lyne)    1572 

Sw  F.  Cowley  (Lancashire,  Prestvnd)    1573 

Mr.  Fell  (Great  Yarmouth)    157-1 

Mr,  Seddon  (Lancashire,  Newton)   1576 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  (Preston)   1581 
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Mr.  Cochrane  {AyrshirCt  N.)    1600 


Sir  Charles  Dilke  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  '*  That  the 

Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Uonse  divided Ayes,  197 ;  Noes  48.   (Division  List  No.  73). 

Qnestioa  put  ac<K>rdingly,  '*That  the  word  'now'  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  House  divided     Ayes,  190 ;  Noes  45.    (Division  List  No.  74). 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.    Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House." — (Mr.  Herbert  Sanmel). 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  139 ;  Noes,  23.    (Division  List  No.  76). 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next. 

Intoxicating  Liquor  Licences  (England  and  Wales)  (Transfers.)— Address 
for  "Return  relating  to  the  transfer  of  Licences  for  the  sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquor  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises  in  England  and  Wales,  showing  for 
every  licensing  district  the  number  of  applications  imder  Section  4  and 
Section  14  of  the  Alehouses  Act,  1828,  granted  in  respeetof  fuller  Alehouse 
Licences  and  of  other  On-Licences  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1907 ;  and,  in  cases  where  the  same  licence  was  so  b'ansf erred 
more  than  once  during  that  period,  the  number  of  times  any  licence  was  so 
tt&nsieTTed."— {Mr.  Charles  Roberts)  1611 

Selection  (Standing  Committees)— Sir  William  Brampton  Gubdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  :  That  they  had  discharged  the 
zoUowing  Members  from  Standing  Committee  A  (in  respect  of  the  Summary 
Juriadiotion  (Ireland)  BUI) :  Mr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Secretary  Glad- 
stone} and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
req>ect  of  the  Summaiy  Jorisdiotion  (Ireland)  Bill :  Mr.  Birrdl,  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1612 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put, 
pursuant  to  Standing  Order  No.  3. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday  next 
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For  Burgh  of  Dundee,  in  the  room  of  Eight  hon.  Edmund  Robertson. 
K.C.  (Chiltern  Hundreds).— (Jl/f.  Whiteley.) 

Stirling  district  of  burghs.  Bight  hon.  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Banuerman, 
G.C.B.,  decea8ed.-(Jlfr.  Wkitehy)   tgtzeabyGeOgle"  ^613 
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Public  Accounts  Committee. 
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Which  Amendment  was — 
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with  a  measure  which,  while  failing  to  promote  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance, violates  the  principles  of  equity.' " — {Mr.  Cave) — instead  thereof. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question.'' 

Mr.  Chaplin  {Surrey,  fFimbledon)   1676 
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Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  (Durham,  Barnard  CaeUe)   1755 
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The  Prime  Minitter  and  First  Lord  of  ihe  Treasury  (Mr.  Asquith, 

Fifeshire,  B.)  1778 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  397 ;  Noes,  147.   (DiTision  List  No,  76.) 
Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided ,— Ayes,  394 ;  Noes,  148.   (Division  List  No.  76.) 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next — 
{Mr.  Asquiih.) 

Harried  Women's  Property  BiU. — Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Staoding  Committee  1797 

Monument  to  Sir  Hsnrt  Campbell-Ban nbrman. — Committee  to  consider 
an  humble  Address  to  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  praying  that  His 
Majesty  will  give  directions  that  a  Monument  be  erected  at  the  Public 
Charge  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Peter's,  Westminster,  to  the  memory 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  (King's  Beconunenda- 
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And  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Questiou  put,  pursuant  to 
Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock.  ,^^,^\r> 
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HIS  MAJESTY  KING  EDWARD  VII. 


I. 


FIFTH  VOLUME  OF  SESSION  1908. 


HOUSE    OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  30th  March,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
Ahs  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
'  ments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficates from  the  Examiners  that  the 
foither  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with : — Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint 
Water  Board ;  Derby  (Jas ;  Stockport 
Corporation ;   Bochdale  Corporation. 

The  same  vere  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

City  of  Glasgow  Bill. — Brought  from 
the  Commons,  read  1%  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TURKEir,  KO.  1  (1908). 
Farther  correspondence  respecting  pro- 
po»U  by  His  Majesty's  Government  for 
reforms  in  Ifacedonia. 

VOL.  CLXXXVIL  [Fourth  Series.] 


RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TBAFEIC  ACXS, 
1854-1894. 

Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  with 
Appendix. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS  (SCOTLAND). 
Return  showing  the  housing  conditions 
of  the  population  of  Scotland. 

BIRTHS,   HABRIAOES.   AND  DEATHS, 
AND  VACONATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Fifty-third   Annual   Report  of  the 

Registrar-General  for  Scotland,  for  the 

year  1907,  and  Forty-third  Annual 
Report  on  Vaccination. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (IRELAND). 
Returns  for  the  year  1906-1907. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

COURT  OF  PR0B.4TE  DIVISION  (HIGH 
COURT  OF  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)). 

Annual  account  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, for  the  year  ended  31st 
DH»mber,  1907. 
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{LORDS}       (England  and  Wales)  BUI 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Closmg  order  made  by  the  urban 
district  council  of  Donaghadee. 

Laid  before  the  Hoiue  (pnrsaant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  IAib  TaUe. 


ELEHENTABT  EDUCATIOir  (ENGLAND 
'  ^  AND  WALES)  BILL  [H.I.]. 

[SsooND  Reading]. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

The  lord  BISHOP  op  St.  ASAPH  : 
My  Lords,  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  which  stands  in  my  name 
I  desire  briefly  to  make  clear  my  position 
and  purpose  in  this  matter.  I  am 
solely  responsible  for  this  Bill.  I  pledge 
and  am  pledged  to  no  one,  and  I  com- 
promise no  one  in  this  or  in  any  other 
place.  The  Bill>  therefore,  comes  before 
your  Lordships  with  nothing  and  nobody 
to  recommend  it  but  its  own  provisions. 
Those  provisions  are  largely  embodied  in 
a  Bill  which  your  Lordships  read  a 
second  time  without  a  division  in  1904, 
That  Bill  was  welcomed  by  Lord  Tweed- 
month,  speaking  then  in  the  absence 
of  liord  Spencer,  as  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position.  The  noble  Lord  said — 

**  He  wckomed  the  Bill  as  a  mesuee  of 
peace,  and  he  hoped  that  later  on  it  miffht  he 
possible  to  expanid  it  into  a  concordat." 

I  venture  to  think,  my  Lords,  that  th^ 
moment  for  attempting  such  an '  ex- 
pansion has  at  last  arrived.  One  of 
the  main  features  in  the  Bill  of  1904,  was, 
what  for  brevity  I  will  call,  the  parental 
solution  of  the  religious  problem.  Dur- 
ing the  last  four  years  a  complete  dis- 
covery has  been  made  of  the  fact  that 
the  children  in  our  elementary  schools 
not  only  have  parents,  but  that  those 
parents  have  as  much  right  and  claim  to 
determine  Uie  religion  tau^t  to  their 
children  as  any  other  parent  in  the  land. 

The  present  moment  seems  oppor- 
tune lor  another  reason.  Unless  I  am 
gravely  mistaken,  the  country  is  weary 
of  this  prolonged  controversy,  and  reason- 
able and  moderate  men  are  eager  for  a 
settlement  and  feel  that  the  time  has  come 
to  bring  about  the  composing  of  this 
conflict  of  claims.  But  if  there  is  to 
be  a  settlement  that  settlement  must 


be  a  concordat,  the  virtue  Of  which 
lies  in  the  fact  that,  unlike  a  victory 
or  defeat,  it  avoids  the  humiliation 
of  either  side  and  the  bitterness  which 
would  ensue  from  such  humiliation. 
But  neither  the  hopes  of  the  past  nor 
the  present  sense  of  weariness  have 
chiefly  impelled  me  to  undertake  tho 
task  of  presenting  this  Bill  before  your 
Lordships'  House.  I  come  from  a  dio- 
cese where  there  are  a  large  number  of 
voluntary  schools.  In  my  own  coimty 
voluntary  schools  are  in  an  overwhelmii^ 
majority.  The  spectacle  of  the  educa- 
tional cQscord  constantly  before  my  eyes 
supplies  my  main  and  sustaining  motive 
in  bringing  this  matter  before  your  Lord- 
ships' House. 

Let  me  illustrate  our  present  condition 
from  the  playground.  In  the  early  days 
of  Rugby  football  I  once  saw  a  great 
match  in  which  both  sides  were  fiercely 
hacking  each  other  while  the  football  lay 
many  yards  away  untouched  and  un- 
heeded. And  this  is  what  is  happening 
in  Wales  to-day.  The  real  business  of 
education  is  being  n^lected,  and  those 
who  ought  to  be  engaged  in  its  promotion 
are  concentrating  their  enemies  upon  a 
contemptible  and  squalid  endeavour  to 
persecute,  to  irritate,  and  to  hamper. 
You  have  already  had  in  this  House 
abundant  specimens  of  this  sordid  strife. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  one  who  really 
cares  for  the  true  interests  of  education 
can  view  with  anything  but  the  deepest 
humiliation  the  progress  of  this  game  in 
which  tile  children  are  treated  as  pawns. 

For  my  purpose  to-day  a  retrospect 
which  shall  be  made  as  brief  as  possible 
seems  necessary.  Up  to  1870,  the  B3r8tem 
of  elementary  education  in  this  country 
WM  voluntary.  The  Church  was  the  first 
to  take  this  great  work  in  hand.  The 
State  btepped  in  later  when  the  working- 
man,  armed  with  a  vote,  became  an 
object  of  political  interest.  These  thinps 
are  quoted  as  reminiscences.  They  would 
be  arguments  if  gratitude  were  a  political 
asset.  The  Act  of  1870  was  avowedly 
supplementary  in  character.  The  Act 
of  1902  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  the 
establishment  of  a  national  system  of 
education.  That  Act  did  not  claim 
finality,  which  probably  belongs  only  te 
destructive  legislation.  But  I  believe 
that  the  verdict^of^histtg^^^that 


9      Mmaiianf  Education      {SO  Makoh  1908} 

that  Act  was  one  of  the  greatest  edoca- 
tional  measuies  ever  placed  on  the 
Statute  Book  of  this  country.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  that  Act  rendered  the 
long  continuance  of  the  dual  system 
vlifficnlt,  if  not  impossible.  It  has  always 
been  a  marvel  to  me  that  the  opponents  of 
that  system  welcomed  the  Act  with  so 
little  gratitude.  No  doubt  that  Act, 
while  subverting  tlie  dual  system,  did  not 
remove  all  possible  grievances. 

The  Bill  which  I  introduced  in  1904 
grew  out  of  an  attempt  which  was  made 
in  North  Wales  by  representatives  of  both 
sides  to  adopt  a  concordat  which  would 
have  removed  all  alleged  greivances. 
The  terms  of  that  attempted  concordat 
were  that  in  all  the  schoob  in  the  area 
concomed  there  ^ould  be  a  general 
syllabus  of  religious  instruction  on  the 
lines  of  the  London  School  Board  syllabus 
taught  from  9  to  9.45  a.m.  on  four  days 
in  the  week  in  provided  schools  and  on 
three  days  a  week  in  the  non-provided 
schools ;  that  there  should  be  facilities 
in  provided  schools  for  unrestricted  re- 
ligions teaching  to  the  children  of  those 
parents  who  desired  it  on  one  day,  that 
'>n  two  days  a  week  there  should  be 
facilities  given  in  the  non-pro  vided  schooh 
inr  unrestricted  religious  teaching,  and 
that  there  should  be  an  annual  examina- 
tion in  religious  knowledfre.  It  was  also 
agreed  upon,  as  an  experiment,  that  the 
teachers  might,  if  wiUinft,  give  the  un- 
restricted religions  teaching  in  provided 
.18  well  as  non-provided  schools.  The 
<-onference  at  which  these  terms  were  dis- 
cussed was  presided  over  by  Sir  Francis 
Gdwards,  and  the  terms  quoted  were 
agreed  to  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.  The 
concordat  fell  through,  not  from  any 
misgiving  as  to  the  sincerity  of  those  who 
ofi«red  those  terms,  but  for  what  I  con- 
sidered the  insuperable  objection  that 
the  concordat  ladced  legal  sanction  and 
legal  security.  It  was  in  order  to  gain 
this  sanction  and  security  that  I  iutro- 
•  iuced  the  Bill  in  1904,  which  your  Lord- 
ships read  a  second  time.  The  experi- 
■■nce  of  the  last  four  years  has  only 
-■trengthened  the  conviction  I  .then  felt 
fhat  if  the  Bill  had  passed  it  would  have 
tmded  the  troubles  which  have  since  then 
liami>ered  our  educational  progress.  For 
these  reasons  I  have  ventured  once  more 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  Bill 
which  embodies  that  solution. 
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The  Bill  accepts,  without  qualification, 
public  control  and  the  aboUtion  of  tests 
as  conditions  of  recognition.  In  passing, 
let  me  say  that  I  much  wish  that  a  larger 
measure  of  public  control  had  been 
delegated  to  the  locaHties  interested  in 
each  school.  One  of  the  results  of  the  Act 
of  1902  has  been  to  dry  up,  in  the  case 
of  provided  and  non-provided  schooh 
alike,  local  interest,  and  to  concentrate 
aU  personid  interest  in  and  contact 
with  the  individual  school  in  the  paid 
officials  of  the  county  authority.  This 
is  not  a  party  question,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  fact  itself  reveals  a 
detriment  to  education.  Coming  to  the 
question  of  tests,  the  Bill  accepts  their 
unqualified  abolition.  The  country  is- 
now  familiar  with  the  arguments  on  this 
question,  and  it  has  clearly  shown  its 
unwillingness  to  impose  a  reUgious  test 
for  those  who  are  now  in  t^e  great 
majority  of  cases  civil  servants. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  this  question 
to  which  I  desire  to  addreess  myself. 
It  is  urged,  with  xmanswerable  force,  that 
the  teacher  who  is  to  give  reUgioua  in- 
struction must  believe  in  what  he  teaches. 
Is  a  legal  test  the  only  or  even  the  best 
way  of  securing  tiiis  ?  Surely  history, 
for  example  the  history  of  our  own  Uni- 
versities, shows  how  friable  these  legal 
tests  were,  and  how  often,  instead  of 
being  a  security  for  belief,  they  proved 
a  stimulous  to  insincerity.  There  is  only 
one  test  which  is  worth  anything  in  these 
matters.  That  test  is  the  honour  of  the 
teacher  himself.  If  a  teacher  of  his  own 
free  will  signifies  formally  that  he  desires 
to  give  religious  instruction  yon  have  the 
best  security  for  sincerity  which  any 
honest  man  can  give  you.  If  you  are 
dealing  with  a  dishonest  man,  all  tests 
and  engagements  are  equally  worth- 
less. But  this  Bill  asks  for  the  tmqualified 
abolition  of  tests.  As  I  shall  endeavour 
to  prove  later,  that  abolition  is  not  un- 
qualified if  you  tell  the  teacher  at  one 
moment  that  he  is  not  of  necessity 
obliged  to  give  any  religious  instruction 
and  then  the  next  moment  tell  him  that 
even  if  he  wishes  to  do  so  he  is  obliged 
not  to  give  one  type  of  religious  ins  true* 
tion.  - 


I  now  come  to  one  ot  the  essential 
points  in  the  Bill.   I  have  shown  that 
it  establishes  universal  coundl -sdi^W 
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I  venture  to  submit  that  you  can- 
)iot   have  universal  rel^ous  freedom 

in  these  council  schools  unless  you  also 
establish  the  right  of  universal  facilities. 
Personally  I  regard  the  granting  of 
general  facilities  as  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  any  permanent  settlement. 
Your  Lordships  will  remember  that  in 
the  Bill  of  1906  a  miserly  dole  of 
facilities  was  attempted.  When  Mr. 
Birrell  came  to  expound  that  part  of 
his  Bill  it  struck  me  that  he  was  all  the 
time  thinking  of  some  other  and  more 
perfect  arrangement  which  provided  uni- 
versal facilities,  and  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  when  Mr.  Birrell  reached  the 
House  of  Commons  he  discovered  that 
he  had  put  the  wrong  Bill  in  his  pocket 
by  mistake. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  of  universal 
facilities  I  start  with  two  propositions 
which  I  believe  will  command  almost 
oniversal  acceptance.  This  country  is 
resolved  that  religious  instruction  shall 
be  given  in  its  elementary  schools.  If 
religious  instruction  is  to  be  given  in 
our  schools,  clearly  it  must  be  real  and 
substantial,  and  not  less  iionoured  or 
cared  for  than  any  other  part  of  the 
instruction  given.  I  think  it  can  be 
shown  that  for  carrying  out  these  two 
principles  facilities  are  indispensable. 
The  history  of  the  last  thirty-eight  years 
fortifies  that  statement.  Let  me  briefly 
recapitulate.  In  1870,  the  Nonconfor- 
mists in  England  generally,  and  in  Wales 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  looked  with 
favouring  eyes  on  a  secular  system.  Mr. 
Foster,  in  Iub  speech  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing, quoted  a  resolution  from  Noncon* 
foimist  ministers  in  Wales  in  which  they 
demanded  that  any  system  of  national 
education  should  be  made  secular  and 
compulsory.  What  happened  in  Wales 
universally  and  in  England  generally 
is  a  parable  written  for  our  learning. 
In  Wales  the  school  boards  began  by  be- 
ing secular.  But  the  example  and  the 
fdt  influence  of  the  religious  instruction 
given  in  the  Church  schools,  slowly  but 
surely  induced  the  Nonconiomusts  to 
recant  this  error.  I  admit  the  process 
has  been  slow.  At  first  religious  in- 
struction in  our  board  schools  be^n, 
and  still  in  many  places  continues,  to 
consist  of  Bible  reading  without  note  or 
comment.   I  speak  from  personal  know- 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Aae^ 


ledge.  The  whole  school  were  assembled 
whUe  the  teacher  read  out  four  or  five 
verses  of  the  Bible  to  a  listless  and  un- 
attending crowd  of  children.  Such  a 
sham  is  as  bad  for  the  teacher  as  it  is 
for  the  children. 

Now,  I  am  continually  asked,  not  only 
by  Nonconformists,  but  by  Churchmen 
also,  Why  are  you  not  satisfied  with 
simple  Bible  teaching  1    My  reply  is 
that  I  desire  it  to  be  simple,  and  I  desire 
it  to  be  t«aching.    The  real  question  at 
issue  when  you  get  down  to  the  bed- 
rock of  this  controversy  is  this.  Are 
you  going  to  be  satisfied  with  a  make- 
believe  religious  instruction  which  will 
meet  a  passing  sentiment  and  soon  dis- 
appear altogeUier  from  your  schools,  or 
are  you  going  securely  to  safeguard  that 
instruction  so  that  it  may  form  a  real, 
soimd,  and  solid  foundation  upon  which 
the  character  of  your  children  may  be 
built  up  in  Christian  principles  1  The 
voluntary  schools,  if  they  have  done 
nothing  else,  have  rendered  this  mighty 
service  to  the  country,  that  they  nave 
been  mainly  instrumental  in  driving 
secularism  out  of  our  Board  schools. 
They  have  been  our  safeguard  in  the 
past.    Universal  faciUties  will  be  our 
safeguard  in  the  future.    If  the  religious 
instruction  given  in  any  of  the  universal 
council  schools  is  known  by  the  parents 
— and  parents  quickly  find  these  things 
out — to  be   unreal  and  perfunctory, 
then  the  lever  of  universal  bwilities  wiU 
come  in  to  redress  this  defect.    But  there 
is  one  other  point  about  universal  facili- 
ties.   The   main   controversy   on  the 
religious  question  has  turned  upon  the 
character  of  the  religious  instruction  to 
be  taught  to  the  child.    Never  have 
I  heard  in  all  this  controversy  any  public 
man  venture  to  deny  that  the  one  person 
who  has  the  right  to  settle  the  question 
of  the  character  of  the  religious  instruc- 
tion taught  to  his  child  is  the  parent. 
This  Bill  turns  upon  the  recognition  of 
the  right  of  the  parent. 

There  are  those,  for  whose  zeal  and 

conviction  I  have  the  profoundest  res- 
pect, who  will  take  exception  to  this 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  allows  the 
State  to  endow  one  form,  and  one  form 
only,  of  religious  instruction.  I  admit 
at  once  that  in  the  abstract  it  appears 
to  be  unjust  th^t  the  State  e^uld  pay 
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only  for  the  teaching  of  undenominat- 
tionalism.  If  we  were  arguing  in  the 
abstract,  it  might  be  logical  to  contend 
that  compulsory  education,  whether 
secular  or  religious,  was  unjust ;  but  we 
live  in  a  world  of  history  and  of  facts.  I 
propose  to  deal  with  this,  the  hardest 
part  of  our  problem,  by  applying  to  its 
solution,  not  abstract  and  a  priori  deduc- 
tions, but  approaching  it  with  that  his- 
torial  method  which  commends  itself 
to  our  day  and  generation. 

The  roots  of  this  religious  controversy 
in  education  lie  deep  down  in  the  past. 
An  inquiry  ordered  by  Parliament  in 
1816  into  the  state  of  education  in  Wales 
undoubtedly  proves  that  the  elements 
of  this  controversy  were  even  then 
apparent,  and  to  the  observant  it  was 
oWar  that  the  confiict  which  has  since 
divided  us  was  inevitable.  With  this 
problem  Parliament  first  dealt  in  1870. 
A  perusal  of  the  debates  on  the  Act  of 
1870  will  show  how  large  a  part  was 
'Kcupied  by  the  very  controversy  that 
^iivides  as  to-day.  In  the  historical 
speech  which  Mr.  Gladstone  made  on 
the  Third  Readine,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Miall,  he  said— 

"  Wo  have  excluded  somethinj;  from  the 
'rate-aided)  schools,  and  what  has  been  so 
excluded  is  somethint;  [wcnliarly  nharacteridtic 
'<f  the  Church  of  Eaglaud  and  objected  to  by 

I  quote  these  words  because  they  givti 
the  essence  of  the  compromise  of  1870. 
"Hie  Government,  by  accepting  the 
Cowper- Temple  Clause,  said,  in  so  many 
words,  to  the  Nonconformists:  We  give 
yon  the  board  schools,  from  which  the 
nli^ous  teaching  of  which  you  dis- 
approve will  be  excluded,  in  which  the 
uDdenominational  teiching  of  which  you 
approve  will  be  given  and  paid  for  by 
the  rates,  while  the  supporters  of  volun- 
tary schools  will  hive  to  make  up  by 
voluntary  contributions  for  the  loss  of 
the  rate,  and  at  the  same  time  in  dis- 
tricts where  both  schools  exist  will  still 
have  to  ..pay  their  share  of  the  rate. 

'  The  board  schools  were  started  with 
Oint  and  rate,  and  the  voluntary  schools 
'XHitinned  with  grant  only.  The  com- 
iffomise  worlod  on  the  whole  fairly  well. 
Undenominationalism  was  established 
■ind  endowed,  and  the  Church  was  left 
ftee  to  teach  her  own  children  in  her  own 


schools  and  largely  at  her  own  cost.  If 
that  compromise  is  to  be  abandoned,  it 
is  obvious  tlmt  it  would  be  unjust  to 
Churchmen  to  retain  those  conditions  in 
the  compromise  which  the  Nonconfor- 
mists approved  and  accepted,  while 
abandoning  those  which  Churchmen 
accepted.  If  undenominationalism  is 
still  to  remain  rate-aided,  it  is  surely 
asking  very  little  in  return  that  Church- 
men should  still  be  free  to  teach,  and 
that  Church  parents  should  still  be  free 
to  have  their  children  taught,  their  own 
faith  at  the  cost  of  their  own  denomina- 
tion. 

Now  it  is  maintained  that  it  is  unfair 
to  allow  undenomiiLationalism  to  con- 
tinue to  be  the  onl>  form  of  religious  in- 
struction paid  for  by  the  State.  As  a 
matter  of  logical  and  abstract  discussion, 
I  repeat  that  that  contention  seems  to 
be  difficult  to  answer.  But  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  facts  and  of  the  history 
of  the  compromise  on  this  question 
removes  that  difficulty.  If  it  were  pro- 
posed that -all  denominations  should  now 
pay  for  the  religious  instruction  of  their 
own  children  I  consider  it  would  be 
unfair  and  unjust  to  disendow  suddenly 
the  undenominationalists,  and  to  impose 
upon  the  Nonconformists  a  burden  and 
a  duty  which  they  have  not  been  called 
upon  before  to  bear  and  to  dischai^. 
There  is  no  concealing  the  fact  that  in 
1870,  while  the  State  gave  to  the  volun- 
tary schools  freedom  and  recognition  and 
encouragement,  it  gave  at  the  same  time 
a  monopoly  of  State  aid  to  the  undenomi- 
nationalist.  I  read  this  morning  in  one 
of  the  newspapere  a  letter  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  this  Bill  proposes  to  endow 
undenominationalism.  I  confess  I  read 
that  statement  with  amazement.  Tin* 
denominationalism  has  been  endowed 
for  the  last  thirty-eight  years.  I  know 
well  that  there  are  those  who,  for  reasons 
which  all  must  respect,  object  in  theory 
as  well  as  in  practice  to  the  State  defining 
the  religious  instruction  given  to  the 
children  in  our  schools,  and  recoil  with 
something  like  abhorrence  from  a  canoni- 
cal authority  given  by  statute  to  this  or 
that  syllabus  of  religious  instruction. 
But  even  this  difficulty,  which  I  both 
admit  and  feel,  is  not  insuperable. 

I  would  much  prefer  to  call  this  type  of 
instruction  interd^^^ij^ipg^^^eiogtee* 
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than  undenominational,  and  personally 
I  would  most  gladly  welcome  any 
proposal  which  would  provide  for  the 
framing  of  the  eyllabus  of  this  religious 
instruction  to  be  drawn  up  by  an 
inter*denominationa1  cominittee,  repre- 
sentative of  the  various  denominations  in 
each  local  area.  Asa  member  of  the  local 
education  authority  for  Flintshire,  I  had 
the  honour  of  being  elected  chairman  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
syllabus  of  religious  instruction  for  that 
county.  Representatives  of  the  leading 
Nonconformist  bodies  were  on  that  com- 
mittee, and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  syllabus  upon  which  we  unanimously 
agreed  was  one  that  Churchmen  could 
not  only  loyally  but  gratefully  accept. 
Anyone  who  has  followed  the  meetings 
of  the  Student  Movement  in  this  countrt', 
its  meetings  last  year  at  Conisheads  and 
this  year  at  Liverpool,  will  thankfully 
recognise  that  there  is  a  vast  and  pre- 
cious field  of  co-operation  open  and 
common  to  those  who  are  prepared  to 
meet  and  work  together  in  a  spirit  of 
cordial  Christian  fellowship.  j 

The   experience   of   other  countries  1 
must,  of  course,  be  quoted  with  reserva- 1 
tion,  but,  making  the  largest  allowance  i 
for  these,  I  derive  hope  and  strength  j 
from    the     fact    that    in  America 
int«r-denominationaliBm    is     a    great  | 
and  growing  power  for  the  spread  of  ■ 
Christianity.    "When  I  consider  the  com- 
promise which  is  offered  by  this  Bill  to ! 
the  Church  of  England  the  task  of 
justification  is  much  easier.    We  ask 
for  no  privilege  whatever.    We  are  con-  ' 
tent  to  allow  the  undenominationalists ' 
to  retain  undisturbed  the  full  benefits ! 
given  them  under  the  Act  of  1870.  We 
are  willing  to  bring  our  schools  into ' 
line  and  to  incorporate  them  in  one 
national  system,  and  we  only  ask  that 
when  these  schools  are  all  of  one  tvpe  ' 
and   under   one   public   control,  and 
supported  by  the  rates  of  Churchmen  < 
and    Nonconformists,    Church  parents 
should   have  accorded   to    them  the 
freedom  to  secure   for    their  children . 
three  days  in  the  week  within  school 
hours  that  religious  instruction  which 
they  desire,  and  we  ask  for  the  freedom 
to  be  allowed  to  pay  ourselves  for  this 
instniction. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 


I  now  tum  to  the  question  of  the 
teachers.  In  the  Bill  now  before  your 
Lordships'  House  it  is  proposed  that 
the  teachers  may  be  free  to  notify  Ui 
their  local  education  authority  in  writing 
their  willingness  to  give  religious  instruc- 
tion. I  venture  to  submit  that  if  the 
teacher  is  to  be  permitted  to  give  the 
undenominational  instruction,  he  must 
be  equally  free  to  give  the  denomina- 
tional instruction.  The  State  is  to  pay 
the  teacher  for  giving  undenominational 
instruction,  but  surely  it  is  a  contention 
which  savours  of  intolerance  to  maintain 
that  the  State  would  be  just  and  fair 
if  it  restricted  the  freedom  of  the  teacher, 
and  said  :  Although  you  are  not  paid 
for  doing  so  by  the  State,  the  State 
will  not  allow  you,  even  if  you  wish  tt> 
do  so,  to  give  religious  instruction  to 
those  children  whose  parents  desire  it 
and  whose  denomination  pay  for  it . 
If  the  teachers  are  not  to  he  allowed 
to  give  any  religions  instniction,  thet. 
you  have  a  purely  secular  staff,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  by  doing  this  you 
have  laid  the  foundation  for  a  purely 
secular  system. 

I  am  well  aware  that  in  Wales  at  the 
present  time  the  teachers  in  the  council 
schools  ate  appointed  not  only  upon 
educational  grounds,  and  there  is  often 
just  ground  of  complaint  that  secondarr 
considerations  dictate  these  appoint- 
ments. On  the  other  hand,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  when  a  settlemmt  has  once 
been  reached  and  sectarian  animosities 
allayed,  there  would  be  more  hope  of  a 
just  consideration  of  all  concerned. 
One  thing  is  obvious,  if  there  is  danger 
from  this  religious  bias  operating  in 
the  appointment  of  teachers,  that  biu 
is  just  as  likely  to  operate  in  favour  of 
teachers  who  would  be  known  to  be  in 
sympathy  with  the  undenominational 
rather  than  with  the  denominational 
type  of  teaching.  On  this  question, 
however,  we  must  not  forget  that  the 
teacher  himself  has  a  right  to  freedom 
and  fair  play. 

Many  of  the  best  teachers  in  thia 
country  at  the  present  time  regard  the 
religious  instruction  which  they  giv* 
as  the  most  precious  instrument  they 
have  for  building  up  character.  It  is 
proposed  that^these^t^jK^Mtp^ftiMHU  to 
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continue  in  their  present  positions  even 
when  their  schools  have  become  provided 
schools.  Is  it  freedom,  is  it  justice,  to 
tell  these  men  and  women  that  for  the 
rest  of  their  professional  lives  they  are 
to  be  excluded  by  law  from  giving  to 
the  children  whose  parents  desire  it 
that  instruction  which  tibey  deem  most 
valuable,  and  the  giving  of  which  they 
regard  as  their  most  sacred  privilege  ! 
Great  importance  in  this  controversy  has 
been  attached  to  the  abolition  of  tests. 
If  teats  are  to  be  abolished  the  abolition 
most  be  unqualified  and  complete ; 
but  if  you  teU  the  teachers  "You  are 
free  to  give  this  type  of  religious  teaching 
but  you  are  not  free  to  give  that  type," 
then  you  are  imposing  a  fresh  test,  and 
although  a  negative  test,  one  of  an 
equally  restrictive  character.  This  Bill 
asks  for  the  complete  freedom  of  the 
teacher,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
you  make  a  man  free  when  you  take  off 
a  handcuff  and  put  on  a  muzzle. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  deal  as  fully 
as  time  permits  with  the  religious  ques- 
tion. Once  this  question  has  been  settled 
and  securities  have  been  given  for 
preserving  substantially  the  integrity 
of  leligioiu  teaching,  and  facilities  have 
been  provided  for  the  just  recognition  of 
denominational  claims,  I  believe  the 
main  difficulty  will  have  been  removed 
from  the  settlement  of  what  I  may  call 
the  property  question.  The  Church  of 
England  has  built  and  maintained  her 
schools  primarily  for  securing  a  rightful 
place  for  religious  teaching  in  the  ^nca- 
tion  of  her  children.  They  value  those 
buildings  as  instruments  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  that  sacred  purpose  and  trust. 
Keeping  that  thought  in  mind,  I  pro- 
pose to  give  the  trustees  freedom  in 
this  matter,  and  a  free  hand  with  regard 
to  their  buildings. 

The  Bill  proposes  to  give  the  trustees 
o!  the  school-house  of  an  elementary 
school  the  power  to  transfer,  by  agree- 
ment, if  they  wish  to  do  so,  the  school- 
bouse  to  the  local  educati<m  authority 
to  be  conducted  as  a  public  elementary 
■diool,  reserving  to  the  trustees  the  use 
of  the  school  on  Saturdays  and  Sxmdays 
and  not  less  than  two  other  days  .in  the 
week  out  of  school  hours.  Unless  pro- 
vided for  otherwise,  the  trustees  will  be 
liable  for  any  damage  beyond  ordinary 


wear  and  tear  caused  to  the  room  and 
furniture,  while  they  will  be  responsible 
for  leaving  the  room  after  they  have  used 
it  in  a  proper  condition  for  school  pur- 
poses. If  after  the  transfer  of  a  school* 
house  the  local  education  authority  fail 
to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  tnuufer,  the 
Board  of  Education,  if  they  are  satisfied 
of  such  failure,  shall,  by  order,  set  aside 
the  transfer.  So  far  the  terms  of  transfer 
are  clear.  The  trustees  are  perfectly  free 
to  transfer  if  they  like. 

But  there  remains  the  question  of  the 
position  of  the  local  education  authority. 
Must  they  take  over  the  school-house 
when  offered  to  them  by  the  trustees  ? 
Now  it  is  clear  that  trustees  might  in 
some  cases  stipulate  for  terms  which  were 
tmreasonable  or  offer  for  transfer  build- 
ings which  had  become  unsuitable,  while 
under  a  compulsory  scheme  of  transfer 
the  local  education  authority  might  reject 
reasonable  terms  or  impose  imreasonable 
conditions.  The  Bill  proposes  to  solve 
this  difficulty  by  giving  either  party  an 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Education,  and  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, after  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  inclining  the  in- 
terests of  education  and  the  economy  of 
the  rates,  to  settle  the  terms  of  an  arrange- 
ment, and  make  such  order  as  they  think 
fit  for  carrying  it  out.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  trustees  are  not  in  any  case 
botmd  to  transfer,  and  even  when  they 
do  transfer  no  order  shall  be  valid  which 
purports  to  convey  or  to  vest  in  the  local 
education  authority  any  greater  interest 
in  the  school-house  than  the  trustees  are 
willing  to  convey.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  element  of  confiscation.  Practically  I 
believe  these  provisions  would  work  out 
smoothly.  Few  trustees  would  desire, 
when  the  religious  question  has  been 
settled,  to  retain  their  school-houses, 
and  not  allow  them  to  be  lued  as  public 
elementary  schools.  On  the  other  hand 
very  few  local  authorities,  at  any  rate  in 
Wales,  would  desire  to  incur  the  expense 
of  new  buildings  and  to  reject  the  transfer 
of  the  non-provided  school 

I  know  that  it  is  the  fashion^to  depre- 
ciate the  value  of  our  rural  schoolhouses. 
That  depreciation  is  based  upon  cal- 
culations less  of  fact  than  of  controversy. 
Large  sums  have  been  spent  upon  those 
buil^ngs  within  tlie  last^^au^  jews. 
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In  my  own  diocese  the  school-houses 
could  not  be  replaced  for  less  than 
£300,000.  The  Bill  provides  that  in 
any  transferred  school  the  teachers 
in  the  school  at  the  time  of  such  transfer 
shall  continue  to  hold  office  by  the  same 
tenure  and  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions, as  far  as  they  are  consistent  with 
the  terms  of  this  Act,  as  before  the 
transfer.  I  confess  that  the  section 
incorporated  from  elsewhere  which  deals 
with  the  ca^e  of  teachers  in  an  existing 
voluntary  school  who  may  lose  their 
employment  by  reason  of  the  school 
ceasing  to  be  an  elementary  school  in 
consequence  of  this  Act  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory  to  me.  I  trust  that  if  this 
Bill  were  passed  and  a  general  settlement 
arrived  at,  that  there  would  be  very 
few,  if  any,  such  cases  to  deal  with. 
As  the  clause  stands  the  compensation 
provided  for  teachers  so  deprived  of 
employment  is  inadequate,  and  I  trust 
that  this  defect  may  be  amended. 

One  matter  I  desire  to  refer  to  briefly, 
but  with  all  the  emphasis  I  can  command. 
The  Church  of  England  will  never  accept 
a  settlement  which  does  not  include  an 
arrangement  which  will  meet  generously 
as  they  deserve  to  be  met,  the  claims  of 
Roman  Catholics.  I  have  endeavoured 
explain  the  main  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  believe  thst  in  the  acceptance 
and  development  of  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  lies  the  way  of  safety 
and  of  peace. 

The  Bill  may  fairly  claim  to  be  marked 
by  simplicity,  uniformity,  and  efficiency. 
The  solution  which  it  offers  of  our  problem 
is  so  simple  that  he  who  runs  can  read. 
In  place  of  a  dual  system,  which  results  no 
longer  in  a  wholesome  competition  but 
in  diverting  men's  thoughts  and  energies 
from  the  fruitful  work  of  education 
into  the  sterihzing  indulgence  of  sectarian 
animcMities,  it  introduces  for  the  first 
time  uniformity  into  our  system  of 
elementary  education.  I  venture  also 
to  say  that  the  provisions  in  this  Bill 
would  materially  and  profoundly  con- 
tribute to  the  promotion  of  educational 
efficiency.  Looking  at  this  subject  for 
one  moment  as  a  Churchman,  I  hold  that 
the  great  Church  of  England,  deeply 
concerned  as  she  is  in  this  matter,  cannot, 
while  this  controversey  is  proceeding, 
continue  to  shelter  henelf  behind  a  wall 
of  criticism,  but  that  she  must  come  out 
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into  the  open,  and  in  a  large  and  generous 
spirit  show  her  willingness  and  her 
capacity  to  offer  terms  which  all  true 
friends  of  education  may  be  able  to 
accept  without  detriment  to  conscience 
or  j  ustice.    I  beg  to  move. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (n«  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.) 

*The  lord  archbishop  of  CAN- 
TERBURY:  My  Lords,  I  am  told  it 
would  be  for  the  general  convenience 
of  the  House  that  I  should  say  some- 
thing on  the  Bill  at  this  stage  rather  than 
later.  My  first  duty  is  to  make  clear — 
a  duty  which  is  scarcely  necessary  after 
the  exceedingly  lucid  aud  powerful 
speech  just  delivered — that  this  Bill 
must  not  be  regarded  as  a  Bill  officially 
put  forward  by  the  Church  of  England 
through  the  Episcopate.  Personally  I 
accept  no  responsibility  for  this  Bill 
except  to  this  extent — that,  knowing 
through  his  characteristic  courtesy  what 
my  brother  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  was 
going  to  do,  I  did  not  feel  justified,  in  the 
extremely  critical  condition  of  the  edu- 
cational controversy,  in  opposing  him 
in  again  attempting  what  he  tried  to  do 
in  1904.  I  will  go  further,  and  say  that 
everyone  interested  in  educational  ques- 
tions owes  a  debt  to  that  man,  be  he  bishop 
or  any  one  etee,  who  at  such  a  juncture 
comes  forward  with  a  constructive  pro- 
posal of  a  thoughtful  and  practical  kind 
towards  the  solution  of  the  question. 

I  have  no  special  affection  for  this 
Bill  just  as  it  now  stands.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  to  cover  the  ground. 
Farts  of  it  are  little  mace  than  an 
outlined  sketch,  and  in  the  filling  of 
them  up  we  should  undoubtedly  find 
ourselves  in  the  presence  of  wide 
differences  of  opinion,  and  that  on  some 
of  the  most  important  points  in  contro- 
yercy.  But,  though  the  Bill  may  be  in- 
adequate or  even  unsatisfactori;',  its  pro- 
posals, as  it  seems  to  me,  take  us  furtlier 
along  the  road  towards  an  agreement 
than  any  constructive  plan  which  is  now 
definitely  before  the  country.  Whether 
they  are  fair  or  unfair,  the  attempt 
is  at,  least  being  made  on  large  prin- 
ciples which  are  at  once  intelligible 
and  simple.  It  avoids  the  bewilder- 
ment of  the  multiplied  d?tail6,  the  excep- 
tions, and  the  B^ffi^t^syddkm'bh,  in  a. 
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desire  to  act  fairly  all  round,  have  cum- 
bered the  discnssion  and  would  have 
cambered  the  ultimate  working  of  various 
measures  which  have  at  different  times 
been  before  the  House. 

Hay  I,  in  naked  est  outline,  remind  your 
Lord^ps  of  the  statistical  condition  of 
onr  problem  as  it  stands?  We  have 
ia  England,  roughly,  20,500  elementary 
schools.  Of  this  number  about  6,900  axe 
provided,  or  council  schools,  whose  fabric 
belongs  to  the  State,  and  about  13,500 
are  non-provided,  or,  to  use  the  ofHcial 
term  which,  still  runs,  voluntary  schools 
belonging  to  trustees  or  private  persons. 
So  that  the  voluntary  schools  out- number 
the  provided  schools  by  about  two  to  one. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  provided 
schools  are  bigger  than  the  others,  and 
stand  mainly  in  the  towns,  the  relative 
number  of  children  in  the  two  classes  of 
schools  does  not  correspond  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  buildii^.  In  the  provided 
whook  in  round  numbers  there  are 
-.812,000  children,  in  the  non-provided 
schools  2,900,000  children,  or  very  nearly 
half  and  half.  Now  at  length,  after 
many  years  in  which  it  was  otherwise, 
there  is  a  slight  majority  of  children  in 
the  provided  schools.  It  is  out  of  the  dual 
system  of  ownership,  and  indirectly  from 
differences  of  religious  character,  that 
onr  present  difficulties  arise. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  to 
mhe  these  difficulties  in  a  manner  which 
vould  be  fair  to  the  existing  interests — 
interests  of  parents,  t«achers,  trustees, 
aabscribers,  and  the  ratepayers  at  large 
—and  which  would  also  be  broadly 
acceptable  to  the  whole  people.  Those 
endeavours  have  so  far  proved  unsuccess- 
fd.  A  fresh  attempt  is  now  before  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  initiative  of 
the  Goreinment.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  all  the  evi- 
dence goes  to  show  that  these  proposals 
-.9  thev  stand  are  even  less  acceptable  to 
the  public  than  the  previous  endeavours 
that  have  been  made.  Objections 
U8  coming  in  from  the  local  authorities, 
from  the  teaoheis,  from  trustees  and 
vanagen  of  existing  schools,  and  from 
educational  experts  of  every  kind.  How- 
■^er  excellent  the  intention,  it  does  not 
■ippear  that  there  is  any  very  keen 
anxiety  in  any  weighty  quarter  to  pass 
that  Bin  into  law  as  it  now  stands. 


In  the  pause,  before  its  consideration 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  a  proposal 
emanating — shall  I  say  ? — ^from  the  per- 
fervidum  tngenium  of  the  Celt,  rather 
than  from  the  slower  brain  of  the  Saxon, 
is  laid  on  the  Table  for  our  consideration. 
If  the  public  Press  be  a  fair  criterion  of 
general  opinion  of  a  ■prima  facie  sort  upon 
this  proposal,  what  ia  now  suggested  to 
us  seems  to  be  regarded  favourably  by 
controversialists  who  are  ordinarily  wide 
apart.  A  proposal  which  virtually,  with 
whatever  safeguarding  phrases,  brings 
into  one  camp  The  Times  and  the  Daily 
News,  the  Morning  Post  and  the  British 
Weekly,  the  Yorkshire  Post  and  the  Man- 
chester Guardian — I  could  easily  enlarge 
the  list — cannot  altogether  be  contemp- 
tuously regarded  either  in  this  House  or 
elsewhere.  The  proposals  in  this  Bill  are 
large,  simple,  far-reaching  for  a  rearrange- 
ment—I prefer  that  word  to  the  term 
bargain  —  whereby  all  schools,  broadly 
speaking,  shall  become  provided  schools, 
and  all  schools  shall  offer  freedom  of 
religious  choice  both  to  the  parents  of  the 
children  and  to  the  teachers  in  the 
schools.  Disencumbered  of  all  detail,  the 
Bill  comes  to  that.  If  that  idea  meets  with 
such  favour  as  has  been  apparently 
"hown  to  it  outside,  I  personally  find 
it  impossible  in  my  keen  anxiety  for  a 
settlement  of  this  question,  to  regard  it 
with  an  unfriendly  eye,  although  the 
regard  must  needs  be  somewhat  critical. 

I  speak  throughout  for  myself  alone. 
Some  of  those  whom  I  most  respect, 
whose  counsel  I  am  most  desirous 
ordinarily  of  acting  by,  differ  from  me 
on  the  subject ;  and  it  is  only,  I  believe, 
courteous  consideration  for  myself  or 
for  my  office  which  has  in  some  quarters 
restrained  a  more  vehement  expression 
of  that  opinion.  I  recognise  that  courtesy 
and  desire  to  call  attention  to  it  now  lest  it 
should  be  supposed  that  I  claim  to  be 
carrying  with  me  the  opinion  of  all  those 
with  whom  I  should  ordinarily  act  in 
such  matters.  I  should  be  glad  if 
those  who  differ  from  me  would  say 
their  say  on  the  subject ;  and  I  will 
myself  be  perfectly  frank  and  straight* 
forward  with  the  House  and  those 
outside.  Every  serious,  thoughtful, 
observant  man  must  surely  be  wishful 
for  a  settlement  now  —  not  from 
a  mere  sense  of  weariness  .  of  .t^s 
controversy — though  that  is  a  real  Bwtor 
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ia  our  common  life  and  thought — but 
'n  public  grounds  of  the  deepest  and 
largest  kind  in  behall  of  education  itself. 
The  present  uncertainty  tells  upon  local 
authorities,  upon  managers,  upon  sub- 
scribers to  our  schools  and  their  fabrics, 
and  very  markedly  upon  the  teachers. 
In  all  these  ways  the  present  uncertainty 
is  distinctly  hampering  and  hindering 
educational  advance  both  in  town  and 
country  schools. 

Then  I  plead  for  a  settlement  on 
behalf  of  the  strength  and  the  dignity  of 
our  municipal  and  local  life.  People 
ought  to  be  elected  to  our  positions  of 
trust  in  town  and  country  because  they 
are  the  best  men  rather  than  on  partisan 
lines,  whether  political  or  denomina- 
tional ;  and  at  this  moment  I  know  for 
certain  of  good  men  who  would  readily 
serve  in  these  public  capacities,  but  will 
not  face  the  strife  and  controversy  which 
is  at  present  necessarily  involved  in 
such  candidature.  Public  interests  are 
therefore  aufiering  in  a  very  marked 
degree  by  the  continuance  of  this  con- 
troversy. But,  above  all,  do  I  desire  to 
a  settlement  for  the  sake  of  our  moral 
and  religious  work.  There  never  was  a 
time  in  the  history  of  our  country  when 
in  social,  economic,  religious,  and  moral 
questions  it  was  more'neeessary  that  men 
who  really  care,  men  who  are  actuated  by 
lugh  motives,  men  who  are  inspired  by 
genuine  zeal,  should  work  together  for 
what  is  pure  and  strong  and  true.  We  have 
to  face  dishonesty  of  difierent  kinds — 
greed  of  gain,  dark  forms  of  impurity,  and 
many  other  evils — rife  in  the  land  to-day. 
We  want,  in  these  matters,  to  stand  side 
by  side  with  those  above  all  whose  main 
interest  lies  in  the  moral  and  religious 
side  of  our  common  life,  and  it  is  simply 
heartbreaking  that  so  many  should  be 
sundered  because  of  this  one  question 
which  keeps  them  apart.  For  all  these 
reasons  I  am  predisposed  to  look  with 
favour  upon  any  suggestion  of  this  kind. 

But  besides  all  that,  there  is  a  gaunt 
spectre  in  the  background — namely,  the 
pttshins  of  religious  teaching  outside  our 
elementary  schools  altogether.  Such  a 
course  would  be — everybody  admits  it — 
right  against  the  wish  of  the  mass  of  the 
English  people,  whatever  their  denomina- 
tion or  their  political  connection.  If  it 
comes  about  at  all,  it  will  come  about  by 
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mere  force  of  circumstances,  arising  from 
the  fact  of  its  having  been  found  practi- 
cally impossible  for  people  to  come  to. 
an  aKreement  on  a  difficulty  which  cannot 
be  perpetually,  continuously,  and  in- 
definitely allowed  to  stand  across  the  path 
of  OUT  educational  life.  Is  that  a  mere 
spertre,  the  creation  of  a  nervous  imagina- 
tion ?  I  try  sometimes  to  think  so,  and 
I  wish  I  could  find  it  was.  Of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  definitely  secular  system  as 
an  overt  act  on  the  part  of  any 
responsible  Government  or  responsible 
body  of  leading  men,  I  imagine  we 
need  have  no  fear.  No  one  would 
cate(p>rically  propose,  or,  if  they  did, 
have  the  slightest  chance  of  carrying,  a 
proportion  of  that  kind.  But  arrange- 
ments might  very  easily  be  made  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  in  default  of 
agreement,  which  would  force  us  into 
such  a  system  indirectly,  and  we  might 
find  oiurselves  subjected  to  it  against 
what  would  practically  be  everybody** 
wish.  One  of  the  very  gravest  disasters 
would  then  have  occurred  which,  in  my 
judgment,  could  at  present  befall  our 
land.  I  am  predisposed,  therefore,  to 
look  with  a  friendly  eye  on  any  even 
tolerable  proposal  which  might  bring  us 
peace  without  the  sacrifice  of  funda- 
mental principle. 

I  think,  my  Lords,  we  sometimes  forget 
that  as  practical  men  striving  for  a 
really  workable  solution  we  have  per- 
force to  consider  in  this  matter  not 
only  what  we  think  reasonable,  but  what 
what  other  people  from  their  point  of 
view  think  reasonable.  In  a  letter  which 
I  read  only  this  morning  I  find  these 
words  from  a  shrewd  and  far-seeing 
thinker — 

"  We  should  be  a  little  nearer  a  aettleiynt 
if  those  who  take  part  in  the  controversy  ccndd 
bring  thcnuelmt  to  see  that  it  is  of  no  nee 
to  go  OD  preaching  the  row unablpneM  of  our  owik 
Notution  and  the  unrensonablcnew  ot  every 
other.  The  thiug  that  it  concerns  iis  to  know 
is  not  whether  people  think  wisely  or  un- 
wisely, but  whether  they  think  resolutely — 
not  whether  they  can  defend  their  formula  by 
sound  argument,  but  whether  they  are  de- 
termined to  stand  by  it." 

That  may  not  be  a  very  heroic  sentiment, 
but  I  think  it  is  a  true  one  in  endeavour- 
ing to  find  the  practiral  sclution  of  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  We  must  try,  so- 
far  as  is  consistent  with  honesty  and 
self-respect,    to  meet  the  wishes  aud 
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<'.emand3  wliich  find  strong  expression  on 
the  part  of  thinking  men  whether  we 
agree  with  them  or  not. 

What  demands  does  this  proposal 
try  to  meet  ?  First,  as  the  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph  has  reminded  us,  it  tries  to 
meet  the  demand  for  complete 
public  control.  All  schools,  speaking 
generally,  are  to  become  pro- 
vided schools.  I  am  personally  by 
no  means  ready  to  admit  that  our 
voluntary  schools  now,  inspected  by 
the  Government,  by  the  local  authority, 
overhauled  at  every  turn,  are  not  for 
all  reasonable  and  practical  purposes, 
under  a  complete  system  of  public  control ; 
but  on  the  very  principle  which  I  have 
just  laid  down,  I  am  obliged  to  admit 
that  a  great  many  people  do  not  think 
so  ;  and  we  ought  to  try,  in  every  way 
short  of  the  abandonment  of  principle, 
to  meet  the  genuine  sentiments  to 
which  they  give  expression,  whether 
we  think  those  sentiments  reasonable 
or  not. 

Personally,  I  believe  in  the  exercise 
of  public  control  in  quite  other  wa^ 
than  by  a  centralised  bureaucracy.  I 
look  forward  to  a  far  wider  re-establish- 
ment before  very  long  of  real  local 
managers  who  shall  be  managers  in  fact 
as  well  aa  in  name,  who  shall  be  com- 
pletely popularly  elected  and  shall  have 
real  power  to  manage,  imder  proper 
supervision  and  appeal,  the  schools  of 
which  they  are  managers.  I  believe 
that  by  that  means  we  shall  securely 
enlist  what  at  present  we  are  in  danger 
of  forfeiting,  the  local  interest  of  our 
best  ^  men.  I  am  quite  certain  there 
is  grave  peril  in  the  opposite  state  of 
things.  Some  local  education  authorities 
are  acting  wisely  by  deputing  large  powers 
to  local  managers.  Others  &om  economic 
or  other  reasons  are  weekly  or  monthly 
diminishing  the  responsibilities  which 
belong  to  local  managers,  and  by  that 
means  are  quietly,  I  am  afraid,  tending 
to  impair,  if  not  to  kill,  that  local  interest 
which  is  vital  to  the  real  success  of  our 
schools  throughout  the  land.  Anyhow, 
this  Bill  gives  in  explicit  terms  complete 
public  control,  and  admits  the  principle. 

Thon  tho  Bil!  Luin, 
the  £reed<'iu  ni  itn-  t.- 
ious  teil^.  Tiiat 


question,  I  think,  of  all  the  many  difficult 
questions  which  arise  in  connection 
with  our  educational  problem.  I  have 
myself  all  my  life  supported  the  principle 
of  freedom  from  teste  of  aU  those  who 
occupy  public  offices  in  the  Civil  Service 
or  in  other  similar  public  capacity.  I 
think  that  is  accepted  now  by  most 
people,  and  I  confess  I  have  come  to- 
admit  it  myself  even  for  teachers  in 
their  professional  capacity.  But  we  must 
beware  of  making  that  principle,  I  had 
almost  said,  ridiculous,  by  saying  that 
while  we  bid  or  encourage  men  or  women 
as  part  of  their  daily  work  to  teadi  religion^ 
we  absolutely  decline  to  let  anybody 
find  out  whether  or  not  they  have  by 
training,  experience,  or  knowledge,  any 
fitness  for  the  task.  That  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  quite  unreasonable  foUowing  out  in  a 
fanciful  direction  of  the  large  and  sound 
principle  of  the  freedom  of  the  respon- 
sible public  man  from  teste  of  a  religious^ 
and  especially  of  a  denominational,  kind. 

As  I  read  this  Bill,  the  proposals 
sketched  to  us  provide  first  for  keeping 
the  suitable  teacher,  if  he  so  wishes, 
as  the  main  agent  in  all  branches  of 
education,  including  what  we  distinctively 
call  religious  teaching.  That  is,  to  my 
mind,  intensely  valuable.  No  one  else 
can  adequately  take  the  place  of  that 
teacher,  if  he  be  a  fit  person,  in  giving 
religious  teaching.  To  sever  the  seculu^ 
teacher  from  the  religious  teacher,  if  such 
severance  can  be  avoided,  seems  to  me  to 
be  harmful  in  the  extreme.  The  Bill  also 
provides  for  distinguishing,  so  to  speak, 
between  the  teacher,  whose  freedom 
from  teste  is  as  such  guaranteed,  and 
the  teacher  of  religious  knowledge.  Only 
when  a  teacher  ofEers  himself  either 
for  the  teaching  of  Holy  Scripture  or 
for  the  development  of  that  teaching 
in  a  definitely  denominational  direction 
would  he  be  a  person  who  would  give 
religious  teaching.  Thus  the  teacher 
would  approach  one  part  of  his  work 
simply  as  a  professional  teacher  having 
a  complete  guarantee  against  any  inquiry 
of  a  religious  or  denominational  kindr 
other  than  those  which  refer  to  his  moral 
character  and  the  like,  and  he  would 
approach  the  other  part  as  a  further  duty 
which  he  is  qualified  or  anxious  to  perform, 
but  whiih  he  would  not  be  called  upon 
to  undertake  unless  he  o^g^<^^j^i|^I£ 
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for  tike  purpose.  67  not  so  offering 
himself  he  would  not  be  in  &ny  way 

prejudiced  professionally  in  the  life 
which  he  otherwise  wants  to  lead  as  a 
teacher.  In  the  new  plan,  then,  which 
thus  draws  a  distinction,  it  ought  surely 
to  be  possible  for  somebody,  under  a 
system  of  complete  popular  control,  to 
find  out  whether  the  person  who  volun- 
teers to  give  this  teaching  at  the 
direction  and  at  the  cost  of  the  local 
authority  is  or  is  not  a  fit  person  for  the 
task.  The  proposal  of  the  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph,  then,  seems  to  satisfy 
two  great  demands — the  demand  for 
popular  control  and  the  demand  for 
the  freedom  of  the  teacher  as  such  from 
religious  tests. 

On  the  other  side — I  speak  of  the  other 
side  without  forgetting  that  the  con- 
troversialists many  times  overlap  in 
their  opinions — we  admit  in  this  plan 
the  principle  of  the  parents'  right  of 
choice.  That  is,  in  our  view,  a 
fundamental  principle  which  ought  to 
underlie  the  whole  treatment  of  this 
controversy.  It  is,  of  course,  quite  easy 
to  overpress  that  assertion  of  the  parents* 
right.  To  expect  that  every  parent 
always  will  have  found  for  him  exactly 
what  he  desires  is  out  of  the  question. 
The  demand  must  be  consistent  with 
duemanagementof  the  school,  but  within 
those  proper  limits  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  impossible  to  assert  too  broadly  or 
emphatically  the  parents'  right  as  the 
goveraing  principle  of  our  action  at 
the  present  time.  We  hear  it  some- 
time said  that  the  theory  of  the  parents' 
right  is  a  growth  springing  from  the 
modern  sacerdotal  school.  I  have  been 
looking  back  to  find  when  it  began.  As 
far  back  as  1865  the  dcctrine  was  as- 
serted by  one  who  came  forward  as  a 
witness  on  behalf  of  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment before  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
then  sitting  under  Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  Granville,  at  the  time  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  was  asked — 

"  Would  your  Lordahipe  hold  that  it  is  the 
parent  alone  who  oufiht  to  have  supreme 
authority  over  the  religions  teaching  given 
to  his  children  t  " 

The  answer  given  was — 
"  I  should." 
-fftmlng  down  later,  I  find  the  rerognition 
t  principle  continuous,  down  to 

^orrf  Archbishop  of  Canterhnnj. 


the  controversies  of  the  last  year  or 
two.  In  1903,  at  the  national  council 
of  the  Evangelical  Free  Churches,  held 

I  at  Brighton,  the  president  in  his  inaugural 

'  address,  said — 

We  hold  that  it  is  the  right  of  parents, 
\  not  of  trust  deeds  or  of  paribh  prieste,  to  deter- 
\  mine  the  character  of  the  religious  teaching 

given  to  their  children ;  and,  if  this  Bill  (of 
I  1902)  hod  given  the  parents  the  power  to  assert 
,  that  right  and  the  opportunity  to  seoare  their 
I  wishes,  there  would  nave  been  an  end  to  the 

bitteme<ts  of  this  controversy. " 

I  So  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  this  as- 
\  sertion  is  one  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the 
Church  alone  and  that  it  has  not  a  wider 
j  basis  of  authority  behind  it.  In  the 
,  municipal  election  in  Liverpool  last 
I  November,  where  controversy  ran  bifrH, 
I  the  Liberal  Party  put  forward  a  circular 
r  containing  the  following — 

"  Who  are  In  favour  of  religious  teaching  in 
schools  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
pareuts  ?— The  Uberal  Party." 

The  Church  of  England  has  throughout 
contended  for  this  principle  of  parents* 
,  rights  as  one  that  is  sound  and  ought  to  be 
,  maintained.    Elaborate  evidence  to  that 
I  effect  before  the  Committee  of  1865-6 
was  given  by  the  Rev,  J.  P.  Noiris, 
who  had  been  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
'  inspector  of  schools.    Similarly  in  1895 
I  a  memorial  signed  by  the  two  Archbishops 
'  on  behalf  of  the  Church  was  presented  to 
'  the  Government.    Among  the  various 
principles  which  the  memorial  laid  down 
-  it  asserted — 

'     "  Tho  right  of  parents  to  determine  the 
I  character  ^  the  religions  instruction  provfdvd 
for  their  children." 

and 

"  The  BAfogiiarding  of  this  right  as  regards 
,  the  religious  teacliing  both  of  the  children  of 
Church  p»rpnts  in  Board  schools  and  of  tfae 
children  of  Xonconformist  parents  in  Church 

schools,  *' 

I  I  want  to  destroy,  if  I  can,  the  theorv  tKat 
I  this  principle  la  something  which  is  now 
■  put  forward   purely  for  controversial 
purposes,  and  to  remind  your  Lordships 
of  the  prominent  place  which  it  has 
\  always  occupied.    If  that  principle  is  to 
be  asserted,  enforcement  mu?t  be  given 
to  it  in  all  our  schools,    not   in  one 
class  alone.   It  is  largely  becaiiso  in  all 
our  schcols  this  Bill  would  enforce  that 
point  that  I  am  prepared  to  look  upon 
its  proposals  with  favons'-^*-^^ 
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The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  has  alluded 
to  the  queation  of  the  teachers'  reUgious 
liberty.  I  tliink  his  argument  is  un- 
inswersble.  The  teacher's  reUgious 
liberty  is  the  due  complement  of 
the  other  theory  of  the  teacher's 
freedom  from  tests.  There  must 
be  liberty  both  ways.  As  it  has  been 
pat,  we  decline  to  take  ofi  the  fetters 
merely  to  put  on  the  muzzle.  We  who 
knoT  teachers  in  intimate  daily  inter- 
coaree  and  in  our  schools,  whether 
council  or  voluntary,  know  how  careful 
we  ought  to  be  to  safeguard  their  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  we  kaow  the  keenness 
many  of  them  feel  about  giving  religious 
teaching.  The  old  theory  that  all 
teachers  are  competent  to  give  that 
teaching  if  it  be  teaching  of  a  simple 
tind  has  been  entirely  upset  by 
the  changes  which  have  recently  come 
aboDt  in  the  8}r8tem  of  teaining  colleges. 
People  say  we  ought  to  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  average  teacher  can 
give  religious  instruction,  because  we 
iave  seen  the  system  work  well  for 
a  great  many  years.  But  the  con- 
ditions have  changed.  Formerly  almost 
all  the  teachers  were  people  who 
had  been  trained  under  direct  reli- 
fdom  auspices,  though  not  always 
dmominational.  Now  a  vast  number  of 
teachers  are  every  year  going  forth 
into  our  schools  who  have  never  from 
the  time  they  were  themselves  little 
boys  and  girls  had  any  official  teaching 
in  religious  matters  or  any  training  which 
Tonld  qualify  them  for  that  most 
difficult  of  all  tasks — the  giving  of 
Rligious  teaching  adequately.  The  Day 
colleges  are  secular  colleges  almost 
entirely,  and  as  long  as  that  remains  true 
the  danger  we  speak  of  is  a  very  real 
one  indeed.  The  number  of  teachers 
who  rightly  would  rather  not  give  such 
teachii^  is  undoubtedly  large.  The  num- 
ber who  have  had  no  training  whatever 
for  the  purpcue  ia  undoubtedly  large. 
I  should  '  desire  that  such  men  and 
women  should  be  excused  from  giving 
religious  teaching,  not  by  having  to 
come  forward  and  claim  to  be  excused, 
but  should  be  excused  merely  because 
they  did  not  come  forward  and  volunteer 
to  give  religious  teaching.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  fairer  to  the  teacher  and 
miich  safer  in  its  results  in  the  schools. 
Those  are  what  I  may  call  the  merits  of 
proposal  before  as. 


Let  us  look  at  the  other  side.  What 
does  the  Bill  leave  out  ?  Most  ob- 
viously it  leaves  out  the  fact  that  there 
are  some  schools  in  England  which 
cannot  possibly  come  witlun  snch  a 
provision  as  this.  There  are  Roman 
Catholic  schools,  Jewish  schools,  some 
of  the  Anglican  schools,  especially 
practising  schools  attached  to  denomi- 
national training  colleges,  and  there 
are  Wesleyan  schools,  to  the  best  of  my 
belief,  to  be  considered.  I  do  not  wish 
to  draw  the  Itne  as  to  what  number  of 
Anglican  schools  would  have  to  be 
included  in  this  list,  but  there  are  a  large 
number  of  schools  which  stand  in  an 
exceptional  position  for  which  some 
provision  must  necessarily  be  made. 
That  provision  must  be  made,  whether 
it  be  by  the  somewhat  awkward  expedient 
of  contracting  out,  or  in  some  other  way. 
That  is  absolutely  essential  to  any 
settlement  that  is  to  bo  a  fair  one  all 
round  for  the  voluntary  schools  of 
England  as  they  are.  There  is  nothing 
against  that  in  the  Bill ;  it  simply  leaves 
the  question  out.  Undoubtedly  it  would 
have  to  be  made  perfectly  clear  what 
could  be  done.  The  question  is  a  very 
difficult  one.  It  needs  thorough  con- 
sideration, and,  of  course,  the  suggestion 
I  am  making  is  wholly  different  from  the 
method  now  proposed  in  the  Government 
Bill,  which  would  suggest,  if  the  schools 
are  to  obtain  any  privileges,  contracting 
out,  not  by  the  dozen,  but  by  hundreds 
and  thousands.  That  is  a  proposition 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  absolutely 
unworkable  in  practice.  Without  the 
insertion  of  some  such  provision  as  I 
have  spoken  of  I  do  not  think  the 
proposal  now  before  us  could  be  made 
fair  or  practicable. 

Then  there  should  be  some  clearer 
definition  than  I  can  now  gather  from 
the  Bill  of  what  is  meant  by  the  transfer 
of  our  buildings.  I  believe  Churchmen  at 
large  would  entirely  agree  with  the 
opinion  that  the  asset  of  our  ownership  of 
the  builcUngs  must  be  retained.  Ultimate 
possession  must  remain  ours  even  where 
the  transfer  for  school  hours  and  for 
working  purposes  to  the  local  education 
authority  is  complete. 

But  far  the  most  important  of 
the  difficulties  that  the  Bill  suggests 
is  that  it  by  one^,s^p@ftj3^.« 
the  men  and  women  uT  over  theuuia 
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-vho  have  striven  and  taxed  themselves 
in  time,  in  money,  and  in  toil  for  the 

maintaining  of  our  voluntary  schools 
AS  they  are — ^it  bids  them  hand  those 
schools  over  to  become  provided 
schools. 

The  leea  important  side  of  that  question 
18  the  money  side ;  but  that  point  must 
be  loolwd  into.  I  find  the  very  strangest 
ignorance  among  those  from  whom  I 
should  certainly  not  e2:pect  it  on  the 
money  aspect  of  wh^t  our  sacrifice 
has  been  with  regard  to  our  volun- 
tary school's.  A  short  time  ago  I  was 
talkiI^;  to  a  leading  Member  of 
Parlianient,  a  supporter  of  the  GU>vem- 
ment,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest 
respect,  both  as  to  his  knowledge  of  many 
subjects,  as  to  his  character,  and  as  to  his 
-enthusiasm  upon  moral  and  religious 
•questions,  and  I  asked  him  what  he  had 
found  to  be  the  main  actuating  influence 
which  had  led  him  to  vote  for  some  of 
the  provi^ons  in  the  Bill  which  came  to 
grief  two  years  ago.   He  answered — 

"  I  was  largely  led  to  it  by  the  knowledge 
of  the  falling  o£F  in  Tolnntiuy  subscriptions 
as  Bhowing  a  diminution  of  the  interest  which 
pe<^le  take  in  voluntary  schools.  Had  they 
maintained  them  a«  they  did  in  1870,  the  whole 
portion  would  have  been  very  much  di&rent." 

I  asked  him — 

"  Were  your  votes  actuated  by  that  t " 

and  he  sud — 

"  Certainly  they  were." 
I  said — 

"  Would  you  be  surprifled  if  I  told  you  that 
during  these  thirty  years  the  subscriptions 
have  not  ouly  not  fallen  off,  but  have  grown 
•fte-adily,  and  are  more  than  double  what  they 
were  when  the  Act  of  1870  whs  passed  y  " 

Here  are  the  facts.  In  1870  the  volun- 
tary contributions,  for  maintenance 
^uJyj  throughout  England  amounted 
ta  £118,000  a  year,  and  of  that  sum 
thi&  schools  connected  specially  with 
the  Chozch  of  Englatid  contributed 
1-329.000.  In  1880  the  figure  had  grown 
to  £739,000,  and  in  1901  the  total 
iimountcd  to  £.Si4.(inii.  wliich  the 
Uhurth  Hubsfribi.d  ttils.iKlil.  Tiierefore 
Church  of  Dnj^lii-iul  iilnur  v,^^  sub- 
in  1901  £648,000  pt-r  annum  as 
a  with  £329,000  which  we  had 
jKibsciibi]]^  when  the  Bdacation 
onme  into  force. 

not  ,put  the  monetary  contribu- 
tiu  mam  point,  but  it  is  necessary 
iocward    as  evidence 


how  deep  and  growing  has  been 
the  interest  shown  in  this  cause. 
Of  course,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
a  good  deal  of  that  money  was  not  given 
for  strictly  religious  reasons.  Much 
was  given  in  the  earlier  years  at 
any  rate,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
creation  of  school  boards  with  their 
attendant  rates.  But  if  any  one  thinks 
that  that  explains  the  large  amonnts 
subscribed,  let  him  look  at  the  case  of 
boroughs  where  there  were  school  boards, 
and  where  people  were  already  rated, 
and  he  will  find  that  the  contrast  between 
the  earlier  subscriptions  and  the  later 
ones  is,  in  many  cases,  even 
more  marked  there  than  in  the 
country  places.  Or  take  it  in  another 
way.  Since  1902  everybody  has  been 
rated.  Subscriptions  are  no  longer 
wanted  for  maintenance,  but  they  are 
wanted  for  buildings.  We  have  no 
means  of  knowing  exactly  how  much 
money  has  been  given  during  that  time 
for  building  purposes,  aa  it  does  not 
necessarily  appear  in  any  statistical 
return,  but  during  these  three  years  I  can 
say,  from  personal  investigation,  that 
more  than  £1,500,000  have  been  sub- 
scribed by  people  all  of  whom  were 
already  rated,  in  order  to  improve  the 
buildings  of  their  vohmtary  schools. 

Why  was  all  that  money  given  I 
After  deducting  the  money  given  for 
keeping  out  school  boards,  we  can  say 
that  it  was  given  to  secure  real 
religious  teaching  in  our  schools  by 
competent  people.  I  sometimes  wonder 
what  those  who  oppose  us  and  deride 
our  efforts  really  think  does  go  on  in 
the  religious  hour  in  our  voluntary 
schools.  Simple  Bible  teaching  is  some- 
times contrasted  with  the  teaching 
usually  given  in  Church  schools.  Why, 
my  Lords,  the  term  "  Simple  Bible 
teaching,"  correctly  describes  the  chief 
teaching  in  our  schools  if  it  be  given  by 
Christian  men  and  women  whose  fitness 
we  have  ascertained  as  far  as  we  can 
ascertain  it,  and  who,  with  all  the  help 
that  a  livii^  Church  can  give,  are  trying  to 
make  that  teaching  for  the  Church*s 
own  children  a  reality  for  worship  and 
for  life.  Therefore,  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  "simple  Bible  teaching"  and 
"Church  of  England  teaching"  under 
the  idea  that  something  whollv  different 
is  being  done  aP'^'MfySaMb^'h  to 
misunderstand  the  position. 
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This  proposal  would  allow  both  sorts 
of  teaching  in  all  schools ;  bat  it  is 
urged  by  many  that  it  is  unfair  that  the 
one  should  be  paid  for  out  of  the  rates 
and  that  the  other  should  not.  I  entirely 
agree ;  it  is  altogether  unfair.  But  many 
things  are  unfair,  and  sometimes  the 
"best  teat  of  a  man's  earnestness  is  the 
"fact  that  he  is  willing  to  suffer  unfair- 
neM  ratiier  than  abanotni  his  principle. 
There  is  the  question  of  money,  and 
there  is  the  far  more  important  question 
of  principle  which  lies  behind.  As  to 
money,  it  seems  to  me  palpably  imfair 
in  a  country  of  religious  b^edom  that 
some  men  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  twice  over  for  the  reli^us  instruc- 
tion wluch  is  being  g^ven  to  their  children ; 
that  they  should  first  have  to  pay  a 
rate  like  other  people,  and  that  then 
they  should  have  to  pay  extra  for  the 
religious  part  of  the  teaching  to  be  given 
by  teachers  for  whom  they  themselves 
w^ould  have  responsibility.  That  is  an 
unfair  thing,  but  I  do  not  say  for  that 
reason  it  is  fatal  to  the  acceptance  of 
this  principle. 

But  the  question,  not  of  money,  but 
of  principle  is  far  reaching  indeed.  I 
lisve  trieid  to  show  that  such  a  plan  as 
this  would  inflict  hardship  upon  ua  in 
many  ways.  It  would  hand  over  dunng 
school  hours  not  the  use  of  oui  buildings 
only,  but  all  control  as  to  the  appointment 
of  teachers,  and  aU  security  for  what  is 
somewhat  vaguely  called  the  atmos* 
phere  of  the  school.  We  should  be 
paying  for  religious  teaching  more 
than  twice  over  in  places  where  our 
buildings  were  our  own,  and  this  would 
be  true  of  two-thirds  of  the  schools  of 
En^nd.  That  is  an  immense  sacrifice 
to  ask  of  us  on  the  whole.  I  am 
still,  my  Lords,  prepared  to  advocate 
our  making  it  if,  and  only  if,  by 
so  doing  we  can,  on  reasonable  lines, 
settle  this  difficulty  and  secure  a 
firm  basis  for  the  future.  But  to  do 
that  we  must  definitely  secure  freedom 
of  parental  choice  in  all  schools  and 
freedom  to  the  teacher  to  volunteer  for 
denominational  teaching  in  all  schools. 
Without  that,  in  addition  to  some  pro- 
vision for  exceptional  schools,  the  fabric 
of  the  arrangement  would  at  once  fall 
to  pieces  in  our  hands.  And  when  I 
say  I  am  prepared  to  give  some  sup- 
port to  the  plui,  I  mean  to  the  plan  in 
its  entirely ;  not  tlie  plan  with  one-half 
•of  it  tal^  away. 


I  I  picture  myself  having  to  go  to 
'  the  man  in  the  country  town  or 
I  large  village  who  has  with  infinite 
I  care  during  the  last  few  years  raised 
I  the  money  necessary  for  building  a 
i  denominational  school.  He  tells  me,  "  If 
this  new  plan  becomes  law,  I  have 
lost  every^iing.  I  might  just  as  well 
have  kept  my  money  in  my  pocket ; 
other  people  who  have  been  Uving  here 
have  not  paid  a  farthing  towards  it  and 
they  will  have  quite  as  much  advantage 
in  the  end  as  we  who  have  paid 
the  money.  Is  that  fair  or  reasonable  ?  " 
Sly  answer  is,  "  It  is  most  unfair,  most  un- 
reasonable, as  regards  the  personal  result 
upon  yourself  and  your  friends.  But 
what  has  happened  is  this.  By  the  sacri- 
fices which  you  and  they  have  made 
you  have  secured  the  assertion  of  that 
principle  of  the  parents'  right  of  a 
denominational  kind  in  all  the  schools 
of  the  land.  There  is  where  the  di£Eerence 
comes  in.  You  have  not  gained  all 
that  you  hoped  for  in  your  school, 
and  you  have  certainly  gained  nothing 
for  yoorself,  but  yon  have  gained 
it  for  the  childrni  of  England  ; 
and  ^hat  is  something  which  has  been 
worth  making  sacrifices  for. 

Of  course,  to  any  solution  such  as  this 
an  infinite  number  of  practical  objections 
could  be  taken.  I  have  no  doubt  Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley  would  be  able, 
from  his  vast  accumulated  knowledge  of 
the  practical  management  of  st^ools, 
to  show  us  how  entirdy  unworkable  it  is. 
Any  and  every  scheme  which  the  wit  of 
man  can  devise  for  settling  this  question 
can  be  shown  to  bristle  with  difficulties 
whichever  way  we  look  at  it.  But  we 
exist  to  overcome  these  difficulties ;  and 
in  my  opinion  the  difficulties  can  be 
overcome  ii  we  put  our  backs  to  it  and 
strive  for  a  settlement. 

I  come  to  the  last  point.  X  know  I 
tread  on  very  dangerous  ground,  but  I 
am  going  to  be  perfectly  frank  with  the 
House  and  with  those  who  may  read  our 
words  outside.  We  shall  be  told,  I  think, 
that  by  the  preferential  treatment 
allowed  to  undenominational  teaching — 
the  pa3ang  for  it,  that  is,  out  of  the  rates 
when  the  denominational  teaching  has 
to  be  voluntarily  paid  for  by  people 
already  rated — we  are  establishing  and 
endowing  a  new  form  of  reUgion,  to  which, 
for  want  of  a  truer  nomcaidatuie^^he 
critics  have  given  the  name  of  "  Cowpe> 
system  anomalous. 
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inegular^  and  fraught  with  great  peril 
because  oi  the  inevitable  uncertainty 
as  to  the  form  it  may  take  in  particular 
cases.  Theoretically  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  dispute  that  proposition,  and, 
if  the  statement  was  as  true  in  concrete 
fact  as  it  is  in  abstract  theory,  it  might 
be  &tal  to  any  such  plan  of  settlement 
as  is  here  suggested. 

But  we  are  bound,  in  fairness,  to  bear 
two  things  ia  mind.  First,  that  some  such 
preferential  treatment  has  been  in  use, 
however  unfairly,  ever  since  1870,  and 
therefore  in  assenting  to  it  we  are  not 
writing  upon  a  clean  slate,  or  devising 
a  new  plan  of  our  own.  We  have 
next  to  remember  that  it  is  only  by  a 
strained  use  of  terms  that  we  can  speak 
of  that  sort  of  teaching  as  a  particular 
form  of  religion,  or,  in  other  words, 
an  "  ism."  Conceivably  it  might  be 
made  so,  but,  with  a  pretty  full  experience 
upon  this  subject  ever  since  my  Ordina- 
tion thirty-four  years  ago,  I  cannot 
honestly  say  that  I  think  it  has  been 
so  made.  Most  of  the  teachers  who  have 
imparted  it  are  themselves  members 
of  some  religious  denomination,  and 
I  have  not  heard  in  my  intercourse 
with  them  that  they  have  found  it  in- 
consistent with  their  thoughtful  loyalty 
to  their  own  Church,  whatever  it  be, 
to  be  giving  this  Idnd  of  Scriptural 
teaching  upon  a  large  Christian  basis. 

Will  you  pardon  me  if  I  explain  by  an 
example  what  I  mean  %  It  would  be 
wholly  out  of  place  to  enter  here  upon 
theological  questions,  but  I  do  not  know 
how  to  make  my  meaning  clear  except 
by  an  instance.  If  you  will  turn  to  the 
series  of  religious  syllabuses  now  in  use 
in  council  schools,  you  will  find  that  in 
many  of  the  more  careful  of  them  there 
is  a  long  series  of  New  Testament  passages 
which  are  to  be  taught  to  the  children. 
Take  three  of  the  passages  generally 
included  in  the  syllabus ;  The  story  of  the 
manger  cradle  at  Bethlehem;  the  parable 
of  the  Prodigal  Son ;  and  the  story  in  out- 
line of  St.Paul*s  conversion  and  subsequent 
life.  Christian  teachers  of  all  denomina- 
tions are  teaching  these.  Now,  as  a 
Christian,  you  cannot  teach  the  story 
of  the  manger  cradle  even  in  the  simplest 
form  without  teaching  the  coming  of 
our  Lord  to  this  world.  You  cannot,  as 
a  Christian,  teach  our  Lord's  parable  of 
the  Prodigal  Son  without  teaching,  again 
in  simplest  form,  what  is  meant  by  God's 
'  The  Lord  ArMisJu^  of  Canterbury. 


forgiveness  of  sin.    You  cannot  as  a 
Christian  teach  the  story  of  St.  Paul's 
conversion  and  subsequent  life  and  work 
without  its  turning  upon  the  fact  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord.    Of  course, 
the  character  of  all  such  teaching  depends 
I  upon  the  teacher.    Hence  the  supreme 
I  importance  of  the  Christian  traininng 
j  colleges  of  the  land — hence,  too,  the  need 
I  of  securing  that  no  compulsion  is  put 
I  upon  any  teacher ;  he  only  gives  such 
{ teaching,  be  it  "  simple  Bible  teaching 
or  anj-thing  else,  if  he  desires  to  do  so, 
j  and   offers   himself  as   possessing  the 
requisite  knowledge.    Our  teachers  are  a 
high  class  of  men  and  women — as  every 
one  who  knows  them  will  admit ;  and  in 
the  main  I  am  certain  that — if  once  we 
have  secured  to  them  adequate  oppor- 
tunity of  training — we  may  largely  trust 
them,  and  they  will  prove  responsive  to, 
and  worthy  of,  that  trust. 

You  will  not  suppose  me  to  be 
m}"self  ceasing  to  assert  that 
children,  especially  as  they  grow  older, 
are  entitled  to  claim  a  more  definite 
form  of  Christian  teaching.  Of  couise 
they  are.  Hence  our  building  so  many 
schools.  Hence  our  struf^le,  even  when 
pappg  for  other  schools  also,  to  main- 
tain ours.  Hence  the  value  we  attach  to 
that  best  of  all  summaries  of  the  Christian 
faith— the  Church  Catechism.  Such 
teaching  is  dearer  to  us  than  life  itself. 
By  this  plan  now  outlined  to  us  you  would 
secure  that,  where  the  parent  wishes  it, 
and  where  the  thing  can  be  so  arranged, 
there  shall  be  opportunity  everywhere 
for  such  definite  teachbig.  It  is  the 
recognition  of  that  parental  right  all 
round  which  in  large  measure  commends 
this  scheme  to  me.  Not  as  a  fair  one — 
not  as  one  which  will  not  press  hardly 
upon  ourselves,  not  as  one  which  gives 
us  all  that  we  might  quite  reasonably  ask 
— but  as  one  which  may  give  us  a  road- 
way towards  the  bourne  of  settlement 
whirh  we  so  desire. 

I  believe  that  when  you  regard  the 
matter  as  a  whole, — and  leave  necessarily 
out  of  account  some  of  the  stoutest  and 
worthiest  champions  who  uncompromi- 
singly fight  for  what  they  believe  to 
be  right  in  this  matter,  but  who,  perhaps, 
a  little  fail  to  see  the  difficulties  which 
beset  the  olution  which  they  would  desire 
— the  great  main  body  of  this  Christiai 
people  is  more  at  one  upon  this  anxious 
question  than  commonly-appea^i  ^  Which 
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»i  us  lias  taken  pait  in  great  religious 
gatJierinj^s  of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
men— say  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
tile  great  Queen,  seven  years  ago,  when, 
&I1  the  land  over,  men  who  are  ordinarily 
fimdered  offered  prayer  and  praise 
togeAer,  or  in  the  solemn  consecration 
tif  our  ^ng,  or  on  the  recurring  occasions 
of  the  funerals  of  oin*  greatest  men — 
rliich  of  us  has  borne  part  in  these  with- 
'pot  feeling  the  pulsation  of  a  larger 
'.tiriatian  life,  of  a  fundamental  Christian 
mityt  Which  of  us  but  feels  at 
neb  an  hour  that  down  in  the  deeps 
d  Hfe  the  things  which  unite  us 
m  our  faith  are  larger  and  stronger 
OuQ  the  things  which  sunder  us  ?  If 
ncan  let  such  thoughts  bear  fruit  in  the 
sttitade  aiul  temper  of  mind  with  which 
ve  approach  the  education  controversy, 
ita  settlement — my  Lords,  it  is  my 
loiioiis  wish  and  prayer — on  lines  of 
Atj^  tolerance  and  of  real  liberty  may  be 
lutt  at  hand. 

•The  lord  PRESIDENT  op  the 
'lOCNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crewe):  My 
Lords,  it  may  be  for  the  convenience  of 
Tbe  House  if  I  now  intervene  in  order  to 
«we,  as  I  hope  I  may  be  able  to  with  at 
^oyntea  fair  degree  of  brevity,  what 
the  view  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
u  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  may 
^«Hiap6  begin  by  saying  that  at  first 
ught  there  seems  to  be  some  analogy 
MWMi  the  yoBidon  of  His  Majesty's 
(^orcnimeDt  id  regard  to  this  measure 
ud  (heir  position  with  r^ard  to  two 
nnnree  relating  to  Scotland  which 
oaw  up  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
mnon,  when  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  on  the  Woolsack  and  myself  had 
u>  state  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
that  we  were  not  able  to  take  any  part  in 
'.)»  discussion.  But  I  think  a  little  con- 
«denti<m  will  show  that  the  resemblance, 
w bras  it  exists  between  the  two  cases, 
1*  purely  snperficial.  In  the  first  place, 
'•he  Bill  of  His  Majesty's  GrOTornment 
rdttiDg  to  Scottish  land  was,  so  to  speak, 
ooekiiig  at  tiie  doors  of  your  Lordships' 
3oimf  whereas  it  will  yet  be  some  little 
^-BH  before  tbe  Government  measure  on 
olmtion  arrives  here. 

But  there  is  another  and  a  larger 
'iifsreoce.  The  face  is  that  this  educa- 
UB  (juestion  is  in  a  very  special  and 
^ecaliaT  pontion.    It  is,  if  I  may  say  so, 
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more  entirely  and  completely  public 
property  than  any  other  question  which 
can  be  said  to  be  before  we  country  at 
this  time.  There  is  do  ccmsideratioa 
concerning  it  that  has  not  been  brought 
before  Parliament  and  no  point  that  has 
not  been  argued  and  re-argued  both  here 
and  in  the  Press.  And  consequently 
I  think  that  even  my  right  hon. 
friend  who  presides  over  the  Education 
Department  cannot  claim,  so  to  speak, 
exclusive  patent  rights  even  as  regards 
the  measure  of  which  he  has  charge  in 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  A  short 
time  ago  a  friend  of  mine  reminded  me 
that  anybody  who  had  to  do  with  an 
education  Bill  could  not  act  more  wisely 
than  in  following  the  example  of  a  lady 
celebrated  in  a  poem  of  some  200  years 
ago,  who 

"In  matters  of  conscience  adhered  to  two 
rules — 

To  advise  with  no  bigots,  and  je»t  \dth  no 
fools  "  ;  ^ 

and  he  might  have  added — what  he  did 
not  add — that  attention  to  that  precept 
would  relieve  anybody  from  studying, 
at  any  rate,  the  whole  of  the  correspon- 
dence which  appears  in  ihe  public  Ftess 
on  this  question  of  education. 

That  means  that  this  question  ought 
to  be  approached  with  gravity  and 
with  moderation.  The  office  of  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  who  is  responsible  for  this 
Bill  made  it,  of  course,  certain  that  the 
first  condition  would  be  fulfilled,  though 
it  might  not  be  an  absolute  guarantee 
that  the  second  would  be  fulfilled  also. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  all  agree  that  it  is  in  a 
spirit  of  very  real  moderation  that  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  has  approached  this 
question.  I  recognise  also  a  similar 
spirit  of  moderation  in  the  eloquent 
speech  of  the  most  rev.  Primate  to  which 
we  have  just  listened,  even  running 
through  hia  full  and  most  closely 
reasoned  apologia  for  the  system  of  Church 
of  England  schools  in  this  country. 

His  Majesty's  Government  recognise 
in  this  Bill  an  honest  attempt  to  come  to 
a  settlement  of  this  question,  and  we 
recognise  it  all  the  more  fully  because  we 
are  aware  that  it  is  not  the  first  time 
that  the  right  rev.  Prelate  has  made  a 
similar  attempt.  He  alluded  to  his  action 
in  introducing  the  Transferred  Schools 
Bill  in  1904.  That  Bill  bore  some 
resemblance  to  the  i  present-- measure, 
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although  it  is,  of  course,  by  no  means 
identical.   It  was  of  a  much  more  per- 
missive and  tentative  character  than  the 
present  measure.    I  do  not  think  any 
of  your  Lordships  could  have  listened 
without  respect,  and  even  without  emo- 
tion, to  what  the  most  rev.  Primate  said  of 
his  belief  that  this  controversy  ought 
somehow  to  be  settled  and  of  his  convic- 
tion that  means  could  be  found  of  settling 
it.    I  heartily  join  with  him  in  the 
expression  of  that  wish,  and  I  do  believe 
that  there  is  an  increasing  desire  in  the 
country  for  a  settlement   I  believe  that 
the  desire  to  arrange  this  question  has 
reached  a  somewhat  different  stratum  of 
opinion  from  that  which  was  aifected  by 
it  even  so  recently  as  when  our  Bill  of 
two  years  ago  was  being  brought  in. 
And  that  is  not  because  there  is  any  con- 
Tiction  that  the  differences  between  the 
different  parties  on  this  subject  are  trivial 
in  themselves,  or  that  they  can  be  lightly 
treated  or  ignored,  but  there  is,  I  tfaink, 
a  growing  conviction  that  it  is  a  discredit 
to  our  national  reputation  for  common 
sense  that  this  controversy  should  be  so 
long  kept  open — a  discredit,  if  you  will, 
to  His  Majesty's  Government,  but  a 
discredit,  also,  to  His  Majesty's  Opposi- 
tion ;  a  discredit,  if  you  will,  to  the 
Church,  but  a  discredit,  also,  to  Noncon- 
formity.   If  there  is  one  aptitude  on 
which  we  pride  ourselves  as  a  nation,  it  is 
that  of  being  able  to  come  to  working 
agreements  on  difficult  subjects,  and  I 
feel  that  the  country  ia  getting  positively 
ashamed  of  the  time  that  is  beuig  taken 
to  settle  this  question. 

There  is,  also,  a  further  point,  alluded 
to  by  the  most  rev.  Primate,  and  it  ia 
this.  If  every  path  we  take,  as  we 
hope,  towards  a  settlement,  is  found 
to  end  in  a  thicket  or  a  morass,  people 
will  begin  to  turn  towards  the  wide 
and  apparently  straight  path  which 
leads  to  the  secular  system.  That  system, 
as  we  know,  is  attractive  to  many  from 
its  symmetry.  It  seems  to  content  those 
who  believe  that  under  it  they  can 
give  religious  education  to  the  children 
belonging  to  their  own  particular  sect 
or  section  in  the  Church,  but  in  the 
opinion  of,  as  I  believe,  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country  it  risks 
gravely  compromising  the  rel^ious  life 
of  the  nation  as  a  whole.  The  conclusion 
which  I  have  reached  from  these  things, 

The  Earl  of  Crewe, 


after  hearing  the .  two  speeches 
wMch  have  just  been  delivered,  if  I 
may  venture  to  give  advice  to  your 
Lordships,  is  that  you  would  do  wisely 
to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time.  It  ia 
difficult  to  see  that  any  injury  can  be 
done  to  the  interests  either  of  education 
or  of  religion  by  doing  so,  whereas  the 
curt  rejection  of  the  Bill  might,  in  my 
opinion,  make  a  solution  of  the  question 
more  difGoult. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  should  not  be  candid^ 
and  I  should  not  be  following  the  ex- 
ample which  the  most  rev.  Primate  haa 
given  us,  if  I  were  to  pretend  that,  in 
ray  opinion,  all  is  plain  sailing,  or  any- 
thing approaching  plain  sailing,  for  this 
Bill.  There  are  very  serious  difficulties- 
to  be  faced  before  this  Bill  could  be 
regarded  as  a  solution  of  the  question. 
In  the  first  place,  both  the  previous 
speakers  have  drawn  attention  to  the 
fact  that  no  provision  is  made  in  the 
Bill  for  exceptional  cases,  such  as  those 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  and  the  Jews,, 
and  the  right  rev.  Prelate  regarded  some 
provision  of  the  kind  as  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  Bill.  If  he  did,  I  am  not 
quite  clear  why  he  did  not  make  some 
attempt  to  meet  it. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  attitude  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  may  be  aa 
regards  passive  resistance,  but,  if  the 
Bill  were  to  be  passed  into  law  as  it 
stands,  the  adoption  of  passive  resistance 
by  every  Roman  Catholic,  from  the 
noble  Duke  opposite  (the  Duke  of 
Norfolk)  down  to  the  poorest  Irish, 
labourer  who  carries  a  hod  up  a  ladder 
would,  I  think,  be  explained,  even  if  it 
were  not  justified.  I  see — and  this  is 
an  important  matter  to  bear  in  mind  in 
this  connection — no  way  by  which  this 
omission  can  be  rectified  in  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  that,  without  contravening 
the  privileges  of  another  place,  it  would 
be  possible  to  insert,  as  an  Amendment 
of  this  Bill,  any  provision  which  would 
meet  the  case  of  the  Roman  Catiiolics 
and  the  Jews.  That  is  one  difficulty- 
which  affects  the  Bill,  although  it  need 
not  be  regarded  as  a  difficulty  of  sub- 
stance in  a  settlement  of  the  whole 
question. 

But  the  Bill  proposes,  as  your  Lord- 
ships will^faave  gathered  from  th^speechee 
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that  have  been  made,  to  alter  the  law 
in  two  very  important  particulars,  deal- 
ing, in  fact,  with  what,  I  think,  were  the 
two  most  int«re8ting   and  important 
points  of  controversy  between  the  two 
aides  of  the  House  when  the  Bill  of 
my  rig^t  hon.  &iend  Mr.  Birrell  was 
before  us.   The  first  is  the  question 
of  permitting  all  the  teachers  to  give 
religions  instruction.    Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say,  in  passing,  how  deeply 
impressed  I  was  with  the  description 
wluch  the  most  rev.  Primate  gave  of 
what  is  known  as  Cowper- Temple  teach- 
ing, so  valuable,  as  I  think,  because  it 
described  that  teaching,  not  as  it  might 
be  according  to  some  i  jtriori  theory, 
bnt  as  it  has  actually  been  found  to 
be  in  the   practice    of   our  schools. 
But  this    question    of    the  teacher 
giving  the  denominational  teaching  is, 
n  we  all  remember,  as  I,  indeed,  sorrow- 
fnlly  remember,  one  of  the  most  con- 
tnnreiBial  and  difficult  with  which  we 
had  to  deal.    "We  always  felt,  and  I  never 
concealed  my  opinion,  that  in  one  sense 
it  was  a  hardship  on  the  teacher  not  to 
be  allowed  to  give  this  particular  teaching 
li  he  or  she  w^ere  willing  to  do  so.  But 
what  will  be  said  in  particular,  of  course, 
as  regards  the  single  school  areas,  is  that 
by  allowing  the  teachers  who  are  pre- 
pared to  do  so  to  give  the  denominational 
teaching  you  will  be,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
and  .  reality,   leaving  a  large  number 
of  those  village  schools,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  precisely  the  same  schools 
as  they  are  at  this  moment,  and  that 
Tott  wUl  fail  to  meet  what  is  the  admitted 
grievance  ot  NonGonfomust  parents  and 
their  chtldren  in  those  particiuar  districtfi. 
Too  will  also  be  told,  I  have  no  doubt, 
in  the  words  used,  I  remember,  on  a 
former  occasion  by  the  noble  Duke  whose 
loss  we  all  so  deeply  deplore — the  Duke  of 
Devonshire — that  the  difficulty  consists 
in  the  fact  that,  if  you  make  it  an  object 
to  have  a  teacher  of  a  particular  religious 
Mief  to  give  denominational  teaching, 
the  teacher  will  be  appointed  either  in 
order  to  give  the  teaching  or  in  order 
not  to  give  it.      That  is  a  practical 
difficulty  of    management  wmch  you 
will  have  to  face. 


The  second  important  alteration  is  in 
Rgard  to  what  is  known  as  all-round 
^•alities.    AU-ronnd  laciUties  have  had 
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a  very  real  attraction,  I  think,  for 
everybody  who  has  attempted  to  find  a 
solution  of  this  question.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  speaking  for  the  Govern- 
ment, that  they  were  our  first  love 
and,  though  we  have  exhibited  con- 
siderable infidelity  to  them  at  different 
times  since,  still  we  have  never  lost  a 
certain  afiection  for  them.  But  I 
think  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  extreme  difficulty  by  those 
who  recollect  the  debate  which  began  in 
your  Lordships'  House  on  31st  Od»ber, 
1906.  In  that  debate.  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh  moved  an  Amendment  which 
proposed  to  incorporate  in  the  BUI  a 
system  of  general  facilities  ;  it  was  not 
quite  so  complete  a  B3^tem  as  that  advo- 
cated in  another  Amendment  by  Lord 
Ampthill.  I  well  remember  that  debate. 
The  noble  Marquess  who  leads  the 
Opposition  spoka  in  general  terms  in 
favour  of  the  plan.  Then  two  speeches 
were  made,  and  I  recollect  those  speeches 
very  well,  because  they  were  an  instance 
of  what  one  does  not  very  often  see 
in  the  course  of  a  discussion  in  any 
deliberative  Assembly.  As  a  general  rule 
speeches  are  made  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  arguments  are  made  and  answered, 
and  there  is  no  visible  effect  on  the 
opinion  of  anybody.  But,  on  this  par- 
ticular occasion,  two  speeches  were  made, 
one  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  the 
other  by  Viscoimt  St.  Aldwyn,  and  one 
could,  so  to  speak,  see  these  speeches 
fermenting  in  the  minds  of  noble  Lords, 
with  the  result,  as  I  believe,  that  whereas 
the  great  body  of  the  House  came  down 
here  with  a  very  distinct  predilection  in 
&vour  of  general  facilities,  then  a 
kind  of  blight  fell  on  every  one,  and  it 
was  genertdly  agreed  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  support  the  Amendment. 
I  remember  that  discussion,  and  I  cannot 
help  calling  attention  to  it,  lest  it  should 
be  supposed  that  it  is,  after  all,  an  easy 
matter  to  bring  about  this,  in  mimy 
ways,  most  attractive  change. 


One  argument  that  will  be  used  again 
is  the  exceedingly  important  one  that 
it  is  a  very  i^cult  matter  indeed, 
assuming  that  there  is  any  conrader- 
able  number  of  local  authorities  who 
definitely  object  to  the  giving  of  those 
facilities  in  council  schools, 
them  the  necessity  M'^. 
B  2 


39        Memeniary  Education        {LORDS}      {Sngtaad  and  WaUa)  BiU.  40 


is  no  conceivable  legal  machinery  by 
which  that  can  be  satisfactorily  done ; 
and  it  is  well,  therefore,  if  anything  is 
to  come  of  this,  to  demand  distinct 
evidence,  which  may  be  forthcoming — I 
do  not  say  It  will  not — of  something  like 
a  general  agreement  all  over  the  country, 
on  the  part  of  the  public  generally,  and 
the  local  authorities  in  particular,  that 
this  is  the  proper  solution  at  which  we 
should  aim.  There  were  other  diffi- 
culties, into  which  I  need  not  go,  ex- 
pressed so  eloquently  and  so  fully  by  the 
most  rev.  Primate— difficulties  from  the 
Church  point  of  view,  which  we  must 
fairiy  balance  against  those  from  the 
Nonconformist,  and  purely  civic  point 
of  view.  The  two  sets  of  objections 
must  be  carefully  balanced  one  against 
another,  if  we  are  to  arrive  at  anything 
like  a  compromise. 

My  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  has  a  BiU  of  his 
own  in  another  place.  That  Bill  differs 
in  some  important  particulars  from  this, 
but  it  has  this  general  resemblance  to 
it — and  so  far  the  right  rev.  Prelate's 
Bill  may,  I  think,  be  said  to  be  founded 
on  it — ^that  it  does  aim  at  the  establish- 
ment of  a  genuine  national  system. 
A  universal  national  system  is  by  general 
consent  an  impossibility  ;  but  botib  Bills 
aim  at  the  abolition  of  a  dual  system, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  single  system. 
In  our  opinion  it  is  my  right  hon.  friend's 
Bill  which  ought  to  form  the  ultimate 
basis  of  full  discussion  on  this  subject 
in  your  Lordships'  House.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  usual  and  convenient  that  the 
discussion  of  an  important  subject  like 
this  should  be  taken  on  a  Government 
Bill.  In  the  second  place,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible,  consistently  with  the 
practice  of  Parliament,  to  engraft  on 
this  measure  a  clause  dealing  with  the 
exceptional  schools  for  which  provision 
is  to  be  made.  Therefore,  if  your  Lord- 
ships are  willing,  as  I  hope  you  will  be, 
to  give  this  Bill  a  Second  Reading,  its 
furtiier  discussion  should  be  postponed 
at  any  rate  for  some  considerable  time. 
Of  course,  I  entirely  admit  what  fell 
from  the  most  rev.  I^imate.  This  must 
not  be  regarded  as  the  definite  proposal 
or  offer  of  the  Church  of  England  as  a 
whole.  We  shall  get  no  such  offer ; 
and,  therefore,  we  must  take  what  we  can 
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get  in  the  way  of  expressions  of  opinion. 
We  regard  this  Bill  as  being  the  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  and. 
as  we  believe,  of  an  increasing  body  of 
Church  people  upon  the  general  lines  on 
which  this  question  ought  to  be  settled. 
Feeling  this,  recognising  this,  we  regard 
the  production  of  this  Bill  as  being  a 
distinct  assistance  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
in  laying  his  proposals  before  Parliament 
and  the  country. 

*The  Marqcxss  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  before  this  discussion  proceeds 
further,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  convenient 
that  I  should  tell  the  House  how  some 
of  us  think  that  the  Motion  before  us 
should  be  dealt  with.  I  propose,  before 
I  resume  my  seat,  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  will  be  that 
this  debate,  instead  of  proceeding  further, 
should  be  adjourned,  and  the  few  words 
which  I  have  now  to  say  will  be  devoted 
to  an  attempt  to  show  your  Lordships 
that  there  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  the 
course  which  I  advocate. 

We  find  ourselves,  particularly  after 
the  speech  to  hich  we  have  just  listened, 
in  a  somewhat  singular  and  unexpected 
position.  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  an  Education  Bill  of  their  own. 
That  Bill  is  one  of  such  importance  that 
they  always  assigned  to  it,  if  not 
the  very  foremost  place,  at  any  rate 
nearly  the  foremost  place,  in  their 
legislative  programme.  We  have  been 
always  under  the  impression  that  thej 
had  formed  an  inexorable  resolve  to  paaa 
that  Bill,  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe 
that  as  lately  as  Friday  last  a  colleague 
of  the  noble  Earl's,  Mr.  Harcouit, 
announced  that  the  Education  BiU  repre- 
sented "  the  last  word  on  denominational 
compromise."  It  is  really  remarkable 
that  this  last  word  should  prove  to  be 
the  penultimate,  or  even  perhaps  the 
ante-penultimate  word  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  the  real  last  w^ord 
should  be  spoken  in  your  Lordships* 
House  and  of  all  places  in  the  world,  from 
the  Episcopal  Bench. 

One  sometimes  endeavours,  before  a 
discussion  of  this  kind,  to  form  an 
idea  of  the  kind  of  speech  to  which  one 
is  likely  to  have  to  reply ;  and  I  had 
formed  a  very  distinct  idea  of  the  kind 
of  speech  whidh  iiUie^ifd  t^^dent 
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was  likely  to  deliver,  and  to  which  I 
should  have  to  reply.  It  was  not  the 
same  speech  as  that  to  which  we  have 
listened ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  noble  Earl's 
opening  observations  I  think  I  detected 
a  certain  feeling  on  his  part  that 
the  House  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  his  speech  should  be  of  a  rather 
different  kind.  Like  his,  my  mind 
went  back  to  the  occasion  when  we 
were  discussing  the  Small  Holdings  Bill 
of  Lord  Camperdown.  At  that  time 
there  were  two  Small  Holdings  Bills 
before  Parliament,  one  of  them  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
other  before  your  Lordships*  House ; 
I  camiot  resist  reminding  the  noble 
Earl  of  some  observations  which  fell 
from  him  on  that  occasion.  He  com- 
plained that  my  noble  friend,  in  perse- 
vering with  his  Bill,  was  lowing  a 
certain  want  of  courtesy  to  the  Minister 
in  cha^  of  the  rivid  measure,  and  he 
went  on — 

**  If  this  kiiid  of  thing  is  gcnnff  to  tain  jdaoei 
the  world  will  be  Dot  only  a  school  for  saints 
but  a  whool  for  martyra.  I  regard  with  some 
alarm  the  prospect  of  similar  taotioa  being 
panned  with  regard  to  the  Educititm  Bill,  or 
Ednoatioa  Bilb. 

"  I  can  cotireivp  at  leai>t  seven  different 
Education  Bills,  which  might  bo  brooght  in 
from  different  quarters  of  the  Houm,  at  least 
three  from  the  EpiKcopal  Bench,  and  font  or 
five  from  other  quartera." 

And  now,  my  Lords,  listen  to  what 
follows — 

"  If  it  became  the  practice  that  independent 
Members  were  to  bring  in  Bills  of  their  own 
in  order  to  miticipat^  Government  measures, 
•11 1  can  nay  is  that  the  prospect  is  one  which 
fills  me  personally  with  something  very  like 
horror." 

We  detected  no  trace  of  horror  in 
the  composed  remarks  which  the  noble 
Earl  delivered  just  now.  On  the  contrary, 
what  the  noble  Earl  has  told  us,  is  that 
he,  like,  I  believe,  nearly  all  your  Lordships, 
is  earnestly  desirous  of  seeing  a  settle- 
ment of  this  educational  controversy, 
that  he  regards  some  of  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  right  rev.  Prelate's 
Bill  as  of  a  valuable  and  suggestive 
character ;  and  I  understood  him  to 
add  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
were,  at  any  rate,  prepared  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  grafting  some  of  them 
upon  their  own  Bill.  I  am,  I  own,  a 
little  doubtful  as  to  the  result  of  this 
{Kooess  of  grafting.   I  remember  a 


conjuring  trick  which  used  to  give  great 
amusement  in  former  days.  The  con- 
jurer produced  first  a  black  rabbit  and 
then  a  white  rabbit ;  he  kneaded  the 
two  together  in  his  hat,  and  eventually 
produced  a  piebald  rabbit.  I  fear  that 
in  this  case  the  result  of  the  process|of 
amalgamation  may  be  that  we  shall  have  a 
measure  of  ambiguous  colour  and  of 
doubtful  parentage.  I  am  anxious  that 
your  Lordships*  House  should  not  be 
put  in  the  position  of  confederates,  dis- 
tracting the  attention  of  the  public 
from  the  real  issue  while  these  ingenious 
proceedings  are  in  progress.  I  hope 
that  your  Lordships  wiU  bear  this  in 
mind — ^that  if  you  pass  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  its  provisions  will 
be  taken  as  representing  your  last  word 
upon  this  subject.  It  will  not  be  your 
irreducible  minimum,  it  will  be  your 
unincreasible  maximum.  If  this  House 
should  be  placed  in  that  position,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  champona 
of  our  voluntary  schools  will  have  had 
a  very  grievous  set-back.  If  I  say  this,  I 
earnestly  trust  your  Lordships  will  not 
think  that  I  am  cynical  or  otherwise  than 
grateful  both  to  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
who  introduced  the  measure  and  to  the 
Lord  Archbishop  for  the  part  they  have 
taken  in  the  discosnon.  I  feel  as  strongly 
as  they  do  the  need  of  a  settlemrat  of 
this  endless  educational  controversy.  I 
feel  as  strongly  as  they  do  that,  while  it 
continues  to  rage,  the  cause  of  education 
is  suffering.  I  feel,  above  all,  the  im- 
mense responsibility  which  will  rest 
on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  for  party 
or  other  reasons  obstruct  a  reasonable 
settlement  of  the  difficulty  if  it  should 
prove  to  be  within  our  reach. 

But  I  must  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
principal  features  of  this  Bill.  I  certainly 
regard  them  as  a  long  step  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  kind  of  compromise  which  I 
should  like  to  see  arrived  at,  and  amongst 
them  are  concessions  to  which  the  right 
rev.  Prelates  cannot  have  consented 
without  a  certain  feeling  of  reluctance, 
and  a  knowledge  that  they  were  exposing 
themselves  to  criticism,  if  not  to  odium, 
on  the  part  of  those  with  whom  they 
usually  act. 

The  Bill,  in  the  first  place,  stipulates 
that  religious  instruction  is  to  be  given 
in  all  primary  schoo}^.,^  Jl^^lQ^y^Je 
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be  accepted  we  establish  at  once  an 
invaluable  bulwark  against  the  peril  of 
secularUm  which  it  haa  been  truly 
said  to-night  lies  in  the  ofiBng,  and 
to  which  we  shall  be  brought  nearer 
if  those  who  desire  that  religious 
instruction  should  prevail  are  not  able 
to  come  to  terms  among  them- 
selves. In  the  next  place,  I  find  in  the  , 
fiill  a  frank  admission  of  the  parents'  < 
right  to  supplement  non-distinctive  re- 
ligbus  education  by  religious  instruc- 
tion of  a  distinctive  kind,  even  in  the 
council  schools.  If  that  concession  were 
to  be  secured  it  would,  indeed,  be  a  long 
step  in  advance.  In  the  third  place,  I 
find  in  the  Bill  an  admission  of  the 
teacher's  right  to  give  religious  instruc- 
tion if  he  desires  to  give  it  himself  and 
the  parents  of  the  children  desire  him  to 
do  BO.  Let  me  remind  your  Lordships 
that  these  are  three  points  around  which 
the  fiercest  battle  raged  when  the  educa- 
tion question  was  before  us  in  1906^  and 
if  those  three  points  upon  which  we  then 
insisted  can  be  settled  as  we  desire  they 
should  be  settled,  we  should,  indeed,  find 
ourselves  much  nearer  to  agreement. 

But,  while  I  readily  make  these  admis- 
sions, I  feel,  as  the  most  rev.  Primate 
has  told  us  he  feels,  that  many  points  of 
the  Bill  stop  far  short  of  the  kind  of 
settlement  upon  which  most  of  us  on  this 
side  of  the  House  would  look  with  favour. 
There  are,  in  the  first  place,  several 
ambiguities  in  the  Bill  on  which  I  will 
not  dwell  except  to  say  that  upon  one 
point — a  point  of  the  greatest  impor-  i 
tance,  namely,  the  conditions  under  which 
the  trustees  of  the  denominational  schools 
are  to  be  allowed  to  transfer  the  school 
buildings — I  do  not  find  in  the  Bill  all 
that  the  right  rev.  Prelate  in  his 
admirable  speech  led  us  to  suppose  we 
might  expect  to  find  in  it.  That, 
no  doubt,  will  be  afterwards  explained. 
But  there  are  not  only  ambiguities  in  the 
Bill ;  there  are  omissions  in  it  of  a  most 
serious  description.  In  the  first  place, 
can  any  of  us  expect  that  the  Bill  in  its 
present  shape  should  receive  any  degree  of 
support  either  from  the  Roman  Catholics, 
or  from  the  Jews,  or  from  the  owners  of 
those  Church  schools  which  we  used  to 
speakof  as  homogeneous  in  character  and 
as  having  a  distinctive  denominational  at- 
mosphere. The  right  rev.  Prelate,  I 
think,  gave  us  to  understand  that  in  that 
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respect  the  Bill  was  capable  of  amend- 
ment ;  but  the  matter  is  surely  far  too 
serious  to  be  left  out  of  account  when 
we  are  dealing  with  the  question  of  ^ving 
the  Bill  a  Second  Beading. 

Then  we  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
really  is  intended  when,  in  the  second 
clause,  reference  is  made  to  the  admisraon 
of  religious  teaching  of  a  non-distinctive 
character  in  all  the  elementary  schools. 
We  have  often  been  told  in  weighty  words 
from  the  bench  opposite  that  non-dis- 
tinctive teaching,  simple  Christian  teach- 
ii^,  may  mean  a  great  deal  or  that  it 
may  mean  nothing  at  all ;  and  I  for  one 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  a  Bill  pass 
without  some  very  much  more  specific 
information  as  to  what  is  really  meant 
by  non-distinctive  religious  teaching.  If 
we  are,  so  to  speak,  to  standardise  the 
religious  instruction  given  universally  in 
these   schools,   we   have   a   right  to 
know   at    what    point    it  is  to  be 
standardised,  and,  above  all,  what  pre- 
cautions you  are  going  to  take  in  order 
to  prevent  the  standard  which  may 
receive  the  acceptance  of  Parliament  to- 
day from  being  afterwards  debased,  and 
debased  by  administrative  action  of  the 
kind  with  which  we  have  become  pain- 
fully familiar  during  the  last  few  months. 

There  is  another  point  with  regard  to 
which  the  Bill  is  silent — I  mean  the  steps 
it  is  intended  to  take  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  teachers  are  really  com- 
petent to  give  even  the  simple  Bible 
teaching  which  they  are  intended  to  pro- 
vide. The  right  rev.  Prelate  apparently 
has  some  plan  for  achieving  this  object 
without  imposing  a  test ;  but  this  point 
again  is  of  far  too  great  importance  to  be 
left  unprovided  for  by  specific  provisioiu 
in  the  Bill. 

But  irrespectively  of  these  consideia- 
tions,  I  must  point  out  that  the 
noble  Elarl  did  not  give  us  to  under- 
stand that  this  measure  was  to  be 
accepted,  or  that  it  stood  any  chance  of 
being  accepted,  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment as  a  substitute  for  their  own 
Bill.  Some  parts  of  it  may,  he  gave 
us  to  understand,  be  grafted  on  to  the 
Government  Bill,  but  we  do  not  know 
how  much.  I  suggest  to  your  Lordshipa 
that  this  being  so  we  have  a  i^ht 
to  ask  that  the  whole  of  the  Government 
scheme  should, jt^ep^ced  heloce.iis  rather 
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tium  that  we  should  consent  to  the  Second 
Reading  of  a  measure  which  is  obviously, 
and  by  the  admissions  of  Ministers  them- 
selves, sometMng  very  different  from  the 
Mnd  of  Bill  they  hope  themselves  to  pass 
into  law.  The  noble  Earl  was  very  frank 
with  ufl.  He  told  us  that  it  did  not  seem 
to  him  that  this  process  of  amalganuttion 
was  by  any  means  plain  sailing.  I  am 
abaid  not.  In  regard  perhaps  to  the 
most  important  of  all  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  right  rev.  Prelate's  Bill — 
I  mean  the  proposal  that  facilities  should 
be  given  in  the  council  schools — he  gave 
113  to  understand  that  he  and  his  col- 
leagues had  at  one  time  been  enamoured 
of  the  idea,  but  that  at  a  subsequent  time 
they  had  been  guilty  of  infidelity  to  it, 
and  at  this  moment  I  do  not  know  that  I 
gathered  from  him  that  he  had  any 
distinct  views  one  way  or  the  other  on  the 
sabject.  If  that  is  the  attitude  of  the  Gov- 
«niment  with  regard  to  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  cardinal  feature  in  the  right 
nv.  Prelate's  proposal,  I  say  that  we 
bare  no  right  to  commit  ourselves  to  an 
approval  of  a  Bill  when  so  much  of  it  still 
remains  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  suspense. 

Nor  do  I  at  all  believe  that  by 
readily  this  Bill  a  second  time  to-night 
on  the  understanding  indicated  we  should 
bring  ourselves  one  inch  nearer  to  the  kind 
of  concordat  of  which  many  of  us  are 
in  favour.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
tiiat  the  effect  of  takmg  a  vote  upon  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  would  only  be 
to  accentuate  the  difierences  which  we 
know  to  exist  on  many  cardinal  points. 
If  His  Majesty's  Government  really  desire 
to  appropriate  some  of  the  provisions  of 
^e  right  rev.  Prelate's  Bill  and  to  add 
them  to  their  own,  they  can  perfectly  well 
do  so  without  asking  us  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  to-night.  They  can  consider  the 
matter  at  their  leisure,  and  at  the  proper 
time  bring  before  us  a  complete  Bill  em- 
bodying theirown  proposals,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  so  much  of  the  right  rev.  Prelate's 
proposals  as  they  desire  to  accept.  In  the 
meanwhile  this  debate  will  not  have  been 
vithout  its  use.  It  will,  at  any  rate,  have 
made  this  dear,  that  we  shall  all  be  glad 
to  see  this  controversy  set  at  rest,  and 
that  we  recognise  that,  if  it  is  to  be  set  at 
nst,  it  can  be  set  at  rest  only  by  a  com- 
promise, and  that  a  compromise  means 
that  each  side  must  surrender  something 
of  that  to  which  it  is  most  attached. 


Having  established  that,  I  earnestly  hope 
that  the  right  rev.  Prelate  will  be  content 
with  the  debate  that  has  taken  place,  and 
that  he  will  not  insist  upon  taking  the 
sense  of  the  House  or  upon  placing 
us  in  a  position  of  difficulty  with  regam 
to  a  situation  which  is  certainly  a  very 
singular  one,  and  which  has  to  a  great 
extent  resulted  from  the  somewhat  unex- 
pected attitude  assumed  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.  I  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  That  the  debate  be  adjourned." — {Th€ 
MarijuuM  of  Lan«downe.) 

•The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (The 
Marquess  of  Ripon)  :  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  in 
the  least  degree  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate,  though  I  regret  that  my 
noble  friend  will  not  have  another 
opportunity  of  speaking  at  a  later  period 
of  the  discussion.  He  is  an  exhausted 
volcano,  and  I  greatly  regret  that  he  will 
not  have  another  opportunity  of  farther 
expressing  his  opinion  upon  this  matter. 
I  listened  with  sorrow  to  the  general 
tone  of  the  noble  Marquess's  speech. 
It  seemed  to  me,  I  confess,  to  jar  un- 
pleasantly with  the  tone  of  the  three 
other  speeches  to  which  we  have  listened 
to-night.  The  excuse,  I  suppose,  is  to 
be  found  in  this,  that  my  noble  friend 
did  not  know,  as  he  frankly  told  us, 
what  was  going  to  be  said  by  my  noble 
friend  behind  me,  and  that  he  was,  there- 
fore, quite  unprepared  as  to  the  part 
he  should  take  in  this  matter.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  Marquess,  indeed, 
was  a  mere  party  speech,  and  only 
towards  the  latter  portion  of  it  did  he 
give  us  any  hope  that  he  would  look 
upon  this  matter  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
has  been  approached  by  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  who  introduced  the  Bill,  by 
the  most  rev.  Primate,  and  by  my 
noble  friend  behind  me  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council.  In  my  judgment, 
this  is  to  be  regretted.  There  does  seem 
to  be  a  general  desire  to  come  to  a 
compromise  or  understanding  upon  this 
question,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  think 
that  most  important  object  was  in  the 
slightest  degree  advanced  by  the  tone 
wMch  my  noble  friend  adopted.  No 
doubt  this  Bill  cannot  be /aeceptedi  m 
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it  stands.  There  is  one  part  of  It  to 
which  I  coidd  not  for  a  moment  think 
of  being  a  party,  and  that  is  that  it 
makes  no  provision — do  not  exactly 
know  why  no  provision  was  included — 
for  Koman  Catholics  and  Jews.  I 
recognise  the  earnest  desire  to  arrive  at  a 
settlement  by  compromise,  bnt  we  shall 
never  arrive  at  snch  a  settlement  unless 
we  are  prepared  to  approach  it  in  a  spirit 
considerably  different  from  that  of  the 
noble  Marquess. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  BIRMING- 
HAM :  My  Lords,  I  am  going  to  have 
the  audacity  to  ask  your  Lordships  to 
listen  to  a  few  words  from  me  upon  this 
Bill.  I  

The  Marquess  of  RIFON:  The 
Motion  is  that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  can  speak  on  that 
Motion. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  He  can 
speak  only  on  the  Motion  for  adjourn- 
ment. 


The  lord  BISHOP  of  BIRMING- 
HAM :  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  use 
this  opportimitj  to  say  a  few  words  which 
I  believe  should  be  said  from  this  bench, 
partly  because  I  do  not  think  it  desir- 
able in  the  public  interest  that  it  should 
go  forth  that  this  Bill  has  at  all  a  kind  of 
agreed  consent  £rom  this  bench*  and 
partly  because  there  is  one  particular 
point  which  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
very  little,  if  at  all,  touched  upon  in  this 
discussion.  Though  I  listened,  for  my 
own  part  with  profound  satisfaction,  to 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  did  not,  even 
in  his  speech,  catch  exactly  the  attention 
to  this  point  which  I  think  it  demands. 
Those  of  us  who  cannot  find  in  this  Bill 
the  prospect  of  a  reasonable  settlement 
are  those  who  value  most  the  privilege 
of  giving  distinctive  religious  teaching 
to  the  children  of  those  parents  who 
desire  such  teaching  through  teachers 
who  believe  in  it.  At  present  our  strong- 
hold for  fulfilling  this  all-important 
function  is  the  position  of  the  denomina- 
tional schools,  and  I  do  not  think  we 
would  be  justified  as  trustees  of  a  great 
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public  duty  in  surrendering  that  strong- 
hold for  the  prospect  of  additional  faci- 
lities in  all  schools.  The  reason  why  I 
think  this  is  because  I  do  not  b^ve 
that  the  {urents  of  any  very  large  number 
of  children  would  ask  for  special  faoilitiea 
where  any  kind  of  religious  tea<dui^ 
was  already  given  as  the  normal  and 
established  kind.  I  read  this  afternoon 
in  the  Manchester  Guardian  this  induce- 
ment to  persons  to  vote  for  this  Bill, 
that— 

"  If  these  facilities  were  lOlowed.  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  would  be  very  little  used." 

Why  ?  I  think  the  answer  a  fairly 
obvioxis  one.  If  all  parents  were  asked 
whether  they  wished  religious  teaching 
for  their  children  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  great  majority  would  express  a 
desire  for  religious  teaching ;  and,  if 
asked  what  kmd  of  religious  teaching, 
they  would  with  more  or  less  eagerness 
indicate  the  religious  teaching  they 
desired.  But,  if  there  was  abeady  a 
religious  teaching  established  and  en- 
dowed as  the  ordinary  religious  teaching 
in  the  school,  I  beUeve  comparatively 
few  parents  would  ask,  over  and  above 
that,  for  extra  facilities  for  a  special  kind 
of  religious  teaching.  Unwillingness  to 
ask  for  anything  extra  pervades  all 
classes  in  England.  I  believe  the  major- 
ity of  the  parents  of  the  upper  classes 
would  not  be  willing  to  send  their  children 
to  a  school  where  there  was  no  religious 
teaching,  but  I  have  heen)  amazed  to 
find  how  few  parents,  either  of  the  upper 
or  of  the  lower  classes,  appear  to  care 
what  particular  character  that  religious 
teaching  takes.  Therefore,  I  think  if 
there  was  religious  teaching  provided  ia 
all  schools  


*The  Earl  of  CREWE:  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  to  interrupt,  but  I  would 
remind  the  right  rev.  I^late  that  it  is 
irregular  at  this  stage  to  speak  to  any 
question  but  that  of  the  adjournment. 
On  the  adjourned  debate  he  will  be 
able  to  speak  as  long  as  he  likes  on  the 
merits  of  the  Bill.  The  House  has  to 
confine  itself  now  to  the  question  of  the 
adjournment. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  St.  ASAPH : 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  willingly 
accept  the  Amendment ^40  adjourn  the 
debate.  oigmzed  byGoOglc 
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Tsi  Eabl  of  ROSEBERT  :  Hay  I  say 
one  wotd  strictly  pertinent  to  the 
Motion  for  adjournment  ?  X  think  all 
of  ns  must  feel,  after  the  brave  and  noble 
speech  we  listened  to  this  evening  from 
the  most  rev.  Primate,  that  there  is  some 
hope  of  a  settlement  of  this  controversy, 
due  partly  to  the  many  fruitless  attempts 
made  to  settle  it,  and  also  due  to  some 
extent  to  the  shame  which  is  creeping 
over  the  people  of  this  coxmtry  at  our 
failure  to  settle  it.  Then  we  come  to  the 
question  of  what  is  to  be  done  with  this 
Bill.  Surely  it  represents  an  enormous 
step  forward.  I  can  quite  understand 
the  caution  with  which  the  noble  H^&t- 
^asBs  treated  it  lest  it  should  be  con- 
8id«red  as  the  last  word  that  he  was 
willing  to  agree  to  in  behalf  of  his  Party 
in  connection  with  this  question.  But 
it  would  be  a  thousand  pities  if  this  Bill 
were  read  a  second  time  to-night,  because 
after  what  has  fallen  from  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  the  Opposition  as  a  whole  would  not 
feel  that  they  could  vote  for  it  at  this 
stage  of  the  controversy,  Whereas,  if 
the  debate  is  adjourned  by  the  pro- 
position of  the  noble  Marquess,  the  Bill 
will  not  die,  but  will  lie  dormant,  and  it 
is  quite  possible  as  this  controversy 
advances,  and  as  things  may  occur 
in  another  place,  that  it  might  be  well 
to  revive  the  dormant  Bill,  which,  in 
■ny  case,  must  remain  on  the  journals 
and  records  of  this  House  as  a  document 
of  the  highest  educational  importance. 

The  Duke  op  NORFOLK  :  I  under- 
stand that,  the  Adjournment  being  moved, 
any  further  discussion  on  the  Bill  at 
tku  stage  would  be  irregular  ? 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  That  is  so. 

The  Dcke  of  NORFOLK:  That 
relieves  me  of  the  necessity  of  inflicting 
a  speech  npon  youi  Lordships.  I  con- 
gratulate yoo. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to, 
and  the  forthei  debate  adjourned  ac- 
cordingly, nne  die. 


THE  PERSIAN  FRONTIER. 
Lord  NEWTON:     My  Lords,  on 
behalf  of  my  noble  friend  Lord  Lamington 


I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for .  Foreign  Affoirs  whether  His 
Majesty's  Grovernment  consider  British 
interests  in  the  country  between  Baghdad 
and  the  Persian  frontier  are  properly 
safeguarded,  and  whether  anything  has 
recently  occurred  calculated  in  the  future 
to  prejudice  the  development  of  our 
already  predominant  interests  of  trade 
and  commerce  in  those  re^ons. 

*Thb  UNDER  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord 

FrrzMAURiCE)  :  My  Lords,  the  Question 
which  my  noble  friend  has  placed  on 
the  Paper  is  one  on  which  I  confess  I 
have  had  some  little  difficulty  in  placing 
an  exact  meaning.  I  do  not  quite 
understand  what  is  aimed  at  in  ih» 
Question,  and  to  what  it  is  that  I  am 
exactly  expected  to  reply.  I  am  asked, 
in  the  first  place,  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  consider  that  British  interests 
in  the  country  between  Baghdad  and  the 
Persian  frontier  are  properly  safeguarded. 
I  do  not  want  to  appear  in  any  way 
discourteous  to  Lord  Lamington  or  to 
my  noble  friend  who  has  put  this  Question 
on  his  behalf  if  I  follow  the  terms  of  the 
Question  closely,  and  ask  them  to  accept 
my  assurance,  on  behalf  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  that  in  our  opinion  British  interests 
in  that  country  are  properly  safeguarded, 
and  that  nothing  has  occurred,  especially 
in  the  short  interval  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  debate  on  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Convention,  to  make  it  necessarjr 
for  me  to  add  anything  to  the  statement 
I  made  on  that  occasion. 

I  then  pointed  out,  if  I  may  accept  the 
geographical  description  in  the  Question 
as  relating  generaUy  to  what  may  be 
called  the  frontier  of  Turkish  and  Persian 
possessions  in  those  parts,  that  there  was 
at  that  time — and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
there  still  is — a  condition  of  great  unrest, 
which  caused  anxiety  to  His  Majesty's 
Government,  owing  to  the  deliberate 
renewal,  by  the  action  of  the  Turkish 
authorities  themselves,  of  that  dangerous 
and  ancient  dispute  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Lake  of  Urumiah  and  Snj  Bnlak, 
to  which  my  noble  friend  Lord  Reay 
called  attention  in  this  House  in  1906, 
and  upon  which  I  then  made  a  statement. 
Most  of  your  Lordships  who  follow  these 
questions  are  aware,  from  telegrams  from 
the  seat  of  these  troubtes  pn1^!Ai6d^|rom 
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time  to  time  in  the  newspapers,  that  there 
have  been  armed  collisions  in  that  dis- 
trict, that  Turkish  troops  crossed  the 
{rentier  and  seized  districts,  including 
at  least  one  important  town  within 
and  indeed  beyond  the  long  disputed 
territory.  On  the  whole,  I  am  now 
able  to  say  that  things  are  on  a  more 
satisfactory  footing,  that  the  Turkish 
troops  have  been  withdrawn  from  certain 
positions,  and  that  there  is  some  reason- 
able prospect  of  the  arbilmtions  and 
delimitations  in  those  territories,  upon 
which  these  questions  depend  for  their 
solution,  being  allowed  to  proceed.  But 
then,  I  am  only  surmising  as  to  whether 
that  is  what  the  noble  Lord  who  placed 
this  Question  on  the  Paper  had  in  his 
mind. 

In  regard  to  any  other  possible  aspect 
of  questions  in  that  part  of  the  world,  I 
can  certainly  say  that  no  alterations 
have  been  made,  for  example,  as  to  the 
number  or  position  of  British  Consuls  or 
representatives.  The  only  change  has 
been  in  the  greater  activity  which  British 
and  Russian  diplomatists  have  shown  in 
bringing  strong  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Turkish  Government  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  limit  the  unfortunate  activity  of 
the  Turkish  troops  on  the  frontier  and  to 
induce  the  Persian  Government  not  to 
take  greater  offence  than  they  would  be 
fully  justified  in  taking  at  the  reckless 
conduct  of  the  Turkish  audiorities,  and 
to  take  the  measures  indicated  by  the 
old  Boundary  Treaty  to  push  forward 
the  proceedings  by  which  alone  these 
constant  disputes  can  be  determined. 

As  regards  the  second  part  of  the 
Question — whether  anything  has  recently 
occurred  calculated  in  the  future  to 
prejudice  the  development  of  our  already 
predominant  interests  of  trade  and 
■commerce  in  those  regions — I  have  been 
told  that  the  noble  Lord  wa8%nxious 
to  obtain  from  me,  on  behalf  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  a  contradiction  of  a  report 
which  I  understand  had  reached  him, 
and  which  I  know  has  been  circulated 
in  some  quarters,  that  there  are  secret 
Articles  in  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention 
about  which  Parliament  has  been  told 
nothing  and  which  contemplate  some 
great  changes  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
Questions  in  regard  to  secret  Articles 
are  always  open  to  this  fatal  objection, 

Lord  Fttzmauriee. 


that  we  may  be  told  that  if  we  say  there 
are  no  secret  Articles  that  is  because 
a  secret  Article,  by  its  very  nature,  is 
an  Article  which  cannot  be  stated  In  public 
It  is,  however,  one  thing  to  convey  to 
Parliament  and  the  public  by  a  statement 
the  contents  of  a  secret  Article,  and  it 
is  another  thing  to  allow  or  deny,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  the  existence  of  a 
secret  Article.  A  Government  might 
be  able,  though  it  would  not  be  a  pleasant 
position,  perhaps,  to  be  placed  in,  to 
admit  of  ^e  existence  of  a  secret  Article 
and  at  the  same  time  to  say  that,  owing 
to  reasons  of  high  policy,  its  contents 
could  not  be  communicated.  I  am  not 
placed  in  that  position  at  all  to-night, 
because  I  am  able  to  state,  on  behalf  of 
the  Foreign  Office,  and  I  know  the  House 
will  accept  the  assurance,  that  there 
are  no  secret  Articles  in  the  Russian 
Convention,  and  that  Parliament  and 
the  public  are  fully  cognisant  of  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  made  between 
Russia  and  this  country.  1  feel  that  I 
have  only  been  able  to  make  a  rather 
vague  and  uncertain  answer  to  the 
Question  on  the  Paper,  but  that  is 
because  the  Question  lacks  all  specific 
character;  and  I  rather  anticipated 
that  when  my  noble  friend  opposite, 
who  has  had  such  great  experience  of 
these  matters,  took  charge  of  the  Ques- 
tion he  would  have  indicated  what  the 
points  were  upon  which  information 
was  desired. 

Lord  NEWTON :  I  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  clear  my  diaracter  by 
saying  that  I  was  asked  to  put  the 
Question  only  becaiue  I  was  an  available 

Peer. 

Lord  SANDERSON:  In  that  cir- 
cumstance the  noble  Lord  might  have 
done  what  I  did,  and  declined  to  put  it. 

Lord  NEWTON:  I  am  evidently 
of  a  more  obliging  disposition  than  my 
noble  friend. 


the  easter  recess. 
*Thb  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
Can  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord  President 
tell  the  House  what  is  proposed  wi1& 
regard  to  the  Easter  Adjournment  % 
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The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  We  propose 
that  the  House  should  adjoum  on 
Thursday,  9Ui  April,  until  Tuesday, 
5th  Hay. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
First  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee considered  (according  to  oxder), 
aod  agreed  to. 

House     adjooraed     at  twenty 

minutes  past  Seven  o'clock, 

till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'olook. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  30th  March,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDEE  63 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
cue  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on 
the  First  Beading  thereof,  Standing 
Order  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
LoDdcni  United  Tramways  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  fLORDSl  (STANDING 
ORDERS  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in 
the  case  of  tha  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  loeviously  inquired  into,  and  which 
ue  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz. : — Briton  Ferry  Urban 
District  Council  BUI  [Lords ;  London 
(Jotmty  Council  (Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments) Bill  [Lords] ;  Rhymney  Railway 
Bill  [Lords]  ;  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insur- 
ance Society  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Interoceanic 
Raflway  of  Mexico  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Com- 


mercial Union  Assurance  Company  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  WAr  Board 
Bill ;  Dublin  and  South  Eastern  Railway 
Bill;  Finchley  Urban  District  Council 
Bill;  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill.— 
Read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Bromley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill;  Glyn- 
coirwg  Urban  District  Council  Bill; 
Lincohi  Corporation  BilL — As  amended 
conmderc^  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Huddersfield  Water  Bill  [Lords].— 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
*'  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  granting 
of  snpenumuation  allowances  to  the 
officers  and  servants  of  the  councils  of 
the  metropolitan  boroughs  of  Camberwell, 
Deptford,  and  Hackney ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Camberwell  and  other 
Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  (Super- 
annuation) Bill  [Lords]. 

Camberwell  and  other  Metropolitan 
Borough  Cknincils  (Superannuation)  Bill 
[Lords]. — Bead  the  first  time  ;  and 
referred  to  the  ExamineiB  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Fetation  from  Oban,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Leith,  in  favour ;  to  He 
upon  the  Table. 

UCENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :    From  Crewkeme ; 
New  Windsor ;   and,  Westbury ;   to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILU 
Petition  from  Beeston,  for  alteration 
to  lie  upon  the  Ta^U^.^^^  ,,GoOgle 
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LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Balliam  ; 
Bolton  (two) ;  Hollington  ;  Hucknal 
Torkard  ;  Liskeard  (two) ;  Nottingham ; 
Outwell  (two) ;  Putney  (two) ;  Sparkill ; 
Stockport ;  and  Wolverton ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Tabl£ 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND). 

Ketum  [Presented  26th  March]  to  be 
printed.   [No.  104.] 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (IRELAND) 
RETURNS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Betuins  of  Local 
Taxation  in  IreUnd  for  the  year  1906- 

1907  [by  Comnuuid];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY] 
ESTIMATE,  190g-9). 

Estimate  presented,  of  the  Further 
Amoimt  required  in  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1909,  for  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Buildings  [by  Command] ;  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  105.] 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  (NAVY  VOTES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minutes 
dated  30th  March,  1908,  authorising  the 
temporary  application  of  Surpliues  on 
certain  Navy  Votes  for  the  year  1907- 

1908  to  meet  Excesses  on  other  Navy 
Votes  for  the  same  year  [pursuant  to 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  4th  March. 
1879] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  106.] 

PL^IJC  ACCOUNa'S  (ARMY  VOTES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  30th  March,  1908,  authorising  the 

temporary  application  of  Surpluses  on 
certain  Army  Votes  for  the  year  1907- 
1908  to  defray  Excesses  on  other  Army 
Votes  for  the  same  year  [pursuant  to 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  4th  March, 
1879] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  107.] 

IMPERIAL  REVENUE  (COLLECTION  AND 
EXPENDITURE)  (GREAT  BRITAIN 
AND  IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "  relating  to  Imperial 
Revenue  (Collection  and  Expenditure) 
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(Great  Britain  and  Ireland)  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  1908  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper. 
No.  242,  of  Session  1907)."— (ilfr.  Joseph 
A.  Pease.) 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE  (ENG- 
LAND. SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  for  the 
year  ending  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1908; 
(1)  The  amount  contributed  by  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively,  to 
the  Revenue  collected  by  Imperial 
Officers;  (2)  the  Expenditure  on 
English,  Scottish,  and  Irish  services  met 
out  of  such  Revenue ;  and  (3)  the  balance 
of  Revenue  contributed  by  England, 
ScotUmd,  and  Ireland,  respectively,  which 
are  available  for  Imperial  Expenditure 
in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper 
No.  245,  of  Session  1907)."— (Afr.  JoA» 
O'Connor.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Attxiliarr  Engines  on  Battleships- 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-unde*- 
Lyme) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can  state 
the  numbers  and  approximate  horse* 
power  of  auxiliary  engines  or  machines 
driven  by  steam,  compressed  air,  hy- 
draulic power,  and  electricity  in  a  sample 
battleship  of  1876,  and  in  a  similarly 
classed  battleship  of  1908. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Edmund  RtAeftaon,) 
The  total  number  of  auxiliary  engines 
on  board  one  of  our  modem  battleships 
reaches  364.  Of  these  approximately 
75  per  cent,  are  imder  the  charge  of  the 
gunnery  and  torpedo  lieutenants.  The 
total  horse-power  the  whole  number 
could  utilise  at  full  power  is  15,100.  In 
the  case  of  H.M.S.  "  Alexandra,"  com- 
pleted in  1877,  the  number  was  thirty- 
seven,  and  the  total  horse-power  they 
could  utilise,  1,720. 

OvOTtime  in  Cork  Post  Office- 
Mr.  AUOUSTINE  ROCHE  (Cork)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  by  whose 
authority  postmen,  otherwise  than  two 

privileged  sorting  postmen,  are  employed 
on  overtime  at,  the  Cprt  Post  iJffice_in. 
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dispofling  of  inward  American  coiie- 
BpoDdence,  notwithstanding  the  Secre- 
tary's iiistxiiotiou&  to  the  contrary :  and 
will  he  see  that  the  practice  be  dis- 
continued. 

( A nsioered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
Overtime  is  unfortunately  necessary  for 
diapoeing  of  the  inward  American  corres- 
pondence at  Cork,  and  both  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists,  and  postmen 
are  employed  for  the  purpose.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  instructions  confirming 
such  employment  to  particular  postmen. 

Cork  Post  Ofiee  and  the  American  Mails- 

Mb.  AUGUSTINE  ROCHE  :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  what  arrange- 
ments, if  any,  have  been  made  in  the  Cork 
Post  Office  to  surcharge  insnfficiently 
prepaid  outward  American  correspon- 
dence ;  is  he  aware  that  on  the  5th  and  8th 
instant  exceptionally  heavy  mails  were 
despatched  from  the  Cork  office  to  the 
United  States  without  any  effort  what- 
ever bung  made  to  surcharge  the  same, 
hereby  entailing  a  considerable  loss  of 
revenue  to  the  United  States,  and,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  tiie  Cork  Post  Office 
is  now  the  despatching  office  for  United 
States  correspondence  from  the  South  of 
Ireland,  will  he  consider  the  advisability 
of  creating  extra  appointments  to  deal 
satisfactorily  with  this  work ;  will  he  say 
on  whose  authority  postmen  are  em- 
ployed on  overtime  in  scffting  outward 
American  correspondence ;  and  will  he 
have  the  practice  discontinued. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
Outward  American  correspondence  is 
examined  daily  at  Cork  by  a  sorting 
clerk  and  telegraphist,  and  insufficiently 
prepaid  items  are  surcharged  by  him. 
I  am  assured  that  sufficient  staff  is 
provided  for  the  satisfactory  perform- 
ance of  the  duty.  The  employment  of 
postmen  in  connection  with  the  disposal 
of  newspapers  for  America  does^not 
infringe  any  existing  r^ulation. 

Deaths  due  to  Administration  of 
AuBsthetics. 

Mr.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth) :  To 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 

Department,  if  he  will  state  how  many 

desths  occurred  during  the  year  1907  in 

the  metropohtan  area,  and  in  the  other 


part  of  England  and  Wales,  respectively, 
from  1^  effects  of  the  administration  of 
ansBsthetics. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Glad- 
stone.)  The  figures  for  the  year  1907  are 
not  yet  available.  According  to  the 
verdicts  of  coroners'  juries  and  the  certi- 
ficates of  medical  practitioners  there  were, 
in  the  year  1906,  64  deaths  in  liondon 
and  119  in  the  remainder  of  England  and 
Wales  caused  b^  aneesthetics  adminis- 
tered for  ox>eration8.  There  appears  to 
be  some  reason  to  doubt  whether  the 
certificates  on  which  these  returns  are 
based  are  in  all  cases  complete,  and  there 
must  necessarily  sometimes  be  difficulty 
in  detenmning  if  death  under  an  anees- 
thetic  is  caused  by  the  ansBstJietic.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  make  furUier 
inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Dublin  AuxUiary  Postmen. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (DubUn,  CoUege 
Green) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral 
if  the  auxiliary  postmen's  class  in  Dublin 
is  a  permanent  force,  and  if  he  will  issue 
instructions  titat  in  case  of  vacancies  on 
this  class  ex-telegraph  messengers  should 
receive  the  preference,  provided  their 
health  and  character  is  good ;  if  he  is 
aware  that  an  ex-telegraph  messenger 
named  James  Keenan,  who  was  perform- 
ing duty  at  the  James's  Street  district 
office,  Dublin,  has  been  dismissed  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  make  room  for  a 
man  (apparently  a  friend  of  the  inspector) 
who  has  no  claim  whatever  to  the 
position ;  that  Keenan  was  capable  of 
performing  the  duty  satisfactorily,  while 
the  man  who  replaced  him  is  unable  to 
do  so  without  assistance;  and  that  the 
placing  of  an  incapable  man  on  the  duty 
throws  extra  work  and  pressure  on  the 
other  men ;  and  if,  in  the  interest  of  the 
service,  he  will  cause  Keenan  to  be 
reinstated. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  auxiliary  postmen  in  Dublin  are  not  a 
permanent  force  in  the  sense  that  any 
member  of  it  has  a  claim  to  permanent 
employment.  I  am  considering  whether 
it  18  advisable  to  employ  ex-telegraph 
messengers  as  auxiliaries.  The  circum- 
stances of  Eeenan's  case  are  not  ac- 
curately stated  in  the  Question.  The 
man  who  replaced  i^eenan- had^been 
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longer  employed  and  had  a  stronger  claim 
than  Keenan ;  and  he  is  reported  to  be 
thoroughly  competent  to  perform  the 
duty.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
reinstate  Keenan. 

Treatment  of  a  Sorter  in  the  But 
Central  District. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  he  is  aware  that  a  member 
of  the  East  Central  Branch  Committee 
of  the  Fawcett  Association  has  been 
called  upon  to  answer  vague  and  general 
charges  concemiDg  his  official  conduct, 
upon  his  annual  increment  becoming 
due,  without  having  previously  had 
such  charges  brought  to  his  notice ; 
and  whether  he  will  make  inquiries  into 
the  case  with  a  view  to  insure  equitable 
treatment  for  trade  union  officials. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  sorter  to  whom  the  Question  appears 
to  refer  is  not  a  satisfactory  officer. 
When  the  time  came  for  considering 
whether  his  next  increment  should  be 
allowed  he  was,  in  accordance  with  the 
regular  practice,  informed  in  writing 
of  his  shortcomings  and  asked  if  he 
had  any  explanation  to  give.  Since  then 
it  has  been  necessary  to  ask  him  for  a 
further  explanation  of  a  serious  ir- 
regularity in  connection  with  registered 
letters.  His  membership  of  a  branch 
committee  of  the  Fawcett  Association 
had  no  influence  whatever  on  the  treat- 
ment of  the  case. 

Whale  Fiafaeiies  (IreUuid)  BiU. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (Ireland),  when 
he  proposes  to  introduce  his  ^Bill  to 
regulate  the  carr}'ing  on  of  a  whale 
finery  on  the  Irish  coasts. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 
I  am  in  consultation  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chief  Secretary  in  regard  to 
this  Bill,  and  hope  to  be  able  shortly 
to  make  an  announcement  concerning  it. 

Wages  of  Packers  in  the  Ordnance  Store 
DejArtment,  Woolwich. 

Mr.  GBOOKS  (Woolwich):  To  ask 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 

state  the  result  of  the  long  inquiries 


which  have  taken  place  with  respect 
to  the  wages  paid  to  the  workmen  who 
are  classed  as  packers  by  the  Ordnance 
Store  Department,  Woolwich  Arsenal, 
as  these  men  were  promised  an  increase 
of  wages  to  start  from  1st  January,  1907. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  rate  of  wages  now  paid  to  packers 
is  that  of  labourer,  23s.  a  week,  with  an 
additional  pay  of  2d.  to  4d.  a  day,  ac- 
cording to  skill.  This  rate  has  been 
approved  with  effect  from  1st  April, 
1907. 

Atit'"'^^  Cost  of  a  Battlediip. 

Mb.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether,  on  the  assumption  now  made 
by  the  German  Government  that  the  life 
of  a  battleship  is  only  twenty  years, 
he  can,  without  taking  responsibility 
for  this  assumption,  state  what  is  the 
annual  cost  of  a  first-class  battleship 
in  full  commission,  taking  interest  at  3^ 
per  cent.,  and  allowing  for  interest, 
depreciation  of  capital,  wages  of  officers 
and  crew,  and  a  proportionate  charge 
for  pensions,  repairs,  and  renewals,, 
and  other  necessary  items ;  and  whether 
he  can  give  corresponding  information 
with  regard  to  the  annual  cost  of  a  first- 
class  torpedo  boat  and  a  first-class 
destroyer  respectively,  assuming  the 
life  of  each  of  these  vessels  to  be  ten 
years. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.} 
The  annual  cost  in  full  commission  of 
the  under-mentioned  classes  of  vessel 
taking  interest  at  3  per  cent,  and  allowing 
for  interest,  depreciation  of  capital, 
wages  of  officers  and  crew,  and  a  pro- 
portionate charge  for  pensions,  repairs^ 
and  renewals,  and  other  necessary  items, 
and  also  assuming  a  life  of  twenty  years 
in  the  case  of  the  battleships  and  ten 
years  in  the  case  of  the  torpedo-boat 
destroyers  and  first-class  torpedo  boats 
respectively,  is  as  follows — 

£ 

First-class  battleship  ■  -  231,500 
Torpedo-boat  destroyer  -  ■  17,500 
First-class  torpedo  boat   •  6,1C0' 

Oooking  Staff  at  Obatham  Naval  Hos^tal- 

Mr.  JENKINS  (Chatham):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  t»u,;;^i^,4^l@^gt^iether 
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he  is  aware  that  at  the  Chatham  Naval 
Hoqsital  there  are  at  present  onlj  one 
cook  and  an  assistant  engaged  in  serving 
the  320  patients  and  nine  officers,  which 
resolts  in  badly-cooked  food  being  served 
to  the  patients,  thus  retarding  their 
recovery ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  have  a  more  adequate  stafi 
provided. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  staff  actually  employed,  which 
consists  of  one  cook  and  two  assistant 
cooks,  is  considered  adequate,  and  com- 
pares bvourably  with  those  at  Haslar 
and  Plymouth.  I  cannot  find  that  there 
is  any  justification  for  the  suggestion 
contained  in  the  hon.  3tfember*B  Question. 

Teachers  and  Beligioiu  Instniotion, 

Colonel  WARDE  (Kent,  Medway): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether,  under  the  terms 
of  the  proposed  Education.  Bill  if  a 
oon-provided  school  is  transfened  to  the 
local  authority  and  religious  instruction 
is  demanded  in  accordance  with  the 
London  County  Council  syllabus,  it  will 
be  competent  fox  teachers  to  claim  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  are  to  be  no  tests  for 
teachers,  they  cannot  be  compelled 
to  give  the  necessary  instruction. 

{Ansvered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  Yes, 
Sir.  Under  Clause  I,  Sub-Clause  (1), 
of  the  Bill,  no  teacher  may  be  required, 
as  a  condition  of  his  employment  to  give 
any  religious  instruction.  . 

Porchase  of  the  Doong eelagh  Estate, 
County  Sligo. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  June  last,  the 
Estates  Commissioners  received  a 
memorial  from  the  tenantry  of  the 
Doongeelagh  Estate,  partly  owned  by 
Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  of  Tawnagh, 
Biverstown,  County  Sligo,  and  situate 
in  Eitladoon,  Boyle  No.  2,  Electoral 
Division,  praying  them  to  communicate 
with  the  owners  or  their  agent,  Mr. 
Thomas  A.  Cox,  Hermitage,  Croghan 
Boyle,  with  a  view  to  purchase;  and 
whether  they  have  taken  any  steps  in  the 
matter,  and,  if  so,  with  what  result. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  the 
memorial,  and  have  asked  the  agent 
whether  the  owner  is  prepared  to  sell 
the  property  to  them,  but  have  not 
yet  received  a  reply. 

Oompenaatioii  for  L«u  to  Staff-Officers  of 
Disbanded  Volunteer  Regiments. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  8.E.)  :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
whether  anything  will  be  done  to  com- 
pensate those  adjutants  of  Militia  and 
Volonteos  who,  owing  to  the  Territorial 
Army  Scheme,  have  been  obliged  to 
vacate  their  appointments  before  their 
time  has  expired,  and  hare  thus  sufiered 
in  many  cases  serious  pecuniary  loss 
through  being  left  with  house  property 
on  their  hands. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  ffaliane.) 
The  Army  Council  is  alive  to  the  claims 

of  adjutants  whose  position  has  been 
affected  by  recent  changes  of  organisa- 
tion, and  will  do  what  is  practicable  to 
save  them  from  suffering  loss. 

The  Duke  of  York's  School— New  Site- 

Mb.  HART-DAVIBS  (Hackney,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  land  on  which  the  new  Duke 
of  York*B  School  is  being  built  at  Dover 
was  originally  the  property  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and  whether  the  site  selected 
was  formerly  occupied  by  the  military 
prison. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secr^ry  Baldane.) 
The  reply  to  both  Questions  is  in  the 
negative. 

Vaecination  Exemption— Case  ot 
Mr-  Eastman. 

Mr.  JACKSON  (Greenwich) :   To  ask 

the  President  of  the  Local  Government 

Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 

called  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  A.  E.  Rossiter, 

vaccination   officer  of   the  Greenwich 

Union,  omitted  to  serve  Form  Q.  on  Mr. 

Frederick    Daniel    Eastman,    of  45, 

Lausanne  Road,  Queen's  Road,  S.E., 

before  Mr.  Eastman's  child  had  attained 

the  age  of  four  months,  as  prescribed 

by  the  Vaccination  Order  of  BJay,  1907, 

and,  whether,  in  y^^^.^^^y^i^f^^i 
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this  omission  contributed  to  Mr.  East- 
man's neglect  to  make  a  declaration 
iinder  the  Act  of  1907  until  six  days 
after  the  four  months  limit  prescribed 
by  that  Act,  and  that  Mr.  Eastman 
has  made  a  declaration  and  paid  Is.  6d. 
for  it,  although  a  week  too  late,  he 
proposes  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  J ohn  Bums . )  I 
understand  from  the  vaccination  officer 
that  he  visited  the  home  of  the  child 
on  12th  February  last,  when  the  child 
was  little  more  than  three  months  old, 
*^^hat  he  was  told  by  the  mother  that 
i",  was  not  intended  to  have  the  child 
vaccinated,  and  that  he  informed  hei 
that  the  necessary  objection  should  be 
sent  within  the  time  allowed.  I  also 
understand  that  his  note  of  the  case 
after  his  visit  shows  that  a  notice  in  the 
Form  Q.  was  sent  in  the  evening  of  the 
day  of  his  inquiries.  It  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  I  can  take  any  steps  in  the 
matter,  but  I  gather  that  the  father 
has  not  communicated  with  the  vaccina- 
tion officer  with  regard  to  the  case  since 
the  latter  returned  to  him  the  statutory 
declaration  which  was  made  after  the 
prescribed  period,  and  it  may  be  desirable 
for  him  to  do  so. 

Postal  Facilities  at  Onnagnnneea. 

Mr.  KENDAL  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
Mid.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  establish 
a  Sub-Post  Office  at  Curragunneen,  near 
Roscrea,  County  Tipperary,  to  meet 
the  pressing  requirements  of  the  people 
of  the  district ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  several  of  the  inhabitants  have  to 
travel  six,  seven,  and  eight  miles  to 
post  their  letters  in  order  to  save  a  day 
in  the  delivery  of  them ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  if  an 
evening  collection  of  letters  were  estab- 
lished at  Curragunneen  there  would 
be  no  loss  whatever  sustained  by  the 
Post  Office,  he  will  take  steps  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  district. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton). 
There  is  already  a  Post  Office  at  Curra- 
gunneen, but  hitherto  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  provide  an  evening  collection 
except  by  incurring  expense  which  would 
not  have  been  justified.  I  am  glad  to 
say,  however,  that  the  circumstances 


have  changed,  and,  as  the  postman 
will  be  provided  with  a  cycle,  it  will  be 
possible  for  him  to  make  a  collection 
from  that  office  at  about  3.50  p.m. 

Bojected  Sites  for  Labourers'  Oottagas  in 
the  Dogbeen  Bural  District. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
if  he  will  furnish  a  return  of  the  niunber 
of  the  proposed  sites  for  labourers' 
cottages  which  were  rejected  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  inspector,  Mr. 
Hogan,  in  respect  of  a  labourers'  cottage 
scheme  by  the  Clogheen  Rural  District 
Council,  the  local  inquiry  for  which 
was  held  on  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  29th 
November,  1907,  at  Clogheen,  and  the 
reason  for  such  rejections. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Local 
Government  Board's  inspector  has  already 
furnished  the  particulars  in  question 
to  the  rural  district  counciL 

Overloading  of  the  Steamer  "Baltic 
Exchange." 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  has  received 
any  report  with  regard  to  the  allegations 
made  by  the  sailors  and  firemen  on  the 
steamer  "  Baltic  Exchange,"  that  this 
vessel  was  overladen  on  the  voyage  from 
Emsenade  to  Las  Palmas  and  Las 
Pahnas  to  England  ;  and  what  action,  if 
any,  has  been  taken. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Uoyd-George.)  In- 
quiries have  been  made  into  these  allega^ 
tions  at  Antwerp  and  at  Cardifl,  and  thej 
do  not  appear  to  be  well  founded. 

Licences  Terminated  at  Ashton-nndar- 
Lyne  and  Hurst. 

Mr.  SCOTT  (Ashton-under-Lyne)  :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  can  state  how  many 
licensed  houses  in  the  borough  of  Ashton- 
under-L3me  and  district  of  Hurst  have 
been  closed  under  the  Licensing  Act 
of  1904 ;  what  amount  was  paid  as 
compensation  in  respect  of  each  house ; 
and  what  proportion  of  the  money  went 
to  the  owner  of  the  house  and  to  the 
tenant  respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secrdary  Glad^one.) 
AU  the  informi^^^^^^g^l^wer 
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to  the  Question  is  giren  in  the  annual  apart  from,  the  petty  sessional  division 

volumes  of  Licensing  Statistics.   I  am  in  which  it  is  included,  but  I  have  had 

unable  to  give  fignzes  foz  iiulividual  the  following  figures  extracted  for  the 

houses  or  for  the  urban  district  of  Hurst  hon.  Member's  convenience : — 


(a)  Petty  Sessional  Division  of  Ashton-under-Lyne  (which  includes  the 
Urban  District  of  Hurst.) 


Year. 

Nomber  of 

Cmnpensation  paid. 

liceoMfl. 

To  licensee. 

To  other  parties. 

Total. 

1905  .... 

Nil. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1906  .... 

Nil. 

1907       ...  - 

3 

50 

1,978 

2,028 

(h)  Borough  of  Ashton-under^Lyne. 

Year. 

Namber  of 

Gompeniatioii  paid. 

lioenoeB. 

ToUcanaee. 

Toother  pariiei. 

TotaL 

1906      .      -      -  . 

Nil. 

£ 

£ 

1906       .      -      -  - 

1 

70 

1,030  , 

1,100 

1907       -      -      -  - 

3 

135 

3,960 

4,096 

Total  - 

4 

205 

4,990 

6,195 

Importation  of  Low-Glass  Ohina  Tea- 

SiE  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  large  amotmt  of  low-class  China  tea 
which  has  of  late  been  consigned  to  this 
country ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
large  portion  of  it  is  lying  unsold  in  the 
boaded  warehouses,  the  quality  being  so 
low  that  the  trade  refrain  from  pur- 
chasing it,  even  for  blending  purposes ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  consumers,  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  teas  of  such  an  im- 
desirable  quality,  which  are  quite  un- 
drinkable  by  thwmselves  and  only  used 
for  adoHerating  pure  Indian  and  Ceylon 
teas. 

VOL.  CStXXXVIL  IFoDBXB  Sibizb.1  C 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  The  Board 
of  Customs  have  no  official  information 
as  to  the  importation  of  low-class  China 
tea,  nor  as  to  a  large  portion  of  such  tea 
lying  unsold  in  bonded  warehouses. 
The  powers  of  the  Board  with  regard  to 
the  quality  of  imported  tea  are  defined  in 
Section  30  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  D.-ugs 
Act,  1875.  They  are  satisfied  that  the 
duties  of  inspection  and  analysis  are 
properly  carried  out  and  that  they  are 
effective  for  the  purpose.  I  may,  how- 
ever, point  out  that,  under  the  powers 
referred  to,  tea  cannot  be  excluded  from 
consumption  merely  because  it  is  of  low 
character.  It  must  be  so  bad  as  to  be 
"  unfit  for  human  food "  before  it  can 
be  so  dealt  wiUi  by  tl)^  .QciinniissionMs>c»f 
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Customs.  I  understand  that  the  in- 
creased demand  for  tea  in  various 
countries  has  caused  prices  to  harden 
considerably,  and  that  the  enhanced 
value  has  attracted  to  this  country  im- 
portations of  low-class  tea  for  blending 
purposes  to  meet  the  demand  for  tea  at 
a  low  price.  Such  tea,  though  of  low 
quality,  would  nevertheless  not  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community  to  dis- 
ourage  the  use  of  the  cheaper  kinds  of 
tea. 

Evicted  Tenanto— SebuUtemoit  of 
John  ITKienuui. 

Mr.  THOMAS  F.  SMYTH  (Leitrim, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  an  applica- 
tion for  reinstatement  from  John 
M*Eieman,  Drumshambo  North,  Aug- 
havas,  for  the  farm  of  land  at  Drumkillvy, 
Mohill,  Comity  Leitrim,  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  George  \STiite,  from  which  his  father 
was  evicted  some  years  ago  ;  and,  if  so, 
what  action  is  to  be  taken  thereon. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  appli- 
cation in  this  case  was  only  received  on 
2Sth  February.  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners  will  deal  with  it  in  due  course, 
regard  being  had  to  the  priority  of  the 
numerous  applications  previously  re- 
ceived. 

Refusal  to  Belnstate  Blartin  Brien,  of 
Ballynulta. 

'  Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  upon  what  grounds  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  reftised  to  reinstat« 
Martin  Brien,  Ballynulta,  Shillelagh,  in 
the  farm  on  the  Fitzwilliam  Estate  from 
from  which  his  father  had  been  evicted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  Martin 
Brien  is  a  younger  son  of  the  evicted 
tenant.  His  elder  brother,  Nicholas,  has 
also  applied  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
for  reintatement,  and,  in  their  opinion, 
he  has  a  prior  claim  in  the  event  of  their 
being  able  to  provide  a  holding.  The 
evicted  farm  has  been  purchased  by  the 
occupying  tenant,  but  tlie  Commissioners 


will  consider  whether  it  may  be  possible 
to  provide  anotiier  holding  for  Nicholas 

Brien. 

The  Glenahiery  Outrage- 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  document 
of  nth  Septembw,  in  reference  to  the 
Glenahiery  outrage,  or  any  draft  of  it, 
was  read,  either  by,  or  in  the  presence  of, 
the  Inspector-General,  the  Under-Secre- 
tary, and  the  Law  Officers,  before  it  was ' 
signed  by  Distxict-Inspector  Preston. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Cherry.)  The  Answer 
is  in  the  affirmative. 

Belnftatement  of       0. 01easar6. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.I  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  be  will  state  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  had  under  condderation 
the  application  of  Mrs.  Catherine 
Gleasure,  an  evicted  tenant,  for  rein- 
statement in  her  former  holding  at 
Moneen,  Glanworth,  County  Cork,  on, 
the  estate  of  Miss  Roberts  ;  and  if  action 
is  being  taken  to  bring  about  her  rein- 
statement, having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  present  tenant  does  not  live  on  the 
holding,  but  uses  it  solely  as  accommoda- 
tion  land  and  for  foddering  catUc. 

{Answer^  by  Mr.  BimU.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  decided 
that  the  applicant  is  a  suitable  person  to 
hold  land  and  they  have  referred  her 
case  to  an  inspector  with  the  object  of 
arranging  for  her  reinstatement  or  of 
providing  her  with  another  holding  if 
possible. 

Cost  of  Soyal  Oommission  on  Iri^ 
Congestion. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  was  the  cost 
of  the  recent  Royal  Commission  on 
Congestion. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  This 
Commission  has  not  yet  presented  its 
Report,  but  up^j^^^j^^Q^jf^^iture 
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inonrred  in  the  inquiEy,  inolttding  the 
estimated  cost  of  statiioery  and  pzinting, 
Amounts  to  about  £13,150. 

Poor  Belief  in  Irelud. 

Px.  AMBROSE:  To  ask  the  Chief 
*SecretaTy  to  the  Loid-Lientenant  of 
Ireland  what  was  the  amount  spent  on 
relief  of  the  pooi  in  Ireland  during  each 
-of  the  three  years  1905-6,  1906-7,  and 
1907-%  dividing  tt  into  the  amountspent 
<»n  outdoor  relief,  the  amount  spent  on 


indoor  relief,  the  amount  spent  on  indoor 
able-bodied  pauperism,  and  the  amount 
sp^t  on  outdoor  able-bodied  relief. 

{An»v>«red  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  appended 
table  gives  the  expenditure  undsr  the 
heads  specified  therein  for  the  financial 
years  1904-5,  1905-6,  and  1906-7.  The 
particulars  for  the  current  financial 
year  cannot^  of  course,  yet  be  given.  The 
guMdians*  accounts  do  not  Hiajjugi^juli  the 
expenditure  on  able-bodied  paupers — 


100&-6. 

1B06-7. 

In  maintenance  ... 

£ 

4S5,0U 

£ 

460,016 

£ 

467,731 

Out-reHef       -      -      _  . 

209,064 

328,870 

214,719 

Expenses  of  district  schools 

7,398 

8,068 

7,658 

Maintenance  of  blind,  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  idiots  in  institu- 
tions, and  cost  of  relief  in 
extern  hospitals  - 

20,431 

19,719 

20,888 

Emigration  .... 

42 

20 

49 

Salaries  and  rations  of  oflloers  - 

199,713 

196,709 

205,653 

Cost  of  medicines  and  medical, 
&c,  appliances  in  workhouses 

11,825 

10,190 

10,611 

Other  expenses  ... 

121,697 

134,826 

124,419 

Total 

1,025,671 

1,068,418 

1,041,918 

Division  of  the  Estate  of  Sir  E.  BnrrowB 
at  Bndifleld,  Queoi's  Oonnty* 

Me.  DELANY  (Queen's  County,  Os- 
sory) :  To  ask  the  Cliief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Farrell's  farm  at  Bushfield, 
Queen's  County,  estate  of  Sir  Hildjue 
Burrows,  has  been  sold  to  the  Elstates 
Commissioners  for  the  past  twelve  months; 
and  can  he  say  when  they  propose 
cUviduig  it  amongst  the  local  daimants. 

{Antwered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  farm 
in  question  has  not  been  sold  to  the 
Estates  Commissioneis,  bttt  the  Com- 
missicHieEs  have  had  it  inspected  and  the 
owner  has  intimated  his  willingness  to 


accept  thdr  estimated  price  for  it.  The 
farm,  however,  is  included  in  an  originat- 
ing application  which  deals  with  the 
estate  as  a  whole,  and  it  is  not  proposed 
to  complete  the  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  Fanell's  farm  separately  from  the 
remainder  of  the  estate.  The  entire 
estate  will  be  dealt  with  in  its  due  order 
or  priority. 

Belief  of  DtetteM  at  Lnrgan  ana 
Portadown- 

Ma.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  could 
state  what  steps  were  bein^  taken  to 
alleviate  the  *  '■ 

C  3 
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amongst  the  working  classes  in  Lurgan 
and  Portadown ;  whether  the  distreBS 
was  due  to  any  particular  cause  or  was 
affecting  any  particular  class  of  workers ; 
and  whether  he  would  conBider  the 
advisability  of  commnnicatii^  with  the 
local  authorities  in  these  two  towns 
with  a  view  to  the  devising  of  some 
means  other  than  soup  kitchens  supported 
out  of  private  subscriptions  for  the 
alleviation  of  the  distress. 

( Answered  hy  Mr.  BjrwW.)  Voluntary 
measures  are  being  taken  by  the  local 
people  to  alleviate  the  distress  which 
exists  in  the  two  towns  referred  to. 
The  Local  Government  Board  understand 
thiLt  the  distress  is  caused  by  the  great 
depression  at  present  existing  in  the 
linen  industries,  and  that  it  affects  the 
operatives  in  those  industries  and  in  the 
allied  trades.  No  representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Board  by  the  local 
people,  who  appear  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  voluntary  measures  which  are  being 
taken  to  supplement  the  Poor  Law  are 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  distress. 

Distress  in  Bel&st- 

Mr.  DEVLIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  statement  made  on  the 
20th  instant  in  the  Belfast  Police  Court, 
by  lb.  Nagle,  resident  magistrate,  to  the 
effect  that  there  had  recently  been  great 
distress  in  the  country,  and  that  practic- 
ally every  day  in  that  court  they  had 
cas3s  of  poor  people,  who  were  utterly 
destitute,  and  had  no  homes,  brought  up 
for  wandering  about  the  street  at  night, 
and  that  the  funds  in  the  police  court 
poor  box,  from  which  many  of  these 
poor  people  received  assistance,  were 
hardly  equal  to  the  demand;  whether 
he  could  state  the  approximate  number 
of  the  unemployed  in  Belfast  at  present 
as  compared  with  this  time  last  year ; 
and  whether  he  would  consider  the 
advisability  of  communicating  with  the 
local  authorities  in  Belfast  with  a  view 
to  the  initiation  of  some  means  of  allevi- 
ating the  distress  at  present  existing  in 
that  city. 

{Anmoered  by  Mr.  Birr^.)  1  have  seen 
a  newspaper   report   of  Mr.  Nagle's 
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remark  ?  to  the  effect  stated  in  the 
Question.  His  object  seems  to  have  been 
to  stimulate  the  flow  of  donations  to  the 
police  court  poor  box.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  information  aa  to 
the  approximate  number  of  the  unem- 
ployed in  Belfast^  bat  the  relief  statistica 
for  the  Belfast  Union  show  that  the 
average  number  of  persons  in  receipt 
of  outdoor  relief  during  the  past  three 
months  is  686,  as  compared  with  530  last 
year.  The  Board  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  resources  of  the  union, 
will  be  inadequate  to  meet  any  distxess 
which  may  arise,  and,  in  aU  the  cir- 
cumstances, they  do  not  feel  that  tbey 
have  any  grounds  for, making  special 
representations  on  the  subject  to  the 
local  authorities. 


QUESTIONS  m  THE  HOUSE, 

Nanl  Battle  Practice. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  certain  ships  fired 
trial  shots  prior  to  commencing  the 
regular  battle  practice ;  and,  if  va,  vhat 
are  the  names  of  those  ships. 

The  SECEETAEY  TO  thk  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Bobebtson,  Don- 
dee)  :  A  few  ships  fired  practice  rounds 
on  a  separate  rann  at  a  different 
target  on  the  same  day  that  they  fired 
their  battle  practice.  The  names  of  the 
ships  knovD  to  have  done  this  are 
"  Bulwark,  "  *'  Leviathan, "  **  Dido^ " 
"  Magnificent,"  "  Victorious,"  "  MaiestioL* 
"  Natal,"  "  London,"  "  Essex." 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH :  Is  it  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice  that 
trial  shots  shall  be  fired  by  any  ships  t 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  This 
was  a  case  of  target  practice. 

Torpedo  Boats  Ba-lwIlMred. 

Mb.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealinc) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  will  state  the  numbers  of  the 
three  effective  old  first-class  torpedo  boats 
which  have  been  re-boilered  with  boilers 
of  water-tube  type  in  lieu  ot  those  of 
locomotive  type  with  which  they  were 
originally  fitted,  and  the  numbers  of  the 
remainder  of  th^b^^,1<@>b^^ 
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le-boilered  in  a  Bimilar  manner  in  tbe 
near  f utare. 

Mb:  EDMUND  EOBERTSON  :  Not 
three,  but  all  old  torpedo  boats  have  been 
re-boilered,  excepting  four,  which  will  be 
taken  in  hand  shortly. 

Refitting  of  Protected  Omisers. 

Mk.  NIELD  :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  will 
«tate  the  dates  on  wbicn  the  refits  to  the 
protected  cruisers  "Andromeda,"  "Edgar," 

Gibraltar,"  and  "  Hawke,"  referred  to 
in  the  statement  explanatory  of  the 
Navy  Estimates  1906-7  as  included  in  the 
Jist  of  the  most  important  of  the  refits  to 
be  carried  out  in  1906-7,  were  actually 
taken  in  hand ;  and  when  the  refits  may 
6e  expected  to  be  completed. 

Mr.  EDMX7ND  ROBERTSON:  The 
following  are  the  dates:  "Andromeda," 
begun  October,  1907,  to  be  completed 
June,  1908;  "  Edgar,"  begun  November, 
1906,  completed  July,  1907 ;  "  Gibraltar," 
begun  October,  1907,  completed  January, 
lOoS;  "Hawke,"  begun  April,  1907, 
completed  November,  1907. 

Repairs  of  Armoured  Omisers- 

Mr.  NIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Admiralty  whether,  having 
regani  to  the  fact  that  the  list  of  large 
repairs  to  be  com])leted  during  the  finan- 
cial year  1906-7,  referred  to  in  the  state- 
ment explanatory  of  the  Navy  Estimates 
1907-6,  included  the  armoured  cruiser 

Leviathan "  and  the  protected  cruiser 
"  Ariadne,"  and  also  to  tbe  fact  that  their 
repairs  were  there  stated  to  be  practically 
complete,  he  will  give  the  reason  why,  in 
the  Admiralty  explanatory  Memorandum 
to  the  Estimates,  these  ships  were  declared 
to  be  still  undergoing  repairs, 

Mr,  EDMXJND  ROBERTSON :  The 
repairs  were  not  actually  finished  on  the 
31st  March,  1907,  and  some  part  of  tbe 
work,  therefore,  fell  upon  the  first  few 
weeks  of  the  following  financial  year,  viz., 
the  year  1907-8  as  shown  in  the  First 
Lonrs  Memorandum  for  1908-9. 

Rosyth. 

Mb.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if 
he  will  stipulate  in  any  contracts  made 
iw  the  construction  of  works  at  Rosyth 
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that  granite  from  the  United  Kingdom 
shall  alone  be  used. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON;  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  my  statement  on 
Navy  Estimates  on  the  10th  March. 

Mr.  felt.  :  I  hardly  remember  what 
that  was. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 

can  look  it  up. 

Navy  Gontraets. 

MB.FELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  if  the  eleven  firms  recently 
invited  to  tender  for  the  supply  of  the 
75,000  silk  scarves  for  use  in  the  Navy 
comprised  amongst  them  any  foreign 
firms. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  No, 
Sir. 

Mr.  FELL:  Do  I  understand  there 
are  two  principles  prevailing  at  the  Ad- 
miralty in  regard  to  contracts — that  in 
one  class  foreign  material  is  allowed  and 
not  in  another. 

♦Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order. 

Haolbowline  Works— Cost  of  Oranite. 
Mr.  MITGHELLTHOMSON  (Lanark- 
shir^  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Uie  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  has  now 

obtained  information  from  the  contractors 
who  are  using  foreign  granite  at  Haul- 
bowline  as  to  the  relative  cost  of  British 
and  foreign  granite. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Ad- 
miralty contractors  are  not  under  any 
obligation  to  state  the  cost  of  the  materials 
used  by  them.  It  is  not  the  practice, 
nor  would  it  be  desirable,  to  press  them 
to  give  any  such  information. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  this 
Question  was  put  down  in  consequence  ot 
remarks  which  fell  from  him  t 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  No. 
I  was  asked  generally  as  to  the  difference 
between  the  prices,  and  not  to  obtaining 
the  information  from  the  contractors. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  invked^ma^lia,  put 
down  this  very  QitiSitfba^^*^-'*^^^^ 
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Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  i  No, 
not  this  Quefltion.  The  previous  Question 
asked  me  to  cross-examine  the  otmtractors, 
which  I  refused  to  do. 

Ma.  MOONEY  (Newry) :  When  the 
right  hon.  GentJeman  is  in  communication 
with  the  coDtractora,  will  he  endeavour 
to  find  out  the  names  of  the  owners  of 
the  quarries  from  whom  this  foreign 
granite  is  obtained  1 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  communication 
with  the  contractors. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the 
advisability  of  asking  contractors  to  state 
when  their  tenders  are  pat  in  whether  or 
not  they  intend  to  em|doy  foreign 
materials  1 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  is  quite  a 
different  Question  from  the  one  on  the 
Paper. 

Oost  of  Battleships. 

Mb.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  on  the  assumption  now  made  by 
the  German  Gk>venimeDt  that  the  life  of 
a  battleship  is  only  twenty  years,  he  can, 
without  taking  responsibility  for  this 
assumption,  state  wlut  is  tbe  annual  cost 
of  a  first-class  battleship  in  full  commis- 
sion, taking  interest  at  3  per  cent.,  and 
allowing  for  interest,  depreciation  of 
capital,  wages  of  officers  and  crew,  and  a 
proportionate  charge  for  pensions,  repairs, 
and  renewals,  and  other  necessary  items ; 
and  whether  he  can  give  corresponding 
information  with  regard  to  the  annuu 
cost  of  a  firstHC^s  torpedo  boat  and  a 
first  class  destroyer  respectively,  assuming 
the  life  of  each  of  these  vessels  to  be  ten 
years. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  The 
annual  cost  in  full  commission  of  the 
under-mentioned  classes  of  vessels,  taking 
interest  at  3  per  cent,  and  allowing  for 
interest,  depredation  of  capital,  wages  of 
officers  and  crew,  and  a  proportionate 
charge  for  pensions,  repairs  and  renewals, 
and  other  necessary  items,  and  also 
assuming  a  life  of  twenty  years  in  the 
case  of  the  battleships  and  ten  years  in 
the  case  of  the  torpedo  boat  destroyers 
and  first-class  torpedo  boatSj  respectively, 


is  as  follows  : — First-class  battleship^ 
£231,600 ;  torpedo  boat  destroyer,, 
£17,500 ;  first-class  torpedo  boat,  £6,100. 

Cost  of  the  Territorial  Force. 

Mb.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  is  the  difference  between  the- 
basis  on  which  he  has  estimated  the  cost 
of  the  Territorial  Force  for  1908-9  to- 
exceed  by  £443,000  that  of  the  Yeoman^ 
and  Volunteers  for  1907-8,  and  the  baaia 
on  which  he  estimated  in  his  Memorandum 
(Cd.  3296,  of  session  1907)  that  the 
annual  cost  of  the  proposed  Territorial 
Force  would  be  less  by  £1,541,802  than 
that  of  the  auxiliary  forces  as  then 
oonstitQted. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for. 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington) :  As. 
stated  in  my  Memorandum  on  Army 
Estimates  190&-9  the  sum  at  £443,000  la. 
the  excess  of  Vote  4  of  1908-9  over  th» 
combined  total  of  Votes  4  and  5  of  1907-8. 
The  sum  of  £1,641,802  is  the  excess  of 
the  total  cost  under  all  Votes  in  1906-7 
of  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers, 
over  the  first  a^roximate  estimate  of  th& 
cost  under  all  Votes,  of  the  Territorial 
Force  as  shown  in  Cd.  3296  of  1907. 
The  hon.  Member  will  see  that  the  figures, 
are  in  no  way  comparable.  The  money 
which  was  formerly  spent  on  the  Militia 
is  now  being  spent  on  the  Special  Beserre. 
If  this  is  borne  in  mind  the  figures  given 
will  be  found  readily  intelligible. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  estimated 
the  cost  of  the  Territorial  Force  at  a 
million  and  a  half  less,  while,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  half  a  million  more. 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  That  is  founded  on 
a  misunderstanding  of  figures.  When 
this  question  first  came  before  the  House 
of  Commons  the  proposition  was  that  tho 
Militia  should  go  with  the  Territorial 
Force,  and  we  took  the  whole  cost, 
therefore,  of  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteers,  and  put  the  cost  of  the 
Territorial  Force  against  it.  When  it 
was  decided  that  the  blilitia  should 
go  to  the  Regular  side,  they  went 
and  took  their  cost  with  them.  The  only 
estimate  I  have  ever  given  the  House  of 
Commons  has  been  the  estimate  of  tho 
cost  of  the  Territ(^kj^^r(^^)t(lwi]H^ra 
to  which  reference  nas  oeen  made5  The 
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first  tom  was  £2,850,000,  which  afwr- 
wardt,  as  the  result  of  discusaions  in  this 
House,  was  raised  to  £3,600,000. 
Beyond  that  no  eatimate  has  been  given, 
and  there  has  been  no  increase  in  the 
eetimatoof  what  I  believed  woald  be  the 
cost. 

Territorial  Force— Sepantlon  Allowance 
'  fbr  Laaee-OinporalB* 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
separation  allowance  will  be  issued  for 
the  benefit  of  the  wives  and  families  of 
matried  lance-corporala  of  the  Territorial 
Force  during  the  annual  training  in 
camp  and  at  authorised  courses  of 
instniction. 

MR.HALDANE:  Lance^orporals  wUl 
be  granted  sepuation  ^ovanc& 

Tolimteer  Qoaxtermasters. 

Mr.  bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secreuu-y  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  many 
quartermasters  in  the  Volunteer  Force 
are  men  who  have  had  distinguished 
•ervice  in  ^e  Regular  Army,  and  have 
l^t  die  Army  m  order  to  take  up 
the  app(Hntment  of  quartermaster,  expect 
ing  to  continue  in  the  appointment  till 
incapacitated  by  old  agej  whether  the 
salaries  of  these  officers  will  cease  as 
from  the  Ist  of  April  next ;  whether  in 
this  case  they  will  receive  any  compensa- 
tion in  lieu  of  the  notice  that  might 
reasonably  have  been  given  to  them ;  and 
whether  tiiey  will  be  expected  to  perform 
without  pay  the  same  duties  in  the 
Territorial  Army  as  they  hare  biUierto 
poformed  in  the  Volunteer  Force. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  May  I  venture  to 
point  out  to  m^  hon.  friend  tluit  any 
arrangement  with  Volunteer  quarter- 
masters has  been  between  them  and  the 
corps,  and  that  the  Army  Council  has 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  hope  that 
the  Associations  will  be  able  to  retain 
their  services,  even  though  many  of  the 
duties  hitherto  performed  by  the  quarter- 
masters will  now  be  performed  by  the 
Associations.  If  any  payment  for  duty 
outside  the  period  of  annual  training  in 
camp  is  necessary,  it  will  be  met  Kom 
the  AMOciations'  grants,  but  this  is  part 
of  the  internal  economy  of  Associations 
with  which  we  have  no  intention  of 
interfering. 


Optional  Period  of  Training. 
Mr.  AENOLD-FORSTEB  (Croydon) : 
I  b^  to  ask  Uie  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  it  is  propo9e<l  during  the 
current  year  to  curtail  the  periM  of 
fifteen  days  training  in  camp  prescribed 
for  the  Territorial  Army ;  if  so,  to  what 
extent  is  the  length  of  training  to  be 
reduced ;  and,  if  any  reduction  is  con- 
templated, is  it  to  be  made  with  the 
object  of  increasing  the  military  efficiency 
of  the  troops  or  of  effecting  a  saving  of 
money. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Instructions  have 
been  issued  that  the  Territorial  Force  is 
to  be  trained  this  year  as  laid  down  in 
the  Act,  but  that  arrangements  are  if 
possible  to  be  made  to  let  men  have  the 
option  of  training  eight  or  fifteen  days. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  read 
what  I  have  stated  repeatedly  in  this 
House  and  elnewhere  in  regard  to  the 
plans  for  training  he  will  find  that  there 
is  and  can  be  no  question  of  saving 
money. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  [Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk)  asked  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  say,  when  ^e  Bill 
was  ^iog  through  the  House,  that  the 
question  of  granting  to  individual  men 
the  option  of  training  for  eight  or  fifteen 
days  would  rest  with  the  general  officer. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  So  it  does.  For 
this  year  the  general  officer  commanding 
the  district  lus  been  asked  to  give  an 
option,  as  far  as  poasible,  bo  as  to  make 
the  transition  as  easy  as  possible. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  Does  that  include  the  Artillery  1 

Mr.  HALDANE :  Yes. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  asked  whether 
they  were  to  understand  that  individual 
members  of  the  Territorial  Force  would  be 
able  to  say  they  did  not  want  to  go  out 
for  fifteen  days,  but  only  for  eight  days, 
although  the  rest  of  the  battalion  might 
be  doing  the  whole  lifteoa  days. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  training  will 
take  place  this  year  very  shortly  after 
the  conversion,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
show  some  consideration  for  the  diffi- 
culties of  individuals.  I  am  talking  of  a 
temporary  arrangemient  is^r-tbis.yeg  only, 
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and  not  of  a  change  in  the  general 
arrangements. 

Mb.  ASHLKY  asked  vhether  they 
were  to  understand  that  after  this  year 
all  the  Territorial  Force  would  train 
for  fifteen  days,  except  under  special 
circumstances. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Subject  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  general  oflicer  commanding. 

Atutralia  and  Oompnl«»y  UUituy 
Traininc* 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh.  Mid.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Wax  whether  the  deUuis  of  the  new 
Australian  scheme  of  universal  compulsory 
military  training  have  been  considered 
by  the  military  advisers  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
offer  to  the  Commonwealth  Government 
imperial  assistance  in  the  development 
and  training  of  the  new  organisation. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  military  ad- 
visers of  the  Government  have  duly 
perused  the  scheme  mentioned  in  the 
Question.  The  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment has  not  as  yet  invited  any  comment 
or  assistance  in  regard  to  the  scheme,  but 
that  Government  is  well  aware  that 
advice  or  assistance  would  gladly  be 
given  whenever  asked  for.  As  the  hon. 
Member  ia  aware,  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  passed  at  the  Colonial  Con- 
ference last  year,  the  Commonwealth 
Government  can  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  of  officers  of  the  General  Staff. 

Toinnteers  and  the  Ltrng-Serrice  UedaL 

Mb.  J.  W.  a  THOMPSON  (Somerset- 
shire, E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  forthcoming 
regulations  will  provide  that  service  in 
the  Volunteer  Force  prior  to  enlist- 
ment in  the  Territorial  Army  will  count 
towards  qualification  for  the  long-service 
medal 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  reply  is  in  the 
affirmative.  Service  in  tiie  Voluliteer 
Force  will  count  towards  the  long- 
servise  medal. 

War  Office  Supply  of  Oordlte- 

Viscount  HELMSLEY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
all  cordite  containing  mercuris  chloride, 
supplied  to  the  War  Office,  has  been 
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destroyed ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the  total 
amount  so  destroyed,  aad  what  did  it 
cost. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No  cordite  belong- 
ing to  the  War  Department  has  been 
destroyed  because  it  contained  mercuric 

chloride. 

VISOODNT  HELMSLEY  asked  whether 
they  were  to  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  supply  of  cordite  containing 
mercuric  chlontu  in  their  possession. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Yes,  in  these  cir- 
cumstaocee.  We  rejected  all  the  cordite 
which  was  in  course  of  delivery  to  us 
which  was  found  to  contain  mercuric 
chloride,  because  it  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  specification.  But  there  was 
some  that  we  had  accepted  and  paid  for. 
Having  regard  to  the  probability  of  its 
containing  mercuric  chloride,  we  set  it 
aside,  ana  we  are  now  subjecting  it  to 
various  tests  of  a  searching  kind,  which 
mercuric  chloride  cannot  mask.  Mercuric 
chloride  does  not  damage  the  cordite ; 
it  only  masks  the  heat  test.  Otherwise 
it  may  be  perfectly  good.  We  are  sub- 
jecting this  specific  cordite  to  a  much 
more  searching  test,  and  on  the  result  of 
that  test  wul  depend  the  qneetitm 
whether  we  should  make  any  use  of  it  or 
destroy  it. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  asked  whether 
it  was  not  the  case  that  in  the  specification 
it  was  particularly  stated  that  the  cordite 
was  not  to  contain  mercuric  chloride. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  It  was  not  to  con- 
tain any  foreign  ingredient,  including 
mercuric  chloride.  We  rejected  all  the 
cordite  we  could. 

Lord  BALCARBES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  was  understood  to  ask  why 
having  already  rejected  some  of  this  cor- 
dite the  War  Office  in  August  accepted 
some  thirty  tons  for  use  by  the  Army  t 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  must  ask  for 

notice  of  any  Question  as  to  facts.  I  am 
not  sure  the  noble  Lord  is  not  under  a 
misconception.  What  we  have  done,  if 
we  have  done  it  at  all — I  rather  think 
we  have  not — is  to  subject  all  cordite 
which  was  suspected  of  having  mercuric 
chloride  used  in  its  compontjop  to  & 
different  and  a  searching  tetft.^^'^ 
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Mr.  MITCHELL -THOMSON:  How 
much  cordite  does  tbe  right  hon.  Gentle- 
m«n  place  in  the  category  of  «  suspeoted  " 
oorditeT  *^ 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  cannot  teU  the 
exact  amount,  but  it  is  sabstantial— a 
very  considerable  amount.  • 

Mb^  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Eegis) :  I 
should  hke  to  ask  whether  this  new 
searching  teat  is  not  

*Mr.  speaker  :  That  does  not  arise 
«iit  of  the  Qaestion. 

Ak  HON.  MEMBER:  Wfll  the  con- 
teactors  who  supplied  the  cordite  which 
WIS  Bubeeqnently  found  to  contain 
mercuric  chloride  be  called  opon  to 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  Litigation  is  now 
actually  pending  between  die  War  Office 
*nd  the  contractors. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  May  I  ask  if  this 
new  test  will  be  applied  to  cordite  stored 
at  stations  abroad  ? 

*Ma.  SPEAKER .  That  does  not  arise 
oat  of  the  Question  on  the  Paper, 

Teomanry  and  the  Territorial  Army. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
toe  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
Yeomen  who  have  completed  three  years' 
«rvice  or  their  period  of  re-engagement, 
as  the  case  may  be,  will  not  be  permitted 
to  jom  the  corresponding  branch  of  the 
Territorial  Army  unless  they  bind  them- 
W7es  to  serve  for  four  years. 

Mr  HALDANE :  I  would  refer  the 
noble  Lord  to  the  Answer  I  gave  on  this 
point  to  a  similar  Question  put  on  the 
26th  inat.  by  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
npresenta  the  Chippenham  Division. 

Scarborongh  Barracks. 

Mr.  WALTER  REA  (Scarborough)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
jMther  the  Burniston  Road  barracks  at 
wMrbOTough  which,  since  the  removal  of 
the  Boyal  Garrison  Artillery  Dep6t,  have 
•^ost  ceased  to  be  occupied,  are  well 
«boTe  the  average  in  suitability,  owing 
tax  only  to  their  modem  construction 
wd  healthy  situation  but  to  the  con- 
oderable  amount  of  Iwd  adjoining  which 
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has  been  purchased  and  placed  at  their 
disposal  by  the  Corporation  of  Scar- 
borough ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
these  facts  and  in  view  of  the  loss  to  the 
State  involved  in  keeping  the  buildings 
empty,  he  will  endeavour  to  devise  a  plan 
by  which  they  may  be  utilised  for  some 
special  or  other  purpose  which  will  entail 
their  regular  occupation. 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  Under  present 
apangements  it  has  not  been  found  prac- 
ticable so  far  to  quarter  in  Scarborough 
barracks  more  than  a  very  small  body  of 
men.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  advantages 
of  the  barracks,  and  I  can  assure  my  hon, 
friend  that  the  first  opportunity  will  be 
taken  of  utilising  them,  provi(ung  that 
such  occupation  is  consistent  with  the 
general  scheme  of  distribution,  and  the 
necessity  for  economy. 

Supply  of  Army  Horses- 

Major  ANSTRUTHEB-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  ^^^r  whether  he 
can  now  furnish  any  information  as  to 
the  result  of  the  conference  between  the 
War  Office  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
with  regard  to  an  efficient  supply  of 
horses  for  military  purposes  f 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  I  think  I  may  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  the  result  of  the 
conference  has  been  satisfactory,  but  I 
am  not  at  present  able  to  give  the  House 
any  definite  information  in  regard  to  the 
measures  which,  it  is  hoped,  it  may  be 
found  practicable  to  carry  out. 

Major  ANSTRUTHEB  -  GRAY  : 
When  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expect  to  be  able  to  m^e  a  statement 
on  the  subject  % 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  two  Depart- 
ments are  in  conference  on  broad  prin- 
ciples. I  can  only  say  now  that  com- 
munications are  passing. 

Motor  Vehicles  for  Army  Service. 

Major  ANSTRUTHEE-GBAY  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  notice  has  been  directed  to 
the  reports  of  an  automobile  for  military 
service  constructed  to  carry  wounded 
soldiers,  ammunition,  or  stores,  one  of 
which  is  to  be  supplied  to  eve^y  infuitry 
regiment  in  Austria :  and  /1^iethe£  |he 
will  consider  the  pd^'^ 'VfO^TMaU^ 
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an  iavention  for  the  British  Army,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  machine  guns, 
etc.,  accompanying  cyclist  battalions. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  use  of  motor 
Tehicles  for  military  purposes  is  receiving 
attention.  Motor  transport  has  been 
sanctioned  for  the  cyclist  battalions  of 
tiie  Territorial  Force  (in  which  alone 
they  are  included)  for  carrying  machine 
guns,  etc.,  but  no  definite  pattern  of 
vehicle  has  been  finally  decided  on. 

Old  Fife  ArtiUery  Uilitla. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  the  intention  to  continue 
the  braining  of  the  recruits  of  the  Old 
Fife  Artillery  Militia  at  the  county 
town ;  and  where,  under  the  new  regula- 
tions, this  corps  will  undergo  its  training. 

Mr.  HALDAKE:  Recruit  training 
will  be  carried  out  with  the  training 
brigade  Royal  Field  Artillery  at  Glasgow. 
Under  the  new  regulations,  the  corps 
will  undergo  its  training  with  the  train- 
ing brigade  to  which  the  unit  is  afiiliated ; 
the  place  is  not  yet  settled. 

Texritorial  Forces  Medal- 
Lord  BALCAKRES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if,  in  the 
event  of  men  joining  the  Territorial 
Army  who  have  served  in  His  Majesty's 
regular  forces,  such  service,  whether 
wholly  or  in  ^art,  may  be  reckoned 
towards  service  in  the  Territorial  Force, 
and  thereby  count  towards  any  medal  or 
decoration ) 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Service  in  the 
Regular  Forces  will  not  reckon  as  qualify- 
ing for  the  Territorial  Forces  medaL 

Army  Council  (Powers)  Bill. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  he 
intends  to  introduce  the  Army  Council 
(Powers)  Bill  1 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Very  shortly. 

Opium  in  Ceylon- 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Commission  on  Opium  in 
Ceylon  has  reported  yet;  and,  if  so. 


when  the  Report  will  be  in  the  hands  (tf 
hon.  Members  of  this  House. 

Tbb  under  -  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  THB  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W ) :  The 
Commission  has  reported,  and  I  hope 
soon  to  be  &ble  to  lay  the  Report  on 
the  Table.  I  am  awaiting  the  ubeervar 
tions  of  the  Governor  upon  it. 

Oeylon  Postal  and  Telegraph  Bates- 

Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  t^e  Colonies 
I  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  postal  and 
!  telegraph  rates  in  Ceylon  compare  very 
I  unfavourably  with  those  in  force  in  the 
i  United  Kingdom  and  India,  though  in 
!  the  laU«r  case  the  mileage  ia  so  much 
'  ereater,  the  rates  for  parcels  being  nearly 
double  the  Indian  rates ;  and  whether  he 
will  make  inquiries  into  this  matter  with' 
a  view  to  the  provision  of  more  favoor- 
able  rates  in  Ceylon. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  rates  in  ques- 
tion do  not  appear  to  be  unduly  high  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  that 
they  have  been  the  subject  of  complaint. 
The  matter  is  primarily  one  for  the 
Ceylon  Oovemmont  to  decide,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  not  received 
i  any  representations  which  would  justify 
him  in  addressing  the  Grovemor  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  REES  was  understood  to  ask  if 
any  action  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  that  no  doubt 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  would 
:  draw  special  attention  to  the  matter,  but 
'  he  could  not  say  if  it  would  lead  to  any 
change  in  the  rates. 

Oommunication  with  Nyassaland. 

I     Mr.  REES:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
I  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Coloniea 
I  whether  he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  the 
I  insufficiency  of  steamer  communication  on 
,  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  three  mails 
sometimes  reach  Zomba  and  Blantyre 
together  after  a  failure  for  two  consecu- 
tive weeks ;  and  whether  the  Colonial 
Office  will  take  into  consideration  the 
needs  of  Nyassaland  in  this  behalf  when 
the  question  of  improvingj^jiumunicationa 
in  this  quartld*  a*ttfe8,^"^*-*5'*- 
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Mb.  CHURCHILL:  The  needs  of 
Nyasaaland  will  certainly  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  there  is  any  oppor- 
tonity  of  improring  communications  with 
the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  but,  as  1  said  on 
Tuesday  last  in  reply  to  a  Question  by 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
(^ippenham  Division,  the  negotiationb 
with  this  object  have  not  up  to  the 
present  been  successful.  I  have  no  in- 
imnation  with  regard  to  the  cases  of 
delay  in  the  delivery  of  mails  to  which 
the  hon.  Members  refers. 

Chinese  Labour  Ordinance- 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Government  will  lay  upon 
(he  Table  the  correspondence  which 
psased  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
tor  the  Colonies  and  the  Transvaal 
Ooremment  with  reference  to  the 
oontinoance  of  the  Chinese  Labour 
Ordinance  up  to  the  formal  sanction 
given  to  the  Ordinance  in  December  last 
year. 

ilB.  CHURCHILL:  Yes,  Sir. 

The  Nairobi  Incident. 
Sir  GEORGE  SCOTT  ROBERTSON 
(Bradford,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of^State  for  the  Colooies 
if  hisattention  has  been  drawn  to  the  recent 
incident  at  Nairobi,  where  Lord  DeUmere 
tnd  a  Mr.  BaiUie  seem  to  have  compelled 
the  Governor  against  his  wish  to  receive 
them  and  others  as  a  deputation  on  the 
local  labour  question,  and  to  promise  to 
reoeive  a  seocmd  deputation  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  but  that  before  the  second  inter- 
view could  take  place  the  Governor 
nspended  Lord  Delamere  and  Mr.  Baillie, 
lad  has  petitioned  His  Majesty  the  King 
to  remove  them  permaoently  from  the 
Governor's  Council ;  can  he  say  whether 
be  has  any  official  information  on  the 
mbject ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
toy  action  ia  the  matter. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  facts  are 
loliauntiaUr  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
Uember.  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
txpreased  his  approval  of  the  Governor's 
•moa  in  suspending  Lord  Delamere  and 
Mr.  Biillie  from  the  exercise  of  their 
functions  as  members  of  the  Legislative 
GoanciL  He  proposes  to  await  the 
neeipc  of  the  Governor's  despatch  on  the 


nutter  before  deciding  whether  ai^ 
further  action  is  necessary. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  tho 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies- 
if  he  can  make  any  statement  with  refer- 
ence to  the  labour  question  in  British 
East  Africa  and  the  recent  meeting  ab 
Nairobi ;  and  what  white  force  is  avail- 
able in  the  Protectorate  to  maintain  the. 
authority  of  the  Governor. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL:  Differences  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  a  section  of  th» 
white  settlers  on  the  subject  of  the  reguhir 
tions  for  native  labourers  have  led  to  a 
disorderly  demonstration;  but  pending, 
the  arrival  of  the  Governor's  despatch  thft 
Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  of  thfr 
exact  pomts  at  issue.  There  u  a  foTc» 
of  some  twenty  white  policemen  in  Nairobi 
and  the  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Is  it  true  the  Governor 
took  the  chair  at  one  of  these  meetings  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  understand  ho 
met  a  deputation  and  discussed  the  ques- 
tion at  iHSue  with  it-  They  came  in  a 
body  to  the  Governor's  house. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  The  suggestion  is  that 
the  Grovemor  took  the  chur  at  a  public 
meeting  to  discuss  this  very  question. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL'S  reply  was  inr 
audible. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  Loixl  Delamero 
and  Ur.  BaiUie  have  been  removed  from 
the  Legislative  Council  of  British  East 
Africa ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds  thia 
action  was  taken  ■  and  whether  Papera 
will  he  laid. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  persons  whom 
the  hon.  Member  names  have  been  sua- 
pended  from  the  exercise  of  their  func- 
tions as  members  of  the  L^islativo 
Council  because  the  Governor  reporta 
that  they  took  part  in  an  organised 
demonstration  of  an  insulting  and  dis- 
orderly character  against  His  Majesty'* 
Representative  in  the  Protectorate.  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  awaiting  a  deapatsh. 
Papers  will  be  laid  in  due  coursei''-^^ 
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Trade  at  Gibraltar. 

Sir  gilbert  PABKER  :  I  beg  to 
■ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Ooloniea,  in  view  of  the  depression  of 
trade  in  Gibraltar,  due  to  the  reduction 
-of  the  garrison  and  the  handing  over  of 
the  commercial  mole  to  the  Admiralty, 
whether  the  Government  is  satisfied  that 
the  increase  in  the  General  Sanitary 
Purposes  Bates  for  1908  is  justified  in 
the  circumstaoces ;  and  whether  it  is 
intended  to  appoint  a  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  the  annual  expenditure  of 
the  Commissioners. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  The  Secretory  of 
State  intends  to  obtain  further  informa- 
tion before  forming  an  opinion  on  the 
<|uestion  whether,  in  view  of  the  depres- 
«ion  of  trade,  the  whole  of  the  increase  in 
the  rates  was  immediately  necessary ; 
Imt  he  is  advised  that  there  is  no  sufficient 
jii8tificati<m  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Commissira  of  Inquiry. 

Anglo  Bussian  Convention- 
Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether 
the  Gemuui  Government  has  been  in- 
lormed  of  the  fact  that  the  Russian 
Foreign  Minister  gave  a  declaration  in 
writing  to  the  effect  that  ihe  Anglo- 
Russian  Convention  does  not  atl'ect 
British  rights  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman. 
Dewsbury;  for  Sir  Edward  Grky)  :  The 
text  of  my  right  hon.  friend's  despatch 
to  Hia  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St, 
Petersburg,  of  the  29th  of  August  last, 
taking  note  of  the  declaration  of  the 
Russian  Minister  for  Forei^^  Affairs  on 
this  subject,  was  communicated  to  the 
German  Government  together  with  the 
text  of  the  Anglo- Russian  Convention. 
This  despatch  was  published  with  the 
Convention  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper 
(Busna,  No,  1,  1907). 

Mecca  Pilgrims. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  stepa  are  being  taken  to 
secure  the  safety  of  the  Egyptian  pilgrims 
proceeding  to  Mecca;  and  whether  he 
anticipates  any  danger  for  those  now  at 
Yambo  or  Medina. 


Mr.  BUNCIMAN:  Mv  right  hon. 
friend  has  nothing  to  add  to  the  infor- 
mation he  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Blackpool  on  the  26th  inst.  No  report 
has  since  been  received. 

Probation  of  Offenders  Act- 

Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether,  under 
the  probation  of  Young  Oflfonders  Act,  he 
can  empower  the  probation  officers  to 
receive  fines  by  instalments  ;  whether  he 
will  recommend  Courts  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  to  adopt  this  course ;  whether, 
under  part  A  of  Clause  1  of  the  Probation 
Act,  the  words  compensation  for  loss  may 
be  taken  to  include  restitution  of  money 
stolen;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  services 
of  probation  officers  can  be  utilised  in 
collecting  the  same  during  the  time  the 
offender  may  be  on  {onbation. 

The  SECBETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE    HOME    DEPARTMENT  <Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.) :  Where  the 
Justices  deal  with  an  offender  under  the 
Probation  of  Offenders  Act,  there  is  no 
conviction,  and  consequently  there  can 
be  no  fine.    The  Justices  may,  however, 
order  the  offender  to  pay  compensation 
for  loss,  which  I  am  advised  includes 
Institution  of  money  stolen ;  and  by 
Section  7  of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Act,  1879,  the  Justices  may  direct  the 
payment  to  be  made  by  instalments.  It 
18  within  the  powers  of  the  Justices 
under  that  section  to  direct  the  instal- 
ments to  be  paid  to  the  probation  offioerj 
and  there  may  be  eases  where  they  might 
properly  be  required  to  do  so ;  but  there 
are  officers  attached  to  the  Courts  whoee 
duty  it  is  to  receive  sums  which  the 
Court  orders  to  be  paid,  and  in  cases 
under  the  Probation  Act  I  thiiik  it  would 
be  undesirable  to  do  anything  which 
would  make  the  offender  look  on  the 
probation  officer  as  a  collector  of  debta , 
rather  than  as  his  friend  and  adviser. 

Dock  Accident. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether,  in  tho 
Bill  proposed  to  be  introduced  thiq 
session  dealing  with  accidents  upon  dockii 
during  construction,  it  is  intended  to 
retain  the  power  to  hold  courts  of  inquiry 
into  the  cause  and  circumstances  ol 
accidents  of  a  serious-ffltturf^^^  provided 
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n  Section  3  of  the  Notices  of  Accidents 
^ct,  1894,  whidi  it  is  proposed  to  repeal. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  Sir;  it  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  prorisions  of  the 
Factory  Act  with  regard  to  accidents, 
which  include  a  provision  similar  to  that 
in  the  Act  of  1894,  empowering  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  appoint  a  court  of 
inquiry  into  the  causes  and  circumstances 
off  ail  Mcideot  if  he  thinks  it  eipedlent 
to  do  sa 

SmwoMWd  XdeaUBM  in  Staffarddiirfr 

MR.JOHNWABD:  I  heg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  M  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment what  numher  of  licensed  houses 
hare  been  closed  under  the  Licensing 
Act,  1904,  in  the  county  of  Staffordshire 
during  the  years  1905-6-7  ;  what  was  the 
total  sum  paid  in  compensation  for  such 
closing ;  and  what  sum  was  paid  to  the 
licence-holders  and  what  sum  to  the 
other  parties. 

MaGLADSTONS:  All  the  available 
information  is  contained  in  the  annual 
vdumes  of  Ucrasuig  statistics,  bat  for 
the  hon.  Member's  conreaienoe  I  have 
had  the  following  figures  extracted  from 
them.  In  the  county  of  Staffordshire 
163  licensed  premises  have  been  closed 
under  the  Act  of  1904.  A  total  sum  of 
jGI02,780  was  paid  in  compensation,  of 
which  £6,294  or  6-12  per  cent,  went  to 
the  licence  holden. 

Social  Oouditioas  in  Oermany. 
Ub.  DU  CROS  {Hastings):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Freudent  of  the  Boud  of  Trade 
when  he  eroects  to  be  in  a  position  to 
publish  the  Report  of  the  three  investiga- 
tors sent  to  Germany  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  information  upon  rent,  wages, 
mployment,  and  other  matters. 

Thb  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd  -  Georgb, 
Carnarvon  Boroughs) :  I  hope  that  the 
Be^rt  containing  the  results  of  investi- 
^lOQB  as  to  conditioDS  and  cost  of  living 
m  German  towns  will  be  published  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks. 

Norwegian  Oxanlte. 

Ur.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  now 
supply  the  information  promised  with 
regard  to  tiie  wages  and  hours  of  work 
of  the  men  engaged  in  the  granite 


quarries  in  Norway  which  supply  tho 
stone  to  Uie  Admiralty  works  at  Haul- 
bowline  and  Keyham  dockyard. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  informed 
that  in  the  granite  quarries  in  Norway 
the  usual  hours  of  labour  amount  to 
fifty-seven  per  week,  ten  hours  on  five 
full  workings  days,  and  seven  on  Satur- 
days. The  work  appears  to  be  generally 
undertaken  by  contract,  and  CfJculating 
on  the  basis  of  three  hundred  working 
days  in  the  year,  the  wa^  ususdly  earned 
are  stated  to  be  four  kroner  or  five 
kroner  (4s.  fid.  or  6s.  7d.)  per  day. 

Mr."  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
give  the  name  of  the  Norwegian  firm, 
selected  by  the  Admiralty  to  send  granite 
into  Ireland. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  was  not 
in  his  Department,  but  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  no  such  firm. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Where  did  they 
get  the  granite  from. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Granite  IMifhtage. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  state  the  cost  of  railway  carriage 
per  ton  for  Enderby  granite  from  Leices- 
ter to  Surbiton ;  and  how  such  railway 
rates  compare  with  the  cost  of  freight  for 
the  same  article  from  Norway  to  London. 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE:  I  am  obtain- 
ing particulars  of  these  rates  and  will 
communicate  with  my  hon.  friend  a» 
soon  as  I  have  received  them. 

Examination  for  Trawl  Fishermen. 

Mr.  PIRIE  f  Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  l^oard  of  Trade 
if  he  would  state  what  staff  of  examiners 
there  is  in  Aberdeen  for  examining  trawl 
I  fishermen  under  the  Merchant  Shipping 
i  Act,  1906  ;  and  if  he  can  explain  why  the 
I  last  examination  of  such  candidates  in 
Aberdeen  was  postponed  from  the  date 
!  originally  fixed. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  There  is  one 
examiner   of   fishermen  at  Aberdeen. 


Owing  to  tAie  illness  of  the 
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during  the  examination  the  last  examina- 
tion was  unaToidably  postponed  until  a 
8u1»titute  could  be  obtained,  but  I  under* 
stand  that  no  inoonrenience  was  caused  to 
the  three  candidates  who  attended. 

Mr.  PIRIE  asked  if,  according  to  the 
rnles  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  there  should 
not  be  three  examiners,  and  whjr  that 
regulation  was  not  com|died  with  in  the 
case  of  Aberdeen  1 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  would 
look  into  the  matter  and  let  his  hon. 
friend  know. 

Danish  Bacon. 
Mr.  LAimEKCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  exposure  of  the 
dangers  arising  from  the  export  of  bacon 
from  Denmark  which  has  been  cured 
from  diseased  meat,  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture intend  to  take  any  steps  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  Danish  bacon 
until  measures  hare  been  taken  in  that 
country  to  secure  more  effective  control 
over  the  exports. 

Thb  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  Perhaps  I  may  reply 
to  this  Question.  As  was  stated  on 
Thursday  last,  in  reply  to  a  Question  put 
to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Southern  Division  of  Kerry,  I  do  not 
think  any  special  action  is  necessary  at 
the  present  time  as  regards  the  importa- 
tion of  bacon  from  Denmark,  bat  I  hare 
in  preparation  regulations  dealing 
generally  with  the  measures  to  be  taken 
for  the  prevention  of  dan^  to  health 
from  the  importation  of  foreign  meat. 

Anthrax. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY ;  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  I^ocal  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  report  of  the  inquest 
on  James  Shaw  in  the  City  Coroner's 
€ourt  on  8th  February ;  and  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  extend  the  provisions 
with  regard  to  the  compulsory  notifies* 
tion  of  disease  to  all  cases  of  anthrax  in 
human  beings,  arising  from  any  cause, 
and  to  all  cases  of  glanders  in  human 
beings,  or  of  suspectM  glanders. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  report  of  the 
inquest  referred  to.  It  is  competent  for 
a  sanitary  authority,  with  the  oonsent 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  make 
cases  of  anthrax  and  glanders  in  man 
compulsorily  notifiable  in  their  district.  I 
may,  however,  state  that  glanders  is  a 
rare  disease  as  regards  human  beings. 
Cases  of  anthrax  in  man  chiefly  occur  in 
factories  and  workshops,  and  as  ru;ards 
these  cases  arrangements  are  made  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  information  of  them  being 

fiven  to  the  local  medical  officer  m 
ealth. 

Notification  of  Birtiu  Act 
Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  can  stete  the  num- 
ber of  county  boroughs,  urban  dis- 
trict councils,  and  other  local  authorities 
which  have  adopted  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act ;  and  whether  he  can  make 
any  statement  as  to  the  measures  that 
have  already  been  taken  by  the  large 
industrial  centres  of  population  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  The  Act  has 
been  adopted  by  132  local  authorities. 
In  most  of  the  districts  in  which  it  has 
been  adopted  there  is  one  or  more  female 
health  visitors,  whose  duty  it  is,  in  appro- 
priate cases,  to  visit  and  adviae  the 
mothers  of  newly-horn  infants,  and  in 
some  instances  the  local  authority  avail 
themselves  of  the  co-operation  of  local 
voluntary  associations.  In  all  cases  the 
health  visitors  act  under  the  supervision 
of  the  medicfd  officer  of  health. 

Motor  Speeds. 

♦Mb.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
whether,  in  view  of  the  number  of  acci- 
dents caused  by  motors  being  driven  at  a 
rapid  pace  through  towns  and  villages, 
favourable  consideration  will  be  given  in 
the  future  to  applications  from  looal 
authorities  for  a  redaction  of  speed  limit 
within  their  jurisdictiont 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  My  best  con- 
sideration is  always  given  to  applications 
under  the  Motor  Car  Act,  1903,  for  a 
reduction  of  speed  limits,  but  I  cannot 
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Justified  in  taking  with  regard  to  par- 
t-icular  applicationa  which  may  in  fatttre 
be  made  to  me. 

•Mr,  OATHCART  WASON  asked 
if  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  was  aware 
that  the  Motor  Car  Act,  1903,  was  only 
passed  on  the  condition  that  the  local 
Authorities  should  have  power  to  restrict 
speed,  and  that  the  Loioal  Government 
Board  shoald  only  act  where  regulations 
were  excessive  and  unreasonable. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  As  regards  the 
nineteen  applications  under  the  Act 
received  since  Isd  January,  1906,  in 
which  a  decision  has  been  given,  orders 
faare  been  issued  or  promised  in  fifteen 
of  them.  I  think  the  Local  Government 
Bou4  is  to  be  commended  for  its  action 
■n  the  matter. 

Loss  on  Press  Telegtams. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  Uie  Treasury  how 
much  is  the  annual  toss  to  the  Post  Office 
incurred  by  the  system  of  cheap  rates  for 
newspaper  telegrams ;  what  is  the 
advantage  derivM  by  the  nation  in  return 
for  this  loss  ;  and  if  he  will  introduce 
legidation  to  put  newspfl^>er8  on  the  same 
terms  in  tiiis  respect  as  the  general  public. 

Tsi  POSTMASTEB-GENEBAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar) :  The  present  rates  for  Press 
telegrams  are  specifically  provided  for 
under  the  Telegraph  Act  of  1868.  The 
estimated  annual  loss  involved  is  about 
J£230,000,  in  return  for  which  the  nation 
enjoys  such  advantages  as  are  derived 
from  the  dissemination  of  news  at  a  cheap 
rate.  I  am  not  proposing  legislation  of 
the  character  su^estea  by  my  hon. 
friend. 

XdlfUnu  Instraetion  in  >on-Frovided 
Schools- 

GOLOXBL  WARDE  (Kent,  Medway) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  whether,  under  the  terms 
of  the  proposed  Edui»tion  Bill,  if  a  non- 
provided  school  is  transferred  to  the  local 
authority  and  religious  instruction  is 
demanded  in  accordance  with  the  London 
County  Council  syllabus,  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  teachers  to  claim  that,  inas- 
much sa  thwe  are  to  be  no  tests  for 
teachers,  they  cannot  be  compelled  to 
gire  the  neceaaary  instmction. 
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The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  oP 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKknna,  Mon- 
mouthshire,  N.) :  Yes,  Sir.  Under  Clause 
1,  Sub-clause  (1),  of  the  Bill  no  teacher 
may  be  required,  as  a  condition  of  his 
employmeu^  to  give  any  religious 
instruction. 

Elaeation  Oode. 
Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  when  he  proposes  to  present 
the  Education  Code,  with  a  view  to  the 
printing  and  circulation  thereof  at  an 
early  date. 

Mr.  McEENNA  :  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  fix  a  date. 

Dutch  Cheese  Frauds. 

Mr.  a.  L.  STANLEY  (Cheshire, 
Eddisbury):  I  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset  as  represent- 

inz  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Aeri- 
cuTture,  whether  he  can  now  say  whether 
he  has  an^  information  as  to  the  sale  of 
Dutch  skim-milk  cheeses  in  this  country 
under  the  name  of  either  Dutch  Cheshire 
cheeses  or  factory  Cheshire  cheeses ;  and 
what  steps  are  being  taken  to  pat  a  stop 
to  this  practice. 

The  TREASURER  op  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  Edward  Stbachby,  Somer- 
setshire, S.) :  Inquiries  have  been  made 
into  this  matter,  but  no  evidence  has 
been  obtained  of  the  sale  of  Dutch 
cheeses  in  contravention  of  the  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Acts.  We  should  be  very 
glad  to  receive  any  further  informataon 
on  the  subject  which  those  concerned 
may  be  able  to  supply. 

Mr.  a.  L.  STANLEY :  Has  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  been  called  to 
a  case  in  the  Midlands  in  which  a  seller 
of  this  cheese  was  prosecuted  and  fined  1 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Yes, 
Sir ;  but  I  think  the  offence  charged  in 
that  ease  had  to  do  with  the  percentage 
of  fat  contained  in  the  cheese. 

Imports  of  Peat-Mosa  Litter. 

Mb.  LAURENCE  HARDY :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether, 
in  view  of  the  risk  of  infection 
from  the  importatiofl,^fjf^p^@ej^;J^ 
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he  wni  take  steps  to  include  it  in  the  pro- 
hibition order  which  now  only  applies  to 
foiage. 

Sir  EDWARD  STKACHEY :  Perhaps 
the  hen.  Member  will  allow  me  to  refer 
him  to  the  reply  giren  on  the  26th  inst.  to 
a  similar  Question  put  by  n>y  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South-East  Essex. 

Farmers'  Oo-operatlTe  Bocietlea- 

Mr.  FEIAj:  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset}  as  represent- 
ing the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  if  he  is  taking  any  steps  to 
encourage  amongst  farmers  the  formation 
of  co-operative  societies  for  the  collection 
and  grading  of  farm  produce  such  as  eggs, 
butter,  and  fowls,  and  the  marketing  of 
it  in  London  or  elsewhere;  and  if  his 
attention  haa  been  called  to  the  success  of 
some  of  these  societies. 

Sib  EDWARD  STEACHEY :  We  are 
aware  of  the  success  which  has  frequently 
attended  the  formation  of  co-operative 
societies  for  the  purposes  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers,  and  we  have  from 
time  to  time  published  information  on 
the  subject  in  our  Journal.  We  have 
also  issued  leaflets  on  the  subject,  which 
have  been  widely  circulated. 

Uargarine  in  Obugow- 
Mr.  barbie  (Londonderry,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Margarine 
Act  is  so  inefficiently  administered  in 
Glasgow  that  onlabelled  margarine  is 
exhibited  with  impunity  in  numbers  of 
shop  windows  throughout  the  city,  ticketed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  the  public  to 
believe  that  it  is  Irish  butter,  and  is  also 
sold  by  these  shopkeepers  as  butter  and 
in  parchment  not  bearing  the  word 
margarine ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  put  a  stop  to  these  practices. 

Snt  EDWARD  STBACUEY :  There 
is  no  doubt  that  margarine  is  sometimes 
sold  as  butter  in  Glugow  as  in  other 
large  towns,  but  the  local  authority,  with 
whom  the  enforcement  of  the  law  rests, 
informs  us  that  everything  that  can  be 
done  to  detect  offences  and  to  initiate 
proceedings  against  offenders  in  that  city 
IS  being  done,  four  inspectors  being 
specially  employed  for  the  purpose.  Our 
inspectors  will  be  instructed  to  confer 
further  with  Uie  officers  of  the  local 
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authcffity  on  the  subject,  and  in  tiis 
meantime  the  Board  would  be  glad  if  the 

hon.  Member  would  supply  thorn  witii 
any  information  of  which  he  may  be  in 
possession. 

Pecktaam  Election. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  activity  of  the  many 
associations,  other  than  political  parties 
and  candidates,  committees,  and  agents, 
which  took  part  in  the  Feckham  election; 
whether  he  has  considered  how  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  which  candidates  do 
not  declare  in  their  returns,  but  which 
affect  electoral  results,  can  be  rendered 
illegal  so  as  to  comply  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act ;  and  whether 
he  would  appoint  a  Commission,  witfa 
powers  to  send  for  documents  and  persons, 
to  inquire  into  the  actual  costs  of  the 
Peckham  election,  and  report  to  this 
House. 

The  attorney-general  (Sir  W. 
KoBSON,  South  Shields) :  I  have  obeerred 
the  activity  of  the  associations  mentioned 
by  tiie  hon.  Member,  and  I  think  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  raqwnditore 
to  which  he  refers  eoes  very  far  towards 
nullifying  the  emct  of  tiie  beneficial 
provisions  of  die  Corrupt  Practices  Act 
relating  to  the  expenditure  of  candidates 
and  their  agents.  However,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  law  such  expenditure 
is  not  prima  fade  illegal,  but  I  am  cod- 
sidering  how  far  it  may  be  possible 
effectively  to  limit  expenditure  of  that 
kind  without  infringing  the  popular  rights 
of  political  propaganda.  Of  course,  hon. 
Members  will  appreciate  that  it  is  not 
eas^  to  devise  or  to  ajndy  a  scheme 
which  would  bring  about  the  real  control 
of  expenditure  not  under  the  control  of 
the  candidates  or  their  agents.  How- 
ever, the  matter  is  one  which  will 
certainly  engage  the  very  careful  atten- 
tion of  the  Government.  With  regard 
to  the  Committee  for  which  the  hon. 
Member  asks,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
appoint  such  Committees,  which  must 
be  appointed  by  statute,  and  are  nsoidly 
appointed  upon  some  judicial  report. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  May  I 
have  a  copy  of  the  Answer  1 
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Sis.  W.  BOBSON  :  The  law  officers 
hare  no  department  by  which  they 
could  secure  the  drafting  of  their 
Answers. 

Sib  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Nor- 
folk, N.):  Does  not  every  candidate 
maka  a  solemn  declaration  that  no 
association  or  society  has  spent  in 
oonnection  with  his  election  any  money 
which  does  not  appear  in  his  return  t 

Sir  W.  BOBSON :  I  do  not  think  he 
makes  that  declaration  exactly  in  those 
terms.  He  makes  a  deoluation  in 
relation  to  the  money  spent  in  the 
oondact  or  management  of  the  election, 
and  it  is  a  question  of  some  nicety  as 
to  whethw  expenses  by  irresponsible 
strangers  can  be  called  expenses  in  con- 
ducting or  managing  an  election. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD : 
AVould  it  not  be  possible  to  hold  some 
inquiry,  eren  if  a  Commission  was  not 
possibly  BO  that  we  may  get  information 
aa  to  how  much  was  spent  over  this 
election  1 

Sir  W.  BOBSON  :  I  do  not  know  of 
any  usual  or  constitutional  form  of 
inquiry  which  does  not  involve  Parlia- 
mentsry  sanction  in  the  shape  of  a  BiU, 
or  some  such  form.  A  Departmental 
Committee  might  be  appointed,  but  that 
would  be  veiy  unusual  m  relation  to  an 
election. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  fMarylebone,  £.) : 
Would  it  be  impossible  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  1 

Sir  W.  BOBSON  :  Well,  it  would  not 
be  of  much  use  appointing  any  Committee 
which  had  not  the  power  to  take 
evidence  on  oath.  I  doubt  the  appro- 
pisteness  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
mqoire  into  an  election. 

•Mb.  B.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  asked  whether  the  Gk)vemment 
would  publish  information  as  to  the 
present  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject, 
lor  the  guidance  of  candidates. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  believed  it 
to  be  the  impression  of  snccessire  Govem- 
ments  that  it  had  been  made  clear  in  the 
Corrupt  Praeti^es  Act. 

VOL.  CLXXXriL  [Fourth  Skbies.] 


Begistration  of  Titles  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  C.  £.  PRICE  (Edinburgh,  Central): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Searetai^  for  SootJand 
when  the  House  will  receive  the  Report 
from  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Registration  of  Titles  in 
Scotland. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire):  I  am  in- 
ormed  that  it  is  not  yet  possible  to 
name  a  date. 

tiawlinc  in  St  Hftgniu  Bay- 

Mb.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotia  d  if  he  is 
aware  that  six  trawlers  were  reported 
to  the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland  as 
trawling  within  the  limits  on  Saturday 
the  1 4th  in  St.  Magnus  Bay ;  if  any  have 
been  arrested ;  and  if  he  will  consider 
the  neceaaity  of  closing  against  trawling 
specified  waters  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Shetland,  and  also  the  waters  between 
Orkney  and  Shetland  known  as  the 
North  Sound. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  understand  that 
such  a  report  was  made,  but  unfortunately 
without  the  definite  particulars  necessary 
to  any  action  being  taken.  The  Govern- 
ment has  no  power  to  close  waters  be- 
yond the  recognised  territori^  limits. 

Boyal  Scottish  Haseom. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Worlu 
whether  many  of  the  valuable  and  rare 
objects  in  the  Royal  Scottish  Museum  in 
Edinburgh  are  placed  there  on  loan; 
and,  if  so,  whether  in  case  of  fire  occnr- 
ring  there,  owing  to  the  neglect  to  which 
attenti(n  is  called  in  the  Report  for  1907, 
of  precautions  to  remove  premises  stond 
witn  highly  combustible  materials  from 
immedii^  proximity  to  the  museum 
buildings,  the  Government  will  hold 
itself  responsible  to  the  lenders  for  any 
loss  sustained  by  them. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  From  time  to  time 
loan  collections  are  exhibited  in  the 
museum.  Before  accepting  any  objects 
on  loan  for  exhibition  Uie  owner  ia 
informed  by  letter  tiiat  loans  to  the 
museum  are  at  owners'  risk  utd  in 
particular  that  the  museum  authorities 
cannot  undertake  to  insure^^gainst  .the 
risk  of  tire.  Digiuze^i  b^CjOQgle 
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Mr.  MITCHELL  THOMSON:  When 
are  tiie  precautions  referred  to  in  the 
report  likely  to  be  taken  t 

Mr.  YOtlNGER  (Ayr  Burgha) :  Do 
not  the  insurance  companies  charge  an 
extra  premium  for  fire  risks  in  oonse- 
*  quence  of  these  dangers  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIB  :  I  am  quite  avare  of 
all  these  disadvantageous  circumstances, 
but  I  can  give  the  House  no  more  infor- 
mation at  present. 

Scottish  Sheriff  Clerks. 

Mr.  watt  :  T  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that  some 
sheriff  clerks  in  Scotland  are  also  engaged 
in  trade  and  utilise  the  one  function  for 
the  benefit  of  the  other ;  and  whether,  in 
the  public  interest,  be  will  bring  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  existing  sheriff  clerks  who 
are  in  that  position  and  refrain  from 
appointing  such  in  future. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  { Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs) :  I  shall  be  glad 
to  have  from  my  hon.  friend  the  instances 
on  which  he  bases  this  Question.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  such  cases  ;  and  before 
dealing  with  the  general  point  involved  it 
would  be  right  to  know  any  available 
details. 

Fidsa  Trade  Descriptions. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
whether  the  Department's  inspectors  in 
England  and  Scotland  have  any  special 
instructions  with  reference  to  obtaining 
evidence  with  a  view  to  prosecutions  in 
oases  where  linen  is  sold  as  Irish  hand- 
loom  woven  damask  when  it  does  not 
answer  to  that  description. 

The  VICE-PRBSIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  op  AGRICULTURE 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Tyrone,  S.) :  The  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment stationed  in  Great  Britain,  who  are 
mainly  engaged  in  the  detection  of 
frauds  connected  with  Irish  agriculture 
woduoc,  have  instructions  to  furnish  the 
Department  with  any  information  they 
may  obtain  as  to  the  application  of  false 
trade  dcRcri^tions  to  any  kind  of  Irish 
products.  No  special  instructions  have 
been  given  concerning  any  particular 
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Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  asked  if  anv 
cases  had  recently  arisen  in  which 
evidence  had  been  tendered  by  the 

inspector. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  there  wa» 
the  other  day  a  caf^e  of  fraud  at  the 
Westminster  Police  Court  in  connection 
with  Irish  lace  in  which  a  conviction  was- 
secured. 

Boxwell  Evicted  Tenants- 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg: 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is- 
aware  that  Mrs.  Murphy,  one  of  the 
Boxwell  evicted  tenants,  now  living  in  ai» 
uneconomic  holding  at  Rostoonstown^ 
where  the  dwelling-house  and  out-offices- 
are  in  a  wretched  condition,  claims  tbe- 
right  to  be  restored  to  the  farm  from 
which  she  was  evicted  at  Reedstown  ; 
whether  the  Estates  CommissiMiers- 
intend  to  give  her  farm  to  some  other 
evicted  tenant ;  and  whether,  as  Mrs- 
Murphy  is  justly  entitled  to  her  old 
home,  he  vill  see  that  she  is  restored  to- 
it. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  f.jR  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELl^  Bristol,  N.) :  The- 
cases  of  the  evicted  tenants  on  the  Box- 
well  estate  are  at  present  being  investi- 
gated by  an  inspector,  and  pending  th» 
receipt  of  his  report  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners are  not  in  a  position  to  say  what- 
action  will  be  taken  in  any  particular 
case.  ^ 

Oase  of  James  Brett.  Evicted  Tenaat. 

Mr.  FFRENCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the- 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenanti- 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  thatv 
James  Brett,  evicted  tenant  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  T.  J.  Walker,  esq.,  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied  to  pay  the  same- 
number  of  years  purchase  as  that  paid  by 
the  other  tenants,  although  this  was  con- 
sidered an  excessive  price  for  the  evicted 
farm  by  three  practical  farmers  who  are 
large  holders  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and 
if  be  can  say  why  James  Brett  is  not  put. 
back  in  his  farm  at  a  reasonable  price. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners are  unable  to  add  anything  to  the 
reply  already  given  to  the  hon.  Member^ 
namely,  that  t%  M^  pdg^^gglter  the 
purchase  of  the  eiuite  in  question,  but  an 
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agreement  has  not  yet  been  i^ved  at  as 
to  the  price  of  the  holding  formerly 
occupied  by  James  Brett, 

Mr-  Qeorge  White's  Leitrim  Evicted 
Tenants. 

Mr.  THOMAS  F,  SMYTH  (Leitrim, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
tho  LordXieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  if  the  evicted  tenants  on  the  estate 

of  Mr.  George  White,  situate  in  county 
Leitrim,  and  which  estate  has  been  sold 
to  the  tenants  within  the  past  few  weeks, 
have  been  reinstated  in  the  holdings 
formerly  occupied  by  them,  or  have  the 
tenants  in  occupation  of  these  holdings 
been  permitted  to  sign  purchase  agree- 
ments. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  purchase  agree- 
ments in  the  case  of  this  estate  have  not 
yet  been  lodged  with  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, and  consequently  they  have 
no  information  as  to  how  the  evicted 
tenants  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  sale. 
Three  applications  for  reinstatement  have 
been  received,  and  these  have  been 
referred  to  an  inspector  for  inquiry. 

The  TTnion  Jack  on  Irish  National 
'  Schools. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
laeutenant  of  Ireland  what  decision  was 
come  to  by  the  Commissioners  of  Educa- 
tion in  IreJand  at  their  meeting  on  the 
24th  instant  regarding  the  flying  of  the 
Union  Jack  on  national  school  buildings 
where  a  general  desire  by  the  manager, 
parents,  and  pupils  to  do  so  is  expressed. 

Mr.  BIBBELL:  The  Commissioners 
determined  to  adhere  to  their  former 
decision,  namely,  that  they  could  not 
sanction  the  exhibition  of  Itags  of  any 
kind  in  or  upon  national  schools. 

Captain  CRAIG :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Government  make  a 
special  exception  in  the  case  of  the  Union 
Jaekl 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  think  on  a  subject 
of  this  sort  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
siotters  of  Education  in  Ireland  as  to  what 
is  likely  best  to  promote  loyalty  and 
peace  should  not  be  departed  from. 

O&van  Townlands 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 


the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  whether  the  holdings  of  six  tenants 
on  the  estate  of  Greorge  Stewart  Smith,  in 
the  townlandi  of  Lathnadronagh,  Ck>rla- 
turin,  and  Drumeagle,  county  Cavan,  who 
refused  to  purchase  on  the  landlord's 
terms,  have  yet  been  inspected ;  and,  if 
so,  when ;  lu^  the  report  of  the  inspector 
justified  their  refusal  to  purchase  on  the 
terms  ofTered ;  and  will  he  say  what 
recommendations  are  contained  in  the 
inspector's  report. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  received  their  inspector's 
report  on  this  estate,  including  a  report 
on  the  holding  for  which  purchase  agree- 
ments have  not  been  lodged,  and  they 
are  now  in  communication  with  the 
vendor  with  a  view  to  having  agreements 
for  the  sale  of  these  holdings  brought  in. 
The  Commissioners  do  not  publish  details 
of  their  inspectors'  reports  in  such  cases. 

Wexford  County  Oonncil  and  ths 
Veterinary  Surgeons  Act,  1881. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  aware  that  the  Wexford 
County  Council  passed  a  resolution  disap- 
proving of  the  Amendment  Bill  to  the 
Veterinary  Surgeons  Act  of  1881 ;  and 
whether,  in  view  nf  the  interference  of 
this  Bill  with  the  interest  of  stosk- 
holders,  the  Government  will  alter  it. 

Mr.  BIRRKLL  :  I  have  received  reso- 
lutions from  several  county  councils  in 
Ireland  protesting  azainst  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  veterinary  burgeons 
Acts.  I  understand  that  an  Amendment 
Bill  is  being  promoted  by  the  Royal 
College  of  VeteriDary  Surgeons.  It  has 
not  yet  been  introduced  and  the  question 
whether  it  will  take  the  form  of  a  Govern- 
ment measure  has  not  been  decided. 
The  question  of  the  Bill  in  its  relation  to 
Ireland  is  receiving  the  consideration  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Case  of  John  Bermingham. 
Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I^rd- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Count 
Blake,  of  Cloughballymore,  county  Gal- 
way,  has  sold  hk  estate  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  whether  John  Berminghara  was 
a  tenant  and  bailiff  to  Count  Blake ; 
whether  all  Coun|,|^fc§;aCt*qwtagii  the 
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same  estate  have  been  given  land  to 
enlan;e  their  holdings  except  John  Ber- 
miogluun ;  and  why  was  an  exception 
mam  in  the  case  of  John  Bermingham. 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  agreed  to  purchase  the  estate 
in  question,  and  have  rearranged  the 
hokungs  upon  it.  John  Bermingham 
has  surrendered  about  nine  and  a  half 
acres  and  received  in  exchange  about  ten 
and  a  half  acres.  The  C^missioners 
have  no  information  as  to  his  being  bailiff 
to  the  owner,  bat  the^  understand  that 
he  occupies  three  holdings  in  addition  to 
his  holding  on  this  estate. 

BaUinbnll  Cattle  Drire. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CKAIG :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieuteoanb  of  Ireland  whether  cattle  were 
driven  from  a  farm  in  the  townland  of 
Ballinbull,  near  Ballina,  on  the  19  th  or 
20th  instant;  and,  if  so,  whether  any 
tfresta  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  it. 

Mr.  BIRKELL  :  The  police  have  been 
informed  that  on  the  20th  instant,  the 
herd  of  a  grazing  farm  at  the  place 
named  found  that  a  gate  which  he  had 
left  unlocked  was  standing  open  and 
that  twenty-seven  cattle  were  missing. 
The  herd  states  that  he  called  the 
cattle,  according  to  his  custom,  to  feed 
them,  when  the  majority  at  once  ran  to 
him  from  an  adjoining  lane,  and  the 
remainder  he  found  on  uie  road  close  by. 
No  arrests  have  been  made. 

Ballaghadalla  Cattle  Drive- 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  the  night  of  the  19tih 
instant,  or  early  morning  of  the  20th 
instant,  the  cattle  of  Michael  Kelly  were 
driven  from  his  farm  at  Ballaghadalla, 
near  Ballina,  county  Mayo,  which  he  holds 
on  the  eleven  months  system,  and  that 
cattle  were  also  driven  on  the  same  night 
from  another  farm  on  the  same  townland ; 
whether  the  police  have  been  able  to 
discover  any  of  the  persons  who  took 
part  in  these  drives ;  and  what  steps  are 
being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
cattJe-driving  in  this  district,  which  has 
hitherto  been  free  from  it 


Mr.  BIRRELL  ;  The  police  have  been 
informed  that  on  the  20th  instant,  the 
gates  of  two  farms  in  the  townland 
mentioned  were  found  lifted  off  their 
hinges,  and  fifteen  head  of  cattle  were 
missing  from  one  farm,  and  nine  from 
the  other.  All  were  found  uninjured. 
The  police  have  been  unable  to  discover 
the  persons  who  removed  the  gates. 
There  are  numerous  grazing  forms  in 
this  district,  all  of  which  are  visited  by 
police  patrols  as  often  as  possible,  widh 
the  object  of  preventing  cattle  driving. 

The  Olenaheiry  Outrage. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secreury  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the  In- 
spector -  General,  when  asked  at  the 
Waterford  assizes  to  produce  the  original 
of  the  typed  document  of  the  11th 
September,  copies  of  which  were  furnished 
to  Lord  Ashtowu  and  the  rural  district 
council,  declined  to  produce  it,  but  was 
compelled  to  do  so  under  the  order  of 
the  presiding  Judge ;  whether  the  docu- 
ment when  produced  had  upon  its  face 
certain  erasures  and  interlineations  ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  state  when  and  by  whom 
these  erasures  were  made  and  in  whose 
handwriting  are  the  interlineations. 

Thk  ATTOBNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Chsrry,  Liverpool, 
Exchange) :  The  document  which  the 
Inspector-General  produced  at  Waterford 
assizes  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  the 
original  of  the  statement  of  11th  Septem- 
ber furnished  to  the  parties,  but  was 
District  Inspector  Preston's  original 
unsigned  draft  of  that  statement.  The 
Inspector-General  had  with  him  at  the 
time,  on  the  official  file,  the  signed  state- 
ment itself,  but  as,  through  inadvertence, 
it  had  been  marked  Copy,  he  considered 
that  he  could  not  properly  hand  it  in  aa 
being  the  original.  The  unsigned  dr^t 
which  was  produced  contains  some 
erasures  and  interlineations,  all  of  which 
were  made  bv  the  District  Inspector 
himself.  These  alterations  are  mostly 
verbal,  and  they  do  not  affect  the  sense 
of  the  statement  as  originally  drafted  by 
the  District  Inspecto**.  They  were  made 
by  him  on  the  date  of  the  statement 
before  the  fair  copies  were  made  for 
transmission  to  the  parties.  I  have  here 
both  the  draft  and  the  si^ed  statement 
taken  from  the  c,|§^,^jf,(5^[^ou. 
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Member  bUU  has  any  doubt  about  the 
nutter  I  shall  be  happy  to  produce  both 
docnmenta  for  his  inspection. 


not  think  I 
I  said  be  had 


Mr.  MOORE  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  had  not  abready  stated 
that  Diatriet  Inspector  Preston  had 
destroyed  his  onrigned  draft 

Mr.  CHERRY:   I  do 
made  any  such  statement, 
destroyed  some  papers. 

Mr.  MOORE:  Did  not  the  right 
hon.  C^tleman  say  the  paper  he  had 
destiwed  was  the  unsigned  draft  of  the 
11th  September. 

Hr.  cherry  ;  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  At  what  time 
viU  it  be  convenient  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  me  to  inspect  the  letter  1 

Mr.  CHERRY:  Now,  or  at  any  time 
during  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  To-day  at  ten 
min'itee  past  four  ? 

Mr.  CHERBY:  Certainly. 

Land  Sales  in  Oonn^  Longford. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Ijieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
give  a  Return  showing  the  <»der  of 
priority  in  which  applications  for  sales  of 
estates  to  tenants  in  county  Longford  now 
stand ;  how  many  applications  have  been 
altogether  received;  and  in  how  many 
cases  inspection  has  been  orderwl. 

Ur.  BIRRELIi  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  received  applications  for  the 
sale  of  eighty-seven  estates  in  county  Long 
ford,  and  inspections  have  been  made  in 
the  case  of  forty-four  of  these  estates.  The 
Estates  Commissioners  are  not  prepared 
to  give  a  Return  showing  the  or^r  of 
(Hriority  of  application  in  the  different 
cases.  If  it  were  given  in  the  case  of 
one  county  it  could  not  be  withheld  in 
others,  and  as  there  are  nearly  4,000 
estates  in  all,  the  preparation  of  Returns 
would  involve  an  immense  amount  of 
labour  for  which  there  would  be  no  com- 
mensorate  result 

Uaconchy  Estate.  Nortli  Longford. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
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tenant  of  Ireland  whether  die  resting 
orders  to  the  tenwt  purchasers  M  Uie 
Maconchy  estate  in  NorUi  Longford  have 
yet  been  issued. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Yea,  Sir,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  cases  in  which  advances 
have  not  yet  been  sanctioned. 

Cost  of  Teaching  Irish  in  National 
dtmools. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what 
was  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  on 
fees  for  the  teaching  of  Irish  in  national 
schools  set  aside  by  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  in  their  Intimate  for 
the  year  1907-8,  and  what  was  the 
amount  set  aside  under  the  same  head  in 
their  Estimate  for  1908-9. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  amounts  pro- 
vided by  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  for  the  payment  of  fees  for 
instruction  in  Irish  are  :  In  the  Estimates 
for  1907-8,  £5,000 ;  and  in  the  Estimates 
for  1908-9,  £14,400. 

Marlborough  Street  Training  OoUege. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Ireland  what  was  the 
total  number  of  King's  scholars  who 
were  trained  in  the  National  Board's 
Training  College,  Marlborough  Street, 
and  the  six  training  colleges  under 
private  management  m>m  1900  to  1906 
inclusive  ;  ana  what  was  the  total  number 
such  King's  scholars  who  obtained  certifi- 
cates of  competency  to  teach  Irish. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  me  that 
during  the  seven  years  1900  to  1906 
inclusive,  the  total  number  of  King's 
scholars  in  attendance  at  the  training 
colleges  was  4,432,  of  whom  3,794  com 
pleted  their  training  during  that  period. 
The  number  of  King's  scholars  who 
obtained  certificates  of  com^tency  to 
teach  Irish  during  the  period  sn  question 
was  321. 

Maintenance  of  Lunatics  in  Ireland- 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenAnt  of  Ireland  whether  in  view 
of  the  feeling  which  exists  in  Ire- 
land  that  many  of  -  the  ^inma^  -of 
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lunatic  aaylums  in  Ireland  are,  either 
out  of  their  own  property  or  that 
of  near  relatives,  able  to  pay  the  whole 
or  part  of  their  maintenance  and  are  not 
in  fact  pauper  lunatics  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  word,  he  will  grant  the 
Beturo  relating  to  Lunatic  Asymms  (Ire- 
land) standing  on  ttniay's  Paper  in  Uie 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Antrim. 

[The  Return  was  as  follows : — Lunatic 
Asylums  (Ireland),  Return  sbowiiig,  with 
reference  to  the  inmates  of  Dinatic 
Asylums  in  Ireland  which  are  supported 
out  of  public  funds,  (1)  the  names  and  age 
of  each  inmate ;  (2)  the  date  of  his  or  her 
admission ;  (3)  his  or  her  occupation'  or 
station  in  life  at  the  time  of  admission  ; 
(4)  what  property  the  inmate  or  his  or 
her  relatives  contribute  to  his  or  her 
support ;  (5^  whether  the  inmate  is  a 
proper  subject  for  a  pauper  asylum ; 
(6)  what  steps  have  been  taken  in  each 
case  to  ascertein  what  property  the  in- 
mate is  possessed  of ;  and  (7)  what  steps 
have  been  taken  in  each  case  to  recoup 
the  asylum  for  the  support  of  the  inmate.] 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  It  would  be  quite 
impracticable  to  give  the  Return  asked 
for.  There  are  some  20,000  pauper 
lunatics  in  public  asylums  in  Ireland,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  capitation 
grant  of  4s.  from  the  local  taxation 
account,  the  cost  of  maintenance  falls 
on  the  local  authorities.  The  duty  of  ob- 
taining payment  for  maintenance,  where 
posaibTe,  from  the  property  of  the  lunatic 
or  his  relatives  devolves  upon  the  lunatic 
asylum  committees,  and  I  am  informed 
that  as  a  r.iie  these  committees  are  ener- 
getic in  enforcing  payment  when  they 
can  legally  do  so.  The  inspectors  of 
lunatic  asylums  are  not  aware  of  any 
general  feeling  that  many  of  the  inmates 
of  lunatic  asylums  are  able  to  pay  for 
their  maintenance,  or  have  relatives  who 
can  do  so.  In  any  event  it  would  not 
be  practicable  to  set  out  in  the  form  of  a 
Return  the  steps  taken  by  the  com- 
mittees in  20,000  separate  cases  to 
ascertain  what  property  the  lunatic  may 
have. 

Belfiut  Health  Commission. 
Mr.  .t.  TEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  Beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 


state  when  the  Report  of  the  Belfast 
Health  Gommission  will  be  issued. 

Mb.  BIRRELL :  I  am  informed  that 
through  unforeseen  causes  the  Commis- 
sioners have  not  yet  been  able  to  complete 
their  Report.  They  expect,  however,  to 
do  so  in  the  course  of  the  present  week. 

Land  Dispute  in  OountT  Oavan. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  will  state 
whether  some  eight  tenants  on  the 
Crookenden  and  Casey  estate,  County 
Gavan,  were  visited  by  the  sheriff  on  the 
12th  March,  and  at  what  hour ;  had  the 
sheriff  an  escort,  and  what  was  its 
composition ;  what  did  the  sheriff  realise ; 
will  any  charge  fall  on  the  ratepayers  for 
this  expedition ;  and  will  he  represent  to 
the  Estates  Commisaioners  the  urgency 
of  having  this  sale  put  through  il  the 
tenants  are  not  to  be  made  paupers  on 
the  eve  of  the  sale  taking  place. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  In  the  eight  cases 
referred  to,  in  which  purchase  agreements 
have  been  lodged,  the  tenants  had  failed 
to  pay  the  interest  due  on  their  purchase 
money,  and  proceedings  were  therefore 
taken  by  the  Land  Commission  for  the 
recovery  of  the  interest.  On  12th  March, 
at  7  a.m.,  the  sheriff,  protected  by  a  force 
of  fifty  police,  visited  the  holdings  in 
order  to  execute  the  decrees,  but  failed 
to  make  any  seizure  because  the  tenants 
had  removed  their  cattle.  The  police 
belonged  to  the  county  force,  and  no 
charge,  therefore,  can  be  made  against 
the  local  authorities.  I  am  informed 
that  out  of  437  tenants  who  have  lodged 
purchase  agreements  only  sixteen,  includ- 
ing the  eight  in  question,  have  failed  to 
pay  the  interest  due  1st  May  last  The 
Estates  Commissioners  are  considering 
the  question  of  purchasing  the  estate 
themselves. 

Ireland  and  the  Hobhonse  BeptHrt 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster- General  how  much 
of  the  £750,000  of  the  increased  Postal 
Estimates  will  go  to  the  Irish  service ; 
will  the  wa'-ea  in  Dundalk  Post  Office 
under  the  new  postal  scheme  be  reduced 
Is.  a  week  for  new  entrants  and  its  post- 
men placed  in  Class  5,  the  same  as  nei^h- 
bouritig  villages  ^sted  8?>6e^t^teng 
are  much  cheaper  ;  do  postmen  m^ewvy 
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Tank  in  Clas*  4 ;  are  the  existing  postmen 
■n  Dundalk  seventeen  years  without  an  in- 
crease of  pay ;  and  upon  what  ground  are 
they  not  to  share  in  the  benefits  granted 
to  men  in  similar  positions. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  presume 
tiiat  my  hon.  friend,  in  giving  the 
figure  £750,000,  is  referring  to  the 
«06t  of  1908-9  of  the  Stanley  revision 
as  well  as  the  increases  due  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee.  The  figure 
B  substantiaJIy  correct,  but  the  total 
increase  in  the  Post  Office  Estimates  for 
1908-9  is  £947,000.  The  increase  can- 
not readily  be  allocated  between  the 
three  countries.  But  the  Irish  share 
WfHild  be  rather  more  than  the  normal 
proportion  of  Post  Office  expenditure, 
inasmuch  as  so  many  of  the  smaller  Irish 
towns  are  being  raised  as  regards  the 
postmen's  pay.  The  classification  of  both 
Newry  and  Dundalk  is  in  suspense. 
Their  final  classification  will,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee,  depend  partly 
on  the  volume  of  work  and  partly  on  the 
«08t  of  living. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  Has  not  Lurgan  been 
treated  in  the  same  way  as  Dundalk,  and 
if  Dundalk  is  raised  will  Lurgan  be  treated 
in  the  same  way  "i 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  do  not 
know  much  about  Larnui.  Both  places 
Are  in  suspense.  I  wiUoear  in  mind  what 
the  hon.  Memker  says. 

Fiscal  Question. 
Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  in 
view  of  the  desire  among  all  sections  of 
the  House  to  discuss  the  fiscal  question, 
and  the  necessity  for  full  and  authoritative 
iaformation  as  to  the  causes  and  extent 
«{ vnemployment,  be  will  see  his  way  to 
tllot  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CBEQUER  (Mr.  Asqcith,  Fife,  E.):  In 
view  of  the  great  pressure  of  business  and 
the  large  number  of  Bills  tbat  have  been 
iDbwlQced,  I  regret  that  it  is  impossible 
to  give  a  day.   At  the  same  time,  I  may 

C'  t  out  that  the  notice  of  Motion  which 
been  put  down  for  to-morrow  evening 
seems  to  afford  a  convenient  opportunity 
br  laisiDg  the  first  part  of  the  question. 


Mr.  GOULDING :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Motion  to 
which  he  refers  deals  chiefly  with  raising 
revenue,  and  does  not  raise  unemploy- 
ment 1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Are  they  not  related 
one  to  the  other  1 

Eastw  Vacation. 

Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  if  he  can  give  the  House  any 
information  regarding  the  date  and  dura^ 
tion  of  the  Easter  houdays. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  From  Wednesdav 
night,  15th  April,  till  Monday  27tA 

April. 

Fort  of  London  KIL 
Viscount  CASTLEBEAGH:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  will  state  on 
what  date  the  Port  of  London  Bill  will  be 
introduced. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  hope  on  Thursday. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH:  WiU 
the  whole  day  be  devoted  to  it  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  No.  It  will  be 
brought  in  under  the  Ten  Minutes-  rule. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  asked 
whether  it  was  fitting  that  so  importuit 
a  Bill,  involving  £25,000,000,  should  be 
introduced  under  this  rule. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  There  will  be  very 
ample  opportunity  to  consider  the  B*U 
and  discuss  it  on  Second  Reading. 

On-Licences. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS  (Sheffield^' 
Ecclesall) :  t  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  that 
there  are  in  existence  a  number  of  on- 
licences,  the  full  monopoly  value  of  which 
has  been  paid  by  their  owners  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  4  of  The  Licensing  Act, 
1904;  and  whether  it  is  intended  imder 
the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  that  these  licences  shall, 
after  fourteen  years,  be  subject  to  extinc- 
tion without  compensation  as  if  they  were 
licences  for  which  no  monopoly  value  had 
been  paid. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  in  existence  on-Uoences,  in.  fsspectsof 
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which  tiie  person!  to  which  the  persons  to 
whom  the  licence  was  granted  nave  paid 
**  monopoly  value,"  under  Section  4  of 
the  Xiicennng  Act  of  1904.  Under  that 
Act  the  holders  of  these  licences  are  not 
entitled  to  compensation  on  the  extinction 
of  their  licences ;  and  the  Bill  makes  no 
difference  in  this  respect. 

BIr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS:  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  make  some  provision 
in  Committee  to  deal  with  cases  of  this 
Mndl. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  Bill  does  not 
alter  law  in  any  way  in  regard  to 
diis. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  many  lar^e 
Bums  have  been  paid  in  such  cases — in 
one  as  much  as  £3,000 1 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  am  well  aware  of 
that. 

Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (WestmoreUnd, 
Appleby) :  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the 
longest  period  for  which  h'cenoea  are 
granted  under  this  Act  is  seven  years, 
and  does  not  that  dispose  of  thejilum  to 
a  vested  interest  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  asked  for  notice. 

Building  Societies  and  &teome-Tax. 

Mr.  levy  LEVER  (Harwich) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  arrangement  made  with 
building  societies  as  regards  exemption 
from  payment  of  income-tax  upon  bor- 
rowers' interest,  as  sanctioned  by  form 
No.  13,  Building  Societies  (Arrangement 
B)  Income-Tax,  may  be  extended  to 
registered  friendly  societies  upon  similar 
information  being  supplied  by  them  as 
now  given  by  building  societies. 


Mr.  ASQUITH:  Amngements  are 
made  for  exempting  as  for  as  possible' 
borrowers*  interest  paid  to  friendlj 
societies.  The  case  of  friendly  societies 
is  not  analogous  to  that  of  building^ 
societies,  which  enjoy  no  statutory  exemp- 
tion from  income-tax,  and  tbe  arrange- 
ment made  with  the  latter  class  of 
societies  would  not  therefore  be  applicablft 
to  the  former. 

EonaiDg  Bill 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire.  New- 
bury) asked  if,  in  view  of  the  few  hours 
available  on  Wednesday  for  the  debate 
on  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Bill* 
the  Oovemment  would  give  one  addi- 
tional day  for  the  discussion  ot  thia  very 
important  measure. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  If  the  debate  is  not 
c(mcladed  on  Wednesday  it  will  probably 
be  resumed  on  tiie  following  Monday 
week,  but  I  hope  tiiat  only  a  part  of  thd 
sitting  on  that  day  will  be  required  tCk 
6nish  it. 


new  member  sworn. 
William  John  MacGeagh  MacGaw, 
esquire,  for  the  county  of  Down  (West 
Down  Division). 


BUSINESS   OF  THE  HOUSE  {GOVERN- 
MENT OF  IRELAND). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put^'^ 
"That  the  Proceedings  on  the  Motion 

relating  to  the  Government  of  Ireland,  if 
under  discussion  at  Eleven  o'clock  thia 
night,  be  not  interrupted  under  the  Stand- 
inff  Order  (Sittings  of  tbe  House)." — 
(rA«  Chancellor  of  m  Exchequer.) 
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TEtXSBS  VOK  THR  AtBS — ISt. 
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Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down.  North) 
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Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
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Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
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Nicholson,  Wm.G.  (Peter86©ld) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker.Sir  Gilbwt  (Gravesend) 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike(Darlingtoa 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Fraocis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Remnant,  James  Farquharsoa 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
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Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
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Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Starkey.  John  R. 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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Winterton.  Earl 
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Wyudham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  George 

TniKiia  FOB  THi  Nose — Sir 
Alexander  Arland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valcntia. 


GOVERXMENT  OF  IRELAND. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford), 
in  movirg  '*Tbat  tKe  present  system  of 
government  in  Ireland  is  m  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  Irish  people,  and  gives 
them  no  voice  in  the  management  of 
theiT  own  affairs;  that  the  syBtem  is 
-corseiuently  inefficient  and  extravagant- 
ly costly ;  that  it  does  not  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  any  section  of  the  popula- 
tion; that  it  is  productive  of  universal 
discontent  and  unrest,  and  is  incapable  of 
satiafactorilv  promoting  the  material  ard 
intellectual  progress  of  the  perple:  that 
the  reform  of  Irish  government  is  a 
matter  vital  to  the  interests  of  Ireland, 
and  c  Iculated  greatly  to  promote  the 


well-being  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain; 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  th's  House,  the 
solution  of  tlua  prolhm  ran  only  be 
obtained  bygivirg  to  the  Iri.sh  people  the 
legislative  and  executive  control  of 
all  purely  Irish  affairs."  paid :  The 
recent  history  of  the  Home  Rule 
movement  and  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  question  of  Home  Rule  stands 
at  this  moment  render  in  my  opinion, 
the  Resolution  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  move  necessary  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  interest  of  everybody  con- 
cerned, from  the  point  of  view  of  England 
and  of  Ireland,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Liberal 

and  if  I  may  say  lo  or  the  Government. 
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The  Home  Rule  question  stands  at  this 
moment  in*  a  strange  and  anomalous 
poralion — a  position  which  cannot  in- 
definitely continue.  We  are  assembled 
here  in  a  House  of  Commons  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  which  is  made 
ap  of  men  who  have  always  professed 
their  beUef  that  the  only  solution  of  the 
Irish  problem  is  the  concession  of 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland — and  of  men,  let 
me  say,  most  of  whom  in  season  and 
ont  of  season  ha  ve  made  public  profession 
of  that  belief.  And  ve  have  in  office 
a  Government  of  whom  I  can  truthfully 
say  that  every  man  of  it  at  one  time  or 
another  has  given  public  pledges  to 
the  same  effect ;  and  yet  owing  to  the 
ciicomstances  which  surrounded  the  last 
election  and  the  period  immediately 
before  it  they  find  themselves,  they  say, 
debaned  from  giving  legislative  effect 
in  this  Parliament  to  those  convictions 
that  they  have  expressed.  I,  for  myself, 
deplored  the  circumstances  as  they  arose 
which  they  say  debarred  them,  and  I 
deplore  them  still,  but  I  must  perforce 
recognise  facts,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  fact 
that  certain  members — I  do  not  know  how 
many — of  the  present  Gbvemnimtt  and 
a  considerable  number  of  members  of 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  Liberal  Party,  did 
at  the  last  election,  quite  gratuitously 
as  it  seemed  to  me,  pledge  themsetves 
to  their  constituents  that  they  would  not 
introduce  Home  Rule  as  we  understand  it, 
V  attempt  to  give  legislative  efiect  to 
it  as  we  understand  it,  during  the  life 
of  this  Parliament.  I  may  perhaps  be 
allowed  to  recall  with  gratitude  that  the 
Prime  IGnister  made  no  such  declaration, 
and  at  this  moment  when  everybody, 
political  friend  and  foe  alike,  are  watching 
»ith  stiained  anxiety  by  his  bedside,  it  is 
a  sincere  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to 
sty  that  it  will  never  be  fo^otten 
hjr  Ireland  that  no  stress  of  cir- 
eamstances  induced  him  to  lower  the 
Home  Rule  flag,  or  to  declare  that -he 
vould  postpone  the  demand  of  Ireland. 
This  anomalous  and  illogical  position, 
umely,  of  a  great  and  powerful  Govern- 
EKot  commanding  a  great  and  powerful 
i&ajority  in  this  House,  all  pledged  to 
tbe  principle  of  Home  Rule,  but  yet 
ddiarred  by  their  declarations  at  the 
dection  from  introducing  legislation  to 
pre  effect  in  this  Parliament,  makes  it, 
in  BT  judgment,  necessary  in  everybody's 


interest,  as  I  have  said,  that  this  Resolu- 
tion should  be  moved,  in  order  that  we 
may  find  our  bearings,  in  order  to  enable 
this  Government  and  this  House  at 
leist  to  place  upon  record  the  convictions 
that  they  entertain,  and  if  I  may  say  so, 
to  free  the  hand  of  the  Liberal  Party 
and  the  members  of  the  Government 
at  the  next  election,  so  as  to  make  sure 
that  then,  at  any  rate,  the  question  of 
Home  Rule  will  not  be  excluded  from 
the  consideration  of  the  electors.  There 
is  another  consideration  why  in  my  judg- 
ment this  Resolution  is  necessary,  and 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
the  Irish  Council  Bill  last  year.  That 
was  not  a  Home  Rule  Bill.  It  was 
not  offered  to  us  as  a  Home  Rule  Bill — 
there  was  no  deception  attempted  on 
the  part  of  the  Government — still  it 
was  recommended  to  us  as  a  step  in  the 
direction  of  Home  Rule.  Our  attitude 
on  this  question  of  what  is  called  the 
policy  of  the  half-way  house  has  never 
been  in  any  doubt.  In  public  and  in 
private,  formally  and  informally,  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  and  everywhere 
where  we  have  spoken  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  we  have  declared  out 
conviction  that  nothing  could  settle  this 
question  except  the  creation  by  this 
Parliament  of  a  legislative  assembly 
in  Ireland,  with  executive  powers.  We 
have  declared  with  equal  emphasis  that 
in  our  judgment  it  would  pass  the 
art  of  man  to  devise  a  satisfactory  or 
logical  half-way  house  upon  this  question. 
But  whra  we  found,  as  we  did  find, 
that  the  Government  felt  themselves 
debarred  from  introducing  the  only 
possible  solution  in  our  minds,  we  then 
frankly  did  our  best  to  aid  the  Govern- 
ment in  drafting  a  Bill  that  would  have 
been  regarded  as  a  tolerable  Bill.  We 
put  our  views  as  to  the  constitution 
of  the  body  to  be  created  fully  before 
the  Government,  and  while  I  em  the 
first  to  admit  that  the  Chief  Secretary  did 
his  best  to  meet  these  views,  and  that  the 
Government  went  what,  no  doubt,  they 
regarded  as  a  considerable  distance  to 
meet  those  views,  at  the  same  time 
those  views  were  not  fully  met,  and  we 
felt  that  the  question  of  the  acceptance 
or  rejection  of  this  half-way  house 
must  be  cUscussed  and  decided,  not  by  us 
on  the  floor  of  this  House,  but  by  the 
Irish  people  in  Irelap)^.,  The_.qw.e^9e 
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was  diflcuBBed,  and  with^  praotical 
nnanimity  it  was  decided.  I  know 
there  is  a  difierence  of  opinion,  even 
amongst  the  best  friends  of  Ire- 
land, as  to  whether  that  action  of 
ours  was  wise  or  unwise.  I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  that  question  now. 
I  point  to  the  Council  Bill  of  last  year 
for  the  purpose  simply  of  fortifying 
myself  when  I  say  that  that  history 
ahovs  that  the  dealing  with  tJue  question 
of  Home  Rule  by  a  half-way  house 
measure  is  now  no  longer  possible,  and 
that  consideration  in  my  mind  makes 
it  necessary  for  me  and  my  colleagues  to 
put  this  Resolution  before  the  House 
claiming  a  full  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion. ^Hiat,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  intention 
and  meaning  of  my  Rraolution. 

I  notice  that  there  are  quite  a  number 
of  Amendments  upon  the  Paper.  There 
are  only  two,  however,  with  which 
I  tiiink  it  necessary  very  briefly  to  deal. 
The  first  is  the  Amendment  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  South  Kensington.  I  regard  his 
Amendment  as  raising  a  perfectly  straight 
and  uncompromising  issue.  I  therefore 
welcome  his  Amendment.  His  Amend- 
ment is  certainly  uncompromising,  for 
it  would  preclude  not  only  a  Home  Rule 
Bill,  but  it  would  equaDy  preclude  the 
Council  Bill  of  last  year.  Under  its 
terms  it  would  aerially  preclude  the 
possibility  of  even  private  Bill  legis- 
lation being  taken  from  this  House  and 
given  to  an  Irish  assembly.  But  the 
noble  Lord's  Amendment  indicates  no 
alternative  policy  to  Home  Rule,  and  in 
my  judgment  no  hon.  Member  can  vote 
for  that  Amendment  who  is  not  prepared 
to  say  that  the  present  system  of  gov- 
ernment in  Ireland — which  has  been 
denounced  by  almost  eveiy  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant who  has  gone  there  for  the  last 
thirty-five  years,  no  matter  from  what 
Party  he  came — is  satisfactory  and  suffi- 
cient. Again  I  say  that  I  welcome  the 
noble  Lord's  Amendment  because  it 
raises  a  perfectly  plain  issue— on  the 
one  side  trust  in  the  people  and,  on  the 
other,  the  old  Tory  policy  of  repression. 
The  other  Amendment  to  which  I  think 
it  necessuy  to  allude  for  a  moment 
stands  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Walthamstow,  It  is  the  last  Amend- 
ment of  the  stiing  that  stand  upon  the 
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Paper,  and  it  is  a  {noposal  denring 
to  add  at  the  end  of  myBraoltftion  words 

safeguarding  the  supremacy  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament.  I  regard  those  words 
as  unnecessary  and  superfluous,  and  in 
my  judgment  they  add  nothing  whatever 
to  the  meaning  of  my  Resolution.  We 
have  always  recognised  the  supremacy  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  we  have 
always  held  the  viev  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  alienate  that  supremacy' 
in  creating  a  statutory  legblation  for 
Ireland.  The  Bill  of  1886  was  based 
upon  the  maintenance  of  the  supremacy 
of  this  Parliament.  The  preamble— 
the  very  first  words — of  Mr.  Oladstone'a 
Bill  of  1893  were  these— 

"  Without  tmpairmg  or  reatrioting  the  auprem- 
aoy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  a  l^islatiirtt 
shall  be  created." 

We  have  never  made  any  disguise  about 
this  matter.  Allow  me  to  quote  two  or 
three  vozds  spoken  by  Mr.  Pamell  vitb 
reference  to  tiiis  Cjuestion  when  it  came 
up  in  1886.  On  7th  June  in  tiiat  year 
Mr.  Pamell  said — 

"  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Ooscben)  spoke  about  the 
sovereignty  of  Parliftment.  I  entirely  agree 
upon  tiiat  point.  We  have  always  known  the 
difference  between  a  co<4>rdinate  and  a  sub- 
ordinate Parliament,  and  we  have  always  re- 
cognised that  the  l^islature  which  the  Prime 
Minister  propoeec  to  constitute  is  a  subordinate 
Parliament.  You  leave  the  power  and  su^mm- 
scy  of  Parliament  untouched  and  unimpaired 
just  as  though  this  Bill  had  never  been  brought 
forward.  We  fully  recfwnise  this  tb  be  the 
effect  of  the  Bill,  and  I  now  repeat  what  I 
have  always  said,  that  the  Irish  people  have 
accepted  it  as  a  settlement." 

That  has  been  our  position  from  t^t  day 
to  this.  The  Irish  Parliamentary  Party 
from  the  day  of  that  declaration  down  to 
this  moment  has  never  abandoned  the 
position  then  taken  up,  and  I  say  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waltham- 
stow  that  in  my  judgment  his  words  are 
superfluous ;  but  if  he  or  any  other  friends 
of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland — and  I  rea^- 
nise  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
is  a  friend  of  Home  Rule — desires  to  add 
those  words,  although  we  think  them 
unnecessary  and  superfluous,  we  cer- 
tainly will  accept  them. 

Now,  let  me  turn  to  the  main 
argument  in  support  of  my  Resolu- 
tion. I  do  not  want  to  delay 
the  House  by.  tepeatjng*  once^again  the 
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old  old  arguments  which,  though  they 
still  hold  good  to-day,  have  been  repeated 
ao  often  in  this  House— repeated  by 
myself  so  often  in  this  Parliament — 
that  they  must  be  familiar  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers sitting  in  all  quarters  of  the  House. 
What  I  want  this  afternoon  is  to  show 
if  I  can  that  an  entirely  new  situation 
has  arisen  within  the  last  twenty  years 
since  this  question  was  last  discussed. 
I  will  not  therefore  go  in  detail  into  the 
proo&  of  the  failure  of  British  QoTem- 
ments  in  beland  since  the  Union.  I  will 
not  stop  to  dwell  on  the  meaning  of  the 
reduction  of  the  population  in  fifty  years 
by  one-halt,  I  will  not  stop  to  discuss  this 
afternoon  the  damning  proof  of  the 
failure  of  your  Government  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  on  the  admission  of  both 
sides  of  the  House  education  in  all  its 
branches  is  lamentably  neglected,  but  in 
passing  perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  say  on  that  subject  just  this:  what 
a  commentary  on  British  rule  in  Ireland 
it  is  that  to-morrow  we  are  going  to  discuss 
an  effort — I  hope  it  will  prove  a  success- 
ful effort — to  deal  with  University 
education  in  Ireland.  It  is  just  thirty- 
ffve  years  since  the  Prime  IGnister  of  this 
country  introduced  a  measure  to  settle 
that  question,  and  all  during  those  thii^- 
five  years  the  representatives  of  each 
Government  in  turn  on  coming  into  office 
have  admitted  the  justice  of  the  demand, 
admitted  the  grievance,  and  we  have  had 
to  wait  thirty-five  years  for  the  effort 
which  is  to  be  made  to-morrow  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  That  in 
itself  would  be  sufficient  to  condemn  the 
whole  system  of  government  in  Ireland. 
Nor  will  I  stop  to  dwell  on  the  taxa- 
tion of  Ireland-— doubled  per  head  of  the 
population  in  the  last  fifty  years.  I  will 
not  stop  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
the  extravagant  cost  of  Irish  govern- 
ment, because  the  powerful  statement 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Tyrone  last  Thursday 
sufficiently  covered  that  portion  of 
the  Home  Rule  case,  and  because  there 
was  something  in  the  debate  of  last 
Thursday  more  powerful  than  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend.  The 
extravagant  waste  and  the  excessive 
cost  was  admitted  by  speakers  in  every 
quarter  of  the  House,  and  yet  no  man 
could  be  found  to  suggest  any  other  solu- 
tion tiian  to  hand  over  these  matters  to 
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the  government  of  the  Irish  people  them- 
selves. Therefore  I  pass  from  these 
familiar  topics  of  ai^ument  simply  saying 
that  Ireland  to-day  is  worse  govomed, 
is  more  discontented  with  your  xnle, 
and  is  more  determined  never  to 
cease  her  demand  until  she  has 
received  Home  Rule,  than  at  any 
period  of  the  Home  Rule  controversy.  I 
say  that  an  entirely  new  situation  has 
arisen  with  reference  to  this  question 
since  1886  and  1893.  New  facts  have 
arisen,  new  circumstances  bave  appeared, 
and  the  whole  political  position  bss  really 
been  revolutionised.  First  of  all,  let  me 
point  out  that  almost  without  exception 
every  one  of  tho^e  great  arguments  which 
were  urged  agamst  Home  Rule  in  those 
days  and  which  had  so  much  weight  with 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  which  led 
to  the  defeat  of  the  Home  Rule  Bills,  has 
since  then  disappeared,  and  more  extra- 
ordinary still  they  have  been  disposed  of 
and  put  out  of  the  way  by  legislation  of 
the  Unionist  Party.  What  were  these 
great  arguments  ?  First  of  all,  there  was 
the  argument  that  Irishmen  were  unfit  to 
rule  themselves.    I  do  not  think  many 

Eeople  put  faith  in  that  so  crudely  as 
oi^  Salisbury  did  when  he  mentioned 
the  Irish raoe  in  connection  wit&  Hotten- 
tots as  among  those  races  unfitted  for  the 
exercise  of  self-government.  But  there 
is  no  question  that  probably  the  most 
powerful  of  all  the  arguments  against 
Home  Rule  in  its  effect  in  the 
country  twenty  years  ago  was  the 
ailment  pressed  upon  the  English 
people  that  Ireland  herself  would  run 
ike  terrible  risk  of  being  ruined  under 
Home  Rule  by  incomietence,  extrava- 
gance, and  jobbery.  What  has  become  of 
that  argument  ?  The  Local  Government 
Act  of  1898  was  passed  by  the  Unionist 
Government.  Let  me  remind  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  it  was  not  a  half 
measure.  The  present  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  I  think  it  was,  two  or  three 
years  earlier  did  introduce  a  half  measure 
on  this  question  of  local  government  and 
very  soon  withdrew  it.  The  measure  of 
1898  was  a  full  measure  based  on  the 
same  trust  in  the  people  that  underlies 
the  Local  Government  Act  which  is  at 
work  both  in  England  and  in  Scotland, 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  of  that  day,  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour — ^whose  absence  from  this 
House  I  confess  I  r?8^Jiey^Oe?^gte» 
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aU  thes?  Irish  questions  are  discussed, 
though  we  differed  very  often — made  one 
very  remarkable  statement  in  the  course 
of  debate  of  that  Bill ;  he  siid — 

"If  the  Irish  people  do  their  work  with 
buBineas  capacity  and  in  a  spirit  of  toleration, 
it  will  mitigate  one  of  the  arguments  which 
has  told  heavily  in  England  against  Home 
Bttle." 

Let  me  now  ask  the  question,  How  has 
it  worked  1  The  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion last  year,  upon  faulty  information 
supplied  to  him  by  a  deputation,  made  a 
declaration  in  a  speech  outside  the  House 
to  the  effect  that  the  county  councils 
were  not  working  well  in  Ireland,  that 
they  were  not  doing  their  business  with 
capacity,  and,  in  fact, 'that  they  were 
sacrificing  the  interests  of  those  whom 
they  represented.  I  am  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity,  face  to  face  with  the  right 
hon.  GentlemftUf  of  giving  him  the 
answer  to  that  statement.  The  answer 
is  very  simple.  The  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland,  which  supervises  all 
the  transactions  of  local  government 
in  the  country,  has  in  its  Report  year  by 
year  for  every  year  that  has  passed  since 
1898,  given  the  lie  to  that  statement. 
I  have  all  its  Reports  by  me  here ;  and 
they  show  year  by  year  that  the  pre- 
diction of  evil  by  those  who  did  not 
trust  the  Irish  people  has  been  falsified, 
and  that  the  business  of  the  counties 
has  been  transacted  honestly,  economi- 
cally, and  efficiently.  These  Reports  ap- 
peared year  after  year  while  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  Prime  Minister,  and  his 
Government  was  in  office  at  Dublin 
Castle,  and  yet,  without  reading  these 
Reports  of  his  own  Government,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  rashly  last  year 
committed  himself  to  the  statement  to 
a  deputation  that  the  county  councils 
of  Ireland  were  working  inefficiently  and 
corruptly,  and  some,  in  fact,  sacrificing 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers.  I  have 
his  words. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) : 
Did  I  say  that  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  known  me  long 
enough  in  this  House  to  be  aware  that  I 
am  not  likely  to  make  a  statement  of  that 
Mnd  without  being  able  to  verify  it. 

Mr,  JtAn  Sedmond. 


Here  is  the  quotation  from  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

"  If  the  information  yon  have  given  me  is 
correct,  and  it  is  confirmed  from  all  quarters 
with  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting, the  Looal  Govemmeut  Act  is  being 
used  in  every  county  in  Ireland  where  the 
Nationalist  Party  have  a  majority,  not  t» 
further  the  administrative  necessities  of  that 
country,  not  to  use  the  patronage  vested  in 
the  majority  for  the  purpose  of  appointing 
the  best  men  to  do  the  work  they  have  to  do ; 
it  is  used  merely  as  a  great  electoral  machine 
for  promoting  the  interests  of  a  political  party» 
even  though  the  essential  loeal  interests  of  the 
community  are  fatally  sacrificed  thereby.** 

Well,  now,  I  have  given  the  first  answer 
to  that  statement  consisting  of  the 
Reports  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland  year  after  year.   The  Report 
of  the  very  year  that  speech  was  made, 
the  Report  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
own  Board,  says  the  direct  opposite. 
Let  me  give  another  proof.   When  the 
Local  Grovemment  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion great  obstacles  were  placed  in  the 
way  of  its  successful  working.  The 
county  councils  were  obliged  to  pension 
all  officials  on  high  scales.    They  had 
to  face  a  new  rate  for  technical  instruc- 
tion under  the  Act  of  1899,  and  to  take 
up  iJieii  work  imder  sreat  difficulty 
caused  by  inexperience  and  the  tansled 
condition  of  local  administration.  Yet 
notwithstanding  all  that,  and  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  these  county 
councils  have  set  on  foot  and  carried  out 
great  works  in  the  shape  of  improvements 
of  roads  and  other  matters  of  that  kind, 
taking  Ireland  as  a  whole,  the  rates  have 
been  reduced  by  these  councils  to  the 
extent  of  3d.  in  the  £  all  over  Ireland. 
It  is  interesting  to  remember  in  this 
connection  that  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  England 
stated  in  answer  to  a  Question  the  other 
day  that  the  rural  rates  in  England  have 
been  raised  in  the  same  period  Is.  in 
the  £.   Where  the  Irish  people  have  got 
control  of  rates  and  expenditure,  there 
has  been  this  economy,  this  saving  of 
public  money,  but  in  that  portion  of  the- 
expenditure    in  Ireland  which  is  not 
under  the  control  of  the  people,  but; 
under  the  control  of  this  House,  there- 
has  during  the  same  period  of  eight 
years  been  an  increase  of  .£1,000,000. 
At  one  time  it  was  nearer  £2,000,000. 
I  respectfuUjf^  subji^tQ^^ggouse  iij 


123  Guvernment 

the  face  of  these  facts  tliat  the  old  argu- 
ment that  the  Irish  people  are  unfit  for 
the  steady  and  sober  management  of 
their  own  affairs  goes  by  the  iHiard,  , 

The  second  great  argument  was  that  if 
Ireland  got  Home  Rule  legislation  would 
be  passed  by  an  Irish  Parliament  to 
confiscate  the  property  of  the  Irish 
landlords.  Again  the  Unionist  Party 
have  themselves  removed  that  argument. 
We  were  t«ld  that  an  Irish  Parliament 
voold  endeavour  to  put  into  an  Act  of 
Pariiament  the  prindplea  of  Pamell 
and  the  Land  league.  What  were 
those  principles  1  Those  principles  were 
the  abolition  of  landlordif^m  and  the 
creation  of  a  peasant  proprietary.  Those 
principles  were  enshrined  in  the  Unionist 
Land  Act  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Dover.  Whatever  difficulties  may  have 
arisen  in  the  working  of  the  Act,  and 
however  Irish  landlrads  may  have  re- 
nived  too  high  a  price  for  their  farms,  the 
fact  remains  that  your  bogey  of  which 
you  made  so  much  use  twenty  years 
ago,  that  an  Irish  Parliament  would 
rob  Irish  landlords,  has  been  completely 
removed  by  the  action  of  the  Unionist 
Party  by  the  passage  of  the  lAnd  Act  of 
1903.  Let  me  take  another  of  tiiose 
bogeys — ^that  of  reli^ons  bigotry.  The 
English  people  were  told  that  if  the 
Irish  people  got  control  of  their  own 
a&irs  that  power  would  be  used  as  an 
engine  of  religious  bigotry.  I  have  heard 
in  this  House  complaints  made  of  the 
working  of  the  county  councils  as  proof 
that  that  is  likely  to  take  place.  I 
have  actually  heard  men  in  tlus  House 
declare,  as  a  reproach  against  Ireland, 
that  in  practically  entirely  Catholic 
I»rta  of  the  country  the  county  councils 
have  consisted,  in  the  majority,  of  Catho- 
hcs.  It  is  absurd  to  raise  an  argument 
of  that  kind.  Apply  that  argument  to 
Kigland,  where  the  proportions  are 
reversed.  What  would  be  said  if  I 
draounced  the  English  nation  as  a 
Kligiou.sly  i  ntolerant  nation,  because 
el  the  far>l  that  although  there  are 
»bont  2,000.000  of  Catholics  in  Great 
Britain,  yet  out  of  the  667  Members 
Ktumed  this  House,  there  are  only 
five  Cathorx  s,  and  if  I  went  on  to  con- 
ioond  them  by  saying  that  in  Ireland, 
vhete  the  Protestants  are  In  a  small 
Bunority,  out  of  103  Members  elected 
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twenty-seven  are  Protestants,  and  that 
quite  a  number  of  them  who  sit  ss 
Members  of  this  Party  are  elected 
to  this  House  by  almost  entirely  Catho- 
lic constituencies.  I  know  what  la- 
in the  mind — indeed  more  than  in  the- 
mind — of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition^ 
because  he  has  expressed  it.  He  takes 
the  view  that  religion  has  influenced 
county  councils  in  the  giving  of  paid 
offices,  and  I  state  that  that  is  untrue. 
I  have  here  the  figures  for  every  county 
in  Ireland,  and  they  prove  the  exact 
opposite.  They  prove  indeed  that  if 
there  is  intolerance  at  all  it  is  not  in  the 
Catholic  parts  of  the  country.  Allow 
me  to  give  two  or  three  instances  only. 
In  Galway  the  Protestants  are  only  6 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  population,  but 
they  hold  19  per  cent,  of  all  the  paid 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  county  councils. 
In  Cork  the  Protestants  are  10  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  population,  and  they  hold 
23  per  cent,  of  all  the  paid  offices  in  the 
gift  of  the  county  councils,  and  some  of 
the  most  highly  paid  ones.  In  Cavan  the 
Protestants  are  only  20  per  cent,  of  the 
population,  and  they  hold  47  per  cent, 
of  the  piid  offices.  In  West  Meath  the 
Protestanta  are  only  9  per  cent.,  and 
they  possess  33  per  oent.  of  all  the  paid 
offices.  If  I  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the 
picture,  I  find  that  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  Ireland  the  story  is  the  exact 
reverse.  In  Armagh  the  Catholics  are 
45  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population,  but 
they  have  only  6  per  cent,  of  the  paid 
offices.  In  Tyrone  the  Catholics  have 
actually  a  majority  of  the  population, 
but  the  oounty  council  for  some  reascm 
or  another  has  a  majority  of  Unionists 
and  Protestants.  The  Catholics  are  55 
per  cent,  of  the  population,  but  they 
only  hold  20  per  cent,  of  the  offices.  In 
Fermanagh  the  Catholics  are  38  per  cent, 
of  the  population,  and  they  only  hold  23 
per  cent,  of  the  paid  offices.  Surely 
these  figures  are  a  fair  argument  for  me 
to  use,  and  a  powerful  one.  Here  we 
have  been  held  up  for  twenty  years,  not 
only  as  a  people  incompetent,  but  as  a 
people  who,  if  they  got  powers,  would  be 
intolerant  and  oppressive  to  their  Pro- 
testant feUow-oountrymen.  The  Unionist 
Party  passed  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  1898,  and  put  powers  into  the  hands 
of  the  people,  and  there  is  the  result.  If 
I  wished  to  empl^^|^j|ig|y(^fel 
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might  perhaps  be  allowed  to  Bay  that 
even  quite  recently  an  eminent  Protestant 
divine,  Dr.  Meade,  the  present  Biahop 
of  Cloyne  ^nd  Boas,  speakii^  on  a  public 
oooasion  and  proposing  the  health  of  the 
Xord-Lieutenant,  used  these  words.  He 
assured  his  Excellency  that,  although  they 
might  difier  in  their  politics  and  views, 
and  had  perhaps  the  name  of  being  very 
strong  politicisns,  notwithstanding  all 
that  they  lived  together  in  peace  and 
goodwill,  and  were  all  lovers  of  their 
ooantry.  Let  me  read  the  statement 
made  by  the  Moderator  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  of  Fresbytenans.  The  Kev. 
Dr.  McKean,  speaking  last  June,  said — 

**  The  grsiing  eyatem  was  doing  more  injury 
not  only  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  to 
the  whole  of  the  Irish  people,  than  &a.y  other 
«ondition  of  things  he  had  seen.  His  objection 
to  the  ranches  was  that  they  were  kept  covered 
with  buUocka  and  men  could  not  be  Been  in 
bis  distriot.  He  hoped  this  land  woidd  be 
cultivated,  but  declared  that  what  Presbyterians 
bad  to  do  was  to  keep  the  manhood  of  the 
country  in  Ireland.  Dealing  with  the  attitude 
of  the  southern  Catholics  towards  Presbyterians 
he  said  that  all  ministers  in  the  south  with  one 
or  two  exceptions  were  unanimous  in  speaking 
highly  of  the  toleration  and  goodwill  shown 
towards  Uiem  by  those  who  differed  from  them 
in  faith." 

I  claim,  therefore,  that  that  ai^ument, 
drawn  from  alleged  religious  bigotry,  has 
been  utterly  destroyed  by  the  experience 
of  the  last  twenty  years.  Another 
argument  which  was  used  was  the  alleged 
absolute  irreconcilability  of  the  land- 
lords, gentry,  and  professional  classes — 
indeed,  it  might  be  held  the  whole  of 
Ulster — on  this  question.  The  last  twenty 
years  have  seen  an  extraordinary  change 
going  on  in  Ireland,  and  not  the  least 
remarkable  change  has  been  the  change 
that  has  been  going  on  in  Ulster.  Every 
man  who  reads  the  newspapers  is  aware 
of  the  fact  that  there  has  arisen  in  Ulster 
a  new  democratic  body — the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Belfast  will  know  what  I  mean 
— a  new  democratic  force  which,  if  it 
does  not  come  directly  and  fully  to  Home 
Rule,  has  at  any  rate  broken  loose  from 
the  old  official  bearings,  the  old  official 
moorings,  and  is  every  day  gaining  power 
and  every  day  drifting  into  the  direction 
of  self-government  by  the  Irish  people. 
That  force  returned  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  to  this  House ;  and  that 
force,  taking  another  form,  returned  the 
lion.   Member  for  South   Belfast.  A 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


change  has  even  come  over  the  old 
Orange  Society  which,  twenty  years  ago, 
was  united  against  us.  In  the  Ora^e 
Sodety  there  are  now  two  aections — one 
of  them  declaring  its^  in  favour  of  the 
extension  of  self-government  to  the  Irish 
people.  Many  people  must  have  read  a 
remarkable  letter  written  to  the  papers 
the  other  day  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Independent  Oirder  of  Orangemen,  Mr 
Lindsay  Crawford,  in  which  he  aaid  — 

"  The  time  bad  come  for  plain  spealdiig 
on  the  part  of  all  Ulster  men  who  were  in- 
terested in  the  settlement  of  the  Irish  questions, 
on  lines  that  would  devolve  upon  Irishmen 
within  the  bounds  of  Imperial  unity  tbe  ele- 
m^tary  right  of  Helf-govemmont  in  Irish 
aflfairs." 

That  change  with  regard  to  Home  Rule 
is  going  on  in  Ireland  amongst  all  sections 
of  the  people ;  and  I  venture  to  hold 
that  if  you  could  take  a  ballot  to-morrow 
of  the  business  men  in  Ireland — who 
are  really  now  beginning  to  understand 
that  there  never  will  be  a  real  trade 
and  industrial  revival  except  under 
self-government  in  Ireland — if  you  were 
to  take  a  ballot  to-morrow  you  would 
find  almost,  if  not  quite,  that  the  majority 
of  them  are  in  favour  of  Home  Rule. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  professional 
classes ;  and  the  same  is  true  of  the 
official  classes.  I  wish  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  throw  all  official  reticenc  e 
on  one  side  and  tell  us  candidly  what 
is  the  official  opinion  in  Ireland.  I 
have  a  shrewd  suspicion  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  officials  would 
far  sooner  see  Home  Rule  set  up  on  a 
sound  basis  in  Ireland  than  be  subject  to 
the  uncertainties,  difficulties,  and  miseries 
of  the  present  system  of  government 
in  that  country.  If  you  take  the  land- 
lords :  everybody  knows  the  change 
that  has  come  over  many  of  them  on 
this  question.  I  know  that  until  the 
land  question  is  completely  settled, 
and  so  long  as  we  are  in  conflict  with 
a  large  number  of  landlords  on  the 
question  of  price,  compulsion,  and  so 
forth — until  these  questions  are  set 
at  rest — and  God  grant  that  they  soon 
will  be  very  rapidly  set  at  rest — you 
cannot  expect  that  landlords  as  a  class 
will  declare  in  favour  of  Home  Rule. 
But  it  is  not  remarkable  that  so  many 
of  them  have.  Take,  for^  instance,  the 
hon.  Member  fogi^^^q^^gtsj^gtelow. 
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who  Tea  elected  the  other  day,  without 
oppontion,  in  an  ahnost  entirely  Catholic 
conatitaeiicy :  he  himself  is  not  only 
a  Protestant,  not  only  a  landlord,  but 
the  son  of  the  ablest  leader  of  the  Irish 
landlords,  who  sat  in  this  House,  an  d 
who  will  be  remembered  by  many  hon. 
1     H«mbers  present — Mr.  Arthur  MacMur- 
{     tagh  Kavanagh.   And  finally   let  we 
I     uk  what  has  become  of  the  remaining 
I     great    argument    of    t^e  Unionist 
apinat  Home  Rule,  viz.,    that  they 
I     lud  an  alternative  policy  of  their  own. 
I     Tea.   Their  alternative  policy  was  twenty 
years  of  resolute   Grovemment.  They 
:     have  tried  that  policy  out.    They  have 
j     had  their  twenty  years.    They  tried 
it  oat  under  circumstances  most  ad- 
Taotageous   to   themselves,  with  the 
,    ablest  En^ishmen  they  could  find  ad- 
otiaistering  in  Ireland,  with  an  over- 
whelming   majority    in    this  House. 
I     They  have    trie^    their  pr  licy,  and 
I    what  is    the   result  ?     Why  during 
the  whole  twenty  years  Ireland  was  never 
governed  by  the  constitution  of  this 
country.   She   was   governed   all  the 
^    time  by  exceptional  and  coercive  laws. 
The  twenty  years  resulted  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  population  by  about  1,000,000, 
in  the  increase  of  texation   by  over 
£2,000,000,  and  so  far  from  settling  the 
'    Irish  national    question,    Ireland  ad- 
mittedly— and  we  will  hear  it  in  the 
debate  used  with  wonderful  effrontery 
gainst  us — is,  if  anything,  more  disloyal 
I        tiie  present  system  of  government 
J    than  she   was   before.     No;  every 
Kmedy  has  been  tried,  but  they  have 
never  weaned    Ireland,    nor  coerced 
hel&nd,    from  the  national  movement. 
Politics    are    very   uncertain   in  this 
country.    No  one  can  foretell  the  result 
of  a  general  election.   Any  day  there 
may  be  a  landslide  and  one  party  may 
take  the  place  of  the  other.   The  only 
thmg  sure  about  the  politics  of  the  three 
^^ngdoms  is  that  at  least  eighty-five  or 
^ty-B\x  Irish  representatives  will  be 
ntotned,  time  and  time  again,  to  this 
Hotne,  to  declare  as  we  are  declaring 
one   voice  this  afternoon,  that 
Mfting  can  settle  the  Irish  question 
enept  a  full  measure  of  Home  Rule. 
Ton  were  to  convert  her  from  Home  Rule 
1*.'' twenty  years  of  resolute  government 
Bot  you  have  not  converted  Ireland  from 
Home  Rule;  but  you  have,  on  the  contrary, 
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converted  to  Home  Rule  almost  every 
man  you  ever  sent  there.  It  is  interesting 
to  look  at  the  list  of  Viceroys  from  the 
days  of  IjOrd  Kimberley,  who,  as  the 
opponent  of  a  self-governing  Ireland, 
ruled  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Fenian 
outbreak;  Lord  Spencer,  who  went  as  a 
Unionist  to  Ireland,  and  ruled  Ireland 
during  the  worst  days  of  1880  and  1881, 
down  all  through  the  list :  Lord  Carnar- 
von, Lord  Aberdeen,  to  Lord  Crewe, 
and  last  but  not  least.  Lord  Dudley. 
What  has  been  their  experience  ?  I  do 
not  say  they  were  all  absolutely  converted 
to  my  conception  of  Home  Rule,  but 
they  have  every  one  of  them  declared 
their  distrust  and  their  distaste  of  the 
present  system  of  government  in  Ireland. 
Then  take  your  Under-Secretaries  and 
other  high  officials  in  Irehmd — Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,  Sir  West  Ridgway,  Sir  Red- 
vers  Buller.  Why,  it  is  the  same  story 
right  through.  Tlie  men  sent  to  convert 
us  from  Home  Rule  we  have  converted 
into  enemies,  at  least  I  may  say,  of  the 
present  position  and  system  of  rule  in 
that  country.  I  do  not  want  to  detain 
the  House  much  longer,  but  I  would  like 
to  read  to  the  House  the  simple  declara- 
tion of  Sir  West  Ridgway — 

"  I  went  to  Ireland  with  aa  open  mind,  free 
from  bias,  and  there  were  booq  impressed  upon 
it  certain  fftotfl.  I  quickly  realised  that  the 
system  was  deficient  and  cumbersome,  aC'd 
that  the  gtilf  which  yawned  between  the  people 
and  the  Qovemmcnt  could  only  be  bridjted  by 
associating  the  people  with  the  govprnment  of 
their  own  affairs." 

And  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  prepared 
a  Memorandum  in  1889,  and  submitted 
it  to  the  Government,  in  which  he  ad- 
vocated the  concession  of  a  liberal 
measure  of  self-government,  the  de- 
centralisation of  finance,  and  the  re- 
organisation of  Dublin  Castle.  Then 
he  recommended — 

"  Kspecially  the  abolition  of  that  ohaotio 
anachroQisro  admtciatered  by  semi-indepondent 
boards  whereby  three  men  do  the  work  of  one." 

I  commend  to  the  House  his  accurate 
description  of  the  noble  Lord's  Amend- 
ment.  He  said — 

"  The  policy  of  the  extreme  Unionist  is 
purely  negative.  That  policy  is  to  stoud  still 
and  do  nothing.  Ireland  is  to  rest  and  be 
thankful  while  the  rest  of  Europe  prt^resscs 
and  develops.  Ireland  is  to  be  stationary — to 
remain  stagnant — and  if  in  the  coiuse  of  nature 
unhealthy  ferment  follows  it  is  to-be  corrected 
by  antiseptio  ooercion."uigiuzed  by  VjjOO^IC 
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That  is  a  fair  definition,  I  respectfully 
submit,  of  the  meaning  of  tiis  Amend- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  argument  against 
HomeJ  Rule  remains  ?  Honestly  I 
know  of  only  one,  and  that  is  an 
argument  which,  put  nakedly,  would 
revolt  the  feelings  of  every  man  in  this 
House — I  mean  the  argument  of  fear — 
fear  of  the  injury  that  Ireland,  with  her 
4,000,000,  might  be  able  to  do  to  this 
nation  of  over  40,000,000  if  the  Irish 
people  had  placed  in  their  hands  some 
measure  of  self-government.  Sir,  that 
argument  is  tmworthy  a  great  nation. 
It  is  said  that  Ireland  is  disloyal.  So 
was  Canada  in  1837.  Do  you  recollect 
the  fact  that  on  the  accession  of  Queen 
Victoria  to  the  throne  the  Government 
in  this  coimtry  directed  that  the  Te  Deum 
should  be  sung  in  the  chiurches  in  the 
Colony  of  Canada  in  honour  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  that  the  Canadians  rose  en 
maase  and  left  the  churches,  and  they 
were  actually  fighting  against  this  country 
with  arms  in  their  hands  at  the  moment 
of  the  accession  of  the  Queen  ?  It  is  stud, 
"Ireland  is  disloyal";  so  was  General 
Botha  until  you  conceded  to  him  the 
right  of  self-government.  It  is  said, 
"Ireland  is  d^loyal";  so  was  Canada, 
so  was  Australia,  and  so  was  the  Trans- 
vaal when  you  attempted  to  take  away 
their  rights  of  self-government  from 
them.  I  was  talking  a  few  months  ago 
in  this  House  to  a  very  distinguished 
Unionist  Member  of  it,  and  I  put  this 
argument  candidly  to  him:  I  pointed 
out  the  similarity  of  the  two  races,  the 
two  creeds,  the  diloyalty  and  the  turmoil 
that  faced  Lord  Durham  when  he  went 
out  to  Canada.  I  also  pointed  out  the  result 
of  self-government,  and  I  asked  this 
distinguished  gentleman :  "  What  is 
your  answer?"  He  said  that  there 
was  only  one  answer,  and  that  was  to  be 
found  in  the  proximity  of  Ireland  to 
Great  Britain.  He  said  to  me  ;  '*  What 
would  happen  if  after  Home  Rule  a 
foreign  foe  succeeded  in  landing  in  Ire- 
land, and  was  received  by  a  friendly 
population  ? "  I  asked  him  what  re- 
ception he  thought  a  foreign  foe  would 
get  if  he  succeeded  in  landing  now.  And 
I  asked  him  further  how  wotdd  it  be  more 
easy  for  a  foreign  foe  to  land  on  the 
shores  of  Ireland  after  Home  Rule,  after 
the  people  had  been  trusted. 

Mr.  John  Eeimond. 


forth  ?  He  could  not  answer,  becauae  he 
had  to  admit  that  the  Navy  would  still 
be  in  existence,  and  still  be  imder  vonr 
control  and  not  oun.  Ton  would  nave 
your  forces  to  prevent  the  invasion  of 
Ireland  then  just  as  yon  have  them  now, 
but  you  would  have  this  stronger  force 
than  any  military  or  naval  armaments. 
You  would  have  the  contentment  which 
would  spring  from  the  breasts  of  a  people 
whose  rights  of  self-government  had  been 
conceded.  But,  after  all,  are  not  these 
very  unworthy  arguments  and  conndera- 
tions  for  a  great  nation  ?  Last  year  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
made  a  speech  with  reference  to  the 
cession  of  autonomy  to  the  Transvaal 
which  stuck  in  my  memory,  and  which  I 
have  ref  OTred  to  on  more  than  one  occasion 
outside  thu  House.   He  aaid — 

"  The  history  of  oiir  relationa  vith  oar 
self-goveming  (>>loiileB  has  been  a  great  chapter 
in  the  history  of  ireedom.  Thp  first  part  of  that 
chapter  began  when  freedom  and  utrion  were 
thought  to  Ih>  incompatible — to  be  in  rivalry 
with  each  other.  Freedom  won  the  day.  Now 
we  knew  that  freedom  and  nnion  weie  not  only 
compatible,  but  that  thev  weie  inseparable. 
Freedom  gave  to  the  self-governing  ColtHiieg 
power  to  develop  their  coimtoies,  and,  wliat  was 
more,  improved  the  special  excellenQies  of  Hbrnt 
race  and  character  in  the  environment  of  tiie 
country  in  vhioh  they  lived.  That  was  r:  great 
gift — the  power  to  develor)~-which  freedom 
gave.  Bat  it  had  another  gift,  namely,  tiiat  of 
healing.  In  the  history  of  one  of  our  great  colonies 
we  had  already  seen  how  it  could  heal  wounds 
and  Htrife,  and  bring  racei  together,  and  we 
were  confidenfe  in  our  latest  ulf>govermng 
Colony  that  the  healing  gift  of  fieedom  would 
be  e:iually  potent." 

Yes,  those  are  two  of  the  great 
gifts  of  freedom,  the  power  to  de- 
velop and  the  power  to  heal.  These 
are  the  gifts  that  we  are  asking  for 
Ireland,  the  power  to  develop  for  our- 
selves, in  our  own  way,  our  own  qualities. 
The  power  to  develop  for  ourselves 
the  resources  of  onr  own  country ;  the 
power  to  strilra  off  the  minds  of  the  youths 
of  Ireland  the  chains  that  are  there 
to-day,  to  free  their  hands  and  to  enable 
them  to  develop  their  own  characters 
and  the  resources  of  their  own  country. 
Whenever  Ireland  had  that  power,  Ireland 
prospered ;  when  she  lost  that  power, 
Ireland  declined.  During  the  histicnj  of 
Grattan's  Parliament,  bish  indnstries, 
which  had  been  delibeiately  and  ittfch- 
lessly  destroyed  by  the  action  ^iMto 
English  Parlia^^9t,  h^OegimrijM^k 
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and  then  to  flooiiah,  but  from  the  moment 
thatthe  Union  was  carried  that  develop- 
ment was  arrested,  Bta^;naticm  and  decay 
came  down  lil»  a  poisonous  mist  over 
the  land,  and  to-day  Ireland,  which  is 
by  nature  a  rich  and  fertile  island,  lags 
miserably  behind  in  the  hindmost  rank 
of  the  progress  of  the  world.  We  ask 
&om  you  power  to  develop,  we  ask  also 
the  power  to  heal.  There  are  many 
wounds  to  be  healed  in  Ireland,  and  it 
may  be  said  that  although  the  wounds 
inflated  bytlus  country  in  tbepast  have 
been  many  and  grievous,  yet  prob- 
ably the  deadliest  wounds  have 
been  those  inflicted  by  race  or  class 
hatred,  and  the  religious  dissensions 
of  Ireland's  own  sons  themselves. 
My  answer  to  that  is  that  every  class 
hatred  in  Ireland,  every  discord,  every 
feud  has  its  origin  in  the  past  history 
of  the  government  of  Ireland  by  England. 
Qive  us  the  power  to  heal  those  feuds. 
Ireland  herself  alone  can  do  it.  So  long 
as  English  ascendancy  is  associated  with 
one  creed  in  Ireland,  with,  one  class,  and 
with  one  party,  so  long  will  ^e  healing 
of  these  wounds  be  absolutely  impossible. 
It  was  the  same  in  Canada.  But,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  enlightened  statesman- 
ship of  Lord  Duriuuoa  and  the  statesmen 
of  tiiat  day,  the  blessed  influence  of 
freedom  came  >long  and  tmited  warring 
races  and  creeds.  So  will  it  be  in  Ireland, 
and  all  we  ask  from  you,  all  I  ask  in  this 
Besolution,  is  this :  That  what  you  have 
done  for  Frenchmen  in  Quebec,  what  you 
have  done  for  Dutchmen  in  the  Transvaal, 
you  rihonld  now  do  for  Irishmen  in  Ire* 
land.  In  other  words,  you  should  trust 
the  people,  and  the  moment  you  do  it, 
I  believe  in  my  heart  and  conscience, 
there  and  then,  once  and  for  all,  you  will 
have  ended  tiie  blackest  chapter  in  the 
history  of  youz  country.   I  b^  to  move. 

Hb.  RAINT  (Kilmarnock  Burghs)  said 
he  rose  to  second  the  Motion  so  admirably 
and  eloquently  moved  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford.  Although 
he  could  have  wished  that  someone  more 
capable  had  been  entrusted  with  the 
duty,  he  felt  he  had  some  justification  for 
so  doing.  Ever  since  Pamell  was  put 
into  Kibnainham  he  had  been  a  convinced 
||HMj|^p|«r,  and  attachii^  liie  great 
^^^^fi^^hngt  he  did  to  this  question, 
^^^^^^^£j||M|fl  aat  be  associated 
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with  one  form  of  religious  belief,  and  he 
was  glad  to  be  able  to  stand  up  and 
support  it  as  a  Protestant  and  Ftesby- 
terian.     It  was  not   only  an  Irish, 
but  an  Imperial  question  also,  and  aa 
such  support  should  be  given  to  it  fay 
those  on  that  side  of  the  House,  who 
believed  in  the  proposed  solution,  plainly 
and  emphatically.    It  was  very  difficult 
to  follow  the  ^oquent  and  exhaustive 
speech  to  which  they  had  just  listened, 
but  during  the  brief  interval  he  proposed 
to  detain  the  House  he  desired  to  trace 
some  points  of  the  history  of  the  time  of 
King  William  III.  in  order  that  the  House 
should  have  in  mind  some  idea  of  things 
which  were  not  always  alluded  to  when 
this  subject  was  discussed.   After  the 
Battle  of  the  Boyne,  when  the  Treaty 
of  Limerick  was  broken  by  this  country, 
the  Irish  Parliament  was  a  Protestant 
body,  yet,  in  spite  of  the  exclusion  of 
the  Catholics  from  that  body,  the  people 
of  Ireland  always  tried  to  help  those  in 
Parliament  who  endeavoured  to  work 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics. 
The  whole  efforts  of  Orattan  and  Flood 
became  popular  in  Ireland,  because  the 
Protestant  Parliament  then  stood  for 
the  nation  as  a  whole,  and  endeavoured 
to  obtain  for  those  outside  that  which 
was  granted  to  one  creed.   It  was  re- 
markable to  note  that  as  years  went  on, 
owing  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Catholics 
from  the   Parliament,    ahnost  every 
group  of  persona  who  endeavoured  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  Ireland  were 
Protestants.   Emmett  was  a  Protestant, 
Wolfe  Tone  was  a  Protestant,  Lord 
Edward  Fit^erald  was  a  Protestant.  It 
was,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importanco 
that  the  House  should  realise  that  it  was 
not  a  question  between  one  creed  and 
another,  as  to  what  would  satisfy  the 
national  aspirations  on  the  other  side  of 
the    Channel.    It   had  unfortunately 
been  the  fact  that  everything  that  had 
been  granted  to  Ireland  had  been  spoilt 
in  the  giving.    At  the  time  of  the  Union 
it  was  understood  that  there  should  be 
Catholic  emancipation,  but  that  hope 
was  disappointed.    Let  the  House  take 
O'Conneirs  emancipation  campaign.  It 
was  only  through  Irishmen  going  so  far  as 
to  threaten  civil  war,  which  the  Ministers 
were  not  prepared  to  face,  that  that 
concision  was  obtained,  and  it  was 
owing  to  his  oany?|^|^^,|(Q^giiel  of 
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tho  Union  that  the  whole  of  the  conse- 
quential legislation  carried  out  by  the 
British  Parliament  resulted.  It  was  a 
curioos  fact  that  nothing  had  ever  been 
given  to  Ireland  at  any  moment  because 
she  was  peaceful  and  entitled  to  it.  What 
had  been  given  had  been  given  because 
there  was  unrest  and  disturbance.  Even 
during  the  time  of  the  late  Government, 
a  time  when  they  were  told  there  was 
to  be  resolute  government  in  Ireland, 
the  resolute  government  was  accom- 
plished by  sops.  It  was  not  resolute 
government  at  all.  It  was  shooting 
with  rifles  filled  with  breadcrumbs,  and 
resulted  in  a  shower  of  gold  on  the 
other  side.  If  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  consistent  and 
believed  in  their  principles,  if  there  was 
treachery  and  conspiracy  going  on  to 
to  upset  the  Empire,  why  had  Irishmen 
a  vote  ?  Why  w^ere  they  allowed  to 
send  Members  to  Parliament,  and  why 
did  the  House  regard  with  equanimity 
the  fact  that  unless  there  was  an  extra- 
ordinary majority  on  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  the  destinies  of  the  Empire 
rested  neither  with  the  Government  nor 
with  the  hon.  and  right  hon.  (Jentlemen 
opposite,  but  with  the  Irish  Members  ?  As 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  nothing  was  done, 
save  under  compulsion,  he  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
himself  stated  in  the  House  that  his 
land  legislation  for  Ireland  would  never 
have  been  taken  in  hand  but  for  the 
disturbance  in  Ireland.  He  also  believed 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  would 
never  have  gone  in  for  the  Land  Purchase 
Act  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Plan  of 
Campaign.  It  wason  record  in  the  "Life 
of  Gladstone,"  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  the 
April,  May,  June,  and  July  of  that  year 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  driven 
step  by  step  finally  to  adopt  a  position 
which,  in  a  speech  in  that  year,  he  said 
was  immoral,  was  robbery,  and  one 
which  he  would  not  tolerate  for  a  moment, 
because  it  broke  down  contracts.  Objec- 
tions had  been  touched  upon  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  but  he  would 
never  forget  the  speeches  that  were 
made  in  Edinburgh  at  the  time  of 
the  first  Home  Rule  Bill  by  the  late 
Lord  Goschen  and  the  late  Duke  of 
Devonshire.  In  addressing  the  electors 
of  Scotland  ia  ccmnectioa   vrith  the 
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Irish  managing  their  own  aS&irs  Lord 
Goschen,  then  Mr.  Groschen,  said — 

"  What  is  an  Irish  affair  ?  What  are  the  . 
powers  of  the  Irish  Government  under  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  1  Une  power  nas 
been  given  to  them — to  realise  it  to  the  fall — 
they  may  change  the  whole  of  thcnr  criminal 
law.  They  may  take  it  and  pull  it  to  pieces, 
not  only  for  three-quarters  of  Ireland,  but  for 
Ulster  if  they  choose.  I  am  not  going  to  uy 
they  will  do  bo,  but  you  give  the  Irish 
Legislature  powers  to  suspend  Habeas  Corpus — 
to  abolish  it — to  abolish  the  law  of  capital 
punishment,  to  reduce  murder  to  manslaughter, 
to  change  the  nature  of  eve^  crime.  That  ia 
one  of  the  powers  given  to  thu  new  Pariiamcnt. 
Well,  what  would  be  the  petition  aa  between 
the  two  oonntries  ?  lii  what  positicm,  for 
example,  are  those  who  may  come  to  plot 
agaiu^t  this  country — in  what  position  would 
they  be  if  they  wore  in  Dublin,  with  an  Irish 
Executive  and  an  Irish  Legislature  T  They  may 
change  the  laws  of  crime.  I  do  not  say  Uiey 
are  to  change  the  laws,  bat  ws  are  bound  to 
know  what  we  are  dtring  when  we  say  the  £rish 
manige  their  own  affairs.  I  have  sptAen  (rf 
criminal  law.  Let  me  say  a  word  about  the 
laws  referring  to  property.  Here  is  a  questirai 
I  should  submit  to  the  supporters  of  the  Govom- 
ment.  Would  the  reduction  of  interest  cm 
English  and  Scottish  moner  invested  in  Irelanl 
be  an  Irish  affair  or  an  English  and  Scottish 
affair  ?  " 

He  rejoiced  that  we  had  moved  a  long 
way  beyond  speeches  of  that  sort.  It 
was  in  the  knowledge  of  the  House  that 
matters  in  Ireland  had  greatly  improved 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  There  was 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  tho  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  Channel  to  come  together. 
As  to  how  far  that  desire  had  gone  the 
people  on  this  side  were  not  so  well 
informed  as  those  who  lived  on  the 
other.  But  he  believed  there  was 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  draw  together  for  the 
national  good.  It  would  be  a  deplor- 
able thing  if  that  were  checked,  and 
would,  if  discouraged,  fill  the  people  of 
Ireland  with  disappointment  and  dismay. 
He  trusted  that  the  decision  of  the  House 
would  show  that  they  intended  to  apply 
to  Ireland  and  the  dissatisfaction  there 
the  same  treatment  that  they  had  applied 
to  all  those  parts  of  the  Empire  where 
similar  dissatisfaction  in  past  times  had 
existed.  It  had  been  remarked  that  it 
was  cowardice  which  had  prevented 
them  from  going  on  in  1886,  and  he 
believed  it  was  so.  They  knew  that  the 
Empire  had  not  been  established  by 
timid  processes,  and  they  ought  to  go  on 
without  fear.  The  more  liberally  they 
gave  Home  Ru{^„^j,^@^^g|c>they 
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were  to  receive  the  trust  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be 
nottdng  like  putting  t^o  many  safe- 
guards on  what  they  gave,  as  if  they  could 
not  trust  the  people  out  of  their  sight. 
That  was  just  the  thing  which,  he  believed, 
would  spoil  any  experiment  they  might 
make  in  that  direction.  Ireland,  funda- 
mentally and  by  her  national  situation, 
WS8  in  association  with  and  belonged  to 
this  great  Empire ;  and  it  was  because 
be  believed  that  it  was  not  a  question  of 
creed  but  of  nationality  and  common 
niue,  and  that  experience  in  the 
past  had  proved  that  action  on  such 
lines  as  he  suggested  had  made  for 
the  strength  and  not  the  weakness 
of  this  great  Empire,  that  he  had  the 
greatest  pleasuie  in  seconding  the 
Hotion. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  present  system  of  Govern- 
meiit  in  Ireland  is  in  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  Irish  people  and  gives  them 
no  voice  in  the  management  of  their  own 
affairs ;  that  the  system  is  consequently 
inefficient  and  extravagantly  costly ; 
that  it  does  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
any  section  of  the  population ;  that  it 
is  productive  of  universal  discontent  and 
unrest,  and  is  incapable  of  satisjEaotorily 
promoting  the  material  and  intellectual 
progress  of  the  people  ;  that  the  reform 
of  Iiish  Government  is  a  matter  vital 
to  the  interests  of  Ireland  and  calculated 
greaily  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  in  the 
opimon  of  this  House,  the  solution  of 
this  problem  can  only  be  attained  by 
pring  to  the  Irish  people  the  legislative 
•sd  executive  contr')l  of  all  purely  Irish 
tflaits."— (Jfr.   John  Reimond.) 

•Eael  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.)  in 
moving  to  leave  out  all  after  the  word 
"That,'*  in  order  to  add  the  words, 
"  masmnch  as  the  abandonment  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament  of  its  un- 
^▼ided  responsibility,  both  for  legis- 
Iition  and  administration  within  the 
tWted  Kingdom,  would  in j  ure  the 
iwoeperity  of  Ireland  and  imperil 
the  security  of  Great  Britain,  this 
ft>iise  is  unalterably  opposed  to  the 
neation  of  an  Irish  Parbament  with  a 
Rsponsible  executive,'*  said  :  The  Motion 
*wch  has  been  moved  by  the  hon.  and 


learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Waterford,  with  all  that  customary 
eloquence  with  which  he  knows  so 
well  how  to  make  the  worse  cause  appear 
the  better,  reminded  the  House  that 
an  identical  Motion  which  he  moved  only 
a  few  years  ago  received  the  unanimous 
assent  of  the  Liberal  Party. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:"  Only  the 
first  part. 

*Eabl  PERCY:  The  larger  part. 
There  is  one  sentence  to  which  I  will 
refer  at  greater  l«igth.  If  the  object 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  were 

merely  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  dojtriral 
orthodoxy  of  his  political  friends,  that 
would  be  a  matter  of  domestic  discipline 
with  which  we  on  these  benches 
need  not  greatly  concern  ourselves. 
We  know  that  whatever  the  views  on 
the  subject  of  Home  Rule  of  hon.  Gentle* 
men  opposite  may  be,  they  are  bound  by 
their  election  pledges  not  to  introduce  a 
Home  Rule  Bill  in  the  present  Parlia- 
ment ;  we  know  that  they  have  staked 
their  collective  reputation  on  a  policy 
of  devolution,  which  now  turns  out  to  be 
the  one  policy  which  every  section  of 
opinion  in  Ireland  is  united  in  con- 
demning. We  know,  also,  that  after 
declaring  at  the  last  general  election,  on 
every  platform,  that  if  they  could  only 
get  a  majority  independent  of  the  votes 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangwaj*, 
they  would  do  what  they  thought  befct 
without  reference  to  any  other  considera- 
tion. It  only  required  a  hostile  vote  fro-n 
a  Nationalist  Convention  in  Dublin  to 
make  them  run  away  from  the  Bill  which 
they  had  just  induced  the  House  of 
Commons  to  read  a  first  time  with  a 
majority  of  300.  We  have  the  Chief 
Secretary  constantly  informing  u  ■■  that  he 
knows  he  has  no  right  to  govern  Ireland, 
or  to  be  where  he  is ;  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  telling  us  as  he 
did  last  Thursday  that  he  feels  the  present 
situation  to  be  both  humiliating  and 
degrading  and  yet  neither  of  these  Gentle- 
men is  able  to  devise  a  better  method  of 
saving  his  dignity  than  by  leaving  the 
executive  functions  of  Government  largely 
in  abeyance,  and  depriving  the  unfor- 
tunate persons  who  happen  to  live  in  that 

part  of  the  UniK.&4@ft6^\^ 
measure   of   protection   o;   uf^  cana 
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property  wliich  we  have  hitherto  Buppoeed 
to  be  the  birthright  of  every  British 
citizen.  If  on  the  top  of  that  really 
deplorable  record  they  choose  to  remind 
the  English  people  that,  bad  as  their 
actions  are,  their  principles  are  even 
woTBe*  certainly  it  is  not  for  us  to  grudge 
them  any  satisfaction  they  may  derive 
from  that  voluntary  act  of  public  penance. 
But  the  Menber  for  Waterford  has 
another  and  a  more  practical  object  in 
view  in  submitting  his  Motion.  W  hen  the 
Irish  Devolution  Bill  was  abandoned  last 
year,  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman 
made  a  speech  in  Dublin  which  was  not 
couched  in  the  diplomatic  phraseology 
which,  out  of  regari^  fox  the  feeUnga  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  he  feels  obliged 
to  use  in  this  House.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  explained  the  failure  of 
the  Government  by  saying  that  it  was 
formed  before  the  last  general  election, 
and  that  had  it  been  formed  after  the 
general  election  certain  "  Roseberyite " 
gentlemen,  as  he  described  them,  would 
not  have  found  places  in  the  Government 
at  all,  or,  if  they  had  found  places, "  would 
have  held  thdr  tongues  on  the  subject  of 
Home  Rule."  I  think  I  am  quoting 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  almost 
textually.  He  then  proceeded  to  say 
that  the  failure  of  the  Devolution  Bill 
had  shown  the  Govemn:.ent  that  there 
was  no  prscticable  alternative  except 
Home  Rule.  But  that  part  of  the  speech 
I  will  give  in  his  own  words.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said — 

"  The  fate  of  the  Irish  Conncil  Bill  has  ^bown 
the  GoTemment  the  impossibility  of  BatlafyiDg 
Ireland  with  anything  short  of  Home  Rule, 
and  hafl  made  this  certain  that  Home  Rule, 
not  devolution,  will  be  the  Irish  policy  put 
before  the  electors  pt  the  next  general  election. 
My  own  estimate  is  that  the  general  election 
will  take  place  early  in  1909  and  in  my  opinion 
the  sooner  the  general  election  comes  the 
better.  It  is  our  duty  to  declare  plainly  to  the 
liberal  Party  that  when  the  eleotioii  oomes 
Home  Role  must  be  put  in  the  forefront  of 
their  programme,  and  if  it  in  allied  with  the 
que<ition  of  the  reform  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
then  probably  all  the  better  for  Ireland.  Wp 
must  effect  this  duty  next  session,  and  place 
the  Irish  demand  plainly  before  the  House  pf 
Commons  and  the  English  people.  If  I  am 
asked  how  and  when  we  will  raise  it  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  depends  on  circumstsnces,  and  even 
if  we  knew,  it  wonld  be  very  foolish  to  make 
the  announcement  six  months  in  odTancc." 

The  cat  is  now  out  of  the  bag  in  the 
shape  of  this  Motion.  It  is  a  piece  of 
strategy  skilfully  designed  to  extract 
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from  His  Majesty's  Government,  if 
possible,  plain  answers  to  two  plain 

questions.  The  first  is,  Do  they  or  do 
they  not  admit  ftiat  devolution  is  hence- 
forth an  impracticable  policy?  ani 
secondly,  Do  they  or  do  they  not  intend 
to  put  Home  Rule  frankly  in  the  forefront 
of  their  programme  at  the  next 
general  Section,  even  if  they  prefer 
to  conceal  its  prominent  position  under 
cover  of  an  attack  on  the  House  of  Lcvds  ? 
No  one  can  deny  that  these  are  pertinent 
questions ;  they  are  questions  which 
interest  us  and  interest  the  whole 
country,  as  weU  as  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway.  /  ;The  Government 
have  produced  their  devolution  scheme 
and  it  has  faUed.  We  have  a  right  to 
know  whether  and  to  what  extent  their 
Irish  policy  has  been  modified  in  conse- 
quence. They  have  produced  their 
scheme  for  reform  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  We  have  a  right  to  know,  and 
the  electors  have  a  right  to  know,  whether 
a  Home  Rule  Bill  is  to  be  one  of  the 
Bills  upon  which  the  House  of  Lords  is 
to  be  allowed  to  say  "  Ko  "  three  times, 
and  is  then  to  become  law  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  details  of  the  Bill  have 
never  been  submitted  to  the  electors  at 
all.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  good  enough  to  say  of  my  Motion 
that  it  is  plain  and  straightforward. 
Our  position  is  perfectly  clear.  We  have 
never  regarded  devolution  as  anything 
but  a  trick  to  induce  the  electors 
of  this  country  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  prihciple  of  Home  Rule  by  a  side- 
wind. We  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Grentleman  that  nothing  could 
be  more  disastrous  to  the  interests  of 
the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  than 
to  keep  this  vital  issue  permanently 
in  suspense,  and  he  is  quite  right 
when  he  says  that  to  Home  Rule 
we  remain,  as  we  always  have  been,  im- 
alterably  opposed.  With  regard  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, I  hope  he  will  not  think  me  guilty 
of  discourtesy  if  I  say  that  it  seems  to 
me  to  consist  partiy  of  premises  which 
are  all  more  or  less  at  variance  with  the 
facts,  nnd  partly  of  conclusions  which 
have  no  relation  at  aU  to  the  premises. 
Really,  to  say  of  a  system  under  which 
the  Irish  people  have  precisely  the  same 
control  over  local  affairs  as  the  English 
people  have,  and  a  ;eonsiderft]^4arger 
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alure  of  political  representation  in  this 
House  than  the  electors  of  any  other  part 
of  the  Kingdom — ^to  say  of  such  a  system 
it  gives  them  no  voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  affairs  most,  I  think, 
be  admitted  to  be  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  terminological  inexactitude. 
To  say  that  it  does  not  meet  with  the 
acceptance  of  any  section  of  the  Irish 
people  when  we  Imow,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  a  quarter  of  the  population,  compraed 
ofthemostwealthy— (An  Hon.  IIembeb: 
ind intelligent.] — XmH  not  use  an  ofien- 
sire  phrase — the  moat  wealthy  part  of  the 
population,  is  not  only  content  with  the 
pFesent  state  of  things,  but  is  desperately 
and  determinedly  opposed  to  the  very 
solution  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  recommends — is  scarcely  less 
absurd.  And  when  we  are  asked  to 
declare  that  the  present  administration 
of  Ireland  is  incapable  of  promoting  the 
proB{wiity  of  the  Irish  people,  it  is  quite 
Hifficient  to  disprove  that  statement 
to\  refer  to  statistics  |  which  have  been 
cited  over  and  over  again,  and  which 
are  rect^nised  tests  of  material  pros- 
perity in  the  case  of  every  other 
country  in  the  world  except  Ireland. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  has 
mmtimed  again  to-night  the  drain  of  the 
popnlatiwi  by  emigration.  That  is  no 
doubt  a  gad  and  undeniable  circumstance, 
bat  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Union  is  conclusively  proved  by  the 
fact  that  the  population  of  Ireland 
iteadily  increased  for  forty  years  after 
^e  Act  of  Union.  Emigration  has  set 
in  during  the  last  half  century,  but  so 
it  has  also  in  England  and  Gotland. 
But  whereas  the  tendency  in  Ire- 
land shows  some  signs  of  arrest  (I  am 
told  on  very  good  authority  that  the 
number  of  Insh  emigrants  from  Ireland 
in  1905  was  less  than  it  has  been  in  any 
jear  unce  1851),  the  number  of  emigrants 
bom  Scotland  is  greater  now  than  that 
from  Ireland.  And  in  the  case  of  Eng- 
land I  believe  the  emigration  is  larger  tUs 
Jtu  than  it  has  ever  been.  Of  course, 
it  is  true  that  Ireland,  being  to  a 
greater  extent  than  England  dependent 
npmi  agriculture,  has  sufiered  to  a 
greater  extent  than  we  have  from  the 
efiects  of  free  trade.  That  is  obvious. 
Bot  Home  Rule  has  never  been 
•dvocated,  by  the  Liberal  Party  at 
ieast,   on  the  ground  that  it  would 
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enable  Ireland  to  revert  to  protection. 
On  the  contrary,  every  single  Home 
Rule  Bill  they  have  yet  brought  in  has 
been  careful  to  reserve  the  control  of 
tJie  Customs  Tariff  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  As  to  the  inefficiency  of 
the  administration  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  passed  it  over  with  very 
few  words.  He  said  very  naturally 
that  the  Bubje:t  had  been  thoroughly 
thrashed  out  last  Thursday,  and  he 
would  not  deal  with  it  at  any 
length.  But  we  have  the  testimony 
of  the  Prime  Ifinister  himself  in  the 
debate  on  the  Address  last  year,  and 
I  think  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  to  the 
effect  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
find  abler  administrators  than  those 
who  sit  in  Dublin  Castle  now,  and  if  it  is 
true  that  that  administration  is  costly, 
the  fa-^t  is  partly  due  to  the  num- 
ber of  inspectors  appointed  in  con- 
nection with  the  numero'js  Acts 
which  this  House  has  passed  in 
order  to  satisfy  Irish  ideas,  but  mainly 
due  to  the  expense  of  the  police. 
The  cost  of  the  police  in  Ireland 
is  not  comparable  to  the  cost  of  the 
police  in  England,  because  the  police  in 
Ireland  have  to  perform  a  number  of 
dutim  whidi  are  not  thrown  on  that 
force  in  this  country,  and  in  any  case  the 
very  last  persons  who  have  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  cost  of  the  poUce  are 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway, 
whose  language  and  constant  incitement 
to  agitation  of  every  kind  is  one  of  the 
factors  chiefly  responsible  for  the  swollen 
Estimates  under  this  head,  which  the 
Government  themselves  have  had  to  pie- 
sent  to  the  House.  But  I  am  quite  aware 
that  there  are  many  hon.  Grentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  who  are  fat 
more  competent  and  better- qualified 
than  I  am  to  speak  about  the  effects  of 
Home  Rule  from  the  Irish  point  of  view, 
and,  so  far  as  that  part  of  the  Motion  is 
concerned,  I  shall  content  myself  by 
pointing  out  that  even  if  we  were  trium- 
phantly to  refute  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  satisfaction  every  one  of  his 
premises,  that  would  not  in  the  least 
degree  affect  his  belief  in  the  conclusion 
which  he  draws.  He  has  over  and  over 
again  told  us  in  this  House  and  else- 
where that  he  founds  the  claim  of  Ireland 
to  Home  Rule  upon  the  rights  of 
nationality,  and  alt^^  ^<]fl^jg^ 
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stress  here  upon  the  poverty  and  back- 
wardness of  the  Irish  people,  we  know 
that  in  Ireland  he  has  ofiered 
a  determined  opposition  to  the  efforts 
of  Sir  Horace  Flunkett  and  the  Agricul- 
tural Oi^^anisation  Society,  on  the  avowed 
ground  that  the  success  of  those  efforts 
would  hamper  the  realisation  of  the  aims 
of  the  Nationalist  Paity.  And  in  the 
speech  which  he  made  only  last  year 
at  the  Mansion  ^use,  he  said  as 
follows — 

"  Yon  do  not  need  to  be  reminded  how  much 
has  been  done  already,  especidly  in  the  lut 
twenty  .five  years" — 

which  covers  the  whole  period  during 
which  the  Unionist  Government  have 
been  in  office — 

"  to  mitif^ate  the  BufferingR  of  Ireland  od  the 
question  of  the  land,  of  the  labourers,  and  even 
on  the  (|uestion  of  education,  but  the  doctrine 
we  hold  U  that  the  demand  for  national  aelt- 
government  is  founded  upon  right,  and  we 
declare  that  no  ameUwative  reforms,  no  nnmher 
of  Lend  Acts,  Lnbonrers  Actfi,  and  Education 
Acta,  no  redress  of  finaorial  grievanceB,  no 
matnial  improvements  or  industrial  develop- 
ment ran  satisfy  Ireland  nntil  Irish  laws  are 
administered  od  Irish  b<^  by  Irishmen.*' 

Obviously  the  real  argument  that  we 
have  to  meet  is  not  that  Ireland  has  been 
badly  treated  by  Great  Britain  in  the 
past,  but  th»  argument  of  nationality 
and  nationality  alone.  Upon  that  point 
the  first  observation  I  would  like  to 
make  is  that  never  in  the  whole  history 
of  the  British  Empire  have  we  granted 
self-government  or  Parliamente ry  in- 
stitutions in  response  to  the  claim  of 
nationality.  We  have  given  Parlia- 
•■•ontary  government  to  the  Colonics 
not  on  the  ground  that  they  were  distinc  t 
national  entities,  but  simply  and  solely  on 
the  ground  that  that  was  the  most 
convenient  and  indeed  the  only  practice! 
way  of  managing  the  internal  affairs  of 
communities  which  are  at  such  a  distance 
from  us  that  they  cannot  be  effectively 
represented  as  Ireland  is  in  the  Iraptri:  1 
Pariiement.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  cites  the  caaa  of  Canadr. 
The  question  in  the  case  of  Canada 
was  not  whether  we  should  pive 
Canada  a  Parliament  or  not.  She 
already  had  two.  The  question  in  Lord 
Purham's  time  wiis  whether  theCana<!i  n 
Pnrlirment  should  or  should  not  h-^ve 
complete  control  of  its  own  executive, 
and  it  was  precisely  the  attempt  to 
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govern  Canada  by  means  of  a  Parliament 
of  its  own  while  we  retained  control  of 
ite  executive,  that  led  to  the  Canadian 
rebellion.  The  second  observation  I  have 
to  make  is  that  if  we  are  to  found  Home 
Rule  on  the  claim  of  nationality  we  shall 
have  to  recognise  the  obvious  fact  that 
Ireland  is  not  one  nation,  but  two,  nations 
moreover  sharply  divided  in  race,  in 
religion,  and  in  politics.  If  homogeneity 
of  popuUition  is  a  test  of  nationality,  then 
the  claim  either  of  Scotland  or  of  Wales 
to  a  Parliament  of  its  own  is  far  greater 
than  the  claim  of  Ireland,  and  the  Irish, 
claim,  if  it  is  to  be  admitted  at  all,  w 
a  claim  not  to  one  Parliament  but  to 
two.  There  is  not  a  single  argument 
which  can  be  brought  forward  to  justify 
the  creation  of  a  Nationalist  Parliament 
in  Dublin  which  cannot  be  brought 
forward  to  justify  the  simultaneous 
creation  of  a  Unionist  Parliament  in 
Belfast.  Does  anyone  in  any  part  of  this 
House  seriously  suggest  that  that  would 
be  a  solution  which  would  be  a  benefit 
either  to  Ireland  as  a  whole  or  to  that 
Nationalist  portion  of  Ireland,  which 
being  the  poorest  would  be  thrown 
back  entirely  upon  its  own  resources  ? 
The  great  curse  in  Ireland  is  it  is 
which  we  all  deplore — and  we  do  not  want 
to  do  anything  to  cccentuate  i* — is  this 
division  between  classes  and  races  and 
relipions  which  rendor.i  it  impossible  for 
thtm  to  combine  togetherto  promote  the 
material  development  of  their  country, 
and  makes  it  absolutely  certain  that 
any  administrative  authority  which, 
is  devolved  by  this  House  will  be 
tised  by  the^majority  on  one  side  or  the 
other  for  the  purpose  of  affixing  a  stigma 
upon  the  minority.  Look  what  has 
happened  in  the  case  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man talked  about  the  efficiency  of  the  local 
authorities.  I  am  not  going  to  dispute 
that  assertion.  But  when  thelrishLooal 
Government  Act  was  passing  through  the 
House  I  remember  how  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  himself  got  up  and 
told  us  of  the  admirable  work  which  the 
county  gentlemen,  Loyalists  and  Protes- 
tants, had  done  in  every  part  of  Ireland 
on  the  old  grand  juries,  and  he  pledged  the 
good  faith  of  himself  and  his  colleagues 
collectively  that  they  would  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  give  the  Act  a 
fair  chance.  an(i,|fj^^lg0»^i^t(?*^ould 
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be  eixlnded  from  those  conncila  on  the 
gzonnd  of  politics  or  of  religion.  In  1902 
tlie  hon.  Member  for  East  Bfayo  sneak- 
ing at  Newtown  Butler  advised  the 
electors  in  so  many  words  not  to  vote 
for  any  candidate  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  United  Irish  League.  In  twenty- 
seven  counties  the  councils  were  swept 
almost  bare  of  Unionist  representa- 
tion altogether,  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Watenord  went  to  Cork  and  boasted 
of  the  fact  that  "the  county  and  dis- 
trict councils  of  Ireland  formed  a  net- 
work of  Nationalist  organisation 
thronghout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country."  I  do  not  mention  that  for  the 
pozpose  of  casting  a  stone  at  the  National- 
ist conntj  councils.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemen  said  the  Unionist 
coimty  councils  in  the  North  are  just 
as  bad.  It  may  be  so,  but  does  not  that 
add  to  the  force  of  my  argument  ? 
Does  it  not  show  the  absolute  folly 
of  introducing  into  a  country  in 
which  you  cannot  now  get  men  of 
different  religions  and  poUtics  to  work 
t<^ther  even  for  the  purposes  of  local 
govemment,  a  system  which  must  mean 
either  a  permanent  s^i^gation  of  North 
and  South  into  watertight  compartments 
under  separate  legislative  and  adminis- 
trative systems,  or  else  the  permanent 
subjection  of  a  population  numbering 
1,%0,000  to  a  racial  and  religious 
snjaemacy  which  they  abhor.  The  third 
observation  I  would  make  on  the  point 
of  nationality  is  that  if  it  is  a  good  argu- 
ment for  giving  Home  Rule  it  is  an 
equally  good  argument  for  granting 
separation.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man was  very  careful  not  to  repudiate 
the  idea  of  separation.  Does  he  re- 
pudiate it  now  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  ask  the 
noble  Lord  to  be  kind  enough  to  ask  a 
more  definite  question.  I  repudiate 
nothing  I  have  ever  said  in  public,  here 
w  elsewhere.  I  never  said  anything 
more  emphatically  and  strongly  else- 
where than  I  have  stated  on  the  floor 
oi  this  House. 

•Earl  PERCY  :  I  do  not  in  the  least 
quairel  with  that  statement.  But  here 
is  a  speech  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
£ut  Tyrone,  who  moved  the  Motion 


last  Thursday.  It  is  quoted  from  the 
New  York  Irish  World— 

"  The  message  we  bear  " — 

— that  is  to  America — 

"  is  from  that  illastrioua  leader  of  our  Party, 
John  Redmond.  If  there  is  any  man  in  tus 
audience  who  says  to  us,  ag  represeotino:  that 
ParliamentrfTy  movement :  *  I  do  not  believe  in 
yourPurliamentaryideaii.  I  do  not  accept  Home 
Rule.  I  go  heyond  it,  I  believe  in  an  independent 
Irish  nation  * — if  any  man  says  this,  I  ftay : 
'We  do  not  disbelieve  in  it.'  These  are  our 
tactics.  If  you  are  to  take  a  fortress  first 
take  the  outer  works.  We  believe  that  no 
man  has  a  right  to  set  limit«  to  the  aspirations 
of  a  nation,  and  no  man  has  a  right  to  say  i 
'  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther.'  " 

These  are  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway,  uid  of  those  upon 
whose  votes  tiiey  depend.  We  know 
what  has  been  the  result  of  Home  Rule 
wherever  it  has  been  based  upon  national 
claims  as  in  the  case  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way, BO  often  quoted  as  a  parallel  to 
our  own,  and  as  the  separation  of  the 
United  Elingdom  is  not  an  Irish  question 
any  longer,  but  a  question  of  vital 
concern  to  Great  Britain  herself,  ar  d  to 
the  Empire  as  a  whole,  I  propose  with  the 
leave  of  the  House  to  devote  the  few 
remaining  remarks  I  have  to  make  to  that 
concluding  part  of  this  Motior,  about 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  practi- 
cally nothing,  which  asks  us  to  afi&rm 
that  Home  Rule  would  greatly  promote 
the  well-being  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  What  is  the  advantage  which 
Great  Britain — rfter  all,  not  an  in- 
significant part  of  the  United  Kingdom — 
is  to  derive  from  Home  Rule  ?  The 
commonest  inducement  held  out  to  us, 
I  think  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself, 
is  that  if  we  gave  Home  Rule  we  shoidd 
at  length  be  masters  in  our  own  house, 
that  we  should  rdieve  the  congestion  of 
business,  and  have  more  time  to  attend 
to  questions  of  Imperial  and  domestic 
interest.  Most  people  who  use  that  argu- 
ment are  really  tninking  either  of  some 
devolution  of  administrative  responei- 
bility,  in  connection  with  local  govern- 
ment, or  else  they  are  thinking  of  the 
adaptation  to  Ireland  of  some  scheme  of 
private  Bill  legislation  like  that  which  has 
been  adopted  in  the  case  of  Scotland. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  said  that  if  my  Amendment  were 
accepted  it  would  make  the  devolution 
of  Private  BiU  legislatiou'-tO' ^I^gUmd 
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impossible,  but  it  would  do  nothing  of 
the  kind.  We  have  given  local  govern- 
ment to  Ireland  as  to  Great  Britain, 
and  we  axe  always  devolving  fresh  powers 
upon  local  bodies,  but  over  the  exercise 
of  every  power  which  we  devolve  we 
retain  the  absolute  and  effective  control, 
in  the  last  resort,  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  In  the  case  of  local 
government  there  is  control  by  the 
auditor  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  how  necessary  that  control 
is  in  the  case  of  Ireland  we  saw,  not 
long  ago,  in  the  action  of  the  MulUngar 
Board  of  Guardians,  where  there  were 
two  applicants  for  a  particular  contract, 
one  in  the  name  of  Boss  for  £11  and 
the  other,  Daly,  £13,  the  latter  being 
accepted.  The  Local  Government  Board 
asked  for  an  explanation.  [A  National- 
ist Membbb:  What  about  Poplar  1] 
The  Local  Government  Board  does 
exercise  control  in  Poplar,  and  under 
the  present  system  there  is  no 
difference  in  that  respect  between 
the  two  countries.  The  Mullingar  Board 
of  Guardians  informed  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  that  the  reason  why  t^ey 
had  given  the  contract  to  Daly  was 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Irish  League  and  Boss  was  not.  Pre- 
cisely the  sa  me  principle  applies,  to 
Private  Bill  I^slation.  Private  Bill 
legislation  does  not  withdraw  Private 
Bills  from  the  c(^ni8ance  and  control  of 
this  House.  It  merely  provide)  a 
machinery  for  enquiry  less  ezpenuve 
than  thftt  which  takes  place  before 
Private  Bill  Committees.  There  is  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  giving  Ireland 
some  system  of  that  kind  except  the 
difficulty  of  finding  a  tribunal  which 
will  command  the  confidence  of  all 
Irish  Members.  We  all  know  very 
well  that  that  will  not  satisfy .  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gingway.  They 
have  told  us  that  what  they  object  to 
is  any  control  whatever  being  retained 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  over  powers 
which  they  delegate  to  Ireland.  Let 
there  be  no  mistake  about  this  point, 
because  it  is  important.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  last 
year  said  in  the  Queen's  Hall — 

"  If  the  Government  propofe  to  band  over  to 
Ireland  the  control  of  any  department  in  the 
government  of  Ireland,  they  must  hand  over|that 
control  wholly  and  abolutely.  Our  demand  is  for 

Earl  Percy, 


full  control,  legiaUtive  and  adminiatrative.  over 
all  Irish  affairs." 

Those  who  contend  that  the  creation  of 
an  Irish  Parliament  and  an  executive 
responsible  to  it  will  save  the  iimo  of  this 
House  are  bound  to  tell  us  what  is  the 
practical  plan  which  they  propose.  Are 
the  Irish  Members  to  be  retained  in  this 
House  i  If  BO,  are  they  to  vote  upon 
all  questions  or  only  upon  Irish  ques- 
tions 1  If  only  upon  Irish,  how  is 
it  proposed  to  distinguidi  between 
those  questicms,  and  in  the  case  of 
a  conflict,  how  do  you  propose  to  seoura 
that  the  decision  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  shall  prevail  ?  When  ybu 
have  settled  these  details  you  will 
find  yotUBelves  confronted  with  the  old 
dilemma.  Ifyou  keep  the  IrishMembers 
here,  in  the  case  of  every  Bill  whicli 
comes  before  the  Irish  Parliament  you 
will  have  to  decide  whether  that  is^  a 
question  with  which  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment is  competent  to  deal ;  you  will 
have  to  decide  whether  upon  this  or  that 
measure  Irish  Members  should  be  allowed 
to  vote  here,  and  whether  the  veto  of 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  has  been  properly 
or  improperly  exercised.  It  is  clear 
that  all  those  questions  would  provide 
fruitful  and  recurring  topics  of  contro- 
versy, and  the  fate  of  Governments  in 
this  House  will  depend  not  upon  the 
fidelity  with  which  they  have  discharged 
their  duty  to  the  Britsh  elector,  bat 
upon  their  attitude  to  Irish  Members 
and  the  claims  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 
If  the  Irish  Members  are  excluded  from 
this  House  of  Commons,  then  ^  rthe 
attempt  by  a  Parliament  here  in  which 
Ireland  is  not  represented  to  control  a 
Parliament  there  in  which  we  ire  not 
represented  would  be  to  repeat  in  a 
slightly  difierent  form  the  same  ex- 
periment as  that  which  lost  us  our 
American  colonies.  So  far  from 
relieving  congestion  in  the  House  of 
Commons  we  should  find  ourselves  in  a 
far  worse  position.  The  amount  of  time 
now  occupied  in  discussing  Irish  affairs 
has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and,  after 
all,  the  legislative  output  of  the  House 
of  Commons  is  far  greater  than  the  out- 
put of  any  Continental  Assembly.  If 
it  be  true  that  we  have  not  sufficient 
time  adequately  to  discuss  the  Estimates, 
Imperial  questions,  and  questions  of 
social  reform,  it,,  is  not  ^el^<L  that 
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blockatheway,butthe  inTeteiatelukbitof 
both  parties  of  devoting  the  maximum  of 
the  tiine  at  theox  dispoeal  to  those  meaBures 
i^h  command  the  minimum  of  agree- 
ment. Until  we  Sexiously  set  oniselves 
to  reform  this  habit  I  feel  quite  certain 
that  the  electors  will  not  accept  the  plea 
of  orerwork  as  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
repudiating  any  one  of  our  Imperial 
nsponsibilities.  If  Home  Rule  will 
not  save  our  time,  will  it  save  oui 
pockets?  I  do  not  think  that  that 
contention  has  been  put  forwaid  by 
sQjrhody.  The  Irish  Members  contend 
that  it  will  enable  them  to  effect  certain 
eso&omies,  although  the  money  saved 
ia  one  direction  will  be  spent  in  another. 
I  do  not  think  that  anybody  contends 
that  the  money  so  saved  would  go  into 
the  pockets  of  the  British  taxpayer. 
Ve  have  had  a  warning  of  what  is  in  store 
for  08  in  the  Irish  Council  Bill,  where 
the  handing  over  the  control  of  only 
eight  departments  to  an  Irish  Gk>vernment 
vu  ^timated  to  cost  £650,000  extra, 
and  even  then  we  were  told  by  the  hon. 
lumber  for  the  Scotland  Division  of 
Liverpool  that  Ireland  would  be  starting 
Nlf-govemment  as  a  bankrupt  concern. 
Whatever  else  is  in  doubt  it  is  certain 
that  mider  Home  Rule  we  shall  have 
to  pay  a  great  deal  more  than  we  do 
dot;  we  shall  lose  all  control  over  its  ex- 
peaditoreand  the  only  eSecttve  security  for 
the  advances  of  some  £150.000,000  under 
the  Irish  Land  Act  namely,  the  power 
in  case  of  default  of  resuming  possession 
of  thes<Ml.  I  do  not  know  whetiier  I  shall 
be  accused  of  imputing  dishonesty  to  the 
Irish  peasantry,  but  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
tbe  gmgway  have  taught  us  that  actions 
which  are  considered  dishonest  and  crim- 
iiud  in  England  are  to  be  palliated  and 
condoned  in  Ireland  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  consonant  with  Irish  ideas. 
ETery  argnmeut  which  has  been  used 
to  justify  the  non-payment  of  rent  to 
>  private  landlord  will  be  equally  valid 
to  justify  the  non-payment  of  rent  to 
the  State  which  has  now  stepped  into 
fte  position  hitherto  occupied  by  the 
private  owner.  According  to  the  hon. 
ud  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
Bogland  has  robbed  Ireland  of  no  less 
tmm  than  £2,000,000  a  year  ever  since 
1^  owing  to  the  re-arrangement  of 
the  income-tax  and  the  liquor  duties  in 
tkitjear. 


Hb.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  That  is  not 
my  statement  at  all.  It  is  the  statement 
of  the  Royal  Commission. 

•Earl  PERCY  :  At  any  rate  the  state- 
ment is  endorsed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  Every  tenant  under  a  Home 
Rule  system  who  refuses  to  pay  his  rent 
will  be  held  up  to  admiration  as  a  martyr 
who  is  standii^  up  for  the  national 
right  to  a  recovery  of  its  stolen  goods, 
while  the  tenant  who  tries  to  meet  his 
obligations  will  be  denounced  as  a  traitor 
and  exposed  to  all  the  machinery  of 
boycotting  and  outrage  without  even 
that  meagre  amount  of  police  protection 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  feels  he  can 
still  provide  without  doing  violence  to 
his  poUticri  consistency.  If  Home  Rule 
does  not  save  time  oi  money,  how  is  it 
going  to  promote  the  well-being  of 
England  ?  There  remains  only  the  argu- 
ment of  sentiment :  "  Trust  the  Irish 
people  and  you  will  be  rewarded  with 
their  enthusiastic  loyalty."  Judicial 
separation  which  is  ordinarily  regarded 
as  at  best  a  regrettable  remedy  for  the 
evihi  of  matrimony,  is  in  the  case  of 
Ireland  to  be  the  means  of  affect- 
ing a  "Union  of  hearts."  That  is 
the  language  used  in  England  and  on 
English  platforms,  but  in  Ireland  legal 
separation  is  advocated  as  the  prelude  to 
divorce  and  to  the  realisation  of  Mr. 
Pamell's  ambition  to  *'  sever  the  last  link 
which  binds  Ireland  to  England." 
It  is  hardly  surprising  if,  under 
these  circumstuices,  we  prefer  to  incur 
the  slight  inconvenience  which  arises 
from  incompatibility  of  temper  to  running 
the  certain  risks  which  we  should  incur 
if  we  allowed  our  partner  to  set  up 
business  on  her  own  account,  and  contract 
possibly  a  new  alliance  at  our  own 
lodge-^tes  with  any  enterprising  neigh- 
hour  who  happened  to  have  an  eye 
to  our  plate  and  jewelle^.  The  ,tmth 
is  that  the  situation  of  Ireland  within 
twelve  miles  of  these  shores  is  a  domin- 
ating factor  in  the  consideration  of  this 
question  of  Home  Rule.  Let  us  assume  for 
argument's  sake,  that  Ireland  is  the  most 
loyal  part  of  the  whole  British  Empire. 
Does  anyone  really  suppose  that  if  Aus- 
tralia or  Canada  occupied  the  same 
position  of  proximity  that  Ireland 
does  we  should  have  given  them 
the  same  measure  of  self-goyemment 
that  they  have  now  ?uigiuzed  byCjOOgIC 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  Certamly 
you  would. 

*Easl  PERCY :  Certftinly  we  should 
not.  nor  does  t&e  Liberal  Party  believe 
we  should.  Lord  Crewe  in  1902  said  at 
Whitchurch  : — 

"  He  would  never  be  a  party  to  a  propositioa 
which  placed  Ireland  io  a  position  of  practical 
independence  b\  ch  as  that  possessed  by  New 
Zealand.  The  oircumstancea  of  the  two  places 
were  entirely  different  in  a  large  number  erf 
respeota.  Sooner  than  t^at  he  would  see 
Ireland  deprived  of  its  Fraliameataiy  repre- 
sentation and  governed  as  a  Crown  Colony." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  We 
would  rather  be  a  Crown  Colony  than  be 
here. 

*Earl  PERCY :  The  Preddent  of  the 
Boud  of  Trade  went  to  Belfast  last  year 
and  told  the  people  there  that  separation 
is  unthinkable.  Why  is  it  unthinkable  ? 
If  the  Union  Jack  is  not,  as  most  of  us 
regard  it,  the  symbol  of  a  fact  in  nature, 
but,  as  the  Chief  Secretary  described  it 
last  week,  the  symbol  of  a  political  trans- 
action, why  is  the  separation  of  Ireland 
from  Great  Britain  unthinkable  1  It  is 
not  unthinkable  in  the  case  of  the  Colonies, 
it  happened  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  advocated  by  Cobden  as  a 
positive  benefit  to  this  country  and,  how- 
ever disastrous  from  other  points  of 
view  no  one  wiU  preter.d  that  the 
separation  of  Canada  or  Australia 
would  involve  any  strategic  risk  to 
the  security  of  thu  country.  That  is 
not  the  case  with  Ireland.  After  all, 
in  these  matters  it  is  absurd  for  people 
who  are  not  naval  or  military  experts 
to  rely  on  their  own  opinions.  We  have 
the  testimony  on  this  subject  of  no  less 
an  authority  than  Captain  Mahan  who 
has  insisted  in  the  strongest  terms  on 
the  danger  we  should  incnr  by  conceding 
to  Ireland  the  Parliament  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  desires.  And 
when  we  remember,  what  actually 
happened  at  the  time  of  the  Irish 
Rebellion,  when  we  recall  the  state- 
ment of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gai^ay  that  the  hour  of  England's 
danger  will  be  the  hour  of  Ireland's 
opportunity,  when  we  remember  the 
declaration  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
GenlJeman  two  years  ago,  that  if  he 
believed   armed   rebellion   would  be 


successful,  he  would  advise  it  now,  is  not 
the  very  fact  that  he  believes  that  under 
present  conditions  it  would  not  be 
Buccessfnl  the  best  ai^ument  from  our 
point  of  view  for  preserving  those 
conditions  intact  ?  The  hon.  andleamed 
Gentleman  has  at  least  achieved  one 
object,  whatever  may  be  the  attitude  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  By  bringing 
forward  this  Resolution,  he  has  shown 
at  all  events,  that  Home  Rule  is 
still  a  living  issue,  and  tiiat  it  ia  not 
a  "bogey."  I  agree  with  him.  If 
any  proof  were  needed  to  demonstrate 
the  vitality  of  Home  Rule,  we  should  find 
it  in  the  fact  that  it  has  managed  to  sur- 
vive its  connection  with  the  Liberal  Party. 
It  is  now  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more 
since  that  Party  joined  hands  poUtacally 
with  the  men  whom  they  had  denounced 
as  marching  through  rapine  to  the  dis- 
integration  of  the  Britbh  Empire,  and 
announced  their  intention  of  giving  to 
Ireland  a  form  of  government  which  would 
do  justice  to  its  national  aspiratiois  and 
afford  free  scope  for  the  national  energy. 
How  have  they  redeemed  that  promise  I 
Twenty-two  years  ago  they  offraed  Ire- 
land something  less  than  t^e  status  of  a 
British  self  -  governing  colony.  Last 
year  they  offered  her  the  steUw  of  an 
Indian  province.  They  make  rapid  con- 
verts but  very  poor  missionaries.  If 
faith  is  shown  by  works  their  fiuth  seems 
to  be  governed  by  the  law  of  diminishing 
returns,  and  yet  I  have  no  doubt  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  if  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  again  to-night,  do 
obeisance  and  homage  to  an  abstract 
Resolution,  on  which  afterwards  they 
will  be  free  to  place  any  interpretation 
they  please.  And  twenty-five  years  hence, 
we,  or  oar  successors,  will  be  sitting  here 
while  the  Leader  of  the  Irish  Party  will 
get  up  in  his  place  to  state  the  irreducible 
mininiiun  of  Ireland's  demands  and  to 
explain  how  utterly  impossible  is  the 
latest  Liberal  proposal  to  govern 
Ireland  as  a  British  Protectorate 
with  a  Resident  Commissioner.  [A 
Nationalist  Member  ;  We  will  carry 
Home  Rule  before  then.]  I  do  not 
think  so.  Home  Rule  may  be  a  living 
issue,  but  it  is  a  losing  cause,  not  merely 
because  its  own  advocates  are  growing  luke- 
warm and  faint-hearted,  but  on  account 
of  the  growing,  enthusiasm^of  ^evBriti^ 
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people  for  an  ideal  vliicli  is  the  very 
antithesis  ol  that  enshrined  in  the  Motion 
on  the  Paper.  While  hon.  Gentlemen 
from  Ireland  are  asking  ns  to  accept 
s  policy*  founded  on  the  assumption  of  a 
necessary  antagonism  between  the  in- 
tcrestaof  the  nearest  and  closest  of  neigh- 
bonzB,  the  Colonies  are  faking  us  to  recog- 
nise that  even  distance  itself  no  longer 
offers  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the  creation 
of  a  corporate  union  between  the  heart 
and  the  members  of  the  Empire  closer  and 
more  tangible  than  has  ever  existed 
before.  Who  can  doubt  which  of  these 
ideals  is  the  more  likely  to  fire  the 
imagination  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
British  people^  wluch  of  these  alterna- 
lives  in  days  when  success  in  war  and 
commerce  alike  depends  more  and  more  on 
cwcentration  and  union,  is  most  likely 
to  secure  that  when  the  struggle  comes — 

**  Id  the  lut  great  fight  of  all. 
Our  house  may  stand  together  and  its  pillars 
may  not  itSi" 

Am»idment  proposed— 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
*  That '  in  line  1,  and  to  insert  the  words  '  in- 
umoch  as  the  abandonment  by  the  Imperial 
Pkriianent  of  its  undivided  reeponsibility, 
both  for  i^ielation  and  administration  within 
the  United  Kingdom,  would  injure  the  pros- 
perity of  Ireland  and  imperil  the  security  of 
Orgat  Britain,  this  House  is  unalterably  opposed 
to  the  erestkui  of  an  Irish  FMrliament  with  a 
nsponsible  exeontive.* " — {Earl  Ptrcg.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
IJUfD  (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
noble  Lord  in  the  course  of  his  very 
interesting  speech,  which  certainly  had 
s  most  eloquent  ending,  made  a  remark 
which,  I  think*  is  calculated  to  startle 
eren  itua  comparatively  uninitiated  mind. 
He  referred  to  the  Act  of  Union  as  a  fact  in 
nature,  and  on  my  having  alluded  to 
it  the  other  day  by  the  more  prosaic, 
bot  more  correct  title  of  a  political 
tonsaction.  I  would  remind  him  that 
Ui  fact  in  nature,  as  it  had  its  origin 
in  the  year  1801,  could  hardly  claim  so 
proud  or  ancient  a  title.  After  all, 
Ae  problem  we  are  discussing,  involving 
as  it  does  a  Parliament  in  Ireland,  is  not 
a  new  ^blem,  for  Ireland  once  hod  a 


Parliament  of  her  own ;  and  I  do  not 
think  anybody  acquainted  with  its  his- 
tory need  be  ashamed  of  it.  The  noble 
Lord  who  never  stands  in  need  of  lan- 
guage strong  enough  to  express  the 
depths  of  his  conviction,  and  sometimes 
the  intensity  of  his  personal  dislikes — 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  No."] — mean 
political  dislikes.  I  do  not  wish  in  any 
way  to  attribute  to  the  noble  Lord 
personal  dislikes  to  Ireland  or  to  Irish- 
men. But,  at  all  events,  he  takes  his 
stand  upon  this  fact  in  nature.  He 
would  have  us  believe  that  the  Party 
with  which  he  is  now  honourably  con- 
nected regards  the  Union  as  immutably 
fundamental — a  written  constitution  al- 
most impervious  to  time.  He  has, 
indeed,  su^ested  that  in  the  matter 
of  Private  Bill  legislation,  it  might  be 
capable  of  some  amendment ;  but 
that  is  the  farthest  he  is  prepared 
to  go,  and  when  he  came  to  that  part 
of  the  subject  which  evidently  is  most 
near  to  his  heart — namely,  the  well- 
being  of  England,  he  made  it  pretty 
plain  that  Ireland,  being  necessary 
for  England's  safety,  if  she  does  not 
like  it  she  must  lump  it.  The  bargain 
was  struck  a  himdred  years  ago,  when 
his  fact  in  nature  made  its  appearence. 
But  he  knows  as  well  as  I  do,  being  a 
well-read  and  studious  man,  that  it 
was  engendered  in  a  pit  of  corruption. 
He  has  "  Lord  Castlereagh's  Correspon- 
dence "  on  his  library  shelves ;  and  no 
doubt  he  has  carefully  read  it.  But 
England  has  forgotten  all  about  that — 
it  took  place  more  than  100  years  ago — 
and  what  England  has  forgotten  Ireland 
has  no  right  to  remember,  I  hope  that 
everybody  will  take  note  of  the  fierce 
spirit  of  determination  which  rang  through 
the  whole  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech. 
He  stands  for  the  Act  of  Union  without 
any  substantial  amendment.  I  hope 
I  may  assume  that  he,  at  all  events, 
will  never  at  any  time  be  a  party  to  any 
reduction  in  the  numbers  of  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  representatives.  If  a 
people  sell  their  country  and  their 
Parliament  they  are  entitled,  at  all 
events,  to  go  on  receiving  the  price ; 
and  while,  no  doubt,  a  good  deal  of 
money  was  paid  down  on  the  nail,  the 
chief  part  of  the  consideration  for  that 
political  transaction  was  a  continuing 
consideration,  to  be  paid^ear  after 
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^ear  by  Parliament  after  Parliament, 
in  tiie  number  of  Iriab  Members  who  were 
to  be  sent  across  the  stormy  channel  to 
represent  their  country  in  tins  House. 
But  I  am  not  sure  that  I  am  safe  in 
that  aasumpldon.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
feel  at  all  safe  in  any  assumption  which 
is  based  on  the  immutability  of  the 
Act  of  Union.  The  noble  Lord  has  an 
autocratic  temper.  [Cries  of  "  Oh."] 
I  only  wish  I  were  an  autocrat  myself. 
But  although  we  may  have,  or  would 
like  to  have,  an  autocralac  temper, 
autocrats  we  can  never  be.  The  noble 
liord  must  have  associates.  He  cannot 
work  his  will  alone ;  he  must  have 
political  companions ;  and,  in  these 
days,  it  takes  all  sorts  to  make  a  Cabinet. 
[Laughter  and  cheers.]  I  am  glad  to 
hear  from  the  future  Members  of  a  future 
Cabinet  that  they  are  entirely  of  that 
opinion.  I  make  no  pretence  of  being 
a  political  Nestor ;  but  I  have  seen  some 
strange  things  in  my  time  since  the  day 
in  1885  I  hoisted  the  black  flag  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  in  a  division  of  my 
native  city  of  Liverpool. 

Nothing  is  more  noticeable  in  our 
Party  politics — a  strange  and  eventful 
history  in  the  past,  which  seems  likely 
to  be  a  still  more  strange  and  eventful, 
but,  I  do  not  believe,  a  more  honourable, 
history  in  the  future—than  the  pressure 
of  single  ideas.  I  remember  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's pamphlet,  The  History  of  an  Idea. 
His  idea  was  Home  Rule  for  Ireland. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  noble  Ijord  s  peroration,  are  very 
busy  writing  the  history  of  another  new 
idea — Tariff  Reform.  We  are  all  agreed 
about  this,  that  it  is  an  imperious  idea, 
some  think  an  Imperial  idea,  but  at  all 
events  it  is  a  very  jealous  idea,  and  a  very 
bustling  idea,  which  has  already  brought 
some  very  strango  people  together  and 
made  them  love  one  another  with  a  love 
almost  passing  the  love  of  woman.  Only 
the  other  day  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
"Wimbledon  described  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham — whom 
he  has  described  in  other  days  In  other 
terms — as  the  greatest  of  living  states- 
men. The  reason  why  he  thinks  tiiat — a 
perfectly  honest  and  legitimate  reason — is 
because  he  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
share  together,  passionately  and  eagerly, 

J/r.  Birrell 


what  I  admit  is  a  great  idea.  What  has 
Ireland's  share  been  in  this  great  idea  ? 
The  sale  of  Cobden's  spectacles  in  Ireland 
has  never  been  very  great ;  Iroluid,  if  we 
are  to  believe  Irishmen,  and  sometimes 
we  do,  has  been  twice  ruined,  ruined  by 
protection  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
well  nigh  ruined  by  Free  Trade  in  the  nine- 
teenth century.  The  Colonial  Premiers 
when  they  came  over  here  the  other  day 
were  received  by  all  Parties  with  the  ut- 
most cordiality.  Gentlemen  opposite  ad- 
mired them  enormously,  even  perhaps 
more  than  I  did,  th^  admired  their 
oratory,  their  political  wisdom,  their 
financial  insight.  But  they  were  not  the 
only  people  who  treated  the  Colonial 
Premiers  with  courtesy  and  kindness,  or 
who  interchanged  ideas  with  them.  The 
only  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
any  number  of  these  gentiemen'was  at  an 
Irish  banquet.  I  found  them  hob' 
nobbing  with  eztramrdinary  friendship 
and  good  feeling  with  representatives 
from  Ireland,  in  fact  they  none  of  them 
made  any  disguise  about  it  that  they  wore 
all  Home  Rulers  together.  I  am  only 
suggesting  that  here  is  a  dominant  idea 
which  may  bind  all  the  world  together. 
Paris  was  worth  a  mass  to  Henry  IV. ; 
perhaps  seventy  or  eighty  votes  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  may  some  day  be 
worth  some  modification  of  our  system. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  speeches  that 
may  be  made  to-night  or  any  other  night, 
in  this  House  or  in  the  country,  there  is 
no  man  in  this  House  who  does  not  know 
perfectly  well  at  the  bottom  of  his  mind 
that  sooner  or  later,  by  one  Party  or  the 
other,  there  will  be,  and  there  must  be, 
very  substantial  modifications  made  in 
our  relations  with  Ireland  and  in  our 
form  of  governing  that  country.  It 
must  come.  The  noble  Lord,  of  course, 
is  a  Party  man,  and  made  a  Party  speech, 
and  naturally  he  referred  to  what  he 
called  the  Bevolution  Bill — the  Irish 
Coimcil  BilL  I  admit  that  sometimes 
there  has  been  what  might  be  celled  a 
conspiracy  of  silence  about  that  Bill.  I 
have  not  joined  that  conspiracy  of  silence, 
though,  being  a  very  modest  man,  it  is  no 
part  of  my  business,  having  been  acco- 
ciated  with  its  introduction  and  its  failure 
to  go  about  the  country  calling  attention 
to  its  ments.  Let  the  dead  bury  its  dead. 
All  I  can  say  ]%lm  8^<Ge>0gte>*  that 
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measure,  uid  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  any  cause  to  be  ashamed 
of  it  in  any  way.    I  think  it  would 
have  been  a  very  good  thing  if  that 
measure  had  received  fuller,  freer,  and 
fairer  discuBBiou  in  the  City  of  Dublin, 
whatever  judgment  the  Irish  people 
had  ultimately  passed  upon  it.   I  quite 
agree  that  that  measure  was  not,  and  was 
never  intraded  to  be,  a  substitute  in 
any  way  for  Home  Rule.  It  was  some- 
times said  to  be  a  halfway  house  to  Home 
Bule ;    well,  it  might  have  proved  bo. 
If  there  is  going  to  be  Home  Bule  some 
day,  everything  you  do  will  contribute 
to  Home  Bule.   If  there  is  not  going  to 
be  Home  Bule  a  substituted  mode  of 
government  will  tell  against  it.   It  was 
not  in  any  sense  Home  Rule,  but  it  would 
have  handed  over  to  the  Irish  people  an 
important  measure  of  control  in  all  the 
four  or  five  chief  departments  of  the 
State.    The  great  regret  I  have  now 
in  looking  back — it  was  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule — to  the  speech  I  made  in 
intxodudng  that  measu»  is  that  I  should 
have  been  led  astray,  by  reading,  to 
enumerate  a  great  number  of  perfectly 
trumpery  Bouds  which  exist  in  Dublin — 
about  which  far  too  much  fuss  has  been 
made,  for  they  vill  be  found  existing  in 
other  places  besides  Dublin — and  did 
not  concentrate  myself  more  than  I  did 
on  the  fact  that  the  Bill  would  have 
handed  over 'm  Irishmen  the  administra- 
tion of  the  four  or  five  mun  things 
which  sensible  men  would  desire  to 
administer.    I  have  enjoyed  this  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  better  speech  on 
behalf  of  that  Bill  than  I  did  when  I 
introduced  it,  and  pass  from  that  subject, 
which,  I  quite  agree,  in  no  way  aSects  the 
relative   position   of   Ireland  towards 
Home  Rule,  ci  the  Liberal  Party  towards 
Home  Rule.   I  desire  to  impress  on 
the  House  that,  apart  altogether,  from 
nationality,    national    feeling,  pride, 
emotion,  and  past  history,  which  nobody 
but  a  fool  ever  overlooks,  I  find  thu 
question  staring  me  in  the  face,  that 
there  is  no  time  in  this  House  to  do  the 
thii^  which  Ireland  imperatively  needs, 
whidi  it  is  admitted  that  she  needs, 
and  which  she  must  receive  unless  mis- 
fortunes and  miseries  are  to  dog  her 
path,  and  unless  her  final  conne  tion  with 
this  country  is  to  be  our  everlasting 
shame.   We  all  know  that  there  is  a 


great  congestion  in  tlus  House,  that 
England  and  Scotland  have  to  be  put 
off,  but  I  say  Ireland  cannot  afford 
to  be  put  off.   She  cannot  afford  to 
have  her  education  delayed,  or  her  local 
government    left    unreformed    in  its 
present    state.    There    are  constant, 
steady,     and     innumerable  reforms 
necessary.   There   is   the    land  ques- 
tion.  It  is  charactOTistdc  of  English- 
men to  belieye  that  when  they  have 
introduced  now  arid  again,  under  the 
pressure  of  circumstances,  a  concession 
to  Ireland,  as  in  1903,  they  can  say 
farewell  to  Ireland.   There  is  the  noble 
Lord ;   a  better  informed  man  in  many 
respects  you  will  not  find;   he  knows 
all  about  Turkey  and  the  East.   But  I 
venture  to  say  he  knows  very  little 
about  the  present  state  of  the  land 
question  in  Ireland.    And  yet  those 
who  are  compelled  to   consider  this 
question  know  that  at  this  very  moment 
the  land  question  in  Ireland  is  perhaps 
as  serious  as  it  ever  was  before.  The 
financial  system  on  which  the  land 
money  is  forthcoming  has  broken  down. 
A  document  has  been  lodged  on  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  it  suggests  certain 
courses  and  substantial  alterations  which 
will  be  necessary  if  this  land  purchase 
system  is  not  completely  to  break  down. 
The   Estate   Commissioners*   office  is 
completely  blocl^;      the  Congested 
Dislxicts  Board  is  without  funds  to  do 
the  work  of  the  relief  of  congestion  to 
which  tJiis  House  stands  pieced  both 
in  honour  and  money.   All  these  things 
require  constant  Parliamentary  attention 
day  by  day,  week  by  week,  and  month  by 
month.    What  is  the  good  of  a  Chief 
'  Secretary  thinking  about  these  things  ? 
He  may  think  about  them  till  his  hair 
turns  ^y— it  turns  grey,  really,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  time,  and  not  in 
consequence  of  any  official  cares  and 
duties.   He  may  think  till  his  head 
aches,  but  he  cannot  get  the  time  in 
this  House.   Hon.  Members  from  Ulster 
know  that  as  well  as  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway.    There  are  scores 
of  measures  which  are  realty  vitally 
necessary  unless  you  are  going  to  have 
something  like  hell'  in  Ireland — [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  *•  Oh,  oh  !  "] — from  this 
land  question,  which  requires  immediate 
and  constant  attention.    I  am  not  speak- 
I  ing  of  crime  and  murder^I  om^peaking 
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o£  profound  dissatisfaction  and  misery, 
I  am  speaking  of  the  dislocation  of 
Bodety.  Do  hon.  GenUemen  think  they 
need  only  fling  such  an  Act  aa  that  oi 
1903  to  Ireland,  and  tell  the  peasants 
all  over  Ireland  that  the  nioney  is 
forthcoming  to  buy  all  the  lands  by 
which  they  are  surrounded  ?  The  peas- 
ants do  not  perhaps  scan  very  closely 
the  Act,  which  not  even  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Attorney- General  fully  under- 
stands ;  they  believe,  and  an  entitled 
to  believe,  in  consequence  of  the  ittate- 
ments  in  this  House,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Parliament  to  supply  money 
speedily  so  that  landlordism  might  be"- 
abolished  and  peasant  proprietorship 
established  in  its  place  both  in  pastoral 
and  agricultural  land.  That  is  their 
belief ;  they  are,  if  you  like,  excitable, 
and  on  tiiis  question  of  land  have  strange 
views  of  their  own.  But  I  am  persuaded 
that  if  you  introduced  such  land  legisla- 
tion into  East  Anglia  you  would  have  far 
worse  troubles  and  excitement  than  ever 
you  have  among  these  people.  [Opposi- 
tion Cries  of  "  Oh !  "]  I  am  surprised 
that  anyone  should  contradict  it,  except 
those  who  think  t^t  the  peasants  of 
Inland  are  worse  than  those  of  any 
other  country.  What  is  wanted  is  time, 
which  is  not  an  article  of  manufacture. 
Such  legislation  as  you  introduce  is  ex- 
cellent if  you  only  have  the  courage  to 
pursue  it,  and  carry  it  out  properly. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  amend  it.  It 
is  of  no  use  expecting  this  Imperial 
Chamber  to  devote  the  weeks,  months, 
and  years  necessary  to  secure  what  is 
requ^ed  to  do  the  work  of  Ireland. 
Time  presses,  and  what  is  the  good  of 
the  noble  -  Lord  trying  to  pin  us  with 
some  dilemma  or  other  ?  The  fortunes 
of  Ireland  are  not  to  be  destroyed 
by  a  dilemma.  Some  way  out  of  it 
has  to  be  found,  if  only  people  are  well 
disposed.  I  should  not  have  done  right 
if  I  had  not  taken  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  own  belief  that  some 
substantial  modification  is  absolutely 
necessary,  which  will  transfer  to  Ireland 
and  to  the  Irish  people  the  constant, 
steady,  day-by-day,  and  year-by-year 
attention  to  their  own  affairs,  unless 
you  wish  to  see  a  state  of  things  in  Ire- 
land which  we  should  all  deplore.  That 
is  the  view  which  presents  iteelf  in  the 
most  forcible  way  to  my  mind ;  and 


t-here  is  really  nothing  surprising  in  the 
demand  that  Irish  afEairs  should  have 
constant,  steady  attention  in  a  Parlia- 
ment dcnng  notiung  else.    The  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman    tiie   Member  for 
Waterford  desired  me  to  say  what  the 
opinion  of  the  officials  in  Ireland  would 
be.    Well,  I  decline.    Officials  in  Ireland, 
like  officials  elsewhere,  take  their  colour 
from  those  with  whom  they  are  associated. 
If  you  ask  me  what  businesslike  people 
in  Ireland  are  thinking  about,  our  officials 
are  busineealilffi  men,  and  if  you  ask  me 
what  they  are  thinking  about,  not  as 
officials  but  as  businessli^  men,  my 
own  belief  is  that  the  great  bulk  of 
^business  men  in  Ireland  are  searching 
f^  and  thinking  of  some  means  of 
devWoping  the  resources  of  their  country, 
and  ^f  preventing  it  from  sinking  into 
a  state\if  decay.   Well,  you  will  not 
do  much  otf  that  thinking  on  the  floor 
of  this  HoW.    [Cries  of  "Why?"] 
You  will  not>  get  the  time.    You  can 
only  get  the  tiJpne  in  one  session  for  one 
big  contested  ^subject  and  after  that 
it   is   forgotten  \&n6   everything  falls 
behind.   We  hav^  excellent  non-con- 
troversial Bills  be»?re  us  which  have 
no  chance  of  passing.^  and  under  a  Con- 
servative Government?  we  were  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  posirion.   I  am  not 
going  into  the  questiobi  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  189' 
feel  I  should  like  to  kn 
never  shall — what  is  the 
gentlemen   opposite  abou 
Are  they  glad  they  passed 
sorry  ?    I  should  be  very 
a  straightforward  answer  t 
tion.    At  a  time  when  I 
about  Ireland,  there  seemed  t 
a  good  deal  of  sense  in  what 
Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord 
that  at  a  time  when  there  was  _ 
profound  p(^tical  discontent  in\^l*id 
it  wa  s  a  little  dangerous  to  give  thef*  ^*  ^ 
government  before  you  had  atteP^P***^ 
to  solve  the  greater  and  more  impl^'***^* 
difficulty.    That  was  the  view  hP^  ^7 
two  very  distinguished  men.  H</^®.^6'» 
they  altered  their  views,  or  thei*  '^ews 
were  put  on  one  aide  by  the 
of  events,  and  the  Local  Go 
Aot  was  passed  ;  and  we  have  Cj 
heard  from  Unionist  platformj 
mark  that  it  has  been  a  failure 
of  course,  had  some  ex 
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Bnaidei^  of  tiie  Local  OoTemment 
Board,  and  in  my  judgment  it  lias, 
perhaps  with  the  exception  of  a  single 
«ounty,   worked   extremely   well  and 
wottomically.    And  when  you  ask  about 
teligious  pieferencea,  I  must  eay  the 
figures  quoted  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite,  which  I  know  to 
be  perfectly  soouiate,  dispose  of  that 
suggestion  as  completely  as  it  can  be 
disposed  (rf.   If  you  ask  me  whether 
contracts  in  Ireland  are  always  con- 
sidered on  their  merits,  whether  the 
personal  element  never  enters  into  them 
—of  course  it  does.   We  have  our  own 
state  of  things  here  at  home.    I  know  of 
nothing  in  &eland  to  equal  revelations 
made  in  municipal  afiairs  in  this  country. 
Allowing  for  peisonal  preference  and 
iac  other  influences  which  work  in  all 
bodies,  Irish  contracts  have  been  well 
administered   and   Irish   business  has 
been  marvellously  well  done  by  men 
vho— one    would   have   thought  until 
the^e  heavy  duties  were  impcoed  upon 
them — had   very  little  fitness  or  ez- 
peiience  for  it.    But  it  was  a  stupendous 
experiment  for  a  respoiuible  (iovern- 
meat  to  entrust  this  difficult  and  elaborate 
work  to  a  class  of  persons  who  had 
never  had  any  experience  of  the  kind 
before,  and  the  great  bulk  of  whom, 
it  was  known,  were  animated  by  very 
strong  national  feelings  and  very  strong 
political  prejudices.    I  say  tixey  have 
done  thax  wwk  well,  and  that  great 
aod  rash  experiment,  as  I  think  it  was, 
u  rash,   experiments  sometimes  are, 
has  been  justified  by  results.    Of  course 
the  Liberal  Party  is  a  Home  Rule  Party. 
There  can  be  no  sort  of  doubt  about  that. 
[Ironical  Opposition  cheers.]   I  say  it 
is  a  Home  Rule  Party.    At  the  last 
election  a  number  of  persons,  including 
ayseU,  gave  what  amounted  to  a  sub- 
stantia   promise.     Although    I  was 
uxions  to  avail  myself  of  every  practical 
opportunity   of   carrying   through  an 
snendment  of  our  relations  with  Ireland 
in  that  respect,  I  never  disguised  from  the 
tlectors  of  North  Bristol  that  having 
t^rd  to  the  vast  number  of  questions 
Wbnethe  electors  at  that  time  I  was  fully 
persuaded  it  would  be  impossible  to 
expect  the  Parliament  to  be  elected  to 
devote  at  any  rate  the  whole  of  one 
8eask>n  to  the  introduction  and  passing 
through,  this  House  of  Home  Rule.  It 
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would  involve,  unless  the  House  of  Lords 
altered  its  mind,  another  election,  and 
therefore  it  was  outside  practical  politics 
to  enter  into  consideration  of  the  question. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  far  it  was 
wise  or  fcolish  to  give  such  a  pledge.  I 
am  bound  to  say  I  shall  not  do  it  again, 
for  reasons  which  I  think  will  commend 
themselves  to  some  people's  minds.  But 
the  pledge  bas  done  nobody  any  harm ; 
it  has  not  done  Ireland  any  harm.  The 
fact  is  thatin  our  politics  you  cannot  deter- 
mine, and  it  does  not  lie  altogether  with 
the  deliberate  will  of  so  called  statesmen 
to  determine,  what  shall  be  the  questions 
which  are  decided  at  a  general  election. 
You  cannot  do  it,  and,  if  I  may  make  the 
remark  in  further  candour,  that  is  the 
danger  which  Home  Rule  is  in  at  the 
present  moment.  At  a  general  election  you 
cannot  get  the  predominant  partner  to 
think  about  anything  he  does  not  want  to 
think  about.  I  say  there  are  at  present  par- 
ticular questions  of  great  interest  and  of 
a  controversial  character  which  English 
people  wUl  discuss  whether  Irish  people 
wish  them  to  do  so  or  not,  and  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  any  of  us  to  put  a  par- 
ticular question  to  the  predominant 
partner  for  determination.    That,  in  my 
judgment,  ia  one  of  the  reasons  for  pro- 
testing against  the  present  unjust  treat- 
ment of  Ireland  in  this  matter.  Ireland 
is  linked  to  a  great  and  wealthy  nation 
full  of  serious  ideas,  thinking  of  all  sorts 
of  novel  things — ^things  dear  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  things  dear  to 
hon.   Gentlemen  below  the  gangway. 
Every  kind  of  interest  is  clashing  and 
striving  for  predominance,  and  poor  Ire- 
land is  left  behind ;  she  has  not  the 
power  to  make  her  presence  felt,  and  she 
is  left  in  a  position  which  to  my  mind 
is  fatal  to  hei  proper  development  and 
to  her  just  and  true  interest.    I  appeal 
to  all  practical  politicians  whether  that 
is  not  a  fact.   Who  can  say  what  will  be 
the  dominant  issue  at  the  next  general 
election  ?   I  do  not  want  to  use  the 
expression  "  mandate."    I  do  not  al- 
together recognise  the  theory  of  tl  e 
mandate,  but  I  do  recognise  that  this 
House,  being  the  representatives  for  the 
most  part  of  the  great  English  people, 
will  find  themflelves,  whethw  l^y  uke 
it  or  not,  compelled  to  deal  first  with 
those  questions  which  have  excited  the 
deep  interest  and  aroused^  the  ^rong 
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feelings  of  the  electOTS  as  a  wliole. 

Theref  re,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any- 
body t>  8  iy  how  or  to  what  extent  Home 
Rule  c;»  L  be  made  a  practical  issue  at  the 
next  election.    But  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  Liberal  Party  will  maintain  the 
position  they  have  occupied  aa  strong 
advocates  of  Home  Rule.   I  will  give 
yon  that  party  advantage.  I  know  what 
you  want  it  for — to  serve  you  a  turn  along 
with  beer  and  a  good  many  other  things, 
and  to  enable  you  to  make  a  very  good 
figure,  in  your  judgment,  at  the  next 
election.    But  I  say  that  if  the  Irish 
people  desire,  as  I  think  they  well  may, 
that  this  question  should  be  prominently 
before  the  Ei^Ush  people  at  the  next 
election  so  that  a  vote  may  be  taken  upon 
it  in  some  such  way  as  to  make  it  possible, 
probable  even,  that  some  efiect  should 
bejgiven  to  their  wishes  by  legislative 
enactment,  they  will  do  well  to  make 
it  perfectly  clear  and  plain  what  their 
proposals  are  and  what  they  will  accept, 
and  to  deal  quite  fran^y  with  ^e 
difEiciiItieSt  with  all  of  which  the  hon. 
and  t  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Waterford  dealt  in  the  course  of  his 
closely  reasoned  speech,  to  which  I  am 
Borry  the  noble  Lord  did  not  give  closer 
attention  in  his  reply.    Let  us  know 
what  these  proposals  are,  what  the 
safeguards  are  for  the  minority  in 
Ireland.   Make  it  perfectly  plain,  so 
that  the  English  may  see,  as  I  believe 
they  are  perfectly  ready  to  see,  that 
the  present  Parliamentary  system  is 
wholly  an  impasse  so  far  as  Irish  affairs 
are   concerned.    I   have   little  doubt 
that,  if  that  course  is  taken,  and  that 
is  made  perfectly  plain,  the  great  majority 
of  the  Liberal  electorate,  at  any  rate — 
I  cannot  answer  for  those  who  think 
otheiwise — will  r^y  round  the  cause 
with  which  their  name  has  been  long 
and  honourably  associated,  to  do  their 
best  and  not  leave  it  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  solve  this  great  difficidty. 

•Me.  butcher  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) said  he  would  not  follow  the  Chief 
Secretary  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  Irish 
adnunistrative  pTublems ;  he  would  rather 
call  back  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
some  of  the  greater  issues  which  underlay 
the  momentous  question  which  had  been 
brought  before  them  that  afternoon.  As 
hB  listened  to  the  speech  oi  the  hon.  and 

Mr.Birrta, 


learned  Member  for    Wat«f«d,  he 

wondered  whether  he  recollected  the 
debates  which  took  place  in  the  years. 
1886  and  1893.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  told  them  that  all  the  great  ob- 
jections to  Home  Rule  had  by  this  time 
been  removed,  falsified  by  evokts.  But 
there  were  certain  cuduial  objectaima 
which  were  as  valid  now  as  they  were 
then.   To-day,  tbey  knew  more  even  than 
in  1886  as  to  the  Imperial  beanngs  of 
the  problem.    The  questions  raised  were 
not    the   subtleties   of  constitutional 
lawyers,  they  touched  at  vital  points  the 
daily  working  of  the  House  of  Gommona 
and  the  principles  of  Imperial  administra- 
tion.   In  the  fight  of  those  discussions  an 
abstract  resolution  in  favour  of  Hom& 
Rule  was  futile  and  meaningless.    It  was 
easy  to  reel  oS  the  glib  formula  about 
a  separate  Parliament  and  a  separate 
executive ;  it  presented  no  great  difficulty 
till  the  care  to  grapple  with  a  scheme  and 
express  Home  Rule  in  legislative  form. 
M%ny  in  this  House  would  remember  that 
in  both  the  Bills  Mr.  Gladstone  brought 
forward,  there  was  one  organic  detail,  aa 
he  called  it,  which  went  to  the  heart  of 
the  Home  Rule  problem.   It  was  this. 
Were  the  Irish  Members  to  be  out  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  or  in  it  1    If  out,, 
as  under  the  Bill  of   1836,  then  the 
efEective  supremacy  of  Parlmment  was 
gone ;  its  last  symbol  was  removed  ;  it 
remained  a  mere  phrase,  a  shadowy 
sovereignty,  a  paper  supremacy.   If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Irish  Menibers  were 
to  foe  in  the  House  of  Conunons,  or  half 
in,  half  out,  as  under  the  Bill  of  1893, 
then  in  the  words  of  the  pxdsent  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  they  became — 

"  Arbkers  and  mastera  of  Engliah  policy 
end  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  Britiidi  Adminis- 
trations." 

The  result  would  be  that  on  successive 
days  there  might  be  two  majorities  in  this 
House  supporting  opposite  policies,  ac- 
cording as  the  Irish  Members  were 
present  or  absent.  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  had  just  now  said  that  the 
future  of  Ireland  was  not  to  be  destroyed 
by  a  dilemma.  But  this  dilemma  waa 
not  a  bit  of  mere  verbal  logic,  it  was  a 
matter  afiecting  every  department  of 
Imperial  policy.  The  reason  why  the 
question  of  the  retention  or  exclusion  of 
the  Irish  Members  never  was  solved  waa 
that  it  was  insoluble.  ^^r^??f 
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ffilb  were  an  attempt  to  do  the  thing 
that  was  impossible — to  make  IreUnd  at 
once  a  part  and  not  a  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  There  was  not  merely  no 
halfway  house  between  the  Union  and 
Home  Rule ;  there  was  nonebetween  the 
Union  and  Irish  Independence. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  said 
most  truly  that  an  entirely  new  situa- 
tion had  been  created  in  Ueland  since 
1886  and  1893.    A  great  measure  of  land 
purchase  had  been  passed.    An  argu- 
ment for  Home  Rule  had  been  founded 
on  that  measure.   It  was  said  that  the 
Boi)  of  Ireland  was  being  transferred  to 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  that  there- 
fore the  Government  of  the  country 
onght  in  like   manner   to    be  trans- 
ferred.   No  doubt  the  Land  Purchase 
Act  was  a  new  and  imp3rtant  factor 
in  the  H'>me  Rule  question.  British 
czedit  had  been  pledged  to  the  extent 
of  £100,000,000,  perhaps  £150,000,000. 
But  did  not  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  the  fact  point  in  ^another  direction. 
The  British  people  might  fairly  claim  to 
have  some  adequate  security  for  the 
repayment  of  that  enormous  sum.  Al- 
though he  admitted  that  hitherto  no 
loans  had  better  been  repaid  than  the 
sums  advanced  for  land  porohase,  he 
maintained  that  the  only  guarantee  for  the 
continued,  orderly  and  punctual  repay- 
ment of  that  money  lay  in  having  an 
executive  directly  responsible  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament.    But  there  was 
another  side  to  land  purchase.    It  in- 
volved a  great  agrarian  and  social  re- 
volution— ^peaceful,  but  none  the  less 
a  revolution.   A  long  land  war  was 
drawing  to  an  end ;  the  first  necessity 
was  repose,  a  respite  from  political 
turmoil.   Already  new  and  burning  ques- 
tions had  arisen.    Wild  hopes  had  been 
aroused.   The  transfer  o£  land  would 
evidently  be  no  simple  matter.  A  move- 
ment for  the  redistribution  of  land  was  on 
foot.  Landless  and  lawless  men  backed 
by  the  branches  of  the  United  Irish 
League  were  pushing  the  movement. 
It  had  begun  in  two  counties  in  the  west, 
it  had  now  spread  to  ten  or  twelve. 
No  one  in  his  senses  could  hand  over  the 
Qovemment  of  Ireland  at  such  a  moment 
to  an  Irish  Encutive. 


Apart  from  these  difficulties  the  new 
peasant  proprietors  needed  to  be  trained 
to  new  habits  and  to  learn  new  methods. 
For  yeara  to  come  they  would  need  that 
training.  Without  it  the  mere  transfer 
of  land  must  fail  of  its  object;  it  might 
even  prove  to  be  economicidly  disastrous. 
What  was  proposed  1  That  to  the 
agrarian  revolution  there  should  be 
added  a  political  revolution ;  that  be- 
tween the  land  war  now  expiring  and 
the  new  order  of  things  about  to  be 
established  they  should  sandwich  in  a 
constitutional  change  which  altered  the 
relations  of  the  three  kingdoms.  At  a 
moment  when  social  rest  was  the  most 
presaioj;  of  all  needs,  and  the  first  condi- 
tion of  industrial  progress,  they  were  a  ;ked 
to  fling  the  country  back  into  poUtics  and 
divide  all  Ireland  into  two  actively 
hostile  camps.  It  meant  years  of  unrest 
and  ferment,  disturbing  to  agriculture^ 
paralysing  to  industry.  It  was  un- 
profitable to  run  at  the  same  time  two 
ideas  so  different  as  social  reconstruction 
and  political  revolution.  In  that  up- 
heaval agriculture  and  industry  must 
go  under.  Folitioal  passions  were  the 
death  of  economic  progress. 

Another  fact  in  the  new  situation  was 
that  Ireland  now  enjoyed  local  govern- 
ment. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
urged  its  success  as  an  argument  for 
Home  Rule.  But  how  had  those  powers 
been  exercised  ?  What  had  been  the 
treatment  of  the  nunoril7  ?  True,  in- 
deed, local  afEairs  had  not  on  the  whole 
been  financially  mismanaged ;  but  the 
Irish  Party  had  missed  one  of  the  greatest 
opportunities  they  ever  had  for  com- 
mending Home  Rule  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  They  might  haTO 
impressed  the  people  of  England  with 
th^  generosity  towards  the.  minority. 
But  what  happened  1  In  the  whole 
province  of  Mjnster  there  were  only  two 
Unionists  on  the  county  councils  as 
against  217  Nationalists ;  in  Connaught 
there  were,  he  believed,  two  Unionists 
to  142  Nationalists.  In  fourteen  oountieft 
there  was  only  a  single  Unionist]  councillor 
to  be  found.  In  all  Ireland  out  of  a 
total  of  951  members  of  county  councils 
only  134  were  Unionists,  and  116  of  those 
were  in  Ubter.  That  state  of  things 
had  come  about  by  offio^  i^i^^^f 
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the  United  Irish  League.  He  did  not 
complain  of  this.  Many  TJnioniste  wIlo 
were  in  favour  of  giving  local  government 
to  Ireland  foresaw  that  this  would 
probably  happen ;  but  none  the  less 
the  Unionist  Party  resolved  to  give  it, 
and  rightly  so,  their  position  being 
tiiet  Ireland  should  have  every  privilege, 
and  every  constitutional  r^ht  that  was 
enjoyed  by  the  rest  of  the  United  King- 
dom. He  quite  underatood  the  principle 
of  retaliation.  The  Nationalists  said 
it  was  their  turn  to  be  uppermost,  and 
they  meant  to  be  uppermost.  The 
minority  accepted  the  fact  but  took 
note  of  it.  Historic  causes  were  pleaded 
for  it.  Yes,  and  those  historic  causes 
would  not  be  removed  by  Home  Rule 
but  intenrafied  in  their  action.  Ireland 
was  deeply  divided  by  difierence  of 
race,  creed,  and  tradition.  The  two 
Irelands  were  inveterately  opposed  ;  and 
no  scheme  of  Home  Rule  could  work 
magic  and  get  rid  of  these  deep-seated 
causes.  But,  he  submitted,  the  manage- 
ment of  local  affairs  was  one  thing 
and  the  larger  rights  of  citizenship  were 
another.  To  be  ousted  from  all  manage- 
ment of  local  affairs  was  indeed  galling, 
but  it  was  endurable.  To  be  thrust  out 
from  the  shelter  and  justice  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  was  intolerable.  Irish 
Unionists  claimed  no  pendancy ;  all 
that  they  asked  for  was  equality.  But 
they  protested  against  an  old  ascendancy 
being  replaced  by  a  new  domination. 

As  regards  their  convictions  they 
were  exactly  wVre  they  were  in  1886. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  had  spoken  of  a  considerable  number 
of  landlords  who  had  become  Home 
Rulers  since  that  date.  His  own  belief 
was  that  there  were  not  half-a-dozen 
landlords  in  Ireland  who  had  gone  over ; 
they  had  not  been  so  base  as  to  alter 
their  principles,  because  they  had  their 
purchase  money  in  their  pockets.  The 
minority,  however,  were  not  landlords 
only,  or  Ulstermen  only,  but  included 
scattoed  groups,  and  individuals  all 
over  Ireland.  Ajod  their  demand  was 
this — that  the  administration  of  justice, 
the  repression  of  crime,  the  maintenance 
of  public  order,  and  the  protection  of 
the  rights  of  property  and  the  rights  of 
conscience  should  remain  in  the  keeping 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Let  tiiem 
look  at  Iidand*8  past,  at  the  history  of 
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that  country  riven  with  faction,  and  ask. 
Is  the  demand  unreasonable  ?  But  there 
were  other  minorities  than  that  permanent 
minority — minorities  not  of  race  or 
creed,  or  politics,  but  comprising  all  who 
in  any  part  of  Ireland,  in  town  or  vilh^e 
had  cUrod  to  act  in  defiance  of  a  dominant 
opinion  or  iollow  an  honest  calling  which 
local  tyrants  condemned.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  had  watched  and  waited  to 
see  whether  the  leaders  of  Nationalist 
opinion  in  Ireland  would  ever  utter  a 
word  in  defence  of  individual  human 
liberty.  In  all  that  concerned  the  sufier- 
ings  of  peasants  in  relation  to  their 
landlords  they  had,  no  doubt,  shown 
deep  and  genuine  sympathy.  But  he  had 
never  known  thcon,  either  collectively 
or  as  individuals,  breathe  one  word  in 
defence  of  man,  woman,  or  child — rich 
or  poor — who  was  being  oppressed  by  a 
dominant  majority.  At  this  hour  there 
was  proof  of  it  in  the  persecuted  lives  of 
numbers  of  men  in  various  parts  of  Ire- 
land. Depend  upon  it,  they  could  never 
build  up  the  freedom  of  a  nation  on  the 
servitude  of  the  individual. 

Now  let  them  imagine  what  was  to 
him  almost  unthinkable,  that  a  Home 
Rule  measure  had  been  passed ;  let 
them  think  out  one  or  two  of  the  con- 
sequences. One  immediate  e£Eect  was 
certEun.  Capital  for  a  time,  at  least, 
would  be  withdrawn.  British  credit 
would  have  gone.  There  would  be  a 
growing  and  deepening  poverty.  Hopes 
that  had  been  raised  high  were  doomed 
to  be  disappointed.  It  would  be  a 
moment  of  disillusionment.  The  party 
of  disruption  would  step  in.  They 
would  press  home  their  argument.  It 
was  the  argument  so  often  niforced  by 
the  leader  of  the  Irish  Party  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  They  would  say  :  "  Look 
at  the  material  decline  of  the  country. 
Things  are  going  from  bad  to  worse. 
What  is  the  cause  ?  There  is  no  cause 
but  one.  The  economic  fact  is  the  result 
of  a  political  cause.  It  is  all  due  to  the 
malign  and  blighting  influ^ice  of  the 
British  connection.  We  are  still  tied  up 
with  England.  We  have  no  control  over 
our  fiscal  system.  We  cannot  protect 
our  trade.  We  cannot  endow  our  reli- 
gion. We  cannot  deal  freely  with  our 
education.  We  are  fenced  in  with  vexa- 
tious safeguards;  let  them  be  with- 
diawn.  Lrt  m  fc«^o«i(P^^  Md 
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fiee  our  executive  from  outside  contzoL 
Thus  only  can  we  lealiBe  the  dream  of 

our  race,  the  immemoiial  hope  of  Irish 
patriots."  What  answer  could  or  would 
be  made  ?  Every  argument  now  used 
for  Home  Rule  would  then  come  back 
with  redoubled  force  for  separation. 
And  mark,  there  was  already  in  Ireland 
a  party  who  openly  demanded  separa- 
tion. They  were  not  a  wild  levolu- 
tionary  gang  of  Irish  Americans,  but  a 
party  with  ideas,  and  a  constructive 
party — ^visionary  perhaps,  but  drawing 
into  their  ranks  the  abler  intellect  among 
the  younger  men.  They  were  not  ani- 
mated by  a  mere  barren  hatred  of  England. 
They  appealed  to  the  self-respect  of 
the  nation.  They  desired  to  build  up 
her  industrial  character  and  foster  her 
self 'reliance ;  they  called  on  the  people  to 
work  out  their  own  regeneration.  Would 
the  Parliamentary  Home  Rulers  if  once 
Home  Rule  had  been  granted,  dare  to 
stand  up  against  that  Sinn  Fein  party  ? 
The  thmg  was  inconceivable.  Join  it 
they  would  and  must  from  the  outset  if 
they  were  not  content  to  be  permanently 
e&ced.  And  another  section  of  opinion 
would  by  that  time  have  come  into 
existence.  Friends  who  had  been  be- 
trayed were  sometimes  turned  into  foes. 
Hany  who  were  now  not  even  Home 
Rulers  woiild  then  be  Separatists.  They 
would  throw  themselves  into  the  move- 
ment for  independence  with  the  em- 
bittered sense  of  rejected  loyalty  and  of 
sporaed  allegiance.  Of  two  unspeakable 
calamities — he  hardly  lited  to  say  it,  yet 
he  believed  it  in  his  heart — separation 
would  be  the  lesser  evil,  less  than  the 
long-drawn  agony  of  a  Home  Rule  period 
which  must  inevitably  lead  through 
friction  and  exasperating  misnnderstand- 
ing  to  disintegration. 

He  was  not  blind  to  the  difficulties  of 
the  Unionist  x>08ition.  On  the  otherside, 
however,  fae  placed  the  incalculable,  and 
to  his  mind — ^the  insuperable  dangers  of 
the  Hoine  Rule  policy.  Home  Rule  was 
not  merely  a  political  experiment,  it  was  a 
desperate  gamble  with  Imperial  interests ; 
and  if  it  should  prove  an  error,  it  was  an 
error  which  was  fatal  and  irretrievable. 
Patience  was  needed  in  dealing  with 
Ireland.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
it  was  within  a  brief  period  that  thoroug'a 
remedial  measures  had^been  sttempted. 


They  could  not  hope  in  twenty,  thirty,  or 
forty  years,  to  undo  the  work  of  centuries. 
But  they,  as  Unionists,  were  resolved  to 
go  forward  with  remedial  efforts.  They 
were  determined  to  redress  every  Irish 
grievance,  to  apply  economic  remedies 
to  economic  disorders,  and  to  give  to 
Irelind  everything  that  ootdd  be  given  in 
justice,  in  guneroaity,  and  with  safety.  But 
there  was  need  of  courage  as  well  as 
patience  in  the  affairs  of  nations ;  and  if 
ever  this  country  should  grow  faint- 
hearted and  feeble  of  purpose,  if  ever  she 
should  abandon  her  great  task  through 
weariness  or  despair,  and  fall  back 
upon  the  mad  project  of  discussion, 
then  it  would  not  be  Ireland  only  that 
would  be  lost  to  the  Empire. 

Ur.  HASTERUAN.  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  he  had  listened  with  great  interest 
to  the  speeches  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  moved  the  Amendment  and  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  or 
to  the  more  practical  part  of  them, 
which  dealt  with  tiie  future,  rather  than 
to  that  which  recapitulated  the  past; 
because  he  must  confess  that  on  this 
particular  question  many  of  them,  especi- 
ally the  younger  of  tiiem,  who  had  made 
some  attempt  to  study  the  Irish  question 
in  Ireland  and  in  England,  were  far  more 
concerned  with  the  new  circumstances 
than  with  any  attempt  to  fight  over 
again  ancient  battles  and  old  a^ments 
which  had  continued  for  so  long,  and 
which  were  &miliar  to  every  Bfember  of 
the  House.  In  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University,  to  whom  he 
always  listened  with  the  very  greatest 
pleasure  because  of  the  earnestness  of 
his  statements  and  of  the  eloquent  way 
in  which  they  were  presented,  he  could 
find  no  kind  of  hope  in  the  suggested 
remedies  which  he  offered  for  what  was 
acknowledged  by  all  to  be  a  very  pro- 
found scandal  to  British  Government 
as  at  present  constituted.  The  second 
part  of  the  hon,  Qentleman's  speech 
was  devoted  to  a  demonstration  which 
it  seemed  to  him  required  the  assump- 
tion that  Ireland  was  in  a  thoroughly 
desirable  condition  at  present.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  Ireland  wanted  repose, 
and  he  offered  to  give  Ireland  that 
repose  by  a  continuance  of  resolute 
government.  Had  that  resolute  govern- 
ment given  Ireland,. repo^euEor  .^.last 
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tventy  years  1  The  hon.  Membei  had 
said    that    what    was   wanted  was 

the  sinking  of  the  present  violence 
and  political  dissension  in  Ireland.  He 
had  listened  to  a  great  many  violent 
speeches,  but  he  had  never  listened  to 
oae  more  violent  than  that  delivered 
by  the  hon.  Membei  for  Cambridge 
XJniyerFity  in  attacking  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  in  regard  to  Home 
Role. 

Me.  butcher  :  No  ;  I  did  not. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  them  that  no  kind  of  protection 
was  given  to  loyalists  in  the  South  and 
West  of  Ireland  at  present. 

Mb.  butcher  :  I  said  nothing  of 
the  kind.  I  did  not  allude  to  the  pro- 
tection given  to  them  at  present. 


Mb.  MASTERMAN  said  he  was  not 
referring  to  economic  protection  He, 
of  course,  accepted  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said,  but,  so  far  as  he  remembered, 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  was  that 
they  were  persecuted,  and  that  if  they 
sought  redress  they  found  none.  In  order 
to  cany  out  the  policy  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambric^e  University  the  Con- 
servative Party  would  have  to  be  per- 
manently in  power,  which  was  a  very 
unlikely  thing ;  secondly,  they  would  re- 
quire a  readjustment  of  Chief  Secretaries 
within  that  Party,  and,  thirdly,  they  would 
have  to  assume  that,  during  the  remainder 
of  this  century,  or  any  other  century, 
the  Irish  people  (who  according  to  the 
hon.  Member's  own  statistics,  had  united 
by  something  like  216  to  two  in  protest 
against  that  system),  were  going  to 
accept  it  in  perpetuity.  In  other  words, 
according  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Kensington,  in  his  most  eloquent 
speech,  they  were  to  govern  Ireland 
irrespective  of  what  Ireland's  interests 
were,  and  just  in  accordance  with  what 
they  considered  were  England's  interests. 
That  was  a  kind  of  argument  leading 
to  a  form  of  Government  which  must 
be  for  ever  repugnant  to  anything  like 
liberal  conditions.  No  one  who  had 
followed  the  course  of  events  during  the 
past  twenty  years  could  doubt  that 
the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in 
English  politics,  and  especially  in  Liberal 
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politics,  were  makii^  away  from  that 
particular  fear  which  they  felt  so  strongly 
twenty  years  ago — that  Imperial  ideas 
would  be  shattered  by  the  granting  of 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland.  It  was,  however, 
practically  only  the  demand  of  the 
Colonies  for  self-government.  It  would 
be  very  difficult  to  find  any  colonial 
Prime  Minister  who  was  not  himself  an 
ardent  Home  Ruler,  Of  course,  the  first 
act  of  any  Imperial  Senate  such  as 
sometimes  figured  in  the  speeches  of  hon- 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  be  just  the 
granting  of  self-government  to  Ireland. 
The  whole  new  vision  of  Imperial  con- 
solidation, which  was  no  longer  a  matter 
of  sentiment  but  of  practical  common- 
sense,  made  away  from  that  particular 
care  which  animated  people  twenty 
years  ago  in  this  country,  and  wUch 
animated  a  dwindling  number  to-day. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  were  now  anxious. 
They  were  anxious  when  the  Irish  Council 
Bill  was  introduced  ;  they  were  anxious 
over  this  Motion,  and  appeared  as  the 
defenders  of  great  Imperial  interests. 
He  noticed  that  a  very  specific  allusion  to 
Home  Rule  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  received  with  a  kind  of  glee  by  hon 
Gentlemen  above  the  gangway,  as  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a  con- 
fession of  some  almost  improper  method 
of  behaviour.  But  they  found  that  the 
Imperial  Party  themselves  were  in  pro- 
cess of  disintegration,  in  their  determina- 
tion to  place  another  great  question  in 
front  of  the  great  question  of  the  Union. 
If  he  rightly  understood  the  correspon- 
dence which  had  been  carried  on  in  the 
newspapers  of  recent  days,  one  half  of  the 
Unionist  Party  was  engaged  in  trying 
to  effect  the  political  assassination  of 
the  other,  not  because  they  were  want- 
ing in  devotion  to  the  Unionist  cause, 
but  because  they  would  not  toe  the 
line  of  some  particular  economic  •  or 
Protectionist  propaganda.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  a  little  difficult  for 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  say  to  them 
and  to  the  country  that  they  were  still 
defenders  of  the  Union,  and  that  its 
destruction  would  be  the  greatest  injury 
that  could  be  done  to  Imperial  interests. 
He  wondered  whether  the  challenge 
would  be  maintained  if  it  were  a  question 
between  their  being  able  to  get  Protec- 
tion if  they  granted  self-government  to 
Ireland,  and  of  their  npt^being^ble  to 
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get  it  if  they  draiied  BeU-goTemment  to 
Inkmd.  That  was  a  situation  which  was 
not  impossible ;  it  was  one  which  they 
might  iiave  even  in  the  next  twenty  years. 
A  Qomber  of  hon.  Members  on  the  Liberal 
benches  appeared  to  have  made  pledges 
that  they  would  vote  against  a  Home 
Role  Bill  if  it  were  presented  in  this 
Fariiament.  For  hunself,  though  he  was 
asked  to  make  pledges,  he  nevei  dreamt 
<tf  making  them,  but  he  had  stated  very 
definitely  that  if  a  Home  Rule  Bill  were 
introduced  he  would  support  it,  and,  as 
Car  as  he  could  judge  from  analysis  of  the 
votes,  he  did  not  think  that  he  lost 
a  single  vote.  He  honestly  believed 
that  this  great  fear,  which  was  mainly 
owing  to  the  condition  of  politics  twenty 
years  ago,  had  altogethw  gone  away, 
And  the  feelings  which  existed  In  the 
«ady  eighties  were  not  those  of  this 
century.  That  fear  when  it  came  to  be 
laced  would  prove  to  be  very  largely 
delusive.  An  organised  attempt  had 
been  made  during  the  autumn  to  reveal 
Ireland  as  in  a  state  of  incipient  revolu- 
tion, to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
Eogliah  electors  about  cattle-driving,  with 
vague  suggestions  of  outrages  behind — 
working  up  that  old  spirit  which  more 
than  anything  else  was  the  real 
reason  why  Home  Rule  had  not  been 
caixied,  the  spirit  of  racial  and  religious 
antagonism  against  the  vast  majority  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  No  agitation  in 
Tccant  years  had  more  dismally  failed. 
He  had,  for  his  misfortune,  had  to 
be  concerned  with  trying  to  catch 
the  varying  ciirrent  of  opinion  in  a 
Urge  mimber  of  bye-elections.  He 
did  not  believe  that  at  any  bye-election 
in  the  autumn  ten  votes  were  in  the  least 
degree  influenced  by  the  cattle-driving 
in  Ireland.  Although  he  did  not  deny 
titat  some  of  those  bye-elections  had 
caused  a  temporary  unhappiness  amongst 
certain  Members  of  the  Liberal  Party,  he 
could  honestly  affirm — he  might  be 
wrong — that  the  great  mass  of  the  work- 
ing people  of  the  country,  who  ultimately 
decided  political  questions,  had  changed 
tkeir  attitude  in  this  matter.  They 
heard  it  very  widely  stated  that  the  old 
heroic  vision  of  some  great  and  generous 
action  in  granting  Home  Rule  to  Ireland, 
vhich  inspired  the  Liberal  Party  twenty 
yean  ago,  mainly  through  the  inspiration 
«|  one  man,  had  largely  died  away ;  but 


in  the  present  condition  of  Ei^land  there 
had  also  died  away  the  prejudices,  the 
fears,  and  the  hatreds  which  unfortu- 
nately had  checked  the  granting  of  what 
would  have  opened  up  a  new  chapter  in 
the  relations  between  England  and  Ire- 
land. The  difficulty  as  to  Home  Rule 
at  present  was  what  had  been  laid  down 
by  the  Chief  Secretary.  It  was  not  that 
England  cared  too  much,  but  that  * 
England  cared  too  little  about  it.  Ab 
one  who  greatly  desired  to  see  this  reform, 
he  put  his  faith  in  the  giving  of  that 
reform  within  a  reasonable  time,  in  the 
hope  that  England  would  be  roused 
by  one  side  or  the  other  to  take  a 
profound  interest  in  the  question. 
Iceland  would  get  self-government  in 
one  or  at  most  two  successive 
Parliaments,  when  her  representa- 
tives would  hold  the  balance  of  power. 
To-night  they  had  beard  once  again  a 
revival  of  the  emphasis  upon  certain 
difficulties  in  the  working  out  of  such  a 
scheme  which  were  threshed  out  before 
the  British  electorate  over  ten  years  ago 
and  upon  which  most  people  had  made 
up  their  minds.  But  those  difficulties 
did  not  prevent  the  House  declaring  in 
favour  of  what  would  have  been  a  reason- 
able and  practical  measure  of  Irish  Home 
Rule.  But  surely  twenty  years  of  resolute 
government,  judged  by  any  kind  of  test 
which  'could  be  applied  by  those  who 
looked  upon  the  matter  with  an  impartial 
view,  stood  condemned  by  the  verdict  of 
history  as  having  failed  in  just  that 
particular  enterprise  which  it  set  itself 
to  accomplish.  That  twenty  years  was 
now  at  an  end  and  it  had  not  produced 
a  prosperous  jdeld.  Tl^e  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  University  had  spoken 
about  the  unexampled  generosity  with 
which  Ireland  had  been  treated  during 
those  twenty  years.  He  knew  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  British  tax- 
payers' money  bad  gone  into  the  pockets  of 
the  Irish  landlords,  and  when  that  was 
described  as  generosity  it  made  them 
revise  their  fundamental  definition  of 
what  generosity  was. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  the  gift  of 
peasant  proprietorship  was  the  greatest 
gift  that  had  ever  been  made  to  any 
country. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  that  if  the 
Irish  Land  Act  had  never^'been 
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the  Irisli  tenant  would  have  been  able  to 
make  better  terms  than  he  was  able  to 
make  at  the  present  time.  A  certain 
amount  of  money  had  been  served  out, 
not  to  Irish  peasants,  but  to  people  who 
were  living  under  conditions  which  were 
a  disgrace  to  any  definition  ot  what 
should  be  an  Imperial  race.  And  now 
they  were  asked  to  pat  themselves  on  the 
back  for  the  miseraole  amount  they  had 
Bwred  oat  mider  those  conditions.  But 
there  was  uiother  and  a  very  strong  side 
to  the  picture.  They  had  not  stopped 
emigration  from  Ireland,  which,  he  was 
told,  was  worse  this  year  than  it  had 
been  for  many  years  past.  Their  policy 
had  not  given  anything  like  commercial, 
industrial,  or  t^arian  prosperity  to  Ire- 
land, and  thev  had  not  made  it  an  island 
content  with  its  present  condition. 
Throughout  those  parte  of  Ireland  which 
were  most  afl'ected  they  could  not  find  a 
single  representative  who  would  say  that 
the  twenty  years  of  resolute  ^remment 
was  an  earnest  of  desirable  thmgs  for  the 
future.  That  policy  had  not  stopped 
boycotting  nor  the  rule  of  the  United 
Irish  League,  and  it  had  not  put  an  end 
to  the  village  tyrant,  the  too  insistent 
clericalism  and  all  those  evils  which  it 
was  said  would  make  Home  Rule  im- 
possible. Some  of  them  thought  there 
was  only  one  way  of  remedying  these 
evils.  It  was  better  for  a  nation  to  be 
self-governed  than  well  governed,  and  the 
more  they  came  in  from  outside  as  an 
alien  government  to  settle  those  questions 
the  more  impossible  would  they  find  their 
task.  Those  problems  would  have  to  be 
settled  by  the  people  themselves.  He 
conld  not  understand  anyone  upholding 
Liberal  principles  believing  that  self- 
government  could  be  a  real  menace  to 
the  Empire  or  to  England  as  a  whole. 
In  his  opinion,  there  was  no  other  way 
out  of  the  impasse,  which  was  becoming 
more  intolerable  every  year. 

*Mr  mallet  (Plymouth)  said  that 
he  considered  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  scheme 
was  by  far  the  wisest  solution  of  this 
problem  which  had  ever  been  proposed 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  policy 
of  allowing  their  own  people  to  govern 
themselves  was  the  strength  of  their 
Empire  all  the  world  over,  and  was  the 
only  real  source  of  loyalty  and  freedom. 
But  after  all  that  had  happened,  they 
could  not  attempt  to  settle  this  great 
problem  all  at  once.   After  the  pledges 
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given  at  the  last  election  they  could  noi 

attempt  in  this  Parliament  to  pass 
a  Home  Rule  Bill,  and  be  for  one 
would  be  content  to  accept  any  smaller 
measxire  which  would  take  them  even 
a  little  way  towards  the  end  they  had 
in  view,  which  was  the  government 
of  Ireland,  by  Irishmen,  in  Ireland  and 
not  here.  He  was  convinced  that 
even  amongst  the  Unionist  Party  the 
necessity  for  and  the  reasonableness  of 
Home  Bule  was  beginning  to  make 
way.  He  did  not  want  to  c&U  it  H<nne 
Rule  if  the  term  was  objectionable  to 
hon.  Members  opposite,  but  the  principle 
of  governing  Ireland  by  Irishmen  was 
coming  home  even  to  the  Unionist  Party. 
He  submitted  that  the  scare  against  an 
Irish  Parliament  which  was  worked  up  so 
successfully  in  1886  was  not  due  so 
much  to  the  fear  of  a  Parliament  in 
Dublin,  or  to  any  special  affection 
for  Ohe  legislative  union  which  had 
never  been  anything  but  a  misfor- 
tune to  Ireland  and  a  weakness  to  this 
country.  That  scare  was  due  to  ^e  fear 
of  the  Irish  Land  League,  to  the  fear 
of  violence  and  disorder,  to  the  old 
rancorous  slanders  about  Parnellism 
and  crime  repeated  by  men  who  ought 
to  have  known  better.  That  was 
what  alarmed  the  British  electorate  and 
defeated  Mr.  Gladstcme's  great  design. 
Those  who  believed  in  the  principle  of 
Home  Rule  held  the  opinion  that  when 
those  prejudices  abated  the  feeling  in 
this  country  against  Home  Rule  would 
disappear,  and  once  they  had  patience 
and  order  in  Ireland  the  reaaonab^ness  of 
their  proposals  for  governing  Ireland 
through  the  men  who  knew  her  best 
would  come  home  to  the  minds 
of  the  English  people.  Was  it  not 
clear  from  what  had  happened  in 
the  last  twenty  years  that  that  view 
was  well  justified,  and  that  ideas  of 
self-govern  m  on  t  were  making  way  evraj 
in  the  Unionist  Party  1  Viceroys  and 
Chief  Secretaries  went  over  to  Ireland 
as  Unionists,  and  they  came  back,  not 
perhaps  converted  to  Home  Rule,  but  at 
least  converted  to  a  deep  distrust  in  the 
present  system  of  Irish  administration. 
New  schemes  of  economic  improvement 
sprang  up  under  men  like  Sir  Horace 
Plunkett — whose  loss  to  Irish  adminis- 
tration he  deplored — to  teach  Irishmeir 
the  reconciling  doctrines  of  self-help. 
Everything  else  in  Ireland  changed  and 
altered;  but  the  -^^(^Q^^^ipater 
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Party  ctmUnaed  for  ever,  as  changeless 
and  about  as  cheerful  as  the  grave. 
On  the  other  hand,  following  the 
history  of  the  last  few  years,  when  they 
saw  Unioniat  Viceroys  discussing  drafts 
of  a  devolution  scheme  in  Dublin,  when 
they  saw  Under-Secretaries  who  were 
known  to  be  sympathetic  Home  Rulers, 
appointed  in  Ireland  by  the  Unionist 
Part;f,  when  tbey  saw  a  Chief  Secretai^ 
in  this  House  lending  such  a  sympathebe 
ear  to  those  proposals  that  he  became 
aoepected  even  in  the  camp  of  his 
friends,  then  they  must  admit  that  the 
idea  of  adf-govemment  in  one  form 
or  another  was  making  some  way  in 
tiie  Tory  Party.  He  remembered  an 
interesting  speech  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dover,  in 
which  he  stated  very  clearly  what  the 
policy  of  his  Administration  was,  and  he 
presumed  thai  that  was  still  the  policy 
of  the  Toij  Party.  He  told  them  that 
the  Unionist  poiicy  in  Ireland  had  six  or 
seven  points,  of  which  the  most  im- 
portant was  conciliation.  The  right 
hon.  Glentleman  knew  as  well  as  hon. 
Members  on  that  side  of  the  House  that 
no  reform  was  possible  or  worth  having 
in  Ireland  unless  they  carried  the 
Irish  people  with  them  in  their 
work.  The  Administration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  altogether 
succeed  in  securing  the  support  of  his 
Party,  but  still,  no  one  who  remembered 
the  circumstances  would  deny  that  he 
took  a  line  of  strong  sympathy  with 
Nationalist  aims  in  Trelana  Without 
some  such  sympathetic  administration  no 
policy  in  Inland  could  possibly  succeed. 
It  was  only  when  gentlemen  from  Ireland 
had  a  really  decisive  voice  in  this  House 
that  proposals  would  be  put  forward 
which  perhaps  would  get  this  great 
question  finally  settled.  Whether  they 
called  it  devolution,  or  conciliation,  or 
Home  Rule,  or  anything  else,  sooner  or 
later,  in  one  shape  or  another,  it  was 
bound  to  come.  Sooner  or  later  they 
would  have  to  accept  the  expedient 
recommended  to^ay  in  the  motion  of  the 
Irish  leader,  of  governing  Ireland  accord- 
ing to  Irish  ideas,  through  institutions 
planted  among  the  Irish  people  and 
worked  by  men  whom  the  Irish  people 
trusted. 

Mr.  GEORGE  CLARK  (Belfast,  N.) 
cc»nplimcnted  the  mover  of  the  Resc^u- 


tion  on  the  ability  of  his  speech,  with  the 
sentiment  of  which,  however,  he  entirety 
disagreed.  He  was  th(m>uj^y  convinced 
that  the  grant  of  Home  Rule  to  Ire- 
land would  be  ruinous  to  that  country, 
and  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  the 
Empire.  The  Chief  Secretary  was  over 
in  Ulster  quite  recently,  and  told  them 
that  he  had  got  most  of  his  information 
in  regard  to  Ireland  from  having  three 
times  attended  the  play  of  "  John  BuU 
and  his  Ishmd."  That  might  he  an 
easy  and  entertaining  way  of  studying 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  peo|de, 
but  it  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactoxy 
for  those  who  had  to  live  in  that  country. 
There  were  two  distinct  and  separate 
peoples  in  Ireland — the  Unionists  and  the 
Nationalists,  who  had  no  community 
of  ideals  or  of  purpose.  The  Unionists 
were  British  to  the  core,  and  were  deter- 
mined at  all  costs  that  Ireland  should 
remain  an  integral  portion  of  the  king- 
dom, whereas  the  Nationalists  wanted 
Ireland  for  themselves  alone.  They  made 
no  secret  of  it  and  were  accustomed  to 
boast  in  season  and  out  of  season  of  their 
antipathy  and  hatred  of  Great  Britain 
and  everything  that  was  British.  The 
great  majority  of  the  Unionists  lived 
in  Ulster,  and  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
Nationalists  to  brand  the  opposition 
of  Ulster  to  Home  Rule  as  the  outcome 
of  unreasoning  bigotry  and  intolerance, 
and  to  cha^e  them  with  shutting  the  door 
in  the  face  of  national  aspirations  and 
ideals,  and  with  having  no  alternative 
policy  to  suggest  to  Home  Rule. 
Although  he  was  not  Irish-bom  he  had 
lived  in  Ulster  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  assuring 
the  House  that  that  statement  wit^ 
regard  to  the  opposition  of  the  Ulster 
people  was  entirely  without  foundation. 
The  Belfast  man  had  as  much  patriotiam 
and  pride  as  the  man  of  Dublin  or 
Oalway  in  that  country  which  to  the 
true  Irish  heart  would  always  be — 

"  The  first  flower  of  the  earth. 
The  first  gom  of  the  Ma." 

But  he  believed  that  it  was  in  union 
with  Britain  that  the  best  interests  of 
his  country  could  be  preserved.  With 
regard  to  the  alternative  policy,  he  was 
a  member  of  a  deputation  that  waited 
upon  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1893,  consisting 
of  members  of  the  Belfas^~€9w3pth(VUof 
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Commerce,  tlie  Belfast  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  Linen  Bferchants*  Associa- 
tion, all  non-political  bodies.  They  sub- 
mitted a  document  to  Mr.  Gladstone 
.  setting  forth  that  in  their  opinion  the 
reasonable  wants  of  Ireland  would  be 
fully  ^t :  (1)  By  any  mode  of  dealing 
Ta|ndly  and  simply  with  the  land  ques- 
tion, consistent  with  justice  and  honour; 
(2)  by  some  arrangement  of  local  govern- 
ment similar  to  that  lately  created  in 
England  and  Scotland ;  (3)  by  an  ade- 
quate reform  of  Private  Bill  Procedure  ; 
■  and  (4)  by  such  aid  from  Imperial  credit 
as  would  in  a  suitable  and  economic  way 
assist  in  the  development  of  Irish  in- 
•dustries  when  and  where  such  assistance 
might  be  required.  Of  these  proposals 
three  had  become  law.  As  the  result  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1903,  involving"  British 
credit  to  the  extent  of  £100,000,000, 
there  was  now  springing  up  all  over 
Ireland  a  band  of  sturdy  and  self- 
reliant  occupying  owners.  A  Local 
Qovemment  Act  similar  to  that 
passed  for  England  and  Scotland  had 
removed  that  grievance  of  ir equality 
with  regard  to  local  government  which 
.was  oneof  the  main  arguments  for  Home 
Rule.  An  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Department  had  also  been  established  to 
foster  agriculture  and  Irish  industries. 
ITie  proposal  as  to  Private  Bill  Procedure 
bad  notyet  become  law,  butthe  Belfast 
CSiamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  was 
"Vice-President,  was  leaving  no  stone  un- 
turned to  have  it  accomplished.  Their 
leptesentatives  had  met  the  representa- 
tives of  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Deny,  and  a 
echeme  was  evolved  suggesting  foir  Ire- 
land a  method  of  Private  Bill  Procedure 
6imilar  to  that  existing  for  Scotland. 
He  understood  that  the  Government  did 
not  take  it  up  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  finding  a  suitable  rota  of  men  to 
undertake  local  inquiries.  The  alterna- 
tive policy  of  the  Unionists  was  the 
maintenance  of  the  Union  under  which 
measures  might  become  law,  and  whereby 
the  rights  of  every  Irishman  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  Kingdom  would  be  pre- 
flerved.  It  was  a  significant  fact  that 
tinder  the  Unionist  Government  which 
had  pursued  that  policy,  Ireland  was  more 
peaceful  than  it  had  been  for  600  years. 
People  were  settling  down  to  manage 
their  aSairs^  free  from  distractions  and 
fozebodincs  and  shrinking  of  capital, 
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with  which  they  were  threatened  in  the 
dark  days  of  1886  and  1893,  and  with 
peace  came  prosperity.  Belfast  120 
years  ago  was  a  small  viUage  with  13,000 
people,  and  to-day  its  population  was 
well-nigh  400,000.  The  valuation  of 
the  city  had  increased  from  £741,000 
in  1893,  to  £1,480,000  in  1907.  The 
tonnage  cleared  from  the  port  in  1893 
was  2,000,000  tons.  Last  year,  it  reached 
2,584,234  tons,  and  it  would  have  been 
more  but  for  the  disorders  that  broke 
out  in  the  city,  and  which  were  fostered, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  by  the  Nationalist 
Party  and  Press.  In  Belfast,  there 
were  120,000  people  employed  in  the  linen 
trade,  and  last  year  that  trade  had 
enjoyed  a  state  of  prosperity  unknown 
since  the  time  of  the  American  War.  In 
shipbuilding,  the  amount  of  tonnage 
launched  and  completed  on  the  banks  of 
the  Lagan  made  Belfast  the  third  ship- 
building centre  in  t^e  United  Kingdom. 
The  har^wur  recdpts  of  the  city  were 
over  40  per  c&a.t.,  or  neiucly  lulf  the 
total  receipts  of  all  Ireland.  The  amount 
collected  by  the  Customs  and  Inland 
Revenue  Department  was  £3,168,402— 
a  contribution  surpassed  by  no  port  in 
the  United  Kingdom  except  London  and 
Liverpool.  Tbe  fact  that  this  progress 
bad  been  made  under  the  same  laws 
which  governed  all  the  other  towns 
and  cities  in  Ireland  had  a  distinct  bearing 
on  the  case  they  were  now  conndeting. 
Everybody  must  admit  that  those  statis- 
tics went  to  show  that  all  Ireland  was 
not  in  that  wretched  condition  as  to 
which  they  were  constantly  informed 
by  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway. 
In  the  North  where  the  people 
were  loyal,  thrifty,  and  industrious, 
they  were  prosperous.  It  was  only 
in  the  South  and  West,  wbere  the 
people  were  as  a  rule  lazy,  thriftJess,  and 
improvident,  that  there  was  any  want 
of  prosperity.  [Cries  from  the  Ibish 
Benches  of  "  Oh,"  "  How  do  you  know  ?  " 
and  "Withdraw."]  He  had  travelled 
there  and  seen  for  himself.  Further,  he 
had  a  Bepoit  which  was  evidence  on  the 
point  he  was  brin^^ng  forward  which  be 
picked  up  in  Aberdeen.  It  was  a  Report 
by  the  Scottish  Agricultural  Commission 
appointed  ly  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
three  years  ago  to  go  to  Denmark  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
that  country.  C^i-in.n\i^ 
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Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Caackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  I  think  the  hon.  Grentle- 
man  is  in  error.  The  present  Secretary 
for  Scotland  was  not  appointed  three 
years  ago. 

Hr.  GEORGE  CLARK:  Well,  two 
years  ago.  'The  CommiBBion  was  ap- 
pointed irrespective  of  politics.   No  one 
knew  the  political  constitution  of  the 
body.   When  the  Commission  returned 
from  Denmark  it  occurred  to  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  to  have  a  similar  Report 
for  Ireland.   It  was  not  possible  to  get 
all  the  gentlemen  who  went  to  Denmark 
to  go  to  Ireland,  but  as  many  of  them  as 
possible  went  over  to  Ireland,  and  they 
were  reinforced  by  others.    At  any  rate 
it  was  a  Commission  appointed  by  a 
Radical  Minister.   The  Commission  met 
in  Dublin  and  they  decided  that  it  would 
be  more  satufactory  if  they  divided 
into  two  parties,  one  going  north  and 
the  other  to  the  south  and  west ;  and 
this  was  what  they  said  in  their  Report— 
'*  Ireland  in  liasin-ahaped.    The  mountains 
round  the  coaat  are  the  rim  ....  Within 
this  basin  there  are  really  two  Irelandn.  There 
is  the  Ireland  in  the  north,  where  the  land  is, 
comparatively  speaking,  poor  land  and  the 
climate  cold,  where  the  farmers  are  shrewd, 
intelligent  men.  who  have  made  the  nioet  of 
their  circumstancefi.    The  farm  steadings  are 
trim  and  well  kept.    The  land  is  well  tilled. 
There  is  an  air  of  prosperity  about  the  countrj'. 
There  is  the  Ireland  of  the  south,  where  the 
land  U  better  and  the  climate  milder,  and  the 
peoplr>,  possibly  to  some  extent  beoauw  natu  e 
has  done  so  much  for  them,  are  less  energetic  ; 
where  the  steadings  are  ill  kept  and  the  land 
badly  tilled,  and  waste  and  neglect  are  much  in 
evidence.    The   dilTerence   between  the  two 
Irelnnda  is  so  great  that  when  the  section  of 
the  Scottish  Agriculture  Commiision  which  went 
north  met  the  section  whifh  went  south,  they 
had  formed  entirelydifferent  eonceptiona  of  farm- 
ing in  Ireland.    The  northern  aection  was  in- 
clined to  compare  Irish  farming,  as  they  had 
seen  it,  to  Danish  farming.    There  seemed  to 
be  the  same  intellicreace  applied  to  (floriculture 
as  in  Denmark.    There  seemed  to  be  the  same 
economy  and  thrift  practised  on  the  farms. 
There  seemed  to  be  something  approaching 
to  the  same  comfort.    The  southern  section, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  disappointed.  They 
saw  good  land  in  a  good  climate  going  to  waste 
fat  want  trf  energy  on  the  part  of  tlw  farmers. 
They  saw  bad  and  badly>kept  farm  buildings. 
They  saw  an  Ireland  where,  to  the  outside 
observer,  the  policy  of  the  Department  of  Agri. 
onltmv  would,  if  followed,  produce  the  earliest 
and  most  fruitful  results,  and  yet  that  policy 
was  making  comparatively  little  headway." 

•Mr.  GWYNN  (Galway):  In  which 
part  does  the  Report  place  Donegal, 
l^rone,  and  Cavan,  for  instance  t 


Mb.  GEORGE  CLARK  said  he  thought 
the  Report  certainly  showed  that  the 
prosperity  or  wretchedness  of  the  people 
was  due  not  so  much  to  the  form  of 
government  but  to  the  character  of  the 
people  themselves.  He  was  more  HissL 
plea8e4  that  this  Home  Rule  Res<Antion 
had  been  broi^ht  for^rard,  for  he  was 
convinced  that  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  were  as  satisfied  now  as  they  were 
in  1893  that  to  give  Home  Rule  to  Ire- 
land would  mean  ruin  to  that  country 
and  disaster  to  the  Empire.  With  thp 
mover  of  the  Resolution  he  hoped  that 
they  should  have  a  clean,  straight  fight 
on  thatissue.  They  in  Ulster  complained 
that  at  the  last  general  election  the 
Liberals  shirked  the  Home  Rule  issue 
because  they  knew  that  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  would  have  none  of  it. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  talked  about 
Home  Rule  by  instalments.  They  all 
knew  how  the  first  instalment  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Nationalists— with  scorn. 
He  was  not  surprised  at  it,  as  anything  in 
the  form  of  freak  comparable  with  it 
was  seldom  seen.  Its  authors  used  to 
upbraid  those  on  that  aide  of  the  House 
for  raising  what  he  called  the  bogey  of 
Home  Rule.  Did  he  call  it  a  bogey  now  ! 
At  that  time  it  was  "  up  with  the  Chinese' 
and  down  with  the  priests."  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  little  thought  that  he 
would  be  connected  so  soon  with  the 
administration  of  Ireland  and  be  cofia- 
pelled  to  run  to  the  priests  for  refuge. 
When  sll  others  failed,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  recmtly  paid  a  visit  to 
Ulster,  but  in  the  many  humourous 
speeches  which  he  delivered  there  he 
never  once  mentioned  the  subject  of 
Home  Rule.  And  why  %  Because  he 
knew  that  there  were  not  a  dozen  Radi- 
cals in  Ulster  who  had  any  sympathy 
with  Home  Rule.  The  Ulster  Radical 
Party  had  not  even  passed  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  the  Irish  Council  Bill.  What 
about  the  head  of  that  ^at  body  ? 
How  did  he  stand  on  this  question ) 
Did  he  stand  on  the  Home  Rule  bank 
shivering,  afraid  to  make  the  plunge  1  Or 
was  he  like  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Prime  Minister,  prepared  to  establish  a 
Parliament  in  Dublin  against  which  he 
used  to  speak  with  such  vigour  and 
earnestness  fourteen  years  ago  ?  On 
this  question  they  had  to  complain  that 
the  Nationalists  s^lfe^S^c^gfey 
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different  voices.  They  had  heard  in 
speeches  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  andother  National- 
ist Members  that  what  they  said  in 
Great  Britain  did  not  represent  their  true 
feelings,  but  that  separation  was  the  goal 
at  which  they  were  aiming.  In  New 
York  in  1902  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  said — (he  quoted  from  the  Irish 
People,  a  paper  which  he  fancied  was 
more  popular  with  the  Nationalist 
Members  to-day  thin  it  was  a  few 
months  ago) — 

**  When  equipped  with  comparative  freedom, 
tiien  would  be  the  time  for  those  who  think 
we  should  destroy  the  last  link  that  binds  ub  to 
England  to  operate  by  whatever  means  they 
think  beat  to  achieve  that  great  and  desirable 
end.  I  am  sure  I  speak  tox  the  United  Irish 
League  in  the  matter." 

Speaking  at  Worcester,  U.S.A.,  in  the 
autumn  of  1901,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  declared — 

*'  Out  ultimato  goal  in  the  national  inde- 
pendence of  our  country.  I  say  in  its  essence 
the  national  movement  in  the  same  to-day  ac 
it  was  iu  the  days  of  Hugh  O'Neill,  of  Owen 
Roe,  of  Emmet  or  of  Wolfe  Tone,  to  overturn 
the  foreign  dominati<m  in  our  land  and  to  put 
Irishmen  in  charge  of  their  own  affairn.  The 
object  has  always  been  the  same.  Whether 
the  freedom  of  Ireland  is  attained  by  moral 
'suasion  or  physical  force,  what  dilTerence  so 
long  as  it  is  achieved  I  " 

There  was  a  more  aggressive  tone  about 
that  than  about  the  present  Rssolution. 
Kie  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  in 
Great  Britain,  and  in  this  House 
roared  as  gently  as  a  sucking  dove ; 
he  roared  as  sweetly  as  a  nightin- 
gale ;  but  when  he  went  acrosi  the  water 
to  America,  ox  went  down  among  the 
poor  and  ignorant  peasantry  of  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland  

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  They  are 
as  well-educated  uid  intelligent  as  you 
are. 

Mr.  GEORGE  CLARK:  Then  hia 
whole  tone  changed,  and  there  he  went 
about  like  a  rampant  roaring  lion 
seeking  whom  he  might  devour.  But 
he  could  assure  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  when  he  came  to  devour 
"Ulster  he  would  find  

Mb.  JOHN  0*CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.) . 
Will  you  allow  me,  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker, 
to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will 
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repeat  these  words  outside  this  House  t 
Will  he  call  the  Irish  people  lazy  and 
ignorant ! 

Mr.  deputy  -  SPEAKER :  The  hon. 
Member  must  not  interrupt  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  is  in  possession  of  the 

House. 

Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNOR :  _  He  i» 
taldng  advantage  of  his  position.  He 
is  a  coward,  and  a  cad. 

Mb.  GEORGE  CLARK :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  find  that  he  was  taclding 

a  tough  and  prickly  morsel.  Nemo  me 
impune  lacessit  was  as  true  of  the  men 
who  lived  North  of  the  hoyne  as  of  those 
who  lived  North  of  the  Tweed. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim.  S.) : 
Mr.  Deputy-Speaker,  is  it  in  order  for 
an  hon.  Member  below  the  Gangway  to 
call — as  I  heard— my  friend  "coward" 
and  "acadr* 

Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNOR:    I  admit 

it  at  once. 


Mr.  DEPXJTY-SPEAXER  :  It  is  not 
in  order  to  main  use  of  such  egressions. 
I  must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR:  I  repeat 
what  I  said.    I  will  not  withdraw. 

Mb.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER :  I  name 
you,  Mr.  O'Connor,  for  disregarding  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  imimediately 

rose  and  left  the  House. 

Mr.  GEORGE  CLARK,  continuing, 
said  that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
had  declared  at  Thurles  three  years  ago, 
that  they  should  never  have  in  Ireland  a 
really  prosperous  and  happy  land  until 
the  rule  of  England  was  swept  clean 
out  of  Ireland.  Whose  voice  were  they 
to  believe  ?  They,  the  loyalists,  lived 
in  Ireland  and  were  in  close  touch  with 
the  Nationalists  every  day  of  their  Uvea, 
and  were  better  able  to  judge  by  ex- 
perience of  their  feelings  and  aspirations 
than  Members  of  the  House.  They 
applied  to  them  an  infallible  test,  viz., 
they   3udged.j,^t,he^^(grj3^t^  fruits. 
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that  one  did  not  gather  figs  from 
thoma  and  grapes  from  thistles.  A  good 
tree  did  not  put  forth  evil  fruit,  and 
cattie-driTing,  boycotting,  intimidation, 
and  ontiage  were  not  acts  which  received 
the  approval  of  honest  and  honourable 
men.  He  had  not  yet  heard  them 
denounced  by  Nationalist  Members.  In 
the  very  first  sentence  of  the  Resolution 
there  were  two  fallac^a.  The  first  was 
that  the  present  system  of  government 
of  Ireland  was  in  opposition  to  the  will 
of  the  Irish  people.  Who  weie  the  Irish 
peopk  1  He  thought  every  one  Tould 
admit  that  the  Unionists,  who  formed 
one-third  of  the  population,  and  who 
were  the  loyal  law-abiding  and  industri- 
ous section,  were  entitled  to  be  heard 
when  they  declared,  and  declared  em- 
phatically, that  they  were  satisfied  to 
have  the  government  of  the  country  in 
the  hands  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
The  second  fallacy  was  that  Inshmcm 
had  no  voice  in  the  management  of  their 
afiairs.  for  the  Irishmen  in  Antrim 


own 


and  Cork  had  as  much  voice  in  the 
affairs  of  his  country  as  the  Englishmen 
in  Yorkshire,  or  the  Scotsmen  in  A3rr- 
shiie  had  in  his ;  indeed,  the  Cork  man 
had  more  to  say  than  he  was  entitled  to, 
because  of  the  over-representation  of 
Ireland  in  proportion  to  the  population, 
which  was  a  matter  of  common  knowledge. 
The   hon.    Gentleman   complained  of 
the  cost  of  the  government  of  Ireland, 
but  whose  fault  was  it  if  the  cost  was 
more  than  it  ought  to  be  ?    A  great 
deal  of  the  money  was  for  education,  and 
the  administration  of  the  law,  and  he 
was  not  aware  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Watexford  would  like  to      the  educa- 
tion grant  reduced.   He  knew  that  they, 
as  Unionists,  would  like  to  see  a  very  large 
increase  of  it,  if  it  were  only  reasonably 
administered.    Then,    again,   the  cost 
of  the  administration  of  the  law  could  be 
reduced  if  Nationalists  would  live  in  a 
rational,  orderly,  and  reasonable  manner. 
Jt  vas  the  fact  that  under  the  present 
administration  it  had  been  found  neces- 
aaiy  to  add  considerably  to  the  police 
force  and  the  cost  of  it.    That  was  to  say 
that,  under  a  Home  Rule  Chief  Secretary, 
with  Ireland  governed  more  or  less  in 
accordance  with  Irish  ideas,  lawlessness 
and  the  police  force  were  increasing. 
"What  would  be  the  condition  of  afiain 
under  a  Home  Role  Parliament,  he  could 


not  tell.    Perhaps  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary would  be  disbanded  and  their 
duties  handed  over  to  the  village  ruffians 
who  shot  innocent  men  and  women 
from  behind  hedges,  attempted  to  deprive 
the  living  of  the  necessities  of  life 
and  the  dead  the  rights  of  burial. 
The    argument    that    it    was  neces- 
sary for  the   material   prosperity  of 
Ireland  that  she  should  have  an  Imperial 
Parliament  in  Dublin  had  been  exploded 
long  ago.    The  position  of  Ulster  was  a 
standi^  refutation  of  the  charge  that 
the  poverty  of  Ireland  was  duo  to  British 
rule.  Without  the  natural  advantages 
which  other  parts  of  Ireland  possessed, 
and  without  the  aid  of  Government 
grants,  the  people  of  Ulster,  by  their 
courage  and  perseverance,  had  built  up 
enterprises  which  compared  favourably 
with  any  in  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom.   There  was  a  great  deal  of 
trutib  in  the  statemmt  made  to  him 
the  other  day  with  respect  to  Ireland 
by  a  gentleman  who  sat  on  the  Front 
Government  Bench,  when  he  said  that 
there  were  three  P's  there  which  might 
be  dispensed  with  with  advantage,  viz., 
publicans,  .politicians,  and  priests,  and 
that  if  there  were  less  of  them  in  secular 
affairs  there  would  be  a  better  prospect 
of  material  prosperity.   They  regretted 
that  the  Nationalist  parts  of  Ireland 
were  so  backward  and  poor,  but  they 
said  that  the  fault  did  not  lie  with  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  but  with  the  people 
themselves.    If  they  would  devote  their 
energies  to  agitation  instead  of  to  work, 
and  persist  in  cattle-driving  instead 
of  in  cattle-feeding,  bow  could  they 
hope  to  be  prosperous  ?   He  was  not  going 
to  use  the  strong  language  of  the  Momber 
for  South  Tyrone,  who  declared  that  the 
poverty  of  Ireland  was  due  to  "  the 
blackguardism  and  crime  of  the  Nationa- 
list agitators,"  but  he  would  repeat  hu 
words  that  instead  of  blaming  Parliament 
the  Nationalists  should  blame  their  own 
leacUrs,  who  had  never  shown  any  dis- 
pomtion  to  allow  the  people  to  settle 
down  to  serious  work.   He  had  Uved  in 
Ireland  for  thirty  years,  and  he  never 
came  across  a  single  Englishman  or  Scots- 
man who  had  gone  to  Ireland  to  live 
who  favoured  the  policy  of  Home  Rule, 
and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  people  of 
Ulster,  of  all  classes,  he  was  c(mvinced 
tJiat  they  were  as  4^Mn^^«[^t 
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to  submit  to  Home  Rule.  If  the  people 
of  England  thought  that  the  people  of 
Ulster  vould  ever  agree  to  have  theii 
lives  and  their  liberties  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Nationalists  of  Ireland, 
thev  were  very  much  mistaken.  And 
how  could  they  force  them  to  submit  ? 
Were  they  going  to  apply  coercion  to 
them  1  Were  they  going  to  make  it  a 
crime  to  be  loyal  and  industrious  ?  He 
had  too  much  faith  in  the  justice  of  his 
fellow-countrymen  to  believe  that  they 
would  ever  attempt  to  coerce  the  people 
of  Ulster  to  submit  to  a  Government  with 
which  they  woxild  be  entirely  out  of 
sympathy.  He  could  assure  the  House 
that  they  were  all  sick  of  the  Home  Rule 
agitation.  The  perpetual  raising  of  the 
question  tended  to  uneasiness  and  dis- 
order. If  they  would,  only  let  the 
Nationalists  know  plainly  that  they  were 
not  going  to  get  an  Irish  Parliament  and 
suppress  with  a  firm  hand  disorder  in  the 
country,  they  would  take  the  heart  out 
of  that  foolish  agitation  and  give  Ireland 
a  chance  of  settling  down  and  progressing 
along  the  path  of  material  prosperity. 
Of  policy,  cunning,  craft,  subtlety, 
they  had  already  a  plethora  in  Ireland. 
It  was  to  that  fact  that  most  of  her  woes 
were  to  be  attributed.  He  beUeved  that 
if  the  present  Administration  would  only 
try  for  a  change  a  little  more  honesty 
of  purpose  they  would  find  their  task  of 
governing  the  coimtry  very  much  easier. 
The  loyalists  of  Ireland  were  proud  of 
being  British  subjects,  subjects  of  an 
Empire  tiie  product  of  the  union  of 
various  nationalities,  in  the  building  up 
of  which  Irishmen  had  taken  no  small 
part.  He  felt  that  they  had  a  bounden 
duty  to  maintain  the  unity  and  integrity 
of  that  Empire,  audit  was  for  that  reason 
they  so  strenuously  opposed  the  proposal 
now  before  the  House. 

•Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blaokfriars) 
said  that  had  he  not  been  a  Home  Ruler 
he  would  have  found  a  good  deal  to 
maks  him  one  in  the  speech  to 
which  they  had  just  listened — a 
speech  which  was  studiously  offensive 
to  a  chivalrous  and  high-spirited  people 
among  whom  the  hon.  Member  had 
found  a  home  and  means  of  living. 
He  wished  to  associate  himself  and  his 
colleagues  of  the  Labour  Party  with  the 
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Resolution  brought  forward  by  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Waterford,  and  they  tendered 
the  hon.  Member  and  the  Insh.  Party 
their  whole-hearted  sympathy  and  sup- 
port in  their  demand  for  Home  Rule. 
He  thought  he  might,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, say  that  they  of  the  Labour  Party 
would  support  any  Government  which 
made  a  really  genuipe  effort  to  settle 
in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of  the  Irish 
people  this  long-standing,  painful,  and 
weakening  controversy.  He  believed 
that  every  one  of  the  Members  of  the 
Labour  Party,  without  exception,  was  a 
Home  Ruler,  and  he  thought  he  might 
also  say  that  he  spoke  not  only  for  the 
Members  of  the  Labour  Party,  with 
whom  he  was  identified,  but  also  for  the 
Members  of  that  Party  who  sat  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House.  They  were 
Home  Rulers  because  they  refused  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  giving  the  people 
of  Ireland  the  government  of  their  own 
country,  to  which  they  were  fully  en- 
titled. They  were  also  Home  Rulers 
because  they  were  accustomed  to  Home 
Rule  in  the  management  of  those  organi- 
sations which  had  been  imtrumental  in 
sending  them  to  the  House.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
moved  the  Amendment,  as  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  drawing  a  precise  line  of  demar- 
cation between  Imperial  and  local  matters. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  the  difficulty 
of  drawing  those  lines  of  demarcation 
would  be  a  fruitful  topic  of  controversy 
during  the  time  such  a  Bill  was  under 
discussion,  and  he  invited  Irish 
Members  to  submit  a  Bill,  he  supposed 
with  the  idea  that  this  fruitful  source 
of  controversy  would  spoil  the  chance 
of  such  a  measure  being  passed. 
He  had  further  said  that  after  the  Bill 
was  passed  the  lines  of  demarcation 
would  continue  to  be  fruitful  sources  of 
controversy  amongst  the  Irish  people. 
If  he  might  give  a  modest  illustration 
he  would  refer  again  to  the  organisations 
which  had  been  the  means  of  sending 
Labour  representatives  to  Parli  iment,  and 
which  had  settled  this  matter  of  central 
versus  local  authority.  If  he  were  to 
make  any  complaint  about  the  settlement 
at  all,  it  would  be  that  the  local  men 
had  too  much  Home  Rule.  At  all 
events,  they  would  never  think  of  im- 
posing upon  the  branches  of  their  or- 
ganisation thqs^, ,  ^gcadiog^  .cpp^tiona 
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which  had  been  imposed  by  Parlia- 
ment  apon  title  people  of  Inland.  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  in  the  couiae  of 
the  debate  in  the  nature  of  prophecy  as  to 
what  would  take  place  in  the  event  of 
Home  Rule  being  passed.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  had 
tried  to  curdle  their  blood,  so  to  speak, 
with  dzeadfal  details  of  what  would 
happen:  people  flying  at  one  another's 
throat'*,  for  instance.  They  who  hadiead 
the  political  history  of  the  country  had 
been  accustomed  to  these  dreadful  tales 
being  pitched  into  their  ears  on  the 
occasion  of  every  measure  of  social,  in- 
dustrial, or  political  freedom  for  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  the  marvel,  to  his 
mind,  was  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
tiiey  had  been  found  to  be  absolutely 
false  every  time,  hon.  Members  could 
still  tell  the  same  old  tale  just  as  though 
nothing  had  happened.  One  particular 
thing  had  emerged  from  this  part  of  the 
discussion.  It  was  said  that  in  the  event 
of  Home  Rule  being  passed  the  people 
of  Ireland  would  be  disposed  to  repudiate 
their  indebtedness  under  the  provisions  for 
acquiring  possession  of  the  land.  He 
dared  say  that  some  such  tale  was 
told  when  the  people  of  Canada  were 
granted  Home  Rule.  At  all  events, 
it  needed  but  little  refutation.  If  the 
Irish  representatives  desired  that  there 
should  be  repudiation  of  those  debts, 
why  did  they  not  do  it  now  !  If  Ireland 
had  Home  Rule  every  one  of  these  Gentle- 
men would  be  more  ooncemed.  seeing 
that  they  would  have  a  la^r  sense  of 
responsibility,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
be  taking  a  larger  share  in  the  manage* 
ment  and  control  of  Irish  affairs,  and 
instead  of  encouragement  being  given  to 
repudiation  of  that  character,  very  likely 
the  opposite  would  be  the  i&ct.  The 
last  speaker  had  had  a  good  deal  to  sayin 
very  bad  taste,  he  thought,  as  to  the 
difference  between  the  people  of  the 
South  and  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  he 
had  failed  to  mention  one  thing  which 
very  largely,  if  not  altogether,  accounted 
for  that  difference,  l£e  difference  in 
the  economic  conditions  under  which 
the  people  in  the  North  bad  been  living, 
as  compared  with  the  people  in  the 
South.  The  h<nL  Member  appeared 
never  to  have  heard  of  the  prmciple 
of  tenant  right,  which  had  given  to 
the  people  of  the  North  of  Ireland 


some  little  protection,  at  all  events, 
against  the  rapacity  of  the  landlords 
whidi  luid  been  denied  to  people  of  the 
South  of  Ireland.  They  were  in  favour 
of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  because  they 
believed  the  people  of  Ireland  were 
entitled  to  it,  because  they  had  asked 
for  it,  and  because  they  believed  they 
were  entitled  to  ask  for  it.  British  rule 
had  proved  itself  to  be  alien  to  the  spirit. 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  contrary  to  tiieir 
widies,  and  that  fact  alone  was  sufficuent- 
to  condemn  it.  From  Dublin  Castle- 
down  to  the  humblest  member  of  the 
Irish  Constabulary  they  found  that  the 
Government  was  regarded  with  aversion, 
sometimes  almost  amounting  to  hatred> 
on  the  part  of  the  Irish  people.  He 
did  not  speak  from  mere  hearsay,  but 
as  the  result  of  some  knowledge  acquired 
by  inquiry  and  observation  upon  the  spot. 
It  might  be  as  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
said,  that  there  was  no  corruption  in  the 
administration  of  Irish  afiairs  in  a  venal 
seiise.  It  would  be  improper  for  him 
to  say  otherwise  after  the  statement  of 
the  CHiief  Secretary,  but  they  had  heard 
a  great  deal  about  favouritism  and 
discrimination  as  against  those  of  certun 
religious  or  political  views,  and  he  thought 
from  what  he  had  heard,  that  the  domi- 
nant class  and  party  in  Ireland  had  not 
been  slow  to  show  that  favouritism 
and  discrimination.  That  itself  figured 
in  the  mind  of  the  Irish  people  as  corrup- 
tion, and  in  that  opinion  he  thought  they 
were  not  far  wrong.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  alleged  lawlessness 
and  disloyalty  of  the  Irish  people. 
That  seemed  to  him,  if  anything,  to  add 
to  the  damning  indictment  of  the  British 
rule  of  Ireland.  After  all,  Irish  people 
were  not  naturally  a  lawless  people  in 
those  countries  where  they  had  had  a 
chance  of  taking  a  part  in  the  government, 
and  tiieir  loyalty  was  best  damonstrated 
by  the  fact  that  time  and  time  ^ain  ever 
since  the  franchise  had  been  lowered  so 
as  to  get  a  real  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people,  they  had  sent  to  that  House,  and 
that  in  spite  of  the  determination  of  a 
great  political  Party  to  wear  them  down 
by  resolute  government,  four-fifths  of 
their  representatives  to  demand  Home 
Rule.  Twenty-one  yean  had  passed 
since  it  was  decided  that  Ireland  should 
be  treated  to  that  twenty  years  of  reso- 
lute government  which  w^s^^drasoon 
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the  people  into  snbmission  if  it  was 
net  possible  to  mate  them  acquiesce 
in  a  system  of  government  in  which 
they  did  not  believe,  and  they  found 
to-day  the  Irish  people  were  just 
as  determined  in  their  demand,  just 
as  loyal  to  their  leaders,  as  filled  with 
hatred  of  the  system  of  British  rule  as 
at  the  beginning  of  the  twenty  years. 
Another  twenty  years  would  make  not 
the  slightest  difierence.  Obedience  to 
a  Gtovemment,  loy^ty  to  the  laws  of 
a  Government  and  all  those  other 
'  virtues  of  which  they  heard  so  much 
from  that  remnant  of  a  once  great 
political  Party  who  occupied  the  benches 
above  him,  might,  and  he  thought  would, 
follow  the  conferring  on  the  people  of 
Ireland  of  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled;  but  they  had  never  preceded 
the  conferring  on  a  country  of  the  rights 
to  which  it  was  entitled  unless  in 
the  case  of  a  people  whoso  spirit 
was  broken,  or  a  people  who  were 
instinctively  slave?.  That  could  not 
be  said  of  the  Irish  people.  On  the 
contrary,  they  were  a  high-spirited  and 
chivalrous  race,  who  had  shown  them- 
selves up  to  and  in  many  cases  above  the 
averf^e  of  politdca!  abiUty  in  those 
countries  where  they  had  gone,  and 
for  that  reason  he  added  his  voice 
on  behalf  of  organised  labour  to  those 
"tiiat  had  already  gone  up,  asking  that 
as  speedily  as  possible  this  useless 
and  senseless  struggle  should  be  termi- 
nated by  the  grant  of  Home  Rule.  He 
claimed  that  Ireland  should  be  given 
those  rights  of  taking  part  in  the  affairs 
■of  the  country  which  had  been  granted 
them  elsewhere,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
which  they  had  shown  more  than  average 
capacity.  Now  he  came  to  his  second 
point.  There  might  be  many  Members 
who  would  not  be  influenced  by  senti- 
moital  arguments.  Some  of  the  argu- 
ments he  had  used  were  only  sentimental 
arguments ;  but,  so  far  as  he  could  gather, 
^  even  firom  the  point  of  view  of  practical 
results  British  rule  in  Ireland  had  been 
found  to  be  a  dismal  and  costly  failure, 
costly  to  England  as  well  as  to  Ireland, 
Home  Rule  was  not  only  an  Irish  but  an 
English  and  a  Scottish  question.  It  was 
a  Glasgow  question.  Eighteen  hundred 
-of  his  constituents  were  Irishmen,  forced 
-out  of  their  country  by  ruthless  land- 
jQidiam,  and  denied^ei^i;httoruletlwm- 
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selves.  He  would  not  say  that  all  these 
bad  efEacts  were  due  to  British  rule,  but 
at  all  events,  they  found  them  concur- 
rently with  British  rule,  and  that  was 
quite  sufficient  for  his  argument.  He 
had  said  nothing  of  the  financial  strain, 
which  was  very  considerable.  If  they 
had  a  police,  for  instance,  two  or  three 
times  as  numerous  as  they  ought  to  be, 
of  course  somebody  must  be  the  poorer. 
If  they  had  a  judicial  system  wry  largely 
engaged  in  defending  the  property  of 
an  absentee  class,  there  i^^ain  somebody 
miist  pay ;  and  if  they  had  a  people 
impoverished  by  landlordism,  the  cost 
of  collecting  the   ordinary  means  of 

fovemment  and  administration  must 
e  lai^r  than  it  was  in  a  rich  com- 
munity. All  these  things  wen  inciden- 
tal to  the  position  in  Ireland,  and  they  all 
flowed  from  the  main  stream  from  which 
Ireland's  losses  flowed.  He  attached 
very  little  importance  to  these  sub- 
ordinate considerations,  because,  after 
all,  any  readjtistment  that  they  might 
make  in  regard  to  finance  would  only 
be  temporary  and  trifling  in  its  results. 
For  instance,  if  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
ago  there  had  been  a  readjustaient  in 
accordance  with  the  findings  of  the  Com- 
mission, even  (dready  that  readjust- 
ment would  be  out  of  date  because  of 
the  decrease  of  population  in  Ireland 
and  the  increase  here.  It  was  a  lamentable 
fact  that  during  the  last  fifty-six  years 
there  had  left  the  shores  of  Ireland  a 
number  of  people  almost  if  not  quite 
equal  to  the  whole  presoit  popula- 
tion of  the  country— ^hat  was  to  say. 
Irishmen,  whose  love  of  country  was  a 
passion,  made  all  the  greater  because  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  bravest  and  best  of 
her  sons,  and  the  tragic  history  of  the 
country,  had  left  its  shores,  probably 
in  larger  numbers  than  had  the  people 
of  any  other  country  under  the  sun. 
The  Emigration  Returns  up  to  the  end 
of  last  year  diowed  that  in  the  last  year 
no  less  than  40,000  people,  in  round 
numbers,  left  Ireland  for  Great  Britain 
and  elsewhere.  Eighty  per  cent,  went  to 
America,  there  to  spread  the  hatred  of 
British  rule,  and  perhaps  at  some  critical 
time  in  our  history  to  turn  the  scale 
against  us.  Of  those  40,000  more  than 
half  were  men,  and  of  tiiose  men  16,555 
were  between  the  s^es  of  twenty  and 
forty.  That  a 
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source  of  wealth  to  the  countnr  willing 
to  produce  far  moie  ia  wealth  wan  they 
would  take  as  wage^  and  yet  they 
had  to  leave  their  own  country  because 
there  was  no  living  for  them  there. 
During  the  last  two  years  the  Labour 
Party  had  been  urging  the  Government 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  unemploy- 
ment, and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Qovemment  Board  had  received  a  sum 
of  money  to  enable  Mm  to  deal  with 
that  problem.  Part  of  the  money  he 
had  used  in  sending  people  to  Canada 
and  elsewhere,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
Emigration  Returns  showed  that  during 
the  last  two  years  8,127  people  had  left 
Ireland  for  this  country.   He  -had  not 
dissected  that  figure,  but  probably  more 
than  half  were  men.  At  all  events, 
67  per  cent,  of  the  men  were  labouring 
men ;   and  it  was  perfectly  clear  that, 
whilst  men  had  been  sent  out  of  this 
country  by  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  men  of  a  similar  class  had  come 
into  this  country  to  intensify  unem- 
ployment.  So  that  if  there  had  been  any 
gain  in  throwii^  out  surplus  out  of  the 
window,  that  gain  had  been  lost  by  the 
constant  stream  of  immigration  from 
Ireland  thiorgh   the   door.    It  was 
time,  therefore,  they  gave  up  legis- 
lating  for   Ireland,   and   handed  the 
work  over  to  the  Irish  people  who,  he 
believed,  would  make  a  better  show. 
Another  thing  he  had  in  his  mind  was 
the  congestion  of  their  own  business.  He 
was  concerned  to  give  Ireland  Home  Rule, 
because  the  House  had  more  work  to 
do  of  its  own  than  it  could  get  through 
efficiently.   A  great  deal  of  the  work 
done  in  the  House  ought  to  be  done  in 
Ireland,  a  great  deal  in  Scotland,  and  a 
great  deal  in  Wales.   A  great  deal  of 
what  he  said  applied  to  Lieland,  Scot- 
land and  Wales,  but  why  should  Ireland 
wait  ?    The  Irish  people  were  ready  for 
Home  Rule,  and  sent  four-fifths  of  the 
representatiTes  of  that  country  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  demand  it.  It 
devolved  on  the  Government  in  office 
to  devise  ways  and  means  of  getting 
over  the  difficulty  as  a  bare  act  of 
justice  to  Ireland.    On  Friday  after- 
noon the  House  was  for  some  three 
and  a  half  hours  discussing  the  kind 
of  inspection  there  should  be  in  Irish 
clubs.  Had  theiy  not  sufficient  trouble 
with  T^rd  to  their  own^clubs^?  Many 
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hon.  Members  "with  whom  he  was 
acquainted  felt  very  strongly  about 
English  clubs  and  Scottish  clubs.  He 
maintained  that  the  House  had  quite 
enough  to  do  in  discussing  what  was 
happening  on  this  side  of  the  Channel 
without  occupying  its  time  in  discussing 
the  inspection  of  Irish  clubs.  Summing 
up,  he  said  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
Home  Rule  because  the  Irish  people 
were  entitled  to  it;  ho  was  in  favour 
of  it  because  the  results  of  British 
rule  were  not  of  such  a  character  as  to 
justify  them  in  carryii^  it  further,  and 
he  was  in  favour  of  it  because  he  believed 
in  devolution.  He  believed  the  Irish 
people  could  manage  their  own  business 
far  better  than  this  country  could  manage 
it  for  them,  no  matter  how  desirous  we 
might  be  to  do  the  best  for  Ihem.  Any 
one  of  the  reasons  he  had  given'  would 
justify  Home  Rule,  but  certainly  the 
three  together  justified  the  Irish  people 
demanding  that  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
should  be  handed  over  to  and  be  con- 
trolled by  Irish  representatives  who  had 
the  trust  of  the  Irish  people. 

Mb.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham. 
N.W.)  expressed  himself  as  being  one 
of  a  scanty  number  of  English  Liberals 
now  in  the  House  who  in  1886  voted 
for  Mr.  Gladstone's  Home  Rule  Bill. 
He  claimed  to  have  a  still  longer  and 
older  association  with  the  cause,  because 
his  association  with  it  commenced  in 
that  time  of  terror  which  culminated 
in  the  execution  of  three  unfortunate 
men  in  the  City  of  BCandiester  for  what 
he  believed  was  an  imfortunate  political 
crime.    The  opinions  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule  which  he  entertained  in  1886  had 
been  confirmed  and  strengthened  through- 
out the  period  which  had  elapsed  since 
that  Bill  unfortunately  met  with  defeat. 
The  Resolution  moved  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Ifember  for  Waterford  was  not 
levelled  in  any  hostile  sense  against 
either  the  Liberal  Government  or  the 
Liberal  Party.    It  was  conceded  with 
great  generosity  hy  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman   that   the   Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  had  made  an  honest  and 
sincere  attempt  to  solve  the  Irish  ques- 
tion, and  tiie  Resolution  was  only  aimed 
at  aecuiing  from  the  Liberal  Party 
that  which  ihey  w^^  ,^l@]^^^ggye, 
the  assertion  of  uieir  intention  ^  the 
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next  Farliaioent  to  bring  in  a  measure 
of   Home    Bule,    which  wonld  &11 

within  the  lines  marked  out  by  the 
Besolution  of  the  hon.  Member.  The 
debate  had  not  been  iminstructive. 
He  had  listened  with  great  attention 
to  the  speech  made  with  more  courage 
than  modesty  by  a  newly  elected  Mem- 
ber foi  one  of  the  northern  conBtitnencies 
of  Ireland.  He  had  thought  that  lan- 
guage of  that  provocative  kind  had 
ceased  to  be  one  of  the  weapons  of  the 
Unionist  Party  of  Ireland.  Of  this  he 
was  sure,  that  had  he  entertained  such 
opinions  as  the  hon.  Member  expressed 
of  his  cDimtrymen  he  would  have  dis- 
sembled his  views.  He  wished  to  remind 
the  two  or  three  Unionist  Members 
present  of  what  the  opposition  to  the 
Home  Rule  proposals  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
in  1886  was  foimded  upon.  He  a8sert«d, 
without  the  slightest  hesitation,  that 
the  whole  of  the  opposition  was  foimded 
-on  the  fear  that  the  access  to  power 
of  the  popular  party  in  Ireland  would 
lead  to  unjust  legislation  and  adminis- 
tration in  respect  to  the  landowners 
in  Ireland.  The  late  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, of  whom  everybody  must 
apeak  with  admiration  and  respect 
for  his  courage  and  honesty,  founded 
his  opposition  entirely  upon  that. 
Those  Liberals  who  had  severed  them- 
selves from  their  Party  had  founded  their 
opposition  on  the  same  reason.  The  right 
lion.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham,  the  cause  of  whose  absence 
they  deplored,  he  remembered,  in  that 
House,  said  that  if  the  Ulster  question, 
the  religious  difficulty,  were  the  only 
matter  in  controversy,  he  would  not 
allow  it  to  stand  in  the  way  of  reform. 
He  agreed  that  under  the  influence 
of  inflammatory  speeches  from  those 
who  ought  to  know  better,  speeches 
such  as  they  had  heard  that  night,  the 
more  ignorant  and  more  bigoted — he 
would  not  use  those  harsh  words — the 
more  devoted  and  religious  character  of 
Protestantism  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
might  have  somewhat  affected  the  volume 
of  opposition  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  Home 
Rule  Bill.  High-aoimding  phrases  were 
used  just  in  the  same  way  as  the  words 
"  integrity  of  the  Empire  "  were  used  as 
a  stalking  horse  by  those  who  feared 
the  economic  effect  of  Home  Rule._He 
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had  listened  with  interest  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge 

University,  because  he  remembered  a 
letter  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  which 
appeared  in  The  Times  in,  he  thought. 
May  of  1886.    In  that  letter  the  hon. 
Member  admitted  the  gravity  of  the 
problem  which  was  then  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  country,  he  might  say  of 
the  world.   In  that  letter  the  hon. 
Gentleman  remarked  that  if  the  land 
question  was  out  of  the  way,  then  he 
would  be  prepared  to  concede  a  just 
measure  of  self-government  to  Ireland. 
That  was  the  attitude  almost  universally 
of  the  Unionists  in  1886.   What  had 
they  done  ?   It  was  the  irony  of  fate. 
A  Conservative  Government  had  been 
instrumental  in  transferring  the  land 
from   the   landlords    to  the  tenants 
of  Ireland.    The  fact  that  men  like  Lord 
Dunraven  and  others  whom  he  could 
name  had  joined  together  in  collabora- 
tion   with   the    right   hon.  Member 
for   Dover  —  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  denied — and  entered  into  a 
scheme  of  devolution  which  in  fact  would 
have  laid  the  foundation  ultimat«ly  of  a 
Home  Rule  system,  to  his  mind  was  the 
strongest  possible  proof  of  the  economic 
difficulty  being  the  only  real  difficulty. 
That  difficulty  had  been  removed,  and 
there  was  left  a  purely  factious  opposition 
founded  on  bigotry  and  supported  by 
ignorance.    He  was  very  glad  that  the 
Amendmentthreatened  from  those  bmches 
had  not  been  moved.    It  contained  the 
saving  clause  that  the  supremacy  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  must  be  preserved. 
Again  ho  taxed  his  memory,  and  he 
remembered  a  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  now  our  Minister  at 
Washington,  in  which  he  informed  the 
House   of   what   every  constitutional 
lawyer  knew,  that  the  supremacy  of 
Parliament  was  absolutely  inalienable 
over  all  our  dominions.    If  they  wanted 
an  illustration  of  that  they  had  it  in 
Canada,  to  which  they  conceded  the  fullest 
measure  of  responsible  (Government  that 
had  ever  been  conceded  to  any  of  the 
Colonies,  yet  there  was  no  section  pro* 
viding  for  the  reservation  of  Imperial 
snpremaoy,  because  it  was  inalienable. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Kensing- 
ton, whose  speech  was  marked  by  that 
ability ~which  they  hod-focof^u^  since 
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he  came  into  the  House,  and  whOt  they 
regratted,  did  not  address  the  House 
more  frequently,  said — 

**  If  TOO  are  goiiv;  to  grant  Home  Bule,  you 
mailt  nave  two  divuiona,  Yoa  must  huve 
Home  Bale  for  Belfaat,  and  Home  Rale  for 
the  aouthem  and  western  and  midland  parts 
of  Ireland." 

Did  it  never  occur  to  tiie  noble  Lord  that 
Cuiada  was  equally  divided  politically 
!hto  two  provinces,  the  French  province 
and  the  British  province  %  Did  it  never 
occur  to  the  noble  Lord  that  all  the 
conditions  of  distinct  nationalities  existed 
in  Canada  a  thousandfold  as  great  as 
they  were  in  Ireland.  Yet  the  Dominion 
Act  of  1867  was  passed,  and  the  Dominion 
Parliament — a  local  Parliament  such  as 
that  wYaok  they  would  establish  ifi 
Dublin — was  established  in  the  capital 
of  Canada,  and  under  that  QoTemment 
the  French  Catholics  of  the  province  of 
which  Quebec  was  the  capital,  lived  as 
contented  and  with  the  same  satisfaction 
as  Protestant  Englishmen.  He  was  sorry 
to  hear  the  noble  Lord  speak  about  the 
posulnlity  of  diriionesty.  The  Chief 
Secretary  was  not  jnesent;  but  one  of 
his  representatives — the  Ifinister  for 
Agriculture — was,  and  he  would  confirm 
his  statement  that  those  poorest  and  most 
benighted  districts  in  Ireland  upon  which 
the  contumely  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Korth  Belfast  fell,  kept  up  their  payments 
xesularly  and  honestly.  One  of  the  most 
epWdid  spectacles  in  relation  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  had  been  the  effort 
laudably  attempted  and  loyally  fulfilled 
of  keeping  the  financial  engagements 
into  which  they  had  entered.  Speaking 
aa  an  English  Member  for  an  English 
constituency,  he  would  welcome  the 
passage  of  a  measure  of  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland.  There  were  great  social 
problems  for  which  the  people  of  this 
coimtry  were  yearning,  and  yet  the 
time  of  the  House  had  been  occupied  not 
for  weeks,  not  for  months,  but  for  years, 
on  this  idle  and  barren  controversy.  It 
would  be  an  inestimable  boon  and  blessing 
if  they  could  release  themselves  from  the 
burden  which  it  was  impossible  under 
molam  eonditiona  suocessfidly  to  bear« 
and  thus  enable  them  to  address  tiiem- 
aelves  to  those  questions  so  intimately 
affecting  the  material  and  moral  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  He  had 
spent  many  years  in  tiie  House  oi  Com- 


mons^  and  he  had  always  been  loyal  to 
the  great  cause  of  Home  Rule.  He ' 
honestly  believed  there  was  a  little 
light  shining  in  the  sky,  and  a  pros- 
pect of  that  measure  of  liberty 
which  the  Irish  people  desired  shining 
upon  them.  He  did  not  despair  that 
it  would  be  under  the  inspiration,  and 
he  hoped  also  by  the  physical  act  of  the ' 
present  Prime  Minister,  thskt  they  might 
realise  that  which  a  few  years  ago  was  a 
dream,  then  a  hope,  and  now  a  poaailnlity. 

Captain  DONBLAN  (Cork,  E.)  said 
he  wished  to  speak  on  l^e  Motion  from 
the  standpoint  of  an  Irish  Pro- 
testant. His  words  would  be  very 
few,  because  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  dealt  with  that  aspect 
of  the  case  in  a  very  masterly  manner. 
When  once  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  came 
prominently  to  the  forefront  as  a  pressing 
question  of  practical  politics  it  was  not 
in  the  least  degree  surprising,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  only  to  be  expected, 
that  the  Unionist  Farl^  should  set  up 
every  bogey  that  human  ingenuity 
could  devise  in  order  to  scare  the 
English  people.  None  of  those  bogeys 
was  more  diligently  utilised,  or 
had  more  effectively  served  the  object 
in  view,  than  the  bogey  of  religions 
intolerance.  Where  people  took  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  truth  such 
bogeys  were  set  up  in  vain.  Fortunately, 
the  English  people.,  as  a  rule,  were 
somewhat  better  informed  about  Irish 
affairs  than  they  used  to  be,  and  con- 
sequently, they  were  not  so  easily 
bamboozled.  Nevertheless,  many  Eng- 
lish people  knew  so  little,  and  he  was 
afraid  cared  less,  about  Ireland  that 
they  were  easily  caught  by  any  catch- 
cry,  and  readily  swallowed  any  rubbish 
tlukt  was  uttered  about  the  Irish  people, 
more  especially  if  that  rubbish  was 
dished  up  in  fashionable  drawing-rooms. 
For  example,  the  catch-cry  that  Home 
Rule  would  mean  Rome  Rule  had 
probably  caused  many  a  British  vote 
to  be  cast  agiunst  Home  Rule  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  cast  in  its 
favour,  and  there  were  doubtless  many 
presumably  sane  people  on  this  side  of 
the  Channel  who  even  now  firmly  believed 
that  the  Protestants  in  Ireland  would 
live  in  daUy  danger  of  the  thumb-screw 
undn  a  Home  BuIq  Parliament,  ^hey 
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had  been  told  that  sort  of  atufi  so  often 
that  they  natui&llj  took  it  for  granted 
that  it  must  be  so,  and  such  people  were 
generally  either  too  indolent  or  too  much 
occupied  with  other  concrans  to  find 
out  the  actual  facts  for  themselves. 
Ignorance  of  each  other  was  the  great 
barrier  which  stood  between  the  British 
and  the  Irish  nations,  and  it  ought  to 
be  the  steadfast  and  earnest  aim  of 
every  well-wwher  of  either  country  to 
break  down  that  barrier.    With  regard 
to  the  question  of  Catholic  intolerance  in 
Ireland  upon  the  question  of  Home  Rule 
perhaps  few  could  speak  with  better 
knowledge  than  himself,  for  he  hap- 
pened to  be  one  of  those  benighted 
Protestants  in  the  South  of  Ireland 
who  were  the  objects  of  such  tender 
solicitude  on  the  part  of  hon.  Members 
above  the  gugway.    Indeed,  in  his 
own  person  he  afiorded  a  singularly 
suzprising  example  and  a  very  shocking 
example  of  Catholic  intolerance.  His  case 
might  well  appeal  to  the  pity  and  com- 
passion of  the  Unionist  Party,  because 
his   Catholic    fellow-countrymen  had 
carried  their  persecution  of  him  to  such 
a  cruel  extreme  as  to  return  him  on 
every  occasion  unopposed  to  represent, 
in  this  water-logged  House  of  Commons, 
the  division  of  the  County  of  Cork  in 
which  he  lived.   The  &ct  that  the  pro- 
portion of  Catholics  to  Protestants  in 
the  County  of  Cork  was  over  ten  to  one 
naturally  made  his  case  all  the  more 
serious  ;  and,  furthermore,  another  Pro- 
testant Member  of  the  Nationalist  Party 
had  sufiered  similarly  barbarous  treat- 
ment in  the  next  adjoining  division  of 
the  County  of  Cork  to  hia  own.  More- 
over, he  had  some  dozen  colleagues  in 
the  Irish  Party  who  had  had  equally 
painful   experiences   all   through  the 
Catholic  districts  of  Ireland,  from  Cork 
to  Donegal   He  would  like  the  House  to 
consider  for  a  moment  the  humiliating 
position  occupied  by  the  Protestant 
minority  in  Irekmd  compared  wit^  the 
commanding    position    occupied  by 
Catholic   minority   in    Qreat  Britain. 
According  to  the  last  census,  taken  in 
1901,  Protestants  in  Ireland,  including 
the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  num- 
bered 1,086,000.    His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  Waterford  had  : 
already  mentioned  the  fact  that  Ireland 
returned  twenty-seven  Protestant  Ifem- 
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.  hers  of  Parliament.   According  to  the 
.  the  same  census  the  Catholics  in  Cheat 
Britain  numbered  2,180,000,  or  some- 
thing man  than  double  the  number  of 
.  Protestants  in  Ireland.    How  many 
Catholics  were  sent  to  sit  in  this  House 
'  by   British  constituencies  ?    Bis  hon. 
friend  said  there  were  five,   but  he 
thought  there  were   only   four.  But 
:  whether  the  number  was  four  or  five  it 
included  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool,  who 
mi^t  fairly  be  said  to  represent  Irdand 
in  England.  In  the  face  of  facts  such 
as  those,  was  it  any  wonder  that  Unicmists 
should  shudder  to  contemplate  the  fate 
that  awaited  forlorn  Irish  Protestants 
when  they  were  placed  under  the  heel  of 
t^eir  Catholic  oppressors  3    The  chai^ 
of    intolerance    so  penostently  made 
in     certain     quarters     against  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  was  a  base  and. 
groundlesB  charge,  and  he  challensed  any 
Member  of  the  House  to  produce  a 
single  instance  in  which  a  Protestant  iu 
Ireland  had  suffered  a  disability  of  any 
sort  or  kind  on  accoujit  of  his  religion. 
It  was  a  very  good  omen  that  the  Orange- 
men of  the  North  were  gradually  learning 
a  lesson  of  religious  toleration  from  tho 
Calholics  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  and  that 
the  old  aggressive  spirit  of  ascendancy 
was  slowly  but  surely  dying  out.  Year 
by  year  it  was  becoming  more  difficult  to 
kindle  the  smouldering  embers  of  sec- 
tarian strife,  and  the  beating  of  the 
Orange  drum  was  no  longer  responded 
to  with  the  same  frantic  frenzy  as  in. 
the  days  gone  by.   From  one  end  o£ 
Ireland  to  the  other  there  were,  happily, 
signs  and  tokens  that  it  was  the  deaire 
of  Irishmen  of  every  class  and  creed  to 
live  together  in  harmony  and  peace,  and 
work  together  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
their  country.    All  they  asked  for  was  to 
be  given  the  chance,  and  why,  in  tile 
name  of  commonsense,  could  not  the 
great  Liberal  Qovemment  summon  up 
sufficient  courage  to  give  them  tihA. 
chance  I 

*Mb.  barbie  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  East 
Cork  had  informed  the  House  that  while 
there  were  several  Protestant  Members 
in  the  Nationalist  Party,  there  were  only 
four  or  five  Catholic  Members  sent  to 
Parliament  by  ]gri|i8^^^  @(^jt^e«- 
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He  made  no  comjdaint  in  legaid  to  that 
statement,  bat  he  challenged  the  deduc- 
tion which  the  bon,  and  gallant  Member 
drew   from  it.    The  deduction  which 
Unionisti  draw  from  it  was  that  the  hon. 
Member's  inclusion  in  the  Nationalist 
Party  was  part  of  a  skilful  propaganda 
to  have  in  the  Party  a  select  number 
of   Protestants.    Unionists   had  again 
and  again  tried  to  get  as  a  Member  of 
their  party  a  RojiaD  Catholic  Unionist. 
They  had  not  succeeded  yet,  but  he 
believed   they   would   ultimately.  He 
could  not  help,  when  listening  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  contrasting 
his  reception  that  afternoon  with  what 
he    was    accustomed  to  get    in  his 
earlier  appearances  before  tlie  present 
Parliament.   They    were    awaie  that 
three  coarses  were  open  to  the  hon. 
Hember  in  fulfilment  of   his  promisa 
to  his  followers  in  Ireland,  that  within 
a   week   of   the    opening    of  Parlia- 
ment they  would  have  the  Home  Rule 
flag   unfurled.    It   was   open   to  the 
hon.  Member  to  move  a  Home  Rule 
Amendment  to  the  Address.   That  was 
not  done,  and  no  explanation  was  offered 
as  to  -why  it  was  not  done.  The 
hon.  Mtmber   could   have  introduced 
a   Home    Rule  Bill,   and  have  seen 
what  support  it  would  receive  from 
the    present    Government.    He  had 
elected  to  take  neither  of  these  courjes. 
He  had  chosen  the  safer,  the  less  aggres- 
nve,  and  the  more  academic  course  of 
introducing  that  Parliamentary  futility, 
a  Home  Rule  Resolution.    Unionists  did 
not  complain.    The  great  difficulty  they 
had  to  contend  with  at  the  last  general 
election  was  the  constant  assertion  that 
Home  Rule  was  dead,  and  that  it  was  not 
au  issae  before  the  electorate.    He  was 
happy  in  the  knowledge  that  that  could 
not  be  said  again.    They  believed  they 
had  agun  to  begin  the  old  fight  which 
was  twice  before  carried  successfully 
through,  and  he  did  not  think  the  result 
would  be  di-fferent  from  what  it  was  in 
1886,  and  again  in  1893.    They  were 
told     sometimes     that     Ulster  had 
vavered    in    its    allegiance    to  the 
Unionist  cause,  but  in  the  three  elections 
which  had  taken  place  since  the  general 
election  the  Unionist  majorities  had  been 
gieaUy  increased.   The  Member  for  the 
Blackfriars  Division  of  Glasgow  had  said 
tliat  all  the  trouble  in  Ireland  came  I 


£rom  the  landlord  party.   He  thought 
as  he  listened  that  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  so  well  posted  in  his  facts  as 
usual.   He  was  not  there  as  a  repre- 
sentative of   the   landlord  party,  and 
had  never  had  any  interest  in  land,  but 
he  was  old  enough  to  remember  that 
since  1881  Irish  landlorck  had  suffered 
severely  for  any  faults  or  shortcomings 
of  their  predecessors.   Since  1881,  there 
tud  been  Land  Courts  in  Ireland  fixing 
fair  rents,  and  gradually  a  great  improve- 
ment had  taken  place,  so  that  it  was 
utterly  beside  the  question  to  say  that 
landlordism  was  the  cause  of  any  trouble 
in  IreUnd  The  Member  for  the  Black- 
friars Division  h^d  also  assured  the 
House  that  all  the  Members  of  the 
Labour  Party   were   confirmed  Home 
Rulers.   He  ventured  to  suggest  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Blackfriars  Division 
was  really  a  great  deal  more  of  an  Im- 
perialist than  he  seemed  to  be  aware  of 
himself.    He  told  the  House  that  he  was 
a  Home  Ruler  because  of  the  organisation 
which  had  been  the  means  of  bringing 
the  Labour  Members  into  the  House. 
He  remembered  the  time  when,  as  thB 
head  of  one  of  those  great  Labour  or- 
ganisations, the  Member  for  the  Black- 
friars Division,  finding  himself  out  of 
sympathy  with  a  lai^e  society  over  which 
he  had  been  chief  officer  for  many  years, 
went  down  to  Glasgow  when  the  men 
had  ventured  to  act  in  defiance  of  the 
instructions  of  the  executive,  and  ordered 
them  to  return  to  their  work,  telling  them 
that  if  they  refused  their  strike  pay  would 
be  cut  off.    They  returned  to  work.  He 
thought  in  that  action  the  hon.  Member 
showed   consciously    or  unconsciously 
that  he  was  an  Imperialist  of  the  best 
type.    It  was  stated  in  the  Resolution 
of   the    hon.    and    learned  Member 
for  Waterfo  d  the  present  system  of 
government    in   Ireland   was  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  will  of  the  people. 
He  supposed  that  what  was  meant  was ' 
that   it  was  out  of  sympathy  with 
the  will  of  the  United  Irish  League. 
He  submitted,  however,  that  the  United 
Irish  League  had  no  right  or  mandate  to 
speak  for  the  people  of  Ireland.  Writing 
to  the  Freeman's  Journal  in  July,  1907, 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Tyrone  pointed 
out  that  on  the  roll  of  membership  of  the 
United  Irish  licague  there  were  no 
landlords,  few  m^h*at?,vitwer  .Irish 
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taannfactniers,  and  few  of  the  men  who 
were  managing  the  bnsinees  of  Ireland 

in  city  and  town.  In  that  connection  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  ask  was  that 
the  kind  of  statement  that  was  made 
when  the  United  Irish  League  was  seeking 
financial  support  in  all  ends  of  the  earth  1 
The  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  preached  in 
Australia  that  there  had  h&m  a  great 
change  in  Ireland,  and  that  all  cksses 
were  now  united  in  asking  that  some 
form  of  Home  Rule  should  be  granted. 
He  was  in  the  House  as  one  of  the 
commercial  representatives  of  Ulster  to 
say  that  they  stood  now  where  they 
stood  in  previous  times  on  this  great 
issue.  If  that  contention  were  disputed, 
he  thought  the  statistics  of  recent  elections 
amply  confirmed  the  fact.  He  desired 
to  adopt  the  words  used  by  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  at 
Dungannon  on  8th  October,  1886.  Al- 
though the  hon.  Member  now  sat  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  he  would 
ask  that  careful  attention  should  be 
given  to  those  words,  because  he  had 
Hveda  good  many  years  in  Ireland  before 
he  uttered  them  and  knew  the  position 
there  as  well  as  most  men.  The  hon. 
Member  said — 

"  rhave  never  doubted  how  the  hon.  Member 
or  Cork  would  treat  inuonvenient  miaorities, 
and  I  now  hold,  firmer  than  I  did  before,  that 
if  the  Froteetaiita  of  Ireland  ever  place  their 
civil  or  religious  liberties  at  the  mercy  of  the 
band  of  mercenaries  who  follow  Mr,  Fameire 
lead,  they  will  speedily  and  bitterly  rue  the 
transaction." 

He  thoroughly  agreed  with  him,  and 
it  was  only  necessary  t)  alter 
the  leader's  names.  He  would  give 
another  illustration.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Galway,  writing  recently  in  the  Daily 
Chronicle,  claimed  greater  powers  in  the 
proposed  Council  for  Nationalists  in  order 
that  tiiey  might  the  better  be  able  to 
show  generosity  and  justice  to  the 
'Protestants,  who  would  always  have 
been  in  a  minority  in  the  Council.  The 
Editor  of  the  British  Weekly,  as  a  Non- 
conformist, replying  to  ttus  argument 
said — 

"  The  hon.  Member  knows  history.  Will  he 
tell  us  of  a  single  instance  where  a  Roman 
Catholio  has  given  justice  to  a  ^Yitentant 
minority  T   We  wait  to  hear." 

He  had  carefully  perused  every  issue  of 
the  British  Weekly  since  that  was  pub- 

Mr  Barrie. 


lished,  and  he  had  failed  to  find  an  anamr 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Qalway. 

Mb.  GWYNN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  directly  challmged  me  on 
this  matter.  I  never  saw  the  article 
he  refers  to.  It  is  impossible  lor  any 
man  to  nad  all  the  newspapers.  I  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  giving  the  illnstra- 
tion  asked  for. 

Mb.  BARBIE  said  he  had  pnt  on 
record  the  statement  made  by  a  lately- 
circulated  Nonconfomust  periodical. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  : 
We  never  heard  of  it  before. 

Mb.  barrie  said  he  was  s4»Ty  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  never  hmrd  of 
it.  As  to  the  present  composititHt  of  the 
Nationalist  Party  he  would  quote  what 
was  said  in  the  Irish  People,  a  publication 
edited  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork.  Over  a  year  ago  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid.  Cork  had  a  sudden 
punishment  meted  out  to  him  because 
he  had  not  conformed  in  some  way  to  the 
behests  of  the  Party.  He  reai^oed  hi» 
peat  and  stood  again,  and  the  <^Ecial 
Irish  Parliamentary  Party  did  not  dare 
even  to  oppose  him.  During  the  contest 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Sty  of  Cork 
said — 

"^Silly  people  who  were  ready  to  swallow 
any  cry  would  no  doubt  be  told  that  Mr.  SheehaA 
was  standing  against  the  Irish  Party  aud  against 
majority  rule.  That  cry  was  worthy  of  a 
party  who  could  live  only  by  falsehocidp,  and 
by  the  Btippression  of  the  truth  from  the  ooontry. 
The  truth  was  the  other  way,  for  Mr.  Sbeehan 
was  standing  to  save  the  great  majotity  of  the 
Irish  Party  and  their  nominal  Leader  firom  a 
secret  despotism,  which  was  reducing  the  nuB» 
of  that  Party  to  an  empty  name  and  an  object 
of  derision  in  Ireland,  The  majority  of  the  Liinh 
Party  had  no  more  to  do  with  the  expulniun  of 
Mr.  Sheehan  from  the  Irish  Party  than  they  had 
to  do  with  the  last  eclipse  of  the  son.  They 
knew  no  mote  about  this  outrage  on  Mr.  Kwehsife 
and  the  people  of  Mid  Cork  than  even  Hr. 
Sheehan  himself  until  they  read  of  it  in  the' 
newspapers.  To  that  hour  the  majority  of 
the  IriBn  Party  knew  as  little  as  those  he  waa- 
addresfling  aa  to  who  were  the  secret  conajarators 
who  vere  yielding  the  power  of  life  and  death 
over  their  colleagues  and  themselves.  The 
whole  thing  waa  done  in  guilty  secret,  and  in 
some  unknown  atar  ohamnH,  uid  the  object  of 
that  Uid  Cork  election  was  to  tear  away  that 
cloud  of  darkness,  and  let  the  party  and  the 
country  know  once  and  for  all  who  «  ere  the  guilty 
conspirators  and  by  Mhatrij^ttliBjr^cl^M  thaft 
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iatolanble  preteaiion  to  do  what  they  liked 
with  the  liberties,  ftnd  with  the  honour,  and 
with  the  funds  of  the  Irish  Party.  If  they 
were  to  condone  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Sheehan 
by  those  men,  what  was  tu  prevent  them  next 
firom  itrilung  at  fifteen  or  twenty  Members  of 
the  Irish  Party  whom  Uiey  would  Just  as  gladly 
strike  down  without  even  the  form  of  a  trial  t 
^lat  was  not  majority  rule,  it  was  Thuggery 
rule,  but  from  that  day  forth  the  men  of  Ireland 
going  to  put  it  down.  Mr.  Sheehan  was 
takii^  the  only  means  of  saving  the  Irish  Party 
from  secret  tyranta,  and  from  the  conditions  of 
ignominy  and  slavery  in  which  they  were  at 
nt  lying,  in  terror  of  the  men  who  had  got 
of  thtj  Australian  funds,  which  were  really 
the  beginniog  and  end  of  all  tUs  tronble." 

[Interruption  from  the  Irish  Benches.] 
He  was  quoting  the  words  of  one  of  the 
Uembers  of  the  Irish  Party,  and  he 
claimed  he  ma  entitled  to  introduce 
them  during  that  debate.  The^  had  an 
interesting  bearing  on  the  question  before 
them.  As  a  ICember  of  the  Ulster 
Unionist  Party  he  desired  to  associate 
himself  with  everything  which  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Belfast  in  defence  of  the  Irish  Unionists. 
Sverything  that  had  occurred  in  recent 
years  had  justified  their  attitude*  and 
they  wer6  determined  to  resist  by  every 
laidul  means  any  attempt  to  hand  them 
over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Irish 
Nationalist  Party. 

♦Ma.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  Bush- 
cliffe)  thought  that  the  House  had 
heard  with  great  pleasure  and  aatis- 
&ctioa  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  that  religious  bigotry  and  animosity 
were  hateful  to  the  Irish  people.  He  was 
sure  that  they  all  recognised  the  truth  of 
the  testimony  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  in  his  own  person.  That  was  the 
impression  which  he  himself  had  received 
when  he  visited  Ireland,  and  he  believed 
that  the  facts  and  ^ures  laid  before  the 
House  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford  had  laid  that  bogey  to  rest. 
The  debate  must  have  stirred  the 
memories  of  all  those  who  were  in  the 
House  in  the  old  days  of  the  eighties. 
His  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  told  them  that  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  every  Member  of  the  House 
to  read  the  debates  on  the  Coercion  Bill 
of  1887.  He  would  supplement  that  by 
Baying  that  in  his  humble  judgment  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  every 
Member  to  read  the  debates  on  the  great 
Home  Rule  Bill  of  1886.   Those  were 


days  indeed,  in  Mr.  Parneirs  phrase,  of 

the  battle  of  giants.  He  thought  it 
would  be  admitted  by  anyone  who 
lookel  over  the  last  twenty  years  that 
since  the  introduc  i^n  of  that  Home 
Rule  Bill  in  1886  there  had  been  a 
great  march  in  the  movement  towards 
Irish  self-government.  He  thought  that 
the  Amendment  moved  by  the  noble  Lord 
was  somewhat  belated,  and  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  would  look  into  the  history  of 
his  Party  he  would  find  that  years  ago 
they  had  moved  a  long  way  in  front  of  Ms 
Resolution.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  used  the  following 
striking  language  on  12th  Mardi,  1887 — 

*'  But  when  Mr.  Gladstone  introduced  this 
tremendous  measure,  when  he  made  this 
enormous  concession  to  the  Pamrilite  Party 
we  felt,  and  we  said — and  no  man  said  it  more 
clearly  than  Lord  Hartington — that  the  situa. 
tion  had  been  changed  by  bis  action,  and  that 
in  future  it  would  be  useless  to  talk  of  measures 
which  might  have  been  sufficient  before,  and 
that  we  were  bound  to  consider  the  matter 
now  on  a  Ivoader  and  wider  standpcnnt,  and 
with  a  view  to  make  more  extensive  concessions, 
and  accordingly  our  position  was  that  while 
we  were  willing  to  azree  in  the  future  to  the 
creation  of  some  legislative  authority  in  Dublin 
in  accordance  with  Mr.  Gladstone's  principles, 
we  could  not  consent,  and  would  not  consent 
to  the  scheme  by  which  he  proposed  to  carry 
this  out  so  long  3S  the  safeguards]  which  Mr. 
QIadgtone  {wovided  were  in  our  opini(nL  totdly 
illusory  and  inadequate." 

The  same  attitude  was  taken  up  in 
1893-1894.  The  principle  of  a  legis- 
lative authority  in  Dublin  was  conceded 
by  both  these  distinguished  men ;  but, 
they  now  had  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  South  Kensington  adopting  a  nega- 
tive non  poasumus  attitude.  The  noble 
Lord  had  not  attempted  to  grapple  with 
the  various  assertions  set  forth  in  the 
Resolution  of  the  Leader  of  the  Irish 
Party.  The  case  for  Irish  self-govern- 
ment oould  not  be  displaced  as  re- 
garded cost,  inefficiency,  and  the 
alienation  of  the  sympathies  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  Let  them  take 
it  whichever  way  they  liked,  the  case 
stood  not  only  where  it  did  in  1886, 
but  had  been  strengthened  by  what  had 
happened  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
He  had  read  very  carefully  the  speeches 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford  in  various  parts  of  Ire- 
land in  1907,  and  he  did  not  imder- 
stand  how  anyone  going  throi^h  them 
could  feel  otherwise  than  that  the  ^ition 
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of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  abandantlv 
justified.  And  that  was  strengthened 
by  the  illuminating  notes  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal.  This  Parliament 
had  for  generations  been  dealing  with 
Ireland  with  a  want  of  knowledge.  The 
fofu  et  origo  mali  was  still  want  ol  know- 
ledge of  Ireland.  No  one  had  admitted 
tltat  more  specUioally  than  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  What  did  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  in  1895  in  regard 
to  the  treatment  by  this  Parliament  of 
Irish  industries  ? — 

*'  There  was  a  time,  an  unhappy  time,  when 
the  Britiah  Parliament  thought  they  were  well- 
employed  in  crushing  out  Irish  manufactureB 
in  the  interest  of  the  BritiAh  product'.  It  was 
a  cruel  and  it  has  proved  to  be  a  stnpid  policy." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Hear,  hear. 
That  was  160  years  ago. 

Mr.  ELLIS  said  he  was  not  challenging 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  consistency 
in  the  least ;  he  was  comparing  in- 
stances. Though  they  might  have  got 
rid  of  the  cruelty,  they  had  not  got  rid 
of  the  stupidity.  When  he  first  entered 
Parliament  he  at  once  came  face  to  face 
with  the  land  question.  He  went  over 
to  Ireland  and  rode  hundreds  of  miles 
over  the  country.  He  had  piles  of  note- 
books filled  with  observatiDns  on  Irish  land 
and  Irish  tenancy.  He  was  amazed  to 
find  that  the  rental  was  taken  in  Ireland, 
and  had  been  taken  for  long,  from  the 
person  who  created  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty and  paid  to  persons  who  nad 
contributed  nothing  to  thia  value.  They 
all  knew  that  in  this  country  the 
landlords  created  the  buildings,  exe- 
cuted the  drainage,  and  so  forth.  In 
Ireland  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
They  might  go  over  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  acres  where  all  the  value  of  the 
property  had  been  created  by  the  tenants, 
and  large  villages  where  every  house  had 
been  built  by  the  tenants.  On  many 
a  property  the  landlord  had  never  spent 
£5  upon  them.  That  was  proved  by 
the  fact  that  in  the  Act  of  1881  there 
was  a  special  provision  that  English 
managed  estates  should  be  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  that  Act,  and  that  no 
advantage  had  been  taken  of  that  pro- 
vision, the  simple  reason  being  that 
there  were  practically  no  s'lrh  estates. 
There  was  another  very  striking  thing  i 
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about  the  Irish  land  question  which  was 
not  often  taken  notice  of.  The  tenant 
had  a  much  longer  hereditary  connec- 
tion with  the  land  than  the  landlord. 
Many  of  them  had  been  for  generation 
after  generation  on  the  land,  and  new 
landlords  had  come  on  the  scene,  and 
had  filched  from  the  tenants  all  sorts 
of  their  ancient  rights.  The  tenantry 
had  been  treated  as  a  factor  in  adding 
rental  value  to  the  property,  and 
where  that  could  not  be  done  they 
were  swept  away.  That  was  the  cause 
of  the  great  evictions  when  the  people 
were  hurled  ofi  the  land  to  the  sea 
shore.  In  regard  to  the  machinery 
of  government  in  Ireland,  where  the 
treatment  had  not  been  cmel  it  had 
been  stupid.  The  noble  Lord  did  not 
refer  to  Lord  Dtmraven's  striking  book, 
in  which  he  gave  a  catalogue  of 
the  administrative  Boards  in  Ireland. 
He  showed  that  the  civil  administration 
of  Ireland  consisted  of  no  less  than, 
sixty -seven  authorities.  Ireland  did 
not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  our 
constitutional  system,  and  she  had  not 
the  advantages  of  an  efficient  despo- 
tism. She  fell  between  the  two  schools. 
There  had  been  some  curious  things 
happen  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
to  some  of  which  he  would  call  atten- 
tion. He  wished  the  noble  Lord  had 
let  a  little  light  into  some  of  them. 
They  started  the  twenty  years  with  an 
interview  between  the  then  Lord-Iiieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Lord  Carnarvon,  in  a 
house  with  Mr.  Parnell  and  also  the 
Prime  Minister,  but  not  one  of  his  col- 
leagues; then  they  had  the  Newport 
speech,  which  might  be  read  to-day 
with  very  great  advantage ;  and  th^n  they 
had  later  another  Prime  Minister,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
who  was  going  to  speak,  would  give  thema 
little  information  about  the  MacDonuell 
mystery.  There  was  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man carrying  on  coercion  for  many  years 
— and  he  never,  apart  from  his  policy, 
admired  a  man  more  for  the  unflinching 
vigour  with  which  he  carried  it  on — 
and  then  they  had  Mr.  Gerald  Bairour ; 
and  while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
Prime  Minister  they  had  the  curious 
incident  of  Sir  Antony  MacDonnell,  and 
he  initiated  a  new  policy.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  them 
a  little  information  about  these  things  if 
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he  spoke  in  that  debate.  There  was 
rather  a  significant  artijle  in  the  North 
American  Review  in  February,  1903, 
evidently  written  on  authori'iy,  that  the 
scheme  then  put  forward  was  not  only 
s  scheme  of  fln^nciil  but  of  political 
reform,  and  covered  the  whole  scheme 
of  devolution.  Did  anybody  doubt  that 
at  the  end  of  the  period  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  Irel'.nd,  taking  it  all  over, 
had  less  sympathy  £.nd  les^  apprecii- 
tion  of  English  rule  thsn  it  had  at  the 
beginning!  There  might  not,  happily, 
be  so  much  crime  and  so  m.ucb  disorder, 
but  there  was  a  movement  growing  in 
Ireland,  even  among  Unioniits,  in 
the  direction  of  some  change  being 
made,  and  as  he  listened  to  ths  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sit  down  end 
remembered  the  way  in  which  Colonel 
Saonderson  presented  it,  he  thought 
low  the  Unionist  cause  as  legaxds  foxe 
and  vigour  had  fallen.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  had  alluded 
to  the  Irish  represent  it ives,  and  he 
thought  they  could  not  dwell  upon  that 
fact  too  strongly.  Our  system  of  gover  i- 
ment  w&s  based  on  the  representative 
principle ;  they  all  claimed  to  come 
there  as  representing  somebody ;  they 
were  all  nothing  with  themselves ;  they 
passed  away,  but  their  constituencies 
endured.  But  all  through  this  time, 
whatever  the  fortunes  of  English  parties, 
there  had  been  more  than  eighty  men 
from  Ireland,  all  of  whom  represented 
more  truly  than  some  of  them  could  say 
(hat  Irish  demand  dealt  wiUi  in  theReso- 
tation  before  them.  This,  it  was  foreseen, 
would  be  the  case  in  1884,  when  there 
occurred  in  the  House  a  great  debate  on 
the  Irish  franchise.  One  of  the  most 
eloquent  membars — the  last  real  Irish 
OCitor,  Mr.  Plunkett" —  poi:ited  out 
that  if  they  gave  the  franchise  to 
the  Irish  peasant  they  would  undoubtedly 
make  it  inevitable  that  the  Nationalist 
Party  would  come  up  there  jv^ith  a  great 
majority.  So  it  had  been.  They  had 
had  a  stream  of  men  coming  from  IrMand 
irho  were  entitled  to  be  listened  to. 
Bat,  apart  from  that,  he  noticed  a 
aingalar  statement  which  fell  not  long 
»go  from  the  late  Solicitor- General  who, 
h«  believed,  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
it  was  about  time  that  the  government 
of  Ireland  .was  left  for  Irishmen  to 
^esl  with. 
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Sir  E.  CARSON  (Ihiblin  University) 
said  that  was  not  exactly  what  he  had 
seated.  He  said  that  if  the  present 
course  of  givemment  went  on  and  did 
not  afiord  protection  to  the  Irish  people 
the  English  Grovemment  had  oetter 
clear  out  of  Ireland. 


*Mr.  ELLIS  was  glad  to  have  ex- 
tracted that  statement.  The  present 
course  of  government  included  the 
Conservative  Qovemment. 


Sis  E.  CARSOK 
Glovemment. 


No,  the  present 


•Mr.  ELLIS  said  of  course  he  accepted 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  explanation. 
But  in  this  connection  he  remembered 
very  well  the  striking  words  used  by  Mr. 
Parnell  in  the  great  debate  of  1886.  He 
said — 

"  We  cannot  give  tip  a  fdngle  Irishman ;  we 
want  the  energy,  the  patiionam,  the  talents, 
and  the  work  of  every  Irishman  to  ensure  that 
this  great  experiment  shall  be  a  successful  one. 
The  best  systein  of  government  for  a  country 
I  believe  to  be  one  which  requires  that  that 
Government  should  be  the  resoluticm  of  all  the 
forces  within  that  country.  I  regard  'v*'^^ 
as  necessary  to  the  success  erf  this  triaL  We 
want  ail  creeds'and  all  classes  in  Ireland.  We 
cannot  consent  to  a  single  Irishman  as  not 
beloogiDg  to  us." 

He  was  not  sure  that  if  Mr.  Famell 
had  been  in  his  place  now  he  would  not 
have  claimed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  being  willing  to  work 
under  his  banner.  He  welcomed  the 
Resolution ;  he  believed  it  cleared  the  air. 
He  believed  that,  after  all,  the  sl^  was 
breaking,  and  that  the  Irish  Nationalists 
and  the  English  Members — because  this 
was  as  much  a  question  for  them  as  for 
the  Nationalist  Members — might  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  problem 
would  be  solved  by  giving  to  the  Irish 
people  the  legislative  and  executive 
control  of  all  purely  Irish  affairs.  He 
should  go  with  unhesitating  alacrity 
into  the  lobby  in  support  of  the  Besoluticm. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ex- 
pended the  greater  -part  of  his  speech 
in  expounding  to  the  House  two  flagrant 
instances  of  English  misgovemment  in 
Ireland.  The  flrat  related  tQ  tiie  Irish 
system  of  land  t^j^i^^^jii 
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ftB  everybody  knows,  it  has  been  ous- 
tomaiy  for  the  tenant  to  make  the  im- 
proTements — not  a  good  system  in  my 
opinion,  but  a  system  whioh  we  on  this 
side  o£  the  House — the  party  to  which 
I  belong,  the  Government  of  whichi  wrsa 
member — have  done  not  only  something 
to  remedy,  but  eveything  to  remedy. 
What  was  tinkered  at  before  by  Radic^  1 
Govemmenta  and  Conservative  Govera- 
mente  in  the  way  of  land  purchase  has 
been  finally  and  concliudTely  settled  by 
the  Land  Purchase  Act,  passed  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Dover, 
and  what  can  be  the  relevance  of  a  system 
of  land  tenure  in  Ireland  whioh  is  reme- 
died by  legislation  passed  by  this 
House  to  an  argument  which  dicusses 
whether  this  House  is  capable  of  dealing 
with  Irish  problems  utterly  passes  my 
comprehension.  But  I  go  fiurther,  and 
I  ask:  How,  if  Home  Bule  had  passed, 
either  in  1886  or  1893,  could  the  land 
question  have  been  settled  ?  If  it  has 
been  settled  now,  or  if  it  is  in  the  way 
of  being  settled  now  by  the  use  of  British 
credit  and  British  capital — and  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suppose  that  after 
his  ideal  is  carried  into  effect,  and  there 
is  in  Dublin  an  independent  Parliament 
with  an  executive  responsible  to  it,  it  is 
likely  that  a  British  House  of  Parliament 
which  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
Ireland  except  occasionally  to  coerce 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  in  the 
management  of  Irish  afiairs — (that, ,  I 
nndeistand,  is  the  theory) — how  they 
would  haTe  dealt  with  the  Irish  land 
problem  on  just  and  sound  lines  without 
British  credit  behind  them  passes  my 
comprehension,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man forgot  in  the  course  of  his  speech  to 
explain  it.  His  other  illustration,  if  he 
will  allow  me  to  say  so,  was,  if  possible, 
more  unfortunate.  He  told  us  that  he 
had  driven  many  hundreds  of  miles  on 
an  outside  oar  through  Ireland — I  am 
Bure  enjoying  the  lovely  scenery  and  the 
kindly  hospitality  of  its  inhabitants — 
but  he  said  he  had  discovered  in  the  course 
of  his  investigations  that  there  were  no 
less  than  sixty-seven  boards  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  ELLIS  said  he  took  the  sixty- 
seven  boards  from  Lord  Diinraven's  book. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  X  beg  pardon. 
That  was  not  discovered  on  the  outside 

Mr.  A,  /.  Balfour. 


car.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
have  been  in  this  HoTise  when  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  spoke  this  evening. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  made  a 
very  interesting  speech,   to   which  X 
shall  refer  later,  and  in  the  course  of 
that  speech  he  had  a  long  and  interesting 
parenthesis,  in  which  he  re-made  the 
speech  which,  by  his  own  account,  he 
ought  to  have  made  when  he  brought 
in  the  Irish  Councils  Bill  last  year.  He 
indicated  to  the  House  that  he,  hk»  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  had  been  misled 
by  Lord  Dunraven  in  his  book.    He  did 
not  mention  the  name  or  the  source, 
but  he  did  mention   the  sixty-seven 
boards,  and  he  said  it  was  a  very  unfor- 
timate   argument  to   have  used.  He 
felt  he  had  weakened  his  case  by  it, 
because  these  sixty-seven  boards  were 
now  quite  an  illusory  argument,  and  the 
whole  justification  of  the  abortive  Bill 
of  last  year  did  not  depend  upon  sixty- 
seven  boards,  but,  I  think,  upon  six — 
a  percentage  of  diminution  which  my 
powers  of  mental  arithmetic  are  unable 
at  the  moment  to  calculate,  but  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will 
admit  is  very  large.   So  much  for  the 
two  instances  that  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  mentioned.   If  I  go  back,  leaving 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  to 
a  general  survey  of  the  debate,  I  have 
one  or  two   general  ■  observations  to 
make.   The  first  is  this,  that  it  is  clearly 
impossible  to  discuss  the  merits  of  Home 
KtUe  in  the  course  of  a  debate  which, 
begins  at  four  o'clock  and  ends,  let  us 
say,  at  half-past  eleven.   I  remember 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Bill  of  1893  we  took  a  fortnight ;  or  at 
least  we  had  four  days  for  the  introduc- 
tion and  I  do  not  know  how  many  days 
for  the  Second  Reading.    Though  in  thoee 
days,  as  in  these,  there  was  occasional 
repetition  in  argument,  still  I  am  not 
maldng  an  extravagant  statement  when 
I  say  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  speaker, 
whatever  his   powers  of  compression 
may  be,  to  deal,  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  conditions  under  which 
we  are  discussing  this  question,  with  so 
vast  a  theme  in  an^  adequate  fashion. 
The  second  observation  I  have  to  make, 
or  the  second  question  I  put  to  myself, 
is  'whether  we  are  engaged  in  a  serious 
discussion  at  all  ?    I  confess  that  when 
I  heard  the  hpn, ,  and  iesbH^e^  G^tleman 
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vho  initiated  the  debate  make  his 
speech,  I  felt,  u  I  hare  always  felt  when 
be  ^»ea]n  to  as,  that  he  has  strong  con- 
victionB  on  this  matter  which  he  ib 
as  capable  as  any  man  in  this  Honae  of 
expressing  eloquently  and  eftectively. 
Bnt  then,  when  I  heard  the  reply  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  I  did  not  know  whether 
I  was  assisting  at  a  pre-arranged  comedy 
between  the  Government  and  their  friends 
on  that  side  and  their  conaistent  and 
faithful  supporters  below  ihe  gitrgway, 
and  whether,  in  &ct,  this  was  not  a 
mere  attempt  to  make  the  outside 
public  believe  that  the  Irish  Nationalist 
Members  were  as  interested  as  ever 
in  the  question  of  Home  Rule,  but  tha 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  not  to 
be  driven  into  any  unpleasant  comer  or 
compelUd  to  make  any  unpleasant  dec'ara- 
tions,  but  were  to  have  the  same  latitude 
of  inteipretation  of  their  Home  Rule 
declarations  as  they  had  enjoyed  in 
the  past.  I  had  intended  speaking 
on  the  merits,  but — [Cries  of  "  Go  on."^ — 
then  you  bring  it  on  yourselves,  and,  if  I 
am  to  survey,  even  in  the  briefest  fashion 
the  merits  of  the  question,  I  must  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  though 
I  shall  not  really  travel  outside  the 
limits  of  to'day's  debate.  What  said 
the  Leader  of  the  Irish  Party  ?  He  gave 
his  version  of  the  arguments  that  had 
been  used  in  favour  of  Home  Rule,  and 
said — 

"  The  whole  situation  is  altered.  There  may 
have  been  strong  argaments  against  Home 
Bole  in  IRSfl  and  in  1803,  bat  those  argumentfl, 
which  may  have  been  stroDg  then,  bare  been 
destroyed  since,  and  destroyed  by  Uis  action  of 
a  Unionist  Governraent." 

What  were  his  two  a^piments  ?  The 
first  was  that  you  required  to  do  justice 
in  the  matter  of  land.  You  had  to  do 
justice  to  Irish  landlords  as  well  as  Irish 
tenants,  and  if  Home  Rule  had  been 
passed  in  1886  or  1893  justice  would 
not  have  been  done.  Justice  will  now 
be  ^ne  because  the  Land  Act  of  1903 
has  been  passed,  and  that  question  is 
in  the  way  of  solution.  I  am  proud  toha  ve 
been  a  member  of  the  Government  which 
passed  that  Act ;  but,  when  it  is  sug- 
gested that  it  is  inconsistent  with  Unionist 
policy*  let  me  say  that  I  had  been  an 
ardent  advocate  for  years  of  that  policy 
before  I  held  office  in  this  House  at  all. 
Hore  than  twenty  years  ago  I  seconded 


of  Ireland.  214 

a  Resolution  on  the  subject  of  land 
purchase  when  I  was  in  Opposition,  and 
ever  since  then  I  have,  in  office  and  out 
of  office,  ardently  advocated  tiutt  policy,, 
and  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  we  borrowed 
it  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
and  his  friends.  I  believe  the  public 
man  whose  name  was  most  identified, 
in  early  life  with  it  was  Mr.  Bright ;  but, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  small  be- 
ginnings of  that  policy,  all  that  has  been 
.done  of  a  great  and  effectual  character 
has  been  done  by  us,  all  the  great  steps 
have  been  taken  by  us,  and  they  have 
been  absolutely  consistent  with  the 
whole  theory  of  Unionist  administration^ 
The  second  argument  used  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  was  that  the 
opponents  of  Home  Rule  laid  down  the 
principle  that  Irishmen,  qua  Irishmen^ 
were  incapable  of  administering  affairs^ 
and  that  tiiat  argument  had  been  entirely 
disposed  of  by  the  fact  that  a  Unionist 
Government  gave  a  full  measure  of  local 
administration  to  Irish  county  councils. 
Local  government  in  Ireland,  again,  has 
always  been  a  part  of  Unionist  policy. 

Ua.  J.  UACVEAGH  :  What  did  Lord 
Salisbury  say  at  Newport  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  He  certainly 
said  nothing  inconsistent  with  that. 
Long  before  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Act  passed,  I  and  my  friends  have- 
always  said  that  privileges  of  that  kind 
which  yon  gave  to  England  must  bo 
given  to  Ireland.  They  were  not  given 
to  England,  remember,  until  a  Unionist 
Government  gave  them  in  1888 ;  and,  as- 
soon  as  they  were  given  to  England,, 
then,  in  my  opinion,  it  became  absolutely 
necessary,  right,  and  just  that  the  same 
privileges  should  be  given  to  Ireland; 
and  they  were  given,  not  when  a  Radical 
Government  came  in,  but  when  a  Unionist 
Government  f^ain  took  office  in  18£KS. 
Who  has  ever  si^^ested  that  an  Irishman 
is  incapable  of  dealing  with  government  ? 
[A  Nationalist  Member  :  Lord  Salis- 
bury.] I  beg  pardon.  He  did, nothing 
of  the  kind.  You  have  only  to  see  the 
Parliamentary  ability  of  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway — an  ability  which 
I  have  experienced,  sometimes  i^asur- 
ably  and  somedmes  painfully,  for  the 
last  thirty  years — ^to  know  that  Irishmen 
yield  to  no  nation  [j^.fl^^ig^tggtteir 
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PaTliamentary  aptitudes.  And  I  am 
delighted  to  learn  what  we  have  heard 
to-day — that  the  Irish  county  councils 
"have  shown  great  administrative  ability, 
«nd  have  been  a  very  creditable  institu- 
tion. As  one  of  those  who  created  t^t 
institution,  am  I  ea:pected  to  stand  in  a 
white  sheet  on  that  accoimt  ?  No,  Sir, 
no  one  ever  objected  to  Home  Rule  on 
the  groimd  that  Irishmen  lacked  the 
necessary  ability  to  deal  with  questions 
of  public  policy ;  and  no  one  su^^ted 
that  the  Irish  county  councils  would 
fail  in  their  duty  except  as  far  as  they 
allowed  their  political  prejudices  to  inter- 
fere. And  I  am  afraid  that,  if  the  matter 
were  inquired  into  impartially,  it  would  be 
iound  that,  so  high  does  party  feeling  run 
in  Ireland,  and  not  on  one  side  only,  that 
you  cannot  count  on  county  councils  to 
appoint  to  places  of  emolument  those 
beat  qualified  to  carry  out  the  functions 
iinless  they  share  the  p:r.tical  opinions 
of  the  majority.  If  that  is  the  fact, 
fiurely  it  bears  out  the  conclusion  to 
which  my  noble  friend,  in  his  brilliant 
speech  to-night,  called  attention — 
that  if  Ireland  were  left  entirely 
to  her  own  political  resources  she  would 
1)6  the  scene  of  violent  political  faction 
fights  in  which  the  minority  would  fare 
very  badly,  the  minority  being  in  this 
case  that  section  of  the  population  which 
certainly  has  shown  the  greatest  industrial 
aptitude.  That  is  the  only  moral  that 
can  be  drawn  from  the  county  coimcils  ; 
but  surely  it  is  enough.  The  Members 
of  this  House,  three-fourths  of  whom  do 
not  remember  the  old  debates  on  this 
Bubject,  absolutely  underrate  the  practical 
difficulties  that  would  arise  in  menacing 
power  directly  any  one  tried  to  formulate 
Home  Rule.  Most  of  the  Gentlemen 
whom  I  am  addressing  are  new  to  this 
■question.  They  have  not  had  to  face 
^e  difficulties  in  their  concrete  shape 
in  a  Bill.  If  they  had  they  would  see  that 
such  questions  as  those  regarding  the 
position  of  the  Irish  representatives  and 
the  relations  of  the  two  Exchequers  are 
<]uestion8  so  incapable  of  solution  that 
by  themselves  they  would  make  any 
Government  desiring  to  pass  a  practical 
Bill  shrink  from  the  colossal  task.  But 
behind  all  these  questions,  which  may 
perhaps  be  regarded  as  questions  of  de- 
tail, tjiere  lies  a  far  greater  issue.  I  have 
lieazd  the  Leader  of  the  Irish  Party  and 
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his  friends  constantly  talk  of  tiie  analt^y 
between  Ireland  as  they  would  wish  to 
see  it  and  a  British  self-governing  cc^ony. 
Sir,  there  is  no  analogy.  I  remember 
an  observation  written  twenty  yean 
before  the  Home  Rule  controvexsy 
began,  in  which  the  late  Professor  Free- 
man stated  that  there  had  been  a  vast 
number  of  cases  in  which  a  federal  system 
had  been  created,  but  that  in  every 
case  except  one  the  federal  system  was 
an  effort  to  draw  together  the  parts  of 
a  great  community  which  had  become 
separated.  It  was  a  process  of  integta- 
tion  and  not  of  disintegration.  The  one 
example  he  pointed  to  in  the  contrary 
sense  was  the  case  of  the  Germanic  com- 
munities, which ,  in  the  early  Middle 
Ages,  were  a  relatively  united  nation, 
and  which,  through  various  historic 
Btresfies,  gradually  got  broken  up  into 
semi-independent  States.  They  had 
some  kind  of  organic  unity,  but  one 
which  was  ineffective,  costly,  and  prolific 
of  wars  and  friction — the  very  cause  of 
all  modem  European  difficulties.  How 
has  that  process  been  reversed  1  Ger- 
many was  united  ;  it  became  disin- 
tegrated ;  it  has  been  united  again  by 
blood  and  iron.  And  it  is  only  by  blood 
and  iron,  when  this  kind  of  disintegration 
has  been  allowed  to  proceed,  that  you 
can  reunite  elements  which  should  never 
have  been  allowed  to  separate.  The 
whole  tendency  of  modem  times  is  the 
creation  of  great  States  and  communities. 
That  is  the  process  of  integration.  The 
whole  of  the  relationship  to  our  Colonies, 
whether  this  plan  or  t)ut  plan  be  good* 
is  that  every  statesman  and  every  Party 
is  desirous  of  producing  a  new  state  of 
things  in  which  the  union  of  the  Colonies 
shall  he  closer.  If  you  give  Home  Rule 
to  Ireland,  a  superficial  observer  may 
say  that  you  are  placing  Ireland  in  a 
position  like  that  of  a  Colony.  The  true 
observer  sees  that  you  are  reversing  in 
the  case  of  Ireland  the  very  process  which, 
you  are  trying  to  carry  out  in  every 
other  part  of  the  Empire.  Instead  of 
aiming  at  the  integration  of  the  great 
British  Empire  you  are  doing  something 
towards  its  disintegration  ;  and  as  for  tell- 
ing me  that  there  is  any  analogy  between 
the  case  of  Ireland — which  is,  at  least, 
fully  represented  in  a  free  Assembly — 
and  the  case  of  those  communiries  beyond 
the  sea,  which  ^^|^  ^^©159^8,^  have 
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thought  we  could  manage  fiom  Downing 
Street  without  representative  institutions 
of  their  own,  I  say  that  there  is  no  analogy 
at  ally  and  to  quote  a  British  colony  in 
this  connection  appears  to  me  to  show 
an  utter  ignorance  of  the  essential 
and  fundamental  difference.   I  apologiRe 
to  the  House  even  for  this  ten  minutes 
on  the  merits.   I  do  so,  because  I  do 
not  feel  tiiat  it  is  the  merits  of  the 
question  that  are  interesting  to-night. 
What  is  leally  interesting  to-night  is  not 
what  we  on  these  benches  think.  Every 
one  knows  what  we  think.   Nor  is  the 
interesting  problem  by  what  arguments 
we  support  our  convictions,  because  it  is 
an  abstract  Resolution  not  having  the 
force  of  a  Bill,  and  we  are  at  liberty  to 
reserve  our  arguments  until  a  Bill  is 
brought  in  by  a  responsible  Government. 
The  really  interesting  and  important 
problem  to-night  is  not  what  we  think 
or  why  we  tblnk  it,  nor  what  the  hon. 
Akmbers  below  the  gangway  think.  We 
want  to  know  what  the  Government 
thiuk.   The  right  hon.  Crentleman  who 
preceded  me  said  that  he  rejoiced  in  this 
Resolution  because  it  would  clear  the 
air.    Has  it  cleared  the  air  ?    We  have 
still  to  hear  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  no  one  is  a  greater 
master  of  clear  exposition.   'Bs  may 
make  it  clear ;  but  has  it  been  dear^ 
so  far  ?   I  listened  to  the  characteristic 
speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  I  do 
not  think  he  will  pretend  that  he  cleared 
the  air.   I  remember  that  he  gave  us  a 
speech  full  of  the  most  luminous  obiter 
dicta  on  all  sorts  of  questions — the  late 
lamented  Devolution  Bill,  the  condition 
of  Irish  land  purchase,  and  other  pressing 
problems.    But  on  the  question  of  Home 
Rule  he  told  us  nothing  about  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  as  a  Govern- 
ment, or  of  the  Radical  Party  as  a  Party. 
His  nearest  approach  to  a  specific  utter- 
ance, as  far  as  I  remember,  was  in 
words  like  these,  "  Speaking  for  myself,'* 
he  aaid — not  for  his  friends,  not  for  his 
followerB;    he  did  not  say^  "I  am  in 
favour  of  a  Parliament  in  Dublin,  or  of 
an  Executive  responsible  to  that  Parlia- 
ment," but,  "  Speaking  for  myself,  I  am 
in  favour  of  a  Parliament  which  can  give 
constant  attention  to  Irish  questions." 
He  illustrated  that  rather  cryptic  refe- 
rence by  saying  in  what  an  embarrass- 
ment he  was  with  regard  to  land  pur- 
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chase  in  Ireland.    He  said  that  there  i» 
a  land  purchase  question  which  is  in  a 
state  of  great  confusion.    The  Act  of 
1903  was  a  great  Act,  but  in  order  to 
make  it  work,  you  ought  to  have  a 
Parliament  which  is  constantly  devoting* 
itself  to  the  subsidiary  problem';  that 
necessarily  come  in  the  train  of  a  great 
statute.    How  ii  an  Irish  Parliament 
going  to  deal  with  land  purchase  ia 
Ireland  ?   Is  land  purchase  going  to  he- 
carried  out  by  Irish  money  ?    It  is  going* 
to  be  carried  out  by  British  money.  And 
when  the  right  hon.  (xentlemaa  looks 
forward  to  a  devolution  of  our  responsi- 
bilities in  the  matter  of  land  purchase 
to  an  Irish  Parliament,  is  he  going  to 
give  the  Irish  Parliament  a  free  hand  in 
dealing  with  British  credit  and  British 
money  ?   Are  we  to  be  excluded  from 
any  say  in  that  matter,  or  is  that  to  be- 
the  prerogative  entirely  of  hon.  (Jentle- 
men  below  the  gangway  ?   And  if  we 
who  provide  the  money  are  to  have 
something  to  say  to  the  policy,  how  ture 
we  to  be  relieved  by  a  do«en  Parliament* 
in  Ireland  ?  The  truth  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  neither  ^  his  speech  to-night, 
nor  in  his  speech  on  Thursday,  nor,  so 
far  as  I  know,  in  any  speech  he  has  yet 
made,  has  dealt  with  any  Irish  question 
which  does  not  require  the  use  of  English 
money.    "  If  I  could  only  get  the  money, 
there  is  nothing  I  would  not  do  for 
Ireland,"  says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
"  I  have  a  great  plan,  a  great  reform. 
British  money  is  required."    How  is. 
that  going  to  be  cured  by  Home  Rule^ 
unless,  indeed,  as  some  cynics  have  sug* 
gested.  Home  Rule  is  another  plan  for 
gradually  increasing  at  the  general  tax- 
payers' cost  the  expense  of  Irish  govern- 
ment ?    Otherwise  how  are  these  great 
reforms  with  British  money  to  be  carried, 
out  except  by  the  British  Parliament  ? 
Clearly  there  is  no  conceivable  method ; 
and  I  could  wish  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, when  dealing  in  his  airy  and  de- 
lightful   manner    with    the  pressing- 
problem  of  Irish  government,  had  chosea 
questions  as  illustrating  the  neoesut^ 
for  Home  Rule  which  do  not  so  palpably 
involve  the  use  or  misuse  of  British  credit. 
That  is  all  we  have  as  yet  had  from 
the  Government  in  the  way  of  an  ex- 
pression of  their  convictions.   I  thought 
m^elf  when  I  came  down  that  Homo 
Rule  was  a  questioi^  w;hic^l^^|^^^ 
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thoroughly  threshed  out  on  two  occa- 
sions by  the  BiitiBh  Parliament,  that 
there  was  no  argument  one  way. or  the 
other,  no  plan  for  dealing  with  the 
objeotionB  which  hod  not  been  canvasBed 
and  re-canvassed  a  hundred  times — ^in 
other  winds,  that  the  problem  of  Irish 
Home  Bule  was  no  new  question.  Fiscal 
Tefoim  may  be  thought  to  be  a  new 
question  in  the  last  few  years,  but  Home 
Itule  is  an  old  question  upon  which 
«Tery  argument  has  been  thoroughly 
exanuned  and  weighed.  I  should  hare 
thought  every  Gentleman  with  this 
<^fportunity  of  weighing  and  eatimating 
every  ai^ument  would  have  &nmed  a 
contusion  upon  it.  That  is  not  the 
position  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  He 
told  us  he  was  an  eager  Home  Ruler,  and 
ended  by  making  an  appeal  to  the  Irish 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  to  deal 
frankly  witJi  the  House  and  say  what  it 
was  tibey  wanted. 

Mk.  BIBBELL  :  Not  with  the  House, 
but  with  the  electorate. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BAIiFOUB  :  I  do  not  know 
that  from  this  point  of  view  we  could 
distinguish  between  the  two.  I  am  aware 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  ma^  feel  that  there 
is  sometimes  a  distinction  between  the 
House  and  the  electorate,  but  in  this 
connection  what  distinction  can  there 
be  !  The  right  hon.  Gentieman  appears 
to  suppose  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway  have  been  want- 
ing in  clearness.  I  have  had  many  con- 
troveiues  with  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway,  but  on  this  subject  they 
have  been  lucidity  itself.  They  have 
never  left  us  in  the  smallest  doubt  as  to 
what  they  wanted.  There  may  be  doubt 
as  to  what  their  requests,  if  granted,  will 
ultimately  lead  to.  That  I  think  is  ez- 
tiremely  doubtful,  and  they  are  not 
masters  of  that  situation.  What  they 
want,  at  all  events  for  the  present,  has 
been  made  absolutely  clear.  It  was 
made  clear  by  Mr.  Famell ;  it  has  been 
made  clear  by  each  one  of  the  Gentlemen 
■  who  have  spoken  with  the  authority  of 
the  Insh  representation.  When  the 
Chief  Secretary  comes  down  and  asks  the 
Irish  to  deal  frankly  with  the  Radical 
Party  and  tell  them  what  they  want, 
it  does  seem  to  me  the^most  amazing 
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part  ever  played  by  a  responsible  Govern- 
ment to  a  section  of  their  supporters. 
Remember,  the  present  occupants  of  the 
Treasury  Bench  are  not  in  a  position  to 
say,  "  We  have  promised  not  to  deal 
witii  this  question  in  the  course  of  the 
present  Parliament ;  we  do  not  know 
what  is  going  to  happen  in  the  present 
Parliament,  and  we  must  wait  tall  the 
situation  arises  before  we  say  what  we 
shall  do  in  the  new  circimistances.** 
Some  people  may  say  that ;  they  cannot. 
I  remember  when  they  occupied  many 
nights  in  the  two  oi  three  yean  that 
preceded  the  last  general  election  in  de- 
nouncing in  every  mood  and  tense,  in 
every  key,  the  iniquities  of  tiie  then 
occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench,  because 
they  did  not  produce  a  full-blown  pro- 
ject of  fiscal  reform.  It  was  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  that  Parliament  could 
not  deal  with  the  subject.  That  did  not 
content  them.  They  said,  It  is  quite 
true  you  cannot  deal  with  it,  but  yon  most 
tell  us  the  plan  on  which  you  mean  to 
go  to  the  country.'*  I  do  not  know  that 
that  request  was  a  very  reasonable  one, 
but  at  all  events  those  who  made  it 
cannot  object  to  our  asking  what  tbej 
mean  to  go  to  the  country  on 
with  regard  to  Home  Rule.  Home  Rule 
no  doubt  involves  enorxnoua  diffi- 
culties and  a  prodigious  revolution, 
but  it  is  an  old  question,  a  question 
on  which  the  Radical  Party  made  up  their 
mind  twenty-two  years  ago,  and  on  which 
they  showed  that  they  had  neither  for- 
gotten anytiiing  noi  learned  anything 
fifteen  years  ago.  They  have  had  fifteen 
years  to  meditate  on  it.  They  had  all 
the  debates  of  1886  and  1892  of  which 
they  might  chew  the  cud,  and  then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  

MB.6IRRELL:  I  know  what  I  mean. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  sii^ularly  unsuccess- 
ful in  explaining  it  if  he  does  know  what 
he  means.  If  he  knew  what  he  meant 
why  did  he  appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway  to  tell  him  what 
they  meant  1  Do  they  mean  something 
different  by  Home  Rule  ?  Htu  Home 
Rule  two  meanings — a  Radical  meaning, 
whidk  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  repre- 
sents, and  an  {ri^^^^^»@^^  the 
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Member  for  Waterford  represents  ?  Are 
there  two  kinds  of  Home  Rule  ?  ["  No."] 
If  there  is  only  one  kind,  why  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeal  to  the 
Imh  Party  for  instruction,  iaformation, 
and  guidance  ?  The  right  h.on.  Gentle- 
man  ended  his  speeoh  by  an  appeal  to 
what  he  called  the  long  and  honourable 
connection  of  his  Party  with  the  Home 
Rule  cause.  The  connection  certainly 
has  been  long.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say 
that  it  has  been  otherwise  than  honour- 
able. But  let  me  ask  exactly  what  it 
is.  At  the  end  of  1885  Mr.  Gladstone 
came  in  with  a  not  very  big  majority, 
a  la^e  number  of  whom  were  hostile 
to  Home  Rule,  and  attempted  unsuccess- 
fully to  carry  a  Home  Rule  Bill.  He 
repeated  that  experiment  a  few  years 
later  with  a  small  majority  under  circum- 
stances of  extraordinary  difficulty,  and 
he  repeated  the  attempt  with  a  courage 
and  an  ability  which  even  those  who 
diff^ed  from  him  most  violently  were 
glad  to  recognise.  Fifteen  years  of 
meditation  passed  and  the  Home  Rule 
Party  came  into  power,  not  with  a 
divided  majority  as  in  1885,  not  with  a 
small  majority  as  in  1886,  not  with  a 
small  majority  as  in  1892,  but  with  the 
largest  majority  of  which  the  history 
id  the  British  Parliament  gives  us  the 
record;  and  these  Gentlemen,  after 
their  long  and  honourable  connection 
with  the  cause  of  Home  Rule,  believing, 
as  they  are  going  to  say  to-night  when 
they  vote  for  this  Resolution,  that  it  is 
not  only  good  for  Ireland,  but  good  for 
Scotland  and  for  England ;  believing, 
in  other  words,  that  it  still  stands  as  it 
did  in  1886  and  1893 ;  believing  that  it 
stands  in  the  forefront,  not  of  a  mere 
local  reform  admirable  for  Ireland,  but 
indifierent  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom ;  believing,  as  they 
think,  that  it  is  a  reform  intimately 
bound  up  with  the  prosperity  of  every 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom — these 
Cattlemen  have  so  arrai^ed  their  busi- 
ncas,  have  perhaps  so  contrived  their 
Sectoral  programme,  have  so  lavished 
their  electoral  promises,  that  they  find 
the  majority  which  perhaps  alone  could 
deal  with  this  question  evaporating 
before  their  eyes,  vanishing  before  they 
iR  able  to  strike  a  single  blow  in  favour 
of  that  cause  with  which  they  have  been  so 
long  and  so  honourably  connected.  I 


honestly  think  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  when  he  rises  imm'ediately 
to  reply  to  me  will  put  an  end  to  thu. 
ambiguous  state  of  things.  If  he  elects 
to  say — as  he  will  be  justified  in  saying : 
"  I  am  a  Home  Ruler,  I  am  in  favour  of 
that  policy,  I  have  spoken  and  voted 
for  it,  but  I  recognise  that  under  modem 
conditions  it  cannot  be  carried  out,  and 
I  therefore  abandon  it,"  no  one  could 
say  that  is  either  dishonourable  or 
ambiguous.  It  may  be  statesmanlike ; 
it  may  be  right.  If  he  elects  to  get  up 
and  say :  "  I  always  have  been  a  Home 
Ruler,  I  am  still  a  Home  Ruler,  and  when 
the  general  election  comes  I  will  not 
repeat  the  tactics  of  iJie  last  election; 
I  will  not  set  up  all  these  imaginable 
barriers  between  myself  and  this  great 
remedial  policy  of  Home  Rule  for  England, 
Scotland,  or  Ireland;  I  will  make  Home 
Rule  the  first  constructive  plank  in  our 
programme,"  that  also  is  unambiguous ; 
it  is  statesmanlike,  it  is  clear,  and  we 
know  where  we  are.  But  if  he  contents 
himself,  like  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  with  a  nebulous  exposition  of 
things  in  general,  with  a  statement 
of  his  own  ardent  connection  with  the 
cause,  and  his  desire  to  see  it  carried 
out,  and  without  any  statement  of  the 
policy  of  the  Party  to  which  he  belongs 
and  of  which  at  this  moment  he  is  in 
fact  the  leader,  then  he  is  open,  not 
merely  to  the  charge  which  he,  with  very 
little  reason,  was  pleieed  to  level  against 
me  in  the  last  Parliament  on  another 
question,  but  to  the  charge  that  it 
is  impossible  to  repudiate  that  he  is 
playing  with  a  great  issue  and  with  a 
great  cause — he  is  leading  on  his  Irish 
followers  below  the  gingway  with  false 
hopes  and  illusory  expectations,  and  he 
is  keeping  open  with  all  its  attendant 
evils  a  great  constitutional  question 
which  it  is  to  the  interests  of  every  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  should  soon  be 
settled  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  chancellor  of  ths  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUZTH,  Fifeshire.  £.) : 
I  agree  with  t^e  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  in  the  short 
space  of  time  allocated  to  a  debate  of  this 
land  to  survey  in  all  its  aspects  the 
question  of  Home  Rule.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  do  so,  nor  shall  I  attempt  to 
follow  the  right  hon.  Genlj^i^n^mt^  a 
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part  of  his  argument  vhich  is  open, 
tliink,  to  a  good  deal  of  obvious  criticism, 
in  wMch,  he  claimed  for  himself  and  the 
Party  to  which  he  belongs  Bomething  in 
the  nature  of  a  monopoly  in  regard  to 
beneficent  legislation  for  land  purchase 
and  local  government  in  Ireland.  Those 
who  remember  the  history  either  of  the 
one  question  or  of  the  other  will  know 
how  to  appraise  properly  the  value  of  his 
claim.   But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  been  content  with  making  his 
own  speech ;  he  has  been  good  enough  to 
sketch  out  for  me  the  speech  which  he 
thiiiks  I  ought  to  make.    I  am  very 
much  obHged  to  him,  but,  although  I  hope 
when  I  sit  down  I  shall  not  be  open  to  the 
charge  of  nebulousness  or  obscurity,  I 
am  going  to  make  my  own  speech  after 
my  own  fashion.   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appears  to  think  that,  while  he  and 
his  Party  in  this  matter  occupy  a  clear 
and  unequivocal  position,  and  while  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  followers  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  who  sit  below 
the  gangway,  we  here,  and  we  on  this 
bench  in  particular,  find  ourselves  to- 
night in  a  position  of  considerable  em- 
barrassment.  Well,  I  have  had  a  some- 
what prolonged  experience  in  this  House, 
and  I  will  at  once  relieve  the  kindly 
solicitude  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by 
informing  him  that  never  in  the  whole 
course  of  that  experience  have  I  felt  less 
embarrassed  than  I  do  to-night.  For 
twenty  years,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
I  and  many  of  my  colleagues  whom  I  see 
sitting  around  me  here  have  steadily  and 
consistently  voted,  time  after  time,  for 
propositions  which,  while  explicitly  safe- 
guarding the  supreme  and  indefeasible 
authority  of  this  Imperial  Parliament, 
have  declared  that  the  ultimate  solution 
of  the  Irish  problem  can  only  be  found  in 
a  system  of  self-government  in  regard  to 
purely  local  afbirs.   From  that  opinion  I 
have  never  receded,  and  I  hold  it  just  as 
strongly  to-night  as  ever  I  did.  How 
then  do  we  stand,  those  who  have  acted 
in  the  past  as  I  and  many  of  my  colleagues 
have  done,  how  do  we  stand  on  this 
question  9    That  is  the  question  I  am 
going  to  ask  in  the  very  few  minutes  in 
which  I  shall  trespass  on  the  attention  of 
the  House.    How  do  we  stand  first  of  all 
in  regard  to  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford,  and  next  in  regard  to 
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the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord.  Shall 
I  say  at  once,  and  I  hope  there  is  no 
ambiguity  here,  I  could  not  vote  for  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
in  the  form  in  which  it  at  present  stands. 
Why  ?    Because  I  find  in  it  no  explicit 
recognition  of  what  to  my  mind  has 
always  been  the  governing  condition  in 
regard  to  this  matter — Imperial  sup- 
remacy.   The  hon.  Gentlemen  said  in 
his  speech  that  any  such  addition  was 
unnecessary ;  I  do  not  agree  with  him. 
I  quite  accept  his  assurance  as  to  the 
sense  in  which  his  Motion  is  intended ; 
but  I  can  remember  Motions,  not  of  a 
similar  character,  but  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, made  in  the  years  gone  by  in  this 
House  in  which  a  claim  was  put  forward 
for  an  independent  Irish  FarUament, 
Motions  which  were  strenuously  re- 
sisted by  Sir  William  Harconrt,  and 
against  which  Sir  William  Harcourt 
and  all   of  us  went  into  the  lob))y. 
In  my  opinion  the  recognition  of  the 
claim  of  Ireland  for  self-government 
must  be  accompanied  by  the  express 
statement   that   whatever   is  granted 
must  be  granted  subject  to  the  dominant 
»nd    paramount    supremacy    of  this 
Imperial  Parliament.   That  defect,  the 
cardinal  defect  of  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
and   learned   Member   for  Waterford, 
would  be  set  right  by  the  acceptance 
of  the  Amendment  which  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Waltlwmstow 
has  placed  on  the  Paper.  Furthermore 
and  here  again  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
ambiguity,  I  could  not  vote  for  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
if  it  were  intended,  or  could  be  construed 
as  being  intended,  to  declare  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  present  Parliament  to  set 
up,  or  to  begin  to  set  up,  in  Ireland  a 
legislative  or  executive  system.    I  say 
that  for  two  very  obvious  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  I  do  not  think  any  House 
of  Commons  in  these  days  would  be 
justified  in  embarking  upon  such  a  task^ 
unless  the  matter  had  been,  I  will  not 
say  the  leading,  but,  at  any  rate,  one  of 
the  leading  issues  submitted  to  the 
electorate  by  which  that   House  of 
Ciommons      was      returned.  That, 
obviously,  was  not  the  case  in  the  General 
Election  of  1905.    In  tiie  next  place, 
many  of  us,  including,  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  say,  myself,  are  lender  an_«^^s^and 
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deliberate  pledge  to  ottt  constitueneies 
and  the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  the  concluding  passages  of  hie 
speech  actually  went  the  length  of 
taunting  us  as  if  we  were  prepared 
to  violate  those  pledges.  [Opposition 
Cries  of  "  No."] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  really  did 
not  suggest  that.  I  did  suggest  that 
Tou  ought  never  to  have  made  them. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  may  have  been 
the  i^t  hon.  Gentleman's  intention ; 
but  t  do  not  think  that  was  the  effect 
his  words  produced  on  the  House.  The 
reason  why  we  gave  those  pledges  was 
perfectly  simple  and  distinct.    We  were 
engaged  upon  one  of  the  greatest  struggles 
in  wUch  tidB  country  has  ever  engaged — 
a  struggle  on  behalf  of  free  trade.  [An 
Hoir.  Mbkbeb:  Ghinese  Slavery.]  We 
saw,  at  we  thought  we  saw,  the  very 
fbnndations  of  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial supremacy  of  this  country  ex- 
posed to  a  menacing  and  formidable 
danger.    We  believed  that  in  the  per- 
manent intezests  of  the  nation,  it  was  all 
important  that  in  such  a  crisis  the 
foicft'  of  free  trade  should  be  concen- 
trated in  defence  of  out  fiscal  system. 
The  righf   hon.   Gentleman  says  we 
wbe  not  justified  in  giving  the  pledges 
to   which   I   have   referred.     I  can 
understand    that    coming    from  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman.     His  degree 
of  attachment — the    warmth,  luke- 
wannth,  oi  coldness  of  his  attachment — to 
bee  trade  was  at  the  time  one  of  the 
most  speculative  problems  in  the  whole 
doBuia  of  politics.   I  therefore  quite 
tmdentaDd  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
not  appreciating  our  position.    But  to 
tiwM  to  whom  free  trade  was  the  great, 
the  vital,  the  dominating  issue,  nothing 
ftMild  be  more  natural  or  more  proper 
thu  that  we  should  strive  to  concen- 
tiate,  so  far  as  we  could,  the  support  of 
tie  whole  (K>ntTy  upon  the  side  of  that 
Bne.  That  being  so,  it  would  have 
hen  inexcusable  on  our  part,  having 
n^rd  to  the  promise  upon  which  the 
votes  of  the  electorate  were  obtained, 
»ete  we  to  take  any  steps  during  the 
lifedme  of  the  present  Parliament  to 
Kt  iq)  a  system  of  Home  Rule  in  Ireland. 
TVe  utmost  that  could  be  done,  con- 
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sistently  with  the  promise  and  assoranoes 
we  gave,  we  attempted  to  do  last  year  in 
the  Irish  Council  Bill.    That  Bill— I 
will  not  discuss  it  now — was  not  inconsis- 
tent with  further  changes  of  a  conatitn- 
tional  kind,  but  it  did  not  involve  them 
as  a  necessary  practical  efiect  or  logical 
consequence.    I  think  myself  that  it 
would    have   brought   great  financial 
and  administrative  benefit  to  Ireland, 
and  that  in  its  working  tt  would  have 
stimulated  British  opinion  in  favour  of 
a  larger  measure  of  devolution.    But  by, 
as  I  think,  an  unhappy  conjuncture  of 
eircumstances  we  were  obliged  to  drop 
it,  and  so  far  as  the  present  Pariisment 
is  affected,  we  have  e^iausted  our  powers 
with  regard  to  the  problem  of  Irish 
government.  I  hope  I  have  made  myself 
clear  upon  that  point.  Let  me  pass  now 
for  a  moment  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Kensingbon. 
I  shall  vote  against  that  AmnulmMit 
without  hesitation  for  two  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  I  shall  vote  i^ainst  it 
because  it  attacks  and,  by  implication, 
attributes  to  us  here  a  position  which 
was  never  held  by  Mr.  Gladstone  or  by 
any  of  his  colleagues.    That  Amend- 
ment assumes  that  there  is  a  policy — 
a  policy  formulated  by  somebody,  a 
policy  supported  by  so  much  authority 
that  it  oi^t  to  be  expressly  inmdiated 
by  the  House  of  Commons — of  setting 
up  in  this  United  Kingdom  two  co- 
ordinate or  indeed  independent  Parlia- 
ments.   Mr.  Gladstone  never  proposed 
anything  of  the  kind.   Whether  as  in 
the  case  of  one  of  the  Bills  by  a  reserva- 
tion of  powers,  or  in  the  case  of  the  other 
by  enumeration  of  delegated  powws, 
Mr.  Gladstone  always  made  it  perfectly 
clear  and  distinct— and  lus  words  stand 
on  record  in  a  hundred  speeches — that 
whatever  legislative  powers  were  given 
to  the  Irish  Assembly  should  be  exercised 
in  subordination  to  and  not  in  co-ordina- 
tion  with   this   Parliament.   I  have 
another  and  even  stranger  objection  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord,  and 
it  is  this — that  in  so  far  as  it  is  not^  as  I 
think  it  is,  an  empty  phrase,  it  is  a  per- 
fectly barren  negation.    The  noble  Lord's 
Amendment  implies  either,  as  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary  sud,  that 
the  present  system  of  Irish  Govei^imeat 
calls  for  no  fundamental  flttpge.,6tti> 
opinion  which  none  <ft«^Si  Warag/l 
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believe,  maintains),  or  else  it  implies, 
by  its  assertion  of  an  undivided  respon- 
sibility in  the  Imperial  Parliament  for 
legislation  and  administration  in  regard 
to  Ireland — the  word  is  "  undivided  " 
and  not  "  ultimate  " — that  amelioration 
is  not  to  be  sought  in  the  direction  of 
developing  Irish  self-government ;  in 
other  words,  as  I  say,  in  tilie  growing 
association  of  power  and  responsibility. 
The    right    hon.   Qentleman    told  us 
in  one  part  of  his  speech  that  this  move- 
ment for  what  is  called  Home  Rule 
was  not  only  not  analogous  with,  but 
was  directly  contrary  to,  the  develop- 
ment of  free  institutions  in  our  colonies. 
He  used  the  word  integration.  He 
said  the  one  movmnent  -waB  of  integra- 
tion, and  this  ww  a  movement  of  disin- 
tegration.  Gould  there  be  a  greater, 
a  more  real,  a  more  fundamental  disin- 
tegration than  at  present  exists  between 
Ireland  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  ? 
I9  it  not  really  frying  with  words — 
— ^because  you  do  not  adopt  the  same 
method  of  urivin|;  at  your  end  when  the 
end  is  the  same,  when  the  object  in  both 
cases  is  to  assure  loyalty,  contentment, 
and  unity,  by  drawing  together  the 
members  for  the  centre  through  giving 
greater  freedom  and  lai^r  autonomy 
to  the  members  in  matters  that  concern 
only   themselves,  whether   you  apply 
that  process  to  a  oolcoiy  10,000  miles 
away  or  to  a  counixy  separated  only  by 
a  few  miles  f  The  B;^t,  the  object, 
and,  as  we  betieve,  the  result  are  the 
same ;   and  let  me  add  this  for  myself 
and  X  think  I  may  speak  for  a  great  many 
other  people,  I  have  always  regarded  what 
is  called  Home  Bule  in  Ireland  as  part  and 
parcel — a  most  u^ent  part,  I  agree,  in 
point  of  both  policy  and  time — of  a  more 
comprehensive   cliAnge.   The  coiutitu- 
tional  problem — I  am  not  sure  it  is  not 
the  gravest  of  all  the  constitutional 
problems  of  the  immediate  future — is  to 
set  free  this  Imperial  Parliament  for 
Imperial  afiairs,  and  in  matters  purely 
local  to  rely  more  and  more  on  local 
o{dnion  and  local  machinery.  Ireland 
is  by  far  the  most  u^^t  case.  There 
ia  to-day,  as  there  has  been  for  centuries, 
the  one  undeniable  failure  of  British 
statesmanship.  Nowhere  else  in  the  Em- 
pire is  there  a  deeper  or  more  unfailing 
reservior  on  which  we  draw  for  the  arts 
both  of  peace  and  of  war ;  and  yet  no- 
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where  else  in  tiu  Bmpize  ia  there  so 
widespread  and  fertile  a  bree^g-ground 
of  perennial  discontent.   I  do  not  profess 
to  foresee  the  precise  steps  and  stages 
by  which  the  goal  will  be  reached.  [Oppo- 
sition cheers.]    Some  wiseacres  oppo- 
site may  think  that  they  can.    I  have 
always  thought  and  I  think  eveiy  year, 
the  more  experience  I  have  of  the  actual 
working  both  of  legislation  and  adminis- 
tration in  this  House,  the  goal  itself  is 
certain  and  inevitable.   Are  we  to  go  on — 
I  make  this  appeal  even  to  the  strongest 
Unionist  I  see  opposite — are  we  to  go  on, 
generation    after   generation,  trading 
with  blind  steps  the  same  old  well-worn 
hopeless  toack  which  zig-zags  between 
coercion  and  conciliation,  and  which 
always  letnms  in  a  vicious  aide  to  the 
point  from  which  it  stuted  ?  Or — ^for 
this  is  the  only  alternative — shall  the 
British  people,  because  they  have  got 
to  be  convinced,  we  all  recognise  that; 
and,  until  they  are  convinced,  you  cannot 
travel  an  inch  on  the  n>ad — shall  the 
people  of  this  country  be  broi^t,  aa  in 
time  I  both  hope  and  bdieve  they  will, 
to  a  higher  and  wider  point  of  view,  and 
taught,  as  they  ought  to  be  by  their 
own  long  and  world-wide  experience, 
to  recognise  that  in  Ireland,  as  elsewhere, 
it  is  in  the  union  of  Imperii  supremacy 
with  local  autonomy  that  tiie  secret  and 
the  safeguani  of  our  Bmioie  ia  to  be 
found  I 

•Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Louth.  N.):  lb. 
Gladstone  is  dead,  the  Prime  Hiniater  is 

stricken,  and  we  are  left  to  deal  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  task  of  winding-up  this 
debate  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Party  has 
been  allotted  to  me,  because  my  con- 
nection and  touch  with  that  ^rby  has 
not  been  as  close  of  late  as  I  oonld 
have  wished.  But  if  I  speak  for  my- 
self, I  believe  that  I  shall  also  speak  for 
the  Irish  nation,  and  I  have  to  say  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  supposes 
that  by  the  attitude  he  has  assumed  to- 
night he  will  commend  himself  either  to 
the  Irish  nation  or,  .as  I  conceive,  to  the 
English  nation,  he  ia  much  miataken. 
I  do  not  know  to  which  aectioD  of  Uie 
Liberal  Party  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  looks  for  strength  or  support. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  section 
which  was  intimately  ^epreeentod  4n  tbe 
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case  of  the  recent  meeting  at  Lord 
Bosebery's,  or  whether  it  is  to  the  section 
with  which  we  have  been  largely  in 
sympathy,  but  I  woold  like  to  put  this 
question  to  the  Liberal  Party.  Tou 
have  it  stated  to-night  that  the  Irish 
cause — the  cause  to  which  Gladstone 
devoted  his  life,  and  upon  which  he 
imperilled  his  fame — was  submerged  at 
the  Ute  general  eleotion^by  the  question 
of  free  trade.  Blay  I  ask  tiie  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman — What  is  to  be  the  question 
at  the  next  general  election  ?  Is  there 
to  be  no  question  of  free  trade  at  the 
next  general  election  1  Or  is  it  probable 
tiiat  the  Tory  Party,  which  three  years 
ago,  at  all  events,  was  riven  and  stricken 
by  many  divisions,  will  not  push  their 
advantage  by  tiie  encouragement  they 
have  got  at  recent  elections,  and  that 
they  will  not  come  forward  with  a  still 
firmer  sword  in  hand  and  demand  the 
solution  of  that  great  fiscal  problem 
which  they  have  constantly  agitated?  If 
that  be  so,  and  if  free  trade  cleaned  the 
slate  of  Ireland — I  believe  "  cleaned  the 
slate  "  is  the  expression — at  the  last  elec- 
tion, I  wonder  what  figure  poor  Ireland 
will  cut  in  the  pcditical  geography  of  the 
hustings  at  the  next  election.  On  an 
important  occasion  of  this  kind,  might  I 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
upon  ano&er  occasion  he  was  put  up 
to  speak  for  his  Party  on  a  matter 
closely  affecting  the  concerns  of  our 
people,  namely,  the  qaestion  of  amnesty. 
Hy  friend  BIr.  Justin  McCarthy  then 
summed  up  his  metallic  speech  by  stating 
l^t  he  had  closed  ih»  gates  of  mercy 
with  a  clang.  Those  gates  were  opened 
to  ns  by  the  Tory  Party  within  twelve 
numths.  [An  Hon.  Ubhbbb:  Two 
ycazB.]  Wen,  vithin  two  years.  The  hon. 
Gentlraun  is  a  better  statistician  than 
I  am.  Witiiin  two  years  every  man  for 
whom  we  pleaded  for  mercy,  for  whose 
case  we  assailed  the  ears  of  the  English 
people,  had  been  discharged  by  the  new 
Government  which  was  not  a£caid  to 
show  mozB  itympathy  .wi^  Irishmen 
than  tho  light  hon.  Gentleman  o^oaite. 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  appar- 
ently to  take  low  ground  again  tO'Oight, 
and  I  do  not  desire,  speaking  with  a 
sense  of  lesponsiMli^,  to  do  more  than 
to  take  note  of  his  observations.  In 
this  House  our  Party  is  separate  and  is 
independent.  Since  the  days  I  gave  in 
my  dlegianoe  to  Ur.  Gladstone's  -poMcy 
twenty-two  years  ago,  I  have  never 
believed  in  the  tactics  merely  of 
independent  opposition  for  Ir^and 
I  believe  in  a  policy  of  independent 
friendship,  and  that  our  Party  should  be 
ready  as  bi^;  as  it  is  fairly  met,  to 
cooperate  with  eititor  section  in  this 
House.  We  are  not  partisans  of  one 
Party  or  the  other;  we  are  the  am- 
bassadors of  a  nation.  Having  to  meet 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
which  has  held  out  to  us  no  hope— 
[UiNisTUUAL  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  t 
of  effective  or  immediate  actiox^  pro- 
ceded  as  it  was  by  the  speech  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  who  asku  us  to  formulate 
our  measures,  I  think  I  shotdd  not  be 
blamed  by  even  the  most  zealous  follower 
of  Liberalism,  if  I  stated  that  we  had 
ground  to  feel  profound  disappointment. 
That  was  the  impression  at  all  events, 
which  sudi  words  and  tiie  speech  of 
the  new  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party 
caused  in  my  mind.  Accordingly,  let 
me  say  this:  we  are  accustonwd  in 
Ireland  to  disappointments.  For  cen- 
turies we  have  been  battling,  but  never 
have  you  wrung  from  us  one  note  or 
accent  of  surrender.  We  took  your  Council 
Bill  of  last  year ;  we  tore  it  into  frag- 
ments. We  listened  to  your  paltering 
promises  of  to-day,  and  we  tell  you 
we  shall  carve  our  own  future.  There 
were  greater  men  than  the  Chan- 
cdloi  of  tiie  En^quer  who  came 
in  conflict  with  us.  True  we  have  no 
skilL  We  have  no  force  behind  us, 
except  that  of  sincerity,  tenacity,  and 
determination.  Yet  it  is  not  we  who 
need  flinsh  before  the  prospect  that 
seems  opening.  In  saying  this  I  wish  to 
add  one  word.   Speaking  as  an  Irish 
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motives  have   b^u  impagued ;     ou  r 
lives  have  been  searched.     We  have 
been  pat  hj  ^ua  Party  (pointing  to  t&e 
Front  Opposition  BencheB)  to  the  most 
terrible  ordeal  to  whidi  men  were  ever 
put  when  indicted  on  a  forged  letter,  and 
dngged     witiioat    a     jtuy    in  a 
strange    venue    before    tJiree  hostile 
jndgsB.    Our  careers   were  arraigned; 
our    chaioters    were    assailed,  and 
our     fortunes    imperilled,     and  the 
only    thing    I    regret    about    it  is 
that  our  advocate  was  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Bzdiequer.    [Ministbkxal  cries 
of  "Oh."  and  "Withdraw."]   It  was 
ttpon  Inland  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle - 
man  first  came  into  notice.  [Mnns- 
TEBIAL  cries  of  '*  Oh,"  and  "  No."] 
To-day  he  is  an  important  man  To- 
morrow he  may  be  a  god,  but  we  Irish- 
men will  not  worship  at  his  shrine.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  right  hun. 
Qentleman  spoke  his  own  personal  senti- 
ments, or  whether  he  spo^  with  a 
full  sense  of  Cabinet  responsibility ;  but, 
if  I  am  to  assume  that  he  did  so,  I  believe 
l^t  hia  words  will  provoke  a  veiy 
disheartening  echo  in  Ireland.   He  tells 
OS  that  her  case  is  urgent.  When 
is  it  to  be  met  ?    At    what  stage 
will  the  Liberal  Party  address  them- 
selves to  it  I   At  what  stuge  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bring  his  euthusi- 
asm,  his  well-known  enthusiasm  to  bear  t 
At  what  moment  of  time  are  the  Irish 
Members  to  present  their  plans  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ?    At  what  moment 
are  we  to  get  a  hearing  from  him  ?  Is 
it  to  be  a  publio  hearing,  or  is  it  to  be  a 
private  hearing  1  Is  it  to  be  on  the  eve  of 
the  elections  or  at  his  official  leisure  ? 
And  then,  I  suppose,  when  deputies 
from  tiuB  dde  have  approached  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  and  come  to  an 
agreement,  we  ue  to  state  to  the  electorate 
iff.  T.  M,  Utaly. 
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that  the  Liberal  Party  and  ouXMlves  are 
at  one  on  this  question !  Is  thsit  the 
way  a  great  cause  is  to  be  carried ) 

Is  that  the  way  Mr.  Gladstone  addressed 
himself  to  the  question  %   Ah !  believe 
me,  the  question  of  the  fur  treatment 
of  Ireland  would  be  as  good  a  card  to 
play  at  the  polls  as  the  policy  of  the 
Licensing  Bill.   I  state  only  my  own 
opinicm  ;  I  state  it  witik  regret,  lAiat 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  q>eech,  has 
marked  a  most  deplorable  retrogression. 
We  are  entitled  to  know  when  you  ask 
us  for  our  plan  what  is  yours !    You  re- 
present an  Empire  ;  we,  forsooth,  only  re- 
present a  province.   You  represent  an  Im- 
perial people ;  we  repceaent  what  you  style 
a  subject  race.    You  have  official  assist- 
ance, official  experience,  official  prestige, 
and  is  it  at  the  feet  of  the  rep  resentatives 
of  poor  pessants,  of  men  whom  you  had 
in  your  gaols  only  yesterday,  and  some 
of  whom  are  there  to-day — ^is  it  at  their 
&et  that  you  are  going  to  learn  skill,  ex- 
.  perience, .  and   statesmanship  ?   No,  I 
believe  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  taken  a  downward  and  backward 
course.   I  do  not  believe  that  the  right 
hon.  Geutlemanhasimproved  his  personal 
position,  and  I  am  sure  that  he  has  not 
improved  our  relationship   with  the 
liberal  Party.    The  Irish  Members  will 
go  forward  in  their  own  way.  Ireland 
was  told  during  the  late  Parliament  to 
have  heart    and  hope.    Where  have 
these  hopes  been  dashed  to,  or  when  are 
they  to  be  realised  ?     It  is  ill  wearing 
the  stones  of  a  foreign  legislature ;  it  is  ill 
climbing  another  man's  stairs ;  it  is  ill  to  be 
at  Westminster  for  twenty-eight  years  as 
I  and  some  of  my  hon.  friends  have  been, 
eating  out  our  hearts  and  finding  that  our 
t^ars  do  not  even  rust  our  chains.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  given  the  Irish 
Members  small  iwcourageme^- for  the 
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futuie.  He  gave  Izeluid  the  Couneil 
Bill ;  it  hu  beui  xejeotecL  The  Iiiah 
Ibmbets  vere  frank  with  him,  then  and 
I  will  be  fzank  wiflk  the  right  hon. 


in  determinatioB,  behind  their  repzesen' 
tatives  wiU  yet  hew  a  pathway  to  Ixiah 
freedom. 

Question  put.  "  That  the  words  pro- 


Gentleman  to-night.  Itelltheri^t  hou.  j  posed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Qentleman  that  tiw  Irish  taoe,  arrayed  ;  Question." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes.  334 ;  Noes.  142.   (Division  last  No.  69.) 


Abnfaui.  Wiltiui  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abnlum,  WiUiun  (Bhondda) 
^new,  George  WUuaLin 
Alden,  Percy 
Ambrose,  Bobert 
Ashton,  Thomaa  Gaii] 
Asqaith,  Bt.Hn.Hierbert{l{eiuy 
Aatbary,  John  Meir 
Atfaerley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joaeph  A.  (Finsbury.E. ) 
Belfoor.  Bobert  (Lanark) 
Baring.  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Sir  Joan  E.(8omenet } 
Baziunl,£.  B. 
Baznea,  G.  N. 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 
BarrTtBedmondJ.  (Tyrone,N.) 
Beale^W.P. 

Bdloe,  miaiie  JoMphPMar  R. 

J.  WtUiaiB8<DeT0iH>*rt 
Beiui«W.(irw*r  HamletB,8.Geo. 
Bennett,  E.  M. 
Betridge,  T.  H.  Dl 
Bertram,  Juliiu 
Betiiell,  8iTj.H.(EHex,Bomrrd 
Binell,  Bt.  Eton.  Ai^OBtine 
Bolaod,  John 
Bottond^,  Horatio 
Boohon,  A.  C.  F. 
Bowanun,  C  W. 
Braae,  WiUiam 
%ainidMi,T.  A. 
Braaah,  Jamea 
Bryoe,  J.  Annan 
Boohanan,  Thomas  Byburn 
Borira,  R  HaTiland- 
Bnma,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomaa 
Bazt<]a,Bt.Hn.  Sydney  Chariea 
Bylea,  WUliam  Pollaxd 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
CaiiBton.Rt.Ha.BiohardEnight 
(Skanning,  Sir  Franois  Albion 
Ca>erry.  Bt.  Hon.  B.  B. 
Oinroha],  Bt.  Ham.  Winstm  8. 
Gbncj,  Jidm  Joaeph. 
OUaod.  J.  W. 
CSongh,  William 
Clynea,  J.  B. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,^  Wm.J.(S.PanoraB,W 
Condan,  Thomas  JoMph 
Coiner,  a  J. 


AYBB. 

Corbett,C.H.(8iiiMx30riiut'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Ed  win  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S- 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  WUliam  Bondal 

Orooka,  WiUiam 

Crosfield.  A.  H. 

Crossley,  WiUiam  J. 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

DaTie8,DaTid(Ui(uitgoniety  Cot, 

Davies,  Ellis  WUIIam  (Eifion) 

Daviee,  Timothy  (Folham) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

I>iokinson,W.  H.{St.FwwnwN. 
Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Efr  ChwlM 
DiUoo,  John 
Dobaon,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  Jamea 
Du^,  WUUam  J. 
Dimean,  C.  (Barrow-in-FaniMB 
Dmwan,  J.  H.  (York.  Otley) 
DnnneJlAjor  E.Mart»n(WaleaU 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Elibank.  Master  of 
EUis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edwacd 
Erskdne,  David  C. 
Esmonde,  Thomaa 
BHiemimt,  QeoigB  Kniie 
BraiiB,  Sir  Sunnel  T. 
Everatt,  R.  Lae^ 
j^tfreU,  James  Patriok 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Fergoson,  B.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay.  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joteph 
Flynn,  James  Chriato^er 
Foster,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
FnUer,  John  Michael  F. 
FoUerton,  Hugh 
Fnmns,  Sir  Christopher 
QUI,  James  (Harrow). 
Gilhooly,  James 
OiU,A.H. 

01adstaiie,Bt.Hn.Herbat  Jfdm 
Glen-Coats,^  T.  (Benfrew.W.) 
Glover.  Thomas 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Cteeenwood,  Q.  (Faterborongh) 
Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
OuUmuL  JiAbW. 


Gurdon,Bt.Hn.KrW.B»ampton 
Gwynn,  Stephen  LaohiB 
Haldane,  Bt.  Hon.  BJohard  B. 

Hall,  Firedraick ) 
Halpin,  J. 

Haroot^  Bt.  H<hi.  hmia 
Hardy,  Ge<wge  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmaworth.R.L.  (Gaitha*«Hk 
HarringfeMW  TimoUq' 
Hart-Daviei,  X. 
Hsrwood,  Q«OTge 
Haaliun,  Lewis  (Muunouth) 
Hayden,  John  Fatariok 
Hasleton,  Bichard 
Healy.  Timothy  Hkihael 
Hemmerde,  Edward  Geotae 
Henderson,  Azthur  (Doffn»m) 
Henderson,J.M.  (Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry,  Charles  8. 
Herbert,  CoL  Sir  Ivor  CHoil,80 
wigti».Tiij  Jcrfm  Sharp 
HobarC'Sir  Robert 
Hosan.  Mkihael 
HoUuid,  Sir  VnUiam  Bauy 
Holt,  Biohaid  Darning 
Honimao,  l^!'"/?!^'*  Jofau 
.  Honidge,  Thomas  Qardiwr 
Howard,  Hon.  Getrflngr 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde^  Caanndffln 
I^T.a  W. 
HUngworth.  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Bufua  Dulel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 

JcrfinsoD,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jonea,Sir  D.Bryiimor  (Swansea 
:  Jonea,  LciE  (Applet^) 
'  Jordan,  Jeremiali 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

KeUey,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lardner,  Jamea  Carri^  Bnshe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (EasB^wrwleh 
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Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheehire.  Wirral) 
Lerj,  Sir  Maurice 
Levia,  John  Herbert 
lAojd-Qeotga,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lonsh,  Thomas 
Lnndoo,  W. 
Laptos,  Arnold 
LvbU,  Charles  Bmty 
Ifaodonald,  J.  B.  (Leioester) 
Maodoaald.  J.M.  {FaSUxkS*^) 
Haokamees,  Frederio  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Blacnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeiU.  John  Gordon  Swift 
Hac^erson,  J.  T. 
HaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
UaoTej^CharisB  (DonegaUR ) 
arCaUum,  John  M. 
H'Crae,  Geoi^) 
M'Kean,  John 

M^Kenna,  Bt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Micking,  Majtur  G. 

lladdison,  I^rederiek 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfldd.  Harry  (Northanto) 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Maatermaii,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Miehael 

Meehan.  Francis  £.  (Ldtriin,N'. 

Meehan,Patrick  A.(Qiieen*B  Co. 

Monziee,  Walter 

BCoklem,  Nathaniel 

Hond.  A. 

Many,  Ii.  G.  Chiocu 
Hooney,  J.  J. 

Moroan,  J.  liqyd  (CHrmarthen) 
UortoT*  Bt-  Hon.  Jdm 
Muirell,  FhiHp 
Hone,  L.  L 

Blorton,  Alpheus  deophas 
Moldoon,  John 
Mmmaghan,  Ge<m|;e 
Horphy,  John  (^rry,  East) 
Horphy.  N.  J.  (Kilkenny,  8.) 
Myer,  Htnatio 
Naniiatti,  Joseph  P. 
Nioholls,  George 
Kolan,  Joseph 
Korman,  Sir  Hennr 
Norton.  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
0'Brien,KQndal(Ti  pperary.Mid 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
0'Connor,Jamee  (Wicklow.W.) 
OXXmnor.  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  F.  (LiTerpool) 
0*Doherty,  FUUp 


Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Anstruther-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forater,Bt.HnHiigh  0. 
Ashley.  W.  W. 

Aubrey-Fletoher,Bt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin.  Stanley 
Balfoai3t  Hn.A^.(CityLond. 
Baabory,  Sir  Fredanok  Georgo 
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O'Donnell.  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  John  (fifayo,  S.) 
O'Domiell,  T.  (Kerry.  W.) 
O'Dowd,  Jdhn 
O'Grady.  J. 

O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo.  N.) 
0*KeUy,Jame8(Ro8common,N. 
CMalley,  William 
CShaoghnesay,  P.  J. 
CShee,  James  John 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Fearoe,  William  (Limehonae) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S'tbampton 
PhiIippe,J.Wyiiford  (Femraoke 
Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Philipps,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickers^,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 
Power,  Patrick  Joceph 
Price,  C.  B.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
FricMtobert  John  (Norfolk,  E. 
PriesUey,  Arthur  (Gteantham) 
Bainy,  A.  Bolland 
BaphaeU  Herbert  H.  \-'< 
Boa,  Bnaedl  (GlonoeetM) 
Bea,  Waltw  Bussell  (Soarboro' 
Beddy.H. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richards, Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts.  John  H.  (DeuUgbs) 
BobertsoOrRt-Hn.  £.  (Dundee) 
Bobcrtsoo^ir  O  Soott(Bradf  *rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  8. 

Robeon,  Sir  William  Sttowdon 
Roohe,  Augnstine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 
Bonoiman,  Walter 
BnsseU,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwami,iC.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.  E.(Manche8ter) 
Scott,A.H.(A8hton-under-I^e 
Seavems.  J.  F. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely.  Ctdonel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
fihftw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawiok  B.) 


NOES. 

Banner,  John  S.  Humood- 
Baring,Capt.Ebi.G.(Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londondern',  N. 
Beach,Hn.  Michael  Hugh  HiokB 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  O.  Stewart 
Boyle.  Sir  Edward 
Brid«eman,  W.  OUve 


Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sikock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton.  Donald  Mackonaie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leiferim,  8. ) 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  M.W.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stuart,  Jamee  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell.  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radeliife) 
Thomss,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan.E.) 
Thonias,David  Alfred  (HerUiyr 
ThomasBon,  Franklin 
ThompBonJ.W.  H(SonMnet,E 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M 
Toulmin,  George 
TrevelyaUr  Charles  FUltps 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambroee 
Walsh,  Stephen 

Ward,  W.  DudleytSouthampton 
Wardlo,  George  J. 
Warner,  Thomas  Conrtenay  T. 
Wason,  Rt.  Hn.E.(CIackmsa^) 
WasonJohn  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Watt.  HenryA. 
Whitl»ead.Howan 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshira) 
White,  Luke  (York,  B.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Heath,  North) 
Whiteley.BU^O.  (Yotk.W.R 
WhiUey.  John  Heniy  (Halifiz) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Fdmar 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Wi]Iiams,LIewelyn(Cannarth*n 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
WlUamson,  A 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  O.  (Hull.  W.) 
Wilson.Henry  J.(  York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson.  John  (Durham.  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbron^) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Fancraa,S.) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Wosthooghton) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnoi. 

Tbixbbs  pob  tbb  Atbs— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Pateiek  0*Bri«i. 


Bull,  Sir  William  Janm 
Burdett-Coutts.  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell.  Bt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Culile,  E.  Hildred 
Carson.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castleteagb,  Viscount 
Cave^  Oeorm^ 
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HarrfKm^Broadle?,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Qeorge 
HeatoD,  John  Henniker 
Helmsley,  ViBconat 
Herbert,  T.  Amold  (Wyeombe) 
HUlt  Sir  Caenunt 
Hilb,  J.  W. 

Hongton,  Bobert  Pateraon 
Hunt,  Bowland 

Kenttaway,Rt.[HD.  Str.J(din  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Klne.8ir  Henry  8eym(mr(Hall) 
Lamoton,HoD.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Foz,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dolwich) 
Lee,ArtburH.  (HantfltFarefaam) 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.  Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Bt.  Hn.  Wa1ter(Dablin,S. 
Lonrasle,  John  Brownlee 
Love,  Sir  Francis  William 
I  Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

IbwQaw,  William  J.  HaoGeagh 
I  H* Arthur,  Caiarlei 
I  H'C^lnwmt,  Colonel  Junea 
{  Hagnna,  Sir  Philip 

HarkB.G.Croydon  (LannoeetoD) 
'  Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Heysey>Thompson,  E.  C. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
;  Uoore,  William 
I  Morpeth,  Visooant 
Munti,  Sir  Philip  A. 
NioholMm.Wm.  G.  (pDters6eld) 
■  Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker.  SirGilbert  (GraTesend) 
Peaae,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
'  Psray.Earl 
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Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  B.) 
Chamberlain^RtHnJ.  A.  (Wore. ) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clark,  George  Smith 
Clive,  Peroy  Anher 
Coatea,E.  Fbatham  (Lewisham) 
Coohrane,  Hon.ThoB.  H.  A.  E. 
Collingi,Rt.Hn.  J.  (Birmingh'm) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Gla^v) 
Corbett.  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John  * 
Cowthope,  O.  Loyd 
Craig,Charlea  Curtis  (Antrim.S. 
CraigtCaptain  Jame8(Down.E.) 
Craik.  Sir  Bitnts 
DizoiM[artland,Sir  FredDixon 
DoQf^ty,  Sir  George 
Dooglaa,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Dnnn,  A.  {Jdwnrd  (Camborne) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hante,W.) 
Fardellt  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetors tonhftugh.  Godfrey 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Fontar,  Henry  William 
Oardn«,  Ernest 
Oibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  Wflsfe) 
Gordon,  J. 

Oonhling,  Edward  Alfred 
Oration,  John 
Goeit.  Hon.  Ivor  Churohill 
Ooinnaas,  Walter  Edwardj 
Haddook.  George  G. 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardy,Lauronce(Kent,Ashford 
Harris,  Frederick  Lererton 


of  Ireland. 
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Powell.  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scnrrah 
Ratcliff,  Major  B.  F. 
Rawlinaon,  John  Frederiok  Bad 
Remnant,  James  Farqnharson 
BobertB,S.  (Sheffield.  EoolflsaU) 
Bonaklriiay,  Eailof 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (liTerpooI) 
Salter,  Arthur  davell 
Sandys,  Lient.-Col.ThoB.  Myles 
SasBoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert  • 
Sheffield,StrBerke1ey  Geoi^D. 
Sloan,  ThomftB  Henry 
8mith,AbelH.  (Hertford,  East) 
Sniith,F.E.  (LiTerpool,Walton) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
8tanley,Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lynlph  (Chesh.) 
Starkey,  John  B. 
StaTeley-Hill,  Henry  (StaiTsh. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot^  Lord  E.  fOiiohester) 
TalbotJlt.HnJ.G.  (Ozf dUntr 
Thomaoa»W.]OtohBlI-  (Luiark) 
Thomt<m,  Peroy  U. 
Warde,  CoL  C.  E.  (K«at»  Hid) 
Whitehead.  Rowland 
Willon^t^  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wil8on,A.StanIey  (York,  B.  R.) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wolff,  GuitaT  Wilhelm 
Wortlqr.  Bt.  ^  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wyndfaun,  Bt.  Bum.  George 
Younger,  George 

TnxxBB  VOB  THn  NoM — Sir 
Alexander  Aoland-Hood  and 
Tisoonnt  Vakotia. 


Hun  QneBtioii  agsin  proposed. 

*1Ib.  SIHON  (Basez,  WaltlMnutow) 

in  moving  to  add,  at  the  end,  the  words 
**  Bubject  to  the  sapreme  authority  of 
the  Imperial  j^riUment."  saH  that 
at  that  hour  of  the  evening,  and  at  that 
stage  of  the  debate,  he  would  only  occupy 
a  very  few  momenta  in  putting  forward  th? 
Amendment.  He  hoped  it  might  be  re- 
ceived with  approval  in  every  quarter  of 
the  House.  It  was  the  essential  condition 
npcm  which  liberd  Home  Rulers,  who  were 
to  be  found  on  that  bench,  whatever  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Louth  might 
say,  declared  themselves  to  be  Home 
Rulers  and  supporters  of  the  Irish  Party 
in  this  matter.  It  was  a  condition 
which  he  believed  was  accepted  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Q«atlemmn  tiie 


Leader  of  the  Irish  Party,  and  whatever 
might  be  said  of  other  Parties  he  had 
always  understood  that  all  followers 
of  the  Irish  Party  implidUy  obeyed 
their  Leader.  It  was  a  condition  which 
he  hoped  would  be  accepted  by  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
although  he  knew  that  some  of  them 
thot^jht  that  there  was  an  essential  con- 
tradiction between  granting  self-govern- 
ment to  Ireland  and  maintaining  supre- 
macy over  Ireland.  [Opposition  cries 
of  '*  Hear,  hear."]  He  knew  they 
thought  so — and  so  did  their  political 
ancestors  about  Canada,  and  only 
two  years  ago  they  were  professing  ih» 
same  opinion  when  self-government 
was  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Tians- 
vaaL   The  only  Mhta  .V^aaevfi^hp  he 
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had  to  mako  was  this,  and  he  nude  it 
with  great  lespeot  to  an  older  Member 
than  he  was,  bat  he  ventured  to  say, 
in  reference  to  the  speech  last  delivered 
in  the  debate,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Louth  ought  to  xemember 
that  in  t^e  history  o!  Irish  reform  in  this 
House  damage  had  more  than  once  been 
done  to  the  Irish  cause  by  ex- 
travagant and  embittered  speech. 
Af(  far  as  they  were  concerned,  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  they  were  convinced 
Home  Rulers,  whether  with  the  ap- 
proval and  sandaon  of  the  hon.  Member 
or  withont  it,  and  they  were  glad  to  find 


themselvea  led  by  the  Chanodlor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  begged  to  move. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  {Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland)  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed'— 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words 
'  Kubjeot  to  the  anpreme  aaUiority  of  the 
Imperial  Pariiament.'  " — {Mr.  Simon.) 

Question,  *'  That  those  words  be^there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  313  ; 
Noes,  157.   (Division  List  No.  60.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.  E. 
Abraham,  William  (^ondda) 
.^new,  George  William 
^eo,  Percy 
AmIvoBe,  Robert 
Ashttm,  Thomas  Oair 
AsQuith,Bt.Hu.  Herbert  Henry 
A<itDury,  John  Meir 
Atherley- Jonwi,  I*. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finabury,  E. 
BiUoor.  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring.  Godfrey  (Tslo  of  Wight) 
BrtIov,  Sir  John  B.  (SomerBet) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Barrv,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Barry,Redmond  J.(Tyrone,  N. ) 

Beale  W.  P. 

Belloo.  HihOre  Joseph  Peter  R. 
Benn,Sir  ,J,TOlUam6(Devonp*rt 
Benn,W.(T'w'r'  Hamlet«,8.G«o 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
BetheU,8ir  J.H.(E88ei.Bomf'rd 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boland.  John 
Boitomley,  Horatio 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brace,  WUliam 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bnchanan,  Thomw  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  CharloB 
Byles,  William  Pollanl 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Oawtoii,Itt  Hn.RiehardKnigbt 
Channiiw,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
ChcrryVRt.  Hon.  B.  R. 
Ohnrohill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Clanoy,  John  Joseph 


AYES. 


aeland,  J.  W. 

Olough,  William 

aynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collinfl,Sir  Wra.J.(S.PanorM.W 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Oorbett,C  H  (Su8sez,E.GriuBt*d 

Cornwall.  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks.  William 

Crosfield.  A.  H. 

Crossley,  WUliom  J. 

Cullinan.  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dickinson,  W.H.  (St.  Pancras.N 

Dilke,  Rt.  H<m.  Sir  C9iarleB 

Dillon,  John 

Doboon,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  Jamea 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York.  Otley) 

Dunne.MBjcw  E.HArtin(Wn.l8all 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

EMlemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Farrell*  James  Patrick 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Fereu,  T.  R 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fiennes.  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Bfiohael  Joseph 


Flynn,  James  Christtmher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  IGchael  F. 
Fullerton.  H^h 
FumesR,  Sir  Christopher 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Oilhooly,  James 
Gill,  A.  H. 

01adsbHie,Bt.Hn  Herbot  John 
OloVer,  Thomas 
Goooh,  Geoige  Feabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood.  G.  (Peterborough) 
Grey,  Rt.  Htm.  Sir  Edward 
Gu^d,  John  W. 
Gurdon,RtHn  SirW.Brampton 
GwTnn.  Stephen  Lucius 
Hafdane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin.  J. 

Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy,  G«oi^e  A.  (Suffolk) 
Hami8Worth,R.  L  (Caithn'stt^h 
HMiingtcn,  Timothy 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harwood.  George 
Haslam.  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazletun,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hemmerde.  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.  (Aberdeen,W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,8.) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holt,  Richard  Dnming 
Horrid^,  Thomas  Qanlner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey  * 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hvde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
lUin^ort^,  Pei«y JEL.  . C 
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JactsoD,  B.  S. 
Jardine,  Sir  J, 
Jenkins,  J. 

Jobiwon,  John  (GBt«8head) 
JoneSrSir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 
JoDi<fi,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kavaiuu^h,  Walter  K. 
Kcarley,  Hudson  E. 
Kekewicb,  Sir  George 
Kriley,  Geo^  D. 
Keonedv,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle.  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride.  Denis 
Laidlav.  Robert 
Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Le<»ninster 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Roahe 
Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Leeae.Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurioe 
Lewia,  John  Herbert 
Uoyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Loagh,  Thomas 
Lnndon,  W. 
Lnpton.  Arnold 
Haodonald,  J.  R.  (Leiceeter) 
Hacdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'gha 
Mackameaa,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomaa  J. 
MacNeill.  John  Gordon  Swift 
Uacpberson,  J.  T. 
'MacVeapk  Jeremiah  (Down.  8. 
MaeVeigh,C1iarles  (Donegal^E.) 
H'Calliim.  John  M. 
M'Crae,  George 
M^Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W. 
M'Hicking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northanta) 
Ma8t«rman.  0.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan,PranciB  E.(I>itrim.N.) 
Meehan,  Patrick  A.(QQeen*8  Co. 
Menzic«,  Walter 
Mond.  A. 
Moooey,  J.  J. 

Morgan.  J.1Joyd(C!amiarthon) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morton.  Alpbeos  Cleophas 
Muldoon,  John 
Mamagban,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Murphy.  N.  J.  (Kilkenny.  8.) 
Myer.  Horatio 


(30  Mabch  1908} 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nichol8on.CharleB  N.{Donea8t*r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  JameB(Wioklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell.  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Orady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Hayo.  N.) 
0'Kelly,James(KoMommon,N 
CMalley,  WillUm 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehonse) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  W  alden) 
PhilippB,Co).  Ivor(a'thampton) 
Philipp6,J.  Wynford  (Pembroke 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pollard,  Dr. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price.  C.  E.  (Edinburgh,  Central 
Price,  Robert  John  (Noifolk,  E. 
Ri^y,  A.  Bolland 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloneeeter) 
Rea,  Walter  RusselKSearboro* 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Ricbards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 
Roberts.  G.  H.  (Nonjfich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigha.) 
Robertson.  Rt.  Hn.E.(Dandee) 
Robertson,Sir  G.8cott(Bradf rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Qalway,  East) 
Roe.  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman.  Walter 
Russell.  T.  W. 

Rutherford.  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann.SirC.E.  (Manchester) 
8cott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 


of  Inland. 


243 


Seavems,  J.  H> 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shaohleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawiok,B. 
Sheehan.  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas  F.  (Leitrbn,S.} 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (StaffB,N.  W.) 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.(01amorgan.  E.) 

Thomas,  DavidAlfred(Merthyr) 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Thompson  j.  W.H.(8omenet,E. 

Tomkinson,  James 

Tonlmin.  George 

Trevelysn,  Charles  Philips 

Ure,  Alexander 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Waldron,  Lanrenoe  Ambrflee 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Ward,  W.Dudley  (Soatbampt*n 

Wardte,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  Coortenay  T. 

WasoQ,  Rt.Hn.E(  Clackmannan 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  B.) 

Whit*.  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whiteley,Rt.Hn.G.(York,  W.R 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Wbittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

WilIiam8,Ltewelyn  (Carmarth'n 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Williamson.  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson.  J.H.  (Middlesbroi^h) 

ilson.  P.  W.  (St.  Psneras.  8.) 
^\i]Bon,  W.  T.  (Westhougbton) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  for  ths  Ayes — 
Captain  Donelsn  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


KOES. 


Anwm,  Sir  William  Reyne'l 
Anstmther-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Antold-Forster.Rt  Hn.Bugh  O. 
AiJiley.  W.  W. 

A«hr^-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.8tr  H. 
Balnarres,  Lord 


Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfour,BtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury.  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Parrie,H.T.(Londonderry  .N. ) 
Pcach.Hn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicks 

VOU  CLXXXVII.  LFouRTii  Series.]  I 


Beauchamp.  E. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervaae 
Bellaira.  Carlyon 
Bignold.  Sir  Arthur 
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Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bnll,  Sir  William  Jamei 
Bnrdett-Coatte,  W. 
Butcher,  SuDuel  Henry 
Campbell.  Bt.  Uoa.  J.  B.  H. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Carson.      Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viaoomit 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Harylebone.  E.) 
ChambflrlBin.Kt  Hn.J.A{Worc. 
Chance.  Frederick  William 
Chaplin,  Bt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clark.  George  Smith 
Clive,  Percy  Aroher 
Coatea,  E.  Feetham(Lewi9ham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoa.  H.  A.  E, 
Colljng8,Bt.  Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
Corbett»  A.  Cameron  (Qlaagow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  NorUi) 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  Jdm 
Conrthope,  O.  Loyd 
Craig,  Charles  Curti8(Autrim.S. 
Craig,  Capt.  Jamei  (DowOj  £.) 
Craik.  Sir  Henry 
Dalmeny,  Lord 

Dixon- HartIand.Sir  IVedDixon 
Doughty.  Sir  George 
Donglaa,  Bt.  Hem.  A.  Akm- 
Dn  Oroa,  Arthur  FhiUp 
Duncan,  Bobert(Lanark.G(ovan 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Faber.  George  Denisoa  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hante,  W.) 
FardeL\  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 
Fergueon.  B.  C.  Munro 
Fetheratonhaugb,  Godfrey 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Freeman-Thomas.  Freeman 
Gardner.  Ernest 
Gihba,  G.  A.  (Briatol»  W«t) 
Gordon.  J. 

Gonlding.  Edward  Alfred 
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Gretton,  John 
Guinness.  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Hamilton,  Harqueaa  of 
Hardy.Laurence(Kent,  AshTrd 
Harris,  Frederick  HjoveTtoa 
HarriaoD'Broadley.  H.  B. 
Bay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heaton.  John  Hennikec 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hilhi.  J.  W. 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt.  Rowland 

Kennaway,  Bt.Hn.  Sir  John  H. 

Keswick,  William 

Kimber,  Sir  Henry 

King,8ir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 

Lambton.  Hon.  Frederick  Wm 

Lane-Fox,  O.  B. 

Law,  Andrew  Booar  (Dnlirich) 

Lee.Arthur  H.(HRnt8,Fareham 

Lookwood,Rt.Hn.  Lt-CoLA.B. 

Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (DubHn,S) 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lowe.  Sir  Francis  William 

Lynch.  H.  B. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Htm.  Alfred 
BbcGaw,  William  J.  HacGeagh 
M' Arthur,  Charles 

M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Meysey- Thompson,  E.  C. 

Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 

Moore.  William 

Morpeth,  Viscoimt 

Hnntz.  Sir  Philip  A. 

Niobolls.  George 

Nicholson, Wm.  G.  (PetAnfield) 

Niold,  Herbert 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 

F«a8e,Herb«i  PikeTDarlingtmi 

FMoy.Eari 
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Powell,  Sir  IVancis  Sharp 
Randies.  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Batclifi.  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlins  on,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Bwnnant,  Jamw  Jtoyilmioe 
Ridadale.  B.  A. 

Roberta.  &  (Sheffield,Eoolenll) 
Rooaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherforo,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Uvcrpool) 
Salter.  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thoa.MyIes 
Saasoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
ShefBekUSir  Berkeley  GeorgeD. 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford.Eafit) 
Smith,  F.E.(Liyeroool,Wa1toa) 
Smith.  Hon.  W.  ECIX  (Stiud) 
Soares,  EmeHt  J. 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
StMiley,  HfL  A.LyiiIph(ChealL) 
StarlwT,  John  R. 
StaTdey-HlH.  Henry  (BtaTah. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chiehenter) 
Talbot.Bt.Hn.J.G.(Oxrd  Vnir. 
Thomson,  W.Hitchell-  (Lanvfc) 
Thornton,  Percv  M. 
Warde,  CoL  a  K  (Kent,  IGd) 
Wastm.  John  Othcart(0rkney) 
Wedewood.  Josiah  a 
Whithread.  Howard 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Iiord 
Wills.  Arthur  Walters 
Wilflon.A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester8h.N.) 
Winterton,  Earl 
WolfF,  GusUv  WUhelm 
Wortley,  Bt.  ^  &  B.  Stuart. 
Wyndham.  Rt.  Htm.  Oem^ 
Younger,  Geoi;g8 

TBLT.MS  niK  THB  XoK9 — Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


Resolved,  That  the  present  system  of 
GoTemment  in  Ireland  is  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  Iiish  people  and  gives 
them  no  voioe  in  the  management  of  theii 
own  a&irs ;  that  the  system  is  conse- 
quently inefficient  and  extravagantly 
costly ;  that  it  does  not  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  any  section  of  the  population ; 
that  it  is  prodactive  of  universal 
discontent  and  unrest,  and  is  incapable 
of  satisfactorily  promoting  the  material 
and  intellectual  progress  of  the  people ; 
that  the  reform  of  Irish  Government 
is  a  matter  vital  to  the  interests  of  Ire- 
land and  calculated  greatly  to  promote 


the  wdl-being  of  the  people  of  Gieac 
Britain;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  solution  of  this  problem  can 
only  be  attained  by  giving  to  the  Irish 
people  the  legislative  and  executive 
control  of  all  purely  Irish  affairs,  subject 
to  the  supreme  authority  of  tiie  Imperial 
Parliament. 

And,  it  being"  after  half-past  Eleven 
of  the  clock  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 

Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put,  pursuant  to  the  Standing 
Order. 

Adjourned  at  seven  minutes  after 
Twflke  o'clock.  ^>gle 
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The  LoBD  Ghancbllob  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
meata  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Cer- 
tificate from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Order  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  has  been  complied  with  : — Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  [H.L.]. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Table. 

Great  Western  Siulway  Bill  [h.u]. — 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill 
[h.l]. — Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments. 

Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L.]. — Bead  3^  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons. 

lianelly  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3% 
An  Amendment  made  :  Bill  passed,  and 

sent  to  the  Commons. 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Fish- 
guard and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Har- 
bours Bill  Ib.u\  ;  Skegness  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North 
British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Com- 
pany BUI  [h.l.]. — Bead  3%  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill ;  Dublin  and  South  Eastern  Railway 
Bill ;  Finchley  Urban  District  Council 
Bill;  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill.— 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  1*, 
and  nfexied  to  the  Ezaminers. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE  (OBSERVATORY). 

Report  of  Hia  Majesty's  Astronomer 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Secre- 
tarr  of  the  Admiralty,  for  the  years 
1906-1907. 


NAVY  (ESTIMATES,  1007-1908)  (PRO- 
GRAHMK  OP  8HIPBUILDIN0,  RE- 
PAIRS.   MAINTEXANCE,  ETC.) 

Statement  showing  the  probable  effect 
on  the  programme  due  to  re-appropria- 
tion of  cash  provision,  etc. 


VOL.  CLXXXVIL  [FouRTB  Series.]  K 


COMMERCIAL,  Xo.  2.  (1908). 

Despatches  from  BiB  Majesty's  Minister 
at  Panama,  respecting  the  employment 
of  British  West  Indian  labour  in  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  7  (1908). 

Convention  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  France  respecting  commercial 
relations  between  France  and  Barbados, 
signed  at  London,  9th  January,  1907. 
(Ratifications  exclwnged  at  Loudon  18th 
March,  1908). 

ABUY. 

General  Annual  Report  on  the  British 
Army  for  the  year  ended  30th  September, 

1907,  with  which  is  incorporated  the 
Annual  Report  of  Recruiting  prepared 
by  command  of  the  Army  Council. 

Presented  p>y  command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

TERRITORIAL  AND   RESERVE  FORCES 
ACT,  1907. 

Three  Orders  in  Council,  dated  19th 
March,  1908,  viz : — For  the  transfer  of 
the  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers  to  the 
Territorial  Force ;  Relating  to  the 
property  of  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company  ;  Applying  certain  enactments 
relating  to  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  or 
Volimteers  to  the  Territorial  Force. 

NAVAL  AND  MARINE  PAY  AND 
PENSIONS  ACT,  1865. 

Orders  in  Council,  dated  19th  March, 

1908,  approving  memorials  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  praying 
sanction  to : — Certain  improvements  in 
the  pay  and  position  and  new  regulations 
for  the  retirement  of  engineer  officers 
of  His  Majesty's  Naval  Service ;  the 
payment  of  a  special  allowance  of  Is.  6d. 
a  day  to  the  chief  or  senior  gunner  of  the 
Torpedo  School  Ship  at  Sheemess. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  19th  March, 
1908,  entitled  "The  Nordiem  Nigeria 
Order  in  Council,  im"d  byioOOgle 
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SUPRBUB  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE  ACT, 
1876. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  19th  March 
1908,  amending  the  Order  in  Council  of 
28th  July,  1893,  as  amended  by  the 
Order  in  Gotmcil  of  7th  May,  1907,  re- 
V  ting  to  the  Circuits  of  the  Judges. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursiuint  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PATENTS   AND   DESIGNS   BHX  [h.l.]- 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  amendment;   and  to  be  read 
3*  to-monow. 


MUNiaPAL  REPRESENTATION 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  amendment :  The  Re- 
port of  the  Amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  be  leceived 
to-monow. 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (SHOPS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  StandingCommittee 
with  farther  Amaidments ;  The  Report 
of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  and  by  the  Standing 
Committee  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
[Sbcoho  Readino.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  l^e  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOR  WAR  {The  Earl  of  Portsmouth)  : 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  intend  to  weary 
the  House  with  any  speech  on  this 
occasion.  There  is  absolutely  nothing 
new  in  principle  in  this  Bill,  and  I 
beg  formally  to  move  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
•2\"—{The  BaH  of  Portmouth.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


THE  TERRITORIAL  FORCE. 

•The  Eael  op  DARTMOUTH  rose 
to  ask  the  Under-Seoretaiy  of  State  for 


War — (1)  What  assistance,  if  any,  will 
be  given  to  County  Associations  in  the 
matter  of  recruiting  by  the  military 
authorities  to  enable  them  to  raise  the 
ntimber  of  recruits  required   for  the 
various  arms  of  the  new  force?    (2)  When 
the  new  units  are  actually  raised,  and 
the  military  ant^Lorities  are  oompeBed 
to  retrench  original  members  of  tiie 
County  Associations  to  make  room  for 
the  representatives  of  the  new  arms,  in 
order  to  avoid  this  invidious  and  un- 
pleasant necessity,  will  the  Secretary  of 
State  consider  the  advisability  of  having 
a  supplemental  list?    (3)  In  tiie  event 
of  a  range  situated  in  one  county,  which 
owing  to  ike  disbandment  of  a  unit  in 
that  county  may  no  longer  be  required, 
where  private  contributions  have  been 
employed  to  secure  the  range,  will  com- 
pensation be  given !   If  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  trans&r  the  range  to 
another  oountj,  will  the  two  oommaodiiig 
officers  of  the  units  concerned  be  entitled 
to  agree  on  the  terms  of  transfer,  or  will 
such  arrangements  be  entrusted  to  the 
County  Associations  or  the  Army  Council  % 
{i)  The  County  Associations  have  to  pro- 
vide horses  for  ordinary  training.  The 
country  has  been  partitioned  by  the 
military  authorities  into  suitable  areas 
for  the  purchase  of  horses  in  the  event 
of  mobilisation.   What  will  be  the  re- 
lative position  of  the  County  Associa- 
tions   and  the  military    purchasers  1 
Will  the  military  authorities  purchase 
both  for  the  Regular  Army  and  the 
Territorial  Force,  or  will  the  County 
Associations  be  expected  to  find  horses 
either  by  hire  or  purchase  for  their 
own  troops t   (5)  What  is  a  "unit?" 

The  noble  Earl  said :  My  Lords,  as 
the  period  of  the  existence  of  the  old 
Volunteer  syBtem  is  rapidly  coming  to 
an  end,  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
Questions  I  desire  to  put  to  the  noble 
Earl  the  Under-Secretory  axe  of  con- 
siderable importance.  Hy  first  Questim 
refers  to  what  asdstonce,  if  any,  is  to  be 
given  to  the  County  Associations  in  their 
task  of  raising  the  recruits  necessary  for 
the  various  arms  of  the  Territorial 
Force,  and  I  think  it  is  obvious  that 
every  possible  assistance  should  be 
given  to  those  who  have  undertaken  to 
raise  these  new  arms  if  they  are 
to  carry  out  wt9^t^r>^t4t9l(da1aM 
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-they  have  so  willingly  undertaken. 
Sergeant-instructorB  are  now  leBponsible 
ior  recruiting  for  the  Regulsn*  and, 
however  good  a  sergeant-instructor  may 
be  as  such,  he  is  liable  to  be  sent  back 
to  his  regiment  if  his  efforts  as  a  reoioit- 
ing  sergeant  are  not  svccessful.  That  is 
«  Bystem  which  I  hope  will  not  be  main- 
tained in  the  future,  because  in  the  new 
Territorial  Force  he  would  obviously  be 
under  two  masters  ;  and  there  is  a  strong 
objection,  in  certain  parts  of  the  country, 
on  the  part  of  village  mothers  to  allow 
their  sons  to  join  the  Reserve  Forces  if 
they  can  help  it,  because  they  feel  that 
if  ute  Bergeant-instructor  once  gets  hold 
«f  them  they  will  pass  them  on  to  the 
line.  It  would  be  instructive  for  us  to 
know  whose  servant  the  sergeant-in- 
structor is  going  to  be,  and  we  desire  to 
know  whether  any  professional  asais- 
tance  will  be  given  to  the  County  Asso- 
ciations in  the  matter  of  recruiting. 

My  second  Question  has  reference  to 
the  County  Associations,  and  the  point 
I  ruse  will  become  an  important  one  at 
a  very  early  date.  I  hope  the  noble  Earl 
appreciates  my  use  of  the  word  "re- 
trench," because  that,  I  think,  accurately 
describes  the  position  at  the  present 
time.  I  understand,  from  an  answer 
given  in  another  place  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  that 
retrenchment  may  mean  retirement, 
iriiile  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  are  of  opinion  that  re- 
treudunent  must  mean  discharge.  When 
the  new  units  are  actually  rused  and 
room  has  to  be  found  on  the  County 
Associations  for  the  representatives  of 
the  new  arms,  the  original  members  of 
those  Associations  will  have  either  to  be 
retired  or  discharged ;  and  as  it  is  very 
important  to  secure  the  assistance  of  as 
many  as  possible  of  those  gentlemen 
who  will  have  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  early  formation  of  the  Territorial 
Force,  it  is  obviously  undesirable  that 
tiiey  should  be  turned  off  the  County 
Associations  just  at  the  moment  when 
their  experience  is  beginning  to  be  of 
value.  What  I  would  impress  upon  the 
noble  £ad  is  this,  that  the  County  Asso- 
(oations  should  be  given  the  opportimity, 
if  they  so  desire,  of  having  a  super- 
numerary list  composed  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  new  units,  who  will 
have  all  the  privileges  of  members  of 


the  Associations,  who  will  attend  the 
meetings  and  speak,  and  vote,  and 
gradually  be  absorbed  as  vacancies 
occur. 

The  third  Question  standing  in  my 
name  on  the  Paper  is  one  of  some  Utt^ 
personal  difficulty.  It  concerns  ranges, 
and  I  ask  it  not  as  a  member  of  a  County 
Association,  but  in  the  disembodied 
spirit  of  a  disbanded  colonel  of  a  Volun- 
teer remanent. 

The  next  Question  is  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  refers  to  the  pro- 
vision of  horses.  Two  years  ago 
chief  constables  were  aslffid  to  make  in 
quiries  in  their  respective  districts  about 
available  horses.  The  request  waa  re- 
peated last  year.  By  this  scheme  the 
provision  of  horses  for  the  Territorial 
Force  is  thrown  on  the  County  Associa- 
tions. A  further  communication  has 
now  been  made  suggesting  a  division  of 
the  county  into  areas  for  horse  buying 
in  case  of  mobilisation — that  is  to  say, 
apparently,  for  providing  the  necessary 
horses  for  the  Regular  Army  on  sadden 
mobilisation.  I  i£ould  like  to  ask  what 
will  be  the  position  respectively  of  the 
Regular  Army  and  the  Territorial  Force 
when  mobilisation  takes  place.  It  has 
been  pointed  out,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  that  it  is  absolutely  important 
to  have  horses  Hkit  hive  been  trained 
to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them. 
The  County  Associations  have  toprovide 
horses  for  ordinary  training.  Will  the 
War  Office  representative  be  able  to 
take  all  those  horses  for  the  Regular 
Army  on  mobilisation  ?  It  is  just  as 
well  that  we  should  know  how  we  stand . 
We  quite  recognise,  of  course,  that  the 
Reguar  Army  most  oome  fint,  but  we 
wish  to  know  in  what  position  we  stand. 

My  last  Question  is— What  is  a 
"  unit "  !  The  noble  Earl  the  Under- 
Secretary  has  written  to  me  privately 
regarding  this  Question,  and  has  asl^ 
whether  I  have  anything  at  the  back  of 
my  mind.  I  have  not.  From  the 
civilian  point  of  view  a  unit  is  one.  I 
have  a  little  book  on  tactics  ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  very  reliable,  but  it 
appears  from  it  that,  &om  tiie  military 
point  of  view,  a  unit  is  any  number  of 
troops  exceeding  one.  From  the  civilian 
point  of  view  a  mounted  soldier  would 
be  a  unit.   In  th^  event  ^  mis^ venture 
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in  tbe  field  and  the  tempotary  separation 
of  the  soldier  from  his  horse,  would  he 
and  his  horse  become  two  units  ?  As 
the  County  Associations  are  to  be  paid 
by  results,  and  as  those  results  are  to 
depend  on  the  number  of  units  raised, 
it  is  obviously  important  for  the  Associa- 
tions to  know  if  they  may  themselves 
define  what  a  unit  is.  If  so,  I  can 
undertake  to  say  there  will  be  no  want 
of  money.  It  is  imfwrtant  to  know, 
for  instance,  whether  a  half  battalion 
raised  in  a  particular  district  is  to  be  a 
unit,  or  whether  a  company  is  to  be  a 
unit.  Of  what  exactly  will  a  unit  consist  ? 
We  had  a  conversation  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House  the  other  day  about  a  gun 
allotted  to  Staffordshire  and  Shropshire. 
Is  that  gun  a  unit  ?  I  understand  that 
it  has  arrived  in  Staffordshire,  but  with- 
out limber  and  without'  stores.  Still, 
the  commanding  officer  thinks  well  of 
that  gun,  and  is  of  opinion  that  if  he 
could  get  the  other  eleven  complete  at 
an  early  date  he  would  be  able  to  do 
some  excellent  work  and  show  Lord 
Roberts  that  he  was  wrong  in  the  view 
he  took.  Here  is  one  gun  allotted  to 
Staffordshire  and  Shropslure.  While 
at  the  present  time  Shropshire  and 
Staffordshire  have  a  joint  brigade  of 
Garrison  Artillery,  under  this  scheme 
Shropshire  is  to  be  in  one  division,  in  one 
conmiand,  and  in  one  regimental  dis- 
trict, and  Staffordshire  is  to  be  com- 
pletely separated.  Yet  when  I  ask  a 
question  on  the  subject  the  noble  Earl 
tells  me  that  one  gun  has  been  sent  to 
Shropshire  and  Staffordshire.  It  rather 
indicates  that  he  does  not  know  what  is 
the^foundation  of  this  scheme.  The  men 
concerned  are  now  waiting  for  lAforma- 
tion,  and  if  the  War  Office  could  only 
forget  its  traditions  and  let  us  know 
fully  what  is  proposed  we  believe  we 
could  make  the  Territorial  Force  a 
success. 

The  Eabl  of  PORTSMOUTH: 
Hy  Lords,  before  I  deal  with  the 
Questions  put  to  me  by  the  noble 
Earl,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  having  got  part  of  his 
gun.  I  can  assure  him  the  other  parts 
will  follow  very  quickly.  As  regards 
the  first  Question,  in  the  regulations 
which  will  be  published  almost  imme- 
dutely,   officers  conmianding  Re^ar 
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recruiting  areas  are  ordered  to  give  all 
the  assistance  they  can  in  this  matter, 
and  Regular  officers,  when  such  a  coune 
is  most  convenient,  are  instructed  to 
attest  and  finally  approve  recruits.  As 
regards  the  second  Question,  I  think 
the  suggestion  of  my  noble  friend  is 
rather  an  impracticable  one.  A  man 
must  be  either  a  member  or  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Association.  If,  hereafter, 
we  desire,  as  I  daresay  we  shall,  to  raise 
an  increased  number  of  unite  from  any 
particular  county,  we  shall  have  to 
increase  the  numbers  of  that  county's 
Association  by  framing  a  new  scheme 
which  will  in  due  course  be  presented 
to  Parliament,  as  laid  down  in  the  Act. 

In  reply  to  the  third  Question,  if  the 
range  is  private  property,  of  which  the 
corps  has  only  had  the  use,  it  remains 
private  property;  but  if  the  range  in 
question  is  corps  property — tiiat  is, 
property  vested  in  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  corps,  which  has  been  par- 
tially provided  out  of  private  subscrip- 
tions— then  all  corps  property  of  a  dis- 
banded unit  reverts  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  unless  the  private  funds 
were  distinctly  advanced  and  secured 
as  a  loan  no  obligation  to  repay  the  con- 
tributions will  be  recognised.  That  is 
provided  for  by  Section  8  of  the  BCIitary 
Lands  Act,  1892.  As  regards  the  latter 
part  of  the  Question,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  whom  the  range  is  vested  on 
disbandment,  can  make  such  arrange* 
ments  as  he  thinks  fit  whether  for  the 
transfer  to  another  County  Association 
or  for  any  other  purpose.  I  need  hardly 
say  that  in  such  a  case,  he  would,  as  far 
as  possible,  consult  the  views  of  those 
locally  interested.  In  reply  to  the  fourth 
Question,  the  provision  of  horses  is  a 
very  difficult  one,  but  the  War  Office,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, are  endeavouring  to  draw  up  a 
scheme  which  will  help  us  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  As  regards  the  specific 
Question  asked,  I  can  say  that  the  mili- 
tary authorities  will  only  purchase  for 
the  Regular  Army.  The  Coimty  Asso- 
ciations will  be  expected  to  provide  for 
their  own  troops. 

As  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  unit  " 
an  exact  definition  is  not  easy  to  give. 
In  ite  ordinary  military/^nM^tln^word 
is  a  somewhat  ^^Ik^^vWiai^^tniding 
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for  its  precise  significance  on  the  context 
in  which  it  is  used.  In  the  King's 
Regulations  the  word  is  used  to  denote 
an  kibutry  battalion  or  depot,  a  cavalry 
regiment  or  depot,  a  battery  or  depot 
of  Royal  Horse  or  Field  Artilleiy, 
a  company  or  depot  of  Royal 
Garrison  Artillery,  a  field  troop, 
bridging  train,  telegraph  or  balloon 
company,  etc.,  in  the  Royal  Engineers. 
It  is  used  to  denote  a  company  in  the 
departmental  services  like  the  Army 
Service  Corps.  It  is,  therefore,  applied 
to  the  battalion  of  infantry,  the  regiment 
of  cavalry,  the  battery  of  artillery,  etc. 
To  speak  of  the  County  Association 
raising  units  is  to  imply  that  the  Army 
Oounral,  through  the  general  ofiicer 
commanding-in-chief » informed  the  county 
that  in  the  general  scheme  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force  the  quota  of  troops  the 
particular  county  was  expected  to  furnish 
was  so  many  infantry  battalions,  so 
many  batteries  of  horse  or  field  artillery, 
so  many  companies  of  Army  Service 
Corps,  etc. 

The  War  Office  has  issued  a  financial 
memorandum  to  Associations  which  fully 
explains  the  basis  on  which  what  is 
called  the  establishment  grant  is  to  be 
paid.    In  each  arm  of  the  service  the 
organisation  taken  as  the  basis  of  pay- 
ment is  either  the  actual  unit  laid  down 
in  the  general  st^eme  of  requirements 
or  a  sub-division  of  that  unit.  For 
instance,  StafFordshire  is  asked  to  raise, 
say,    four   battalions  of  infantry,  or 
tUrty-two  companies  (eight  companies 
per  battalion).   The  establishment  grant 
is  £100  per  infantry  company.  This 
coonty  would,  therefore,  receive  £3,200 
in  respect  of  its  quota  of  infantry.  Sup- 
posing that  the  county  were  asked  to 
raise  inter  alia  a  battery  of  heavy  artillery 
and  ammunition  column,  according  to 
the  financial  memorandum  the  grant 
for  this  unit  would  be  £200.  Supposing 
again  the  county  were  asked  to  raise 
a  Yeomanry  regiment,  the  county  would 
be  paid  on  the  basis  of  £96  per  squadron 
irbach.  is  the  sub-divuion  of  tite  mounted 

The  Eabl  of  DARTMOUTH:  I 
understand  t^t  no  extra  grant  is  to 
be  given  in  cases  where  half  batteries 
ue  raised  in  one  place  and  half  batteries 
in  another  2   Can  tJie  noble  Earl  tell 


me  what  penalty  attaches  to  a  chairman 
of  a  County  Association  if  he  passively 
resists  liie  Act  ? 

The  Eabl  op'  PORTSMOUTH  :  I 
cannot  state  ofi-hand  what  would  be 
the  penalty  in  such  a  case.  I  think  it 
is  a  matter  which  should  be  referred  to 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  With 
regard  to  the  other  point  referred  to 
by  the  noble  Earl,  I  am  afraid  we  cannot 
make  any  extra  allowance  on  that 
groimd. 

Lord  LOVAT:    The  noble  Earl,  in 
replying  to  Lord  Dartmouth's  fourth 
Question,  stated  that  the  War  Office,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Agricul* 
ture,  were  drawing  up  a  scheme;  but 
that  scheme  will  affect  horses  in  the 
future.    The  point  on  which  I  understand 
Lord  Dartmouth  wants  information  is 
what  the  Associations  are  to  do  mean- 
while with  respect  to  the  providing  of 
horses.    There  has  only  been  one  circular 
issued  as  yet  to  the  County  Associations 
on  the  subject,  and  in  that  circular  the 
Associations  are  i»ked  to  do  nothing  *at 
all  in  procuring  horses  until  the  whole 
demand  of  the  Army  has  been  satisfied. 
The  Army  requires  60,000  horses,  and 
according  to  the  rate  at  which  they  were 
obtained  during  the  Boer  War,  it  will 
take  something  like  nine  months  to 
realise  that  number.   Are  the  County 
Associations  to  do  nothing  meanwhile  I 
The  registration  is  done,  not  as  it  should 
be  by  officers  commanding  the  Artillery 
or  Yeomanry,  or  by  men  having  some 
knowledge   of    horses,    but  actually 
by   constabulary.   A   local  policeman 
goes  round  and  asks  people  if  they  have 
horses  suitable  for  the  Regular  Army. 
The  way  the  registration  is  done  at 
present  is  a  perfect  &rce.   I  hope  we 
shall  be  assured  that  some  consideration 
is  being  given  to  this  important  question, 
I  think,  also,  that  steps  should  be  taken 
at  once,  by  Order  in  Council,  to  make  the 
representation  of  the  difierent  units  on 
the  Assodations  more  exact. 


Thb  Eabl  op  PORTSMOUTH:  Afl 
regards  the  latter  point,  that  is  a  question 
I  cannot  answer  off-hand.  Perhaps  the 
noble  Lord  will  communicate  with  me  as 
to  any  case  in  which,  in  his  opinion,  a 
change  should  be  imade,.  and  I  ^lUsee 
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that  the  matter  is  considered.  As  to  the 
registration  of  horses,  I  have  never  made 
any  secret  of  the  serious  and  unsatisfac- 
tory condition  in  which-  we  are  placed  in 
regard  to  that  matter.  But  the  point 
alluded  to  by  Lord  Lovat  did  not  arise 
out  of  the  Questions  on  the  Paper ;  and  if 
the  noble  Lord  Ukes  to  put  down  a 
Question  to  he  ashed  some  time  after 
Easter,  I  shall,  perhaps,  be  able  to  give 
him  some  information. 

The  Eael  of  DARTMOUTH  :  Is  the 
noble  Earl  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  prepared  to  tell  us  anything 
about  the  progress  of  the  scheme  referred 
to  by  Lord  Portsmouth  3 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES  (Earl 
Cabrington)  :  I  never  Uke  to  say  any- 
thing without  being  certain  that  I  am 
absolutely  accurate.  I  therefore  ask  my 
noble  friend  to  extend  to  me  his  indul- 
gence by  allowing  me  to  put  off  making  a 
statement  for  a  short  time.  I  can  assure 
him  that  things  are  progressing  very 
favourably,  and  I  hope  ere  long  to  be  able 
to  make  an  announcement  which  will  be 
satisfactory  not  only  to  my  noble  friend 
but  to  the  House  generally. 


SUNDAY  OPENING  OF  ARl  GALLERIES. 

Lord  KEWTON  rose  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  why  the  National 

Gallery,  the  National  Portrait  Gallery, 
and  the  Tate  Gallery  were  closed  on 
Sundays  during  five  months  in  the  year, 
whereas  other  similar  institutions  re- 
mained open.  The  noble  Lord  said : 
Hy  Lords,  in  calling  attention  to  the 
anomaly  which  is  indicated  in  my  Ques- 
tion I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  when 
in  1896  the  House  of  Commons  unani- 
mously passed  a  Resolution  in  favour  of 
the  Sunday  opening  of  museums  and 
galleries,  almost  everybody  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  question  was]  finally 
and  definitely  settled.  I  confess  that 
until  only  a  few  days  ago  I  was  under 
that  impression  myself,  and  I  only  dis- 
covered my  error  when,  on  proceeding  to 
the  National  Gallery  a  short  time  ago  on 
a  Sunday  afternoon,  I  found  to  my 
astonishment — I  had  almost  said  to  my 
indignation — that  that  institution  was 
dosed  on  Sundays  for  no  less  a  period 

The  Earl  of  Portmouth, 


than  five  months  in  the  year — ^namely^ 
during  the  months  of  November,  De- 
cember, January,  February,  and  Sbrch  ; 
and  the  same  thing  applies  to  other 
gaUeries. 

I  find  I  am  not  the  only  person  wha 
entertained  this  mistaken  belief,  because 
in  consequence  of  my  experience  I  caused 
observations  to  be  taken  last  Sunday,  and 
ascertained  that  over  300  people  went 
to  the  National  Gallery  shortly  after 
2  o'clock  on  that  day,  and  natnnJly  met 
with  the  same  reception  as  I  did ;  and 
I  do  not  know  whether  they  derived  any 
consolation  from  the  fact  that  they  were 
probably  informed  that,  though  they 
could  not  visit  the  National  Gallery, 
nevertheless  the  Geological  liIuBeum  was 
open  for  their  insp«;tion.  The  anomaly 
to  which  I  refer  consists  in  this,  that 
whereas  the  National  Gallery,  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  the  Tate 
Gallery,  and  the  Wallace  Collection  are 
all  closed,  on  Sundays  during  five  months 
of  the  year,  the  British  Museum,  the 
South  Kensington  Museum,  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  the  Bethnal  Green. 
Museum,  and  that  institution  to  which 
I  have  just  referred,  the  Geological 
Museum,  are  open  all  the  year  round. 
I  am  entirely  unable  to  understand  by 
what  process  any  person  has  been  able 
to  differentiate  between  the  respective 
claims  of  these  various  institutions  as 
regards  Sunday  opening.  I  have  heard 
it  suggested  that  the  reason  the  establish- 
ments I  have  mentioned  are  closed  is  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  artificial  light. 
But  to  me  that  is  an  entirely  uncon- 
vincing explanation,  because  those  in- 
stitutions which  are  open  on  Sundays 
are  only  open  from  2  p.m.  ujitil  dusk, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out 
that  dayli^t  is  precisely  the  same  on 
Sunday  as  it  is  on  a  week-day.  The  ques- 
tion of  artificial  light  cannot  possibly 
arise,  because  on  really  foggy  and  dark 
days  I  believe  all  those  institutions 
are  closed. 

It  cannot  be  pleaded  as  an  ezouse  for 
keeping  certain  of  these  institutions 
closed  that  the  public  shows  no  inclina- 
tion to  visit  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Sunday  opening  of  museunw  and 
galleries  has  been  an  absolutely  un- 
qualified success,  and  I /do  Joot.  Ithink 
anybody  at  the  ^M^'Mf^id^imatt 
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to  assert  that  it  was  other  than  a  universal 
benefit.  I  believe  that,  roughly,  400,000 
people  visit  the  public  galleries  and 
mneennu  in  London  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  and  the  average  Sunday 
attendance  really  amounts  to  a  con- 
siderable figure.  For  instance,  the 
average  number  of  visitors  at  the  South 
Kensington  Museum  on  Sundays  is 
1,750  ;  at  the  British  Museum,  1,110  ; 
at  the  Katural  History  Museum,  1,176  ; 
at  the  National  Gallery,  1,450.  It  is 
no  argument  to  say  that  the  same  pro- 
portion of  people  would  not  visit  these 
institutions  during  the  winter  months, 
because  if  anybody  will  take  the  trouble 
to  refer  to  the  figures  they  will  see  that 
in  proportion  to  the  time,  just  as  many 
people  visit  those  galleries  which  are 
open  during  the  winter  months  as  is  the 
case  in  the  summer  time,  and  it  seems 
to  me  only  natural  that  they  should  do 
so  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  open  air 
pnisuits  are  less  attractive.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  galleries  which  are  constantly 
open  are  under  direct  Government  con- 
trol, and  all  the  galleries  I  have  mentioned 
iriiioh  are  closed  during  certain  months, 
are  managed  by  trustees.  Personally, 
I  should  be  the  last  person  to  bring 
any  sort  of  charge  against  those  trustees. 
I  believe  them  to  be  all,  without  excep- 
tion, highly  enlightened  persons.  I  see 
several  of  them  sitting  in  the  House  at 
the  present  moment ;  and  the  inference 
which  I  draw  is  that  the  obstacle  to 
the  proposed  all -the -year-round  opening 
must  proceed  from  the  Treasury.  I 
cannot  account  for  it  in  any  other  way, 
and  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  if  I 
am  correct  in  this  inference  it  is  really 
an  objection  of  an  extremely  trifling 
character. 

I  understand  that  on  Sundays  the 
work  of  the  ordinary  attendants  is 
discharged  by  police.  These  police,  in 
the  case,  for  instance,  of  the  National 
Gallery,  amount  pcwsibly  to  fifteen  or 
twenty,  all  told.  I  do  not  think  I  am 
exaggerating  when  I  say,  therefore, 
that  the  expense  of  keeping  the  National 
Gallery  open  on  Sundays  could  not 
poflaiblj  amoant  to  more  than,  say, 
£7  or  £8  per  day.  It  ia,  therefore, 
obvioiu  that  for  an  additional  expendi- 
ture of  something  like  £40  a  month,  less 
than  £200  a  year,  the  National  Gallery 


could  be  ^pt  open  during  the  entire 
year ;  and  it  is  equally  obvious  that  the 
other  galleries  I  have  mentioned,  which 
are  now  closed,  could,  being  smaller 
establishments,  be  kept  open  at  a  still 
smaller  expense.   I  venture  to  think 
that  expense  must  really  be  the  sole 
obstacle  in  the  way,  because  what  is 
called  Sabbatarianism  is  really  dead  ; 
and  you  could  not  have  any  more  con- 
vincing proof  of  that  than  the  fact  that 
the  National  Gallery  of  Edinburgh  is 
actually   open   during   every  Sunday 
in  the  year,  possibly  owing  to  the  in- 
fluence of  my  noble  friend  on  the  cros& 
benches.   But  in  any  case  there  is  no 
obstacle  now  put  in  the  way  of  anybody 
who  desires  rationally  to  amuse  himself 
on  a  Sunday.   In  all  parts  of  London, 
people  can  now  hear  most  admirable 
concerts  at  an  extremely  trifling  charge. 
They  can,  if  they  wish  to  do  such  things, 
indulge  in  the  more  doubtful  amusement 
of  listening  to  lectures  by  more  or  less 
distinguished  people ;      and,  from  a 
correspondence    which    has  recently 
appeared  in  the  Press,  I  observe  that 
members  of  certain  political  clubs  are 
j  able  to  enjoy   advantages  which  are 
denied  to  many  other  persons.    I  would 
i  venture  to  ask  the  House  whether  it  is 
;  not  somewhat  ludicrous  that  our  finest 
I  art  oolteotions  should   remain  closed, 
'  whilst  so  many  opportunities  for  recrea- 
!  tion  remain  available  1   That  being  so, 
I  and  it  being,  as  I  am  convinced,  a  pure 
I  oversight  on  the  part  of  somebody  who 
has  not  yet  pressed  the  Treasury  suffi- 
'  ciently  hard,  I  cannot  help  hoping  that, 
I  whoever  is  going  to  answer  for  His 

I  Majesty's  Government,  will  reply  in  a 
,  favourable  sense,  and  that  this  anomaly 

will  shortly  cease  to  exist. 

!  The  Earl  or  CARLISLE  :  My  Lords, 
'  before  the  noble  Lord  who  represents 
the  Treasury  replies,  I  should  like  to 
be  allowed,  as  the  oldest  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  National 
Gallery,  to  say  a  few  words.    I  am  sorry 

I I  cannot  speak  in  the  name  of  the  Board, 
because  it  has  not  met  since  the  noble 
LoM  placed  his  Question  on  the  Paper ; 
but  I  have  been  able  to  consult  the 
director  and  the  majority  of  my  col- 
leagues, and  I  can  say  that  the  noble 
Lord  is  perfectly  right  in  his  statement 
that  we  are  most  anxioua  not^to  ^t  any 
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oppo^tion  in  ibe  way  of  tiie  further 
openii^  of  the  National  Ghdlery.  I 
should  like  to  say,  by  the  way,  that  the 
National  Gallery  is  open  for  a  consider- 
ably longer  time  every  day  than  any  other 
gallery  in  £urope.  That,  however,  is 
no  ie«ion  why  it  should  not  be  open  on 
a  larger  number  of  Sundays  than  at 
present.  I  should  like  to  tell  your 
Lordships  very  briefly  the  history  of 
the  matter.  In  1896,  when  the  Resolu- 
tion ot  the  House  of  Commons  was  passed, 
the  Gallery  was  opened  on  Sundays  from 
May  to  September  from  three  to  six 
o'clock.  In  1897,  another  month  was 
added,  and  it  was  open  for  six  months 
on  Sundays ;  and  in  1898  it  was  open 
for  seven  months.  I  quite  think  it 
desirable  that  the  time  should  be  in- 
creased. The  objection  that  was  made 
before  was  that  as  the  Gallery  was  not 
opened  until  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
and  dusk  fell  very  early  in  the  winter, 
it  was  not  worth  while  to  give  a  whole 
day's  pay  for  what  would  be  not  more 
than  two  hours'  work.  But  that  a^u- 
ment  does  not  apply  to  two  additional 
months,  at  all  events — the  months  of 
March  and  November.  Speaking  for 
myself,  I  confess  I  should  prefer  to  see 
the  Gallery  open  for  the  whole  year  if 
the  Treasury  would  give  the  additional 
money  necessary.  The  cost  at  present, 
in  the  case  of  the  National  G^lery,  is 
£217  a  year,  and  for  the  whole  year  the 
cost  would  be  £365,  which  is  not  a  very 
extravagant  sum  for  giving  a  great  deal 
of  additional  pleasure.  As  far  as  the 
Board  of  Trustees  are  concerned,  there 
is,  no  doubt,  we  shall  attempt  to  get  the 
Treasury  to  enable  us  to  give  increased 
facilities  in  this  direction. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  Hy  Lords,  it  is  a 
mattra  of  very  deep  regret  to  myself  that 
such  prominent  institutions  as  the 
National  Gallery,  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery,  and  the  Tate  Gallery,  should  have 
been  so  unfortunate  as  to  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  my  noble  friend  Lord  Newton. 
He  is,  however,  entirely  inaccurate  in  the 
inference  he  draws  that  the  Treasury  is 
rraponsible  for  this  particular  state  of 
things.  Lord  Carlisle,  who  is,  I  believe, 
the  oldest  trustee  of  the  National  Gallery, 
is  entitled  to  speak  with  greater  authority 
on)  this  question  than,  perhaps,  any 
other  Membw  of  your  Lordships'  House, 

I%e  Sari  of  Carlisle. 
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and  I  think  he  will  bear  me  oat  when  I 
say  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Treasury 

to  act  unless  approached  in  this  matter, 
first  of  all,  by  the  trustees  of  the  in- 
stitutions in  question.  A  similar  point 
was  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  late 
Government,  and  was  answered  bj  Mr. 
Hayes  Fisher,  who  pointed  out  that, 
owing  to  the  frequent  deficiency  of  day- 
light on  winter  afternoons  and  the  fact 
that  in  any  case  the  time  during  which 
pictures  could  be  seen  was  very  short,  it 
was  not  considered  worth  while,  in  the 
absence  of  artificial  light,  to  keep  the 
galleries  open  all  the  year  round  on 
Sundays ;  and  as  to  the  introdaction  of 
artificial  light  he  said  that,  at  all  events 
in  the  case  of  the  National  Gallery  and 
the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  the 
trustees  entertained  a  strong  objection, 
apart  from  the  question  of  expense*  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  press  them  on  the 
point.  I  should  like  to  add  that  it 
may  be  necessary,  if  the  galleries  are  to 
be  opened  all  the  year  round,  to  install  tiw 
electric  light,  witii  the  consequent  in- 
creased risk  of  fire,  and  that  various 
structural  alterations  would  have  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  Treasury, 
however,  will  entertain  any  proposal  put 
forward  by  the  trustees  of  these  in- 
stitutions. 

*The  MABgnzss  oi'  LANSDOWNE: 
My  Lords,  as  a  coltei^ue  of  Lord  Cadisle 
I  can  corroborate  what  he  has  already 
said  on  this  subject.  The  trustees  are  in 
favour  of  giving  as  many  facilities  to 
the  public  as  they  possibly  can,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  my  noble  fnend  who  put 
this  Question  on  the  Paper  will  remember 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action  of 
the  terustees  twelve  years  ago,  the  National 
Gallery,  at  any  rate,  might  still  be  closed. 
When  we  had  to  consider  the  extent  to 
which  the  GaUery  might  be  opened  on 
Sundays  there  were  two  limits  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  There  was,  in  the 
first  place,  the  limit  of  daylight :  now 
the  opening  hour  on  Sunday  seems  to 
have  been  taken — I  do  not  know  exactly 
why,  but  I  imagine  in  consequence  of 
the  House  of  Commons  Kesolution— as 
two  o'clock,  and  I  suggest  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  there  are  unfortunately  certain 
period  of  the  year  when  in  Loudon,  at 
any  rate,  the  amount  of-'dtfylic^^ter 
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two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon  is  so 
insignificant  as  to  render  it  scarcely 
worth  while  to  open  between  2  p.m.  and 
the  hooz  when  twilight  sets  in.  Of 
coarse,  if  yon  come  to  the  question 
<A  intoodncing  artificial  light,  you  open 
up  a  very  much  larger  question.  I  do 
not  think  my  noble  fnend  intended 
tonuae  that 

Lord  NEWTON:  No. 

•The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  other  limit  arises  out  of  financial 
considerations.  My  noble  friend  talked 
airily  about  an  extra  expenditure  of 
£200  per  annum.  I  think  the  House 
is  aware  that  the  National  Gallery  does 
not  enioy  a  very  extravagant  subsidy 
from  public  funds,  and  we  do  have  to 
consider  rather  carefully  how  we  spend 
£200  or  any  other  appreciable  sum  of 
mone^r.  But  I  do  not  see  why  some 
arrangement  should  not  be  made  whereby 
the  G«Uery  might  be  thrown  open  for  a 
bnger  period  of  the  year.  The  trustees 
are  likely  to  hold  their  monthly  meeting 
before  long,  and  we  shall  then  certainly 
consider  what  has  been  proposed  by 
my  noble  friend,  and,  if  necessary, 
approach  the  Treasury  on  the  subject. 
Now  one  word  in  regard  to  the  attitude 
of  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  think  the 
Tieamury  has  been  quite  0o  neutral  in 
the  matter  as  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
seems  to  suppose,  I  have  a  very  distinct 
recollection  that  when  this  matter  was 
first  broached  and  we  applied  to  the 
Treasury  for  a  slight  increase  in  our 
stAlE  in  order  to  enable  us  to  open  the 
Gallery  on  Sundays,  we  encountered 
ctmsiderable  difficulty ;  at  last,  as  a 
sohitioD*  it  was  stiggested  to  us  that 
police  constables  might  be  employed  for 
this  purpose  during  a  certain  part  of  the 
year.  We  accepted  that  as  the  best 
afiangement  obtainable,  but  it  was 
made  very  apparent  to  us  indeed  that 
the  question  of  the  cost  of  opening  on 
Sundays  was  a  consideration  which  my 
I/nds  of  tiie  Treasury  would  not  leave 
out  of  account. 

Lord  JOICEY  :  Can  the  noble  Lord 
give  the  House  any  idea  of  the  number 
of  vtsitors  to  tiie  National  Gallery  on 
Sundays  ? 


The  Mabquess  o7  LANSDOWNB  : 
About  1,400. 

Lord  NEWTON :  I  do  not  wish  to 
prolong  this  discussitm,  but  I  should  like 
to  explain  that  there  is  no  question  of 
asking  the  trustees  of  the  National 
€}allery  or  any  otiier  gallery  to  instal 
the  electric  light.  We  are  only  asking 
them  to  do  what  is  done  in  the  case  of 
other  galleries  in  the  same  position,  and 
therefore  any  additional  cost  which 
would  be  necessary  would  be  merely 
paid  for  attendants. 

LordDENMAN:  Will  the  noble  Lord 
say  exactly  what  are  the  hours  on  which 
he  would  like  these  galleries  opened  on 
Sundays  throughout  the  year  1 

Lord  NEWTON:  The  same  hours 
as  prevail  in  the  case  of  the  galleries 
which  are  now  open  all  the  year  round 
— that  is  to  say,  from  two  to  4  o'clock 
during  December  and  January.  After 
January  the  time  could  gradually  be  pro- 
longed until  you  got  to  six  or  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  When  I  went  to 
the  National  Gallery  the  other  Sunday 
it  was  light  until  six  o'clock.  There  was, 
therefore  no  reason  why  the  Gallery 
should  not  have  been  available  to  the 
public  for  three  hours  at  least  on  that 
day,  without  the  slightest  necessity  for 
artificial  light. 


AFFAIRS  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  VATERSAY. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  rose 
to  call  attention  to  the  recently  published 
correspondence  between  Lady  Cathcart 
and  the  Secretary  for  ScotUnd  and  the 
Lord  Advocate,  and  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  Island  of  Vatersay. 

The  noble  Earl  said — ^My  Lords.  I 
venture  to  hope  that  your  Lordships 
have  looked  into  the  correspondence 
which  has  been  liud  on  the  Table,  and 
I  think  those  of  our  Lordships  who  have 
done  BO  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  has 
repaid  perusal.  It  affords  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  condition  of  affairs  which 
prevails  at  the  present  time  in  part  of 
the  western  islands  of  Scotland,  and 
of  the  manner  and  customs  of  the  present 
Scottish  Office  and  of  the;,  sense  which 
they  entertain  [$f|,,^§y(S®c®^tie8 
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attaching  to  them  in  relation  to  the 
protection  and  defence  of  property. 
The  correspondence  Ib  somewhat  long 
and  Tolununous,  but  I  shall  endeavour 
to  tell  your  Lordships  my  story  in  the 
way  of  narrative  as  far  as  possible,  though 
I  shall,  of  necessity,  I  regret  to  say,  be 
obliged  to  read  certain  passages  from 
several  documents.  Iiot  me,  l£en,  pro- 
ceed to  my  story. 

Lady  Cathcart  is  a  lady  who  is  pos- 
sessed of  very  large  property  in  Scotland. 
Her  property  is  situated  in  several  parts 
of  that  country.  She  has  property 
on  tiie  east  coast,  but,  to  her  misfortune, 
she  also  has  property  in  the  western 
islands  which  has  caused  her  a  great 
deal  of  anxiety  and  trouble.  Lady 
Cathcart  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
ownership  in  the  very  highest  and  most 
dignified  form.  There  is  no  one,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, who  would  state  or  insinuate 
tiiat  her  ladyship  has  in  any  way  failed 
in  her  duties  as  an  owner.  She  has 
poured  out  her  money  most  lavishly, 
and  in  regard  to  the  particular  part  of 
her  property  which  is  in  question  to-night 
she  has  done  everything  that  the  most 
munificent  owner  could  possibly  have 
done.  In  the  Island  of  Barra  she  built 
a  harbour,  set  up  curing  establishments, 
and  endeavoured  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  plpce  as  a  station  for  fishing,  for, 
in  her  opinion,  after  a  long  experience 
both  on  the  western  and  eastern  coasts, 
she  thought  this  likely  to  prove  the 
-most  lucrative  employment  for  the 
inhabitants.  In  this,  and  in  many  other 
ways,  she  has  poured  out  money  nithout 
end.  She  has  also  endeavoured  to  act 
in  harmony  with  the  Congested  Bistricts 
Board,  and  in  course  of  that  action, 
though  sometimes  against  her  own  judg- 
ment, she  has  laid  out  in  crofts  large  por- 
tions of  this  island,  not  always  with  very 
lucrative  results  to  herself  or  even  with 
benefit  to  those  for  whom  it  was  done. 

Your  Lordships  will  find  an  instance 
on  the  last  two  pages  of  this  Return — 
the  farm  of  Glendale.  In  that  instance 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  asked 
Lady  Cathcart  to  divide  the  farm  into 
crofts.  She  replied  that  she  knew  it 
was  not  suited  for  the  purpose.  They 
insisted,  however,  and  the  result  was 
that  her  ladyship  gave  way  and  removed 

The  Earl  of  Camperdtntm. 


DS)  Island  of  Vatersay.  26* 

the  tenant.  Then  finally,  when  the 
experiment  came  to  be  Ixied,  it  provedr 
as  Lady  Cathcart  anticipated,  a  failure. 
But  what  was  the  result  %  Lady  Cath- 
cart was  left  with  this  farm  on  her 
hands  and  to  get  out  of  her  loss  in  the 
best  way  she  could.  Her  ladyship  haa 
also  endeavoured  to  work  in  harmony 
with  the  inesent  Secretary  for  Scotland^ 
and  in  the  case  which  I  am  going  to  lay 
before  your  Lordships  you  will  see  fnmi 
the  correspondence  that  she  did  eveiy- 
thing  in  her  power  to  accept  a  plan  to 
which  she  was  confessedly  opposed 
acting  on  her  own  judgment  and  her 
own  experience ;  and  it  was  only  when 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  refused  to 
agree  to  the  most  ordinary  terms — 
although  the  plan  was  his,  ha  •  called 
up<ai  hei  to  provide  the  compensation, 
for  the  tenant  who  was  to  loaeUs&rm — 
that  she  ceased  to  be  able  to  meet  him. 

In  the  island  of  Barra  her  property 
consists  of  about  22,000  acres,  and, 
whereas  when  she  came  into  <lie  property 
a  large  portion  was  in  the  hands  of 
fanners,  there  is  now  only  one  farm  in 
existence,  and  it  is  the  farm  of  which 
we  are  speaking  to-night,  the  farm  of 
Vatersay.  I  need  not  say,  in  regard  to 
a  Highland  property  of  this  kind,  that 
it  is  not  a  lucrative  affair  and  that  the 
arrears  are  very  large.  I  will  not  trouble 
your  Lordships  with  the  details  except 
this,  that  the  man  who  at  the  present 
time  is  the  leader  of  the  raiders  who  have 
seized  the  island  of  Vatersay — a  man 
named  Duncan  CampbeU—had  a  share 
for  ten  years,  from  1891  to  1901,  of  a 
grazing  called  Kentangaval,  which  he 
held  at  an  annual  rent,  fixed  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  of  £2,  and 
when  he  left  at  the  end  of  that  period 
what  do  your  Lordships  suppose  hia 
arrears  were  %  They  amounted  to  £19 
out  of  the  £20.  During  those  ten  yeara 
he  made  a  payment  of  one  sovereign  only^ 
and  this  is  the  man  who  is  now  in  quest 
of  new  land,  and  who,  in  common  with 
all  the  others,  says  he  is  prepared  to  pay 
rent.  They  promise  to  pay  rent,  but  it 
is  a  mere  figure  of  speech. 

Now  let  us  go  on  to  the  story  contained 
in  these  Papers.  The  first  matter  allud.ed 
to  is  the  seizing  of  the  farm  of  Bomish 
in  South  Uist  by  cottars  in  the  year 
1906.    Tour  Lordships  will  fii^^- it  on 
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pages  28  to  32  of  Appendix  I.  I  wish 
to  lay  stress  on  the  &ct  that  it  is  not 
crofters  who  seize  the  land  but  cottars ; 
and  perhaps  I  may,  for  the  benefit  of 
some  of  your  Lordships,  state  in  a  few 
words  what  this  cottar  system  is.  The 
cottars  are,  for  the  most  part,  the  children 
of  crofters,  and,  with  the  connivance  of 
their  parents,  they  build  upon  the  paternal 
croft  houses  in  defiance  of  all  rules  and 
of  all  common  sense,  and  when  it  proves 
impossible  to  find  subsistence  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  because  they, 
in  turn,  marry,  they  have  to  take  them- 
selves to  some  other  occupation,  and 
where  it  is  not  fishing  it  has  taken  the 
turn,  lately  at  all  events,  of  seizing  land. 
On  21st  February  of  that  year  these 
cottars  seized  the  farm  of  Bomidi,  and 
Lady  Cathoart's  agents  wrote  to  the 
Government  expressing  the  hope  that 
they  would  take  immediate  steps  to 
preserve  the  public  peace,  and  pointing 
out  that  the  public  authorities  ought  to 
prosecnte  the  offenders  under  the  Trespass 
Act,  more  especially  as  the  ^ocurator- 
Fiscal  was  the  only  person  who  could 
put  the  Act  in  motion.  On  22nd  March, 
Mr.  Sinclair,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
replied — page  29 — that  after  careful  con- 
sideration he  was  not  satisfied  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  could  be  properly 
set  in  motion  in  this  case.    He  said — 

"  QQMtioiiB  of  the  aaaertion  of  a  right  to 
trareTse  or  occupy  heritable  eubjects  fall  to 
be  tested  in  the  Civil  Courts  by  way  of  interdict, 
and  it  is  only  when  a  breach  of  that  interdict 
occnri  that  criminal  proceedings  follow." 

Iiet  me  observe,  once  and  for  all,  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  these  proceedings 
the  cottars  have  never  claimed  any 
right  to  the  possession  of  the  land,  and, 
indeed,  in  the  petition  which  they  are 
now  presenting  to  the  Courts  in  Edin- 
burgh with  regard  to  another  matter 
th^  state  positively  that  they  do  not 
lay  any  claim  to  the  land,  but  that  they 
have  been  obliged  to  seize  it  ixom  neces- 
sity. Of  course,  against  this  refusal  of 
the  authorities  to  act  Lady  Cathcart's  I 
agents  protested.  The  Trespass  Act  of 
1865  provides  that —  j 

"  Erery  person  who  lodges  in  any  premises  i 
or  occupies  or  eucainpa  on  any  land,  being  ! 
priTate  property,  nithont  the  eonaent 
permisaioD  of  the  owner  or  legal  occupier  .  .  .1 
ahall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  pnnishabie  as  herein-  i 
after  provided." 


And  in  Section  5  occur  tiiese  words — 

**  Every  prosecution  ahall  be  raised  and  pro- 
ceeded in  at  the  expense  of  the  IVoourator- 
Fiscal,  and  every  auch  prosecution  ahali  be 
oommnued  within  one  month  after  the  offence 
has  been  oommitted.'* 

On  10th  April,  page  32,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  repeated  his  refusal.  The 
letter  from  the  Scottish  Office  states 
that— 

"  Ur.  Sinclair  haa  again  given  his  best  con- 
sideration to  the  arguments  advanced  in  your 
letter,  but  I  am  to  state  that,  as  advised,  he 
adheres  to  the  view  that  the  Trespass  Act  of 
IA(t5  does  not  apply,  and  certainly  was  never 
intended  to  apply,  to  such  a  case  as  this.  The 
provision  in  Section  S  that  prosecution  shall 
be  commenced  within  one  month  after  the 
offence  is  committed  demonstrates  that  the 
statute  was  never  meant  to  apply  to  continuous 
occupation  of  land." 

In  the  first  place,  what  does  the  Seoretaty 
for  Scotland  or  anybody  else  know  as 
to  the  intentions  when  that  Act  was 
passed  ?  And  what  does  it  signify 
what  the  intentions  were  at  that  time  ? 
The  Act  speaks  for  itself,  and  it  has  to 
be  interpreted  by  the  Gonrts. 

The  Act  states  positively  that  any 
person  who  occupies  land  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner  is  liable  to  punish- 
ment, and  when  Mr.  Sinclair  says  that 
the  provision  in  Section  5  that  pzoseca- 
tion  shall  be  commeoiced  within  one 
month  after  the  ofEence  is  committed 
demonalzates  that  the  statute  was  never 
meant  to  apply  to  continuous  occupation 
of  land,  what  in  the  world  does 
he  mean  ?  It  is  surely  an  extraordinary 
doctrine  that  by  continuously  occupying 
land  an  offender  is  freed  from  the  criminal 
law.  **  Continuous  occupation  of  land  " 
seems  to  be  a  mere  euphemism  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  lor  filibustering. 
A  filibusterer  is  only  to  be  removed 
after  a  process  involving  several  months 
delay  and  considerable  expense  to  the 
owner.  Lady  Cathcart's  agent  then 
wrote  to  say  that  as  the  Government 
refused  to  put  the  criminal  law  in  force 
she  very  reluctantly  must  apply  for  an 
interdict,  and  she  did  so  ap^y.  But 
on  9th  May — and  this  is  an  miportant 
communication,  omitted,  I  do  not 
know  why,  from  the  correspondence 
presented  to  Parliament — Mr.  Sinclair 
wrote  a  letter  in  which  he  did  hi^  best, 
havii^  refused  to  act  himse^to  depn- 
cate  any  action  oif'*h»<^^*M'yP^ay 
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Oathcart.  Lady  Cathcart's  agents  had 
written  asking  for  police  protection  in 
serving  the  action  for  intezdict,  and  the 
Under-Secretary,  writing  on  behalf  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  under  date 
9th  May.  said— 

"  That  mioh  action  a«  is  nmr  contemplated," 

— the  serving  of  t^e  notices  on  the 
raiders— 

**  shoold  be  taken  pending'  the  introduction  of 
legislation  which  is  under  the  consideration 
of  the  GovernmeDt  involvee  serious  respon- 
sibility, and  I  am  to  point  oat  that  that  respon- 
sibility most  be  held  to  lie  with  Lady  Cathcart 
and  ber  advisers." 

Having  refused  to  act  himself,  he  says : 
For  goodness  sake,  don't  do  anything  ; 
wait  for  my  legislation."  I  venture  to 
think  that  if  Lady  Cathcart  were  to  wait 
for  legislation  she  would  wait  some  years. 
Lady  Cathcart  eventually  obtained  an 
interdict  in  the  course  of  May.  This 
interdict  was  obeyed  by  the  cottars. 
That  ends  the  first  scene  in  the  first  act. 

Now  let  ua  come  to  Vatersay.  Early 
in  June,  1906,  some  cottars  took  cattle 
over  in  boats  and  landed  them  on  the 
island  of  Vatersay.  Lady  Cathcart's 
agents  again  urged  prompt  action,  with, 
needless  to  say,  the  same  result.  They 
received  a  reply  that  the  remedy  lay  with 
the  owner.  Ultimately,  however,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Sheriff  of  Invemeee,  who 
was  sent  to  the  island  on  7th  July  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  an  arrangement 
was  come  to  under  which  the  cottars  were 
to  remove  the  cattle,  and  on  this  Lady 
Cathcart's  agents  imdeilxiok  not  to  take 
any  further  action  in  the  immediate 
future.  Needless  to  say  the  removal  of 
the  cattle  has  never  been  carried  out, 
and  there  they  remain  at  this  moment, 
with  a  great  many  other  cattle  besides. 
Emboldened  by  this,  early  in  the  year 
1907  some  cottars  landed  in  Vatersay. 
They  asserted  no  claim  to  the  land  but 
they  seized  upon  a  portion  of  the  farm, 
began  to  erect  houses,  and,  when  chal- 
lenged, said  they  had  come  to  stay,  and 
there  would  be  more  besides  them.  Of 
course  it  was  useless  to  apply  any  more 
for  the  criminal  law  to  be  put  in  force, 
and  so  on  4th  April,  1907,  Lady  Cathcart 
obtained  an  interdict  against  these  men. 
The  notices  were  served  but  no  answers 
were  sent,  and  so  the  interdict  was 
confirmed,  but  on  17th  May — Page  33  of 
the  Papers — the  Sheriff  visited  Vatersay 
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and  snlnnitted  a  Report  to  Hr.  Sinclair, 
to  which  I  must  for  a  moment  allude. 
He  arrived  there  on  17th  May  and  saw 
the  men  of  whom  I  spoke  just  now  ;  he 
wrote  down  Duncan  Campbell's  ex  parte 
statement,  and  then,  in  the  course  of  his 
Report,  he  says  he  endeavoured  to  induce 
the  men  to  go  back ;  and  he  proceeds — 
page  3(S— 

"  My  efforts  proved  unavailing.  It  Beemed 
to  me  that  there  were  iaflnenees  at  work  whieb 
were  not  fally  disclosed  and  which  I  could  not 
e0eotoslly  deal  with." 

Now  comes  the  most  important  point. 

The  Sheriff  adds— 

"  I  was  assured  that  Lady  Cathcart  in  the 
end  would  not  use  the  '  lash  '  of  the  law.  Their 
firm  conviotioh,  based  on  past  experience, 
was  that  she  would  not  be  a  party  to  imprison- 
ing them  or  evicting  them ;  further,  that  the 
Government  would  not  allow  them  to  suffer." 

My  Lords,  that  is  tiie  idea  which  un- 
fortunately has  got  into  the  heads  of 
these  men.  The  Sheriff  suggested  that 
unless  Lady  Cathcart  was  permitted  to 
go  on  with  her  interdict  the  only  thing  to 
do  was  for  the  Government  to  buy  the 
island. 

Now  comes  an  interlude  which  seems 
to  me  to  be  well  worthy  of  your  Lord- 
ships* notice.  On  6th  August  this  matter 
was  alluded  to  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Mr.  Balfour  said  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Crofters  Acts  were  not  working 
with  so  much  success  as  was  supposed  in 
parts  of  the  western  islands.  The  I^rd 
Advocate  challenged  him  to  name  a  part, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  replied — 

**  Are  there  no  difficnltiee  in  Barra  ?  "  tp 

And  this  is  what  the  Lord  Advocate 

proceeded  to  say — 

"  In  the  whole  of  the  juriediotion  over  whiah 
my  nle  as  Lord  Advocate  extends  there  has 
been  absolute  peace  except  in  one  small  portion 
the  Island  of  Barra,  owned  by  one  [woprietor 
who  has  been  unfortunate  in  his  relatiww 
with  his  tenants." 

I  put  stress  on  those  words,  because  I 
shall  have  to  refer  to  them  later.  The 
Lord  Advocate  ought  properly,  of  course, 
to  have  said  **her"  tenants,  because 
there  was  no  other  person  except  Lady 
Cathcart  to  whom  tUs  could  possibly 
apply.  What  these  tenants  of  Barra 
— they  were  not  tenants,  they  were 
cottars — longed  for,  said  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, was  land  with  security  of  tenure, 
and  more  lahd  Mvh]eire'~ti£^  were 
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too  small.  As  a  matter  of  &ct,  they  had 
no  plots.  The  Loid  Advocate  proceeded — 

**  Theae  poor  tenante  of  Baira  stepped  across 
to  the  island  of  Yatercajr,  and  on  the  shore 
planted  a  few  potatoes,  ho^nng  to  return  in  the 
spring  to  reap  vhat  little  crop  t^iere  waa.  To 
toe  Met  of  hfe  reooUeetion  that  vae  the  terrible 
offence  that  was  eonunitted." 

The  Lord  Advocate  added  that  he  was 
asked  to  treat  this  as  an  offence  against 
the  criminal  law,  but  it  was  a  i^uestion 
of  disputed  civic  possession — ^it  was 
nothing  of  the  kind —  for,  he  said,  these 
people  claimed  that  they  had  rights  on 
this  barren  shore.  They  never  had 
any  rights,  and  they  have  just  pleaded 
in  the  Courts  that  they  have  none. 

When  a  private  Member  makes  a 
statement  and  is  met  with  a  direct  con- 
tradiction by  an  official,  he  naturally 
gives  in,  supposing  that  the  official  has 
some  justification  or  some  authority  for 
what  he  has  said.  The  most  charitable 
assumption  that  one  can  make  is  that 
thit  Lord  Advocate  did  not  know  what 
be  was  talking  about,  because  at  that 
very  time — he  was  speaking  in  the 
month  of  August — these  people  were 
on  the  groxmd.  They  had  been  there 
since  the  latter  part  of  the  previous 
February*.  They  did  not  row  away 
hoping  to  return  in  the  sprii^  to  reap  a 
crop  of  potatoes.  They  were  there, 
they  had  built  houses,  they  had  cattle, 
and  these  matters  had  been  reported  at 
the  Scottish  Office  during  several  months. 
Yet  in  the  face  of  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
made  the  statement  I  have  referred  to. 
The  only  chuitable  thing  to  suppose — 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  suppose  it — 
is  that  he  did  not  know  what  he  was 
talking  about. 

The  next  thing  that  occnrrad  was  on 
6th  September,  when  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  wrote  to  Lady  Oftthcart  strongly 
advising  her,  as  the  only  means  of  settling 
this  question,  to  divide  up  the  island  of 
Vatersay  into  crofts — that  is  to  say,  he 
advised  her- to  break  her  lease  with  her 
tenant,  and  divide  the  land  among  the 
very  people  who  had  raided  it.  The 
letter  appears  on  page  4.  The  Under- 
Secretary  wrote — 

"  3ilr.  Sinclair  instructs  me  to  say  that  in  his 
view  the  best  coarse  now  open  is  for  the  pro- 
prietor to  clear  up  the  doabts  which  seem  to 
exist  as  to  the  water  resoorcca  of  Vatersay. 
and,  having  done  that,  to  arrange  for  its  nett!e- 


ment  by  the  number  of  families  which  may 
properly  be  settled  there.** 

He  added — 

"Mr.  Sinclair  is  well  aware  that  Barra  Vatersay 
situation  is  trying  and  difficult  for  everybody 
involved,  for  none  more  so  than  for  the  pro- 
prietor. He  regrets  greatly  to  think  of  her 
anxieties." 

If  his  thouights  had  only  talran  a  little 
more  practical  turn,  it  would  have  been 
more  to  the  purpose.  He  goes  on  to 
say  he  is  well  aware  that  she  is  genuinely 
and  deeply  concerned  about  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  there  is  a  lot  more 
flattery  of  that  sort ;  and  then  Mr. 
Sinclair  adds  that  he  will  be  most  willing 
to  co-operate  with  her  in  every  possible 
way.  Of  course.  Lady  Cathcart  knew 
quite  well,  from  her  own  experience, 
that  to  take  this  course  would  be  the 
most  unfortunate  thing  possible,  and 
her  agents  represented  this  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  Still,  in  her  anxiety 
to  co-operate  with  ><im  she  offered,  very 
reluctantly  and  against  her  own  judg- 
ment, either  to  sell  the  land  to  him  or  to 
rave  it  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
H>r  them  to  settle  in  sucb  a  manner  as 
they  should  choose,  provided,  of  course 
that  they  were  to  compensate  her  tenant. 
Mr.  Sinclair  replied  that  he  could  not 
accept  the  idea  of  purchase  at  all.  He 
told  her  that  this  plan  was  her  plan  and 
not  his,  and  was  to  be  carried  out  by 
her ;  and,  moreover,  tiiat  the  compen- 
sation to  her  tenant  was  to  be  paid  by 
her  and  not  by  the  Government  who 
were  insisting  upon  her  ousting  her 
tenant.  Naturally  there  was  another 
protest,  and  on  7th  November — ^Page  12 
— Mr.  Sinclair  definitely  refused  to  do 
anything  in  the  way  of  compensation. 
The  Scottish  Office  wrote — 

"  Jn  regard  to  the  surrender  of  the  lease,  Mr. 
Sinclair  cannot  enter  into  any  obligations 
either  in  the  matter  of  n^otiation  or  of  com- 
pensation. The  former  must  be  conducted  by 
Lady  Cathcart 

that  is  to  say,  she  was  to  have  all  the 

trouble— 

"  and  the  cost  of  the  latter,  if  any,  must  be 
defrayed  by  her." 

Did  your  Lordships  ever  bear  of  such  a 
proposal  ? 

Supposing  Lady  Cathcart  had,  for  her 
own  purposes,  ousted  her  tenant  or 
terminated  the  lease,  she  would  have 
been  obliged  to  E^^„e?<^"0«*^gleto 
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the  tenant.  Mr.  Sinclair  in  this  case 
was  practically  evicting  her  tenant. 
Why  was  Lady  Cathcart  and  not 
Sinclair  to  pay  the  compensation  ? 
Your  Loidflhqift  cannot  be  surprised  that, 
in  those  circxunBtancee,  the  negotiations 
hroke  down ;  and  Mr.  Eclair,  in  a 
characteristic  letter,  with  which  I  will 
not  trouble  your  Lordships,  at  the  Mid 
rather  intimated  that  it  was  her  fault. 
I  have  cut  the  correspondence  down  to 
the  very  minimum,  but  if  your  Lord- 
ships mil  lead  it  for  yourselves  you  will 
be  perfectly  amazed  at  tlw  proposals 
which  were  made  to  Lady  Cathcart  and 
the  ignorance  of  the  Scottish  Office  on 
all  matters  relating  to  a  farm  of  this 
kind.  Now  what  has  been  the  result 
of  this  correspondence  ?  In  the  first 
^ace  the  cottars  are  still  in  Vatersay. 
They  went  there  in  February  of  last  year 
m  defiance  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Sinclair 
did  not  interfere.  They  have  defied  the 
interdict  of  the  Court,  and  at  the  present 
moment  there  are  more  than  fifty  of 
them  encamped  close  to  the  house  of 
this  unfortunate  tenant.  Just  imagine 
the  position  of  that  imfortunate  man : 
His  sheep  are  naturally  mixed  up  with 
their  cattle  and  are  driven  about  m  any 
way  the  cottary  choose.  Mr.  Sinohmr 
appears  to  have  only  one  idea  in  this 
matter,  and  that  is  how  to  shirk  re- 
sponsibility. 

Let  me  come  to  the' Lord  Advocate. 
What  is  the  Lord  Advocate's  aim  ?  I 
called  your  Lordships*  attention  just 
now  to  the  fact  that  the  Lord-Advocate 
alluded  to  Lady  Cathcart  as  an  owner 
who  was  unfortunate  in  "  his  "  relations 
with  his  "  tenants.  Just  let  us  see  how 
the  Lord  Advocate  behaved  in  this 
matter.  I  refer  your  Lordfdiips  to 
pages  25  to  27.  Lady  Cathcart,  whose 
friends  had  pointed  out  to  her  that  she 
was  evidently  the  object  of  the  Lord 
Advocate's  attack,  wrote  to  him,  and 
received  a  reply  in  which  the  Lord 
Advocate  sud — 

"  I  fear  thatTyou  are  importing  into  the 
exivession  wed  oy  me  something  which  is 
derogatory  to  yourself,  and  which  was  quite 
foreign  to  the  subject  or  purpose,  and  I  beg 
of  you  to  disabuse  your  mind  entirely  of  such 
ideas.  The  topic  into  which  I  was  suddenly 
plunged  was  being  dealt  with  solely  on  its  public 
aide.  It  was  not  part  of  the  matter  to  deal 
out  or  apportion  blame  to  individuals  " — 

The  Earl  of  Camperdotm, 
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Then  why  did  he  do  it  ? — 

"  And  you  may  take  it  from  me  abeolately 
that  all  the  inferences,  *  implications,'  etc., 
of  personal  reBections  on  your  Ladyship,  as 
unfolded  in  your  communication,  are  quite 
unwarranted." 

What  consolation  was  that  to  Lady 
Cathcart  1  She  naturally  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate  if  he  would  make  a  public 
statement  to  tiiis  effect  in  Pariiunent, 
but  Parliament  was  subsequently  pco- 
rogued  wiUiout  any  such  statement 
having  been  made.  When  Lady  Cath- 
cart wrote  complaining  that  no  such 
statement  had  been  made  to  correct  the 
false  impresfdon  created,  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate replied — 

*'  As  to  whether  any  further  public  state- 
ment shall  be  made  by  me,  that  will,  of  course, 
largely  depend  on  the  requirements  of  tho 
public  BcTviee.*' 

As  was  to  be  imagined,  1^  public  service 
has  not  required  the  Lord  Advocate  to 
make  any  further  statement,  and  there- 
fore, his  calumnious  insinuation  remains 
unwithdrawn,  and  I  suppose  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  congratulating  himself  on 
having,  in  such  an  honourable  manner, 
got  out  of  the  difficulty. 

Now  what  about  the  subsequent  events, 
because  these  matters  which  I  have  been 
relating  could  not  help  having  a  very 
serious  effect  in  the  Western  Ldands.  At 
the  end  o{  February  last  some  cottars 
seized  upon  a  farm  at  Barra  which  Lady 
Cathcart  sometime  ago  sold  to  a  tenant 
named  MacGillivray.  They  stated,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  for  ScoUand,  that 
they  had  seized  this  land,  and  wenton  to 
ask  his  advice  as  to  how  they  should 
proceed  in  connection  with  these  opera- 
tions. Mr.  Sinclair,  in  his  reply,  gave  them 
one  of  those  solemn  warnings  the  effect 
of  which  your  Lordships  can  all  appre- 
ciate for  yourselves.  That  is  not  the 
only  thing  that  has  happened.  And  now 
we  are  getting  a  little  nearer  home. 
Encouraged  by  what  has  taken  place  the 
cottars  propose  to  seize  a  farm  at  Kilmuir, 
which  belongs  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  They  say  they  are  obliged  to 
seize  this  land,  and  tiiey  add  that  they 
wish — 

"  To  get  possession  in  October  without 
further  trouble."  *> 

If  Mr.  Sinclair  is  still  in  office  in  October 
next,  I  shall  be  curious  to  know  what  he 
does  in  thiSc,^^^(go^gte>  Lady 
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Cathcart  on  whom  to  shift  respooBibilitj. 
Will  he  put  the  criminal  law  in  force  2 
I  presume  not.  Then  it  will  be  very 
interesting  to  see  whether  he  embatks 
on  interdicts  and  so  on.  and  whether 
those  interdicts,  if  obtained,  are  Bul»e- 
qaentlj  obeyed. 

And  now,  what  about  the  future  of 
Vatersay  ?    He  would  be  a  bold  man 
who  would  prophesy  what  is  going  to 
be  the  fatore  of  Vaterssy  if  tiuu  Govem- 
ment  continues  in  office.   If  there  is  one 
thing  which  this  correspondence  makes 
certain  in  regard  to  that  matter  it  is 
that  Mr.  Sinclair  has  no  fixed  ideas — I 
am  not  sure  that  he  has  any  idea  at  all 
— as  to  what  is  going  to  take  place  on 
that  island.    I  think  I  have  told  your 
Lordships  the  whole  of  this  story,  but 
there  is  a  curious  resemblance  between 
the  proceedings  of  this  Government  in 
Ireland  and  their  proceedings  in  Scotland. 
In  both  places  persons  who  are  engaged 
in  ordinary,  I^at  occupations,  which  they 
have  every  right  to  puieue,  find  them- 
selves in  this  difficulty,  that  either  their 
land  or  their  cattle  is  seized.  Ministera 
Qfle  the  same  sort  of  language  in  both 
cases.   They  regret  the  violation  of  the 
law,  they  itch  to  punish  the  o^enders, 
but  they  do  not  do  so.    "We  do  not  do 
things  by  halves  in  Scotland,  and  whereas 
in  Ireland  the  inhabitants  only  drive 
eattle  down  the  road  the  cottars  to  whom 
I  have  referred  take  the  land  and  stay 
there  and  de^  anybody  to  remove  them. 
I  would  remmd  your  Lordships  that  it 
is  only  very  lately  that  BIr.  Sinclair 
founded  his  Scottish  Bill  on  the  great 
success  of  the  crofting  system  in  Scot- 
land. He  proposed  to  spread  the  crofter 
laws  and  the  crofter  tenure  to  the  whole 
of  Scotland.   I  wonder  whether  this  is 
one  of  the  instances — ^because  he  has 
given  US  none — that  he  had  in  his  mind 
when  he  made  this  proposal  to  Parlia- 
ment.  X  leave  it  to  your  Lordships  to 
consider  each  one  for  himself  what  would 
be  the  probable  future  of  Scotland  if  the 
crofter  tenure  and  the  crofter  laws  were 
established  throi^out  the  whole  of  that 
country,  and  if  the  present  Scottish 
Secretary  were  still  administering  the 
law.   The  experiment  has  been  tried 
on  the  unfortunate  Lady  Cathcart.  I 
am  very  thankful  to  think  that,  at  all 
eraita  for  tiie  present,  we  are  not  going 
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to  have  that  experiment  ^ed  all  over 

Scotland. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  Hy  Lords,  I 
shidl  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
make  clear  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Scottish  Office  on  the  correspondence 
which  we  have  before  us.  I  tlunk  your 
Lordships  will  probably  agree  that  this 
discussion  was,  to  say  the  least,  in- 
advisable until  the  answers  to  the  com- 
plaint for  breach  of  interdict  had  been 
received ;  and  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  it  is,  perhaps,  qaestionable  whether 
the  discussion  will  be  of  advantage, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  case  is  still 
sub  judice.  It  is,  therefore,  I  think, 
undesirable  that  a  leaning  should  be 
ex^ssed  either  to  one  side  or  the 
other.  To  continue  the  history  of  the 
interdict  which  the  noble  Earl  began, 
the  position  at  present  is  this.  On  16th 
January,  of  this  year  

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I 
am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  noble  Lord, 
but  what  has  this  action  for  breach  of 
interdict  to  do  with  the  occupation  of 
land  ?  The  two  things  are  perfectly 
distinct  and  separate. 


Lord  HERSCHELL  :  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  explain  that  point.  I  am 
merely  pointing  out,  to  begin  with, 
the  present  state  of  afbirs,  and  I  shall 
subsequently  show  that  there  were  open 
to  Lady  Cathcart  two  courses  of  wUch 
interdict  was  one.  The  complaint  for 
breach  of  interdict  against  all  the  per- 
sona previously  interdicted  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Court  of  Session  on  16th 
January  this  year  ;  the  complaint  was 
duly  served  on  the  respondents,  and 
answers  were  lodged  by  them  on  18th 
February  last.  The  Comt  heard  the 
parties  on  the  answers  on  Wednesday, 
11th  March,  and  ordered  the  respondent, 
to  appear  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court  on  I9th 
May.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  this 
portion  of  the  case  is  still  sub  judtce. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  the  re- 
spondents have  made  no  attempt  to 
evade  or  prevent  the  service  of  the  various 
writs  of  the  Court,  and,  so  far,  therefore, 
^ere  has  been  no  need  for  any  excep- 
tional measures  on  the  ^^rt  of  i  the 
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(SoTernment  to  enforce  the  law,  which 
has,  up  to  now,  followed  its  usual  course. 

The  whole  question  turns  on  this — 
Is  the  Government  responsible  for  the 
present  state  of  things  in  the  island 
of  Vatersay  1  It  is  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  applied  the  Trespass 
Act  of  1865.  That  is,  of  course,  a  legal 
point.  But  in  similar  cases  hitherto  that 
Act  has  never  been  applied ;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  no  Government  has  so 
far  ever  intervened  except  when  deforce- 
ment of  the  officers  of  the  Court  acting 
under  interdict  proceedings  has  taken 
place.  This  has  certainly  not  occurred 
in  the  present  instance.  The  case  for 
Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  is  founded 
throughout  on  the  assumption  that  the 
responsibility  must  rest  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  on  this  assumption  alone 
that  her  claim  can  be  justified  that  the 
Government  should  intervene  to  settle 
the  matter,  either  by  purchasing  the 
farm  of  Vatersay  and  dividing  it  among 
those  who  require  land  or  by  financing 
a  scheme  of  settlement  on  a  non-purchase 
basis.  The  >Scottish  Office  have  main- 
tained throughout  this  correspondence 
that  the  Government  is  in  no  sense 
responsible  for  the-  difficulties  in  which 
Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  finds  herself 
involved ;  and  they  have  refused  to 
consider  a  scheme  of  purchase.  After 
all,  such  a  scheme  might  have  a  very 
curious  effect.  Might  it  not  in  futiu-e 
tend  to  induce  an  owner  of  land  who 
was  desirous  of  selling  his  property 
to  allow  unauthorised  persons  to  occupy 
that  land,  and  so  force  the  G}ovemment 
to  bny  it  ?  Again,  might  it  not  tend  to 
induce  unautliorised  persons  to  occupy 
land  which  they  had  no  right  to  occupy  ? 
The  position  of  the  Scottish  Office 
throughout  has  been  that  it  is  for  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart  herself  to  make  a 
settlement.  This  she  could  do  by  one 
of  two  methods.  She  could  apply  to 
the  Courts  to  remove  the  settlers  by  inter- 
dict, though  it  is  true  tbat  that  procedure 
is  rather  cumbersome ;  but  we  are  not 
discussing  the  excellence,  or  the  contrary* 
of  Scottish  law  this  evening.  Tlus 
was  the  course  which  was  finally 
adopted  by  Lady  Cathcart.  The  other 
course  open  to  her  was  to  ease  the 
situation  by  providing  land  for  the 
settlers.  With  regard  to  this  latter 
comae,  Uie  QovemmePt  have  stated 

Lord  ffers^uU 


their  willingness  to  assist  her  in  such  a 
settlement  through  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  provided  that  they  approved 
of  the  scheme.  But  in  doing  so,  they 
in  no  sense  accept  responsibility  for  the 
disturbance,  nor  do  they  accept  the 
full  financial  responsibility  for  the  settle- 
ment which  the  advisers  of  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart  have  endeavoured  to  force 
upon  them.  This  question  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  disturbances  seems  to  go 
to  the  root  of  the  matter,  and  it  ia  on 
this  ground  that  the  Government  have 
adopted  the  point  of  view  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  to  3rour  Lord- 
ships. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  I  would  like  to  ask 
whether  I  am  correct  in  thinking  that 
the  noble  Lord  said  that  Lady  Cathcart 
insisted  on  sale ;  that  she  would  only 
take  purchase  ? 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  No,  I  did  not 
say  that. 

Lord  LOVAT :  That  was  certainly 
the  impression  which  the  noble  Lord's 
statement  made  on  several  noble  Lords 

on  this  side. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  What  I  said 
was  that  she  insisted  on  terms  which 
the  Government  could  not  accept. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  She 
insisted  on  their  paying  the  tenant  com- 
pensation. Those  were  the  terms  the 
Government  would  not  accept. 

Lord  LOVAT:  In  the  letter  from 
Lady  Cathcart's  agents  which  appears 
on  page  8  of  the  Paper  it  is  stated  that — 

"  Lady  Cathcart  reiterates  her  offer  to  sell 
to  the  Congealed  Districts  Board,  which  the 
holds  to  be  the  proper  course  ;  or  relnctantly,  an 
an  alternative  directly  suji^ested  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  she  wonld  invite  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  arrange  for  the  settlement 
of  the  farm  of  Vatersay  on  reasonable  con- 
ditions." 

I  think  that^shows'quite'clearly  that  Lady 
Cathcart  was  prepared  to  meet  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  in  the  matter. 
But  could  the  terms  which  the  Secretary- 
for  Scotland  offered  be  considered  reason- 
able from  Lady  Cathcart's  point  of 
view  ?    I  ask  your  Lordships  to  turn  for  a 
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that  even  such  terns  as  were  offered 
were  immediately  afterwards  withdrawn 
by  the  Secretary  (or  Scotland.  He 
wrote — 

"  Afcain,  apoD  the  extent  of  land  to  be  newly 
ocoupiel  will  depend  the  ioaa  of  letting  value 
of  the  farm,  for  which  compensation  will  oe  paid 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Bonrd." 

That  seems  to  me  very  simple  English, 
and  I  take  it  to  mean  that  if  there  were 
a  loss  of  letting  value  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  make  it  up  to 
Lady  Cathcart.  But  at  a  later  stage 
of  the  correspondence— page  18 — Mr. 
Sinclair  makes  a  complete  ootie  face. 
He  says — 

"  The  Government  is  not  prepared  to  aasnme 
resptmsibility  for  snch  part  of  the  farm  (if 
there  be  any,  as  may  be  the  case)  as  is  not 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  this  scheme." 

That  may  very  easily  be  a  large  portion 
of  the  farm.  Tt  was  disputed  whether 
there  was  any  water  to  be  got  on  the 
island  at  all  in  a  dry  snmmer,  and  if 
there  was  no  water  a  la^  portion  of  the 
farm  conld  not  profitably  be  occupied  by 
crofters.  On  the  question  of  water,  again, 
we  see  a  somewhat  curious  dealing  on  the 
part  of  the  Scottish  Office.  In  the 
letter  on  page  8,  Mr.  Sinclair  states 
that  he  desires  to  do  his  utmost  to 
ensure  that  the  inquiry  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  water  supply  should  be 
conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  authori- 
tative and  convincing  to  all  concerned ; 
but  subsequently  he  says  there  shall  be 
no  such  inquiry.  I  think  that  in  the 
action  she  took,  Lady  Cathcart  was 
acting  as  any  sane  individual  would  act. 
I  ask  your  Lordships  to  consider  for  a 
moment  who  comes  out  in  a  better 
l^;ht — ^Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  or  His 
B^jesty's  Government  ?  Who  was  it 
in  this  case  wished  to  put  the  people 
on  the  land  ?  Although  she  knew  that 
the  farm  of  Vatersay  was  most  un- 
adaptable for  division,  nevertheless  she 
gave  her  consent,  subject  to  the  sitting 
tenant  being  compensated.  If  your 
Lcffdships  wUl  refer  to  page  40  you  will 
see  what  the  experience  was  in  con- 
nection with  the  Glendale  property. 
This  farm,  which  extends  to  about 
4,476  acres,  was  formerly  rented  at  about 
£100.  The  property  was  made  over  to 
the  Conf2i  -^T*'(  IHstrirtft  Board,  and  all 
tllAt  thi"  ( Vtiiijf.^ted  DiBtfifts  Boari]  >vas 
Abk  M  l*r  out  was  1.100  acres.    Wh^r  i 


278 

Because  there  were  only  66  acres  of 
arable  land.  The  1,100  acres  were  laid 
out  in  six  holdings  and  a  suitable  common 
grazing.  The  crofters  saw  the  land  and 
were  only  able  to  offer  a  rent  of  £3  for 
each  holding — that  is,  £18  for  the  portion 
of  the  farm  which  they  were  going  to 
take  up.  Acoonling  to  Mr.  Sinclair, 
the  dil^rence  between  the  £18  and  the 
£100  previously  obtained  is  absolutely 
lost  to  the  owner.  In  the  case  of  Vater- 
say, where  it  was  doubtfui  whether  any 
water  could  be  obtainable  in  a  dry 
summer,  the  chances  of  getting  adequate 
rent  was  even  lower.  I  submit  that  it 
was  most  tmfair  to  expect  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart  to  bear  the  loss  which  would 
have  resulted  from  the  dispossession  of 
the  sitting  tenant,  and  to  establish  these 
cottars  on  a  part  only  of  the  farm. 

•The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  express  my  hope 
that  before  this  discussion  closes  we  shall 
obtain  from  noble  Lords  opposite  some 
rather  fuller  explanation  than  that 
which  was  given  to  ua  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  just  now.  If  he  will  forgive 
me  for  saying  so,  he  made  what  was  in 
reality  no  defence.  He  su^ested  to 
ua — it  was  almost  the  only  argument 
which  I  caught — that  there  was  some- 
thing improper  in  this  discussion  taking 
place  while  proceedings  were  in  progress 
before  the  Scottish  Courts.  Does  the 
noble  Lord  really  mean  to  suggest  that 
while  this  procedure,  which  he  himself 
described  as  clumsy,  drags  its  slow 
length  along,  your  Lordships  are  to  be 
precluded  horn,  commenting  on  occur- 
rences  so  grave  in  their  character  as 
those  which  Lord  Camperdown  has 
described? 

The  noble  Ix>rd  made  another  some- 
what singular  contribution  to  the  argu- 
ments. He  told  us  that  in  the  view 
of  His  Majesty^a  Government  there 
was  some  risk  thst  if  proceedings  in 
trespass  \tere  resorted  to  per^ouis  might 
be  induced  to  occupy  land  in  order  to  iaece 
the  hand  of  the  Gorerrment.  T  think 
that  was  his  ai^ument.  What  an  astonish- 
ing conception  !  Do  His  Mijesty's 
Government  suggest  that  the  unfortunate 
lady  who  is  the  victim  of  these  occurrences 
liiii  :uiy  desire  to  force  their  hand  ?  No, 
Lords,  I  think  I  may-say^  ^  -t^t 
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unfortunate  lady  that  if  she  ia  to  find 
any  consolation  in  these  occurrences 
she  most  find  it  in  this,  that  they  have 
been  the  meutis  ot  bringing  before  the 
public  and  before  Farliament  whst  I 
can  only  describe  as  invaluable  illustra- 
tions of  the  working  of  the  crofter 
B.Btem  in  .remote  parts  of  Scotland, 
and  of  what,  for  brevity,  I  must  describe 
as  the  working  of  the  Sinclair  system— 
a  system  which  is  not  peculiar  to  that 
Minister,  but  which  ha»  many  well- 
qualified  exponents  among  the  members 
m  His  Majesty's  Oovemment. 

There  is,  forttmately,  very  little  dispute 
8s  to  the  actual  facts  of  the  case.  As  to 
the  propriotrix,  no  one  can  contend 
that  ;*he  has  not  dealt  with  her  crofters 
for  yeais  past  in  the  most  considerate 
and  generous  fashion.  That  appears 
<m  every  line  of  these  Papera.  There 
u  no  doubt  as  to  that.  She  has  sur- 
rendered to  them  large  tracts  of  country, 
and  if  she  retained  the  island  of  Vatersay 
it  was  in  the  belief,  apparently  perfectly 
well  founded,  ih&t  it  was  a  barren  and 
inhospitable  place,  with  a  doubtful  nater 
-supply ;  I  think,  indeed,  you  will  find  that 
it  is  on  record  in  these  Papers  that  at 
one  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  till 
it,  but  the  report  was  that  it  was  land 
upon  which  even  potatoes  could  not 
be  grown.  So  much  for  the  part  of  her 
possessions  which  this  lady,  e.o  generous 
and  liberal  in  her  dealii  gs  with  her 
crofter.;,  thought  fit  to  retain  her  own 
possession. 

Now  we  come  to  the  action  of  the 
crofters — they  are  not  crofters,by  the  wpy , 
but  cottars.  It  ia  a  very  important 
diotinction,  because  the  cottar  has  not, 
like  the  crofter,  statutory  rights  either 
in  his  own  holdings  or  in  the  neighbouring 
land.  These  men  set  to  work  in  a 
methodical  fashion.  They  first  made 
a  reconnaissance  in  force  ;  they  crossed 
over  the  intervening  sea,  marked  out 
certain  parts  of  the  island  which  they 
•desired  to  possess,  and  subsequentl^v 
sent  out  an  expeditionary  force  which 
took  possesnon  of  the  land,  cultivated 
it,  erected  buildiiigs  upon  it,  and,  though 
an  attempt  was  made  to  impound  their 
cflttlc,  the  animals  were,  I  believe, 
rescued.  I  do  not  think  my  noble 
friend  used  language  of  exaggeration 
when  he  applied  to  these  proceedings 

Thi  Marquess  of  Lansdawne. 


the  descriptioi'  of  filibustering  operations* 
and  I  do  not  think  even  in  recent  Irish 
annals  yon  will  find  more  high-handed 
conduct.  I  will  not  labour  that,  because 
I  see  that  Mr.  Sinclair,  in  a  letter,  describes 
the  conduct  of  those  persons  as — 

'*  A  defiance  of  the  Uw  which  no  Minister 
can  do  other  than  deplore  and  condemn," 

Therefore  there  can  be  no  doubt  upon 
that  point.  This,  it  may  be  observe!  ii 
passii^,  is  exactly  the  language  which 
is  habitually  used  by  Mr.  Sinclair's 
Irish  colleague  when  he  is  describing 
similar  occurrences  in  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Let  me  summarise,  in  the  fewest 
possible  words,  the  acts  of  this  drama. 
The  proprietrix  of  the  island  appeals  for 
protection  and  points  out  ihst  the 
natural  remedy  is  to  set  in  motion  the 
Trespass  Act  of  1866.  She  ia  then  told 
that  this  is  not  a  convenient  remedy, 
and  is  referred  to  an  Act  of  1666.  Now 
is  not  it  extraordinary  that  on  all  these 
occasions  His  Majesty's  Government 
invariably  go  back  to  some  antiquated 
statute  rather  than  have  recourse  to  an 
enforcement  of  the  more  recent  provisions 
of  the  law  which  lie  ready  to  their  hands  f 
May  I  remind  your  Lordships  that  in  the 
Iri^  cattle-iriving  case  His  Majesty's 
Oovemment  reused  altogether  to  avail 
themselves  of  a  recent  statute  passed  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  these  out- 
breaks, and  gave  preference  to  two  Acts 
of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  and  William 
IV?  But  t'-e  pra'ti:al  suggestion 
of  the  Scottish  Office  was  that  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart  should  surrender  at 
discretion.  That  was  what  it  came 
to,  and  that  is  what  I  understood 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  to  refer  to 
when  he  said  that  in  the  view  of  Hj^ 
Majesty's  Government  what  was  reallj 
necessary  was  to  do  something  to  "ease 
the  situation."  That  is  an  extremely 
simple  manner  of  easing  a  situation. 
Then  the  proj^etrix  very  naturally  made 
a  counter  proposal.  She  said,  "  If  these 
are  your  views,  if  you  want  this  island 
for  your  proteffis,  take  the  island  off  my 
hands  altogether.  Ton  shall  have  it  on 
reasonable  terms,  with  this  stipulation, 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  shall 
make  themselves  responsible  for  com- 
pensating the  tenant  at-  the  Jime  in 
occupation  of  the  Yttfi^^^Khl^^^  That 
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suggestion  cannot  have  been  a  veiy  un- 
Teasonable  one,  because  I  that  the 
Sheriff  of  Invemess,  who  presumably 
knows  something  about  these  matters 
— Page  36 — suggested  two  modes  of 
dealinff  with  the  difficulty,  the  second 
mode  Wng  this — 

"  Let  the  Congested  Distriots  Board  either 
buy  the  whole  ialand  of  Vatersay  or  such  part 
of  it  aa  Lady  Cathcart  would  part  with  on 
r«AM>tiable  terms,  so  that  ^ey  may  sive  allot- 
mmta.  Thia  might  involve  a  oaiataT  ezpendi- 
tore  of,  say,  between  £0.000  and  £8.000  and 
«ould,  I  sappoee.  only  be  contemplated  if 
the  island  was  reported  on  by  a  competent  man 
suitable  for  the  settlement  of  crofters  as  regards 
water  supply." 

Therefore,  Lady  Ckndon  Cathcozt  can- 
not, I  thkk,  be  charged  with  unreason- 
ableness in  proposii^  a  solution  of  the 
difficult  wmch  commended  itself  to  a 
public  official  writing  presumably  with 
considerable  knowledge  of  the  afEairs 
of  the  neighbourhood.  That  proposal 
was  refused. 

Next  the  proprietrix,  with  reluctance 
made  another  counter  proposal.  Your 
Lordships  will  find  it  on  page  8  of  the 
correspondence.  She  invited  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  to  arrange  with  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  settle  the 
islaml  upon  the  foUoving  terms.  The 
Board  were  to  satisfy  themselves  m  to 
the  mter  supply,  they  were  to  arrange 
with  the  sitting  tenant,  they  were  to  draw 
out  a  scheme  of  settlement,  they  were 
to  agree  that  no  person  should  be  offered 
a  croft  unless  he  was  a  suitable  and 
<x>mpetent  tenant,  and  that  those  persons 
already  on  the  land  who  were  neither 
snitaUte  not  competent  should  be  got  rid 
of;  and,  finally,  she  proposed  that  the  ex- 
penses of  adaptation  should  be  defrayed 
by  the  Board.  That  again,  to  my  mind, 
was  a  well-considered  and  not  unreason- 
able counter  proposal,  and  Lady  Gbrdon 
Cathcart  accompanied  it  by  an  intimation 
that  she  remained  of  opinion  as  to  the 
unwisdom,  and  even  danger,  of  establish- 
ing a  crofter  settlement  in  Vatersay,  and 
left  the  responsibility  on  Mr.  Sinclair. 
That  counter  proposal  was  also  ruled  out, 
and  the  proprietrix  was  told  that  she  was 
to  undertake  the  task  of  removing  the 
invaders,  and  to  be  responsible,  if  not  for 
the  whole,  at  any  rate  for  a  great  part  of 
the  expense  of  compensating  the  tenant. 


The  Earl  or  CAMPEBDOWN :  Hw 

whole  of  the  expense. 

*The  Mabqubss  ov  LANSDOWNE: 
The  whole  of  the  expense  of  compensating 
the  tenant  who  was  to  be  dis^Jaced.  It 
is  not  surprising  that  Lady  Gordim 
Cathcart  should  have  hesitated  to  under* 
take  the  task  which  the  Scottisli  Office 
thus  desired  to  impose  upon  her.  She 
had  burnt  her  fingers  before  under  similar 
circumstances.  If  your  Lordships  will 
look  at  page  10  of  the  correspondence  you 
will  find  an  account  of  another  case  which 
had  arisen  at  a  i^aoe  called  Glendale 
in  which,  the  same  proprietrix  was  in- 
terested. It  appears  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  desired  to  convert  the 
farm  of  Olendale  into  small  holdings. 
Lady  Gordon  Cathcart,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate matters,  arranged  with  the  tenant  of 
Glendale  to  surrender  his  lease,  but  when 
they  got  to  closer  quarters  with  the 
question  it  was  found  that  only  a  few 
small  holdings  could  be  carved  out  of  the 
Glendale  Farm,  that  the  bulk  of  it  was 
unsuitable  for  small  holdings,  with  the 
lesult  that  the  idea  of  dividing  it  into 
small  holdings  was  abandoned,  and  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart  to  take  over  the 
sheep  stock  and  has  not  been  able  to  find 
a  tenant  for  the  farm  which  is  left  on  her 
hands.  Can  you  be  surprised,  tJierefwe, 
tiiat  this  lady,  having  sn&zed  in 
this  way  on  a  former  occasion,  should 
have  been  a  little  particular  how  she  met 
the  proposals  made  to  her  by  the  Scottish 
Office? 

She,  however,  submitted  yet  another 
suggestion.  She  suggested  that  the  Scottish 
Office  should  interview  her  tenant  and 
try  to  arrive  at  some  arrangement  with 
him.  That  was  refused,  and  there  the 
story  ended  for  the  time.  What  is  the 
result  ?  Here  you  have  an  attempt  to 
saddle  a  landowner,  against  whom  nothing 
is  alleged,  of  whom  no  complaint  is  made, 
whose  record,  indeed,  is,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  an  admirable  one,  with  the 
tadc  of  turning  out  of  his  hol^g  a 
toiant.  i^nst  whom  also  nothing  is 
alleged,  in  order  to  make  room  for  what 
I  can  only  describe  as  a  gang  of  pirates— 
you  do  this  with  the  full  knowledge  that 
if  the  island  is  to  be  divided  up  and 
settled  by  a  crofter  population,  you  will 
have  to  provide  £i»  them-'road^  uid 
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schools  and  varions  other  things  which 
cost  money,  and  to  the  coat  of  which  the 
unlucky  proprietrix  will  have  to  contri- 
bute. I  say  that  is  a  grievous  hardahip. 
Meanwhile  the  pirates  are  still  in  posses- 
sion, and  we  are  without  knowledge  as  to 
the  policy  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment intend  to  adopt  in  this  and  similar 
cases. 

Only  one  word  more.  The  crown  of 
this  edifice  seems  to  me  to  be  reached 
when  we  arrive  at  that  personal  cor- 
respondence between  the  Lord-Advocate 
and  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  which  my 
noble  friend  quoted.  My  noble  friend 
reminded  the  House  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  transactions  were  referred 
to  in  the  Honse  of  Commons  by|the  Lord 
Advocate.  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  that 
no  one  could  have  listened  to  the  Lord 
Advocate's  statement  without  deriving 
the  impression  that  this  lady  had  been  a 
harsh  and  inconsiderate  landlord,  that 
her  tenants  had  been  hardly  dealt  with, 
and  that  they  were  objects  of  com- 
miseration. Can  we  be  surprised  that 
Lady  Cathcart  should  have  challenged 
the  statement  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
should  have  asked  for  some  explanation 
of  it  1  I  must  say  that  a  more  scant,  I 
would  almost  say  scnrvy,  apology,  if  it 
be  an  apology,  I  never  read  in  my  life. 
The  Lord  Advocate,  in  his  letter,  en- 
deavours to  reassure  Lady  Cathcart 
by  telling  her  that — 

"  The  inferences,  implicatione,  etc.,  of  per- 
sonal reflectionfl  on  your  Ladyship,  as  unfolded 
ia  your  communication,  are  quite  ua warranted." 

But  were  they  unreasonable  inferences  ? 
I  say  the  inferences  which  were  drawn 
by  all  who  listened  to  or  read  the  Lord 
Advocate's  language  in  the  House  of 
Commons  were  such  as  anyone  would 
have  drawn  from  similar  language  used 
by  an  official  of  the  State ;  and  when 
challenged,  instead  of  unreservedly  with- 
drawing his  statements  and  expressing 
regret  that  he  should  have  made 
them ,  he  produces  this  long -delayed 
explanation,  tor  the  letter  was  ten 
days  in  1^  pocket  before  he  took 
the  trouble  to  answer  it — an  ex- 
planation not  given  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  the  charge  had  been 
made,  but  in  a  private  letter,  and  in 
terms  which  I  can  only  characterise  as 
BEjarcely  ingenuous.  I  trust  that  this 
discussion  will  direct  attenticm  to  an 
I%e  Marquess  of  LansdawM, 


affair  which  seems  to  me  most  discredit- 
abla  to  all  concerned,  except  to  the  lady 
who  has  been  the  \ictim  oi  these  tiann- 
actions.  I  hope  we  shall  be  told,  at  any 
rate,  before  this  discussion  closes,  what 
is  to  be  the  policy  of  His  Maje6ty*» 
Government  it  similar  occurrences  again 
take  p'ace,  whether  they  intend  to 
connive  at  them  in  the  future,  and,  if 
not,  what  means  they 'propose  to  take 
to  prevent  disorders  such  as  those  which 
have  arisen  on  the  island  of  Vatersay 
from  spreading  to  other  parts  of  Scotland. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMTR- 
,UiTY  (Lord  Twsbdmocth)  :  My  Lords, 
I  should  like,  in  a  very  few  words,  to  try 
and  put  a  dificrent  colour  upon  the  trans- 
actions in  question,  and  I  do  so  with  the 
greater  confidence  because  I  am  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  all  that  Lady 
Csthcart  has  done  for  her  tenants.  She 
has  all  her  life  been  anxious  to  do  every- 
thing in  her  power  for  her  dependents, 
both  in  the  East  and  West  of  Scotland. 
A  great  deal  has  been  done  by  her  in  the 
way  of  harbour  construction,  and  in  the 
buUding  oi  piers ;  she  has  done  every- 
thing to  encourage  fishery  enterprise, 
and  has  given  as  much  land  as  possible 
to  the  crofters  and  small  holders  on  her 
properties.  Indeed,  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  t^k  that  this  difficidl^  has  to  some 
extent  arisen  out  of  her  de<ure  to  make 
a  compromise  even  in  the  case  of  Vater 
say.  I  agree  that  the  action  of  these 
men  in  going  over  to  Vatersay  cannot 
be  stigmatised  too  strongly.  They  are 
not  even  crofters ;  they  have  no  status 
at  all ;  and  their  action  has  been  mons- 
trous. Vatersay  is  an  island  which  does 
not  come  under  tiie  Congested  Districts 
Board ;  it  is  not  included  under  the 
operations  of  the  Crofters  Acts,  and  ia 
in  the  occupation  of  a  tenant.  These 
men  took  possession  of  that  island  in 
two  difierent  raids  and  put  their  cattle 
upon  it.  I  say  that  that  was  intolerable. 
But  on  t^e  opposite  side  of  iba  Honse 
noble  Lords  have  taken  an  extreme  line. 
You  always  want  us  to  do  something 
outside  the  ordinary  law.  This  case 
was  to  be  met  by  tiie  ordinary  law  of 
Scotland.  ..^  ^ 

*Tbe  Mabquess  of  LAKSD0WJ4E  - 
Is^nat  the  T«;8j«  .^^^glinan; 
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Loso  TWEEDMOUXH :  No,  not  in 
Scotland.  The  lav  we  lure  aoouatomed 
to  use  for  trespass  is  the  lav  of  interdict. 
It  is  a  very  complete  wid  effective  remedy. 

Thb  Earl  op  CAMFEHDOWN  :  A 
very  kmg  one. 

LoBD  TWEKDMOtlTH:  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  tiie  nego- 
tiations that  went  on  between  the  Secre- 
taiy  for  ScotlaDd  and  Lady  Cathcart. 
I  think  Lady  Cathcart  has  been  very 
Iwdiv  served  by  her  agents.  They 
made  a  great  mess  of  it.  If  an  inter- 
dict had  been  taken  out  at  once  end 
enforced,  the  Ixespassers  would  have 
been  driven  off  the  place.  Instead  of 
tiut,  the  agents  put  forward  a  number 
d  proposals  which  were  not  accepted 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  very 
naturally.  "Why  should  he  use  public 
money  and  pay  £8,000  for  an  island 
which  did  not  come  within  the  Crofters 
Act  ?  It  was  a  monstrous  proposal  and 
coold  not  be  aocepted  by  any  Minister. 
I  do  not  for  one  momoit  say  tiiat  every* 
tbii^  was  done  in  the  way  it  ought  to 
have  been  on  either  side,  but  I  repeat 
that  the  ordinary  law  could  have  dealt 
with  the  situation  and  ought  to  have 
been  uaed  by  the  parties  concerned. 

ThbEablofBOSEBERT:  My  Lords, 
I  must  condole  with  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Herschell  on  being  at  the  very 
outset  of  his  official  career  entrusted 
with  so  grotesque  a  brief  by  the  Scottish 
Office  as  the  apologia  for  this  most 
lamentable  correspondence.  What  were 
the  arguments  he  was  told  to  use  on 
behalf  of  the  Scottish  Office  ?  I  must 
uy  they  were  rather  signals  of  distress 
than  a^uments.  He  was  told  to  say 
that  the  matter  was  one  for  which  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart  was  responsible  and  in 
Thicb  the  Scottish  Office  could  not 
interfere.  1  imagine  then  from  that 
that  the  Scottish  Office  considers  that 
I^dy  Gordon  Cathcart  was  at  the  bottom 
of  the  invanon  of  Vatersay,  that  she 
Tss  tespcmsible  for  the  raid  upon  that 
island,  and  that  it  was  for  her  to  settle 
that  affair  as  best  she  could.  I  am 
driven  more  forcibly  to  this  conclusion 
by  the  second  argument,  which  was  so 
extraordinary  that  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  ki  either  House  of  Parliament 
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such  a  plea  had  ever  hem  advanced — 
nimely,  that  this  system  of  squatting 
might  be  used  by  an  unprincipled  owner 
as  a  means  of  inducing  the  Government 
to  purchase  his  property.  I  give  you  all 
the  arguments  used  on  any  subject  by 
any  Minister  at  any  time,  and  defy  a 
parallel  to  be  found  for  such  a  plea  as 
my  noble  friend  had  to  read  probably 
in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Sinclair  oi  of 
the  Lord  Advocate. 

Now  I  oome  to  the  voice  of  nature, 
uttered  by  the  lips  of  my  noble  friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He, 
at  any  rate,  took  a  manly  and  generous 
line  not  to  be  found  throughout  this 
c:)rrespondence  in  regard  to  the  behaviour 
of  Lady  Cathcart  to  her  tenants.  Lady 
Cathcart  throi^hout  this  correspondence 
is  treated  as  a  sort  of  malefactor  who 
ought  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost 
rigour  of  the  law.  She  is  one  of  the  most 
beneficent  landlords  in  Scotland  and 
one  entitled  to  the  highest  possible  con- 
sideration by  any  Governm«it,  but  his 
argument  was  in  its  own  way  not  less 
remarkable  than  that  of  Lord  Herschell, 
He  said,  what  can  be  more  preposterous 
than  that  the  Government  should  pur- 
chase land  outside  and  beyond  the 
Crofter  Act  ?  How,  he  asked,  in  a  tone 
almost  broken  by  emotion,  could  you 
conceive  such  a  thing  as  possible  %  But 
that  was  the  very  course  suggested  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  In  this  ex- 
ceedingly elusive  correspondence  of  this 
somewhat  elusive  Government,  one  is 
at  a  difilculty  to  find  out  what  are 
the  propositions  on  which  they  base 
their  proceedings  and  what  is  the  policy 
behind  it  all.  They  throw  over  their 
own  correspondence,  they  disdain  their 
own  colleagues  and  anybody  else,  whether 
seated  on  the  Opposition  bench  or 
simply  an  anxious  and  humble  inquirer 
on  the  cross  bench,  who  is  left  at  a  total 
loss  to  know  what  to  do. 

Let  me  take  another  point,  to  show 
how  lightly  the  Government  treat  not 
only  Uieir  own  colleagues  and  their 
own  correspondence,  but  their  own 
legislation.  A  body  of  these  squatters 
land  upon  an  island  on  which  a  farm 
is  under  lease.  It  is  proposed  to  disturb 
the  tenant  in  the  currency  of  his  lease. 
Th^  unfortunate  Lady  Gordon  C^t^art 
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has  already  had  exp^ience  of  this  pro- 
cess. She  has  had  to  go  through  one 
of  the  most  expensive  proceedings  known 
to  agriculture — ^the  purchase  of  ac- 
climatised sheep — and  as  a  reward  she  has 
found  her  farm  left  on  her  hands,  the 
Congested  DiatrictB  Board  having  nibbled 
at  it,  tasted  it,  and  found  it  imsultable. 
There  she  is  with  the  expense  on  her 
Bhoulders,  her  money  gone,  and  her  farm 
taken.  What  does  she  propose  to  do  1 
She  proposes  that  an  arrangement  should 
be  come  to  vrith  l^e  tenant,  and  that  he 
should  be  compensated  for  disturbance. 
The  Scottish  C^e  raises  unearthly 
Bhrieks  at  the  very  idea  of  compensation 
for  disturbance.  She  only  proposes  com- 
pensation for  disturbance  under  the 
Act  passed  bv  His  Majesty's  present 
advisers,  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act 
of  the  year  before  last.  It  is  compen- 
sation enacted  by  that  Act  which  she 
Bays  must  be  paid,  and  as  she  is  not 
responsible  for  the  disturbance  she  pro- 
poses that  the  Government  should  pay  it. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  says  it 
is  an  unheard-of  proceeding,  and  the 
livers  would  run  backward  m  Scotland 
if  anything  of  the  kind  were  done. 

There  are  two  general  considerations 
vhich  I  think  aie  worthy  of  observation 
in  this  diBcuBsion.  The  jfiist  is  that  this 
extraordinary  system  of  crofter  districts 
IB  what  it  is  proposed  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  extend  as  the  greatest 
of  all  imaginable  blessings  to  the  whole  of 
Scotland.  All  I  can  say  is  that  if  this 
Bystem  of  crofters,  administered  as  it  is 
by  the  Scottish  Office  with  the  encourage- 
ment of  filibustering  which  naturally 
follows  from  this  correspondence,  is  what 
we  are  to  have»  Scotland  in  a  very  short 
time  will  become  a  hell  on  earth.  You 
cannot  permit  lawlessness  in  any  part  of 
His  Majesty's  dominions  without  its 
Spreading.  There  is  no  such  contagion, 
particularly  among  a  semi-Celtic  popula- 
tion, as  the  contagion  of  lawlessnesB. 
We  are  told  that  the  common  law  of 
Scotland  is  impotent  to  put  down  law- 
lesmesB  in  any  part  of  Scotland,  that  it  is 
&  slow  and  clumsy  process,  and  that  the 
law  advisers  of  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart 
are  greatly  to  be  blamed  for  not  having 
adopted  that  slow  and  cumbrous  course 
though,  as  it  appears,  they  actually  did 

The  Earl  of  JRoseben/, 
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adopt  it.  It  is  very  difficult  to  please 
BUb  Uajest7*B  Government. 

I  want  to  ask  a  question  as  to  that. 
The  Lord  Advocate  is  the  great  law  officer 
of  Scotland  who  is  responsible  for  the- 
preservation  of  law  and  order  in  Scot- 
land. Am  I  to  be  told  that  with  a  willing 
Lord- Advocate  it  is  beyond  the  resources 
of  law  and  order  in  Scotland  for  the  Lord 
Advocate  to  preserve  that  law  and  wdar  t 
If  so,  it  is  the  greatest  surprise  that  has 
come  upon  me  in  the  course  oi  my 
political  career.  The  Scottish  Offi<»- 
proposes  to  hatch  the  eggs  of  lawlessness 
in  awaiting  the  legislation  of  which  wo 
have  had  a  sample.  When  I  came  down 
to  the  House  this  evening  I  was  only 
provided  with  the  corre^ondence  laid 
before  Parliament.  I  was  unaware  of 
what  had  been  the  result.  Iby  I  di^ress- 
for  one  moment  ?  My  unfortunate  fnend 
Lord  Herschell — whose  connection  with 
this  affair  has  been  ill  -  inspired  all 
through,  I  will  not  say  by  whom,  bnt  I 
acquit  him  of  any  responubility  in  tho 
matter — was  advised  to  tell  Lord  Cam- 
perdown,  when  he  asked  why  these- 
docmnents  took  two  months  printing, 
to  say  that  they  took  so  long  becaose^a- 
number  of  illustrative  documents  were 
being  prepared  which  would  throw  great 
light  upon  the  matter.  I  never  heard  of 
an  ordinary  correspondence  which  re- 
quired illustrative  documents  to  explain 
it.  If  I  may  judge  from  the  letters  read 
both  by  Lord  Lansdowne  and  by  Lord 
Camperdown,  the  work  of  providing 
illustrative  documents  was  inferior  in 
pressure  to  the  work  of  suppressing  some 
of  the  most  interesting  letters  of  the  whole 
series.  I  pass  that  point  by.  The 
correspondence  is  quite  extraordinary 
enough  as  it  is  published  without  our 
wishing  for  any  more  illustrative  docu- 
ments. 

Since  we  came  to  the  House  we  have 
heard  a  little  more  about  this  buuness. 
We  have  heard  that  the  contagion  has 
already  begun  to  spread,  and  it  h^s. 
spread  unfortunately  to  an  estate  not 
owned  by  a  private  proprwtor.  If  only 
an  estate  owned  by  a  private  proprietor 
were  affected,  that  would  be  nothing. 
What  are  private  proprietors  ?  The 
dust  of  the  earth.  The  Solicitor-General 
wiU  teU  you  w^^^^Jj^^lg^ls^J^vate 
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proprietors.  The  contagion  has  ex- 
tended actually  to  an  estate  owned  by 
the  CongcBted  Diatxicta  Board — ^that  ia 
His  K'jeaty'a  Government  iteelf — and 
BO  we  aro  brought  to  this  most  melan- 
chdy  and  deplcvable  oonolusioD^  that 
His  H^jeBty'a  Government  is  one  of  those 
proprietors  who  have  been  unfortunate 
in  their  relatione  with  their  tenants,  and 
that  therefore  these  "  poor  things  "  are 
inTading  the  estate  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  Well,  my  Lords»  it  will 
not  atop  with  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  estate  if  tJiia  lavlesaness  is  allowed 
to  continue.  I  am  certain  it  is  not 
merely  bad  for  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart, 
but  it  is  extremely  bad  for  the  population 
of  the  Highlands  themselves.  I  hope  if 
no  other  good  comes  of  this  very  one- 
sided discussion  it  will  at  least  bring 
home  to  the  Government  that  in  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland  we  do 
expect  law  and  order  to  be  preserved. 
In  Irelam?,  under  circumstances  I  think 
less  glaring,  because  there  ia  not  a  per- 
manent settlement  in  the  case  of  Ireland, 
some  hundreds  of  men  have  been  added 
to  the  Irish  Constabv.lary,  which  is  at 
least  a  sign  of  grace  and  a  sign  of  a  wish 
to  enforoe  the  law.  In  Scotland  we  have 
nothing  but  thia  corresponclence. 


SECRETARIES   TO  COUNTY 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

LoBD  HAVERSHj^M  :  My  Lords, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  it  h'ls  been  de- 
cided in  the  case  of  officers  entitled  to 
pensions  under  Article  610  of  the  Royal 
Warrant  tbat  the  post  of  secretary  to  a 
County  Association  involves  the  k):s  of 
their  pension. 

The  Earl  op  PORTSMOUTH :  My 
Lords,  in  reply  to  the  Question  put  to 
me  my  noble  friend,  I  am  afraid  it  is 
impossible  that  the  pension  should  be 
retained  in  such  oases.  These  men  are 
Regular  officers  who  would  not  be  en- 
titled by  their  years  of  ser\-ice  to  retiring 
pay  or  Regular  Army  pensions.  In 
certain  circumstances,  however,  the  War 
Office  albwed  them  to  retire,  on  con 
dition  that  they  took  a  commission  in 
the  Militia  or  Yeomanry,  and  in  return 
for  that  they  received  a  retaining  fee  of 
£100,  involving  liability  to  come  up  for 


annual  training  and  to  be  mobilised- 
The  secretaryship  of  a  County  Associa* 
tton  is  practically  a  Civil  appointment, 
and  the  holder  of  it  could  not  fulfil  these 
liabilities.  For  these  reasons,  as  I  have 
said,  we  have  laid  it  down  th^t  a  Militia 
officer  cannot  retain  his  £100  a  year  if 
he  becomes  a  secretary  of  a  County 
Association.  As  regards  a  Yeoman,  we 
have  not  got  a  definite  rule  of  thit  kind, 
but  we  say  he  must  be  seconded,  and 
the  eSect  is  the  same. 

*ThbMarquz88  0fLANSD0WNE:  I 
am  inclined  to  think  the  account  which 
the  noble  Ear]  gave  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  these  so-called  pensions 
were  granted  under  Article  510  of  the 
Royal  Warrant  was  a  perfectly  correct 
account,  and  I  can  quite  appreciate  the 
view  taken  by  the  War  Office.  I  under- 
stood the  noble  Earl  to  say  that  he 
regarded  these  secretaryships  as  of  the 
nature  of  CSvil  appointments  or  approach- 
ing thereto.  If  they  are  appoint- 
ments of  that  kind  I  do  hope  that 
the  emoluments  of  the  holders  will  be 
fixed  at  a  figure  having  some  relation 
to  the  duties  to  be  discharged.  The 
sum  of  £100,  if  that  is  the  figure  which 
the  Army  Council  has  in  mind,  seems  to 
me  to  be  one  showing  a  wholly  inade- 
quate appreciation  of  the  importance  of 
the  post. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  I  do 
not  think  the  Army  Council  have  ever 
come  to  any  decision  as  to  what  would 
be  adequate  remuneration.  They  have 
certainly  not  limited  it  to  £100.  I  may 
add  that  the  establishment  grant  for  the 
various  units  has  been  raised.  The 
effect  of  that,  we  hope,  will  be  that  in 
most  counties  there  will  be  a  sufficient 
sura  of  money  to  enable  an  adequate 
remuneration  to  be  given  to  the  secretary. 

The  Marquess  ot  BATH:  Bfay  I 
inquire  whether  the  officers  who 
become  secretaries  of  Associations  are 
merely  seconded  1 

The  Earl  op  PORTSMOUTH  :  We 
have  already  decided  the  matter,  by  an 
order,  in  the  case  of  Militia  officers.  No 
Militia  officer  can  become  the  secretary 
of  an  Association.  In  case  of  a 
Yeoman,  we  have.g^^?^  a^^^tbw^  lie 
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could  not  become  a  secretary,  but  that  he 
must  be  seconded.  The  practical  effect 
would  be  the  same.  We  hope  that  the 
BGlitia  officers  who  are  now  in  receipt 
of  a  retaining  fee  of  £100  a  year  will 
join  the  Special  Reserve,  but  f^ey  may 
decline  to  join  the  Special  Beserre,  and 
then  rather  a  delicate  question  arises, 
because  we  would  be  imposing  upon 
them  the  obligation  of  foreign  service, 
which  they  did  not  originally  undertake. 
Those  cases  will  have  to  be  considered 
on  their  merits. 

'  •Lord  HAVEBSHAM:  I  presume 
that  the  officers  who  have  eameid  Army 
pensions  will  retain  them  ? 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  Yes. 
What  I  have  said  does  not  apply  to  men 
who  are  entitled  to  Army  retired  pay. 

LoBD  SATE  AND  SELE  :  It  is  evi- 
dent that  no  officer  in  the  Special  Reserve 
can  take  one  of  these  secretaryships, 
because  if  war  breaks  out  he  cannot  be 
in  two  places  at  once. 

Thb  Eael  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  We 
cannot  allow  the  secretary  of  a  County 
Association  to  mobilise.  That  is  quite 
clear. 


[flouae  adjourned  at  twenty  min- 
utes past  Seven  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  .Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesdoff,  Zlst  March,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PBIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Hull  and  Bamsley  Railway  Bill. — 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  timOi. 

Great  Western  Railway  (Superannua- 
tion Scheme)  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Onler).— 
Read  a  second  tim^  and  oonunitted. 

Metropolitan  Police  Pnn-igional  Order 
Bill. — "To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 

The  Earl  ^  PortmtnUk. 


made  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State  under  The  Metro- 
politan Police  Act,  1886,  and  The  Metro- 
politan Police  Courts  Act,  1897/*  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel;  supported 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone;  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  182.] 

North  Eastern  Railway  Bill :  Humber 
Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  BilL — 
Reported  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  j«inced. 

Leicester  Corporation  Bill. — Reported 
from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Cktmmittee, 
with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  up(»i 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee — 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Lower 
Thames  (Grays)  Dock  Bill,  Petition  for 
dispensing  with  Standing  Order  128  in 
the  case  of  the  Petition  of  'Northfleet 
Paper  Mills,  Limited/  the  Standing  Ordw 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with.'' 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Ards  and 
Bangor  Railways  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  m 
with  their  Bill,  on  the  condition  that 
resolutioiiB  of  the  Belfast  and  Coun^ 
Down  Railway  Company,  and  of  tlu 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Down, 
and  the  Urban  District  Council  of  New- 
townwards,  approving  of  the  Bill  as 
introduced,  and  the  deposit  of  copies  of 
the  said  resolutions  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Standing  Orders, 
are  proved  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  and  that,  failing  such  proof,  Clause  19 
and  Clauses  83  to  90,  both  inclusive,  be 
struck  out  of  the  Bill : — That  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such 
Order  has  been  complied  with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Stratford- 
upon-Avon,  Towcester,  and  Midland 
Junction,  Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon Junction,  and  East  and 
West  Junction  Railways  (Amalgamation) 
rLords],  Petition  for  Bill,  the  Stuiding 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  on  the  condition  that  a 
clause  is  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  the 
fdUowing  efilsct,  viz. :  'That  no  sale  shall 
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take  place  of  the  amalgamated  under- 
taking without  the  consent  of  the 
memorialists,  Charles  William  Bartholo- 
mew, Richard  Donald  Bun,  and  William 
Howard  Gray,  which  does  not  provide 
fw  the  payment  to  the  said  memorialists 
of  the  sum  of  at  least  £5,000  in  cash  in 
respect  of  the  debenture  stock  mentioned 
in  Section  4  of  the  Act  of  1901  or  in 
respect  of  the  stock  of  the  new  company 
incorporated  by  the  Bill  to  be  exchanged 
therefore  under  thu  provisions  of  the  said 
Bill:' — That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been 
onnplied  with." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Cambrian 
Bailwaya  [Lords],  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be -dispensed 
with : — -That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill" 

Basolntions  agreed  to. 

ARDS  AND  BANGOR  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

Beport  [this  day]  from  the  Select 
Cnnmittee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. — {Jht 
Depyiy-Ckaiman.) 

SLOUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL. 

Heported  [Preamble  not  proved]; 
Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS, 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Connah's  Quay  and 
Shottcm,  in  faronr ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Bath;  Bow- 
broom  (two) ;  Concrete ;  Conisboro' ; 
Dirfield  (twoj ;  Exeter ;  Jump  (three) ; 
Low  Valley  ;  Malmesbury  (three) ;  Mex- 
borongh  (nine) ;  North- West  Wilts ; 
Oxforo ;  Rotherham  ;  Swinton  (two) ; 
sod,  Wombwell  (eighc) ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILU 
Petitions  in  favour :  From  Amble ; 
BaUey    (two);    BelLshill;  Bideford; 
Bt^ton  (two) ;  Chesterton  (three) ;  Chev- 
ington   Drift ;  ClecUieaton ;  Connah's 


Quay  and  Shotton ;  Denmead ;  Eas^ney 
Exeter ;  Greenhead ;  Heanor  and  Lang- 
1^;  HeddoQ  on  the  Wall;  Hyde; 
Muddiford ;  New  Hirst ;  North  Finchley ; 
Orkn^j  Oswestry;  Oxford;  Pengam 
and  Flenr  de  Lis;  Fnidhoe  on  Tyne; 
Rothesay ;  Scarborough :  SegKill ;  Shef- 
field ;  Southport ;  Staindrop ;  Toft 
Hill ;  Warrington  (two) ;  West  Acomb ; 
Westhoughton  and  Lostock ;  White- 
haven (two)  ;  Winchester  ;  Willington 
Colliery;  and,  Wombwell;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

MORAY  FIRTH  (ILLEGAL  TRAWUNG). 

Petition  from  Freswick,  for  preven- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Felton,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kenilworth,  in  favour  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

NAVAL  AND  MARINE  PAY  AND 
PENSIONS  ACT,  1886. 

Copy  presented,  of  Orders  in  Council^ 
dated  19th  March,  1908,  approving 
Memorials  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  praying  sanction 
to  (1)  certain  improvements  in  the 
Pay  and  Position  and  new  Regula- 
tions for  the  Retirement  of  Engineer 
Officers  of  His  Majesty's  Naval  Service; 
(2)  the  payment  of  a  Special  Allowance 
of  one  shilling  utd  sixpence  a  day  to  the 
Chief  or  Senior  Gunner  of  the  Torpedo 
School  Ship  at  Sheemess  [by  Act] ;  to 
Ue  upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  19th  March,  1908,  entitled  "The 
Northern  Nigeria  Order  in  Council, 
1908  "  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 

ACT,  1875. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  19th  March,  1908,  amending  the 
Older  in  Council  of  2Sth  July,  1893,  as 
amended  by  the  Order  in  Council  of  7th 
May,  1907,  reUting,g,|p^4(jE^^(^ 
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tiie  Judges  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  apon  the 
Table. 

TBRBXTORUL  AND  RESERVE  FORCES 
ACT.  1907. 

Copies  presented,  of  Three  Orders  in 
Council,  dated  19th  March,  1908,  viz.  :— 

(1)  For  the  transfer  of  the  Yeomanry 
and  Volunteers  to  the  Territorial  Force ; 

(2)  Relating  to  the  Property  of  the 
Honourable  Artillery  Company;  (3) 
Applying  certain  Enactments  relating  to 
the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  or  Volunteers  to 
the  Territorial  Foree  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1907-8  (PROGRAMME 
OF  SHIPBUILDING,  REPAIRS,  MAIN- 
TENANCE, ETC.). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  showing 
the  propable  etfeot  on  the  Programme  due 
to  Ke-appropriation  of  cash,  provision, 
etc  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   (No.  108.) 

CAPE  OP  GOOD  HOPE  OBSERVATORY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Beports  of  the 
Astronomer  to  the  Lords  Commiasioners 
of  the  Admiralty  for  the  years  1906  and 
1907  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Tabia 

ARMY. 

Copy  presented,  of  G^eral  Annual 
Beport  on  the  British  Army  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September  1907  [by  Gem- 
mandj ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  7, 1908). 

Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  France  respect- 
ing Commercial  relations  between  France 
and  Barbados.  Signed  at  London  9th 
January  1907.  Ratifications  exchanged 
at  London,  18th  March  1908  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PANAMA  CANAL  (BRITISH  WEST 
INDIAN  LABOUR). 

Copy  presented,  of  Despatches  from 
His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Fftnuna,  re- 
specting the  employment  of  British  West 
Indian  Labour  in  the  Panama  C^nal  zone 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TESTAMENTARY  BEQUESTS  (FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES). 

Address  for  "  Return  showing  the 
limitations  imposed  by  Law  upon  Testa- 
mentary Bequests  in  France,  Germany, 
Italy,  Russia,  and  the  United  States  of 
America."— (ifr  Holt). 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

OuBtoms  Port  Clerks  Class. 
Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham; : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasu'/ 
how  many  vacancies  hare  occurred  <m  the 
port  clerks  class  in  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment during  the  past  eight  years ;  now- 
many  of  these  vacancies  nave  been  filled 
by  promotions  from  the  new  class  of 
assistant  clerks  in  the  Statistical  Office, 
and  bow  many  by  men  not  in  the  service  ; 
what  is  the  number  of  new  class  assistant 
clerks  employed  in  the  Statistical  Office, 
and  how  many  of  these  are  eligible  for 
promotion  to  port  clerkships ;  how  many 
vacanoieeL  at  present  exist  on  the  port 
clerks  cUss;  and  what  is  the  total 
number  of  promotions  to  a  superior 
grade  made  mnn  the  new  dasa  of  aada- 
tant  clerks  in  the  Statistical  Office  dnring 
the  past  ten  years. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Buneimm.)  The 
information  asked  for  in  the  Question  i» 
as  follows ; — 

(1)  Number  of  vacancies  for  port 

clerkships  in  the  past  eight 
years  23T 

(2)  Number   of   these  vacancies 

filled  by  :— 

(a)  Promotions  of  assistant 

clerks  (new  class)  in  the 
Statistical  Office  -      -  2* 

(b)  Men  not  in  the  service  -  220 

(3)  Number  of  assistant  clerks  (new 
class)  in  the  Statistical  Office  -  IfiO 

(4)  Number  qualified  so  far  as  re- 

gards length  of  service  for  pro- 
motion to  port  clerkships       -  64 

(5)  Number  of  existing  vacancies 

for  port  clerkships  -      •      -  1& 

(6)  Total  number  of  promotions  of 

assistant  clerks  ^ew  class)  in 
the  Statistical  Office  during 
the  past  ten  years  .      -       .  2* 

Shorthand  Writer's  Fees. 
Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University); 
To  ask  Mr.  Attomev- General,  whether^ 
under  Section  16  of  The  Criminal  Appeal 


*  In  additirai  to  this  number  there  are  two 
assiatant  clerks  {now  class)  in  the  Statistical 
Offi::e,  who  have  been  nominatel  for  promo- 
tion to  poit  olerkihips  subjest  to  their  itsaning 
ne:e3Bary  qoalifying  nunmattoa.  i 
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Aet,  1907»  ahorthand  notes  will  be  taken 
Ot  the  spaeehea  <d  ooansel,  the  evidence 
of  witneasea,  and  the  aammine  up  of  the 
Judge  or  chairman ;  and  whether  any 
arrangements  are  in  contemplation  for  the 
employment  of  expert  shorthand  writers 
for  the  various  Courts  of  Assize  and 
quarter  leaaifMU. 

{Answered  by  Sir  fFilliam  Eobson.) 
The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal  have  made  a  rule  dealing  with 
the  point  raised  in  this  Question  as 
follows : — For  the  tmrpoee  of  Section  16 
of  the  Act  prooeedingi  at  the  trial  shall 
mean  the  evidence  and  any  objections 
taken  in  the  course  thereof,  any  state- 
ment made  by  the  prisoner,  the  summing- 
up  and  sentence  of  the  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  trial,  but  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  such  Judge  shall  not  include 
any  part  of  the  speeches  of  counsel  or 
solicitor.  This  rule  awaits  the  approval 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  I  believe  the 
Lord  Chanoellor  will  arrange  for  the 
^ipointment  of  ezpwt  shortlund  writers. 

Indian  Fever  and  Opium. 
Mr.  bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whe^er,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
mortality  from  fever  in  India  is  so  greatly 
in  excess  of  that  occasioned  by  other 
diseases,  and  of  the  fact  that  opium  is  a 
recognised  specific,  and  an  absolute  neces- 
sity to  certain  races  and  tribes  of  Indians, 
for  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  he  will, 
in  arrangements  that  are  made  for 
reducing  the  cultivation  of  opium,  safe- 
guard the  supply  of  sufficient  quantities 
for  use  for  medicinal  purposes. 

{Anewered  bit  Mr.  SeereUxry  Moiietf.)  I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  any  further  regula- 
tions which  the  Qovemment  of  India 
may  make  for  the  restriction  of  the 
0|Hum  habit  in  India,  the  special  circum- 
stances of  particular  tHbies  or  races, 
necessitating  a  supply  of  the  drug  for 
medicinal  purpose^  will  receive  due 
consideration. 

Indian  Imperial  Education  Service. 

Mr.  HABT-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  in  filling  up  vacancies  in  the 
Imperial  Education  Service  of  India,  he 
will  take  into  consideration  the  claims 
of   Indian   graduates  who  have  die* 


tinguished  themselves  at  British  or 
Incuan  Umversitiea 

(Anewered  by  Mr.  SeereUxry  Mad^.y 
As  I  have  stated  before  in  reply  to  simile 
Questions,  the  conditions  of  the  Indiaa 
Educational  Service  are  fixed  with  a  view- 
to  the  position  of  officers  serving  away 
from  their  own  country.  They  are  there- 
fore not  appropriate  in  the  case  of  nativea 
of  India,  with  a  view  to  whose  recruit- 
ment, on  the  other  l)and,  the  coodition», 
of  the  Frovinoi^  Educational  Service  ar» 
adjusted. 

War  Office  Land  at  Clock  Point. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  fw  Scotland! 
if  he  can  say  what  is  now  taken  as  tha 
annual  value  for  rating  the  land  near 
Cloch  Point,  which  was  purchased  by  th» 
War  Office  for  X13,060  in  ldO&  and  re- 
sod  for  £10,000  in  1907 ;  or,  if  it  is  not 
entered  in  the  valuation  rt^  as  a  separate- 
subject,  by  what  amount  the  annual  valu& 
as  stated  in  the  valuation  roll  th& 
subject  in  which  it  is  now  included  has 
been  increased  in  consequence  of  itft 
inclusion. 

{Aiawered  by  Mr,  Sinclair.)  The  sub- 
ject in  question  ia  entered  in  the  valuation 
roll  separately  at  the  annual  value  of 
X20. 

OamUing  in  Brewery  Stock. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  depreciation  on  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  in  the  prices  of  brewery  and 
other  allied  stocks ;  whether  he  is  aware< 
that  this  has  afTected  insurance  and  other 
large  public  companies  with  money  in- 
vested, likewise  causing  losses  to  in- 
vestors; and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
rambling  agencies'  transactions  causing 
this  depreciation  have  been  based  <m  th& 
financial  aspects  of  the  Licensing  Bill,, 
the  (]rovernment  proposes  to  take  any 
measures  to  restrain  such  gamUing  and 
bear  operations  in  the  London  and  other 
British  stock  exchanges,  wiUi  a  view  of 
protecting  bona-fde  investors. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquiih.)  The  hon. 
Member  is  probably  right  in  bia  oon- 
jecture  that  recent  market  fluctuationa 
in  the  class  of  securities^to  wUeb  ha 
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refers  have  been  to  some  extent  due  to 

rulative  manipulation,  but  the  matter 
i  not  appear  to  me  to  be  one  which 
•could  with  advantage  be  deidt  witih  by 
legislation. 

Irish  Iiand  Porchase  rinance. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY  (Louth,  N.):  To 
a«k  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  there  is  any  good  reason  for 
restricting  the  benefit  conferred  by  Sec- 
tion 10  of  last  year's  Finance  Act  to  loan 
capital  merely ;  whether  the  hardship 
which  liiat  section  was  intended  to 
remedy  equally  exists  in  the  case  of 
the  consolidation  of  share  capital;  and 
whether  he  will  ccmuder  the.  propriety  of 
extending^  the  benefit  of  the  section  to 
.ehare  capital  also. 

{Jntieered  hy  Mr.  Asguith.)  The  case 
referred  to  ia  presumably  that  in  which 
Joan  capital  is  issued  for  the  purpose 
of  the  conversion  of  existing  share  capital. 
I  cannot  agree  that  in  such  a  case  any 
liardship  arises  through  a  charge  for  loan 
capital  duty  being  made  at  28.  6d.  per 
■cent.  This  duty  is  practically  in  substi- 
tution for  the  stamp  duty  which  would 
be  payable  on  a  mortgage  for  the  same 
purpose,  which  duty  in  the  case  in 
question  would  be  at  2a.  6d.,  not  6d. 
per  cent. 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Insurance  Fund- 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the  amount 
of  the  Insurance  Fund  accumulated  under 
The  Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland) 
Act,  1891,  Section  92 ;  bow  many  claims 
on  this  fund  have  been  received  and 
Allowed ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
continue  to  levy  stamp  duties,  which  in 
some  cases  are  oppressively  high,  ito  add 
to  the  food 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  am 
informed  that  (1)  the  amount  of  Insurance 
Fund  up  to  28th  March,  1908,  was  as 
iollows : — 

£  s.  d. 
Consols  -  -  10,789  12  10 
Cash       -      -       890    4  2 


.£11,679  17  0 


and  that  (2)  one  claim  has  been  received 
«iid  allowed.   It  is  not  conudered  desir- 


able to  discontinue  the  fees  for  insurance 
on  which  the  safety  of  the  system  of 
conclusive  registration  depends,  or  to 
consider  the  question  of  redudng  them 
until  after  further  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  system. 

Irish  Land  Deeds— Stamp  Duties. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  To  a^k  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
stamp  duties  payable  on  the  registraticm 
of  a  deed  under  The  Local  Registration 
of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  are  con- 
siderably higher  thiui  those  charged  in 
the  old  registering  of  deeds,  with  the 
result  that  for  certain  classes  of  con 
veyanees,  such  as  family  deeds  or  settle- 
ments, the  new  procedure  instead  of  being 
cheaper  is  considerably  more  expenaive 
than  the  old ;  whether,  in  the  case  of 
large  holdings,  the  registry  fees  in  the 
local  registry  run  to  X3  or  £4  as  against 
the  fixed  fee  of  10s.  6d.  in  the  old 
registry  of  deeds ;  and  whether  he 
will  represent  to  the  proper  authorities 
that  a  maximum  fee  should  be  fixed 
in  the  local  registry  somewhat  ap- 
proximating to  the  fee  in  the  registry 
of  deeds. 

(Ansfwered  hj  Mr.  JRuncinum.)  Stamp 
duty  is  regulated  by  the  Stamp  Acts,  ana 
is,  therefore,  necessarily  the  same  in  the 
registry  of  titles  and  the  registry  of 
deeds.  On  the  other  hand  the  fees  pay- 
able in  the  registry  of  deeds  are  regulated 
by  2  and  3  Will.  4,  c.  87  (Schedule  B), 
and  depend  on  the  length  of  the  memorial, 
the  number  of  grantors,  and  the  number 
of  denominations  aSected;  whereas  the 
fees  payable  in  the  registry  of  titles 
d«»nd  on  the  value  of  the  land  or  charge 
afiected  by  Section  8  of  the  Local  Registra- 
tion of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  1891.  No 
proper  comparison  can  accordingly  be 
made  between  the  two  sets  of  fees,  but  it 
may  be  pointed  out  that  the  minimum 
fee  in  both  offices  is  8s.,  while  there  is  no 
maximum  fee  in  either  office.  It  is  the 
fact  that  the  more  valuable  the  land  the 
higher  the  fees  in  the  registry  of  titles, 
but  it  should  be  rememberwl  tliat  registra- 
tion in  that  office  gives  a  conclusive  title, 
which  is  not  the  case  in  the  registry  of 
deeds.  Also  in  the  registration  m  charges 
in  the  re^try  of  titles  there  is  not  me 
expense  of  a  memorial,  nor  is  any  special 
fee  allowed  to  the  solicitor  for  the 
registration  in .  |lM^t,  ^p&ce..  ^Jt.  follows 
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that  in  most  cases  the  actual  cost  to 
public  is  leas  in  the  registry  of  title  than 
m  the  re^'stry  of  deeda.  The  question  of 
the  fees  in  the  registry  of  titles  has  been 
for  seine  time  under  consideration. 
When  a  new  schedule  is  being  prepared 
the  question  of  a  maximum  fee  will  be 
carefully  considered. 

Extra  PoUce  in  Gonnty  Longford- 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) ; 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenanb  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  at  the  last  monthly  petty 
sessions  court  in  Newtownforbes,  county 
Longford,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the 
centre  of  agrarian  discontent  in  county 
Longford,  there  were  only  three  smalt 
cases  for  hearing,  not  one  of  which  was 
for  any  agrarian  otfence  ;  and  will  he,  in 
these  circumstances,  now  direct  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  extra  police  force  engaged 
there  in  protection  duty. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  fact  is 
as  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  Quostion, 
but  it  is  also  the  fact  that  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  boycotting  in  the  locality,  and 
while  this  remains  so  the  extra  force 
cannot  be  reduced. 

Lisnageeragh  Townlanda. 

Hr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  yet  succeeding  in  purchasing 
from  the  Land  Judge  the  townlands  (h 
IJenageeragh ;  if  so;  whether  the 
purch»e  includes  the  turbary  of  lot 
seventeen  offered  for  sale;  and,  if  not, 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  acquire 
this  bo^  for  distribution  amount  the 
pnrohasm^  tenants,  who  are  entitled  to 
Its  possession,  having  had  all  their  lives 
the  turbary  rights  there. 

{Anawertd  Mr.  Birrell.)  Neither  the 
Estates  Commissioners  nor  the  officials  of 
the  I^nd  Judge's  Court  are  able  to 
identify  the  property  in  question  from 
the  information  given.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  the  name  and  addz^ 
of  the  owner  of  the  lands,  and  the  county 
in  which  they  are  situate  further  inquiries 
will  be  made. 

Iiongfind  Laboorm  Act  Inqniry. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FABEELL  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  SeeretaEj  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  to  state  whether  any  oomi^aint 


has  reached  the  Local  Goremment  Board 
as  to  the  delay  in  furnishing  the  Report 
on  the  inquiry  which  took  place  under 
the  Labourera  Act  in  Lon^ord  on  the  7th 
January  last;  and  will  he  now  call  for 
the  Re^rt  and  the  inspector's  decision  ia 
the  Tarious  cases  heara  on  that  occasion,. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  not  received  any 
complaint  of  delay.  It  is  expected  that 
the  inspector's  order,  which  is  now  in  the 

Srinters  hands,  will  be  ready  in  a  few 
ays,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  signed  copies 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  council.  The 
scheme  was  a  large  one,  embi-aciu^  265 
cottages  and  thirty-eight  additiomd 
allotments. 

The  Colonies  and  the  Race  Qnestioa. 

Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  Aa- 
dover) :  To  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether,  looking  at  the  recent  trouble' 
which  arose  in  South  Africa  through  the 
finger-print  orders,  and  as  we  have  no 
Imperial  opinion  about  the  race  question, 
be  would  communicate  with  the  self- 
governing  Colonies  as  to  the  desirability 
of  a  Commission  which  should  elaborate 
an  imperial  scheme  to  anticipate  such 
events  by  a  common  understanding. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Chvrdull)  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  haa 
recently  stated  in  the  House  of  Lorda 
his  reasons  for  deprecating  the  line  of 
action  suggested,  and  I  would  therefore 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  that  statement 
which  was  made  on  the  17th  February. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Fife  Ooast  and  the  Coastguard  Service. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  anv 
changes  are  contemplated  on  the  Fife 
coast  with  regard  to  stations  or  personnel 
of  the  Coastguard  service. 

Thb  secretary  to  thb  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Robbbtson,  Dun- 
dee): No  changes  are  contemplated  at 
present  at  any  stations  on  the  ^e  coast. 

Kaval  Promotions. 

Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) : 
I  beg  to  aik  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty what  numbers  have  been  {Hooted 
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reapectivelj  to  the  rank  of  sdmiral,  cap- 
tain, eommander,  Heatenant,  sub-lieuten- 
ant, gunner,  boatswain,  oarpenter, 
Artificer,  and  enginew  since  Ist  April, 
1906;  what  proportion  do  such  promo- 
tions bear  to  the  numbers  of  officers  in 


each  of  the  above  cases ;  and  what  is  the 
increased  pay  consequent  on  such  im- 
prorement  in  rank. 

Mr.  EDMimo  BOBERTSON:  The 
figures  are  as  follows : — 


Bank. 

Number  of 

Officers 
proiDOted. 

Total  number  of 
Officers  at  the 

PeroentafiB  of 
promoti<»a 
to  totaL 

Bear-Admiral 

34 

96  (a) 

36 

Captain 

65 

200 

26 

Commander 

101 

368 

37 

Ueutenant  -      .  - 

391 

1,677  (J) 

33 

Sub-Lieutenant  - 

396 

86 

Gunners      -      -  j 
Boatswains  •      -  j 

92 

1,181  (c) 

8 

SignfU  Boatswains 

6 

67  (d) 

9 

Carpenters  - 

7 

271  (e) 

3 

Artificer  Engineers 

21 

426(0 

6 

(b)  Including  those  promoted  from  chief  warrant  rank, 
{c)  Including  chief  gunners  and  chief  boatswains. 
{d)  Including  chief  signal  boatswains. 


(e)  Including  chief  carpenters. 
If)  Including  chief  artificer  engineers. 

As  regards  the  last  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, full  details  of  the  pay  of  all  ranks 
and  ratings  in  the  service  will  be  foimd 
in  the  Quarterly  Navy  Lisl^  pages  773 
to  822. 

Becroits'  XTnifimna. 
Mr.  BBIDGEMAN  (Shropshire, 
Oswestry)  :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Secretuy 
of  State  for  War  if  he  is  aware  that  men 

recruited  at  the  Oxford  depot  were  not 
supplied  with  uniforms  for  several  weeks 
after  joining  the  colours,  and  therefore 
had  to  be  confined  to  barracks ;  and  if 
this  is  due  to  the  redaction  lately  enforced 
in  the  stock  of  Army  clothing  Icept  at  the 
4epot 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  foe 
IfTAB  (Mr.  Haldank,  Haddington) :  ThU 
lej^ent  is  now  being  supplied  with  the 


new  green  cap.  There  appears  to  have 
been  an  abnormal  demand  for  the  small 
sizes,  and  some  delay  in  the  issue  was  caused 
thereby.  It  was  in  no  war  due  to  any 
reduction  of  stock  of  Army  olothing.  The 
recruits  were  allowed  to  go  out  of 
barracks  in  khaki  uniform,  so  no  recruit 
has  at  any  time  been  confined  to  barracks 
for  want  of  clothing  or  caps. 

Oamliy  Bamcks  in  Itefftland. 

Mr.MITCHELL-THOMSOK  (Lanadc- 
shire,  N.  W.)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  selection  of  sites  for  cavalry 
barracks  in  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  t  The  matter  is  still 
under  consideration,  and  no  information 
can  be  furnished  for  somi 
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Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemaa  explain  the  reason 
of  the  delay  in  carrying  out  his  promise  ! 

Mr.  HALDANE  was  understood  to 
say  the  reason  was  that  the  Government 
had  to  make  the  barracks  fit  their 
policy  and  not  the  policy  fit  the  barracks. 

♦Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  yet  decided  how  to  utilise  the  ground 
belonging  to  the  War  Office  at  Dumfries. 

Mr.  YOUNGKE  (Ayr  Burghs)  wished 
to  know  if  arrangements  had  been  made 
to  train  the  Yeomanry  along  with  the 
Begakr  Forces. 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order.  That 
<ioe8  not  arise  from  the  Quwtdon  on  the 
Paper. 

Major  ANSTRUTHEE-GRAY  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  ho  could 
gire  any  indication  when  he  could  make 
4  statement  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  No^  sir. 

Mr.  watt  ^Glasgow,  College) :  Will 
there  be  a  Royal  visit  to  Scotland  shortly 
and  will  not  cavalry  be  required  in 
connection  with  that  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order. 

Transfer  of  Officers. 
Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin.  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  compulsory  transfer  of 
officers  from  one  regiment  to  another, 
■caused  by  the  recent  disbandment  of 
certain  units,  imposes  a  considerable 
amount  of  hardship  and  expense  on  the 
officers  concerned,  and  that  such  transfers 
generally  necessitate  a  change  of  stations 
vhich  are  sometimes  at  considerable 
distances  from  each  other ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
relieving  officers  from  personal  expense 
in  connection  with  such  transfen. 

Mb.  HALDANE :  As  I  have  already 
oiplwned  to  the  House,  officers  so  trans- 
ferred will  be  compensated  for  any  neces- 
aaiy  expense  entailed  in  change  of 
uniform.   They  will  also  receive  the 
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rogttlation  allowances  ibr  travelling 
expenditure. 

ICahanJah  of  Baroda's  Administration. 

Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds.  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  is  aware  that  in  the  Native  State  of 
Baroda  the  Maharajah  has,  with  the  help 
of  his  Ministers,  separated  the  judicial 
from  the  executive  functions,  restored 
local  self-government  in  the  form  of  the 
the  ancient  village  Panchayat,  insti- 
tuted primary  education,  compulsory  and 
universal,  throughout  the  State,  and  has 
further  instituted  thffreform  of  popularly, 
elected  members  in  the  Legislative 
Council ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Council 
of  India  will  consider  such  reforms,  with 
a  view  of  suggesting  to  the  Viceroy  in 
Council  their  application  to  other  Native 
States,  and  to  India  as  a  whole  1 

The  secretary  of  STATE  i-or 
INDIA  (Mr.  MoELRY,  Montrose  Burghs) :  I 
am  aware  of  the  measures  recently  intro- 
duced in  Baroda  ;  their  results  will  be 
watched  with  interest,  and  will  be  con- 
sidered in  their  bearing  on  Indian  adminis- 
tration generally.  But  I  need  hardly  say 
that  I  cannot  undertake  forthwith  to 
suggest  the  introduction  of  simiUr 
measures  in  the  whole  of  British  India, 
and  I  certainly  cannot  interfere  with  the 
discretion  of  the  rulers  of  other  States. 

Indian  Penal  Code-Press  ProMcntlona. 

Mr.  O'GRADY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  in 
view  of  the  prosecution  and  sentence  of 
printerfl  and  editors  of  papers  in  India 
generally  to  long  terms  of  rigorous  im- 
prisonment and  heavy  amounts  in  fines 
under  the  Indian  Penal  Code  for  carrying 
on  the  propaganda  of  nationalism,  and  lu 
it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  such  pro- 
paganda without  transgressing  the  terms 
of  the  code,  he  will  take  steps  to  amend 
the  code  so  that  constitutional  reform 
agitation  shall  be  exempt  from  its 
operation. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  refer  to  Section  124a  of  the  Indian 
Penal  Code,  under  which  the  prosecu- 
tions to  which  he  refers  have  taken  place 
he  will  find  that  it  includes  this  prol 
vision  :  "  Comments  expressing  disappro- 
bation of  the  measures  of  the  f?ovemment 
with  a  view  to  obUin  their  alteration  bx 
lawful    means,    witjiout  exdlbiy^SK 
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attempting  to  excite  hatred,  contempt,  or 
diaaffection  do  not  constitute  an  oH'ence 
under  this  section."  I  am  not  prepared 
to  extend  the  exemption  to  forms  of 
a^tation  auch  as  cannot  be  brought 
within  this  description. 

Mb.  O'GRADY  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  the 
Bovisability  of  exempting  from  the 
operation  of  the  Penal  Code  such 
acta  as  came  within  the  propaganda  of 
nationaliam. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  I  cannot  exempt  any- 
from  the  operation  of  the  Penal 

Mb.  O'GRADY  asked  whether  it  was 
not  possible  to  frame  some*  new  law 
to  deal  especially  with  casra  of  this 
character. 

Mb.  MOBLEY:  lam  asked  to  intro- 
duce a  new  law  allowing  anybody  to 
agitate  for  a  change  of  Government  and 
excite  or  attempt  to  excite  "  hatred,  con- 
tempt and  disaffection."  I  do  not  think 
I  could  be  responsible  for  a  change  of 
law  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  O'GRADY  asked  whether  they 
were  to  imderstand  that  the  Government 
of  India  wished  to  put  an  end  to  the  pro- 
paganda of  nationalism  in  India,  because 
it  was  impossible  to  carry  it  on  under  the 
terms  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Mb.  MORLEY:  They  can  aglUte  as 
much  0,1  they  please,  but  they  must  not 
break  the  law  by  deliberately  exciting 
hatred,  contempt,  and  disaffection. 

Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) 
asked  whether  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
ubt  aware  that  a  learned  Chief  J  ustice  in 
India,  when  he  was  only  Justice  in  the 
Bombay  Court,  defined  the  word  "  dis- 
affection "  in  the  section  as  meaning  want 
of  affection. 

Mb.  MORLEY :  My  hon.  Mend  must 
be  BO  good  as  to  give  me  notice  of  that. 

Oolonial  Office  Legal  Appointments. 

•Mr.  WATT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  -  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  t^e  Regulations  as  to  Legal  Ap- 
pointments   of    the    Colonial  Office 


(No.  117,  Third  Edition,  page  4) 
candidates  are  instructed  that  the  maxi- 
mum age  for  application  is  forty 
years,  yet  that  candidates  have  been 
informed  that  they  are  too  old,  although 
only  thirty-five  years  of  age  at  the  date 
of  the  reply ;  and,  if  so,  wul  he  in  future 
see  that  the  regulations  issued  ccunrespond 
with  the  methods  of  the  office. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOB  THB  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N-W.) :  The 
limit  of  age  for  candidates  for  legal 
appointments  is  forty  years,  and  for 
administrative  appointments  thirty-five 
years ;  and  I  nave,  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  practice  followed 
in  dealing  with  applications  is  out  of 
harmony  with  the  regulations  issued. 
I  understand  that  the  case  to  which 
my  hon.  friend  refers  ia  that  of  a 
candidate  who  was  not  considered  to  be 
suffioiently  qualified  for  a  legal  ai^int- 
ment  He  was,  however,  carefully 
considered  for  an  administrative  appoint- 
ment until  he  had  passed  the  age  limit 
for  those  posts. 

*Mr.  WATT :  Is  it  an  essential  quali- 
fication under  the  present  regime  that  a 
candidate  should  not  be  a  member  of 
the  Liberal  Party  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  think  it  very 
undesirable  to  introduce  principles  of 
that  kind. 

Trinidad— Fines  on  Bailway  Emploraes. 

Mb.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  can  state  the  total 
amount  received  by  the  Government  of 
Trinidad  dimng  the  years  1906-7  in  the 
shape  of  fines  imposed  on  railway  em- 
ployees for  various  offences,  as  also  the 
amount  for  each  year  distributed  to 
deserving  men  out  of  siich  moneys  in  the 
shape  of  Donuses  and  rewards. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  not  received  the  figures  for 
the  year  1906-7,  but  for  the  year  1905-& 
the  fines  received  amounted  to  X26  5s.  6d.» 
and  the  gratuities  paid  amounted  to 
£32  7b.  lid. 

Trinidad— LegislatiTe  Oonncil'a  Fiaaace 
Committee. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
tAie  Undei^r^t^^^t^fgior  the 
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Ooloniea  if  be  ie  awue  that  the  meetmgs 
of  the  finanoe  committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  of  Trinidad  are  held  with 
cloeed  doore,  and  that  the  taxpayers  have 
no  knowledge  as  to  its  deliberations; 
■and,  if  so,  can  he  state  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  take  action  with  a  view  to 
the  me•tiI^;B  of  such  committee  being  of 
■a  more  open  character  in  the  future. 

Mr.  CHUSCHILL  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  understands  that,  under  the  Stand- 
ing Order  of  the  liOgialative  Council  of 
Tnnidad,  the  Gknremment  of  that  Colony 
consults  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Finance  before  submitting  to  the  Council 
votes  entailing  expenditure  from  public 
funds.  My  noble  friend  has  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
the  Standing  Committee  deliberate  on 
(he  propoeaTs  made  to  them  by  the 
GoTemmentt  but  he  considers  that  at 
this  preliminary  stage  of  considering 
expenditure  it  is  only  proper  that 
publicity  should  be  avoided.  Full  oppor- 
tunity for  discussion  in  ^blic  arises  when 
the  report  of  the  Committee  is  presented 
to  the  Council. 

Bast  IndiaoB  In  Trinidad. 
Mr.  SUMMERBEU.:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  has  received  from  the 
Trinidad  Working  Men's  Association  a 
communication  to  the  effect  that,  owing 
to  the  number  of  East  Indian  and  West 
Indian  labourers  unemployed  in  the  town 
and  country  districts  of  the  colony,  and  to 
the  number  of  East  Indians  unemployed 
inhabiting  public  lodging-houses  licensed 
by  ordinance,  and  owing  also  to  the  pre- 
dominance of  crime,  particularly  among 
East  Indians,  the  association  protests 
against  the  importation  of  another  2,400 
East  Indian  immigrants,  as  set  out  in  the 
application  by  the  Protector  of  Immi- 
eranta  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Colony  at  its  meeting  of 
17th  February,  1908,  and  feels  the  time 
has  arrived  that  any  further  importation 
of  such  coolies  should  be  at  once  stopped ; 
and)  if  so,  can  he  state  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  accede 
to  such  latter  request. 

Mr.  CHUBCHILL;  No.  Sir.  No 
such  oommunioation  has  been  received. 

White  Labour  in  the  Transraal  Mines- 
Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westry) :  I  beg  to  ask  Uie  Imder-Secre- 
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tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  how  many 
of  the  Chinese  miners  who  have  been 
repatriated  have  been  replaced  in  the 
Transvaal  mines  by  white  miners  of 
British  origin. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  None,  Sir,  as  far 
as  I  am  aware.  The  Chinese  were  by  law 
restricted  to  unskilled  labour,  and  their 
places  ue  being  t^n  by  Kaffirs. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  G^tleman  not  aware 
that  a  member  of  the  Government  sitting 
besidethe  right  hon.  Gentleman  announced 
that  if  the  Chinese  were  withdrawn 
50,000  white  men  would  find  work  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  am  not  aware 
that  that  statement  was  made,  but  if  it 
were  made  it  could  scarcely  be  more 
absurd  than  the  statement  of  Lord  Milner 
that  for  every  10,000  Chinese  there 
would  be  1,000  white  men  employed. 

Dinizulu. 

Mr.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  Rush- 
clilfe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  Dinizulu 
is  still  confined  in  prison ;  whether  he 
has  yet  been  informed  of  the  specifio 
charges  laid  against  him,  with  full  particu- 
lars of  names,  dates,  and  places  respecting 
them ;  whether  he  has  free  and  unre- 
stricted aooess  to  such  legal  advisers  as  he 
may  desire  and  can  receive  visits  from 
friends }  and  whether  a  date  has  yet  been 
fixed  for  his  trial. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Dinizulu  is  stiU 
confined  to  prison.  Perhaps  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  read  the  recent  tele- 
graphic correspondence  on  this  subject 
generally,  which  will  give  the  fullest  in- 
formation in  the  possession  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  On  19th  March  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  telegraphed  to  theGovenior 
of  Natal  as  follows : — "  I  am  sorr^  to 
have  to  recur  to  Jellicoe's  altegattons, 
but  I  am  pressed  for  reply  in  detail  to 
several  points  and  I  desire  to  be  in  a 
position  to  do  full  justice  to  your  Ministers 
if  and  when  they  are  assailed  on  any 
particular  ground,  (a)  Have  Dinizulu  s 
advisers  frnl  access  to  all  statements  and 
depositions  which  are  being  used  by  or 
before  the  magistrate  with  liberty  to 
cross-examine  witaesses  upon  them  t  (b) 
Are  they  permitted  to  make  inspection 
of  papers,  etc,  t^n^  |n@^^^f^'s 
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etutody  1  (e)  Are  lk«y  or  their  agents 
permitted  to  n>  into  Zululand  to  ooHect 
evidence  for  we  defence,  wad  if  not,  when 
will  they  be  allored  to  do  so  1   (S)  Can 

you  also  give  me  any  further  information 
as  to  the  foundation  for  allegations  of 
undue  delay  by  the  examining  magistrate : 
of  coercion  under  martial  law  to  si^n 
depositions,  and  of  brow-beating  of  wit- 
nesses in  Court  1   All  these  points  are 
the  subject  of  inquiry.    I  am  also  anxious 
for  some  information  (e)  as  to  the  deten- 
tion of  Mankulumana  and  Mgwago  in 
addition  to  Dinizulu.   In  England  as  you 
know  a  man  cannot  be  detained  in  prison 
without  formulating  some  definite  sworn 
information  against  him,  or  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  would  promptly  issue. 
It  is  a  matter  of  comment  that  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  similar  means  of 
securing  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in 
Natal,  and  that  men  may  be  detained 
indefinitely  in    gaol  without  redress. 
Any  information  you  can  send  me  to 
rebut  this  position  will  be  most  welcome." 
On  the  27th  the  following  answer  was 
received  — "  Ministers  have  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  telegram  of  19th  March  in 
terms  of  the  following  Minute  of  acting 
Attorney  -  General.     The  preparatory 
examination  in  Dinuzulu's  case  is  pro- 
ceeding in  ordinary  course  before  the 
tribunals  created  by  law  for  the  purpose. 
Government  have  no  control  over  such 
tribunals  and  are  neither  responsible  nor 
can  they  be  required  to  answer  for  the 
proceedings  there.    If  any  impropriety 
or  injustice  takes  place  a  remedy  can  be 
sought  in  the  higher  Courts,  but  no 
appUoation  has  hitherto  been  made  for 
such  relief.   But  in  so  far  as  (Government 
may  wish  to  be  in  a  position  to  answer 
the  specific   questions  asked   by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  I 
take  them  in  turn,    (a)  Yes;  Dinuzulu's 
advisers  have  full  access  to  all  state- 
ments and  depositions  used  by  or  before 
the  magistrate  with  liberty  to  cross- 
examine  witnesses  on  them.    Counsel  for 
DinuKulu  is  always  present,  sometimes 
two  counsel,    {b)   The  papers  taken 
from  Dinuzulu's  custody,  of  which  there 
is    cxmsiderable  quantity,    are  bemg 
translated  for  my  information.    Up  to 
the  present  I  have  not  considered  them 
nor  have  I  allowed  them  to  be  inspected 
by  Dinuzulu's  solicitors,    (c)  Up  to  the 
present  permission  has  not  as  far  as  I  am 
aware  been  given  to  Dinuzulu's  solicitors 
to  go  to  Zululand  to  collect  evidence. 


Proper  opportunities  will  be  given  what 
the  fitting  time  arrives.    I  cannot  advise 
that  permission  be  given    yet.  (d) 
There    has  been   no    undue  delay: 
evidence  has  been  brought  forward  as 
quickly  as  possible.    Any  allegations  of 
coercion  under  martial  law  to  sign  de- 
positions would  be  to  the  best  of  my 
information  entirely  baseless.  Accnsst- 
tion  of  brow-beating  in  Court  would  be- 
equally    untrue,     (e)  Preparatoxy  ex- 
aminations    are    proceeding  against' 
Mankulamana  and  Mgwago  on  charges- 
of  treason.    Certain  general  questions^ 
are  asked  regarding  the  necesmty  ot 
definite   sworn  information.    I  need, 
merely  say  that  none  of  the  prisoners- 
have  been  arrested  except  upon  swonfc 
information  and  warrants  granted  by 
judicial  authority.    The  course  followed, 
has  been  that  prescribed  by  the  long 
established  law  of  the  Colony  and  of  Cape- 
Colony  before  Natal  was  annexed.  Some 
of  our  forms  difi*er  from  those  of  English 
law,  but  our  system  is  equally  founded  on. 
principles   of   justice    and  fairness." 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal^ 
S) :  Has  not  the  Cape  Premier  com- 
plained of  this  *'  damnable  interference  1 

«Ma.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  That 
dooa  not  arise  on  this  Question. 

Mr.  LEHMANN  (Leicestershire,  Mar- 
ket Harborough) :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  by  protracting  this  preliminary  ex- 
amination for  an  indefinite  period  no- 
definite  charge  can  be  brought  1 

Mb.  CHUKCHILL  :  My  hon.  friend 
puts  the  case  as  severely  as  it  can  be  put, 
but  I  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to 
rebut  his  interpretation  of  it. 

Mr.  ELLIS :  Has  the  Secretary  of 
State  asked  the  Ministers  of  Natal  when 
the  trial  is  likely  to  take  place ) 

Mb.  CHURCHILL:  Yes;  we  have 
asked  when  the  distinct  charges  will  be 
formulated  and  a  definite  tnal  begun. 
We  are  informed  that  the  preparatory 
examination  is  now  taking  place,  and 
they  cannot  say  when  that  examination 
will  be  finished. 

Opium  Trade  in  the  Straits  SettlamaitB. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Seovtary^f  ^tate 
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for  the  ColooiM  if  he  can  aay  when  the  full 
Beport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Opium 
Trade  in  the  Straits  Settlements  and 
Federated  Malay  States  will  be  laid  upon 
the  IVkble. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  not  yet  received  the  Report  of 
the  Commission,  but  the  Governor  of  the 
Straits  Settlements  will  be  asked  to  state 
when  it  may  be  expected. 

The  Treaty  of  Paris. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  {Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  any 
one  of  the  Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty 
of  Paris  in  1856  has  proposed  that  it 
should  be  modified  in  any  way. 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick)  :  There 
wore  seven  Powers  who  were  parties  to 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  I  can  answer 
Questions  only  respecting  the  action  of 
His  Majesty's  Government.  We  are  not 
engaged  in  any  negotiation  respecting 
any  modification  of  the  Treaty,  nor  am  1. 
aware  that  any  such  is  proceeding. 

British  Trawlers  and  tiie  Norwegian 
Flag. 

Mr.  WATT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Norway  three  years  ago 
passed  a  measure  prohibiting  trawlers 
owned  in  Britain  registering  under  the 
flag  of  Norway,  but  that  that  Act  was 
not  retrospective,  and  that  it  is  therefore 
only  vessels  registered  in  Norway  before 
that  date  which  at  present  work  in  the 
Moray  Firth ;  and  whether,  in  \new  of 
the  fact  that  the  Norwegian  Government 
is  in  no  way  sympathetic  to  the  action  of 
these  Xrawlers,  he  will  not  oppose  the 
carrying  out  of  the  unanimous  decibiou 
of  the  tfadges  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

SutBDWABD  ORET:  I  am  generally 
aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  Norwegian 
law  on  the  subject,  and  can  com- 
monicate  them  to  the  hon.  Member  if  he 
desires  it.  In  answer  to  the  last  part  of 
ibe  Question,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  Answer  given  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  on  the  26th, 
which  stated  the  policy  not  of  a  Depart- 
ment bat  <A  the  GoTemment. 


Wimbledon  and  Clapham  Junction  Oab 
Drivers. 

Mr.  wiles  (Islington,  S.) .  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  petitions  sent  to  him  signed  by 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as 
the  local  cab  drivers  of  the  district,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  opening 
to  all  cab  drivers  Wimbledon  station  and 
the  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  side  of  Clapham  Junction. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.) :  As  regards 
Wimbledon  station,  the  petition  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  has  been  care- 
fully considered,  but  according  to  the 
information  I  have  so  far  received  the 
retention  of  the  privilege  system  there 
seems  to  be  desirable  in  order  to  secure 
a  sufficient  supply  of  cabs  for  the 
proper  accommodation  of  the  public 
As  regards  the  London,  Brighton,  and 
South  Coast  Railway  station  at  Clapham 
Junction,  I  have  just  heard  from  the 
Company  that  their  contract  for  privilege 
cabs  expired  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
that  from  that  date  the  station  is  open 
to  all  cab  drivers  on  the  conditions 
obtaining  at  London  terminal  stations. 
I  am  issuing  a  formal  order  to  that  effect. 

The  Licensing  Bill. 

Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  can  give 
the  number  of  licensed  houses  closed  in 
Manchester  under  the  operation  of  the 
Licensing  Act  of  1904 ;  whether  opposi- 
tion was  offered  to  such  closing;  what 
was  the  sum  paid  in  compensation ;  what 
proportion  of  the  compensation  was  paid 
to  the  tenants ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
record  of  any  compensation  paid  to  the 
workmen  or  servants  who  lost  situations 
through  the  closing  of  houses. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  AU  the  available 
information  in  answer  to  this  Question  is 
contained  in  the  annual  volumes  of 
licensing  Statistics.  It  appears  from 
them  that  139  licensed  premises  have 
been  closed  in  Manthester  under  the 
Licensing  Act,  1904,  and  that  a  total 
sum  of  £107,128  was  paid  in  compensa- 
tion, of  which  about  7  ner  cent,  wept  to 
the  licence-holders;  byXjOOglC 
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Mil  CLYNES  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  has  not  answered  the  last  part  of 
my  Question.  Have  the  Government 
oontemplated  making  provision  in  the 
Licensing  Bill  which  will  ensure  oompen- 
satioa  being  paid  to  displaced  workmen  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  must  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  Bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.) : 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  formed 
any  estimate  of  the  number  of  people 
who  will  be  thrown  out  of  employment 
if  the  Licensing  Bill  becomes  law  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, order.  Notice 
should  be  given  of  that  Question,  which 
is  rather  far  &om  the  Question  on  the 
Paper. 

Death  from  Anthrax  at  Bradford. 

Mr.  JOWETT  (Bradfoni,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  death,  on 
the  8th  instant,  of  a  man  named 
Michael  Quigley,  of  Bradford,  from 
anthrax,  contracted  whilst  handling 
dirty  cheap  foreign  wool  for  Messrs. 
Campbell  and  Harrison,  woolcombera,  of 
Shipley ;  if  he  is  aware  that  the  wool  in 
its  duaty  state  was  thrown  down  to 
Quigley  from  the  room  above  through  a 
trap  door ;  and  what  steps  he  is  taking 
to  protect  working  people  whose  anxiety 
to  earn  a  livelihood  forces  them  to  work 
under  such  dangerous  conditions. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  received 
a  report  on  this  case,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  wool,  after  opening,  was 
sent  down  a  shoot  for  bleodiDg  purposes 
in  the  room  below,  but  that  the  whole  of 
it  had  been  opened  over  a  fan  in  order 
to  remove  dust  and  dirt,  and  that  in  order 
still  further  to  reduce  the  risk  from  dust^ 
the  shoot  is  provided  with  swing  doors 
half  way  down  which  break  the  fall  of 
the  material.  X  am  informed  that  tho 
regulations  are  fully  observed  at  the 
factory  and  that  the  firm  are  voluntarily 
observing  additional  precautions,  includ- 
ing the  provision  of  respirators,  the 
opening  of  all  material  over  the  opening 
boards  and  the  washing  of  all  material  in 
a  disinfectant  liquid.  I  am  causing 
further  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  whether 
any  additional  measures  can  be  taken  to 
reduce  the  danger  at  the  blending  heap. 
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Mb.  KILBRIDE  (EUdare.  S.): 
Whence  was  this  wool  imported  1 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  find  oat. 

Hamstead  Oolliery  Disaster. 
Dr.  HAZEL  (West  Bromwich) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  whether  he  will 
direct  a  formal  investigation  to  be  made 
of  the  fire  which  occurred  at  the 
Hamstead  Colliery,  South  Stafibrdshire, 
on  the  itfa  March,  by  which  over  twenty 
lives  were  lost,  and  of  the  causes  and 
circumstances  of  the  accident,  including 
the  condition  of  the  mine  at  the  time  <h 
the  accident. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Yes,  Sir.  I  have 
already  made  arrangements  for  this 
puroose.  The  investigation  will  be  held 
by  Professor  Redmayne,  of  Birmingham 
University. 

Dr.  HAZEL:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  the  investigation 
will  take  place ) 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  preliminary 
steps  will  be  taken  this  week. 

Motor  *Bna  Boutra. 
Sir  HENRY  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  TJniveraities) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  there  is  an  authority 
which  can  restrict  the  use  by  motor 
omnibuses  of  narrow  thoroughfares,  where 
a  maximum  of  danger  and  of  vibration 
to  neighbouring  buildings  is  caused, 
instead  of  wider  alternative  routes,  and 
whether  there  is  any  periodically 
recurring  inspection  of  these  vehicles,  so 
as  to  detect  the  increased  vibration  caused 
by  the  inferior  and  rapidly  deteriorating 
machinery  used  by  certain  companies. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  Answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  As  regards  the  second,  every 
motor  omnibus  is  inspected  at  least  once 
a  year  when  it  comes  up  for  its  annual 
licence.  Besides  underling  liiia  annual 
inspection,  motor  ommbuses  are  often 
re^rted  and  ordered  off  die  Btreete  for 
noise  and  vibration.  Each  such  order 
entails  fresh  inspection  before  the  vehicle 
is  permitted  to  use  the  streets  again.  It 
must  be  rememfew^. ,  ^OK«ver^  ^that 
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iHiiae  and  Tibration  ue  often  largely  due 
to  aneven  road  aurfaoes. 

SijR  HENRY  CfiAIK :  But  have  the 
public  no  security  whatsoever  against  the 
oupidity  of  rival  companies  in  choosing 
routes  entirely  without  regard  to  public 
oonTenienee  t 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir.  The 
law  does  not  authorise  the  police  to 
relate  the  traffic  in  that  way. 

Import  Datiea  Abroad. 

Mr.  J.  F.  MASON  (Windsor) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  can  give  information 
■8  to  the  amount  per  head  of  population 
derived  from  import  duties  in  the  three 
fdlowing  countries,  viz.,  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  Glermany. 

Thi  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Gkorgk,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  The  net  revenue  from 
imoort  duties  (after  deducting  drawlxicks 
and  refundii)  was  equivalent  in  the  last 
completed  financial  year  to  the  following 
sums  per  annum  per  head  of  population  : 
United  Kingdom  ISs.  3d.,  United  States 
of  America  Ifis.  9d.,  Germany  9s.  6d. 

Bailwar  Snpoannnation  Funds. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle  on  Tyne)  : 
I  hee  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  can  say  whether  an  inquiry 
into  the  question  of  railway  superannua^ 
turn  and  pension  funds  will  be  held ;  and, 
if  so,  when  the  Committee  will  be 
s^^i^ed  and  what  form  the  inquiry 

*Mr.  LLOYD  -  GEORGE  :  I  have 
arranged  to  appoint  a  Departmental 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  constitu- 
tion, rules,  administr.itioD,  and  financial 
|)oeition  of  the  Superannuation  and 
similar  Funds  of  Railway  Companies. 
The  oomposition  of  the  Committee  will 
be  announced  shortly. 

Mr.  HUDSON :  Will  the  terms  of 
reference  cover  other  traction  cumpauies, 
such  as  tramways  1 


•Mk  LLOYD^JEORGE  :  No.  I  can- 
not say  that  I  contemplate  including 
tramways. 


Foreign  Powers  and  the  British  Patent 
Laws. 

Mr.  haddock  (Lancashire,  North 
Lonsdale)  :  1  be^  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  any 
representations  have  been  made  by  Ger- 
many or  any  other  Foreign  country 
regsrding  the  new  Bntish  Patent  Law  1 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ebarlie7,  Devonport) : 
Representations  have  been  made  from 
Germimy  and  the  United  States  with 
regard  to  certain  provisions  of  the  new 
Patents  and  Designs  Act  which  affect 
patents  worked  wholly  or  exclusively 
abroad. 

Omnts  to  Distress  Oommittees. 

Mr.  .  CLYNES :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  has  considered  the 
opinion  in  the  Report  of  the  Association, 
01  Municipal  Corporations  that,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  Un- 
employed Act,  Exchequer  ^;rants  should 
be  made  to  distress  committees  for  the 
payment  of  wages  to  those  employed 
under  the  Act  on  works  of  public  utility  f 
whether  he  was  asked  to  receive  a 
deputation  to  hear  the  views  of  the 
association ;  and  whether  he  can  now 
make  any  statement  on  his  promise  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commission  the  suggestion  to  report 
at  once  their  recommendations  respecting 
unemployment,  with  a  view  to  immediate 
action  being  taken  by  the  House  to  meet 
the  demand  for  work. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thk  LOCAL- 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  As  regards  the 
I  first  two  points  in  the  Question  the 
reply  is  in  the  affirmative.  I  have  com- 
municated to  the  Royal  Commission  the 
suggestion  referred  to  in  the  last  part  of 
it,  but  I  am  not  able  to  make  any  state- 
ment as  to  the  course  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  them  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  CLYNES :  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  decline  to  receive  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corporations  1 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Yes,  I  declined 
to  receive  that  particular  deputadon, 
because  I  had  received  , 
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deputations  upon  points  which  they  were 
anxious  to  diacass. 

Mr.  CLYNES:  Hai  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  formed  any  conclusions  on 
the  OfHnions  expressed  in  the  report  of 
the  Association  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Several. 

Mr.  CLYNES;  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prepared  to  annotuico  them  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  At  this  mooient, 
no,  sir. 

Corporal  Poniahment  in  Battle  Work- 
house- 

Mr.  CLYNES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  with  reference  to  the 
case  of  a  boy  in  Battle  workhouse  who 
was  given  six  strokes  with  a  cane  on  the 
bare  back  by  the  master,  he  has  yet 
received  a  report  from  the  Battle 
guardians,  together  with  statements  in 
writing  from  the  master  and  the  medical 
officer  of  Battle  workhouse;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the  majority  of  the  Battle 
guardians  disapproved  of  the  stripping  of 
the  boy  in  this  instance,  and  that  the 
use  of  corporal  punishment  is  disallowed 
in  the  case  of  girls  in  workhouses,  he 
will  prohibit  in  future  the  infliction  of 
coiporal  punishment  on  the  nude  bodies 
of  boys. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  have  received 
the  report  and  statements  referred  to. 
I  do  not  think  that  a  cane  should  be 
used  on  the  raked  body  of  a  boy.  and  I 
find  that  the  guardians  have  instructed 
the  master  not  to  administer  any  corporal 
punishment  on  the  naked  flesh  of  any 
boy  unless  previously  sanctioned  by 
them.  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
take  any  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Shotton  Oonncil  School. 

Mr.  BRID3EMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  if  he  has 
sanctioned  the  building  of  a  new  council 
school  in  the  parisb  of  Shotton,  Flint 
shire,  adjacent  to  a  Church  school  in 
which  the  accommodation  is  282,  and 
the  average  attendance  below  20u,  and 
where  no  lessons  on  the  Catechism  or 
Prayer  Book  are  given  except  to  children 
whose  parents  have  expressed  their  desire 


for  it ;  and  if  he  can  say  why  no  inquiry 
was  held  when  a  petition  signed  by 
116  ratepayers  was  sent  asking  for  an 
inquiry  % 

The  PRBSIOBNT  op  thb  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKbnna.  Mon- 
mouth, N.) :  Yes,  Sir ;  a  new  council 
school  in  this  parish  has  been  sancticmed. 
The  local  education  authority  informs  me 
that  there  are  740  children  of  school  age 
in  the  district,  and  that  the  only  school 
available  is  the  St.  Ethelwold's  Church 
School  accommodating  282  children. 
Many  children  for  whom  accommodation 
should  be  provided  in  Shotton  are  under- 
stood to  walk  a  considerable  distance  to 
other  Bchooli.  In  these  circamstaucea  it 
did  not  appear  to  the  Board  neoessary  to 
hold  a  publio  inquiry  in  order  to  enaUe 
them  to  arrive  at  a  decision. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  :  What  steps  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  those  who 
object) 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  It  is  not  n^cesswy 
to  take  any  steps.  The  local  authoritiea 
are  satisfied  that  accommodation  must  be 
found  for  these  500  children. 

Mr.  BRIDSEMAN  :  Then  it  is  a  case 
of  hearing  only  one  side  1 

Mr.McKBNNA:  No,sir;  but  ttieIo:aI 
authority  must  confonn  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Standing  Committee. 

Sonthampton  Oatholie  Secondary  SchooL 

Mb.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether,  with  reference  to  the  letter 
of  the  19th  March,  addressed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  to  the  mani«er  of 
the  Catholic  Secondary  School  at  South- 
ampton, he  is  aware  that  for  twenty-five 
years  this  school  met  local  reqniremonts, 
and  that  no  application  for  assistance 
from  the  local  education  authority  was 
made ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Otholic  day  scholars  are  more  than  sixty, 
and  not  a  little  more  than  forty  as  stated 
in  the  Board's  letter;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  education  is 
willingly  provided  in  this  school  for 
children  dnwn  from  other  sections  of  the 
population,  and  that  the  local  education 
authority  is  in  favour  of  the  waiver  o£ 
Articles  5,  23.  aB^,?^9|ft|l9gteio»^ 
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he  will  state  when  this  application  will  be 

.granted? 

Mb.  McKENNA:  According  to  in- 
fformation  given  by  the  school  auLhorities 
■to  Hii  Majesty's  Inspector  on  a  visit  to 
this  sckool  between  the  2l8t  and  24th  of 
Kovember  last,  there  were  then  60 
'Catholic  scholars  in  all  in  attendance  out 
.•of  a  total  number  of  134  sdiolara,  but  of 
■the  60  Catholic  scholars,  17  were  boarders, 
leaving  43  Catholic  day  schokrs,  or  little 
•more  than  40  as  stated  in  the  Board's 
letter.  The  argument  drawn  from  the 
^mall  number  of  Catholic  scholars  in  the 
school  has  already  been  the  subject  of 
•debate  iu  this  House,  and  I  must  heg  the 
lion.  Member  to  excuse  me  from  continu 
ing  now  a  discussion  which  cannot  be 
{troperly  concluded  in  the  farm  of  an 
Answer  to  a  Question. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  Then  am  I  to  under- 
stand that  beciuse  this  Catholic  school 
.generously  opened  its  doors  to  Protestant 
children  it  is  to  be  deprived  of  the 
higher  grant  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  No,  nr;  as  I  have 
•explained,  that  is  not  lha  reason  why. 

Mk.  BOLAND:  I  shall  put  a  further 
^^nestion  on  this. 

SaadmaBtera  and  the  New  Education 

Act. 

S»  GEOEGE  SCOTT  ROBERTSON 
<Bradfoid,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  how 
will  a  certain  admittedly  able  and  efficient 
hesLdmaster  under  forty,  and  now  drawing 
■a  salary  of  X240  a  year,  be  provided  for 
if  his  large  non-provided  school  is  aban- 
■doned  altogether  under  the  new  Act,  its 
scholars  bemg  found  places  in  the  neigh- 
bouring schools,  as  would  probably  be  the 
case ;  and  will  the  headmaster  be  compen- 
sated adequately  for  his  loss,  unless  and 
nntil  a  similar  situation  is  found  for  him, 
•or  must  he  go  forth  to  seek  employment 
perhaps  in  a  much  humbler  position  in 
order  to  earn  a  living. 

Mb.  McKENNA:  My  hoa.  friend's 
Question  raiaes  issues  which  can  be  more 
conveniently  dealt  with  in  debate  than  by 
means  of  Question  and  Answer. 

Necessitons  Children. 
Mr.  HADDOCK :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the   Local  Government 
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Board  whether  he  will  state  the  number 
of  children  who  were  reported  by  the 
Children's  Care  Committees  as  neoessitous, 
and  the  number  fed,  in  the  week  ending 
6th  March,  in  London  County  Gounou 
schools ;  and  whether  be  can  also  state 
the  number  of  dinnerless  school  children 
in  the  schools  ot  Berlin. 

Mr.  McKENNA :  I  understood  from 
a  nempaper  report  that  the  number  of 
schools  rraorted  by  the  Sub-Committee 
on  underfed  children  has  having  neces- 
sitous children  during  the  week  ended 
6th  March,  was  461,  the  number  of 
children  being  46,123.  The  number  of 
children  fed  in  the  461  schools  was 
45,142.  I  have  no  information  as  to  die 
last  paragraph. 

Dog  PoiBonlag  in  Sntherlandihira. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
any  information  has  yet  been  received 
as  to  the  person  or  persons  who  poisoned 
the  crofters'  dogs  last  year  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Badininish,  Skibbo^ 
SuwerUndshire. 

The  SECRETARY  tor  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  I  have 
made  inquiries  from  the  criminal  authori- 
ties and  no  further  information  has  been 
obtained. 

Bcottisb  Local  QoTemmant- 

Major  ANSTRUTHERrGRAY :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land whether  he  can  give  any 
information  aa  to  the  introduction 
of  a  Bill  on  the  lines  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  Bill, 
which  was  withdrawn  in  July  1906,  on 
the  understanding  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  do  so  as  soon  as  time  was 
available. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  still  hope  that 
time  may  be  available  this  session  for  the 
consideration  of  such  a  measure,  but  am 
not  yet  able  to  make  a  definite  promise. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  Can 
the  right  hou.  Gentleman  indicate  a  date 
when  we  may  expect  a  further 
statement  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  am  sorry  I  cannot. 
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Major  ANSTBUTHBR-OBAY  :  Not 
before  Easter  1 

Mr.  SINCLMB:  No,  nr. 

Trawling  outside  Territorial  Waters- 
Ma.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is  aware  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiairs  has  recently  formally  protested 
against  the  Uruguayan  G^overament's 
claims  to  jurisdiction  over  Kiver  Plate 
waters  outside  the  three-mile  limit ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  this  fact,  he  has 
secured  the  support  of  the  Foreign 
Office  to  the  proposals  for  regulating  the 
operations  of  trawlers  outside  territorial 
waters  which  he  is  formulating  for 
submission  to  oUier  Powers. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR ;  I  am  informed  by 

my  right  hon.  friend  that  the  reply  to 
the  first  part  of  the  question  is  id  the 
affirmative.  Any  proposals  to  be  laid 
before  the  Powers  will  be  made  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  Oovemment  as  a 
whole. 

Boy  Clerks. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreiitch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  will  render  every 
assistance  to  boy  clerks  in  their  efforts  to 
secure  suitable  outside  employment ;  and 
for  this  means  will  he  cause  an  employ- 
ment register  containing  full  particulars 
of  thoroughly  trustworthy  boy  clerks, 
who  are  approaching  the  age  of  20, 
together  with  the  names  of  the  firms  who 
are  willing  to  employ  such  boys,  to  be 
kept  at  each  office  in  the  United  Kingdom 
where  boy  clerks  are  employed,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  similar  plui  has  been 
instrumental  in  obtaining  employment 
for  large  numbers  of  telegraph  messengers 
in  the  Post  Office,  who  are  situated  in 
a  somewhat  similar  position  to  boy  clerks 
in  the  Civil  Service. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.RCNCiMAN,  Dews- 
bury)  :  I  fear  that  it  would  be  impractic- 
able to  give  etfect  to  the  hon.  Member's 

Sroposal  in  its  present  form.  But  the 
ivil  Service  Commissioners,  who  keep 
the  register  of  boy  clerks,  will  be  ready 
to  answer  inquiries  from  employers  as  to 
the  quali&cations  of  those  about  to  be 
discharged. 


Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  Can  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aay  why  1 

Mb.  BUNCIMAN:  It  is  the  view 
of  the  Civil  Service  Coromissionersi  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  oontest  it. 

Selling  by  Anction  witiioot  Licence. 

Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury- 
why  Mr.  A.  H.  Wainwright.  ctothiei; 
Knighton,  was  allowed  to  sell  by  auetion 
the  surplus  proviaicms  which  were  over 
from  an  entertainment  at  the  Assembly 
Rooms  at  Knighton  on  10th  Januair* 
last,  seeing  that  he  had  not  an  auctioneer  » 
licence ;  and  why  the  Excise  officer  took 
no  notice  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  matter  wa» 
not  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Excise  officer  until  a  month  after  its 
occurrence,  and  in  view  of  the  trivial 
and  isolated  character  of  the  offence  it 
was  decided  to  overlook  it. 

Mr.  hunt  :  Does  not  an  auctioneer 
have  to  take  out  a  £10  licence  1 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  That  is  sa 

Potato  Disease- 
Ms.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  if  the  latest 
potato  disease  in  Great  Britain,  known  a» 
the  black  scab,  has  made  its  appearance 
in  many  places  ;  if  it  has  made  its  appear- 
ance at  all  in  Ireland ;  and  if  the  Irisb 
Board  of  Agriculture  are  taking  any  Btep» 
to  prevent  its  importation. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  op  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTUBB  FJtt 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.W.  Russell,  Tyroae, 
S.) :  The  Department  have  for  a  consider- 
able time  been  on  the  look  out  for  thi» 
disease,  but  fortunately  so  far  no  evidence 
of  its  presence  in  Ireland  has  been  dis- 
covered. Fearing  its  importation  from 
Great  Britain  with  seed  supplied  under 
the  Seed  Ijoan  Scheme  this  year,  the 
Department  sent  to  the  Local  Oovemment 
Board  for  Ireland  a  printed  descriptioD 
and  illustrations  of  the  disease  with  a. 
request  that  the  same  should  be  furnished 
tj  the  Seed  Inspectors  and  that  those 
officers  should  be  asked  to  examine  care- 
fully imported  seed  for  the  disease.  Thia 
the  Local  Government  Board  havei  done. 
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And  DO  cues  of  the  dueaae  hare  so  far 
been  reported. 

Non-Besidentlal  OnxUiff  Tenants. 

Sir  WALTER  NUGENT  ( Westmeath, 
S.) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
advise  the  Estates  CommiBsioners  in 
futore  not  to  advance  money  to  non- 
reridentiiU  grazing  tenants  for  the  pur- 
chase of  tracts  of  land  held  under  grazing 
leases ;  and  if  he  will  further  recommend 
them  to  make  careful  inquiry  before 
making  any  advances  of  purchase  money 
when  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that 
feandulent  leases  have  been  created  in 
order  to  permit  transfers  of  land  to  be 
made,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Land 
Acts  and  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
Commissioners  themselTee. 

The  attorney -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change ;  for  Mr.  Birrell)  :  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  re^^y  to  Questions 
to  day.  The  Estates  Commissioners 
inform  me  that  they  exercise  the  dis- 
cretion given  to  them  by  the  Act  of  1903 
as  to  the  amounti  if  any,  of  the  advances 
to  be  made  to  non-residential  grazing 
tenants  holding  under  lease.  It  is  Uie 
Comminioners  practice  to  make  careful 
inqmriee  in  all  cases  in  which  they  have 
any  reason  to  suspect  that  fraudulent 
means  are  being  adopted  in  order  to 
obtain  advances. 

Royal  Irish  Oonstabulary. 

Mr.  MULDOON  (Wicklow,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  tbe  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  authorities  have 
refused  to  permit  the  members  of  that  force 
in  Ireland  to  report  as  to  any  cases  of 
infringement  coming  under  their  notice 
of  the  provisions  of  closins;  orders  under 
The  Shop  Hours  Act,  1904,  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
and  left  upon  the  Table  of  this  House ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  members  of  that  force,  who 
have  absolately  nothing  to  do  in  many 
Irish  towns,  might  be  utilised  with  advan- 
tage to  enforce  public  health,  sanitary, 
and  general  statutes,  and  local  by-laws, 
if  not  as  complainants  at  least  as  witnesses 
on  behalf  of  the  local  authorities,  and  thus 
render  some  service  for  the  cost  the 
upkeep  of  the  force  imposes  on  the  nation. 


Mr.  CHERRY:  Tbe  facte  are  nob 
correctly  stated  in  the  Question.  Th» 
police  are  permitted  to  assist  the  local 
authorities  to  the  extent  of  reporting  any 
breaches  of  closing  orders  which  may 
come  under  their  notice,  and  instructiona 
to  that  efTect  are  issued  to  them  whea 
application  for  their  assistance  is  made 
by  local  authorities.  The  police  perform 
a  number  of  duties  under  the  public 
health  and  sanitary  laws,  including  thfr 
reporting  of  offences;  and  in  certain 
cases  they  take  proceedings  for  breachea 
of  county  council  by-laws.  They  cannot,, 
however,  undertake  to  perform  all  the 
duties  which  devolve  upon  the  officers  of 
local  audiorities  in  these  cases. 

Oooldoney  Evicted  Toiants. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  are  taking,  or 
intend  to  take,  any  steps  to  reinstate 
Philip  Reilty,  son  of  the  evicted  tenant, 
in  the  farm  from  which  his  father  waa 
evicted  at  Oooldoney,  county  Longford  ; 
and,  if  not,  will  they  now  take  action  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  reply  is  in  the 
negative.  The  i^plioant  is  employed  aa 
a  derk  in  Dublin,  and  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners do  not  consider  htm  to  be  a 
suitable  person  to  work  a  holding. 

Longford  Orazins  Farms. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  b^  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
portion  of  the  grazing  farms  of  Tully, 
Asnagh,  and  Ardagullion,  at  present  held 
by  Mr.  James  W.  Bond,  D.L.,  was 
at  one  time  in  occupation  of  a  number 
of  Catholic  tenants  who  were  evicted 
from  it  by  Mr.  Bond's  grandfather ;  and,, 
if  so,  will  the  Commissioners  take  any 
steps  to  have  these  tenants  reinstated. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact 
alleged  in  the  Question.  The  only  appli- 
cation for  reinstatement  in  any  of  the 
townlands  mentioned  which  the  Estatea 
Commissioners  have  received  is  one  sent 
by  the  representative  of  a  tenant  evicted 
forty-three  years  ago.  The  applicant 
therefore  is  not  eligible  for  reinstatement 
under  section  2  of  the  Act  oi^WOS^.,]^ 
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Mr  DaToren's  Kiliasona  Estate. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of '  Ireland  whether  he  is 
Aware  that  in  May,  1906,  Mr.  Richard 
Davoren  agreed  to  sell  his  estate  at 
iCillasooa,  County  Longford,  to  his 
tenants  and  to  divide  nis  residential 
holding  at  Kiliasona  amongst  his  said 
tenants ;  whether  the  agreements  to 
purchase  have  yet  been  lodged  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners  ;  and,  if  not,  will 
they  ask  the  landlord  or  his  representative 
ior  an  explanation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  CHERRY;  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  proceedings 
tiave  been  instituted  for  the  sale  to  them 
of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Richard  Davoren, 
•comprising  tenanted,  untenanted,  and 
demesne  lands,  and  including  the  lands 
of  Killaconna.  The  matter  is  at  present 
in  the  hands  of  an  inspector  for  inquiry 
■and  report 

Enockhall  (Grazing  Fana> 
Me.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  Congested  Disiricte  Board  have  com- 
pleted the  purchase  of  a  grazing  farm  at 
Knockhall,  County  RoMommon,  from 
Mr.  McGuire ;  and  whether  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  land,  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  will  have  due  regard  to 
the  fact  that,  in  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, there  are  several  occupiei^  of  small 
uneconomic  holdings,  and  to  the  feeling 
lhat  a  preference  should  be  given  to 
-such  occupiers  of  land. 

Mb.  CHEBBY:  The  Congasted  Vu- 
tricts  Board  have  agreed  to  purchase  the 
property  in  question,  which  is  situate  in 
■a  non-congested  district.  In  such  case 
the  Board,  after  providing  for  the  wants 
-of  congested  districts,  may  enlarge  the 
holdings  of  neighbouring  occupiers  in 
non-congested  districts,  but  under  the 
■existing  law  they  cannot  enlarge  such 
Iioldingft  of  which  the  rateable  value 
exceeds  £5.  Until  the  purchase  has 
1>een  completed  the  Board  cannot  give 
any  undertaking  as  to  how  they  will 
exercise  their  discretion  in  this  particular 
case. 

Curraghmore  Farm. 
Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory):  I      to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 


to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
Mr.  Robert  V.  White,  Stillorgan,  County 
Dublin,  has  created  a  new  tenancy  in  the 
farm  of  Curraghmore,  for  a  term  of 
thirty-one  years,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Peter 
Roe,  who  has  held  the  farm  under  the 
eleven  months  system  for  some  years ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr. 
White  proposes  selling  hit  estate  in 
Queen's  County  to  the  tenants,  and  that 
this  £arm  of  200  acres  is  required  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  small  holdings  in 
the  district,  he  can  say  what  course  the 
Commissioners  are  going  to  adopt  wiUi 
regard  to  this  transaction, 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  received  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Borris  in-Ossory 
branch  of  the  United  Irish  League,  call- 
ing their  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Robert  T.  White,  Stillorgan,  County 
Dublin,  is  endeavouring  to  dispose  of  his 
estate  at  Sheirk,  Curraghmore,  and  else- 
where in  Queen's  County,  to  his  tenants, 
whilst  refusing  to  sell  the  untenanted 
land  to  the  Commit?sioners  for  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  the  uneconomic  holdings  in 
the  locality;  and,  if  so,  can  he  say  whether 
the  Estates  Commissioners  propose  to 
approve  of  this  sale. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners are  not  aware  that  a  tenancy 
of  the  farm  at  Curraghmore  lias  recently 
been  created.  Proceedings  for  the  sale 
of  Mr.  White's  estate  are  pending  before 
ihe  Commissioners,  and  the  vendor  has 
offered  to  sell  to  them  portion  of  his 
untenanted  lands.  The  Commissioneis 
have  expressed  their  willingness  to  pur- 
chase the  lands  at  Kilpurcel  and  I>oon» 
but  are  not  prepared  to  purchase  the 
Curraghmore  farm,  as  it  is  unsuitable  for 
their  purpose.  The  matter  of  the  estate 
generally  is  under  the  Commissioners' 
consideration. 

Borris  inOssory  Untenanted  Lands- 
Me.  DELANY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Lyster  has  refused  the  price  offered  bim 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners  for  his 
untenanted  land  at  Cappagh  and  Monea, 
near  Borris-in-Ossory,  Queen's  County ; 
and  can  he  say  whether  the  Commis- 
sioners propose  putting  the  compulsory 
provisions  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act 
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into  operation  on  this  estate  for  the 
purpose  of  reinstating  William  Phelan, 
an  evicted  tenant,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  those  farms  have  remained  un- 
tenanted ever  since  the  eviction  some 
twenty  years  ago. 

Me.  CHERRY:  Mr.  Lyater  has  re- 
fused the  Estates  Commissioners'  esti- 
mated price  for  the  untenanted  land  in 
^oestioD.  The  case  of  William  Phelan 
u  at  present  in  the  hands  of  an  inspector, 
upon  the  receipt  of  whose  report  the 
Commissioners  will  consider  what  action 
they  should  take  in  the  case. 

Irish  Board  of  Works  Loans. 

Mr.  FFRENCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Irish  Board  of  Worics  refuse  to  lend 
money  to  farmers  to  carry  out  improve- 
ments where  they  hare  made  their 
bargain  with  the  landlord,  and  paying 
him  a  certain  percentage  on  the  purchase 
money,  except  on  the  old  title ;  will  he 
explain  why  the  Board  of  Works  refuse 
to  advance  money  on  the  tenant's  new 
title ;  and  whit  is  the  objection  where 
tenants  have  purchased  within  the  zones 
or  the  bargun  sanctioned  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  BUNCIMAN  :  Loans  to  tenants 
purchasing  under  the  Act  of  1903,  are 
not  refused  by  the  Board  of  Works 
pending  completion  of  sale,  provided  the 
tenants  can  produce  receipts  for  rent 
showing  that,  in  the  event  of  the  sale 
any  cause  falling  through,  they 
would  not  be  liable  for  more  than  twelve 
mcnths  rent— an  arrear  of  a  year's  rent 
bemg  a  barrier  to  a  tenant's  loan.  Pur- 
chasing tenants  cannot  however  be 
treated  as  ownerdj  until  the  fee  simple  of 
their  holdings  has  been  legally  transferred 
to  them  by  the  issue  of  the  lAml 
Commission  Vesting  Order. 

Omagh  PostaiaBter. 

Mr.  MULDOON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  two  telegraph  messengers  in  the 
«n[4oyinent  of  the  Post  Office  were 
Mgsged  in  delivering  religious  tracts 
(hniagh  the  town  of  Omagfa  on  15th 
F^mury  last  when  they  were  supposed 
Co  he  on  duty ;  whether  thia  took  place 
with  the  assent  and  approval  of  the  post- 


master there,  whose  name  was  attached 
to  the  tracts  distributed,  and  whether 
replies  were  requested  to  be  sent  to  the 
postmaster  at  the  post  office ;  whether 
there  is  any  previous  record  against  this 
postmaster  for  similar  proceedings ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  this  action  has 
produced  much  local  irritation;  and 
whether  it  is  in  accordance  wit^  the 
regulations  that  distributions  of  this 
nature  and  character  can  be  made 
gratuitously  by  officials  of  a  public 
department. 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  My  attention  had  already  been 
called  to  the  postmaster's  action,  which 
was  improper  and  indiscreet ;  and  I  had 
taken  such  notice  of  it  as  seemed  to  me 
desirable. 

Education  Bill- 

Mr.  BRID^EMAN  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Prime  Minister  if  he  can  say  when  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Education  Bill 
will  be  taken. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  ASQUITH,  Fifeshire, 
E.) :  I  can  make  no  statement  at  present. 

The  Budget 
Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Worcestershire,  E.) :  Will  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  any  time  before 
Easter  be  able  to  fix  a  date  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Budget — to  indicate  when 
it  is  likely  to  be  brought  in  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  will  consider  that. 

Imprisonment  of  Unemployed  Leaders  at 
Manchester. 

Mr.  CLYNES  asked — in  accordance 
with  private  notice— the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  his 
attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  case  of 
certain  men,  local  leaders  of  a  body  of 
unemployed  at  Manchester,  who  had  been 
sent  to  prison  on  the  unsupported  evi- 
dence of  a  man  who  confessed  he  had 
been  twenty-four  times  in  prison,  and 
whether  he  would  call  for  a  report  of  the 
case  and  consider  the  advisability  of 
reducing  the  sentences  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  case  had  not 
previously  been  brought  to  my  notice.  I 
am  asking  for  a  report  and  will  communi- 
cate wiUt  the  hon  Member. 
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SELECTION  (STANDING  COMBHTTEES.) 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A. 
Mr.  SoHcitor-Qeneral  for  Ireland  and  Dr. 
Shipman  (in  respect  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  (Ireland)  Bill) :  and 
had  amointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Cluses 
(Ireland)  Bill);  Mr.  Russell  and  Sir 
George  White. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NSJF  BILL. 

FIRE  INQUESTS  BILL. 
"To  provide  for  the  holding  of  Fire 
Inquests,"  presented  by  Sir  Henry  Cotton ; 
supported  by  Sir  William  Holland,  Mr. 
Starkey,  Mr^  Lehmann,  Mr.  Yoxall,  and 
Mr.  Richardson  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday  1st  May,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  183.] 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES. 
The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.),  in 
asking  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
make  further  provision  with  respect  to 
University  Education  in  Ireland  said :  In 
describing  the  main  and  salient  features 
of  a  long-premised,  painfuUy  delayed, 
and  much  misunderBtood  measure,  I  think 
I  m\y  safely  promise  to  be  reasonably 
brief.  I  pray  I  may  be  intelligible,  and 
if  heaven  comes  to  my  aid  even  business- 
like. At  all  events  no  accents  of  pirty 
will  mir  the  dignity  of  my  theme,  and 
I  will  promise  to  be  as  dull  as  I  oan.  I 
have  only  one  preliminary  observation 
to  make,  but  I  must  make  it  in  bare 
justice  to  my  old  friend,  former  colleague, 
and  immediate  predecessor  in  the  office 
I  hold.  Mr.  Bryce  has  been  exposed  to 
a  certain  amount  of  fciduhted  criticism 
because,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for 
Washington,  he,  being  stiU  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  knowing  who  his  successor  was 
to  be,  thought  fit  in  Dublin  in  answer  to 
an  important  northern  deputation  to 
give  the  outlines  of  the  University 
measure  which  the  Government  then 
hoped  in  a  short  time  to  be  able  to  in- 
troduce to  the  notice  of  the  House.  It 


has  been  suggested  thst  Mr.  Bryce  was 
hirdly  justified  in  taking  this  course,  that 
he  was  doing  something  which  added 
quite  unnecessarily  to  the  burden  of  his 
successor.  Mr.  Bryce  was  fully  justified 
in  doing  wh^t  he  did.  He  hid  acquainted 
his  colleagues  with  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  his  proposals,  and  he  had  asked 
and  obtained  my  permission  to  receive 
and  address  the  deputation.  He  be- 
lieved, and  I  believed,  and  for  the  matter 
of  that  I  still  believe,  that  it  was  desirable 
and  helpful  that  he  before  leaving  Dublin 
for  good  should  publicly  place  on  record 
what  his  plan  was  and  the  measure — 
the  very  Urge  measure — of  support  which 
that  plan  had  undoubtedly  received. 
But  the  absent  are  always  in  the  wroi^. 
Mr.  Bryce  is  now  absent  in  Washington 
busily,  and  as  I  think  the  House  will 
agree,  nobly,  occupied  in  removing  one 
by  one  all  posrable  causes  of  dispute 
between  ourselves  and  the  United  States, 
p  nd  I  am  sure  no  one  would  wish  that  he 
should  be  exposed  to  any  criticism  in  this 
House  which  he  really  does  not  deaeTve^ 
find  to  which  he  cannot  reply.  Mr.  Bryce 
left  Dublin  for  Washington  ;  and  I  left 
Whitehall  for  Dublin.  When  the  Prime 
Minister,  much  to  my  dismiy  and  amaze- 
ment, for  the  thought  of  going  to  Ireland 
had  never  entered  my  mind,  asked  me 
whether  I  was  wUUng  to  go  there,  I,  witk 
that  banknesB  which  the  ^ime  Minister, 
exhibiting  always  lumself,  is  entitled  to 
expect  from  others,  told  him  that,  were 
it  not  for  the  hope  of  being  able  to  deal 
with  this  University  question,  nothing 
could  induce  me  to  make  myself  respon- 
sible for  a  single  week  for  the  government 
of  IreUnd.  I  had  the  courage  to  believe 
that  this  hope  of  mine  was  not  ground- 
less ;  and  in  puiBuit  of  it  I  am  willing 
to  admit  I  crossed  to  Dublin.  This  Uni- 
versity question  is  not  a  sentimental 
question.  I  disclaim  altogether  the 
notion  of  being  a  man  of  sentiment. 
I  am  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  proper 
provision  of  higher  education  in  Ireljfend, 
cheap*  popular,  and  good — abovej 
good — is,  in  my  judgment  and  the 
ment  of  everyone  who  has  given  a1 ' 
to  the  subject,  a  vital  neoessi'l 
thought  so  before  I  took  up  the  oi 
Chief  Secretary,  and  every  hour 
been  in  it,  every  deputation 
received,  every  resolution  I  hav| 
and  torn  up,  all  the , 
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gained — and  it  has  been  by  no  means 
inconsiderable — has  intensi^d  my  con- 
Tiction  that  Ireland  not  only  needs  it — 
to  tell  the  truth,  we  all  need  it,  this  House, 
as  much  as  any  other  assembly  of  men, 
needs  it — but  what  Ireland  eagerly  needs 
and  demands  is  good  teaching  and  mental 
discipline.  In  thu^^  material,  in  things 
oeoeBsary  foi  the  defence  of  our  island 
home,  we  all  aim  at  being  at  least  twice 
as  B^ng  at  sea  as  any  two  foreign 
nations.  I  only  wish  we  were  equaUy 
bent  on  being  half  as  intelligent  on  land. 
If  hon.  Members  during  their  short  Easter 
hdiday  would  take  the  opportunity  to 
ymb  Strasburg — a  place  which  evokes 
many  bitter,  black  memories,  associated 
as  it  18,  and  has  been  for  centuries  past, 
with  war  and  a  double  aggression — ^they 
would  what  the  people  of  Germany 
are  doing  for  the  people  of  Alsace  ;  and 
I  think  they  would  discover  that,  after 
all,  foreign  Universities  may  do  this 
coontty,  during  every  hour  of  every  day 
of  the  academic  year,  a  considerable 
amount  of  injury  by  way  of  competition. 
Something  his  been  done  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  to  supply  this  un- 
doubted want.  A  great  number — I 
think,  ten — of  teaching  Universities  have 
of  recent  years  sprung  up  among  our 
^at  and  murky  towns — Manchester, 
Liverpool,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  and  last, 
but  by  no  means  least,  Birmingham,  are 
now  being  associated  in  the  minds  of 
their  youi^r  citi^ns,  not  merely  with 
docks  and  warehouses,  not  merely  with 
ihops  and  factories,  least  of  all  with  gaols, 
lonatic  asylums,  and  workhouses,  but 
nobler  Btructures  from  which  are  stream- 
ing forth  the  inspiring  traditions,  the  ever- 
^rengthening  traditions,  of  University  life 
and  training.  Ireland  must  not  be  left  out. 
What  is  the  present  provision  for  uni- 
TOtnty  education  in  Ireland  1  There 
an  two  Universities  in  Ireland,  one 
(onnded  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the 
other  founded  by  Queen  Victoria — two 
hunons  women,  but  separated  by  a 
long  distance  of  time.  The  elder  founda- 
tion ia,  of  courae,  the  University  of 
Doblin,  80  inextricably  entangled  with 
ito  one  College  of  Trinity  as  to  become 
known  thronghout  tiie  world  as  Trinity 
OoDege,  Dublin.  Everybody  knows 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  her  imposing 
ate — one  of  the  noblest  in  Europe —  j 
iiet  magnificent  buildings,  her  famous  i 
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library  with  its  priceless  manuscript^ 
her  gardens,  her  proud  memories  in 
science,  in  literature,  and  in  mathematics. 
Among  its  alumni  are  lawyers,  doctors, 
parsons,  mostly  of  the  Protestant  per- 
suasion, all  the  world  over,  and  I  do 
not  suppose  tliere  is  in  tiiis  House  a 
man,  I  will  not  say  who  is  happy  enough, 
but  who  has  not  at  one  time  or  another 
in  his  li&  been  preached  to,  prescribed 
for,  or  a  worse  and  more  cruel  fate  than 
that,  cross-examined  as  to  character 
by  some  member  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin.  This  great  foundation  is  not 
only  spliendidly  constituted,  but  also 
splendidly  endowed.  Her  revenues  from 
what  may  be  fairly  called  public  sources 
have  been  estimated  at  exceeding  £50,000 
a  year.  He  generosity  of  her  sons,  by 
private  bequests  and  otherwise,  have 
greatly  added  to  her  wealth,  and  the 
fees  of  her  numerous  students  are  no 
more  than  an  increment  of  her  income. 
It  has  been  calculated  that  her  income 
from  all  sources  does  not  fall  far  short  of 
£90,000  a  year.  It  has  been  sometimes 
said  that  she  is  the  richest  college  or 
University  in  our  Empire ;  but  tihis  is 
not  the  case,  for  Bidinburgh,  "  mine  own 
romantic  town,"  as  Scott  called  it,  has 
an  annual  revenue  of  £117,000  a  year, 
and  her  capital  resources  have  been 
lately  calculated  at  £750,000,  which 
leaves  out  of  account  all  her  magnificent 
buildings,  splendid  medical  school, 
McEwan  Hall,  and  all  things  of  that  kind. 
But  though  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  is 
not  so  wealthy  as  Edinburgh,  she  la 
still  comfortably  ofi.  As  Universities 
go.  Trinity,  Dublin,  must  be  pronounced 
in  this  matter  of  religious  tests,  at  all 
events,  to  be  in  the  van  of  progress. 
Roman  Catholics  were  admitted  to  her 
degrees  in  1793.  It  is,  perhaps,  a  little 
remarkable  that  in  a  Roman  Catholic 
country  Roman  Catholics  should  not 
have  been  admitted  to  the  only  University 
in  that  coimtry  until  more  than  200 
years  after  its  foimdation  ;  but  in  these 
matters  it  does  not  do  to  be  too  particular, 
and  so  far  as  the  cash  emoluments  are 
concerned,  everybody  has  been  admitted 
to  them  in  Trinity  without  any  regard 
to  creed  or  religiouB  opinions  nnce  1873 ; 
and  in  this  respect,  although  the  dates 
are  rather  remarkable,  Trinity  contrasts 
favourably  with  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 
With  justice  or  without,  .Trinity  Co^ge 
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lemains  what  she  was  from  the  first, 
a  great,  proad,  and  historical  Protestant 
institution.  She  has  to-day  some 
thousand  students,  of  whom  a  hundred 
or  thereabouts  are  Roraan  Catholics. 
The  number  of  PiesbTterians  is  SYen 
less,  for  the  indiBpoution  of  Presbyterians 
to  come  to  Trinity  is  even  more  marked 
than  that  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  She 
gives  her  degrees  to  women,  whom, 
however,  she  admits  on  merely  passing 
a  written  examination,  without  regard 
to  residence,  ezc^t  so  far  as  that  is 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  examination . 
Ireland's  odier  University — ^the  Royal 
University,  fonnded  in  1879,  replaced 
Queen's,  established  in  1850.  The  Royal 
University  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a 
University  at  all,  for  she  teaches  notlong. 
She  merely  examines,  mainly,  except 
in  the  medical  schools,  by  written  ques- 
tions, all  who  proffer  themselves  for 
that  purpose,  and  she  awards  those 
who  obtam  a  sufficient  number  of  marks 
in  these  examinations  a  degree.  She 
has  no  professors  or  teachers  of  her 
own ;  she  needs  none.  An  army  of 
examiners  serves  her  turn.  Her  buildings 
are  never  crowded  with  students,  save 
for  the  purpose  of  being  examined ; 
her  laboratories  are  empty  save  during 
the  examination  |)eriod;  people  come 
to  the  Royal  Umversity  not  to  learn, 
but  to  answer  questions.  The  Hoyal 
University  has  an  annual  income  of 
£20,000  a  year ;  but  my  old  friend 
"  the  predominant  partner "  must  not 
too  readily  take  credit  to  himself  for 
generosity  in  this  respect  towards  poor 
Ireland,  because  the  whole  of  this 
£20,000  comes  from  the  Irish  Church 
Fund.  What  Ireland  would  be,  or 
where  I  should  be,  without  this  Church 
Fund  I  dare  not  think.  It  is  indeed 
a  horn  filled  with  plenty.  It  took  over 
in  1869,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  bear 
this  in  mind,  the  £26,000  a  year  which 
up  to  that  date  appeared  annually  on 
our  Votes  for  the  maintenance  of  May- 
nooth.  The  £26,000  a  year  was  then 
capitalised  at  fourteen  years*  purchase, 
and  the  siun — a  very  la^e  sum — was 
a  grant  from  the  Insh  Church  Fimd. 
That  was  Mr.  Gladstone's  bargain,  and 
I  quite  agree  with  what  was  said  yester- 
day, that  that  indeed  was  the  day  of 
grants.  If  this  Royal  University  does 
not  teach,  who  does  prepare  for  the 
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degrees  that  University  confers,  who 
does  teach  the  students  who  only  present 
themselves  to  its  walls  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  further  degrees?  These  young 
men  and  women  are  taught  at  one  or 
other  of  four  colleges,  at  Hagee  OoUegSr 
or  private  establishments,  and  in  some 
cases,  not  many,  by  solitary  work.  The 
bulk  of  the  students  who  avail  them- 
selves  of  the   Royal   University  are 
educated   at   these   private  establish- 
ments or  by  solitary  studies ;  the  majority 
of  them  do  not  proceed  from  the  collegea 
I  have  referred  to.    These  four  colleges 
are  the  three  Queen's  Colleges  at  Belfast, 
Cork,  and  Galway,  and  the  Catholic 
University  College  in  Dublin,  so  long  and 
so  honourably  associated  with  the  name 
of  Dr.  Delany,  and  with  which  the 
famous  medical  college  in  Cecilia  Street 
is  closely  allied.    It  may  be  said  to 
form  a  medical  faculty  and  a  medical 
collie  under  the  headship  of  Dr.  Delany. 
This  Royal  University,  mere  examinix^ 
body  as  she  is,  has  done  good  work  in  Ire- 
land.  She  has  stimulated  ambitioQ  by 
placing  degrees  within  the  reach  of 
thousands  who  never  could  have  gone 
to  Trinity  for  half  a  dozen  good  reasons. 
The  standard  of  examinations,  par- 
ticularly in  her  honours  subjects,  has 
been  maintained  at  a  high  standard. 
Thoaa  who  have  obtained  a  degree  in 
honours  at  the  Royal  University  have 
got  something  of  which  they  may  well 
be  proud.    There  are  those,  I  know,  who- 
sneer  at  examinations.    I  am  not  one 
of  them.   I  admit  I  have  always  stood  iik 
dread  of  them.    I  think  the  House 
hates  quotations,  fond  as  I  am  of  them 
mysdf ;  but  in  reading  over  again  Sir 
William     Hamilton's     "  Discnssiona 
I  came  across  a  famous  passage  from  the 
great  scholar  Melancthon  on  the  subject 
of  examinations.   I  think  I  will  not  read 
it,  but  I  will  refer  anybody  to  page  768 
of  Sir  William  Hamilton's  book.    I  will 
read  a  little  bit  of  it — 

*'  Examination,  tberafbre,  tofty  be  called, 
the  life  of  Bti  djefi,  without  which  reading,  and 
even  meditation,  is  dead.  Againnt  prejudice 
and  error  there  is  no  surer  antidote  than  ex- 
amination ;  for  by  this  the  intellect  is  explored, 
its  wants  detected  and  supplied,  its  faults  and' 
failings  corrected.  Examination  likewise  fosters 
facility  of  expression,  coimteracts  perturhatioik 
and  confiision,  innros  to  coolness  and  prompti- 
tude of  thought.  Mot  less  osefnl  is  exanMoat  oK^ 
in  restraining  the  course  of  youthful  Btndy 
within  legitimate  Wda^.Qf^(^  i.  more 
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hurtful,  u  nothing  is  more  common,  than  vain  j  have  no  doubt  they  were  excellent,  but 
end  tumultuary  reading,  which  inflates  with  ]  ^  (y^^^  g^j^^  Gftlway  tiiey  have  entirely 


the  persuuion  without  conferring  the  reality 
of  erudition.  Wherefore,  if  examination 
brought  no  other  advantKge  than  that  it 
ooonterMOtB  tiw  two  greatest  pests  of  edi.cation, 
found  indeed  usually  combined,  sloth,  to  wit, 
and  arrogance,  for  this  reason  alone  should 
examination  be  cherished  in  our  Universities. 
Against  sloth  there  is  no  goad  sharper  or  more 
effioaoioua  than  examination;  and  as  to  arro- 
mjice,  examination  ia  the  very  school  of  humility 
and  improvement." 

Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have 
always  shnnned  examination. 

"  By  no  other  discipline  is  a  soarins  conceit 
so  effectually  taken  down,  and  this  is  the 
reason  why  self-satisfied  preterders  ever  fly 
examination,  whilst  those  who  think  less  of 
the  little  that  they  know  than  of  the  much  they 
know  not,  resort  to  it  aa  the  most  efficacious 
means  of  improvement." 

What  I  would  ask  the  House  to  bear 
in  mind  is  that  the  Universities  which 
Melancthon  had  in  mind  when  he  wrote 
what  I  have  just  quoted  were  teach- 
ing TTniveisilaes,  and  the  examinations 
which  he  so  greatly,  and  I  think  so 
justly  valued,  were  conducted  under  the 
guidance  and  control,  though  not,  I 
believe,  under  the  sole  guidance  and 
control,  of  the  professors  and  teachers 
of  the  Universities  themselves,  and  they 
Teie  directed  to  test  minutely  discipline 
and  tiainii^.  and  not  meidy  verbal 
memory  or  a  glib  repetition  of  text  books. 
Between  this  examining  University  and 
the  four  colleges  I  have  named  at  Belfast, 
Cork,  Oalway,  and  Dr.  Delany's  College 
in  Dublin  there  is  no  avowed  connection. 
It  just  so  happens  that  if  they  want  de- 
grees, as  most  of  them  do,  they  come 
to  the  Boyal  University  to  get  them, 
as  in  Izeland  they  have  nowhere  else  to 
go  to.  It  remains  to  ask  how  these  four 
colleges  are  provided.    The  history  of 
the  three  Queen's  Colleges  at  Belfast, 
Cork,   and  Galway  is  a  well-known 
history.    It  has  been  made  a  subject 
of  constant  research,   and   I  wo\ild 
certainly  advise  anybody  who  wishes 
to  get  a  clear  history  of  these  University 
prooeedings  in  Iieluid  to  study  at  least 
tiie  first  few  pages  of  the  final  Report  of 
what  is  called  the  Robertson  Commission. 
I  do  not  know  who  wrote  that  Report, 
but  it  is  certainly  a  masterpiece  of  lucid 
explanation ;    and  there  you  will  find 
all  you  need  know  upon  these  questions. 
These  three  ooUeges  were  founded  by  Sir 


failed  to  fulfil  that  intenticm,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  no  pains  whatever 
seem  to  have  been  taken  to  find  out  what 
Irishmen  want.   You  ma^  in  IrelancE 
sometimes  succeed  in  sendu^  a  man  to 
prison  against  his  will,but  never  to  college. 
But  there  are  the  colleges,  very  handsome 
buildings.   The  Belfast  College — do 
not  know  whether  there  was  a  scandal 
or  not — it  ia  said,  was  meant  Ua  Cork 
and  the  Cork  College  for  Belfast.   I  do 
not  know  that  it  really  matters  much 
now.   They  are  there,  and  they  were 
paid  for  by  Parliament.   At  this  present 
moment  this  college  at  Belfast  costs  the 
Exchequer  on  an  average  of  the  last  five 
years,  because  the  amoxmt  varies  a  little 
according  to   the  expense   of  repairs 
and  the  like,  £13,101;   Cork,  £11,252; 
Oalway,  £10,686;    a  total  of  £34,939. 
When  yon  have  added  to  that  certain 
extra  payments  from  time  to  time  yon 
find  that  the  total  cost  of  these  three 
colleges  annually  on  the  average  of  the 
last  five  years,  amounts  to  £36,500.  The 
nimiber  of  students  in  these  collegea 
to-day  is  as  follows :  at  Belfast,  390 ;  ai 
Cork,   261;    and  at  Galway,  HI— in 
all,  762.   But  it  is  very  important  to 
bear  in  mind  tiiat  these  figures  were 
much  larger  at  the  date  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  old  Queen's  University. 
The  old  Queen's  University  only  gave 
its  degrees  to  students  who  had  attended 
the  colleges,  and,  therefore,  it  kept  out 
from   its  examination   those  external 
bodies,  private  establishments  who  now 
send  up  the  greater  half  of  the  persons- 
to  be  examined.   Before  the  date  or  at 
the  date  of  the  determination  of  the 
Queen's  University,  Belfast,  instead  of 
having  as  now,  only  390  students,  had 
508  students.    Cork  instead  of  having 
only  261  students  had  327,  and  Galway 
instead  of  having  only  111  students  had 
208.   In  all  in  these  days  there  were- 
1,043  students  at  the  three  colleges^ 
wheieas  now  there  are  only  762.  Now 
there  remains  to  be  considered  what  I 
call  Dr.  Delany's  College,  the  Catholic 
University  College  in  Dublin,  and  the 
Medical  School.   What  public  money  do 
they  get  1    Well,  being  frankly  Roman 
CatiioUc  institutions  with  a  Jesuit  at  the- 
head,  of  course  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
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-money.  Yet  without  some  assistance 
how  could  they  have  ^pt  going  all  these 
yean  even  in  their  present  half-starved 
WLd  ill'conditioned  state  1  The  answer 
18  that  by  arrangement  outside  this 
House  they  are  paid  some  £7,000  a  year  out 
of  the  £20,000  allotted  as  the  endowment 
■of  the  Royal  University.  The  Royal 
University  gets  £20,000  a  year  from  the 
Irish  Church  Fimd,  and  about  one-haU 
of  this  sum  is  annually  absorbed  in 
maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the  Univer- 
«ity,  and  the  yeiy  heavy  cost  of  the 
«zamination,  whilst  the  other  half  is  spent 
on  the  endowment  and  establishment  of 
certain  fellowships.  The  whole  history 
of  these-  fellow^ips  will  be  found  on 
page  6  of  Lord  Robertson's  Commission 
Iteport.  There  are  about  thirty-nine  or 
forty  of  these  fellowships,  each  of  which 
is  £400  a  year.  They  are  distributed 
amongst  the  colleges  at  Belfast,  Cork  and 
Oalway  and  the  Magee  College.  These 
fellowships  ate  assigned  and  allotted  to 
the  professors  at  the  several  colleges.  In 
the  case  of  Belfast,  Cork  and  Galway 
colleges,  the  professor  does  not  get  the 
whole  £400  a  year,  because  he  has  to 
bring  into  the  account  the  salary  at  the 
colleges,  but  the  sum  is  made  up.  Dr. 
Delany's  College  has  something  like 
fifteen  or  sixteen  fellowships,  and  there 
is  one  at  the  Magee  College,  and  they 
receive  the  £400  a  year.  Consequently, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Roman  Catholic 
University  College  and  the  Medical 
School  do  receive  out  of  this  £20,000  en- 
dowment something  a  little  under  £7,000 
as  being  their  share,  and  these  fellowship 
monies.  The^upshotdf  aUthisisthatatthe 
present  moment  the  Exchequer  finds  the 
aum  of  £36,500  a  year  for  the  maintenance 
and  upkeep  of  the  three  Queen's  Colleges. 
The  Royal  University  College  gets  £20,000 
■out  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  University  College  and 
Medical  School  gets  £7,000  ayear  out  of  that 
£20)000  by  way  of  indirect  endowment. 
That  being  the  provision  for  higher 
education  in  Ireland — assuming  reform 
to  be  necessary,  and  all  the  Commissions, 
Reports  and  evidence  put  that,  I  think, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt — there 
are  only  two  ways  of  handling  this  pro- 
blem. Some  federation  is  unfortunately 
necessary.  Cork  College  I  hope  has  a 
great  future  before  it.  I  do  not  beheve 
^he  is  at  the  present  time  strong  enough 
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nor  are  the  classes  sufficiently  well  at- 
tended to  establish  Cork  with  a  Uni- 
versity of  her  own.   Galway,  in  which 
I  feel  great  interest,  is  in  a  weaker  position 
than  Cork,  and  not  perhaps  so  well 
situated  for  the  purpose.    Therefore  some 
federation  of  these  outlying  colleges  is 
absolutely  necessary.     The  question  is  : 
Are  you  going  to  federate  as  much  or  as 
little  as  possible  ?   That  is  where  I 
admit  the  present  proposals  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  do   undoubtedly   come  into 
collision  with  Mr.  Bryce*8  scheme,  hut  it 
is  only  fair  to  remember  that  Mr.  Bryce*8 
scheme  has  been  greatly  criticised  since 
he  formulated  it,  whilst  he  has  not  been 
in  a  position  to  attend  here  and  the 
force  of  these  criticisms  he  has  not  been 
able  to   appreciate.   The   big  federal 
scheme  wluch  the   Government  have 
rejected  was  to  include  in  one  University 
Belfast  in  the  north,  Cork  in  the  south. 
Galway  (as  an  affiliated  college  it  i  s  true) 
in  the  west,  and  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
with  her  300  years  behind  her,  and  a  new 
college  in  Dublin.   All  these  colleges 
were  to  be  the  colleges  of  one  university 
under  one  federal  centre.    Thus  you 
would  get  a  number  of  states,  each 
with  its  own  code  of  state  rights  which 
would  be  most  jealously  guarded  and 
subject  to  the  federal  control  of  a  senate, 
meeting,  I  suppose,  in  Dublin.  When 
I  began  to  go  down  into  the  depths  of 
the  problem  in  Ireland  I  foimd  that 
this  big  federation  scheme  outside  Trinity 
College  altogether  was  very  unpopular. 
The  three  Queen's  Colleges,  all  of  which 
I  visited,  and  which  were  to  be  states  in 
the  new  federation,  were  strongly  op- 
posed to  the  scheme.    "  A  sprawling 
University,"  as  it  was  rather  rudely 
called,  can  never  be  a  popular  Unievrsity. 
In  these  matters  of  Universities  local 
patriotism,  the  geniut  hoi  as  it  is  called, 
plays,  and  must  play,  a  great  part.  State 
rights,  federal  rights,  the  rights  df  the 
colleges  to  govern  themselves,  so  far 
as  is  consistent  with  their  being  membdn 
of  a  federal  body,  must  give  rise  to  mucL. 
trouble  and  future  difficulty.    State  right  t 
and  federal  rights  give  rise  to  wars  amon,^ 
hiiman  forces,  and  in  Universities,  al- 
though there  is  no  bloodshed,  they  givie 
rise  to  wars  of  pamphlets  and  bittemes*, 
and,  apart  from  bloodshed,  the  one  kii4d 
of  quarrel  is  as  bad  as  the  other.  >4o 
quarrels  are  fl«fc,|?my€t^©5^te«<^*t4tt 
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hy  academical  rivalrj.    I  think  that  the 
academical  difficulties  which  press  upon 
me  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  outlying 
colleges  of  Cork  and  Galway  do  require, 
and  I  think  they  are  justly  entitled  to 
reqaiie,  a  large  measure  of  autonomy. 
The  question  is  how  much  autonomy 
yon  can  (rive  to  outlying  colleges  con- 
sistent with  their  being  part  of  a  federal 
University.   There  are  a  great  many 
people  in  Dublin  no  doubt  who  would 
like  to  see  a  two-college  system  in  Dublin 
alone.   They  would  have  liked  to  see  a 
another  college  in  Dublin  admitted  into 
the  old  Universily  side  by  side  with 
Trinity  College.   To  the  sentimentalist 
that  is  a  very  attractive  idea  and  to  the 
economist  I  am  bound  to  say  that  it  at 
first  sight  seems  to  be  perfectly  common 
sense.    But  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  de- 
clined the  proposa],attd  if  it  is  to  be  carried 
out  it  must  be  done  by  Parliamentary 
force,  and  this  to  me,  I  frankly  admit, 
robs  the  scheme  of  all  its  attractiveness. 
The  two  colleges,  the  old  and  the  new, 
would  begin  by  hating  each  other.  The 
notion  that  colleges  love  one  another 
simply  because  they  are  in  juxtaposition 
to  one  another  is  a  total  error.  Indeed, 
college  life  is  rather  apt  to  stiffen  into 
and  breed  dislike.   Sometimes  it  almost 
amounts  to  acute  feeling.   The  present 
Prime  Minister  and  the  right  hon.  (Gen- 
tleman the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  are 
both  Cambridge  men  and  were  at  the 
same  college.   I  am  also  a  member  of 
that  University,  but  of  another  college, 
far  more  ancient  than  Trinity  College, 
though  not  so  well  endowed.    Yet  when 
I  adked  the  ^ime  Minister  whether 
he  had  been  inside  Trinity  Hall  he  was 
not  content  with  a  negative,  but  added 
words  which  seemed  to  me  words  almost 
of  contumely.    I  will  not  £&k  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  whether  he 
kss  been  in  Trinity  Hall,  because  I  should 
be  sorry  to  run  the  risk  of  getting  the 
ume  kind  of  answer  from  lum.   I  find 
«ith  regard  to  the  two*college  scheme  in 
Dublin  that,  although  it  may  be  attrac- 
tire  at  first  sight  to  a  great  many  people, 
they  all  recognise  that  the  position  of 
Trinity  puts  it  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
<nt  of  the  region  of  practical  policy. 
Whether  Trinity  is  wise  or  foolish  is  no 
concern  of  mine.   Putting,  therefore,  the 
two^illege  scheme  on  one  side,  I  also 
loand  the  big  federation  scheme  un- 
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popular  with  all  its  component  parts. 
Therefore  I  confess  that  after  a  time,  with 
great  reluctance,  I  found  myself  more 
and  more  driven  to  find  the  solution 
of  this  difficult  problem  in  a  direc- 
tion which  should  be  free  both  of  this 
hostility  and  this  unpopulai  ity.  Coming 
now  to  the  plan  of  the  Government 
itself,  I  have  approached  the  ques- 
tion in  a  spirit  of  the  most  genuine 
humility.  I  have  sought  advice  and 
counsel  from  an  enormous  number  of 
persons,  Protestants  as  well  as  Catholics, 
inside  Trinity  and  outside  Trinity,  laity 
and  cle^,  and  I  have  not  the  least 
desire  in  any  way  to  associate  my  own 
personality  with  this  University  ques- 
tion. My  only  anxiety  was  to  come 
speedily  to  some  creditable  and  safe 
solution ;  and  I  believe  the  proposals 
that  I  am  now  about  to  mak^,  when  they 
have  been  subjected  to  that  degree  of 
criticism  which,  of  course,  proposals 
involving  so  much  detail  must  necessarily 
be,  will  be  found  to  have  received  and  to 
be  worthy  of  receiving,  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  support  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Ireland.  I  now  turn  to 
our  proposals,  and  I  say  at  once  that  by  the 
first  clause  in  the  Bill  we  propose  that 
His  Majesty,  if  he  pleases  to  do  so,  by 
charter  found  two  new  Universities  in 
Ireland ;  these  two  Universities  to  have 
their  seats  respectively  in  Dublin  and  in 
Belfast — two  Universities,  with  bodies 
corporate,  under  such  names  respectively 
as  His  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  deter- 
mine. This  question  of  names  is,  of 
course,  in  a  certain  sense  a  very  im- 
portant one.  I  have  no  ambition  to  be 
earthly  godfather  to  these  heavenly 
lights,  which  will,  I  hope,  continue  to 
dominate  the  firmament  of  learning 
long  centimes  after  all  of  us  have  ceased 
to  be.  Therefore,  at  present  I  leave 
the  question  of  their  names  to  be  here- 
after considered.  I  am  told  by  my 
academic  friends  in  Belfast  that  they 
lean  to  the  name  for  their  University  of 
«  The  University  of  Belfast."  In  Dublin 
differences  of  opinion,  I  dare  say,  may 
arise.  Some  think  they  would  like  the 
University  in  Dublin  to  be  called  "  St. 
Patrick's  University."  Others  think 
'*  The  University  of  Ireland  "  should  be 
chosen.  All  these  things  are  matters  for 
discuBWon,  and  after  aU 
any  other  name  mu  smelt  as  sweet. 
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In  Belfast  there  will  be  put  one  college. 
In  that  respect  the  Univeisity  of  Belfast 
will  resemble  the  University  of  Dublin, 
'which  has  one  college — Trinity.  Belfast 
.wUl  have  only  one  college,  the  present 
Queen's  College  ;  and  it  will  not  be  able 
to  have  any  other  except,  of  course,  by  a 
subsequent  Act  of  Parliament.  Dublin 
will  have  three  constituent  colleges, 
and  three  only — Cork,  Gralway,  and  the 
new  college,  with  a  charter  and  an  in- 
corporated body  in  Dublin.    Cork  and 
Galway  will  also  have  to  have  new 
charters,  and  reconstructed  governing 
bodies  of  a  character  I  will  describe 
in   a   moment.   Neither   Belfast  nor 
Dublin  will  have  any  power  to  add  to 
their  constituent  colleges,  although  they 
will  have,  and  must  have,  severely 
restricted  powers  of  afiGliation,  a  word 
which  has  how  become  familiar  in  con- 
nection with  the  University  question. 
The  existing  Royal  University  will  be 
dissolved  as  from  some  appointed  day, 
and  its  buildings,  property,  and  endow- 
ments will  be  dealt  with  in  a  manner 
mentioned  in  the  Bill.   It  is  suggested, 
as  a  matter  of  finance,  that  the  £20,000 
-from~*'the  Irish  Church  Fund  shall  be 
divided  into  two  equal  parts,  and  that 
the  University  in  Belfast  shall  take 
£10,000  for  maintenance  and  the  new 
University  in  Dublin  the  other  £10,000 
for  maintenance.    In  neither  of  these 
Univeraties  will  a  religious  test  of  any 
kind  be  permitted.   Clause  3  of  the 
Bill  will  read:    "No  test  whatever  of 
rel^ous  belief  shall  be  imposed  on  any 
person  as  a  condition  of  his  becoming 
or  continuing  to  be  a  professor,  lecturer, 
fellow,  scholar,  exhibitioner,  graduate, 
or  student  of,  or  of  his  holding  any  office 
or  emolument  or  exercising  any  privileges, 
in,  either  of  the  two  Universities  or  any 
coll^  of  those  UnimBities.  Noi  shall 
any  preference  be  given  to  or  any  ad- 
vantage be  withheld  from  any  person  on 
the  ground  of  religious  belief."  That 
applies  just  as  much  to  the  new  Univeraity 
in  Belfast  as  it  does  to  the  new  University 
in  Dublin.    Nor  is  it  proposed  that  the 
professors  who  accept  office  should  enter 
into  any  long  and  rambling  declarations 
as  to  what  they  will  do  or  will  not  do, 
or  will  say  or  w  11  not  say,  as  they  do  at 
present  under  a  somewhat  elaborate 
undenominational   system.    There  will 
be  no  test,  nor  any  of  tiiese  preliminary 
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decIarationB  as  to  what  the  professors 
are  expected  to  do.  It  will  be  asked, 
who  are  the  govemii^  bodira  %  These 
two  new  Univeraities  will  be  governed 
academically  by  their  Senates,  and  these 
Senates,  after  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
will  ultimately  be  bodies  elected  for  the 
most  part.  The  Crown  reserves  its 
right  of  making  certain  nominations; 
but  the  Senates  will  be  academically 
elected  bodies,  and  anybody  who  has  tiie 
honour  of  finding  himself  a  member 
hereafter  of  either  of  these  Senates  will 
be  so  because  he  has  received  the  con- 
fidence and  the  votes  of  the  professors 
and  graduates  of  these  Univemties. 
They  will  be  academically  elected  bodies. 
The  details  of  the  composition  of  the 
permanent  Senates  will  be  hereafter  a 
matter  of  discusraon ;  they  will  be  found 
set  out  in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill,  which 
the  House  will  have  a  full  opportunity  of 
discussing. 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) : 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  made  it  clear  whether  the  right  of 
the  Crown  to  nominate  will  be  a  per- 
petual right.  "WiSi  it  lapse  after  a  few 
years  I 

Me.  BIBRELL:  No,  it  will  be  a 
perpetual  right.  But  the  thing  has  to 
be  set  going  in  the  first  instance.  There- 
fore it  is  proposed  in  the  charters  of 
these  Universities  that  both  the  Senate 
in  Belfast  and  the  Senate  in  Dublin 
shall  be  nominated  for  a  period  of  five 
years.  The  names  will  be  found  in 
the  charters.  It  is  impossible  in  matters 
of  this  sort  to  state  these  things  in  a 
Bill  which  of  necessity  has  to  be  a  good 
deal  of  a  skeleton.  But  it  is  essential 
that  the  House  should  be  able  to  have 
the  whole  thing  before  it  in  all  its  details, 
and  although  charters  from  the  Crown 
have  to  be  dealt  with  dehcately,  I  have 
caused  to  be  prepared  preliminary  drafts 
of  the  charters  of  the  Universities  in 
Dublin  and  Belfast,  and  of  the  new 
college  in  Dublin,  and  of  the  new  charters 
of  Cork  and  Gklway,  and  I  propose  to 
lay  on  the  Table  all  those  charters  in 
theii  preliminary  drafts  as  Parliamentary 
Papers  along  with  the  Bill.  So  the 
House  will  be  in  full  possession  of  them, 
I  hope,  in  a  very  few  days — a  considerable 
time  before  the  Easter  holida;^ -Hon. 
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Hembers  who  like  to  pay  sufficient 
attention  to  the  subject  will  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  full  details  of  the  scheme. 
As  to  the  proposed  size  of  the  Senates, 
so  bur  as  have  got  at  present  the 
Dublin.  Senate  is  oomxK»ed  of  thirty-ux 
members  and  the  Belfast  Senate  of 
thirty-five.  I  deprecate  very  much  any 
inqniiy  as  to  the  religious  beliefs  of  these 
gentlemen  and  ladies — there  are  two 
ladiw  on  the  first  nominated  Senates. 
I  know  it  is  most  difficult  to  prevent 
questions  arising  upon  that  point.  I 
may  say  I  am  informed  by  my  theological 
scouts — I  have  no  knowlec^  myself, 
1  cannot  be  expected  to  have  knowledge 
of  the  religious  beliefs  of  seventy  or 
eighty  gentlemen  and  ladies  with  whom 
I  have  only  been  brought  into  contact 
on  a  purely  academic  subject — I  am 
informed  that  on  the  Bel^t  nominated 
Senate  there  is  one  Roman  Catholic 
and  on  the  Dublin  nominated  Senate 
-there  are  seven  Protestants.  Amongst 
tbem  I  am  glad  to  notice  the  name  of 
my  hon,  friend  opposite  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and 
I  may  be  permitted  to  express  the  hope 
that,  if  aU  goes  well,  he  will  succeed 
la  infusing  into  the  new  University  some 
DOition  of  his  own  passion  for  the 
Humanities,  and  even,  it  may  be,  some 
trace  of  his  own  exquisite  scholarship. 
The  permanent  constitution  of  these 
two  Senates  will  be  foxmd  stated  in  the 
first  schedule  of  the  Bill.  I  will  indicate 
very  roughly  what  it  is  in  Dublin.  The 
ChuLcellor  of  the  University,  the  Vice- 
ChancelloT,  the  three  presidents  of  the 
constituent  colleges  of  Dublin,  Cork, 
and  Qalway,  the  persons  nominated 
by  His  Majesty,  one  at  least  of  whom 
is  to  be  a  woman.  Then  the  three 
colleges  of  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Galway 
will  elect  fourteen.  I  have  no  doubt 
by  that  means  the  professorial  body 
will  be  largely  represented  on  the  govern- 
ing body.  Convocation  will  elect  five, 
.aiul  there  are  powers  for  the  co-optation 
of  six.  I  merely  mention  this  as  a 
scheme  which,  on  the  whole,  after 
careful  consideration,  commends  itself 
to  the  mind  of  the  Government,  but  in 
no  way,  I  need  scarcely  say,  as  being 
a  final  settlement  of  the  composition 
of  this  permanent  body.  Our  object 
is  to  make  it  an  academic  body,  and  to 
prevent  anything  lilte  ex  o^io  repre- 
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sentation  appearing  upon  it,  in  order 
that  the  University  graduates  and  pro- 
fessors hereafter  may  have  full  power 
of  representing  themselves.  The  com- 
position of  the  Belfast  body  is  somewhat 
difFerent.  There  is  die  (Hiancellor  and 
they  propose  to  have  two  pro-Chancellors. 
They  are  very  anxious  to  honour  Sir 
Donald  Currie  in  his  old  age  for  his 
great  generosity  and  the  interest  he 
takes  in  this  subject.  I  only  regret 
that  Lord  Kelvin  has  disappeared  before 
this  dear  wish  in'^his  heart  has  been 
realised.  Then  the  Crown  nominates, 
the  professors  elect,  the  graduates  elect, 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  for  the  time  being, 
the  president  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  board  of  management 
of  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  have  all 
got  places  on  the  permanent  Senate  of 
Belfast  University.  Now,  the  governing 
bodies  of  Cork  and  Galway  have  to 
be  considered,  because  a  great  part  of 
the  success  of  the  new  university  in 
Dublin  depends  upon  Cork  and  Galway 
becoming  flourishing  constituent  centres. 
They  are  at  present  governed  by  a 
president  and  six  of  the  professors,  a 
close  corporation.  For  reasons  I  need 
not  give,  these  two  colleges  have  never 
in  any  way  tapped  the  resources  of  the 
parts  of  the  country  where  they  are 
situated.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
part  of  the  country  where  there  is  a 
larger  supply  of  eager  students,  men, 
not  wealthy,  but  anxious  to  learn,  and 
if  the  governing  bodies  are  reconstructed 
they  will  largely  increase  their  numbers. 
There  has  been  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  the  reconstruction  of  th^  bodies. 
Nothing  has  been  more  gratifying  to 
me.  They  have  been  reconstructed,  so 
that  they  will  contain  some  twenty 
persons.  All  classes  and  creeds  have 
combined  to  express  their  willingness 
to  work  in  any  scheme  of  this  t  kind. 
Therefore  we  ^all  have  no  difficulty. 
Catholic  bishops,  Protestant  bishops,  the 
Catholic  gentry,  professional  men,  and 
persons  academical  are  associated  upon 
these  temporary  bodies.  In  the  case 
of  these  bodies  it  is  thought  that  three 
years  will  be  sufficient  as  the  period 
of  nomination.  After  these  three  years 
they  also  will  be  academically  elected 
bodies.  Provision  ,^  g^^ae  in 
both   cases   for   locar  represeal^tion. 

N  2 


{31  March  1908} 


347  Irish 

Local  anthorities,  county  councils,  and 
the  like  liave  agreed  to  participate  in 
the  work  which,  I  am  sure,  will  benefit 
them,  even  if  it  does  not  always  benefit 
the  bodies  with  whom  they  are  associated. 
Then  in  Dublin  University  I  do  exactly 
the  same  thing.  A  three  years  nominated 
governing  body  to  be  replaced  at  the  end 
of  that  time  by  an  academically  elected 
gOYeming  body.    The  powers  of  the 
Senate  are  similar  in  all  cases  and  are 
set  out  in  tiie  charters,  and  the  charters 
are  really  very  much  in  the  form  of 
copies  of  other  charters  which  are  in 
existence.    They  have  power  to  confer 
degrees  and  admit  graduates  and  so  on. 
There  are  some  thirty  powers  which  are 
very  much  the  same  as  those  which  will 
be  found  in  the  charter  of  the  new  Uni- 
versity of  London  or  any  other  purely 
academic  body.    Questions,  however,  do 
arise  as  to  the  appointment  of  professors 
and    as  to  what   would  happen  on 
the  appointment  or  dismissal  of  an^  pro- 
fessor.    The    Senates   and  governing 
bodies  of  these  Universities  must  have 
the   appointment  of  their  professors. 
Here  again  difficulties  arise  with  the  out- 
lying colleges.   Some  question  has  arisen 
as  to  how  far  Cork  and  Gialway  should 
have  a  right  to  send  up  three  names  to 
the  Senate  from  which  the  Senate  must 
ohoose,  or  whether  the  Senate  should  have 
a  right  to  proceed  outside  and  select 
somebody  who  is  not  in  the  list.  That 
is  a  question  on  which  there  may  be  some 
diffennce  of  o^nion.   My  own  view  is 
that  as  far  as  possible  the  dignity  of  the 
University  should  be  kept  up,  because 
Universities  have  a  tendency  to  disappear 
before  active  colleges.    That  is  a  matter 
which  will  be  really  the  better  for  some 
discussion  hereafter.    Professors  will  be 
appointed  and  dismissed  by  the  Senate, 
^en  qoestions  arise  as  to  whether  a  pro- 
fessor dismissed  should  not  have  a  right 
of  appeal  I  think  he  should,  and  accord- 
ingly the  Bill  provides  that  a  professor 
who  has  been  dismissed  by  the  Senate 
should  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the 
visitor.    The  Crown  reserves  to  itself 
and  its  successors  the  right  of  being  the 
visitor  both  of  this  University  in  Belfast 
and  of  this  new  University  in  Dublin, 
and  it^will  act  through  a  Board  of  Visitors 
who  will  be  nominated  by  the  Crown  as 
occasion  arises,  of  course  paying  some 
attention  to  the  nature  of  the  dispute 
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to  be  decided.    Professors  may  be  dis- 
missed for  a  variety  of  reasons,  some 
disciplinary  reasons  relating  to  char- 
acter and  the  like,  and  sometimes  it 
may  be,  but  I  hope  very  seldom,  with 
regard  to  questions  which  have  given  rise 
to  philosophical  or  religious  discussions. 
The  Crown  reserves  the  right  to  appoint 
the  Board  of  Visitors  on  all  occasiona 
when  its  authority  ia  appealed  to.  There- 
fore I  make  it  plain  in  the  charter  that 
it  is  to  exercise  these  visitorial  rights 
through  the  Board  of  Visitors  who  are 
to  have  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
dispute.    There  is  one  other  matter  I 
wish  to  mention,  and  that  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  professors  of  the  new  College 
of  Dublin.    The  professors  in  the  existing 
colleges  of  Cork  and  Oalway  go  on.  They 
hold  their  positions  under  tenure  from  the 
Crown  during  good  behaviour  and  no- 
body wishes  to  interfere  with  them  in 
going  on  and  accepting  professorships  in 
the  new  University,  and  they  will  remain 
professors  of  the  University  on  the  old 
terms.    When  they  die  or  retire  the 
Senate  will  appoint  their  successors  under 
the  provisions  of  the  charter.  But  the 
new  college  in  Dublin  is  not  in  that 
position  and  professors  will  have  to  be 
appointed.    I  have  thought  this  question 
out  very  carefully,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
is  desirable  that  the  nominated  tempor- 
ary Senate  should  have  the  appointment 
of  the  professors  in  tiie  first  instance  of 
the  new  college,  because  when  you  come 
to  study  the  composition  of  that  new 
Senate  and  its  professional  character,  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  good  many  of  its 
members  would  themselves  be  eligible 
for  these  posts.  Therefore  I  have  thought 
it  desirable  that  these  professors  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Statutory  Com- 
missions which  it  is  proposed  to  set  np 
under  this  Bill  of  which  there  will  be  two,, 
one  for  Belfast  and  one  for  Dublin.  They 
will  have  to  sit  together  for  some  time  as 
it  may  be  thought  joint  interests  may 
arise,  but  otherwise  they  will  be  inde- 
pendent Commissions — Commissions  of 
seven,  four  elected  by  the  Senate  and 
three  nominated  by  the  Crown.  To 
these  seven  gentlemen  I  propose,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  entrust  the  duty  of 
appointing  professors  for  the  new  college 
and,  of  course,  of  lixing  their  salaries. 
An  important  question  arises  as  to  the 
President  of  this  new  eoliege  m^paUiu  ; 
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and  I  need  scarcely  say  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant subject.    The  first  man  who 
would  occur  to  us  is  Dr.  Delany,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned  and  who  has  for 
many  years  devoted  himself  with  great- 
success  and  with  the  utmost  industry  to 
the  education  of  Catholic  youths  in 
University  College.    But  there  are  ob- 
jections to  that  course  which  he  appre- 
ciates himself,  and  he  has  written  to  me 
to  say  that  he  feels  those  objections 
prevail — he  is  seventy-six  years  of  age — 
but  his  one  desire  is  that  this  scheme 
should  be  a  great  success  and  he  wishes, 
before  he  dies,  to  see  a  University  in 
Dublin.    There  are  some  objections  to 
titarting  with  a  clergyman*  and  there  may 
be  in  some  minds  objection  to  starting 
with  a  Jesuit.    I  am  bound  to  say  that 
any  Chief  Secretary  who  has  enjoyed  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Delany  will  not  feel 
that,  but  it  will  be  felt  in  certain  quarters, 
and  I  do  think  that  until  tradition 
STOWS  up    it    is    lather  desirable 
that  the  head  of  this  new  coU^  should 
be  a  layman,  in  order  that  the  tradition 
should  not  spring  up  that  the  president 
has  to  be  a  clergyman.    We  all  know 
how  in  our  colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge a  tradition  grows  up  and  is  pre- 
served.   Therefore,  while  I  tender  my 
thanks  to  Dr.  Delany  for  his  patriotism 
in  this  matter,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
that  the  president  of  this  new  college 
«honld  be  a  layman — a  Catholic  layman 
and  a  younger  man — in  order  that  it 
should  secure  a  good  start  under  ener- 
getic and  sympathetic  rule.    That  is  all 
I  have  to  say  on  that  subject.  There 
n  a  very  important  subject  with  regard 
to  all  colleges  of  this  land  and  that  is 
affiliation.    The  charts  which  the  House 
will  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  reading, 
secures  that  the  University  may  affiUate, 
or  allow  a  constituent  college  to  affiliate, 
an  institution  which  in  certain  limited 
subjects  is  capable  of  giving  University 
training.   I  have  done  my  best  in  order 
that  it  may  be  made  as  strict  as  possible 
so  ^at  they  shall  not  be  at  liberty,  even 
if  they  desire  it,  to  affiliate  with  those 
which  cannot  honestly  be  said  to  be 
doing   University  work.     Unless  you 
have  a  severely  restricted  right  of  affilia- 
tion yoxir  University  may  become  a  sort 
of  conglomeration  of  secondary  schools, 
and  that  is  a  thing  to  be  avoided.  The 
Hooae  may  say  what  about  Ibynooth 


and  Magee  t  Those  are  institutions 
known  to  us  all.  I  have  very  little 
doubt,  though  they  are  not  constituent 
colleges,  in  the  charter  of  Bill  that  they 
will  be  affiliated  by  the  Senate.  With 
regard  to  Magee,  that  is  a  Presbyterian 
foundation,  it  educates  both  the  Presby- 
terian clergy  and  the  Presbyterian  lay- 
men. In  its  Arts  schools  it  has  always 
had  an  honourable  connection  with, 
and  has  sent  persons  every  year 
to  graduate  at  the  Royal  University, 
and  I  think  it  would  interfere  with 
the  success  of  my  scheme  and  would 
be  unjust  to  the  Presbyterian  foun- 
dation were  its  rights  not  preserved. 
The  same  wit^  regard  to  Maynooth, 
where,  as  we  all  know,  Roman  Catholic, 
clergy  are  educated.  A  University  which 
ignores  the  clergy  of  the  country  starts 
at  a  great  disadvantage.  Maynooth 
has  been  very  closely  connected  of  late 
years  with  the  Royal,  and  it  has  made 
it  a  condition  that  every  person  who 
enters  its  walls  as  a  student  shall  have 
matriculated  at  the  Royal.  Its  course 
is  a  long  one  of  seven  years,  and  the 
great  majority  of  the  students  in  the 
hrst  three  years  take  the  Arts  programme 
at  the  Royal  and  proceed  to  degrees. 
It  would  be  a  great  hardship  upon  the 
Maynooth  students  if  we  prevented  them 
from  taking  degrees  at  the  University 
which  takes  the  place  of  the  Royal  to 
which  they  have  gone  hitherto  for  their 
degrees.  My  own  belief  is  that  the 
Senate  will  affiliate  both  Magee  and 
Maynooth.  Then  as  to  examinations. 
We  shall  take  care  that  at  the  examina  - 
tions  conducted  at  Cork,  Qalway,  or 
Dublin  the  local  professors  shaU  in  every, 
case  be  associated  with  an  external 
teacher  who  will  have  a  veto  in  deciding 
whether  the  person  examined  has  shown 
1  faculty  and  (ftpicity  for  learning  and 
benefiting  by  the  teaching.  That,  and 
not  the  mere  number  of  marks  gained, 
is,  I  think,  the  way  to  get  the  greatest 
benefit  from  University  teaching.  The 
scheme  will  have  sufficient  safeguards 
to  allow  the  professors  who  have  actu- 
ally tiught  to  h^ve  an  important 
voice  in  determining  the  questions  and 
in  judging  answers.  So  that  the  degree 
attained  at  Galway  should  not  be  better 
or  worse  than  that  at  Cork  or  Dublin 
in  the  estimation  of  learned  men.  It 
is  a  deUcate  proM.'^i^e^i'fl&ii^feV  of 
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wUoh  arise  from  ttus  particular  federa- 
tion.  I  think,  if  I  may  say  so,  there  is 
wisdom  in  the  couiee  I  have  adopted  in 
limiting  the  federation  as  much  as  possible. 
I  say  frankly  I  would  much  sooner  that 
Cork  and  Galway,  great  and  important 
places,  were  strong  and  powerful  enough 
to  run  Univeraities  of  their  own — I  hope 
that  Cork  may  yet  be.   But  if  it  is  not 
the  case,  we  have  to  adopt  limits,  and 
those  who  have  kindly  assisted  me  in 
this  matter  have  taken  the  utmost  pre- 
cautions to  secure  the  general  standard 
in  the  Univeraity.    My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  for  War,  who,  like  myself, 
is  a  great  enthusiast  in  this  matter, 
icminds  me  that  I  have  not  called  atten- 
tion to  one  clause  in  the  Bill.  That 
clause  provides  that  the  moneys  paid 
to  the  governing  body  of  the  University 
or  college,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  bt 
used  in  accordance  with  their  statutes, 
but  no  such  sum  shall  be  applied  for  the 
provision  or  maintenance  of  any  church, 
chapel,  or  any  other  place  of  reUgiouE 
observance,  or  for  the  provision  and 
maintenance  of  any  theological  or  re- 
ligious teaching.    I  say  nothing  on  thai 
subject.    I  think  it  is  an  object  which 
some  do  ill  to  leave  out,  but  at  all  events, 
it  can  be  provided  for  out  of  other  than 
public  money,  and  I  think  that  is  in 
accordance  with  the  general  sentiment 
of  this  countxy.    I  h&ve  only  now  to  refer 
to  the  finance  of  this  great  undertaking. 
The  present  charge  upon  the  Exchequer 
is  £36,500,  the  present  charge  on  the 
Irish  Church  Fund  is  £20,000  ;    that  is 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the  public 
charge,  so  far  as  it  goes.    We  propose 
to  divide  the  £20,000  a  yecr  between 
'  the  two  new  Universities,  each  of  which 
will  have  £10,000,  and  we  propose  to 
increase  the  lump  sum  of  £36,500  to 
£80,000.    That  is  the  provision  by  way 
of  new  endowment,  £43,500.  OpinionB 
TOAy  differ  whether  that  is  enough  or 
not ;  my  own  belief  is  that  it  is  adequate 
{or  the  occasion,  that  it  will  be  enough  if 
thiB  Bill  gets  through  to  make  it  plain 
that  these  two  Universities   will  be 
successful.    That  I  regard  as  a  sine  qua 
non.    1  found  Ireland  in  a  state  of  pro- 
found scepticism  as  to  whether,  not- 
withstanding all  its  reports  of  this  House 
and  the  eager  promises  of  many  of  its 
leading  men,  the  good  day  would  ever 
come  when  such  proposals  could  rmlly 
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be  carried.   I  do  not  think  then  is  much 

use  expecting  the  want  to  be  supplied 
by  private  beneficence  or  generosity, 
even  in  a  country  which  unfortunately  is 
not  a  great  and  wealthy  communityr 
such  as  is  Liverpool,  where  the  University 
has  already  been  endowed  with  enormous 
sums.   That  cannot  be ;  still,  much  can 
be  looked  for  in  Ireland,  but  not  unlesa 
and  until  this  House  by  passing  this  Bill 
inaugurates  proposals  on  a  scale  to  make 
it  plain  that  the  thing  will  succeed. 
When  that  has  been  done,  we  may  con- 
fidently expect  in  Ulster,  Belfast,  and 
Dublin  considerable  endowments,  it  may 
be  from  the  pence  of  the  poor  or  from 
the  investments  of  the  raoh,  enabling 
suitable  chairs  to  be  properly  endowed, 
and  all  the  branches  of  learning  fully 
represented  in  these  new  Universities. 
But  we  have  got  to  do  our  duty  first,  and 
I  think  the  sum  I  have  named  by  way  of 
radowment  is  adequate.    The  proposal 
which  will  be  found  in  the  sched^  is 
that  Belfast  will  get  £10,000  for  its 
University,  part  of  the  Irish  Church 
Fund';  it  will  also  have  £18,000  by  way 
of  annual  endowment,  making  in^  all 
£28,000  a  year.    The  new  college  in 
Dublin,  of  course,  has  got  first  of  all  to  be 
built,  and  then  endowed  and  maintained, 
and  the  proposal  ia  that  out  of  the  moneys 
which  I  have  suggested  £32,000  a  year 
shall   endow  and  maintain  the  new 
University  in  Dublin  when  it  has  once 
been  started.    Then  the  income  of  the- 
Queen's  College,  Cork,  will  be  increaaecl 
to  £18,000  a  year,  and  the  income  of 
Queen's  College,  Galway,  will  be  in- 
creased to  £12,000  a  year.   I  think 
those  sums  are  sufficient  to  meet  the 
needs  of  tlie  case.    Btulding  grants,  of 
course,  become  necessary.    Belfast  has 
got  fine  buildings,  but  they  are  inadequate 
for  the  purpose  of  the  University,  and  it 
is  proposed  that  a  grant  of  £60,000  should 
be  made  to  the  new  University  of  Belfast 
to  enable  it  to  celebrate  this  auspiciouft 
occasion,  as  I  trust  it  may  be,  and  pro- 
vide ita^  with  the  sicings  and  appeat- 
ances  of  a  University  worthy  of  the 
distinguished  province  to  which  it  belongs. 
I  am  told  that  a  maximum  sum  for  the 
purpose  of  the  University  and  college  in 
Dublin  should  be  £150,000.   That  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  build  on  any  scale 
a  residential  college ;  I  think  hostels  and 
institutions  of  ^l^^f^fQ^dgfeto  be 
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left  to  private  enterprise  and  generosity. 
But  it  will,  I  hope,  be  sufficient  first  of 
all  to  complete  the  present  University 
buildings,  which  will  be  utilised,  many 
of  them,  for  college  purposes.  At  pre- 
sent, for  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
the  laboratories  and  the  like  stand 
empty,  and  those  can  be  thrown  in  as 
college  property,  for  college  purposes. 
The  college  will  have  to  be  built  represent- 
ing all  the  dignity  and  social  life  of 
a  college ;  a  library,  gymnasium,  and 
reading-rooms  may  be  necessary,  and,  of 
course,  lecture-rooms,  and  a  residence, 
it  may  be,  for  the  principal. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :  A  cricket  field. 

Hb.  BIRRELL:  I  hope  a  cricket 
ground,  which  is,  no  doubt,  an  essential. 
I  recognise  that  cricket  is  a  facility  by 
itself.  Then,  Cork  and  Galway  will 
receive  very  considerable  sums  also  for 
the  purpose  of  their  buildings.  I  think 
the  financial  proposals  will  be  found 
sufficient.  I  said  I  would  not  introduce 
any  party  aspect.  I  put  before  Unionists 
and  Nationalists  alike  first  the  obliga- 
tion of  government,  in  which  all  of  us, 
whatever  our  opinions  may  be,  may  be 
proud  to  take  a  share.  I  believe  that  the 
objections  of  Belfast  to  a  University 
have  largely  disappeared  during  the  last 
five  or  six  years.  Speaking  from  know- 
ledge gained  chiefly  from  academic 
sources,  I  can  only  say  that  there  is  the 
utmost  enthusiasm  in  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  for  this  new  scheme.  I  believe 
the  province  is  quite  large  enough  to 
maintain  a  University,  and  the  value  of 
her  degrees,  and  I  am  only  sorry  that 
Lord  Kelvin  did  not  live  to  become  the 
first  Chancellor  of  a  University  which,  I 
hope,  is  destined  to  be  great.  As  for 
rel^on,  all  I  can  say  is  that  these  new 
Universities  start  precisely  on  the  same 
grounds.  They  are  not  denominational 
institutions,  they  are  not  marred  and 
disfigured  by  tests  of  any  sort  or  kind. 
The  most  anybody  can  say  is  that  we 
are  planting  one  University  on  what, 
I  suppose,  may  be  c^d  Protestant  soil, 
although  there  are  many  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ulster,  and  the  other  on  what  may  be 
called  Roman  Cotholic  soil,  although 
there  are  many  Protestants  in  Dublin 
and  Cork,  and  acme  even  in  Galway. 
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These  Universities,  as  they  grow,  thrive, 
and  develop,  may,  I  dare  say,  develop 
some  diSei«nces  of  tone  and  temper 
and  disposition,  but  I  believe  the  temple 
of  learning  is  wide  enough  for  both, 
and  that  there  is  room  enough  in  Ireland 
to  provide  for  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
and  all  eager  and  quick  to  learn,  not 
merely  in  the  arts,  but  in  the  ezacter 
sciences,  in  mathematics,  and  ei^ineering. 
If  I  have  the  good  fortmie  to  succeed 
where  far  greater  men  have  failed,  it 
will  only  be  due  to  the  fact  that  I  have 
sought  coimsel  on  all  sides,  and  have 
had  no  personal  feeling  in  this  matter. 
There  is  no  originality  about  this  scheme 
— anybody  who  likes  may  claim  it  as 
his  own ;  but  if  we  are  all  united  in 
support  of  it  we  shall  have  done  a  great 
work  for  Ireland,  uid  future  generations 
may  rise  up  and  thank  ns. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  make  further  provision  with  respect 
to  University  Education  in  Ireland.  * — 
{Mr.  Birrell.) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) : 
The  right  hon.  (jientlemau  has  dealt 
at  length  with  a  subject  on  which  there 
is  not  only  a  great  division  in  this  House 
— that  may  perhaps  be  said  of  almost 
all  subjects  frequently  before  us — but 
on  which  there  is  a  great  division  not 
merely  between  Parties.  He  has  deidt 
with  it  in  a  manner  and  spirit  which, 
I  think,  has  been  agreeable  to  everybody 
— to  those  who  agree  with  and  those 
who  differ  from  him.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  agree  with  him,  but  I  think  I  may 
speak  even  for  those  who  do  not  when 
I  say  that  no  single  word  has  fallen 
from  him  which  can  offend  any  snscepti* 
bilities.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave, 
as  was  proper,  a  brief  prelimina^ 
historical  statement  leading  up  to  his 
proposals.  He  gave  us  some  account 
of  the  history  of  this  question  as  it 
affects  the  Government  of  which  he  is 
a  Member.  I  confess  his  explanations 
on  that  point  have  left  me  as  puzzled 
as  I  was  before.  He  told  us  that  the 
late  Chief  Secretary  had  spoken  with 
the  authority  of  the  Cabinet,  not  only 
when  he  annoimced  an  entirely  different 
scheme,  but  when  he  annoimced  that 
that  scheme  was  the  oidy  one  jwhich 
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Ireland  could  ever  expect  from  the 
present  Administration.    I  am  glad  to 
say  that  different  counsels  have  pre- 
vailed, but  how  the  Cabinet  can  ever 
have  authorised  so  sweeping  and  so 
unfortunate  a  statement  from  one  of 
their  Ifembere  I  cannot  imagine,  nor 
do  I  know  by  what  process  the  Cabinet 
have  been  converted  to  what  I  certainly 
think  myself  the  far  more  reasonable 
and  rational  proposals  which  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  has  now  laid  before  us. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  that  the 
only  object  which  induced  him  to  leave 
the  Education  Office  and  take  up  the  diffi- 
cult post  of  Qiief  Secretary  was  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  settle  this  University 
(Question.    I  was  touched  by  that  state- 
ment.  It  also  somewhat  surprised  me. 
It  seemed  to  me  there  was  rather  a  violent 
change  between  bringing  in  a  Bill  which 
was  intended  to  destroy  the  denomina- 
tional atmosphere  in  places  of  education 
in  this  country,  and  going  across  the 
Channel  for  the  sole  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  great  academic  institution  in  which 
religious  belief  and  a  denominational 
atmosphere  were  to  prevail  in  the  future. 
I  do  not  know  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  introduce  into  his  measure  for 
England  the  same  broad  recognition  of 
facts  which  he  has  shown  in  his  treatment 
of  this  Irish  question.    If  he  could  I 
think  we  should  be  near  a  settlement  of  a 
subject  which  is  almost  as  ditlicult  of 
final  solution,  and  leads  to  almost  as 
embittered  controversies  on  this  side  of  the 
St.  George's  Channel,  as  the  question  of 
the  Unirersity  has  done,  or  is  likely  to 
do,  on  the  other  side.    1  pass  from  the 
history  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  in  his  statement  of  Irish  University 
education  since  it  was  begun  in  Ireland. 
It  has  not  been  on  the  whole  a  successful 
history,  though  much  has  been  done ;  and 
I  am   glad  to    think,   speaking  as  a 
Conservative  and  as  a  Unionist,  that 
everything  that  has  been  done  so  far 
has  been  done  by  the  Party  of  which  I 
am  a  member.    All  the  Bills  mentioned 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  without 
exception,  have  been  passed  into  law  as 
Conservative  and  Unionist  measures.  I 
hope  that  on  this  occasion  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  share  with  us  and  be  able 
to  claim  for  his  Party  at  least  an  equal 
meed  of  praise  from  those  who  desire  to 
see  academic  education  for  Ireland  put  in 
the  position  in  which  certainly  it  ought  to 
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be,  and  in  which  ft  is  not  at  the  present 

time.    Of  the  plan  itself  I  have  very  little 
to  say.    I  quite  agree  that  it  is  impossible 
for  any  Member  of  this  House,  who  takes 
the  trouble  to  examine  into  the  existing 
state  of  higher  education  in  Ireland,  to  be 
content  to  leave  to  an  examining  Uni- 
versity the  great  charge  of  dealing  with 
higher  education  for  the  larger  part  of 
the  population.    That  is  an  intolerable 
situation.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  us  a  quotation  from  Melancthon 
containing  a  great  eulogy  of  examinations, 
but,  if  I  may  venture  to  differ  from  such 
great  authorities,  I  should  like  to  express 
emphatically  my  dissent.     I  do  not 
believe,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does,    in    the    system  of  competitive 
examinations  under  which,  I  believe,  the 
best  interests  of  academic  learning  arc 
now  oppressed  and  smothered ;  nor  do  I 
personally  believe  that  Melancthon  would 
have  supported  this  system  of  examina- 
tions.   I  have  not  looked  into  the 
question  of  German  University  education 
in  the    16th   century,   but   I  rather 
suspect  that  what  Melancthon  referred  to 
were  the  sort  of  controversies  which  are 
allowed  to  go  on  in  this  House  between 
gentlemen  on  opposite  sides,  on  which 
perhaps  a  more  impartial  and  more 
learned  jury  had   to  pronounce,  but 
which  were  actually  very  much  in  the 
nature  of  debates  and  not  at  all  in  the 
nature  of  these  competitive  examinations 
which  have  been  invented  for  the  per- 
plexity of  students  and  are  not,  in  my 
opinion,  in  the  best  interests  of  academic 
training.    However  that  may  be,  we  all 
a((ree,  whether  we  believe  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  Melancthon  or  not 
as  to  examinations,  or  whether  we  believe 
i  in  vain  and  tumultuary  reading,  which 
1  is   my  position — we  are  all   of  one 
I  mind  in  thinking   that  the  teaching 
'  University  is  the  only  real  way  of  carrying 
out  the  higher  training  of  those  who 
have  entered  into  adult  life  and  are  just 
about  to  deal  with  the  business  of  their 

fjrofession  or  the  business  of  promoting 
earning  and  research.  Holding  that 
view,  I  do  not  believe  that,  speaking 
broadly,  a  better  plan  could  be  devised 
— I  am  talking  only  of  its  main  outline — 
than  that  which  has  been  propounded  to 
us  by  the  Government.  The  scheme  of 
Mr.  '  Bryce  included  Trinitv  College, 
Dublin,  within  its  purview.  That  would 
have  been  resented  as  ui  intolDrable 
wrong  by  Triny,|^i„|^®crt^^(c«»'* 
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would,  I  believe,  have  roused  antagonism 
in  every  University  body  throughout 
England  and  Scotland.  The  Grovern- 
ment  have  been  certainly  well  advised 
in  leaving  that  great  inscitution  which 
has  done,  is  doing,  and  will  do  in  the 
future  so  much  for  Ireland,  to  carry  out 
the  traditions  which  it  has  created,  and 
which  from  da^  to  day  is  proving  itself 
worthy  to  administer  Uie  fimds  wnich  in 
the  past,  and  certainly  in  the  jtresent, 
are  bein^  used  in  the  very  best  mterests 
of  the  higher  education  of  the  country. 
Trinity  College  is  safe,  and  is  not  touched 
by  this  Bill ;  I  think  that  alone  shows 
the  great  snperiority  of  the  measure 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
proposed  over  the  abortive  suggestions 
tiut  were  made  two  years  ago.  The 
only  point  of  doubt  I  should  have  about 
the  scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman, 
«o  tax  aa  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
its  imp<»rt  from  the  statements  he  has 
made,  is  as  to  whether  he  is  right  in 
altogether  excluding  the  Crown  from  all 
Appointments  to  the  professorships.  As 
I  understand  his  plan,  the  country  has  to 
provide  practically  all  the  funds  of  the 
two  institution^  and  yet  the  whole  of 
the  appointments  is  to  be  left  to  the 
Senatos.  I  believe  that  would  be  perfectly 
right  with  regard  to  the  majority  of  the 
appoiotments.  But  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience in  this  matter  of  selecting  pro- 
lessOTB,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
responsilnlity  of  the  Crown  in  the  matter 
is  very  often  advantageously  exercised. 
It  is  only  by  appointments  through  the 
Crown  that  you  can  be  sure  of  not  being 
unduly  influenced  by  academic  surround- 
ings. The  Sem^us  is  almost  certain  to 
select  the  best  men  for  the  University 
if  the  charge  is  confined  to  members  of 
the  University,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  partiality,  while  I  am  sure 
they  would  be  judges  of  merit  But  it  is 
not  certain  always  that  the  Senatas 
would  be  willing  and  anxious  to  go  out- 
side the  limits  of  its  own  members.  The 
ScottishUniversities  do  constantly  appoint 
{m>fes8ors  who  are  not  of  the  alumni  of 
the  Universities  at  which  they  are  asked 
to  lectnre.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  to 
whom^e  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  an 
eloqvfit,  and  I  think,  most  deserved 
rglffwioe,  has  himself,  I  thii^  taught  in 
at  least  two  Unirersities  besides  the  one 
\v-hich  had  the  honour  of  giving  him  his 
wflucation.    Nevertheless,  I  am  not  quite 
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sure — put  it  rather  tentatively — 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  wise, 
in  the  interests  of  academic  learning,  to 
hand  over  the  whole  of  the  University 
patronage  to  the  Senatus  of  the  institu- 
tions which  he  is  about  to  create.  That 
is  not  an  opinion  which  is  very  commonly 
shared  in  the  House.  It  may  be  an 
idiosjmcrasy  of  my  own ;  at  all  events  I 
do  not  wish  anduly  to  press  it.  That  is 
the  only  criticism  which  I  have  to  pass 
this  evening  on  the  scheme.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  whether  I  quite  understand 
the  relation  of  the  two  new  universities 
with  Maynooth.  It  is  most  desirable,  I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
that  the  clergy  of  any  country  should 
come  into  some  kind  of  contact  with 
their  fellows,  and  should  have  an  educa- 
tion in  matters  outside  the  relatively 
narrow  range  of  theological  subjects. 
But  I  do  not  gather  that  those  who  are 
ultimately  to  go  through  a  theological 
course  at  Maynooth  are  to  be  in  any 
sense  resident,  or  to  have  the  advantage, 
as  I  think,  of  admixture  with  laymen  of 
their  own  age  in  the  period  of  their 
going  through  their  arts  course.  That 
may  perhaps  be  inconsistent  with  the 
views  of  those  who  have  to  regulate  such 
matters  in  Ireland.  If  so  I  regret  it.  I 
personally  believe  that  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations,  without  exception,  would 
be  better  calcnlated  to  carry  out  their 
great  work  in  later  life  if  some  part  of 
their  academic  career  at  all  events 
were  passed  in  that  general  atmos- 
phere of  fellowship  with  their  equals 
in  age  and  allies  in  studies — an  ad- 
mixture which,  BO  far  as  laymen  are 
concerned,  all  who  had  been  at  Univer- 
sities will  admit  is  perhaps  the  most 
valuable  gift  the  Universities  can  give  to 
those  who  *  are  educated  within  their 
walls — ^far  better  and  more  important 
than  all  the  examinaticHiB  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentieman  or  Melancthon  has 
dreamt  of.  But,  after  all,  when  we 
touch  this  question  of  the  education  of 
the  clergy  in  the  Koman  Catholic  Church, 
the  Protestant  who  deals  with  it  touches 
upon  matters  on  which  he  is  little  qualified 
to  assert  the  opinion  of  those  who  difier 
from  him  in  matters  of  religion.  I  do  not 
desire  to  press  unduly  that  point.  Literal- 
ly, I  have  no  other  commentary,  I  will  not 
say  of  a  hostile  or  even  of  a  critical 
character,  to  pass  upon  the  plan.  It 
seems  to  me  an  absolutely  siiicere  effort 
to  solve  a  great  ^i^^^wCfX^fet 
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believe  that  any  of  bis  predecessors  in 
uffice  could  have  proposed  so  good  a  plan 
vntih  a  chance  of  its  being  accepted — by 
which  I  mean  that  I  think  the  opinion, 
both  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant,  in 
Ireland  has  sreatly  modified,  matured, 
and  developed  since  this  question  first 
came  to  the  front  about  twenty  years 
ago,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  predecessors  in 
that  period  would  have  had  the  smallest 
chance  of  receiving  the  adhesion  of, 
perhaps,  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway, 
but  certainly  of  many  in  Ireland  whom 
they  represent,  bad  they  produced  this 
scheme  iu  other  Parliaments.   I  am  glad 
to  think  that  at  all  events  the  opinion  of 
the  Koman  Catholic  majority  of  Ireland 
18  modified  in  the  direction  of  what  I 
call  a  sound  academic  tradition,  and  I 
hope  and  think  there  has  been  some 
corresponding  movement  on  the  part  of 
Protestants  also.    It  is  well  known  that 
X  do  not  wholly  agree  with  some  of  my 
best  friends  from  Ireland  behind  me ; 
they  do  not  take  the  same  view  as  I  do  on 
this  question.    However  that  may  be,  it 
must  be  plain  to  everyone  acquainted  with 
the  matter  that  the  general  scheme  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  turned 
out  provides  for  Ireland  academic  institu- 
Lions  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  in- 
stitutions which  ought  to  have  and  which 
I  think  will  have  the  power  of  gradually 
building  up  a  tradition  of  soundleaming, 
impolJuted  and  unperverted  by  religious 
prejudice  or  bigotry  on  either  side,  having 
for  their  object  the  advancement  of  sound 
learning  and  the  education  of  the  rising 
youth  of  the  country.    If  this  Bill  does, 
as  I  hope  it  will,  become  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land  we  shall  be  able  to  look  to 
Ireland  as  one  can  now  look  to  Scotland 
and  England  as  a  country  in  which  we 
have  not  allowed  the  highest,  best,  and 
most  important  of  all  national  interests — 
education  in  its  most  important  aspect, 
namely,      higher     education — to  lag 
behind  the  examjde  which  has  been  set  us 
by  other  nations  on  both  sides  ol  the 
Atlantic — an  example  which  we  have  too 
long  li^ged  behind,  but  which  we  now  seem 
in  a  fair  way  to  imitate,  I  hope  to  better, 
by  giving  our  own  special  touch  to  this 
pmicular  aspect  of  education  and  making 
it  not  merely  as  complete  as  any  which 
the  German,  French,  or  American  citizen 
now  enjoys,  but  even  yet  more  admirably 
fitted,  more  closely  suited  to  the  special 
Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour, 
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needs  and  special  character  of  oar  own 

country. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  am  anr© 
I  am  only  giving  expression  to  what  is- 
felt  in  every  section  of  the  House  when  I 
congratulate  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land  on  his  courage  in  tackling  this  great 
problem  at  all.    He  has  embarked  upon 
this  most  dangerous  voyage  under  pecu- 
liarly favourable  auspices  and,  speaking 
for  myself — and  I  know  I  am  speatdne 
the  sentiments  of  my  colleagues  also— i 
tender  my  thanks  to  the  Leader  of  tJie- 
Opposition  for  the  cordial  and  graceful 
speech  which  he  has  just  delivwed^ 
in   which   he    has  given   that  con- 
sistent support  which  he  has  always 
given  to  what  I  agree  with  him  ii> 
describing  is,  after  freedom,  the  highest 
of  all  Irish  interests.    And  there  are  two 
other  names  which  I  think  ought  to  be 
mentioned  by  way  of  thanks,  because  it 
is  a  rare  pleasure  to  an  Irish  Nationalistr 
either  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  to  be- 
able  to  thank  his  political  opponents. 
I  desire  to  express  my  own  personal 
deep   gratification,    and   that  of  my 
colleagues,  to   the  hon.  Member  for 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  who  ha» 
accepted  a  seat  upon  the  Senate  of  this  new 
University,  and  who  is  willing  to  offer  us 
in  the  great  task  before  us  his  valuable 
services  in  keeping  up  the  standard  of 
education.    And  fthink  it  would  be  un- 
gracious on  our  part  not  to  add  a  word 
of  thanks  to  the  Provost  of  Trinity 
College,  who  has  assisted  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  he  has  set  a  hi^h  eumple  of 
fair  play  and  courage  in  this  matter,  am} 
has  promised   his  steady  support  to 
this  Bill.    The  right  hon.  Gentlemin 
will  need  alt  the  support  he  can  get* 
and  yet   I  must  say  that  after  the 
proceedings  that  have   taken   place  1 
am  full  of  hope.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man required  courage  to  embark  upon 
this  voyage.    The  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion spoke  of  the  history  of  Irish  educa- 
tion as  not  a  very  snccessful  one.  I  think 
he  might  have  used  stronger  and  more 
emphatic  lan^i^e,  and  said  that  it 
had   been  disastrous.    The  whole  of 
that  path  has  been  strewn  with  wrecks. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  in  1813  started  the 
Queen's  Colleges ;  then  oame  the  attempts 
of  tLord  Derby  and  Disraeli  in  1866 
and  1868  ;  then  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1873, 
I  with  his  great  measure  xrfawhbrqaght  hyi 

Digitized  by  VjOOy  It.  / 


{COMMONS} 


361  Irish 


{31  March  1908}  Univemties. 


362 


Gorerament  to  deetniction ;  then  pledges 
of  Loid  St  Aldwyn  in  1885 ;  then  the 
pledge  of  the  present  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  1889  and  his  famous  Man- 
cheater  letter  in  1897  ;  then  the  Bohertson 
Conumssiott  in  1900  and  its  Beport  in 
1903  ;  and  then  the  Bryce  Commission  of 
1906.  Yet  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
period  of  sixty  yean^  nothing  substantial 
has  been  done  to  remedy  the  s^ierances 
of  Ireland  in  this  matter  of  University 
edoeation.  I  have  made  a  careful  study 
of  these  things,  and  I  believe  tJie  failure 
was  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
problem  has  always  been  approached 
upon  wrong  lines.  It  is  entirely  un- 
necessary for  any  man  to  argue  as  to  the 
desperate  necessity  for  some  remedy 
being  applied  and  applied  promptly. 
But  there  is  this  one  most  significant 
and  striking  fact  which  I  think  might 
impress  anyone  who  is  disposed  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  right 
hoiLGentleman,  Tiz.,thatthrougfaoutthese 
nxty  rears  then  has  not  been  one  single 
British  Member  who  has  taken  part 
in  the  government  of  Ireland,  but  has 
lieen  converted  at  an  early  stage  to  the 
conviction  of  the  ciying  necessity  for  a 
remedy  being  applied  to  the  grievance  in 
the  matter  of  Catholic  education.  I  will 
only  make  one  quotation  from  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. In  1873,  when  introducing  his 
measure,  he  said — 

"Tbwe  are  tiiose  who  maintain  tiiat  npon 
the  whole,  con^idaring  who  Roman  Catholics 
•re,  considering  how  little  property  they 
powM.  how-  little  it  }s  po^sibfe  for  them  to 
enter  upon  the  higher  culture,  their  state  bo  far 
Unirersity  education  is  concerned  is  not 
Teiy  bad  at  the  pie^ent.  I  hold  oa  the 
ccatrary  that  it  is  miserably  bod,  I 
go  farther  and  I  would  almost  say  it  is 
Kattdalomty  bad." 

That  was  thirtj^-five  years  ago,  and  since 
that  time  nothing  has  been  done.  The 
only  measure  passed  since  then  on  the 
question  of  Irish  University  education  has 
been  that  which  resulted  in  the  foundation 
(tf  the  Royal  University,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Boyal  University  was,  I 
might  say,  a  double^ged  sword. 
I  would  be  the  last  to  deny  that  the 
Boyal  University  did  something  for 
higher  education  in  Ireland.  It  stimu- 
lated the  ambition  of  some  scholars,  and 
aSbrded  some  of  our  poor  people  an 
opportunity  of  studying  abroad  which 
they  vould  not  otherwise  have  had,  and 
in  that  way  it  did  great  good.  But  it 
WM  veiy  much  a  case  of  supplying  un- 


wholesome food  to  a  hungry  man,  for  thcr 
food  was  unwholesome.  The  Robertson 
Commission,  commenting  on  the  action  o£ 
the  Boyal  University,  used  these  remark- 
able words.  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission, although  it  produced  no  result^ 
was  one  of  the  greatest  collections  of 
opinion  on  this  subject  and  on  the  whole- 
question,  and  I  entirely  agree  with  die 
right  hon.  Oentlenum  that  whoever 
drafted  the  Report  ms  certainly  a  mastOT 
of  the  art  of  exposition.  What  did  it 
say  1 — 

"  Bat  while  those  who  have  administered' 
the  Royal  University  system  have  done  their 
utiaost  to  make  it  work  well,  and  succes^uUyr 
ajid  HDioothly,  the  system  itself  suffers  from 
Incurable  detects.  A  false  conception  of  learn- 
ing was  held  up  before  the  eyes  of  thestudentv 
of  Ireland,  and  apart  from  internal  defects  of 
organisation  the  Royal  university  has  brought 
about  one  result  which  was  doubtless  unfore- 
seen by  its  founders.  It  haa  seriooslj^  impaired 
the  yaiae_  of  the  University  edacatu«i  whieli 
was  In  existence  previous  to  this  foundatim. 
On  this  side  its  inSnence  has  been  one  of 
posiUve  deatmction." 

That  is  absolutely  true.  While  the 
Royal  University  has  in  some  respects 
opened  the  paths  of  learning  to  some  of 
our  poor  Catholic  countrymen,  it  has  alsa 
degraded  in  another  respect  the  whole 
standard  of  University  learning  in  Ire- 
land, and  has  d<me  as  much  harm  as — 
some  think  even  more  than  —it  has  done 
good.  It  is  also  true  to  say  that  from 
the  day  the  Queen's  Colleges  werfr 
admitted  to  be  a  failure,  for  the  last 
half-century,  Ireland,  which  of  all  coun- 
tries in  Europe,  owing  to  the  peculiarities 
of  its  circumstances  and  its  gre&t  lack  of 
what  I  might  calltherawmaterial,  requires 
more  than  any  country  to  cultivate  th& 
intellect  of  its  people,  has  been  abso- 
lutely neglected  by  the  Government 
in  the  matter  of  University  education. 
The  natural  question  that  must  arise 
is,  after  all  tiie  misrepresentation  to 
which  this  whole  question  has  been 
subjected  for  years,_ — Is  this  a  scheme 
which  the  Cfatholics  of  Ireland  will 
accept  1  In  considering  this  great 
scheme,  I  wish  at  the  outset  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  principle  and  detail. 
It  is  an  all-important  distinction.  The  real 
question  for  us  to  consider  at  this  stage 
is, —  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
succeeded  in  drafting  a  scheme  which  will 
at  the  same  time  have  an  eaaj  passage 
80  far  as  the  vested  interests  m  Ireland 
are  concerned,  and  meet  the  needs 
and  satisfy  the  deEp5^,9(§i^(§gt^ic» 
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of  Ireland  1  Therefore  I  put  aside  all 
details  so  far  as  this  stage  of  the  Bill 
is  concerned,  only  saying  oue  sentence  as 
regards  finance.  That,  of  course,  is  a 
very  important  detail  I  am  bound  to 
eay  it  appears  to  me  that  the  provision 
for  the  Dublin  College  is  less  than 
moderate  in  view  of  the  great  com- 
petition which  it  has  to  face  in  Trinity 
College.  I  earnestly  press  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  grant  which 
he  mentioned  is  entirely  insufficient. 
The  providing  of  some  residential  college 
in  Dublin  as  a  nucleus  for  academic 
life  in  that  city  is  a  matter  of  vital 
importance,  and  it  is  all  the  more  vitally 
important  because,  as  hon.  Members 
opposite  know.  Trinity  College  has  a 
magniflcent  establishment  and  noble 
buildings,  which  I  for  one  do  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  grudge  so  long  as 
Trinity  College  will  help  us  to  get  fair 
play  and  equal  treatment.  The  Kobert- 
aon  GommiBsion  specifically  says — 

"  If  you  decide  to  do"thU  the  iiew  college  in 
Dabtin  shoald  be  on  tbe  scale  regarded  by  a 
University  college  of  the  first  class,  and  wliicli 
is  intendeu  to  draw  atudente  from  all  parts  of 
Ireland.  If  you  are  not  going  to  endow  it 
handsomely  and  in  proportion  to  Trinity 
College  you  had  better  not  do  this  thing  at  all." 

I  now  come  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill, 
I  say,  firsb  of  all,  that  anybody  who  studies 
the  debate  on  the  Bill  of  1883  will  find 
that  the  scheme  now  presented  to  the 
House  is  free  from  all  the  great  objec- 
tions taken  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  scheme 
in  that  discussion  which  ended  in 
the  defe&t  of  the  Government.  It  was 
alleged  in  the  first  place  that  it  was 
grossly  unfair  to  the  Catholics  to  leave 
them  a  single  college  without  a  penny 
endowtuent  to  compete  a^nst  three 
richly  endowed  non-Catholic  colleges ; 
seoondly,  that  it  substituted  for  the 
healthy  rivalry  of  more  than  one,  a  single 
University  partaking  in  some  degree  of 
an  examining  board :  thirdly,  that  this 
sole  educational  University  was  subject 
to  restrictions  of  a  most  degrading  charac- 
ter which  would  have  made  it  a  hiughing 
stock  of  all  the  learning  of  Europe ; 
fourthly,  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  scheme 
proposed  to  interfere  with  powerful  in- 
stitutions in  Ireland  against  the  will  of 
those  interested  in  them;  and  fifthly, 
that  the  University  was  to  be  subject  to 
the  headship  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  making  it  more  or  less  of  a 
political  institution.    I  do  not  know  of 
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any  subject  upon  which  opinion  is  more 
unanimous  and  strong  in  Ireland  than  on 
the  question  of  "  hands  off"  this  matter  as 
far  as  the  Crown  is  concerned.  One  of 
the  main  causes  of  the  prosperity  of 
Trinity  College  has  been  the  fact  that 
the  Castle  and  the  Government  have 
no  power  of  interference  whatever. 
What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  new 
University  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
proposes  to  set  up  in  the  City  of  Dublin  ? 
It  is  to  be  free  and  self-governing.  I  do 
not  in  the  least  degree  quarrel  with  the 
provision  the  rignt  hon.  Gentleman 
announced  in  regard  to  the  nomination 
by  the  Crown  for  a  limited  number  of 
years,  because  in  the  ultimate  form  the 
University  is  to  be  absolutely  free  and 
^elf-governing.  There  is  to  be  absolute 
freedom  of  teaching.  We  have  been  con- 
tinually subjected  to  cruel  calumny  in 
this  House  by  the  accusation  that  we 
were  seeking  to  establish  in  Ireland  an 
institution  in  which  there  would  be  no 
freedom  of  teaching,  and  we  have  been 
told  over  and  over  again  in  this  House 
and  publicly  and  privately  in  the  library 
and  the  smoking-rooms  of  this  House  that 
the  difficulty  some  hon.  Members  experi- 
enced upon  this  question  was  that  they 
could  not  give  one  penny  of  public  money 
to  encourage  the  foundation  of  higher 
learning  where  the  teaching  would  be 
under  the  control  of  bishops  and  priests, 
I  claim  that  the  teaching  in  tbe  proposed 
University  will  be  as  free  as  in  any  Uni- 
versity in  Europe.  Modern  history  and 
modern  philosophy  will  not  be  excluded 
subjects  as  under  Mr.  Gladstone's  scheme 
of  1883.  There  will  be  no  exclusions, 
and  I  entirely  agree  that  it  is  a  maimed 
University  that  excludes  theology. 
We  shall  have  a  great  faculty  of 
theology  in  connection  with  our 
University,  but  we  shall  pay  for  it  out  of 
our  own  pockets,  and  we  willingly  accept 
the  clause  which  prevents  our  spending 
one  farthing  upon  religious  teaching. 
There  will  be  no  excluded  subjects. 
There  is  to  be  no  attempt  in  this 
University  scheme  to  interfere  with  the 
vested  interests  of  any  other  great 
institutions,  and,  while  it  is  not  proposed 
to  allocate  a  shilling  of  public  money 
to  any  denominational  purpose,  the 
principle  at  least  is  recognised  that 
something  should  be  done  and  some 
step  taken  towards  establishing  an 
equality  between  all  sections  of  the 
population  in  Ireland  in  the  m^^F  of 
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endowment.  The  first  question  which 
the  House  is  entitled  to  ask  and  which 
calls  for  an  answer  is,  will  a  University 
founded  on  the  principles  set  forth  in  the 
statement  of  the  Chief  Secretary  be 
acc^ted  by  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land  1  I  hare  no  hesitation  in  saying 
"  Yes"  to  that  qaestion.  It  will 
be  accepted  by  the  Catholics.  There 
has  in  the  past  been  a  great  deal  of 
misconception  and  misrepresentation  in 
discussing  this  question.  Two  things 
have  always  been  assumed  in  the 
debates,  public  and  private,  that  have 
takm  place  on  University  rducation 
for  Ireland.  First  of  all,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  demand  put  forward  on 
behalf  o(  Irish  Catholics  for  Univer- 
sity education  in  Ireland  was  purely  a 
clerical  demand ;  and,  secondly,  that  in 
matter  of  University  education 
nothing  would  satisfy  the  Irish  Catholics 
except  a  University  strictly  confined  to 
Catholics  and  absolutely  controlled  by 
the  prelates  of  their  Church.  To  both 
these  assumptions  I  give  a  most  absolute 
and  unqoatified  denial.  This  demand  is 
not  only  not  a  clerical  demand,  but  it  is 
a  demand  passionately  made  by  all 
Uioughtlul  men  in  Ireland  and  even  by 
manv  who  do  not  share  our  faith.  I 
challenge  all  hon.  Members  in  this  House, 
and  particularly  Nonconformist  friends, 
to  examine  critically  the  scheme  now 
put  forward  and  point,  if  they  can,  to 
any  one  particular  in  which  it  is  more 
clerical  or  less  free  than  either  Trinity 
Collie  or  the  late  Queen's  University. 
On  mat  ground  can  opposition  be  raised  1 
Can  such  a  proposal  be  objected  to  in  a 
country  where  three-fourths  of  the  popu- 
lation are  Catholic,  where  the  Protestants 
have  already  taken  possession  of  Trinity 
College,  and  where  there  is  a  great  flourish- 
ing Presbyterian  institution  in  the  North  1 
The  really  important  matter  is  that  the 
thing  will  be  free  and  there  will  be  no 
Ejects  and  it  will  truthfully  represent  the 
feelings  and  beliefs  of  the  students.  I 
invite  all  who  take  an  interest  in  this 
matter  to  scrutinise  this  Bill  and  view 
the  institution  from  this  point  of  view. 
W«  have  been  so  continually  taunted 
and  misrejHresented  in  this  matter  that  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  dwelling  upon  it. 
I  challenge  anyone  to  point  to  one  par- 
ticular in  which  this  proposed  University 
and  the  charter  are  more  clerical  or  less 
free  than  any  other  institution  for  higher 
education  in  this  country  or  in  Ireland. 
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I  will  go  further.  Are  hon.  Members 
who  have  offered  us  over  and  over  again 
Trinity  College  in  full  settlement  of  our 
demand  aware  that  for  100  years  no 
Protestant  layman  was  allowea  to  be 
Provost  1  Are  they  aware  that  since  the 
Queen's  College,  Belfast,  was  founded  no 
layman  has  oeen  Provost  1  Yet  our 
college  is  to  be.  started  under  the  presi- 
dency of  a  layman.  When  I  talk  about 
freedom  I  am  one  of  those  who  have 
deeply  and  firmly  believed  that  true 
religion  has  no  fear  of  the  pursuit  of 
truth,  and  furthermore  I  have  believed 
that  that  religion  which  is  afraid  of  the 
untrammelled  and  free  pursuit  of  truth 
is  doomed.  This  University  is  to  be 
perfectly  free,  and  the  professors  are  not 
to  be  called  upon  to  sign  any  U9der- 
takin|;.  There  is  really  a  lot  of  un- 
conscious hypocrisy  in  this  House  and  in 
the  country.  I  myself  was  a  teacher  in 
the  old  Catholic  University  which  is 

foing  to  be  incorporated  in  this,  and 
was  never  asked  to  sign  anything. 
But  there  is  a  discipline  set  up  and  main- 
tained by  this  House  in  the  Queen's 
University,  which  has  been  held  up  as  a 
free  institution  and  as  a  sample  of  free 
teaching.  \¥hat  have  the  professors  of 
that  college  to  do  ?  The  moment  a  man 
is  appointed  a  professor  of  Queen's 
College  he  has  to  sign  this— 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  hereby  promiB©  that  in  lectur- 
ing and  examimng  aad  in  the  performance  of 
all  other  duties  connected  with  my  Chair,  I  will 
carefully  abstain  from  teaching  or  advancing: 
any  doctrine,  or  making  any  statement  de- 
rogatory  to  the  truths  at  revealed  reli^on 
or  injurioQS  or  disrespectful  to  the  religions' 
conviotianB  of  any  portion  <rf  my  class  or 
andience." 

Who  is  to  be  judge  ?  And  that  is  your 
Government  system  of  free  teaching ! 
The  professors  hare  to  go  beyond  thatr 
because  Ihey  have  to  say — 

"  I,  moreover,  promise  to  the  Ffeesident 
and  Council  that  I  will  not  introduce  or  discuss- 
in  my  place  or  capacity  as  profesaor  any  subject 
of  controversy,  politick  or  religious,  tending  to 
produce  contention  or  excitement," 

That  is  freedom.  We  will  not  degrade 
the  professors  in  our  Universities  by 
requiring  them  to  enter  into  any 
such  matter.  We  trust  the  truth  of 
oui  religion.  Speaking  as  an  Irish 
Catholic  I  am  quite  content  to  ff>  even 
far  beyond  that  in  my  desire  to  pro- 
tect the  freedom  of  our  professors,  and  to 
give  to  those  who,may  be-.dismis8ed  an. 
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appeal  to  the  Crown.  It  is  manifest 
that  a  professor  must  be  subject  to  dis- 
missal. He  may  be  guilty  of  scandaloaa 
■condnctf  and  therefore  there  must  be 
power  to  dismiss  a  professor.  That 
power  will  reside  in  the  Senate,  but  in 
order  to  remove  all  feeling  of  doubt  I 
-will  be  quite  willing  to  agree  that,  as 
against  any  arbitrary  exercise  o{  that 
power,  the  professor  should  have  an 
appeal  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  to  a  Board 
•of  Visitors  appointed  by  ihe  Grown. 
It  will  satisfy  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
and  by  reasonable  endowment  and 
fair  and  generous  treatment  such  as  is 
Tecommended  by  the  Robertson  Com- 
mission, I  venture  to  think  that  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  may,  although  his  time 
in  Ireland  has  been  rather  a  stormy  one, 
feel  that  he  has  done  a  great  work.  The 
light  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  if  he  could 
succeed  it  would  be  an  ample  recompense 
iio  him  for  having  crossed  the  Irish  Sea. 
I  understand  that  that  passage  is  not 
a  pleasant  operation,  but  I  ask  him  to  be 
of  good  courage.  If  he  succeeds  in  doing 
for  Ireland  in  this  matter  what  Mr. 
Gladstone  failed  to  do  thirty*five  years 
ago,  then  his  name  will  be  honourably 
associated  with  the  country.  I  listened 
-with  sympathy  to  the  speech  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  because  in  this 
matter  we  share  one  view.  While  the 
greatest  interest  a  country  has  is  educa- 
tion, by  far  the  greatest  education  in- 
terest of  a  country  is  higher  education. 
Many  say  that  all  depends  on  primary 
■education.  That  is  a  false  idea.  The 
foundation  of  alt  education  is  higher 
education ;  the  real  foundation  and 
beginning,  whether  it  be  in  histoiy  or 
plulosophy,  is  the  higher  education  of 
the  people,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  all 
-education  in  Ireland  to-day  is  in  such  an 
unsatisfactory  state.  As  regards  the 
great  mass  of  thej)eopIe,  they  have  been 
left  without  any  facility  for  securing 
higher  education.  They  are  passionately 
<levoted  to  it,  and  I  assure  the  House 
that  in  dealing  with  this  matter  you  are 
not  dealing  witii  the  interests  of  the  rich 
but  with  the  interests  of  the  poor  If 
you  throw  open  to  them  the  door  to  the 
higher  culture,  they  will  avail  tJiemselves 
of  it  to  the  infinite  and  incalculable  bene- 
fit of  the  nation. 
Mr.JHlhn. 


Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  said 
that  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  introducing  the  Bill  could 
scarcely  have  been  better  conceived, 
and  certainly  the  measure  could  not 
have  been  brought  forward  with  less 
offence  to  those  who  differed  from  t^e 
principles  which  it  contained.  In  making 
the  remarks  which  he  should  feel  called 
upon  to  make  he  might  run  counter  to 
the  feelings  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
I  gangway,  and  while  he  would  not  shrink 
from  doing  so  he  would  try  to  give  as 
little  offence  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  had  given  to  Unionist  Mem- 
bers from  Ulster.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  said  that  the  scheme 
sketched  by  the  Chief  Secretary  was,  so 
far  as  he  could  see,  the  best  of  aU  possible 
schemes  for  dealing  witib  the  problem  of 
University  education  in  Ireland.  He 
concurred  in  that  once  it  was  admitted — 
and  it  appeared  to  be  admitted  from  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
and  from  the  other  speeches  to  which  they 
had  listened — that  they  were  going  to 
settle  the  question  of  h^her  education  in 
Ireland  on  grounds  of  denominational 
endowment.  It  was  because  he  and  his 
colleagues  were  returned  from  a  part  of 
the  coimtry  in  which  feeling  was  very 
strongly  against  denominational  endow- 
ment of  any  religion  that  they  felt  it  their 
duty,  now  that  it  was  made  clear  that  the 
scheme  involved  the  endowment  of 
denominational  education  as  a  solution 
of  the  University  question,  to  say  that 
in  accordance  with  their  pledges  to  their 
constituents  they  would  oppose  it  at 
eveiy  step.  Every  objection  he  took  to 
the  endowment  and  establishment  of  a 
denominational  University  from  which 
his  Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen 
would  derive  advantage  applied  with 
equal  force  to  the  proposed  endowment 
of  a  Presbyterian  University  in  Belfast, 
because  in  common  fair  play  and  justice 
they  could  not  assent  to  that  while  ob- 
jecting to  Roman  Catholics  receiving  an 
endowment.  He  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  somewhat 
extraordinary  history  of  the  last  twelve 
months  which  had  led  to  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill,  because  he  wished  to  prove  that 
in  bringing  forward  this  Bill  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  acquiesced'^uv^^ Remand 
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ppt  forward  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
luerarchy.  He  did  not  question  their 
right  or  their  conBcientiousness.  It  was 
the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  who  occa- 
sioned the  imjKuse  and  killed  the  use- 
fulness of  the  Queen's  Colleges.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Bishops  were  the 
guardians  of  the  faith  and  morals  of 
their  own  flocks,  and  it  was  their  action 
which  had  caused  the  difficulty  for  which 
Ihe  Chief  Secretary  was  now  proposing 
a  solution.  If  the  proposals  were 
accepted  by  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway  it  was  because  they  were 
satisfactory  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy.  The  Roman  Catholic  hier- 
archy had  put  forward  their  demand 
before  Commission  after  Commission, 
and  there  was  very  little  doubt  as  to 
where  the  real  kernel  of  the  matter  fay. 
They  were  going  to  have  set  up  in  Dublin 
denominational  education  which  pleased 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy.  The 
Protestant  leaders  in  Belfast  had  never 
made  any  request  for  a  denominational 
college  in  that  city,  and  the  gift  which 
had  been  thrown  at  their  heads  was 
absolutely  gratuitous.  It  was  to 
balance  the  University  in  Dublin  which 
was  granted  to  comply  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  demand.  The  question  of  the 
endowment  of  a  Presbyterian  University 
had  been  brought  up  in  the  General 
Assembly  in  Belfast.  That  was  a  demo- 
cratic assembly  consisting  of  ministers 
and  laity,  and  he  defied  anyone  to  say 
that,  outside  of  the  professional  interest, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  had  ever  put 
fo-ward  a  claim  for  the  endowment  of  a 
University  in  Belfast,  and  yet  they  weie 
to  have  there  a  denominational  Univer- 
sity of  a  soit  to  which  it  was  appro- 
priate to  affiliate  Ifagee  College  in  the 
city  of  Londonderry.  It  was  trans- 
parent chaw  th&v  was  a  mere  make- 
weight to  give  the  semblance  of  equality 
tad  to  enable  the  Government  to  satisfy 
the  demand  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops.  He  wished  to  call  attention 
to  the  circumstances  which  had  preceded 
the  introdootion  of  this  Bill.  There 
was  the  scheme  of  Mr,  Btyce  intro- 
doced  to  the  public  with  what  was  really 
an  ultimatum.  The  light  hon.  Gentle- 
man said — 

"  I  can  hold  out  no  hope  that  any  other  will 
be  proposed  by  the  present  GoTernment.  It 
ttpcwento  our  caiviotioDB." 


The  Chief  Secretary  entertained  those 
convictions,    for    in    April    last  he 

was  asked  if  Mr.  Bryoe's  scheme  still 
held  the  field,  and  he  replied  that  there 
was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  state- 
ment that  the  Government  had  aban- 
doned the  proposed  legislation  on  the 
University  question.  In  July  he  said 
that  Mr.  Bryce*8  scheme  had  achieved  the 
satisfactory  result  of  bringing  about 
greater  agreement  and  consensus  of 
opinion  in  Ireland  than  any  other  scheme 
that  had  yet  been  produced.  The  present 
Bill  was  denominational  from  start  to 
finish.  From  the  moment  of  its  inception 
the  scheme  had  been  brought  about  with 
the  acquiescence  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  in  Ireland.  Ireland,  in  spite  of 
t^e  pacific  rule  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
was  in  a  very  disturbed  state  last  autumn. 
The  right  hon.  Gfentleman  minimised 
the  outrage  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
although  he  admitted  it  in  the  country. 
At  Southampton  he  spoke  of  the  legis- 
lative benefits  he  had  in  store  for  Ireland 
(he  alluded,  of  course,  to  University 
education),  and  he  said  publicly,  and 
practically  gave  notice,  that  if  that 
system  of  outrage  were  permitted  to 
continue  it  would  be  impossible  to  induce 
the  House  of  Commons  to  grant 
any  of  those  legislative  benefits. 
AlmiMt  immediately  afterwards  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam 
denounced  cattle-drivii^;  as  immoral 
and  ordered  it  to  cease ;  and  in  some 
dioceses  in  the  West  the  same  course 
was  taken.  This  University  Bill  was 
part  of  the  price,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  bringing  it  in  to  fulfil  the 
promise  of  legislative  benefits  to  various 
people  for  putting  down  cattle-driving. 
[An  Hon.  Member  on  the  Ministerial 
Benches :  What  about  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  ?]  It  was  true  that  the 
Leider  of  the  Opposition  had  always 
supported  a  Roman  Catholic  University 
and  favoured  this  Bill,  but  the  righthon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  his  opinions  on  it 
were  personal,  and  that  other  Members 
oonld  Tote  according  to  theii  own  con- 
Tictions.  That  was  what  he  was  going 
to  do.  The  arrangement  between  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  and  the  action 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  in  introducing 
I  the  Bill  were  very  significant  facta. 
The  probable  cause  was  that  Trinity 
College  had  been  left  bUt  Df^l^i'^Bill. 
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In  the  Bill  and  the  Charter  it  would  be 
found  that  Trinity  College  was  not 
mentioned.  The  Frorost  of  Trinity 
College  was  an  old  friend  of  his, 
for  he  was  his  tutor  at  college; 
and  no  doubt  he  considered  that  so  long 
as  Trinity  College  was  untouched,  de- 
nominational education  might  be  set  up 
in  Dublin.  It  was  a  regrettable  thing 
that  the  force  and  weight  of  Trinity 
College  dioold  be  used  to  assist  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  retrograde  measure. 
He  believed  that  Trinity  College  wes 
short-sighted,  because  it  was  in  Ireland 
the  national  University  and  held  out 
inducements  to  men  of  all  religious 
creeds.  If  the  Bill  passed,  undoubtedly 
Presbyterian  students  in  Ireland  would 
go  to  the  Presbyterian  Univeruty  in 
Belfast,  and  Boman  Catholic  students 
in  the  same  way  would  go  to  the  new 
college  in  Dublin.  Thus  Trinity  College 
.from  being  the  national  University  would 
be  degraded  to  a  meresectarianUniversity. 
Although  the  students  who  would 
attend  it  would  be  fellow-members  of 
his  own  Church,  he  maintained  that  it 
would  have  been  to  their  interest  to 
have  thrown  in  their  lot  with  those  who 
objected  to  sectarian  education  rather 
than  have  submitted  to  a  Bill  the  efiect 
of  which  would  be  to  turn  Trinity  College 
into  a  mere  Church  of  Ireland  secular 
training  college.  He  regretted  it,  but 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  able  to  boast 
of  the  help  of  some  of  the  senior  fellows 
of  Trinity  College ;  and  he  had  paid  tiie 
price  for  it.  The  whole  inducement  of  Tit. 
Bryce's  Bill  wae  that  Nationalists  and 
the  BAdical  section  of  the  Presbyterians 
would  get  a  chance  of  destroying  Trinity 
College. 

M&.  DILLON :  So  far  as  I  am  per- 
sonally concerned,  I  have  alwa^  been 
in  favour  of  this  scheme  and  oppraed 

to  the  other. 

Mb.  MOORE  said  he  had  a  very  keen 
recollection  of  a  speech  of  over  an  hour's 
length  delivered  in  the  House,  by  thehon. 
llfombw  for  East  Mayo,  in  which  he  used 
luiguage  of  malevolence,  or,  if  that  was 
not  a  Parliamentary  phrase,  of  bitter 
and  extreme  denunciation  towards  Trinity 
College.  Trinity  College  was  denounced 
as  the  narrow,  bigoted,  political  fortress 
of  aacwidency,  and  no  words  to  be  found 

Mr,  Moore. 
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in  the  hon.  Member's  unlimited  vocabu- 
lary were  too  bad  to  describe  his  hatred 
of  Trinity  College.  Therefore,  that  la- 
ment over,  Mr.  Bryce's  Bill  could  not 
have  fallen  on  deaf  ears  in  the  Roman, 
Catholic  party,  and  in  a  section  of  the 
Radical  Presbyt^ans  in  the  North 
of  Ireland.  That  was  the  genesis  of 
the  present  Bill.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  an  interview  with  Cardinal  Logne, 
at  which  his  University  proposals  were 
discussed.  Far  be  it  from  him  to  sn^st 
that  it  was  not  perfectly  right  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  see  Cardinal 
Logne,  but  it  was  perfectly  evident  from 
the  date  of  that  visit  that  his  proposals 
had  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland. 
W)iat  had  happened  since  \  Hon.  Ifom- 
bers  below  the  gangway  had  submitted 
to  having  their  national  aerpirations 
deadened.  They  were  met  with  un- 
satisfactory speeches  from  the  Front 
Treasury  Bench.  The  Chief  Secretary 
uttered  his  non  fossumus  and  hon.  Gten- 
tlemen  below  the  gangway,  knowing 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  were 
wfdting  for  this  BUI,  said  nothing.  [An 
HoK.  Member  on  the  OFposmoN 
Benches :  Muzzled.]  -Yes ;  after  the 
debate  in  the  House  they  were  muzzled  ; 
but  while  the  muzzle  did  not  prevent 
them  from  barking,  it  did  prevent  them 
from  biting.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
University  Bill  on  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  had  set  their  hearts,  there 
would  have  been  e^hty-two  Ishmaelites 
out  that  day  on  a  tomahawking  expedi- 
tion. He  did  not  know  whether  the 
lahmaelites  had  tomahawks  or  not ; 
but  he  might  be  allowed  to  substitute  the 
mediffival  equivalent.  It  was  undoubted 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  had 
nrade  that  demand,  and  the  present  effort 
of  the  right  hon.  G^entleman  was  to  meet 
it.  Although  that  had  been  studiously 
omitted  from  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  previous  day,  nor  had 
any  hint  of  this  proposal  been  given, 
yet  it  was  suggested  that  this  solu- 
tion of  the  University  problem  was 
satisfactory  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops,  while  it  was  said  at  ths  same 
time  that  it  was  not  a  denominational 
system.  The  two  things  were  an  im- 
possibility. He  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Liberal  Party 
that  they  had  boasted,  again^a^^gain 
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in  this  Parliament  that  they  were  the 
lai^ieet  Nonconformist  majority  in  the 
House  oi  Commons  since  the  days  of 
Cromwell.  They  boasted  that  they  were 
the  true  Protestant  party ;  but  he  would 
like  to  furnish  them  with  a  quotation  from 
Hr.  Gladstone,  in  a  lettet  to  the  late  Queen 
In  1873,  on  his  Irish  Univeznty  ^iH — 

"  It  is  not  in  the  power  or  will  of  Her 
lUjeety's  wlTiiers  to  paruhase  Irish  support 
hj  BUMerriency  to  the  Irish  Bishops." 

That  was  the  Gladstonian  position  in 
Z873  ;  it  was  entirely  different  from  the 
policy  of  the  Radical  front  bench  in 
1908.  As  to  the  definite  proposals  in  the 
Bill,  the  House  wonld  recoUect — ^it  had 
been  bwne  in  upon  them  by  the  Esti- 
mates— that  there  was  this  year  an 
increase  on  the  Irish  expenditure  already, 
without  any  question  of  education, 
of  £85,000.  They  were  told  that  there 
was  no  money  forthcoming  for  land 
purchase  in  beland.  They  were  told 
on  another  occasion  that  the  land 
question  was  the  biggest  in  Ireland. 
They  had  been  told  ^t  the  Treasury 
for  Irish  purposes  was  depleted,  that 
there  were  no  financial  means  to  stop 
the  mouths  of  the  Irish  Members.  But 
it  was  now  proposed  to  increase-  the 
^nancial  expenditure  on  Ireland  by 
£43,000  a  year.  Before  the  House 
agreed  to  burden  the  already  over- 
burdened Estimates,  they  ought  to  see 
what  sort  of  body  it  was  going  to  pay  for, 
and  what  were  its  principles.  If  on 
examination  it  was  found  that  it  was 
dennminationalism,  pure  and  simple, 
which  was  going  to  be  established,  they 
ought  to  reject  the  proposals  of  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bast  Mayo  took  great 
satisfaction  in  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  Univerraties  in  the  near 
{uture  would  be  free.  He  understood 
perfectly  what  the  hon.  Member  meant 
by  free.  He  meant  free  from  outside, 
free  from  the  control  of  the  Government. 
At  present  the  professors  in  the  Queen's 
College  were  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  1^  hon.  Member  looked  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  those  colleges 
would  appoint  and  dismiss,  subject  to  th? 
right  of  appefd,  their  own  professorial 
staff  and  conduct  their  own  arrangements. 
The  moment  they  made  a  college  or  a 
University  free  from  outside  control, 
«nd  free  £tom  a  government  which  cared 
nothing  for  any  party,  they  would  enable 
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them  to  hang  round  the  neck  of  theii 
students  the  fetters  of  denominational- 
ism.    Opposed  as  he  was  to  the  endow- 
ment  of  any   denominationalism,  he 
would  look  forward  with  regret  to  a 
college  in  Belfast  in  which  all  the  pio- 
feasoxs  and  students  were  Presbyteiiana, 
and  where  everything  was  to  be  dona 
under  a  Presbyterian  colour,  and  he 
would   look   forward   with  regret  to 
the  time  when  there  would  be  no  power 
of  interference  with  them  to  prevent 
their  system  becoming  denominational. 
The  same  remark  applied  with  equal 
force  to  the  new  University  in  Dublin. 
He  did  not  know  what  the  safeguards 
would  be.   The  safeguards  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  looked  forward 
were  that  there  would  be  a  majority 
of  the  laity  on  the  governing  body  and 
no  tests,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  laid 
great    stress    on    the   terms   of  the 
Bill  which  provided  that  there  should 
be    no    tests,    but   everybody  knew 
that  they  might  have  a  University  as 
denominational  as  they  chose  to  make 
it  without  any  test  at  all.   If  he  had 
the  power  to  make  a  governing  body 
to-morrow  he  could  take  twenty-eight 
clergymen   of   the   h  on.   Gentleman*  s 
Church,  his  own  Church,  or  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  result  would  be 
to  make  as  denominational  a  college 
or  University  as  any  man  could  wish 
for,  and  not  a  word  about  it  in  the 
charter.    But  the  security  was  sup- 
posed to  be  afforded  by  a  lay  majority. 
He  did  not  know  whether  that  position 
was  ever  dealt  with  or  summed  up 
better  than  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Montrose  in  a  debate 
in  the  year  1898.  The  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  said — 

"  The  Bishops  as  I  understuicl,  agree  thst 
there  is  to  be  a  preponderance  of  laymen  on  the 
governing  body,  bot  they  are  to  be  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith." 

That  would  be  the  govecjing  body  under 
the  Chief  Secretary's  proposals.  It  was 
not  suggested  that  there  was  to  be 
allowed  a  Protestant  majority  in  the 
new  college  at  Dablin,  or  a  Presbyterian 
majority  in  the  new  University  at  Belfast. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  said  he  controlled  the 
body  for  the  first  five  years. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that  during  the  first 
five  years  studfln^^joii^^a^feder 
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the  auspices  of  the  first  people,  and  it  was 
daring  the  first  five  years  that  the  people 
come  in  who  were  to  elect  their  saccessors. 
Was  there  eaiy  doubt  what  the  result 
would  be  in  a  Univexaity  establish^  on 
those  lines  1  TheSecietazyof  Ii^iawent 
on  to  say — 

"  I  oonfeBS  I  am  not  satisfied  that  this  pre- 

Ecmderance  of  laymea  over  ecclesiastics  urould 
B  a  very  solid  guarantee,  becaose  in  more 
ohnreliM  than  the  Roman  Catholio  there  is  a 
■peoies  of  persons  known  as  '  the  clerically' 
minded  lajrman,'  so  I  am  not  satisfied  that  a 
prorimon  for  the  preponderance  of  laymen 
would  be  any  adequate  guarantee." 

He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  perfectly  right,  and  from  start  to 
finish  he  had  never  heard  £rom  the  Chief 
Secretary,  or  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Hayo,  anything  which  would  prevent  these 
collies  becoming  denominational  in 
every  sense  of  the  word. 

Mb.  DILLON  inquired  whether  it 
would  not  be  perfectly  fair  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  India  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  go  on  and  read  that  he  said  he 
would  accept  this  proposal  as  a  guarantee 
because  it  was  a  self-governing  body  ? 
i 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  had  not  seen  that, 
but  if  the  hon.  Member  said  it  was  so  he 
would  accept  his  statement.  The  Chief 
Secretary  was  setting  up  a  college  or 
University  for  Roman  Catholics,  and  he 
}\&d  taken  advantage  of  a  play  upon 
words  to  say  that  it  waB  not  a 
Roman  Catholic  University.  If  it  was  a 
Roman  Catholic  University,  as  soon  as 
that  appeared  to  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoiite 
their  plec^es  would  compel  them  to  vote 
against  it.  Here  was  a  college,  of  which 
the  governing  body  and  the  students 
were  all  Roman  Catholics,  and  they  had 
power  to  elect.  Was  there  any  doubt 
that  it  would  become  a  Roman  Catholic 
University  ?  That  question  was  never 
dealt  with  better  than  by  a  distinguished 
junst  who  had  been  quoted  with  approval 
by  the  Chief  8eoret»iy  and  compli- 
mented by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bast  Mayo. 
That  was  Lord  Robertson,  who  said — 

"  Our  Report  makes  it  ulear  that  a  college 
for  Roman  Catholics  or  a  University  for  Roman 
Catholics  must  be  a  Roman  Catholio  institution, 
with  limitations  of  thought  correspooding  to 
the  requirements  of  tin  authoritatiTe  tx- 
ponents  of  that  creed." 

Jf  r.  Moore, 
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In  this  House  the  -  very  first  time  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
differed  from  bon.  Members  below  th» 
gangway  was  on  the  Universi^ 
question,  and  he  tore  to  shieds. 
tne  ]^tence  that  a  Univmnty  for 
Roman  Catholics  was  not  a  Roman 
CathoHc  Univeirity.  He  said  that  h» 
thought  it  was  possible  to  overcome- 
certain  difficulties  in  the  way  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  without  setting  np^ 
a  Catholic  University.  There  onght. 
not  to  be  any  difficulty  at  all  in 
setting  up  a  Universily  into  which  the^ 
poor  boy  could  enter,  and  in  which  tiie- 
Roman  Catholic  creed  conld  be  pat  on» 
an  equality  with  every  otiier  creed,  but: 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  said  thm  must- 
be  something  more  than  that  behind  the- 
demands  of  Irish  Members,  and  that  the- 
real  object  must  be  to  set  upa  Univernty^. 
Catholic  in  tone,  Catholic  in  atmosphere^ 
in  a  word,  a  Catholic  Univeisi^.  Th&- 
Piesident  of  the  Board  of  l^de  conld" 
not  make  any  distinction  between  that 
and  a  Roman  Catholic  University,  and 
said  that  the  Nonconformists  would  oppose- 
the  constitution  of  such  an  institution,, 
no  matter  from  what  side  of  the  House  it 
came.  Those  were  the  opinions  of  the' 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  1898^. 
an!d  it  would  be  a  matter  of  interest  to- 
the  Honse  before  the  Bill  reached  itr- 
final  stage  to  see  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  now  prepared,  as  the  CMeL' 
Secretary  was,  to  d^tinguish  between" 
a  University  for  Roman  Catholics  and  a. 
Roman  Catholic  University.  He  had' 
described  the  Bill  as  prodoced  in  lei^ 
to  the  demands  of  the  Roman  Oath^ 
Bishops,  and  he  would  very  briefly 
summarise  to  the  Honse  what  those- 
demands  were.  In  1864  Pope  Pius  the- 
Ninth  issued  to  the  World  his  "  Syllabus^ 
of  Errors,"  and  he  started  in  the  first- 
place  with,  as  the  primary  error,  educa- 
ton  not  subject  to  clerical  controL 
Again  and  again,  moreover,  Hkn  Boman 
Catholic  Chnrdi  had  denounced  mi»d 
education  grants.  In  1871  the  Bishops 
passed  a  series  of  Resolntions,  one  of 
which  ran — 

"  In  union  trith  the  Holy  See  and  the  Bisbooa 
of  the  Catholio  world,  we  again  renew  our  oft- 
repeated  condemnation  of  mixed  educatitm  as 
intrinsically  and  grievously  dangerous  to  faitb 
and  morals,  wad  tending  to  pwpetuate  dis- 
sensions, insubordination,  and^isafteptipo  in 
this  country."  Digitized  by  VjOOyTC 
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From  that  date  to  this  there  had  never 
been  anj  question  on  the  part  of  the 
Roman  CathoUc  bishops  about  mixed 
education.  In  another  document  under 
their  hand  they  repudiated  again  the  error 
ctmdemned  hy  Pope  Vim  IX.,  and 
sud  that  education  must  to  some  extent  be 
under  clerical  supervision  or  control.  They 
had  always  set  their  faces  against  mixed 
education  even  in  regard  to  the  technical 
instruction  given  under  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.   There  had  in  those 
cases  been  protests  against  young  people 
of  difEermt  churches  being  allowed  to 
meet  at  certun  training  colleges.  He 
was  not  complaining  of  that,  they  had 
a  right  to  enforce  it  if  they  did  not  like 
it,  but  if  they  did,  let  it  not  be  said 
that  it  was  not  denominational  educa- 
tion.  It  seemed  to  him  that  that  was  the 
whole  subject  with  which  the  Bill  was 
dealing,  viz.,  the  setting  up  of  denomina- 
tional education  in  Irehuid.    He  and  his 
frierd^consideredthatsuchaproposal  was 
retrograde.    Trinity  College,  Dublin,  had 
been  struggling  to,  and  had  thrown  off  its 
whole  tendency  to  be  denominational. 
On  the  Continent  they  could  see  the 
same  thing  taking  place  in  Spain,  and  in 
Bavaria.   The  whole  tendency  of  any 
University  now  was  to  shake  off  the 
shacUes  of  any  Church.  As  would  be 
seen  from  the  correspondence  in  The 
Times,  the  struggle  was  going  on.  If 
one  of  the  professors  taught  Modernism 
where  there  was  a  representative  of  thePope 
in  the  country  to  which  the  University 
belonged,  biscQsmissal  was  called  for.  As 
soon  as  ever  a  man  raised  lus  voice  against 
the  Papal  Encyclical  and  in  favour  of 
Modernism,   there  was  a   conflict  as 
to  the  right  of  firee  teaching.   Th«  same 
consideration  did  not  arise  so  often  in 
the  Presbyterian    Church,   but  there 
would  be   at   any  rate  a  source  of 
friction.    Ik  was  a  retrograde  step ;  the 
Government  were   going   to    set  up 
under  a  teaching  University  in  Dublin 
tiie  sum  shackles  which,  in  this  country, 
we  were  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  year 
after  year.    They  in  Ireland  objected  very 
much  to  this  process  of  segregation. 
They  thought  it  was  an  infinite  pity 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  kept  their 
people  away  from,  the  Protestants  as 
if  they  were  heretics  and  there  ve.a 
some  contagion  about  them.   It  was 


in  unfortunate  thing  and  did  not  make 
for  better  feeling  in  Ireland.    In  Belfast 
they  had  a  beautiful  hospital  to  which, 
everybody  might  go,  but  the  Roman 
C'.tholics  insisted  upon  having  a  hos- 
pital for  themselves,  and  when  that  sort 
of  thing  was  carried  to  the  longtli  of 
having  separate  graveyards  it  was  no 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  endow  separate  universities 
for  separate  creeds.    He  and  his  friends 
were  accustomed  to  be  reproached  with 
bigotry,  and  they  were  treated  as  if 
they  were  discussing  the  penal  laws, 
which  were  not   now   in   force,  and 
objecting  to  their  repeal.   They  had  no 
objections  to  the  Roman  Catholics  open- 
ing a  U.iiversity  if  they  wanted  one, 
but  why  should  Protestants  be  taxed 
set  up  a  Catholic  University,  when 
this  country  said   that   all  religiona 
should  be  equal  before  the  1  iw  ?  All 
the  tempore  1  possessions  of  the  Irish 
Church  had  been  taken  from  her,  and 
from  the  moment  they  were  taken,  it  was 
3aid  that  in  Ireland  there  was  to  be 
absolute  equality  between  all  the  religions. 
This  propoa  \\  to  endow  the  Presbyterian 
Church  which  had  not   Bsked  for  it 
with  a  University  in  Belfast,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  which  had  asked 
for  it  over  and  over  again  with  its  own 
University  in  Dublin,  was  an  absolutely 
retrograde  policy.   He  would  give  one 
more  quotation  from  a  man  who  was  a 
strong  Presb>'teri^n  and  had  been  presi- 
dent of  tiia  Presbyterian  body  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  Mr.  Bryce*8  Bill. 
That  gentleaian  s  id — 

'*  la  conoluBiou  he  hoped  they  wonld  treat 
the  new  scheme  of  three  nniTersitiea  that  were 
bouod  to  be  eectariau  less  or  more  with  the 
most  nncomimiini^iig  hostility.  They  should 
resist  to  the  uttermost  the  noticm  <rf  dividing 
the  yonth  of  the  ooontry  in  their  beat  and  most 
generous  days  of  life  into  three  hostile  campf, 
since  they  were  already  divided  enough.  There- 
was  no  squaring  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
There  was  no  'deal.'  The  Presbyterian  forms 
of  procedure  did  not  admit  of  such  a  thing. 
They  were  a  free  and  open  court.  Their 
resolutions  were  in  favour  of  the  establishment 
of  one  University,  with  constituent  colleges  on 
an  unseotarian  basiv." 

On  the  face  of  it,  it  became  more  and 
more  evident  that  the  real  object  of 
this  Bill  was  not  to  establish  equality 
between  religious  denomioations  in  Ire- 
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Boman  Catholic  bishops.  Ulster  Hem- 
bers  were  frequently  told  that  they  were 

narrow-minded  and  met  all  these  pro- 
posals with  a  direct  negative.  He  be- 
lieved there  had  been  a  great  change 
of  opinion  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  was 
not  in  the  direction  witdied  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway.  The 
people  were  b^;inning  to  ask  them- 
selves why,  when  there  was  a  splendid 
University  in  Dublin,  to  whom  every- 
body might  go,  and  Queen's  Colleges 
at  Belfast  and  Cork,  the  privilege 
of  going  to  these  places  was  not 
permitted,  as  a  matter  of  Church 
policy,  by  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops. 
It  was  a  hard  thing  to  say,  and  he  spoke 
in  all  sincerity  when  he  said  that  he  did 
not  like  to  say  hard  things,  but  he 
believed  that  if  the  House  put  its  foot 
down  and  said  that  denominational  en- 
dowment in  Ireland  was  a  retrograde 
policy,  and  that  they  would  have  no  part 
or  share  in  it,  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
would  recognise  the  inevitable  and  no 
longer  withold  from  their  people  the  edu- 
cation which  was  waiting  lor  them  theie, 
as  it  was  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

♦Mr.  butcher  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  that  the  speech  of  the  Chiif 
Secretary  in  introducing  this  Bill  was  a 
model  of  lucid  exposition ;  but  to  his  mind 
it  was  much  more,  and  he  desired  to  join 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  congratulating  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  having,  as  he  believed, 
found  a  solution  of  this  question  which 
would  commend  itself  to  the  en- 
lightened judgment  of  almost  every- 
body, both  in.  this  country  and  in 
Ireland.  No  one  would  suspect  him 
o!  any  undue  friendliness  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  on  the  side  of  Irish  adminis- 
tration and  policy,  but  his  feeling  on 
this  question  was  above  all  political 
interests.  He  believed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  found  a  way  out  of  a 
difficulty  which  had  perplexed  successive 
Chief  Secretaries.  He  himself  perhaps 
knew  asmuchasanyMemberof  the  House 
of  the  complexity  of  the  problem.  He  had 
sat  on  two  Commissions  and  had  listened 
to  evidence  which  had  filled  four  or  five 
volumes  of  Blue-books,  and  he  ventured 
to  say  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
brought  to  bear  on  a  bafiiing  difficulty  a 
candour  and  impartiality  and  statesman.  | 
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ship  wlu<di  would  make  hia  tenure  of  oflfice 
memorable.  Few  mrsoiis  would  dispute 

that  the  equity  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
demand  had  been  proved.  No  less 
than  five  Chief  Secretaries  since  1886 
had  admitted  it.  Since  1901  two  Royal 
Comnussions,  on  which  sat  men  repre- 
sentatives of  all  our  Universities  and  all  the 
churches  in  the  Kingdom  had  declared 
with  hardly  a  dissentient  voice  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  demand  was  a  just 
demand  and  ought  to  be  met.  Nor 
could  the  urgency  of  the  demand  be 
denied.  It  was  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  University  education  was  woree  ofE 
in  Ireland  to-day  th^n  it  was  thirty 
years  ago.  At  th^t  time  a  crimina  1 
blunder  was  made  in  the  dissolution  of 
the  Queen's  University  and  the  substi- 
tution for  it  of  the  Royal  University, 
which,  whatever  its  merits,  was  edu- 
cationally indefensible.  During  the  last 
five  years  opinion  in  Ireland  had  been 
gradually  maturing  towards  a  solution 
of  this  kind,  and  he  believed  they  had 
now  arrived  well-nigh  at  unanimity 
regarding  the  main  lines  of  a  University 
scheme.  There  were  some  who  still  said, 
IVhy  should  not  Roman  Catholics  go  to 
Trinity  College  ?  He  was  content  with 
the  answer  that  experience  proved  that 
they  would  not  go  there.  He  agreed  with 
what  Mr.  Gladstone  said  in  1873,  that 
it  was  not  our  business  to  inquire  whether 
the  Roman  Catholics  were  right  or  \(-rong  ; 
the  question  for  us  was — supposing  they 
were  wrong  in  Uieir  view,  was  it  right  for 
us  to  exclude  them  from  University  train- 
ing and  culture  ?  Personally,  he  r  ejected 
the  idea  that  any  man  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  privileges  of  higher 
education  for  conscience  sake. 

There  were  two  cardinal  conditions 
without  which  no  scheme  of  University 
education  for  Roman  Catholics  could  be 
successful.  The  first  was  that  the  plan 
proposed  should  meet  with  the  approval 
of  those  in  whose  interests  it  was  pro- 
posed. It  was  not  enough  to  say : 
"  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive," — the  diiect 
opposite  of  that  which  was  asked  for. 
The  long  list  of  misunderstandings  and 
failures— as  in  1868,  1873,  1878— stood 
before  them  as  a  warning.  The  gift  was 
all  but  given  and  then  withdrawn  or 
given  in  a  form  which  nobody  desired . 
The  first  condition,  therefore,  weaij^at 
the    solution  pr«bf6tf v  SdyP^itisfy 
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natit^l  Bentiinent.  The  Beeond  con- 
dition was  that  it  must  on  the  academic 
side  sfttisfy  instructed  academic  opinion. 
It  yraa  not  worth  the  time  and  labour  of 
the  House,  or  worthy  of  its  dignity,  to 
set  up  institutions  which  h%d  no  promise 
of  an  intellectual  future,  no  lu>pe  of 
jnromoting  edaoation  or  advancii^;  leam- 
ing.  The  zeason  he  was  able  to  support 
the  Bill  was  that  he  believed  the  institu- 
tions which  it  proposed  to  found  would 
foster  all  the  elements  of  intellectual 
life  in  Ireland,  that  they  might  in  time 
become  great  seats  of  learning,  and  even 
liral  that  one  noble  UniTersity  which 
Ireland  now  possessed. 

Coming  to  the  Bill  itMlf  and  the 
I«opoBal8  which  had  been  sketohed  out, 
he  would  first  refer  to  Belfast.  He  had 
listened  with  astonishment  to  the  descrip- 
tion juBt  given  of  the  Belfast  University 
as  a  Presbyterian  University,  a  body  in 
its  essence  denominational.  It  might  as 
well  be  suggested  that  the  Universities  of 
Scotland  were  denominational  because 
the  mijority  of  the  students  were  Presby- 
terians. As  to  Edinbu^  University  he 
had  lived  there  a  good  many  years,  but 
it  had  never  occurred  to  him  that  the 
place  was  denominational.  It  was  true 
there  was  a  sort  of  negative  test — he 
forgot  the  exact  words — which  came  upon 
him  by  surprise  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  sign  it.  Its  e^ect  was  that  he  would 
not  in  his  teaching  do  anything  to  upset 
the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith. 
As  Plato,  ArstDtle,  and  Sophocles  did 
not  know  the  Westminster  Confession  of 
Faith,  he  felt  that  without  seriously 
embarrassing  his  conscience  he  might 
sign  that  test.  But  there  was  to  be  no  land 
of  test  in  the  University  of  Belfast.  He 
welcomed  the  fict  that  the  College  was 
now  prepared  to  accept  Univc  i  ;ity 
responsibiUties.  It  had  prospered un^ or 
adverse  conditions  ;  it  had  survived  the 
crippling  blow  dciit  it  in  the  destruction 
of  the  Queen's  University.  In  recen  t 
years  it  had  received  liberal  benefactions. 
He  felt  confident  that  civic  generosity 
would  be  still  further  elicited  when  it  had 
gained  University  status ;  tJiat  the  new 
institution  would  be  an  intellectual 
Btimulns  to  the  whole  district  around  ; 
and  thit,  as  in  Manchester,  Liverpool '  ni 
Birmingham  the  citizens  were  proud  of 
their  City  University,  so  in  a  very  few 


yean  to  oome  Belfast  would  xejince  over 
its  University  as  much  as  over  its  ship- 
building. Next  he  turned  to  the  federal 
University  with  its  seat  at  Dublin,  the 
other  constituent  colleges  being  Cork  and 
Galway.  Other  federal  Universities  had 
been  proposed  at  diyferent  times.  The 
federal  University  of  Hr.  Bryoe  was  to 
include  five  colleges,  one  of  which  wjs  to 
be  Trinity  College.  Now  a  federal  Uni- 
versity was  a  delicate  bit  of  mechanism, 
and  the  fatal  objection  to  the  Bryoe 
scheme  was  that  every  point  of  contact 
would  have  been  one  of  friction,  for  it 
brought  unwilling  yoke  -  fellows  into 
partnership  with  the  probability  of  early 
disruption.  Another  pzevioua  scheme 
of  federal  University  was  that  con- 
templated by  the  Robertson  Com- 
mission. In  that  there  were  to  be 
four  constituent  colleges,  including 
Belfast.  The  scheme  now  before  thefn 
embracing  only  three  constituent  colleges 
had  this  advantage  over  all  the  others , 
th  it  it  was  more  homogeneous ;  there 
was  in  it  no  distinct  cleavage  in 
academic  policy  or  religious  principles. 
Of  course,  it  would  have  a  Cat^lic 
atmosphere ;  otherwise  it  would  not 
satisfy  those  for  whom  it  was  intended. 
But  let  the  broad  fact  be  noted,  that 
there  were  to  be  no  tests  either  for 
students  or  professors ;  no  student  was 
to  be  debarred  from  competing  for  his 
rel^ous  belief;  and  tilieze  was  to  be 
no  endowment  out  of  public  funds  of 
any  theological  chair,  ^nlat  met  many 
people's  objections ;  but  there  was  a 
further  point.  Consider  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  governing  body.  There 
was  a  time  when  the  Bishops  insisted 
on  controlling  a  Catholic  Univeraty  by 
their  repiesentatives  as  the  governing 
body.  In  1897  they  modified  that 
claim,  and  they  said  they  would  accept 
a  majority  of  laymen.  In  1902,  in 
evidence  before  the  Robertson  Com- 
mission they  demanded  two  ex  officio 
representatives  on  the  Catholic  CoUege 
in  Dublin.  To-day,  if  he  understood 
aright,  they  had  entirely  withdrawn 
their  claim  for  ex  officio  representation, 
for  the  governing  body,  he  understood, 
was  to  be  as  free  from  tests  as  were  the 
students.  That  was  not  all.  The 
academic  freedom  of  the  governing 
body  rested  not  merely  or  chiefly  upon 
the  absence  of  tests,  buf^£^g  a|^ther 
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question — ^how  were  the  vacancies  in 
that  body  to  be  filled  up  ?  He  was  glad 
to  hear  from  the  Chief  Secretary  tiiat 
as  regards  its  permanent  constitation 
the  majority  would  consist  of  academi- 
cally elected  members.  Out  of  thirty-five 
members  seventeen  were  to  be  repre- 
sentatives of  the  constituent  colleges, 
and  five  were  to  represent  the  graduates. 
The  atmosphere,  therefore,  would  be 
determined  munly  by  the  character  of 
the  teachers  and  the  graduates — the 
right  way  of  determining  the  atmosphere. 
They  would  give  the  colour  and  tone  to 
University  policy ;  there  was  to  be  no 
external  power  exercising  controlling 
authority. 

He  had  said  that  a  federal  University 
was  a  delicate  mechanism ;  and  there 
were  two  main  conditions  of  harmonious 
work ;  which  he  desired  to  emphasise. 
One  was  that  the  representation  of  the 
constituent  colleges  on  the  governing 
body  should  be  a  fair  one,  in  particular 
that  a  just  balance  should  be  maintained 
between  the  claims  of  Dublin  and  Cork. 
■The  college  in  Dublin  would,  of  course, 
be  the  metropolitan  college  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  it  ought  to  be  national  and 
not  provincial,  large,  well-endowed,  and 
on  a  scale  sufficient  to  strike  the  imagina- 
tion. In  the  words  of  the  Robertson 
Commission — 

"  Unless  what  is  done  it  done  on  an  adequate 
and  impressive  scale,  it  need  not  be  done  at 
all.  It  is  neiessary  that  in  the  dignity  of  the 
_J)uiIding8,  the  emolunientH  of  the  teachere 
"aH3"tiie-eq:aip{neot  the  ef-tobiishment,  the 
institution  should  'ommand  respect  and  inspire 
enthusiasm." 

But  subject  to  this  condition,  he  would 
urge  on  the  House  that  the  claim  of 
Cork  for  a  place  of  due  importance  in  the 
University  system  should  be  fully  con- 
sidered. The  other  condition  of  success 
was  this — the  Chief  Secretary  had  alluded 
to  it  as  one  of  the  problems  of  the  case — 
that  there  must  be  the  largest  measure  of 
college  autonomy  that  was  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  of  a  high  academic 
standard.  The  detailed  suggestions  for 
effecting  that  end,  contained  in  the 
Heport  of  the  Robertson  Commission 
were,  he  thought,  compatible  with  what 
had  been  said  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  afternoon.  Ife  would  mention  two 
points.  One  concerned  the  appointment 
of  professors  in  the  constituent  colleges. 
Each  college  mu^^t  have,  he  did  not  say 

Mr,  Butcher, 


a  final  voice,  but  an  effective  vcuee  in 
the  selection  of  its  own  (Hrofessora. 
Secondly,  the  colleges  should  be  free, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  University 
Senate,  to  lay  down  their  own  courses 
of  study  and  to  carry  on  their  own 
examinations.  It  was  right  as  proposed 
by  the  Chief  Secretary,  tl^t  there  should 
be  an  outside  examiner,  who  had  a  power 
of  veto.  But  one  of  the  weaknMses 
of  most  federal  Universities  was  that 
the  teaching  body  was  more  or  less 
dissociated  from  the  examining  body; 
and  the  corrective  now  suggested  was 
that  the  teachers  should  themselves 
be  ez  officio  examiners,  their  results 
being  revised  by  an  external  and  im- 
partial authority.  He  noted  in  passing 
with  great  satisfaction  the  proposal 
that  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Queen's 
Colleges  at  Cork  and  Galway  should  be 
so  remodelled  as  to  bring  into  closer 
contact  with  the  districts  from  whidi 
they  drew  their  students. 

Ete  now  passed  to  the  only  two  features 
of  the  scheme  which  caused  him  some 
misgiving.  Both  were  connected  with 
the  question  of  affiliation.  The  first  was 
that  the  Senate  of  the  University"  was 
empowered  to  affiliate  various  colleges 
or  other  institutions.  Now  there  were 
in  Ireland  a  number  of  colleges,  second- 
ary  schools,  and  diocesm  seminaries 
which  imagined  themselves  to  be  up 
to  an  academic  standard,  partly  because 
they  had  sent  up  successful  students 
to  the  examinations  of  the  Royal  Uni- 
versity. Steady  pressure  would  be 
brovgHt  to  bear  on  the  Senate  to  affiliate 
such  institutions.  If  the  Senate  acted 
laxly  and  yielded,  they  would  have  all 
the  evils  of  the  Ro\*al  Univcriity  over 
again.  Young  men  cramming  in  their 
schools  and  seminaries,  never  studying 
in  an  academic  centre,  never  coming 
under  the  liberalising  influence  of  meeting 
fellow-students  in  a  larger  atmosphere, 
would  merelv  carry  on  the  present  edu- 
cational tradi;ion.  That  would  be  the 
ruin  of  the  a  heme.  The  only  answer 
under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  would  be  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  Senate  doing 
anything  so  foolish.  But  one  knew  wiict 
ec  lesii-sticil  pressure  was  i.i  Ireland  in 
educational  matters,  and  ho  regr  ttod 
ihit  such  a  responsibility  should  be  laid 
on  the  Senate.  Rather^  let^.tij-^  Bill 
itself  specify  th^^lMMtMiie'w  bo 
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affiliatmL  The  affitiation  question,  how- 
'ever,  becams  much  more  serious  in  deal- 
<Qg  with  the  two  theological  seminaries, 
Mvgee    and    M  vynooth    Colleges.  It 
ofEeaded  ag  \imt  all  academical  princi- 
ples to  allow  Tjsidence  at  a  theological 
seminary  to  count  as  residence  at  a 
University  for  the  purposes  o£  an  Arts 
•dagne.   He  knew  of  no  instance  in  which 
that  was  pernutted  in  any  other  couotrj-. 
Haynootli  wa0  a  great  and  organised 
institution,  one  of  the  most  powerful  in 
Ireland,  and  the  affiliated  college  would 
in  this  case  be  more  powerful  than  the 
«ollege  to  which  it  was  affiliated.  In 
time  it  might    dominate  the  whole 
University  system.    Dr.  O'Dwyer,  the 
Bishop  of  Limerick,  gave  evidence  on 
-this  question  before  the  Robertson  Com- 
mission.  He  laid  stress  on  the  necessity 
•of  havii^  an  edncated  clei^,  and  on 
"the  gain  that  would  result  if  clergy  and 
laity  became  friends  at  college  and 
■attended  the  same  lectures.   He  held 
•out  the  hope  tluit  some  200  students, 
candidates  for  the  priesthood,  would 
oome  from  Maynool^  every  year  to 
tftudy  at  the  Catholic  College  in  Dublin. 
But  this  idea  was  disclaimed  by  other 
witnesses  who  spoke  for  the  hierarchy 
«nd  in  the  end  the  prospect  held  out  was 
merely  that  a  handful  of  Honour  Students 
And  a  few  priests  after  passing  through 
Haynooth  might  come  up  to  Dublin  to 
Attend  advanced  courses  in  certain  sub- 
jeets.  The  suggestion  might,  however, 
:still  be  made  with  aU  defence  to  the 
Boman  Catholic  prelates  that  Uaynooth 
would  withdraw  the  claim  of  being  affi- 
liated for  Arts  purposes  to  the  Dublin 
'College,   and   allow   the  ecclesiastical 
students  to  take  their  Arts  course  in 
Dublin  m  a  residential  hostel,  under 
'proper  saperviBion,  moral  and  religious. 
Havii^  thus  graduated  in  Arts  they 
^onld  pursue  their  theol(^cal  studies 
At  Maynooth.    The  whole  affiliation  ques- 
tion was  one  of  grave  importance  and 
was  likely  to  prove  the  chief  flaw  in  the 
Bill. 

Bat  apart  from  this  objection  there 
'was  in  some  minds  a  fear  that  the  new 
University  would  augment  the  power 
of  the  priesthood.  For  himself,  he 
had  no  desire  to  increase  priestly 
power  either  in  this  country  or  in  Ire- 
land ;    but  he  would  put  it  to  the 


House,  was  it  likely  that  the  giving 
of  higW  education  to  Roman  Cawolics 
would  aggravate  -the  evil  of  priestly 
influence,  if  evil  it  was  ?    He  had  so 
much  belief  in  the  value  of  learning, 
that  he  was  confident  that  the  more 
young  men  learned  the  less  likely  were 
they  to  come  under  any  influence, 
priestiy  or  otherwise,  which  would  shut 
their  minds  upon  intellectual  truth. 
The  sabguard  lay  not  only  in  the  read- 
ing of  books  and  in  attendance  on  lectures, 
but  still  more  in  such  discussion  and 
criticism  as  led  to  the  enlargement  and 
emancipation  of  the  mind.    The  Uni- 
r  versity  question  was  not,  as  some  thought, 
a  bishop's  question,  but  a  layman's 
question.   Nor  was  it  the  layman  only 
of  the  uppw  class  whom  it  concerned. 
Nothing  had  interested  him  more  in 
recent  years  than  to  find  that  wherever 
he  went,  even  in  remote  parts  of  Ireland, 
he  came  upon  farmers,  who  might  be 
supposed  never  to  have  heard  of  a 
University,  who  discu^d  the  University 
question.    Farmers,  tradesmen,  members 
of  county  councils, — many  of  them  had 
power,  they  knew  it ;  they  had  not  know- 
ledge— they  were  beginning  to  know  that 
too  ;  bat  they  desired  it  for  their  sons. 
They  had  heard,  moreover,  of  the  younger 
and  democratic  Universities  that  had 
sprang   up    in    England.    They  had 
discovered    that   there    was    a  new 
alliance  between  industrial  and  Uni- 
versity life,  and  that  science  was  being 
applied  to  every  department  of  social 
and  economic   activity.    Their  ambi- 
tions   were    stirred ;      they  desired 
to  share  in  that  intellectual  movement. 
Cork,   prosperous  and  thriving,  with 
a  population  remarkable  for  its  enei^ 
and  independence  of  mind  already  aspired 
to  be  a  University  city.    The  interest  the 
question  aroused  had  been  shown  by  a 
thing  unique  in  Ireland,  namely,  the 
magnificent  offer  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  to  give  his  whole  fortune  to 
that  College  if  it  were  put  on  a  new  basis 
either  as  a  well-endowed  University 
College  or  as  a  separate  University.  Cork 
desired  to  have  its  own  University,  but 
was  content  for  the  present  with  a  College 
united  to  the  University  by  a  federal  bond 
under  conditions  which  ensured  the  need- 
ful freedom  and  elasticity.   He  appealed 
to  the  House  no  longer  to  allow  the 
greatest  of  Iridi  treasures^  <o  toiwasta 
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— the  intellectual  wealth  and  the  love  of 
learning  long  doimant  or  suppressed. 
Again  and  again  high  hopes  had  been 
formed,  only  to  be  dashed  to  the  ground. 
This  time,  he  thought,  those  hopes  were 
destined  to  be  folded.  Hon.  Members 
would  remember  the  words  of  the  Qte^t 
Charter :  "  To  no  man  will  we  deny  or 
delay  justice."  In  this  matter  justice 
had  been  delayed,  but  justice  would  no 
longer  be  denied.  He  felt  specially 
grateful  to  his  political  opponents  for  the 
magnanimous  kindness  by  which  they 
had  thought  him  worthy  of  proposing  his 
name  for  the  first  Senate.  He  would  do 
all  in  his  power  to  help  to  make  the  scheme 
a  success.  He  thought  the  Bill  now 
before  them  gave  promise  of  a  just  settle- 
ment and  he  trusted  it  would  have  a 
speedy  and  prosperous  passage  through 
the  House. 

*Mb.  UASSIE  (WUtshire,  Cricklade) 
said  that  whatever  might  be  his  personal 
attitude  towards  this  Bill  in  regard  to 
its  details  and  probable  working  his 
attitude  would  never  be  the  same  as  that 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Armagh.  He  echoed 
the  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  that  this 
measure  was  a  sincere  attempt  to  solve 
a  very  complex  problem.  To  a  great 
extent  he  appreciated  the  difficulties 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
had  had  to  face  in  the  course  of  his  very 
necessary  and  important  task,  and  if 
anyone  could  conciliate  opposition  it 
was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  If  the 
Chief  Secretary  could  not  command 
success  in  this  matter  he  at  least  deserved 
it.  Complete  success  was  indeed  a  thing 
incredible.  He  fully  recognised  the 
success  with  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  been  able  to  cope  with  many 
difficulties,  and  he  was  very  glad  to  notice 
in  connection  with  the  Bill  how  the 
episcopate  had  modified  its  demands. 
The  University  was  to  be  a  real  one,  it 
was  to  be  an  abode  of  learning  from 
which  no  Irishman  or  any  other  man  was 
to  be  debarred  by  his  religious  views 
from  being  a  student  or  a  professor,  or 
in  due  time  a  member  of  the  governing 
body.  He  did  not  call  that  a  denomina- 
tional atmosphere,  on  paper  at  any  rate. 
When  the  crutches  which  at  first  would 
be  used  to  set  the  University  on  its  legs 
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were  removed,  he  imderstood  that  this 
University  was  to  be  s^-goveming, 
democratically  governed  by  graduates 
without  any  serious  interference  by  a 
co-optative  or  nominated  element, 
whether  spiritual  or  tempwal.  What 
then  was  further  needed  to  bring  up  a 
University  in  the  way  it  should  go  * 
Nothing,  except  one  thing,  and  that  was 
that  they  should  make  sure  that 
this  paper  constitution  would  be  a 
reality.  If  the  Irish  people  wmc  de- 
termined to  have  it  so  then  it  would  be 
BO.  If  the  University  was  to  be  a  genuine- 
on,  then  its  {oofesBtMrs  must  be  free 
to  teach  that  which  was  in  them. 
There  must  be  no  dismissal  of  a  professor 
of  biology  because  he  believed  in  evolutdoa 
and  told  his  class  so.  There  must  be  no 
dismissal  of  a  professor  of  philoe(^hy 
because  he  did  not  bow  the  knee  to  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas.  It  was  the  pride  of 
Oxford  and  Cambri^e,  of  Paris,  of  Jera, 
TiilttDgen  and  Berlin,  of  Harvsod  and  of 
Yale  t^t  their  professors  were  free  men, 
and  every  University  foimded  in  modem 
times  must  be  on  those  lines,  or  the  modem 
spirit  would  be  found  like  one  walking 
about  in  \^'aste  places  seeking  rest  and 
finding  none.  If  this  University  was  de- 
veloped in  the  manner  described  in  the 
Bill  it  would  be  in  the  end  a  home  of 
academic  freedom  and  companioDshii^ 
of  men  of  differ^t  faiths,  and  that 
University  would  be  the  pride  of  Ire- 
land. He  r^retted  that  the  hope 
of  those  patriots  of  the  Young  Ire- 
land Party  of  two  generations  ago  was 
now  fading  away.  They  looked  for  one 
great  National  University  in  which 
the  sons  of  Ireland  could  associate  freely 
together,  and  in  their  impressionable 
years  learn  how  to  differ  wthout  hostility^ 
and  how  to  soften  the  asperities  ol 
Catholic  and  Protestant,  of  Nationalist 
and  Orangeman.  The  legislators  who 
foimded  the  Queen's  Colleges  desired  to 
loo'c  upon  a  home  of  harmony,  equality  and 
brotherhood,  but  they  had  hoped  in  vain. 
This  Bill  in  that  respect  seemed  to  him 
to  be  a  signal  of  despair.  There  was  not 
going  to  be  one  great  national  Umv«sity 
but  three  Universities,  one  practically 
Protestant,  another  practically  Presby- 
terian, and  a  third  practically  Bomaa 
Catholic.  The  Roman  Catholics,  witji 
their  bishops,  would  have  it  so,  the 
Presbyterians,  or  rather  a  section  of  the 
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KoBbyteiiaiu— ftnd  lie  mu  not  eeitun 
that  he  could  not  moie  truly  say  an 
individual  section — were  content  tliat  it 
should  be  so— [Cries  of  "No"]— and 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  had  secured 
that  it  should  be  so.  Thar  opposition 
had  been  tauufonued  to  agreement  and 
evoa  to  anpport.  That  yna  tiie  pri'^e 
they  paid  &ir  "  hands  off  Trinity."  If 
that  was  tiie  case  it  would  be  bo  to  the  re- 
gret of  those  whom  he  ventured  to  call  true 
Unionists,  who  desired  a  University,  even 
as  Toung  Ireland  had  desired  one,  where 
men  of  idl  faiths  freely  mingled  together. 
He  was  not  sure  tiiat  Trinity  OoWege, 
Dublin,  wpnld  not  live  to  repent  it, 
because  it  was  now  standing  aloof  from 
tiie  great  stream  of  national  life,  and  its 
lot  might  yet  be  that  of  the  pool  which 
was  proud  to  stand  still  while  the  great 
river  rushed  by.  Even  statesmen  might 
yet  repent  this  action  and  look  back  and 
wish  tiukt  those  who  had  so  rashly  divided 
the  educational  life  of  Ireland  were  not 
met  with  more  firmness,  more  patience 
and  more  steict  justice  instead  of  being 
allowed  rather  too  easUy  to  get  their  way. 
He  still  had  one  hope  and  to  that  he 
clung.  His  hope  rested  in  the  people  of 
Ireland  themselves.  He  locked  forward 
to  the  time  when  the  Irish  people  would 
take  thrar  educational  salvation  into  their 
own  hands  and  brush  aside  all  injurious 
interference,  whether  spiritual  or  tem- 
poral, and  t^  care  that  those  who  had 
to  shape  the  destinies  of  the  University 
which  this  Bill  proposed  ,should  make 
that  institution  a  University  worth  of 
the  name,  national,  broad,  compre- 
hensive and  free. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
that  they  were  nundf  nl  of  the  difficulties  of 
this  great  question.  He  desired  at  once 
to  join  his  colleagues  in  wishing  god- 
speed to  the  Bill.  It  was  a  happy 
augury  to  find  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion and  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University  concurring  with  a  Liberal 
Ifinister  in  putting  their  shoulders  to 
the  wheel  for  the  settlement  of  this 
seemingly  inextricable  problem.  With- 
out some  such  spirit  of  magnaminity 
and  of  mutal  compromise  between  Irish- 
men and  between  Englishmen  as  well, 
some  of  them  recognised  that  it  was  not 
posribte  to  solve  thu  question  nor  indeed 
any  otlur  great  Irish  question.   None  of 
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them  on  those  benches  would  be  grading, 
in  their  acknowledgment  of  the  spirit- 
of  generosity  which  the]  Leader  of  the- 
Opposition  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  University  had  ^own,  and. 
which  alone  made  it  possible  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  to  introduce  this  BiU^ 
and  not  only  introduce  it,  but  pass  it 
before  the  end  of  the  session,    llie  Bill 
was  really  a  Bill  for  the  emancipation  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  from  inteUectuaL 
penal  laws  almost  as  humiliating  and  as- 
destructive  of  any  higher  life  in  the- 
country  as  the  more  brutal  penal  laws- 
in  other  matters.    As  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Armagh,  hfr 
had  not  left  tiiem  in  any  doubt  that  thay 
were  still  threatened  with  opposition 
of  a  somewhat  forlorn  character,  and 
opposition  on  which  he  was  afraid  any 
argument  of  generosity,  or  indeed  any 
other  argument  would  be  thrown  away. 
But  when  they  had  men  of  the  intellectual 
calibre  and  of  the  standing  in  public  lif& 
of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  th» 
Member    for    Oambndge  University,, 
generously  acknowledging  that  under  the 
existing  state  of  the  law  Ireland  was 
crippled  and  sterilised  In  the  matter  of 
higher  education,  and  throwing  them* 
selves  into  the  breach  to  enable  even  a. 
Liberal  Minister  to  provide  a  remedy,, 
he  did  not  think  the  Chief  Secretary 
need  be  ^reatiy  daunted  by  an  opposition 
which  still,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  was  of 
the  kind  of  the  old  ascendancy,  but 
which  was  not  perhaps  nowadays  par* 
ticularly  distinguished  for  brilliancy  or 
daring.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Armagh  would  not  take  it  as  a 
personal  offence  if  he  suggested  that,, 
whatever  other  feeling    they  might 
inspire  among  a   dwindling  band^of 
their  fellow  countrymen    in  Ireland* 
the  last  feeling  they  were  1  kely  to  inspire 
was  that  the  Nationalists  had  any  dread 
of  them.   They  and  their  ascendency  - 
were  things  of  the  past.   The  Govern- 
ment had  obeyed  for  good  or  ill  the 
warning  "hands  off  Trinity"  and,  he: 
thought,  he  and  his  frimds  had  soma 
right  to  retort  upon  these  gentlemen, 
'*  hands     of!    Ireland.*'     He  hoped 
that  hon.  Members  on  the  Liberal  side  of 
the  H  luse,  who  might  think  it  necessary 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  would  think  a  great 
many  times  before  they  said  or  did 
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3i6ped  lie  nught  respectfully  appeal  to 
them  to  let  Inshmen  settle  ^is  question 
among  themselves,  and  to  remember  that 
■this  Bill  involved  no  wrong  and  no  dis- 
ability upon  any  human  being  of  any 
■class  or  party  in  Ireland.  It  simply 
enabled  three-fourths  of  the  population 
of  Ireland  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  higher 
education  from  which,  under  existing 
•circiimstaneM,  Uiey  were  debarred.  They 
<lid  not  for  an  instant  pretend  to  infringe 
the  religious  liberties  of  any  other  persons. 
They  simply  asked  to  be  allowed  to  enjoy 
-those  liberties  themselves  in  the  only  way 
in  which  they  could  conscientiously  do 
«o.  He  would  ask  hon.  Members  repre- 
senting English  constituencies  to  re- 
member that  there  were  matters  on 
vhich  they  must  agree  to  dii!er, 
and  on  which  they  must  be  prepared 
to  allow  that  Catholics  were  perhaps  the 
hest  judges  of  what  it  was  permissible 
for  them  to  do  in  the  domain  of  con- 
«;ience,  and  to  trust  the  Catholic  young 
laymen  of  Ireland  to  take  care  of  the 
intellectual  liberties  of  their  Protestant 
■fellow-countrymen  if  they  shouH  ever  be 
attacked.  So  much  for  the  sympathy 
with  which  they  regarded  the  right  hon. 
"Gentleman's  entrance  on  the  path  which 
he  had  chosen.  He  had  been  met  with  a 
great  many  intimidatory  remarks  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Armagh.  He 
^id  not  for  a  moment  pretend  that  this 
~waa  an  ideal  settlement.  Was  there  ever 
■an  ideal  settlement,  or  was  there  ever 
likely  to  be  an  ideal  settlement  as  the 
lesult  of  their  human  struggles  ?  AI- 
"though  those  who  represented  Cork  had 
to  speak  with  certain  amount  of  reserve, 
they  all  recognised,  in  the  words  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  this  was  a 
^sincere  and  courageous  effort  capable 
of  yielding  incalculable  blesB'rg  to  the 
future  hi^er  education  of  Ireland,  and 
■certainly  it  would  be  no  fault  of  theirs  if 
this  great  measure  of  intellectual  emanci- 
pation was  lost  to  the  youth  of  Ireland. 
Tie  was  startled  at  the  ingenuity  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Armagh  in  discovering  a  grievance 
in  the  new  Belfast  University.  He 
•only  wicked  that  they  had  been  made 
"to  suffer  from  the  same  grievance  in 
<Jork,  for  certainly  their  patience  had 
been  tested  in  a  somewhat  severe  way. 
Up  to  recently  Belfast  had  not  shown  any 
oppoution  of  the  kind  which  the  hon. 
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and  learned  Gentleman  had  expressed. 
The  pr  po3al  was  a  handsome  piece  of  good 
fortune  for  Belfast,  but  the  hon.  Membw 
condoled  with  the  unfortunate  people 
of  the  North  of  Ireland  that  the  gift 
had  been  almost  pressed  upon  them. 
It  was  one  of  the  little  ironies  in  the 
government  of  Ireland  that  Belfast 
should  get  a  University  it  did  not  seek, 
while  the  University  which  Cork  moat 
earnestly  aslnd  had  been  refused.  He 
did  not  complain,  and  the  people  did 
not  complain.  They  recognised  that  it 
was  no  fault  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  They  did  not  grudge  tha 
people  of  Bel^t  what  they  regarded  as 
a  very  valuable  charter^  and  they  did 
not  grudge  the  very  substantial  incnase 
which  had  been  made  to  their  endow- 
ments, although  Belfast  wae,  from  its 
wealth,  better  able  to  supplement  State 
endowments  than  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Still  less  did  they  grudge  or 
demur  in  the  slightest  degree,  except  as 
to  its  smallnesB,  the  {HX)vision  made  for  the 
new  University  in  Dublin  and  the  Univer- 
sity College  with  which  it  would  be  so 
closely  identified.  "Hiey  reoognued  in 
the  fullest  manner  that  Dublin  was  the 
centre  and  reservoir  to  which  the  youtii 
from  the  southern  provinces  would 
naturally  go,  ai  d  that  it  was  entitled  to 
such  endowment  and  equipment  aa 
would  enable  her  worthily  to  fulfil  the 
function  of  building  up  what  was  re- 
quired in  the  way  of  higher  education 
for  three-quarters  of  the  young  men  in 
Ireland.  Although  in  Cork  they  would 
be  imdoubtedly  heavily  handicapped  in 
the  race,  they  hoped  they  would  be  able 
to  start  under  conditions  which  would 
give  pronuse  of  success.  For  the  people 
of  the  poorer  classes  tn  Munster,  with 
whom  he  and  his  friends  were  princi- 
pally concerned,  a  residence  in  Dublin, 
or  higher  teaching  in  Dublin,  was  out 
of  the  question,  but  it  was  not  a  bad 
sign  of  the  intellectual  alertness  of  the 
people  of  the  South  that  they  had 
declared  themselves  ready  to  tax  them- 
selves out  of  their  own  pockets  in  order 
to  have  a  University  of  their  own. 
They  were  ready  to  make  a  start  at  this 
great  disadvantage  provided  they  were 
not  forced  to  start  under  conditions 
which  would  place  Cork  m  the  potion  of 
being  completely  overshadowe^  by  the 
more  wealthy  institutiwifr^'^fte^NotUi. 
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While    they    heartiiy    accepted  this 
provifflonal   arrangement    they  hoped 
that    by-and-by,    when   Cork  would 
have     won     ita    spurs,     and  had 
shown    its    metal,    such    a  charter 
of   autonomy   as    they  now  started 
vith  would  be  enlarged  by  the  natural 
process  of  affiliation  by  which  con- 
■titamt  coll^i^  in  the  north  of  England 
had    evolved    into    Universities.  He 
wished  to  say  that,  without  fuller  con- 
sideration of  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman's 
proposals,  he  did  not  like  to  come  to 
any    final    decision    on    the  subject. 
So  far  as  he   could   judge,  the  pro- 
posals   of  the    Chief    Seoretary  to 
give  them   a  fair  start  very  much 
clepended  upon  the  first  Senate,  but 
there  was  no  concealing  from  the  House 
and  from  themselves  their  apprehemion 
that  Cork  would  be  left  at  a  very  grievous 
disadvantage  in  that  respect.    The  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University  had  said 
that  the  Cork  Medical  School — the  Cork 
Collie — was  on  a  level  with  the  Dublin 
School  of  Medicine,  and  that  it  would 
be  to  a  great  extent  crowded  out  by 
Dublin    under   the   present  proposal. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  Chief  Secretary 
say  that  on  all  these  questions  his  mind 
"was  open,  and  that  there  would  be  plenty 
•of  opportunity,  hereafter,  for  discuss- 
ing them  in  a  friendly  way.   As  to 
matters  of  income  and  the  local  governing 
powers  that  were  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  Cork  College,  he  wished 
to  say  a  word.   He  quite  shared  the 
protest  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  as  to  the  monetary  provision  for 
the  Dublin  University,  but  he  must 
candidly  admit  that  as  to  the  other 
provisions  allocated  to  the  Cork  College, 
it  did  not  seem  to  him  a  serious  grievance 
«ven    against   the   English  Treasury. 
As  to  the  local  governing  powers  that 
were  proposed  to  be  conferred  upon  them, 
he  hoped  that  they  might  work  out 
practically  in  a  system  that  would  make 
the  efficiency  of  the  Cork  students  tested 
by  their  own  professors  instead  of  by 
strange  professom  which  sometimes  put 
students  to  a  very  serious  disadvantage, 
although,  to  use  a  phrase  employed  in 
the  fiseal  controversy,  they  would  have 
the  advantage  of  a  preferential  tarifF. 
Vitiiout  that  much  of  autonomy,  it 
would  be  better  to  put  Cork  out  of 
pkin  at  once.   On  this  subject  he  asso- 


ciated himself  wiuilly  with  the  view 
of  the  Member  for  Cambridge  University, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  p6:>pie  of  the  South 
of  Ireland  he  thanked  him  most  cordially 
for   his   most   powerful   support.  He 
accepted  his  position  that  in  the  first 
place  they  ought  to  have  the  right  of 
shapiim;  their  own  course  of  studieB  in 
those  special  matters,  such  as  the  highof 
agricultural  education,  brewing,  chemis- 
try, schools  of  journalism,  music,  and 
teaching  generally  of  the  higher  stamp, 
in    which    they    could    fiiad  careers 
suitable  for  their  own  young  people. 
They  must  also  have  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  called 
an  effective  voice  in  the  appomtment 
of  their  own  professors,  and  they  must 
have  it  made  clear  that  their  own  students 
would  be  examined  at  their  own  Uni- 
versity centre  by  their  own  professors, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  appointment  of 
an  external  examiner  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  standard  of  efficiency, 
so  long  as  there  was  an  interohange  of 
external  examiners  idl  round.   If  they 
only  got,  as  he  was  satisfied  the  Chief 
Secretary  intended  they   should  get, 
a  fair  initial  start  upon  this  basis  they 
would  not  be  afraid  to  face  the  music 
am?  to  take  their  chance.   They  had 
sufficient  confidence  in  the  capadty  and 
enthusiaBm  for  learning  of  their  young 
people,  amd  he  had  sufficirait  confidence 
in  the  man  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
institution  in  Cork.   They  were  quite 
willing  to  take  their  chance  with  the 
future.   With  this  very  modest  measure 
of  justice  for  their  side  they  were  most 
ready  to  join  in  obtaining  the  fullest 
possible  measure  of  endowing  sdentifio 
equipment,  and  of  teaching  power 
Catholics  and  Protestants  in  Ghdway 
or  Cork,  or  in  Dublin  or  Belfast.  They 
would    enter    into    competition  with 
them  without  the  smallest  tinge  of  profec* 
sional  or  sectarian  jealousy.   On  the  con- 
trary,  the  more  highly  Ireland  was 
educated,  the  better  it  would  be  for 
toleration  and  liberality  of  mind  all 
round,    for    all    religions    and  foE 
higher  education.    He  b^ged  to  con- 
gratulate  the   right   hon.  Qentleman 
on  the  speech  he  had  made,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  not  think  it  presump- 
tuous if  he  ventured  to  press  upon  him, 
having    regard  to  the  reception  the 
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EngUdi  Bills  in  the  way,  he  should  take 
a  film  stand  to  secun  immediate 
iadlitaes  for  the  prsaage  of  the  BiU 
into  law  in  the  present  session. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  (Dover):  As  one 
who  has  long  wished  to  see  some  practical 
solution  of  this  question  of  University 
education  for  Ireland,  I  wish  to  con- 
gratulate the  right  hon.  Qentleman  on 
the  bold  use  he  has  made  of  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity. I  am  persuaded  that  those  who 
see  the  difficulties  of  this  question,  and 
they  are  great,  will  not  get  a  return  for 
the  money  justly  devoted  for  those  other 
reforms  in  Ireland  unless  Ireland  has  a 
proper  system  of  education.  All  the 
credit  and  cash  which  have  been  devoted 
to  land  purchase  and  the  establishment 
of  new  departments,  to  the  many  other 
projects  which  have  been  contemplated 
in  the  past  or  whidi  may  be  undertaken 
in  the  future,  will  fail  of  their  effect  unless 
Ireland  has  an  effective  educational 
system,  and  University  education  is  by 
far  the  most  important  part  of  it.  It  is 
not  the  roof  to  complete  an  edifice, 
but  tiie  foundation  and  source  from 
which  all  fructification  follows.  On 
these  grounds  and  clums  I  welcome 
tins  Bill.  But  I  welcome  it  also 
as  a  Unionist,  because  that  will  enable 
enable  us  to  urge,  as  we  have  urged  over 
and  over  again  in  the  past,  that  this« 
Furliament  is  willing  to  undertake  any 
services  for  Ireland  which  any  Parlia- 
ment sitting  in.  Dublin  would  be  willing 
to  do.  I  welcome  this  Bill  because  it 
wiU  prevent  that  strong  disparity  between 
the  existing  opportunities  for  higher  edu- 
cation in  this  cotmtry  and  those  in  Ireland 
— a  disparity  which  must  always  be  a 
eource  of  deep  concern  to  Unionists. 
I  welcome  this  Bill  because  it  is  a  con- 
servative measure,  and  preserves  existing 
institutionB.  I  welcome  it  because  it 
is  an  Imperialist  measure  (and  I  widi  to 
Ireland  an  integral  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  of  the  Empire) 
and  because  it  will  enable  Ireland  to  take 
her  place  side  by  side  with  Great  Britain 
in  competition  with  other  countries  in 
science,  art,  invention,  and  commerce. 
Of  course  there  are  difficulties,  but  to 
those  who  think  them  fonn^ble,  I 
would  point  out  that  at  this  moment  we 
devote  a  great  deal  of  money  in  respect 
to  primary  education  in  Ireland  which 
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has  a  distinctly  denominational  char- 
acter. There  is  the  College  of  Maynooth 
with  absolutely  denominatumal  teaching 
and  clerical  government.  Those  who 
fear  the  domination  of  the  priesthood 
should  be  glad  that  there  are  to  be  other 
institutions  in  Ireland  which  have  a 
denominational  atmosphere  and  not  a 
clerical  control.  It  may  be  said  that 
Trinity  College  and  the  old  Queen's  Col- 
leges are  open.  So  they  are,  but  many 
Irishmen  either  will  not,  cannot,  or  at 
any  rate  do  not  send  their  scms  to  these 
institutions ;  and  it  is  clear  that  some 
institutions  must  be  opened  to  which 
they  can  send  their  sons.  On  these 
historical  grounds  of  a  political  char- 
acter and  on  modem  grounds  of  a  prac- 
tical character  I  welcome  this  BiU.  We 
know  that  Irishmen  lost  much  of  their 
property  in  the  soil  of  Ireland  by]^litical 
views  and  that  by  fiscal  views  their  com- 
merce was  destroyed,  although  the  Party 
which  which  I  am  connected  hope  at 
some  time  to  remedy  the  latter  as  it  has 
done  the  first.  I  believe,  however,  that 
neither  land  purdiase  nor  fiscal  refonn 
will  avail  unless  an  opportunity  is 
forded  for  the  restoration  of  a  Umver- 
sity  education  to  the  youth  of  Ireland. 
On  all  these  grounds  I  congratulate  the 
right  hon.  G!«ntleman  on  the  attempt 
that  he  has  made  to  secure  that. 

Mk.  C!HARLES  C!RAia  (Antrim.  S.> 
said  that  before  the  vote  was  taken  he 
wished  to  put  before  the  House  the  views 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  from  Ulster 
held  on  this  question.  He  must  admit, 
however,  that  that  might  seem  a  work 
of  supererogation  because  those  views 
had  been  placed  before  the  House  by  his 
friends  in  a  manner  which  he  could  not 
for  a  moment  hope  to  attain.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  House  would  agree 
that  the  view  they  had  always  wseu 
had  been  put  forward  in  the  most 
admirable  and  moderate  way  by  those 
sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
The  solution  of  this  question  rested 
primarily  with  the  followers  of  the  right 
hon.  Ctentl^nan  and  chiefly  with  the 
Nonconfonnista  opposite.  He  desired  to 
ask  those  Nonconformists  whether  they 
considered  that  if  this  Bill  passed,  tii^ 
higher  education  proposed  to  be  set  up 
by  it  would  not  be  higher  education  of  a 
sectarian   chawpt^,^,  The  .right  hon. 
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Gentleman  had  carefully  avoided  that 
question,  but  it  was  the  crux  of  the  whole 
matter.  Was  the  higher  education  to  be 
ftSorded  by  the  Chief  Secretary  tor  Ireland 
to  be  denominational  or  not  f  If  there 
Gonld  have  been  any  dottbts  while  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  Bpealdng  those 
doubts  were  set  aside  when  they  heard 
the  speeches  of  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway,  because  they  made  no 
secret  of  the  fact  that  this  was  an  attempt 
to  satisfy  the  Roman  Catholic  portion 
of  the  population  of  Ireland  on  the 
question  of  £nsh  education.  Th^ 
had  admitted  franldy  tiiat  it  was  a 
University  for  Roman  Catholics.  If  that 
was  so,  and  he  did  not  think  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  deny  that  that  was  the 
whole  object  of  the  Bill,  he  would  like 
to  know  from  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  especially  from  the 
Nonconfonmsts,  how,  in  the  face  of  their 
opposition  to  denominational  education 
in  this  country  la  the  past,  they  could 
bring  themselves  to  vote  for  tlus  Bill. 
He  asked  hon.  Members  on  all  sides 
4>f  the  House  to  believe  that  they 
opposed  this  BUI  from  perfectly  pure 
motives  and  with  absolute  sincerity. 
They  believed  that  in  settiiu  up  a 
Univerrity  to  which  Roman  CathoUcs 
alone  could  go,  the  Government  were 
perpetuating  or  tending  to  perpetuate  a 
system  under  which  they  would  separate 
the  difierent  religious  bodies  in  Ireland 
into  separate  watertight  compartments, 
and  everybody  admitted  that  that  was 
not  a  policy  likely  to  conduce  to  the 
welfare  of  Ireland.  He  had  not  heard 
any  amunent  put  forward  in  favour  of 
thu  Bw,  but  only  the  extenuation  that 
the  Ronun  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  made 
up  their  minds  that  they  could  not  use 
any  existing  Univeraity,  and  that  being 
so  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide 
them  with  a  University  of  which  they 
could  make  use.  If  the  mere  holding  out, 
<Hi  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  for 
a  UniTersit7  of  their  own  was  to  be  a  good 
reason  for  granting  it  he  asked  why  did 
not  th^  grant  this  University  forty 
years  ago.  They  had  held  out  for  fifty 
years,  and  he  saw  no  change  in  the  facts 
to-day  as  compared  with  fifty  years  ago. 
If  it  was  wrong  to  give  thu  education 
then  it  was  wrong  to  give  it  to-day.  In 
this  conntry  the  Roman  Catholic  was 
perfectly  free  to  go  to  any  University  he 


liked :  why  should  it  be  wrong  for  him 
to  do  BO  in  Ireland  ?  He  could  not  see 
why  a  totally  different  and  a  reactionary 
principle  should  be  applied  to  Ireland 
than  was  applied  to  evoy  other  counta^ 
in  the  world.  They  all  Imew  the  lustory 
of  Roman  Catholic  Universities  in  other 
countries.  Every  one  that  had  existed 
had  sooner  or  later  been  suppressed  and 
put  down  by  Roman  Catholics  them- 
selves. But  now  they  were  asked  in 
the  twentieth  century  to  establish  in 
Ireland  a  state  of  affairs  which,  having 
been  founded  in  other  countries  two  cen- 
turies ago,  had  been  given  up  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago.  Nobody,  he  thought,  could 
deny  that  this  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  a  retrograde  and  harmful 
st^.  Some  reference  had  been  made 
to  the  action  of  the  Presbyterians  in 
Belfast  in  accepting  the  offer  or 
bribe  of  £60,000  or  £70,000  in  order  to 
convert  the  Queen's  College  of  that  tity 
into  a  Univecsily,  but  he  would  like  thb 
House  to  understand  that  the  general 
body  of  Presbyterians  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  were  not  in  favour  of  that  move- 
ment, not  because  Belfast  was  not  large 
enough  to  support  a  University  of  its 
own,  but  on  the  grounds  he  had  indicated. 
The  Queen's  College  tiiere  was  already 
partiy  stereotyped  as  a  Presbyterian 
institution,  but  under  the  proposals  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  it  would  become 
absolutely  stereotyped- 
Ma.  BIRRELL :  Why  ? 

Hr.-  CHARLES  CRAIG  replied  that 
its  whole  staff  would  be  Presbyterian 
from  the  head  downwards.  It  would 
become  stereotyped  for  precisely  the 
same  reason  that  the  University  they 
proposed  to  set  up  in  Dublin  would  be  a 
Roman  Catholic  University.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  about  the  great 
enthusiasm  which  pre^iled,  but  there 
was  none  except  in  the  immediate  en- 
tourage  of  the  Queen's  College  itselL 
The  other  inhabitants  did  not  want  it, 
because  they  recognised  tihat  in  creating 
a  University  and  making  it  a  sectarian 
place  of  education  they  would  deprive 
themselves  to  a  la^e  extent  of  the  argu- 
ment they  had  always  used  against 
denominational  education  all  over  the 
country.  His  colleagues  and  he  iu- 
tended.  although  ui^^^^g^[(»s 
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a  somewhat  unuanal  conne,  to  divide 
against  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  at  the 
very  earliest  opportunity  their  most 
emphatic  protest  against  setting  up  an 
institution  in  Ireland  which  they  firn  1/ 
believed  was  retrograde  and  could  no' 
possibly  act  beneficially  towards  Ireland 
as  a  whole. 

Snt  E.  CARSOK  (Dublin  University) : 
I  only  desire  to  say  almost  a  single  word 
on  tlus  question,  but  as  I  spoke  in  favour 
of  a  somewhat  similar  proposal  fifteen 
years  ago  and  have  done  so  almost  every 
year  ranee,  I  do  not  desire  that  the 
present  occasion  ahould  pass  without 
Baying  that  I  am  still  in  &vour  of  the 
view  I  have  so  often  escpiessed.   I  am 
indeed  glad  that  the  opportunity  has 
been  found  by  the  Chief  Sscretary  to 
bring  forward  these  proposals  which  I 
think  have  had  such  a  good  send-ofi  to- 
day.   I  have  always  supported  these  j 
proposals,  because  I  believe  they  are  the  ! 
only  possible  proposals  for  Ireland.   It  I 
is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  box  ideal  | 
s^tem  of  all  creeds  mixing  in  one  Univer- : 
sity.   That  system  has  been  tried  at 
Queen's  College  and  Trinity  College,  j 
Dublin,  founded  as  a  great  Protestant  j 
institution.   Tests  have  been  abolished  i 


in  Trinity  College  and  eveiythine  has 
been  done  to  try  to  get  Roman  Craiofic» 
to  come  into  the  college  and  ^aro  its 
benefits.  That  system  has  been  puisoed 
for  fifty  years,  and  my  hon.  friend  haa 
!isked  why  now  should  we  give  what  was 
rrl  isfH  fifty  years  ago.  Why  should 
we  not  go  on  for  another  fifty  years  f 
Meauwhile  are  the  youth  of  Ireland  for 
that  reason  to  be  deprived  of  a  UniversilT' 
education  ?  That  is  not  statennanship. 
The  facts  as  they  exist  have  to  be  faced 
and  the  situation  relieved.  So  far  as  I 
am  conoemed,  I  have  no  fear  of  my 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen,  but 
I  prefer  them  educated  and  highly 
educated  to  uneducated.  By  devolution 
of  responsibility  within  the  last  few  yeais^ 
moreoTBT,  we  have  created  tesponnmlitieft 
and  offices  which  have  to  be  filled  by 
educated  Irishmen.  I  join  in  the 
thanks  expressed  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  having  taken  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  and  for  having  brought 
forward  this  Bill 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  307 ;  Koes» 
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Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 

Birrell,  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane,  and 
Ut.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland. 

IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
"  To  make  further  provision  with 
Tespect  to  University  Education  in  Ire- 
land," presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
«pon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  184.] 

THE  FISCAL  QUESTION. 
Mb.    MOND   (CHiester),   in  moving 
*'  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  any 
attempt  to  broaden  the  basis  of  taxation 
by  placing  small  import  duties  on  a 
la^  nnn^wr  of  articles  is  opposed  to 
all  principles  of  soimd  finance,  wasteful 
and  uneconomical  as  regards  collection, 
disturbing  and  harmful  to  industry  and 
commerce,  would  tend  to  raise  the  price 
of  all  the  taxed  articles  to  consumers, 
And,  in  practice,  would  lead  to  the  im- 
position of   high  tariffs  of  the  same 
■character  as  those  in  force  in  pro- 
tected countries,"  expressed  his  thanks 
to   the   hon.    Member   for  Hereford 
who,  by  his  courtesy  in  withdrawing  the 
Eeaolution  which  stood  in  his  name  on 
1;he  Paper,  had  given  him  the  opportunity 
-of  raising  what  he  thought  was  not  an 
unimportant  phase  of  the  fiscal  question. 
If  asked  why  he  put  the  Resolution  on  the 
Paper,  he  would  say  that  he  did  so  because 
of  his  sympathy  with  the  ri^t  hon. 
<}entleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
who  some  time  ago  went  down  to  Bir- 
mingham and  issued  a  new  edition  of 
the  fiscal  programme.    Although  that 
«dition  was  accepted  as  evidence  that 
.at  last  the   protectionists   had  been 
■successful  in  casting  the  noose  of  pro- 
tection tound  the   unprotected  neck 


of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  had 

observed  that  in  speeches  in  the  country 
at  bye-elections  and  to  constituents 
no  reference  was  ever  made  to  the 
programme  promulgated  by  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  in  Birmingham.  As 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  had  been 
somewhat  shy  of  further  elucidatiug 
his  programme  on  public  plaftomu  this 
occasion  had  been  talnn  to  give  him  an 
opportimity  which  it  was  hoped  he 
would  seize.  The  four  principles  laid 
down  at  Birmingham  covered  a  great 
deal  of  gTOund,'and  he  had  endeavoured 
in  his  Resolution  to  confine  himself  to 
the  first  two  propositions  and  then 
to  establish  what  was  the  true  basis 
of  taxation  for  revenue.  A  small  duty 
on  manufactured  imports  was  a  most 
foolish,  costly,  and  futile  expedient,  to 
which  no  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  ever  resort.  It  was  contrary 
to  the  great  work  of  Sir  Robert  Peel 
and  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  to  those 
great  Budgets  which  had  been  the  ad- 
miration of  financiers  all  the  world  over, 
which  were  based,  not  on  abstract 
principles,  but  on  concrete  restdts  and 
facts.  Undoubtedly  there  was  a  certain 
number  of  difficulties  to  encoimter  in 
attacking  this  question  in  a  theoretical 
inanner.  Some  of  those  difiSculties  were 
in  the  mere  vi^;tteness  of  the  words 
used,  and  he  would  have  to  make 
a  certain  number  of  assumptions  in  deal* 
ing  with  the  subject  at  all.  Let  him 
deal  with  the  question  of  what  was  meant 
by  "  broadening  the  basis  of  taxation." 
There  was  an  impression  in  the  minds 
of  many  people,  and  certainly  he  would 
not  have  expected  to  have  found  it  in 
the  mind  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
that  taxation  was  paid  by  articles;  but 
every  economist.Js^y^fertytWEeP^  were 
paid  by  the  people,  and  the'-'number 
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of  articles  the  taxes  vere  spread 
over  in  no  way  affected  the  qaestion 
of  the  amount  of  taxes  which  an 
individual  finally  had  to  pay.  An  emi- 
nent economist,  Mr.  A.  C.  Pigou,  in  an 
article  some  time  ago,  said  that 
certain  politicians  appeared  to  suppose 
that  taxes  were  paid  by  articles 
and  that  taxing  a  new  article  would 
open  up  a  new  source  of  revenue.  Taxes 
were  not  paid  by  articles  but  by  the 
people,  and  whether  they  made  the  tax- 
payer pay  an  amount  in  income-tax,  or 
an  amount  on  twenty  articles,  he  still 
paid  the  same  amount  of  taxes.  By 
this  so-called  broadening  of  the  basis 
of  taxation  did  they  suppose  that  they 
in  the  least  relieved  the  indi^dual  from 
taxation  ?  He  asserted  with  confidence 
that  the  principle  was  financially  un- 
sound. It  was  unsound  as  was  all 
indirect  taxation.  He  would  not  assert 
that  it  was  unpopular,  or  that  it  was 
notconvenient,  andhe  wouldnotgo  as  far 
as  Bismarck  did  in  1879,  when,  in  a  famous 
speech,  he  said  that  indirect  taxation 
was  a  good  form  of  taxation  because 
nobody  knew  what  they  had  to  pay, 
and,  therefore,  nobody  felt  the  taxes, 
whilst  direct  taxation  was  very  un- 
popular because  everybody  knew  what 
they  paid.  Indirect  taxation  was  not 
seen  clearly,  and,  therefore,  the  burden 
was  not  felt:  if  they  admitted  that, 
th^  also  admitted  the  a^g;ument  in 
favour  of  direct  taxation.  To  say  that 
the  taxes  spread  over  a  number  of  articles 
became  more  and  more  difficult  to  trace 
was  to  argue,  not  from  the  point  of  view  of 
financiers,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
company  promoters.  The  fact  that  they 
could  not  trace  the  incidence  of  taxation 
did  not  make  the  taxation  any  less,  bat 
metelj  made  it  more  difficult  for  the 
individual  taxpayer  to  see  how  much 
money  was  taken  out  of  his  pocket. 
Sound  finance  meant  that  the  taxpayer 
ought  to  know  how  much  his  taxes 
amounted  to,  and  then  he  would  begin 
to  feel  the  burden  of  taxation  and  take 
an  interest  in  economy  of  administration ; 
until  he  did  that  he  was  not  really 
taking  that  due  part  in  the  government 
of  the  country  and  in  sound  finance 
which  undoubtedly  every  taxpayer 
ought  to  take.  He  would  go  further 
and  say  tiiat  not  only  was  the  finance 
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of  our  taxation  unsound,  but  it  was 
entirely  illusory.  And  here  he  came 
to  some  of  the  difficulties  to  which  he 
hoped  that  they  would  have  answers 
that  night.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, in  a  speech  at  Birmin^kam,  spoke 
of  small  duties.  Perhaps  he  would 
inform  them  what  he  meant  by  small 
duties.  Was  2^  per  cent,  a  small  duty, 
or  5  per  cent.,  or  10  per  cent.  ?  How 
many  duties  were  to  be  levied,  were  they 
to  be  (m2  valorem  or  specific  duties,  and 
vrexe  the  duties  to  be  raised  equally  on 
every  article,  or  were  they  to  be  variable 
duties  ?  Until  they  had  answers  to  some 
of  those  points  it  was,  of  course,  difficult 
to  make  the  calculations  which  were  neces- 
sary in  order  to  get  the  financial  results 
from  them.  He  would  like  to  point  out 
in  this  connection  the  curious  fact  that 
in  the  countiies  where  there  was  a  pro- 
tective system  the  amount  of  revenue 
derived  as  a  result  w&s  extremely 
small.  In  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  year  1904-5  it  was  only 
28  per  cent,  of  the  total  revenue  from  the 
customs  taxation  on  manufactured  goods  ; 
in  Germany  less  than  20  per  cent,  of  the 
total  customs  revenue  came  from  manu- 
factured goods.  From  raw  material  in 
(Germany  came  5-8  per  cent.,  and  from 
the  tax  on  food  74*2  per  cent.  The  total 
amount  of  revenue  collected  in  1904-5 
from  manufactures  was  some  £6,000,000, 
and  if  they  took  from  that  the  £800,000 
in  rebates  and  drawbacks  to  the  German 
manufacturers,  the  net  yield  £rom 
customs  duties  on  manufactured  articles 
was  £5,200,000.  That  was  not  a  very 
large  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the 
enormous  machinezy  which  was  put  in 
operation.  But  were  we  to  have  a  larger 
revenue  from  the  machinery  to  be  put  in 
operation  in  this  country  !  He  would 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Geutleman 
whether  he  had  gone  into  the  matter  arith- 
metically, though  it  might  appear  rather 
a  prosaic  method  of  looking  at  the  sub- 
ject. Firstiy,  they  wanted  to  know 
whether  or  not  the  manu&ctiues  im- 
ported from  tiie  Colonies  were  to 
be  subject  to  this  duty  ?  He  could 
scarcely  think  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  going  to  bind  the  Colonies 
closer  to  our  hearts  by  putting  a  10  per 
cent,  duty  on  their  manufactured  pro- 
ducts.  In  1906  the  total  8ohedu%-and 
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our  sohedulea  were  very  imperfect  in  this 
matter — of  manufactured  and  semi- 
manufactured goods  imported  into  this 
country  was  £136.000,000.  Did  they 
propose  to  put  a  10  per  cent,  duty  on  all 
those  products!  Of  the  £136,000*000 
something  like  £20.000,000  was  on  lead, 
copper,  zinc,  etc.,  and  nobody  he  should 
think  would  call  these  manufactured 
products.  They  had  been  desiring  for 
a  long  time  a  definition  of  raw  material 
and  manufactured  products.  When  were 
they  going  to  have  that  defiDition  ? 
Were  broken  stones  and  iron  manufao- 
tuied  products  %  The  distinction  be- 
tween raw  material  and  manti&otured 
products  was  a  fictitious  one ;  it 
did  not  exist  in  fact.  It  was  one 
which  did  not  exist  in  any  tariff  in  the 
world.  The  American,  Germau,  and 
French  tariffs  taxed  raw  materiil,  and 
Members  might  find  in  their  constituent 
cira  some  who  would  want  to  treat  asmanu* 
factured  products  goods  which  had  been 
O^nsidered  raw  mateii  1,  and  they  would 
find  that  granite  for  tombstones 
would  have  to  be  shifted  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  some  of  their  cons  .itu^nts. 
If  he  took  the  Board  of  Trade  classifica- 
iion,  imperfect  as  it  wcs  and  including 
as  it  did  manufactured  goods  like  cotton 
seed  oil  and  cotton  seed  cake,  he  could 
not  arrive  at  more  than  £100,000,000, 
and  not  more  than  £50,000,000  fully 
manufactured  goods.  He  would  give 
them  the  benefit  of  the  larger  figures, 
and  with  a  5  per  cent,  duty,  which  he 
-called  a  small  duty,  they  would  have  a 
levenue  of  £5,000,000.  But  what  was 
that  revenue  goin^  to  cost  to  collect  1 
That  was  a  point  which  never  seemed 
to  have  been  gone  into  with  sufficient 
care  by  those  who  had  investigated  the 
matter  on  the  other  side.  Our  present 
cost  of  custonw  collection  was  over 
£1,000,000,  and  we  hnd  an  exceedingly 
-simple  tariff  and  exceedingly  few  ports 
of  entry.  The  cost  of  revenue  collection 
in  Germany  was  s<Hnethii^  like 
£3,000,000,  and  there  it  was  obviously 
a  simple  thing.  The  number  of  their 
harbours  and  waterways  was  small.  We 
had  £1,000,000  paid  now  on  a  small 
number  of  articles.  He  had  been 
through  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
and  he  tiiought  it  was  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  under  such  a  schedule  the 
additional  cost  would  be  something 
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between  £3,000,000  and  £4,000,000  a 
year,  or  even  £5,000,000.  Supposing 
he  took  the  least  figure,  the  amount  for 
which  they  were  going  to  harass  and 
wrong  every  importer,  cancel  the 
whole  of  our  oommeroial  treaties,  and 
cause  disturbances  and  dissatisfaotioii 
to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  was  only  £2,000,000.  Perhaps 
10  per  cent,  was  a  small  duty ;  they 
would  with  a  10  per  cent,  duty  hivp  a 
total  revenue  of  £4,000,000.  Surely  no- 
body would  say  that  it  would  be  worth 
while,  not  for  any  protective  ides,  not 
for  the  purpose  ot  providing  more  em- 
ployment, not  to  exclude  the  petti- 
fogging foreigner,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  binding  the  Colonies  together, 
but  for  a  revenue  only  of  £5,000,000,  to 
upset  our  whole  fiscal  structure.  The 
right  hon.  Oentlemftn  opposite  would 
upset  and  worry  every  import«r  and 
merchant  in  the  City  of  London  in  order 
to  raise  £4,000,000. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Worcestershire,  E.) :  I  do  not  wish  to 
interrtipt  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he 
appeals  directly  to  me.  £4,000,000  is 
roughly  the  amount  raised  by  the  coal- 
duty.   Wliat  was  the  cost  of  collection  ? 

Mb.  MOND  said  he  had  no  access  to 
official  figures,  but  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  was  proposing  to  put  a  duty  on 
about  1,000  articles.  Had  he  ever  read 
the  German  schedule  of  sixty  pages 
of  manufactured  articles  ?  The  difficulty 
was  that  all  the  articles  would  have  to 
be  inspected  infinitely  more  carefully 
than  now.  However  the  line  was  drawn 
between  manufactured  and  unmanu- 
factured articles,  the  former  would  have 
to  be  inspected  in  a  manner  in  which 
they  were  not  to-day.  The  export  of 
coal  took  place  in  a  concentrated  area 
and  the  duly  was  very  easy  to  collect. 
There  were  196  ports  registered,  at  each  of 
which  there  would  have  to  be  some  kind 
of  preventive  officer.  Were  they  going 
to  make  it  practically  impossible  to 
import  manufactured  goods  except  at 
the  few  ports  wh:re  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments no  AT  existed,  or  were  they 
going  to  establish  Custom  House  officers 
at  those  196  ports  fully  equipped  ? 
The  r^ht  hon.  (gentl<^inia^l;iad-m^f!r  told 
them  how  he  wa^'goi"-^ 
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'enormous  transit  trade  passii^  throngh 
En^d,  amonntmg  to  £94,000,000  a 
year.  That  was  a  buainess  question  to 
-which  they  mnst  have  a  bosinesa  answer. 
'Were  they  going  to  have  a  seriea  of  free 
-ports  about  the  coast,  and  if  so  which 
1»wns  and  ports  were  to  be  favoured  ? 
If  they  did  not  have  free  porta,  were 
-they  going  to  throw  this  £94,000,000  of 
^ransMpment  business  into  the  free  ports 
•of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  ?  Anyone 
-who  knew  anything  about  this  business 
Imew  how  delicate  it  was,  how  small 
difficulties  in  loading,  port  dues,  and 
Tnatters  of  that  kind  would  drive  traders 
from  one  port  to  another — from  one 
centre  to  another.  How  were  they 
■going  to  deal  with  the  £94,000,000  of  tran- 
^pment  trade  ?  It  was  a  very  big 
^nre  and  it  was  a  very  big  business, 
and  they  ought  to  have  the  scheme 
before  them  before  they  were  asked  to 
T)lunge  wildly  into  reversing  the  fiscal 
•system  which  had  stood  them  in  good 
■«tead  for  two  generations.  Bonded 
-warehouses  formed  a  large  part  of  the 
-expenses  of  duties  in  foreign  countries. 
"Were  tiiey  'going  to  establish  bonded 
-waiehoittes,- and  if  so  had  the  cost  been 
-estimated?  •Were'^they  going  to  pay 
for  them  out  of  the  revenue?  If  80» 
what  was  collected  would  very  soon 
■go  in  bricks  and^^mortar.  Were  hon. 
-Gentlemen  ""going '  to  follow  their 
usual  practice  and  ^borrow  money  for  a 
tree  trade  Government  to  pay  back  ? 
Even  then  it  would^cost  a  lot  of  money. 
~Were  they  going  to  allow  drawbacks  as 
-the  German  and  Amoican  manufacturers 
•did  ?  If  so,  could  anybody  inform  them 
how  much  further  the  revenue  would  be 
•dimimshed  by  the  amount  of  duty  repaid? 
Bid  the  i^ht  hon.  Gentleman  think 
■erOL  £6,000,000  was  a  reasonable  revenue 
-for  which  to  upset  the  whole  fiscal 
atmcture  of  the  country  1  There  was 
one  point  it  seemed  to  him  which  was 
misapprehended,  and  that  was  the  enor- 
mous worry  and  disturbance  to  trade 
*nd  commerce.  Whether  the  article  was 
dutiable  or  non-dutiable  they  would  give 
an  amount  of  trouble,  extra  clerioal  labour 
and  work  and  anxiety  to  every  tndsT 
in  country.  He  could  give  an 
•example  in  his  own  experience.  He 
was  interested  in  some  mines  in  Canada, 
and  they  were  importing  from  a  well- 
fcnnfm  firm  in  America  a  large  amount 


of  mining  machinery  which  was  duty  free 
Some  of  the  machinery  for  nearly  a 
fortn^ht  remained  on  the  railway  siding 
to  wfut  for  an  inspector  to  come  and 
pass  it  as  duty  free.  In  the  meanlime 
&e  hands,  the  erectors  and  contractors, 
were  all  standing  at  the  mine  incapable 
of  proceeding  with  their  work  while 
this  red  tape  was  being  gone  through. 
That  was  one  example  out  of  hundreds. 
A  friend  of  Ms  took  a  quilt  to  Germany* 
When  it  got  there,  the  Custom  House 
qfficer  said  it  was  dutiable  as  anlk.  It 
was  not  silk,  and  his  friend  had  a  long 
argument.  Finally  he  got  it  through. 
He  did  not  say  that  if  they  could  turn  this 
country  into  an  earthly  paradise,  if  more 
men  could  be  employed  at  high  w^es, 
and  if  there  cotUd  be  no  longer  any 
distress  or  trouble,  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  go  to  a  great  deal  of  incon- 
vafdence  to  bring  that  about.  But  if  they 
told  him  it  was  worth  while  for  £4.000,000 
or  £5,000,000  a  year  to  give  an  immense 
amount  of  trouble  to  traders  and  im- 
porters, if  every  lady  who  came  back 
from  Paris  had  her  lu^age  turned  out 
and  all  her  things  examined  in  the  way 
they  were  at  New  York — if  they  thought 
that  was  going  to  be  a  popular  policy 
they  were  widely  mistaken.  It  was 
foolish.  It  was  unworthy  of  any  great 
mind.  He  was  interested  in  the  erection 
of  engineering  plant  in  Germany  and 
Italy.  They  had  tariffs  in  those  countries 
and  the  wretched  people  who  were 
buying  this  plant,  which  they  could 
get  made  in  England  much  better  than 
in  their  own  country,  had  to  have  a 
la^r  capital  to  carry  on  their  in- 
dustry. The  amount  of  trouble  that 
the  calculations  gave  to  the  seller  and 
the  purchaser  was  simply  incredible. 
They  found  the  same  trouble  in  the 
United  States.  A  great  part  of  the  time 
of  the  merchants  in  New  York  was  taken 
up,  not  in  business,  but  in  disputes  with 
the  Custom  Houses  as  to  which  schedule 
their  products  should  come  under.  If 
the  Customs  people  were  right,  the 
importer  sometimes  made  not  a  profit 
but  a  loss.  That  was  a  great  waste  of 
energy  and  time,  and  the  extra  clerical 
work  and  labour  entailed  represented 
increased  cost  to  the  consumer.  These 
people  were  not  going  to  keep  an  extra 
stafi  and  inci^^  ©©O^foral 
ohuges  m  that  mumer  out  of  their 
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own  pockets.  "Waa  it  worth  while 
for  four  or  five  millions  a  year  to  incur 
all  this  expense  and  trouble  and  create 
all  this  dissatisfaction  %  There  was  one 
further  point  of  considerable  importance, 
and  that  was  the  question  of  the 
future.  The  last  part  of  his  pro- 
positioiL  was  that  they  might  establish 
a  tariff  for  revalue  purposes  only.  They 
might  be  as  innocent  as  new  bom  lambs, 
their  souls  might  be  as  white  as  the 
driven  snow,  but  if  they  once  introduced 
this  subtle  element  of  a  tax  on  the 
article  which  was  manufactured  un- 
taxed in  this  country  they  had  begmi  to 
walk  down  that  decline  on  which  nothing 
had  or  could  or  would  ever  arrest  a 
nation.  Qennany,  America,  Canada,  and 
France  all  bore  eloquent  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  his  proposition.  Germany, 
after  a  period  of  happy  free  trade  from 
1S70  to  1880,  called  for  a  revision  of  her 
tariff  and  requested  Bismarck  for  the 
purpose  of  financing  the  Empire  to  under- 
take a  revenue  tariff.  They  were  sup- 
posed to  be  small  duties.  Germany  had 
a  tariff  in  1879,  another  in  1885,  another 
in  1887,  another  in  1890,  another  shortly 
afterwards,  and  they  had  had  another 
since.  The  tariff  produced  for  revenue 
purposes  only  had  motmted  and  moxmted 
and  mounted  till  it  had  become  a 
protective  tariff.  What  had  happened  % 
The  last  tariff  the  Grerman  Parliament 
passed  was  forced  by  the  agrarian 
party  under  the  tlueat  that  they 
would  refuse  to  vote  the  money  neces- 
sary for  the  Navy ;  they  were  as 
patriotic  as  protectionists  always  were; 
tiiey  demanded  a  high  duty  on  com  and 
tiie  starvation  of  the  people  or  there  would 
be  no  Navy,  With  the  sword  held  to 
thor  breasts  the  German  Government 
were  compelled  to  paiss  the  last  tariff. 
The  United  States  had  a  long  record  in 
the  matter.  They  began  with  a  tariff 
in  1790,  which  was  a  revenue  tariff.  In 
1816  they  tried  a  little  protection. 
In  1824  they  started  a  little  more.  In 
1833  they  had  a  compromise  tariff. 
In  1842  they  raised  their  tariff  again.  In 
1846  they  put  the  tariff  down  again. 
In  1851  they  put  it  down  again.  In  1861 
they  put  it  up  again.  Id.  1862  they 
had  another  tariff.  In  1864  they  raised 
it  agwn.  In  1870,  1882,  1890,  1894,  and 
1897  they  had  Tariff  Acts.  What  an 
occupation  for  a  great  Parliament  and  a 
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great  country !  What  a  happy  prospect 
to  hold  out  to  them  to  spend  thrar  time 
in  bolstering  up  decayed  and  ruined  in- 
dustries. They  would  find  very  curious 
phenomena  if  they  went  into  the  thing 
a  little.  When  trade  was  bad  it  was 
always  the  fault  of  the  tariff.  It  was 
eithOT  too  high  or  too  low.  When  the 
tariff  was  low  and  depression  came  along 
they  screwed  it  up.  When  there  was 
a  high  tariff  and  trade  depression  they 
put  it  down.  What  a  splendid  regulat- 
ing system !  The  result  was  always 
uncertain,  producing  something  en- 
tirely different  from  what  was  e^iected. 
In  every  country  a  tariff  had  always 
been  tiie  starting  pcunt,  but  protection 
had  been  the  end,  and  it  had  gained  and 
gained.  Interests  were  set  up  which  no 
statesman  had  ever  been  strong  enough 
to  resist,  as  had  been  shown  in  Canada, 
where  the  tariff  was  retarding  the  pro- 
gress of  the  cotmtiy.  Naturally  they 
would  be  raising  up  interests  which  they 
could  not  throw  off.  If  they  induced 
people  in  this  country  to  establish  in- 
dustries under  a  revenue  tariff,  they 
would  be  establishing  another  lot  of 
vested  interests,  and,  as  in  the  United 
States,  they  would  perhaps  have  to 
find  sources  of  expenditure  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  tariff.  If  there  was  to  be  & 
tariff,  let  it  be  a  high  one ;  then  it  would 
do  something.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  never  talked  about 
small  tariffs,  never  said  he  wanted  little 
innocent  revenue  tariffs  ;  he  wanted  to 
exclude  the  hated  foreign  product,  which 
was  taking  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths 
of  English  workmen.  A  revenue  tariff 
would  not  do  that ;  then  why  not  tell 
the  workmen  so  1  It  was  because  the 
Party  opposite  wished  to  allay  tiie  fears 
of  their  more  timid  supporters.  Yet 
the  free  trade  Unionists,  the  sacrifidal 
Iamb  of  the  Party,  mre  always  being  led 
to  the  slaughter  by  the  confederates^ 
and  the  arch-priest  of  the  Party  told  them 
it  would  not  hurt  much.  Let  them  cut 
its  throat !  Let  them  know  what  lJu» 
issue  was  which  every  tariff  reform 
speater  and  lecturer  was  putting  before 
the  country.  It  had  taken  a  Img  time 
to  drive  the  Iieader  of  the  Opposition  so 
far,  but  let  him  now  plunge  a  little 
further.  The  tariff  reformers  could  not 
persuade  this  country  that  the  great 
work  was  fruitless  which  Qladst^-and 
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Feel  did  in  striking  ofi  thouaaBds  of 
dutiM  that  were  fomid  to  produce  no 
nranme  and  vfaieh  it  did  not  pay  to  put 
<ni.  Let  them  forsake  the  flimsy  ground 
of  the  new  Biimingham  eiremcon  and 
take  their  stand  by  the  old  Birmingham 
poHcy ;  then  the  trade  of  the  country 
would  know  where  it  was.  He  sub- 
mitted his  Kesolution  Mdth  confidence  to 
the  House,  and  he  submitted  it  with 
«qaal  confidence  to  any  body  of  expert 
fenders  and  to  the  consumers  of  this 
country.  He  begged  to  move. 

*Hb.  RUSSELL  REA  (Gloucester)  said 
he  rose  to  second  the  Resolution  which 
had  been  so  ably  moved  by  his  hon. 
friend.   He  woidd  not  occupy  very 
many  minutes,  because  he  felt  that  on  an 
occasioa  like  that  the  time  at  their 
disposal  was  so  limited  that  it  was 
not  justifiable   for  him   to  occupy 
long.   TarifF  reformers  professed  that 
^ey  did  not  want  to  return  to  the  old 
fall-blooded   protection   of   the  early 
years  of  the  19th  century.    But  they 
lorgot  that  in  the  middle  of  that  century 
there  was  a  great  tariff  experiment  on 
their  own  lines.   It  was  a  scientific 
taxis  of  the  modem  kind  and  contained 
colonial  preference,  and  it  was  the  failure 
of  that  tariff  th^t  completed  the  full 
conversion  of  Peel  and  Gladstone  to  free 
trade.    A  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  which  sat  in  1840  and  was 
presided  over  by  Joseph  Hume  recom- 
mended a  scientific  tariS,  which  was 
adopted  by  Sir  Robert  Feel  in  1842. 
The  principles  of  that  tarifE  were  the 
reduction  of  duties  on  raw.  material, 
which  in  no  case  were  to  exceed  5  per 
cent.,  of  duties  on  partially  manufactured 
articles  to  a  point  not  to  exceed  12  per 
cent.,  of  duties  on  manufactured  articles 
to  a  point  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent.,  and 
it  also  contained  the  principle  of  pre- 
ferential reductions  of  the  duties  on 
■colonial  products.    Thit  was  the  tariff 
advocated  to-dav  by  tariff  reformers. 
It    proved    a    failure,    and    it  was 
its  faOuie  thit  converted    Peel  and 
Qhdstone    to    free    trade.     In  the 
course  of  lus  study  of  the  economic 
hist<ny  of  that  period  he  was  very  anxious 
to  puiohsse  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the 
Hume  Commission,  but  fail^  until  he 
■came  across  a  second-hand  copy,  which 
he  found  had  been  in  the  possession  of 


the  late  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  and 
hid  voluminous  notes  upon  it  in  that 
state8min*s  own  hindwritii^.  Those 
notes  showed  that  the  late  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  had  no  belief  in  small  duties, 
a.nd  one  calculation  he  made  was  to  the 
effect  thit  in  the  two  years  following  the 
tariff  of  1842  the  produce  of  the  tariff 
on  17  articles  was  £21,417,000,  whilst 
the  total  revenue  was  £22,710,000,  so 
thit  95  per  cent,  of  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  country  was  collected  from  17 
articles  which  were  subject  to  tariff. 
That  illustrated  wh%t  he  had  said  that 
there  were  only  46  articles  in  the  tariff 
which  yielded  revenue  worth  collecting 
while  822  articles  produced  nothing. 
They  knew  what  the  state  of  the  country 
was  in  what  were  known  as  the  "  hungry 
forties."   [The  whole  system  of  small 
taxej  had   been  changed  since  then. 
The  only  people  who  paid  taxes  on 
imported  goods  were  the  taxpayers  who 
lived  in  the  country  where  the  taxes 
were  imposed.    What  he  would  like  to 
know  was  whether  tariff  reformers  and 
the  Party  opposite  advocated  the  institu- 
tion of  a  general  tariff  or  not.    "  General 
tariff"  was  a  term  which  had  a  very 
definite  meaning  in  diplomacy  and  fin- 
ance.  It  me  at  a  taruE  in  whiih  tixa- 
tion  was  the  rule,  and  freedom  from 
taxation  by  the  construction  of  a  "tree 
list  '*  the  eioep'ion.  It  meant  a  tariff  that 
could  be  expanded  into  a  penal  tariff  or 
reduced  into  a  preferential  tariff.  He 
thought  they  htd  a  right  to  ask  the  advo- 
cates of  tariff  reform  wluther  they  desired 
a  general  tariff  in  this  country.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  spoken  with 
two  voices,  and  it  was  very  hard  to 
reconcile  them.    Speaking  in  the  Albert 
Hall  on  8th  July,  1905,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, dealing  with  the  subject  of  small 
taxes  and  a  general  tariff,  said — 

"  Retaliation  is  an  excellent  text ;  so  is 
Hesopotamia  ....  It  is  do  use  for  a  man 
to  go  down  into  the  cOLittry  and  to  propose 
to  he  an  advocate  of  preference  for  the  coloniea, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  boast  that  he  is 
unwilling  to  pay  the  price.  We  want  the  big 
revolver  when  we  meet  the  men  who  are  armed 

it  all  points.  [Cheers,  and  *'  Well-loaded, 
Sir."]  i  agree  with  the  interraption.  That 
is  the  whole  point  of  my  argament.  What  is 
the  use  of  a  revolver  which  is  not  loaded  ? 
We  will  load  our  revolver  with  a  general  tariff 

....  The  revolver  is  not  given  to  us  aa  a 
toy — it  is  meant  for  use,  that  its  charge — thia 
general  tariff  of  whioh  I^speah-^BEi^^tnmer' 
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ftt  ft  moment  into  a  penal  tari0.  \Vhat  is  the 
good,  for  UB,  ia  onx  case  at  any  rate,  for  ub  who 
are  not  politiciana,  to  conceal  what  we  mean  ?  " 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Oppoaildon,  speaking  in  the 
Merchant  Taylors*  Hall  on  I2th  February, 
1906.  said— 

**  Whoi  I  am  told  by  another  section  of 
my  friends  that  a  email  duly  on  com  ia  an 
aboolute  necessity  and  yon  can  do  nothing 
vithoat  it,  I  aay  why  lay  that  down  as  a  pro- 
poaition  ?  Are  yon  aora  it  is  a  neoeisity  t 
Are  yon  snre  that  nhoa  the  qneation  has  mac- 
tioally  to  be  dealt  witil  it  wilf  be  dealt  with  by 
machinery  T  In  the  same  way  with  a  general 
tariff,  do  yon  mean  tiiat  it  ia  impoeaible  to  carry 
ont  what  ia  called  retaliation  unices  a  general 
tariff  is  part  of  that  scheme  T  I  refuse,  for  my 
part,  to  make  that  limitation  as  I  have  refused 
to  make  the  other  limitation." 

In  view  of  t^ese  statements,  they  had 
a  right  to  ask  what  was  the  poUoy  of 
the  Party  opposite.  It  they  came  into 
power,  did  they  mean  to  impose  a 
general  tarifE  ?  He  did  not  think  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  could  complain 
if  the  country  universally  interpreted 
his  vote  to-night,  it  he  voted  against 
tile  Besohition,  as  a  vote  for  a  general 
taiifi. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
any  attempt  to  broaden  the  basis  of 
taxation  by  placing  small  import  duties 
on  a  lai^e  number  of  articles  is  opposed 
to  all  principles  of  sound  finance,  wasteful 
and  uneconomical  as  regards  collection, 
disturbing  and  harmful  to  industry  and 
commerce,  would  tend  to  raise  the  price 
of  all  taxed  articles  to  consumers,  and, 
in  practice,  would  lead  to  the  imposition 
of  high  tariffs  of  the  same  character  as 
those  in  force  in  protected  countries." — 
{Mr.  Mond.) 

*Mk.  HIIXS  (Durham)  said  the  mover 

of  the  Resolution  had  covered  a  very 
wide  field.  He  could  not  pretend  to 
soar  to  the  heights  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  reached.  The  hon.  Member 
had  stated  that  those  on  his  side  of 
the  House  had  great  minds,  while 
their  opponents  had  small  minds. 
He  was  quite  content  to  look  at  this 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
national  interest  and  to  see  how  far  it 
affected  the  country  at  this  particular 
time.   He  agreed  that  persons  were  taxed, 

Mr.  Eussell  Sea. 


not  things ;  but  that  only  half  stated  In- 
case. The  object  of  extending  tazatiim. 
over  a  laige  numbw  of  articles  vas  to- 
tax  the  person  according  to  his  ability  to 

pay.  He  would  give  a  concrete  casej. 
He  supposed  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Chester  smoked  cigars  sometimes- 
or  he  might  have  a  motor  car.  If  these 
things  were  taxed,  he  was  taxed  acoordiug 
to  his  means  and  substance,  or,  in  othia- 
words,  accrading  to  his  expenditure. 
But  if  all  tlu  revenue  of  the  oonntry 
were  raised  by  indirect  taxaticm,  it 
would  be  a  far  less  fair  means- 
of  TYi Airing  the  individual  pay  accord- 
ing to  his  ability  to  pay,  than 
a  tariff  would  be.  [Ministbbial  cries, 
of  "  No."]  The  second  point  was  tlus* 
At  present  ih^y  taxed  a  large  number 
of  articles.  The  thii^p  taxed,  however^ 
were  the  very  last  that  would  be  taxed, 
if  they  taxed  people  according  to  ability^ 
to  pay.  Ts^e  sugar, .  the  si  gat  tut 
was  practically  a  poll  tax.  It 
was  said  that  if  we  had  a  general 
tariff  the  sum  obtained  would  be  a(h 
small  and  the  cost  of  collection  8<^ 
great  that  in  the  end  we  should  be  no- 
better  off.  The  proposal  of  a  revenue^ 
duty  on  manufactures  was  not  a  blind 
10  per  cent,  all  round.  It  was  a  10  per 
cent,  net  revenue.  If  the  hon.  Member 
asked  on  what  standard  it  was  proposed, 
to  fix  the  amount  of  the  duty,  he  would 
refer  lum  to  every  scientific  tariff  tiie- 
world  had  ever  blown.  Did  the  hon. 
Member  not  know  that  in  the  Qermaa, 
tariff,  for  example,  the  gradation  of 
taxes  depended  on  the  labour  involved 
in  the  production  of  the  article  ?  Accord- 
ing as  an  article  was  produced  by  the- 
employment  of  much  or  little  labour^ 
so  the  tax  was  increased  or  lessened.. 
Instead  of  the  5  per  ce:it.  or  10  per  cent, 
on  m'>.nufactures  being  a  blind  duty^ 
all  round,  it  was  a  5  or  10  per  cent, 
uet  revenue.  After  all,  the  amount  takw 
at  customs  was  only  one  jwrt  of  the- 
revenue  produced  by  taxation.  He 
held  that  the  effect  of  any  taxa- 
tion of  this  sort  was  to  a  certain 
extent  protective ;  but  in  so  tar  as  it 
was  protective  it  must  have  some  efEeot 
on  the  industries  of  tJiis  country.  All 
the  internal  taxes  were  in  som& 
sort  taxes  on  prcduction.  The  income 
tax  was  certainly  I  eonee^y  sj^kinf^ 
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was  a  tax  on  prrdaeiion.  If  pro- 
dttcti'm  was  s'imulated  the  taxable  cap- 
acity of  the  country  was  stimulated,  and 
therefore  there  was  a  large  increase  in 
the  standard  or  staple  taxes.  When  the 
m)Ter  of  the  Resolution  got  up  and  re  - 
dnced  his  sum  to  four  or  five  millions, 
he  ought  to  look  further  afield  to  see 
whether  there  were  not  certain  things 
which  he  had  not  considered.  Ever 
at  the  Custom  House  the  returns  would  be 
much  greater  than  he  made  out,  and  if 
there  were  fdded  the  increase  of  thr 
taxable  capacity  of  the  country,  it  would 
be  found  a  very  great  deal.  H)  was 
entirely  at  one  with  the  miver  of  the 
Resolution  as  to  the  difiicnlties  of  an}- 
proposed  new  system.  In  his  owr 
opinion  the  present  system  of  tax- 
ation had  gone  mad  on  simplicity. 
[Ironical  Ministerial  laughter.]  Yes, 
gone  mad  on  simplicity,  and  foi 
this  reason ;  that  they  had  gone 
entirely  for  ease  of  collection.  All 
they  had  thought  of  was  what  the 
Chutoellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  get 
in  most  easily  in  the  way  of  taxation. 
They  had  gone  in  for  Mr.  Qladstone*B 
principle  of  a  few  taxes  on  articles  of 
general  consumption.  He  maintained 
at  once  that  that  was  the  worst  standard 
that  could  be  had.  It  simply  meant 
that  the  poor  paid  an  excessive  amount 
of  that  taxation.  It  seemed  simple  to 
collect,  hut  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  poor  taxpayer  it  was  demons' rably 
wrong.  Although  the  scheduled  manu- 
factured articles  in  the  Oermsn  tariff 
occupied  70  pages,  and  although  it 
looked  a  very  formidable  list  yet  it  presesd 
much  less  hardly  upon  the  German  tax- 
payer than  the  sugar  duty  did  here. 
To  say  that  it  would  be  difiicult  to  intro- 
duce a  new  system  was  a  pure  confession 
of  weakness.  If  the  thing  was  right,  it 
ought  to  be  their  duty  to  do  it.  For 
seven  years  a  Committee  of  experts  had 
sat  on  the  German  tu-ifE,  the  whole 
trade  of  Germany  for  the  last  twenty 
years  had  been  examined,  and  2,000 
witnesses  had  given  evidence.  The  result 
of  that  labour  might  or  might  not  be 
accepted  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
but  it  was  absurd  to  say  that  it  was  I 
wasted  time.  All  the  free  trade  party  j 
seemed  to  think  that  it  was  not  the  j 
business  of  the  country  to  consider  what  1 
industries  were  carried  on  in  the  country.  I 


They  seemed  to  Hhink  that  the  interest 
of  the  individual  was  always  the  same 
r  s  the  interest  of  the  State.  They  knew 
that  the  manufacturer  looked  quite 
rightly  to  get  his  profit,  and  yet 
t^y  seemed  to  tlunk  that  by  doing 
so  he  must  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
State.  But  he  maintained  that  the  State 
had  a  grwt  interest  in  the  industries  of 
t^e  country  apart  from  the  interest  of 
the  individual  producer.  It  had  a  perfect 
right  to  say  that  certain  industries  were 
good  for,  or  were  necessary  for, 
the  community.  All  the  arguments 
about  the  selfish  nature  of  protection 
were  rather  small ;  it  was  not  as  if  they 
argued  for  tariff  protection  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  producer  of  manufactured 
articles.  He  might  be  entirely  wrong, 
but  did  they  suppose  that  people  like 
those  who  hp-d  gone  into  this  movement 
of  tariff  reform  were  mainly  concerned 
for  thenselves  end  that  they  tcok  pll 
this  time  end  trouble  for  the  mere  pro- 
tection of  their  own  interest  ?  Surely 
not.  The  State  was  directly  interested 
in  the  amount  of  produci  ion  turned 
out  by  the  menufacturing  industries ; 
but  eccording  to  free  trpde  doctrine 
that  did  not  matter  to  the  State. 
He  contended  that  the  interest  of 
the  individual  was  at  neirly  all 
points  in  conflict  with  the  interests- 
of  the  State,  and  tiiat  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  State  to  interfere  and  regulate- 
production,  and  it  could  only  do  that 
by  me?ns  of  taxes.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  tr  Iked  ebout  giant 
industries  held  down  by  the  unseen  bonds 
of  thoirs'-nds  cf  tpxes.  He  disagreed  with 
that  entirely.  The  only  wpy  in  which 
the  State  could  interfere  with  and  help 
industry  WES  by meo-ns  of  taxes.  [Minis- 
TEEIAL  cries  of  "Oh,  oh!"]  What  other 
wf.ys  were  there  ?  If  they  gave  up  that 
mens  they  surrendered  all  control  over 
the  industries  of  tbecountry,  and  that  was 
a  counsel  of  despair.  It  meant  saying 
that  they  simply  meant  to  let  people 
do  what  they  liked,  and  that  those  who 
represented  the  whole  community  were 
to  do  nothing  at  all.  He  took  his  stand 
on  quite  different  grounds.  He  held  that 
by  taxes  they  could  raise  revenue  and 
2.\so  do  a  great  deal  for  the  productive 
power  of  thfr  country.  The  mover  of  the 
Resolution  had  told  the  House  a  great 
deal  about  the  evils  ^^^(J^^ 
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protective  countties,  about  the  people 
eating  horse-flesh  and  black  bread  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing.  He  suspected 
that  the  hon.  Qentleman  was  not  quite 
serious  in  that  part  of  his  argument. 
He  would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
look  for  a  minute  and  see  how  the  pro- 
tective system  leaMy  worked  in  Germany. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  Germany 
in  the  happy  days  of  free  trade.  Happy 
days  of  free  trade — when  Germans  were 
leaving  the  country  at  the  rate  of 
200,000  a  year!  When  they  came  to 
look  at  any  industrial  system  they  must 
look  at  it  from  the  x>oint  of  view  of  what 
it  had  done.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
defended  their  system,  but  any  system 
broke  down  which  did  not  employ  the 
people  of  the  country,  and  sorely  they 
■vrho  advocated  a  change  had  something 
to  say  for  themselves.  What  was  hap- 
-pening  now  in  Germany  ?  She  was 
absorbing  into  her  industrial  life  double 
the  number  of  people  we  were.  They 
.ought  not  to  speak  of  unemployed  and  of 
the  percentages  of  people  who  were  out 
of  work.  They  ought  to  look  at  tii<Me 
who  were  employed  rather  than  at  those 
who  were  not.  They  never  said  how 
many  people  this  CGuntry  absorbed  into 
its  system  year  by  year ;  and  on  that 
ground  all  the  figures  quoted  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  beside  the 
question.  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  told  them  a  few  d&ys 
■about  the  amount  of  unemployment  m 
the  United  States.  The  answer  to  that 
was,  that  in  the  last  ten  years  the  United 
States  had  absorbed  15,000,000  people, 
for  whom  they  had,  more  or  less,  found 
work.  Of  course,  it  might  be  said  that 
the  United  States  was  a  new  and  un- 
developed country,  and  not  a  fair  test 
to  take;  but  bt  them  look  at 
Germany,  where  they  had  absorbed 
4,000,000  people,  and  their  system  had 
suited  their  country  so  much  better 
than  our  system  that  they  had  added 
double  the  number  to  their  popula- 
tion that  we  did.  It  might  be  said 
that  emigration  was  a  remedy  for  un- 
emplojTnent.  It  was  not  a  remedy ;  it 
might  have  been  so  in  the  old  days  when 
we  sent  men  across  the  seas  as  consumers 
who  bought  our  goods.  But  now  we  sent 
producers  who  competed  with  us.  The 
more  people  we  could  absorb  into  our 
system  the  better  for  us.   We  were  only 
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on  the  threshold  of  a  new  day,  when  the 
number  of  people  would  be  increased  to 
an  incredibly  greater  extent  than  now, 
and  when  they  would  find  emplojrment 
through  the  enormous  extension  of 
machinery  and  of  our  productive  power. 
If  an  industry  was  started,  popula- 
tion  and  capital  flowed  in,  and  if 
we  started  industries  here,  people 
would  not  leave  us,  and  this  drain 
which  we  had  every  year  would  not 
take  place.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Resolution  talked  about 
protectionist  interests.  He  quite  ad- 
mitted that  all  fiscal  systems  must  help 
somebody — certain  interests  were  suited 
by  certain  systems.  Free  trade  suited 
certain  interests.  But  what  they  had 
to  look  at  was  not  the  interests  of  tlua 
body  of  men  or  of  that  industry,  but  the 
interests  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 
Did  the  Party  opposite  mean  to  defend 
their  system  as  perfect  ?  Did  they  mean 
to  go  on  year  after  year,  with  all  these 
people  out  of  employment,  and  suggest 
no  remedy  at  all }  Eve^hing  they 
suggested  was  merely  a  palliative,  and 
when  they  on  that  side  tried  to  find  a 
remedy,  hon.  Gentiemen  oppoute  said 
they  were  selfish,  simple-minded,  and 
stupid  protectionists.  But  they  did  not 
answer  the  question  that  was  before 
them  now.  Their  speeches  might  be 
made  anywhere ;  they  were  perfectly 
out  of  place  there.  It  was  the  existing 
condition  of  things  they  had  to  meet, 
and  the  Party  opposite  made  no  sort  of 
attempt  to  meet  them.  If  they  did  not, 
he  could  assure  them  that  they  on  that 
side  of  the  House  would  get  their  chance. 

*Mb.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  said  he 
had  listened  with  so  much  pleasure  to  the 
speech  which  they  had  just  heard  that 
he  would  try  and  answer  View  qf  the 
points  which  the  hon.  Member  made. 
He  began  by  using  what  appeared  to  be  a 
very  fair  argument,  that  there  was 
theoretically  a  case  for  a  multitude  of 
duties,  because  by  that  means  they 
would  spread  the  burden  of  taxation 
over  a  miUtitade  of  people,  and  would 
make  people  pay  according  to  thxar 
means.  He  thought,  however,  the  hon. 
Member  overlooked  the  fact  that  they 
were  by  no  means  more  sure  where  tlw 
burden  was  going  to  fall  than  they  were  at 
present.  He  had  also  overlooked  the  much 
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more  serious  consideration^  that  if  they 
were  going  to  get  a  large  revenue  that  way 
they  must  tax  the  thLigs  that  the  mass 
of  the  people  used.  They  could  not 
gtt  a  large  revenue  by  taxiiig  tike  tliiiigB 
which  the  wealthy  people  used,  though 
ty  doing  so  they  might  get  a  httle  but  not 
much.  He  quite  agreed  with  what  the 
hon.  Member  said  about  the  sugar  and 
tea  taxes.  He  was  opposed  to  those 
taxes,  but  he  would  point  out  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  wanted  scientifically  to 
make  taxes  rest  on  those  people  who 
could  best  bear  the  burden,  then  the  only 
scientific  tax  was  the  income-tax.  He, 
personally,  was  in  favour  of  extending 
the  income-tax  downwards  so  that  every 
man  should  pay  an  income-tax,  however 
small  it  might  be,  and  make  some  direct 
contribution  to  the  great  club  to  which 
they  all  belonged,  and  so  that  he  might 
know  the  amount  of  the  contribution  he 
was  makii^.  The  reason  they  did  not 
extend  the  income-tax  downwa^  was  the 
trouble  of  collection,  but  he  believed  the 
tremendous  moral  and  political  value  they 
would  gain  would  fully  justify  the  extra 
cost  involved  in  the  extra  trouble  of 
collecting.  The  hon.  Gentleman  hid  also 
told  them  that  the  German  scientific 
tarifi  was  based  on  the  theocy  of  putting 
extra  duties  on  those  things  that  con- 
tained a  latter  amount  of  labour.  On 
tiiat  tiieory  he  presumed  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  put  a  lai^er  duty  on 
cloth  than  he  would  on  yam.  Would 
that  he  an     vahrem  duty  ? 

*Hb.  hills  said  not  necessarily.  It 
was  not  always  the  same  thing.  The 
Uboor  value  of  each  product  would  have 
to  be  found  and  the  labour  value  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  tax. 

•Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  But  how? 
By  weight  or  by  value  ?  With  staple 
articles  of  manufacture,  ultimately  the 
question  came  down  to  one  of  money 
Talae. 

♦Mr.  HILLS:  Not mmey value, labour 
Taloe. 

•Mb.  HAROLD  COX  said  the  point  he 
willed  to  make  was  that  the  amount  of 
Isbonr  on  £100  of  yarn  was  the  same  as 
on  £100  of  clolji.   If  the  hon.  Member 


doubted  that  he  would  ask  him  the  old 
question  of  their  childh  x>d — Which  was 
the  heavier,  a  pound  of  feathers  or  a 
pound  of  lead. 

Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St- 
Albans)  said  in  transferring  yam  into 
woollen  clotii  they  added  to  the  amount 
of  labour. 

*Mr.  HAROLD  COX  thought  with  all 
respect  he  had  already  got  as  far  as  that. 
His  point  was  that  £100  of  yarn  con- 
tained a  greater  weight  of  yarn  than 
would  be  made  up  into  £100  of  cloth. 
If  they  took  £100  worth  of  each  they 
would  find  the  same  labour  in  the  lump. 
It  must  be  bo. 

♦Me.  HILLS  :  In  £100  worth  of  yam 
there  is  a  certain  amoont  of  wool  and  a 
certain  amount  of  labour.  In  £100  worth 
of  cloth  there  was  a  smaller  amount  of 
wool  and  a  larger  amount  of  labour. 

♦Mr.  HAROLT)  COXsaid  that  the  wool 

represented  labour.  The  hon.  Member 
for  D  orham  was  sufiering  from  a  difficulty 
which  all  tarifl  reformers  had  felt — the 
difHcultv  of  discriminating  between  raw 
material  and  manufactured  articles.  He 
challenged  anvone  to  sar  whether  leather 
was  a  raw  matwial  or  a  manufactured 
article.  Let  them  take  the  case  of  oil, 
which  was  raw  material  in  the  manU' 
facture  of  linoleum,  but  oil  was  rbo  a 
manufactured  article.  A  Scottish  manu- 
facturer of  lineolum  had  told  him  that  he 
was  so  troubled  bv  the  French  tarifj  that 
he  thought  of  transferring  his  factorv  to 
France.  He  had  gone  so  far  as  to  select 
a  site,  when  it  occurred  to  him  to  ask  at 
what  price  he  could  get  his  raw  materials 
in  France.  He  then  discovered  that  the 
French  duties  were  so  heavy  that  it  paid 
better  to  continue  the  manufacture  in 
Scotland.  The  hon.  Member  said  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  regula- 
ting the  industries  of  the  country  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  But  it  was  im- 
possible to  give  an  advantage  to  partictdar 
industries  by  means  of  a  tariff,  unless  that 
tariff  enabled  the  manufacturer  to  obtain 
hi^er  prices  than  he  could  without  a 
tariff.  By  encoui  aging  some  industries  we 
must  consequently  de|n*e8s  ethers.  ■ 
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*Mr.  HILLS:  The  thing  that  interests 
the  producer  is  not  the  price,  but  the 
profit.  A  larger  sale  means  a  larger 
profit;  and,  thorefoie,  an  extended 
market  may  give  a  larger  profit  without 
nusing  the  price. 

r  *Ub.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  any 

producer  could  get  a  larger  sale  by 
selling  mi  re  cheaply.  What  the  producer 
wanted  was  a  price  above  what  he  would 
get  if  there  were  no  duty,  and  that  mtist 
be  paid  by  the  rest  of  the  community, 
and  thus  fall  on  other  industries.  It 
should  be  asked  what  industries  hon. 
Members  proposed  to  benefit  and  what 
they  proposed  to  injure.  No  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  had  said  what  industries 
they  proposed  to  benefit,  although  when 
they  went  into  particular  districts  of  the 
country  they  advocated  a  protective  tax 
for  the  benefit  of  the  industries  of  those 
districts,  as,  for  example,  cement  and 
hops.  Bat  as  a  national  policy  they  had 
not  declared  that  for  the  national  interest 
such  and  such  industries  should  be  ex- 
tended. It  was  impossible  for  them  to 
do  this,  because,  while  the  agricultural 
industries  would  be  benefited  by  taxing 
agricultural  imports,  the  manufacturing 
industries  would  be  injured  by  the  same 
duties.  Hon.  Hembets  could  not  benefit 
all  the  industries  of  the  country  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  had  never  said  what 
was  the  industiy  from  the  national  point 
of  view  they  wished  to  benefit.  Refer- 
ence had  been  made  to  the  growth  of 
dafiodils  in  the  Scilly  Isles.  But  why  was 
it  an  objectionable  industry  to  grow 
daffodils  ?  They  gave  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  humanity,  and  if  we  could 
produce  daffodils  here  at  a  greater  ad- 
vantage than  we  could  produce  com,  why 
should  we  not  produce  them  ?  What 
national  advantage  was  there  in  produc- 
ing com  when  we  could  produce  daffodils 
more  profitably  !  If  tiie  object  of  hon. 
Members  was  to  increase  the  amount  of 
labour  on  the  land  it  was  better  to  grow 
things  like  fmit  and  daffodils  than  com, 
because  com  gro^^ing  was  a  machine  in- 
dustry, meaning  that  fewer  people  would 
be  employed  on  the  land.  Did  the  hon. 
Member  realise  that  the  effect  of  his  plan 
was  not  to  encourage  people  to  improve 
their  methods  of  production,  but  to  dis- 
courage them  in  taking  pains  1  He  would 
give  a  ^actical  illustration  of  this.  A 


maker  of  damask  table  cloths  for  the- 
market  in  the  United  States  had  an  offer  oi 
particularly  fine  linen  yam  from  Belgium. 
He  wrote  to  the  Irish  spinners  by  whom 
he  WcB  usually  supplied  stating  that  he 
had  tliiB  Belgium  <rfEer  at  a  lower  price. 
The  Iiiihmen  protested  against  the  coo- 
duct  of  the  foreigner,  but  some  of  them 
went  to  Belgium  and  discovered  that  the 
success  of  the  Belgians  was  due  to  a  new 
machine  made  in  England.  They  erected 
this  machine  in  their  own  works,  and  now 
they  supplied  the  yam  at  a  lower  price 
than  that  et  which  the  Belgians  coulcl 
supply  it.  The  hon.  Member  in  his  test 
of  employment  omitted  the  case  of 
Lancashire,  which  lived  on  an  export 
industry.  The  whole  of  Lancashire  was 
dependent  upon  an  industry  which  im- 
ported its  raw  material  from  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  and  sent  out  manufactured 
goods  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  What  duty 
could  hon.  Members  put  on  which  would 
benefit  the  industry  of  Lancashire  ? 
There  was  not  a  single  duty  which  could 
possibly  bring  any  advantage  to  thft 
Lanca  shire  industry,  representing,  a& 
it  did,  one-fourth  of  our  total  exports. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  wss  scarcely  a. 
duty  which  could  be  put  on  which  would 
not  injure  that  industry.  The  eSect 
of  all  these  schemes  of  fiscal  reform  was 
to  subsid  ise  pa  rticular  industries  at 
the  expers3  of  the  whole  community- 
Free  trade,  also,  might  be  looked  upon 
from  a  selfish  point  of  view,  but  there 
was  this  great  difference,  that  the  free- 
trader was  the  man  who  sought  to  get 
his  materials  cheap,  and  in  making  that 
request  he  Wi~  s  putting  himself  at  one  with, 
the  whole  of  his  fellow-beiags.  The 
protectionist  wcs  always  wantii^;  to 
sell  something  dear,  and  in  doing  so  h«- 
wcs  setting  himself  against  the  whole 
of  the  rest  of  the  community.  In  the 
one  case  the  selfishness  was  socii  1 ; 
in  the  other,  anti-social.  The  difference 
between  the  protectionist  and  free-trader 
was  that  the  free-trader  sought  somethii^ 
which  would  benefit  himself  and  all  hia 
fellow  men,  the  protectionist  sought  some- 
thing which  would  benefit  himself  against 
his  fellow-men.  He  ventured  to  suggest 
that  those  Gentlemen  below  the  g  ngway- 
who  advocated  socialism,  and  those 
above  the  gar  gway  who  advocated 
tariff  reform,  were  advocating  the  same 
principle.   Bot!^j,p|5,^ig.^^|liO  the 
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State  to  8'jb8i'?i8e  s^mfbody;  both  were 
trcBting  to  wh  t  they  coald  wheedle 
out  of  Parti  iment  instead  of  trusting 
to  theii  own  energies  and  efforts.  Those 
ebore  the  ga  igway  wiebed  to  tax 
the  food  of  uioae  who  sit  below,  and 
those  below  the  gangway  wished  to  tax 
the  dividends  end  rents  of  those  above. 
"This  difference  of  opinion  naturdlly 
gave  rise  to  some  little  ill-feeling.  Bat 
give  m  lime.  Th?  ine^stible  la  f-s 
of  logic  a  d  tho  exigencies  of  political 
oampaignirg  would  bring  both  groups 
into  one  camp,  whenre  they  would 
m'>rch  fjrth  Moulder  to  sho^ller  to 
plunder  honest  men. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is,  I  suppose, 
an  inevitable  law  of  these  debates,  in 
whate^T  narrow  limits  they  appear  to 
be  fixed,  to  wander  at  kige  over  the 
whole  vast  area  of  the  fiscal  controversy. 
X  un  not  going  to  intervene  in  that  part 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  dialogue  which 
he  had  with  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Durham.  It  was  highly  instructive 
and  entertaining.  It  had  more  resem- 
blance to  tile  modes  of  discussion  of  the 
nzteenth  century  than  it  had  to  the 
ordinary  debates  of  House,  but  I 
am  not  sure  that  it  has  any  relevancy 
to  the  Motion  we  are  now  discussing. 
The  Motion  is  strictly  defined.  It  relates 
strictly  to  the  question  of  whether  we 
should  or  should  not  broaden  the  basis 
of  taxation  and  increase  the  number  of 
articles  from  die  taxation  of  which  the 
revenue  of  this  country  is  obtained. 
Amusing  as  was  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech,  especially  in  its  latter  portion, 
in  which  he  drew  a  parallel  between  the 
Party  sitting  below  the  gangway  and 
those  sitting  on  these  benches,  and  spoke 
of  us  both  as  assaulting  the  citadel  of 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  has 
becfHue  almost  the  only  defender,  I  do  not 
see  Uiat  there  is  any  sign  of  any  co- 
operation with  him  either  in  this  or  any 
ot^r  question.  But  the  hon.  Member 
did  not  profess  to  touch  the  subject  of 
the  Resolution,  and  if  I  turn  from  his 
speech  and  go  back  to  the  speeches  of 
the  mover  and  seconder,  which  did  more 
or  less  touch  on  the  issue  before  us,  I 
suppose  I  have  to  regard  the  Motion 
tiiey  were  defendii^  as  the  lineal  but 
rawer  degenerate  soccesBor  of  those 
private  Ifembers*  Ifotions  with  which 
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we  were  so  familiar  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, and  from  which  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  derived  so  much  giatifitjation.. 
Tlut  gratification,  I  suppose,  is  diminish- 
ing. I  do  not  fancy  they  look  fonraid  to- 
those  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings- 
devoted  to  fiscal  reform  with  the  same- 
exhilarating  sentiments  of  hope  and. 
expectation  which  formerly  animated 
them.  A  good  many  causes  may  be- 
suggested  for  that  change  of  view,  some- 
of  tiiem  purely  electoral,  to  which  I 
will  not  farther  xefer^— some  of  tbenk 
purely  electoral  oth^  relating  to  tho 
Teal  economic  basis  of  this  controversy 
on  which  I  think  they  are  beginning  to- 
discover  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
which  their  economic  philosophy  has- 
so  far  not  dreamed  of.  There  are  a 
certain  number  of  them,  no  doubt,  who- 
still  with  perfect  self-contentment  con- 
tinue to  repeat  tiie  old  fallacies  long^ 
ago'given  up  by  every  competent  econo- 
mist. [MiKisTERiAL  Cries  of  *'Name.") 
There  is  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
seconded  the  Motion,  the  Member  for 
Gloucester.  He  announced  as  an 
axiom  that  the  whole  duty  on  all  im- 
ported goods  was  necessarily  and  inevit- 
ably and  always  paid  by  the  importing: 
country. 

♦Mb.  RUSSELL  REA :  My  opinions- 
on  that  point  have  been  published,  and 
I  did  not  express  my  view  in  that  abso- 
lute manner. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  tiie  people  of  the  oountry 
which  put  on  tJie  indirect  taxation  were 
the  people  who  paid  it. 

♦Mr.  RUSSELL  REA:  There  are  other 
cases  in  which,  of  course,  the  incidence^ 
of  the  tax  is  divided, 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  if  the- 
hon.  G^entleman  looks  at  the  report  of 
his  speech  to-morrow  he  will  see  that  ho- 
made  the  proposition  in  a  far  more 
unqualified  form.  Of  course,  I  accept, 
his  statement.  He  does  not  go  th& 
length  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
who  lays  it  down  as  an  economic  pro- 
position that  not  only  do  the  taxpayers, 
of  the  country  which,  puts  on  the-  Ituc 
pay  all,  but  they  probably  pay  more.. 
If  either  the  Chan?)?^^@(|;^«hper 
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or  tlie  hon.  Gentleman  who  seconded 
the  Motion  were  to  give  any  such  answer 
at  an  examination  in  political  economy 
in  any  of  our  Universities,  he  would 
amdoubtedly  be  plucked.  I  was  lather 
astonished  to  hear  the  hon.  Qentleman 
ivho  has  just  Bat  down,  who  has  ^ven  a 
^nat  deal  of  study  to  these  questions 
and  is  as  competent  as  any  man  in  the 
House  to  deal  with  them,  say  that 
because  Crennany  was  twice  as  large 
in  area  as  this  country  it  was  twice  as 
easy  to  employ  its  population. 
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Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  I  only  said 
there  was  obTiously  room  for  more 
expansion  of  the  population. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think,  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  reflects  on  the 
proposition,  ho  will  see  that  the  power 
of  any  country  to  support  a  population 
depends  hardly  to  any  extent  upon 
<the  area;  it  depends  on  the  resources 
•of  the  country.  I  mean  on  its  capital 
And  its  power  of  organising  industrially. 
These  are  elements  which  enable  a 
country  to  support  population,  and  to 
hring  in  a  mere  question  of  square  miles 
-as  a  solution  of  that  problem  is  a  method 
of  dealing  with  economic  problems  which 
is  not,  I  think,  quite  worthy  of  the 
knowledge  and  dexterity  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston.  All  the  Gentlemen 
on  that  side  of  the  House  have,  I  think, 
so  far  followed  their  previous  examples 
on  similar  occasions  as  to  occupy  most 
of  their  speeches  in  earnestly  pressing 
us  for  details  of  any  plan  for  carrying 
•out  fiscal  reform.  There  was  a  period 
when  that  kind  of  appeal  had  a  certain 
plausibility.  I  always  thought  it  very 
irrational.  I  always  took  the  view  that 
it  was  only  the  Government  that  actually 
had  to  prepare  the  Bu<^et  and  conduct 
the  policy  of  the  country  which  could 
be  expected  to  deal  with  the  details 
•of  the  measures  they  put  forward.  I 
am  aware  that  when  they  were  in  Oppou- 
tion  hon.  Gentlemen  took  another  view. 
They  have  become  far  tamer  now  that 
they  are  in  office.  If  they  will  allow 
me  to  say  so,  they  take  a  far  more 
rational  view  of  the  situation.  We 
wanted  very  much  to  know  last  night 
-what  they  were  going  to  lay  before  the 
oountry  upon  another  question — a 
question  not  less  important  than  fiscal 
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reform.  Two  Ministers  spoke.  They  in- 
volved themselves  in  a  cloud  of  words. 
Friends  and  foes  left  the  House  absolutely 
ignorant  as  to  what  the  view  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  is  in  regard  to 
Home  Rule.  I  am  not  going  to  dwell 
upon  that  theme.  At  all  events,  it 
saves  us  in  the  Uxtvae  from  that 
preposterous  method  which  hon.  Gentle- 
men have  indulged  in  for  four 
years,  and  which  even  after  last  night 
they  have  not  yet  got  out  of  the  h^t 
of  employing,  of  insisting  that  one 
Parliament  should  {vonounce  upon  what 
the  next  Parliament  is  going  to  ao.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  choose  to  keep  their 
own  counsel  as  to  what  they  are  going  to 
do  when  the  next  Parliament  returns  them, 
but  it  is  very  inconsistent  with  their  own 
appeals  and  requests  on  previous  occasions. 
The  mover  of  the  Motion,  both  in  his 
speech  and  in  the  words  of  the  proposi- 
tion which  he  has  laid  before  the  House, 
says  that  any  small  duty  upon  imported 
goods,  whatever  it  may  be  in  thebeginning, 
will  lead  inevitably  to  a  policy  of  protec- 
tion. All  throu^  my  Parliamentary 
life  I  have  belonged  to  a  Party  which  has 
watched  with  anxiety  the  -beginning 
of  things  which,  though  very  good,  may 
develop  into  something  which  we  think 
would  be  bad.  I  suppose  that  is  the 
Conservative  attitude  of  mind,  and  it 
mav  be  pardonable  in  a  Conservative 
politician.  We  have  always  been  de- 
nounced by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
for  that  attitude.  They  have  always 
said  :  "  Treat  the  thing  on  its  merits. 
Do  not  consider  what  is  going  to  become 
of  it  when  it  is  passed  into  law.  Leave 
that  to  future  Parliaments  and  to  public 
opinion.  Do  what  is  right  and  best  at 
the  moment,  and  leave  posterity  to 
prevent  any  irrational,  harmful  develop- 
ments of  the  good  system  which  you 
establish.*'  Let  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
^ho  moved  and  seconded  Hie  Motion 
follow  that  principle.  Let  them  not 
disturb  their  dreams  by  the  idea  of  a 
Strang  and  extraordinary  system  of 
taxation  in  this  country,  which  nobody, 
so  far  as  I  know,  has  ever  recommended, 
and  certainly  does  not  follow  rationsUy 
or  logically  from  the  broadening  of  tlie 
basis  of  taxation  which  I  have  con- 
sistently recommended  both  before  and 
after  the  fiscal  controveray  arose.  It  is 
quite  true  the[^{|^^M«QieR>4l)fmoved 
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the  Motion  conjured  up  all  sorts  of 
teiTora  as  to  what  would  happen  to  oui 
commerce  if  a  small  general  duty  were  im- 
posed upon  foreign  manufactured  gocds. 
He  8  id  trade  would  leave  your  ports — 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "  So  it  would  "] — 
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\  result  of  our  putting  on  the  sugar 
duty,  we  have  to  examine  and  differ- 
entiate between  an  enormous  num- 
ber of  separately  imported  articles. 
From  one  of  these  articles  I  observe  that 


J       ij     ^  ^-L  t_        .  the  net  amount  collected  in  the  year  was: 

and  ^uld  go  to  the  free  ports  of  Bremen  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  J  ^ 

«:nd  Hamburg.   I  thought  Bremen  and  £34.  from  another  £35,  from  another  £90, 


Hamburg.  I  thought 
Hamburg  were  situate  in  Germany,  and 
t^at,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Qermany  was  the  ideal  of  a  country 
which  had  adopted  protection. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside) :  Hamburg  is  a  free  port, 

Mb.  BALFOUR :  Then  a  free  port 
can  exist  in  a  country  which  is  protected. 

3fR.  MOND  :  I  was  asking  which  ports 
▼ere  you  going  to  make  free  ports. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :   That  is  not 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  in  his 
speech.   He  s?id  in  his  speech  that  the 
result  of  adopting  a  small  duty  would 
be  that  our  commerce  would  go  to  the 
ports  of  a  country  that  had  a  big  duty. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  speech  in  dealing  with  the 
enormous  cost  of  collection  inevitable, 
aa  he  supposed,  to  the  imposition  of  small 
duties  on  manufactured  goods.   I  am 
amaxed  at  that  view.    In  the  first  place, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  wrong  in  supposing 
that  a  duty  which  is  in  itself  simple 
necessarily  carri:s  with  it  simplicity  of 
treatment  in  the  Customs  House  of  the 
country.   I  suppose  no  duty  could  be 
more  simple  to  impose  than  the  sugar 
duty.   Has  the  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sulted the  Blue-book  issued  by  the 
Comirissioners  of  Customs  upon  the 
sugar  duty  t    He  repeated  from  a  very 
old  Blae-b^ok  of  1840  the  arguments 
against  a  complex  tariff  based  upon  the 
assumption  tlut  if  you  have  a  complex 
tariff  very  small  duties  are  raised.  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  look  at  page  68  of 
the  Blue-book   he  will  find  that,  as 


and  from  another  £1.  Therefore  it  is  cle::r 
that  the  simpler  system  of  duties  which 
now  prevails  in  this  country  may  be 
simple  so  far  as  the  legislation  in  this 
House  is  concerned,  but  it  is  not  simple- 
so  far  as  the  tables  show  us  in  it«  workiug 
at  the  Customs  House.  But  I  believe 
that  the  apparent  oomplicaticxi  is  in 
reality  a  very  smxU  argdmsnt  against 
the  sugar  duty.  The  sugar  duty  may- 
be good  or  bad,  but  the  enormous  number 
of  articles  which  have  to  be  enumerated 
as  taxable  under  the  sugar  duty  are  taxed 
without  any  difficulty,  and  I  believe  that 
the  drawbacks  claimed  by  manufacturers 
when  they  export  are  repaid  without^ 
any  difficulty  and  friction  and  without 
that  enormous  cost  which  the  -  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  think  was  the 
inevitable  result  of  such  fiscal  arrange- 
ments. I  am  told  for  example  th&t 
Huntley  and  Palmer's,  whose  biscuita> 
require  a  small  amount  of  sugar  for 
their  manufacture,  can  therefore  claim 
a  drawback  when  they  export  their 
biscuits.  At  first  sight  we  might  ex- 
pect there  would  be  no  transaction  more 
complicated  than  giving  beck  to  the  - 
exporter  the  exact  amount  of  drawback  on 
the  fractional  amount  of  sugar  contained 
on  each  biscuit  in  one  of  their  boxes. 
But  it  can  be  done,  and  is  done,  without 
the  smallest  difficult) .  It  involves  no 
expense  and  no  trouble,  and  carries  with 
it  no  £raud.  I  heard  some  gentleman 
express  dissent.  I  do  not  believe  what 
I  have  stated  will  be  contradicted  by 
anyone  who  has  access  to  the  officials  o£ 
the  Board  of  Customs,  and  it  is  a  great 
illusion  to  suppose  that  a  system  which 
looked  complicated  on  paper  was  neces- 
sarily  under   modem   oiganisatitm  ai 
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difficult  ayetem  to  carry  out  in  practics. 
The  mover  of  this  Resolution  tallred 
-about  the  enormous  cost  neceas  a  rily 
involved  in  the  raising  nf  taxation  under 
a  new  system.  Has  he  compsred  the 
•ocst  of  raising  taxalaon  in  this  conntxy, 
-mth  the  cost  in  foreign  countries  ?  Is 
it  so  clear  that .  the  simpler  system  of 
this  country  carries  with  it  necessarily 
and  inevitably  that  cheapness  of  collec- 
tion bj  whioh  the  hon.  Member  set  so 
great  a  store  1  From  bis  point  of  view 
there  can  be  no  worse  system  of  taxation 
than  that  which  now  prevails  in  the 
United  States.  I  am  told  if  you  take 
the  whole  taxation  internal  and  ex- 
ternal of  that  country,  they  raise  their 
enormous  revenue  with  a  smaller  per- 
centage of  cost  to  the  taxpayer  than 
'we  do  here  in  this  country  under  our 
system.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
bon.  Gentlemin  is  aware  of  that.  If 
the  hon.  Member  was  aw.Te  of  that 
fact  he  might  have  taken  the  House  into 
his  confidence. 

Mb.  HOND:  I  did  state  that  the  total 
cost  of  the  Oastoms  collection  in  the 
United  States  was  1  per  cent,  on  the  total 
imports,  and  if  I  took  that  basis  the  cost 
of  collection  on  our  imports  would  be 
£5,500,000.  In  America  there  is  no 
income-tax  and  the  internal  revenue  is 
Absolutely  irreleTOnt. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  thing  is 
not  irrelevant  at  all.  I  belies  it  is  true 
tiiat  the  cost  of  collecting  the  Customs  in 
America  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the  cost  of 
collecting  the  Customs  in  England — ^not 
«  great  deal,  but  fractionally  in  excess. 
But  the  total  cost  of  collecting  is  less  than 
in  Great  Britain,  they  do  collect  their 
«normous  revenue  for  less  cost  than  we 
do.  I  believe  that  is  the  fact,  and  at 
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any  rate  nobody  contradicts  me.  I 
turn  to  otiier  matters.  One  wotild~ 
really  suppose  from  the  speeches  of 
the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Hotion, 
and  they  are  the  only  Gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  to  the  question  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  that  it  is  a  preposterous, 
antiquated,  and  absurd  metiiod  of  raising 
national  levenne  to  pat  a  small  tax  on  a 
\a,T^  number  of  artides.  Well,  there  are 
two  lai^e  communities  over  whose  policy 
this  countey  has  absolute  control,  India 
and  Kgypt,  and  both  India  and  Bgypt, 
as  far  as  I  know,  raise  their  revenue  by 
sm^  duties  upon  imports.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  talked  as  if  it  was  an  accepted 
axiom  of  every  sound  economist  that 
you  ought  to  pile  your  taxation  on  one 
or  two  articles,  neglectful  of  all  the 
collateral  effects  which  that  process  may 
have,  and  that  it  is  obviously  and  plainly 
on  the  face  of  it  sound  finance.  It  is 
not  sound  finance,  it  is  not  the  finance 
we  adopt  in  dealing  with  other  countries* 
it  is  not  the  system  which  any  other 
country  has  adopted.  It  is  not  the 
system  of  finuice  wluch  theorists  acc^t 
and  it  is  not  the  system  which  practical 
men  accept.  When  the  hon.  Gentieman 
talks  as  if  it  were  axiomatic,  there  is  a 
kind  of  insular  arrogance  about  that, 
which  is  the  more  extraordinary  when 
you  reflect  that  the  insular  Government 
whose  domestic  policy  he  recommends, 
when  they  have  to  deal  with  Egypt  uid 
India,  do  not  recommend  the  policy 
which  he  regards  as  clearly  the  only  one 
which  any  reasonable  man  would  for  a 
moment  think  of  adopting.  Therefore,  I 
think  we  may  dismiss  from  our  minds  the 
pessimistic  arguments  which  the  hon. 
Oentiemm  opposite  have  employed  when 
they  are  looking  forward  to  the  time,  I 
daresay  not  very  distant^  when  there 
will  be  a  great  6iM>i^GC)lto4«ns  of 


433  The  Fueal  {31  Mar 

tazatioB  In  this  covntzy.  But  there  wm 
one  aspect  of  the  question,  in  my  opinion 
«  moie  impoitant  aspect,  on  which  no- 
hodj  so  far  has  touched  at  all,  and  that 
is  the  source  from  which  you  are  going 
"to  get  your  revenue  in  the  future  if  the 
needs  of  this  country  increase.  I  am 
■astounded  when  hon.  Gentlemen  oppraite 
talk  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Sir  Robert 
Peel  and  their  predecessors  as  supporters 
«f  thur  view.  What  is  tiieir  view  I  It 
is  tbMt  the  only  scientific  system  of 
taxation  which  any  rational  man  would 
■adopt  is  the  system  of  direct  taxation — 
they  would  like  to  substitute  the  income- 
tax  for  indirect  taxes.  And  the  men  who 
recommend  that  policy  appeal  to  Mr. 
Olladstone  and  Sir  Bobert  Feel  as  their 
masters  in  finance.  They  must  know^ 
«Ten  those  who  have  taken  the  least 
trouble  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
bistory  of  this  topic,  that  the  income- 
tax  was  adopted  both  by  Sir  Bobert  Peel 
and  by  Mr.  Gladstone  as  a  temporary  expe- 
^ent  for  reconstituting  and  remodelling 
the  system  of  import  duties  in  the  coun- 
try. They  would  have  regarded  with 
horror  and  indignation  the  hon.  Members 
for  Cheshire,  Preston,  and  Gloucester.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Gloucester  gave  us  a 
most  amazing  version  of  Feel's  great 
Budget  of  1842.  I  have  almiys  under- 
atood  that  that  Budget  was  regarded  as 
lone  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  a  great 
financier.  That  is  not  the  view  of  the 
lion.  Member  for  Gloucester.  The  hon. 
Member  says  it  was  the  failure  of  that 
Budget  whidi  converted  Sir  Bobert  Feel 
and  Mr.  Gladstone  to  free  trade. 

Mb.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside) :  It  was  the  failure 
£ti  the  tariff  of  1812. 

Mb.  A.J.  BALFOUR:  My  point  is  that 
it_has  always  been  claimed  by  those  who, 
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from  the  point  of  view  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  have  surveyed  with  approving 
eyes  the  fiscal  policy  of  this  country  for 
the  past  hundred  years  that  the  Budgets 
of  1842  and  1843  were  great  Budgets. 
Now  we  are  told  it  was  the  failure  of  the 
Budgets  that  made  Feel  and  Gladstone 
free  traders.  But  that  is  by  way  of 
parenthesis.  The  ailment  with  which 
I  am  concerned  is  that  the  great  masters 
of  finance  in  this  country  have  never  held 
the  view  which  has  been  put  formrd 
to-night  in  all  its  nakedness  by  the  mover 
of  the  Amendment  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Preston  and,  I  think,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Gloucester.  They  would  like  to 
substitute  direct  taxation  for  indirect 
taxation  over  the  whole  area  of  national 
finance.  Who  contradicts  that?  The 
mover  of  the  R^s^latioi  aid  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  would  like  to  see 
direct  instead  of  indirect  taxation.  That 
they  say,  is  the  only  sound  and  scieutifio 
system  of  taxation.  I  say  that  that 
doctrine  would  have  horrified  Sir  Robert 
Peel  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  common  notoriety  that  not  only  did 
Mr.  Gladstone  object  to  the  income-tax 
being  made  a  permanent  part  of  the  fiscal 
system  of  the  country  but  he  appealed 
to  the  electorate  in  1875 — uosuccessfully 
iadeed — to  return  him  to  power  because 
the  one  positive  plank  of  coiutmctive 
policy  in  his  programme  was  the  abolition 
of  the  income-tax.  Now,  I  understand, 
the  Party  who  profeu  to  have  inherited 
Mr.  Gladstone's  system  of  finance  r^rd 
the  income-tax,  not  as  an  expedient  for 
putting  indirect  taxation  on  a  souud 
basis,  but  as  a  permanent  and  necessary 
pa^  of  the  finances  of  the  country ;  which, 
indeed,  I  am  afraid  we  must  regard  it  in 
view  of  the  present  state  of  national 
expenditure,  as  the  only  proper  means  by 
which  revenue  is  to  be  raised.  iThey 
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support  that  view  by  saying  thAt  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  make  the  taxpayer  feel  the 
full  weight  of  the  burden  he  is  imposing 
upon  him.  That  is  not  a  theory  which 
has  been  invited  to-night  for  the  first 
time.  I  have  always  thought  it  the 
most  absurd  financial  theory  ever  ad- 
vanced by  responsible  persons.  At  all 
events,  if  I  were  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, I  should  like  to  impose  taxation 
in  such  a  way  that  nobody  would  ever 
know  they  w«e  paying  any  at  all. 
If  I  were  fortunate  enough  to  attain  that 
consummation  I  believe  I  should  be  the 
most  popular  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  this  country  has  ever  produced. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  What  would  you 
tax  ?]  When  you  talk  of  the  burden  of 
ta^ntion  on  individuab  you  ought  to 
mean  what  the  individuals  suSer  in 
paying  taxation.  If  I  could  prevent 
individuals  feeling  it  at  all  I  should  feel 
that  I  had  taHan  away  the  whole  of  tiie 
burden,  because  it  is  what  we  feel  in  this 
matter,  and  any  other  doctrine  to  me 
seems  purely  speculative  and  devised 
for  tlie  purpose  of  compelling  unwilling 
colleagues  to  give  up  expenditure  which 
they  may  think  necessary  in  their  several 
departments.  Let  the  House  consider 
what  the  financial  position  of  the  country 
is,  so  far  as  we  can  guess  it  before  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Bxdieqner's  state- 
znmt.  We  have  got  Is.  on  the  income- 
tax,  a  very  heavy  duty  on  sugar,  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  pledged 
to  reduce,  enormous  taction  on  tobacco 
and  on  tea,  and  you  have  got  expenditure 
which  is  obviously  going  to  rise  and  rise 
enormously  in  the  next  few  years.  If 
yon  count  up  your  commitments  in 
regard  to  the  Army,  Navy,  and  various 
brandies  of  the  civil  service,  quite  ir- 
respective of  old-age  pensions,  a  financial 
Mr.  A,  J.  Baifour, 


prospect  is  before  you  which  might  make 
any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  un- 
comfortable. Ton  have  beyond  all  that 
pledged  yourselves  to  some  beginning 
of  old-age  pensions  whidi  is  a(bmtted]7 
only  a  beginning,  and  which,  therefore, 
is  going  to  carry  with  it  new  commitments 
of  great  extent  falling  not  on  this  Budget 
but  on  future  Budgets.  It  is  impossible 
to  meet  these  claims  out  of  existing 
sources  of  taxation  unless  you  raise  the 
taxes  either  upon  your  imports,  your 
income,  or  your  death  duties.  It  would 
be  perfect  madness  to  raise  the  taxes  oa 
any  of  those  things.  Tou  would  be 
seriously  crippling  industry ;  you  would 
be  inflicting  a  great  injury  on  every 
class  of  the  community,  and  I  believe 
you  will  be  driven  whether  you  like  it  or 
not  to  widen  the  basis  of  your  taxation. 
What  is  the  use  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
coming  down  to  the  House  and  getting 
his  friends  to  vote  in  a  great  majority- 
that  they  will  not  increase  the  burden 
of  taxation  when  it  is  perfectly  manifest 
to  everybody  that  you  will  either  increase 
your  income-tax  to  a  point  which  destroy 
it  as  an  instrument  to  meet  a  case  of 
public  emergency,  which^promotes  eva- 
sion, which  will  leave  a  feeling  of  hardship 
in  the  class  spedally  affected,  and  will 
have  all  the  ill  effects  of  which  every 
financier  to  whom  you  appeal  laid  th& 
greatest  stress  in  their  Budgets,  or 
increase  the  sugar  duty,  or  the  tea  duty» 
or  the  death  duties,  which  is  a  way  of 
diminishing  the  capital  assets  of  the 
country  Y  It  is  madness  to  look  to  these 
sources  for  any  considerable  increase 
in  your  revenue,  and  if  you  do  not  look 
to  those  sources,  the  only  sources  you 
can  look  to  are  that  increase  of  Customa 
duties  which  I  advocate  on  financial 
grounds,  and  financial  grounds  alone> 
but  which  I  %|^,ya@^c^teoiild 
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welcome,  and  doubly  welcome,  if  they 
offered  me,  or  any  Government  with 
which  I  am  connected,  a  chance  of 
inaking  tiioae  amngements  with  our 
Colonies  to  which  T  personally  look 
forward  as  a  great  source  of  strength  to 
the  Eminie.   Putting  that  consideration 
altogether  aside,  as  perhaps  we  ought 
to  put  it  aside  on  a  night  when  finance, 
and  finance  alone,  is  occupying  our 
attention — quite  apart  from  that,  such 
arrangements  will  most  unquestionably 
and  on  free  trade  grounds  increase  the 
Bianiifactuiing  powers  of  this  country, 
its  maricet  beyond  the  seas  outside  tiiese 
narrow  shores  to  a  degree  great  now, 
jeariy  intseasing,  uid  of  which  no  man 
can  see  the  end.        it  is  in  the  power 
of  hon.  Gmtlemen  opposite,  if  they 
retain  the  confidence  of  the  comitry,  to 
prevent  any  of  these  collateral  conse* 
qoences  of  broadening  the  basis  of  taxa- 
tion ;  but  I  believe  it  is  neither  in  their 
power  nor  in  the  power  of  any  Govem- 
ment  of  this  counl^,  in  view  of  the 
enormous  financial  responsibilities  we 
have  already  begun,  which  are  daily 
growing,  whatever  their  view  may  be  ol 
oar  relations  witii  the  Colonies,  to  adhere 
to  that  system,  fitted,  indeed,  and  well 
fitted  to  our  needs  two  or  three  genera* 
tions  ago,  at  a  time  when  we  considered 
the  income-tax  as  a  temporary  incident 
of  our  fiscal  system,  but  utt«>ly  unfitted 
(o  a  period  when  more  and  more  is  daily 
being  daimed  by  the  community  of  the 
Qovemmrat  at  its  head,  uid  when  more 
and  mom  is  duly  asked  from  this  House 
to  carry  on  those  great  social  reforms 
to  which  every  party  is  committed, 
wluch  every  party  deures   to  carry 
thnu^  but  which  nobody  with  tiie 
smallest  knowledge  of  the  practicabilities 
open  to  us  can  imagine  can  be  carried 
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through  on  the  financial  basis  on  which 
we  are  now  working. 

The  financial  SEGRETABY  to 
THE  TREABURY  (Hr.  Runcima^,  Dews- 
buiy ) :  I  do  not  complain  for  one  moment 
of  the  fact  t^t  I  have  only  six  minutes 
in  which  to  address  the  House  on  so  large 
a  subject,  for  it  is  seldom  that  we  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  main  a  speech  so  momentous, 
so  full  of  commitments,  as  we  have 
heard  to-night.  I  gather  that  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gtentleman  has  committed  himself 
to  a  general  tariS. 

Hr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  certainly 
have  committed  myself  to  a  very  wide 
increase  in  the  basis  of  taxation,  but 
that  is  all.  [BliMiaTBKEaL  cries  <^  **  ."] 

Mb.  RUNCIUAN:  The  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  then  has  committed  himself 
to  a  very  wide  increase  in  the  basis  of 
taxation.  That,  however,  is  another 
way  of  transposing  or  paraphrasing 
the  phrase  *'  a  general  tarif!."  He  has 
committed  himself  also  to  the  principle 
of  taxation  which  is  based  upon  cdonial 
preference.  I  think  I  might  add  that 
not  one  single  Member  of  the  Party 
opposite,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  views 
this  plunge  with  any  disappiorol,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
contradict  what  I  say.  [**  oh."] 
I  am  sore  no  one  knows  better  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  to 
what  he  has  committed  himself.  He 
has  committed  himself,  through  Colonial 
preference,  to  food  taxes ;  and  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  commits  himself 
to  Colonial  preference,  which  invtdves 
food  taxes,  and  when  he  J^ys  he  Irishes 
to  widen  the  ba^  bF'i&^i^^S'^ns 
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he  wishes  to  hare  taxes  on  more  articles 
of  food,  and  not  on  less.  I  notice  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  made  some  reference  to 
the  fact  that  he  had  in  times  past  watched 
with  anxiety  the  introduction  of  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge.  Well,  on  this 
question  he  watched  with  umilar  anxiety 
the  introduction  of  the  thin  end  of  the 
» wedge,  but  he  has  himself  now  gone  as 
far  as  any  front  bencher  whom  I  see 
opposite,  and  I  need  hardly  say  that 
we  on  this  side  of  the  House  view  that 
final  step  of  his  with  the  utmost  satis- 
facti<m.  We  know  now  exactly  where 
we  are.  [Cries  of  "Peckham."]  Well, 
I  tarn  in  the  few  moments  left  to  me 
to  one  or  two  considerations  dealing 
with  tiie  Ezohequet,  for  let  the  House 
remember  that  this  Motion  really  is 
an  Exchequer  Motion.  It  deals  with 
the  principles  of.  sound  finance.  In  the 
very  forefront  of  the  Resolution  is  the 
statement  that  any  departure  from 
our  free-trade  finance  would  be  un- 
sound.  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ever  intro- 
duces a  tariff,  if  he  ever  extends  the 
basis  of  taxation,  which  he  is  now  pledged 
to  do,  he  win  find,  first  of  all,  that  his  tariff 
becomes  unproductive,  secondly,  that 
it  becomes  costly  to  the  Exchequer, 
and,  thirdly,  that  it  becomes  immensely 
costly  to  the  consumer ;  and — what  is 
more  than  that— he  will  find  that  he  has 
tied  his  hands,  and  that  in  future  he  will 
not  be  free  to  frame  any  tariff  that  he 
thinks  fit.  If  we  only  had  a  tax  for  one 
year  it  would  immediately  create  a 
vested  interest.   If  we  had  it  for  five 


years  or  ten  years  you  would  find  thal^ 
the  whole  machinery  of  a  great  industry 
was  used  in  every  election  all  over  the 
country— in  every  ccmstitaency,  in  every 
town,  and  in  every  village — in  order  to 
bolster  up  that  particular  trade  or  in- 
dustry.  I  will  ask  the  House  to  com- 
pare what  has  happened  in  Bngland 
with  what  has  happened  in  Germany. 
During  the  last  two  years,  while  we  have 
been  in  power,  we  have  adhered  strictly 
to  free  trade.  ["Oh,  oh."]  Our  free- 
trade  finance  has  proved  sufficient  for 
all  the  needs  of  our  time,  and  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  how  are  we 
going  to  deal  with  the  future,  I  can 
assure  him  that  so  far  as  our  jwojects 
for  the  future  are  concerned,  we  will 
finance  them  without  any  departure 
from  free  trade.  In  Germany  during 
that  very  period  they  have  seen  their 
revenue  from  indirect  taxation  go  down, 
and  they  have  ended  in  the  last  year 
wit^  a  deficit  of  £6,000,000,  they  have 
absolutely  suspended  the  redemption  of 
debt,  and  they  have  had  to  foUor  t&e 
example  of  our  predecessors  in  office, 
and  to  pay  a  pretty  good  deal  of  current 
expenditure  out  of  loan  money.  If  we 
compare  that  with  the  experience  of  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  last  two 
years,  I  think  we  have  reason  to  say 
that  free-trade  finance  has  stood  the 
strain  which  has  been  placed  upon  it, 
and  that  we  have  no  reason  whatever 
for  departing  from  our  principles. 

Question  put. 

The    House    divided  ; — Ayes,  280 ; 
Noes,  91.    (Division  List  No.  62.) 
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Faber,  George  Denisoa  (York) 
Faber.  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants.  W. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell.  Arthur 

FetherstonhaBgh,  Godfrey 
Fletcher,  J.  8. 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock.  George  B. 
Hamilton.  Marqoess  of 
Hardy,  Laarenc«(Kent,ABhrrd 
Harris.  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helnisley,  Visooant 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt.  Rowland 
Kennaway.Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  H- 
Keswick,  William 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  B<mar  (Duhrich) 
Lee,Arthiir  H.(Hftiit«,Fareham 
Loiudale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe.  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hod.  iUfred 
HaoCaw,  William  J.  MacOe^h 
M*  Arthur,  Oiarles 
U*Calmont.  Colonel  James 


Mason,  Jamee  F.  (Windsor) 
Heysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Moore,  William 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Montz.  Sir  Philip  A. 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(F«tersS^> 
Nield,  Hwbert 
Parius,  Ebeneier 
PMse,Herbert  Pike(Darliiigtan 
Percy,  Earl 

Randies,  Sir  John  Scnrrah 
Bawlin8on,John  Frederick  Fteci 
Remnant,  James  Ffirnnhartiwi 
Roberts,  S.  (8heffield.EeeleMU> 
Ronald^iay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (UTerpooI) 
Salter,  Arthur  Caavell 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  iJlMt 
SheffieId.Sir  BerkeleyGeetgeDL 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Cauohester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell.  (Lanark) 
Walker.  Col.  W.H.(Unca9liire) 
Warde,  C0I.C.  E.{Kent,  Mid) 
Willoughbydebeel^.Liinl  * 
Winterton,  Eari 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Bian,  OecMge 

Tkllkbs  fob  Tn  Noma  Sir 
Alexander  Aeland-Kood  aad 
Mr.  Forster. 


Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
HooBe,  anj  attempt  to  broaden  the 
basis  of  taxation  by  placing  small  impoit 
duties  on  a  laige  number  of  articles  is 
opposed  to  all  principles  of  sound  finance, 
wasteful  and  uneconomical  as  regards 
ooUeotiwij  disturbing  and  haxxoful  to 
indastry  and  commerce,  woul*'  *i 


raise  the  price  of  all  the  taxef*  articles 
to  consumers,  and,  in  practice,  would 
lead  to  the  impoeitiw  of  lii^  tariib  of 
the  same  character  as  those  in  focee  in 
protected  countries. 


Adjon^f|dl  at ,  ^  Qwter,  jUUr 
Eleven  o'oloek.  ^ 


445  Betums, 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  \at  April,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


Honourable     Artillery     Company. — ■ 
Petitioa  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Com- 
,  pany,  under  their  Common  Seal*  praying 
^  for  leave  to  hnag  in  a  Bill  to  appoint 
I  special  trustees  in  regard  to  certain  land 
^  and  premises  of  the  Honourable  Artillery 
«  Company,  and  for  other  purposes,  to- 
gether  with  a  copy  of  the  proposed  Bill 
annexed  thereto ;  read,  and  referred  to 
g  the  Examiners. 

i  CardifE  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Argentine 
9  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  St. 
"g  Marylebone  Borough  Council  (Super- 
's annuation)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported,  with 
'**  Amendments. 

I 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Q  Board  Bill. — Read  2",  and  committed  : 
The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

£ 

I  Derby  Gas  BiU.— Bead  2*,  and  oom- 
1  mitted. 

^     Stockport  Corporation  Bill. — Read  2», 
and  committed  :   The  Committee  to  be 
^  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

^  Pontypridd  Water  Bill  [h.l.].— Read 
^  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons, 
c 

Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
«  Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and  Bromp- 
^  ton  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Metropolitan 
District  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Rochester 
Bridge  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Towcester,  and  Midland  Junction  Rail- 
way, Eve^m,  Bedditeh,  and  Stratford- 
opon-Avon  Junction  RaUway,  and  Eiast 
and  West  Junction  Railway  (Amalgama- 
tion) Bill  [h.l.];  Barry  Railway  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Stockport  Corporation  Bill. 
— Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lorda  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  fonn  th»  Select 
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Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  BiUs ;  (viz.) : — 

M.  Anglesey, 
E.  Haidwicke, 
L.  Dunboyne, 
L.  Seaton, 

L.  Newton  (CAotrman] ; 

agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly :  The  Committee  to  meet 
on  Tuesday,  12th  May  next,  at  Eleven 
o'clock  ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bristol 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Keighley  Cor- 
poration BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Wath-upon-Deame 
Urban  District  Clouncil  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Ravenathorpe  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys 
Gas  and  Water  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Leith  Burgh 
BUI  [h.l.]  ;  Ammanford  Urban  District 
CouncU  Water  BUI  [h.l.]  ;  LlaneUy  and 
Burry  Port  Water  Board  BiU  [h.l.]; 
Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Board  BUI — Report  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  That  the  foUowing  Lords  bo 
proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the 
Select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Bills,  viz. : — 

E.  Oamwath,  ^ 
E.  Verulam, 

E.  Liverpool,  ^ 
V.  HUl, 

L.  Ludlow  (CAotrmon) ; 

agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday,  the  12th  of  May  next,  at  Eleven 
o'clock  ;  and  aU  petitions  leferred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  BiUs  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  3965.  Venezuela  (Ciudad  BoUvar), 
No.  3986.  Rti^^,  ,y  GoOglc  . 
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'   POLICE  (SCOTLAND). 
Fiftieth  Annnal  Report  of  Hia  Hajeet/s 
Inspector  of  Conatabulary  for  Scotland, 
for  the  year  ended  Slat  December,  1907. 

CBOPTEBS  HOLDmOS  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS, 
1886-1887. 

Beport  by  the  Crofters  CommisBion. 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1907. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

r  JOURNAL  COHBOTTEE. 
Report  from,  that  ihe  One  hundred 
and  tl^y-ninth  Volume  of  the  Journals 
(7th  and  8th  Edward  VII.,  1907-1908). 
with  an  Index,  was  ready  for  delivery ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table ; 
and  the  said  Volume  ordered  to  be 
delivered  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
preceding  Volumes  of  the  Journal  hare 
been  delivered. 


NSW  BILL, 


COMPANIES  CONSOLIDATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 
>  A  Bill  to  consolidate  the  Companies 
Act,  1862,  and  the  Acts  amending  it- 
Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Granard 
[B.  Granard) ;  read  1%  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  44.) 


UOTABLE  DWELLINGS  BILL  [h.l.].  . 

[Second  Rbading]. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Readins  read. 

Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHDDLKIGH  = 
My  Lords,  this  Bill  deals  with  a  sub- 
ject to  deal  with  which  several 
attempts  have  been  made.  The  lead- 
ing principles  of  the  Bill  are  few,  and, 
at  first  si^t,  I  think,  almost  inoontro- 
vertible.  The  fint  of  those  principles  is 
that  it  is  inequitable  that  movable 
dwellings  should  be  entirely  outside  the 
sanitary,  social,  and  educational  laws 
which  govern  stationary  buildings  ;  and 
the  second  is  that,  as  far  as  possible,  each 
movable  dwelling  should  have  some  one 
authority  which  c^ould  be  responsible  for 
its  compliance  with  the  regulations. 
The  Bill  has  been  carefully  restricted  to 
dwelUngs   which  are  in  theii-  nature 


movable,  or  which  are,  in  point  of  fact, 
generally  in  the  habit  of  being  moved 
about.  A  building  which,  for  any 
lengthened  time,  is  in  one  particular 
spot  might  verj  safely  be  left  to  be  dealt 
with  by  t^e  sanitary  and  educational 
machinery  which  at  present  exists. 

I  will  touch  briefly  on  the  history  of 
this  l^^lation.  In  1877  an  Act  was 

passed  for  regulating  boats  that  ply  up 
and  down  the  canals,  and  it  is  upon  that 
measure  that  the  present  Bill  is  modelled. 
In  1885  there  was  a  Royal  Commisaon 
on  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes, 
and  that  Commisnoa  dealt  with  the 
subject  as  it  is  dealt  with  in  this  Bill. 
The  Commission  recommended  that — 

'*  The  local  anthorities  ihonld  be  givcu 
jnrisdiotion  over  dw«UingB  of  this  olus  by 
meoiu  Of  the  extenrion  of  their  power  1^ 
statute  to  alt  halntatioiu.  and  the  powers  gnren 
in  Section  23  of  the  PabUo  Health  Act  (drainage) 
should  be  extended  to  any  hat  or  tent  and  to 
any  cart  used  for  sleeping  whit^  renuuns  for  more 
than  two  nights  within  200  yards  of  the  same 
spot.  The  recommendations  of  your  Majesty's 
Commissioners  are  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
neighbirarhood  in  whieh  van  towns  are  situated 
as  well  H  in  the  Interests  of  the  aettleiB  tliNB- 
sBWes." 

An  Act  for  theHousirg  of  theWoridng 
Classes  was  passed  in  18%,  and,  amrag 
other  provisions,  'tiiere  is  one  very  ex- 
cellent provinon  from  the  sanitary  point 
of  view  from  which  great  good  was  ex- 
pected, but  which  we  have  every  reason 
to  suppose  has,  in  a  great  many  instances, 
been  singularly  inoperative,  for  reasons 
which  I  will  shortly  point  out.  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Actf  1886,  provides  that — 

*'  9.  (1)  A  tent,  van,  shed,  or  similar  stroe- 
tnre  used  for  human  habitation,  which  is  in 
such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance  or  injnrions 
to  health ;  (a)  or  which  is  so  overcrowded  as 
to  be  injoriooa  to  the  health  of  the  inmates 
whether  or  not  members  of  the  same  bmily, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  nuisance  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  ninety-one  of  the  PuUio- 
Healtii  Act,  I87G  f  and  the  provisions  of  that 
Aet  shall  apply  aeeordinsly ;  {b)  (2)  A  sanitary 
audiority  may  make  bye^ws  (e)  few  promating 
cleanliness  in,  and  the  habitable  ooaditi<»i 
tents.  Tans,  sheds,  and  similar  struotures  used 
for  human  habitation,  and  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  infections  disease  by  the  persons 
inhabiting  the  same,  $jad  gener^^.  for  the 
preTention  of  nnisaJicea  in  ooanection  with 
the  same  (d)." 

The  difficulty  that  arises  is  this,  that  vhen 
these  wanderors  infringe  the  bye<laTB  of 
a  local  KMihont^^  &B^^f^j^^a  is 
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called  to  the  fact,  thej  adopt  the  ample 
ezpedieiit  of  numng  into  tlw  area  of 
another  local  anthority  where  they  wait 
until  again  detected  in  their  malpracticeB. 
It  wotud,  therefore,  seem  to  be  necessary 
that  there  should  be  some  one  authority 
to  which  these  dwellings  shoidd  belong, 
an  authority  which  could  make  regula- 
tions for  them  and  enforce  those  r^ola- 
tionst  by  taking  away,  if  necessary,  the 
oertiflcate  in  right  of  which  they  move 
abont  the  country. 

A  Committee  of  the  Hon^  of  Commons 
sat  up<»i  a  Bill  introdnoed  in  another 
place  in  1887,  and  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  who 
was  appearing  for  the  Local  Ck)vemment 
BoardC  said — 

"  I  think  it  i»  very  likely  that  before  the 
Bammoiu  ma  Mrred  the  tui  vonld  be  oatnide 
the  jnrisdiation  of  the  justices." 

That  is  practically  what,  in  practice, 
is  found  generally  to  happen.  Another 
difficulty  which  has  arisen  is  that  it 
is  impossible  to  expect  a  van  dweller 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  multiplicity 
of  bye-laws.  Giving  evidence  before  the 
same  Ciommittee,  Sa  Hugh  Owen  said — 

**  It  would  be  onbeBraUe  tiwt  a  mui  who  oan 
peas  within  ten  nUnatM  ont  of  one  dutiiot  into 
another  ahoald  be  inbjeot  to  vaijring  proTuione 
of  Inlaws." 

The  Bni  of  1887  was  not  proceeded  with. 
With  regard  to  bye-laws,  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  rightly  objected 
to  sanction  varying  bye-laws  for  various 
districts.  Sir  Hugh  Owen  told  the 
Committee  in  1887  that  up  to  that  time 
the  only  bjre-laws  to  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  given  their 
assent  weze  those  of  Battusea,  and  I 
do  not  think  many  have  been  sanctioned 
since.  Middlesex,  however,  a  couple 
of  years  ago  obtained  a  provision  in  a 

Srivate  Act  which  enabled  them  to 
eal  with  movable  dwellings.  The  effect 
of  that  Clause  is  that  where  a  movable 
dwelUng  is  occnp^g  land  within  fifty 
yards  of  a  public  highway  or  dwelling, 
so  as  to  cause  injury  to  the  residents 
or  to  be  a  nuisance,  or  dangerous,  o: 
injurious  to  health,  the  local  authority 
may  complain,  and  the  council  may 
make  an  Order  ;  but  an  exception  was 
made  in  favour  of  vans  frequenting  fairs. 

I  now  come  to  the  Bill  before  your 
LDrdships,  Clause  1  has  for  its  object, 
first,  the  registration  of  all  movable 


dwellings,  and  this  rM[iBtration  is  com- 
mitted to  counties  and  county  boroug^. 
The  object  of  restricting  the  registration 
authorities  to  these  two  bodies  is  that 
they  are,  as  a  rule,  the  educational 
authorities  of  the  district.    They  are 
not  too  numerous,  and  therefore,,  we 
avoid  the  difficulty  which  I  mentioned 
a  moment  ago  of  a  great  multiplicity 
of  regulations.   They  also  cover  fairly 
large  areas.  Clause  2  provides  for  the 
making  of  r^ulations  for  the  registration 
of  movable  dwellings,  for  the  lettering, 
marking,  and  numberingof  such  dwellings, 
and  for  registering  the  number,  age,  and 
sex  of  the  persons  who  may  be  allowed 
to  use  a  movable  dwelling  as  a  place 
of  abode,  having  regard  to  cubic  space, 
ventilation,  provision  for  the  separation 
of  the  sexes,  and  general  healthiness 
and  convenieace  of  accommodation.  I 
might  remark  here  that  I  admit  there  is 
no  necessity  for  those  regulations  being 
so  stringent  in  their  nature  as  in  the 
case  of  permanent  dwellings  in  towns  ; 
for  instance,  regulations  with  regard  to 
cubic  space  which  are  eminently  suited 
to  looking  houses  may  be  somewhat  too 
stringent  when  applied  to  a  van  in  the 
open  air.   The  clause  also  enables  regu- 
lations to  be  made  for  promoting  cleanli- 
ness in  and  providing  for  the  habitable 
condition   of  movable   dwellings,  and 
for  preventing  nuisances,  fire,  and  the 
spread  of  infectious  disease.    Clause  3 
defines  the  re^stration  authority,  and 
Clause  4  deals  with  the  certificate  of 
registry.   Clause  5  is  somewhat  on  the 
lines  of  that  in  tiu  Middlesex  Act.  It 
provides  that — 

"  Where  it  appears  to  the  registration  author- 
ity that  the  encampment  of  ocoapierB  of  mov- 
able dwellii^  on  any  specified  place  or  places 
within  their  area  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
publio  health,  or  constitnte  a  noisance  to  the 
neighbourhood,  the  registration  authority  may 
by  Dye-law  fvohiUt  such  eneampment  on  such 
gpeoified  place  or  pUces  ;  and  any  person  acting 
in  contravention  of  any  bye-law  made  under 
this  section  shall  be  gnilty  of  an  offanoe  under 
this  Act." 

This  clause  goes,  perhaps,  a  little  further 
than  the  principles  I  have  enunciated, 
because  it  deab  not  only  with  vans 
halting  on  common  land  but  with  mov- 
able dwellings  on  private  land  or  on 
land  leased  or  hired ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  reasonable  on  the  analogy 
of  the  building  bye-laws  aQdj>tiier  ^nitary 
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provisions,  which  are  equally  applicable 
to  the  owners  of  private  and  public 
lands. 

{;  Clause  6  provides  for  the  making  of 
regulations  with  a  view  to  enforcing  the 
law  relating  to  school  attendance  in  the 
case  of  cMldren  resident  in  movable 
dwellings.  This  is  a  clause  on  which, 
I  think,  great  stress  ought  to  be  laid, 
for  I  am  informed  that  in  many  instances 
these  children  almost  entirely  evade  the 
Education  Acts.  It  is  not  so  much  that 
the  machinery  which  at  present  exists 
is  insufficient  to  deal  with  these  abuses, 
as  that  the  inhabitants  of  these  dwellings 
are  able  to  evade  supervision  altogether 
owing  to  the  control  of  movable  dwell- 
mgs  being  assigned  to  no  one  authority. 
Another  difficulty,  of  course,  is  that  the 
education  bye-lavre  differ  in  various 
districts,  and  there  is  also  a  very  strong 
objection  to  these  children  being  ad- 
mitted casually.  If,  however,  they  were 
under  some  one  authority  that  authority 
would  be  able  to  insist  on  these  people 
making  provision  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  and  if  they  failed  they 
would  be  able  to  enforce  their  authority 
by  withdrawing  the  certificate  upon 
which  depended  the  movability  of  the 
dwelling.  In  subsection  (2)  of  Clause  6 
there  is  a  provision  that  it  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  be  a  reasonable  excuse  that 
there  is  not  within  three  miles  of  the 
movable  dwelling  a  public  elementary 
school.  The  reason  for  that,  of  course, 
is  that  it  would  be  very  easy  for  the 
owner  of  a  movable  dwelling  to  halt  on 
some  distant  moor  far  from  any  school, 
and  so  entirely  evade  the  Act.  Clause  7 
applies  statutory  provisions  relating  to 
legal  proceedings  and  the  forgery  of 
certificates.    Clause  8  provides  that — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sanitary  authority 
haviag  juriBdiction  in  the  piace  where  a  mov- 
able Qweiiing  is  for  the  time  being  situate  to 
asBut  the  tegutratioa  authority  in  carrying  out 
the  objeotB  of  this  Act  by  giving  iniormatioD 
and  uthetwise." 

There  is  a  clause  in  the  Government's 
Caildren  Bill  which  appears  rather  to 
touch  upon  this  point — Clause  107 ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  directed  to  the 
sending  of  truant  children  to  industrial 
schools  and  rather  supposes  them  to  be 
tramping  about  with  people  with  no 
regular  occ  upation  and  no  reg  ular 
dwelling.  I  submit  that  this  falls  very 
Lord  Clifford  i^ChudUigK 


far  short  of  what  we  are  aiming  at — 
namely,  that  there  shall  be  one  autho- 
rity responsible  for  the  proper  education 
of  these  children.  If,  however,  the 
Government  think  that  these  educational 
clauses  had  better  be  left  imtil  we  come 
to  consider  the  Children  Bill,  I  should  not 
object.  The  definition  clause  leaves  out 
temporary  dwellings  such  as  dwellings 
for  hop-piekers  and  others,  because  they 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  bdng  moved  to 
any  very  great  distance,  and  can  be 
easily  dealt  with  by  the  local  authority 
in  whose  area  they  are  placed.  In  con- 
clusion, I  have  only  to  say  that  I  am  far 
from  not  having  sympathy  with  those 
who  live  an  open-air  life ;  but  I  confess 
I  can  see  no  reason  why,  in  matters  of 
education  and  sanitation,  they  should 
not  be  subject  to  the  same  social  regula- 
tion as  others. 


Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
2'."— (iord  CUfford  of  Chudleigh.) 


read 


Viscount  CROSS :  My  Lords,  I  think 
the  House  ought  to  be  greatly  indebted 
to  my  noble  &iend  for  bringing  forward 
this  Bill.  I  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
the  provisions  dealing  with  children  in 
canal  boats  in  the  year  1877,  and  I  had 
the  honour  of  serving  on  the  Royal  Com- 
mission in  1885  to  which  the  noble  1  ord 
alluded.  I  can  assure  your  Lordships 
that  there  is  a  real  grievance  which 
requires  a  remedy.  When  these  people 
infringe  the  bye-laws  of  a  local  authority 
and  are  attempted  to  be  dealt  with, 
they  move  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
authority  and  are  consequently  very 
difficult  to  get  at.  Without  committing 
myself  to  tixe  actual  wording  cf  the 
clauses,  some  of  which,  I  think,  will 
require  considerable  amendment,  I  hope 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  Bill  will  commend 
itself  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  His  Majesty's  Government.  The 
point  as  to  whether  the  education  clauses 
should  be  maintained  in  this  Bill  or 
inserted  in  the  Children  Bill  is  one  on 
which  I  care  nothing,  so  long  as  t^csd 
provisions  are  enacted.  I  know  tha 
there  is  a  real  evil  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  I  trust  that  the  Bill  wiU  be  read 
a  second  time. 


Lord  FARRER  : 
to  support  the  BiU'.''^ 


kHo  uv« 
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in  the  County  of  Surrej,  where  this 
grievance  is  assuming  proportions  o£ 
enormous  magnitude.  I  can  remember 
the  commons  of  Surrey  being  entirely  tcfee 
from  vans  and  gipsies.  One-tenth  of 
that  county  is  ccmimon  land,  and  it  is  of 
enormous  importance  to  keep  the  longs 
of  London  free.  Whereas  it  was  formerly 
poB&ible  to  enjoy  those  commons,  they 
are  now  infested  with  tramps  and 
gipsies  of  very  description.  The  Census 
of  1901  showed  that  there  were  634 
peisODB  sleeping  in  these  vans  on  the 
night  of  the  Census,  and  there  were  a 
very  luge  number  of  tramps  and  no- 
mads. These  people  pay  no  rates,  no 
education  is  provided  for  their  children, 
and  the  honest  cottager  who  lives  on  the 
land  detests  these  people  in  a  way  that 
would  probably  surprise  your  Lordships. 

We  all  have  some  sympathy  for  the 
picker-up  of  unconsidered  trifles,  but  the 
old-fashioned  gipsies  are  rapidly  dying 
out,  and  the  commons  of  Surrey  are  now 
infested  with  tramps  and  nomads  to  such 
an  extent  that  a  real  and  serious  evil 
ezista.  One  day  last  summer  I  found, 
on  a  marsh  close  to  where  I  live,  sixteen 
vans,  with  thirty-two  children  of  school 
age  who  were  attending  no  school  at  all 
and  were  being  brought  up  in  a  most 
miserable  condition.  Two  Sundays  ago 
I  was  walking  on  the  downs  between 
Dorking  and  Guildford,  and  found  twelve 
families  camping  there  with  about  seven- 
teen barefooted  children  in  an  almost 
savage  condition.  Last  year  alone  there 
were  three  confinements  in  vans  on 
Leith  Hill  Common,  and  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Dorldng  Board  of  Guar- 
dians attention  was  called  to  the  terrible 
conditions  under  which  medical  men  had 
to  attend  these  cases.  No  satisfactory 
or  decent  pzeparalion  was  made,  and  it 
was  declared  that  the  only  satisfactory 
■oliition  of  the  question  lay  in  fresh 
Illation.  Under  the  law  as  it  stands 
ttoitary  authorities  are  quite  powerless 
to  deal  witii  the  evil. 

The  education  authorities  are  also 
powerless  to  deal  with  these  children.  I 
*»8  informed  by  a  county  councillor  that 
Uie  reason  for  a  great  number  of  gipsies 
infesting  a  particular  common  was  that 
the  schools  in  the  neighbourhood  were 
^te  full,  and  t^ey  knew  l^ey  could  not 
io  those  ciicumatuices  be  compelled  to 


send  their  children.  An  attempt  was 
made  in  another  case  at  Reigate  to  get 
the  poUce  to  interfrae,  but  the  chief  con* 
stable  replied — 

"  I  beg  to  aoknowledge  your  letter  relative 

to  the  existenoe  of  contagious  skin  disease 
which  you  consider  was  probably  introduced 
by  the  gipsies  in  the  neighbourhood.  This 
appears  to  be  a  matter  to  which  the  sanitary 
authorities  should  give  attention.  Only  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor  can  remove  gipsies  from 
waste  land.  I  cannot  instruct  the  police 
to  remove  them.    I  am  sorry  I  cannot  help  yon. 

We  are>  therefore,  powerless  to  deal 
with  this  matter  under  the  present  law, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  the  Bill  now  before 
your  Lordships  will  be  accepted.  I 
might  add  that  we  have  managed  to  get 
rid  of  some  of  these  people  tlm)ugh  the 
great  powers  which  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy possess.  They  have  power, 
under  their  Act,  to  deal  with  ul  tiie 
watersheds  of  the  Thames'  and  it  is 
extremely  important  that  the  water 
supply  of  London  should  be  kept  pure 
and  clean.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  BeacUng.  |^ 

Earl  RUSSELL :  My  Lords,  I  have 
been  rather  surprised  at  the  approval 
with  which  this  Bill  has  been  received. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  too  much  registra- 
tion and  too  much  lettering  and  number- 
ing in  the  Bill,  and  I  thin^  Ihe  reasons 
which  have  just  been  given  apply  not  so 
much  to  this  particular  Bill  as  to  some 
method  for  abolishing  these  vans  and 
gipsies  altogether,  because  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Bill  which  would  prevent  the 
greater  part  of  the  evils  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  sat  down. 
As  long  as  vans  and  tents  are  registered, 
they  will  be  still  permitted.  Of  course, 
I  recognise  that  there  is  a  good  deal  to 
be  said  for  the  children  obtaining  the 
necessary  education,  although,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  any 
great  harm  would  be  done  to  them  if  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  youth  were 
spent  on  open  commons  instead  of  in 
public  elementary  schools.  If  your  Lord- 
ships will  look  at  Clause  14  you  will  see 
that  the  definition  of  the  expression 
"  movable  dwelling "  includes  more 
than  insanitary  and  overcrowded  gipsy 
vans.    It  includes— 

"  Tents  and  other 
moTMl  from  place  to 
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So  that  boating  parties,  on  the  Thames 
who  took  with  them,  tents  which  they 
could  erect  on  places  where  camping 
was  allowed  would  be  required  to  have 
their  tents  registered  and  numbered, 
and  would  have  to  receive  a  certificate 
as  to  the  number,  age,  and  sex  of  the 
persons   who  could   use  them.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  carrying  interference 
with  people  camping  out  in  the  summer 
fartlier  than  is  necessary.   It  was,  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  stiU  is  a  habit  for  people 
sometimes  to  spend  a  portion  of  the 
summer  in  caravans  and  dwellings  which 
are  pulled  about  by  horses — people  who 
keep  the  interior  of  those  dwellings  in  a 
very  habitable  condition.   It  is  true  that 
it  will  not  be  any  very  great  nuisance 
to  them  to  olfflerve  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  but  it  seems  to  me  an  unnecessary 
interference  with  persons  who  are  doing 
no  harm.   Indeed,  the  efiect  of  this  Bill 
will  be  to  create  a  large  number  of  offences 
out  of  acts  which  are  at  present  perfectly 
innocent.   Persons  who  combined  to- 
gether to  enjoy  a  trip  through  the  country 
in  a  caravan  or  went  up  the  river  in  order 
to  camp  out  on  the  banks  would  appar- 
ently come  within  the  scope  of  the  pro- 
visions, and  in  my  view  this  would  be 
carrying  registration  further  than  is 
necessary.   The  Bill  will  need  amend- 
ment in  Committee  so  as  not  to  cause 
unnecessary  inconvenience.    It  would, 
I  think,  be  very  simple  to  give  some 
control'  over  hoth  the  education  of  the 
children  and  the  sanitary  provisions  of 
the  dwellings  without  requiring  all  these 
elaborate  precautions  as  to  registxation 
and  cetificates.   I  do  not  know  how  tiie 
certificate  is  intended  to  work  as  to  the 
number,  age,  and  sex  of  the  persons 
using  the  dwelUng.    Suppose  four  under- 
graduates go  for  a  trip  in  a  caravan. 
Would  the  licence  in  that  case  be  for  four 
map.  ?    If  a  man  took  his  wife  for  a  trip 
would  he  have  to  get  a  different  licence, 
and  another  later  on  if  he  took  his  siater 
with  him  ?   I  submit  that  the  Bill 
interferes  far  more  than  is  necessary  to 
secure  the  purpose  of  the  promoters.  But 
the  root  objection  appears  to  be  to  the 
class  of  nomads  as  nomads.   That  is  a 
natural  objection  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  not  nomads.    But  this  Bill  does 
nothing  to  do  away  with  them ;  it  will 
only  harass  them,  and  it  will  harass 
them  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  needed 

Earl  Russell 
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for  attaining  tha  objects  which  are  stated 
to  be  those  for  which  the  Bill  is  promoted. 

'*LoED  ALLENDALE :  My  Lords,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  general  objects 
aimed  at  in  the  Bill  evoke  the  sympathy 
of  your  Lordships,  but  I  am  doubtful 
whether  the  provisions  are  altogetiier 
workable  and  wW  secure  the  desired 
object.  The  Local  Government  Board, 
however,  have  no  wish  to  oppose  the  Bill 
at  this  stage.  A  Bill  with  a  similar 
object  was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1889,  bat  a  greal  deal  of 
opposition  was  aroused  on  the  part  of 
showmen  and  others  of  the  van-dwelling 
fraternity,  and  the  Bill  did  not  make 
progress.  Movable  dwellings  have  also 
been  the  subject  of  legislation.  Section 
9  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1885,  applies  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  with  respect  to 
nuisances  to  tents,  vans,  and  similar 
structures  used  for  human  habitation, 
that  are  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health.  XJrlnn  and  rural 
district  councils  have  already  powers 
to  make  bye-laws  for  promoting  cleanli- 
ness in,  and  the  habitable  condition  of, 
such  structures,  and  for  preventing 
nuisances  and  tilie  spread  of  infectious 
disease  in  connection  with  them ;  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  from 
time  to  time  framed  a  series  of  model 
clauses  for  the  use  of  councils  who  wish 
to  make  such  bye-Uws.  Then  there  is 
the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act  of  1889,  which  applies  to  van  and 
tent  dwellers  in  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 

This  Bill  seems  to  be  the  result  of 
views  held  in  some  quarters,  and 
notably,  I  believe,  by  the  County  Councils 
Association,  who  passed  a  Resolu- 
tion last  year  in  favour  of  legislation 
on  the  subject,  existing  provisions 
being  insufficient.  In  regwrd  to  regula- 
tions, this  Bill  appears  to  follow  the 
lines  of  the  Canal  Boat  Act.  Canal 
boats  are  a  special  type  of  dwelling,  and, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  are 
restricted  to  the  waterways  of  the 
country.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that 
they  can  be  much  more  easily  registered 
and  controlled  than  movable  dwellings 
such  as  have  been  described  to  your 
Lordships  tf^^m^y^^^^  'o^^o^ 
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that  a  system  of  legistration  applicable 
to  canal  boats  is  necessarily  applicable 
to  Tans,  and  much  less  so  to  tents.  If 
we  only  had  vans  to  deal  with,  tbey 
might,  perhaps,  be  made  capible  of 
r^istration  and  snperrision ;  gipsies 
bot  only  use  vaub  but  cleverly-con- 
atructed  tents,  which  are  suitable  for 
their  purpose,  but  which  it  would  be 
almost  ioipoasible  to  register ;  and  if  it 
were  made  illegal  to  occupy  these,  large 
numbers  of  gipsies  and  other  persons 
connected  wi^  travelling  shows,  would 
have  to  cease  their  present  form  of 
existence.  Perhaps  some  of  youi  Lord- 
ships— and  I  think  we  had  an  indication 
of  that  in  the  speech  of  Lord  Farrra — 
would  not  regret  that,  but  it  has  not  been 
part  of  the  general  public  policy  of  the 
country  hitherto,  and  if  this  policy  were 
to  be  adopted,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
iksA  it  fdiould  be  done  by  a  moie  direct 
enactment. 

Aa  I  have  said,  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  with  regard  to  registration  are  not 
quite  appropriate  to  structures  such 
as  have  been  referred  to,  and  when  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee  it  will  need 
a  good  deal  of  unoidment  in  that  respect. 
The  definition  clause,  to  which  reference 
has  been  made,  will  also  require  amend- 
ment. The  Local  Government  Board 
consider  that  the  scope  of  the  regulations 
which  the  Board  would  be  called  upon 
to  make  under  Clause  2  is  much  wider 
than  is  desirable.  As  drafted,  the  Bill 
would  appear  to  include  tents  used 
by  people  who  prefer  to  camp  out 
in  the  -  summer  by  the  river  and 
elsewhere,  whom  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  register.  As  to  general 
sanitary  control,  Section  9  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1885, 
authorises  urban  and  rural  district  councils 
to  make  bye-lams  as  to  cleanliness,  the 
habitable  condition  o!  the  dweUinga, 
and  the  prevention  of  nuisances  gener- 
ally ;  and  bye-laws  made  by  179  authori- 
ties have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  Board  consider 
that  some  of  the  matters  comprised  in 
Clause  2  would  be  very  difficult  to  deal 
with — such,  for  instance,  as  the  separation 
of  the  sexes  and  the  prevention  of  fire. 
The  Local  Government  Board  are  disposed 
to  think  that  Section  9  of  the  Act  of  1885 
goes  as  far  as  is  reasonably  practicable 


in  controlling  movable  dwellings,  and 
that  if  general  regulations  as  distinguished 
from  local  bye-Uws  are  needed,  it  would 
be  better  to  make  general  regulations 
under  that  section  than  to  proceed  aa 
proposed  by  CUiuse  4  of  this  Bill. 

Clauses  6  and  7  have  reference  to  the 
question  of  education,  which  would 
be  more  properly  dealt  with  by  my 
noble  friend  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council ;  but  I  may,  perhaps,  observe 
that  this  matter  will  no  doubt  receive 
consideration  in  coimection  with  the 
Children  Bill  which  is  being  discussed 
in  another  place  to*day.  As  to  Clause  8, 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  sanitary 
authority  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  objection ;  but  Clause  9, 
authorising  county  and  borough  councils 
to  make  bjre-laws  to  prohibit  encamp- 
ments in  specified  places,  will  certainly 
require  amendment.  8o  also  will  Clauses 
10  and  U,  especially  if  the  earlier  clauses 
to  wUch  I  have  alluded  are  amended. 
While  in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  (jovem- 
ment  Board  t^e  Bill  goes  rather  further 
than  seems  desirable,  the  Government 
nevertheless  are  not  prepared  to  offer 
any  objections  to  the  Second  Beading, 
but  hope  a  xoaaonable  time  will  be 
allowed  to  elapse  before  the  Committoe 
stage,  when  the  Government  will  them- 
selves propose  Amendments. 

Lord  BELPER  :  My  Lords,  I  am  very 
^ad  to  hear  that  the  noble  Lord  who 
represents  the  Local  Government  Board, 
although  somewhat  oritioal  in  his  speech 
as  legends  the  details  cd '  the  Bill/  will 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  Second  Read- 
ing. I  should  not  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  make  any  remarks  after  the  full 
account  which  was  given  of  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Bill  by  my  noble  frwnd 
Lord  Clifiord  in  moving  the  Second 
Reading ;  but  I  should  1^  to  mention 
that  the  Bill  has  been  promoted  by  the 
County  Councils  Association  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  serious  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made,  not  only 
by  the  county  to  whioh  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Farrer  referred,  the  county  of 
Surrey,  in  which  there  are  a  very  lai^e 
number  of  these  movable  dwellings,  but 
by  a  large  number  of  oth^^ounties  in 
England.   The  ndhh  Wt^^SiSi.e 
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OD  behalf  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
referred  us  to  a  great  many  clauses  which 
are  supposed  to  be  of  some  value  in 
regulatiDg  movable  dwellings.    But  as 
a  matter  of  fact  the  difficulty  is  that  the 
moment  a  sanitary  authority  or  any 
authority  steps  in  and  tries  to  exercise 
jurisdiction,  the  people  immediately  move 
their  vans  or  tents  to  a  neighbourhood 
where  the  authorities  are  not  so  active. 
We  want  to  prevent  these  scandals  in 
some  way.   I  do  not  know  what  the 
Local  Govenunent  Board  intend  to 
propose ;  but  unless  there  is,  I  will  not 
say  some  form  of  registration  as  that 
seems  to  be  objected  to,  but,  at  all  events, 
Bome  means  whereby  you  can  lay  your 
hand  on  these  people  and  prevent  them 
evading  the  law,  no  legislation  will  be 
effective.   Without  that  the  proviuons 
of  this  Act,  if  it  passes  into  law,  will  be 
just  as  useless  as  the  provisions  referred 
to  by  Lord  Allendale.    In  the  county  of 
Surrey  alone  there  is  a  very  large  popula- 
tion living   in   movable  dwellings — I 
think  between  1,500  and  2,000;  and 
of  the  340  children  only  forty  are  attend- 
ing school.    That  is  a  serious  state  of 
things,  and  one  to  which  I  think  we  have 
a  right  to  ask  the  GoYemment  to  assist 
us  in  putting  a  stop.   I  have  not  the 
leist  objection  to  the  criticisms  which 
have  been  made,  because  they  were  all 
criticisms  of  the  drafting.    As  long  as 
the  principle  is  admitted  we  shall  be 
only  too  glad  to  meet  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  details.   As  to  the 
penalties  in  the  Bill,  let  me  say  that  if  you 
are  going  to  enforce  the  law  you  must 
have  penalties.    It  is  necessary  on  moral, 
educational,  and  sanitary  grounds  to 
get  control  over  these  people  in  some 
way,  and  I  hope  that  when  we  get  into 
Committee  a  serious  attempt  will  be 
made  to  enable  those  councils  who  wish 
to  deal  with  ^ese  people  to  enforce 
education  on  the  children  and  to  regulate 
the  sanitary  arrangements. 

"  *The  LORD  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  My  Lords,  X  am  glad  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  spoken  on 
behalf  of  the  county  councils  should 
have  given  a  little  further  stimulus  to 
attention  being  devoted  to  this  matter 
than  would  have  been  afforded  by  the 
rather  luke-warm  support  extended  to 
the  Bil!  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's 

Lord  Belter, 


Government.  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  requires  very 
urgent  attention,  not  merely  on  sanitary, 
but  on  moral  and  educational  ground. 
It  was  my  duty,  all  the  time  I  was 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  to  deal  with  this 
subject  in  connection  with  the  migratory 
folk  living  in  the  New  Forest  and  the 
similar  nonaads  who  frequent  the  commons 
in  the  county  of  Surrey.  The.  problem 
is  an  exceedingly  bafiBing  and  difficidt 
one,  and  for  that  reason  it  is 
apt  to  be  left  to  solve  itself.  The  evil 
is  increasing;  there  are  more  dwellers 
of  a  vagrant  type  living  as  permanent 
campers-out  than  was  the  case  some  years 
ago.  That  is  the  case,  not  mainly  in  the 
sparsely  populated  parts,  but  in  the 
regions  where  the  or^nary  population  is 
mcreasii^.  The  explanation  I  suggest 
is  that  some  of  these  movable  dwellers 
are  not  entirely  free  from  a  pre- 
datory inclination,  and  they  are  happier 
where  there  are  houses  and  people  than 
where  they  are  far  removed  from  human 
habitation.  I  am  particularly  appre- 
hensive lest  the  question  of  the  children 
should  be  found  to  suffer  by  falling 
between  two  stools.  This  question  lies 
on  the  margin  both  of  the  Children  Bill 
Eow  before  the  other  House  and  of  the 
Bill  now  brought  before  your  Lordships ; 
and  those  charged  with  the  one  Bill 
may  be  apt  in  each  case  to  throw  off  the 
responsibility  on  those  charged  with  the 
other.  I  hope  the  question  is  not  going 
to  be  treated  as  of  comparatively  small 
importance.  It  is  one  which  eminently  de- 
serves the  kind  of  consideration  which  this 
Bill  endeavours  to  give  to  it.  Some  of 
the  clauses  appear  to  me  to  te  better  calcu- 
lated to  do  their  work  than  the  critics 
suppose,  and  I  hope  the  matter  will 
continue  to  rec^ve  the  attention  of 
your  Lordships. 

*Ths  lord  PRESIDENT  ov  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crkwk)  :  My 
Lords,  the  most  rev.  Primate  and  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  both  seemed  to 
think  that  my  noble  friend  who  answered 
for  the  Government  had  thrown  a  certain 
degree  of  cold  water  on  the  Bill ;  but 
so  far  as  he  did,  they,  I  think,  supplied 
good  reasons,  for  they  both  admitted 
the  really  exceptional  difficulty  of  the 
subject ;  and  w^ej^,gy%^@0el^te 
is  a  very  difficult  one,  it  is  Necessary 
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for  those  in  charge  of  the  Government 
Department  which  vi  ill  have  to  administer 
any  measure  which  may  be  passed  to 
point  out  the  difficulties  which  beset 
its  administration  if  it  becomes  law. 
The  real  difficulty  of  the  subject  is — I 
think  it  has  appeared  from  the  speeches 
made  in  the  course  of  the  debate — 
that-  there  is  a  considerable  number 
of  people  who  would  like  practically  to 
prohibit  the  existence  of  this  nomadic 
population  altogether.  We  often  pass 
these  people  on  the  roads,  and  we  took 
at  them  with  interest,  not  alwajre,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  without  a  certain  degree  of 
enyy ;  and  when  the  conditions  under 
which  they  live,  as  regards  sanitation 
and  other  matters,  are  spoken  of,  I  think 
it  is  only  fair  to  compare  them,  not  with 
people  who  live  in  comfortable  houses 
under  good  sanitary  conditions,  but 
with  those  who  live  in  the  slums  of  the 
towns — people  of  the  same  class  and 
who  lead  the  kind  of  existence  which 
these  people  would  have  to  lead  if  they 
were  confined  to  urban  areas.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  need  say  anything  more  on 
the  general  question. 

As  regards  the  education  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  there  are  one  or  two  words  I 
should  like  to  say  in  order  to  point  out 
the  very  great  difficulty  wluch  surrounds 
the  subject.  As  matters  now  stand, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  children  of 
canal  boatmen,  whose  position  is  a 
different  one  from  that  of  these  nomadic 
children,  for  canal  boats  go  on  regular 
journeys,  whereas  these  people  wander 
about  &om  county  to  county — except 
in  the  case  of  the  children  of  canal  boat- 
men there  are  no  special  regulations 
which  enable  school  attendance  to  be 
specially  enforced.  By  the  Education 
Acts  as  they  stand,  if  a  child  is  foimd 
habitually  wandering,  a  school  attendance 
order  can  be  made  in  his  case,  and  no 
reasonable  excuse,  as  it  is  called,  can  be 
produced  in  such  a  case ;  but  it  is  very 
doubtful  if  that  provision  was  ever 
intended  to  apply  to  people  who  live  in 
movable  dwellings.  It  was  rather  in- 
tended to  apply  to  children  who  wander 
about  with  tramps.  In  any  case,  how- 
ever, the  practical  difficulty  is  that  the 
attendance  order  can  only  be  made 
in  respect  of  a  particular  school,  and  it  is 
perfectly  obvious  t^t  if  a  child  is  going 
to  be  made  to  attend  a  particular  school 
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the  dwelling  then  ceases  to  be  a  movable 
one  and  the  whole  position  is  changed. 
Therefore,  the  fact  has  been  that  it  is  not 
the  law  which  is  in  fault ;  but  it  is  prac- 
tically impossible  to  enforce  the  law 
so  long  as  children  are  allowed  to  travel 
about  in  these  dwellings.  If  you  are 
prepared  to  go  so  far  as  to  prohibit 
children  of  school  age  travelling  in  this 
way,  you  may  solve  the  question  after  a 
fashion ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
public  opinion  would  support  a  proposal 
of  that  kind.  That  is  one  of  the  points 
which  no  doubt  can  be  carefully  con- 
sidered when  the  Bill  is  being  examined 
more  closely  in  Committee. 

Clause  6  of  the  Bill  provides  that  the 
Board  of  Education  shall  make  re- 
lations with  a  -new  to  enforcing  the  law 
relating  to  school  attendance  in  the  case 
of  children  resident  in  movable  dwellings, 
and  they  have  to  designate  the  local 
authority  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  enforce 
the  regulations  of  the  Board.  They 
might  thus  provide  for  the  giving  of 
certificates  of  due  attendance  in  the  case 
of  children  who  were  unable  to  ettend 
regularly  at  any  one  public  elementary 
school.  This  sort  of  school  attendance, 
however — one  day  at  one  school  and 
another  day  at  another  school — is  one 
which  arouses  the  utmost  indignation 
in  the  minds  of  school  managers  and 
school  teachers,  and  if  you  are  really  going 
to  enforce  it,  I  am  afraid  you  mil  find 
yourselves  in  a  practical  difficulty.  The 
clause  says  that  the  Board  of  Education  is 
to  designate  the  local  authority  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  enforce  the  regulations  of 
the  Board.  That  means,  I  suppose,  the 
local  education  authority,  because  clearly 
the  Board  of  Education  can  only  deal 
with  educational  authorities.  But  how 
is  the  local  education  authority  going 
to  enforce  the  regulations  when  tlw 
parents,  being  ex  hypoihesi  in  movable 
dwellings,  have  left  that  area  %  That 
is  a  difficulty  which  I  do  not  see  the 
Bill  will  meet.  There  are  various  other 
minor  criticisms  which  I  might  make  with 
regard  to  thrae  education  clauses,  but 
they  are  more  suitable  for  consideration 
in  Committee. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  the  case  that 
to  a  certain  extent  my  hon.  friend  Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel,^  ij^^  i^P'^^C?^^ 
trying  to  deal  wii^^lhi^  mattez^n  the 


{1  April  1908} 


463  Movahle  {LORDS}  Dwellings  BiU.  464 


Ghildreu.  BiU.  I  think  it  is  worthy  of 
consideration  whether  the  whole  discuB- 
siou  on  the  question  should  not  be  post- 
poned until  the  Children  BUI  comes  up,  or, 
if  l^e  noble  Lord  prefers  it^  whether  l^ese 
puticular  danses  shouhl  not  be  omitted 
tor  the  lime,  leaving  the  whole  question 
to  be  discussed  on  the  Children  Bill. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  Government  are  trying 
to  deal  with  the  matter  in  that  measure, 
I  am  not,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated, 
very  hopeful  that  a  solution  will  be 
arrived  at,  bo  far  as  tixe  educational  part 
of  the  matter  is  concerned.  But  we 
shall  do  our  best.  We  feel  that  the 
wrong  done  to  the  children  from  an 
eoucational  point  of  view  is  m  many 
cases  a  considerable  one.  I  rather 
sympathise  with  what  Lord  Russell  said 
as  to  the  preferable  condition  of  children 
living  a  great  part  of  their  time  in  the 
open  air  to  tiiat  of  some  childzen  who  lead 
more  regular  lives ;  but  we  fed  that 
the  educational  question  is  one  which  we 
ought  to  try  to  meet.  We  are,  however, 
impressed  by  the  extreme  difficulty  of  it, 
and  I  cannot,  person^^,  confess  to 
being  very  confiduit  that  it  is  capable  of 
a  satisfactory  solution. 

Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLBIGH  : 
My  Lords,  I  quite  agree  wiUi  the  noble 
Earl  the  Lord  Fresid^t  that  if  you  allow 
these  children  to  wander  about  they  must 
attend  school  spasmodically,  and  that  to 
that  the  school  managers  and  teachers 
have  a  strong  objection  as  the  instruction 
is  necessarily  of  an  inferior  kind.  But 
if  you  inust  upon  thdr  attending  school 
regulariy  they  cannot  wander  about.  To 
that  restriction,  however,  the  noble  Earl 
thinks  public  opinion  would  not  agree. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  only  alternative 
is  to  let  them  wander  and  not  attend 
school,  and  why  this  should  be  permitted 
to  persons  living  in  movable  dwellings 
when  everyone  else  is  obliged  to  send  his 
children  to  school  I  cannot  conceive.  I 
imagine  that  the  education  authority 
would,  under  the  rules,  be  empowered  to 
require  from  these  people  some  return  as 
to  where  their  children  were  being  edu- 
cated, and  to  oblige  them  to  give  a 
notification  when  they  were  leaving  the 
area  of  that  authority  as  to  the  authority 
into  whose  area  they  were  moving.  The 
local  education  authority  would  then 
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communicate  with  the  authority  into 
whose  area  they  were  moving  so  that  the 
regulations  with  regard  to  the  children 
could  be  enforced.  The  only  outcome  of 
it  would  be  that  these  peo^  would  be 
obliged  to  make  some  provudon  for  Uie 
education  of  their  children  while  they 
were  wandering  about  the  country.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  alternative  fore- 
shadowed, that  these  children  should  be 
allowed  to  wander  about  without  any 
education  at  all,  is  an  admissible  one. 
On  many  of  the  points  on  which  the 
dauaes  luve  been  criticised  I  hold  no  very 
great  objection  to  emendations.  I  shall 
be  most  willing  to  accept  anything  which 
will  make  the  Bill  a  more  workable 
measure,  and  I  will  certainly  consult  the 
noble  Lord  who  represents  the  Local 
Government  Board  before  I  take  any 
further  steps  with  regard  to  the  Bill. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lordfl,  I  should  lilra  to  say  a  word 
with  regard  to  the  attendance  of  these 
children  at  school.  Nobody  can  contend 
that  they  are  wandering.  The  parents 
may  be,  but  the  children  are  under  the 
control  of  their  parents  and  do  not  come 
within  the  same  category  as  children 
found  wandering.  I  had  many  years 
experience  of  the  entire  failure  to  ^ve 
effect  to  the  Act  rebting  to  canal  boat 
children.  It  is  no  use  having  a  boat  or 
a  van  registered  in  a  place  as  long  as  you 
allow  the  children  to  travel  about  with 
their  parents.  In  those  circumstances 
the  ordinary  regulations  for  enforcing 
attendance  are  useless,  and  I  do  not  think 
any  ingenuity  wUl  enable  you  to  make 
them  effective.  The  canal  boats  had  to 
be  registered  at  their  ports  of  departure, 
and  in  London  they  were  mostly  registered 
at  Paddington  ;  but  we  were  unable  to  do 
anything  in  practice  to  carry  out  the  Act 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  enforcing 
it.  You  could,  of  course,  prohibit  a 
parent  from  taking  his  child  about  in 
such  a  way  as  to  render  it  impossible 
for  the  child  to  receive  education.  That 
would  mean  that  the  child  would  have 
to  be  deposited  with  a  friend  or  boarded- 
out,  while  the  parents  tramped  the 
country.  But  I  think  there  would  be 
considerable  difficulty  in  bringing  that 
about.  Something  could  be  done  to 
enforce  attendance  if  you  had  a  proviuon 
in  the  Educatiog,gi^|^^<g^e»^^that 
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paxenta  oould  be  fonuBhed  with  a  book 
which  would  show  the  sohools  the  child 
had  attended  doling  tiie  wanderings, 
and  the  attendances  made.  Of  conise, 
if  the  book  were  falsified  and  false  entries 
made,  that  would  have  to  be  an  offence, 
and  if  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  parent, 
on  applying  for  a  renewal  of  his  licence, 
ahoMred  an  imperfectly  filled  book  that 
might  be^  made  an  offence  also,  and  a 
flevere  penalty  might  be  imposed  if  no 
steps  at  all  had  been  taken  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  child.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
whether  that  would  be  good  or  not ;  but 
the  ordinary  machinery  of  bye-laws  and 
the  ordinary  discharge  of  their  datks 
by  local  education  authorities  would  be 
insufficient  to  cope  with  these  cases. 
Take  the  West  Biding.  It  would  be 
too  mnch  to  expect  that  tramps  oould 
be  tiaoli»d  from  one  end  of  that  county 
to  the  other ;  there  is  no  machinery  in  a 
county  for  following  them.  I  do  not 
say  that  what  I  suggest  is  a  good  thing 
to  do,  but  I  think  clauses  might  be  devised 
which  would  make  it  extremely  disagree- 
able for  a  wandering  parent  to  have  done 
nothing  fra  the  education  of  his  child. 

*Tbie  Harqdess  of  LAN3D0WNE  : 
Hy  Lords,  whatever  we  may  think  as  to 
the  somewhat  intricate  problems  to 
which  this  BUI  gives  rise.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  hesitate  to  give  it  a  Second  Read- 
ing this  afternoon.  By  doing  so  we  com- 
mit ourselves  only  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  principle  of  the  BiU  is,  I 
Gfrnceive,  this,  that  we  do  not  de»xe  that 
persons  who  adopt  a  nomadic  mode  of 
uf  e  should  thereby  emancipate  themselves 
from  the  laws  and  regulations  to  which 
other  members  of  the  oommuni^  are 
subject,  whether  those  laws  have  refer- 
ence to  sanitary  matters  or  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  concerned,  or  to  other 
uatten.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall 
read  tiie  Bill  a  second  time.  With, 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
might  be  dealt  with  farther  on, 
I  would  venture  to  suggest  that  my 
noble  friend  would  do  well  to  confer 
with  the  representative  of  the  Local 
Qovemment  Board  and  consider  with  him 
what  course  'would  be  best.  I  should 
be  rather  sony,  speaking  for  myself, 
if  tike  furtJior  examination  of  this  Bill 
were  to  stand  over  until  the  momeat, 
which  we  cumot  at  present  anticipate, 


when  the  Bill  now  before  tJxe  Honse 
of  Commons  will  reach  your  Lordships* 
House. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Honse. 


PATENTS  AND  DESIGNS  BILL  [«.!"]• 
Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


MUNICIPAL    REPRESENTATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


LOTTERIES  AND  INDECENT  ADVER- 
TISEMENTS. 

The  Lords  following  were  named  of 
the  Committee — 
L.  Steward  (E.  V.  LlandafE. 

BeaucAomp). 
V.  Hutchinson  {E.     L.  Ramsay  {E, 

Dowmghmon),  Z>attoune). 

L.HerBcheU. 

Ordered,  That  such  Committee  have 
power  to  agree  with  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  appointment 
of  a  Chairman. 

Then  a  Message  was  ordered  to  be  feent 
to  the  House  of  Commons  to  propose 
that  the  Joint  Committee  do  meet  in  the 
Chairman  of  Committees'  Committee 
Boom  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Three  o'clock. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived, 
and  BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


NAVAL  REPAIRS. 
Lord  ELLENBOBOUGH  :*My  Lor  1b, 
I  rise  to  ask  Hia  Majes^s  Govern- 
ment if  they  will  grant  a  Betnm  of  the 
amount  of  money  spent  during  the  last 
two  years  on  the  repurs  of  each  battle- 
ship and  first  class  cruiser  launched  since 
1st  January,  1888,  separately,  divided 
under  the  following  headings — (1)  Be- 
pairs  of  boili^,L  engines,.. ^d  other 
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machinery  used  in  the  propulsion  of 
tiie  ship ;  (2)  Repairs  to  armament, 
induding  all  gun-mountings,  torpedoes, 
and  machinery  connected  with  them ;  (3) 
Altexationa  in  design,  such  as  making 
cooling  chambers,  fresh  ventilators,  or 
supplying  and  fitting  new  apparatus  of 
any  description ;  also  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  days  that  our  battleships  and 
first  class  cruisers  launched  since  1st 
January,  1898,  have  been  unavailable 
while  undergoing  repair  during  the  last 
two  years ;  and  ia  addition  to  these 
Returns,  for  pui^oses  of  compariBon,  if 
the  information  is  obtunable,  a  Return 
of  the  number  of  days  that  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  best-known  liners  in  our 
mercantile  marine  have  been  unavailable 
for  the  same  reason  during  the  last  two 
years ;  and  lastly,  the  weight  allowed  for 
indicated  horse-power  for  all  the  vessels 
named  in  the  above  Return. 

The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  My  Lords, 
my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  has  been  called  away  on  an 
engagement  connected  with  his  Depart- 
ment, and  he  has,  therefore,  asked  me 
to  make  the  reply  which  he  would  have 
given  to  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord's 
Question.  He  says  that  he  is  anxious 
to  give  the  noble  Lord  as  mucK  of  the 
Return  asked  for  as  is  possible,  but  he 
cannot  give  it  exactly  in  the  form  in  which 
it  is  asked  for  by  the  noble  Lord  My 
noble  friend  assents  to  Paragraph  1,  but 
he  is  only  able  to  give  the  figures  for 
190B-1906,  and  1906-1907,  those  for 
1907'-1908  not  yet  being  available.  As 
regards  Paragraph  2,  my  noble  friend 
says  that  the  form  in  which  the  ordnance 
accounts  of  the  Admiralty  are  framed 
differs  from  that  of  the  dockyard  accoimta 
and  for  service  reasons  he  does  ]iot  feel 
justified  in  giving  information  with  regard 
to  repairs  to  armament.  He  will  be 
happy  to  give  the  information  requestec 
in  Paragraph  3. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  :  What 
about  Paragraph  1  ? 

Thb  Earl  of  CREWE :    My  noble 
friend  agrees  to  that,  with  limitations. 

He  cannot  agree  to  No.  2,  but  he  agrees 
to  No.  3.  As  regards  the  last  paragraph, 
my  noble  friend  says  he  can  give  the 
information  asked  for  if  the  noble  Lord 
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thinks  it  very  desirable — that  is  to  say, 
i  th  e  noble  Lord  really  presses  for  it — 
but  it  will  involve  a  very  large  amomit 
of  research  which  my  noble  friend,  if 
possible,  would  like  to  spare  his  staff, 
whom  ho  considers  very  much  over- 
worked. My  noble  friend  does  not 
know  how  he  could  obtain  the  details  with 
regard  to  the  length  of  time  that  the 
great  liners  mentioned  in  the  Question 
are  kept  under  repair  from  time  to  time, 
and  he  considen  that  it  is  against  the 
interests  of  the  service  that  ^  weight 
allowed  for  indicated  horse-power  should 
be  publicly  disclosed.  My  noble  friend 
has  asked  me  to  say  that  even  the 
modified  amount  of  information  which 
he  is  able  to  give  will  tal»  some  little 
time  to  produce. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH:  I  am 
sorry  to  give  the  officials  at  the  Admiralty 
additional  trouble,  but  the  Admiralty 
have  been  greatly  attacked  on  the 
subject  of  repairs,  sometimes  justly  and 
sometimes  unjustly,  and  if  these  figures 
were  given  it  might  set  the  matter  at 
rest.  Therefore,  I  press  for  the  details 
as  to  the  nnmber  of  days  on  which  vessels 
were  undei^oing  repairs.  Hy  reason 
for  asking  for  the  weight  allowed  for  in- 
dicated horse-power,  was  that  I  believe 
the  Admiralty,  as  a  rule,  have  not 
allowed  sufficient  weight  for  indicated 
horse-power,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
such  a  large  proportion  of  our  ships  are 
kept  under  repair. 


TERRITORIAL  ARMY  ADMINISTRA- 
TION. 

•Lord  HARRIS :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
ask  His  Majesty's  Government  whether 
they  will  consider  the  possibility  of 
amending  the  new  Regulations  for  the 
Territorial  Army  in  the  case  of  those 
regiments  the  recruitii^  areas  of  which 
lie  in  more  than  one  county,  with  a 
view  to  alleviating  the  extreme  incon- 
venience to  which  such  regiments 
are  put.  This  question  refers  to  very 
few  regiments,  but  they  feel  that  they 
are  suffering  mider  a  considerable  grie- 
vance. The  scheme  ot  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  is  that  the  Territorial  regiments  in 
a  county  should  be  brought  under  the 
Coimty  Associatioji,  and  it-is^onpeivable 
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that  the  admimstratioa  of  their  affairs 
will  be  uo  more  complicated  than  they 
were  imder  the  War  Ofiace.    But  there 
are  a  few  regiments  in  the  extraordinary 
and  unfortunate  position  of  being  under 
four  or  five  counties,  and  those  of  your 
Lordships  who  have  had  experience  of 
conunimicating  with  Government  De- 
partments will,  I  am  sure,  realise  the 
confusion  that  will  be  caused  thereby,  for 
these  unfortunate  regiments  will  have  to 
apply  in  all  matters  oi  finance,  administra- 
tion, etc.,  to  each  of  these  County  Associa- 
tions.  Finding  it  difficult  to  deal  with 
the  cases  of  those  regiments  which  re- 
cruit over  several  coimtiea  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
apparently  left  it  to  the  regiments  and 
to  the  County  Associations  themselves 
to  get  out  of  the  difficulty  as  best  they 
can.   I  su^^t  that  it  is  the  business 
of  the  War  Office  to  get  the  regiments 
out  of  this  dilemma,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  the  War  Office  to 
devise  a  scheme  by  which  the  colonels 
of  such  regiments  might  have  to  do  with 
only  one  authority.   I  may  add  that  this 
is  not  a  personal  grievance  of  my  own. 
I  have  been  asked  to  put  the  Question  on 
bdialf  of  another  commanding  officer. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Ports- 
uouth)  :  My  Lords,  I  regret  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  not  informed  me  what 
are  the  particular  cases  to  which  he 
refers. 

•Lord  HARRIS :  They  are  perfectly 
well-known.  The  Marquess  of  Tulli- 
bardine's  regiment,  for  instance,  recruits 
over  four  or  five  counties. 

Thb  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
nnderstood  the  Question  to  refer  to 
anothor  matter — namely,  the  condition 
of  those  counties  which  practically  adjoin 
London.  Some  men  domiciled  in  K;nt, 
Surrey,  and  Essex  will,  no  doubt,  want 
to  join  the  London  regiments,  but  I  am 
afraid  we  cannot  depart  from  the  general 
principle  established  in  the  Act,  that  the 
county  of  which  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
should  be  tile  head  should  bo  the  re- 
cruiting area  for  the  different  County 
Associations.  No  doubt  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Iiondon  some  difficulties 
nay  arise,  but  these  we  ttu"t  will  be 
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overcome  by  the  mutual  good  feeling 
of  the  Associations,  whom,  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  we  esqiect  to  be  able  to  come 
to  some  arrangement 

•Ldrd  HARRIS  :  I  regret  that  my 
Question  has  been  misunderstood.  The 
cases  I  refer  to  are  those  of  regiments 
coming  under  various  counties  for  ad- 
ministration. Perhaps  the  noble  Earl 
will  look  into  tiiat  point. 

The  Earl  op  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
now  see  what  is  in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  will  inquire  into  it. 


TERRITORIAL  AKTILLEBY. 

The  Earl  of  EBBOLL  :  My  Lords, 
I  rise  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
196  batteries  it  is  proposed  to  raise  for 
the   Territorial   Army,   supposing  the 
ranks  are  all  full,  including  the  hire  of 
the  horses  for  fifteen  days  training,  cost 
of  gun  sheds,  harness,  ammunition  for 
practice,  and  generally  for  the  adminis- 
tration and  training  of  the  artillery ; 
also  the  proportion  due  for  the  expenses 
of     the     County     Associations ;  and 
whether  he  can  also  state  the  whole 
annual  cost  of  a  battery  of  Regular  field 
artillery  on  the  higher  and  lower  estab- 
lishment  respectively.    I  understand 
that  there  will  be  a  debate  on  Monday, 
initiated  by  Lord  Denbigh,  into  the 
whole  question  of  the  Territorial  artillery, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  your  Lordships 
that  we  should  possess  the  information 
for  which  I  am  asking  before  that  debs  te 
takes   place.    The  noble  and  gallant 
Field-Marshal,   Lord  Roberts,  told  us 
the  other  day  that  imperfectly  trained 
artillery  were  absolutely  useless  in  war 
and  liable  to  become  a  danger.  After 
that  statement  from  so  high  an  autho- 
rity it  would  be  only  prudent  to  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  preferable  to 
have  a  smaller  number  of  Regular  and 
very  highly  trained  artillery  in  the  place 
of  a    larger   number    of  imperfectly 
trained  gunners.    It  is  an  acknowledged 
principle  on  the  Continent  of  Europe 
that  the  leas  trained  the  infantry  the 

I more  important  it  is  that  the  artillery 
should  be  veryuhiighly.  (rained^.  X  havo 
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put  dovn  the  Quratioa  as  to  the  coet  oi 
a  Regular  batter;  because  I  think  it  is 
important  that  we  should  have  some 
idea  how  the  cost  compares  with  that  of 
a  Territorial  battery,  with  a  view  to 
seeing  whether  we  cannot  secure  fewer 
highly  trained  B^ular  artiUeiy  for  the 
same  price  thpt  we  should  get  this  larger 
number  of  less  perfectly  ^trained  Terri- 
torial artillery. 

Thb  Eabl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  My 
IiOTds,  as  we  shall  be  debating  tiie  general 
question  of  the  artilleiy  on  Moi^y,  I 
hope  my  noble  friend  will  ezouae  me 
from  entering  into  the  various  matters 
to  which  he  has  referred  in  putting  hia 
Question.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  give 
him  the  information  for  which  he  asks, 
subject  to  one  or  two  reservations.  The 
total  number  <d  batteries  to  be  raised  is 
182*  not  196  aa  stated  in  the  Question. 
I  do  not  know  exactly  how  my  noble 
friend  arrived  at  the  number  of  196,  but 
I  think  it  is  possibly  a  miscalculation 
arising  from  reckoning  three  batteries 
instead  of  two  to  a  brigade  of  howitzers. 
The  number  of  field  and  howitzer  batteries 
to  be  raised  for  the  Territorial  Force 
is  148,  the  annual  cost  of  which  will  be 
about  £350.000,  whicb  includes  the  ex- 
penses of  the  County  Associations.  I 
am  afraid  I  cannot  give  the  noble  Earl 
any  accurate  estimate  as  to  the  propor- 
tion due  for  the  expenses  of  the  Associa- 
tUxDBt  8B  the  Associations  administer 
other  units.  The  other  batteries  to  be 
raised  are  fourteen  horse,  and  twenty 
heavy  batteries.  The  grants  for  tiuse 
cover  their  ammunition  columns  and 
are  not  comparable  with  the  figures 
for  batteries  of  field  artillery.  As  to 
the  Question  whether  I  can  also  state 
the  whole  annual  cost  of  a  battery  of 
regular  field  artillery  on  the  father 
and  lower  establishments,  respectively, 
I  have  to  aay  that  the  annual  cost  of  a 
Regular  field  battery  on  the  higher 
establishment  of  163,  all  ranks,  is  £16,000, 
and  on  the  lower  establishment  of  132, 
all  ranks,  £12,000. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORB: 
Is  any  allowance  made  in  the  £350,000 
for  the  cost  of  arming  the  batteries 
originally,  or  is  tliat  what  they  are  going 
to  coat  when  they  are  a  going  concern  1 

The  EaH  of  ErroU, 
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Thb  Basl  OT  PORTSMOUTH :  That 

will  be  th«  annual  post  wh«a  l^y  a 
going  concern. 


House  adjourned  at  ten  nunntes 
pa»t  Six  o'olook,  till  To- 
morrow, ft  quarter  poet  Fovr 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  1st  April,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 

Three  of  the  Cbck. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Darfcford  Gas  Bill, — Ab  amended,  con- 
sidered; to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Dublin  and  Central  Ireland  Electric 
Power  Bill. — Reported  [Preamble  not 
proved]. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  D). 

Mb.  Lues  White  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  D  of  Private  Bills  ; 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  till  Monday 
next,  at  half-past  Elevrai  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS, 
lliat  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
*'  An  Act  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge,  and 
Dukinfield  (District)  Waterworks  Joint 
Committee,  and  to  make  the  Audenshaw 
Urban  District  Council  a  combining 
authority ;  and  to  make  further  and 
better  provision  with  regard  to  the  im- 
provement, health,  local  government, 
and  finance  of  the  urban  district  of 
Audenshaw ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council  BUI 
[Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  Corporation  of  Merthyr 
Tydfil  to  construct  street  works  and  to 
provide  recreation  grounds ;  and  to 
maliB  further  uid  b^t«r  provinon  with 
regard  to  tiie  healjh^^^i^e^pgg[^ 
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good  govenunent  of  the  borough, ;  and 
loi  other  pnrposea."  [Merthyr  Tydfil 
Corporation  BUI  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intitoled  "An  Act  to 
authorise  the  Llanelly  Gaslight  Company 
to  zaiae  additional  capital ;  and  for  other 
purposes."   [Llanelly  Oas  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  TafI 
Vale  Railway  Company  with  respect  to 
their  Penarth  Harbour  and  Dock  under- 
taking ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Tafi 
Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
empower  the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare 
BaUways  and  Harbours  Company  to 
construct  harbour  works  at  Fishguard 
in  substitution  for  certain  authorised 
harbour  works  and  railways  in  connection 
therewith;  and  foz  other  purposes." 
[Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  BUI  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
authorise  the  Urban  District  Council 
oi  Skegness  to  purchase  the  undertaking 
of  t^e  Skegness  Watu  Company ;  and 
to  make  further  and  better  provisions 
in  regard  to  the  health,  local  government, 
and  improvement  of  the  district ;  and 
for  other  purposes."  [Skegness  Urban 
District  Couni^  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  pro- 
vide for  thB  transfer  of  the  undertaking 
of  the  Ocean  Marine  Insiurance  Company 
Limited,  to  the  North  British  and  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company  ;  to  increase 
the  capital  of,  and  to  amend  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  latter  Company ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [North  British  and 
Mercantile  Insurance  Company  Bill 
[Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Pontypridd  Waterworks  Company ;  and 
for  other  purposes."  [Pontypridd  Water 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corpora- 
tion Bill  [Lords];  Llanelly  Oas  Bill 
[Lords] ;  TaS  Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill  [Lords] ;  Skegness  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [Lords];  North 
British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Com- 

§my  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pontypridd  Water 
ill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  and 
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referred  to  the  Eaminers  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 

ELBIMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Glamor- 
gan ;  and  Wednesbury ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LICEXSED  PRESUSES  (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN). 

Petitions  for  legislation  :  From  Lon- 
don ;  and  StaincUfie ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Bath  ;  Brad- 
ford (three) ;  Chard,  Yeovil  and  other 
places ;  Coate ;  Devizes ;  Elsecar ; 
Essex ;  Hoyland  (two) ;  Newhill ; 
Tilshead  ;  Tonbridge  ;  Wath-on-Deame 
(four) ;  West  Lavington ;  West  Melton 
(nine) ;  Wickwai ;  and  Winchester ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Aberdare  ; 
Aberdeen ;  Ashton  under  Lyne ;  As- 
patria  ;  Bodmin ;  Bolton ;  Brighouse  ; 
Carlisle ;  Dudley ;  Dundee ;  Eccles 
(two) ;  Klstree  ;  Glamorgan  ;  Gosforth 
on  Tyne  ;  Great  Yarmouth  ;  Halifax 
(four) ;  Hampstead ;  Ilford ;  Kidder- 
minster ;  Lachford ;  Lewannick ; 
Merthyr  Tydfil  (four) ;  Middleton ; 
Mountcorrel ;  Nottingham  ;  Oakenshaw 
(two) ;  Padiham ;  Paisley  (two) ; 
Palmer's  Ville ;  Patricroft  (four) ; 
Pendleton ;  Pontypool  ;  RadclifEe ; 
Royton  ;  Scotswood  ;  Seaton  Bum  ; 
Sheffield  ;  Shrewsbury  ;  Southport  ; 
South  Wigston  ;  Sowerby  ;  Truro  ; 
Wallsend  ;  Wednesbury ;  Willom  ; 
Willington  Quay  ;  and  Winton ;  to  lie 
upon  me  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Eaglesfield,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MORAY  FIRTH  (ILLEGAL  TRAWUNG). 

Petition  from  Cromarty,^  &>r  pnsven« 
tion;  tolieupon  fehe  TaWtoOOgle 
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PUBLIC  TRUSTEE. 
Petition  from  London  and  other  places, 
for  inquiry  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING    LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Daventry ; 
and  Worksop ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

,  TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nob. 
3965  and  3966  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POLICE  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Fiftieth  Annual 

Report  of  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Constabulary  for  Scotland  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1907  [by  Com- 
mand] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CROFTERS' HOLDINGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Crofters'  Commission  for  the  year  1907 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Post  Office  Telephones. 
Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General,  whether 

he  is  prepared  to  make  any  statement  as 
to  the  future  policy  of  the  Post  Office 
on  the  subject  of  telephone  rates,  and 
especially  in  regard  to  the  financial  basis 
on  which  he  proposes  that  the  Post  Office 
telephone  system  should  be  conducted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Biaion).  I 
am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
stating  my  views  on  the  question  of  the 
future  policy  of  the  Post  Ofl&ce  in  regard 
to  telephone  rates.  I  consider  that  the 
Post  Office  telephone  system  should  be 
conducted  on  a  sound  business  basis, 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  revenue  should  be 
sufficient  to  provide  for  current  e^qpendi- 
ture  of  alt  kinds,  for  the  maintenance 
and  adequate  renewal  of  plant,  and  for 
interest  at  3  per  cent,  on  capital  ex- 


penditure, together  with  a  moderate 
but  not  excessive  margin  of  profit.  In 
order  to  ascertain  whether  the  rates  are 

fixed  at  a  level  sufficient  to  satisfy  these 
conditions,  and  to  put  the  telephone 
service  on  a  business  footing,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  a  clear  separa- 
tion between  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  telephone  service  and  the 
reveniu  and  expenditure  of  other 
branches  of  the  Post  Office,  especially  the 
telegraphs.  It  is  in  this  way  alone  that 
the  telephone  system  can  be  made  to 
stand  on  its  own  basis,  unaffected  by 
the  profit  and  loss  made  on  other  Post 
Office  services.  The  various  branches 
of  Post  Office  work  are,  in  practice,  fre- 
quently conducted  in  the  same  building, 
sometimes  by  means  of  the  same  plant 
and  under  the  supervision  of  the  same 
persons.  The  separation  of  the  cost  is 
consequently  a  matter  of  some  difficulty. 
Last  autumn,  therefore,  I  appointed  an 
expert  committee,  including  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Ac- 
countants, to  investigate  this  question 
and  to  advise  me  as  to  the  best  method 
to  be  adopted  for  separating  the  accounts. 
The  committee  has  not  yet  finished  its 
work ;  but,  as  a  first  result  of  their  in- 
vestigation, the  Estimates  for  1908-9 
have  been  presented  to  the  House  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  separate  the  ex- 
penditure on  telegraphs  and  telephones, 
and  the  telephone  revenue  will  be  shown 
separately.  The  new  telephone  rates 
must  to  some  extent  be  regarded  as  ex- 
perimental. Longer  experience  is  ren- 
quired  before  it  is  possible  to  say  what 
may  be  the  permanent  cost  of  operating 
a  fully  developed  system,  or  to  ascertain 
with  any  accuracy  the  life  of  the  varying 
descriptions  of  telephone  plant,  having 
regard  especially  to  probabilities  of 
obsolescence,  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity of  replacing  plant  before  it  is  worn 
out.  Moreover,  the  conditions  under 
which  the  Post  Office  service  is  con- 
ducted will  be  considerably  modified 
when  the  system  of  the  National  Tele- 
phone Company  is  taken  over  by  the 
Post  Office  at  the  beginning  of  1912. 
Although  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to 
pledge  my  successors,  I  should  anticipate 
that  the  principles  which  I  have  stated 
above  as  those  which  should  determine 
the  rates  will  be  accepted  by  them,  and 
the  rates  will  doubtless  be-^m  time  to 
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time  modified  in  accordance  with  those 
principles. 

P&y  of  Portsmouth  Postmen- 

Mb.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth)  :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 
state  on  what  grounds  he  has  based  the 
wages  of  the  postmen  at  Portsmouth 
at  a  maximum  of  278.  per  week  as  against 
268.  paid  hitherto;  whelAier  similar 
local  conditions  exist  at  Portsmouth  as 
at  Pymouth  and  Devonport,  where  the 
maximum  is  to  be  308.  per  week  against 
268.  paid  hitherto  ;  whether  he  took  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  Portsmouth 
has  a  much  larger  population  and  deals 
with  a  greater  amount  of  local  corres- 
pondence, and  that,  by,  the  latest  Board 
of  Trade  Returns,  Portsmouth  shows 
a  higher  cost  of  living  than  such  towns  as 
Cardiff,  Nottingham,  She£aeld,  Man- 
cheater,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Hull,  Birming- 
ham, or  Bristol,  all  of  which  are  on  the 
308.  scale ;  and  whether,  under  the 
circumstances  mentioned,  he  can  see  his 
way  clear  to  reconsider  his  decision  in 
i^id  to  Portsmouth. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Bvxton — 

Population, 
1901. 

-  189,122 

-  105,404 

-  78,059 

183,463 


Portsmouth 

Plymouth  - 
Devonport  - 


The  classification  of  Portsmouth  was 
based  on  the  volume  of  work  plus  the  cost 
of  living,  as  recommended  by  the  Select 
Committee  (parai^aph  258).  The  units 
of  work  at  Portsmouth  number  about 
1,250  and  place  it,  on  work  alone,  in 
Class  II.,  the  range  of  which  is  from  800 
to  1,700  units.  The  index  number 
of  the  cost  of  living,  as  ascertained  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  is  106,  which  in- 
dicates that  the  cost  of  living  at  Ports- 
mouth is  not  much  above  the  normal, 
aud  the  excess  is  not  sufficient  to  justify 
the  town  being  placed  in  Class  I.  on  this 
account.  The  units  of  work  at  Ply- 
mouth and  Devonport  amount  to  1,540, 
and  the  cost  of  Uving  is  exceptionally 
high,  index  number  112. 

VOL  CLXXXVn.  [Fourth  Series.] 


Employment  of  a  Oitl  on  Festal  Duties  at 
Seaton  DelavaL 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Grenerat 
whether  he  is  aware  that  at  Seaton 
DelavaU  Northumberland,  a  girl  named 
Annie  James,  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 
is  performing  postmen's  duties  ;  that  the 
wages  she  is  receiving  are  5s.  a  week, 
for  which  in  addition  she  has  to  perform 
household  duties  for  the  sub-postmistress  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  another  woman 
in  the  same  office  signs  for  the  money 
allowed  by  the  Post  Office,  which  is  much 
in  excess  of  this  sum ;  and  whether  he 
will  inquire  into  the  nuitter  with  a  view 
to  getting  the  work  performed  by  a 
regularly  appointed  servant  of  the  Post 
Office. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  BuoOon.)  I 
find,  on  inquiry,  that  the  girl  named 
Annie  James  is  performing  a  short  after- 
noon delivery  at  the  Seaton  Delaval 
Sub-Post  Office.  She  will  be  sixteen 
years  of  age  next  month.  There  is  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of 
men  or  of  boys  over  sixteen  at  Seaton 
Delaval.  Annie  James  is  paid  48.  a 
week  for  the  delivery  duty.  She  is 
also  a  domestic  servant  of  the  sub- 
postmistress,  who  pays  her  6s.  a  week 
as  wages  for  her  domestic  services. 

Fay  of  Telegraidiists  at  Lurgan. 

Me.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-Gteneral  whether  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  Lurgan  Post  Office 
is  to  be  placed  in  Class  5,  according  to 
the  Hobhouse  classification ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  as  a  consequence  Lu^an 
telegraphists  will  receive  as  a  maximum 
40s.  per  week,  whilst  the  Belfast 
will  receive  56b.  per  week ;  whether  he 
has  any  figures  In  his  possession  warrant- 
ing a  difFerence  of  16s.  per  week  in  the 
pay  of  men  of  the  same  grade,  owing  to 
the  cost  of  living ;  and  whether  he  will 
reconsider  his  decision. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Bttxtm.) 
Lurgan  was  in  Class  7  of  the  old  classi- 
fication for  sorting  clerks  and  telegra- 
phists and,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee  in 
Paragraph  259,  it  has  been  placed  in 
the  new  Class  5,  thus  raising  the  maxi- 
mum for  the  male  telegraphists  by  2s. 
and  of  the  female  ^efe^p^^(ljiQ|e 
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Snggwled  BeraiQe  Stamp  on  Bailmj 
Ftm  Fmsm. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  tiie  Excbequer  if, 
with  a  view  to  measuring  the  extent  -to 
which  the  free-pass  system  prevails  on 
railways  and  steamers  in  the  three 
Kingdoms,  and  th^  comparative  extent 
of  the  custQm,  as  well  as  to  provide 
revenue,  he  would  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  requiring  ^  penny  embt<ssed 
stamp  to  be  tued  on  all  audi  permits 
with  a  right  to  refund  when  the  pass  was 
granted  solely  on  company's  bosiness. 

{Atmoered  by  Mr.  Asquilh.)  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  adoption 
of  the  suggestion  would  be  productive  as 
a  source  of  revenue,  and,  as  at  present 
advised,  1  do  not  think  that  the  statistical 
object  which  the  hon.  Member  has  in 
view,  even  if  it  could  be  obtuned  by  that 
means,  wotdd  justify  the  imposibon  of 
a  stamp  duty. 

Ibmagement  of  Farms  of  J.  FaxreU  and  J. 
Heslen  on  the  King-Harmaii  Estate. 

Mr.  J.  PHILLIPS  (Longford,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  CSiief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  in  what 
manner  the  farms  of  J.  Farrell  and  J. 
Heslan,  evicted  tenants  on  the  King- 
Harman  estate,  which  is  in  Chancery, 
in  the  townland  of  Lisnagh,  in  the  County 
of  Longford,  were  managed  during  the 
past  year,  and  what  profit  was  made  on 
them ;  and  when  the  evicted  tenants 
are  likely  to  be  restored. 

{Armcered  by  Mr.  Birred.)  The  estate 
in  question  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Chancery  Division  of  the  High  CJourt. 
I  am  informed  that  during  the  past  year 
the  farms  of  the  two  evicted  tenants 
named  were  let  by  the  receiver  for  grazing 
at  £10  per  annum.  It  is  imderstood 
that  these  two  evicted  tenants  are  to  be 
restored  to  their  holdings  upon  the  sale  of 
the  estate  generally.  It  is  not  intended 
to  deal  with  the  property  piecemeal. 

Sale  of  Farms  on  the  Oarmichael  O'Ferrall 
and  Belton  Estates- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
proposal  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners  for  the  sale  to  the  tenants 


of  C!orclara  their  farms  on  the  Carmichael 
O'Fexr^  or  Belton  estate  then. 

[Ansioered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The 
Estates  Conmiissioners  are  unable  to 
trace  any  proceedings  as  having  been 
instituted  before  them  in  respect  of  the 
sale  of  the  estate  mentioned  in  the 
Question. 

Poet  <Mke  Accommodation  at  Nenagh. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-G^eneral  whether  he 
is  aware  that  several  petitions  have  been 
forwarded  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Nenagh  complaining  of  the  inadequate 
accommodation  in  the  Post  Office  of  that 
town ;  whether  the  replies  to  these 
complaints  have  invariably  admitted 
the  justice  of  the  complaints  without 
proposing  to  take  any  steps  to  remedy 
the  evil ;  and  whether  he  will  now  take 
:  action  to  provide  a  Post  Office  suitable 
for  the  business  of  the  town  and  district 
and  safe  for  the  health  of  the  Post  Office 
employees. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
am  aware  that  severu  petitions  have 
been  received  from  Nenagh,  and  I  have 
given  them  full  consideration.  I  have 
now  ^ain  considered  the  matter,  and  I 
am  answering  the  latest  memorial 
through  the  hon.  Member. 

Tuberculosis  amoiint  Irish  Elementary 
School  Children. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  C!hief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  prevalence  of 
tuberculosis  amongst  children  attending 
the  elementary  schools  in  Ireland; 
whether  he  has  any  figures  or  reports 
bearing  upon  the  subject ;  and  whether 
he  would  consider  the  advisability  of 
ordering  an  inquiry  into  this  matter, 
with  a  view  to  taking  some  'effective 
means  of  mitigating  the  consequences  <^ 
the  disease  amongst  these  children. 

{Anatpered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  My  atten- 
tion has  not  been  specially  called  to  the 
prevalence  of  tuberculosis  amongst  school 
children  in  Ireland,  but  I  am,  of  course, 
aware  of  the  regrettable  prevalence  of 
the  disease  in  the  country  generally,  and 
am  fully  alive  to  the  importa^Ge  of  dealing 
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with  the  subject.  The  CommiBsioners 
•of  National  Education  have  no  statistics 
as  to  the  number  of  children  affected 
with  tuberculosis.  They  inform  me  that 
they  have  taken  what  steps  they  may  to 
|«event  iJie  spread  of  tuberculosis  by 
the  exhibition  of  notices  in  the  school- 
rooms calling  attention  to  the  danger 
•of  the  diaease.  The  Tuberculosis  Fre- 
ventioQ  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  is  in  course 
■of  preparation,  will  provide  for  the  com- 
pulsory notification  of  the  disease  and 
will  contain  other  provisions  for  dealing 
with  the  evil.  In  view  of  the  proposed 
legislation  a  special  inquiry  into  the  case 
of  the  stdiool  children  does  not  seem  to 
be  necessary. 

Application  for  Onnt  to  Uuy  Anno 
ICOarron. 

Hb.  LABDNER  (Monaghan,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  an  application 
for  a  free  grant  has  been  received  by 
the  Estates  Commissioners  from  Mary 
Anne  M'Carron,  an  evicted  tenant  on 
the  Montiay  estate.  County  Monaghan ; 
and,  if  so,  has  an  inspector  been  sent  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  her  case. 

{Anstoered  hy  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  have  received  the 
■application  referred  to  and  will  consider 
it  in  due  course. 

Bdnitatament  of  Evicted  Tanantit 
Oonn^  Monaghan. 

Mb.  LARDNER  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
evicted  holdings  in  County  Monaghan 
to  which  the  compulsory  powers  contained 
in  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act,  1907,  apply ; 
and  in  how  many  cases  do  the  Estates 
Commissioners  expect  to  efiect  reinstate- 
ment of  the  former  tenants  by  the  exer- 
cise of  these  powers,  and  when  do  they 
propose  to  put  them  in  force. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  I  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  my  Answer  to  a 
similar  Question  put  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North-East  Cork  on  23rd  March. 

Xeinstatement  of  Hrs.  Margaret  Clarke, 
Posseztown. 

Mr.  PATRICK  WHITE  (Meath,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  appli- 
cation of  Miss  Margaret  Clarke,  Possex- 
town,  Nobber,  County  Meath,  to  be 
reinstated  in  her  former  holding  has 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, and  with  what  result. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Birrdl. )  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  received 
the  application  referred  to,  but  the 
holding  to  which  it  refers  is  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  tenant.  The  Commissioners 
are  unable  to  say  when  they  may  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  application,  as  the  case 
does  not  come  within  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Acti,  and  no  proceedings  for  the  sale  of 
the  estate  on  which  the  holding  is  situate 
have  been  instituted  before  them. 

TUhgoard  Route  for  American  Mails. 

Mr.  OWEN  PHILIPPS  (Pembroke 
and  Haverfordwest) :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General what  would  be  the  esti- 
mated saving  in  time  in  the  transit  of 
the  mails  between  London  and  New 
York  if  the  new  Fishguard  Harbour  were 
used  for  the  despatch  and  receipt  of  the 
American  mails  in  lieu  of  Holyhead. 

{Armeered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
assume  that  the  hon.  Member  refers  to 
the  possibility  of  forwarding  American 
mails  landed  at  Queenstown  via  Rosslare 
e  nd  Fishguard  instead  of  via  Holyhead. 
If  the  route  suggested  were  adopted  there 
might  be  some  acceleration  of  the  inward 
mails  for  London  and  the  South  although, 
owing  to  the  varying  conditions,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  acceleration  cannot  be  stated  ; 
but  mails  for  Scotland  and  the  Northern 
and  Midland  counties  of  England  would 
be  delayed.  There  would  at  present 
be  no  advantage  in  forwarding  the  out- 
ward mails  via  Fishguard. 

Post  Office  Learners— ^Jnaliflcations. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  whether  the  learners 
in  the  Post  Office  who  competed  at  the 
examination  held  in  July  last  will  be 
regarded  as  primarily  qualified  when 
they  attain  iJie  acquirements  then  in 
force  for  primary  qualification  and  in 
force  at  the  time  the  successful  candidates 
were  taken  into  the  public  service  as 
learners,  or  will  they  not  be  registered 
as  primarily  qualified  ^^^^^^^^[^^^ 
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the  more  extended  qualifications  laid 
down  in  the  circular  issued  in  February 
'  last. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  hon.  Member  must  have  been  mis- 
informed. There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  prescribed  qualifications  ior  learners 
since  the  early  part  of  1906. 

Idcensins  Compensation— Local 
Borrowings. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  {Yorkshire,  W.R,. 
Elland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  how  many 
districts  the  Hcensing  authorities  have 
resorted  to  borrowing  in  order  to 
accelerate  the  reduction  of  licences  under 
the  Act  of  1904 ;  and  what  amounts 
have  been  borrowed. 

{Answer^  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  beg  leave  to  answer  this  Question.  If 
the  Question  relates  to  the  borrowing 
by  compensation  authorities  on  the 
security  of  the  compensation  funds 
under  the  licensing  Act,  1904,  with  the 
consent  of  l^e  Secretary  of  State,  I  would 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  printed  answer 
in  which  I  gave  on  26th  February  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kidderminster  full, 
details  of  the  loans  which  had  then  been 
sanctioned  under  the  Act  of  1904.  I 
have  only  to  add  that  since  that  date  one 
other  loan  has  been  sanctioned,  viz.,  to 
die  compensation  authority  for  the 
county  of  Hertford,  to  the  amount  of 
£2,000,  which  is  to  be  repaid  out  of  the 
compensation  levy  imposed  in  the  present 
year. 

Protection  of  Irish  Industries. 

Mb.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  To 
abA.  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  ia  aware  that  a  London 
ma^trate  imposed  a  heavy  fine  on  a 
French  firm  convicted  of  selling  a  foreign 
article  for  Lrish  lace  ;  if  it  was  the  Irish 
Industriel  Development  Asbociation  that 
instituted  proceedings  ;  and  will  he  say  if 
the  Board  of  Trade  can  do  anything  in 
matters  of  this  kind  for  the  protection 
of  Irish  industries. 

{Anstcered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
reply  to  the  firat  tiro  Questions  asked 
by  my  hon.  friend  is  in  the  affirmative. 
Under  the  Merch^mdise  Uarks  Acts  the  j 


Board  of  Trade  have  power  to  undertake 
the  prosecution  of  offences  against  these 
Acts  in  cases  appearing  to  th«n  to  affect 
the  general  interests  of  the  country  or  of 

a  section  of  the  community  or  of  a  trade, 
and  they  sre  always  prepared  to  con- 
sider, with  a  view  to  prosecution,  if  the 
circumstances  should  warrant  it,  any 
cases  submitted  to  them  in  accordance 
with  the  prescribed  regulatims. 

Oommerdal  Travellers  and  The  Bank- 
ruptcy  Acts. 

Mr.  bees  (Montgomery  Borouphs^ : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  disability- 
under  the  present  Bankruptcy  Acts  of 
commercial  travellers  who  are  paid  by 
commission  and  who,  in  the  event  of 
the  bankruptcy  of  the  firm  employing 
them,  are  entitled  to  rank  as  ordinary 
creditors  only  and  to  receive  for  any 
monejrs  which  may  be  due  to  them  such 
dividend  as  the  estate  may  realise,  as 
against  the  commercial  traveller  who  is 
paid  a  salary  and  ranks  as  a  preferential 
creditor  in  the  event  of  the  bankruptcy 
of  his  firm ;  and  whether  he  will,  in  any 
future  alteration  of  the  Bankmptcy 
Law,  provide  that  all  commercial 
travellers,  whether  paid  by  commission  or 
by  salary,  shall  rank  as  preferential 
creditors. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  lloyd-Oeorge.)  As 
I  informed  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
iot  Christchuroh,  in  answer  to  a  similar 
Question  addressed  to  me  on  24th  of 
last  month,  I  am  advised  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  suggessed  dis- 
ability exists  under  the  present  law 
as  judicially  interpreted.  I  will,  how- 
ever, carefully  consider  whether  any 
amendment  of  the  law  in  this  matter 
is  necessary  ia  the  event  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Acts. 

Foul  Brood  amongst  Bees. 

Mr.  LAEDNEB  :  To  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture (Ireland)  when  he  proposes  to 
introduce  his  BiU  to  enable  local  authori- 
ties in  Ireland  to  deal  compulsorily  with 
cases  of  foul  brood  among  bees. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RtuseU.) 
The  Bill  in  in  comae  (^  pcepacati^j^ 
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SuccoBted  Beconsideration  of  Senteaica 
on  Stokn  Moody. 

Sib  8EYMOT7R  KDSQ  (Hull.  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  ihe  time  has  arrived  when  the 
^^entence  passed  on  Stoker  Moody  might 
be  again  reconsidered,  and  a  further 
Temisaion  of  sentence  granted. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Edmtmd  Robertson.) 
The  Amiralty  have  decided  that  the 
rase  fdiall  be  brought  up  for  review  before 
Moody  has  completed  two  years  of  his 
sentence. 

Flogging  in  Priaona. 
Me.  PATRICK  WHITE:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Dqwrtaient  whether,  when  a  convict 
is  sentenced  to  be  flogged,  more  than 
one  warder  has  ever  been  employed  to 
administer  the  flogging. 

(Answered  6y  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
As  a  rule  only  one  warder  is  employed, 
•but  in  a  recent  case,  where  four  convicts 
had  to  be  punished,  two  warders  were 
•employed. 

Board  of  Agriculture  Offices. 

Mb.  LANE-FOX  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash) :  To  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  what  premises  are 
at  present  occupied  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  what  are  the  rents 
which  are  bung  paid  for  them. 

(Ansujered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  I  beg 
Jeave  to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
fall  Answer  which  I  gave  to  a  similar 
iinestion  (non-oral)  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Bye  Division  on  the  24th  ultimo. 

Iiiip«rial  Oontribation  to  Upkeep  of 

Mb.  FFRENCH  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 
view  of  the  increase  of  steam  and  motor 
traffic  on  the  roads,  and  the  difficulty 
of  district  councils  to  bear  the  increasing 
burden,  he  will  consider  the  question 
of  making  some  contribution  towards 
the  upkeep  of  the  roads. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquitk.)  I  do  not 
think  that  this  question  can  properly 
he  dealt  nth  except  in  connection  witib 
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the  relations  between  the  Exchequer 
and  local  taxation  generally,  which, 
as  the  hon.  Member  is  probably  aware, 
are  receiving  the  careful  consideration 
of  the  Government. 

Frotecting  Oertiflcate  for  Private  Oolluxnh, 
late  of  Boyal  Fusiliers. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARBELL  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Private  Collumb, 
late  No.  7275,  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers, 
is  now^  hospital  in  New  York,  United 
States  of  America,  suffering  from  a 
dangerous  illness,  and  now  desires  to 
return  to  Ireland,  the  War  Office  will 
grant  him  a  protecting  certificate  to 
cover  a  chai^  of  desertion  which  still 
is  against  him,  and  thus  enable  him  to 
return  immediately  before  his  state  of 
health  will  prevent  him  from  travelling. 

{AnsweT^ed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
On  20th  January  a  letter  was  received 
ixova.  this  man*s  father  stating  that 
his  son  was  in  hospital  in  New  York 
permanently  disabled  with  spinal  curva- 
ture and  asking  for  a  protecting  certificate, 
the  man  being  a  deserter  from  the  Royal 
Fusiliers  since  July,  1902.  He  was 
informed  on  28th  January  that  on 
receipt  of  a  duly  certified  statement 
from  the  hospital  authorities  the  issue 
of  a  protective  certificate  -  would  be 
considesed.  No  further  communication 
from  the  father  has  reached  the  War 
Office. 

Yeomen  re-enlisting  in  the  Territorial 
Army. 

Colonel  IVOR  PHILIPPS  (South- 
ampton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  ot  State 
for  War  whether  Yeomen  whose  present 
engagements  expire  after  31st  March, 
1908,  and  before  the  completion  of  this 
year's  camp-training  of  their  unit,  may 
enlist  in  the  new  force  for  one  year ; 
if  not,  what  is  the  shortest  period  for 
which  such  men  may  re-engage  or  enlist ; 
if  such  men  re-enlist  in  the  new  force 
will  they  be  allowed  to  draw  the  old 
Yeomanry  rate  of  pay  for  the  1908 
training ;  and  may  the  attestation  of 
Yeomen  serving  in  the  old  force  and 
desirous  of  enhsting  in  the  new  force 
be  postponed  until  the  commencement 
of  the  annual  training  of  their  unit  in 
order  to  give  commanding  officers  an 

Digitized  by  VjiDOgiC 


Questions.  {1  Afeil  1908} 


487  Questums.  {COMMONS} 


Questions, 


48& 


opportunity  of  explaining  the  new  oondi- 
tionfl  of  service  to  their  men. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Teomen  whose  engagements  were  due 
to  expire  on  a  date  subsequent  to  31st 
BCarch  may  enlist  in  the  Territorial 
Force  to  complete  such  period,  bat  if 
they  wish  to  continue  service  on  its 
completion  they  must  re-engage  for  the 
period  prescribed  by  their  County  Asso- 
ciation, which  win  not  be  less  than  one 
year  or  more  than  four  years,  and  must 
come  under  the  new  conditions  as  regards 
pay.etc.  Anyman  whose  term  of  service 
was  due  to  expire  after  3l8t  March,  and 
before  the  1908  training,  who,  at  the  end 
of  the  1907  training  or  subsequently  be- 
fore 31st  March,  1908,  re-engaged  for  a 
further  year  in  accordance  with  Para- 
graph 66,  Yeomanry  Regulations,  will 
be  permitted  to  enlist  in  the  Territorial 
Force  to  complete  the  term  of  his  engage- 
ment still  to  run,  including  that  further 
year*  and  will  retain  the  old  rates  of 
pay  during  such  period.  Yeomen  en- 
rolled before  18th  August,  1901,  who 
have  not  since  come  under  The  Militia 
and  Yeomanry  Act,  1901,  may  be 
attested  for  one  year  as  from  Slst  March, 
15*08,  and  retain  their  existing  rate  of 
pay,  etc.,  for  that  period.  Attestation 
may  be  postponed  until  30th  June,  but 
no  man  will  be  trained  until  he  has  been 
attested.  Men  who  have  signified  their 
intention  of  attesting,  and  who  cannot 
(conveniently  be  attested  before  training, 
may  be  brought  to  training  and  at  once 
attested.  They  will  draw  no  pay  until 
they  have  been  attested,  and  if  they 
do  not  attest  immediately  on  joining 
training  they  will  be  discharged.  Men 
whose  attestations  have  been  deferred 
until  after  the  date  of  expiration  of  their 
Imperial  Yeomanry  engagement  wilt, 
if  they  wish  to  join  the  Territorial  Force, 
be  obliged  to  re-enlist  for  the  full  period 
of  four  years. 


QUESTIONS  m  THE  HOUSE. 

Volunteer  DriU  Halls. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if,  in  taking  over  the  driU  halls  from  the 
Volunteers,  the  Public  Ijoan  Works 
Board  will  advance  the  money,  not 
only  to  redeem  the  shares,  but  to  pay 


the  interest  which  may  be,  (»  is,  due 
upon  them. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington): 
No  drill  haUs  will  be  taken  over  by  the 
Public  Works  Loon  CommiBsioners.  Pro- 
perty on  which  there  is  a  mortgage 
held  by  the  Commissioners  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  County  Association  with 
the  mortgage.  If  any  property  on  which 
there  is  a  mortgage  held  by  persons 
other  than  the  Commissioners  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  Association  the  question  of 
transferring  the  mortgage  to  the  Commis- 
sioners will  be  considered  in  the  autumn. 
In  the  case  of  any  property  transferred 
to  a  County  Association  subject  to 
mortgage,  the  interest  will  be  paid,  as 
it  becomes  due,  by  the  County  Associa- 
tion out  of  funds  provided  by  the  War 
Office. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex, 
Horsham)  was  understood  to  ask  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider 
the  possibility  of  paying  off  all  the 
mortgages. 

Mr.  haldane  said  they  had 
just  paid  ofE  an  enormous  number  of 
mortgages. 

Mr.  FELL  asked  whether  the  interest 
due  would  be  paid  as  well  as  the  mort- 
gages ? 

Mr.  haldane  said  that  if  there  had 
been  interest  in  arrear  they  had  paid 
it  off. 

UiUtaiy  BlaiuBams  In  tbe  New  Forest 

Sir  ROBERT  HOBABT  (Hampshire,. 
New  Forest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  SeCTetary 
of  State  for  War,  whether  he  has  received 
a  communication  from  the  Court  of 
Verderers  of  the  New  Forest  in  which 
they  state  that,  inasmuch  as  the  New 
Forest  cannot  lawfully  be  used  for 
military  camps  and  manoeuvres  except 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Military 
Manoeuvres  Act,  1897,  they  cannot  take 
any  steps  for  facilitating  nulitary 
mancBUvres  except  under  that  Act ; 
and  what  course  he  proposes  to  take 
under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  HALDANE;  The  War  Office 
received  a  communication  from  the 
Verderers  which  was  duW^  forwarded 
to  the  Office  of  'WOdddv  \ifla>^^*«8. 
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It  is  understood  that  my  hon.  friend 
liu  already  received  a  reply  from  that 
office  on  the  subject  pointing  out  that 
tiie  Verderers  are  entirely  mistaken  in 
their  contention. 
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Hr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
asted  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  aware  that  the  Act  of  1897  expressly 
stated  that  no  manoeuvres  could  take 
place  in  the  New  Forest  without  the 
Verderers  being  consulted  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  As  I  have  already 
explained,  we  are  not  conducting  the 
manoeuvres  under  the  Manoeuvres  Act, 
but  by  arrangement  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  and  Forests. 

Mr.  ASHIiEY  asked  whether,  if  the 
manoeuvres  were  not  conducted  under 
this  Act,  the  only  remedy  for  any  poor 
commoner  whose  property  was  damaged 
would  be  long  and  expensive  litigation 
against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whereas 
under  the  Act,  compensation  could  be 
received  easily, 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  hon.  Member 
18  quite  wrong.  We  conducted  extensive 
manoeuvres  last  summer  in  Scotland 
quite  apart  from  the  Manoeuvres  Act, 
and  most  friendly  relations  obtained 
between  the  War  Office  and  everybody 
else.  We  paid  everybody  their  claims, 
and,  in  addition,  we  took  the  stores 
we  wanted  from  the  local  people,  so 
that  it  was  far  more  popular  than  any 
arlntoary  manoeuvres. 

Hk.  ASHLEY  asked  whether  the  right 
hxm.  Gentleman  was  aware  that  clauses 
were  expressly  put  in  the  Act  of  1897  in 
order  that  any  mancsuvres  in  the  New 


Forest  might  be  carried  out  in  accordance 
therewith. 


Mr.  HALDAN]^  said  that  if  they  were 
putting  compulsory  powers  in  operation, 
no  doubt  that  was  so  ;  but  if  they  were 
acting  on  a  friendly  agreement  with  the 
people  concerned  they  did  not  need  to 
take  that  coiurse. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  come  to  a  friendly 
agreement  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  New  Forest. 

Mr.   HALDANE  said  he  had  the 

greatest  regard  for  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  New  Forest,  but  he 
was  not  the  whole  of  the  public 

Earl  WINTERTON:  No,  but  he  is 
the  official  Verderer  of  the  New  Forest. 

Irish  HilitiA  Battalioiu. 

Captain  CRAIG  {Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
recruits  who  have  joined  the  Special 
Reserves  or  extra  Special  Reserves  regi- 
ments between  16th  January,  1908^  and 
Slst  Miirch,  1908,  with  the  corresponding 
Return  for  the  same  period  of  Militia 
recruits  for  the  year  1907 ;  and  wotdd 
he  further  give  a  detailed  statement  in 
regard  to  the  above  for  the  Militia 
battalions  of  the  Royal  Inniskilling 
Fusiliers,  the  Royal  Irish  Rifles,  and  the 
Royal  Irish  Fusiliers. 

*Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  figures  avail- 
able are  for  the  period  16th  January, 
1908,  to  28th  March,  1908,  for  the  Special 
Reserve,  and  14th  January,  1907,  to 
30th  March,  1907,  for  the  Militia.  The 
figures  are  as  follows — 


MUitia. 

Special  Reserve. 

Drill  OD 
Enlistment. 

Prelimiiiary 
Drill. 

Drill  on 
Enlistment. 

Total  numbers  -      -      -  . 

6,599 

2,418 

5,354 

Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers 

25 

41 

27 

Bojal  Irish  Rifies  - 

117 

182 

107 

Bayal  Irish  Fnsiliers 

32 

11 

28 
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Caftaxh  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it  is 
intended  to  take  away  recruits  of  the 
3rd  Battalion  Royal  Irish  Kifles  from 
Newtownards,  County  Down,  and  of 
the  6th  Battalion  of  the  same  regiment 
from  Downpatrick,  for  six  months  annual 
drill  at  the  depot  In  Belfast ;  whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  great  difficulties  which 
will  be  added  to  obtaining  suitable 
country  recruits  if  these  two  important 
centres  are  done  away  with ;  whether 
he  has  received  any  memorial  from  the 
local  inhabitants  of  Downpatrick  and 
Newtownards  bearing  on  the  loss  which 
would  consequently  fall  on  the  trades- 
people in  the  two  towns;  whether  he 
can  say  if  the  advice  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  these  two  regiments  was  asked 
for  by  the  "War  Office  authorities  as  to 
the  proposed  change  ;  and  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  advice  they  gave. 

Hb.  HALDANE  :  It  is  intended  that 
the  recruits  of  these  two  battalions  shall 
drill  on  enlistment  at  the  depot  in  Belfast, 
80  far  as  aoconunodation  permits.  This 
change  has  been  made  in  consequence  of 
the  general  scheme  of  re-organisation  and 
experience  alone  can  shew  what  efiect 
such  change  can  have  on  recruiting. 
The  general  scheme  was  not  referred  to 
these  commanding  officers  for  their 
advice.  No  memorials  on  this  subject 
from  the  towns  mentioned  appear  to 
have  reached  the  War  Office. 

Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) : 
May  I  ask  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  aware  that  particularly  suitable  ac- 
commodation for  camping  grounds  and 
lifle  ranges  exists  round  Newtownards 
and  Downpatrick,  and  that  it  will  be  very 
^fficult  to  obtun  land  near  Belfast  for 
the  purpose  % 

Mb.  HALDANE:  What  the  hon. 
Member  says  will  be  quite  true  of  the 
annual  training  of  the  Reserve  forces, 
but  what  I  am  speaking  of  is  the  pre- 
liminary recruit  training  of  six  months 
which  will  taira  place  in  winter,  when 
the  men  do  not  camp  out. 

Captain  CRAIG :  May  I  ask  whether 
those  two  ancient  regiments,  the  3rd 
Royal  Irish  Rifles  and  the  5th  Royal 
Ixi^   Rifles     ave   been   taken  away 


from  their  home  depots  witihoiit  tite 
commanding  officers  being  in  any  way 
consulted'in  so  important  a  matter  1 

Mr.  HALDANE :  They  have  beca 
taken  away  in  pursuance  of  a  gener^ 
scheme  which  was  bound  to  involve  a 
good  many  changes  in  accordance  with 
the  changed  nature  of  t^e  truning. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Then  these  regimenta 
are  to  be  severed  from  all  county  associa- 
tion with  Down  f 

Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  before  he  cornea  to  a 
final  dedsion  consult  the  conuuandiiig 
officers  % 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  It  is  decided. 

Captain  CRAIG:  This  is  a  very 
important  point  for  the  whole  County  of 
Down,  and  it  is  only  just  known  to  a 
number  of  officers.  May  I  ask  whether 
it  is  too  late  to  reconsider  this  matter  \ 
If  the  local  inhabitants  in  Newtownards 
and  Downpatrick  present  a  memorial 
to  the  War  Office  will  it  be  conudeied ! 

Me.  HALDANE  :  We  have  gone  very 
carefully  into  the  matter,  but  there  will 
be  ample  time  to  consider  all  these  things 
as  experience  goes  on.  Generid  Sir 
Neville  Lyttelton,  who,  as  Chief  of  the 
Gceneral  Staff,  advised  us  on  these  matters, 
succeeds  to  the  chief  command  in  Ireland 
to-morrow,  and  will  take  up  his  duties  io 
a  few  days,  and  no  one  is  more  capable 
of  forming  an  opinion  on  the  practical 
,  necessities  of  the  matter. 

UUitia  Battalion  Oolonrs- 

LoBD  J.  JOICEY-CECIL  (Uncohi- 
shire,  Stamford)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  can 
see  his  way  to  authorising  the  payment 
of  the  same  allowances  for  railway 
travelling,  etc.,  to  the  officers  of  a  dis- 
banded battalion  of  MiUtia,  who  attended 
the  parade  for  handing  over  the  colours 
to  the  I^rd-Lieutenant,  as  they  would 
have  received  on  joining  their  battalion 
for  annual  training  and  dismissal  from 
training. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  same  regokted 
expenses  within  the  coqg]^^i^^^ranted 
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to  the  escort  for  the  colours  of  a  Regular 
unit  under  Paragraph  1769  of  the  King's 
Regulations  will  be  allowed  for  a  similar 
escort  for  handing  over  the  colours  of  a 
^iisbanded  Hilitia  unit. 

Fort-of  Spain  Public  Auctions. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  is  yet  in  a  position 
to  pve  the  Report  of  the  Governor  of 
Tri^ad  in  regard  to  the  selling  by 
public  auction  of  properties,  land,  etc., 
by  the  town  board  of  Port-of-Spain 
for  repairs  to  pipes,  etc.,  of  the  town 
inoperties. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  No, 
Sii ;  there  has  not  yet  been  time  for 
such  a  Report  to  have  been  reoeired  in 
response  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
request. 

Trinidad  Immicration  Ordinance. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
0)l(HueB  if  he  can  state  the  terms  of  the 
amended  Immigration  Ordinance  re- 
<wntly  passed  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  ; 
-whether  any  change  will  ensue  as  to  the 
•wage  paid  to  the  free  labourer;  if  so, 
what  is  the  amount ;  whether  any  change 
is  made  as  to  the  wage  paid  to  the  in-; 
<}entured  imm^rant ;  if  go,  what  is  the 
amoant ;  and  further,  as  to  whether  the 
Select  Committee  that  went  into  the 
matter  of  the  Immigration  Ordinance 
found  that  the  indentured  man  had  not 
been  getting  the  minimum  wage  agreed 
upon  as  a  general  rule. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  Ordinance 
in  question  provides  that,  in  the  compu- 
tation of  the  average  rate  of  wages  pay- 
able for  task  work  perbxrmed  by  in- 
dentured labourers,  there  shall  be  taken 
into  account  the  value  of  free  quarters 
for  and  medical  attendance  on  such 
labourers,  upon  such  scale  as  may  be 
fixed  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  The 
object  of  this  Ordinance  is  to  admit  of 
the  payment  of  increased  wages  to  the 
onindentured  labourers.  It  is  impossible 
to  state  at  present  what  t^e  increase 
win  amount  to,  but  it'  is  estimated  that 
the  value  of  t^e  medical  attendance  and 


free  quarters  varies  from  11  to  18  cents 
a  day.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the 
minimum  money  wage  payable  to  tiie 
indentured  labourer.  The  Answer  to 
the  last  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Persian  Customs  Service. 
Mb.  WBDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether  the 
important  posts  in  the  Persian  customs 
service  are  held  at  present  by  Belgian 
subjects,  and  in  particular  are  the  chief 
Customs  officers  at  Bandar  Abbas  and 
at  other  Gulf  ports  Belgians ;  and  if  so, 
will  His  Majesty's  Government  use  their 
influence  with  the  Persian  Grovemment 
to  induce  tiiem  to  give  Englishmen  the 
preference  in  any  such  appointments 
or  reappmntments  within  the  British 
sphere  of  influence  in  Perna. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASUTiY  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury  ;  for  Sir  Edward  Grey)  :  The 
employees  of  the  Persian  Customs 
Sendee  are  Belgian  subjects.  His 
Majesty's  Government  do  not  propose 
to  make  any  suggestion  to  l^e  Persian 
Grovemment  calculated  to  disturb  exist- 
ing arrangements  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  WEDGTVOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  ASairs 
whether  he  has  any  official  information 
showing  that  the  Persian  Crovemment 
contemplate  replacing  the  Belgians  now 
in  tiie  Persian  Customs  Service  by 
Germans;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  prepared  to  sanction 
the  institution  of  officials  of  German 
nationality  in  the  ports  or  cities  within 
the  British  sphere  of  influence  in  Persia. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  No  such  infor- 
mation has  been  received.  My  right 
hon.  friend  is  informed  that  tiie  German 
Government  do  not  desire  any  change 
in  the  nationality  of  the  empbyees. 

Castle  Morton  School-house- 
Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester): I  beg  toasktheSecretary  of  State 
foi  the  Home  Department  whether  the 
occasioiuj  licence  granted  at  the  Upton- 
on-Sevem  Petty  Sessions  on  6th  February 
was  merely  an  e;s;tjensio^  oi  Jwde  npen  the 
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premises  of  the  Feathers  Inn,  Castle 
Hoiton,  or  was  granted  to  the  licensee  of 
the  Feathers  Inn  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cants in  the  Church  of  England  school- 
house  at  Castle  Morton,  Worcestershire, 
during  a  Primrose  League  and  smoking 
concert  on  24th  February  ;  what  is  the 
population  of  this  village,  and  how 
many  licences  for  the  sale  of  intoxicants 
exist  there ;  and  do  the  facts  of  the  case 
call  for  action  by  the  Home  Office,  and,  if 
80,  what. 

*  The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THE 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Gladstoke, 
Leeds,  W.) :  I  have  ntade  inquiries  into 
this  case  and  am  informed  that  the 
licenoe  in  question  authorised  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Acts  in  that  behalf  the 
lioeiuee  of  the  "Plume  of  Feathers" 
Inn  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor  at  the 
Castle  Morton  Schoolroom  between  7  and 
10  p.m.  on  24th  February.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  parish,  which,  I  understand, 
can  hardly  be  called  a  village  is  795, 
scattered  over  3,701  acres.  There  are 
five  licensed  premises  in  the  parish,  viz., 
the  "  Plume  of  Feathers  "  Inn  and  four 
beer-houses  small  and  set  wide  apart ; 
not  one  of  these  premises  has  accom- 
modation for  smoking  concerts  on 
nmilar  gatherings.  I  find  nothing  to  call 
for  any  action  on  my  part. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,Thirsk)  :  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
facta  stated  in  a  Question  on  this  subject 
last  Monday  were  incorrectly  stated,  i.e., 
it  being  said  the  vicar  was  in  the 
chair,  whereas  he  was  not,  will  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  withdraw  the 
insinuation  which  was  then  made  by  a 
member  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  prepared 
to  answer  my  own  Questions,  but  I  cannot 
undertake  to  answer  for  colleagues. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Is  it  in  order  in  one  Question  to 
make  reference  to  a  Question  previously 
asked  in  the  House  ?  I  alwaya  understood 
it  was  out  of  order. 

•Mk.  SPEAKER  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
says  it  is  out  of  order  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is. 


Mr.  swift  MACNBILL:  I  accept 
l^e  oomplimenl^ 

HUlaborongh  Hill  Fatality. 

Mr.  H.  J.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  death  of 
Charles  Ernest  Gash,  aged  fifteen,  at 
Hillsborough,  through  being  crushed  in 
the  rolling  mills  of  Messrs.  Manoah  King 
and  Company ;  whether  the  firm  had 
been  warned  to  fence  the  machinery 
and  couplings  of  rolls  more  than  once, 
and  had  omitted  to  carry  out  the  in- 
structions of  the  inspector ;  and  whether 
he  proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  made 
inquiry  and  find  that  the  firm  had  been 
warned  by  the  inspector  to  fence  the 
couplings  in  their  factory.  It  would 
seem  that  they  had  provided  guards  in 
accordance  with  the  inspector's  instruc- 
tions but  had  failed,  in  the  case  of  the 
couplings  which  caused  the  accident, 
to  keep  the  guards  in  position.  The 
inspector  has  been  directed  to  take 
proceedings  against  the  firm  for  the 
breach  of  the  Act  involved. 

Convictions  for  Drunkennen  on  Ltosued 
Premises. 

Mr.  MYER  (Lambeth,  N.) :  1  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchec[uer 
how  many  convictions  were  obtainetl 
in  England  and  Wales  for  allowing 
drunkenness  on  licensed  premises  during 
the  three  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907 ; 
and  how  many  licences  have  changed 
hands  where  such  convictions  have 
been  obtained. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  figures  asked 
for  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question  are 
given  on  page  7  of  the  Introduction  to  the 
Licensing  Statistics  for  1907,  under  the 
heading  '*  Prosecutions  of  Licensed  Per- 
sons." The  number  of  convictions  in 
1905  was  935 ;  in  1906, 756 ;  and  in  1907, 
744.  As  regards  the  second  part  of  the 
Question,  I  regret  to  say  tlwt  I  have 
no  information. 

Pewfay  Level  Orossiiis  Fatality.  • 

Mr.  ROGERS  (Wiltshire,  Devires) : 
I  beg  f  .A  thej^resiclgt^^o^^r^rd 
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of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  on  23rd  March  a 
child  letuming  from  Bchool  was  knocked 
down  and  killed  bj  a  Great  Western  Rail- 
way express  ona  level  crossing  at  Knowle, 
Pewsey ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
continuance  of  this  level  crossing  was 
strongly  condemned  at  the  coroners' 
inquest  by  the  coroner  and  the  jury, 
that  it  has  been  the  subject  of  repeated 
complaints  by  the  parish  council  of 
Pewsey  to  the  railway  company  for  the 
last  fourteen  years,  that  other  fatal 
accidents  have  occurred  at  the  same 
spot,  that  the  crossing  is  in  daily  use  by 
the  public,  more  especially  by  school 
children,  and  that  this  section  of  the 
company's  line  is  now  used  increasingly 
by  fast  trains  to  and  from  the  West ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  these  facts  and 
the  feeling  enj^ndered  locally  by  the 
recurrence  of  tiiese  fatal  accidents,  he 
will  make  such  representation  to  the 
company  as  will  cause  a  footbridge  to  be 
substituted  for  this  dangerous  level 
crossing. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Oeoroe,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  I  am  in  communication  with 
the  railway  company  with  regard  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  coroner's  jury, 
and  will  inform  my  hon.  friend  of  the 
result. 

Irish  I*ace  Frauds- 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry.  S.) :   I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

whether  he  is  aware  that  La  Samaritaine, 
a  French  firm  trading  at  99,  Regent 
Street,  London,  was  prosecuted  on  27th 
March  and  fined  £20,  at  the  Marlborough 
Street  Police  Court,  for  exposing  and 
selling  as  Irish  lace  a  French-made 
crochet  blouse;  can  he  state  through 
what  English  ports  and  under  wtuit 
designation  French-made  crochet  is  im- 
ported ;  what  is  the  estimated  annual 
value  of  such  importation  according  to 
the  latest  information  available ;  and 
can  he  state  what  steps  he  proposes  to 
take  in  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  o( 
the  Irish  lace  industry  from  dishonest 
competition  in  London  and  other  cities  of 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  My  attention 
has  been   called   to   the  prosecution 


referred  to.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  my 
hon.  friend  the  information  he  asks  for 
as  to  the  importation  of  French-made 
crochet,  as  the  goods  are  not  separately 
classified  in  the  Customs  Returns.  With 
reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Question  the  Board  of  Trade  are  always 
prepared  to  consider  with  a  view  to 
prosecution,  if  the  circumstances  should 
warrant  it,  any  cases  of  infringement  of 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  that  may  be 
put  before  them  which  afEect  the  general 
interests  of  a  trade. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  connection  with  this 
gross  case  of  fraud  why  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  not  done  as  it  did  in  arother 
case,  where  it  prosecuted  to  conviction 
and  imprisonment  a  seller  of  fraudulent 
Scottish  tweed  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  That  prose- 
cution was  undertaken  on  information 
supplied  to  us,  and  if  similar  information 
is  brought  to  our  attention  in  regard  to 
Irish  lace  we  shall  be  pleased  to  act  on  it. 

Losses  through  Licenslns  Trade  Failures. 

Mb.  MYER:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor    of    the   Exchequer  what 

was  the  aggregate  amount  of  loss 
incurred  in  the  licensing  trade  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  in  the  years  1905,  1906' 
and  1907,  respectively,  by  reason  of 
failures  of  retail  traders  to  meet  their 
liabilities. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this 
Question,  The  estimated  loss  to  creditors 
under  bankruptcies  and  deeds  of  ar- 
rangement by  reason  of  failures  of 
publicans  and  hotel-keepers  in  England 
and  Wales  in  the  years  1905,  1906,  and 
1907  is  as  foUows,  viz. : — 

£ 

In  the  vear  1905  -  382,124 
„  „  "  1906  -  276,145 
„     „         1907     -  287,233 

Oity  Hilk  Supply. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  medical  officer  of  th& 
City  of  London  recently  reported  in  some 
detail  upon  the  uns^t^^p^^pry,  opp^U^Qa 


4S9  Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Queslicns.  500 


of  the  milk  mppUed  within  the  City,  with 
suggestions  for  preventing  the  contamina- 
tion, of  such  milk ;  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  that  Report  with  certain 
representations  from  the  Corporation 
•based  thereon;  and  whether  he  intends 
dealing  with  the  subject  in  his  Bill. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT   BOARD  (Bfr.  John 

Burns,  Battersea) :  I  have  received  a  copy 
of  the  Report  referred  to.  As  I  stated  in 
reply  to  a  previous  Question  on  this 
subject^  I  trust  that  the  efiects  of  the  Bill 
which  I  hope  to  introduce  -will  be  to 
secure  more  satisfactory  control  over  the 
milk  supply  of  the  country. 

Anthxaz  in  tba  (Hty- 

Mb.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
report  of  the  inquest  held  in  the  City 
<kironer's  Court,  omllthMarch.ontfaedeath 
of  Mary  Ellen  Pooley  from  anthrax ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
a  death  from  anthrax  was  investigated 
in  the  same  Court  on  8th  February,  and 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  jury,  in 
which  the  City  Coroner  concurred,  that 
cases  of  anthrax  ought  to  be  included 
in  the  list  of  diseases  compulsorily  notifi- 
able to  medical  officers  of  health,  he 
will  take  steps  to  give  effect  to  that 
recommendation. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  report  of  this 
inquest.  As  I  stated  on  Monday  last, 
in  reply  to  a  Question  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Ashford  Division,  it  is 
iM>mpetent  for  a  sanitary  authority,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  to  make  cases  of  anthrax  in 
human  beings  compulsorily  notifiable  in 
their  district. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Will  the  right  hon. 
■Gentleman  issue  a  circular  urging  authori- 
ties to  make  it  compulsory  in  all  cases  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  will  consider 
that. 

Women  Clerks  in  the  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  MEAGHER  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he 
38  awu»  that  the  Hobhouse  Committee 


appointed  last  year  to  inquire  into  the 
wages  of  Post  0£B.ce  servants,  have  made 
several  recommendations  in  the  different 
departments  of  the  Post  OfG.ce  which  he 
promised  to  carry  out,  and  that  in  the 
case  of  women  clerks  employed  in  the 
savings  banks,  whose  old  scide  of  salary 
was  an  initial  one  of  £56.  with  annual  in- 
crements of  £2  IDs.,  the  Committee 
recommended  an  initial  salary  of  £65, 
with  annual  increments  of  £5 ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  according  to  present 
arrangements  the  initial  salary  is  £65 
without  any  increment  for  five  years,  he 
will  take  steps  to  give  such  increments 
as  were  recommended  by  the  Committee 
with  a  view  to  encoura^g  efficiency  in 
the  different  departments. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  The  recommendations  of  the  Select 
Committee  in  regard  to  women  clerks 
in  the  Savings  Bank  Department  have 
been  carried  out  in  full  already. 

Oivil  Service  Socialists- 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holdemess)  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  was  aware  that  a 
public  demonstration  was  held  by  the 
Civil  Servants'  Socialist  Society  at  Lam- 
beth Baths  on  27th  March,  and  whether 
this  demonstration  was  held  with  his 
approval  and  consent. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  My  atten- 
tion  has  not  been  called  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  :  Would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  like  a  copy  of  the 
bill  advertising  the  meeting  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  Anything 
the  hon.  Member  sends  me  I  shall  receive 
■with,  great  pleasure. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  Put  it  in  the 

tea-room. 

Excess  of  School-Places. 
Mr.  LANE-POX,  (Yorkshire,  W.R, 
Barkston  Ash) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  whether  he 
will  grant  a  Return  showing  the  excess 
of  school-places  over  average  attendance 
in  the  elementary  schools  in  jthe  area 
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of  each  local  authority  in  England 
during  the  past  year. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  McEenna.  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) :  Table  19  in  the  Statis- 
tical Volume  issued  hy  the  Board  gives 
the  number  of  school-places,  and  the 
average  attendance  in  the  area  of  each 
local  education  authority  for  the  statis- 
tical year  ending  Slst  July,  1906.  The 
figures  for  1906-7  will  be  published  in 
the  next  volume. 

Ucenees  on  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall 
Estates- 

Sib  RANDAL  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
Ha^erston) :  I  desire  to  ask  the  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  Treasury,  as  lepiesenting  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
whether  the  Duchy,  when  refusing  to 
renew  leases  of  their  property,  are  under 
any  statutory  obligation  to  compensate 
publicans,  shopkeepers,  manufacturers^ 
or  any  other  persons,  who  may  be  doing 
a  profitable  business,  at  the  expiration 
of  their  leases ;  and,  if  they  are  under 
no  statutory  obligation  to  do  so,  whether 
it  is  customary  for  the  Duchy  volun- 
tarily to  compensate  those  whose  business 
may  suffer  or  be  ruined  by  the  non- 
renewal of  their  leases. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN:  As  regards  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  the  reply  is 
in  tl^  negative.  With  regard  to  tiie 
second  part,  the  question  of  voluntary 
compensation  for  refusing  to  renew  leases 
has  not  arisen,  as  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  to  give  occupy- 
ing tenants  the  option  of  renewing  their 
tenancies. 

Sm  RANDAL  CREMER .  I  desire  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
whetiier  the  Duchy,  when  refusing  to 
renew  leases  of  their  property,  are 
under  any  statutory  obligation  to  com- 
pensate  pubUcans,  shopkeepers,  manu- 
facturers, or  any  other  persons  who  may 
be  doing  a  profitable  business  at  the 
eipiration  of  their  leases ;  and,  if  they 
are  under  no  statutory  obligation  to 
do  so,  whether  it  is  customary  for  the 
Duchy  to  voluntarily  compensate  those 
whose  busmesB  may  sufler  or  be  ruined 
by  ike  non-renewal  of  their  leases. 


•The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  DUCHY 
OP  LANCASTER  (Sir  Hensy  Fowler,. 
Wolverhampton,  B.) :  The  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  is  under  no  special  statutory^ 
obligation  as  to  compensation.  When^ 
after  full  consideration  of  all  the  interests 
involved,  a  renewal  of  a  lease  is  refused^ 
the  outgoing  lessee  would  only  receive 
such  compensation  as  he  may  be  entitled 
to  by  Statute  or  custom. 

CommiBsioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  and 
Licensed  Property. 

Sib  RANDAL  CREMER  :  I  desire  to> 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somezset, 
as  representing  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  whel^er  the  Com- 
missioners, when  refusing  to  renew  leases 
of  their  property,  are  under  any  statu- 
tory obligation  to  compensate  publicans, 
shopkeepers,  manufacturers,  or  any  other 
persons  who  may  be  doing  a  profitable 
business,  at  the  expiration  of  their 
leases ;  and  if  they  are  under  no  statu- 
tory obligation  to  do  so,  whether  it  is 
customary  for  the  Commissioners  to 
voluntarily  compensate  those  whose  busi- 
ness may  sufEer  or  be  ruined  by  the 
non-renewal  of  their  leases. 

Me.  RUNCIMAN:  Except  in  cases 
to  which  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Acts  may  apply,  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  are  not  under  statutory  obligation 
to  compensate  persons  to  whom  they 
may  be  unable  to  grant  renewed  leases, 
nor  is  it  customary  for  them  to  make 
such  x^rsons  compensation. 

Shetland  Herring  Fishuy- 

Mb.  MORTON  (Sutherhmd) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  herring  fishing  at 
Shetland,  their  only  industry,  is  threat 
ened  with  extinction  by  whaling ;  and 
whether  he  will,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  of  1904,  restrict  t^ie  licences 
granted  to  not  more  than  one  steamer 
for  eadi  station. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  The  in- 
formation before  me  does  not  bear  out 
the  anticipation  of  my  hon.  friend.  The 
Fishery  Board  is  the  licensing  authority 
and  they  cannot  impose  other  restrictions 
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authorised  by  the  Act  of  last  year.  That 
Act,  while  lestricting  all  new  licence 
holdeis  to  one  steamer,  instructs  the 
Fishery  Board  to  allow  additional 
steamers,  but  in  no  case  more  than  four 
in  all,  to  licence  holders,  whose  factories 
at  Ist  January,  1907,  were  la^e  enough 
to  require  such  additional  steamers  lor 
their  proper  working. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  received  a  petition  extensively 
signed  by  Irish  fishermen  in  support 
of  the  point  put  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
urging  that  whaling  in  either  British 
or  Irish  waters  would  be  destructive 
to  the  herring  fisheries ;  and,  if  so,  whetiher 
he  would  not  take  it  into  consideration. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  he  was  aware 
^hat  a  petition  was  signed  by  Irish 
fishermen  in  regard  to  whaling  on  the 

-coast  of  Ireland,  but  he  had  no  knowledge 
-of  any  further  action  on  their  part. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Bui^hs)  asked  whether,  in  the 
-event  of  its  being  proved  that  the  herring 
fishery  was  harmed  by  the  numerous 
whalers,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
limit  the  number  of  these  ships. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  that  no  limit 
could  be  placed  except  by  further  legisla- 
tion. When  the  circmnstancea  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  occurred, 
the  Government  would  take  them  into 
■consideration. 

Women  Voters  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  CoUege) :  'I  beg 
to  ask  t^e  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
the  Scottish  Education  Bill,  introduced 
last  week,  in  assimilating  the  School 
Board  franchise  to  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  will  deprive  women  of  the  votes 
they  now  have  in  the  election  of  School 
Boards. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  BiU  makes 
provision  for  assimilating  the  School 
Board  franchise  not  to  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  but  to  the  Parish  Coundil 
franchise  under  which  women  are  ad- 
mitted as  electors.  I  regret  that  in 
introducing  the  Bill  I  inadvertently 
spoke  of  the  Parliamentary  instead  of 
liie  Parish  C!ouncil  franchiBe. 


Mb.  watt  :  When  will  the  print  of 
the  Bill  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  On  Friday,  I  hope. 

United  Irish  Laacoe— Ballintnbba: 
Biandi. 

Captain  C31AIG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Ballintubber  branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League,  passed  23rd  Match  last,  pro- 
testing against  ^e  importation  by  the 
Coi^ested  Districts  Board  and  the  Estates 
Commissioners  of  migrant  tenants  from 
adjoining  districts  into  their  parish, 
and  pledging  themselves  to  rout  these 
migrants  from  their  midst ;  and  if  it 
is  intended  to  give  land  in  this  parish 
to  tenants  from  outside  and  to  afford 
them  adequate  protection  when  brought 
in. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  the  Estates 
Commissioners  both  inform  me  that 
they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  resolu- 
tion referred  to  in  the  Question,  and 
neither  of  these  bodies  have  yet  acquired 
land  in  the  parish  of  Ballintubber.  It 
would  be  premature  to  say  what  the 
intentions  of  the  Board  and  the  Com- 
missioners may  be  as  to  the  distribution 
of  the  lands,  if  any,  which  they  may 
hereaftOT  acquire  in  that  parish. 

Ennia  Shooting  Oatoftfe. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
farmer  called  Burke  was  shot  at  on 
Saturday,  21st  March  near  Ennis,  County 
dare,  and  that  Burke  has  lately  taken 
a  farm ;  will  he  6&y  if  any  one  has  been 
arrested  in  connection  with  this  offence ; 
if  it  is  intended  to  'bfford  adequate 
protection  to  Burke ;  and,  seeing  that 
this  man  has  become  a  centre  of  dis- 
turbance, whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  acquire 
compulsorily  Burke's  farm. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  It  is  reported  to 
the  police  that  Michael  Burke  was  fired 
at  on  21st  March.  A  man  has  been 
arrested  for  the  offence^  and  tiie  dnse 
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is  pending.  The  police  will  afford  all 
necessary  protection  to  Burke.  He  has 
not  lately  taken  any  farm,  but  last  year 
he  purchased  a  farm  under  the  Land 
Act.  I  do  not  quite  knov  what  implica- 
tion  is  inten^d  to  be  made  in  the  last 
part  of  the  Question,  but  in  any  event, 
the  Estates  Commissioners  do  not  com- 
pnlsorily  acquire  farms  which  are  subject 
to  a  land  purchase  annuity. 

Irish  Hilk  Snpplies. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Iiieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  if  any,  and  how  many,  of  tlie  Irish 
urban  authorities  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  right  to  take  special  precautions 
with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  the  milk 
supply;  and  whether  any  reports  on 
the  Bubiect  are  forthcoming. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  Forty-five  out  of  the 
nine^-five  urban  authorities  in  Ireland 
liave  adopted  local  regulations  for  the 
<:ontrol  of  the  milk  supply  under  the 
«xisting  Orders.  These  Orders  will  be 
supersMed  from  Ist  May  next  by  the 
recent  Dairies  and  Mllkshopa  (Ireland) 
Order,  1908,  which  embodies  the  pre- 
vious model  regulations  on  the  subject 
and  will  apply  uniformly  to  all  districts 
in  Ireland.  The  milk  supply,  together 
with  the  otiier  matters  afEecting  the 
public  health,  is  dealt  with  in  the  period- 
ical reports  of  the  Local  Government 
Board's  medical  inspectoM.  The  sub- 
stlince  of  these  reports  is  communicated 
to  the  sanitary  authorities  concerned, 
and  such  reports  as  possess  more  than 
local  interest  are  published  with  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

Mr.  MOORE :  As  this  question  of 
milk  supply  is  intimately  botmd  up  with 
the  question  of  the  condemnation  of 
tuberculous  cattle,  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  remove  the  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  working  of  that  branch  of 
inquiry  by  providing  that  half  the  com- 
pensation for  slaughtered  animals  shall 
be  provided  from  Government  sources  1 

Mb.  BIRRELL :  I  am  prepared  to 
consider  that  proposal. 


Orenville  Giasing  Lands. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  whetlier  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  concluded 
the  negotiations  for  purchase  of  the 
grazing  lands  on  the  estate  of  Sir 
Edward  Kinihan,  Glenville,  County  Cork  ; 
and,  if  so,  when  do  the  Commissioners 
anticipate  being  able  to  divide  the  lands 
into  allotments  and  proceed  to  allocate 
the  Same. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  not  yet  concluded  their 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  in  question,  and  therefore  cannot 
say  when  they  will  be  in  a  position  to 
distribute  the  lands. 

Darteer  Estate  Evicted  Tenant. 

Mr.  LARDNER  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  taken  any 
steps  to  effect  the  reinstatement  of  John 
lifeKenna,  who  vfaa  evicted  from  his  farm 
on  the  Dartrey  estate,  in  the  townland 
of  Cloghnart,  (3ounty  Monaghan,  or  what 
steps  they  propose  to  adopt  with  a  view 
to  providing  a  suitable  farm  for  him. 
■ 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  referred  this  case  to  one 
of  their  inspectors  with  a  view  to  pro- 
viding the  applicant  with  a  suitable  farm, 
if  possible. 

Stemes  Oharities,  Monaghan. 

Mr.  LARDNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  when  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  offered  the 
estate  of  the  Trustees  of  Stemes  Charities, 
situate  in  the  Counties  of  Monaghan  and 
Armagh,  for  sale  by  them  to  the  tenants ; 
when  it  will  be  inspected  by  the  Com- 
missioners ;  and  if  there  is  any  likeli- 
hood of  tha  sale  being  completed  at  an 
early  date. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Formal  proceedings 
for  the  sale  of  this  estate  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners  were  instituted  on  19th 
December,  1906.  The  Commissioners 
have  referred  thg,^  ^<gi©ogt^tor, 
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but  have  not  yet  received  his  Report  on 
the  estate.  It  is  not  at  present  possible 
to  say  when  the  sale  will  be  completed. 

Ub.  LABDNER:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  effect  of  this 
delay  has  been  an  addition  of  two  years 
to  the  pnxchase  money  ! 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  I  regret  the  delay 
which  very  oftra  occurs,  but  we  are 
doing  our  best  to  accelerate  matters. 

Sir  John  Keane's  Oappoanin  Estate. 

Mb.  O'SHEE  (Waterfoid,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  a^  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  an  in* 
spector  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  has 
inspected  the  holdings  proposed  to  be 
sold  on  the  estate  of  Sir  John  Keane, 
near  Cappoquin,  County  Waterford,  and 
when ;  whether  he  at  the  same  time 
inspected  the  larger  number  of  holdings 
on  the  estate  in  respect  of  which  the 
offer  of  the  landlord  was  refused  by  the 
tenants  as  unreasonable  and  exorbitant ; 
and,  if  not,  how  soon  he  or  some  other 
inspector  will  be  sent  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  holdings  for 
which  purchase  agreements  have  been 
lodged  have  not  yet  been  inspected,  but 
when  the  inspection  takes  place,  the 
inspector  will  also  visit  and  report  upon 
the  holdings  in  respect  of  which  purchase 
agreements  have  not  been  lodged.  The 
case  will  be  dealt  with  in  order  of  prio- 
rity, but  the  Estates  Commissioners 
cannot  at  present  name  a  date  for  the 
inspection. 

The  Aghatnbrid  Estate. 

Mr.  BOLAND  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lozd-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position 
to  say  if  the  Estates  Commisdoners  have 
received  an  answer  from  the  solicitor 
of  the  Aghatubrid  estate  of  the  late 
Mr.  J-  Leahy  to  the  letter  written 
by  the  CommiBsioners  last  week ;  and 
whether  the  present  owner  of  this  estate 
are  now  willmg  to  carry  out  the  agree- 
ment for  purchase  made  in  January, 
1907  ;  and  tan  he  state  what  justifica- 
tion is  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  owners 
''>r  issuing  processes  for  arrears  of  rent 


which  were  agreed  to  be  wiped  out  by 
the  late  owner. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  not  yet  received  a  reply.. 
I  informed  the  hon.  Member  on  27tii 
March  that  the  Commissioners  had  thai 
written  to  the  solicitor  giving  him  four- 
teen days  in  which  to  reply.  The  four- 
teen days  have  not  yet  expired. 

Mr.  BOLAKD:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  next  ^tnrday — 
4th  April — ^these  tenants  have  to  travel 
forty-five  miles  to  answer  Bummonsesf 


Mb.  BIRRELL; 
that. 


I  will  inquire  into 


Oarryfine  Evicted  Tenants- 

Mr.  O'SHAUOHNESST  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to- 
the  Lord-Iaeutensnt  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
say  what  steps  the  Estates  Commissioners 
are  taking  to  reinstate  Robert  and 
Jeremiah  Dunworth  in  the  farm  from 
which  they  were  evicted  at  Garrjrfine,  in 
the  County  cf  Limsrick,  on  the  Harkness 
estate. 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners are  unable  to  reinstate  the 
applicants  in  their  former  holding  which 
is  in  the  occupption  of  a  tenant,  but 
their  case  has  been  referred  to  an  in- 
spector with  the  object  of  providing^ 
them  with  another  holding  if  possible. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  Why  do- 
not  the  Estates  Commissioners  put  the- 
Evicted  Tenants  Act  in  force  in  this- 

case  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  It  is  Und  in  tiie^ 
occupation  of  a  tenant. 

Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Have  the- 
Estates  Commissioner  inquired  if  the 
tenancy  in  this  case  is  bogus  or  not  ? 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  They  have  made  in- 
quiries. 

Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  What  has 
been  the  result  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The^  do  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  M^^ft^§%GoOgle 
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The  Theft  of  the  Dahlin  Crown  Jewels. 

Major  COATES  (Lewiaham) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  o{  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  the  dates  between  which  the  Crown 
Jewels  must  have  been  stolen  from 
Dublin  Castle. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  ;  The  proceedings 
before  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  showed 
incontestably  that  whoever  stole  the 
Jewels  did  so  between  11th  June  and 
6th  July  of  last  year.  As  I  am  on  this 
subject,  I  may  refer  to  a  most  cowardly 
&l8ehood  connecting  the  name  of  Lord 
Haddo  with  the  theft  of  the  Jewels, 
which  has  obtained  wide  circulation  both 
in  Dublin  and  in  London,  and  has  found 
its  way  into  certain  newspapers.  Ridi- 
culous as  such  »  statement  may  appear, 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  maintain  total 
indifference  to  such  chaises.  I  am  able 
to  say,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  Lord 
Haddo  left  Dublin  on  7th  March.  1907, 
and  lived  in  Scotland  and  London  from 
that  time  without  intermission  until 
7th  December.  I  hope  this  statement 
may  put  an  end  to  the  business  of  the 
scandalmongers — in  this  particular  at  all 
events.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to 
mention  the  name  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  the  matter,  I  may  add  that  Lord 
Aberdeen  was,  from  the  first,  most 
anxious  that  there  should  be  the  fullest 
possible  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances 
attending  the  loss  of  the  Crown  Jewels, 
and  would  have  been  glad  if  it  had  been 
possible  to  call  into  existence  a  Statutory 
Commission  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MOORji!  :  Arising  out  of  that,  and 
fully  accepting  the  disclaimer  on  the  part 
of  Lord  Haddo,  will  title  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  equal  steps  for  the  pre- 
vention of  scandal-mongering  and  in- 
ainuations  apainst  Lord  Ashtown,  who 
has  been  equally  unfoiriy  abused  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order.  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  this  question. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
May  I  ask  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Dublin 
Herald  and  Athlone  Herald  were  asked 
to  resign  their  offices  by  the  Gorernment, 
and,  it  so,  why  was  that  done  1 

Mr.  BIBRELL  :  I  must  ask  for  notice 
of  that  Question. 

VOL.  CLXXXVn.  [Fourth  Skrhs.]  ' 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal. 
S.) :  Inasmuch  as  the  libels  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred 
have  been  published  in  England,  may  I 
ask  him  why  have  no  proceedings  been 
taken  for  criminal  libel  in  the  criminal 
Courts  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  That  is  a  very 
proper  question.  I  can  only  say  that 
legal  ad  vice  has  been  taken  on  the 
matter,  and  action,  or  rather  inaction, 
has  been  adopted  in  accordance  with  that 
advice. 

The  Qlenahiery  Outrage. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Ajitrim.  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Mr.  Kelly,  hardware  mer- 
chant, of  Waterford,  stated,  upon  the 
recent  hearing  of  the  appeal  in  Lord 
Ashtown's  case,  that  immediately  after 
the  outrage  at  Glenahiery  he  informed 
the  poUce  in  Waterford  that  upon  23rd 
July,  1907,  a  stranger  had  purchased  in 
his  shop  60  pounds  of  blasting  powder 
and  16  feet  of  fuse ;  and  that  County- 
Inspector  Jennings,  upon  the  same 
occasion,  stated  upon  oath  that  upon 
16th  August  he  was  made  aware  of  this 
purchase ;  will  he  state  the  reason 
why  this  fact  was  not  communicated  to 
District-Inspector  Preston,  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  ease,  until  16th  Septem- 
ber or  to  the  Inspector- General  until 
3rd  October ;  and  can  he  explain  why 
no  reference  of  any  kind  to  this  vital  and 
material  fact  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
reports  of  County  Inspector  Jennings. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) :  The  facts  are  as  stated  in  the 
first  two  parts  of  the  Question,  save 
that  County-Inspector  Jennings  became 
aware  of  the  purchase  on  I7tfa  not  16th 
of  August.  The  Inspector-Creneral  in- 
forms me  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
information  from  Mr.  Kelly  every  efEort 
was  made  by  the  Waterford  and  other 
police  to  char  up  the  matter.  While  this 
inquiry  was  proceeding  in  certain  direc- 
tions, and  particiUarly  until  some  con- 
nection could  be  shown  between  the 
purchase  of  the  powder  from  Mr.  Kelly 
and  the  explosion  at  Glenahiery,  the 
Waterford  police^,^^^  jj<g0^Je  it 
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neoesBary  to  inform  District- Inspector 
Preston  or  the  Inspector-General  of  the 
facts.  Ab  the  result  of  the  police  en- 
quiries it  was  not  found  posnble  to 
establish  any  connection  between  the 
pnxchaae  of  the  powder  at  Waterford 
and  the  explosion  at  Glenahiery,  and 
ioT  this  reason  no  reference  was  made 
to  the  matter  in  the  repcniB. 

Mb.  MOOBE  asked  why  the  informa- 
tion was  oonunnmoated  to  Distriot- 
InspectOT  Preston  an.  16th  September 
if  there  was  no  connection  between 
the  two. 

Mb.  cherry  :  I  cannot  inform  the 
hon.  Member.  If  he  will  put  down  a 
Question,  I  will  make  inquiries. 

Mb.  CHARLES CRA16  :  Ibegtoask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  fact  that 
upon  23rd  July,  1907,  a  stranger  had 
purchased  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Kelly,  of 
Waterford,  60  pounds  of  blasting  powder 
and  16  feet  of  fuse  was  a  vital  and 
material  matter  for  any  narrative  of 
facts  to  be  supplied  to  Lord  Ashtown 
prior  to  tb»  investigation  of  his  claim 
on  2lBt  8e|)tember,  1907,  before  the 
County  Court  Judge  of  'Waterford; 
whether  the  fact  of  this  purchase  was 
known  to  County-Inspeotor  Jennings 
on  16th  August  and  to  District-Inspector 
Preeton  on  \6ik  September ;  and,  if 
so,  can  he  explain  why  no  information 
of  tlie  fact  was  at  any  time  supplied  to 
Lord  Ashtown;  will  he  ezplam  why 
District-Inspector  Preston,  with  this 
knowledge  in  lus  poBsessiou  on  16th  Sep- 
tember, not  only  made  no  mention  of  it 
before  the  County  Court  Judge  on  21st 
September,  but  upon  the  contrary  swore 
that  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  police 
had  failed  to  teaoe  or  ^ace  the  purchase 
of  Hke  powder  or  fuse. 

Mb.  CHERRY :  The  police  at  Water- 
ford were  informed  that  on  23rd  July 
an  unknown  man  purchased  in  Mr. 
Kelly's  shop  66  pounds  of  blasting  pow- 
der and  throe  coils  of  fuse.  The  fact  of 
HoA  purchase  became  known  to  County- 
In^KCtor  Jennings  on  17th  August, 
and  to  District-Inspector  I^ton  about 
16th  September.  Tbis  answen  the  sup- 
plementary Question  put  just  now,  I 


think.  Upon  hearing  of  the  matter 
County -Inspector  Jennings  at  once  in- 
stituted most  exhaustive  inquiries.  The 
police  have  been  unable  to  tnce  the 
person  who  purchased  the  powder  or  to 
ascertain  what  became  of  it,  and,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  no  connection  what- 
ever has  been  established  between  it  and 
the  explosion  at  Glenahiery.  It  was  con- 
sidered unnecessary  therefore  to  give 
information  of  the  fact  to  Lord  Ashtown , 
as  the  police  officers  referred  to  did  not 
think  that  tiie  fact  of  the  purchase  could 
&>rm  an  element  in  the  case  in  the  total 
absence  of  evidence  connecting  it  vrith 
the  explosion. 

Mb.  MOORE  :  May  I  draw  attention 
to  the  fact— [Cries  of  "  No  *']— that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered 
the  last  part  of  the  Question. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  is  the  Question 
which  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  has 
asked  shall  be  put  down. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  just  said  he  has  answered  it,  and 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  he 
has  not. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  better  put  it  down. 

Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  part  of  the 

Question — why  the  inspector,  with  this 
knowledge  in  his  possession,  not  only 
made  no  mention  of  it  before  the  County 
Court  Judge  on  21st  September,  but 
swore  that  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
police  had  failed  to  trace  the  purchase 
of  the  fuse  ? 

Mb.  CHERRY :  That  is  quite  true. 
They  tried  to  trace  it,  and  they  had  a 
suspicion  on  the  subject,  but  it  was  only 
asnsiocion. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Goun^-Inspector  Jennings  at  the 
Waterford  Assises  in  March  last,  stated 
upon  oath  that,  from  the  date  of  the 
explorion  at  Glenahiery  on  14th  August, 
1907,  up  to  the  moment  he  was  giving 
evidence,  he  h»d^  aww  ^  ve^rtained 
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even  the  slightest  sospidon  of  Jjord 

Afihtown  in  connection  with  the  outrage, 
and  that  District-Infipector  Preston 
stated  upon  oath  in  Dongarvan  on  2l8t 
September  last,  and  again  at  Waterford 
Assises  on  4th  March  laat,  that  he  never 
intended  to  make  anj  suggestion  or 
cha^  against  Loid  A^tovn  in  connec- 
tion with  the  outrage,  and  that  nevei  at 
any  time  was  he  in  possession  of  any 
evidence  that  would  justify  any  such 
suggestion  or  charge,  and  that  the  county 
council  and  the  ratepayers  at  Waterford 
Assises  in  Uaxch.  last  expressly  dis- 
clumed  and  Mpndiated  tuough  their 
counsel  any  audi  suggestion  or  chai^, 
and  cUd  the  Gounty  Court  Judge  in 
September  last,  and  the  Judge  of  Assise 
in  March  last,  declare  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  foundation  for  any 
such  suggestion  or  chaise  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  these  facts.  His  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  main  any  charge 
against  Lord  Aahtown. 

Mb.  cherry  :  The  proceedings  in 
this  case  both  before  the  County  Court 
Judge  and  the  Assise  Court  were  fully 
reported  in  the  newspapers  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  can  refer.  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  evidence  or  the  statemente 
of  the  Judges  and  others  are  correctly 
summarised  in  the  Question  or  not. 
The  Govemmffiit  have  not  at  present 
in  their  poBBeBsi<m  information  which 
would  justify  them  in  making  a  (iharge 
against  any  person  in  connection  with 
the  occurrence. 

Qahray  AManH  TriaL 

Caftaut  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  if  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  trial 
at  Galway  of  John  Joyce,  Peter  Joyce, 
and  John  Walsh,  for  an  assault  on  Police 
Constable  Joseph  flaslett ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  juries  at  Galway  and  also  in 
Limerick  had  already  twice  previously 
disagreed  in  the  case  of  these  men; 
that  Mr.  Justice  Dodd  at  the  third  tria 
said  that  the  case  was  quite  plain  for 
the  jury  to  deal  with,  and  that  the  only 
evidence  was  against  the  traversers, 
but  the  jury  insisted  on  acquitting 
them;  and  if  he  intends  to  call  for 
a  Report  from  the  learned  Judge,  or 
wlut  farther  step  dora  he  intend  to  take 
to  vindicate  the  lav  in  this  caae. 


Mb.  CHERRY:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  trial  of  the  persons 
referred  to  in  the  Question,  inasmuch 
as  they  were  prosecuted  by  me  as 
Attomey-GeneraL  At  the  third  trial, 
as  stated  in  the  Question,  the  jury 
acquitted  the  jnisoners,  and  no  furthco: 
st^  can  be  taken  against  them.  The 
letfned  Judge  in  his  charge  said  that 
the  case  was  quite  plain  for  the  jury  to 
deal  with,  and  that  he  felt  that  they 
would  do  their  duty,  as  jurors,  according 
to  the  evidenoe. 

Mb,  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  Is  it  not 
the  caae  that  a  person  tried  for  a  criminal 
offence  and  acquitted  cannot  be  retried, 
as  the  acquittal  is  an  absolute  bar  to 
further  proceedings  f 

Mb.  CHERRY:  That  is  as  I  have  said.. 

Irish  Laea  Franda. 

Ur.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  8.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  hia  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  successful 
prosecution  on  27th  March,  by  the  Irish 
Industrial  Development  Association,  of 
the  French  firm  La  Samaritaine,  trading 
at  99,  Regent  Street,  London,  for  ex- 
posing and  selling  as  Irish  lace  a  crochet 
blouse  made  in  France ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  fine  of  £20  was  imposed 
on  the  defendants ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  the  case  to  the  lace 
classes  carried  on  under  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  he  will  state  what  steps 
he  proposes  to  take  in  order  to  acquaint 
those  classes  with  the  unfair  competition 
by  which  they  are  being  menaced,  and 
in  Older  to  saf^^rd  the  intereata  of  the 
Irish  lace  industry. 

Thb  VICE-PRESIDENT  op  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE  pgr 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone, 
S.) :  My  rifpLt  hon.  friend  has  asked  me 
to  answer  this  Queatwn.  The  Depart- 
ment are  aware  of  these  frauds,  and  sent 
two  witnesses  to  give  evidence  in  the 
cases  in  question.  One  of  these  witneaaea, 
namely,  Miss  Anderson,  the  Home  In- 
dustries Inspectress,  gives  information 
concerning  such  matters  to  the  classes 
which  work  in  coimeotion  with  the  De- 
partment, but  the  remedy  does  not  lie 
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of  Trade  are  empowered  by  the  Mer- 
chandise Harks  Act,  1891,  to  iindertake 
the  proseoution  of  offences  nnder  the 
Herchandise  Marks  Act,  1887,  in  cases 
which  appear  to  the  Board  to  affect  the 
general  interests  of  the  country,  or  of  a 
section  of  the  community  or  of  a  trade, 
and  ill  which  they  are  furnished  with 
evidence  sufficient  to  justify  them  in 
undertaking  the  prosecution.  In  answer 
to  a  recent  Question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Ck>rk  County,  I  stated 
that  the  Department  would  be  prepared 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  for  such  action  as  they  may 
think  desirable,  any  cases  of  fraud  affect- 
ing Irish  industries  that  might  come 
under  their  notice.  I  also  stated  that 
the  Department  were  aware  of  the  action 
of  the  Irish  Industrial  Development 
-^Usociation  in  this  respect,  and  that  I 
consider  that  much  of  ^is  work  can  be 
most  effectively  done  by  such  an  agency 
representative  of  the  traders  themselves. 

Me.  BOLAND  :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man answer  the  last  part  of  the  Question  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  Depart- 
ment are  considering  the  desirability  of 
strengthening  the  staff  working  in  Great 
Britain. 

Inferior  Calf  Meals  sold  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  HALPIN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  what 
action  his  Department  have  taken  with 
regard  to  the  analysis  of  calf  meals  since 
his  reply  to  a  Question  on  this  subject 
in  August  last ;  will  he  state  whether,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Department,  calf 
meals  are  extensively  sold  in  Ireland 
which  are  inferior  in  quality  and  ex- 
travagant in  price ;  whether  the  calf 
meal  *'  Linko  *'  is  still  being  sold ; 
whether  his  Department  consider  this  a 
suitable  calf  meal ;  and,  if  not,  what 
steps  it  is  proposed  to  take  to  warn 
farmers  against  the  use  of  this  and  other 
unsuitable  nuterials  during  the  coming 
season. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  Depart- 
ment have  continued  to  examine  samples 
of  calf  meals  submitted  to  them  for 
analysis  by  the  County  ApicuHural  In- 
structors ;  the  analyses  of  these  samples 


show  that  calf  meals  are  still  extensively 
sold  in  Ireland  which  are  inferior  in 
quality  and  extravagant  in  price.  The 
calf  meal,  **  Linko,"  is  still  being  im- 
ported into  Ireland;  the  Department 
do  not  consider  this  meal  to  be  bt  all 
suitable  for  use  with  separated  milk 
for  calf  rearing  purposes.  Agricultural 
instructors  are  now  attached  to  every 
county,  and  farmers  can  obtain  advice 
from  them  as  to  the  character  of  the 
meals  which  they  should  use.  The 
Department  will  continue  to  examine 
any  meals  submitted  to  them  for  analysis 
by  these  instructors.  A  placard  is  again 
being  exhibited  at  every  police  barracks 
in  Ireland  warning  farmers  to  be  careful 
in  their  purchase  of  materials  for  calf 
feeding  purposes. 

Carlisle  Pier,  Kingstown. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  heg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
'will  cause  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  forthwith  all  correspondence 
that  has  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  use 
of  the  Carlisle  Pier,  Kingstown,  by 
vessels  other  than  the  mul  steamers, 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  Conuoia- 
sionera  of  Public  Works,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Kingstown  Harbour,  t^e 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company,  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  (Company,  and  any  other  steam- 
boat company,  or  any  individual  or 
indiviHuals,  or  Government  Department, 
between  1st  January,  1907,  and  the 
present  date ;  and  whether  he  will  now 
publish  all  the  correspondence  and  papers 
dealit^  with  the  agreement  come  to  in 
1898  when  it  was  agreed  by  the  Treasury 
to  pay  £6,500  per  annum  for  the  accelera- 
tion of  the  day  mail  service,  and  the 
correspondence  relating  to  the  altered 
arrangements  now  

Mb.  BUNCIMAN:  I  will  conaidar 
what  Papers  can  be  laid. 

BiB.  JOHN  REDMOND:  WiU  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  give  his 
immediate  attention  to  this  matter,  as  it 
is  one  of  the  greatest  possible  urgency ! 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  understand  pro* 
ceedings  are  taking  place  to-day  which 
bear  upon  the  dupute  i^;arding  the 
harbour  of  Kingstown,  (^nnot  the  hon. 
Member  give  m<^)|?|4ffl^®h3gte 
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Ur.  BUNCIUAN  :  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  do  so  withiu  a  day  or  two.  I  will  lose 
no  time. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company 
have  taken  proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  here  to  restrain  the  steamers 
of  the  London  and  North- Western  Bail- 
way  Company  from  going  to  Carlisle 
Wharf*  and  will  the  Goremment  not 
see  their  way,  pending  the  decision 
in  those  proceedings  which  I  understand 
are  to  be  expedited  in  every  way,  to 
suspend  their  permission  for  the  steamers 
to  go  to  that  wharf,  by  which  permission 
the  issue  in  the  Chancery  proceedings 
is  really  prejudged  ?' 

BUNCIMAN:   I  shall  have  to 
consult  my  advisers. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Is  there 
not  another  wharf  at  Kingstown  to 
which  the  London  and  NorUi-Westem 
Railway  can  go  for  the  next  week  or 
ten  days  before  the  decision  of  the 
Gonrt  of  Chanoery  is  come  tof  Do 
the  Govemment  think  it  fair  for 
the  decision  of  the  Court  to  be  pre- 
judged by  allowing  the  steamers  to  go  to 
tikis  wharf  now  ? 

Mb.  BUNCIUAN:  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Member  knows  quite  well  tiiat  we  do 
not  desire  to  prejudge  the  dedsion  of  the 
Court  in  this  matter.  I  cannot  answer 
on  this  very  complicated  question  with- 
out notice. 

Olubs  and  the  Licensing  Bill. 
Mb.  pike  pease  (Dailington) :  On 
behalf  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon.  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Clauses  36  to  42  of 
the  Licensing  Bill  are  solely  designed 
for  the  registration  of  clubs  which,  under 
the  definition  contained  in  Clause  28  of 
the  Licensing  Act  of  1902,  are  not  con- 
ducted in  good  &ith,  but  are  clubs  only 
in  name,  he  will  withdraw  the  clauses 
referred  to  from  the  Bill,  or  will  insert 
an  excepting  clause  or  proviso  confining 
the  proposed  legislation  to  clubs  not 
conducted  in  good  faith,  and  exempting 
from  the  operation  of  the  Act  the 
tbooflanda  of  well-condncted  dubs  which 


are  frequented  by  men  and  women  of 
all  classes  of  society  in  every  part  of 
England. 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire, 
K.) :  The  clauses  referred  to,  so  far  from 
being  *'  solely  designed  for  the  registra- 
tion of  clubs,  whidi  are  not  conducted 
in  good  faith,"  have  for  their  principal 
object  the  ezdnsion  of  such  clubs  from 
registration.  There  is  no  intention  to 
hamper  the  liberties  of  bona  fide  clubs, 
and  the  Government  are  giving,  and  will 
continue  to  give,  very  careful  con- 
sideration to  all  proposals  which  may 
be  made  for  the  improvement  of  these 
clauses. 

Tempnanca  0In1»  and  the  Ueenring  Bill. 

Mb.  WEDGWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  would 
consider  the  advisability  of  inserting  in 
the  Licensing  Bill  a  clause  to  show  con- 
clusively that  temperance  clubs  in  wMch 
no  alcoholic  liquor  is  sold  will  be  excluded 
from  the  purview  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  ASQUITH :  Part  IV.  of  the  Bill 
deals  only  with  clubs  which  are  regis- 
tered under  the  Licensing  Act,  1902. 
Such  registration  is  only  required  when 
it  is  desired  that  alcoholic  drinks  should 
be  supplied  upon  the  club  premises^  and, 
thus,  clubs  wMch  do  not  seek  ^e  privilege 
of  supplying  liquor  are  in  no  way  affected 
by  the  Bill 

Private  Uembers*  FriTileges. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  tiie  Exdiequer  whether, 
when  there  are  no  Notices  of  Motions  to 
be  discussed  at  8.15  on  Wednesdays,  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Ctovemment  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
thereby  preventing  the  consideration 
of  private  Members'  Bills  on  that  ni^t 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  No,  Sir;  the  occur- 
rence happens  so  infrequ«itly  that  the 
Govemment  have  formed  no  fixed  in- 
tention on  the  subject.  They  would 
always  be  guided  in  such  a  case  by  regard 
to  the  general  cfmvenience  of  the  House. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentiy«d!«tf  ^«A>dhl^f^  a 
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sympathetic  leply  to  the  following  Ques- 
tion, whether,  swing  that  for  two  years 
he  had  been  trying  to  get  a  place  iot  a 
measure  deeply  affecting  a  class  of 
people  in  whose  welfa^  he  was  much 
concerned,  and  seeing  that  that  oppor- 
tunity occurred  on  Wednesday  last 
when  the  Bill  had  the  first  place,  and 
seeing  

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  observations  are 
rather  in  the  nature  of  a  q>eech. 

Hb.  JESSE  COLLINOS  asked  whether 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  would,  in  fair- 
ness, give  an  opportunity  for  the  con- 
sideration of  tliAt  Bill,  seeing  that  the 
opportunity  was  snatched  away. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  No,  Sir  ;  the  oppor- 
tunity was  not  snatched  away  at  all. 
My  ri^t  hon.  friend  acted  in  conjunction 
with  those  who  represent  the  opinion 
of  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  what  was  done  was  d<me  for 
the  general  convenience  of  the  Kmse.  I 
am  afraid  I  cannot  offer  any  special 
facilities. 

Hb.  SWIPT  MACNEILL  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  special  ^cilities  to  every  Motion 
dealing  with  three  acres  and  a  cow  1 

[No  Answer  was  retnxned.] 

Irish  Land  Purchase. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in  view 
of  tlie  losses  incurred  in  tJie  flotation  of 
Land  Stock  and  in  the  paym^it  of  a 
bonus  of  12  per  cent,  to  Irish  landlords 
who  agree  to  sell,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  meeting  a  portion  of  the 
same  by  imposing  a  tax  of  12  per  cent, 
on  incomes  derived  from  the  tenanted 
and  untenanted  lands  of  landlords  who 
decline  to  sell. 

Mb.  ASQUITH :  I  do  not  tiiink  the 
suggestion  is  a  practicable  one. 

Licensing  Bednction  Schemes- 

Mb.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  tQ  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Ejxehequer  whether  it 
<«  contemplated   that   the  reduction 


schemes  to  be  prepared  by  the  licensing 
justices  under  Clause  6  of  the  Licensing 
Bill  shall  specify  the  particular  licenses 
to  be  discontinued ;  and  whether  in  that 
case  steps  will  be  taken  to  ensure  that 
no  Government  Department  owning 
licensed  houses  shall  have  information 
earlier  than  the  general  public  of  the 
houses  with  which,  it  is  proposed  to  deal. 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  No,  Sir.  Under 
Clause  7.  the  particular  licences  to  be 
extinguished  are  to  be  selected  by  the 
licensing  justices,  after  the  scheme  has 
been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Licensing  Commission ;  and  it  is  ex- 
plicitly provided  that  the  selection  of 
Ucences  for  extinction  shall  be  in  the  free 
and  unqualified  discretion  of  the  licensing 
justices. 

Inwwts  of  Tobacco  Samplai. 

Mb.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  whether  samples  of  American 
tobacco  are  admitted  into  this  country 
upon  the  deposit  of  the  duty  payable ; 
whether,  and  under  what  circumstances* 
such  deposit  is  refunded  ;  whether  similar 
concessions  have  been  made  in  the  case 
of  Colonial  tobacco  from  Rhodesia ;  and, 
if  not,  on  what  grounds  this  preferential 
treatment  is  given  to  the  Uuted  States 
of  America. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  Samples  of  tobacco 
imported  from  the  United  States  of 
America  are  admitted  upon  deposit  of 
the  duty  payable  (or  on  bond  being 
entered  into  for  the  amount  thereof)  if 
brought  by  commercial  travellers  of  that 
country.  The  deposit  is  refunded  (or 
the  bond  cancelled)  when  the  samples 
are  re-exported  or  placed  in  a  bonded 
warehonse.  The  concession  has  been 
granted  in  consequence  of  the  Agreement 
between  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  signed  at  London  on  19th  Novem- 
ber last.  The  Board  of  Customs  have 
intimated  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
they  see  no  objection  to  the  extension 
to  the  British  Colonies  of  the  special 
facilities  for  clearance  of  samples  brought 
by  commercial  travellers,  if  this  should 
be  considered  desirable,  provided  t^t 
like  facilities  are  granted  there  to 
commercial  travel!^,  ftpm^this  country. 
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Th9  Htfnsliiff  BUL 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  Gteorge's,  Han- 
ovei  Smiare) :  I  beg  to  askHr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  reference  to  the 
Housing  Bill,  whether,  as  this  is  a  very 
long  and  intricate  measure  which  pro- 
ceeds to  enact  very  largely  by  reference 
to  other  Acts,  he  will  uk  the  Preaidwit 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  cir- 
culate an  explanatory  Memorandum 
with  the  BUI  ? 

Mr.  ASQmXH  :  Yes,  Sir,  I  wiU  cer- 
tainly ask  him. 


PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum  in 
reference  to  the  Port  of  Lraidon  Bill." — 
(Mr.  UmfdrGeorge.) 

Gopy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  109.] 


INCEST  BILL. 
Reported,  with  an  Amendment,  from 
Standing  Committee  A. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  110.] 

Minutes  of  'the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
[No.  110.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  taken  intr  considera- 
tion upon  Friday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  18&.] 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES   (ADMISSION  OF 
THE  PRESS)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from 
Standing  Committee  A. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  111.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
[No.  111.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing 
Comniittee),  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tum  upon  Friday,  26th  Jmie,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  186.] 


CHAIBUEN'S  PANEL. 
Mr.  Stdabt-Wobtley  reported  from 
the  Chairmen's  Panel;  That  they  had 
appointed  Mr.  liauience  Hardy  to  be 
Chairman  of  Standing  Committee  B*  and 
Mr.  John  William  ^Ison  to  be  Chairman 
of  Standing  Committee  C. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Leave  given  to  the  Chaiimen*B  ^nel 
to  me^  a  Special  Report. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Special  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  112.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  113.] 


SELEOnON  (STANDING  G0HMITTBE8). 
Sir  WxLLtAU  BRAMFTOir  GUBDON  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A : 
Mr.  Carlile  and  Sir  Francis  Lowe ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  Agricultural  Education  in  Ele- 
mentary Schools  Bill) :  discount  Iforpeth 
and  Sir  Philip  Magnus. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  \ 


TRUSTS  BILL. 
The  Select  Committee  on  the  Trusts 
Bill  was  nominated  of : — ^Mr.  Beale,  Mr. 
Clancy,  Mr.  Cave,  Dr.  Hani,  Mr.  Bills, 
Mr.  Micklem,  Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Mr. 
Radford,  Mr.  Rendall,  Mr.  Stewart- 
Smith,  uid  Mr.  Salter. 

Ordered,  "That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records." 

Ordered,  '*That  Three  be  th«  quonun." 
— (JIfr.  WkUdesf,) 


PROSECUTION  OF  OFFENCES  (AMEND- 
MENT) [EXPENSES]. 

Resolution  reported, — "  That  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  authorise  the  payment  out'  of 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament  of  tiie 
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of  Public  Prosecutions  and  assistant 
directors  appointed  under  any  Act  of 
the  present  session  to  amend  the  Prosecu- 
tion of  Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884, 
and  of  the  Ezpenses  incuired  in  pursuance 
of  such  Act." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

SiE  F.  BANBXJBY  (City  of  London) 
moved  an  Amendment  to  limit  such 
salaries  to  £3,000.  He  said  he  regretted 
the  Pre^dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
not  remained  in  his  seat,  because  tiie 
light  hon.  Gentleman  himself  moved  a 
similar  Amendment  to  a  similar  Besolu- 
tion  four  years  ago,  and  he  would  like 
to  know  how  it  was  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  not  supporting  him  in  the 
example  he  himself  had  given.  He 
waa'jprepued  to  admit  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment,  although 
baaed  on  tiie  aame  premisses,  was  nolf  so 
reasonable  as  his  own,  bat  he  wished  it 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  now  led  the  House, 
voted  for  that  Amendment  and  was 
present  through  the  whole  debate,  so 
that  he  had  no  excuse  for  suggesting 
that  he  went  into  the  lobby  without 
knowing  what  exactly  was  before  the 
^use  and  what  had  tranB|dFed  in  the 
course  of  the  cUscnsmon.  Indeed,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  that  occasion 
actually  went  so  far  as  to  arraign  the 
action  of  the  then  Government.  He 
noticed  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  although  in  the  House, 
was  looking  other  way;  perhaps 
he  was  r^^tting  he  had  not  followed 
the  exam^  of  his  colleagues  and  left 
the  House,  for  he  also  made  an  extremely 
eloquent  speech  in  support  of  that 
Amendment,  and  if  he  had  forgotten  it 
he  would  be  only  too  pleMed  to  refresh 
his  memory  by  reading  the  report  from 
Haruard,  with  a  copy  of  which  he  had 
fortified  himself.  But  that  was  not 
all.  S<miB  ten  days  ago  in  Committee 
on  the  Besolution  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  Attorney-General — who,  although 
he  took  no  part  in  the  debate, 
certainly  voted  for  the  Amendment 
to  which  he  had  referred  —  to 
the  fact  that  the  Besolution  did  not 
appear  on  the  Order  Paper — an  omission 
winch  gave  rise  to  the  debate  of  8th 
June,  1904.   It  was  true  that  the  Besolu- 


tion appeared  in  the  Votes,  but  then  hon. 
Members  had  not  time  to  read  through 
all  those  Papers  in  order  to  see  if  any  of 
the  Notices  had  reference  to  the  business 
for  the  day,  and  it  certainly  would  very 
much  simplify  matters  for  every  Member 
of  Parliament  if  there  appeared  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  the  day  all  Resolutions 
and  Notices  which  referred  to  the  par- 
ticular business  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  pleaded 
the  other  day  that  he  was  not  very  pro- 
ficient in  Parliamentary  procedure  gave 
a  distinct  pledge  —  [the  AttobnsY' 
General  dissented] — gave  a  distinct 
pledge,  as  he  would  see  on  reference  to 
Hansard  when  printed — that  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  any  error  he  would  remedy 
it.  Yet  in  spite  of  that  the  very  same 
cause  of  complaint  existed  that  day  and 
the  Resolution  he  had  to  move  did  not 
appear  on  tite  Paper ;  indeed,  he  doubted 
i{  with  the  exception  of  himself  and 
possibly  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
there  was  a  Member  of  the  House  who 
had  seen  the  Resolution.  He  would  ask 
the  Attorney-General  how  it  was  that, 
having  given  a  distinct  pledge  in  this 
matter,  he  had  not  carried  it  out.  He 
had  also  a  question  to  put  to  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who  also  made 
a  speech  on  the  ocoauon  he  had  referred 
to  and  complained  tiiat  the  Home  Office 
had  made  no  estimate  whatever  of  the 
expenses  likely  to  be  incurred.  Inci- 
dentally, he  might  say  that  none  had 
been  made  in  this  instance.  But  the 
Financial  Secretary  on  the  occasion  in 
question  waft  extremely  eloquent  and 
talked  in  a  most  determined  manner 
about  the  bad  practices  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernment. A  week  ago  only  he  asked  the 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would  kindly  com- 
municate to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  feeling  which  existed  on  that 
side  of  the  House  and  request  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  take  steps  to  avoid 
a  recurrence  of  what  they  considered  to  be 
an  unnecessary  concealment  of  busi- 
ness to  be  taken  by  the  House.  The 
Financial  Secretary  in  reply  to  that 
appeal  nodded  and  smiled,  but  so  far 
as  he  could  see  there  had  been  no  other 
result.  If  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  were  right  in  their  assertion 
fotu'  years  ago  <that  the  Government 
were  acting  wrongly,  what  was  their 
position  to-day^?^  J^^^^^^^g  to 
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stand  up  in  a  white  sheet  and  express 
penitence  for  their  own  shortcomings, 
or  were  they  going  to  carry  out  their  own 
promises?  He  thought  the  Attorney- 
General  might  have  made  a  better 
defence  than  he  did  a  week  ago.  He 
wished  to  be  perfectly  fair  to  him  in 
the  matter ;  he  might  have  retorted  that 
lie  (Sir  F.  Banbury)  was  in  the  same 
boat  because  he  voted  in  a  contrary  way 
four  yeara  ago.  He  was  prepared  to 
admit  having  done  that,  but  he  desired 
at  the  same  time  to  give  the  reason 
for  his  action.  The  Amendment  on 
that  occasion  was  moved  by  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  who  now  held  office  as 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  It 
was  not  such  a  good  Amendment  as  the 
one  he  vm  now  submitting,  for  the 
reason  that  it  curtailed  and  limited  the 
expenditure  over  the  whole  Depart- 
ment, whereas  his  own  Amendment 
only  limited  it  in  so  far  as  the  Director 
and  Assistant  Director  were  concerned, 
and  it  was  a  very  important  dis- 
tinction. Then  agun,  four  years  ago, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mixed  up 
two  questions — not  only  that  of  expendi- 
ture, but  also  whether  Resolutions  such 
as  these  ought  to  appear  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  whether  or  not  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Treasury  to  have  made  an 
estimate.  That  was  one  of  the  points 
on  which  the  division  took  place,  and  it 
so  happened  that  on  that  occasion  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  the 
Treasury  to  have  made  an  estimate — 
an  accurate  estimate — of  the  possible 
expenditure.  Now  he  had  avoided  those 
difficulties  on  this  occasion  by  making 
his  Amendment  applicable  only  to  the 
salaries  of  the  well-known  and  recognised 
officials,  as  to  whom  there  could  be  no 
doubt  what  the  cost  would  be.  That 
consequently  justified  his  change  of 
front.  The  only  point  that  remained 
was  whether  or  not  these  Resolutions 
should  have  appeared  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  on  that  he  would  point  out 
that  that  was  a  matter  over  which  he, 
as  a  private  Member,  had  no  control, 
and  seeing  that  he  could  not  distinguish 
as  between  different  parts  of  the  Amend- 
ment four  years  ago,  he  submitted  that  he 
was  justified  in  not  voting  agunst  his 
own  Party  when  the  result  might  have 
beoi  to  turn  his  own  friends  oofc  «f  office. 


What  would  have  been  the  outcome  of 
such  a  proceeding ! 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  should  confine  his  remarks  to 
his  Amendment. 

Sib  F.  BANBURY  said  he  would  do 
so.  That  Amendment  limited  the  ex- 
penditure to  £4,000  when  proposed  a 
week  ago,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  in  opposing  it  then  said  the 
reduction  was  too  la^e.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  meet  him  in  that  matter. 
He  did  not  wish  to  place  him  either  in 
the  disadvantageous  position  of  having 
too  much  money  voted,  for  he  quite 
sympathised  with,  and  was  always  ready 
to  help  him  in  any  effort  to  economise, 
especially  as  at  the  present  time  economy 
was  very  necessary.  He  had,  therefore, 
altered  his  Amendment  and  reduced  the 
figure  to  £3,000,  tor  it  was  evident  that  if 
£4,000  was  too  much,  £3,000  was  more  or 
less  the  exact  figure  that  might  be  saved. 
Was  there  any  reason  why  those  figures 
should  not  be  inserted  in  the  Resolution  1 
He  quite  admitted  that  when  a 
new  Department  was  set  up  it  was 
impossible  to  say  exactly  what  the 
expense  of  the  Department  as  a  whole 
would  be.  He  understood  that  there 
were  no  precedents  to  guide  the  Treasury 
in  this  case,  and  in  that  view  he  was 
confirmed  by  a  little  remark  made  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
the  year  1904 — 

"  That  the  moment  they  employed  lawyers — 
and  he  know  something  of  lawyers,  being  one 
himself — their  bills  did  not  come  to  a  trifle," 

That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  he 
had  not  by  his  former  Amencbnent 
limited  the  expenditure  over  the  new 
Department  as  a  whole,  but  confined  it 
merely  to  the  Director  and  Assistant 
Directors.  He  trusted  that  on  this 
occasion  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  accept  his  Amendment,  and  that 
if  a  similar  Resolution  were  moved  in 
the  future  he  would  carry  out  the  pledge 
given  him  a  few  days  ago,  that  such 
Resolution  should  be  placed  on  the  Order 
Paper.  As  he  could  not  speak  again, 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  wished 
any  explanation  from  him  he  could  put 
to  him  interrogatories,  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  reply.  This  was  an  extremely 
important  matter  and  waanotooi^nedto 
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the  piesent  Besolution,  but  applied  to  all 
Resolutions  for  the  spending  of  money. 
An  hon.  Member  had  said  something 
about  giving  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man  a  blank  cheque.  He  had  no  wish 
to  give  a  blank  cheque  to  the  Qovern- 
ment,  in  which  he  had  not  much  confi- 
dence, or  to  anyone.  Blank  cheques 
were  a  great  mistake.  Now  that  die 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasiiry 
was  present  he  hoped  that  his  remarks 
would  bear  fruit,  and  that  some  dis- 
tinct understanding  would  be  come  to  as 
to  the  exact  course  to  be  pursued  in  tiie 
future.   He  begged  to  move. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Epping) 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Resolution  to  add  the 
words  '  aaoh  aalariet  not  to  exc«ed  £3,000  in 
^nj^—iSir  F,  Banhurjf). 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added.'* 

Thb  ATTOKNEY-GENBRAL  (Sir 
W.  RoBsOK,  South  Shields)  said  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  been  kind  enough 
to  invite  him  to  address  interrogatories 
to  him  in  order  to  elucidate  his  meaning. 
He  could  assure  the  hon.  Baronet  that 
his  meaning  was  perfectly  obvious  and 
that  no  intenogatories  were  neces- 
sary. The  hon.  Baronet  had  drawn 
attention  to  some  pievious  occasion 
when  he  alleged  that  a  lila  Amendment 
had  been  proposed  to  a  like  Motion. 
He  was  not  quite  sure  that  they  were 
like.  It  was  somewhat  difficult  to 
imagine  a  Resolution  of  an  exactly 
similar  character  to  the  present  one,  which 
dealt  with  a  new  Department  founded  on 
the  necessities  of  a  new  Act,  which 
introduced  quite  an  unknown  quantity 
of  labour  in  the  administxation  of  the 
law.  They  might  have  a  great  many 
new  Bills,  some  of  which  necessitated 
a  good  deal  of  labour,  while  others 
necessitated  little.  It  was,  therefore, 
impossible  to  argue  from  the  case  of 
one  Bill  to  the  case  of  another.  Con- 
sequently the  previous  instances  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Baronet  gave  the 
House  very  little  a88iBtan<M.  The  hon. 
Baronet  seemed  to  think  that  there 
was  some  small  defect  on  the  part  of 

Sir  F.  Banbury. 


the  Government  in  regard  to  the  notice 
that  had  been  given  of  this  Motion. 
He  had  a  little  difficulty  in  understanding 
the  hon.  Baronet's  point  in  iq;aid  to 
procedure ;  but  he  could  assure  him 
that  there  had  been  nothing  whatever 
unusual  in  the  procedure  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  did  not 
allege  that  it  was  imuaual,  but  that  it 
was  a  procedure  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  bad,  and  which  had  been  con- 
demned by  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man. 

Sib  W.  ROBSON  thought  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  clarified  hia  meaning. 
He  understood  the  hon.  Baronet  to 
Biggest  that  it  had  been  an  uniuual 
procedure.  He  had  never  objected  to  a 
Resolution  like  the  present,  but  to  a  Reso- 
lution relating  to  another  Bill  altogether, 
which  was  a  very  different  matter.  If 
the  hon.  Baronet  would  show  him  a 
similar  Bill  to  the  present  he  would 
be  glad  to  consider  1^  procedun  then 
adopted ;  but  in  the  present  case  the 
Government  had  followed  precisely  the 
procedure  invariably  adopted.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
fallen  upon  some  observations  of  his 
on  another  Bill,  but  they  did  not  apply  to 
the  present  measure.  If  there  had  been 
unusual  procedure,  taken  inadvertently 
on  his  part,  he  would  have  endeavoored 
to  have  it  corrected,  but  that  was  not 
the  case.  He  now  came  to  the 
hon.  Baronet's  Amendment.  The  hon. 
Baronet's  memory  was  treacherous  in 
his  recollection  of  what  took  place  on 
the  last  occauou  on  which  this  Resolu* 
tion  was  discussed.  What  he  then 
said  was  that  £4,000,  the  figure 
they  were  then  dealing  with,  nUght 
be  and  probably  would  be  excessive 
in  regard  to  the  initial  expenses 
of  the  new  Department,  but  that  it 
might  or  might  not,  and  probably  would 
not  be  adequate  having  regard  to  the 
ultimate  expenditure  which  might  be 
required  for  the  new  Department.  They 
proposed  to  add  simply  to  the  staff  of 
the  Department  a  new  Director  and  a 
few  additional  professional  clerks.  The 
number  of  the  existing  staff,  he  thought, 
was  eleven,  who  wpuld  helransfMcad,  and 
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thwe  wonld  be  some  addition  of  short- 
hand clerics  and  professional  clerks. 
Then  there  was  a  new  Director. 
At  present  they  had  not  resolved  on  the 
appointment  of  any  Assistant  Directors. 
They  woold  wait  to  see  how  the  work 
developed ;  and  he  hoped  that  for  some 
lime  they  might  on  with  tiie  additional 
aasistanoe  m  had  just  indicated.  In 
that  case  he  anticipated  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  £3,000  or  £4,000  would  be 
stifficient.  The  hon.  Baronet  said  that 
there  had  been  some  misconception  as 
to  the  meaning  of  his  Amendment  on  the 
last  occasion.  CettaiiUy  he  took  it  to 
oavec  the  ralaries  and  expenses  of  the 
new  Department,  and  it  might  have 
been  open  to  that  ambiguity  of  interpre- 
tation. However,  he  hoped  that  the 
£3,000  for  salaries  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  be  adequate  under  the 
arrangements  at  present  proposed,  though 
£3,000  wonld  not  be  adequate  if  it  was 
found  necessary  to  appoint  an  Assistant 
Director.  The  Treasury  themselves  were 
sanguine  on  the  point.  The  new  Director 
had  great  powers  of  work,  and  by  con- 
centrating his  great  abilities  on  his  work 
he  might  be  able  to  do  with  less  assistance 
tJian  was  contemplated  at  the  moment. 
It  was  impossible  to  say  how  many  appeals 
mij^t  come  up  from  the  country  under 
the  new  Criminal  Appeal  Act.  When 
he  was  a  Recorder  in  the  North  he  repre- 
sented a  population  of  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  million  and  during  ten  years  there 
had  been  no  appeal.  He  remembered 
on  one  occasion  inviting  that  an  appeal 
should  be  taken  on  a  point  of  law  which 
had  been  raised  and  which  he  had  over- 
ruled, but  no  appeal  was  actually  taken. 
Bat  under  the  facilities  nOw  given  for 
appeals  it  was  a  mere  speculation  what 
the  number  might  be.  They  must, 
therefore,  have  something  of  a  free  hand 
in  dealing  with  what  might  be  a  great 
accession  of  new  work  to  the  Department 
and  for  that  reason  he  was  unable  to  ac- 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Baronet. 

LoRi}  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
C3iorley)  said  that  sorely  some  estimate 
of  the  proposed  expenditure  should  have 
been  provided  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemaa  and  his  colleagues  at  the 
1!!rea8iii7. 


Sib  W.  ROBSON:    That  has  been 

given  to  the  House. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Qentieman  had  stated  that 
£4,000  was  asked  for,  but  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  spend  £4,000.  Beyond 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  given  no  information  to  the  House. 
All  he  said  was  that  he  could  give  no 
precise  indication  of  what  the  number 
of  appeals  might  be,  but  if  the  House 
was  to  vote  the  money  they  should  have 
more  information. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON :  All  the  informa- 
tion was  given  that  we  had  to  give. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  haphazard  way 
in  which  the  present  Treasury  conducted 
its  business.  He  thought  that  before 
the  financial  purists  spoke  they  ought  to 
note  that  they  had  not  received  a  more 
exact  estimate  than  that  which  was 
announced  by  the  Attomey-Qeneral. 
A  rather  surprising  and  curious  incident 
had  happened  that  morning,  viz., 
that  on  the  first  day  of  the  finan- 
cial  year  Supplementary  Estimates 
had  been  presented  for  the  year  1908- 
1909.  Although  perhaps  they  could 
not  expect  any  more  precise  figures  from 
the  Attorney-General  he  was  surprised 
at  the  action  of  the  Treasury  in  this 
matter. 

Captain  CRAIG  {Down.  E.)  said 
it  seemed  to  some  of  them  that  the 
hon.  and  leeurned  Gentleman  was  striving 
to  hide  as  long  as  he  possibly  could  the 
exact  expenditure  wluoh  this  Bill  was 
going  to  cost  the  county,  and  he  thought 
he  would  be  the  last  person  to  cast  any 
blame  upon  them  for  striving  to  get  from 
him  something  more  reasonable  than 
the  explanation  with  which  he  had  just 
favoured  them.  He  thought  it  was 
extremely  lame  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlranan  to  twit  his  hon.  friend  below 
him  with  not  being  able  to  produce  a 
Bill  on  all  fours  with  the  present  measure 
in  which  there  had  been  a  debate  upon 
the  Financial  Resolution  to  be  found  in 
Santard.  He  might  have  given  a  some- 
what better  explanation  if  he  disagreed 
with  the  Amendment- which  hon. 
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Bmonet  had  moved,  because,  after  all, 
although  the  Bill  to  which  his  hon. 
friend  referred  was  not  a  Bill  of  exactly 
the  same  nature,  still  it  was  one  which 
necessitated  a  Money  Resolution  practi- 
cally word  for  word  the  same  as  that 
under  discussion.  The  Amendment  was 
also  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  same, 
and  surely  the  legal  mind  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gsntlemen  would  recognise  that 
there  was  a  very  close  likeness  between 
the  two  cases.  He  wished  to  know 
what  had  occurred  to  change  the  mind 
of  front  b3nch  occupants,  since  upon 
the  Aliens  Bill  they  voted  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  now  came  down  to  the 
House  without  one  single  word  of  ex- 
planation to  eat  their  own  words  by 
voting  in  another.  He  did  not  accuse 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  of 
breaking  the  ordinary  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  House  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word  in  not  putting  his  Resolution 
on  the  Paper,  but  what  he  did  say  was 
that  as  the  present  members  of  the 
Government  felt  so  strongly  on  the 
subject  in  the  year  1904,  it  would  not  have 
been  outside  their  capabilities  to  put 
on  the  Notice  Paper  some  approximate 
statement  of  the  cost  in  this  instance. 
Although  in  doing  so  they  might 
have  departed  slightly  from  the  rules 
of  the  House  in  such  matters,  they 
would  not  have  found  a  single  Member 
on  those  benches  to  object  to  such  a 
trivial  divergence.  They  did  not  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  any  way  to 
infringe  the  rules  in  carrying  through 
such  an  ordinary  Resolution,  but  they 
did  ask  him  to  throw  a  little  light  on 
the  dark  secret.  The  hon.  and  leuned 
Gentleman  had  admitted  that  neither  he 
nor  his  friend  representing  the  Treasury 
had  the  slightest  idea  of  how  much  tlie 
amoont  wanted  would  be.  If  such  a  state- 
ment  had  been  placed  on  the  Notice  Paper 
they  would  at  least  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  what  they  had  to  deal  with, 
and  it  would  not  have  been  necessary 
for  his  hon.  friend  to  have  moved  the 
Amendment.  There  had,  however,  been 
one  very  good  lesult  already  of  the 
debate,  because  the  other  day,  his  hon. 
friend  having  moved  an  Amendment 
in  regard  to  £4,000,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman,  he  presumed  in  order  to 
disarm  suspidon  uid  oritadsm,  sud  that 
Captain  Craig. 


it  was  hoped  that  the  genUemu  who 
wa9  to  fin  the  office  would  take  £3,000, 
and  the  debate  ^t  day  had  had  the 
effect  of  inducing  the  hon.  and  learned 
GentJeman  in  reply  to  his  hon.  friend, 
although  the  Amendment  standing  on 
the  Paper  named  £3.000.  to  say  that  he 
tiiought  he  would  Iw  able  to  get  an 
eminent  gentieman  for  a  lesser  sum  than 
that.  He  dared  say  thatif  tiw  Beaidataon 
had  to  go  through  another  stage  in  the 
House  they  would  get  the  hon.  and 
learned  GrentJeman  to  reduce  still 
further  the  salary  to  be  paid  to  the 
Public  Prosecutor.  At  all  events  he 
thou^t  these  finftn>*ift]  matters  should 
be  fvesented  to  the  Honse  in  a  more 
businesslike  way  in  future.  They  had, 
however,  got  valuable  information  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and  ho 
supposed  that  every  time  the  question 
arose  the  gentleman  who  aspired  to  the 
post,  or  the  gentleman  who  was  in  the 
view  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman, 
would  get  cheaper  and  cheaper,  becaiue 
he  went  down  from  £4,000  to  £3,000  on 
the  last  occamon,  and  that  day  he  had 
gone  down  from  £3,000  to  £2,000.  That 
at  all  events  proved  that  these  debates 
upon  Financial  Resolutions  had  the 
effect  of  impressing  a  littie  economy 
on  this  spendthrift  Government.  Then 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  said  in 
answer  to  the  noble  Lord  that  they  were 
in  possession  of  just  ezaotiy  the  same 
information  as  the  Treasnry.  That 
was  a  very  serious  admission,  because 
no  one  in  the  House  could  say  that 
they  had  the  slightest  information  what- 
ever on  the  subject.  Therefore  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  admitted 
that  the  Treasury  were  backiI^;  him  up 
in  a  matter  of  which  tiiey  also  knew 
absolutdy  nothing.  The  cursOTy  state- 
ment which  they  had  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Grentleman  when  the  matter 
was  last  before  them  was  as  unsatis- 
factory as  his  statement  that  -day; 
it  amounted  to  this,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  officials  of  tiie  Treasury, 
as  far  as  the  machinery  and  the  back- 
bone of  the  Bill,  the  paying  out  of  the 
money,  were  concerned,  were  absolutely  in 
the  dark.  Another  important  point  was 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
told  them  that  the  Bill  ^would  indireetiy 
provoke  appealAfjitzed  by  V^OOglC 
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Sib  W.  ROBSON  :  I  did  not  use  the 
ezpTeasion  '*  provoke.'*  I  said  it  would 
lead  to  appeal 

Captain  CBAIG  said  that  that  admis- 
mon  made  the  matter  all  the  more  serious, 
because  ia  that  case  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor might  not  onlj  have  to  appoint 
one  assistant  but  two  or  three,  if  the 
Bill  was  going  to  instigate  appeals 
throughout  the  country  they  ought 
certainly,  on  a  Honey  Resolution,  to  have 
some  ^fiures  before  them.  They  ou|^t 
to  be  told  the  number  of  criminal  appeals 
daring  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and 
whether  the  hon.and  learned  Grentlcman 
expected  that  that  number  would  be  in- 
creased by  5  or  10  per  cent,  or  whatever 
the  figore  was.  There  would  have  been 
something  logical  and  tangible  then  for 
them  to  deal  with.  The  point  was  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himsdf 
had  indicated  that  this  measure  would 
create  a  large  amount  of  work  for  the 
officials  he  was  appointing  and  paying  by 
this  Resolution,  and  yet  he  had  no  informa- 
tion to  give  them,  nor  had  the  Treasur} . 
He  shoidd  certainly  vote  with  his  hon. 
friend  as  a  protest  against  the  way  in 
which  bnainess  was  being  parried  on. 

r  Ub.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) 
thonght  his  hon.  friend  t^e  Member  for 
the  Gty  of  London  had  done  a  great  ser- 
vice to  the  interests  of  economy  in  calling 
attention  to  the  haphasard  way  in  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
producedhisFinancislResolution  on  which 
this  Bill  was  founded.  They  were  told, 
as  he  understood,  that  the  duties  which 
wodld  be  imposed  by  the  Bill  would  be 
Tery  numerous  and  very  onerous,  and 
would  take  up  dO  much  time  that  it 
would  be  impossible  that  the  work 
could  be  done  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasury.  Under  the  Act  of  1884 
constitnting  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury  and  giving  him  control  of 
these  prosecutions,  that  official  had  been 
able  to  appoint  any  number  of  Assistant 
Solicitors  with  the  same  power  as  himself  to 
carry  ontthework.  When  he  ventured  to 
call  attention  to  this  point  on  a  previous 
stage  and  pointed  out  that  a  Com- 
mittee had  reported  in  favour  of  com- 
bining the  offices  of  Public  Prosecutor 
and  £>licitor  to  the  Treasury,  the  answer 
he  got  waa  that  the. Report  of  1884 


was  many  years  ago,  and  that  the 
Act  based  upon  it  was  abo  many  years 
ago.  The  hou.  and  learned  Gentleman 
insisted,  however,  as  iil  the  case  of  t>ll 
Radical  legislation,  on  going  still  further 
back,  and  instead  of  being  satisfied  with 
the  Act  of  1884  he  re-enacted  the  Act  oi 
187f  which  was  condemned  by  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  in  1884  on  accoxmt 
of  its  extravagant  expense.  The  two 
offices  were  combined  in  1884  and  now 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  proposed 
again  to  separate  them.  He  deaired  to  call 
attention  to  the  expense  that  would  be 
incurred  by  his  so  doing.  He  gathered 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
the  expense  would  be  very  gre-at  because  of 
the  new  labours  which  would  be  thrown 
on  these  gentlemen.  But  they  were 
told  there  was  to  be  only  one  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions.  He  therefore  sug- 
gested that  the  expense  in  setting  up 
these  various  offices,  and  all  the  detaik 
necessary,  of  shorthand  writers  and 
clerks  merely  to  assist  one  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions,  appeared  to  be  very 
extravagant.  With  regard  to  the  salary 
of  the  Director  himself  let  them  not  err 
oa  the  side  of  undue  economy.  If  it 
was  necessary  to  set  up  this  officer  they 
should  rtt  any  rate  pay  him  well.  The 
Public  Prosecutor  would  be  a  gentleman 
upon  whom  the  greatest  responsibility 
would  rest,  and  it  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  neither  economy  nor  justice 
that  A  gentleman  placed  in  that  po>.ition 
should  have  an  inadequate  salary.  He 
was  sure  his  hon.  friend  the  junior  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  London  would  not 
criticise  in  a  hostile  manner  an  adequate 
salary  for  this  gentleman.  What  tbey 
thought  was  that  when  a  Financial  Resolu- 
tion of  this  character  was  brought  in 
there  ought  to  be  some  details  of  the 
expenditiA-e  it  was  expected  would  be 
incurred. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  having,  as  he 
said,  followed  this  matter  from  the 
firat,  expressed  considerable  sympathy 
with  the  Attorney  -  General,  who  by 
the  speeches  he  had  made  upon  the 
subject  had  placed  himself  in  an  im- 
possible position.  First  of  all,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  he  was 
unable  to  form  any  estimate.  Had  any 
communication  passed  since  between 
the  hon.  and  l^f^^^@t^0gteand 
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the  TieaBuiy  ?  Because  if  so,  he  must  now 

have  some  further  infonnation  beyond 
that  which  the  House  poBseased.  Having 
said  that  he  was  unable  to  foim  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  he  now  said  he 
only  intended  to  appoint  one  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions.  He  could  tell 
pretty  well  what  that  would  cost. 

Captain  CKAI6  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  forty  Membeis  were  not 
present.  House  counted;  and  forty 
Members  being  found  present — 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  the  QoTemment 
to  bring  in  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate if  in  the  next  six  months  it  was 
found  necessary  owing  to  the  increase  of 
work  to  increase  the  stafi.  It  was 
patent  that  this  Govenunent  had  no 
title  to  be  called  an  economical  Govern- 
ment, when  on  this,  the  first  day  of  the 
financial  year,  they  broi^ht  in  a  Reso- 
lution of  such  an  indefinite  character. 
What  he  was  anxious  to  know,  and 
he  would  ask  the  Solicitor-General  to 
afiord  the  House  the  information,  was 
whether  the  Government  had  in  their 
mind  the  gentleman  they  intended  to 
appoint  to  this  position.  If  they  were 
only  going  to  appoint  one  Dixector  they 
obviously  most  know  the  amount  of 
salary  they  proposed  to  ofEer,  and,  there- 
fore, the  ambiguity  need  not  apply  to 
the  Resolution.  When  the  question 
was  before  the  House  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion the  Attorney-General  candidly  con- 
fessed that  he  had  not  read  the  ex- 
tremely powerful  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  question  of  the  separation 
of  these  offices.  But  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qoitlemsn  should  give  serious  attention 
to  the  opinions  expressed  in  that  Report, 
signed  as  it  was  by  Six  William  Harcourt 


and  other  emibent  Membeis  of  the  Party 

opposite  and  of  other  sides  of  the  House, 
most  of  them  being  ex-Ministers.  The 
matter  had  been  regarded  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  small  one,  yet  four  years 
had  hardly  elapsed  once  on  a  similar 
question  in  connection  witb  the  Aliens 
Bill  four  Hembera  of  the  x^esant  Gorem- 
ment,  beginning  with  the  Chancellor  of 
tiie  Exchequer,  spoke  very  strongly  upon 
the  subject  and  voted  against  the  Resolu- 
tion. The  present  Resolution  was 
on  all  fours  with  that,  brought  in  by 
the  late  Government  in  connection  with 
the  Aliens  Bill.  The  Attorney-General 
now  told  the  House  that  he  could 
not  fix  the  figure  because  he  coiild 
not  tell  how  the  work  would  devdope 
and  what  would  be  Hhe  amount 
of  stafi  required.  That  Was  exactly  the 
case  in  the  Aliens  Bill.  It  was  im- 
possible to  state  how  many  officers 
would  be  required  or  of  what  the  equip- 
ment at  the  various  ports  would  conffist. 
The  Government  of  the  day  advanced 
practically  the  same  aigument  as  that 
put  forward  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
G^itleman,  and  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  most  emphatic 
on  the  necessity  of  fixing  the  amount  of 
the  Estimate.  If  the  principles  appUed 
by  the  Giovemmrat  in  this  financial 
Resolution  were  applied  to  ^vate  bud- 
ness  undertakingB,  m  a  very  short  time 
the  undertakings  would  be  bankrupt. 
It  was  regarded  by  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  as  a  small  matter, 
but  it  was  a  matter  of  vital  principle  of 
the  business  management  that  should  be 
applied  to  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the 
Gtovemment. 

Quration  put. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  70 ;  Noes, 
272.    (Division  List  Xo.  63.) 
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Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,C.(  Barrow-in-Furness 
Dimn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Danne.Major  E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskiue,  David  C. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Essex,  B.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  B.  Lacey 
Faber,  G.  H-  (Boston) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Waltei: 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Furnetts,  Sir  Christopher 
Gibb,  Jamea  (Harrow) 
Gilhooly.  James 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone,Bt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glon-Coats,  Sir  T.(Benfrew,W. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Bt  Ha.  Sir  W.Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Hall,  fVederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Bochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 
Haalam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
H^zleton,  Bichard 
Hoaly.  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
H'juderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Hisham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Bobertj 
Hodge,  John 


Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Durning 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
H^rridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
H3ward,  H^n.  Godfrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illineworth,  Percy  H. 
Jacohy,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutatord) 

Laidlaw,  Bobert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Aocrington 

Lehmann,  R,  C. 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lloyd-George,  Bt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lunaon,  W. 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MacVeigh,C3iarles  (Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum,  John  H. 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Lareu,  SirC.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.) 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan.Francis  E.(Leitrim,N.) 
Meehan,  Patrick  A.(Queen'sCo. 
Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Montgomery,  H.^.  , 

Mooi^^^s<?FbyXa  oog  le 
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Morgan,  G.  Hay  {Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophu 
Muldoon,  John 
Murnaghan,  George 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 
NichotiB,  George 
Nioho1son,Charles  N  (Doncut'r 
Xolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Tatrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  JamesiWicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry.  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Qrady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Jame8(Rosconimon,N 
O'Malley.  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  Jamee  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pear8on,W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philippe,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 
^     Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,C.E.(Edinb'gh,CentraI)  , 
Price.  Robert  John(Norfolk,E.) 
Priestley.W.RB.  (Bradford,E.) 
PttUar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford.  G.  H. 
Rea,  RoBsell  (Gloucester) 


Beddy.H. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 

Reea,  J.  D. 

Kendall,  Athelstan 

Richards,  Thoma8(W.Monni'tb 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberte,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson.  S. 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
8GOtt.A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.(Hawiok  B.)^ 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipnum,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Stanger.  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachoy,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Sammerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 


Tennant,  Sir  EdwardfCSaJisbary 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred(Merthyr 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  Geoi^e 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 

WaBon,Rt.Hn.E  (CUokmannan 
Wason,  John  Catbcart(  Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White.  Sir  Geoi^  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York.  E.  B.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles.  Thomas 
Williamson,  A. 

Wilson.  Hon.  G.  G.(Hull.'W. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Duriiam,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  8.) 
WiUon,  W.  T.  (Westiioughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellebs  fob  tbb  Nobs — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis. 


BeBolutiaa  agreed  to. 


PROSECCTION  OP  OFFENCES  (AMEND- 
MENT)  BILL. 

Oidei  for  Committee  read. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  infonned 
the  House  of  the  unavoidable  absence, 
owing  to  indisposition,  of  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire.  Mid.) 
in  the  Chair.] 

Clanse  1 : 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  moved  the 
omission,  after  "  The  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 2  of  the  Prosecution  of  Offences 
Act,  1884,"  of  the  words  "which 
unite  the  office  of  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  with  that  of  the  Treasury 
Solicitor."  He  contended  that  the  words 
were  wholly  unnecessary,  and  the 
lefeiencfi  given  would  be  entirely  mis- 


leading, seeing  that  the  Act  of  1884  was 
repealed  in  toto  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill.  Another  part  of  the  Act  of  18S4 
dealt  with  the  office  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions,  and  the  lefeience 
to  a  number  of  provisions  in  that 
Act  was  meaningless.  It  was  very 
surprising  that  the  words  should  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Bill,  but 
he  supposed  the  Attorney-General  had 
been  occupied  in  other  work,  or  he 
would  not  have  overlooked  such 
a  draftii^  matter.  He  hoped  ike 
hon.  and  learned  Goitleman  would 
accept  the  Amendment.  He  had  the 
whole  of  the  references,  but  he  did  not 
want  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House. 
If,  however,  the  Amendment  was  re- 
sisted, he  would  be  obliged  to  make 
further  remarks. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  6,  to  leave  oat  from '  1884 ' 
to  the  word  *  shall.*  in  line  7."— ifr.  Claude  Hag. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  oart  "( 


Digitized  by 


0  41     ProsmUion  of  Offences      {1  April  1908}        {AvmdmeKt)  Bill  543 


Sib  W.  ROBSON  said  the  words  were 
not  aimecessary;  they  were  there  simply 
SB  a  matter  of  convenient  explanation 
in  order  to  save  any  one  -who  read  the 
Bill  from  IJie  necessity  of  referring  to 
the  Act  of  1884.  That  was  the  whole 
reason.  The  reference  was  explanatory 
and  nothing  else. 

Sir  F.  BANBITRY  said  he  would 
not  put  himself  in  antagonism  on  a 
1^1  point  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  but  he  thought  the  words 
instead  of  simplihring  the  matter  and 
helping  lawyers  to  understand  it 
would  have  exactly  the  contrary  effect. 
The  clause  of  the  Act  of  1884  to  which 
the  reference  related  was  as  follows — 

*'  On  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  ap- 
IKHatmeiitB  made  in  pursuance  of  the  principal 
Act  are  revoked,  and  the  person  for  the  time 
being  holding  the  office  of  Solicitor  for  the 
affairs  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  shall  be  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  and  perform  the 
dnties  and  have  the  powers  of  such  Director." 

Then  Section  3  of  the  Solicitors  Act 
of  1876  authorised  any  Assistant  Solicitor 
for  the  affairs  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury 
to  act  on  behalf  of  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury  in  his  capacity  of  Director  of 
Public  PiosecutionB.  They  knew  the 
ingenuity  of  the  legal  mind  and  they 
knew  the  little  points  that  were  taken 
when  a  case  was  before  the  Law  Courts 
so  that  either  delay  was  caused  or  an 
end  put  altogether  to  the  proceedings. 
It  might  be  held  that  the  second  para- 
graph of  Clause  2  of  the  Prosecution  of 
Offences  Act  did  not  unite  the  offices 
of  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  and 
Treasury  Solicitor,  but  only  authorised 
the  Assistant  Solicitor  to  assist  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions. 

ViacoDNT   HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire, 
Thirsk)  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present. 

♦Ihe  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN :  I  have 
already  ascertained  that  there  are  more 
than  forty  Members  present. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY :  Not  since  the 
House  has  been  in  Committee. 

•Jh«  DKPUTY-CHAIRMAN  :  It  does 
not  mattaz.  Beaidea^that  there  has  been 
«  leoant  diviuon. 

VOL  OLXXXVn.  [FoURTB  SiRin.] 


Sib  F.  BANBURY  said  they  wante 
tojmake  thejmeaning  of  the  clausejad 
clear  as  possible.  He  was  inclined; to 
think  the  schedule  o<aitiadicted  tiiebes 
words;  the  two  were  not  consistent. 
If  these  words  were  in,  the  schedule 
ought  to  be  amended,  but  if  they 
were  cut  out  the  scehdule  could  be 
left  as  it  was.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  better  accept  the  Amend- 
ment because  then  they  would  not  have 
to  make  any  alteraticm  in  the  schedule. 
It  had  just  struck  him  that  the  reason 
why  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  not  accept  the  Amendment  was, 
possibly,  that  his  interpretation  was 
correc*'.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man told  them  he  only  intended  to 
appoint  one  Director,  but  they  might 
anticipate  a  certain  number  of  appeals — 

*Thb  DEPUTY. CHAIRBIAN:  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  whic  i 
is  whether  these  words,  which  are  merely 
explanatory  of  the  section,  should  be  in 
or  not.  They  have  no  enacting  effect 
and  the  section  is  repealed  oj  the 
schedule. 

SiB  F.  BANBURY  said  it  was  he  who 
had  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
schedule  took  all  the  words  out  and  there 
was  no  reason  in  leaving  them  in  unles-t 
there  was  some  u'terior  object.  It 
might  be  that  when  they  came  to  the 
schedule  the  hon.  and  learned  Gtentieman 
might  mean  to  amend  it. 

•The  DEPUTY^CHAIRMAN  :  These 
words  cannot  be  put  beyond  their  de- 
finite meaning  which  is  explanatory  of 
the  contents  of  the  section.  They  are 
not  enacting  words. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  was 
quite  true,  but  if  these  words  were  hft 
in  would  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
repeal  section  have  any  effect  or  not  ? 
If  it  had  the  same  effect  whether  the 
words  were  in  or   out,   the  Amend- 
ment   should   be   accepted,  because 
it  had  always  been  held  that  in  an 
Act  of  Parliament  the  fewer  words  put 
in  the  better,  and  that  words  should  r.ct 
be  put  in  unless  they  had  an  object  aid 
meaning.   These  words  had  no  object 
and  no  meaning,  and  the  effect  would  be 
•JMOtly  ths  same  wfc^thw  1;h^.werfl.iu 
V  ^ 
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or  out.  He  hoped  the  Amendzaent  would 
be  pressed  to  a  di^ion. 

^TVAiN  CRAIG  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gtentleman  ought  to  accept  the 
Amendment  for  a  reason  which  had  not 
been  touched  on.  It  certainly  struck  him, 
on  looking  at  the  wording.  iAi&t  it  was 
a  matter  more  of  Memoranda  that  might 
be  attached  to  the  6111,  than  of  the 
wording  of  the  Bill  itself.  He  took  it 
that  the  Attorney-General  in  drafting 
the  section  took  it  upon  himself  to  lay 
down  that  Section  2  of  the  Prosecu- 
tion of  Offences  Act,  1884,  united  the 
offices  of  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
and  Treasury  Solicitor.  He  took  it  that 
that  was  a  matter  for  discussion,  and 
not  a  matter  to  set  out  in  a  clause  of 
that  Bill.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman  was  jcorrect  in  his  decision 
that  the  words  were  not  necessary  and 
were  merely  put  there  in  order  to  be 
a  convenience  to  people,  was  there  not  a 
great  fear  that  the  very  effect  of  leaving 
the  words  in  would  lead  to  endless 
litigation  in  the  future  ?  .  If  the  words 
were  practically  an  explanatory  note, 
and  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
intended  to  insist  that  the  section 
united  the  two  offices,  it  might  be  just 
as  reasonable  for  him  to  go  on  and 
explain  what  else  Section  2  did.  Was 
the  Bill  to  be  overburd^ed  with  un- 
official statements  of  that  sort  ?  If 
the  Bill  was  drafted  in  that  way,  if 
there  was  as  much  surface  matter  running 
through  it  as  in  the  first  few  lines,  there 
must  be  some  fault  somewhere.  He 
could  not  conceive  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  whose  colleague  appeared  to 
be  giving  way  on  the  matter,  stating 
that  the  words  were  unnecessary,  and 
at  the  same  time  that  he  must  have 
them  in .  the  Bill.  If  the  words  were 
unnecessary  they  should  be  struck  out,. 
Tf  they  were  necessary  the  hon.  and 
learned  .Gentleman  should  eaiplaia  mare 
fully  'W&y  they  were  necessary.  The 
greatest  possible  care  should  be  taken 
in  introducing  extraneous  matter.  He 
should  certainly  vote  with  his  hon. 
frtend  iii  iurder  to  elicit  a  more  reasonable 
e^cnse  for. including  the  words. 

MvL.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  the  Attomey- 
GenerttL  had  not  really  given  any  ez- 
planation  huj  had  made  his  case  worse. 

Sir  F,  Jlontory. 
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He  said  the  words  were  in  the  natujre 
of  an  explanation,  but  they  only 
partially  described  iJie  section  to  which 
they  referred  and  did  not  give  a  true 
index  to  its  purport.  Whenever  they 
proposed  to  put  words  in  they  were 
told  they  could  not  be  accepted  be- 
cause the  great  thing  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  to  have  simplicity  and 
as  few  words  as  possible.  Now  they 
were  told  they  were  wrong,  and  that 
these  words  which  were  meaningless  and 
Qiisleading  must  bo  left  in.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  the  Bill  had  been  prepared  in 
a  very  slipshod  way,  with  fJie  idea,  he 
supposed,  that  it  did  not  much  matter 
because  it  would  be  put  through  the 
House  without  discussion.  He  was  glad 
to  think  they  were  giving  this  measure 
and  would  give  all  similar  measures 
close  attention,  so  that  they  would  not 
see  things  run  hurriedly  through  the 
House  with  bad  and  slipahod  wording, 
giving  trouble  thereafter  and  putting  the 
country  to  unnecessary  expense  in  ascer- 
taining in  Coiu*8  of  Law  the  proper 
meaning  of  words  in  Acts  of  Pp.rliament. 
It  was  all  very  well  for  the  Attorney- 
General  to  give  his  own  interpretation  of 
the  words  and  the  necessity  for  having 
them  in  the  Bill.  They  all  had  proper 
respect  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's opinion,  but  the  Judges  in  inter- 
preting the  Act  would  not  be  guided  by 
the  words  that  had  fallen  ftom  him. 
He  appealed  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  meet  an  absolutely  reason- 
able and  simplifying  Amendment. 

Sir  W.  KOBSON  said  the  difficulty 
complained  of  could  not  arise  because 
the  whole  of  the  section  in  question  we  s 
repealed  in  the  sbhediile. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  said  the  words 
proposed  were  intended  to  make  the 
matter  clear  and  to  obviate  the  dis- 
advantages which  always  arose  from 
legis'ation  by  reference.  The  inclu- 
si^  of  some  such  words  as  those  con- 
tained in  the  Amendment,  he  thought, 
was  desirable.  He  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  clause  did  not  start  by 
saying  that  the  offices  of  Director  cf 
Public  Prosecutions  and  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  should  no  longer  be  united. 
Tlmt  would  have  be«x  far  simpler 
land    the  clauge,^,^^^^(3^[(Juive 
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oommenoed  by  saying  exactly  what  was 
intended,  witlumt  containing  this  peculiar 
parenthesis,  the  intention  of  which  they 
appreciated,  but  which  he  was  informed 
mmy  lawyers  considered  would  lead 
to  ambiguity  in  future.  Would  it  not 
be  possible  for  the  Attorney-General  to 
meet  tiie  views  of  his  hon.  friend  by 
undertaking  at  a  subsequent  stage  to 
lediaffe  the  beginning  of  the  clause  so 
as  to  maira  it  clear  what  its  object  was, 
and  then  it  would  not  be  open  to  the 
objection  which  had  been  raised. 

Thk  parliamentary  SECRE- 

TAKY  TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Georoe 
Whttblet,  Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Fndsey) 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Opposition  to  let 
this  Bill  go  through.  As  1^  House  was 
aware  it  was  originally  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  take  the  Housing  Bill 
that  day,  but  owing  to  strong  repre- 
sentations from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
they  agreed  to  postpone  it,  and  he  came 
to  an  agreement  with  the  right  hon. 
Qentlemiu  the  Member  for  Somerset 
thAt  instead  of  takmg  the  Hourang  Bill 
he  should  give  them  the  first  four  Orders 
on  the  Paper.  The  fourth  Order,  the 
Children  Bill,  was  of  some  importance, 
and  a  great  many  hon.  Members  wished 
to  discuss  it.  It  would  be  very  much  to 
the  convenience  of  the  House  ii  they  could 
get  to  that  measure  and  shorten  the 
present  discussion. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  was  not 
aware  that  any  such  arrangement  bad 
.  been  made,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was 
right  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  ask 
them  to  curtail  the  discussion  upon  an 
important  Bill  because  anotiit  r  impor- 
tant measure  was  to  oome  on  later.  He 
was  prepared  to  move  to  report  pro- 
gress. [Cries  of  "  No,  no."]  They 
had  a  right  to  discuss  every  Bill  and 
now  the  Party  of  freedom  of  speech, 
the  Radical  Party,  were  laying  down  that 
Bi^  were  not  to  be  discussed,  but 
passed  without  discussion  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  bring,  on  a  Bill  to  which 
they  attached  importance.  The  proper 
coone  to  take  was  to  report  progress 
and  resume  the  discussion  on  some  other 
onuuion.  He  bei^;ed  to  move  to  report 
progiess. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  progress 


and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Sir  F. 
Banbury). 

r 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  he  must  prcS 
test  against  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  just  said.  He  had  just  said 
that  before  8.15  some  four  or  five  Bills 
were  to  be  rushed  through  the  House. 
He  hoped  that  afternoon  would  be  a  lesson 
to  the  Gkivernment  in  thinking  that  they 
were  going  to  ride  roughshod  over  the 
liberties  of  hon.  Members  in  respect  of 
important  Bills  affecting  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  subje'it.  ^ 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  said  he 
only  intervened  to  mention  the  arrange- 
ment which  had  been  come  to.  It 
would  bause  great  inconvenience  if  they 
could  not  adhere  to  agreements  arrived 
at  between  the  Whips. 

Captain  CRAIG  said  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  arrangement  had  been  come  to. 
They  were,  however,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Patronage  Secretary,  and  he  would 
ask  him  to  postpone  this  Bill.  The  other 
Bills  alluded  to  were  not  important, 
and  they  might  be  discussed  on  some 
other  occasion.  There  was  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  to  discuss 
the  Amendments  to  this  Bill  on  the 
Paper,  and  a  few  hours  some  other  day 
might  suffice.  They  might  even  drop 
one  of  the  Bills  which  had  proved  so 
unpopular. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  would  only 
ask  for  an  hour  upon  some  other  occasion. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  this  Depart- 
ment should  be  authorised  by  18th  April, 
and  by  that  time  they  should  be  able 
to  make  not  anticipatory  but  authori- 
tative arrangements.  The  Bill  had 
been  accepted  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  and  both 
sides  of  the  House  were  equally  anxious 
that  it  should  pass  forthwith.  He  hoped 
the  Committea  would  not  accedft  to  tin* 
Motion  to  r^rt  progress 

Mr,  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity said  the  Bill  was  urgent  and  ho 
agreed  that  it  was  necessary  if  the 
Ciiminal  Appeal  Act  was  to  work  at  all. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friends^  wo^d-- not- 

U  3 
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X»re88  the  Uotion  for  the  Adjouinment  of 
the  debate,  although  he  sympathised 
with  the  cFiticisms  in  tegfixd  to  the 
fijiaiicial  Resolution. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) 
asked  the  Chief  Opposition  Whip  to 
Bxeioise  a  little  supervision  and  control 
over  his  followers  ["Oh,  oh! "J 

Mr.  RAWUNSON  :  That  is  not  the 
way  to  get  it.   We  are  not  sheq>. 

Mr.  ELi.IS  GRIFFITH  said  the  Bi  1 
wiaa  urgent,  and  although  their  appeals 
to  hon.  Gentlpmen  opposite  had  net 
succeeded  he  was  sure  the  appeal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  made 
in  vain.  The  debate  up  to  the  present 
had  been  of  a  most  frivolous  character. 

Mf  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  if  the  word 
*'  firivoIouB  "  was  Fftrliamentary  ? 

•The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  It  is 
not  unparliamentary*  but  it  is  irrelevant. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  tor  Anglesey  had  not 
poured  oil  on  the  troubled  waters  when 
he  described  the  discussion  as  frivolous. 
With  regard  to  the  agreement  which 
had  been  referred  to,  no  man  was  more 
uudous  than  he  was  to  carry  out  any 
Arrangement  entered  into  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Somer- 
set. The  Amendments  to  be  moved 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
would  Jnotj  prevent  the  Children  Bill 
being  taken  before  8.15.  All  the 
•  Sect  of  considering  these  Amendments 
would  be  to  curtail  the  discussion  on 
the  Children  Bill.  Why  should  the 
HembeiB  of  the  Opnosition  finish  their 
dissuasion  on  the  Committee  stage  of 
this  Bill,  because  h?n.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Government  tid)  wished  to  discuss 
another  Billl  They  should  bring  pres- 
sure to  bear  on  their  Government  to  give 


them  sufficient  tame  for  the  discussion 
of  the  Bill  in  which  th^  were  interested. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  that  ar>- 
arrangement  arrived  at  between  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  be  loyally  carried 
out  on  that  side  of  the  House,  bat  the 
present  situation  did  not  arise  bom  any- 
thing done  by  them.  They  were 
doing  their  duty  in  ducussing  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Committee,  and 
if  the  discussion  prevented  the  considera- 
tion of  other  Bills,  the  blame  was  upon 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
He  thought  the  Government  should 
not  be  so  greedy ;  they  should  treat 
their  opponents  with  some  regard  for 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  private 
Members.  He  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  Children  Bil^  ana  he  would 
like  to  have  the  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing forward  some  points  in  the  Second 
Reading  debate.  The  measure  was  so 
important  that  he  doubted  whether 
there  would  be  sufficient  time  for  its 
discussion  that  day.  He  resented  the 
remarks  made  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite.  When  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  in  opposition  in  the  last 
Parliament  he  never  considered  the 
convenience  of  their  Government,  but 
took  the  course  which  he  thought  proper 
in  advancing  his  views.  He  appealed 
to  the  Patronage  Secretary  not  to  trv 
when  framing  the  Order  Paper  to  ru£h 
through  Bills  of  this  chanicter.  Tie 
discussion  of  matters  of  the  greatest 
importance  was  interfered  with  when 
they  endeavoured  to  do  too  much  in  one 
day. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  282  • 
Noes,  71.   (Division  List  No.  64) 


AYES. 


Abraham.  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Franeia  Dyke 
AdkiQg,  W.  Byhnd  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Ammi,  Pwey 

Mr,  Aiwlihfofh 


Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
ArmitroELg,  W.  C.  Heatoa 
ABbton,  Tbomaa  Oair 
Aiquith.Rt.  Ho.  Herbert  Henry 
AtberleyJonM,  U 


Baker,  Sir  John  (Portamouth) 
Baker,  Joaeph  A.  (Finabury.E. ) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Itle  ot  Wight ) 
Barker.  John 


Barlow,  SlrJol 
BarlowkPiHl^ 
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Barnee,  G.  N. 

Barry.  RedinoiulJ.(Tyrone,N.) 

Beale.  W.  P. 

Beaiioliamp,  Si. 

Beck,  A.  Osoil 

Bellairg.  Oulym 

Benn.  W.(T*w*r  HaiiiletB,aG«o. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

BetbeU3irJ.H.(  EBaeZiBomfrd 
Black,  Arthur  W. 
Boland,  John 
Boulton,  A.  C.T. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brace,  William 
Bimnudon,  T.  A. 
Branoh,  Janwe 
Blight,  J.  A. 
Brocklehorst.  W.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Bylea,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
C^.Oomm,  H.  W. 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chanoe,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allstoa 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B. 
CTeUnd,  J.  W. 
Clough.  William 
Ctynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thoraley 
Col)in0.Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Paiioiu,W 
Compton-Riokett,  Sir  J. 
Condon.  Thomas  Joeoph 
Cooper.  G.  J. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett.C  H(Su8sez,E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  8. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Cioafield,  A.  H. 

Davies.  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Daviee,  Timothy^Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 

Delany,  William 

DevliD,  J<Meph 

Dickinson. W.  H.(St.^ncras,N 
I>illon,  John 
Dobwm.  Thomas  W. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in'Fumess 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne.Hajor  E.Martin(  Walsall 
Edwards.  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Essex.  B.  W. 

Eislemont,  George  Binna  ' 
Evans.  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacoy 
Faber,  O.  H.  (Boston) 
Feowick,  Charles 
Fei^nson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ff  rench,  Peter 
Fieones,  Hon.  Eustaee 
FindUy.  Alezandor 


Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freetoan 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Qithooly,  James 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.HwbertJolm 

Glen-Coats  Sir  T.  (Renfrew,  W 

Glover.  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gnllaad,  John  W. 

anrdon,Rl>HjLSirW.Bxampton 

Hall,  Ftaderiok 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Bt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.  E.(DerbyBhire.N.K 
Haelam,  James  (Derb3r8hire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haztetcm*  Bicliud 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Henderson.  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(AbeEdenuW.) 
Henry,  Charles  8. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
HobarttSirBobect 
Hodge,  John 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt.  Richard  Durmng 
Horoiman,  Emslie  Joui 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Huttoii,  Alfred  Eddison 
Mtis.  1.  H.  W. 
lllingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jaco  oy.  Sir  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett.  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kavanagh.  Walter  M. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kelley.  George  T. 
Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  {Knntsfotd} 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Levy.  Sir  Maurice 

Lloyd-George.  Bt.  HfML  David 

Ijough.  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyell,  Charles  Heniy 

Maclean.  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

Maopherson,  J.  T. 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S. 

MaoVeigh,Charle8  (Donegal,K) 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Kenna,  Bt.  Hon.  ^^tp^L* 

H'KUlop,  W. 


M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddiaon,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  £. 
Markhiun,  Arthur  Basil 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Cov«itry) 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan,Franois  E.  (Leitrim,  K. 
Meehan,Patrick  A.(Queen'8  Co. 
Money,  L.  G.  Chiozsa 
Montagu,  E.  8. 
Bbxtney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alphens  Cleophaa 

Muldoon,  John 
Momagban.  George 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,  Charles  N.(Doncast*r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton.  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wioklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  PhiUp 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
0*Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearson, W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philippe.  CoL  Ivor  (S'thampton 
PhiUpps,  Owen  a  f  Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Price,Robert  John  (Norfolk,  E. 
Priestley,  W.RB.  (Bradford^) 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Bea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Bea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro  * 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Bendall.  Athelstan 
Bichards,Thomas  (W.Honm'th 
Bichardfl,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 
Bichardson,  A- 
Bidsdale.  E.  A. 
Robert*,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln, 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Ty^eside^ 
Robinson,  8. 

Robaon,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East)] 
Roe.  Sir  Thomas  ^ 
Rowlands,  J.  i  j 

Bundman,  Walter  T  '1  '  ; 
Russell,  T.W. 

Samnel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Scott,A.H.  (AshtonvideTLynB 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely.CokMid 
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Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (HawiokB.) 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr,  John  G. 
Siloook,  Thomas  Ball 
SmeatoD,  Donald  Maokenzie 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  T. 

StaDle7,Hn.A.  Lyulpb  (Cheah.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
SumiDerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
ThomMBon,  Franklin 
Thomp«>ii,J.W.a  (Somerset,  E 


Tiltott,  Lonifl  John 
Tomkhuon,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Veraey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walsh,  Stepbffii 
Ward,  WDudlBy(Soathampton 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
Wason.  John  Catboart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 


White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williamson,  A. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilscm,  J.  W.(WorcesterBh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Paneras,  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Weethougfaton) 
Winfrey,  R,  »^ 
Yozall,  James  Henry 

Thllebs  fob  the  Atbs — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  Hwbert 
Lewis. 


Aoland-HDod,Bt.Hn  Sir  Alez.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrey-FIetchBr,Rt.Hn.  SirH. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Barrle,H.  T.  (Londondeny,  N.) 
Beaeh,Hn.Miohael  Hugh  Hioks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervaae 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P,  Joicey- 
Ceoil,LordB  .(Marylebone.E' 
CliTB,  Percy  Aroher 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CoUing8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingh'm 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,CharIes  Curtis  (Antrim.S. 
Craig.Captain  James(Down,E  ) 
Craik,  Sir  Ferny 
Dizon-HutlancUSir  FredDizon 
Doo^as,  Bt  Hon.  A.  Akera- 


NOES. 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt-W-Y.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibba,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardy,Laurence(Kent,Ashford 
Helmsley,  Visoouit 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lookwood*Rt.Hn  Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
MaoCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M*Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Moore,  William 
Morpeth,  Viscoimt 
Nicholson.  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 


Randies,  Sir  John  Scnrrah 
Rawlin8on,John  Frederick  Peel 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,S.  (Sheffield,  Ecctesall) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sbeffield,Sir  BerkeleyGeoraeD 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
Smitii,F.E.  (Uverpool, Walton) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
WaIker,Co1.W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
Williams.  Col.  B.  (Dorset,  W.) 
WilBon,A.StanlOT  (York.  E.  B.) 
Wolff,  GoBtav  WillMlm 
Wortley,Bt.Bon.  C  B.  Stuut< 
Younger,  George 

Tbllebs  fob  thx  Nob&~ 
Mr.  Ctaude  Hay  and  Sir 
Frederick  Banbury. 


Sir  F.  BANBUBY  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  aay  more  than  a  word  or  two 
in  support  of  the  next  Amendment,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  restrict  the  number 
of  ABBiBtant  Directors  which  the  Treasury 
might  appoint  to  one.  The  hon.  and 
learned  (Gentleman  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  new  Department  was 
going  to  have  only  a  Director  at  present, 
arid  he  thought  that  the  Treasury  should 
not  have  the  power  to  appoint  more 
than  one  Assistant  Director  without 
the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  II.  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  '  appoint  *  to  end  of  the  sub-section, 
iiji  order  to  insert  the  words  *  with  the  aanotion 
of  the  Treasury  one  Assistant  Direotor.* " — [Sir 
F.  Banbury.)  . 


Question  proposed.  "That  the  words 
propel  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sir  W.  ROBS'OK  said  he  vas  sony 
he  could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 
They  could  not  tell  exactly  the  volume 
of  business  that  would  come  to  the 
department  under  the  new  Act.  The 
hon.  Baronet  suggested  that  there  should 
be  not  more  than  one  Assistant  Director 
appointed  even  at  the  initial  stage.  He 
hoped  that  they  would  be  able  to  go  on 
for  some  time  with  one  Assifltant  Directin-, 
but  they  could  not  tell  what'the  volume 
of  business  might  be  five  oi  six  weeks  or 
three  jnonths  hence.  There  might  be 
appeals  in  all  the  cases  which  came 
before  the  magistrates  and  quarter  ses- 
sions thiouf^ut  .tile  coimfar^  "^ea  thfi 
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Criminal  Appeal  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion. They  began  on  iJie  moat  modest 
scale  possible,  but  they  might  within  a 
£ew  weeks  have  a  very  large  accession  of 
work,  and  ihey  thought  it  better  to  have 
this  provision  in  the  Bill. 


*Me.  GEORGE  FABER  said  that  he 
would  lik }  to  point  out  to  the  Attorney- 
General  that  under  Section  3  of  the 
Prosecution  of  Offenders  Act  of  1879,  the 
Secretary  of  State  might  from  time  to 
time  appoint  such  assistants  as  were 
nesessaiy,  but  not  exceeding  nz. 
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principles  and  defer  to  the  proper  date 
the  dCTumd  for  the  necessary  money  and 
so  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Government 
to  show  what  stafE  was  really  required. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Baronet  would  go 
to  a  division  to  show  what  the  views  of 
the  Government  were  and  what  their 
policy  was  in  regard  to  expenditure  with- 
out any  control  by  Parliament.  It  was 
evident  from  the  statement  of  the 
Attorney-General  that  the  Government 
could  not  indicate  within  £100,000  what 
amount  of  expenditure  there  would  be 
under  1^  Bill. 


SiE  W.  ROBSON  :  As  a  fact  only  one 
assistant  Public  Prosecutor  had  been 
appointed. 

•Me.  GEORGE  FABER  said  that  that 
did  not  destroy  his  argument.  In  the 
Bill  they  were  now  discussing  there  was 
no  such  limit.  The  clause  read  that 
there  should  be  appointed  one  Director 
and  such  number  ot  .^sistant  Directors 
as  the  Treasury  might  sanction.  He 
could  not  see  why  such  an  unlimited 
power  of  appointment  should  be 
granted  to  the  Treasury.  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
that  only  one  was  to  be  appointed, 
let  him  put  in  one.  He  did  not 
think  the  Treasury  should  have  a  free 
hand  in  making  these  appointments. 
He  did  not  know  whether  he  would  be 
in  order  in  moving  an  Amendment  to 
the  Amendment  but  he  would  suggest 
as  an  Amendment  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  not  more  than  six  in  number." 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  that  no  valid 
reason  had  been  given  by  the  Attorney- 
General  why  he  should  not  accept  the 
limit  proposed  by  the  hon.  Baronet.  If 
more  than  one  Assistant  Director  was 
subsequently  required  the  salaries  could 
be  put  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates. 
By  adopting  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend  uiey  would  observe  sound  business 


*Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  said  he  did 
not  want  to  interfere  with  any  arrange- 
ment that  had  been  made  for  concluding 
the  debate,  and  he  would  withdraw  his 
suggestion  as  to  an  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment. 

SiE  W.  ROBSON  said  he  could  only 
repeat  what  he  had  already  said  more 
than  once,  that  he  hoped  there  would  not 
be  a  large  number  of  appeals  to  begin 
with,  but  there  might  be  within  a  measur- 
able distance  of  time  an  immense  acces- 
sion of  work  to  ihe  Department*  He 
could  not  Buggrat  to  the  Treasury  tibat 
they  should  limit  the  number  of  Assistant 
Directors  to  anything  like  six.  Hon. 
Members  must  lonow  that  the  Treasury 
would  not  give  their  sanction  to  the 
appointment  of  additional  Assistant 
Directors  without  full  consideration  with 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  and  wt^- 
out  being  fully  satisfied  that  iJiey  were 
absolutely  necessaiy. 

♦Me.  GEORGE  FABER  said  he  did 
not  suggest  for  a  moment  that  six 
Assistant  Directors  should  be  appointe4 
but  that  there  should  be  a  limit  to  the 
number. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  294 ; 
Noes,  65.   (Division  List  No.  65.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.  E 
Alvaluun,  William  (Rhondda) 
Aeland.  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  RyUnd  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
AMen,  Percy 

AUeo,  Charles  P.  (Stroud)  g 


AYES. 

AmbrOflo,  Robert   

ArmstroDg,  W.  C.  Heaton  ^ 
Aflhton,  Thomas  Gair  <■    *  ' 
Aaquith,Rt'-Ha.Herbert  Henry 
Atherley-Jonee,  L. 
fiaker.  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Barinf;,Godfrey  (Isle  ofWigkt 


Barker,  Julin 

Barlow,  Sir  John  G.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  Redmond  J.(Xyrone,N.} 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beauchamp^B.-^ '  .^.'.'fc.fl  
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Beck,  A,  Cecil  _^ 

Bellaira,  Carlyon 

Benii,W.(T 'w'r  H»mIets,S.Geo. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Bertram,  Jolius 

BethelLSir  J.H.  (Essex.Bomrrd 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Blaek.  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Boulton,  A.  C.  P. 

Bowennan,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Bramadon,  T.  A. 

BrftDch,  James 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocldehnrst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Byburn 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,  Rt.Ebi.Sydne;  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

C-ameroD,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederirk  WiUiam 
Channing.  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
CoUina.8ir  Wm.J.(8.Fancras,W 
Compton-Riokett,  Sir  J. 
Condon,  ThomaA  Joseph 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C  H(Snssex,E.GrinBt'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Howan,  W.  H. 
Crean.  Eugene 

Cremer.  Sir  William  Randal  [ 
Crooks,  William 
Crosfield.  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Ttavies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Pulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol.  S.) 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.PaDorM,N. 
Dillon,  John 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Ponelan,  Captain  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,C.  ( Barrow-in-Fumras 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne.Major  E.Martin(Wal8all 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Esmonde.  Sir  Thomas 
Kasez,  R.  W. 
Esalemont,  George  Bimie 
Kvaos,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett.  R.  Lacey 
Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 
Penwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C  Munro 
FFronoh,  Peter 
Fiennos.  Hon.  Eustace 


Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  ChristoiAer 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gilhooly.  James 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 

Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew, W. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gooch,  George  Pea  body  (Bath) 
Grayson,  Albert  Victor 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Giilland,  John  W. 
Giirdon,Rt  Hn.SirW.Brampton 
Hall.  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy.  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Hart-Davies.  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  0.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.  E.{DerbyBhire,N.E. 
Haslam.  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Bbnmouth) 
Hadeton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Henderson,  >Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson.  J.  M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hodge,  John 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,W.Batematt  (SomerBet,N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfard 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson.  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kearley.  Hudson  E. 
Kelley.  George  D. 
Kilbride.  Denis 

King.  Alfred  John  (Knntsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert.  George 
Lnmont,  Norman 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Levy.  Sir  Maurice 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough.  Thomas 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Afoekamesa,  Frederio  C. 
Uacleui,  Donald 
Maenamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maopherson,  J.  T. 
MacVe^h,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MacVeigh,  Charles(Donegal,E.) 
KTCallnm,  John  M. 
M*Crae,  Geoi^ 


,  M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  R^ald 
M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  R  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.) 
M'Micldng,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet.  Charles  £. 
Markham,  Arthur  Baiiil 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 
Member,  Michael 
Meehan.FranciH  E.(Leitrim.N.) 
Meehan.  r«trick  A.tQueen'sCo. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Ho^iao.  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Horrell.  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 
Muldoon,  John 
Mumagban.  Geoiye 
Murphy.  N.  J.  (KUkenny.  S.) 
Myer.  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,Char!e9  N.(Donoa6t'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton.  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien.KendaHTiprerary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  John  (Ifoyo.  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mnyo.  N.) 
0  'K  elly,  Js  mes(Roscommon,N. 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Otovald 
Pearce.  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
Pearson, W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philippe,  Col. Ivor (S'thampton) 
Philippa,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Price, C.  E.(Edinb'gh,Central) 
Price,  RohertJohn{Norfolk.E.) 
Pries  tiev.  W.  E.  B.  ( F  i  f  1 1<  1 1 .  F. 
Pnllar,  ^ir  Robert 
Radford,  G.  H. 

Rawlin8on.JohnFrederirkPeel 
Rea,  RoBsell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Soarboro* 
Rees.  J.  D. 
Rendall.  Atheletrn 
Richards,  ThcmRe(W.Monm'th 
Richards,T.F.(  Wolverh'mptn 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  K.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Liiieo!n) 
Roberts.  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertaon,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson.  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  Jolui  (Galway,  East) 
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Rnneunan.  Walter 
Rossdl.  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (aeveland) 
8cott,A.H.{Ashton  tinder  Lyne 
Smfb.  J.  E. 
Seavenu.  J.  H, 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw.Cbarles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
8haw.  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B. ) 
Sheehy,  DavM 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock.  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton.  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  tLdtrim,  S.) 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger.  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.LyuIph(Che8h.) 
Stewart,  Hall^  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
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Straus.  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant.  SirEdward(Sa1iBbary 
Tennant,  U.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thom(w,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thomp8on.J.W.H.  (SomersetjE 
Tillett,  Louis  John 
TomkiiLson,  Jamett 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Ward.W.  Dudley(Soathampt'n 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring.  Walter 
Wason,Rt,Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
Wason.  John  Cathcart(Orknev) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
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Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  Geoi^  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dambartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
WilliamROD,  A. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woreestersh-N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancnie,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellkes  for  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Xiewim  | 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirA]ex.F 
Anaon,  Sir  Wi'liam  Beynell 
A«hley.  W.  W. 

Aabrey-Fletrher,Bt.Hh.  Sir  H 
Balcarree,  Lord 
Baldwin.  Stanley 
Ilarrie.H.  T.  (Lcndonderry,N.) 
Boach,Hn. Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
CeoiU  Lord  R.  (Harylebone,  E. 
Clive.  Percy  Archer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Bt.Hn.J.(Binningh'm 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down.  North) 
Courthope,  G.  lx)yd 
Craig.Charles  Curti8(Antrim,  3. 
Craig.  Capt.  James  (Down.  E.) 
Craik.  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-HartiancUSir  IVedDixon 


NOES. 

Douglaa,Rt.  Hon,A.AkerB- 
Fell.  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh.  Godfrey 
Forst«r.  Henry  William 
Gibbe,  G.  A.  (Bristol.  West) 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardy,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashford 
Hay.  Hon  Claude  George 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Houston,  Robert  Faterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.  Lt.-CoI.A.R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
MacCaw,  William  J.  HacGe^h 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Moore,  William 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersfield 
Nield.  Herbert 
Randies,  Sir  John  Sonrrah 


RobertB.S.  (Sheffield.  Eccleaall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertfonl,  Eadt 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool. Walton) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell.  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia.  Viscount 
Walker,CoI.W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
Williams.  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
WiIaon,A.8tanIey(York,  E.B.) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley.Bt.  Hon.C.  R  Stuart. 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
George  D.  Faber. 


Bill  rntoited,  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  tbe  third  time  to-morroT. 


COSTS  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  solicitor-general  (Sir 
Samuel  Evans,  Glamorganshire,  Ifid.) 
in  moving  the  Second  Beading  said  that 
he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  to 
hon.  Members  if  he  explained  the  general 
purport  of  the  Bill.  There  was  no 
contest  about  it  he  was  glad  to  say, 
and  therefore  he  could  compress  his 
observations  within  a  very  small 
compass.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  consolidate  the  present  law,  which 
was  in  a  very  chaotic  state  and  dealt 


with  costs  in  criminal  cases,  of  trials  upon 
indictment  at  Assizes,  and  at  Quarter 
Sessions,  and  the  preliminary  inquiries 
in  regard  to  indictable  offences  before 
justices.  Of  course,  it  did  not  touch 
costs  in  civil  cases  and  matters  arising 
before  justices  in  a  Court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  where  they  could  deal  with 
the  matter  finally.  The  provisions  with 
regard  to  the  payment  of  these  costs  out  of 
public  or  local  funds  depended  entirely 
upon  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Statutes  were  very  numerous  and  very 
complicated.  For  a  long  time  past  it 
had  been  a  puzzle  to  Judges  and  all  those 
who  dealt  with  the  law  to  find  out  whether 
in  particular  cases  of  felony  or  misde* 
meanour  the  co8t%,^?,|^fep^lid4lE  or 
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defraice  should  be  paid  at  all.  A  De- 
partmental Conumttee  vras  appointed  in 

the  year  1902,  by  the  late  Lora,  Ritchie, 
when  Home  Secretary.  That  Committee 
reported  in  1903,  and  the  Bill  which  he  now 
introduced,  and  which  he  asked  the  House 
to  read  a  second  time,  was  based  upon  the 
unanimous recommendationsofthat  Com- 
mittee. They  did  not  agree  upon  all  points 
referred  to  them,  but  they  did  agree  upon 
the  points  embodied  in  this  Bill.  He 
could  not  go  in  detail  into  the  various 
provisions  of  the  Bill  except  by  occupying 
some  considerable  time,  for  he  could  not 
explain  in  a  short  time  all  thecomplicated 
questions  which  arose  in  a  case  of  this 
nature.  ItwasobvioustJiatifthelaw could 
be  consolidated,  and  if  the  few  Amend- 
ments required  could  be  made,  it  would  be 
for  the  public  convenience.  Having  said 
so  much  with  regard  to  the  general  scope 
and  character  of  the  Bill,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  give  it  a  Second 
Reading  so  that  it  might  be  referred  to  a 
Committee.  It  was  essentially  a  Committee 
KIl,  and  there  iha  sections  could  be 
considered  by  those  who  could  bring 
their  practical  knowledge  to  bear  on  the 
subject.    He  begged  to  move. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— {The  ^Solicitor-General.) 

MR.RAWLINSON  thought  it  would  be 
desirable  that  they  should  have  some  more 
detail  of  the  amendments  which  were  to  be 
made  in  the  law  by  this  Bill.   It  would 

be  better  if  aomo  one  could  tell  them 
what  the  more  important  Amendments 
were.  If  that  were  done  they  would  be 
able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
they  should  resist  them. 

SiE  SAMUEL  EVANS  said  he  could 
not  speak  again  without  tiie  leave  of  the 
House,  but  perhaps  he  might  be  permitted 
to  say  that  a  Memorandum  had  been  pre- 
pu«d  showing  exactly  the  alt^-ations 
proposed  in  various  purts  of  the  BUI.  It 
was  a  very  complicated  matter,  and  he 
would  be  prepared  to  give  a  copy  of  the 
Memonmdum  to  anyone  interested  so 
that  he  could  800  what  ihe  amendments 
were. 
I 

"  Me.  RAWLINSON  asked  whether 
they  might  not  have  the  information 

Sir  Samuel  Evans. 


now.  If  the  Memorandom  were  before 
them  it  would  be  a  great  convenience 
to  the  House.  If  they  assented  to  the 
Second  Reading  they  would  have  no 
means  of  knowing  what  the  important 
amendments  were  as  they  would  be 
dealt  with  in  a  Committee  apetaiis. 

*Mr.    afiOROE   FABER  thought 

the  HoTise  was  not  being  quite  fairly 
treated.  The  only  Memorandum  he  had 
seen  was  that  which  he  no  whad  before  him. 
Now  the  hon.  Gentleman  told  the  House 
there  was  another  Memorandum  which  had 
not  been  circulated.  The  Bill  was 
far  more  than  a  mere  Consolidation 
Bill,  and  the  House  was  entitled  before 
it  consented  to  its  Second  BeadiI^;  to 
more  information  and  more  guidance 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He  {wo- 
tested  strenuously  against  the  way  ia 
which  they  were  being  treated. 

TlscouNT  HELMSLET  pointed  out 
that   when    Bills   were    brought  in 

which  were  partly  Consolidation  Bills 
and  partly  new  legislation  it  was 
very  difi&cult  for  a  private  Member 
to  find  out  what  was  merely  consolida- 
tion of  old  matter  and  what  was  new 
matter.  The  su^estion  which  under 
these  circumstances  he  would  like  to 
offer  to  the  Govemm«it  was  that  when 
they  introduced  such  Bills  the  new 
matter  included  in  them  should  be 
in  print  differing  from  that  which 
dealt  with  the  consolidation  matter. 
That  would  at  once  enable  private  Mem- 
bers to  see  what  was  new  and  what  was 
already  the  law. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Standing  Committee. 


CHILDREN  BILL. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  r24th  MarchV  *'  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Questum  again  proposed. 

*Mk.  GUINNESS  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) 
said  that  when  this  matter  was  disenssed 
last  week  hon.  Members  on  the  Unionist 
sidevetecriticiBediorthemaitt^iHwhitth 
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they  deairwith  the  details  rather  than 
the  piinciplea  of  the  BUI.  But  it  was 
easentially  a  Bill  of  details.  It  gathered 
up  and  consolidated  all  the  laws  relating 
to  children,  and  therefore  it  was  essential 
that  on  the  Second  Reading  the  oppor- 
tunity should  be  taken  to  discuss  details 
and  suggest  Amendments,  so  that  the 
Qovemmept  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  them  before  thedommittee 
stage.  So  far  as  the  general  principles 
were  concerned,  no  one  on  either 
aide  of  the  House  would  be  found 
to  quarrel  with  the  Bill.  They  all 
admitted  that  the  State  must  step 
in  and  save  the  children  of  neglectful, 
ignorant,  and  ciuninal  parents,  but  as  all 
those  who  were  not  Socialists  recognised 
that  the  State  was  a  very  blonlering 
substitute  for  a  parent  they  desired  that 
its  functions  should  be  kept  in  as  narrow 
a  channel  as  possible.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  that  the  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Home  Bepartmoit  was  going  to  make 
regbtration  compulsory  |(or  single  child 
homes  even  where  periodical  payments 
were  made.  The  opinion.of  those  Mem* 
bers  of  the  London  County  Counral  who 
were  in  touch  with  the  question  of 
infant-life  protection  was  that  a  great  deal 
of  harm  would  be  done  if  foster-parents 
who  adopted  only  one  child  for  periodi- 
cal payment  <<  were  included  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill.  If  the  payment  was 
one  lump  sum  it  was  certainly  desirable 
that  there  should  be  inspeotion,  because 
there  the  foster-parents  had  a  great  and 
direct  advantage  in  the  case  of  the  early 
death  of  the  child.  Where,  however, 
periodical  payments  were  made  the 
parents  were  in  touch  with  the  foster- 
parents,  and  it  was  very  often  the  case 
that  tite  child  was  adopted  from  motives 
of  affeclaon.  The  Undn-Sei-retary  had 
stated  that  local  authorities  would  be 
allowed  to  main  exceptions,  but  evm  so 
the  necessity  of  notification  would  deter 
many  of  thoee  most  suitable  from  adopting 
a  chill,  and  charitable  societies  who  were 
trying  to  reclum  unfortunate  women  who 
had  had  the  misfortune  to  have  an  iUegiti- 
maie  child  would  be  very  much  hampered. 
He  hoped  the  prop(»ed  Amsndnaent  would 
be  re-oonsidered  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
Another  suggestion  he  denred  to  make 
was  that  the  local  authcmty  should 
be  enabled  to  veto  the  taking  of 
more  than  one  child  into  a  home,  and 


to    prevent   tiie    transfermce   of  a 

child  from  one  home  to  another.  Under 
the  Bill  the  nurses  would  have  to  notify 
the  local  authority  within  forty-eight 
hours  before  taking  ano^er  child,  but 
that  was  not  snffident.  Many  cases 
occurred  where  women  without  the 
means  to  keep  them  took  three  or  four 
children  for  a  lump  sunk,  with  the  result 
ihftt  when  the  money  was  exhausted 
the  children  were  thrown  on  the  rates. 
That  part  of  the  Bill  should  be  greatly 
strengthened  so  as  to  insure  that  the 
local  authority  would  be  able  to  inspect 
the  home  before  the  money  was  paid 
and  the  child  taken,  and  to  ascertain  that 
the  woman  who  proposed  to  take  the 
child  had  sufficient  means  to  keep  it  after 
the  payment  was  eihausted.  The  next 
Clause  to  which  he  wished  to  refer  was 
Clause  9,  a  financial  clause.  Under  that 
clause  the  City  of  London  was  in  be 
exempted  from  contributing  to  the  cost 
incurred  by  the  county  of  London  in 
connection  with  infant  life  protection. 
Under  the  Act  of  1897,  this  charge  had 
been  thrown  into  the  general  county  rate, 
and  the  City  had  thus  borne  its  share. 
If,  however,  the  -City  was  now  only  to 
spend  money  in  enforcing  the  Act  within 
its  own  boundary,  it  would  avoid  con- 
tributing to  this  very  necessary  work,  as, 
of  course,  there  were  few  or  no  such 
homes  in  that  area.  Owing  to  the 
large  number  of  women  employed  in 
the  City  who  lived  in  the  surrounding 
districts,  the  City  was  partly  responsible 
for  tilus  work  and  ought  to  make  some 
contribution.  The  next  matter  to 
which  he  desired  to  draw  attention 
was  the  provisions  for  committing 
children  to  industrial  and  reformatory 
schools.  This  matter  unfortunately 
came  rather  suddenly  on  the  London 
County  Council.  The  Home  Office  in* 
timated  their  intention  of  bringing  in 
this  Bill  Ukd  asked  for  suggestions 
just  as  the  London  County  Council 
were  going  into  recess,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  that  body  to  tianamit 
their  views.  But  as  the  London  Coimty 
Council  dealt  with  far  more  children  in 
the  industrial  schools  than  any  other 
body  in  the  oountxy,  he  might  mention 
one  ot  two  pcnnts  where  the  Bill  required 
Amendment.  The  first  aroee  on  the 
clause  which  allowed  children  of  between 
twelve  and  fourteen  years 
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sent  to  an  induBtrial  school  for  various 
reasons,  but  gave  no  power  to  commit 
children  between  those  ages  who  had  been 
guilty  of  theft  or  any  otfence  punishable 
with  imprisonment.  It  was  desirable  that 
such  children  should  not  be  sent  to  a 
rjformatory  school  until  after  they  had 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen.  Children 
did  not  become  hardened  criminals  until 
after  they  reached  that  age,  and  it  was 
not  advisable  that  these  young  children 
should  be  sent  to  reformatc}r7  schools 
which  contained  youths  of  nine- 
t-'en  years  of  age,  who  might  con- 
timinate  them.  What  they  wished 
was  that  the  magistrates  should  be 
allowed  to  send  children  to  industrial 
schools  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen. 
It  was  also  provided  that  where  an 
order  had  been  made  in  respect  of  a 
youtliful  offender  of  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  and  upwards  and  no  reforma- 
tory school  would  receive  him,  the 
Court  could  commute  the  order  and  send 
the  offender  to  prison.  That  was  not 
at  all  a  desirable  thing,  and  the  power 
should  be  limited  to  children  whose 
characters  were  known  to  be  so  bad 
that  it  was  undesirable  to  send  them  to 
a  reformatory  school.  The  provLions 
stating  that  the  conditions  rendering 
the  child  liable  to  be  sent  to  an  indue- 
trial  school  were  much  the  same  as  the 
provisions  of  the  present  law,  but  the 
present  law  in  that  regard  needed  streng- 
thening At  the  present  time  it  was 
largely  a  matter  of  chance  as  to  whether 
a  child  was  sent  to  an  industrial  or  a 
reformatory  school.  It  very  often  hap- 
pened that  magistrates  refused  to  bend 
a  child  to  an  industrial  school,  because 
they  did  not  want  to  relieve  the  parents 
of  the  expense  of  supporting  it.  He  could 
give  many  flagrant  cases  of  that  kind, 
and  he  would  quote  three  of  them. 
The  first  was  that  of  a  man  who  was 
guilty  of  flogging  his  two  boys  at 
intervals  of  half-an-bour  for  cutting  a 
piece  of  Christmas  pudding,  and  he  hhd 
aUo  been  condemned  twelve  months 
before  for  a  criminal  assault  on  his 
danghter.  Although  he  was  certainly 
not  a  fib  guardian,  the  magistrate  refused 
to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  London 
County  Council,  and  to  commit  the  boys 
to  an  industrial  school.  In  the  case 
of  a  little  child  of  four  years  and  ten 
months         fat^iei  did  not  work  but 
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Iiv?d  by  his  wife's  prostitution,  and 
both  parents  were  charged  with  bmg 
drunk  and  disorderly.    The  Conntf 
Council  proposed  to  send  the  boy  t« 
the  Home    for    Little  Boys.  Ag<dn. 
a  discharge  was  granted  by  a  different 
magistrate.   Another  case  was  that  of  « 
child  of  seven  years.   The  noother  had 
recently  served  six  months  imprison- 
ment, and  the  father  was  fined  for 
assault;  the  child  was  in  a  Terminous  i 
condition.   In  this  third  case,  also,  | 
the  magistrate  refused  to  take  action  i 
under  the  Industrial  Schools  Act.    It  was  i 
obvious  what  the  magistrates  had  in  their 
minds.   They  did  not  want  to  encourage 
parents  to  let  their  children  fall  into 
vicious  ways  in  order  that  they  might  be 
sent  in  an  industrial  school ;   bat  he 
thought  the  State  should  strengthen  the 
law  and  encourage  the  magistrates  to  send 
childroi  to  industrial  schools,  because 
he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  punish 
the  parents  at  the  expense  of  the  children. 
It  was  very  necessary  where  there  was 
no  proper  home  for  the  child,  and  where 
it  was  perfectly  certain  that,  vnleas  hn 
was  committed  to  an  industrial  school, 
he  would  be  broi^ht  up  as  a  oiiminal, 
that  the  niagistrates  should  be  encour- 
aged to  send  him  to  such  an  institntion. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  possible 
to  prevent  a  large  number  of  thes^ 
indastrial  school  cases  by  bringing  hnm?  i 
to  the  parents  the  fact  that  if  their 
children  were  sent  to  industrial  schools 
they  would  lose  all  control  over  them. 
It  was  very  often  asserted  that  many 
parents  got  their  children  sent  to  in- 
dustrial schools  in  order  to  be  freed  from 
responsibility    of   keeping   them.  On 
some  occasions,  when  he  attended  the 
responEible  committee  of  the  London 
education  authority,  he  was  startled  to 
find  case«  ir  which  whole  families  of 
children  had  been  sent  to  the  industrial 
schoolF.    Ho  beheved  that  parents  real- 
ised that  in  those  schools  their  children 
got  remarkably   good   educatimi.  the 
standard   of   the  Home  Office  being 
far  higher  than  that  of  the  Board  of 
Education.   If  they  looked  through  the 
reports  of  industrial  schools  they  would 
find  that  in  after  life  the  children  who 
had  attended  them  did  extocmely  WfdI. 
He  noticed  that  one  had  become  head- 
master in  the  shorthand  department  of 
a  large  colle|e     ^i@|g^lBfc  beoome 
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a  Bachelor  of  Science  and  manager  of 
large  Government  works  abroad.  Many 
eeigeanta  in  the  Army  and  superinten- 
dents of  police  and  even  justices  of 
the  peace    and    chairmen  of  boards 
of  guardians  had  b^en  educated  in 
these  schooR    No  doubt  plants  lealiaed 
all  this,  and  were,   therefore,  content 
to  allo.v  their  children  to  become  liable 
to  be  sent  to  them.    A  great  many  of 
these  parents  had  a  certain  amount  of 
affection  for  their  children,  but  had 
no  sense  of  responsibility.    He  urged 
that  their  sense  of  responsibility  could 
be  stimulated  by  working  upon  their 
affections,  and  by  pointing  out  to  them 
that  under  this  Act,  and  under  the  exist- 
ing law,  when  once  a  child  was  com- 
mitted to  an  industrial  school  they  lost 
all  control  over  him.   At  present  they 
did  not  realise  that.    A  great  many  of 
them  imagined  that  if  a  child  was  sent  to 
an  induatnal  school  they  still  had  control, 
and  could  say  what  his  avocation  was  to 
be.  What  he  proposed  was  that  during  the 
time  these  children  were  in  the  Remand 
Homes,  to  enabb  the  local  authority 
t)  make  inquiry  into  their  cases  and 
forward  suggestions  t  othe  magistrates, 
the  magistrates  should,  under  the  law, 
be  compelled  to  notify  to  the  parents 
that  if  a  child  was  sent  to  an  industrial 
school  they  lost  all  control  over  him,  and 
the  boy  could  be  apprenticed  or  sent 
abroad  without  the  parents  being  con- 
sulted in  the  least.    He  believed  that  by 
such  means  a  large  number  of  parents 
would  be  induced  to  look  after  their 
cluldren  and  -prevent  them  from  being 
sent  to  industrial  schools.   By  Clause 
64_  it  was  proposed  that  the  limit  for 
supervision  should  be  nineteen  years, 
hut  it  wa )  felt  th.it  this   was  not 
long  enough,  and  thit  a  boy  should 
be  kept  under  en  )ervision   until  he 
had  reached  tw<  nty-one  years  of  age. 
Before  that  age,  there  was  a  considerable 
prospect  of  his  slipping  back  into  his  old 
vays,  and  getting  into  touch  with  his 
criminal  companions  from  whom  they 
were  trying  to  leclaim  him.   He  hoped 
the  Home   Office   would  be  able  to 
modify  that  provision.   It  would  cost 
nothing,  or  pr£Lcticjilly  not'iing,  and 
would  cause  no  inconvenience  to  the  child. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  expenses  of 
certified  achodls,  Uc  would  apf  mI  to  the 
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hon.  Gentleman  to  try  and  do  some- 
thing to  lighten  the  burden  thrown 
on  the  local  authorities.  The  very 
heavy  cost  of  the  administration 
of  the  existing  Uw  had  deterred 
local  authorities  from  doing  thdi  duty, 
the  fact  being  that  the  cost  of  these 
schools  was  steadily  increasing,  while 
the  Government  contribution  was  fixed 
twenty  years  ago.  Formerly  the  local 
authorities  had  only  to  pay  M  per  cen', 
of  the  cost  of  the  schools,  whereas  to- 
day they  had  to  pay  42  per  cent.  That 
was  no  doubt  the  reason  why  more 
children  had  not  been  sent  to  the  in- 
dustrial schools  of  the  country.  He 
would  suggest  that  the  whole  cost  of 
sending  the  children  of  vagrants  toinduE- 
triil  schools  should  be  borne  by  the  Ei- 
chequer.  It  was  not  fair  to  throw  it  on 
the  local  authority,  in  whose  district 
the  children  were  committed.  The 
plan  he  suggested  was  the  only  fair  way 
of  dealing  with  it,  and  the  only  way 
that  would  encourage  the  local  authoiity 
to  see  that  the  law  was  put  into  operation. 
As  to  the  quf»8tion  of  the  expenses  of 
certified  schools,  he  would  also  urge  that 
the  local  authorities  should  be  com- 
pelled to  make  arrangements  to  send 
children  to  reformatory  schools.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  agreed  to 
that  in  the  case  of  induslxial  schools, 
but  he  did  not  think  he  had  done  so  with 
regard  to  reformatory  schools.  He  did 
not  believe  that  it  would  necessitate 
the  building  of  any  fresh  schools  ;  there 
was  plenty  of  accommodation  ;  it  would 
only  mean  that  the  local  authority  would 
have  to  make  arrangements  with  the 
managers  of  existing  schools.  On  the 
ques  ion  of  day  industrial  schools 
it  would  be  a  very  great  assistance  if 
the  Home  Department  could  see  their 
way  to  adopting  a  suggestion  in  ths 
Report  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  in  1 905  to  inquire 
into  the  system  of  funds  for  industrial 
and  reformatory  schools.  The  Committie 
recommended  in  1905  that  the  Govern- 
ment contribution  in  the  case  of  day 
industrial  schools  should  be  raised  from 
fid.  and  Is.,  in  voluntary  and  compulsory 
cases  respectively,  to  Is.  and  2s.  He 
beliBved  that  if  they  did  that  they  would 
very  much  encourage  the  creation  of 
day   Industrial   Bchoola^^  ^^^ift^^ 
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most  useful  to  tiie  children  of  those 

parents  who  were  not  suflBciently  de- 
linquent or  neglectful  to  justify  the 
magistrates  in  committing  the  childien 
to  cenified  industrial  schools.  The  London 
County  Council,  and,  he  believed,  several 
other  local  authorifies,  were  lakinga  Urge 
number  of  voluntary  oases.  TheGt  Tem- 
ment  Inspector  had  stated  in  1906  that 
it  mi^t  be  that  there  -was  a  slight  tend- 
ency to  a  decline  in  the  numbers  ad- 
mitted into  the  day  industrial  schools, 
and  that  it  was  doe  to  the  matter  of  ex- 
pense. There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  day  industrial  schools  were  most 
valuable  in  preventing  children  who 
had  no  supervision,  their  mothers  being 
<nit  on  day  work,  from  getting  into 
crimina?  surronndings  and  eventually 
becoming  a  charge  on  the  rates.  An- 
other point  he  would  like  to  ui^e 
^as  that  no  child  should  be  sent 
to  prison  under  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Under  Clause  99  it  was  proposed 
that  a  young  person  could  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment,  but  he  thought  that 
the  value  of  the  Bill  would  be  very 
much  increased  if  prison  was  confined 
to  those  who  were  over  sixteen.  He 
recognised  the  great  value  of  the  pro- 
vision which  would  enable  constables  to 
arrest  the  children  of  vagrant  parents 
and  have  them  committed  to  industrial 
schools,  but  he  did  not  think,  unless 
the  clause  was  strei^^thened,  that  it 
would  be  of  very  much  use ;  he  was 
afraid  thiat  it  would  be  a  dead-letter; 
and  he  would  suggest  that  it  should  be 
made  the  duty  of  the  officers  in  charge 
of  casual  wards  to  notify  the  police  of 
any  cases  coming  to  their  notice  of  child- 
ren of  criminal  or  vagrant  parents  who 
were  liable  under  this  provision  to  be  sent 
to  industrial  schools.  If  they  left  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  constables  and  made 
it  optional,  he  was  afraid  that  the  pro- 
vision would  not  be  as  valuable  as  it 
might  otherwise  be.  Of  course,  his  sugges- 
tions might  be  criticised  on  the  ground 
that  they  would  add  to  the  cost  of 
the  Bill,  but  he  believed  that  it  would 
be  money  well  spent,  Of  course  it  cost 
less  to  let  children  run  about  the 
streets  and  become  criminals  than  to 
send  them  for  a  few  years  to  these  schools 
where  the^  would  be  taught  a  trade. 
No  doubt  it  was  for  the  moment  cheaper 
to  send  them  to  prison  for  a  month^l^iui 
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to  send  them  to  indualaial  schools  for 
three  years ;  but  in  the  long  run  it  was 
very  much  dearer.  He  thought  it  was 
quite  justifiable  to  increase  the  number 
of  children  sent  to  these  schools 
under  the  action  of  the  law,  and  by 
that  means  to  decrease  the  number  in 
after  life  who  would  have  to  be  sup- 
ported either  in  our  casual  wards  or  in 
our  gaols.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  able  to  embody  some 
of  these  suggestions  in  the  Bill,  for  he 
believed  they  would  increase  its  effici- 
ency in  stopping  the  sources  of  physical 
deterioration,  poverty,  uid  crime. 

♦Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
said  he  would  like  to  join  with  others  in 
congratulating  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  way  in  which  this  Bill  had  been 
introduced,  and  especially  on  his  having 
listened  to  societies  and  others  interested 
in  the  question  and  given  eSect  to  their 
proposals.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  great 
beauty  of  this  Bill  was  that  it  was  framed 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  children. 
Bfany  children  were  in  a  vicious  rircle  of 
environment,  and  this  Bill  broki  that 
and  replaced  it  by  a  virtuous  circle; 
indeed,  the  Bill  was  a  perfect  hospital 
of  life  •  saving  appHances.  He  would 
like  to  take  up  a  f^w  points  relating 
Especially  to  Scotland.  The  first  was 
with  regard  to  the  reformatory  and  indus- 
trial schools.  There  were  in  Scotland 
a  great  many  difficulties  in  connection 
with  the  management  and  the  finances  of 
those  schools.  The  difficulty  in  Scotland 
was  that  those  schools  were  neither 
fish,  flesh,  nor  good  red  herring.  They 
were  neither  State,  municipal,  nor 
private.  They  were  a  little  of  each, 
and  the  result  was  that  they  were  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  work.  He  had 
rejoiced  the  other  dayto  hear  the  Under- 
Secretary  say  that  he  would  make  it  man- 
datory for  local  authorities  to  provide 
industrial  school  accommodation  just  as 
they  had  at  present  to  provide  elementary 
school  accommodation,  and  that  he  would 
make  it  compulsory  for  local  authorities 
to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
children.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
much  controversy  as  to  the  advisability 
of  the  local  authority  doing  those  things, 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  able  to  carry  out  that  pro- 
posal.   The  question  oL&e' mananment 
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of  those  schools  remained.  That  perhaps 
scarcely  came  under  the  purview  of 
the  Bill,  but  it  would  be  wise  to  transfer 
the  industrial  schools,  at  any  rate, 
to  the  school  boards,  so  that  they 
would  be  under  somebody's  definite 
control.  At  present  school  boards  had 
power  to  establish  industzisL  schools 
or  to  purchase  existing  ones,  but  it 
was  not  compulsory  for  them  to  do 
so.  He  knew  that  that  was  a  big  ques- 
tion, but  he  trusted  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  would  tackle  it  and  settle  it 
in  a  way  which  would  be  thorough  and 
tatisfactory.  A  point  that  occurred  to 
Um  in  connection  with  the  Bill  was  the 
very  beneficent  nature  of  the  relation 
of  the  Acts  of  the  present  GoTemment 
deiling  with  social  reform.  Forinstanne, 
the  provisions  in  the  present  Bill 
ia  connection  with  the  Infant  Life 
Protection  Act  seemed  to  work  in 
very  well  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Notification  of  Births  Acts'  of  last  year. 
He  was  very  glad  the  hon.  Gentleman 
hvl  said  he  would  accept  the  Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  and  include 
tbe  inspeotion  of  one-child  homes.  The 
Repcrt  was  unanimous,  and  while  due 
weight  was  given  to  the  consideration 
which  had  been  put  forward  by  the  hon. 
Kember  who  had  just  spoken,  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee  were 
tmaninious  that  t^.one-child  home  stould 
be  included,  and  he  thought  when  Mem- 
bers read  the  Report  they  would  agree 
titat  it  was  on  the  right  lines.  One  thing 
that  struck  him  very  forcibly  was  thit 
it  might  be  a  wise  thing  to  transfer  the 
chaise  of  this  matter  from  boards  of 
guardians  and  parish  councils  in  Scotland 
to  town  councils  and  county  councils. 
That  was  the  oase  in  the  Act  of  1872, 
apd  he  suggested  that  with  all  the  greatei 
emphasia  because  it  seemed  to  him  that 
in  many  of  the  parts  of  Scotland  where 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act  had  been 
adopted  the  town  councils  were  appoint- 
ing lady  health  visitors  to  visit  the 
mothers  where  the  births  had  been 
notified.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would 
lulp  the  working  of  this  Act  and  make  it 
much  more  thorough  if  those  same  hidies 
were  appointed  inspectors  under  the 
Infant  Life  Protection  Act.  The  two 
thingsjwould  work  in  very  well  together, 
and  that  nught  be  done  if  the  town  couu* 
ol  was  the  authority.  Then  on  the  otiher 


ude  the  town  council  was  much  more  in 
touch  with  the  police,  whose  aid  unfor- 
tunately had  to  be  brought  in,  than  the 
parish  council,  and  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  consider  in  Committee 
whether  the  town  and  county  council 
might  not  be  substituted  for  the  parish 
council.  Then  another  relation  of  a  prt  - 
viouB  Act  with  the  present  Bill  was  the 
Probation  of  Offenders  Act  of  last  year 
with  the  new  proposals  dealing  with 
juvenile  crime  of  this  year.  The  institu- 
tion of  the  children's  Courts  he  very 
heartily  approved  of.  They  had  these 
children's  Courts  in  about  a  dozen  places 
in  Scotland.  Public  opinion  was  veiy 
8to>ngly  in  favour  of  them  and  he 
thought  was  ready  now  for  their  being 
made  compulsory.  In  1906,  in  Scotlard 
no  fewer  than  9,765  males  and  595 
females  under  sixteen  years  were  prr  • 
ceeded  against — altogether  over  10,0(  0 
young  persons.  To  remove  these  young 
people  entirely  from  the  ordinary  police 
court  would  be  of  immense  advantage, 
and  he  welcomed  very  thoroughly  the 
provisitms  of  this  Bill.  In  1906,  in 
Scotland,  seventy-three  young  persons 
were  sentenced  to  imprisonment,  ar  d 
in  addition  249  were  imprisoned  in 
default  of  payment  of  fines,  so  that  alto  - 
gether  322  young  persons  under  sixteen 
yeare  old  were  put  into  prison,  and 
received  a  criminal  taint.  He  was  sure 
the  Bill  would  prevent  that.  By  cutting 
ofE  crime  at  tha  souree  they  would  also 
diminish  adult  crime.  With  regard  to 
juvenile  smoking  that  was  a  new  ofience, 
and  he  for  one  only  agreed  to  it  be- 
cause young  people  found  guilty  of 
it  would  not  be  brought  before  an 
ordinary  police  court  or  subjected  to 
imprisonment.  He  thought  tiie  other 
oarts  of  the  Bill  made  the  prohibition  of 
juvenile  smoking  not  only  possible  but 
very  feasible.  He  agreed  that  it  would 
not  immediately  abolish  juvenile  smoking, 
but  it  would  set  up  a  standard,  and  it 
would  enlist  much  more  powerfully  than  at 
present  voluntary  efforts  of  both  parents 
and  teachers  to  prevent  the  evil  which 
all  authorities  had  told  them  di  l  great 
harm  to  young  people.  He  thanked 
the  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  clause  allow- 
ing parish  councils  in  Scotland  to  sub 
scribe  to  the  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty,  to  Children,  because  much  of 
the  work  of  the  Bill  would  Imya  to  bo 
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done  by  such  societies,  and  indeed  had 
Inttei  be  done  by  them,  and  therefore 
it  was  only  right  that  power  should  be 
given  to  subscribe  to  them.  There  was 
one  point  alluded  to  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  in  his  speech  that  he  had  not 
included  in  the  Bill— the  provisions  to 
exclude  children  from  public-houses  in 
Scotland.  He  said  that  that  was  in  the 
Licensing  Bill,  but  the  Licensing  Bill 
only  applied  to  England,  and  therefore 
there  seemed  to  be  a  possibility  of  Eng- 
land receiving  this  advantage  before 
Scotland.  He  hoped  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  introduce  some  measure  to  ex- 
clude children  from  public-houses  in 
Scotland  also,  or  at  least  to  give  facilities 
to  a  little  Bill  which  he  had  introduced 
upon  the  subject.  One  point  of  great 
interest  was  that  all  questions  with  regard 
to  children  were  brought  together  in  the 
Bill.  That  was  good.  But  then  again 
after  the  Bill  was  passed  the  interests 
of  the  children  were  dispersed,  and 
duties  .were  put  upon  different  Govern- 
ment Departments  to  carry  out  the 
taparate  provisions  of  the  BilL  He  would 
veiy  strongly  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  desirability  of  somehow 
or  other — he  did  not  know  how  it  was 
to  be  done — puttir gall  the  interests  of 
the  children  under  one  Department, 
or,  if  that  was  not  possible,  ot  havii  g  a 
Consultative  Conunittee  of  the  different 
Departments,  Education,  Local  Oovem- 
meat  and  Home  Office,  to  sit  periodically 
and  keep  a  constant  eye  upon  the  interests 
of  the  children.  Even  under  this  Bill  they 
had  the  local  duties  with  regard  to  chil- 
dren divided — he  was  speaking  of  Scot- 
land— amongst  school  boards,  town 
councils,  and  parish  councils,  and  those 
three  bodies  were  working  separately 
and  without  much  reference  to  one 
another.  He  knew  that  in  some  cases  there 
were  little  joint  committees  working 
together,  but  he  would  like  to  see  such  a 
provision  embodied  in  the  Bill.  He  would 
like  to  have  at  headquarters  and  in  each 
locality  a  definite  oi^nisation  watching 
and  working  consistently  and  persistently 
to  save  the  children.  Another  advantage 
of  the  Bill  was  that  not  only  would  it 
help  the  children  but  it  would  help  those 
who  were  trying  to  help  the  children. 
They  could  not  do  everything  by  legisla- 
tion.  In  this  matter  he  tmiught  they 
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could  do  a  great  deal  by  setting  a 
standard  and  an  example,  and  there 
were  a  large   number  of  voluntary 

workers  all  over  the  country  who  were 
at  present  devoting  themselves  to  the 
interests  of  the  children.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  even 
by  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  he 
had  done  a  great  deal  to  give  a  new 
encouragement  and  a  new  stimulus  to 
these  good  people  to  put  forth  new 
efforts  for  th«  rescue  and  the  improve- 
ment of  children. 

•Mb.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.)  said 
that  from  the  course  of  the  debate  it  must 
be  apparent  to  the  H  iuse  that  this  was 
no  party  question.   Where  the  children 
were  concerned,  inside  and  outside  the 
House  everyone  was  anxious  to  do  what 
he  could  in  their  interests.   They  might 
differ  sometimes  as  to  the  exact  way  in 
which  their  desires  should  be  carried 
out,  but  he  was  sure  those  desires  were 
genuinely  held.    If  they  could  tap  the 
evil  at  its  source — if  they  took  care  of 
the  pennies,  the  pounds  would  take  care 
of  themselves — and  if  they  could  look  after 
the  children  while  they  were  young  and 
see  as  far  as  they  could  that  they  were 
safeguarded,  when  they  were  grown  up 
they  would  not  fall  upon  the  poor  rate  or 
go  to  prison.    Tho  Bill  had  undoubtedly 
a  great  deal  to  recommend  it,  although 
in  some  points  he  should  desire  to  be 
allowed  to  offer  criticism.   It  was  a 
consolidation  Bill  of  considerable  length, 
and  he  thanked  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  it  for  issuing  a  statement  point- 
ing out  where  there  were  changes  in  the  law 
and  where  there  was  mere  consolidation. 
The  Bill  dealt  with  so  many  questions 
that  it  became  almost  a  Committee  dis- 
cussion, but  that  could  not  be  avoided. 
The  question  of  infant  life  protection 
had  been  raised.     The  evils  of  baby 
farming   were   familiar   to  everybody. 
Terrible  outrages  had  been  committed, 
and  anything  they  could  do  properly  to 
inspect  homes  to  which  small  children 
were  consigned  was  desirable.    But  tact 
and  discretion  must  be  exercised  in 
inspecting  homes.   Questions  of  a  re- 
ligious character  might  come  up  which 
were  extremely  di£^ult  to  deal  with, 
and  again  there  might  be  legitimate  cases 
where  children  had  been  bona  fide  con- 
signed by  well-to-do  mnons  ta  homes 
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while  they  were  obliged  to  be  absent 
abroad.    As  far  as  he  could  under 
the  Bill  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary 
in  each  of  those  cases  that  some  in- 
spection should  talra  place.   He  waasure 
the  hon.  Member  would  consider  that 
that  would  be  supererogation.   It  would 
be  ridiculous  that  the  Bill  should  apply 
to  bona  fde  cases  of  that  kind,  and  he 
hoped  some  means  would  be  devised 
by  which  iJiey  might  be  excepted.  There 
was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  places  of  detention  for  juvenile  ofien- 
ders,  but  there  would  be  considerable 
difficulty  in  setting  them  up,  and  he 
wished  the  Bill  was  a  little  more  ex- 
plicit as  to  how  they  were  to  be  set  up 
and  paid  for.   No  doubt  anything  was 
better  than  sending  these  little  cluldren 
to  prison,  but  atill  there  was  room  for 
diacusuon  as  to  the  class  of  house  of 
detention  that  was  to  be  set  up.  Then 
again,  the  hon.  Blember  had  suggested  that 
in.  London  there  should  be  four  Court- 
houses to  form  a  part  of  the  houses  of 
detention.    Surely  that  would  not  cover 
the  ground  very  tiioroughly.  Children's 
cases  were    very  fairly    dealt  with 
by  the  Irf>ndon  magistrates,  who  were 
extremely  humane  and  kindly  in  their 
manner  towards  the  children .   The  Home 
Secretary  had  made  arrangements  with 
the    London    magistrates,    by  which 
the   cases  of  children  were  not  taken 
in  Court  during  the  ordinary  business, 
but  in  the  magistrates*  room,  and  he 
thought  the  hon.  Bfember  would  find 
it  difficult  to  devise  a  better  scheme. 
What  was  suggested  seemed  to  him  to 
be  very  elaborate  machinery  for  so 
few  cases.    He  noticed  that  imprison- 
ment of  children  under  twelve  was  to 
be  abolished,  but  one  case  in  which 
imprisonm^t  under  that  age  would 
be  necessary  had  already  been  pointed 
out  by  his  hon.  friend.   Where  a  child 
had  been  comnutted  to  an  industrial 
school  or  reformatory,  and  the  local 
authority  refused  to  pay,  that  child 
might  be  committed  to  prison.    It  was 
hard  upon  that  child  that  the  local 
authorities  who  refused  to  pay  should 
be  able  to  ride  off  with  the  result  that 
the  child  was  sent  to  prison.   He  ad- 
mitted that  his  own  country  had  failed 
Ln  some  respects  to  do  her  duty  in  this 
matter.    The  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries 
had  alluded  incidentally  to  the  subject,and 
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had  pointed  out  that  there  had  been  a 
failure  in  certain  cities  in  ScotUnd  to 
pay  the  necessary  snms  for  children 
committed  to  reformatory  and  industrial 
schools,  and  that  deserved  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  Member  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Bill.   He  was  glad  that  children  under  six- 
teen were  not  to  be  conunitted  to  penal 
servitude.   The  evil  effects  of  sending 
children  to  prison  were  set  forth  in  every 
Report  of  the  Prison  CommisBion ;  those 
B^orts  showed  how  imprisonment  made 
the   children  callous,   hardened,  and 
inured  to  prison  life,  and  how  they 
lost  their  self-respect.    Those  children 
in  prison  had  a  comparatively  easy  life 
with   their   food   and   clothes  found 
them.     Their    lives    were  regulated 
with  no  initiative  of  their  own,  and 
no  reward  for  energy,  and  when  .they 
were  liberated  from  that  hothouse  climate 
they  fell  an  easy  prey  to  anybody  who 
suggested  to  them  that  there  was  an 
easier  way  of  living  than  being  honest. 
As  regarded  reformatory  and  industrial 
schools  he  noted  lhat  some  su^estions 
made  by  a  Committee  over  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  preside  had  been  adopted, 
'  and  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  House 
^  was  taking  such  an  interest  in  the  question 
I  of  reformatory  and  industrifU  schools. 
I  He  knew  from  experience  that  it  was 
I  very  hard  to  get  people  to  understand 
I  that  kind  of  work.    He  had  talked  on 
the  subject  to  hon.  Members  and  they 
I  seemed  to  think  that  reformatory  schools 
I  were  a  sort  of  place  of  torture  for  little 
'  boys,  but  nothing  could  be  more  absurd, 
becaiise  those  boys  were  given  a  better 
education  in  some  respects  than  was 
j  given  in  the  board  schools,  because  it 
I  was  of  a  practical  kind.     The  boys 
I  in  reformatory  schools  were  taught  not 
I  only  book-learning,   but  such  .matters 
as  the  grow^  of  timber,  after  which 
they   were   put   into  tiie  carpenter's 
shop.    Other   boys  were  tau^t  the 
properties  of  leather,  and  were  after- 
wards   put    to    making    boots  and 
shoes,  and  when  those  boys  went  out 
into  the  world  in  after  life  they  were 
often  better  equipped  to  earn  theirlivingin 
industrial  occupations  than  boys  educated 
in  the  board  schools  only.    They  were 
also  given  liberty  and  freedom,  and  their 
self-respect  was  encoun^;ed  in  every 
possible  manner,  in  fact  the  career  of 
those  boys  was  n^jre  Jiike_  publg  «^hool 
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life  than  board  school  life.    They  were 
taken  out  to  camps  every  year,  and  they 
could  run   away  if   they   chose,  but 
scarcely  one  had  been  known  to  abuse 
his  privil^^   The  result  was  shown 
in  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Re- 
formatories, who  pointed  out  that  from 
85  to  90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  boys 
sent  to  reformatories  turned  out  a  com- 
plete cure  and  the  boys  became  good 
citizens.   One  inspector  told  him  that 
when  he  went  off  to  Canada  to  vuiit  some 
of  the  children  sent  out  there,  he  was 
met  by  a  carriage  and  pair  driven  by  a 
distinguished  official  who  sud  that  he 
had  been  educated  in  a  reformatory 
school  in  this  country.    He  was  glad 
that  the  hon.  Member  proposed  to  en- 
courage emigration  in  order  to  give  these 
boys  a  new  home  and  a  fresh  chance  in 
life.   Uany  local  authorities  rather  hesi- 
tated to  spend  £12  a  head  to  send  a  boy 
to  Canada,  but  hitherto  from  100  to 
150  boys  per  annum  had  been  sent 
in  that  way.    He  was  glad  to  notice 
that  the  hon.  Member  took  pow^  to 
apply  to  the  Treasury  for  a  further  sum 
to  be  spent  in  that  direction.   When  a 
boy  left  a  reformatory  school  he  was 
very  frequently  returned  to  his  parents 
and  began  life  under  his  former  surround* 
ings  with  the  result  that  he  often  lapsed 
again  into  crime.    That  evil  would  be 
remedied  if  the  boys  were  emigrated. 
He  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  some  of  the  clauses  which  he 
thought  were  less  commendable  than,  those 
to  which  he  had  referred.    One  of  them 
was  Clause  13,  which  dealt  with  cases  of 
accidental  burning.   He  hardly  thought 
the  hon.  Member  knew  the  full  effect  of 
tii%t  clause.    It  was  not  to  be  a  criminal 
act  to  have  a  fire  in  one*s  room  without 
a  fireguard,  but  if  an  accident  took  place 
and  a  child  got  burned  by  going  to  the 
fire,  then  the  fact  that  the  parent  had  not 
a  fireguard  became  a  criminal  act  and 
the  unfoctnnate  parent  was  to  be  hailed 
bsfore  the  Court.   What  would  happen 
in  the  case  of  children  called  down 
in  the  drawing-room  or  the  parlour  for 
the  children's  hour  1    If  an  accident 
took  place  would  the  parent  be  hailed 
before   the  magistrate  I   He  ventured 
to  say  that  there  were  no  statistics 
of  any  wilful  or  negligent  burning  of 
children  in  tiie  country.    In  the  case 
of  burning  because  the  fiie  was  not 

Mr,  Coehrane, 


guarded,  was  the  grief  of  the  whole 
family  to  be  accentuated  by  the  parent 
being  brought   before  the  magistrate 
and  fined  ?    If  they  were  going  to  make 
it  a  crime  if  a  child  met  witii  an  accident 
from  an  unguarded  fire  why  not  make 
it  also  a  crime  if  an  accident  occurred 
from  a  lamp  1    A  child  would  be  far  more 
likely  to  pull  a  lamp  over.    Why  not 
make  it  a  crime  if  a  child  was  injured 
crossing  the  road  in  the  middle  of  the 
traffic  ?    He  asked  the  hon.  Member 
to  consider  that  point  in  proposing 
such  restrictions,  Ua  in  that  respect 
he  did  not  thmk  he  was  acting  either 
wisely  or  well.    Then  again  he  would 
like  to  know  what  overlying  was.  Did 
he  suggest   that  the  mothers  of  this 
country  deUberately  lay  over  thai  chil- 
dren with  a  view  to  suffocating  them  f 
He  thought  that  was  a  monstrous  lega- 
tion and  a  statement  which  could  not  be 
proved.   The  late  Home  Secretary  read 
out  to  the  House  during  the  coarse  of 
his  speech  the  experience  of  a  coroner 
who  said  that  in  his  district  of  London 
they  had  been  engaged  for  some  years 
in  endeavouring  to  find  genuine  cases  of 
overlying,  but  so  far  their  search  had 
been  unfruitful.   Overl}'ing  was  a  generic 
term  probably  used  by  medical  officers 
to  cover  many  cases  where  children  were 
found  6aad  in  bed  and  a  diagnosis  proved 
somewhat  difficult.    He  did  not  believe 
there  was  such  a  thing  as  wilful  overlying 
of  children.    Hon.  Members  might  call  it 
grandmotherly  legislation,  but  it  would 
be  a  great  reflection  even  upon  a  grand- 
mother who  suggested  that  any  woman 
would  wilfully  overlie  her  child.  If 
overlying  was  really  an  offence  then  a 
£10  fine  was  totally  inadequate  to  meet 
the  case.  With  regard  to  j  uvenile  smoking 
he  did  not  think  that  that  was  an  offence 
of  a  very  flagrant  character.    Little  boys 
always  had  smoked  and  always  woidd 
smoke,  and  it  shoidd  not  be  overlooked 
that  smoking  in  early  years  brought  its 
own  penalties  with  it.   The  hon.  Member 
desired  to  check   that  habit  and  in 
doing  so  sheltered  himself  behind  the 
Report  of  the  House  of  Lords  Committee. 
He  did  not  believe  that  a  House  of  Lords 
Committee  was  infallible,  or  that  its 
recommendations   should   be  slavishly 
followed.   Thnr   reoommendation  was 
that  where  a  boy  was  seen  smoking,  m 
in  the  opinion  o^,s^(^^^^^}i^nt 
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-to  smoke,  he  should  be  dealt  vith.  A 
'hoy  might  be  sent  a  message  to  a  tobacoo- 
niBt*s  shop  hy  his  father,  and  on  coming 
■oat  of  the  shop  he  might  be  seen,  pursued, 
And  captured  by  a  constable  who  desired 
to  make  the  captote  when  he  ought  to 
be  attending  to  moie  serious  matters. 
The  officer  was  to         the  boy  to  a 
place  of  det«ition.  The  magistrate,  as 
was  explained  by  the  Uuder-Secretary, 
wonld  only  go  to  the  places  of  detention 
■every  other  day,  and  the  boy  might 
have  to  spend  a  night  in  the  house  of 
detention.   Under  the  Bill  whenever  a 
cha^  was  brought  against  a  boy  the 
paient  or  guardian  must  attend  the 
Court.   The  father  would  lose  a  day's 
wages  in  going  to  the  place  to  prove 
that  the  boy  was  sent  out  by  him 
to  buy  tobacco  or  cigarettes.  What 
remedy  would  there  be  for  the  boy  or 
the  parent  under  those  circumstances  ? 
AVas  it  not  a  straining  of  the  law  to 
subject  people  to  such  treatment  ?  Little 
boys  aim  would  smoke ;  they  had  only 
to  go  to  their  own  gardens,  or  do  as 
possibly  the  hon.  GJentleman  opposite 
had  himself  done — smoke  up  the  clumney. 
The  beat  way  to  deal  mth  this  matter 
-would  be  to  stop  the  practice  at  the 
fooatain,  and  make  it  illegal  to  sell  to 
little  boys  of  a  certain  age.   To  have 
a  little  boy  brought  before  a  magistrate 
&nd  to  cause  the  parent  to  lose  a  da^'s 
wages  was  going  a  great  deal  too  far. 
The  object,  no  doubt,  was  to  prevent 
the  parent  from  evading  the  responsibility 
which  ought  to  (all  upon  him.   It  was 
thought  that  if  the  boy's  father  lost 
a  day^B  wages  he  would  take  the  punish* 
ment  of  the  boy  into  his  own  hands. 
Was  that  fair  ?   If  it  was  thought  that 
the  boy  should  be  punished  otherwise 
than  by  fine,  if  it  was  thought  that 
punishment  with  a  strap  or  a  cane  was 
sufficient  for  a  boy  who  smoked,  why 
not  put  it  in  the  Bill  and  let  the  punish- 
ment be  administered  under  proper 
judioiiJ  authority  ?   If  the  parent  had 
lost  a  day's  wages,  how  would  he  treat 
the  boy  when  he  got  him  home  ?  The 
punishment  would   be   measured  not 
by  the  fact  that  the  little  boy  had  smoked, 
bat  by  the  fact  that  the  father  had  lost 
a  day's  wages.    The  punishment  might 
be  administer«l  when  the  parent  was 
in  a  fit  of  temper,  and  it  would,  Uiere- 
fore,  be  better  to  put  in  the  Bill  that 


the  boy  might  reodtve  three  or  four 
strokes  with  a  cane.  He  approved  of 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  bi  t 
the  clauses  to  which  be  had  referred 
did  not  add  to  its  strength,  and  if  they 
were  persisted  in  they  would  probably 
add  to  the  difficulty  of  passing  the 
measure. 

•Mr.  MACLEAN.  (Bath)  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Ayrshire  had  asked 
for  figures  showing  the  basis  for  the 
clauses  with  regard  to  accidents  from 
burning    and   overlying.     During  the 
Ust  seven  years  the  number  of  cases  of 
burning  was  10,500,  and  the  number  of 
cases  of  overlying  was  9,600.    He  sub- 
mitted that  was  a  huge  national  loss 
which  the  State  must  deal  with,  while 
having  due  regard  to  the  feelings  of 
parents  which  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
had  so  well  expressed.    A  case  oame 
to  his  notice  two  months  ago  in  which 
a  mother  of  drunken  habits  allowed  two 
or  three  young  children  to  play  about  in 
a  house,  with  the  result  that  some  of 
them  having  gone  too  near  the  fire  an 
accident    occurred.    The    mother  had 
placed  herself  in  such  a  condition  that 
she  was  unable  to  safeguard  the  children. 
She  was  prosecuted,  but  a  conviction 
was  not  obtained.    If  the  provisions  of 
tlua  Bill  had  been  in  foroe,  she  would 
have  been  properly  punished.    There  was 
\a  enormous  body  of  public  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  suggested  change  in  the  law- 
Last  year  there  were  hundreds  of  meet- 
ings held  all  over  England,  Scotland, 
Wales  and  Ireland,  and  the  officials  of 
the  Grovernraent  were  in  possession  of 
piles  of  resolutions  in  regard  to  the 
matter.   The  Society  of  Coroners  had  con- 
sidered the  matter  and  given  their  adhesion 
to  a  much  more  drastic  amendment  of 
the  law  than  was  proposed  by  the  Bill.  If 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Ayrshire 
considered  these  facts  he  would  perhaps 
tatro  a  different  view   of   the  clauses 
when  the  Bill  went   into  Committee. 
As   to  the   prevention  of  cruelty  to 
children,  excellent    results   had  come 
from  the  action  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention    of    Cruelty  to  Children, 
Fifteen  years  cases  of  brutal  ill-treatment 
i>f  children  found  about  45  per  cent, 
of  the  total  cases  dealt  with  by  the 
societv,  and  last  year  they  had  dropped 
down  to  8  per^<»jit.^^^:@(jpfl«fc«e  <£ 
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public  opinion  was  useful  in  preventing 
that  form  of  offence.  An  extraordinary 
amount  of  public  opinion  on  the 
part  of  all  claBses  of  society  had 
been  expressed  in  favour  of  the  clauses 
dealing  with  juvenile  smoking.  He 
remembered  reading  a  little  while  ago 
of  the  enormous  amount  of  cigarettes 
consumed  in  Sheffield.  That  account 
stated  that  no  less  than  30,000,000  were 
smoked  by  young  smokere  in  that  city. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  had  said  that 
that  evil  should  be  dealt  with  at  the  source. 
It  was  proposed  by  Clause  37  to  make  it 
an  ofEence  for  any  person  to  sell  or  give 
"  to  a  person  apparently  under  the  age 
of  uxteen  years  any  cigarettes  or 
cigarette  papers,  whether  tar  his  own 
use  or  not."  He  welcomed  the  pro- 
visions in  the  first  portion  of  the  fiill 
in  regard  to  infant  life  protection. 
As  to  the  proposals  for  the  extension 
of  the  reformatory  school  system,  he 
admitted  that  they  were  desirable,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  was  old-fashioned 
enough  to  be  very  chary  indeed  of  de- 
stroying parental  responsibility  for  the 
child.  The  tim  of  the  State  should  not 
be  BO  much  to  take  the  child  from  the 
home  as  to  take  cruelty  from  the  home. 
He  believed  they  could,  by  insisting 
on  the  responsibihty  of  the  parent,  do 
an  enormous  amount  of  good.  He 
would  beg  the  House  not  to  entertain 
the  idea  that  parents  were  to  be  relieved 
of  their  responsibility  and  allowed  to 
dump  their  children  into  industrial 
schools.  Parents  must  be  educated  as 
to  their  responsibilities.  There  was  one 
pdnt  which  had  not  been  touched 
upon  with  regard  to  Children's  Courts. 
There  were  many  young  rascals  in  the 
Btreeta  who  seemed  to  like  the  notoriety 
derived  from  being  placed  in  the  d(  ok. 
He  thought  a  great  deal  of  the  incentive 
to  wrong-doing  would  be  taken  away 
if  these  young  persons  who  appeared 
in  the  public  Courta  were  quietly 
dealt  with  in  a  private  room  by 
magistrates  who  knew  all  about  them.  A 
new  era  was  opening  up  for  the  protection 
of  these  drift  species  of  young  humanity. 
These  things  had  been  dealt  with  effectu- 
ally in  America,  even  in  Egypt,  and 
certainly  in  Australia,  and  thousands 
of  young  people  had  been  rescued  from 
an  undesirable  life  and  surroundings. 
From  his  own  personal  experience,  he 
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wished  to  join  in  the  commendations 
which  had  been  given  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Office.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  seen  everybody 
who  coiUd  give  him  information  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  Bill,  and  it  was 
owing  to  his  ingenuity  and  skill,  and  the 
time  he  had  devoted  to  it,  that  they 
found  the  measure  in  its  pcesent  shape. 
He  hoped  he  would  be  pardoned 
for  a  reference  to  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Waugh,  who  was  well  known  to''  all 
Members  of  the  House  for  his  tremendous 
earnestness  in  favour  of  Bills  such  as 
this.  He  deeply  regretted  that  ^that 
great  phibnthiopist  had  not  lived  to 
see  the  passage  of  this  into  law  ; 
he  had  gone  from  them,  but  he  vaa 
worthy  of  an  equal  place  in  their  memories 
with  Shaftesbury  and  Bamardo. 

Mb.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland)  said 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppose  the 
Bill  in  any  way.  He  comment  it  as 
consolidating  all  the  Tarioua  Acta  of 
Parliamoit  applicable  to  child  life,  and 
he  recommended  his  right  htm.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Lo^l  Glovemment 
Board  to  adopt  a  similar  policy  in  teoard 
to  Housing  Acts.  He  thought  tW« 
were  two  aspects  of  this  question  of 
child  life.  He  agreed  with  those  who 
asserted  that  every  parent  who,  through 
drink  or  immond  conduct  n^lected  his 
children,  and  allowed  them  to  ^  to- 
waste,  should  be  prosecuted  to  the 
utmost  extent.  But  the  economic  aspect 
of  the  question  must  also  be  recognised. 
Let  them  take  the  case  of  a  widow  left  with 
four  or  five  children,  and  compiled  to 
go  out  to  do  charing  work  and  wuhiiq; 
for  their  support  and  h«  own.  What 
was  that  poor  woman  to  do  with  the 
children  when  she  was  out  earning  her 
living  ?  She  could  not  afford  economi- 
cally to  pay  for  the  protection  of  the 
children,  however  much  she  would  like 
to.  Was  it  then  ri^t  to  punish  her 
if  any  harm  came  to  them  through 
what  he  called  innocent  n^ect !  In 
the  slums  of  the  City  of  London  there 
were  35,000  children  who  had  practically 
no  parental  care,  and  the  wonder  to 
him  often  was  that  the  children  were 
not  really  worse  than  they  were.  Where 
a  child  had  been  lost  through  accidental 
burning,  it  did  not  always,  foUbw  that 
the  parent  hi^^'ii^^lecWr'£h^G»«iwt5 
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of  the  child,  and  he  repudiated  the  idea 
of  ptmishing  the  parent  under  such 
circumstances.    The  loss  of  the  child 
by  fire  was  itself  quite  sufficient  punish- 
ment.  If   they   were   to   rescue  the 
children  for  the  future  service  of  the 
State,  the  House  must  go  a  step  further 
and  recognise  the  necessity  of  putting 
within  the  reach  of  every  parent  the 
economic  opportunity  of  looking  after 
the  welfare  of  hia  or  her  children.  In  the 
larger  towns  men  who  would  do  better 
if  they  had  the  opportunity  were  com- 
pelled to  live  amid  miserable  surroundings, 
and  the  diildren  had  nothing  but  the 
pawnshop  and  public  -  house  as  their 
conatant  companions,  and  the  gutter 
aa  their  playground.   These  men  uiould 
have  an  economic  opportunity  of  doing 
their  best  for  their  children,  which  at 
present   they   had    not.  Reformatory 
schools  had  been  spoken  of  very  eulo- 
fpsticall^.   An  hon.  Member hadled  them 
to   believe   that  reformatory  schools 
were  better  than  board  BcmKtls,  and 
had  spoken  about  an  individual  who  had 
been  brought  up  in  a  reformatory  school, 
and  was   now    driving    about   in  a 
carriage  and  pair.   One  would  have 
thought   from   the   hon.  Gentleman's 
remarks  that  the  board  schools  were 
inferior  to   the   reformatory  schools ; 
bat  he  maintained  that  bo  far  as  the 
•education   in  the  board  schools  was 
concerned,  the  hon.  Member's  statement 
■was  a  gross  exaggeration.   He  wished 
to  say  that  so  far  as  the  occupants  of 
the  Labour  Benches  were  concerned, 
they  were  pleased  at  the  many  good 
features  in  the  Bill,  and  were  prepared 
to  allow  it  to  go  to  a  Committee  upstairs, 
where  a  few  Amendments  might  be  made 
to  make  the  punishment  a  little  less 
severe  on  innocent  people  who  were 
unable  to  take  every  care  of  their  childrea. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  spoken  of  the  big  national 
loss  involved  in  the  sacrifice  of  child 
life  to-day.   That  was  an  enormous 
loss  to  the  nation,  and  they  ought  to 
do  their  best  to  lessen  it.   He  sub  nitted 
to  the  House,  however,  that  the  true 
remedy,  if  they  wanted  to  rescue  the 
-children,  was  to  tap  the  evil  at  its 
source,  and  to  afford  to  the  parents  an 
economic  opportunity  to  bring  up  their 
children  as  uiey  ought  to  be  brought 
up. 


•Mr.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth) 
thought  that  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  introducing  this  measure  was 
statesmanlike.  He  commended  the 
clauses  which  instituted  child  Courts 
and  did  away  with  impriaonmetit  of 
the  children.  He  especially  thanked  his 
hon.  friend  the  Under-Secretary  for 
having  introduced  Clauses  13  and  14, 
which  were  in  substance  the  same  as 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  he  had  brought 
in  last  year  to  prevent  cruelty  to 
children.  He  had  been  a  coroner  for 
nearly  twenty-five  years  and  ft  deputy 
coroner  for  five  yeeaa  in  one  of  the 
largest  towns  in  the  Kingdom,  and, 
from  experience  obtained  in  tiiat 
capacity,  he  believed  that  if  the  Bill 
became  law,  the  great  loss  of  children 
through  burning  and  overljTng  would  be 
reduced  by  one -half.  It  was  terrible 
to  contemplate  the  awful  punishment 
which  a  child  was  compelled  to  undergo 
from  burning.  It  was  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  children  who  were 
overlaid  were  weaklings.  They  were 
generally  healthy  children  who  were 
taken  to  bed  by  their  mothers  some- 
times in  a  drunken  condition.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sunder- 
land had  referred  to  the  economic  side 
of  the  question  ;  but  was  it  an  economic 
question,?  He  supposed  it  would  be 
said  lihat  the  parents  were  unable  in  the 
case  of  child-burning  to  provide  fire- 
guards, but  his  experience  was  that 
that  excuse  was  rarely  made.  Chari- 
table institutions  would  arise  which 
would  provide  fireguards  if  necessary, 
but  he  believed  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  when  the  parents  got  to 
know  the  responsibility  which  rested 
upon  them  they  would  find  means  to 
meet  it.  From  an  experience  of  thirty 
years  he  could  assure  the  House  that  no 
fear  need  be  felt  that  innocent  parents 
would  be  punished.  Let  the  people 
know  that  the  responsibility  rested 
upon  them  and  they  would  set  to  work 
to  think  for  themselve&,  as  they 
did  not  too  often  do  now,  and  they 
would  take  the  necessary  pracaurions. 
He  hoped  that  thoae  two  clauses  would 
be  passed,  and  that  generally  the  Bill 
wo'jld  be  acceptable. 

ViscoDNT  MORPETH  (Birmingham,S.) 
said  he  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two 
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about  industrial  schooU,  and,  differing 
from  his  hon.  friend  below  him,  he  did 
not  compare  them  with  board  schools. 
The  children  in  the  board  schools  were 
the  children  of  the  free,  but  the  children 
in  the  industrial  schools  had  been  sent 
there  for  their  own  fault  or  more  often 
for  the  faults  of  their  jnrents.  Con- 
sidering the  source  from  which  children 
in  industrial  schools  came  they  had 
accomplished  some  of  the  most  remark- 
able things  that  had  ever  been  seen 
in  this  country.  When  they  considered 
that  the  children  were  recruited  from 
the  moral  dregs  of  the  population  it 
was  a  testimony  to  their  extraordinary 
success  that  they  turned  these  children 
out  as  reliable  men  and  women.  That 
fact  spoke  greatly  to  the  credit  of  these 
institutions.  He  fully  agreed  with  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath  as 
to  parental  responsibility,  and  no  person 
in  that  House  could  be  more  anxious 
to  retain  it  than  he  was,  but  there  was 
a  class  of  parent  to  whom  children  could 
not  be  safely  left.  The  hon.  Member 
below  him  had  quoted  two  or  three 
cases  which  were  quite  enough  to  show 
that  that  was  so,  and  it  was  unnecessary 
to  amplify  them.  No  Government 
or  country  could  leave  children  in 
the  hands  of  guardians  such  as  those, 
and  it  was  very  difficult  ttf  provide 
for  them  except  by  the  industrial  school 
methods,  which  had,  as  he  had  said, 
been  extremely  successful.  Anyone  who 
had  seen  the  sort  of  boys  and  girls  they 
turned  out,  and  the  affection  they  had 
for  the  places  in  which  they  had  lived, 
would  understand  what  the  work  was 
which  those  institutions  were  doing. 
It  was  most  important  that  the  children 
should  be  sent  to  them  in  good  time 
before  it  was  too  late  to  save  them, 
because  if  they  did  not  go  to  the  indus- 
trial school  they  went  later  on  to  the 
reformatory  or  the  prison.  It  was 
objected  that  the  industrial  schools 
were  not  sufficient  in  number,  and  were 
a  burden  upon  the  rates,  but  he  would 
be  glad  to  support  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  any  measure  he  might  take,  in  order 
to  supply  an  adequate  number  of  in- 
dustrial schools,  whether  it  was  by 
putting  an  obligation  on  the  local  authori- 
ties to  erect  them,  or  by  giving  larger 
grants  for  children  in  the  schools. 
in  regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Select 
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Committee  in  reference  to  angle  nurse- 
child  homes,  he  said  with  some  (Uffidence 
that  he  had  doubts  upon  the  matter,, 
because  he  saw  in  the  Report  that 
the  Members  were  unanimous  on  the 
question  of  inspection,  and  he  had  not 
the  benefit  of  being  a  Member  of  th& 
Committee  which  gave  illustrations  of 
carelessness,  neglect,  and  cruelty  even 
in  single  nurse-child  homes,  which  necesd- 
tated  some  inspection.  He  could  not 
help  saying  that  all  these  things  were  a 
balance  of  advantage  and  disadvantage, 
and  if  there  were  some  cases  of  neglect 
and  cruelty  in  those  homes,  there  were- 
many  hundreds  of  homes  where  much 
affection  and  care  was  given  by  the 
foster-parents  to  the  poor  childrMi 
who  were  boarded  out.  Inspection  was 
a  necessary  evil,  and  if  no  harm  took 
place  so  much  the  better,  but  there 
were  many  homes  in  which,  if  there 
was  to  be  inspection,  the  children  would 
not  be  received  so  readily  or  so  cordially. 
He  noticed  that  at  the  end  of  the  Report 
it  was  said  that  so  far  as  possible  the 
inspection  should  be  deprived  of  any 
rigid  or  formal  character,  and  carried  out 
by  women  possessing  special  qualifica- 
tions for  the  work.  Locally  they  knew 
that  there  were  great  numbers  of  women 
ready  to  give  their  time  to  work 
of  this  kind,  but  very  often  those 
women,  eealous  and  keen  as  they 
were,  had  the  defects  of  their  qualities. 
Perhaps  the  excess  of  zeal  which  they 
put  into  the  accomplishment  of  their 
work  had  an  irritating  effect  upon  the 
foster  parents  who  received  t^e  children. 
The  lady  full  of  the  expectation  of  a 
tidiness  which  was  imposable,  or  of 
open  windows  which  were  not  prevalent 
in  this  country,  swooped  down  upon  a 
cottage  and  made  requirements  which 
the  foster-parents  were  unable  or  un- 
willing to  comply  with,  and  very  often 
the  father  of  the  family  said  that  if  he 
was  to  be  exposed  to  visits  of  that  kind 
he  would  rather  do  without  the  child. 
That  was  the  difficulty  which  presented 
itself  in  coimtry  districts  and  it  was  a 
great  one  to  overcome.  He  quite  recog- 
nised, however,  that  inspection  might  W 
necessary,  but  he  would  suggest  that 
when  the  Bill  got  into  Committee  the 
hon.  Grentleman  should  carefully  con- 
sider  the  matter,,, jj^dQ^^i,^^  it 
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was  not  possible  to  put  in  quali- 
fications which  would  enable  him  to 
exempt  certain  homes  from  inspection. 
He  saw  that  there  would  be  a  difficulty 
in  the  case.  If  some  homes  were  to  be 
exempt  while  others  were  inspected,  it 
would  cast  a  slur  upon  those  homes  which 
were  not  considered  worthy  of  exemption, 
but  he  hoped  that  some  means  would 
be  found  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty. 
It  was  a  great  and  real  one,  and 
if  it  was  not  dealt  with  incalculable 
harm  would  be  done  in  regard  to  the 
boarding-out  of  children.  Then  as  to 
onoking,  he  thought  everybody  agreed 
that  it  was  bad  for  young  boys,  and 
he  was  very  anxious  it  ^ould  be  stopped, 
but  to  Hs  mind  the  proper  authorities 
to  stt^  it  were  the  parent  and  the  school- 
master. The  Bill  was  brought  in  to 
prevent  boys  from  coming  into  the 
atmosphere  of  the  police  Court  or  the 
prison,  and  yet  it  went  out  of  its  way 
m  regard  to  a  not  very  serious  offence 
to  drag  boys  into  that  atmosphere. 
If  the>Bill  confined  itself  to  forbidding 
the  sale  of  tobacco  to  boy^,  he  thought 
no  harm  would  be  done,  and  he  would 
point  out  that  that  would  follow  the 
analogy  of  the  Licensing  Bill  under 
which  children  were  not  to  be  allowed 
to  go  into  a  public  house.  The  age- 
limit  was  sixteen,  or  such  limit  as ; 
the  magistrates  might  determine,  but 
tJiej  must  remember  that  at  six- 
teen a  very  lai^e  number  of  boys 
were  not  under  the  control  of  their 
parents  and  were  not  pupils,  but  were 
earning  their  own  livelihood  and  standing 
on  their  own  feet,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  make  restrictions  on  their  liberty. 
He  objected  to  the  proposal  because  it 
would  bring  up  boys  to  disregard  the 
law,  which  was  a  more  serious  fault 
dian  smoking.  They  would  learn  to 
break  the  laws  of  the  country  and  would 
think  that  it  was  a  tri\'ial  and  unim- 
portant thii^.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  the  fact  that  the  State  had 
denounced  the  practice  would  impress 
the  young,  but  he  was  afraid  that  the 
young  had  not  so  developed  that  any 
decrees  of  the  State  would  impress  them 
in  such  a  matter.  He  did  not 
wish  to  repeat  what  so  many  had  said, 
but  he  desired  to  express  how 
grateful  they  were  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
for  his  excellent  BiU. 
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*Mb.  BRIGHT  (01dham)remarkedthat 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  he 
would  like  to  say  in  regard  to  the  single 
nurse  child  homes  that  they  had  very 
ample  evidence  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  inspection.  They  had  also  evidence 
that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  finding 
homes  for  a  single  nurse  child  amongst 
decent  people.  They  had  before  tiiem 
the  evidence  of  the  lady  in^tectors. 
The  noble  Lord  was  inclined  to  imagine 
that  the  female  inspectors  would  behave 
in  a  harsh  manner,  but  he  thought  if  he 
had  seen  the  ladies  who  came  before  the 
Committee  and  heard  their  evidence 
he  would  not  have  entertained  that 
opinion.  They  said  that  in  the  single 
nurse  child  homes  which  they  had  in- 
spected, and  which  they  had  no  difficulty 
in  getting  permission  to  inspect,  the 
presence  of  the  lady  inspector  was  not  only 
not  resented  but  welcomed.  He  thought 
there  would  be  no  difficulty,  from  what 
they  heard,  in  obtaining  a  large  number 
of  good  homes.  Unfortunately,  a  large 
number  of  tiiese  children,  he  was  afraid, 
were  sent  to  lliese  homes  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  rid  of  them  and  never  seeing 
them  again,  and  in  many  cases  they 
had  been  so  neglected  that  their  lives 
were  shortened.  In  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  inspectors  they 
had  evidence  that  in  a  great  many  places 
in  the  larger  areas  of  the  country  no  in- 
spectors had  been  appointed  to  inq>ect 
the  homes  in  which  two  or  three  children 
were  kept,  or  that  inspectors  had  in  the 
first  instance  been  appointed,  but  after 
that  no  appointments  had  been  made» 
and  the  provisions  as  to  inspection  had 
become  a  dead  letter.  This  Bill  said  that 
public  bodies  "may"  appoint  inspectors, 
but  he  thought  it  should  be  altered  to 
'*  shall,"  BO  that  all  these  homes  should  be 
inspected.  There  was  a  oUtuse  in  the  Bill 
which  gave  power  for  taking  away  little 
girls  from  immoral  houses.  [Of  course 
there  was  a  distinction  between  the 
dangers  to  little  girls  and  little  boys  in 
those  houses,  but  he  should  say  that  it 
was  desirable  to  remove  little  boys 
also,  and  he  did  not  see  why  they  should 
not  be  included  in  the  clause.  In  Clause 
106  it  was  provided  that  children  under 
sixteen  should  not  be  allowed  to  pawn 
clothes,  and  he  had  had  evidence  befcre 
him  that  there  was  a  great  deal  done 
in  the  pawning  of  little  children's  clothes 
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by  drunken  parents.  He  knew  that  an 
objection  waB  made  to  any  law  which 
prevented  pawnbrokers  from  taking  little 
children's  clothes,  because  it  was  said 
that  the  parents  might  wish  to  raise 
money  on  the  clothes  of  dead  children 
or  cast-oil  suits.  But  in  those 
cases  the  parents  would  not  want 
to  pawn  them,  but  to  sell,  as  they 
could  get  a  better  price  than  it  was 
possible  to  get  on  a  pawn  ticket.  He  was 
told  that  in  many  cases  children  were 
provided  with  clothes  for  the  purposfl 
of  going  to  church,  chapel,  or  Sunday 
school,  but  on  Monday  morning  the 
drunken  father  or  mother  took  the 
clothes  and  pawned  them  till  the  follow- 
ing Saturday.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  .good  provision  to  prohibit  pawn- 
brokers £rom  taking  children's  clothes  in 
pawn.  He  understood  that  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  and  he  believed  in  Edin- 
burgh, the  police  acted  in  conjunction 
with  the  charitable  organisations  to 
prevent  the  pawning  of  children's  clothes. 
As  to  the  question  of  fireguards,  the 
accounts  of  accidents  were  terrible. 
Fireguards  were  extremely  cheap,  and  a 
great  many  benevolent  people  were 
quite  willing  to  provide  them  in  cases 
where  the  parents  were  too  poor  to  do  so. 
The  charges  of  overlying  were  often  of  a 
very  serious  character.  He  heard  not 
long  ago  of  a  case  where  a  woman  had  lost 
four  or  five  children  in  this  way  in  succes- 


administrative  work  to  find  that  objection 
was  taken  to  the  inefficiency  of  some  part 
of  the  machinery;  but  the  moment 

an  attempt  was  made  to  touch  the  evil, 
the  moment  machinery  was  intro- 
duced which  was  to  work  drastically  and 
efficiently  and  to  remedy  the  evU,  all 
sorts  of  objections  were  raised — the 

rt  social  objection  referred  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sunder- 
Und,  or  else  some  interference  with 
the  liberty  of  the  individual,  raised 
by  many  Members,  and  so  on.  It  was, 
however,  impossible  to  make  an  omelette 
without  breaking  eggs,  and  a  great 
social  reform  of  this  kind  could  not  be 
carried  out  without  interference  with 
personal  liberty,  and  posdbly  with  a 
good. deal  that  might  be  picturesque 
enough  in  ordinary  Ufe.  They  wished  to 
rescue  "  Oliver  Twist'* out  of  theclutcbee 
of  "  Fagin,"  and  in  the  process  it 
might  become  necessary  to  take  "Little 
Nell"  away  from  her  grandfather. 
With  regard  to  the  gipsy  clauses, 
it  was  said  the  proposals  of  the 
BiU  interfered  with  the  picturesque  and 
free  side  of  life.  No  one  would  suggest 
such  a  thing  as  that  who  had  seen  the 
actual  conditions  under  which  the  gipsy 
children  lived.  It  was  not  said  by  the 
one  man  in  Scotland  who  knew  most 
about  the  reality  as  well  as  the  poetry  of 
Scottish  Ufe— Sir  Walter  Scott.  In  the 
"  Heart  of  Midlothian,"  and  still  more 


ainn  AnA  uppftrftnfly  did  nrtt  ftftT«-wliftth#fJ-iq  tty^  "  Bighiftnd  Widow,"  he  stripped 
they  died  or  lived.   He  welcomed  the  Bill,  the  life  of  alTitS  pi.cl  uresqueness.  and 


and  hoped  it  would  soon  pass  through  the 
•House,  for  he  believed  it  met  with  general 
approval. 

♦Sir  KENRY  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities)  pointed  out  that 
-under  the  present  condition  of  discussion 
it  was  impossible  for  those  Members 
who  were  not  on  this  particular  Com- 
mittee to  which  this  Bill  would  be 
referred  to  have  anything  to  say  as  to 
the  form  the  Bill  would  take,  except 
in  the  present  limitei  discussion,  though 
many  of  them  were  interested  in  the 
subject,  and  had  spent  their  lives  in 
studying  schemes  to  ameliorate  thu  con- 
ditionsof  thechildren.  One  thing  that  had 
struck  him  in  the  course  of  the  debate  was 
that  the  criticisms  upon  the  Bill  had  all 
followed  a  very  usual  course.  It  was 
the  experience  of  all   accustomed  to 

Mr.  Bright. 


pointed  out  what  was'lhe  real  state  of 
degradation  under  which  tkese  people 
lived.  In  certain  parts  of  Scotland 
he  had  seen  it  himself.  He  had  enllP'",^ 
the  caves  where  some  of  these  gip"*^ 
lived  on  the  Caithness  coast,  and 
after  what  he  had  seen  people  thougO^ 
no  change  was  called  for,  he  coulH^ 
not  understand  their  feelii^s.  It  \ 
was  the  same  with  regard  to  the  drastic  ^ 
remedy  proposed  for  overlying.  That 
evil  could  not  be  remedied  without 
something  that  would  strike  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  the  careless,  or  those  who 
were  neglectful  of  their  duties  of  mother* 
hood.  That  could  only  be  done  by 
drastic  machinery,  which  was  always 
apt  to  be  objected  to  as  interfering 
with  personal  liberty.  One  point  he 
desired  to  impress  on  the  hon.  Gtentle* 
man  was  that  it  wouldrTipt  do„to 
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try  and  carry  on  all  this  remedial  work 
of  raising  these  waifs  and  strays  as  if 
it  were  part  of  the  great  educational 
work  of  the  country.  It  was  not 
«dacational  bat  remedial  work.  And 
the  work  which  was  being  dealt  with  in 
this  Bill  was  more  or  less  of  a  penal  kind. 
It  could  not  help  being  so.  It  had  to  deal 
very  often  not  with  the  regular  in- 
habitants of  the  locality  where  these 
persons  were  found.  They  were  waifs 
and  strays  jettisoned  by  society — thrown 
by  chance  into  a  particular  locality. 
ITierefore  it  was  not  fair  to  lay  the 
whole  burden  on  the  locality  as  was 
done  in  the  case  of  ordinary  educa- 
tion. The  central  authority  of  the 
State  must  step  in  in  this  case  with  a 
larger  share  of  public  money  to  the 
assistance  of  the  locality  which  needed 
it.  The  local  authorities  often  found 
that  the  public  opinion  of  the  locality 
was  not  behind  them  in  spending  ade- 
quately upon  such  remedial  asxd  casual 
work  as  this^  ureent  as  it  was.  These 
waifs  and  strays  bad  no  one  to  staiul  up 
and  criticise  the  provisions  which  were 
made  for  them,  and  the  State  must  there- 
fore step  in,  and  while  it  impmed  a  high 
standard,  must  also  largely  assist  the 
locality  in  muDtaining  that  standard. 
This  was  not  a  municipal  burden,  it  was 
a  work  that  must  be  carried  out  at  the 
expense  of  the  State. 

Mb.  L.  HASLAM  (Monmouth 
Boroughs)  called  attention  to  what  he 
believ&d  was  an  omission  in  the  Bill,  viz., 
that  there  was  no  prorinon  to  prevent 
insuring  children  by  foster  parents. 
Baby  farmers  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
liave  any  advantage  in  the  case  of  the 
death  of  a  child,  and  he  suggested  a  clause 
by  which  it  should  be  not  only  illegal  for 
the  foster-parents  to  insiure  children  but 
for  any  company  or  person  to  insure  them. 
He  understood  that  the  Home  Secretary 
was  prepared  to  introduce  a  clause  to  that 
effect,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the 
•cordial  assent  of  the  House. 

Loud  EDMUND  TALBOT  (Sussex, 
Ouchester)  congratulated  the  Under- 
Secretary  up<m  one  feature  of  the  Bill, 
"Which  he  described  as  contrasting  very 
favourably  with  other  legislative  efforte 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  children. 
As  he  read  the  Bill,  adequate  and  definite 


consideration  was  given  to  the  religiouu 
denominations  to  which  the  children 
belonged.  That  very  important  part  of 
the  rights  of  the  cldld  and  the  parent 
as  regards  religion  was  properly  safe- 
guarded. In  certain  quarters  an  im- 
pression prevailed  that  the  Catholic  com- 
munity was  against  the  inspection  of  the 
one  child  homes.  That,  however,  was 
not  the  case.  It  was  not  a  religious 
question  at  all,  and  the  Catholics  wereeB 
much  divided  upon  it  as  other  pe<^e. 
Personally  he  was  against  inspection, 
but  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  and  the 
exemptions  that  were  recommended  by 
that  Report,  the  recommendations  of 
which  the  Under-Secretary  by  this  Bill 
was  attempting  to  carry  out. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Standing  Committee. 


EXPLOSION  (GLENAHIERY). 

*Mr.  HAYILAND  burke  (King's 
County,  TuUamore)  rose  to  call  attention 
to  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  explosion  at  Lord  Ashtown's  Lodge, 
Glenahiery,  and  to  move,  "  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  the  interests  of 
truth  and  justice  require  a  full  public 
inquiry  upon  oath  into  all  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  explosion  at 
Lord  Ashtown's  shooting  lodge  at  Gl^ia- 
hiery  on  14th  August  last,  including 
the  subsequent  attempt  made  to  incite 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  (Jalway  to  commit  an  outrage  upon 
Woodlawn  Church  on  Slst  August  last." 
He  felt  himself  confronted,  he  said,  by  a 
very  great  and  obvious  difficulty,  the 
difficulty  of  stating  on  an  occasion  when 
they  had  only  two  hours  and  three- 
quarters  left  for  discussion,  the  whole  of 
the  facta  of  a  case  which  was  not  only 
very  mysterious,  but  in  his  opinion, 
of  the  very  gravest  character,  demand- 
ing the  most  searching  and  merci- 
less inquiry  by  the  Executive  that 
claimed  to  be  Skit  and  impartial  in  its 
dealings  between  man  and  man  in  Ire- 
land. He  wished  to  recall  the  fact  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  explosion  at 
Glenahiery  was  of  a  character  almost 
unprecedented  in  Inland,  --It. -wa^ -not 
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caused  by  an  infernal  machine,  or  dyna- 
mite cartridge,  which  could  be  carried  in 
a  man*B  pocket ;  it  was  caused,  according 
to  the  official  evidence,  by  means  of  a 
large  iron  pot  of  considerable  weight,  a 
baDc  of  timber,  several  quart  bottles, 
assumed  to  have  contain«L  paraffin  oil, 
some  yards  of  specially  manufactured 
fuse,  a  wheelbarrow,  and  a  pole  of  wood. 
One  of  his  hobbies  had  al^ys  been  the 
study  of  criminology,  and  he  remembered 
distinctly,  when  he  opened  his  paper 
which  contained  news  of  the  outrage, 
saying  to  his  friends  that  the  thing  on  ^e 
face  of  it  was  not  done  hastily  by  one 
man,  that  it  had  been  done  deliberately, 
and  with  not  the  least  hurry,  and  that 
far  more  than  two  men,  let  alone  one  man, 
had  been  concerned  in  it.  So  far,  this 
case  had  not  been  tried  by  a  jury,  not 
even  by  a  jury  of  respectable  Orangemen. 
It  had  been  tried  in  the  first  place  by 
County  Court  Judge  Fitzgerald,  and 
tried  next  on  appeal  by  Hr.  Justice 
Kenny.  Against  the  personal  integrity 
of  these  Irish  magnates  he  had  not 
one  word  to  say.  At  the  same  time  it 
was  the  merest  afiectation  to  assume 
that  a  strong  party  man  ceased  to  think 
about^titics,  or  the  bearings  of  general 
events  upon  political  parties,  because 
he  was  traiulated  to  the  judicial 
bench.  Judges  were  amply  protected 
in  that  House  against  any  tmdue  criticism 
ia  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  although 
he  might  remind  the  House  that  the 
first  thing  they  did  after  the  great  Revolu- 
^ion  was  to  put  a  curb  upon  the  great  and 
<langerous  increase  of  powers  of  the 
Judges  of  the  land.  And  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  since  Judge  Jeffreys,  in  the 
era  of  James  II.,  publicly  threatened  an 
iilnglish  juryman  that  he  would  get  his 
nose  slit  for  him  if  he  did  not  consent 
to  a  hanging  verdict,  few  worse  displays 
had  been  made  from  the  Bench  than  the 
display  made  by  County  Court  Judge 
Fitzgerald  on  the  first  hearing  of  this 
case.  Now  he  wished  to  say  to  begin 
with  

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  :  On 
a  point  of  order.  I  should  like  to  ask 
if  it  is  in  order — [Nationalist  cries  of 
**  Yes,  it  is."]  This  ia  not  a  matter  to  be 
decided  by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gai^;way ;  it  is  for  the  Deputy-Speaker. 
I  wish  to  ask,  Sir,  wheUier  it  is  in  order 

Mr.  HcnUand  Burhe. 


for  an  hon.  Member  to  say  of  a  County 
Judge  in  Ireland  that  he  is  the  worst 
example  of  judicial  misconduct  on  the 
Bench  since  the  time  of  Judge  JeffreyB. 

*Mr.  deputy  -  SPEAKER  (Mr. 
Caldwell)  :  It  is  a  well-known  rule 
of  the  House  that  no  reference  of  a 

derogatory  character  should  be  made 
to  a  Judge,  and  I  hope  that  the  hon. 
Member  will  withdraw  it. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) 
said  that  his  hon.  friend  spoke  of  Judge 
Fitzgerald,  not  in  his  capacity  of  (bounty 
Court  Judge,  but  in  his  capacity  arising 
from  his  being  authorised  under  the 
statute  to  decide  malicous  claims. 

•Mb.  deputy -SPEAKER:  There 
is  no  distinction.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  executive  or  administrative  functions. 
I  call  upon  Mr.  Haviland  Burke. 

Mr.  Haviland  Bvbkb  and  Mr.  Mo<»e 
rose  together,  and  there  were  loud 
Nationalist  cries  of  "  Shame,"  "Name.*' 
and  "Sit  down." 

•Mr.  deputy-Speaker  :  The  hon. 

Member  for  Armagh  has  risen  to  a  point 
of  order. 

Mb.  MOORE:  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker, 
is  it  your  ruling  that  the  statement  should 
be  withdrawn  ?  [National  cries  of 
"  No."] 

*Mb.  deputy-speaker  :  It  wa* 
rather  out  of  order,  but  I  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  call  upon  the  hon.  Member 
to  withdraw. 

•Mr.  haviland  BURKE  said  that 
when  interrupted  he  was  about  to  say 
that  he  held  no  brief  from  District- 
Inspector  Preston  or  any  other  member 
of  the  autocratic  and  mili  tary  police  force, 
which  they  believed  to  be  extravagant, 
overmanned,  and  overpaid,  and  over 
which  the  Irish  people  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Irish  people  had  no  control 
whatsoever.  But  this  matter  of  District- 
Inspector  Preston  did  gravely  concern 
the  public  administration  of  justice,  a«d 
he  said,  and  said  it  deliberately^  with  all 
respect  to  the,g^^B«G*^fe»i- 
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learned  (Jentleman  who  had  just  inter- 
•Tipted  him,  that  if  Distnct-Inspector 
Preeton  had  been  a  thitce  convicted 
criminal,  if  he  had  been  a  notorionfl  and 
habitual  ofiender,  if  he  were  a  ticket-of- 
leave  man  when  he  came  before  County 
Conrt  Judge  Fitzgerald,  he  could  not 
have  been  more  hectored,  bullied,  and 
inaulted  from  start  to  finish  than  he  was 
on  that  occasion.    And  moreover,  with  all 
respect  to  County  Court  Judge  Fitz- 
gerald's personal  character,  and  to  the 
acute  sensitiveness  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  had  just  interrupted 
him.  he  wanted  to  point  out  that  the 
Comity  Court  Judge  assumed,  as  the 
whole   ascendancy   party    in  Ireland 
habitually    assxmied,    that    a  police- 
man's  word  was  law   and  gospel  as 
against  a  Nationalist,   or  against  a 
Member  of  Parliament  representing  a 
Nationalist  constituency ;    but  if  once 
in  a  way,  just  by  accident,  a  policeman 
was  so  piesumptuous  as  to  express  doubts 
in  favour  of  the  people,  then  he  was  a 
whited  sepulchre  and  a  traitor  to  his  duty. 
He  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  and  his  friends :   Did  they 
really  think  they  could  get  any  man  of 
the  world  inside  or  outside  the  House  to 
believe  that  an  ambitions  polite  official 
who  wanted  to  cuiry  favour  in  high 
quarters  and  to  gain  distinction  and  pro- 
motion would  choose  the  method  of 
doing,  saying,  or  writing  anything  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  a  big  Irish  landlord 
and  a  peer  of  the  realm  1    It  was 
abeolutely  preposterous.    If  Diatrict-In- 
Bpector  Preston  had  reported  in  the  first 
instance  that  the  United  Irish  League 
emissariea  had  been  busy  in  the  district 
and  that  he  attributed  the  bomb  explo- 
sion to  the  activity  they  had  displayed — if 
he  had  expressed  the  conviction  that  the 
deed  was  done  locally  as  an  act  of  agrarian 
or  political  vengeance — then  he  would 
have  been  the  curled  darling  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentl^nan.   He  would  have 
been  a  prophet  of  the  true  gospel,  the 
upholder  of  law  and  order  against  an 
efiete  and  corrupt  executive,  and  he 
would  have  stood  higher  in  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  and 
the  low-down,  anti-Irish  English  gutter 
Press  that  was  fed  by  Lord  Ashtown  aad 
by  Members  above  the  gangway.  He 
had,  however,  tiie  audacity  to  express  a 
doubt  as  to  the  culpability  of  the  local 
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people.  He  challenged  an;  hon. 
Member  on  the  Orange  benches  to  get 
up  and  say  it  was  so ;  but,  if  the  h(Hi# 
Gentleman  above  the  gangway  could 
produce  evidence  of  reascmable  ground 
for  suspicion  that  there  was  a  local 
Sergeant  Sheridan  in  the  case  and  or 
police  compUcity  in  this  outrage,  they 
would  do  their  honest  best  to  help  them, 
to  track  down  the  criminal  policeman  and 
have  him  punished,  although  they  could 
not  promise  to  assent  to  the  immunity 
and  hush  money  that  Se^eant  Sheridan 
and  his  satellites  got  from  the  Unionist 
Qovemment.  But,  if  there  was  no 
allegation  of  police  complicity  in  this^ 
case,  why  should  they  have  this  forensic 
howl  against  District-Inspector  Preston'* 
Report  ?  If  he  wanted  anything  to 
justify  the  phrase  he  had  used,  whick 
might  have  been  strong,  and  to  which- 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
talwn  objection,  he  could  not  do  better 
than  quote  two  or  three  phrases  used 
by  County  Court  Judge  Fitzgerald  in 
delivering  judgment  in  censure  of  Dis- 
trict-Inspector Preston.  He  alluded  to- 
what  he  called  the  egregrious  document 
which  had  been  called  the  Report  of  Dis- 
trict-Inspector Preston,  and  then  said— 

"  As  to  the  circumstancea  in  which  the  so- 
called  report  was  manufactured,  I  bare  my 
own  opinion,  but  I  say  nothing." 

Again,  by  way  of  showing  his  views 
against  the  District-Inspector,  he  went 
out  of  his  way  after  he  had  actually 
delivered  his  judgment  to  say  respecting 
the  area  of  the  outrage  that  he  would 
ask  County-Inspector  Jennings  to  con- 
sider that  question,  as,  in  consequence 
of  the  opinion  he  had  formed  of  Dis- 
trict-Inspector Preston,  he  would? not 
ask  his  assistance.    Profiting  by  those 
eminently  refined  and  impartial  remarks,, 
the  next  move  in  the  Orange  game  was  to 
represent  tiiat  the  original  Report  was,- 
as  the  County  Court  Judge  put  it,  manu- 
factured, but  if  they  could  ^et  at  the 
original  Report  sent  in  by  District-In- 
spector Preston,  they  would  find  that  it 
was  mild  as  compared  with  the  scorching 
fire  which  blazed  forth  at  the  first  hearing. 
ITieir  law  and  order  friends,  in  the  Press 
and  through  other  channels,  had  asked 
for  the  publication  of  the  original  Report, 
and  they  got  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
they  caught  a  tartar.    He  had  the  ori- 
ginal Report  arrf^ngcd  ,iO-.pag^paraUek 
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with  the  Report  ajrainst  which  Oounty 
■Court  Judge  Fitzgerald  fulminated  and 
raved  so  voluminouBly,  and  he  found  that 
so  far  from  the  original  Report  being 
milder  than  the  one  upon  which  very 
largely  the  County  Court  Judge  had 
to  adjudicate,  the  Report  before  him 
-vas  a  milk-and-water  Bowdlerised  edition 
of  the  Report  originally  sent  in  by  Mr. 
Preston,  and  that  if  the  Report  before 
the  Oounty  Court  Judge  was  cooked 
at  all  it  was  cooked  handsomely  in  Lord 
Ashtown's  favour.  He  would  ezhaast 
his  time  if  he  alluded  to  the  many  pas- 
sages in  Ihe  original  Report  which  were 
omitted,  in  his  opinion  with  gross  im- 
propriety, under  Castle  influence,  from 
the  Report  upon  Which  the  original  pro- 
ceedings were  taken,  but  there  were  two 
■omissions  to  which  he  might  call  some 
attention.  Theinspectorsaid.iorinstance, 
in  his  original  Report  that  he  was  actually 
ol»tructed  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
and  that  he  had  difficulty  in  gettine 
intormation.  He  said  that  Alice  Cudd, 
the  sister  of  the  wife  of  Lord  Ashtown's 
gamekeeper — the  more  they  went  into 
this  Ashtowu  business  the  more  they 
saw  what  a  merry  crowd  and  how  clobely 
related  they  were — who  showed  temper 
at  being  questioned  at  all,  whose  demea- 
nour was  flippant,  gave  impertdnence  to 
the  District-Inspector  who,  in  the  ordi- 
nary discharge  of  his  duty,  had  the 
audacity  to  ask  her  some  questions  as 
to  the  facts  re'ating  to  the  explosion. 
He  said  another  thing,  also  omitted 
from  the  second  edition,  and  he  thought 
this  was  a  most  important  matter.  Any 
man  accustomed  to  study  human  nature 
:and  police  cases  and  criminal  trials 
would  see  its  importance.  The  Inspector 
:said,  in  his  original  Report — 

"  At  this  point  it  ocean  to  me  to  put  upon 
paper  what  has  strick  me  all  along  as  unusual 
nnd  not  to  be  expected — the  fact  that  the 
women  of  the  household  had  taken  the  whole 
matter  calmly  and  had  never  shown  the  least 
sign  of  alarm  ornatoral  fear,  quite  the  contrary." 

He  put  his  own  construction  upon  that, 
and  it  was  that  the  ladies  of  the  house 
were  not  in  the  least  surprised  and  had 
some  inkling  of  what  was  going  to  happen. 
But  he  would  leave  District-Inspector 
Preston's  Report.   The  next  sheet-anchor 

•of  the  people  who  wanted  to  make  this 
slur  upon  an  Irish  national  movement 

^was  to  say  that  Counly-In^ector  Jen- 

Mr.  Havihnd  Burke. 


nings  was  dead  against  the  District- 
Inspector.  The  only  difference  of  opinion 
between  County-Inspector  Jennings  and 
District-Inspector  Pzeaton  was  as  to 
whetiier  the  window  was  open  or  not  at 
the  time  of  the  e^losion.  District- 
Inspector  Preston  was  of  opinion  thai  it 
was,  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that  opinion 
by  the  evidence  of  the  Home  Office 
expert.  He  noticed  that  Mr.  Justice 
Kenny,  in  his  summing  up,  said  be  had 
three  experts  on  one  side  and  one  on  the 
other,  and  that  other  things  being  equal 
he  would  prefer  the  opinion  of  the  three 
experts  to  the  one.  What  did  that 
amount  to  ?  It  was  as  if  after  a  railway 
collision  the  Board  of  Trade  sent  down 
its  special  inspector  to  make  a  report  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  accident,  and 
that  then  when  somebody  injured  in  the 
collision  brought  an  action  for  damages 
against  tiie  Company  he  could  bring  up 
three  experts  who  were  not  on  the  spot 
for  weeks  or  months,  when  everything 
was  put  in  order  and  tidied  up,  and  the 
Judge  told  the  jury  to  prefer  the  opinion 
of  the  three  experts  to  the  independent 
expert  who  was  there  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  disaster.  Again,  County-In- 
spector Jennings  said,  and  this  was  going 
to  lead  him  up  to  a  graver  chapter  of  his 
argument  by  and  by — 

'*  Lord  Ashtown  suapeots  none  of  bis  Water- 
ford  tenantry  for  the  OLtrage^  He  is  of  opinion 
that  it  was  planned  by  some  of  his  Woodlawn 
tenants,  sided  by  someone  in  tbe  neighbourhood 
of  Olmahiery." 

This  remarkable  passage  followed — 

"It  is  inccmceiTable  how  any  man  would 
approach  the  house,  as  in  this  instance,  and  run 
risks  of  dete::tion  with  practically  four  armed, 
and  experts  in  use  of  fiiearma,  cm  the  premises. 
I  do  not  believe  any  of  the  natives  wonM 
countenin''e  or  oon-^eive  such  an  outrage." 

It  might  be  of  interest  that  he  shoifld 
remind  the  House  that  Mr.  Graham, 
the  mysterious  gamekeeper  who  be- 
longed to  Lord  Ashtown*s  menage,  was 
one  of  those  rolling  stones  that  gathered 
no  moss.  He  had  never  kept  any  re- 
sponsible employment  for  any  substantial 
period,  and  always  appeared  to  treat 
Glenahiery  as  a  safe  harbour  of  refuge. 
He  had  furthermore,  to  dwell  upon  tiie 
fact  that  he  had  been  several  times  in 
trouble  with  the  police,  and  tiiat  actuidly 
smce  this  outrage  he  had  been  sentenced 
to  a  term  of  imprisonment  for  wanton 
and  unprovoke^fti^^lge^^gife  for 
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some  mysterious  reason  that  he  could 
not  fathom,  relieved  by  the  authorities 
at  Dublin  Castle  of  the  results.  As  he 
said,  one  sentence  that  he  had  just  read 
in  County-Inapectoz  Jenning*8  Report 
led  them  up  to  a  graver  chapter  in  the 
case.  They  had  been  blamed  for  trying 
to  connect  the  anonymous  letters  inciting 
certain  Galway  people  to  crime  with 
the  Glenahiery  bomb  outrage,  and  with 
liord  Ashtown.  But  who  originally  drew 
in  the  name  of  the  Galway  people  to 
tlie  Glenahiery  business  %  It  was  Lord 
Ashtown  himself.  It  was  the  explana- 
tion he  gave  to  the  local  police.  He  did 
not  believe  any  of  his  neighbours  had 
done  it.  He  said  right  out  two  or  three 
times  that  it  was  the  Woodlawn  tenants, 
with  whom  he  had  had  difficulties,  who 
were  responsible.  Before  he  passed  from 
that  aspect  of  the  case,  he  could  not  avoid 
reference  to  an  ugly  fact  in  Lord  Ash- 
town's  own  conduct.  At  the  first  hearing 
of  his  claim  for  compensation  he  was 
asked,  Was  he,  or  was  he  not,  responsible 
for  an  article  describing  the  outrage  and 
life  generally  in  that  neighbourhood, 
that  appeared  in  a  very  respectable  and 
widefy-read  weekly  paper  in  London . 
He  point-blank  deni«l  all  knowledge  of 
iJie  article,  of  responsibility  for  it,  or  of 
liaving  given  his  signature,  and  only  at 
the  last  moment,  when  beaten  to  the  ropes 
under  cross-examination  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  South  Louth, 
confronted  with  the  presence,  at  the 
eecond  trial,  of  a  special  representative 
seat  over  by  that  paper  to  be  there  and 
give  him  thie  lie  from  the  witness  chair, 
then  and  only  then  did  he  admit  that  his 
article  in  Answera  was  not  a  concoction, 
that  he  was  responsible  for  it,  that  he 
did  give  his  signature  for  it,  and  he  was 
censured  by  Mr.  Justice  Kenny  for  his 
previous  evasions.  The  utmost  plea  that 
conld  be  entered  foi  Lord  Ashtown  was 
that  he  was  the  victim  of  occasional 
acute  paralyas  of  the  mnemonic  faculties. 
If  hon.  Members  on  the  Orange  Benches 
preferred  that  definition  of  his  mental 
state,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  It 
made  no  difference  whatever  as  to  the 
vulue  of  L<rrd  Ashtown's  testimony  on 
oath,  or  the  anti-Irish  garbage  which  he 
letaUed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Unionist 
Press  in  this  country.  What  was  the 
next  fact  they  had  to  deal  with  ?   It  was 


that  shortly  afterwards  a  number  of 
letters  were  posted  from  Dublin  inciting 
certain  Galway  men  in  the  precise  locality 
Lord  Ashtown  had  indicated  as  being  the 
locality  that  had  been  most  crinunal  in 
this  outrage,  inviting  them  to  plant  a 
bomb  outside  a  local  church  with  a  view 
to  injuring  him.  Those  letters  were 
written  when  Lord  Ashtown  himself 
was  in  Dublin,  but  more  than  that  hap- 
pened. Simultaneously  he  wrote  to  the 
poUce  saying  that  he  had  good  ground 
to  believe  that  an  attempt  at  this  outrage 
would  be  made  in  Woodlawn  on  the  very 
date  bai^ained  for  in  the  letter  sent  to  the 
Woodlawn  people  from  Dublin.  As  the 
hon.  Member  for  Galway  had  pointed  out 
Lord  Ashtown  warned  the  police  before 
he  left  Dublin,  and  the  County  In- 
spector went  to  Lord  Ashtown  and 
said :  "  Where  did  you  get  the  infor- 
mation upon  which  you  applied  for  special 
police  ambush  against  a  rwoposed 
outrage  upon  a  defiute  date  ?  you 
show  us  the  letter  or  give  us  the  informa- 
tion upon  which  you  proceeded  ?  "  But 
Lord  Ashtown  point  blank  refused. 
The  few  points  he  had  tried  to  place 
before  the  House  in  themselves  justified 
the  Resolution  he  had  moved,  and  how- 
ever strong  they  might  seem  to  some 
of  his  opponents  he  thought  the  case 
justified  the  words  he  had  used  in  support 
of  his  Resolution.  An  active  campaign- 
was  being  directed  at  the  present  moment 
by  certain  hon.  Members  for  Ireland, 
who  were,  so  far  as  he  knew,  and  he 
was  happy  to  know  it,  the  only  body 
of  legislators  in  any  legislative  assembly  in 
the  world  who  made  it  their  daily  task 
of  joy  to  defame  the  country  in  which 
they  lived,  and  the  people  they  repre- 
sented. He  had  never  heard  of  an 
instance  in  any  Parliament  or  in  any 
country,  where  a  regularly  constituted 
poUtical  Party  filled  t^e  Notice  Paper 
of  that  Assembly  with  Questions  tmding 
to  show  that  the  people  whom^^they 
represented  were  abnormally  criminal 
and  required  abnormal  measures  of 
repression.  Lord  Ashtown  in  himself 
was  not  a  very  important  individual, 
and  the  ratepayers  who  had  been  mulcted 
in  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds  would 
easily  survive  that  infliction.  The  fine 
on  those  ratepayers,  unjust  as  he  believed 
it  to  be,  was  a  mere  trifle  compared  with 
the  principle  ipvpJved»_.y:hic^. was  that 
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the  one  thing  upon  which  all  the  local 
police,  theDistnctand  County-Inspectois 
and  constables  idike,  weie  agreed,  was 
that  l^iere  was  no  local  feeling  whatso- 
•ever  against  Lord  Ashtown,  and  the 
utmost  length  that  County  -  Inspector 
Jennings — whom  it  had  been  attempted 
to  play  ofi  against  Inspector  Preston — 
■coi^d  be  got  to  go,  was  that  when  he 
was  asked  if  he  had  any  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  outrage  ms  done  by  inuders 
•or  outsiders,  he  said  that  he  would  not 
-express  any  opinion.  He  absolutely 
refused  under  pressure  to  say  that  he 
had  any  reason  whatever  to  believe 
that  the  outrage  was  inspired  by  local 
^animosity.  With  great  respect  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  a  case  for  a  sworn 
Inquiry,  which  he  felt  sure  would  show 
that  at  the  bottom  of  it  there 
-was  something  worse  than  had  yet  been 
revealed  and  for  which  responsibility 
should  be  tracked  down.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.)  said 
that  th«  Glenahiery  outrage  had  naturally 
-excited  great  interest  in  Ireland,  but 
it  had  excited  in  the  constituency  which 
he  had  the  honour  Of  representing  a 
special  interest.  Hon.  Members  might 
not  be  aware  that  if  an  accidental  fire 
■occurred,  or  malicious  injury  was  per- 
petrated in  Ireland,  the  ratepayers  of 
the  ^strict  were  called  upon  to  pay 
the  damage.  In  England  no  such  law  pre- 
vailed, and  they  hoped  to  lay  before  the 
House  in  a  very  few  days  a  Bill  for  assimi- 
lating the  law  in  Ireland  in  this  respect  to 
the  law  in  England,  and  they  would  ask 
the  support  of  hon.  Members  to  bring 
the  present  state  of  things  to  an  end. 
He  had  an  exceptional  opportunity 
last  summer  of  witnessing  how  difierent 
the  laws  were  in  the  two  countries. 
He  happened  to  be  at  Droitwich  shortly 
after  the  occurrence  at  Glenahiery,  and 
as  Droitwich  was  a  loquacious  place 
that  incident  was  talked  about,  and  he 
heard  all  sorts  of  speculations  as  to  what 
Ireland  was  coming  to.  Matthew  Arnold 
once  said  that  the  bom  swallower  of 
all  clap-trap  was  the  British  Philistine, 
and  they  were  well  represented  at 
Droitwich.  It  happened  that  about  the 
same  time  in  the  Midlands  there  occtirred 
a  series  of  the  most  shocking  mutilations 
of  cattle  aiul  horses,  including  the  great 

Mr.  Haviiand  Burke, 


Wyrley  case.  There  were  many  of  those 
outrages,  and  the  people  who  owned 
the  mutilated  horses  and  cattle  had  to 
bear  the  loss  themselves  or  provide 
against  it  by  insurance.    There  was 
one  thing  about  those  outrages  which 
struck  him,  and  it  was  that  if  anything 
like  them  had  occurred  in  Ireland  they 
would  have  been  placarded  not  only  over 
the  whole  of  England,  but  possibly  over  the 
whole  of  the  world.    Fortimately  for 
England,  there  was  not  an  organisation  in 
this  country  whose  object  it  was  to  blacken 
the  character  of  the  English  people. 
It  was  a  very  bad  characteristic  for  any 
person  to  endeavour  to  blacken  his 
own  country,  however  bad  it  might  be, 
but  what  were  they  to  say  of  an  organisa- 
tion which  took  iittle  or  no  care  as  to 
the  truth  or  accuracy  of  the  reports 
which  they  circulated  broadcast,  or  of  the 
pictures  painted  in  lurid  colours,  which 
were  calculated  to  injure  Ireland  with  the 
object  of  imposing  coercion  upon  that 
country.    He  might  say  on  behalf  of 
his  colleagues  and  himself  that  they 
hated  and  detested  that  pandering  to 
the  base  pasraons  of  any  people.  They 
did  not  lilre  raking  up  wose  ^ings,  but 
when  they  went  down  to  the  constitu- 
encies of  those  hon.  Members  who  were 
parading  the  shortcomings  of  Ireland, 
it  was  rather  remarkable  that  they  were 
I  able  to  show  such  a  state  of  criminality 
i  that  made  the  contrast  most  appalling. 
I  His  hon.  friend  who  had  moved  this 
;  Resolution  had  referred  to  District-In- 
[  spector  Preston's  Report.    He  did  not 
>  intend  to  go  into  that  subject  at  much 
j  length,  but  he  wished  to  say  that  they  held 
j  no  brief  to  defend  Inspector  Preston,  and 
!  all  he  would  say  was  that  he  hoped  he 
J  would  never  witness  again  such  a  painful 
I  exhibition  and  want  of  self-control  as 
he  witnessed  at  the  Court  where  this 
I  case  was  tried.   He  remembered  that 
District -Inspector  Preston  ventured  to 
;  say  a  word,  and  in  a  most  peremptory  way 
1  he  was  told  to  sit  down  or  he  would 
,  be  put  out  of  Court.    There  happened 
j  to  be  slight  applause  in  one  of  the  galleries 
I  when  he  went  up  there,  and  the  learned 
I  and  impartial  Judge  told  the  police  to 
clear  out  the  ragamuffins,  who,  by  the 
way,  included  such  men  as  the  Chairman 
of  the  County  Council  and  other  most 
respectable   people.    The   same  thing 
had  occurred  in  other  parts  of  Ireland. 
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The  right  hoa.  and  learned  Gentleman  ;  usually  occupied  by 
-who  acted  for  Lord  Ashtown  n>oke  of  \  when  he  attended  theie. 
Inspector  Preston  as  the  new  Sherlock 
Holmes.  The  evidence  of  District- 
Inspector  Preston  was  corroborated  in 
the  most  extraordinary  way  by  the 
-evidence  of  Captain  Lloyd,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  inspectors  of  explosives,  who 
was  sent  over  by  the  Home  Office  to  make 
inquiry,  and  CaptainLloyd*s  evidence  had 
not  been  contradicted  seriously  by  any 


Lord  Ashtown 
On  the  strength 
of  that  anon3rmous  letter  the-  police 
were  asked  to  be  in  ambush.  Five 
letters  were  sent  in  the  same  hand- 
writing to  the  constituents  of  his  hon. 
friead  asking  them  to  be  there  at  eleven 
o'clock.  Fortunately  for  themselves 
they  aeyex  went  there,  because  the  police 
were  brought  across  the  fields,  so  that 
th^  should  not  be  met  by  anyone,  with 


•evidence  yet  produced.  Mr.  Hagreave,  who  the  view  of  capturing  anyone  who  might 


was  examined  for  Lord  Ashtown,  and 
would  naturally  be  anxious  to  give 
faTouiable  evidence,  said — 

"  That  the  balance  of  probabilities  was  cer- 
tainly in  favour  of  the  wot  being  shot." 

That  was  all  the  exception  he  took  to  the 


be  implicated.  It  was  said  that  that  was 
done  because  Lord  Ashtown  gave  the 
police  the  information.  What  he  and  his 
friends  wanted  to  know  was  how  Lord 
Ashtown  got  the  information.  His  con- 
stituents were  deeply  interested  in  the 
matter.   He  believed  that  the  campaign 


leport  of  Captain  Lloyd,  a  gentleman  of  vilifying  Ireland,  of  holding  up  their 


-whose  life  was  spent  in  investigating  such 
matters,  District-Inspector  Preston  had 
been  held  up  to  odium  for  the  action  he 
had  taken  in  the  matter.  He  was  in- 
formed, though  he  could  not  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  it,  that  District-Inspector 
Preston  was  the  son  of  an  Orangeman, 
aad  tiiat  his  grandfather  was  an  Orange- 
nuw,  80  that  if  he  had  any  leaning  at  all 
it  would  have  been  on  the  side  of  Lord 
Ashtown  rather  than  that  of  the  people. 
The  whole  thing  was  only  part  and  parcel 
of  a  conspiracy  to  defame  Ireland.  It 


shortcomings  to  the  gaze  of  the  world, 
was  doomed  to  failure,  and  he  believed 
it  would  fail  in  one  respect.  This  Pro- 
testant Federation  was,  he  believed, 
determined  to  fan  up  religious  fanaticism 
as  much  as  they  could  in  Ireland.  What 
strange  thii^  were  done  in  the  name 
of  religion !  He  found  that  they  made 
bad  blood  between  Catholic  and  Protes- 
tant. He  did  not  know  what  the  result 
would  be  among  Prot«stant8,  but  he 
said  with  pride  that  he  knew  that  among 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  they  would  never 


might  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House  j  succeed  in  stirring  up  that  bitter  feeling 


tliat  Lord  Ashtown  stated  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  plot  originated  in  Galway, 
3nd  that  it  was  earned  out  by  Galway 
men.  A  Mrs.  Walsh  approached  Lord 
Ashtown  with  the  view  of  finding  out 
who  the  conspirators  were.    She  wrote 


of  animosity  among  those  who  differed 
from  them  It  had  been  the  proud 
boast  of  Ireland— and  God  will  that  it 
should  remain  so — that  if  they  found  a 
man  true  to  the  people,  they  cared  not 
from  what  land  he  came,  from  what  class 


to  Lord  Ashtown,  and  after  various  letters  '■  he  sprang,  or  at  what  altar  he  might 


had  been  sent  to  him  and  his  agent 
she  met  Lord  Ashtown  in  the  agent's 
ofi&ce,  and  the  result  was  that  she  went 
to  Galway  and  saw  several  people. 
Various  letters  were  written,  and  several 
other  letters  were  sent  in  the  same  hand- 
writing to  constituents  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Eiast  Qalv&y,  who  had 
done  his  best  to  unravel  the  mystery. 
She  failed  to  get  any  direct  evidence,  and 
the  most  extraordinary  anonymous  letters 
-were  written  to  Mrs.  Walsh  stating  among 
other  things  that  a  certain  number 
of  men  were  to  meet  at  Woodlawn 
at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  outside  the 
chnzch  and  opposite  the  pew  which  was 


choose  to  worship.  Their  politics  had 
always  been  essentially  unsectarian,  and 
they  would  hunt  from  political  Ufe  as 
a  renegade  anyone  who  endeavoured 
to  raise  that  wretched  spirit  of  religious 
animosity.  When  he  heard  of  intoler- 
ance among  Orangemen,  in  his  heart 
he  blamed  them  hardly  in  the  least, 
for  this  reason,  they  had  been  brought  up 
in  that  spirit  of  intolerance,  and  if  one 
generation  was  educated  in  that  spirit 
it  would  take  many  generations  to 
tmdo  the  work  and  to  remove 
the  poison  which  had  been  instilled 
into  them.  In  a  remarkable  speech  on 
the  bisotry  in  connectio: 
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of  Protestant  schools  prevailing  in  Ire- 
land, Lord  BjTon  said — 

"  Better  send  children  to  those  islands  in 
the  South  Sea  where  they  might  more  humanely 
team  to  become  cannibals  —  it  wouTd  be  lees 
disguBting  to  see  them  brought  up  to  devour 
the  dead  than  to  persecute  the  living.  Schools 
do  yoD  call  them  I  Rather  call  diem  dunghills 
where  the  viper  of  intolerance  trains  her  young 
that  whcsi  their  teeth  are  cut  and  their  poison 
ia  mature  they  may  iasne  fintb  filthy  and 
venomous  to  sting  the  CathoUo." 

Well  had  the  lesson  been  learned,  and 
he  said,  with  all  confidence  on  the  part 
of  Catholics,  that  they  would  never 
retaliate  in  a  spirit  bo  lowering  and 
degrading  on  those  who  differed  from 
them.  They  and  their  forefathers 
had  learned  the  lesson  of  religious  tolera- 
tion in  the  best  of  all  schools — in  the 
bitter  school  of  persecution — and  in 
the  words  of  another  eminent  English- 
man— 

"  The  children  of  martyrs  can  never  be 
perseoutom." 

He  begged  to  seoond  the  Blotion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
interests  of  truth  and  justice  require  a 
full  public  inquiry  upon  oath  into  all  the 
ciroumstances  connected  with  the  ex- 
plosion at  Lord  Ashtown*6  shooting 
lodge  at  Olenahiezy  on  14th  August  Itwt, 
including  the  subsequent  attempt  made 
to  incite  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Galway  to  commit  an 
outrage  upon  Woodlawn  Church  on  Slst 
August  last."— (iff  Hamland-Burhe.) 

Mb.  MOORE  said  he  oould  not  help 
thinking,  when  he  heard  the  reference 
made  by  the  seconder  of  the  Resolution 
to  the  avaricious  maw  with  which  the 
British  Philistine  swallowed  clap-trap, 
that  the  observation  must  have  been 
particularly  odious  to  the  mover,  who 
addressed  the  burden  of  his  remarks  to 
British  Members.  He  had  heard  a 
very  spirited  defence  of  Mr.  Inspector 
Preston,  for  which  that  gentleman  would 
be  duly  grateful.  He  had  heard  repeated 
over  and  over  again,  under  privilege  of 
the  House,  unworthy  insinuations  against 
ihe  honour  and  uprightness  of  character 
of  Lord  Ashtown,  and  suggestions  of 
complicity  on  the  part  of  Lord  Ashtown 
in  the  explosion  at  Glenahiery.  [Cheers 
from   the   Iwsh    Benches.]    He  was 

Mr.  Power, 


glad    to    hear    those    cheers,  which 
showed    that   he   was  not  wronging 
hon.   Members    below   the  gangway. 
He    thought    it    was   a    hard  thing 
that,  under  the  shelter  of  the  privily 
of  the  House,  a  man  should  be  attacked 
in  that  way  after  having  faced  the  music, 
and   having   twice   gone  through  the 
Courts.    [Ironical  cheers  from  the  Irish 
Benches.]   He  understood  the  contempt 
which  hon.  Members  below  the  gang- 
way had  for  aD  Courts  of  Justice.  After 
Lord  Ashto\m  had  run  the  risks  of  two 
Courts,  after  he  had  stood  the  cross- 
examination  of  special  counsel  brought 
down   from  Ihiblin    to    blacken  his 
character,  it  was  a  hard  thing  that  when 
the  findings  had  been  conclusively  in  his 
favour,  the  same  insinuations  should 
be  repeated  under  the  privilege  of  the 
House   of   C(nmn0na   in    a  manner 
which  they  dared  not  repeat  outside. 
Did    the    House    realise     in  what 
position  Lord   Ashtown  stood  ?  Lord 
Ashtown  had  been  attacked  that  night 
by  the    proposer    and    seconder  of 
the  Resolution,  who  had  stated  in  st> 
many   words  that  in    their  opinion 
he  was  a  defamer  of  the  Irish  people. 
He   put    it  to    the    sense    of  fair- 
play  on   the  part   of  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  that,  however  much 
they  might  agree  or  disagree  with  a 
man's  action  in   political  criticism — 
he  did  not  care  how  intense  the  dis- 
approval might  be — was  it  a  justifiable 
thing,   because    they  disapproved  of 
Lord  Ashtown's  methods  of  criticism, 
to  come  there  and  repeat  under  the 
protection  of  the  House,  insinuations 
afiecting  in  the  grossest  way  Lord  Ash- 
ton's  personal  character,  and  s  jggesting 
his  connection  with  an  outrage  for  which, 
if  proved,  he  would  be  in  ordinary  course 
under  custody  ?   Lord  Ashtown*s  de- 
famation consisted  in  printing,  publish- 
ing, and  circulating  extracts  from  the 
identical   newspapers   which  were  the 
organs  of  hon.  Members  themselves.  It 
was  no   shame   for  those  papers  to 
make     the    statements,    but  it  was 
a   shame   for  Lord  Aijitown  to  "ex- 
tract them  and  circulate  them !  How- 
ever much  hon.  Members  disapproved 
of  such  defamation,  it  did  not  warrant 
them  to  repeat  there,  under  privilege, 
insinuations  against  Lord  Ashtown  which, 
if  proved,  would  4rive  him- intj(]|^i8grace 
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foi  ever.  The  HouBe  had  just  listened 
to  a  very  eloquent  and  moving  perora- 
tion— not  his  own — of  the  hon.  Blember 
for  Elaat  Waterford  about  the  viper  of 
intolerance.  Did  the  hon.  Member  agree 
with  him  that  the  viper  of  intolerance 
should  be  crashed  out  ?  [Oheeis  from 
the  Irish  Benches.]  He  concurred  in 
those  cheers,  but  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber tbat  the  viper  of  intolerance  was  only 
bred  to  sting  Roman  Catholics.  Lord 
Ashtown  was  a  Protestant;  he  lived 
in  the  west  of  Ireland.  He  was  un- 
popular, and  the  reason  was  that  he 
was  the  champion  of  the  bnperial  Protes- 
tant Alliance.  [Ibish  cries  of  "Oh, oh," 
and  "No."]  He  was  only  taking  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway,  and  he  wanted  the 
House  to  consider  how  far  the  viper  of 
intolerance  in  Lord  A^town's  case  had 
been  bred  to  sting  Roman  Catholics. 
Lord  Aahtown  coi^  not  walk  up  his 
own  avenue  without  the  protection  of  a 
patrol  of  four  policemen,  and  he  carried 
a  shot-gun  with  him  every  day  of  hia 
life.  Twelve  months  ago  a  man  was 
indicted  in  his  own  county,  at  the  Galway 
Assises,  for  inciting  to  murder  Lord 
Ashtown.  It  was  not  an  incitement 
sent  by  post  to  one  or  two  people,  but 
an  incitonent  made  to  an  excited  and 
crowded  audience  on  a  public  occasion. 

An  IRISH  MEMBER :  Were  not  a 
la^  number  of  police  present  on  that 
occasion  ? 

Mb.  MOORE  said  that  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  police  were  present 
showed  the  character  of  the  audience, 
and  that  the  police  were  required  to 
maintain  order.  The  Solicitor-General 
for  Ireland,  who  always  discharged  his 
duty  with  great  ability,  prosecuted  the 
man  who  was  indicted  for  inciting  to 
murder  Lord  Ashtown,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  told  the  jury — he 
oould  say  nothing  else — that  it  was  a 
dear  case,  and  thAt  on  the  Crown  side 
they  were  entitled  to  a  conviction.  The 
Judge  also  said  that  it  was  a  clear  case, 
that  the  evidence  was  all  one  way,  and 
that  the  incitement  had  been  made 
almost  at  Lord  Ashtown's  own  ball-door. 
However,  the  jury  triumphantly  ac- 
quitted the  prisoner,  and  no  further 
action  was  taken  under  the  present 


VOL.  CLXXXra  [fourth  Sbriss.]  Y 


Administration.  That  was  a  case  where 
the  viper  of  intolerance  was  brought 
up,  but  not  to  sting  a  Roman  Catholic. 
Irfird  Ashtown  had  a  gamekeeper  to 
prevent  trespassers  on  his  property,  and 
on  two  occasions  witlun  the  last  eighteen 
months  his  gamekeepers  had  issued 
summonses  against  men  for  poaching 
on  the  estate.  Gamekeeping  was  not  a 
popular  business  in  some  quarters,  but 
assuming  the  existence  of  the  viper 
of  intolerance,  it  happened  that  the 
gamekeeper  in  this  case  was  a  Protestant. 
One  of  the  men,  as  soon  as  the  summons 
for  poaching  was  issued,  took  out  a 
cxosa-sommons  for  assault.  The  taking 
from  him  of  the  rabbit  which  he  had 
poached  constituted  the  assault  by  the 
gamekeeper !  As  soon  as  the  Protestant 
gamekeeper  complaining  of  trespass  by 
ibe  man  came  before  the  bench  of 
magistrates  the  case  vas  dismissed  as 
trumpery,  and  the  prosecuting  game- 
keeper was  lodged  in  gaol  for  assault.  So 
gross  was  this,  that  even  the  Government 
which  was  loth  and  slow  to  runat^ossthe 
wishes  of  hon.  Members  below  the  gang- 
way, tel^aphed,  without  waiting  for  a 
process  of  certiorari,  to  the  prison  authori- 
ties to  liberate  the  prosecuting  game- 
keeper. That  had  happened  twice  within 
the  last  eighteen  months.  If  in  England 
such  a  case  had  happened  the  Lord 
Chancellor  would  have  moved  the  magis- 
trates from  the  Bench,  but  in  Ireland 
there  still  remained  a  sure  and  certain 
hope  that  the  next  time  the  gamekeeper 
summoned  a  man  for  trespass,  similar 
treatment  would  again  be  dealt  out  to 
him.  These  were  the  conditions  under 
which  Lord  Ashtown  enjoyed  existence  t 
Reference  had  been  made  to  Judge 
Fitzgerald.  He  had  nothing  but  praise 
for  Judge  Fit^erald,  having  Imown 
him  long  before  he  went  on  to  the 
Bench  at  Waterford ;  and  under  stress  of 
public  life  he  would  be  sorry  to  hear 
anything  said  derogatory  to  that  gentle- 
man. As  a  Judge  in  a  case  which  came 
before  him  he  gave  a  decision  according 
as  he  saw  it  his  duty  to  do.  After  that, 
.Tudge  Fitzgerald  proposed  to  himt  on 
the  plains  of  Meath  where  he  had  hunted 
for  years ;  but  the  local  branch  of  the 
Dish  Land  Le^ue  said  he  was  an  abso- 
lutely unfit  man  to  ride  to  the  hunt  in 
his  own  country,  and  that  if  he  did  so 
they  would  b»»l^,^^p^^g>C^g[^ 
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Irish  Memrkb  :  And  properly  bo.]  Did 
the  House  want  any  further  corrobera- 
tion  ol  what  he  had  just  stated  than  the 
inteiraption  of  the  hon.  Member  below 
the  gangway?  Judge  Fitzgerald  was 
canaequently  obliged  to  go  to  England 
for  his  hunting  amusement,  but  there 
was  no  viper  in  that  case,  because  Judge 
Fitzgerald  was  a  Roman  Catholic. 
In  the  case  in  the  County  Court  about 
the  explosion,  there  were  several  wit- 
nesses for  liOrd  Ashtown,  including 
Mrs.  Graham  and  Graham  himself,  and  it 
was  their  misfortune  to  give  evidence. 
The  witnesses  were  met  by  a  hostile  crowd 
on  their  way  back  from  the  Court  and 
were  hooted  uid  stoned.  They  heard 
a  lot  about  intolerance,  but  surely  in 
the  case  of  Lord  Ashtown,  who  was 
treated  as  an  unconvicted  criminal, 
there  had  been  a  greal  deal.  Moreover, 
everyone  who  dared  to  lift  up  their  hand 
in  a  Court  of  Justice  and  sweat  to  what 
was  true  was  assailed,  as  also  was  the 
Judge,  and  if  there  had  been  a  jury  they 
would  have  been  boycotted.  They  had 
as  an  expert  professional  witness  a  gentle- 
man named  Scully,  a  surveyor,  and 
because  he  swore  on  his  oat^  that  in 
his  opinion  a  window  was  shut  on  the 
occasion  in  question,  he  was  ordered  by 
tile  Corporation  of  Waterford  to  send 
in  his  account,  and  his  employment  with 
them  had  been  terminated  because  he  at- 
tended upon  subpcBna  and  gave  evidence 
in  favour  of  Lord  Ashtown.  And  yet  they 
heard  so  much  of  intolerance.  How 
was  Lord  Ashtown  atuated  1  His  char- 
acter had  been  twice  investigated  in 
regard  to  tiiese  most  despicable  chaises, 
and  it  had  twice  been  cleared  when 
every  possible  effort  had  been  made  by 
witnesses  and  counsel  to  blacken  it. 
And  these  attacks  continued,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  on  one  occa- 
sion the  counsel  representing  the  opposing 
interest  got  up  in  Court  and  with  all 
tile  sense  of  responsibility  of  a  pro- 
fessional man  said  that  not  a  shadow 
or  vestige  of  charge  was  made  against 
Lord  Auitown. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  {Loutii,  N.)  in- 
quired if  he  correctly  understood  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  special  counsel 
had  been  brought  down  with  instructions 
to  blacken  Lord  Ashtown's  character  % 

Mb.  MOORE  said  he  never  intended 
to  apply  that  to  the  hon.  and  learned 


Member.  There  was  another  special 
counsel  who  was  brought  down  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Irish  League,  and  anyone 
who  read  his  examination  would  see  that 
his  instructions  were  to  blacken  Lord 
Ashtown*s  character.  He  said  that, 
entirely  unlike  that  counsel,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Louth,  who 
did  not  appear  on  that  occasion,  but 
on  another  with  a  full  sense  of  his 
responsibility  to  those  he  represented, 
made  no  charge  that  Lord  Ashtown  was 
guilty  of  any  personal  or  criminal  com- 
plicity in  any  outrage. 

A  NATIONALIST  MEMBER  said 
there  was  no  counsel  brought  down  by 
the  United  Inzk  League.  The  other 
counsel  to  whom  the  non.  Member  re- 
ferred was  employed  by  the  ratepayers 
of  the  county. 

Mb.  MOOBE  said  he  did  not  think  it 
was  necessary  to  pursue  the  inquiry  as  to 
how  long  tiiese  ratepayers  had  been 
members  of  the  United  Irish  League  or 

not. 

A  NATIONALIST  MEMBER:  They 
were  defending  their  own  interest. 

Mb.  MOORE,  continuing,  said  it  was 
a  hardship  that,  with  all  these  circum- 
stances in  the  knowledge  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  gangway,  again  from  those 
benches  insinuatiops  had  been  made 
against  Lord  Ashtown  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  privilege  of  the  House. 
Lord  Ashtown  had  been  placed  in  such  a 
position  that  practically  the  only  pleasure 
he  had  left  to  him  was  that  of  defending 
himself.  In  the  face  of  the  findings  of 
these  two  tribunals  recorded  in  his 
favour  he  did  not  see  that  Lord  Ashtown 
had  anything  further  to  gain  from 
an  extraordinary  inquiry.  Why  should 
he  go  to  an  extraordinary  inquiry  when 
he  had  already  faced  twice  the  regu- 
lar tribunals  of  the  land  and  left  the 
Court  according  to  the  Judges  without 
a  stain  upon  his  character  In  the  case 
of  tiie  hon.  Member  who  was  indicted  and 
tried  with  great  reluctance  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  at 
the  Wicklow  Assizes  the  jury  disagreed. 

Thb  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Chebby,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) :   By  what  authority  does  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  say  that  the 
case  was  tried  with  ^reat^mH^^ide  % 
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Hs.  MOORE  :  I  did  not  say  the  case 
was  tried  with  great  reluctance,  but  he 
was  prosecuted  with  great  reluctance  1 

Mb.  GHEBBY:  On  what  authority 
does  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  say 

that  ? 

Ua.  .  MOORE  :  The  authority  of  a 
conversation  between  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  In 
which  he  said  he  regretted  to  have  to 
prosecute  Ifembers  of  Parliament  and 
lamented  having  to  do  so. 

Mb.  CHBRRT  :  Quite  inaccurate. 

Mb.  MOORE  went  on  to  say  that  in 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Blember  he  alloded 
to  the  jury  disagreed  and  there  was  no 
BUggestion  of  another  trial.  He  did  not 
want  another  trial,  but  merely  desired 
to  point  out  that  while  the  hon.  Member 
was  held  to  be  exonerated,  in  the  case 
of  Lord  Ashtown,  altiiough  a  Court  had 
found  twice  in  his  favour,  the  suggestion 
was  made  that  he  was  allowed  to  go 
about  an  unconvicted  mminaL  Ha 
was  not  going  to  rely  upon  the  presump- 
tion of  Britifdi  law  that  every  man  was 
deemed  innocent  until  he  was  found 
guilty.  That  was  not  what  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway  held  in  dealing 
with  the  case  of  Lord  Ashtown,  their 
idea  being  that  he  was  guilty  until  he 
was  found  innocent.  But  let  the  House 
suppose  that  Lord  Ashtown  was  an 
innocent  man,  he  had  been  treated  in 
this  case  with  great  unfairness.  If  he 
was  an  innocent  man,  charges  which 
were  absolutely  false  had  been  sedulously 
diatributed  tiiroughont  the  country  and 
to  the  public  that  the  noble  Loni  ad- 
dressed throng  his  monthly  magazine. 
Those  charges  had  been  brought  into 
existence  &ra  or  six  months  ag6,  and 
published  and  circulated  with  all  the 
authority  which  must  necessarily  attach 
to  a  document  which  could  be  claimed 
to  be  o£B.cial.  He  made  no  chaise 
whatever  against  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  He  was  dealing  with 
auboxdinate  officials  with  whom  the 
Government  would  have  eventually  to 
thresh  out  matters,  and  at  present  he  was 
dealingwith  the  Report  of  1 1th  September, 
which  was  formulated  to  the  public,  and  he 
was  dealing  with  the  man  who  had  been 
praised  and  defended  that  evening  below 
the  gangway,  District-Inspector  Preston, 
btffST"^  he  waa  liw  signatory  of  that 
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Report.  He  did  not  know  how  many 
statements  District-Inspector  Preston 
made  against  Ms  own  superiors,  whether 
true  or  not,  but  by  his  Report  tiie  gravest 
injustice  was  done  to  Lord  Ashtown 
if  he  was  an  innocent  man,  and  not  a 
tittle  of  evidence  had  hem.  produced 
which  would  lead  the  House  to  assume 
Lord  Ashtown*8  guilt  They  had  had 
a  lai^e  amount  of  heated  rhetoric,  clouds 
of  panegyrics  and  perorations,  and  a 
certain  amount  of  ai^ument,  but  abso- 
lutely without  a  new  suggestion  of  fact 
from  beginning  to  end.  For  seven 
mcmtha  that  chuge  of  District-bupeotor 
Preston  had  been  orcnlated  tiirough  tiie 
country  as  an  official  document,  and  if 
Lord  Ashtown  was  an  innocent  man 
it  '  did  him  grave  injustice.  What 
did  that  Report  contain  ?  They 
had  it  on  the  evidence  of  District-In- 
spector Preston  who  wrote  it.  Than 
was  no  mistake  on  District-Lispeotor 
Preston's  part  as  to  how  tibe  statement 
of  11th  September  affected  Lord  Ash- 
town, because,  on  oross-eumination  at 
Dungarven,  he  admitted  that  his  state- 
ment contained  the  inference  of  a  most 
grave  and  terrible  chaise,  that  he  knew 
it  was  contained  in  it,  that  he 
not  intend  to  convey  it,  and  yet  he 
signed  it.  That  was  the  case  at  Dun- 
garven in  September,  1907.  Prom  that 
time  to  this  every  opportunity  had 
been  talren,  by  circulating  Uiat  Report, 
to  blat^n  Lord  Ashtown's  name.  On 
lith  March,  at  the  second  trial,  District- 
Inspector  Preston  made  the  same  admis- 
sion, and  the  men  who  circulated  that 
Report  knew  that  he  admitted  that  he 
never  intended  to  make  that  terrible 
charge,  but  had  been  obliged  to  sign  it 
by  order  of  his  superiors.  Was  that 
fairplay  to  Lord  Ashtown  1  That 
identi<»I  Report  was  part  of  the  case  on 
each  occasion  it  came  be&>re  the  two 
Judges.  Judge  Fitzgerald  recognised 
the  serious  import  of  that  statement^ 
and  said  that  in  his  o^onion  there  was 
no  foundation  for  the  imputations, 
charges,  insinuati<nis,  and  suggestions 
whiim  from  first  to  last  had  heea 
heaped  on  Lord  Ashtown  and  his 
innocent  servants;  and  that  those  imputa- 
tions had  their  origin  mainly  in.  the 
egregious  document  which  had  been 
called  the  Report  of  Distzn 
Preston.  The  othe^^^icl^^ 
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it  in  the  same  way.  That  doca- 
ment  was  not  only  unfair,  but  it  was 
inegular,  and  the  person  who  was 
zesponsible  for  it  was  District-Inspector 
Fiuton,  who  was  held  up  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway  as  a  model  of  a 
etraightforward  witness.  It  was  irregu- 
lar because  it  contained  that  terrible 
chaise,  and  because  he  admitted  he 
never  intended  to  make  it.  The  con- 
stabulary regulations  were  very  clear 
and  ezpUcit  on  th-.t  point  as  would  be 
seen  if  they  were  referred  to.  But  the 
matter  did  not  end  there. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEHJ.  (Donegal, 
8.) :  We  wish  it  did. 

Kb.  MOORK  said  that  hon.  Members 
had  brought  the  statement  forward  and 
made  the  charge,  but  as  soon  as  a  person 
got  up  to  examine   it  inch  b^  inch 
he  was  oontinuouBly  and  unfairly  in- 
terrupted.   The  lie  had  had  six  months 
ran  m  the  newspapers  which  reported 
hon.  (Gentlemen  below  the  gangway. 
There  was  another  instance  of  the  con* 
duct  of  District-Inspector  Preston  and 
his  subordinates.   Sergeant  B^ley  was 
produced  at  Dungarven  in  September 
and  stated  ^t  he  visited  the  premises 
the  day  after  tiie  ezplosiop  and  saw  Ziord 
A^town,  who  ms  under  the  influence  of 
drink,  but  on  Ith  March  after  that  lie 
had  been  running  for  ax  months  he  went 
into  the  witness  box  and  voluntarily 
withdrew  that  charge  and  admitted  that 
he  was  mistaken.   He  said  he  had  seen 
Iiord  AshtowD  since  and  had  studied  his 
manner  and  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
he  was  not  under  tha  influence  of  drink. 
In  spite  of  that  ^tia  charge  continued  to 
be  cirotilated,  and  that  w«s  another 
specimen  of  the  very  upfair  treatment 
Lord  Ashtown  had  had  meted  out  to 
him  from  first  to  last.  The  time  had 
come  when  the  Government  should  say 
that,    having    had    a    fall  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  they  entirely  acquitted, 
as  two  Cooite  had  already  done.  Lord 
Ashtown  of  any  share  in  the  bumness. 
There  were  otlwr  extraordinary  matters 
in  the  course  of  the  tmla.   There  was 
one  about  gunpowder.   The  explosion 
took  place  on  14th  August.    On  the 
17th  Count; -Inspector  Jennings  became 
awaie  of  the  fact  that  a  lai^e  quantity 
of  gunpowder  and  the  fuse  with  which 
it  was  said  tiie  ezplosicm  occurred  hat 

Mr.Moort, 


been  purchased  of  a  man  named  Kelly 
in  Waterford.   District-Inspector  Pres- 
ton, who  was  in  chaise  of  the  inquiry, 
and  was  a  subordinate  of  Count;  •In- 
spector Jenninits,  nevw  learnt  titat  fact 
nntil  I7tb  Septonber,  ?nd  more  curious 
still  the  Inspector-GeDeral  never  heard  of 
it  i<ntil3rd  October.   Itwas  not  until  4th 
October  that  the  matter  became  public 
property  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Waterford 
wrote  a  letter  which  appeared  in  tJie 
newspapers,   aaybg  it  was  common 
mofflea«e  that  tiiat  lante  qnanti^  of 
gunpowder  and  fuse  had  been  pur- 
chased.  All  that  was  in  the  knowledge 
ot  the  Count; -Inspector  atd  the  Distrist- 
Inspector  at  the  trial  before  the  County 
Court  Judge,  but  not  a  word  of  it  was 
tendered  in   evidence   by  the  police 
who   were   engaged   in   clearing  up 
the   matter.     Another    curious  thing 
was  the  extraordinary  amount  of  in- 
advertence there  had  been  in  the  case. 
From  start  to  finish,  when  endeavours 
were  made  to  find  the  explanation  of 
certain  events  which  were  not  clear  at 
the  trial,  they  had  been  met  with  the 
statement  that  such  and  such  a  matter 
was  an  inadvertence.  District-InspectOT 
Preston    made   extraordinary  charges 
against  his  superiors.   He  said  he  was 
forced  under  professional  discipline  to 
put  his  name  to  a  charge  which  he  did 
not  believe ;  that  he  was  obliged  to  do 
it  in  the  presence  of  the  law  officers,  the 
Inspector  -  General    and    Sir  Antony 
MacDonnell ;  that  it  was  a  piatter  of 
authority.    One   would   have  thought 
that  when  those  statements  were  made 
on  oath  hon.  Members  who  would  be 
affected  by  the  charges  would  have 
insisted  upon  an  explanation.    He  would 
have   thought  that  District  -  Inspector 
Preston  would  have  been  called  on  for 
an  explanation  of  that  charge  which  was 
found  to  have  no  foundation ;  that  he 
would  have  been  reprimanded,  or  that 
the  anthoritieB  would  have  considered 
he  was  not  a  very  efficient  or  safe  police 
officer.   But  that  generous  flow  of  mercy 
which  occasionally  prompted  the  action 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared 
and  they  were  told  that  that  momen- 
tary aberration  on  the  part  of  District- 
Inspector  Preston  was  a  matter  of  inad- 
vertence.    The  right  hon.  Geatieman 
told  diem  oi^,Jlt^^(M^g|^t  the 
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atatements  of  District-Inspector  Preston, 
a  responsible  police  officer,  were  en- 
tirely   inaccurate,    and   tiiat  it  was 
only  another  instance  of  the  hopeless 
confusion    to    which    an  unfortunate 
witness  could   be  sometimes  reduced 
when  in  the  hands  of  an  able  counsel, 
and,   with    those    excuses,   the  very 
grave  charges  made  by  District-Inspector 
Presto  1  aouDst  his  superior  appeared  to 
be  allovect  to  drop.  District-Inspector 
I^estOQ  stated  that  he  had  prepared  an 
original  draft,  that  his  copy  was  taken, 
typed,  and  signed,  and  that  then  the 
original  draft  was  destroyed.    The  Chief 
Secretary  gave  them  an  explanation, 
practically  in  those  terms,   on  Uth 
March.  He  wanted  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  full  import  of  that 
matter.  He  was  not  suggesting  thattheie 
was  not  a  perfectly  adequate  explanation. 
Theie  were  only  two  documents  in 
existence.    There  was  the  original  manu- 
script which  the  District-Inspector  called 
the   draft,   and  there  was  the  type- 
written copy  taken  from  it,  which  was 
signed.   T^e  original  draft,  he  said,  was 
destroyed,  and  in  his  evidence  the  Dis- 
trict-Inspeotor  said  it  was  burned.  A 
question  was  raised  at  a  later  stage,  and 
a  more  extraordinjtry  conglomeration  of 
inadvertencies  he  thought  had  seldom 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  a  person  un- 
accustomed to  such   cases.    On  30th 
March    the    Attorney  •  General  told 
them  that  the  document  which  the  In- 
spector-GeDeral  produced  at  the  Water- 
ford  Asnses  was  not  the  original  state- 
ment of  11th  September  famished  to  the 
parties,  but  District-Inspector  Preston's 
original  unsigned  draft  of  that  state- 
ment, which   was    exactly   what  the 
Cldef   Secretary   had   told    them  on 
11th  March  had  been   destroyed  after 
a  typed  and  sijpied   copy   had  been 
made.   The  Attomey-Qeneral's  attention 
was  directed  to  that  on  the  spot,  and  he 
said  no  statement  had  ever  been  made 
and  the  original  had  been  destroyed. 
Those  statements  were  absolutely  irre- 
concilable.   It  was  quite  possible  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mi^ht  have  an 
explanati<m,  but  so  many  uadvertences 
and  distsepanciea  

Mr.  CHERRY:  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  suggest  that  the  docu- 
ments were  destroyed  on  my  suggestion, 
or  on  the  suggestion  of  my  ri^t  hon. 
|riend  t 


Mb.  MOORE  said  he  would  have  to 
ask  tha  right  hon.  Gentleman  again  to 
do  him  the  honour  of  paying  a  little 

attention. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL,  on 
a  point  of  order,  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  speaking  fifty  minutes,  when  there 
was  only  a  limited  time  for  the  discus* 
aion,  and  asked  whether  that  was  not 
an  abuse  of  the  liberties  of  the  House. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
introducing  this  Motion  spoke  nearly 
forty-five  minutes. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  With  great 

respect  

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  However  long  the 
hon.  Member  speaks.  I  have  no  nower  to 
interfere. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that  no  interruption 
from  below  the  gangway  would  deter 
him  from  doing  his  duty  justly  and 
fairly.   On  29th  February,  in  order  to 
take  adequate  steps  for  the  conduct  of 
his  oase,  Lord  Ashtown*8  advisers  wrote 
to  Dublin  Castle,  asking  if  the  Reports 
would  be  produced.   They  got  a  reply 
that  they  would  not  be  forthcoming. 
Two  days  later  the  Attorney-General 
wired   to  the  Castle  instructing  the 
Inspector-General  to  produce  them,  but, 
by  another  inadvertence,  no  step  was 
taken  to  contradict  the  information 
already  given  to  Lord  Ashtown's  ad- 
visers, who  went  down,  not  expecting 
to  have  the  Reports,  although,  according 
to  the  statement  of  the  Attorney- General 
at  the  time,  they  were  entitled  to  have 
them.   When  the  Inspector-General  was 
called  upon  to  produce  the  original  state- 
ment of  11th  September,  he  did  not  do 
80  beoaose,  as  the  Attorney-General  said 
in  his  answer,  he  had  ^th  him  a  marked 
copy,  and  he  considered  he  could  not 
hand  that  in.   Then  when  asked  on 
30th  September  to  produce  it  he  claimed 
privilege,  ami,  when  the  Attorney- General 
was  asked  why  privilege  was  claimed 
for  the  Report,  he  said  their  instructions 
to  produce  the  Report  at  the  trial  were 
not  present  to  the  mind  of  the  Inspector- 
General.  With  such  an  accmnulation 
of  inadvertencies  at  Waterford  Assiaes, 
Lord  Ashtown  could,  if  the  trial  had  been 
in  any  way  adverse  to  him,  have  called 
for  a  new  trial ;  but,  iujpite.oltlwm,  he 
yna  able  to  suooeed.    The  latt^yers 
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who  made  the  original  charge  against 
Lord  Ashtown  had  withdrawn,  and  the 
Courts  which  tried  his  case  had  un- 
teserredly  acquitted  him.   These  horrible 
aiul    unfounded'   charges    were  abso- 
lutely and  in  every  way  unsustained. 
Every  police  officer  called  in  the  case, 
including  District- Inspector  Preston  him- 
self, told   the   Court    that  they  had 
not  a  tittle  or  suggeBtion  of  evidence 
i^unst  Lord  Ashtown.   'When  asked, 
they  one  and  all  on  thdr  oaths  saidt^ey 
had  no  evidence  or  suspuuon  i^ainst 
him,  and,  yet  after  the  sworn  evidence 
of  that  army  of  witnesses,  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  attempted  to  raise 
auspioion  against  him  again  in  that 
House.    Reference  had  been  made  to 
the  evidence  of  Major  Lloyd,  the  Home 
Office  expert.   His  evidence  went  to 
establish  that  the  window  was  open 
and  not  shut  and  that,  tiiei^re,  the 
explosion  took  place  from  inside.  There 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  declamation 
on    the     part    of    hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway  because  the  Judge 
did  not  accept  his  evidence ;   but  what 
was  the  evidence  on  the  other  side  ? 
Every  police  officer — County-Inspector 
Jennings,    County-Inspector  Richards, 
'  District-Inspector   Tweedle,    all  com- 
petent men  against  whose  characters 
not  a  word  could  be  said — contradicted 
'  Major  Lloyd.   Mr.  Hargreave,  of  the 
firm  of  Hargreave  and  Ciutis,  of  London, 
a'gentleman  who  ought  to  be  just  as  good 
a'  practical  man  as  Major  Uoyd,  swore 
that  the  window  was  down  and  the 
shutters  barred.  A  second  expert  from 
Glasgow,  S&.  Hunter,  who  had  been 
trading  in  gunpowder  all  his  life,  gave 
evidence  absolutely  the  same  way.  Some 
of  these  experts  were  on  the  spot  before 
Major  Lloyd.    The  County-Surveyor  of 
Tipperary,  Mr.  Hackett,  and  Mr.  Scurry, 
all  gave  evidence  agreeing  that  the 
wincbw  was  down  and  tibe  shutters 
barred.   That  absolutdy  knocked  the 
bottom  out  of  the  structure  on  which 
this  terrible  charge  was  based,  that  the 
outrage  was  committed  from  the  house. 
He  thought,  when  the  House  considered 
all    the    circumstances,    they  would 
think  it  unfair  that  such  a  charge  should 
have  been  made  that  night.   So  far  as 
Lord  Ashtown  was  concerned,  he  did 
not  think  any   further  inquiry  was 
required.    The  proper  place  to  investl- 

Mr,  Moore. 


gate  a  criminal  chaise  was  before  the 
regular  tribtmals  of  the  land  with  Judge 
and  jury.  If  there  should  be  an  inquiry, 
then  the  proposals  made  wen  not  ade- 
quate. !niere  must  also  be  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  subordinates 
who  conducted  the  prosecution,  and 
who  made  the  statements  containing  that 
terrible  charge  against  Lord  Ashtown. 
The  whole  matter  must  be  inquired  into 
as  to  the  inception  of  the  c^rges  and 
as  to  how  the  statement  of  Ilth  Septem- 
ber, on  which  the  hon.  Members  oased 
their  case,  came  into  existence,  and  he 
moved  an  Amendment  to  secure  that  end. 

Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.^ 
said  he  would  not  detain  the  House  many 
minutes  in  seconding  the  Amendment. 
He  would  like  to  recapitulate  very 
shortly  to  the  House,  because  he  thought 
it  had  for  the  momrat  forgotten,  the 
sequence  of  events.  The  explosion, 
which  formed  the  subject  of  that  debate, 
took  place  on  14th  August  last.  A  few 
hours  after  the  explosion  a  police-ser- 
geant arrived  and  made  a  Report^  to 
which  he  had  no  objection  of  any  sort. 
Later  in  the  day  County-Inspector 
Jennings  together  with  the  coimty-in- 
speotor  of  the  adjoining  county  and  a 
district  inspector  arriv^  on  the  scene, 
carefully  examined  the  results  of  the 
explosion,  and  one  of  them  at  least, 
Inapeotor  Jennings,  made  a  Report 
practically  on  the  spot,  which  was  for- 
warded to  headquarters  in  Dublin.  The 
police  authorities  in  Dublin,  for  some 
reason  or  othet,  did  not  see  fit  to  leave 
the  investigation  of  the  crime  and  the 
conduct  of  the  case  generally  in  the 
hands  of  any  of  the  three  officers,  but 
telegraphed  to  District-Inspector  Preston, 
who  had  been  detached  from  his  ordinary 
duty  in  Waterford  for  special  duly  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  to  come  back  and 
take  charge  of  the  case.  He  arrived  on 
the  scene  of  the  explosion  on  17th  August, 
inspected  it,  got  together  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could,  and  then  telegraphed  to 
headquarters  asking  for  a  pcrsoijal  inter- 
view, he  presumed,  with  the  Inspector- 
General,  and  also  for  the  services  of  an 
expert  in  explouves.  Both  these  re- 
quests were  granted.  l%e  services  of 
Captain  Lloyd  were  given  him,  and  he 
went  to  Dublin  and  interviewed,  he 
presumed,  the  I^fi^pector-GeDer^.  _  That 
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iufonoation  was  contained  in  the  fiiBt 
Report    made    on    7th  September. 
Preemnably  after  tJiat  interview  he  com- 
piled the  Report,  which  he  supposed,  in 
the  ordinary  routine  of  police  business, 
was  submitted  to  the  Iiupector-General 
before  being  handed  over  to  the  parties 
to  the  case.   He  was  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  astonished,  in  fact,  he  would  be 
astonished  if  it  was  otherwise,  that  the 
Inspector-General,  or  whoever  read  that 
Report,  decided  instantly  that  it  was  a 
Report  which  ought  not  to  go  any 
farther.    The    reason    was  perfectly 
apparent  why  the  Inspector-General  did 
not  wish  it  to  see  the  light  of  day.  A 
subsequent  document,  founded  upon  it, 
was  called  by  one  of  the  Judges  who 
tried  the  case  an  egregious  document. 
If  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  first  Report  of  Inspector  Preston, 
he  could  not  conceive  what  adjective  he 
would  have  applied  to  it.  Of  all  the 
tidiculoua  documents  that  ever  oame 
from  the  hands  of  one  who  was  supposed 
to  be  an  impartial  person  giving  a  calm 
and  reasoned  statement  of  what  he  saw, 
there  never  was  the  equal  of  that  first 
Report  of  Inspector   Preston.  The 
instructions  to  police  officers  in  Ireland 
said  that  the  statement  which  they  were 
expected  to  furnish  should — 

*'  Have  no  relation  to  evidence  which  would 
indicate  the  views  or  sospiciona  of  the  poHre 
bat  should  simply  be  a  record  of  the  appearance 
preaented  by  the  scene  when  visited  by  the 
police." 

Inspector  Preston  said  in  one' place — 

*'  A  searrhing  examination  led  mo  to  form  a 
very  definite  (!onc!u«ion — " 

— that  was  the  first  thing  he  had  no 
right  to  say 

"  That  at  the  time  the  explosion  occurred  the 
window  was  wide  open." 

He  had  no  right  in  the  world  to  make 
any  such  suggestion  as  that. 

"  Secondly,  that  the  shatters  of  the  window 
were  neither  shut  nor  barred  and  the  drawing- 
room  door  was  wide  o|icn.'* 

Later  on  he  said — 

In  view  of  the  statumenta  of  Graham  aod 
Carran  on  nth  Augui^t,  and  the  facts  as  re- 
jrarded  the  window,  I,drcw  the  four  condmions 
which  I  reported  personally  at  headquartere 
on  20th  August,  and  which  I  now  repeat  as 
they  practically  amount  to  facts  :  (I)  Stransers 
would  have  been  deterred  from  a  eriminal 
intention  on  finding  the  window  unexpectedly 
open  :  (2)  Had  the  perpetraton.  intended  to 
kill  Lord  Ashtown  they  would  have  been  more 
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was  open ;  (3)  To  open  the  window  shntien  and 
door  was  calculated  to  minimise  the  damage 
by  reducing  the  resistance;  (4)  If  Graham's 
and  Curran's  statements  are  correct  the  shutters 
must  have  been  unfastened  by  someone  from 
iaiide  between  9.30  and  the  time  of  the 
explosion." 

There  were  muiy  more  pecularities  in 
that  egregious  document  with  which  he 

need  not  trouble  the  House.  Whatever 
authorities  the    Report  came  before, 
exercised  a  very  wise  discretion  in  de- 
ciding that  it  was  not  to  be  supplied  to 
either  party  in  the  case.   Another  Re- 
port was  furnished — a  Report  which 
was  ostensibly  founded  on  the  Report 
from  which  he  had  read  extracts,  and 
that   Report,   although   boiled  down 
very  considerably — ^he  did  not  say  in 
favour  of  Lord  Ashtown,  because  there 
were  several  statements  contained  in  the 
second  which,  had  they  been  printed  as 
they  were  originally  made  in  the  first, 
would  certainly  have  been  very  much 
more  in  his  favour,  was  sufficiently  ex- 
traordinary to  have  had  an  instant  effect 
when  it  was  posted  to  the  parties  con* 
cemed  in  the  case,  one  of  them  being  the 
district  council,  which  was  the  party 
against  whom  the  action  for  malicious 
damage  was  brought.    From  one  end 
of  Ireland  to  the  other,  and  in  Engluid 
also,  to  a  very  great  number  of  people 
who  read  it  the  idea  was  at  once  borne 
home  that  Lord  Ashtown  was  guilty 
of  the  abominable  chai^  of  tryii^  to 
blow  up  his  own  house.    Here  was  a 
document  published  and  given  a  full 
week's  start  before  any  other  document 
counteracting  or  minimising  its  effect 
in  any  way  was  sent  out.    For  one  week 
that  document  was  allowed  to  have 
currency  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.   He  was  not  at 
the  moment  blaming  anybody  in  par- 
ticular for  that.    All  he  said  was  that 
that  document  having  been  published, 
the  effect  was  that  Lord  Ashtown  was 
looked  upon,  not  only  by  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway,  but  by  many  persona 
ill    England   probably*  with  Unionist 
leanings,  as  the  author  of  that  vile  deed. 
It  was  no  wonder  that  they,  the  friends 
of  Lord  Ashtown,  had  taken  a  great 
interest  in  the  matter  and  had  scrutinised 
each  step  in  its  progress  and  everything 
connected  with  it.   They  were  justified 
in  doing  so  because  the  very  first  act  of 
those  responsible^^  thc  ^ft^^^ 


likely  to  do  so  if  they  had  put  the  bomb  inside   ^-""^  ""''^'^Tr^jiS^S^ eTiTv  ^  ^  

the  room,  which  was  simple  when  the  window  to  throw,  wittmgrf  or  mm 
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it  was  very  hard  to  believe  they  did  it 
unwittingly —  a  very  heavy  cloud  of 
suspicion  over  Lord  Ashtown.  Without 
going  into  details  he  maintained  that 
Lord  Ashtown  had  thrown  all  those  sus- 
picions off  in  the  most  conclusive  manner, 
and  that,  accozding  to  the  evidence  ^ven 
at  the  two  trials,  to  every  fair-minded 
man  Lord  Aahtown  stood  to-day  abso- 
lutely absolved  from  any  compUcity  in 
the  crime.    One  of  the  chief  questions 
brought    up    at   the    trials    was  as 
to  whether  a  certain  window  was  open  or 
shut.   There  were  two  witnesses  who 
said  the  window  was  open.  One  was 
DiBtrict-Inq>ector  Preston,  whose  opimon 
he  did  not  suppose  anybody  clfumed  to 
be  better  than  that  of  the  three  other  police 
officers  who  examined  the  scene  of  the 
explosion.    The  other  was  Captain  Lloyd. 
District  -Inspector  Preston  in  his  evidence 
admitted  that  he  accompaiiied  Captain 
Uoyd  to  the  scene  of  the  ei^losion  and 
went  round  with  him,  without  having 
at  the  same  time  any  representative  on 
behalf  of  Lord  Ashtown,  and  pointed  out 
the  shutters  lying  on  the  floor,  the  burn- 
ing window-sash,  etc.,  and  explained  to 
him  his  own  theory  as  to  the  window 
being  open.   That  was  a  very  curious 
and  significant  fact,  and  to  his  mind 
very  largely  minimised  any  weight  that 
might  be  attached  to  Captain  Lloyd's 
evidence.   On  the  other  hand,  every  other 
witness  who  examined  the  premises  saii^ 
he  had  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  the 
window  was  shut,  the  shutters  were 
barred,  and  the  pot  had  been  put  on 
the  window-sill  by  some  person  outside. 
Another  sigmficant  fact  was  that  he  left 
out  fromh^  Report  practically  all  the  in- 
fomuttion  with  reference  to  what  he  saw 
imder  the  tree  some  60  or  70  yards  away. 
When  giving  a  full  statement  the  in- 
spector ought  to  have  put  down  all  he 
saw  beneath  that  tree.    In  the  first 
Report  drawn  up  by  Inspector  Preston 
he  did  state  all  he  saw  under  that  tree, 
bat  in  his  second  Report  he  only  reported 
the  part  which  told  i^ainst  Lord  Ash- 
town.  The  two  Jndf^  before  whom 
the  case  was  tried  both  said  in  the  most 
distinct  terms  that  there  was  no  jot  of 
evidence  to  prove  that  Lord  Ashtown 
or  any  one  in  his  house  had  any  part  in 
the  outo^e. 

Mr   BSLLOC  (Salford,  S.) :  Both 
Judges  were  Unionist  hacks. 

Mr.  Charles  Craig. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hen.  Member*s 
observation  is  most  improper.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  an  interruption  which 
is  not  permissible,  and  in  the  second 
place  it  is  grossly  offensive.  [Cries  of 
"  Withdraw."] 

Mr.  BELLOC:  I  withdriw.  [Cries 
of  "  Apologise."]   And  I  apologise. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  that 
he  and  Iiis  hon.  friends  would  be  failing 
in  their  duty  if  they  did  not  try  to 
elucidate  the  question  and  clear  the 
character  of  Lord  Ashtown.  They  wel- 
comed, therefore,  the  opportunity  again 
given  to  do  their  best  to  remove  the 
unj  ust  suspicion  resting  against  Lord 
Aditown,  and  in  th&t  he  felt  peifecUy 
sure  that  they  had  been  successful.  And 
then  as  to  the  case  of  Minnie  Walsh. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  must  confine  himself  to 

the  Amendment. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  the  Amend- 
ment was  supposed  to  apply  to  the 
whole  Resolution,  and  he  understood 
that  the  idea  of  the  mover  of  the  Resolu- 
tion was  that  if  there  was  to  be  an 
inquiry  the  whole  case  of  Minnie  Walsh, 
as  well  as  the  case  of  Lord  Ashtown, 
shoidd  be  inquired  into.  As  to  the 
case  of  Minnie  Walsh,  he  said  that  on 
two  occasions  it  had  been  stated  by  the 
Attorney- (Jeneral,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown, 
that  he  had  not  made  the  slightest 
accmation  against  Lord  Ashtown.  Every 
letter  that  had  passed  between  Lord 
Ashtown  or  his  agent  and  t^is  lady  had 
been  at  once  communicated  to  the 
police.  ["  No."]  It  was  imposnble  to 
argue  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  legal 
case  which  had  been  argued  in  Court 
and  that  was  not  the  place  to  do  it,  but 
he  stood  by  his  statement  that  every 
letter  which  passed  between  Minnie 
Walsh  and  Lord  Ashtown  and  his  agent 
was  handed  to  the  police  as  soon  as 
it  was  received.  'Hie  whole  thing 
was  a  job.  Heaven  knew  by  whom 
it  was  got  up,  and  all  he  had  to  say  was 
that  the  House  and  the  country  had  the 
word  of  the  Attomey-GJeneral  for  Ireland 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  that  Lord 
Ashtown  had  no  more  to  do  with  that 
outrage  than  he  had. 

Amendment  proposed— 
"  In  line  4,  ftfter  the  word  '  Ust,'  to  insert 
the  words  '  including  the  a«ttiOlL  .ofj^  poUoQ 
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ftnthorities,  and  »11  the  oinsamitaiicee  con- 
naotod  with  the  {vepustion.  oontents,  »nd 
oiroalation  of  the  police  reports,  and  of  the 
Btatement  of  the  11th  September,  1907.  ligned 
by  Difltrict  Inspector  Preston  relating  thcmto, 
and.*  " — {Mr.  Moore). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CHEBBT  said  he  was  wny  he 
could  not  give  yny  to  the  hon.  Hemher 
for  East  Ifa^o,  as  Uiere  was  not  much  time 
left  and  somebody  must  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Armagh,  who  moved 
the  Amendment  now  before  the  House, 
had  done  80  in  a  speech  of  unusual  length 
for  a  Wednesday  evening  debate,  and 
another  long  speech  had  followed,  the 
effect  being  to  exclude  a  lai^  number 
of  hon.  Hembm  who  desired  to  take 
part  in  the  discussion.   He  proposed 
to    take    notice    of  one  or   two  of 
the   hon.    and   learned    Member  for 
North    Armagh's   remarks   before  he 
stated  the  case  for  the  Government. 
The  hon.  and  leaxned  Member  began 
his  remarks  by  making  some  observa- 
tions about  Lord  Ashtown  being  very 
unpopular,  and  he  stated  that  because  he 
was  a  Protestant  he  was  unable  to  go  about 
in  the   county  of  Waterford  without 
the  protection  of  a  gun  and  the  police. 
Personally  that  observation  he  certainly 
must  resent  very  much,  for  he  knew, 
and  every  person  who  came  from  Water- 
ford  or  Chftlway  knew,  that  no  man  would 
be  attacked  there  because  he  was  a 
Protestant. 

Mr.  MOORB  said  he  was  being  mis- 
represented. He  stated  that  Lord  Ash* 
town  was  unpopular  because  he  was  a 
Member  of  a  Protestant  circle.  [A 
Nationalist  Mbmbbr:  You  are  a 
slanderer  of  Ireland.] 

Hr.  OHERRY  said  the  impression 
conveyed  to  him  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member's  remarks  was  that  Lord  Ash- 
town  was  unpopular  and  required  the 
protection  of  firearms  because  he  was  a 
Protestant.  That  was  a  statement  that 
he  resented  very  much,  because  he  was 
a  native  of  the  county  and  he  knew  no 
man  who  was  attacked  by  reason  of  his 
h«ing  a  Protwrant,  and  the  statement 
ms  dinctly  travOTed  the  Bepott 
M  C4unty-in«p0Qt««  Jsnniaga.  who  was 

M  l/tfiL  Aflh- 
ptt,  lu- 


tion  as  to  whether  he  thought  the  outrage 
had  been  committed  by  persons  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glenahiery,  said  that  he 
did  not  believe  th&t  any  of  the  native 
would  countenance  or  conceive  such  an 
outrage,  because  Lord  Ashtown  had 
always  been  well-disposed  towards  his 
tenants,  and  appreciated  by  them  as  a 
landlord.  The  Inspector  stated  that 
Lord  Ashtown  was  popular  in  the  dis- 
trict, that  there  was  no  ground  for  sug- 
gesting that  anybody  in  the  neighbour- 
hood committed  the  outrage,  and  that 
he  was  quite  satisfied  that  tiiose  tenants 
who  had  been  suspected  of  committing 
the  outrage  were  quite  incapable  of  carry- 
ing out  such  a  plan.  He  had  been  able 
to  trace  satisfactorily  the  movement  of 
several  local  persons  whose  names  were 
suggested  as  being  implicated.  As  he 
was  trusted  with  a  free  hand  In  the 
case,  he  thought  it  hardly  necessary  or 
expedient  to  set  forth  in  detail  the 
methods  adopted  by  him. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Would  you 
read  the  opening  {Mit  of  the  District- 
Inspector's  seooi]d  Report  1 

Mr.  GHERBT  sud  the  later  Report 
contained  the  following — 

"  I  visited  the  scene  again  yesterday  and  spent 
a  conaiderable  time  in  looking  into  matters 
in  connection  with  my  first  visit.  It  wu  by 
no  means  clear  what  was  the  motive,  or  how 
or  where  the  outrage  was  planned.  The  only 
point  of  which  there  is  no  doabt  is  that  whoever 
placed  the  explosive  engine  had  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  domestic  arrangements." 

A  curious  thing  about  the  Report  was 
that  it  was  one  of  the  documents  which 
the  Government  were  charged  with 
suppressing.  It  was  moved  for  by  an 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  it  was 
published  at  his  request.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment had  made  some  reference  to  the  un- 
popularity of  Lord  Ashtown,  and  had 
gone  on  to  say  that  he  made  no  ohaiae 
against  the  executive  Government,  his 
only  charge  being  against  the  subordinates 
of  the  Government.  Only  the  Govern- 
ment, however,  were  there  to  answer; 
the  subordinates  were  away.  After  the 
last  seven  or  eight  months,  during  which, 
on  the  platform  and  in  the  Press,  the 
Government  had  been  chaq^  with  fntud 
and  actual  forg^  in  connection  with 
the  matter,  he  thought  that  was  a 

cowardly  attitude  it^  ,<;^^vJC^^b«g« 
w«za        among  other  pUoei,  induct. 
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where  the  GoTemment  were  not  re- 
mesented,  and  where  ft  Member  of  that 
House,  appearing  as  counsel  for  Lord 
Ashtown,  turned  what  ought  to  have 
been  the  trial  of  a  Civil  matter  into  an 
attack  on  the  (Government  as  regarded 
their  conduct  of  public  affairs.  When 
the  OoTemment  came  to  the  House 
prepared  to  face  their  accusers  the 
charges  were  withdrawn.  [An  Hon. 
Membeb  :  Not  withdrawn.]  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  after  formally 
witiidrawing  the  charges,  went  on  to 
make  insiauations  practically  repeating 
the  chaegia  made  in  Ireland  ol  falsifying 
reports  and  suppressing  doouments. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  Who  made  the 
charges  ?]  The  charges  were  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Glentleman  opposite  and 
by  Lord  Ashtown  himself. 

*Mb.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin 
University)  said  there  was  not  one 
partide  of  truth  in  that  etatement.  He 
never  made  any  such  charge  against  the 
Qovemment  until  District  -  Inspector 
Preston  stated  to  him  in  Waterford 
that  he  had  put  his  name  to  this  Report 
of  the  11th  under  the  coercion  of  the 
Inspector-General,  that  he  did  not  believe 
the  contents  of  it,  and  that,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  the  ccmtoits  were  false.  When 
the  District-Inspector  said  that,  he 
replied — 

"  Very  well.  I  withdraw  any  imputation 
against  you,  and  the  blame  should  rest  on 
your  superiors  who  compelied  you  to  do  this." 

Mr.  cherry  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  addressed  a  meeting  in  Dublin 
on  28th  November  before  the  Primrose 
League,and  in  the  TrtBh  Times  there  was 
a  full  report,  headed  "  Paralysis  of  the 
Law  in  Ireland."  In  that  speech  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  cir- 
cumstances would  yet  be  brought  to  the 
light  of  day,  and  when  revealed  would 
form  the  must  discreditable  incident  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  present  tottering  and 
discredited  Government  from  whom 
might  Gild  grant  them  a  speedy  and 
hapj)y  deliverance.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  'also  addressed  speeches  to 
two  Judges,  and  both  speeches  contained  a 
violent  attack  oh  the  Government,  and 
totally  disregarded  the  facts  of  the  case 
he  was  supposed  to  be  stating.  What 
had  been  the  action  of  the  GoVemment  ? 
The  first  they  knew  of  the  matter  was  on 
llth  September,  when  they  heard  In- 

Mr.  Cherry. 


spector  Preston's  Report.  It  occurred 
to  tbem  that  that  Report  contained  a 
number  of  statements  which  were  grossly 
compromising  to  Lord  Ashtown.  It 
also  contained  a  number  of  statements 
which  it  occurred  to  his  learned  colleague 
and  himself  it  was  only  fair  that  Lord 
Ashtown  should  know  before  the  hear- 
ing  before  the  County  Court  Judge,  but 
they  were  anxous  also  to  protect  him 
from  statements  which  were  not  direct 
evidence,  but  only  hearsay  evidence,  ob- 
tained by  Inspector  Preston  from  his 
subordinates.  They  therefore  directed 
the  inspector  to  prepare  ^a  statement 
of  the  facts  giving  only  the  facta  to 
which  he  could  himself  depose  and 
excluding  any  inference  from  the  state- 
ments of  other  parties.  He  obeyed  that 
instruction  to  the  beat  of  his  ability, 
and  any  person  who  could  say  that  that 
second  document  was  cooked  or  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose  of  injuring  Lord 
Ashtown  said  what  was  absolutely  con- 
trary to  the  facts.  For  months 
the  Government  had  been  attacked  on  the 
platform  with  a  violence  seldom  equalled 
even  in  the  busy  politics  of  Ireland. 
When  certain  documents  were  published 
Members  of  the  House,  friends  of  Lord 
Ashtown,  suggested  that  there  were 
other  documents  more  friendly  to  Iiord 
Ashtown,  and  asked  that  they  dionld 
be  published.  Now  that  the  Pap^  were 
in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members,  he  would 
ask  anybody  to  say  whether  the  papers 
which  were  published  or  those  which  the 
Government  were  accused  of  suppressing 
were  the  more  fair  to  Lord  Ashtown. 
Absolutely  unfounded  as  the  charges  were 
against  the  Government — and  be  be- 
lieved hon.  Gientlemen  opposite  knew 
them  to  be  unfounded,  although  they  had 
not  the  courage  to  withdraw  them — they 
were  still  more  imfounded,  if  that  could 
be  possible,  against  the  permanent 
officials  Sir  Neville  Chamberlain  and  Sir 
Antony  MacDonnell.  Both  were  gentle- 
men high  In  the  service,  and  both  were 
incapable  of  dishonourable  conduct.  [An 
Hon  Member  :  **  What  about  the  in- 
quiry ? "]  It  would  be  impossible  to 
hold  an  inquiry  which  would  be  of  any 
real  use.  The  only  power  the  Govern- 
ment had  was  to  appoint  a  Vice-Regal 
Commission,  and  that  Conmiission  wotdd 
have  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  c  f 
witnesses,  or  toadministq^^^^^Th^ 
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fHdj  altOTnative  would  be  to  have  a 
special  Act  of  Parliament  passed,  and 
with  the  amount  of  business  before  the 
House  now  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  pass  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
up  a  fresh  tribunal  with  the  requisite 
powers.  In  a  case  of  this  kind,  where 
there  was  such  a  conflict  of  testimony  and 
such  serious  charges  made,  it  was  highly 
undesirable  that  anybody  should  be 
examined  before  a  tribunal  not  em- 
powered to  administer  the  oath.  There- 
fore he  hoped  the  hon.  llember  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

HB.DILLON:  Before  we  gotoadivision 
I  only  wish  to  say  we  are  for  an  inquiry. 
The  one  point  made  plain  by  this  debate 
is  that  hon.  Hemberb  above  the  gangway 
are  afraid  of  an  inqtury. 

Mb.  MOORE  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
Before  the  Amendment  is  withdrawn, 
I  would  like  to  say  that  it  is  impossible 


f or  ns  to  reply  to  the  speech  of  the 
Attomey-Qenenu,  which  I  may  say 
was  not  the  most  fortunate  speech  under 
the  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  matter 
we  have  contended  that  any  inquiry 
ought  to  be  complete  and  thorough, 
and  I  entirely  agree  that  an  inquiry 
other  than  by  oath  would  be  ridicoloos 
and  a  farce.  In  these  circumstances, 
Bo  far  as  Lord  Ashtown  is  concerned, 
we  maintain  that  he  ou^ht  to  be  defended 
from  the  bench  opposite  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  that  the  inquiries  which  have 
already  been  held  have  cleared  him. 
If  a  spedal  Act  of  Pariiament  were  to  be 
passed  in  this  case,  there  are  many  other 
matters  which  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided ,: — Ayes,  110 ;  Noes, 
(Division  List  No.  66.) 
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Abraham.William(Cork.N.E.) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Buibary,  Sir  Frederick  Geoi|p 
Banner,  John  8.  Harmood- 
Bames,  O.  N. 

Belloc,  Hilaiie  Joseph  Peter  B. 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

BiHiind,  John 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Borke,  E.  Haviland^ 

Byles,  WiUiam  PoUard 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,Cnptain  JameB(I>owu,E.) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  WiUiam 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dillon,  John 

Doffy,  William  J. 

Donoan.  C.  ( Barrow.  in-Fumess 

Esmonde.  Sir  Thomas 

Fetherstonhaagh,  Godfrey 

Ffrennh.  Peter 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eiutace 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flet<;her.  J.  S. 

Flynn,  JatneB  C'hrintopher 

FoHter.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

(jilhnoly,  James 

Gilt,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Qnyton,  Albert  Victor 

Gw3mn.  Stephen  Looius 

HiOl,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harvey  .W.E,  (Derbyshire.N.E. 
Haalam*  James  (Derbyshire) 


AYES. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Hoaly,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthnr(Duiham ) 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Hadson,  Walter 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kennedy.  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Lamb,EdmundG.  (Leominster 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Bashe 
Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Luodon,  W. 

Macdoaald,  J.  B.  (Leicester) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MacVeigh.Charles  (Donegal.E.) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M'Kean,  John 
M'Killop,  W. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Mcehan,  Patrick  A.(Qiioen'8  Co. 
Mooncy.  J.  J, 
Muldoon,  John 
Mumat^han,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry.  Ea«t) 
Mmrphy.  N.  J.  (Kilkenny,  8,) 
Nannetti.  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
0'Brien,Kondal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donncll,  C.  J.  (Walwortht 
O'Donnell,  John  (Uayo,  8.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'KeIl}',Janies(Bcwoommon,N'. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Roddy.  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford ) 
RjchanlB,T.  P.  ( Wolverh'mpt'n 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roche.  John  (Galway,  East) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool' 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Sheehy.  David 

Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool. Walton) 
SmytluThomas  F.  (Leitrim,  8.  ^ 
Straus,  R  8.  (Mile  End) 
Sumraerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
WodKwnrth,  J. 

Waldron.  Laiircuro  Ambrose 

Wahh,  Stephen 

Watt.  Henry  A. 

VVilkie,  Alexander 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  J.  K.  (Middlesbrongh) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoi^htonl 

Tellers   fob  the  Ayks — 
Captain  Donelan  .  and^Cr. 
.  PMaicfc  J  O'BrientOgTe^ 
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Abraham.  Willuun  (Bhondda) 
Asneir,  George  William 
iilen,  A.  Aoland  (Obristehmoh) 

AUm,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Baker.  Joseph  A.  (Finabuiy.E.) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barry,Bedinond  J.  fTyrotte,N.) 
Beale,W.P. 
Beok,A.OeaU 
BelWs,  Carlyon 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
BCTridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Birrell.  Bt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boulton,  A,  C.  F. 
Branudon,  T.  A. 
Bright.  J.  A. 
Broeklehurst,  W.  B. 
Bryoe,  J.  Annan 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
OauBton.Rt  Hn.BichaidKoight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  8. 
Clough,  William 
Cobhold.  Fdiz  Thomley 
ColUnB,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pimoras.W 
Oompton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Corbett,C  H  (SnHBex.E.GrinBt'd 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cowan.  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Daviea,  ElUs  William  (Eifion) 
Daviee,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
I>iokin8on,W.H.(8L  Pancra8,K. 
Dobeon,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth.  James 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards.  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Esslemont.  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fmwfok,  Charles 


NOES. 

Findlay,  Alexander 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
FoUk.  John  BBohael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

GladBtone.Rt  Hn  Herbert  John 

Glen-Coat8.SirT.  (Renfrew.W.) 

Haroourt.  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hart-Daviee,  T. 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Hawort'h,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Wataon 

Higham,  John  Shsip 

Hobart.  Sir  Robert 

Hope,W.Bateman  (8omer8et,N 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  BnfuB  Daniel 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson.  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutaford) 

LiUiUaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lever  .A.  Levy  (Essex,  Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maorice 

Lloyd-George,  Kt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

M'Callum,  John  11 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Hark8,G.Groydon  (Lannoestcm) 

BCassie,  J. 

Hensies,  Walter 

Hioklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Uond,  A. 

Mont^u,  E.  8. 

Montgomery,  H.  O. 

Horse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 


Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  BassetUw) 
moholls.  George 
NHholson.CharleB  K.(Donoast'r 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton.  Capt  Cecil  WilUuu 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Han 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Bees,  J.  D. 
RmdsU.  Athelstan 
Bichards.Thomas  (W.Honm*tb 
Bidsdale.  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Uneoln) 
Robinson,  S. 
Bee,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runoiman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samnd,  Herbert  L.(aeTeUiid) 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stranas,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Mertlnv 
Thompson,  J.  W.H  (Somenet,E. 
TomUnson.  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason, John  Cathoart  (Orkney) 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Lulu  (York,  E.  B.) 
Whitley.  Jdha  Hmuj  (Halite) 
Wluttaker,  Sir  Thomas  IMmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woroeetersh.  N. 
Winfrey,  R. 

TSLLSBS  TOB  THS  NoU — Mr. 

J.  At  Pease  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis. 


FERRIES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Standing  Committee. 


CHILDREN  [EXPENSES]. 
Committee  to  consider  of  anthoriBing 
the  payment  out  of  moneys  provided 
by  Parliament  of  any  expenses  incurred 
under  any  Act  of  tiie  prasent  Besslon  to 
consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  the  Protection  of  Clhildren  and  Young 
Persons  (King's  Recommendation  signi- 
fied). To-morrow. — {Mr.  Peaae.) 

LOTTERIES  AND  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Lords  Message  [26th  March],  relating 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Committee 


on  Lotteries  and  AdTertisements,  con- 
sidered. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  (Committee 
of  Five  Members  be  appointed  to  join 
with  a  0)nunittee  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Lords  to  inquire  into  the  law : — (1) 
as  to  lotteries,  including  the  sale  of 
lottery  bonds,  competitions  for  prixea 
which  involve  an  element  of  omuice, 
and  advertisements  relating  there  to 
(2)  as  to  indecent  literature  and  pictures 
and  advertisements  relating  to  things 
indeoent  or  immoral ;  and  to  report 
what  Amendments,  if  any,  in  die  law 
are  necessary  or  deniable. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomin- 
ated  of Mr.  Bed»ttr  J&^^  Herbert 
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Ciaig,  Blr.-Hastings  Duncan,  Mr.  O^Ualley 
and  Mr.  Henry  Joseph  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 
therewith.— <lfr.  Qeorge  Whitdeff.) 


DUBUN  STEAMBOAT  SEKVICE. 
MoticoL  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County.  N.): 
I  deeire  to  put  a  question  either  to 
the  C9uef  Secretary  for  Ireland  or  the 
Postmaster-General  with  reference  to  a 
very  curious,  if  not  a  very  serious,  state 
of  things  which  has  arisen  at  Kingstown 
Huboor  in  connection  with  the  mail 
■ervioe,  and  the  permission  given  to  the 
Lond<m  anA  North  Western  Bailway 
CuDpenr  to  use  the  Carlisle  Pier  at  that 
place.  Two  telegrams  have  been  handed 
to  me  in  the  oouise  of  the  evening.  The 
first  says — 

"  When  "  Uleter "  landing  mails  and  pas- 
Bengera.  Harbour  Hftuters  rapresentative 
atteinptttd  by  force  to  prevent  the  ship's  rope 
being  let  go,  and  in  doing  so  assanlted  oom- 
pan^s  packet  porter  in  charge  of  the  rope. 
Attempt  was  anancoeHfuI,  and  Tesael  swung 
and  got  into  ber  uBoal  berth.  WiU  wire  any 
furtMr  information.** 

The  second  telegram  read — 

"Harbour  Muter  has  iMned  notice  to 
Oapt»in  Birch  to  move  ship  to  bnoy." 

I  presume  away  from  the  pier. 

"  He  will  not,  of  conrse,  comply.  If  he  did 
mornina  mail  conld  not  go  oat,  and  company 
would  he  liable  to  heavy  penalties.  Shall  wire 
again  if  anything  truuijirefl." 

The  question  I  have  to  put  is  whether 
either  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
any  informaticm  on  the  subject^  and 
whether  they  ean  confirm,  deny,  or  ex- 
^ain  then  statements.  If  they  cannot 
do  will  they  take  immediate 
steps  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of 
things  at  Kingstown  1  It  must  be  per- 
fectly obvious  to  the  Poetmaster- 
Qeneral  that  if  the  mail  steamers  are  not 
allowed  to  remain  at  their  usual  berths, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  comply  with  the 
contracts  into  which  tbey  nave  entered 
with  His  Majesty's  Oovernment,  and,  I 
suppose,  in  that  ^ase,  the  Postmaster- 
Oenend  will  hardly  put  the  company  to 
the  cost  of  aa  action  to  reeorer  the  heavy 
penalties  for  irhieh  th^  are  liable  by 


any  failure  to  deliver  the  mails  in  time. 
I  cannot  say  anything  more  on  the 
subject  now,  but  it  is  quite  obvious  from 
what  I  have  read  that  a  serious  state  of 
things  has  arisen,  and  that  possibly  we 
are  only  at  the  commencement  of  a  state 
of  things  still  more  serious.  I  must  say 
that,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  convinced 
myself  that  the  action  of  the  Government 
and  the  Treasury  in  oomiag  to  this 
arrangement  with  the  London  and  North 
Western  Company,  which  baa  led  to  the 
state  of  things  mentioned  in  these 
telegrams,  is  a  most  important  one  for 
the  Port  of  Dublin.  It  has  robbed  the 
Port  of  Dublin  of  £5,000  a  year,  and 
that  is  a  thing  which  the  Postmaster- 
General,  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  may  take  from 
me  will  be  debated  in  ttiis  House  on 
every  possible  o^qiortunity. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Newry) :  Before  any 
reply  is  givm,  I  should  like  to  say  I  also 
have  received  a  telegram  in  connection 
with  the  same  matter.  It  reads  as 
follows — 

"When  "Ulster"  was  moving  into  her  berth  to 
start  to-morrow  mo-ning  a  notioe  was  received 
from  the  Harbour  Master  ordering  lier  master 
not  to  niuve  the  vessel  from  her  present 
mooring*  without  authority.  Captain  Birch 
disregarded  the  onler.  Had  he  obeyed  ic  the 
"Ulster"  would  have  sustained  serious  danuue 
at  low  water,  and  been  unable  to  take  out  the 
the  mails  to-morrow  morning,  in  all  probability . 
When  one  of  the  packet  porters  was  ordered 
to  throw  the  rope  off  the  bollard  to  move  the 
ship,  Superintendent  Talljot  ordered  him  to 
desist,  and  arrested  him  for  not  obeying  the 
order.  The  superintendent  informed  the 
muuging  director,  who  was  present,  he  would 
take  mil,  and  accordingly  Mr.  Watson  pro- 
ceeded to  the  police  station  to  give  the 
required  security.— Watson." 

The  Postmaster-General  ought  to  have 
that  information  before  he  makes  any 
statement 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.):  This  is 
an  attempt  by  the  Treasury  to  hold  the 
King's  mails  exactiy  comparable  to  the 
case  in  which  a  postboy  m  Oalway  is 
carrying  the  King's  writs  to  put  the 
people  out  of  their  cabins,  and  in  which 
the  people  sometimes  assemble,  seize  the 
postman,  and  destroy;  the  writs.  They 
do  that  to  save  their  lives  and  then- 
cabins.  The  Treasury,  which  is  now 
supreme  in  all,  are  doing  this  in  order 
to  save  a  few  ducats.  What  I  want  to 
blow  is  this,  Are  we  governed  by  the 
Treasury  or  by  the  King  1  Who  is  in 
command  of  the  B#?dly(SfeyC^(*« 
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King's  officers  lent  in  a  dispute  pending 
in  London  in  the  King's  Court,  where 
a  Petition  of  Bight  is  being  tried  on 
this  question  1  AVhy  should  the  Chief 
Secretary  lend  the  armed  forces  to  take 
one  side  in  this  dispute  t  Really  the 
time  has  come  when  we  shall  have  to 
take  the  Treasury  thugs  by  the  throat. 
They  seem  to  be  superior  to  the  law. 
We  will  have  to  take  some  stand  witii 
reference  to  this  Treasury  action.  I  do 
not  care  who  is  right  or  who  is  wrong  in 
the  matter.  There  is  at  this  moment 
pending  in  London  a  matter  in  which  it 
must  be  declared,  *'  Lab  right  be  done.'' 
That  is  signed  by  the  King,  and  here 
are  vessels  getting  a  subsidy  oT£l, 000,000 
for  twenty  years,  and  the  Treasury  see 
the  chance  of  saving  a  few  hundreds 
with  the  London  and  North  Western, 
which  swindles  Dublin  out  of  £6,000  a 
year,  and  the  Treasury,  in  ordsT  to  pro- 
mote t^is  sordid  arrangement,  bre^  in 
upon  every  teadition  m  the  law,  and 
actually  get  the  Chief  Secretary  to  lend 
the  Dublin  police,  for  which  tie  city  of 
Dublin  is  pftying  £40,000  a  year,  to 
swindle  Dublin  out  of  £5,000  a  year.  Is 
Ireland  governed  by  a  Treasury  clerk  or 
by  a  Cabinet  Minister  t  The  insolence  of 
this  body  will  have  to  be  put  down.  We 
will  have  to  have  a  separate  Department 
to  deal  with  Irish  amiirs.  That  is  not 
"  separatism."  We  will  have  to  have  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Treasary  conduct.  We  mil  not  allow  a 
single  action  of  the  Treasury  to  go  for- 
ward without  inquiry.  As  for  the 
Post  Office,  they  have  always  been 
the  slaves  of  the  Treasury,  because 
they  are  dependent  upon  them  ;  but  Ire- 
land is  supposed  to  have  an  independent 
Minister,  and  here  we  have  the  fact  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  lending  his  police  to 
take  part  in  this  dispute.  He  has,  in 
my  opmion,  vindicated  the  action  of  the 
Galway  peasants,  who  seize  the  postboy 
who  is  carrying  writs. 

The  POSTMASXEIUGENEBAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxtom,  Towot  Hamlets,  PopUr) 
The  hon.  Membw  told  me  tihat  he  would 
raise  the  question  on  the  adjournment. 
The  telegrams  were  not  then  in  my  pos- 
session, I  had  no  such  information  myseli. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  information  con- 
tained in  them  will  be  conveyed  to  the 
Treasury,  and  to  me,  in  the  morning,  and 
meaniriule,  I  am  sure  the  House  would 
not  ez|ieet  me  to  g^ve  any  e^nrenion  of 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hwlf/. 


opinion  with  reference  to  it  now.  I  wooU 
remind  the  Hotue  that     whole  question 

is  suhjvdiee — 

Mr.  T.  Itl.  HEALY :  Then  why  caU  the 

police  t 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  ques- 
tion being  suhjudice,^Q  point  remains: 
upon  which  sidw  action  should  be  taken  1 
The  whole  matter  is  a  very  diflScult  and 
delicate  one  to  deal  with,  and  of  oourse, 
my  interest  in  it,  as  Postmaster-Gtoneral, 
is  in  the  effective  canying  of  the  mails. 
To-morrow,  no  doubt,  I  shall  have  fall  in 
formation  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  JOHN  BEDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  gather  from  the  right  hen.  Gentleman 
that  he  will  make  inquii^  by  telegra^ 
so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  us 
information  at  question  time  to-morrow. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  soR  IRE- 
LAND (Mb.  BiBRKLL,  Bristol,  N.) :  I 
may  say  I  have  Irat  no  police  to  anycme. 
I  have  heard  (rf  this  mattw  now  for  the 
first  time,  and  it  was  only  whoa  the  tele- 
gram was  read  I  became  acc|uainted  with 
it.  I  will  also  make  inquiries  by  tele- 
gram. 

Mr.  MOONEY:  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  finds  that  what  has  been 
stated  is  correct  will  he  order  the  im- 
mediate release  of  the  porter  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  will  do  what  I  can. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  will  to-morrow  put 
Questions  both  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  the  Attorney-General  with  regard  to 
tiiis  question. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  any  officiid 
has  dared  to  take  any  such  action  without 
consulting  him  1 

Tek  financial  SBCBETABY  to 

THE  TREASURY  (Hr.  Buncihan,  Dews- 
bury)  :  I  wish  to  say  on  behalf  of  myself 
and  the  Treasury,  that  the  first  I  heard 
of  this  matter  was  at  five  minutes  to 
eleven.  As  far  as  the  Kingstown  harbour 
is  concerned  we  will  never  consent  to  its 
being  under  the  control  of  any  private 
company. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  not  the 
question. 

Qnes^n  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Uoose  adjourned  at  twenty-ninB 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  2nd  April,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Committed. 

Bromley  and  Grays  (Jas  Bill ;  Glyn- 
corrwg  Urban  District  Council  Bill ; 
Lincoln  Corporation  Bill. — Brought  from 

^  the  Commons,  read  1%  and  referred  to 

"I  the  Examiners. 

^  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
€  uional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Read 
^  2»  (i^MJording  to  order). 

;|  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bristol 
I  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Keighley  Corpora- 
5  tion  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wath-upon-Deame 
S  Urban  District  Council  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
^  Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Coimcil 
■S  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys 
I  Gas  and  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Leith  Burgh 
a,  Bill  [h.l.];  Ammanford  Urban  District 
^  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Llanelly  and 
^Burry  Port  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]; 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
«  Board  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee 
I  of  Selection,,  that  the  Earl  of  Albemarle 
I  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  Member 
1  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said 
I  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Eiarl  of  Vemlam ; 
s  read,  and  agreed  to. 


PETITIONS. 


k      LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
^  —PETITION  AGAINST. 

e  The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  present  a  petition  from 
the  county  council  of  the  county  of 
Forfar  against  the  Land  Values  (Scot- 
luid)  BUI.  They  say  that,  being  en- 
trusted with  the  administrative  and 
&nancial  business  of  that  county,  they 
have  carefully  considered  the  Bill,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  it  should  not  receive 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  for  the  follow- 
ing among  other  reasons — vtdeUcet,  that 
the  Bill  in  requiring  the  capital  land 
value  of  lands  and  heritages,  not  being 
lands  and  heritages  falling  to  be  valued 
by  the  Assessor  of  Railways  and  Canals, 
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to  be  entered  in  the  Valuation  Roll, 
would,  if  passed,  entail  enormous  ex- 
pense upon  counties  without  conferring 
upon  them  any  corresponding  benefits, 
that  ^e  Bill  does  not  state  any  purpose 
for  which  it  is  necessary  or  desirable 
that  the  said  capital  land  value  should 
be  entered  in  the  Valuation  Roll ;  and 
that  in  any  case  no  good  purpose  can  be 
served  by  entering  in  the  Valuation  Roll 
the  capital  land  value  of  agricultural 
lands  in  counties  where  both  the  land 
and  the  buildings  thereon  belong  to  the 
same  person. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LOTTERIES  AND  INDECENT 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Message  from  the  Commons  that  they 
have  appointed  a  Committee  to  consist 
of  Five  Members  to  join  with  a  Committee 
of  this  House  to  consider  the  said  subject, 
and  request  this  House  to  appoint  an 
equal  number  of  Lords  to  be  joined 
with  the  Hemb^  of  their  House. 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES 

No.  3967.  Finances  of  Denmark. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  188». . 

Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  University  of  Glasgow 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of 
the  Act,  for  the  year  1906-1907. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  30th  March, 
1908,  declaring  that  Mr.  George  Samuel 
Newth,  Lecture  Assistant,  Normal  School 
of  Science,  Board  of  Education,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  certifi- 
cate through  inadvertence  ou  the  part 
of  the  head  of  his  department. 

Laid  before  the  House  (purauant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889. 

University  Court  Ordinances — 
No.  24.  (Aberdeen,  No.  2.)  Regulations 
for  Degrees  in  Arts^,^,,,,,  byGoOglc 
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■  No.  (Aberdeen,  No.  3.)  Regulations 
as  to  Bxirsaries,  etc. 

I^aid  before  tbe  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  to  bn  printed.   (No.  45.) 


SBCALL  HOLDINGS  AlO)  ALLOTUENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in  Oonunittee  (according  to 
Order), 

[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 
CSatueB  1  to  26  agreed  to. 
GUnse  27: 

LoBD  SALTOXJN  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  efiect  that  ao  land  should 
be  authorised  hy  an  Order  tmder  this 
Act  to  be  acquired  compulsorily  which, 
at  the  date  of  the  Order  was  being  '*  used 
for  d^ing  or  repairing  fishing  nets."  He 
explained  that  land  round  a  great  many 
towns  on  the  sea  coast  was  very  much 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  the  object  of 
his  Amendment  was  to  safeguud  that 
land  in  the  interest  of  fishermen. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  18,  line  32,  after  the  vord  '  like.* 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  being  land  used  for 
drying  or  repairing  fishing  nets.'  "-^Lord 
SaUoun.) 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  did  not  think  it  desirable  to  insert  in 
the  Clause  more  exceptions  than  were 
needed,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment which  his  noble  friend  had  pro- 
posed. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  27,  as  amended,  agree<l  to. 

'  Remaining  clauses  agreed  to,  and  Bill 
reported  with  an  Amendment  to  the 
House  and  recommitted  to  the  Standing 
C!ommittee,  and  to  be  prmted  as  amended. 
(No.  46.) 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (SHOPS)  BILL  [h-L.]. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order) ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Tues- 
day next. 


POST  OFHCE  CONSOLIDATION 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Skohd  Budino.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Thk  Earl  of  GKANARD  :  Hy  Lords, 
this  is  purely  a  Consolidatic»L.BiU,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  certain  Acta  that 
have  sit^e  been  added,  was  submitted 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  1896.  I  trust  your  Lord- 
ships will  give  the  Bill  a  Sec(Hid  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2K"—{Tke  Bad  of  Gramrd.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 


MUNICIPAL  BEPBESBNTATION 
BILL  [H-L.]. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


COUNTY  COURTS  BILL  [h.i-]. 
[Shond  BuDiNa.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  I  need  say  but 
very  few  words  in  asking  your  Lordships 
to  give  a  Second  Beading  to  this  Bill. 
It  deals  with  various  points,  not  tiiem- 
selves  connected,  and  it  is  the  same  Bill 
as  your  Lordships  agreed  to  on  the 
Motion  of  my  predecessor.  Last  year 
the  Bill  was  introduced  by  myself ;  it 
passed  through  this  House,  but,  un- 
fortunately, shared  the  fate  of  other 
measures  which  could  not  be  disposed 
of  elsewhere.  I  will  only  say  that  the 
Bill  does  not  in  any  way  represent  my 
idea  of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  con- 
nection with  an  amendment  of  the  law 
relating  to  County  Courts.  There  are 
two  important  points  which  deserve 
attention.  I  referred  to  one  last  year 
— the  character  of  the  jurisdiction  in 
regard  to  what  I  call  imprisonment 
for  debt,  for  in  substance  it  is  im- 
prisonment for  debt.  I  have  been 
very  anxious  ,;t^,  .iftakej^^sp^wds  in 
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xegaid  to  that;  but  I  think  a  irise 
oonne  has  been  talraa  in  tiie  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  subject,  for  undoubtedly 
there  is  a  controversial  aspect.  The 
second  jtoint  is  this.  It  is  more  than 
thirty  yeaxB  once  the  Judicature  Com- 
miflnon  reoommended  tluat  tlw  High 
Court  of  Jnstioe  and  tba  County  Court 
should  form  part  of  one  system  instead 
of  bong  separate  and  independent,  as 
they  are  nov;  and,  although  Lord 
Cairns  did  not  approve  of  the  recom- 
mendation at  the  time,  he  subsequently 
changed  his  mind  and  brought  in  and 
carried  through  this  House  a  Bill  for 
the  poipoBO  of  giving  effect  to  that 
recommendation  I  mil  not  say  that 
^at  ought  to  be  done  at  once.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  cannot  very  veil  be 
done  without  some  inquiry,  and  I  intend 
to  propose  an  inquiry.  I  ask  to  be 
excused  for  referring  to  those  two  matters 
even  so  shortly,  beoause  I  do  not  wish 
it  to  be  supposed  that  this  Bill  represents 
all  that  I  think  miglLt  be  done,  or, 
indeed,  ought  to  be  done,  in  regard  to 
the  business  of,  and  arrangements  re- 
lating to.  County  Courts. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
^:*—{The  Lard  Ckmedtor.) 

Lord  ASHBOUKNB:  My  Lords, 
I  trust  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  passing  of  Bill,  and 
coming  as  it  does  with  the  zecommenda- 
tion  01  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack.  I  have  no  doubt  your 
Lordships  will  be  prepared  to  give  it  a 
ready  acceptance.  I  presume  that  in 
the  preflMkt  state  of  public  business  it 
is  not  desirable  to  overload  any  Bills ; 
but  I  hope  I  may  ask  for  the  asrastance 
of  my  noble  and  learned  friend  in  in- 
serting an  Amendment  to  allow  the 
solicitor  ptofesnon  to  be  repreeented  on 
the  rule-making  authority. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Hoose  adjoomed  at  tweoty 
mlDiitM  before  Five  o'dook, 
tiU  To-mwraw.haU-pMt  Xm 


HOUSE  OF  COKHONS: 
Thtndag,  2ftA  April,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Bromley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill;  Glyn- 
corrwg  Urban  District  Council  Bill ; 
Lincoln  Corporation  Bill — Bead  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill ;  Louth  and 
East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer)  Bill ; 
Dundalk  Urban  District  Council  Bill.— 
Beported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  ue  on  the  TaUe*  and  to  be  printed. 

Enott  End  Railway  Bill.— Reported^ 
with  Amendments  [Title  amended] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Heme  Bay  Pier  Bill  [Lords],  — 
Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (Oroup  E). 

Colonel  Skbly  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  £  of  Private  Bills ;  That, 
for  the  convenience  of  puties,  the  Com- 
mittee had  adjourned  till  Bltmday  nexti 
at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


FETITIONS, 

GOAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  (No.  2) 
BILU 

Petitions  against :  From  Liverpool ; 
and,  Miniog  Association  of  Great  Brtoin  > 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EARL,  WILLIAM  ROBERT  ALBERT. 

Petition  from  William  Roliert  Albert 
Eari,  for  redress  of  grievanoes;  to  lie 
upon  ^e  TaUe. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  from  Westhall,  against ;  to 
Ue  upon  the  Table.  ^  i 

2  2  Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 


639  iirfwm,  {COMMONS}  Seports,  &c.  640 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Truro;  and, 
Yeovil ;  to  He  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Bath ;  Billing- 
hurst  ;  Birmingham ;  Bradford ;  Colgate ; 
Eosebourne ;  Elccleshall ;  Greasborough 
(two) ;  Hemmingfield ;  Kilnhurst ;  London 
and  other  places ;  Middlesbrough ; 
North  Bucks;  Bawmarsh ;  Botherham 
(four) ;  Sheffield  (eight)  ;  Swinton 
(twelve) ;  Thomhill ;  West  Sussex 
(three) ;  and  Woking  and  Cranleigh ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petititiona  for  alteration  ;  From  Colne 
and  Nelson ;  Daventry ;  Helidon ;  Sunday 
School  Union ;  Truro ;  and,  Wigston 
Magna ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour ;  From  Ardwick ; 
Barrow-in-Furness  (two) ;  Batley  (three) ; 
Belper ;  Bridport ;  Berry  (three) ; 
Caersalem ;  Canterbury  (three) ;  Copping- 
ton  ;  Coppenball ;  Cranuington  Colliery  ; 
Crewe ;  Didmarton  ;  DobwalU  ;  Durham ; 
East  Looe  ;  Ecclcs  (two) ;  Garstang ; 
GlaBgow  ;  Halifax ;  fligham  ;  Kelvedon ; 
Lancaster  (seven) ;  Liskeard  (four) ; 
Littlehampton  ;  Llanedwen  ;  Llang- 
ristiolus  ;  Luddenfoot ;  Motherwell ;  New 
Delaval;  New  Kilpatrick;  Northowram; 
North  Salford ;  North  Shields ;  North 
Walbottle ;  Ossett ;  Pendleton  ;  Pensilva  ; 
Polruan ;  Eingwood ;  Rothesay  (two) ; 
St.  Andrews  ;  St.  Helens ;  St.  Hilary  ; 
St.  Mary's  (Scilly)  ;  Sheffield ;  Shotton ; 
Southsea ;  Streatham  (two) ;  Street ; 
Thomby  ;  Timsbury  ;  Tunbrldge  Wells  ; 
Waring  Green ;  West  Dulwich ;  and, 
Yeovil  and  Sherborne ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL  AND  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 
(LOCAL  OPTION)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Stranraer,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR   TRAFFIC    (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

OUTDOOR    RELIEF  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES  ACTS,  1894  AND  1904. 

Petitions  from  Bothwell,  for  extension 
to  Scotland ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  frcnn  Middlesbrough,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOP  BILLS. 
Petition  from  Westminster,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SETVRN8,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CROWN'S  NOMINEE  ACCOUNT. 
Abstract  Accoimt  presented,  of  receipts 
and  payments  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor, 
in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1907, 
in  the  Administration  of  Estates  on  behalf 
of  the  Ciown,  and  Alphabetical  List 
of  Intestates'  Estates  in  respect  of  which 
Letters  of  Administration  were  granted 
to  the  Treasury  Solicitor  as  Crown's 
Nominee,  and  of  other  cases  (partial 
intestacies,  &c)  in  which  accounts  were 
opened  in  the  Books  of  the  Treasury 
Solicitor  in  the  same  year,  in  respect  ot 
moneys  received  by  him  as  Crown's 
Nominee  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  113.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACTS,  1884. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  30th  March,  1908,  declaring  that 
Mr.  Greorge  Samuel  Newth,  I^ture 
Assistant,  Normal  School  of  Science, 
Board  of  Education,  was  appointed  with- 
out a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of 
his  Department  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Annual  Series,  No. 
3967  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889 
(ORDINANCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  University  Court 
Ordinance  No.  XXIV.  (Aberdeen,  No.  2) 
(Regulations  for  Degrees  in  Arte)  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upcm  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  114.] 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT.  1689 
(ORDINANCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  University  Court 
Ordinance  No.  XXV.  (Aberdeen  No.  3) 
(Regulations  as,]  to  MBfuaarie^  Ac.)  [by 
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Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  116.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW. 

Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  Accounts 
of  the  University  of  Glasgow  for  the  year 
ending  30th  Se^mber,  1907  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Tabl&  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  116.] 

PAPER  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE  BT  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Criminal  Appeal  Rules,  Copy  of 
the  Criminal  Appeal  Rules,  1908  [by 
Act]. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEES 
CiaCVLATED  WITS  THE  VOTES. 

Bonlahy  Letter  Arrangunenta. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-Qeneral  whether 
any  petition  has  been  received  by 
him  nom  the  iidiabituitB  of  Bonlahy, 
County  I^ra^ford,  uid  iieighbourhood, 
for  an  erenmg  as  well  as  a  morning 
dearanoe  of  the  pillar-boz  tiiere;  and 
will  he  direct  that  this  be  done. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Suxton.)  The 
petition  to  which  Uie  hon.  Member 
refers  has  been  duly  received,  and  inquiry 
is  being  made.  I  hope  shorUy  to  be  able 
to  send  a  reply. 

OoTMitiy  Fort  (MBcc  Hedleal  Oflte. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  medical 
officer  of  the  poet  office  at  Coventry 
is  about  85  years  of  'age,  and  that 
miuiy  of  the  staff  at  Coventry  attend 
oUier  medical  men  at  their  own  expense, 
owing  to  dieir  dissatisfaction  with  the 
medical  officer's  tmtment ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  bis  advanced  age,  steps  will  be 
taken  to  appoint  another  medical  officer. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
am  having  inquiry  made,  and  will  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Dudley  and  Birmin<ham  Post  Office 
Scale  of  VagcB. 

Mb.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
King8winf<nd) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  be  is  aware  that 
^  nnployees  in  the  post  office  at  Dudley 


receive  1  2b.  a  week  less  than  those  em- 
ployed at  Birmingham,  and  that  the 
employees  at  Dudley  are  compelled  to 
pass  an  examination  in  telegraphy  and 
postal  work,  which  test  is  not  required 
of  those  employed  at  Birmingham ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  the  reason  for  the 
difference  in  remuneralaon. 

Mr.  STAVELKY-HILL  :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  there  are  officers  in  the  Dudley 
post  office  with  thirty  years  service  who 
are  receiving  448.  per  week,  while  those 
similarly  employed  at  Birmingham,  with 
a  less  amount  of  service,  are  receiving 
568.  per  week ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
the  reason  for  this,  difference. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  SuaeUm.)  I 
will  answer  the  two  Cjuestions  together. 
Under  the  recommendation  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Post  Office  Servants  the 
new  classification  of  towns  in  respect  of 
scales  of  pay  is  to  be  based  primarily  on 
the  volume  of  work  modified  where 
necessary  by  the  cost  of  living.  The 
unit  of  work  at  Birmingham  is  7,400, 
which  places  it  in  Class  l.  The  index 
number  of  the  cost  of  living  at  Birming- 
ham, as  ascertained  by  tne  Board  of 
Trade  is  96.  The  unit  of  work  at 
Dudley  is  only  168,  and  the  index 
number  of  the  cost  of  living  90,  the 
average  being  100.  Sorting  clerks  and 
telegraphists  at  all  provincial  offices  are 
liable  to  be  employed  on  sorting  or 
telegraph  work  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  may  require ;  but  at  the  large 
offices,  though  Uie  work  is  more  trying, 
the  conditions  are  nearly  alwa^  such 
that  officers  are,  in  practice,  employed 
exclusively  on  sorting  or  telegraph  duties, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  it  is  not,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  train  them  all  fully  on 
both  classes  of  work. 

Postal  Officers  and  Territorial  Porce 
damps. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  To  Ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  can  state  whether  postal 
servants  who  are  members  of  the 
Territorial  Forces  will  have  leave  of 
absence  from  official  duties  to  attend 
camp;  if  they  will  receive  their  Civil 
Service  pay  during  these  periods;  and 
whether  he  can  stale  the  re^ilations 
issued  by  the  Post  Office  deahng  with 
this  subject.        Digmzed  by  Google 
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{Ansvmed  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Bmion.)  The 
regulations  authorised  by  the  Treasury 
provide  for  the  grant  of  special  leave  up 
to  a  maximum  of  fifteen  days  in  such 
cases.  The  Treasury  Beeulations  as 
regards  pay  will  1»  published  im- 
mediately. 

Dundee  Telegraphists'  Wages. 

Mr.  WILKIE  (Dundee):  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  the 
maximum  wages  of  male  telegraphists  at 
Dundee,  as  a  result  of  the  departmental 
interpretation  of  the  Hobhouse  award, 
remains  at  the  figure  fixed  in  1890; 
whether  the  maximum  at  Edinburgh  is 
48.  per  week  higher  than  at  Dundee ; 
whether  the  recent  '  Board  of  Trade 
Returns  show  that  Dundee  is  the  city  in 
Scotland  in  which  the  cost  of  living  for 
the  working  classes  is  highest;  and 
whether  he  will  investugate  Uie  position 
of  afiloirs  at  Dundee. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  In 
1890  there  were  two  classes  of  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists  at  Dundee.  The 
first-class  had  a  maximum  of  50s.,  and  the 
second-class  a  maximum  of  40b.  The 
classification  of  Dundee  has  been  deter- 
.  mined  on  (he  lines  recommended  by  the 
the  Select  Committee  on  Post  Office 
Servants,  that  is  to  say,  primarily  on 
volume  of  work  modified  where  neces- 
sary by  cost  of  living.  The  volume 
of  work  at  Dundee  is  represented  by 
about  1,120  units  which  places  it  in 
Class  11.,  the  range  of  which  is  from  800 
to  1,700  units,  and  as  the  cost  of  living 
is  not  exceptionally  hi^h,  it  remains  in 
Class  II.  On  the  same  pnnciple  Edinburgh 
with  about  4,780  units  of  work,  and  with 
the  cost  of  living  practically  the  same  as 
in  Dundee,  remains  in  Class  L 

Natnmlisation  Tees. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.> :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether,  having  regard  to  the  expec- 
tations held  out  by  the  Prime  Minister  to 
an  important  deputation  several  months 
ago,  he  is  yet  able  to  promise  a  reduction 
of  the  fee  charged  for  naturalisation  in 
this  country,  so  that  it  may  conform  mare 
nearly  to  the  smaller  fees  charged  in 
foreign  ooantries. 

(Antwered  by  Mr.  Secretary  GladsUme.) 
The  question  has  been  very  fully  and 


carefully  considered,  and  it  has  been  de- 
cided not  to  make  any  reduction  in  the 

fee. 

Tipton  Death  Inquiry. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHAItDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  wheUier  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  death  of 
a  man  named  David  Pearscm,  at  Tipton, 
in  Staffordshire,  upon  whose  body  an  in- 
quest was  held  and  a  verdict  returned  of 
death  from  natural  canses,  accelerated  by 
excessive  drinking  and  exposure ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  it  is  alleged  that  a 
noxious  drug  had  been  given  thia  man ; 
whether,  unider  the  droumstaneeB,  the 
autiiorities  bad  taken  the  necessary  atepe 
to  elicit  the  true  cause  of  this  man's  death ; 
and  whether  he  intends  to  take  any  steps 
towards  making  further  inquiries  into 
this  case. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  have  no  information  as  to  this  case  save 
that  contained  in  the  newspa^r  report 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  kmdly  sent 
me,  but  I  am  making  inquiries  and  will 
communicate  the  result  to  him. 

Children  in  Puhlic-Honaes. 

Me.  FIENNES  (Oxford8hire,Banbury).* 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  widespread  interest  taken  in  the 
question  of  women  taking  infants  and 
young  children  to  public-houses,  he  will 
circulate  to  all  Members  the  Home  Oflice 
Report  on  this  subject  [Cd.  3813]. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Seerdary  Otadstone.) 
The  Paper  in  question  has  been  laid  upon 
the  Table,  and  has  been  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  the  usual  rule  as  to  the 
distribution  of  Command  Papers.  Copies 
can  be  obtained  by  any  Member  inter- 
ested on  application  at  the  Vote  office. 

Keligious  Instmction  in  Training  OoUegea* 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, in  how  many,  and  which  of  the 
training  colleges  no  religious  instruction 
is  given;  and  how  many  students  are 
provided  for  at  such  collies. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  MeKenna.)  The 
Board  have  not  hitherto  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  religious  instruction  given  in 
training  colleges,  and-I  ie^pet,  ~t^t^E«fox«». 
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that  my  infonnation  is  confined  to  the 
colleges  provided  by  the  London  County 
Council,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  answer 
to  the  noble  Lord  on  the  20th  March. 

Egyptian  Administration. 
Mr,  kettle  (Tyrone,  E.) :  To  a«k 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
whether,  according  to  the  present  politi- 
cal aitwigements  in  Egypt^  it  is  within 
the  competence  of  the  Khedive  to  grant 
a  constitution  or  representative  legislature 
to  the  people  of  Egypt. 

{Anmered  hy  Secrdary  Sir  Edward  Grey. ) 
Under  present  conditions,  it  vonld  be 
necessary  that  if  any  step  of  the  nature 
referred  to  were  taken,  it  shonld  be  only 
in  consultation  with  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mandi  Chiefship. 

Ma.  MICKLEM  (Hertfordshire,  Wal^ 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  whether  Uieie  is  any  record  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  memorial  of 
Kaja  DuahtMikandan  Sen,  Chief  of  Sukeh 
State,  Funjaub,  presented  in  1904,  and 
praying  that  the  Baja's  claims  to  the 
chiefship  of  Mandi  might  be  inquired  into 
and  considered,  was  rejected  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  India ;  and  if  so, 
whether  he  will  state  the  reasons  for  such 
rejection,  and  whether  the  Raja  was 
informed  why  he  was  not  accorded  a 
hearing. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
The  proceedings  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  Council,  which  resulted  in  the  rejection 
of  the  memorial  referred  to,  are  on  record. 
The  reason  for  the  rejection  of  the  mem- 
orial was  that  it  established  no  ground 
for  interfering  with  the  orders  passed  by 
the  (Government  of  India  in  1897,  recog- 
nising the  adoption,  by  the  late  chief,  of  a 
eon  who  is  the  present  chief.  The  mem- 
orialist was  duly  informed  that  the 
Secretary  of  State,  after  fully  considering 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  cases,  saw  no 
reason  for  interfering  with  the  orders  of 
1897. 

Select  Oommittee  on  Bast  India  Finance. 

Sib  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
if  he  is  aware  that  on  page  909  of  the 
Third  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  East  India  Finance  ordered  by  this 


Honse  to  be  printed  on  28th  July,  1873, 
a  table  is  given  showirig  the  average 
effective  strength  of  the  European  army 
in  India  from  the  year  1862-3  to  the 
year  1871-2 ;  that  in  that  table  the  fol- 
lowing totals  for  the  years  specified  are 
given:  1862-3,  69,732  ;  1863-4,  67,712; 
1867-8,  56,237  ;  1868-9,  55,756  ;  1870-1, 
56,694 ;  1871-2,  68,437 ;  that  the  figures 
now  given  for  the  same  years  are  as  fol- 
lows :  1862,  73,174  ;  1863,  76,085  ;  1867, 
65,467;  1868,  61,897;  1870,  56,954; 
1871,  58,368;  and  will  he  state  the  rea- 
son for  these  discrepancies. 

{Atmoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.)  I 
do  not  know  how  the  figures  printed  in 
1873  were  arrived  at,  but  they  appear 
to  bo  averages  for  several  months  of 
each  year,  with  the  omission  of  com- 
missioned officers.  The  figures  given  by 
me  on  the  26th  March  incraded  commiss- 
ioned officers,  as  requested  by  the  hon. 
Member,  and,  as  I  then  stated,  represent- 
ed the  established  and  not  the  actoal 
strength. 

Defence  of  India- 

Sir  H.  COTTON :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  India,  if  he  will  state 
in  what  year  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  which  sat  shortly  after  the 
Mutiny  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
forces  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
Inriia,  and  advised  that  80,000  British 
troops  were  required,  was  preseoted  to 
this  House ;  and  what  is  the  reference 
number  of  the  Command  Paper  in  which 
that  Report  was  published. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
The  Report  was  presented  in  1859.  The 
reference  number  of  the  Command  Paper 
is  Cd.  2516. 

Biitiah  Gtnison  in  India. 

Sir  H.  COTTON :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  answer  to  a  question  put 
on  13th  March,  1906,  by  the  hoti.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Camberwell  the  following 
figures  were  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  of  the  total  strength  of  the 
British  forces  serving  in  India  in  the 
years  specified:  January  1897,  76,995; 
January  1900,  66,581 ;  January  1901, 
63,623 ;  January  1902,  63,968 ;  January 
1903,  75,740;  October  1903,  76,380; 
October  1904.  76,mid 
78,061 ;  and  th^  the  figtures  now  ^ven 
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fOT  the  same  years  are  as  follows : 
1897-8,  76,376  ;  1900-1,  65,581 ;  1901- 
2,  62,999;  1902-3,  59,497;  1903-4, 
74,709  ;  1904-5.  74,872 ;  1905-6,  77,268 ; 
and  will  he  state  the  reason  for  these 
discrepancies. 

(Anmered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
The  figures  given  by  me  on  the  26th  of 
March  last  were  then  stated  to  be  for  the 
Ist  of  April  in  each  year.  The  reason  of 
the  discrepancy  between  those  figures 
andthoM  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  gave  two  years  ago  for  January 
and  October,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  numbers  vary  at  different  times 
of  the  year  according  to  the  relief  move- 
ments of  troops  between  India  and  this 
country. 

Women  Clerks  at  the  Post  Office- 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
will  state  the  respective  numbers  of 
women  clerks  from  each  bnmch  of  the 
Post  Office  in  London  whose  names  are 
noted  as  desiring  transfer  to  Dublin  ;  and 
seeing  that  junior  members  of  such  clerks, 
to  the  exclusion  of  their  seniors,  are  about 
to  be  transferred  to  Dublin,  will  he  say 
whether  all  future  transfers  will  be  re- 
gulated according  to  smioritj  and 
equality  of  efficiency. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxtmv.)  The 
total  number  of  women  clerks  who  have 
applied  for  traiisfw  to  Dublin  is  fifty- 
ei^t,  of  whom  eighteen  are  employed  in 
the  Accountant-General's  Department, 
twenty-nine  in  the  Savings  Bank,  and 
eleven  in  the  Money  Order  Department. 
Priority  of  application  is  the  governing 
factor  in  the  case  of  transfers. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  seeing  that  a  number  of 
Savings  Bank  women  clerks  were  asked 
by  the  Savings  Bank  authorities,  either 
privately  or  officially,  sometime  before 
the  present  Government  came  into  office, 
if  they  would  serve  in  Dublin,  that  the 
percentages  of  Irish  deposits  and  with- 
drawals made  through  British  deposit 
books  and  vice  versa,  as  worked  out  by  the 
Savings  Bank,  either  privately  or  officially, 
show  only  one  per  cent,  approximately  on 
the  totals,  that,  apart  from  the  enormoufi 
inconvenience  to  Irish  depositors,  Ireland 
loses  £30,000  per  annum  by  having  the 
Irish  Savings  Bank  accounts  kept  in 


London,  that  99  per  cent  off  the  manu- 
factured stuff  usea  in  the  Post  Office  in 

Ireland  is  not  manufactured  in  Ireland, 
that  clerical  work  can  be  as  efficiently, 
and,  having  regard  to  the  cost  of  housing 
accommodation,  more  economically  per- 
formed in  Dublin  than  in  London,  and 
that  it  would  be  more  in  conformity  with 
Irish  ideas  if  the  Irish  Savings  Bank 
accounts  were  kept  in  Dublin,  he  will 
further  consider  the  advisability  of  trans- 
ferriiu;  the  work  of  keeping  these  aooounts 
from  London  to  Dubl^. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Btixton.)  I 
am  afraid  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
replies  I  gave  my  hon,  friend  on  the 
Booject  last  8essi(m. 

FemuuieDt  Assistant  Secretazy  to 
the  Treasnzy. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 

the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain,  in 
reference  to  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Blain 
over  Mr.  Crowly  as  Permanent  Assistant 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who  was  the 
official  responsible  for  this  selection,  and 
what  proof  did  he  put  forward  as  to  Mr. 
Blain  being  more  meritorious  than  Mr. 
Crowly  for  the  superiOT  appointment. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  This 
appointment  was  made  by  the  Board  of 
Treasury. 

The  Assistant  Comptroller  and  Auditor. 

Mb.  FIELD  :  To  aak  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he'  will  state  tJbe 
number  of  months  sick  leave  the  late  Mr. 
Gleadowe  had  during  the  year  immedi- 
ately preceding  his  appointment  as 
assistant  comptroller  and  auditor;  for 
what  length  of  time  did  he  occupy  the  lat- 
ter position,  and  what  sick  leave  did  he 
have  during  this  period;  and  whether, 
contrary  to  the  Exchequer  and  Audit 
Department  Act,  he  was  selected  for  the 
position  of  assistant  comptroller  and 
auditor  by  the  permanent  officials  of  the 
Treasury. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bunciman.)  Mr. 
Gleadowe  has  been  dead  more  than  four 
years,  and  in  these  circumstances,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
amount  of  his  sick  leave.  His  appointr 
ment  was  made  in  accordance  wiui  tiie 
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Frerention  of  Bail  way  Accidents. 

Mr.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  Bash- 
cliffe)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  IVade  whether  any  special  appoint- 
ments of  persons  have  been  made  under 
Section  16  of  The  Railway  Employment 
(Prevention  of  Accidents)  Act,  1900 ; 
and  whether  any  iuquiries  have  been  held 
and  experiments  have  been  made  under 
tiie  same  section. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley,)  The  two 
assistant  inspecting  officers  of  railways, 
who  have  conducted  practically  all  the 
inspections  made  under  the  Act  of  1900, 
were  added  to  the  stafi  of  the  department 
in  January  1901.  An  additional  sub- 
inspecting  officer  was  also  appointed  in 
March  1904.  In  addition  to  the  inquiries 
which  are  continually  being  held,  where 
necessary,  by  these  officers  into  the 
causes  of  accidents  to  railway  servants, 
and  to  numerous  inspections  uuder 
Section  13  of  the  Act,  special  investigation 
has  been  made  in  some  cases  where  a 
railway  company  has  objected  to  a  rule 
propoeed  by  the  Board  under  the  Act  for 
reasons  connected  with  special  circum- 
stanoM  on  a  railway.  The  Bailway 
Employment  Safety  Appliances  Com- 
mittee, who  were  appointed  in  April  1906, 
were  also  directed,  inter  alia,  to  make 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  railway 
companies  such  experiments  as  they 
deemed  expedient.  From  the  Committee's 
Reports  it  appears  that  they  have  made 
expertmmts  with  either-side  brakes  for 
waggons,  and  have  also  examined  many 
inventions  and  appliances. 

Bailway  Waggon  Oouplings. 

Mr.  ELLIS :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  any  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  by  him  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  matter  of 
automatic  couplings  of  railway  waggons, 
of  whom  it  is  composed,  has  such  com- 
mittee carried  out  any  experiments,  has 
it  reported;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the 
nature  of  such  report,  and,  if  not,  how 
soon  is  it  likely  to  report. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Kearley.)  The  Rail- 
way Safety  Appliances  Committee  {con- 
sitting  of  Colonel  Yorke,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Derby,  and  Mr.  Turnbuli)  have  con- 
sidered, among  other  matters,  the 
question  of  automatic  couplings.  They 
reported,  after  very  full  consideration, 
tiiat  it  appeured  to  be  impracticab}e  to  fit 


such  appliances  to  existing  waggon  stock, 
and  that  consequently  any  extensive  tests 
of  automatic  couplers  under  present  con- 
ditions would  be  of  no  value. 

#r«v6ntion  of  Bailway  Aecidmts— Bnlea. 

Mr.  ELLIS  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  rules  have 
been  made,  and  are  now  in  force,  with 
respect  to  all  the  twelve  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  The 
Railway  Employment  (Prevention  of 
Accidents)  Act,  1900;  if  not,  which  of 
the  subjects  are  still  without  rules,  and 
at  what  stage  is  the  action  necessary  to 
make  or  complete  the  rules  respecting  it 
or  them ;  whether  any  rules  nave  been 
made  under  Section  1,  Sub-sectitm  (2), 
of  the  Act,  and,  if  so,  what  is  their 
nature ;  whether  any  rules  have  been 
made  under  Section  1,  Sub-section  (3),  of 
the  Act,  and,  in  that  case,  what  is  their 
nature ;  and  whether  any  specific  order 
has  been  made  under  Section  8  of  the 
Act,  and,  if  so,  what  is  its  nature. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Kearley.)  Rules  are 
now  in  force  with  regard  to  nine  of  the 
twelve  subjects  scheduled  to  the  Act  of 
1900,  and  a  proposed  rule  was  published 
last  August  with  regard  to  a  further 
subject,  brake  levers  on  both  sides  of 
waggons,  and  has  now  been  modified  in 
view  of  certain  objections  received  there- 
to. It  has  not  yet  been  thought  necessary 
to  make  rules  with  regard  to  No.  7, 
position  of  offices,  etc.,  or  No.  8,  mark- 
mg  of  fouling  points,  as  such  matters 
can  be  more  conveniently  dealt  with, 
should  occasion  arise,  than  by  general 
rule  under  Section  1  (I).  No  rales  have 
been  made  under  Section  1  (2)  and  (3) 
of  the  Act,  nor  have  any  specific  ordeVs 
under  Section  8  been  found  necessary. 

Irish  Provident  Assurance  Company. 

Mr.  N.  J.  MURPHY  (Kilkenny,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  his  attention,  or  the  attention  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown,  has  been 
drawn  to  the  position  of  afiairs  of  ihe 
Irish  Provident  Assurance  Company, 
Limited,  and  to  the  fact  that  thousands 
of  pounds  of  the  policy-holders'  money 
have  been  spent  by  the  directors  in 
various  schemes  with  the  object  of 
making  profits  for  themselves ;  and  also 
that  the  funds  of  the  company  are  not 
properly  safeguarded  in  the  interests  of 
the    policy  holders,]    which,   ma^^  it 
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possible  for  the  direotora  to  uae  the  funds 
of  the  comjnny  for  their  own  personal 
purposes,  without  any  power  of  control 
being  accorded  to  the  members  of  the 
company ;  and  will  the  Government  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  having  an 
investigation  made  into  the  working  of 
the  Irish  Provident  Assurance  Company, 
Limited,  to  follow  on  the  investigations 
which  were  conducted  by  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  but  were  dis- 
continued in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
amalgamation  of  the  Irish  Provident 
with  the  National  Standard  Corporation, 
Limited,  and  which  amalgamation  was 
not  carried  out. 

(Ansicered  by  Mr.  KearUy.)  The 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been 
called  from  time  to  time  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Irish  Provident  Assurance  Com- 
pany, Limited,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
circumstances  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member.  As  stated  in  the  Answers 
given  on  the  23rd  April  last  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Kerry,  and  on  the 
22nd  August  last  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick,  the  only  power  vested  in 
the  Board  of  Trade  is  tbat^  under  Sections 
56  and  57  of  the  The  Comp<iiiies  Act, 
1862,  of  appointing  an  inspector  upon 
the  application  of  members  holding  not 
less  than  one- fifth  of  the  share  capital  of 
the  company  for  the  time  being  issued. 
I  may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  by 
the  Companies  Act  of  last  year,  which 
will  come  into  operation  on  the  Ist  July 
next,  the  proportion  of  members  required 
for  the  purposes  of  an  application  will  be 
reduced  from  one-fifth  to  one-tenth. 

Peterborough  Railway  Station. 

Lord  J.  JOICKY-CECIL  (Lincoln- 
shire, Stamford):  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  use  his 
influence  with  the  dirwjtors  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  construct  at  Peterborough, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  a  sub- 
way for  luggage  and  passengers,  and  by 
so 'doing  reduce  the  constant  risk  to  life 
and  limb  to  which  their  servants  are 
exposed  by  having  to  carry  luggage,  etc., 
over  the  permanent  way. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Kearley.)  The  Board 
of  Trade  communicated  with  the  railway 
company  in  this  matter  on  receiving 
notice  of  the  noble  Lord's  Question,  and 
are  informed  that  there  is  already  a 


bridge  for  paraengers  at  Peterborough 
station,  and  that  the  company  do  not 
consider  a  subway  for  luggage  necessary. 

Ordnance  Surrey  Uaps. 

Mr-  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.):  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agrioulture^ 
whether  the  Ordnance  Survey  maps 
were  formerly  printed  in  Irelaiid  from 
copper-plates,  and  are  they  at  present 
printed  in  England  from  zinc-plates ;  are 
maps  printed  from  rinc-plates  infraiw  to 
copper  plate  maps ;  and  will  he  have  tiie 
recent  Survey  maps,  for  example,  the 
six  inch  maps  for  county  Leitrim,  com- 
pared by  an  expert  with  the  majps  of  the 
former  Survey,  and  ask  for  his  report 
whether  the  old  standard  of  excellence, 
either  in  printing  or  paper,  is  maintained 
in  the  new  Survey. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  SiracheyJ) 
The  maps  on  a  scale  of  six-inch  to  a 
mile  were  formerly  engraved  on  coj^r, 
but  they  have  been  printed  by  means  of 
zinc-plates  for  ver^  many  years  past  boUi 
in  England  and  Ireland.  The  processes 
adopted  give  a  good  clear  result,  they 
are  far  cheaper  and  more  rapid  than 
engraving,  and  the  maps  can,  by  this 
means,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
public  within  a  reasonable  time  of  the 
survey  or  revision.  In  the  case  of 
the  county  of  Leitrim,  the  maps  published 
in  1882-6  were  drawn  on  stone  as  an 
experiment.  Various  causes  contributed 
to  the  deterioration  of  the  atones,  and 
within  the  last  few  years  it  has  been 
foundnecessary  to  reproduce  by  helio-zinco- 
graphy  twenty-two  out  of  thirty-eight 
sheets  comprising  the  county,  so  as  to 
bring  them  up  to  the  standard  of  other 
six-inch  maps.  The  county  of  Leitrim  is 
now  being  re-surveyed  on  the  twenty- 
five-inch  scale,  and  within  the  next 
few  years  existing  maps  will'  be  super- 
seded. There  is  no  necessity  to  resort 
to  expert  advice  outside  the  Ordnance 
Survey  in  the  matter. 

Herefordshire  HiUOIimhing  Contests. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
hill-climbing  contests  which  the  Hereford- 
shire Automobile  Club  prbprae^^f^^ld 
on  Cockshu^  Hill;'^bCthtoi',W0^ise4 
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by  ixixn  oa  tiie  27th  May,  1907  in  this 
House,  he  communicated  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
on  the  subject  of  such  conteste ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  hia  own 
o^nion  expressed  on  the  same  date,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  now 
taking  steps  nther  to  prohibit  such 
contests  on  public  roads  altogether,  or  at 
least  to  confine  them  to  such  times  and 
plaoea  as  will  eusaie  the  public  safety. 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  My 
attention  has  not  been  (ailed  to  the 
first  matter  referred  to  in  the  Question. 
The  Answer  as  regards  the  second  part 
of  it  is  in  the  affirmative.  As  I  pointed 
out,  in  replying  to  my  hon.  friend's 
Question  of  the  27th  May  last,  the 
administration  of  the  law  relating  to 
the  use  of  the  highways  by  motor  cars  is 
practically  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
police,  and  I  am  not  myself  in  a  position 
to  take  action  in  cases  of  this  kind. 

Imported  Kidneys. 
Mb.  COUBTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Qovemment  Board  whether  a  quantity  of 
preserved  kidneys  imported  from  America 
iiave  been  seized  in  the  City  of  London 
as  unfit  for  human  food ;  what  quantity 
of  boric  acid  or  other  preservative  they 
ctmtained,  and  what  quantity  of  such 
preaervative  per  gallon  and  per  pound  is 
considered  deleterious  to  health ;  and 
when  the  promised  regulations  dealing 
with  the  importation  uid  sale  of  unsound 
food  will  be  issued. 

(Annoered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  The 
answer,  as  regards  the  first  point  in  the 
Question,  is  in  the  affirmative.  Two 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  public 
analyst.  In  the  first  case  he  reported 
that  the  fluid  in  which  the  kidneys  were 
preserved  and  the  kidneys  themselves 
each  contained  2-1  per  cent,  of  boric  acid, 
which  was  equivalent  to  1,470  grains  per 
gallon  of  the  fluid,  and  147  grains  per 
pound  of  the  kidneys,  respectively.  In 
the  other  case  the  analyst's  report  showed 
that  the  kidneys  con  tamed  1.46  per  cent 
of  boric  acid  (ec|nivalent  to  102*2  grains 
per  pound),  whilst  the  fluid  contained 
1.7  per  cent,  of  boric  acid  (equal  to 
1,190  grains  per  gallon).  The  answer,  as 
regards  the  third  point,  depends  on  a 
number  of  considerations  which  cannot 
eonveniently  be  discussed  in  r^ly  to  a 


Question.  I  may,  however,  say  that  the 
presence  in  imported  kidneys  of  propor- 
tions of  bone  acid  so  large  as  those  given 
above  is  decidedly  objectionable  from  the 
point  of  view  of  public  health,  and  I  am 
advised  that  it  is  wholly  unnecessary.  I 
propose  to  give  special  attention  to  im- 
ported preserved  kidneys  in  the  regula* 
tions  referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  the 
Question.  These  regulations  are  in  an 
advanced  state  of  preparation. 


Scottish  Slanghter  honsss. 
Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  Ck)llege) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is 
awue  that  it  is  the  practice  of  some  local 
authorities  in  Scodand  to  let  the  burgh 
^ughter-house  to  yearly  tenants,  who 
reimburse  themselves  by  the  collection  of 
dues  from  butchers  for  the  use  of  the 
slaughter-house,  and  that  these  tenants 
periorm  the  duty  of  meat  inspectors ; 
and  will  he  say  what  control  the  local 
authorities  have  over  the  yearly  tenants 
of  the  burgh  slaughter-bouses  to  insure 
the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties  as 
official  meat  inspectors,  and  do  the  local 
authorities  demand  that  these  tenants 
should  have  the  qualifications  for  meat 
inspectors  specified  under  Recommenda- 
tions, Meat— B,  by  the  Boyal  Commission 
on  Tuberculosis,  1898. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am  aware 
that  in  aeveral  burghs  the  slaughter- 
house is  let  to  a  local  butcher  who,  in 
some  instances,  reimburses  himself  by  the 
collection  of  dues ;  that  in  one  or  two 
instances  known  to  the  Local  (jlovernment 
Board  the  tenants  are  understood  to 
report  diseased  or  unsound  carcases  to 
the  sanitary  officials :  but  that,  in  the 
majority  of  burghs  with  public  slaughter- 
houses, the  sanitary  inspector  and  veter- 
inary surgeon  visit  daily  or  at  such 
other  intervals  as  may  be  necessary  for 
effective  supervision.  So  far  as  I  am 
aware  the  local  authorities  do  not  demand 
that  the  tenants  of  their  slaughter-houses 
shall  possess  the  qualifications  specified 
by  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Tuber- 
cnlosis.. 

Edncation  Orants- 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Presiaent  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  the  contemplated 
increased  grants  to  be  made  under  the 
Education  Bill  will  involve  an  additional 
charge  on  the  Exchequer  of  ^1,40(^)00, 
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apart  from  and  independently  of  thn 
proposed  increase  in  the  scale  of  grants  to 
be  made  to  contracted-out  schools ;  and 
whether  any  estimate  has  been  formed  by 
the  Department  as  to  what  the  increase 
in  these  last-named  grants  is  likely  to 
ammint  ta 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  McKewna.)  No,  Sir. 
The  estimate  of  £1,400,000  represents 
the  total  increase  in  the  Exchequer 
grants  in  aid  of  elementary  education 
under  the  Bill.  No  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  grant  payable  to  voluntary 
schools  can  be  formed  until  the  approxi- 
mate number  of  children  attending  those 
schools  is  known ;  but,  as  the  average 
rate  of  grant  per  child  throughout  the 
country  will  amount  to  4:7s.,  the  total  cost 
to  the  Exchequer  will  not  be  materially 
affected  by  the  number  of  voluntary 
schools  or  of  children  attending  them. 

Privately-Owned  Voluntary  Schools. 

Mr.  NIELD  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  whether  the 
Department  would  sanction,  as  within 
Clause  3,  Subjection  3,  of  the  Educatitm 
Bill,  an  arrangement  whereby,  as  a  con- 
dition of  the  transfer  of  a  privately- 
owned  voluntary  elementary  school,  a 
local  education  authority  gave  an  under- 
taking to  the  owner  of  the  school  that 
the  school-house  should  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  such  private  owner  on  school- 
day  evenings  and  during  holidays. 

{Aimi&red  hy  Mr.  McKenm.)  The 
arrangement  referred  to  in  the  Question 
would  not  be  possible  as  a  condition  of 
transfer  under  Clause  3  (3). 

Sales  of  Liquors  in  Fnblic-honses 
and  Hotels- 

Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  proportion  does  the  quantity  and 
value  of  excisable  liquor  sold  through  the 
channel  of  public-houses  and  hotels  bear 
to  the  whole  amount  distributed  or  con- 
sumed throughout  England  and  Wales 
respectively. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Asqu/Uk.)  No 
statistics  are  available. 

The  Budget. 

Mr.  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 


he  can  yet  fix  the  date  on  which  he  will 
introduce  the  Budget. 

(Armmed  by  Mr.  Aaquith.)  I  am  not 
yet  able  to  fix  a  definite  day. 

Licensing  Redaction  Period- 

Mr.  BABNABD  (Kidderminster): 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whether,  in  reference  to  Sub-clause  (1) 
of  Clause  1  of  the  Licensing  Bill,  relating 
to  the  reduction  period  of  fourteen  ^ears, 
such  reduction  period  or  time  limit,  in 
view  of  the  provisions  of  Clause  3,  was 
based  upon  any  statistical  or  actuarial 
data ;  whether  such  data  are  available  to 
Members  of  the  House  or  general  public, 
and  where ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will 
lay  a  Paper  concuning  th«  information 
referred  to. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Asquitk.)  The  i-e- 
duction  period  of  fourteen  years  was 
adopted  as  being  of  a  reasonable  length, 
regard  being  had  to  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  many  of  which  are  not  of 
such  a  character  that  they  could  be 
given  any  precise  mathematical  expres- 
sion. It  is  not  founded  upon  any 
statistical  or  actuarial  data. 

Hill  Estate,  Doneraile,  Oonn^  Cork. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.):  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieatenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners are  aware  that  the  tenants  on  the 
Hill,  otherwise  Del  Re,  estate,  Kilcoleman, 
Donerailo,  county  Cork,  signed  the  pur- 
chase agreements  in  May,  1906,  and, 
consented  to  pay  interest  at  4  per  cent 
on  the  purchase  money  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  transaction  would  he 
completed  within  six  or  twelve  montiis, 
whereas  it  is  not  yet  completed ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  burdensome 
nature  of  the  interest,  the  Oommissioners 
will  take  steps  either  to  complete  the 
sale  immediately  or  to  reduce  the  interest 
to  the  normid  rate  of  3(  pw  cent. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Biirell.)  The  agree- 
ments for  the  sale  in  this  case  were  lodged 
with  the  Estate  Commissioners  in  August 
1906,  and  some  considerable  time  must 
elapse  before  the  estate  reaches  its  turn 
to  be  dealt  with.  The  rate  of  interest  in 
lieu  of  rent  is  a  matter  of  arrangement 
between  the  parties,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners are  boun4  by  Btatute.to.QoUect 
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the  interest  mentioned  in  the  purchase 
agreement.  The  Commissioners  have 
no  power  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest, 
and  they  do  not  consider  that  they  would 
be  justitied  in  taking  the  case  out  of  its 
proper  turn. 

IVhalley  Estate  Evicted  Tenant 

Mr  MURNAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid.) : 
To  aak  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Ueatenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  yet  satisfied  them- 
selves as  to  the  claim  of  Robert  Patterson 
for  reinstatement  in  his  former  holding 
on  the  Whalley  estate  in  the  townland  of 
Striff,  near  Mountfield,  county  Tyrone ; 
and,  if  80^  can  he  state  their  decision. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirrcU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  regard  Robert  Patterson 
as  a  suitable  person  lo  receive  a  holding, 
and  the  case  has  been  referred  to  an 
inspector  with  a  view  to  providing  him 
wiUi  one  if  possible. 

Irish  School  Accommodation. 

M".  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) ;  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  be  can  explain  what  is  meant 
by  the  Commissi<mers  of  National  Edu- 
cation by  the  expression  ade^iute  accom- 
modation of  a  satisfactory  kind  in  Rule 
127b ;  and  if  he  is  atvare  that  in  many 
schools,  without  any  addition  to  the  out- 
offices,  the  junior  boys  are  packed  into 
the  girls'  schools  ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  this  fact,  he  will  have  the  rule  referred 
to  carried  out  in  every  school 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  in  applying  Rule  127b  they 
have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  define 
the  character  of  the  accommodation  which 
should  be  afforded  in  a  girls'  school, 
furdier  than  that  it  should  oe  adequate 
and  satisfactory.  Before  enforcing  the 
rale  in  any  case,  the  Commissioners  obtain 
thnr  inspector's  report  upon  all  the  cir- 
camstances,  and  having  regard  to  the 
conditions  of  both  the  bo^s'  and  girls' 
schools,  they  thftn  determine  which  of 
these  schoob  should  be  attended  by  the 
infant  boys.  Objections  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rule  on  sanitary  or  other 
grounds  are  fully  considered,  and  the  en- 
rolment of  infant  boys  in  girls'  schools  is' 
not  insisted  upon  in  all  oases. 
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•  BoeUiiU  UntMianted  Lands- 

Mr.  CSHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick. 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  say 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
purchased  the  untenanted  lands  of  Style- 
park,  Rockhill,  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
the  property  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Wise ;  if  so, 
will  they  take  steps  to  have  them  divided 
amongst  the  small  holders  and  labourers 
in  the  district ;  and  whether,  in  the 
event  of  their  not  having  purchafed  the 
lands,  will  they  take  steps  to  do  so. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  had  the  lands  in 
question  inspected,  and  the  owner  has 
instituted  formal  proceedings  for  the  sale 
of  these  lands  to  the  Commissioners, 
who  will  deal  with  the  matter  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

Bmree  Evicted  Farms. 

Mb  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  who  is  the  person 
in  occupation  of  the  holding  from  which 
the  Dnnworth  family  was  evicted  at 
Garryfine,  Bruree,  in  the  county  of 
Limerick  ;  what  is  the  date  and  nature  of 
the  alleged  tepancy ;  and  have  the  Estates 
Commissioners  made  any  inquiry  as  to 
whether  the  alleged  tenant  is  willing  to 
^ve  up  the  place  to  tbeDunworth's,  and, 
if  so,  with  what  result. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  understand  that  the  farm 
formerly  held  by  the  Dunworth  family  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Messrs  R.  and 
C.  Saunders.  The  Commissioners  con- 
sider Robert  and  Jeremiah  Dunworth  to 
be  suitable  persons  to  receive  holdings  if 
such  can  be  provided  for  thein.  The  file 
of  papers  referring  to  the  case  is  at 
present  in  the  hands  of  an  inspector  for 
the  purposes  of  an  inquiry,  and  the  Com- 
missioners are  therefore  unable  to  give  the 
other  details  asked  for  in  the  Question. 

Bockhill  Untenanted  Land. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  what  steps  the 
E^states  Commissioners  have  taken  to 
purchase  the  untenanted  lands  at  Dally- 
clough,  Rockhill,  in  the  county  of 
Limerick,  the  property  of  Mr.  Patrick 
Carroll,  with  the  view  toHtiayj^^4i)i^a\ 
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parcelled  out  into  small  holdings  amoDgst 
the  labourers  and  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarging  the  small  holdings  tbere. 

(Answtred  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  identify  the 
lands  referred  to  in  the  i^uestaon,  but  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  furnish  them  with 
the  name  and  address  of  the  agent  they 
will  make  inquiries  in  the  matter. 

Knockaderry  Evicted  Tenant 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  why  the  Estates 
Commissioners  are  not  reinstating  Mrs. 
Scanlan,  of  Knockaderry,  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  in  the  holding  from  which 
herself  and  her  husband,  since  deceased, 
were  evicted  at  Kilgulban  and  which  is 
in  the  landlord's  hands ;  and  whether  the 
Estates  GommissioDers  will  put  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act  into  force  in  this 
case. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  consider  Mrs.  Scanlan  to 
be  a  suitable  person  to  work  a  holding, 
and  they  have  referred  her  case  to  an 
inspector  with  the  object  of  providing  her 
with  a  farm  if  possible. 

Blake  Estate,  ICayo. 

Mr.  JOHN  ODONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  negotia- 
tions have  been  entered  into  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Blake  estate,  in  the 
Claremorris  union,  county  Mayo ;  is  be 
aware  that  the  need  exists  for  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
tenants  on  tfau  estate  owing  to  the  small- 
ness  of  dieir  holdings,  the  inferior  quality 
of  the  land,  and  the  loss  sustained  yearly 
in  consequence  of  the  harvest  flooding  of 
an  adjoining  river ;  that  these  negotiations 
appear  to  have  been  broken  off  by  the 
Board,  although  the  landlord  and  tenants 
have  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  in  their 
hands  j  and,  if  so,  why ;  and  when  will 
they  reopen  them  with  a  view  to  com- 
pleting a  sale  that  would  bring  immediate 
relief  to  a  body  of  impoverished  tenantry. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  estate 
in  question  has  been  offered  for  sale  to 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  but  the 
Board  have  been  obliged  to  suspend  the 
ne^tiations  for  the  purchase  of  this  and 


other  tenanted  estates,  the  reason  being 
that  the  funds  of  the  Board  are  at  present 
insufficient  for  the  execution  of  the 
necessary  improvement  works.  For  a  full 
statement  of  the  case  I  would  refer  th« 
hon.  Member  to  my  Answer  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  on  4tb  March  Ust.  The  Board 
cannot  at  present  say  when  it  will  be 
possible  to  resume  negotiations  for 
purchase. 

Officers  of  Disbanded  Hilitia  Battalions- 

Sir  T.  GLEN-COATS  (Renfrewshire, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  officers  of  Militia  Ixtttalions 
ordered  to  be  (UslHuided  who  have  elected 
to  transfer  to  other  units  may  be 
transferred  now  and  receive,  after  the 
next  training  of  their  new  unit,  the 
uniform  allowance  of  £40  alluded  to  in 
special  Army  Order  of  23rd  December 
last. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  ffaldane.) 
These  officers  cannot  be  transferred  at 
present.  They  must  be  attached  to 
another  unit  until  it  is  converted  into  a 
reserve  battfdion  at  the  end  of  the 
annual  training  of  1908,  when  they  will 
be  posted  to  it  and  receive  the  actual 
expenses  involved  by  tJie  change  of 
uniform  not  eiroeeding  £40. 

Retired  Volunteers  Officers. 

Mr.  LAMONT  (Buteshire):  To  aak 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
retired  officers  of  Volunteers,  who  retain 
their  rank  and  uniform,  will  be  given  the 
same  privilege  in  the  Territorial  Army. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  ffMine.) 
In  accordance  with  paragraph  60  of  Part 
I.  of  the  special  Army  Order  of  the  18th 
March  (Scheme  for  the  Transfer,  etc.)  an 
officer  of  the  Territorial  Force  residing 
with  not  less  than  fifteen  years  commis- 
sioned service  will,  on  the  recomriaenda- 
tion  of  his  commanding  officer,  b^linble 
to  retain  his  rank  and  wear  the  nnscnbed 
imiform. 

Volunteer  Seniority.  ^ 
Mr.  SEAVERNS  (tambeth,  JPsrixton) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  t%r  War 
whether  a  Volunteer,  being  a  mfSmber  of 
a  battalion  which  has  been  e<'^«r  dis- 
banded or  unalgaroated  undeA  the  new 
scheme,  ma^  join  a  regiment  o^her  than 
the  one  with  wlwcb  nis_old  tVjms  has 
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been  anulgamated,  and  retaio  his  rank 
and  seniority,  shonld  the  commanding 
officer  of  such  regiment  be  prepared  to 
accept  him  on  tboee  terms. 

(jinswered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  regulations  permitting  such  Volun- 
teers to  join  other  units  and  retain  their 
rank  on  transfer  are  set  forth  in  para- 
graphs 80  and  81,  Part  I.,  of  the  Special 
Army  Order  of  1 8th  March  (Scheme  for 
the  transfer,  etc.).  The  question  of 
seniority  is  left  to  the  commanding 
officer  and  associafeion  to  dedde.  In  case 
fA  a  difference  of  omnion  the  officer  com- 
muiding  the  brigade  will  decide. 

Volnnteer  Long  Service  MedaL 

Mr.  SEAVERNS  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  a  Volunteer 
OT  non-commissioned  officer  with  nineteen 
years  and  ax  months  service,  who  may 
be  unable  to  accept  service  in  the  Terri- 
torial Force,  will  be  allowed  to  attach 
himself  to  a  Territorial  regiment  for  six 
months  only  and  fulfil  the  requirements 
of  the  Volunteer  regulations,  and  thereby 
qualify  for  and  receive  the  long  service 
medal ;  and  whether  the  Volunteer  so 
attached  for  six  months  to  a  Territorial 
regiment  will  be  allowed  to  retain  his 
present  rank  of  non-commissioned  officer, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  period  retire  with 
all  the  privileges  now  in  force  according 
to  his  rank. 

{Answered  fty  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  reply  to  the  Que8ti<»i  is  in  the 
native.  Special  consideration,  will, 
however,  be  given  to  Volunteers  unable 
to  join  the  Territorial  Force,  and  instruc- 
titui  will  shorUy  be  issued  in  regard  to 
the  grant  of  the  long  service  medal  and 
any  privileges  on  retirement. 

Oase  of  John  Killean.  Soyal  Muuter 
Fusiliers- 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  hia 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
John  Killeen,  reserve  man,  No.  4134, 
late  Eoyal  Munster  Fusiliers,  whose 
reserve  pay  was  stopped  for  1907,  owing 
to  bis  failing  to  comply  with  regulations 
as  to  his  putting  in  one  day's  firing  in 
each  year ;  is  he  aware  that  this  man's 
^cnse  is  that,  through  lack  of  employ- 
vwQt  at  home,  he  had  to  go  to  Glasgow 
*nd  liverpool  to  look  for  work  and  so 
vuaed  his  one  day's  musketry  drill,  and 


that  he  is  willing  to  make  up  for  this  by 
doing  one  more  day's  drill  as  may  m 
ordered ;  and  whether  under  those  cii^ 
cumstances,  he  will  now  receive  the  pay 
that  was  stopped  from  him. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldatie.) 
Nothing  is  known  of  this  case  in  the  War 
Office.  The  general  officer  commanding- 
in-Chief  concerned  will  be  asked  to  report. 


QUESTIONS  IN  TBB  HOUSE, 


British  Material  for  Admiralty  Oonteacts. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  will  consider 
the  desirability  of  asking  contractors, 
when  tendring  for  large  contracts  for 
Admiralty  works,  to  state  whether  they 
propose  to  employ  British  or  Foreign 
granite  or  cement. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR. 
ALTY  (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Dun- 
dee): I  think  the  hon.  Member's  sug- 
gestion may  quite  reasonably  be  in- 
cluded in  the  category  of  questions 
which,  in  debate  on  the  10th  March,  I 
undertook  to  consider  in  connection  with 
the  contract  for  Rosyth. 

Cost  of  British  and  Foreign  Granite 
for  Admiralty  Works. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  give 
information  with  regard  to  the  reUtive 
cmX,  of  British  and  Foreign  granite, 
delivered  at  Portsmouth,  Haulbowline, 
and  Rosyth,  respectively, 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  This 
Question  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Speed  of  ^tish  Torpedoes. 

Captain  FABEB  (Hampshire,  An- 
dover) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  torpedoes  used  in 
the  British  Navy  are  from  eight  to  ten 
knots  slower  than  those  used  by  foreign 
fleets ;  whether  the  Bliss-Leavitt  appar- 
atus would  remedy  this  defect ;  whether, 
owing  to  this  slowness,  the  bow  tube  can- 
not be  installed  in  our  destroyers  or  fast 
craft  for  fear  of  the  vessel  overrunning 
the  torpedo;  and  ^^t}^^i^@i^g{^9 


663 


{COMMONS} 


Questiont, 


664 


bow  tube  would  enable  the  destroyer  to 
attack  with  leaat  risk  to  herself  and  most 
effect  oa  the  enemy. 

Mr,  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  The 
Answers  to  all  four  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member's  Questions  are  in  the  negative. 

Captain  FABER  :  la  it  not  the  fact 
that  the  Japanese  suffered  severely  at 
Port  Arthur  through  not  having  at  that 
time  the  bow  tubes  ? 

Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  That 
is  a  question  of  which  I  think  I  ought  to 
have  notice. 

StonemaiionB*  Hours  on  Dockyard  Works. 

Mb.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if 
the  hours  worked  in  the  construction  of 
the  dockyards  at  Keyham  and  Haul- 
bowline  by  the  stonemasons  are  10  per 
day  and  the  wages  paid  6d.  per  hour; 
and  if  these  are  the  trade  union  rates  of 
wages  in  the  respective  districts. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  The 
stonemasons  employed  by  the  contractor 
at  Haulbowline  work  fifty-three  and  a  half 
hours  weekly  —  six  hours  on  Satur- 
days, and  nine  and  a  half  other  days. 
Their  weekly  wage  is  36s.,  which  equals 
8d.  per  hour,  the  current  rate  for  Queens- 
town.  The  only  stonemasons  employed 
by  contractors  at  Keyham  are  on  piece- 
work. The  current  rate  for  stonemasons 
in  the  Devonport  district  is  8d.  per  hour. 

Mr.  fell  :  And  are  not  the  wages 
paid  in  Norway  at  the  rate  of  6d.  an 
hour  as  against  8d.  in  Cornwall ! 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us  the 
name  of  the  Norwegian  firm  who  supply 
this  granite  ? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
only  firm  we  deal  with  is  an  English 
firm. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  \m  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  get  the  name  of  the  Nor- 
wegian firm  from  which  the  patriotic 
British  firm  get  their  granite  7 


Mb.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcast1e•mKle^ 
Lyme) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentlemui 
see  that  all  stones  for  Grovemmeot 
dockyards  are  bought  in  the  cheapest 
markets  ? 

Mr.  SW  JFT  MACNEaL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  nm'er 
heard  of  the  Donegal  quarries  1 


[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Artillery  Militia  Staff. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER  -  GRAY  (St, 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
can  now  inform  the  House  what  propor- 
tion of  the  staff  of  the  Artillery  Mihtia 
are  to  be  abolished  in  the  different  ranks 
under  the  new  regime. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
WAR  (Mr.  Hajldane,  Haddington) : 
There  will  be  a  total  decrease  in  the  staff 
of  the  Artillery  Militia  of  thirty  sergeant- 
majors,  422  staff  sergeants  and  sergeants, 
166  other  ranks.  These  must  either  be 
absorbed  in  the  Regular  GarrisonArtillery, 
or,  if  suitable,  used  as  permanent  staff  in 
the  Territorial  Artillery.  Further  it  is 
possible  that  some  of  them  may  be  utilised 
as  ]>ermanent  staff  for  the  Reserve  Field 
Artilleiy. 

IriahHilitia. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
how  many  towns  in  Ireland  are  affected 
by  the  change  of  the  local  Militia  depot 
under  the  new  Territorial  Army  Act; 
and  can  he  give  details  of  the  central 
depots  to  which  Militia  recruits  are  in 
future  to  be  moved,  and  the  old  depots 
which  they  are  to  be  compelled  to  leave. 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  All  the  recruits  for 
the  Special  Reserve  will  drill  on  enlist- 
ment at  the  depots,  but  if  accommodation 
proves  insufficient  ib  may  be  necessary 
to  use  some  of  the  old  Militia  barracks 
at  detached  stations.  The  central  depots 
are  the  depots  of  the  regimental  districts. 
By  reference  to  the  Ai-my  List  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  will  therefore  be 
readily  able  to  obtain  the  detailed  in- 
formation he  desires.  It  may  be  added 
that  several  Militia  units  did  not  drill 
recruits  at  their  detachecLheadquarters. 
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Captain  CRAIG :  Is  it  the  fact  that 
fourteen  towns  will  be  affected  by  the 
change  t 

Mb.  HALDANE:  Quite  probably ;  I 
cannot  say. 

Irish  Militia  and  Teomanry  Officers. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
can  state  exactly  the  status  of  Irish 
Militia  and  Yeomanry  officers  under  the 
new  Territorial  Army  scheme  ;  how  far 
such  schdnte  extends  to  Ireland ;  whether 
he  could  lay  upon  the  Table  a  short 
statement  of  the  conditions  under  which 
officers  and  men  joining  the  Militia  and 
Yeomanry  in  future  will  be  recruited ; 
and  whether  ecisting  officers  and  new 
ones  joining  are  liable  for  compulsory 
service  abroad  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  There  is  no  Terri- 
torial Force  in  Ireland.  The  conditions 
under  which  officers  and  men  of  the 
Irish  Militia  may  join  the  Special  Reserve 
are  shown  in  detail  in  Special  Army 
Order  of  23rd  September,  1907.  A 
similar  order  as  regards  the  Irish 
Yeomanry  will  shortly  be  issued.  Both 
officers  and  men  of  the  Irish  Militia  who 
join  the  Special  Reserve  at  the  present 
time  or  officers  and  men  who  do  so  in 
the  future  will  join  with  a  liability  to 
serve  abroad  in  the  event  of  war.  A 
tioiilar  condition  will  be  imposed  upon 
th»  Irish  Veomanry. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  what  conrse 
was  open  to  the  officers  of  the  Irish 
Militia. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  they  could  join 
the  Special  Reserve, 

Captain  CRAIG  :  But  if  they  do  not 
want  to  join  the  Special  Reserve  1 

Mb.  HALDANK  :  The  Militia  as  such 
ceases  to  exists  and  the  Special  Reserve 
takes  its  ]^ace. 

BuhmUls  PoojbmaBter  and  Pension 
warrant. 

Captain  CRAIG;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  action  taken 
hj  the  postmaster,  Mr.  Alexander  Park, 
at  Bushmills  in  respect  of  the  pension 
warrant  of  Mr.  Hugh  M'Fall,  by  refusing 
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as  postmaster  to  deliver  the  pension 
warrant  to  Mr.  M'F^l  unless  be  assented 
to  the  deduction  by  the  postmaster  of  a 
debt  of  17s.  due  to  him  in  his  private 

capacity  as  a  draper  ;  if  the  postmaster 
was  justified  by  the  rules  of  the  depart- 
ment in  so  acting ;  and,  if  not,  what  steps 
will  be  taken  to  secure  that  pensions  in 
Bushmills  and  elsewhere  will  reach  those 
entitled  without  illegal  deductions. 

ThePOSTMASTERGENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  My  right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me 
to  reply  to  this  Question.  I  am  making 
inquiry  in  the  matter,  and  will  communi- 
cate t^e  result  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Cordite. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  were  the  terms  of 
reference  to  the  conference  of  experts 
who  recently  inquired  into  questions 
affecting  the  durability  and  safety  of 
cordite. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  It  is  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  service  to  state  at 
present  the  terms  of  reference  to  the 
Conference  held  under  the  presidency  of 
Lord  Rayleigh. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  Will  the  report 
be  made  public  1 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  I  am  not  at  all 

sure. 

Case  of  Daniel  OaUasher,  late  of  the 
Tnnlnkllllng  fnsiliers- 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  case  of  Daniel  Gallaeher,  who 
served  in  the  Inniskilling  Fusiliers  from 
1 2th  July,  1893,  till  his  discharge  on  10th 
April,  1905,  his  character  being  described 
on  his  discharge  paper  very  good ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  out  of  his  total 
service  of  eleven  yesm  and  nine  months, 
Gallagher  served  ten  years  and  six  months 
continuously  abroad,  was  on  active 
service  in  India  and  South  Africa,  is  the 
holder  of  two  medals  and  six  clasps,  but 
on  his  discharge  only  received  an  allowance 
of  6d.  a  day  by  getting  attached  to  the 
Army  Reserve,  and  that  this  allowance 
must  soon  cease ;  and  whether|t^havio|\j:e- 
gard  to  the  fact  that  Galbgb^t'^^^-^d 
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conaumptioa  and  has  been  discharged  as 
incurable  from  the  Ballyshannon  Union 
Hospital,  what  steps,  if  any,  will  the 
authorities  take  to  secure  him  from  desti- 
tution for  the  residue  of  a  life  which  is 
drawing  to  a  dose  from  hardships 
sustained  in  military  service. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Inquiry  is  being 
made  into  this  case,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  be  duly  informed  of 
the  result. 

Inatntctioii  in  Indian  Venuumlar 
LansnageB. 

Mr.  REES  (Moutgomery  Boroughs)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  prepared  to  suggest 
to  the  Indian  Gbvernmenc  that  instruc- 
tion in  its  schools,  following  the  practice 
which  has  proved  so  successful  in  Japan, 
should  be  given,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the 
vemacuhir  lutguages  of  different  parts  of 
the  Indian  Empire. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  MORLBY,  Montrose  Burghs): 
It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Indian 
Department  of  Education  to  adopt  the 
vernacular  languages  as  the  medium  of 
instruction  in  the  primary  schools,  and 
to  a  lai^e  extent  in  the  secondary 
schools.  The  Government  d  India  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  methods  in  use 
in  Japan,  and  I  hardly  think  rt  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
subject. 

Indian  Tea  Exports. 

Mr.  BEES:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  any  figufes 
are  available  showing  the  export  of  tea 
from  India  by  the  Quetta-Nushki  route  ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  export 
of  indifferent  tea  from  India  by  this 
route  has  prejudiced  the  development 
and  the  sale  of  Indian  tea  in  Persia  and 
Beluchistan. 

Mr.  MOBLEY:  The  reports  on  the 
Quetta*Nu8hki  route  do  not  give  the 
figures  of  tea  carried.  The  returns  of 
trade  by  land  between  British  India 

and  foreign  countries  show  exports  of 
Indian  tea  to  Persia,  value  £512  in 
1904-5,  £641  in  1905-6,  £157  in 
1906-7.  I  have  seen  a  reference  in  the 
Indian  Trade  Journal  to  the  inferior 
quality  of  the  tea  found  in  the  bazaars 
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in  Seistan  and  Kain,  but  I  hare  no  other 
information. 

Mr.  O'aBADY  (Leeds.  E.) :  Can  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  account  for  this 
diminution  1 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  No,  Sir ;  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot. 

Pensions  of  Indian  Army  Officers. 

Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  Lord  Kitchener,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  India^  recom- 
mended last  year  that  the  previous 
commissioned  service,  out  of  India,  of 
officers  of  the  Indian  Army  up  to  a 
period  of  five  years  be  allowed  to  reckon 
as  service  towards  Indian  pension ; 
whetber  this  recommendatiun  was  su  - 
ported  by  the  Government  of  India;  and 
whether  it  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  MOELEY:  ProposaN  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  Question  were 
made  by  the  Goremmeot  of  India  last 
year,  subject  to  a  proviso  that  the 
charges  emailed  should  be  borne  by  the 
Home  Government.  A  decision  has  not 
yet  been  arrived  at  on  these  proposals. 

Indian  Whipping  Act. 

Mr.  O'GRADY:  I  beg  lo  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  vhetber  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
Sir  Harvey  Adamson,  at  a  sitting  of  the 
CouDcil  of  India,  announced  that  the 
Amendment  to  the  Whipping  Act  would 
reduce  the  number  of  stripes  for  juveniles 
and  tend  to  limit  the  number  in 
other  cases  of  violence ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  statement  made  in 
this  House  that  juveniles  should  be 
exempt  from  whipping  for  political 
offences,  he  osn  now  assure  the  House 
that  at  least  in  this  particular  the  Act 
shall  be  amended  in  accordance  with 
the  pledge  given. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  see  no  incon- 
sistency between  the  two  statemeiM.. 
quoted,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  i  the  Bill  as  it  stands  exempts 
juveniles  from  whipping  for  political 
offences  ;  but  if  it  does  not,  1  t  an  assure 
my  hon.  friend  that  the  uecessary 
Amendment  wiU  be  made-^'OglC 
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Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.)  : 
When  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expect  to  get  a  copy  of  the  Ml — by  the 
next  mail  t 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  cannot  say  when  it 
will  anive. 

Defence  of  the  North  West  Frontier 
of  India- 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  I 
beg  to  aik  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  movable  columns  on 
the  North  West  frontier  of  India  are 
fully  equipped  with  transport,  com- 
missariat, and  medical  services,  and 
ready  to  march  immediately  in  case  of 
need. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  The  movable  columns 
on  the  North  West  frontier  of  India 
are  all  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's 
notice.  The  staff  and  various  anitsare 
detailed  and  schemes  exist  for  the 
immediate  mobilisation  of  the  columns 
when  lequired.  The  additional  supplies, 
etc.,  necessary  to  enable  them  to  keep 
the  field  are  so  located  as  to  be  obtain- 
ab'e  at  short  notice. 

Kails  to  Tristan  da  Oonha. 
Major  ANSTRUTHERGRAY  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  it  is  intended  to  send 
a  mail  in  the  coarse  of  this  ywr  to 
Tristan  da  Gunha,  and  when  the  last  mail 
was  sent. 

thk  financial  secretary  to 

THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dewa- 
bury  ;  for  Mr.  Churchill)  :  I  cannot 
say  wben  the  next  mail  will  be  despatched. 
The  last  mail  left  the  Cape  in  February 
of  last  year.  A  ship  left  the  Cape  on 
29th  February  Isst  for  Tristan  and  inquiry 
was  made  in  January  with  regard  to  this 
ship,  but  the  information  was  not  received 
in  time  to  doipatch  mails  from  this 
country. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Is 
the  House  to  understand  that  the 
despatch  of  mails  to  and  from  this  island 
is  entirely  guided  1^  chance  f 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  believe  the 
despatch  is  distinctly  irregular. 

Cingalese  and  Indian  Railways. 

Mb.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 


whether  imperial  sanction  has  been  solici- 
ted for  a  scheme  of  linking  up  the  railway 
systems  of  Ceylon  and  India  by  means  of 
a  bridge  over  the  Palk  Straits  via  the 
islands  of  Manar  and  Ramswaram ;  and 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
favourable  to  this  project. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  (for  Mr.CHURCHiLL) : 
No,  Sir. 

Martial  Law  in  Zolnland. 
MR.G.  GREENWOOD  (Peterborough) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  can 
state  the  number  of  natives  arrested 
or  detained  in  custody  under  martial  law 
in  Zululand  and  the  northern  territory  of 
Natal  since  the  9th  December  last,  the 
number  of  natives  tried  or  still  awaiting 
trial,  the  number  convicted,  and  the 
number  sentenced  to  imprisonment  or 
fines ;  and  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
natives  who  have  been  fiogged  since  that 
date  under  sentence  of  any  magistrate  or 
by  order  of  any  other  person  chiming  to 
exercise  the  powers  of  martial  law. 


MR.RUNCIMAN  (for  Mr.CauECHlLL): 
Sir  Duncan  McKenzie  reported  that 
duiing  his  operations  in  Zululand  five 
natives  were  tried  and  flogged.  Two 
magistrates  were  deputed  to  administer 
martial  law,  one  of  whom  tried  no  cases 
and  the  other  tried  twenty-six  cases, 
punished  five  persons,  and  discharged  a 
considerable  number  left  in  prison  by 
Sir  Duncan  McKenzie.  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colcmies  has  no  informa- 
tion of  any  further  cases,  and  the  Governor 
has  informed  him  that  he  came  across 
little  evidence  of  use  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  martial  law  during  his  visit  tu 
the  divisions  of  Zululand  most  affected 
by  the  operations  of  the  Militia  and 
police.  No  complaints  were  made  to 
Sir  M.  Nathan  by  the  Zulus  of  harsh 
treatment  under  martial  law. 


Csemova  and  Slovak  Biots. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  T  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  has  obtained  any  report  from 
any  of  our  Consuls  in  Austro-Hungary  as 
to  the  riots  and  massacre  at  Csemova,  or 
as  to  the  triids  of  and  sentences  passed  on 
the  Slovak  noter|,:  ^ifdn^jQfl^^^^ 
he  will  lay  them  Iwfore  this  House. 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  The 
incident  referred  to  has  been  fully  re- 
ported in  the  Press,  and  the  despatches 
on  the  subject  which  have  been  received 
from  His  I^Iajesty's  representatives  at 
Vienna  and  Budapest  do  not  add  any- 
thing material  to  the  information  so 
published. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  In  view  of  the 
friendly  relations  that  obtain  between 
this  country  and  the  Magyar  Govern- 
ment, could  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
call  for  some  official  report  from  the 
Magyar  Government  on  this  subject  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  To  call  for 
official  documents  respecting  internal 
affairs  of  another  country  is  not  calculated 
to  conduce  to  friendly  relations. 

Irish  Lace  Frands. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  prosecution  and  fining  of 
La  Samaritaine,  a  French  firm  trading  in 
Regent  Street,  London,  for  exposing  and 
selling  as  Irish  lace  a  French-made  crochet 
blouse;  whether  he  is  aware  that  num- 
bers of  American  and  other  visitors  have 
made  similar  purchases  in  the  belief  that ' 
they  were  obtaining  lace  made  in  Ireland ; ' 
and  whether,  with  a  view  to  putting  on  | 
their  guard  American  visitors  to  London  I 
and  other  places  where  this  dishonest  : 
form  of  trading  has  been  carried  on,  he  j 
will  convey  to  the  proper  authorities  in  i 
the  United  States  a  notification  of  the 
fact  that  such  practices  exist  and  of  the  ■ 
damage  thereby  caused  to  an  iuipurtant 
Irish  industry. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  am  aware  ' 
of  the  facts  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber; but  so  far  as  I  can  gather  the 
rep^nbatives  of  the  Irish  lace  industry 
are  in  a  position  to  protect  tJieir  own 
interests,  and  I  do  not  see  on  what  ground 
I  could  ask  authorities  in  the  Uniti-d 
States  to  take  action  in  the  matter.  I 
hope  the  publicity  which  has  l>cen  given  > 
to  the  matter  already  will  be  beneticial. 

Mr.  BOLAND :  But  cannot  the  right ' 
hon.  gentleman  utilise  machinery  at  his 
"  1 — the    British  Consuls  in  the  ■ 


United  States — to  circulate  the  informa- 
tion? 

Sir  EDWARD  QEEY:  Yes,  I  am 
quite  willing  to  communicate  any  informa- 
tion to  the  British  Consuls ;  I  thought 
the  hon.  Member  referred  to  the  United 
States  Consuls. 

Omelty  to  Anlmnla  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (North- 
umberland, Tyneside)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
British  Agent-General  in  Egypt  to  grave 
complaints  which  have  been  made  aa  to 
the  recent  neglect  of  regulations  for  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  in  Cairo 
and  elsewhere  since  the  retirement  of 
Major  Jarvis,  and  urge  upon  him  the 
importance  of  enforcing,  and,  if  necessary, 
strengthening,  such  regulations. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  have  no 
official  information  that  complaints  have 
been  made  such  as  those  described  by  the 
hon.  Member.  But  I  will  inquire  of  His 
Majesty's  Agent  and  Consul-Ueneral,  and 
bring  to  his  notice  the  complaints  referred 
to.  It  is,  of  course,  very  desirable  that 
adequate  precautions  stwuld  be  taken  to 
prevent  cruelty. 

British  Advisers  to  Egyptian 
Oovemment- 

Mr.  kettle  (Tyrone,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  there  is  contained  in  the 
instructions  issued  to  the  English  advisers 
to  the  various  ministries  of  the  Egyptian 
Government,  or  in  any  other  official 
document,  any  definition  of  the  power 
possessed  by  these  advisors  of  enforcing 
their  views ;  whether  the  advice  tendered 
by  them  is  rather  in  the  nature  of  a 
command  which  must  be  obeyed;  and 
whether,  in  case  of  a  conflict  of  opinion 
between  a  Minister  and  his  advisers,  the 
view  of  the  former  or  that  of  the  latter 
prevails. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  official  instructions  to  t^ie 
British  advisers  defining  their  duties. 
All  questions  of  importance  are  discussed 
Iwtween  the  Minister  and  his  adviser,  and 
if  the  Minister's  views  are  in  conflict  with 
those  of  the  adviser  and  no  agreement 
can  be  arrived  at,  the  matter  would  be 
referred  to  Hig,g,;^y^t^>  and 
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Consul-General  who,  if  necessary,  would 
take  the  instructions  of  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment. 

Police  Weekly  Rest  Day. 

Mb.  remnant  (Finsbury,  Holborn) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fur 
the  Home  Department  when  he  proposes 
to  move  for  a  Select  Committoo  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  granting  a  weekly 
rest-day  to  the  members  of  the  police 
forces  of  this  coiuntry. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMEN  T  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, I^eeds,  W.) :  As  soon  as  possible. 

Mr,  REMNANT  :  Can  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  give  a  more  definite  answer, 
seeing  that  tbe  matter  has  been  before  the 
House  so  long. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Really  the  hon. 
Member  is  asking,  only  in  other  words, 
exactly  the  same  Question  as  has  been 
answered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Peckham  Election. 
Captain  FABER  :  I  be «  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  will  state  the  num- 
ber of  daily  police  court  -charges  for 
drunkenness  in  Peckham  during  the 
ten  days  previous  to  the  late  election  at 
that  place  t 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  During  the  period 
referred  to  there  were  in  all  ten  cases. 
There  was  the  same  number  of  cases  at 
Peckham  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  year  1907. 

Captain  FABER:  May  we,  therefore, 
take  it  this  was  a  sober  election  "i 

Mr.  COLLINS  ?{Lambeth,  Kenning- 
ton) :  May  I  ask  if  the  Home  Secretary 
will  endeavour  to  procure  a  return  show- 
ing how  many  barrels  of  beor  and  how 
many  gallons  of  spirits  were  consumed 
at  Peckham  during  those  ten  days  1 

Mr.  T,  L.  GORBETT  (Down,  N.) : 
Having  regard  to  the  reckless  charges 
made  oy  His  Majesty's  Ministers  and 
others  in  regard  to  this  election  

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, onlor.  That 
is  a  matter  for  argument— on  the  platform. 


Mr.  PIKE  PEASE  (Darlington): 
How  many  of  the  persons  arrested  were 
Peckham  residents,  and  how  many  came 
from  other  parts  of  London! 

Mr.  GLADSTONE ;  I  cannot  say. 

Suppressed  Licences  in  Kewcastle  under- 
Ljrme. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  ho  can  give  the  number  of 
houses  closed  in  Newcaatle-under-Lyme 
under  the  Licensing  Act  of  1904 ;  what 
was  the  sum  paid  in  compensation;  what 
proportion  of  the  compensation  was  pud 
to  the  tenants ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
record  of  any  compensation  paid  to  the 
workmen  or  servants  who  lost  situations 
through  the  closing  of  houses. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE;  The  volumes  of 
Licensing  Statistics  show  that  twelve 
licensed  premises  in  Newcastle-under- 
Lyme  have  been  closed  under  the  com- 
pensation provisions  of  the  Licensing  Act, 
1904.   A  total  sum  of  was  paid 

in  compensation,  of  which  or  rather 
more  than  six  per  cent,  went  to  the 
licence-holders.  I  have  no  information 
on  the  last  point  in  the  Question.  Com- 
pensation under  the  Act  is  limited  to 
persons  (including  the  licence  holder) 
interested  in  the  promises. 

Motor  'Bus  Noise  and  Vibration. 

Sir  HENRY  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Abnrdeen  Universities) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  expert  opinion  shows  that 
deterioration  of  the  machinery  of  motor 
omnibuses,  such  as  produces  excessive 
noise  and  vibration,  occurs  in  a  much 
shorter  period  than  a  year;  what  limit 
upon  noise  and  vibration  is  adopted  as 
the  standard  for  licence ;  and  what  officers 
are  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  periodically 
making  those  reports  upon  motor  omni< 
buses  in  consequence  of  which  many  of 
them  have  had  to  be  ordered  off  the  road. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  machinery  of 
a  motor  omnibus  may  deterioiate  in  less 
than  a  year  owing  to  wear  and  tear,  and 

neglect  to  remedy  defects  as  they  occur. 
In  such  cases,  if  noise  and  vibration 
result,  the  omnibus  is  reported  by 
officers  of  the  Public  Carriage  Staff,  a 
department  of  thw  Mctioix>litan  Tolice, 
and  is  removed  from  the  streets^n^'ttie 
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defects  are  remedied.  In  the  absence  of 
any  Bcientific  standard  for  noise  and 
vibration  caused  by  onmiboses  the  police 
have  to  be  guided  by  common  sense  in 
deciding  whether  an  omnibus  is  fit  for 
licence  in  these  respe^iB.  The  cases  are 
dealt  with  by  a  small  committee,  not 
selected  from  the  Public  Carriage  Staff, 
which  consists  of  an  Assistant  Com- 
missioner, a  chief  constable,  and  a 
member  of  the  Commissioner'B  ataflf. 

Goal  liines  (Eight  Honn)  (No.  2)  EiU. 

Mr.  LBVBRTON  HARRIS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  he  can  now  state  upon  what  date 
before  Easter  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill 
will  be  taken. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  afraid  not 
before  Easter. 

Unemployment  in  Berlin. 

Mr.  GOXJLDING  (Worcester):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  the  93,000  people  out  of 
work  in  Berlin  in  1901  included  those 
who  were  altogether  without  work  and 
those  employed  for  a  few  hours  at 
reduced  wages,  and  also  included  males 
and  females. 

Thb  parliamentary  SECRE 

TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  TRADE  (Mr. 
Kbarlby,  Devonport) :  His  Majesty's 
Consul  (General  in  Frankfort  in  his 
Report  for  1901  states  that  sn  inquiry 
into  unemployment  in  Berlin,  undertaken 
by  the  Statistical  Secretary  of  the  Berlin 
Itoard  of  Statistics  in  conjunction  with 
the  (Corporation  of  the  Trade  Unions, 
showed  that  on  Ist  November,  1901,  "as 
many  as  93,000  hands  were  either  alto- 
i^ether  without  work  or  were  only  em- 
ployed for  a  few  hours  at  reduced  wages." 
He  adds,  "Of  the  unemployed,  72,116 
were  males,  and  20,884  females." 

Shipping  Bings. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  when 
he  expects  to  receive  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Shipping  Rings. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  I  understand  the 
Royal  Commission  hope  to  issue  their 
Report  by  ^e  end  of  the  year. 


Oornish  and  Aberdeen  Orazdte  Qnairies. 

Mr.  FELL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  what 
are  the  hours  worked  and  the  wages  paid 
in  the  Cornish  and  Aberdeen  granite 
quarries  which  have  failed  to  compete 
with  the  Norwegian  quarries  in  the  supply 
of  granite  for  the  Oovemment  dockyaras. 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  The  summer  hours 
of  hibour  at  Aberdeen  granite  quarries 
are  66  and  67  per  week,  and  the  average 
weekly  earnings  of  quarriers  for  a  full 
week  about  268.  6d.  As  regards  Cornwall 
the  information  is  not  yet  available. 

Import  Daties. 

Mr.  J.  F.  MASON  (Windsor) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  ot 
Trade  whether  he  can  name  any  European 
country  which  derives  more  revenue  per 
head  of  its  population  from  import  duties 
than  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mb.  KEARLEY :  Yes,  Sir.  Norway 
and  Denmark. 

Mr.  J.  F.  MASON :  Are  thoie  the  only 
two  (xmntries  ? 

Mr.  KKARLEY  :  As  far  as  I  know. 


Ijoipintad  Hopi. 

Mr.  COUBTHOPE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 

the  8.8.  *'  Adriatic "  has  arrived  or  is 
expected  in  a  British  port  with  a  cargo 
of  hops  ;  and,  if  so,  where  such  hops  were 
produced,  how  many  hundredweights  of 
hope  the  vessel  contained,  what  is  their 
declared  value,  and  at  what  price  they 
have  been  advertised  for  sale  on  the 
British  mu-ket. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  Thit  vessel  is,  I 
understand,  expected  to  dock  at  South- 
ampton to-day.  The  Board  of  Trade  can 
give  no  information  as  to  her  cargo. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE:  WUl  the  hon. 
Qentleman  get  the  information  t 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  It  is  not  the  practice 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  seek  out  to 
give  publicity  to  individual  consignments. 
The  total  imports,  country  of  origin,  and 
values  and  quantities  sppear  in  the 
annual  Returns.  (^or»al<^ 
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Oompensation  for  Slaochtered 
Tubercnloas  Cattle. 

Captain  FABEB  :  I  beg  to  aafc  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether,  seeing  the  loss 
which  is  now  borne  by  breeders  and 
butchers  through  the  frequent  slaughter- 
ing of  fat  cattle  on  account  of  disease, 
he  can  see  his  way  tu  recommend  sub- 
stantial compensation  for  them,  and  also  a 
uniform  system  of  inspection  of  meat  by 
qualified  men. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  My  hon.  friend  has 
asked  me  to  reply  to  this  Question.  I 
presume  that  the  disease  referred  to  in 
It  is  tuberculosis.  If  so,  I  would  point 
oat  that  the  slaughter  of  animals  suffer- 
ing  therefrom  is  seldom  effected  at  the 
instance  of  local  authorities.  Their 
duties  are  in  the  main  confined  to  the 
examination  and  seizure  of  unsound  meat 
intended  for  the  food  of  man,  and  hence 
they  do  not  commonly  arise  until  after 
Che  animal  has  been  slaughtered.  I 
cannot  make  any  promise  with  regard  to 
compensation,  but  I  may  state  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  issued 
more  than  one  circular  with  a  view  of 
securing  uniformity  in  the  methods  of 
inspection  and  seizure  of  meat,  and  they 
believe  that  the  views  expressed  in  those 
circulars  are  usually  acted  upon  by  local 
authorities. 

Ercessive  Uotor  Speeds. 

Mr.  CATHCABT  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  risk  to  life  and  limb  by  the  speed 
lit  which  motor  cars  are  driven  on  the 
roads  belonging  to  the  public,  and  to  the 
damage  done  to  the  roads  by  heavy  cars 
being  driven  at  an  excessive  speed  ;  and 
wheUier  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  introducing  legislation  to  stop  racing 
on  public  roads. 

Me.  JOHN  BURNS:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  matters  referred  to  in 
the  Question.  I  am  considering  whether 
uything  can  be  done  to  prevent  damage 
to  roads  by  heavy  motor  cars.  Driving 
motor  cars  at  excessive  speed  is  forbidden 
by  law  now.  The  administration  of  the 
law  is  practically  a  matter  for  the  local 
polieeu 


Captain  CRAIG:  Is  the  ri'ht  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  hon.  Member 
who  asked  the  Question  was  himself 
heavily  fined  for  exceeding  the  speed 
limit  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  That  kiowhdge 
would  not  affect  my  interpretation  of  the 
law  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  Has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  no  jurisdiction 
about  racing  on  public  roads  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  The  question  of 
racing  on  roads  is  entirely  w<thin  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  local  police. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire. 
E.B.  (Holderness) :  Where  is  there  any 
racing  on  roads  t 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Poor  Law  Chaplains. 

Mr.  -T.  M.  '  OBBRT  on  :  lb  g  *o 
ask  the  President  of  the  Loi;al  Govern- 
ment Board  how  many  Poor  Law  Unions 
pa^  Nonconformist  ministers  and  Catholic 
pneiits  for  clerical  services. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Appointments 
of  this  kind  do  not  require  the  sanction 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  I 
am  unable  to  say  in  how  many  cases  they 
have  been  made.  Some  information  was 
obtained  on  the  subject  in  1901  as  re- 
gards the  Metropolis.  There  were  then 
in  London,  forty-six  workhouses  and 
twenty-four  workhouse  infirmaries.  It 
appeared  that  Roman  Catholic  instructors 
had  been  appointed  at  twenty-five  work- 
houses and  sixteen  infirmaries,  whilst 
there  were  Nonconformist  instructors  at 
six  workhouses  and  three  infirmaries. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  extend  his  survey  to 
Ireland,  where  in  162  workhouses  nearly 
all  controlled  by  Catholics,  we  i»y  both 
Catholic  and  Presbyterian  chaplains  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Ireland  is 
without  my  pale. 

Post  Office  Telegraph  and  Telephone 
Accounts. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  PoetmaBter-Genen^  whether 
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he  has  yet  completed  his  examination 
into  the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office 
telegraphs  and  telephones,  with  a  view  to 
presenting  them  to  the  House  in  such  a 
i<nin  as  to  show  the  net  annual  profit  or 
net  annual  loss  to  the  taxpayer  after 
allowing  for  depreciation  of  plant,  for 
interest  upon  loans,  and  for  compound 
interest  upon  payments  made  out  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  meet  capital  expenditure 
or  to  meet  losses  in  previous  years  ;  and 
how  soon  he  will  be  able  to  publish  such 
accountB, 

Thb  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Sydmxt  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) ;  As  my  hon.  friend  is  aware,  last 
autumn  I  appointed  a  Committee  to 
consider  the  various  accounts  and  returns 
presented  to  Parliament  in  connection 
with  the  telegraph  and  telephone  services, 
and  to  report  in  what  manner  those 
accounts  and  returns  can  be  modified  or 
supplemented  so  as  to  show  more  clearly 
the  financial  results  of  those  serviceu. 
The  Committee  consisted  of  Mr.  0.  A. 
King,  the  Comptroller  and  Accountant- 
General  the  Post  Office,  Mr.  Blain, 
Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr. 
Bromley,  Accountant-Gener^  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  Mr.  Peat,  President  of 
the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants.  I 
have  received  a  preliminary  Report  from 
the  Committee,  and  in  the  Estimates  for 
the  year  1908-9  a  separation  has  been 
made  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the 
Committee,  between  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone expenditure;  and  the  telephone 
revenue  will  be  shown  separately.  The 
Committee  are  now  examining  the  further 
question  of  the  preparation  of  accounts 
so  as  to  show  the  profit  or  loss  to  the 
taxpayer  on  each  r-ervice.  The  points 
mentioned  my  hon.  friend  will  no 
doubt  be  considered  by  them. 

Ct-P  O.— Overwork  in  the  Secretary's 
Office- 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
pactice  of  working  beyond  the  prescribed 
hours  in  the  Secretary's  office  has  become 
usual,  arising  from  pressure  of  work ; 
whether  two  members  of  the  staff  of  this 
office  are  at  present  absent  on  prolonged 
sick  absence  through  nervous  breakdown 
arising  from  overwork ;  whether  the  chief 
medical  officer  has  made  any  report  to 
him  upon  the  subject ;  and,  if  the  chief 


medical  officer  has  notiepirted,  why  he 
has  not  reported,  and,  if  he  has  reported, 
what  steps  the  Postmaster-General  intends 
to  take. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  am  aware 
that  there  has  been  great  pressure  of 
work  in  several  branches  of  the  iSecretary's 
office  for  some  time  past,  mainly  in  con- 
nection with  the  recent  Select  Committee 
on  Post  Office  Servants  and  the  changes 
which  are  now  being  carried  out  io  con- 
sequence of  its  Report ;  and  I  highly 
appreciate  the  zeal  and  willingness  with 
which  the  staff  of  that  office  of  all  grades 
hare  met  the  demands  upon  them.  No 
members  <rf  the  staff  are  at  present  away 
on  prolonged  sick  absence  from  the  causes 
stated,  and,  in  any  case,  it  would  not  be 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  chief  medical 
officer  to  have  cognisance  of  su^  a  case, 
if  one  existed. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  Have  any  offioen 
been  absent  on  sick  leave,  having  brokui 
down  through  over-work. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  From  time 
to  time  officers  are  absent  through  iUneo, 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  none  are  at  present. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY.  Have  they 
recently  been  t 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

The  Fostmaster  Oeneral  and  the 
Earl  ot  Oranard- 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-Oeneral  whether  fines, 
reductions  in  rank,  and  dismissals  of 
Post  Office  officials,  ordered  in  the  name 
of  the  Postmastor-G^neral  but  actually 
approved  under  the  authority  of  the 
Earl  of  Granard,  are  valid ;  if  so,  what 
is  the  authority  that  makes  them  so ; 
and,  if  not,  what  course  he  proposes  to 
take  as  regards  these  oases. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  found, 
soon  after  coming  into  office,  that  tiie 
mass  of  detail  for  which  I  was  responsible 
was  so  great  that,  as  I  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  an  Under-Secretary,  I 
required  the  assistance  of  a  Parliamentary 
colleague.  I  represented  the  matter  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  and  requested  him  to 
give  me  the  assistance  of  some  member  of 
the  Government  who  was  not  occupied 
with  Departmental  woric^  ^Qe-Primq 
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Minister  kindly  assented  to  this  course, 
an<l  appointed  Lord  Granard,  a  member 
of  the  Government,  to  perform  on 
my  behalf  and  on  my  responsi- 
bility such  duties  as  I  might  assign 
to  hiiu,  and  to  represent  the  Post  Office 
in  the  Hotue  of  Lords.  I  accept,  of 
course,  full  responsibility  for  every 
act  done  by  Lord  Granard,  with  whom 
I  am  in  daily  communication  and  in 
whose  judgment  I  have  full  confidence. 
I  should  like  to  add  that  1  am  much 
indebted  to  Lord  Granard  for  the  valu- 
able assistance  be  has  given  me,  without 
which  I  should  have  found  it  difficult 
adequately  to  fulfil  my  official  duties 
daring  the  past  two  years. 

Ml.  CLAUDE  HAT:  While  I  should  be 
the  last  to  question  the  capacity  of  the 
noble  Lord,  T  must  ask  will  the  ri){ht  hon. 
Gtentleman  state  under  what  statute  he 
has  power  to  depute  hia  responsibility  to 
oootDerl 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  have 
power  under  various  statutes,  and  under 
my  warrant,  or  whatayer  it  is  called  — 
the  document  I  signed  when  I  came  into 
office — I  have  power  to  do  what  X  have 
done  in  Lord  Granard's  cose. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  power  to  depute  to 
another  the  responsibility  of  signature  1 

Mtt.  SYDNEY  BUXTON ;  Certainly. 
I  am,  of  course,  responsible  in  the  last 
resort. 

Oonfldantial  B'-norts  in  the  Post 
Office- 

Mb.  CLAUDK  HAY :  I  beg  to  a.«k 
the  Postmaster-Genural  whether  he  feels 
bound  by  the  recommendation  made  iu 
the  74th  paragraph  of  the  Report  of  the 
Hobhouse  Conunittee,  in  which  tho  Com- 
mittee recommend  that  every  reasonable 
opportunity  should  be  affi:>rded  of  bring' 
iog  the  accuser  and  accused  face  to  face, 
and  that  every  charge  mode  in  connection 
with  secret  reports  should  be  communi- 
cated in  full  to  the  accused,  and  every 
cj[^rtunity  afforded  of  procuring  rebut- 
tu^  evidence  and  of  proving  his  innocence; 
sn^  if  so,  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take 
to  secure  that  his  approval  of  this  recom- 
nwndatioo  be  madeknowatoall  members 

this  staff  and  to  secure  that  it  is  &ir)y 
fud  freely  carried  out. 
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Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  have 
given  the  recommendation  contained  in 
Paragragh  74  of  the  Report  and  the  other 
paragraphs,  referring  to  the  question  of 
confidential  reporting,  etc.,  careful  con- 
sideration. But  I  nave  promised  to 
discuss  the  question  with  some  of  the 
associations  representing  the  postal  ser^ 
vants,  and  I  desire  to  hear  what  they 
may  have  to  say  on  the  matter  before 
laying  down  definite  instructions  in 
regard  to  the  matter. 

Cardiff  Postmen  as  Sorters. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whemer  he  is  aware 
that  several  postmen  at  Cardiff,  who  have 
been  employed  since  April,  1906,  as  an 
experiment  on  minor  sorting  duties,  for 
which  allowances  of  48.  per  week  were 
paid  them,  with  the  understanding  that 
if  the  scheme  was  not  finally  adopted 
these  allowances  were  to  cease,  are  now 
being  deprived  of  the  allowances, 
although  the  scheme  has  been  finally 
adopted  in  accordance  with  the  Hobhouse 
Committee's  recommendation  that  minor 
sorting  duties  should  be  performed  by 
postmen ;  and  will  he  say  what  action  he 
proposes  to  Cake  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  scheme 
of  employing  postmen  on  full  indoor 
duties  was  an  experiment  and  ia  not 
being  adopted  as  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment, and  the  allowances  paid  daring 
the  experimental  stage  of  this  scheme  for 
exceptional  work  wQl  disappear  as,  the 
duties  are  rearranged.  I  aua  adopting 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee (Para^phs  328  and  341)  that 
primary  sorting  should  be  one  of  the 
reco>gnined  duties  of  postmen. 

Teachers*  Begistration  CoxmcU. 
Sm  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  registrar  of  the  old 
Teachers'  Registration  Council  was  ap- 
pointed in  1902  from  among  a  large 
number  of  candidates  for  the  post^  under 
an  f^eement  approved  by  the  Board, 
which  stated  that,  whilst  the  engagement 
was  terminable  by  six  months  notice  on 
either  side,  the  age  of  retirement  shoidd 
be  sixty  ^eai^  or,  by  the  consent  of  the 
council,  sixty -five  years  ;  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  tluitt  thp  ^poin^ent 
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was  formally  approved  by  the  Board  and 

WC8  accordingly  regarded  as  an  ordinary 
official  appointment,  the  Board  will  en- 
deavour to  secure  the  continuance  in  his 
office  under  the  new  council  of  the 
present  registrar,  or  give  him  compensa- 
tion for  dismissal ;  and  whether  he  will 
similarly  take  into  favourable  considera- 
tion the  position  of  other  members  of  the 
staff  (A  the  old  council. 

Thk  PBESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) :  The  Answer  to  the  first 
pai-t  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  appointment  of  officers  of  the  new 
CQiincil  will  rest  with  that  body  when 
constituted.  In  view  of  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  I  do  not  think  any  case 
for  compensation  can  be  established,  and 
indeed  the  Board  in  any  case  have  no 
funds  from  which  such  compensation 
could  be  payable.  The  position  of  the 
remaining  members  of  the  btaff  is  under 
consideration. 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  can  now  say  what  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  for  continuing  the 
work  of  the  Teachers'  Registration 
Council,  which  ceased  to  exist  on  the 
3Iat  March,  and  what  sum  of  money  was 
handed  over  to  the  Board  as  the  balance 
in  hand  from  the  old  council. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  can  add  nothing 
at  present  to  the  Answer  which  I  gave  to 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Oxford 
University  on  the  25th  March.  The 
balance  handed  over  to  the  Board  was 
X2,971  88.  7d. 

Suspected  Babies  at  Northampton. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  {Kent, 
A&hford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  he  can  give  any  further  informa- 
tion with  regara  to  the  outbreak  of  rabdes 
at  Northampton ;  and  whether  it  has 
proved  conclusively,  by  experimental 
inoculation  or  by  other  tests,  that  the 
cases  reported  as  rabies  were  actually 
oases  of  that  disease. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  I  beg  also  to  ask 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 


whether  the  two  suspected  cases  of  raUea 
at  Northampton  have,  on  investigation, 
proved  to  be  cases  of  that  disease. 

The  TREASURER  of  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD  (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
setshire, S.) :  The  results  of  the  inooula- 
tive  tests  made  in  connection  with  the 
suspected  cases  of  rabies  were,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  negative,  and  the  Muzzling  Order 
was  revoked  on  the  3 1st  ultimo  by  an 
Order  which  comes  into  operation 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY :  Then  is 
it  the  opinion  that  these  were  not  cases 
of  rabies  at  all  7 

Sib  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Yes. 

Foot-and-Houth  Disease  in  Holland. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham. 
Bordesley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
when  he  was  at  the  International  Daii^ 
Congress  at  the  Hi^e  the  wide  preva- 
lence of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Holland 
was  an  admitted  fact ;  if  so,  whether  he 
inquired  what  became  of  the  milk  from 
the  infected  dairies,  and  can  he  state  t-ie 
result  of  his  inquiries ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  statement  made  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Scottish  Chamber  of 
Agriculture  by  Mr.  J.  Spier  to  the  effect 
that  he,  Mr.  Spier,  when  in  Holland  on 
the  same  occasion,  ascertained  that  300 
farms  were  declared  as  infected  centres. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  On  one 
farm  I  visited  I  was  informed  that  the 
milk  from  affected  cows  was  stf^rilised 
before  sale.  The  reply  to  the  othnr  in- 
quiries of  the  right  hon.  Member  is  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  Are  any 
steps  being  taken  to  prevent  the  importa- 
tion of  produce  from  that  infected  area 
into  this  country— produce  such  as  meat^ 
butter,  and  cheese  1 

Sir  IdWARD  STRACHEY :  I  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
was  at  one  time  associated  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  that  that  is  a  Ques- 
tion which  should  be  addressed  to  tiiat 
Department.  .^GoOglc 
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Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  Then  may 
I  put  it  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Looal  Qovernment 
Board? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  must  ask  for 
notice. 

Swine  Fever. 
Mu.  COUBTHOPE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  reproBenting  ttw  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  have  received  any  report 
or  information  upon  the  recent  develop- 
ments of  science  with  reference  to  the 
micro-organism  of  awine  fever. 

The  following  Questions  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  COURTHOPK  :  To  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agrictuture,  whether  the  recent  scientific 
discoveries  in  connection  with  swine 
fever  show  that  the  ^ireaent  methods  of 
dealing  with  this  disease  are  entirely 
wrong. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  To  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture are  preparing  the  new  Swine 
Fever  Orders  in  accordance  with  recent 
scientific  investigation. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE:  To  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  Prendent  of  the  Board  of 
Agiicmture,  when  the  new  Swine  Fever 
Orders  will  be  issued. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
veterinary  officers  of  the  Board  are  in 
possession  of  full  information  as  to  recent 
scientific  work  in  connection  with  swine 
fever,  in  which  those  officers  themselves 
have  taken  an  active  part.  The  results 
obtained  do  not  materially  alter  the  views 
previously  entertained  either  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  disease  is  spread  or 
as  to  Uie  method  of  dealing  with  it. 
Recent  discoveries  have  of  course  been 
borae  in  mind  in  framing  the  new  Swine 
Fever  Orders,  which  will  Be  issued  as  soon 
as  possiUe. 

Small  Holdings. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
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representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether,  with  regard  to 
land  purchased  by  county  councils  and 
let  in  small  holdings  under  the  Small 
Holdings  Act  of  l^t  year,  the  county 
councils  are  required  to  charge  such  rent 
as  will  include,  not  only  interest  on  the 
purchase  money,  but  also  a  yearly  sum  as 
a  sinking  fund  sufficient  to  recoup  the 
whole  cost  of  the  land,  seeing  that  the 
county  councils  would  thus  become  owners 
of  property  the  whole  cost  of  which  has 
been  paid  by  the  small  tenants  in  hard 
cash. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  The  in- 
tention of  the  Small  Holdings  uid  Allot- 
ments  Act  of  last  session  is  that  the 
charges  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gmde- 
man  refers  should  be  included  in  the 
rent,  but  so  far  as  the  Board  are 
concerned  they  will  offer  no  objection 
to  the  exclusion  of  these  charges  in  the 
calculation  of  rents  where  a  county 
council  is  itself  willing  to  defray  them. 
The  matter  was  fully  discussed,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware,  when  the 
Bui  was  under  consideration  last  year. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  Then  I  take 
it  the  Answer  to  my  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative,  qualified  by  the  statement 
that  the  county  council  can  if  it  likes 
defray  these  charges  1 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  I  have 
nlready  told  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  county  council  if  they  think 
fit  can  include  them  in  the  rent. 

Ealing  Oonnty  Court  Work- 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney -General  if  he 
is  aware  of  the  inconvenience  occasioned 
to  the  iDhabitants  of  the  Borough  of 
Ealing  by  reason  of  their  having  to  walk 
upwards  of  two  reiles  to  transact  County 
Court  business  for  the  want  of  direct 
communication  between  Ealing  and  Brent- 
ford; and  whether  he  will  advise  the 
establishment  of  a  registrar's  office  to  be 
opened  at  least  three  days  a  week  for 
the  issue  of  process  and  transaction  of 
the  ordinary  routine  business  connected 
with  the  County  Court,  having  regard  to 
the  large  population  and  rapidly  increas- 
ing importance  of  the  borough. 

The  attorney-general  (Sir 
W.  RoBSON,  South  Shields)  :^he  means 
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of  direct  communicatiou  between  £aling 
and  Brentford  are,  I  am  informed,  a  little 
out  of  date,  but  during  the  last  year  tram- 
cars  have  been  running  to  within  a  short 
distiince  of  the  Brentford  Court.  The 
question  of  establishing  a  branch  office 
has  been  carefully  considered,  but  at 
present  it  ia  not  thought  advisable  to 
incur  that  expenditure. 

'^nTisectOTs  and  "Dog  Licences. 
Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whetber  it  is  cQstomary  for  the 
authorities  of  laboratories,  licensed  for 
vivisection,  to  pay  the  tax  on  the  dogs 
which  they  keep  for  that  purpose  ;  if  so, 
will  he  state  the  number  of  licences 
issued  by  the  Inland  Revenue  to  such 
authorities  during  the  last  two  years ;  ii 
it  be  the  fact  that  no  such  taxes  are  paid, 
what  is  the  ground  of  such  exemption ; 
and  whether  applicatioDS  for  such 
exemptions  are  made  in  those  cases 
as  provided  by  Sub-section  1  of  Section  5 
of  the  Dogs  Act  of  1906. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  Licence  duties  are 
paid  on  all  dogs  used  for  the  purposes 
stated,  but  no  separate  record  is  kept  of 
the  precise  number  of  licences  thus 
issued. 

Bma^  HoldiBES  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  tor  Scotland 

whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  amending  and  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Cont;ested  Districts  Board  for 
Scotland  by  legislation,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  create  and  increase  small  holdings 
in  Scotland,  .and  so  meet  the  demand 
existing  in  the  Highlands  and  elsewhere 
on  the  part  of  cottars,  crofters,  and  others 
to  obtain  land  for  their  support  and  to 

{>revunt  the  exodus  of  families  to  the 
arge  towns  and  to  the  Colonies  and 
America. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  At 
the  same  time,  may  I  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  will  consider  the 
expodiency  of  introducing  an  Amendment 
of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland) 
Act  to  enable  the  Board  to  acquire  land 
compulsorily  for  the  creation  of  new 
holdings. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire):  The  sug- 


gestions of  my  hon.  friends  are  not  new 
and,  as  they  are  aware,  received  the 
sanction  of  this  House  as  part  of  the 
Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  BUI.  That 
Bill  expresses  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  I  am  unable  to  make 
any  further  statement  upon  the  subject 
at  present. 

Norwegian  Trawlers* 

Mr.  weir  :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
during  the  year  ending  3l8t  December, 
1907,  as  many  as  123  prosecutions  were 
instituted  against  foreign  trawlers  for 
illegal  trawling  around  the  coast  of  Scot- 
land, will  he  Ptate  how  many  of  the&e 
vessels  were  flying  the  Norwegian  flag. 

Ma.  SIKGLAIB:  Seventeen. 

Ohalrmanidiip  of  the  Oroftets 
Commissioii. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  if  he  will  state  who  is 
now  acting  as  Chairman  of  the  Crofters 
Commission. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  appointment 
is  now  vacant,  and  will  be  filled  up 
shortly. 

Protactim  agaiiist  Blegtl  TrawUnff. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  interests  of  line  fishermen 
suffer  through  illegal  trawlers  sweeping 
the  fishing  beds  off  the  coast  of  Scotland, 
will  he  state  whether  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board 
are  yet  sufficient  to  admit  of  the  sea 
police  being  strengthened  by  the  purchase 
of  another  fishery  cruiser;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  state  what  sum  has  been  accumu- 
lated for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  am  informed  that 
after  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year 
the  Fishery  Board  will  be  in  a  position  to 
acquire  an  additional  cruiser,  according  to 
the  arrangement  made  some  time  ago. 

Fordsn  Trawlers— Destmction  of  TUiher- 
men's  Nets. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
there  have  been  many  instances  recently 
whore  fishermen's  nets  have  been  des- 
troyed by  fore^,Jj%5»(g^5(5^e8eeing 
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that  the  fishermen  have  no  funds  with 
which  to  set  the  law  in  motion,  will  he 
take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  the  Fishery  Boara  to  conduct  prose- 
cutions in  the  interest  of  the  fishermen. 

Mk.  SINCLAIE  :  I  am  aware  of  the 
facts  to  which  my  hon.  friend  draws 
attention,  and  I  regret  to  have  to  say 
that  the  remedy  which  he  proposes  is  not 
considered  practicable. 

Mr.  weir  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suggest  any  other  remedy  for 
this  great  evil  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  shaU  be  glad  to 
consider  any  suggestions  that  may  be 
sent  me. 

Scotttah  ]Bducation  Bill- 
Sib  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  when  the 
Scottish  Education  Bill  which  was  read  a 
first  time  last  Thursday  will  be  printed 
and  distributed. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  It  is  hoped  that  the 
fiiU  will  be  printed  and  in  the  hands  of 
Members  by  to-morrow,  and  at  the  latest 
hy  Saturday. 

Sir  HENRY  CRAIK:  Will  ample 
time  be  allowed  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Bill  by  the  people  of  Scotland  before 
the  Second  Reading  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  think  that  is  very 
desirable. 

Alleged  Death  thronffli  Eating  Sweets  at 

Straimier. 

Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
he  has  made  inquiries  inlo  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  recent  death  of  a 
hoy  at  Stranraer,  which  has  been  attri- 
buted to  poisoning  due  to  chocolate 
sweets  eaten  by  him ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  inquiries  throw  any  light  on  the 
cause  of  death. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs) :  Full  inquiries 
have  been  made  regarding  this  case. 
The  contents  of  the  boy's  stomach  and 
intestines  have  been  subjected  to  analysis 
Ttthout  the  slightest  trace  of  poison  being 


found.  The  Answer  to  the  second  part 
of  the  Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Ballycastle  Pier,  Mayo- 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture (Ireland)  whether  any  plans  have 
been  submitted  to  his  Department  for  the 
erection  of  a  pier  at  Ballycastle,  County 
Mayo ;  and,  if  so,  have  any  plans  been 
approved;  and  is  the  Department  yet  in 
a  position  to  set  the  work  on  foot  in  this 
very  backward  district  where  employ- 
ment is  at  present  badly  wanted,  and  the 
necessity  for  a  sufficient  pier  to  enable 
the  coasting  steamers  to  call  has  been 
recognised  by  every  person  who  knows 
the  north  coast  of  County  Mayo. 

The  \aCE  -  PRESIDENT  op  the 
DEPARTMENT  os-  AGRICULTURE 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Tyrone,  S.):  The  question  of  the  erection 
of  a  pier  at  Ballycaitle.  County  Mayo, 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Department  in  the  year  1906.  The  cost 
of  constructing  a  suitable  work  at  this 
place  (estimated  by  the  county  surveyor 
at  £15,450)  is  greatly  in  excess  of  that  to 
which  the  Department  could  ofTer  a 
relatively  adequate  contribution.  In  any 
case  a  steamer  could  only  approach  the 
pier,  if  built,  in  perfectly  fine  weather. 

Whaling  off  the  Irish  Coast 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
whether  the  proposed  Bye-Law  No.  2, 
dealing  with  whaling  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Ireland,  permits  the  towing  of  whales 
captured  beyond  the  three-mile  limit  to 
any  place  south  of  Downpatrick  Head ; 
how  it  is  proposed  to  guard  against  an 
infringement  of  the  three-mile  limit ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  persons  interested  in  the  herring 
fishery,  any  whaling  off  the  Irish  Coast, 
even  under  the  restriction  of  a  three-mile 
limit,  would  be  destructive  of  the  existing 
fisheries,  upon  which  numbers  of  families 
depend ;  and  whether  in  bis  propoi^ed 
legislation  on  this  subject  the  Department 
will  seek  powers  to  forbid  whaling  alto- 
gether ofi*  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  sc  ond 
of    the     bye-laws    affecting  w)gling 
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off  portion  of  the  Irish  Coast  which 
the  Department  propose  to  submit  for 
the  approval  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  Council  does  not  prohibit  the  towing 
through  territorial  waters  to  a  factory 
that  may  be  situate  to  the  westwards  or 
southwards  of  Downpatrick  Head  of  a 
whale  killed  on  the  high  seas.  Should 
the  proposed  bye- laws  be  approved  of, 
their  provisions  wUl  be  enforced  by  the 
cruisers  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department. 
The  Department  cannot  take  steps  to 
banish  from  the  coantry  an  industry 
which  may  be  of  advantage  to  certain 
poor  districts,  unless  clearer  evidence 
than  is  at  present  forthcoming  can  be 
produced  as  to  its  injurious  effects  on  the 
fisheries.  The  Department  will  see  that 
no  injury  is  done  to  the  local  fisheries  by 
the  prosecution  of  the  whaling  industry. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW :  Is  it  a  fact  thot 
the  Scottish  fisheries  are  very  much  dis- 
satisfied with  the  Act  passed  last  yew, 
and  will  not  the  Government  make  the 
Bill  promised  much  stronger  than  that 
Acti 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  am  aware  of 
the  dissatisfaction.  I  announced  the 
other  day  that  in  the  Bill  I  was  going  to 
introduce  the  Government  would  take 
power  to  grant  licences  in  districts  where 
the  industry  will  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  Is  the 
bon.  Gentleman  aware  that  it  is  an  abuse 
of  terms  to  call  these  operations  an 
"industry,"  and  that  the  operations  in 
Scotland  are  entirely  ruinous  to  the 
fishing  industry  1 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON:  How 
many  whales  are  caught  off  the  coast  of 
Ireland  1 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL ;  I  do  not  know, 
Sir. 

Stunmerhill  l^Uce. 

Mr.  SHEEHY  (Meath,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  number 
of  police  stationed  in  Summerhill,  County 
Meath,  and  what  are  their  duties ; 
whether  one  of  the  constables  stationed 
in  Summerhill  is  a  native  of  Meath  ;  and 
IS  it  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
force  to  have  a  policeman  acting  in  his 
native  county. 
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The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRKLL,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
number  of  policemen  stationed  at  Sum- 
merhill is  seven,  which  includes  three 
extra  men.  The  temporary  increase  in 
the  number  is  due  to  the  necessity  of 
taking  measures  to  prevent  cattle-driving. 
One  of  the  extra  meu  who  was  recently 
transferred  to  Summerhill  from  an 
adjoining  county  is  a  native  of  County 
Meath,  out  tiiis  was  not  known  when  the 
transfer  was  made.  When  the  facts 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  police 
authorities,  this  man  was  at  once  sent 
back  to  County  Louth. 

Labourers'  Cottages  in  the  Belfut  Union- 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  five 
applications  for  labourers'  cottages  in 
Hannahstown  and  Englishtown  have 
been  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  Belfast 
Union  for  the  last  two  years  in  respect 
of  labourers  in  No.  1  Rural  District 
Council,  Belfast  j  whether  repeated  letters 
to  the  council  with  regard  to  these  appli- 
cations have  failed  to  elicit  any  definite 
reply ;  and  whether  he  will  direct  the 
Local  Govemmeut  Boud  to  inquire  into 
the  matter. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  fact  is  as  stated 
in  the  first  part  of  the  Question.  The 
Local  Grovemment  Board  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  any  default  of  the  council 
in  replying  to  letters  addressed  to  them 
on  the  subject.  The  Board,  however, 
are  about  to  communicate  with  the  council 
with  a  view  to  having  the  proceedings 
expedited. 

Croker  Estate,  Limerick- 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  can  he  say  whether, 
among  the  tenants  on  the  Croker  estate 
in  Moohawn,  Herbertstown,  Coontv 
Limerick,  Michael  Power,  so  long  evicted, 
has  as  yet  been  reinstated  in  his  holding ; 
have  the  Estates  Commissioners  sent  an 
inspector  to  report  on  Power's  case  ;  can 
he  say  whether  the  inspector  at  any  time 
found  the  landlord,  Mr.  Croker,  or  his 
agent,  Mr.  John  Barrington,  disposed  to 
remove  from  Power's  farm  Kirby  the 
planter;  or  does  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act  of  last  session  emptiWer  .the  llandlord 
or  agent,  if  B(^m|^i^U^7^dve  him 
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by  giving  him  land  elsewhere  on  the 
estate  or  07  giving  hiiu  compensation  in 
money. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners understand  that  Kirby,  the  present 
occupant  of  the  evicted  fnrm,  has  held 
the  same  for  man^  years  as  a  yearly 
tenant,  but  that  he  is  willing  to  surrender 
provided  that  he  does  not  incur  loss  by 
doing  so.  The  Commissioners  have  no 
power  to  dispossess  Kirby  against  his 
will,  bat  th^  are  at  present  negotiating 
for  the  purchase  of  certain  untenanted 
lands  on  the  estate,  and  if  they  succeed 
in  acquiring  these  lands  they  will  endea- 
vour to  effect  the  reinstatement  of  Michael 
Power  in  his  former  holding. 

Lord  Oloncnrry  and  his  Tenantry. 
Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  whether  negotia- 
tions for  sale  and  purdiase  as  between 
landlord  and  tenants  are  in  progress  in 
and  around  the  parish  of  Murroe,  County 
Limerick,  between  Lord  Cloncurry  and 
his  tenants;  is  he  aware  that  there  are 
on  this  estare  a  number  of  wbat  are  com- 
monly called  future  or  excluded  tenants 
who,  in  the  arrangements  between  the 
landlord  and  themselves  in  tbe  campaign 
over  twenty-five  years  ago,  were  allowed 
back  CD  ruinous  terms ;  and  will  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  when  prices  are 
being  fixed,  interpose  and  fix  tbe  prices 
impartially  between  both  parties,  or  is 
there  in  the  immediate  future  a  likelihood 
of  legislation  dealing  with  cases  of  the 
kind  all  over  Ireland. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  no  knowledge  of  any  negotia- 
tions for  sale  between  Lord  Cloncurry 
and  his  tenants,  and  have  no  information 
Hs  to  the  nature  of  the  tenancies  on  the 
estate.  The  Commissioners  have  no 
power  to  interpose  and  fix  prices.  The 
hon.  Member  is,  of  course,  aware  that  the 
Land  Act  of  1903  is  based  upon  the 
principle  of  voluntary  sale  and  purchase. 
I  am  not  at  present  in  a  position  to 
indicate  the  details  of  the  Govei-nment's 

{iro^Kwed  measure  for  amending  land 
^islation  in  Ireland. 

Erasmns  Smith's  Schools  Estate. 
Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that  the  governon 


of  the  board  of  the  Erasmus  Smith's 
Schools  are  selling  to  the  tenants  their 
holdings  on  the  estate  around  Fallasgrean 
and  Doon,  County  Limerick ;  is  be  aware 
that  three  tenants  for  a  very  long  period 
have  been  evicted,  namely,  John  Harty  of 
Garranmore,  Timothy  Burke  of  the  same 
place,  and  Joseph  Ryan  of  Knockderk, 
and  that  their  farms  have  been  taken  up 
by  planters  respectively,  Lane,  Griffin, 
and  Doherty ;  and  can  he  say  whether 
Uie  Estates  Commissioners  have  under 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  1907  the 
power  of  removing  those  planters  and 
providing  them  with  eitiier  compensatim 
or  land  dsewhere. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  No  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  the  estate  in  question  have 
yet  been  instituted  before  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  Applications  have  been 
received  from  the  three  evicted  tenants 
named  and  are  being  inquired  into. 
The  Commissioners  cannot  say  what  the 
facts  are  or  what  action  they  may  take 
in  these  cases  until  they  have  received 
and  considered  their  inspector's  report. 

Ventry  Estate- 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNEIX  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
in  accordance  with  the  promise  that  the 
Ventry  estate  would  be  purchased  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  seeine; 
that  processes  and  writs  are  being  served 
by  the  agent  and  that  the  tenants  refuse 
to  pay,  steps  will  be  taken  immediately 
by  the  Board  to  reopen  negotiations  wiui 
the  owner  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  purchase. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Although  it  is  inac- 
curate to  say  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  promised  to  purchase  the  Ventry 
estate,  it  is-  the  fact  that  the  Board 
opened  negotiations  for  Uie  purchase  of 
the  estate,  and  I  hope  that  it  may  be 
found  possible  to  proceed  with  these 
negotiationB  without  much  delay. 

Irish  School  Teachers'  Pensions. 
Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
in  the  case  of  Irish  male  teachers 
in  national  schools  in  that  country 
under  the  age  of  forty-eight  years, 
with  a  constant  serviw^  from  i  ^be 
age  of  eighteen,  tili^  '^aS^SftUdi^i^on 
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obtainable  is  only  £10  a  year,  no  matter 
how  highly  classed  such  teachers  may 
be ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Qovemment 
propose  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  RXJNCIMAN:  An  Irish  male 
teacher  cannot  retire  on  pension  until 
he  has  reached  the  age  of  lifty-five, 
unless  he  can  satisfy  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  that  he  has 
become  permanently  incapacitated  for 
further  service,  in  which  case  his  disable- 
ment pension  would  depend  on  his  ^e 
and  the  amornit  of  his  contribntiona  to 
the  Pension  Fund,  accumulated  at  com- 
pound interest — these  contributions,  etc., 
being  repayable  to  him  at  the  same 
time.  The  minimum  disablement  pen- 
Kon  for  a  male  teacher  of  the  first 
division  of  the  first  class,  aged  forty- 
seven,  is  £8  18s.  8d.,  with  a  sum  of 
£48  ISs.  nmyable  as  premiums,  etc. 
It  is  impossible  to  state  what  the  maxi- 
mum pension  would  be.  The  Answer 
to  tbe  second  part  of  the  Question  i^  %i 
the  negative. 

County  Westmeath  Valuation. 
Sib  WALTER  NUGENT  (Westmeath, 
B.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  with  reference  to  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Westmeath  County 
Cotmcil  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
His  Majesty's  Treasury,  if  he  will  state 
how  the  sum  of  £170  a  year  applied  for 
ih  respect  of  the  cost  of  the  annual 
terision-of  the  valuation  for  the  Count> 
Westmeath  was  arrived  at ;  and  if  he 
will  furnish  the  Westmeath  County 
Council  with  any  other  information  they 
Inay  require  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the 
charge  is,  or  is  not,  excessive  for  the 
work  required  to  be  done. 

Me.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  annual  sum 
payable  by  the  various  counties  of 
Ireland  in  respect  of  annual  revision 
is  fixed  by  the  Valuation  (Ireland)  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1874,  subject  to  neces- 
sary adjustment  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Adaptation  of  Irish  Enactments) 
Order  in  Council,  1899.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Valuation  informs  me  that 
he  has  no  information  as  to  how  the 
amount  was  determined.  As  r^ards 
the  last  part  of  the  hon.  Baronet's 
Question,  the  county  council  have  been 


on  several  occasions  officially  informed 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  Ihe 
information  they  require. 

Embossed  Stamps  in  Ireluid. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  a 
person  or  firm  in  Dublin  or  elsewhere 
in  Ireland  desiring  to  have  stamps 
embossed  by  the  Inland  Revenue  authori- 
ties on  envelopes,  wrappers,  and  otha 
papers  is  obl^ed  to  get  this  operation 
performed  in  London,  with  the  result 
that  such  persons  or  firms  have  to  pay 
carriage  to  and  from  Ireland  on  the 
material  to  be  embossed,  or  to  bay  the 
material  in  London  and  so  deprive  Irish 
manufacturers  and  workmen  of  woii: 
which  they  would  otherwise  be  paid  for 
doing ;  and,  if  so,  whether  an  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  by  which  the  stamp- 
ing could  be  done  in  Ihiblin. 

Mb.  RUNCIHAN  :  There  are  no  facili- 
ties for  stamping  envelopes,  wrappers, 
etc.,  at  the  Dublin  and  Edinburgh 
Stamp  Offices,  or  elsewhere  than  at 
Somerset  House ;  and  under  existing 
arrangements  all  material  which  it  is 
desired  to  have  embossed  with  postage 
stamps  has  to  be  sent,  whether  iErom 
Ireland  or  elsewhere,  to  and  from  London, 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  public  for 
carriage.  Without  in  any  way  pledging 
myself  to  any  change,  I  will  caus  • 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  general 
question  of  embossing  postage  duties. 

Me.  (3LANCY:  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  arrai^je  to  have  the  stamping 
done  both  in  Dublin  and  Edinburgh  2 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN:  That  is  one  of 
the  points  we  are  considering. 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Agreement. 

Mb.  FFRENCH  (Wexford.  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  ti&e  S&iretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  tiiat  there  ia  any 

case  on  record  where  an  agreement 
arrived  at  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Estates  Com* 
missioners,  has  fallen  through ;  whetiier 
the  position  of  the  tenant-purchaser  as 
a  borrower  is  much  safer  than  und^  the 
old  title ;  and  can  he  explain  why 
Board  of  Works  hesitate  to  advance 
money  for  the  ^^^^gjct^^^i^ama. 
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etc.,  in  cases  where  the  tenant-right  and 
freehold  would  be  practically  security  for 
the  amount  asl^  for. 

Me.  RUNCIMAN:  I  have  no  infor- 
mation as  regards  the  first  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question.  A  purchasing 
tenant  is  not  an  owner  in  fee  simple 
until  the  holding  has  been  legally  vested 
ia  him  by  the  Land  Commission,  and 
can  therefore  only  be  treated  by  the 
Board  of  Works  as  a  tenant.  The 
Board  cannot  regulate  their  practice 
in  cases  of  this  kind  by  probabilities ; 
the  question  of  the  ownership  of  the 
land  is  one  of  fact,  and  in  the  matter 
of  the  security  of  their  loans  the  Board 
must  have  regard  to  facts.  Applications 
for  hay  bams  are. treated  in  the  same 
way  as  applications  for  loans  for  otiier 
purposes,  and  the  Board  inform  me  that 
tbey  do  not  hesitate  to  make  loans  to 
purchasing  tenants  for  these  purposes 
provided  that  they  satisfy  the  conditions 
referred  to  in  my  Answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  of  the  31st  ult. 

Oraeral  Post  Office,  Belfkst. 
aiR.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether, 
in  view  of  the  distress  in  the  building 
trade  in  Belfast  at  present,  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  making  a  start 
with  the  new  building  which  is  to  be 
erected  in  connection  with  the  General 
Post  Office,  Belfast 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  plana 
of  the  extension  of  the  head  Post  Office 
building  at  Belfast  are  under  considera- 
tion. I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  I 
cannot  name  any  definite  date  for  the 
commencement  of  l^e  building. 

Bnickless  Railway  Station,  Donegal. 

Me.  SWIFT  MACNBILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  general  defects  and  lack  of  accom- 
modation at  the  Bruckless  station  on 
the  Killyb^  Railway,  Connty  Don^al ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is  no 
goods  store,  no  proper  passenger  ac- 
conunodation,  no-  sanitary  arrangements, 
hut  there  is  a  dangerous  and  neglected 
creasing,  and  neither  telegraphic  nor 
telephonic  communication  with  any- 
vhrae ;  and  whether  he  will  take  steps 
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at  once  to  force  the  joint  committee  to 
provide  some  reasonable  accommodation 
at  this  station  for  the  travelling  public. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  The  Board  of 
Trade  are  in  communication  with  the 
County  Donegal  Railways  Joint  Com- 
mittee in  this  matter,  and  will  inform 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  result. 

The  Law  Oonrts- 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  AGnister  whether  he  is 
aware  that  proposals  are  being  made 
to  build  additional  Courts  over  the  open 
space  adjoining  the  existing  Law  Courts  ; 
and  whether,  instead  of  further  blocking 
up  the  Metropolis  with  Law  Courts,  he 
will  promote  legislation  for  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  County  Courts,  so  that  a 
large  part  of  the  legal  business  now 
broi^ht  to  London  may  be  disposed  of 
in  the  towns  where  it  arises. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUTTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) : 
I  do  not  that  think  the  question  of  ad- 
ditional accommodation  at  the  La  w'Courts, 
which  is  one  of  immediate  and  pressing  im- 
portance, should  be  made  dependent 
on  the  prospects  of  general  law  reform, 
and,  further,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  par- 
ticular reform  suggested  by  my  hon. 
friend  would  enable  us  to  dispense 
with  the  new  Courts  required  in  London. 

Excise  Officers  and  Polifeica. 

Mr.  cowan  (Surrey,  Guildford) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  his  att«ntion  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  Frederick  Farrington, 
an  excise  officer  of  Guildford,  who  has 
been  transferred  to  Glasgow  by  the 
Board  of  Inhind  Revenue,  as  a  punish- 
ment for  contravening  Paragraph  1150 
of  the  general  instructions  (which  pro- 
hibits membership  of  any  political  associa- 
tion), by  taking  part  in  certain  political 
meetings  at  Guildford  during  February 
last ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  various 
officers  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ment are  members  of  a  political  associa- 
tion known  as  the  Primrose  Ijeague; 
and  whether  he  proposes  to  take  similar 
disciplinary  measures  against  such  per- 
sons, or  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
have  the  regulations  so  amended  as  to 
enable  Parliamentary  ,  eteqtors.  to  ^nter 
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the  service  of  the  Crovb  without  for- 
feiting their  elementary  political  rights. 

Mb.  ASQXJITH  :  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  aware 
of  the  case  referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend. 
If  the  ,  attention  of  the  Commisaioners 
of  Inland  Revenue  is  drawn  to  any 
similar  infringement  of  their  instrrotaons, 
no  donbt  they  will  take  similar  action. 

Mr.^  SNOWDEN  (Blackburn) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  where 
any  authority  is  given  to  impose  such 
restriction  f 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Under  the  Statutes. 

Mr.  SNOWDEN :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  1870  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Coleridge  stated  that  there 
was  no  right  or  autiiority  to  impose 
any  such  restriction  ? 

Mr.  AgQUITH :  I  was  not  aware  of 
it,  but  I  will  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  Does 
right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the 
inanuation  in  the  Question,  that  being 
Bent  to  live  in  Glasgow  is  recognised 
as  a  punishment  in  the  Department  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  Perha^  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  me  notice  of  that 
Question. 

Mb.  cowan  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  part  of  my 
Question  ? 

Mr.' ASQUITH  :  I  will  consider  the 
question  of  the  amendment  of  the 
relations. 

Salw  of  btozicaiita  in  FarUament 
Buildings. 

Mb.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  will  introduce  a 
provision  into  the  Licensing  Bill  to 
relieve  the  officials  and  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  from  the  penalties 
tiiey  may  be  under  for  allowing  illegal 
aales  of  intoxicating  liquor  on  its  premises. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  The  Bill  does  not 
alter  the  law  in  this  respect,  and  I  am 


not  aware  of  any  sufficient  xeaacm  for 
making  a  change. 

Mb.  EVELYN  CECIL :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  action 
of  the  offidals  and  Members  of  this  House 
finds  a  parallel  in  the  action  of  certain 

clubs  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  That  ia  too 

recondite. 

OUrks  to  Ssrvqrws  of  lazea. 

Mr.  O'GRADT:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wbether  he 
is  in  a  position  to  state  what  was  done  in 
the  matter  of  the  case  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  clerks  to  the  surveyors  of 
taxes. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  have  now  arrived 
at  a  decision  upon  tiie  various  questions 
raised,  and  dire  tions  will  be  given 
accordingly  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  will  communicate  to  the  hon.  Member 
the  details  of  the  scheme,  which  are  too 
long  to  set  out  in  reply  to  a  Question. 

Import  Duties- 

Mr.  J.  F.  MASON  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  amount  derived 
from  import  duties  of  all  kinds  per  head 
of  the  population  is  50  per  cent,  higher 
in  the  United  Kingdom  l^an  in  Germany, 
and  that,  in  the  case  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  they  are  raised  wholly  on 
articles  of  general  consumption,  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  reducing 
the  taxes  on  food  in  this  country  and  of 
making  up  the  balance  by  levyii^  duties 
on  manufactured  articles  coming  from 
abroad. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No,  Sir. 

Elementary  Education  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire.  W.R..  Skip- 
ton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  S&t  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Elementary  Education  (En^nd 
and  Wales)  Bill  will  be  taken  before  thi 
Eastet  recess,   uigiuzed  by  vjOOQ  IC 
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701  QaesHont. 
Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No.  Sir. 

Mr.  lane-fox  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash)  asked  whether  there  was 
any  truth  in  the  report  which  was  being 
circulated  that  the  Government  were 
considering  the  advisability  of  dropping 
the  BUI. 

Me.  ASQUITH  :  There  is  as  little  truth 
in  that  report  as  in  most  of  the  others  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mail  Steamers  at  Kingstown. 

Mb.  MOONEY  (Newry) :  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  a  Question 
of  which  I  have  given  him  private  notice, 
namely,  wfaethw  he  has  received  a  tele- 
gram to  tile  effect  that  when  the  So^l 
Mail  Steamer  "  Ulstei  was  leaving 
Kingstown  the  hiurbour  authoriUes  did 
not  provide  for  the  keeping  clear  of  the 
way  out  of  the  harbour,  the  result  being 
that  a  collision  was  only  averted  by  the 
mail  steamer  slowing  down  and  altering 
her  course,  and  whether  he  will  ^ve 
inatmctions  to  the  harbour  antiionties 
to  control  the  way  for  the  mail  steamers 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  have  not 
received  such  information  since  I  left  the 
office.  As  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
Question  I  'should  not  like  to  answer  it 
nntal  I  know  what  my  powers  are. 

Hb.  MOONEY:  Has  not  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  recaiTed  a  tele^^ram  to 
the  effect  stated  ? 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  It  had  not 
amved  at  tiie  office  whoi  I  left 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Can  the  Chief 
Secretary  tell  us  by  whose  inslmotiona 
His  Majesty's  poUce  interfered  with 
those  who  were  carrjdng  Hia  Majesty's 
mails,  and  in  favour  of  another  company. 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  I  know  really 
nothing  about  this  particular  dispute. 
Happily  it  does  not  fall  within  my  pro- 
vince. I  heard  late  last  night  that  a 
man  had  been  arrested,  as  I  understand, 
in  c<»israuenoe  of  obeying  his  proper 
officer.  I  at  once  telegraphed  that  if 
that  was  BO  he  should  be  immediately 
leleaaed.  I  understand  tiiat  he  was 


never  in  custody.  He  was  arrested  but 
bail  was  at  once  fortiiooming.  He 
appeared  this  mdming  before  the  Magis- 
trates and  after  a  protracted  hearing, 
at  his  own  request,  I  believe,  in  order 
that  an  appeal  might  be  lodged,  he  was 
fined  40s.,  to  be  reduced  to  Is.  should  no 
appeal  be  entered.  That  is  all  I  know 
about  the  matter.  The  police  have  to  be 
on  Carlisle  Pier  and  alwa^  have  to  be 
tiiere  to  maintun  order.  "Bow  far  they 
took  part  in  this  dispute  I  do  not  know. 
Nobody  has  been  under  arrest. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  Petition  of  Right  is  actually 
pending  in  the  King's  Courts,  and»  that 
being  so,  by  what  authority  the 
Treasury  ordered  police  to  the  number 
of  a  dozen  to  appear  on  the  Royal  pier 
at  Kingstown,  apparently  on  the  side 
of  tile  view  that  the  Treasury  has  talnu 
up  on  this  matter  % 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Kingstown  is  a  Gov- 
ernment harbour,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  am  prepared  to  give  any  further  answer. 
The  police  are  there  in  sufficiwt  number 
to  prevent  any  scuffle  or  undue  trouble 
during  this  unfortunate  business.  It  is 
quite  true  that  a  Petition  of  Right  has 
now  been  filed  and  the  proceedings  will 
be  settled  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  I  trust 
that  in  the  meantime  there  will  be  no 
further  trouble. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  Postanaster-Qeneral  has  any  state- 
ment to  make  as  to  the  events  which 
occurred  yesterday  at  Carlisle  Pier  in 
reference  to  this  matter  and  regarding  the 
arrangements  that  have  been  made  for 
the  London  and  North  Western  steamers 
going  to  Carlisle  pier  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Last  night  in 
consequence  of  information  received  from 
the  Harbour  Commissioners  a  telegram 
was  sent  by  the  Post  Office  urging  the 
Compi-ny  to  comply  with  the  Harbour 
Master's  orders.  My  position  in  the 
matter  is  this.  It  is  no  part  of  my  duty 
as  Postmastet-General  to  interrane  in 
any  dispute  between  the  Harbour  Com 
miasioners  and  the  City  of  Diiblin  Steam 
Packet  Company.  ij,yXI>«*Mfeoi9t^ 
matter  I  am  glad  to  say  that  it  af^j^ara 
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from  iuformation  received  by  telegram 
this  morning  from  an  official  in  Dublin 
that  no  delay  to  the  mnils  has  taken  place. 
That  may  have  been,  however,  before 
the  information  received  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newry. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  it  was 
by  the  order  of  the  Treasury  that  the 
porter  of  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company  was  arrested  when  he 
attempted  to  obey  the  orders  of  his 
captain.  , 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  :  I  need  hardly  say 
that  the  Treasury  knew  absolutely  nothing 
about  any  intention  to  arrest  or  that 
any  arrest  took  place.  The  first  intima- 
tion we  had  of  that  was  the  telegram 
whioh  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  kind 
enough  to  show  me  last  night. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  How  much  is 
Ireland  being  robbed  of  by  this  Buoessful 
manceuvre  ? 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  knows  absolutely 
nothing  of  what  has  been  occurring  at 
Carlisle  Pier:  may  I  ask  who  is  the 
responsible  official  controlling  the  execu- 
tive action  of  the  police  when  tlus 
occurred,  and  what  subordinate  took 
such  hi^h-handed  action  ? 

Mr.  BIRRBLL  :  I  cannot  answer 
the  specific  question  at  this  moment,  but 
I  expect  to  have  information  in  an  hour 
or  two, 

Mb.  CLANCY:  Is  it  denied  or 
not  that  the  Treasury  authorised  the 
steamers  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Company  to  go  to  Carlisle  Pier 
although  at  the  time  a  Petition  of  Bight 
was  pending  to  try  the  question  whether 
they  had  a  right  to  go  thew  without 
pennisBion! 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN:  No,  Sir.  The 
arrangement  made  with  the  London  and 
North  Western  Company  was  made 
several  mcmths  ago ;  the  petition  was  only 
filed  thred  weeka  aga 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  How  much  have 
you  gained  by  the  traosaction  f 


Mr.  CLANCY :  I  most  press  for  an 
answer  to  my  Question.  The  arrange- 
ment was  no  doubt  come  to  sevfsral 
months  ago,  but  the  question  is,  did  the 
Treasury  know  that  this  Petition  of 
Right  was  to  be  filed,  and  whether  they 
will  not  now  suspend  the  right  of  the 
London  and  North  Western  steamers 
to  go  to  the  pier  in  view  of  the  fact  th%t 
this  very  question  whether  they  have  the 
right  to  go  there  or  not  is  pending  in 
the  Courts? 

Mb.  BX7NCIMAN :  That  is  not  the 
information  which  I  have.  The  City  of 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company  applied 
for  an  interim  injunction,  and  that 
application  was  refiued.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared, therefore,  to  arrive  at  a  different 
decision  from  that  arrived  at  by  the  Courts. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Was  not  the  application  refused  on  the 
ground  that  the  Jod^  was  in  a  pontion 
to  fix  an  almost  immediate  hearing,  and 

that  i{  was  adjourned  at  the  request  of 
the  Attorney-General,  and,  pending  the 
decision  of  this  case,  will  not  the  Govern- 
ment suspend  the  operation  of  their 
order  whereby  the  very  pcunt  at  issae 
is  prejudged  I 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN :  I  am  afraid  my  in- 
formation does  not  tally  with  that  of  the 
hon.  Member.  If  the  hon.  Member 
wants  further  information  he  had  better 
put  down  a  question. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  Hke  C3iainnan 
of  the  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way Company  is  himself  an  ex-TreBaury 

official  ? 

Mb.  CLANCY:  Owing  to  the  un- 
satisfactory nature  of  the  answers  I  have 
received  I  have  to  ask  leave  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ducussing  a  definite  matter  of 
urgent  public  importance,  viz.,  "the 
action  of  the  Government  in  compelling 
under  threats  of  force,  the  removal  of 
the  Mail  Steamers  from  the  Carlisle  Pier, 
Kingstown,  at  a  time  when  the  trial  of  a 
Petition  of  Right  is  actually  pending  in 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  in  England  to 
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The  pleasure  of  the  House  having  heen 
signified,  the  Motion  stood  over,  under 
Standing  Order  No.  10,  until  a  quarter- 
past  Sight  this  evening. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  regard  to  the  business  of  next 
week.  I  understand  the  first  three  days 
are  to  be  devoted  to  the  Licensing  Bill, 
and  I  would  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  come  to  any  decision 
aa  to  taking  Supply  on  Thuraday  next 
until  he  sees  what  is  the  desire  of  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  the  prolongation  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  think  the  request 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  perfectly 
reasonable  one,  and  we  will  wait  to  see 
what  u  the  genraal  state  of  opinion  in  the 
House  on  the  matter. 


COMMITTEE  OF  SELEOnON. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunro  Ferguson 
be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Selection." 
—{Sir  WilHam  Brampton  Chtrdon.) 


SELBCnON  (STAMDINQ  COMHITIEES). 

Six  William  Bbamfton  Gdsdon  re- 
ported from  Uie  G<mimittee  of  Selection ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  Committee  A. 
(in  respect  of  the  Education  (Local 
Authorities)  Bill) :  Dr.  Shipman ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  Education  (Local  Authorities) 
Bill) :  Sir  George  White. 

Sir  William  Brahfton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A.  : 
Mr.  McEiUop  (in  respect  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland)  Bill) 
and  Mr.  Field ;  and  had  appointed  in 
aubatitution  (in  respect  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Clabses  (Ireland)  BiU) : 
Mr.  Patrick  (TBrien  and  Mr.  Thomas 
0*DonneU. 

Sir  William  Bramftoh  Gubdon 
fvxthtx  repeated  from  t^e  Ccunmittee ; 


That  they  had  dischaiged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A. 
(in  respect  of  the  Registration  of  Clubs 
(Ireland)  Bill  and  of  the  Ferries  (Ireland) 
Bill) :  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,  Mr. 
Attorney  -  General,  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel ;  and  had  appointed  in  aubsti* 
tution :  Mr.  BirrelT,  Mr.  Attwuey- 
General  for  Ireland,  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russelt 

Sir  William  Brahfton  Gubdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee A.  the  following  Fifteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Registration  of  Clubs 
(Ireland)  Bill  and  of  the  Ferries  (Irpland) 
Bill) :  Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  WolfE,  Mr.  Fether- 
stonhaugh,  Mr.  Barrie,  Mr.  Patrick 
White,  Mr.  Crean,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Mr. 
Mooney,  Mr.  Hart-Davies,  Mr.  Watt, 
Mr.  Hazleton,  Mr.  Gwynn,  Mr.  Jordan, 
Mr.  Farrell,  and  Mr.  MacVeagh. 

Sir  William  Bbamfton  Gubdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  B. 
(in  respect  of  the  Children  Bill) :  Mr. 
Bums,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Mr.  Paulton, 
and  Mr.  Austin  Taylor ;  and  had  ap- 
pointed in  substitution  (in  respect  of 
the  Children  Bill)  :  the  Lord-Advocate, 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  Mr. 
Secretary  Gladstone,  and  Mr.  Herbert 
SamneL 

Sir  Wiluah  Bramfton  Gubdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee B.  the  following  Fifteen  Members, 
(in  respect  of  the  CMIAren  BiU) :  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Hu^^  Law, 
Mr.  John  Roche,  Mr.  Hay,  Lord  Edmund 
Talbot,  Viscount  Morpeth,  Sir  Henry 
Craik,  Mr.  Acland  Allen,  Mr.  Atherley 
Jones,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Tennant, 
Mr.  Maclean,  Mr.  Gulland,  and  Mr. 
Whitehead. 

Sir  Wiluah  Brahfton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee; 
That  they  had  selected  the  following 
Member  to  serve  on  the  Unopposed 
Bill  Committee,  under  Standing  Order 
No.  109,  in  place  of  Mr.  Crombie,  deceased 
Mr.  Munro  Fe^uson. 

Reporta  to  Ue  upon  ttte^l)g^e,Qg|^ 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
Lotteries  and  Advertisementa. — That 
they  have  appointed  a  Committee  con- 
sisting of  Five  Members  to  join  with  a 
Committee  of  the  Commons  to  consider 
and  inquire  into  the  Law  as  to  Lotteries 
and  Advertisements,  and  propose  that 
the  Joint  Committee  do  meet  in  the 
Chairman  of  Committees*  Committee 
Room  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Three  of  the 
aock. 


NEW  BILLS. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  BILL. 

"  To  promote  arbitration  in  Trade 
Disputes,"  presented  by  Mr.  CleUnd ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Whitwell  Wilson,  Mr.  Findlay,  Mr. 
Dalziel,  William  Jtmes,  and  Ifr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  187.] 

BANKRUPTCY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Laws  of  Scotland,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Cleland ;  supported  by  Mr.  Bonar 
Law,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Dundas  White,  Btr. 
Menzies,  Mr.  M*Callum,  and  Mr.  C.  £. 
Price ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  188.] 

VIVISECTION  (ABOLITION)  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  total  Abolition  of 
Vivisection,"  presented  by  Mr.  Hodge  ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Brace,  Mr.  Macpherson, 
Mr.  Lupt/)n,  Mr.  (*harles  Duncan,  Mr. 
Collins,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr,  John  Wilson, 
Mr.  Thome,  and  Mr.  John  Johnson  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
5th  May.  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  181».j 

INDUSTRIAL     AND  PROVIDENT 

SOaETIES  (AMENDMENT)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Industrial  and  Provi- 
dent Societies  Act,  1893,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Dicldnaon  ;  supported  by  Viscount 
Morpeth,  Mr.  Maildison,  Mr.  Samuel 
Roberts,  Mr.  Rowlands,  Mr.  Fletcher, 
and  Mr.  Vivian  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  190.] 
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PUBUC  HEALTH  (B£ARKBTS  IN  RURAL 

DISTRICTTS)  BILL. 

"  To  make  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  with  respect  to 
the  provision  and  regulation  of  S^rkets, 
applicable  in  Rural  Districts,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Bums ;  supported  by  Dr.  Mac- 
namara ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  ^^on 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [BiU 
191.] 


PORT  OF  LONDON. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thb  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Gkorgb,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs),  in  asking  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  and 
better  administration  of  the  Port  of 
London,  and  ffo'  purposes  incidental 
thereto,  said : — I  have  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  set  up  a  public 
authority  for  the  Port  of  London  and 
for  other  matters  incidental  thereto. 
There  have  been  in  the  last  six  years 
many  Bills  dealing  with  the  state  of  the 
Port]  6f  London,  showing  considerable 
uneasiness  about  the  Port,  an  uneasiness 
which  was  quite  justified  by  the  actual 
circumstances  of  the  case.  There  is  no 
doubt  it  is  a  very  urgent  problem.  The 
Port  of  London  has  to  compete  not 
merely  with  other  ports  in  this  Kingdom, 
but  it  has  three  or  four  very  formidable 
Continental  rivals — rivals  lucked  up  by 
lavish  national  and  municipal  subsidies, 
whereas  London,  on  the  other  hand,  is  in 
a  state  of  practical  stagnation  as  far  as 
the  expenditure  of  money  upon  the  ' 
accommodation  and  facilities  of  the  Port 
is  concerned.  That  is  a  very  serious  i 
condition  of  things.  At  the  present  ' 
moment  London  is  the  first  port  in  the 
world,  but  unless  something  is  done  to 
strengthen  its  condition  it  will  not  long 
maintain  that  supremacv.  I  propose  in 
this  Bill  to  set  up  a  public  authority  to 
control  the  Port,  an  authority  in  the 
main  chosen  by  those  trading  in  the 
Port.  There  will  be  a  municipal  element  i 
and  a  public  element,  but  in  the  main  it  | 
will  be  an  authority  chosen  by  the  pavers 
of  dues  and  others  interested  in  the  Port 
itaelf.  The  duties  of  the  authority  will 
be,  first  of  all,  to  take  over  the  fttncti<»s 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy  from 
Teddington  Lock  downwards,  and  there 
will  be  a  separate  body  for  the  river 
above  that  point.  I  do  not  think  that 
at  the  present  stage  I  need  give  any 
particulars  in  ,rfi^ani  ,tQ-.tb^  Jieoause  I 
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propose  to  weulate  in  tiie  cotine  of  tlie 
day  a  atatement  giving  full  details  on 
the  pmnt.  The  new  authority  will  also 
take  over  the  functions  of  the  Water- 
men's Company  in  so  far  as  they  affect 
the  river.  In  addition  to  that  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  Port  authority,  as  soon 
as  m&y  be  after  the  appointed  day,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
river,  the  accommodation  and  the 
facilitiesafforded,  and  immediately  totake 
steps  to  effect  imlnovements,  if  necesaary, 
by  means  of  cnnstructing  new  docks 
or  improving  old  ones,  with  quays  or 
wharve^  and  generally  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  river  to  make  it  fit  to 
compete  with  any  other  port  in  the  world. 
That  will  be  the  first  duty  of  the  new 
authority.  In  order  effectively  to  dis- 
charge this  function,  it  must  have  an 
adequate  revenue.  The  present  revenue 
raised  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  will 
be  transferred,  but  that  wiU  be  insufficient. 
If  the  chamud  is  to  be  deej^ned  and 
aceommodafeion  is  to  be  provided  there 
must  be  sufficient  revenue  for  the  purpose. 
I  propose  by  this  Bill  that  there  shall  be 
additional  power  for  charging  dues  on 
goods.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  make  them  very  heavy.  A  schedule 
will  be  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  will  be  subject  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  by  means  of  Provisional  Order. 
The  House  of  Commons  will  have  full 
opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  that 
particular  point.  There  will  be  a  regis- 
tration fee  on  barges. 

I  should  like  to  point  oat,  if  I  may,  the 
main  points  in  which  the  Bill  which  I  shall 
introanee  now  differs  from  the  Bills  which 
have  been  introduced  before  and  notably  by 
the  late  Grovemment.  The  first  point  is 
that  there  will  be  no  municipal  subsidy. 
I  offer  no  comment  upon  that  at  this 
stage ;  I  may  have  something  to  say 
ahwt  it  on  the  Second  Reading.  The 
second  thing  is  that  I  diink  on  the  whole 
it  is  better  to  have  a  small  body  than  a 
large  one.  The  Boyid  Commission  recom- 
mended a  body  of  forty,  and  the  Bill  of 
the  late  Grovemment  followed  its  recom- 
mendation. Having  very  carefully  con- 
sidered the  matter  and  looked  at  the 
precedents  of  Liverpool  and  other  ports 
which  have  been  very  successful,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  to 
have  a  small  body  rather  to  transact 
business  t^n  to  discuss  it.  Not  only 
that,  but  I  think  on  the  whole  yon  get  a 


better  body  of  men.  Good  men  are  rare. 
I  do  not  know  that  London  could  not 
provide  forty,  but  at  any  rate  it  is  much 
more  likely  to  provide  twenty-five  good 
men,  and  I  propose  therefore  that  the 
body  shall  consist  of  twenty-five.  The 
other  difference  is  in  regard  to  the  muni- 
cipal element.  Instead  of  providing  that 
it  shall  choose  allitsmembenrfromamongst 
itself,  I  provide  that  the  liondon  County 
Council  shall  hare  three  from  amongst  its 
own  body  and  that  it  shall  have,  in  addi- 
tion, the  power  of  choosing  two  from 
out^e  its  own  body,  so  as  to  have  men 
who  are  interested  in  the  river,  leaving 
it  to  the  local  municipality  to  choose  men 
who  they  know  will  have  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  of  the  river. 
Another  point  is  that  in  the  old  Bill  there 
was  sectional  representation  of  all  the 
intere-its  of  the  river.  The  wharfingers 
appointed  one  or  two  members,  the  ship- 
owners ^pointed  a  certain  number,  and 
so  on.  I  think  that  is  a  bad  principle. 
If  you  have  sectional  representation  these 
men  wiU  go  there  to  fi^t  for  their  own 
section.  I  think  it  is  innnitely  better  that 
you  should  have  a  general  register  upon 
which  all  these  bodies  will  have  avoice,  and 
the  men  who  are  chosen  by  that  body, 
although'they  may  be  chosen  from  sections 
— I  hope  they  will  be,  so  that  every  section 
may  be  fairly  represented  on  the  body 
— uiey  will  be  answerable  to  all  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  river,  and  their 
main  concern  will  be  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  river  as  a  whole,  and  not 
of  uiy  one  particular  section.  Hierefore 
I  have  provided  for  a  general  roister 
and  not  a  sectional  one.  In  addition  to 
that,  I  have  provided  for  a  summary  and 
cheap  process  of  acquiring  land  for 
extension  and  development.  I  think  it 
will  be  unfair  to  inflict  upon  this  Port 
Authority  the  burden  of  coming  to 
Parliament  whenever  it  wants  an  addi- 
tional  acre  of  land.  It  wastes  time,  and 
time  is  of  great  importance,  and  it  adds 
enormously  to  the  cost  of  the  Port, 
whereas  there  is  really  nothing  to  be 
gained  except  that  those  interested  ^t 
extravagant  prices.  Therefore  I  provide 
a  cheap  and  summary  method  for  a(»iuiring 
and  assessing  the  value  of  land  between 
certain  points — from  Barking  Beach 
downwards,  because  practically  it  is 
waste  land  in  the  main.  Another  point  is 
'  that  I  have  some  provisions  for  the  housing 
'  of  those  who  will  be  engaged  in  anv 
work  of  the  kind.   The  PovrAntborlte  is 
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to  see  tihat  there  is  proper  accommodation 
for  those  who  are  occupied  in  new  docks, 
if  there  are  any  new  docks  at  all  set  up 
in  any  part  of  the  river.  I  have  also  a 
provision  for  dealing  with  casual  labour 
in  the  docks,  which  is  a  very  fruitful 
source  of  unemployment  and  distress  at 
the  jpresent  moment.  I  have  special 
provision  to  deal  with  that  in 
order  to  regularise  the  labour  in  the 
docks.  The  next  point  of  difference  is 
that  there  is  no  compulsory  purchase  of 
the  docks.  There  was  a  very  general 
feeling  against  a  compulsory  arbitration. 
It  has  been  rather  a  bitter  pill  in  London 
■in  one  or  two  instances,  and  the  traders 
of  the  river  fear  that  they  might 
have  to  pay  five  or  ten  millions 
more  than  the  concerns  were  really  worth. 
That  would  inflict  a  burden  for  all  time 
on  the  trade  of  the  river.  They  said 
'*  We  would  like  to  buy,  but  we  would 
like  to  know  what  we  were  baying,  and 
what  price  we  were  paying."  I  have  had 
negotiations  with  the  dockp,  after  having 
their  accounts  examined  by  one  of  the 
most  expert  accountants  in  the  City  of 
London.  He  subjected  all  their  accounts 
to  a  very  careful  investigation,  and  as  a 
result  of  the  negotiations  lip  to  this 
morning,  about  seven-eighths  of  the  dock 
accommodation  in  the  river  was  prepared 
to  oome  in  on  torma  which  I  think  are 
fair  to  all  parties,  and  then,  just  before  I 
came  into  the  Houses  I  am  very  glad  to 
state,  the  remaining  doek  came  in  and 
accepted  our  terms.  The  particulars 
will  be  supplied  to  the  House  and 
circulated  with  all  the  figures,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  found  that  we  have 
treated  them  very  fairly.  The  main 
principle  which  I  laid  down  was  lhat  we 
should  not  purchase  the  docks  at  a  price 
which  would  leave  a  burden  on  the  trade 
of  the  port,  but  that  the  revenue  of  the 
docks  should  be  such  as  would  adequately 
pay  the  interest  upon  the  stock.  I  think 
the  House  will  find  that  in  the  main  we 
have  been  able  to  adhere  to  that  principle, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  treat  the  share- 
holders quite  fairly  and  equitably.  That 
is  all  I  shall  be  able  to  say  at  the  present 
moment.  I  will  circulate  a  full  statement 
as  to  what  we  have  done.  We  have  had 
every  help  from  all  the  interests  con- 
cerned. I  have  consulted  them  all,  and 
the  interests  in  the  river  have  been 
extremely  helpful.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
problem,  as  everybody  who  has  attempted 
to  deal  with  the  matter  will  admit. 

Jfr.  Llo^Qtorge. 
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Nobody  knows  that  bettor  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposito  who  sat  on  the 
Commission  which  reported  and  which 
went  into  the  question  very  carefully. 
He  knows  how  many  conflicting  interests 
there  are,  and  how  very  delicato  it  is  to 
try  and  negotiate  between  them.  But  I 
must  say  that  they  have  been  very  helpfnl 
in  the  mun,  and  I  trast  that  as 
a  result  of  this  settlement^  which 
has  enabled  us  to  incorporate  the 
whole  oft  the  docks— because  the  G«n- 
misaion  reported  that  no  scheme  would 
be  complete  which  did  not  include  the 
docks  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fort 
Authority,  and  I  have  been  acting  under 
the  principle  which  was  laid  down  by  \he 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
on  that  Commission — they  have  all  now 
come  in;  and  I  trust  that  with  an 
authority  of  this  kind  something  will  be 
done  and  done  quickly  to  improre  the 
Port  of  London,  to  improve  its  faoUtiea, 
and  above  all,  to  improve  its  equipment, 
so  as  to  enable  it  to  otHnpeto  wi^  any 
port  in  the  world.   I  Ix^  to  move. 

Motitm  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  BiH 
to  provide  for  the  improvement  and 
better  administration  of  the  Fort  of 
London ;  and  for  purposes  incidental 
thereto," — {Mr.  noyd-Qeorge) — put^  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
LIoyd-Geoi^e,  Mr.  Bums,  Mr.  Buxton, 
Mr.  Harcoort,  and  Mr.  Kearley. 


PORT   OF  LONDON  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  improvement  and 
better  administration  of  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don; and  for  purposes  iiundental  there- 
to," presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  uptm 
Monday,  13th  April  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  192.] 


ABSENCE  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF 
WAYS   AND  MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence,  owing 
to  indisposition,  of  the  Chairman  ^  Ways 
and  Meami  fron^tl^^^XS^^je 
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SUPPLY  (5th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee, 

(la  the  Committee.) 

[Mr  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  N.)  in 
the  Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1908-^9. 

1.  je473,000  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Revenue  Buildings. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  had  a  lew  questions  to  ask  upon 
this  Vote,  but  before  he  did  so  he  would 
like  to  recommend  that  the  Paper  con- 
tainiDg  the  details  of  the  Votes  would  be 
more  strongly  stitched  together,  because 
his  copy  waAuUing  to  pieces  and  he  could 
not  find  the  place  be  wanted  although 
he  had  marked  it.  He  saw  that  there 
was  an  increase  of  £62,850  for  new 
works,  alterations  and  additions,  and 
although  hedid  not  say  it  was  not  necess- 
ary he  would  like  to  have  some  explana- 
tion of  it.  He  saw  at  the  same  time  that 
while  there  was  this  large  increase  of 
j£6 2,850  for  new  buildings  there  was  also 
an  increase  in  the  items  for  maintenance 
and  repairs.  He  could  not  see  why  with 
such  a  large  amount  of  new  works  there 
should,  be  such  an  increase  for  main- 
tenance and  repairs.  He  noticed  that  in 
regard  to  the  General  Post  Office,  called 
King  Bdward  VIL  building,  the  orig- 
inal estimate  was  £316,000,  the  ex- 
penditure up  to  3l8t  March  was  £60,000, 
and  the  Vote  required  for  this  year  was 
£85,000,  leaving  a  sum  of  £171,000 
unexpended.)  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  spend  so 
large  a  sum  as  £316,000  upon  King 
Edward  VIL  building  which,  he  gath- 
ered, was  the  General  Post  Office  in 
the  City.  He  Uiought  he  was  right  in 
saying  that  tbat  £316,000  did  not  include 
any  expenditure  on  the  land,  but  merely 
money  spent  on  the  building,  and  that 
was  an  exceedingly  large  sum  to  spend 
on  bricks  and  mortar.  He  did  not  know 
exactly  whether  the  item  "  Blackfriars 
new  power  station"  meant  an  electrical 
station,  but  if  so  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Post  Office  made  their  own 
electricity,  and  whether  they  had  con- 
sidered if  it  would  not  be  more  economical 
to  parchase  it  from  a  company.  He  had 
had  some  experience  of  the  making  of 
their  own  electricity  by  a  large  company 


in  London,  and  they  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  have  been  much 
cheaper  if,  instead  of  putting  down  their 
own  plant,  they  had  gone  to  an  electric 
supply  company.    Very  favourable  terms 
could  be   obtained  from  the  electric 
8um>ly  companies  for  a  large  supply, 
and  he  suggested  that  it  would  have 
been  wiser  to  endeavour  to  obtain  elec- 
tricity from  a  private  company  than 
to  spend  a  large  sum  of  more  than 
£40,000  on  a  new  ^wer  station.  He 
quite  admitted  that  if  a  large  amount 
of  money  had  already  been  expended  on 
buildings  and  plant  it  might  be,  unless 
there  was  an  opportunity  of  using  the 
building  for  some  other  purpose,  more 
economical  to  go  on  in  the  old  way.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  that  subject 
had  been  considered  and  whether  an 
estimate  had  been  obtained  from  any 
company  for  the  supply  of  electricity; 
whether   there    had    been   any  com- 
parison made  between  that  estimate  and 
the  cost  of  the  production  of  electricity 
by  the  Poat  Office;  and  whether  an 
estimate  had  been  prepared  of  the  loss 
that  might  accrue  if  tbe  existing  building 
and  plant  had  practically  been  scrapped. 
The  original  estimate  for  the  power 
station  was  £40,000,  the  revised  estimate 
was  £48,500.    That  was  an  increase  of 
20  per  cent,  on  the  original  estimate,  and 
he  would  like  to  know  why  the  increase 
was  so  exceedingly  large.     The  Post 
Office  was  accustomed  to  spend  large 
sums  of  money  every  year,and  it  wassome- 
what  surprising  with  the  very  large 
experience  they  bad  they  should  not 
have  been  able,  with  the  very  efficient 
staff  they  possessed,  to  have  prepared  a 
closer  estimate.    He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
the  thing  which  had  been  cMefly  drawn 
to  his  notice  in  the  cursory  examination 
which  he  had  been  able  to  make  of  the 
Estimates  was  that  in  many  instances 
there  had  been  a  very  considerable 
increase  on  the  or^nal  estimates,  and 
he   proposed,  where    thoy   had  been 
considerable,  to    ask    din    li^'hi.  \vm. 
Gentleman  to  giv^-  ilir  ro;i:Hi)ii,>.    Hp  did 
not  wish  to  cast  htiv    rtitli-vtifni  hIkil- 
soever  on  the  gtiiTlytin  ri  uhc  itrcpEiied 
the  Estimates,  but  fiu  would  puint  out 
that  unless  soma  vLgi];inuti  was  c?\ercised 
by  the  House  of  Commons  ihe  natural 
tendency  was  to  allow  things  to  bo  taken 
somewhat  easily,    and  to  reottf 
errors  by  increasii^  the  Esti 
hope  that  no  notio^.^if^s^ 
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them.     The  original  ^timato  for  the 
new  Post  Office  at  Southl&^nsington  was 
X18,700,  the  revised  estimam  ^^^'^^"i^ 
inoroaaeofjeSjOOO.  TheamouAfl^^^**^' 
however,  wag  only  £1,000  up  tb^^*"^  ' 
1908,  and  he  would  like  to  know  ^tt^ 
smali  a  sum  had  been  spent.    Of  cou 
the  building  bad  only  recently  been 
menced  there  was  nothing  further  to  be 
said.    In  the  case  of  the  Post  Office  at 
Blackpool  the   original   estimate  was 
£15,680,  the  revised  estimate  £20,500, 
and  the  expenditure  up  to  March,  1908, 
only  £500.    If  they  were  really  to  have 
a  Post  Office  at  Blackpool  the  work  ought 
to  be  set  about  in  a  businesslike  manner, 
and  so  small  an  ex^nditure  should  not 
be  made  on  a  building  which  was  lo 
cost  £30,500.   In  the  case  of  Bristol 
also  the  estimate  had  been  increased  from 
£36,780  to  £40,610,  and  there  again 
only  £1,000  had  been  spent.    He  would 
like  to  know  the  reason  for  this  small 
expenditure  on  all  these  big  Estimates. 
Had  it  anything  to  do  with  the  alteration 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  loans  t   Was  it  due  to  the  fact 
that  while  they  were  going  to  undertake 
large  works  they  were  not  able  to  get 
the  money  1  If  that  was  so,  was  that  the 
most  economical  way  of  doing  business  1 
The  whole  of  the  stafis  that  would 
inhabit  the  new  post  offices  when  com- 
pleted must  be  housed  somewhere,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  they  were  pay- 
ing rents  -which  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  pay  if  those  post  offices  were  complete. 
At  the  same  time  the  sites  had  been 
bought  and  the  interest  of  that  money  was 
running  with  no  ad%'antage  to  the  nation. 
That  was  not  a  wise,  economical,  or  busi- 
nesslike policy.  Hull  was  a  great  example. 
The  estimate  in  that  case  was  increiued 
from  £40,000  to  £58,000,  an  increase  of 
over  40  per  cent.    He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  give  a  good  explana- 
tion with  regard  to  it  It  was  not  open  to 
the  same  objection  as  the  others  he  had 
mentioned,  upon  which  only  a  little  had 
been  spent,  because  in  this  case  £36,000 
was  spent  up  to  the  end  of  last  year. 
With  regard  to  Edinburgh  there  had 
been  no  increase.    In  that  case  the 
'  estimate  was  £62,000,  but  that  was  a 
^  large  amount  to  spend  on  additional 
p  post  offices  in  Edinburgh,  and  he  would 
tlike  to  have  some  explanation  with  re- 
gard to  that. 
SirF.  Banbttiy. 
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f««»,Z«;  (COMMONS) 

^^^•V  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 

Augustine's)  did  not  complain  of  the 
claw  of  Votes  that  had  been  placed  upon 
or  the  order  in  which  they 


were  plac^>    '^^^  rieht  hon.  Gentl«nan 
was  quite  right  in  endeaTourine  to  secure 
the  principal  building  Votes  that  night. 
Although  he  might  not  be  able  to  obtain 
all  the  Votes  on  the  Paper  experience  had 
hown   that  in  the  Post  Office  great 
'  i^culties  occurred.    Either  they  had  to 
difltl*>(j  money  which  Parliament  had  not 
vised  or  else  they  were  delayed  in 
authoipi -J  on  contracts  for  large  works 
startinBol,  consequence,  might  be  set  back' 
which,  iK^  *he  bad  days  of  tiie  winter, 
owing  to^'^'n)  further  and  ask  that  in 
He  would  g|tlTnbers  of  the  Votee  might 
future  the  nirfani.t  the  principal  buildmg 
be  altered  so  thMLi  first  on  the  list  of  the 
Votes  might  standWoj.   The  House  would 
Estimates  of  Clause^^that  the  principal 
then  always  know  V||Aken  first.  This 
estimates  would  be  an  increase  of 

particular  Vote  showeo^ke  sum  included 
£86,000,  and  in  it  was  tr^  Edward  VII. 
for  the  post  office  in  King^i6,000.  Last 
Street,  which  was  to  cost  £^^^£60,000  was 
year,  out  of  the  sum  taken,^k  to  know 
spent,  and  he  would  lik^Lproceeding 
whether  the  building  was 
more  »iridly,  and  whether  t 
taken  tiiis  year  was  likely 
pended.    He  was  not  one  of  t 
thought  that  the  expenditure 
cessive,  but  he  desired  to  call 
to  the  large  amount  which  wa^  that 
re-voted,  by    which    he  meanAqjent 
money   already  voted  but  notl  par- 
was  re-voted.    In  regard  to  that\been 
ticular  building   £316,000   had  \feel 
sanctioned,  and  he  would  like  to\  be 
sure  that  the  money  was  goinc  t^^n 
spent  this  year,  because  they  would  g  ^ 
be  able  to  draw  their  own  conclusiongifjg. 
to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  builj(^^ 
would  reach  completion.    He  notii 
that  in  respect  of  these  two  Votes  al« 


£86,000 
be  ex- 
oae  who 
ex- 
ntioD 
being 


)ne 


the  amount  to  be  re-voted  this  year 
no  less  than  £86,000.    He  did  not,  *7 
course,  accuse  the  Department,  to  whi 
he  was  sincerely  attached,  of  havit^ 
made   any  wrong    estimate,   but  1^ 
would  like   to   see  this   practiee  c' 
re-voting    altered.     The    right  ho^ 
Gentleman  was  anxious,  doubtless,  to  gji 
on  with  the  building  as  fast  as  possiblo 
and  probably  he  put  dovrn  a  lar/*^ 
amount  of  monea^g^^Tg^'ogle 
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spent  during  the  current  year.  The  re- 
voting  was  in  regard  to  the  Blackfriars 
Power  Station  and  several  new  post 
ofiBces  in  London,  and  it  had  also 
reference  to  buildings  in  course  of 
oonabruction  in  country  distziots.  The 
re-voting  had  not  been  coD6ned  to  this 
year ;  last  year  there  were  twenty-eight 
items  in  which  re*voting  was  necessuy. 
With  regard  to  the  post  office  at  Canter- 
bury, he  should  like  to  know  what 
progress  was  being  made  with  the 
ouildiQg,  and  how  soon  the  public  might 
expect  to  have  an  uninterrupted  use  of  it. 
It  was  at  present  being  used  in  a  condi- 
tion of  only  partial  completion ;  there 
were  scaffolding  and  other  structures 
about,  the  site  being  occupied  by  the 

C office  and  the  Inkad  Revenue  office, 
total  amount  sanctioned  was  £1,700, 
and  it  appeared  that  of  that  sum  the 
amount  of  £1,370  was  wanted  for  1908-9, 
and  that  no  further  sum  would  be 
reo|iiired;  therefore,  he  concluded  he 
might  congratulate  himself  on  the  fact 
that  the  buildings  would  be  finished 
during  the  current  ^ear.  He  noticed 
that  there  was  an  increase  of  £7,000 
under  the  head  of  maintenance  for  the 
increased  cost  of  fuel.  He  took  it  that 
tha  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  making  his 
contracts  had  not  only  borne  in  mind  the 
present  rise  in  the  price  of  coal,  but  the 
possible  addition  which  mi^t  have 
to  be  made  sapposing  the  iBill  now 
hticm  Parliament  was  likely  to  obtain 
the  Koyal  Assent.  He  thought  that  it 
was  a  very  good  object  lesson  as  to  the 
increase  that  must  be  occasioned  not 
only  to  public  authorities,  but  to  poor 
private  consumers.  He  desired  to  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  hod 
CMisidered  the  prospective  rise  in  the 
priee  of  coal  in  making  his  estimates. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire.  Blackpool) 
said  he  had  not  understood  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  to  say  that  £25,600  was  too 
much  for  the  Post  Office  at  Blackpool. 

Sir  F.  BANfiUBY  said  he  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  or  was  not;  all 
he  objected  to  was  an  estimate  for 
£80,000  when  it  should  be  over  £25,000. 
It  was  a  bad  business  principle  not  to 
make  die  estimate  correspond  more  or 
less  wi^  the  amount  to  be  eiqwnded. 


Mr.  ASHLEY  said  that  if  the  hon. 
Baronet  visited  Blackpool  be  would  find 
t^at  £25,500  was  not  too  much.  What  he 
protested  against  was  that  the  original 
estimates  were  very  much  too  small,  and 
that  they  had  then  to  ask  Parliament  to 
sanction  a  larger  expenditure.  Surely 
there  must  be  somegreat  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  people  responsible  for  drawing 
up  the  Estimates.  Cn  course,  tiie  oireum- 
stanees  of  Blackpool  were  rather  different 
from  those  of  inland  towns,  and  it  might 
be  that  the  estimate  had  grown  owing  to 
the  enormous  increase  of  the  population 
of  Blackpool  during  the  summer  season ; 
still,  there  must  be  great  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  officials  in  not  drawing  up 
the  Estimates  for  the  proper  amount. 
Gould  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  the 
inhabitants  of  Blackpool  when  they 
would  get  their  post  office  ?  The  plans 
were  began  some  two  years  ago,  and  last 
year  l^e  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had 
been  most  sympathetic,  told  them  that 
the  post  office  would  be  commenced 
early  in  the  year,  but  in  February 
nothing  bad  been  done.  The  first  work 
was  done  some  four  days  before  the  end 
of  the  financial  year,  and  £500  put  down 
in  the  Estimates  had  not  been  expended ; 
therefore  practically  nothing  had  been 
done  during  some  months.  If  the 
amount  taken  was  to  be  £7,600  out  of 
the  total  of  £20,500,  then  be  could  not 
see  how,  at  the  very  earliest,  the  new 
post  office  at  Blackpool  would  be  open 
before  1911 ;  it  might  be  finished  at  the 
end  of  1910.  What  was  really  wanted 
at  Blackpool  was  a  post  office  in  the 
summer  time.  At  present  the  normal 
population  of  Blackpool  was  50,000,  and 
in  the  summer  it  was  150,000 ;  often  that 
number  came  on  a  day  trip ;  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  only  go  into 
the  present  post  office  and  see  how  ^reat 
was  the  absolute  confusion  which  existed, 
despite  all  the  efforts  of  the  officials  and 
of  the  local  authority  to  keep  order,  he 
was  sure  he  would  do  all  he  could  to 
expedite  the  work.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  give  him  some 
assurance  that  the  work  would  be  pressed 
forward  rapidly. 

•The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcoobt,  Lancashire, 
Bossendale)  said  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  pass  all  these  Votes,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Vote  26,?^J^pJi^^(|9^1^ 
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salary,  and  vhich  would  enable  Membera 

to  exatnine  hhn  further  in  Committee 
during  the  currency  of  the  present 
session.  In  regard  to  other  depart- 
ments it  was  immaterial  whether  the 
Estimates  were  passed  at  the  moment  or 
not,  because  when  the  discussion  was  over, 
a  Vote  need  not  be  carried,  but  might 
come  under  the  guillotine  at  the  end  of 
the  session.  But  in  his  Department  he 
was  concerned  with  building  operations, 
and  in  the  case  of  new  buildings  he  was 
most  unwilling  to  proceed  without 
definite  Parliamentary  authority.  It  was 
desirable  that  he  should  get  the  Votes  as 
early  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the 
financial  year,  because  in  England  the 
summer  was  the  most  valuable  period  for 
building  operations,  and  it  was  on  tiiat 
ground  he  wanted  Parliament  to  give 
him  the  authority  for  which  he  was  ask- 
ing that  night.  During  the  three  years 
he  had  been  responsible  he  had  always 
taken  the  Votes  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  after  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and  he  was  happy  to  say 
that  in  consequence  thei-e  had  been  a 
great  gain  of  efficiency  in  the  work  of 
the  Office.  He  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
assure  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London,  having  just  got  the 
figures  for  the  close  of  the  financial  year, 
that  the  surrenders  on  the  whole  of  the 
Votes  last  year  was  I|  per  cent.  He  was 
aare  that  tibia  did  ^reat  credit  to  the  staff 
who  BO  ably  earned  on  the  work.  The 
House  of  Commons  had  enabled  them  to 
start  early  by  giving  them  the  Votes 
early  last  year.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
asked  why  there  was'  an  increase  in 
new  works  generally.  There  had  been  a 
progressive  increase  for  many  years, 
owing  to  the  great  growth  of  the  postal 
service  throughout  the  country — an 
increase,  however,  he  was  happy  to  say, 
which  led  to  a  large  increase  of  revenue, 
though  it  did  not  come  to  the  Office  of 
Works,  but  went  to  the  general  service 
of  the  country.  With  regard  to  main- 
tenance, it  applied  not  only  to  new 
buildings  projected,  but  also  to  the 
larger  public  buildings  erected  in  the  last 
few  years.  The  fxxit  of  maintenance, 
therefore,  was  greater  than  it  had 
been  in  the  past.  Maintenance  did  not 
mean  repairs,  which  were  a  very  different 
thing;   it  meant  the  maintenance  of 

furniture,  the  electric  lighting  

Mr.  SoTGOwi. 


Sir  F.  BANBUBir :  Electric  lighting 
is  in  another  Vote. 

*Mr.  HABCOUET  :  Yes;  but  it  came 
under  maintenance.  With  reference  to 
King  Edward  VII's.  building,  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  rightly  assumed  was  the 
new  General  Post  Office  in  the  City  of 
London,  the  plans  were  decided  upon, 
and  he  thought  rightly  decided  apon, 
by  the  late  Government.  In  the 
hon.  Baronet's  view  of  tiie  extravannce 
of  the  late  Government,  he  diffored 
less  from  him  than  in  regard  to  many 
other  questions.  He  held  that  the  buila- 
ing  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  postal  business  of  the 
country,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  that 
rapid  progress  was  being  made  with 
it  owing  to  the  method  of  construc- 
tion, and  he  hvl  very  little  doubt  that 
the  money  provided  in  the  Estimates 
would  be  spent  by  the  end  cl  the  finandal 
year.  As  to  the  Blackfriara  Power 
Station,  on  fall  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances  it  was  considered  that  the 
supply  of  electricity  by  the  Post  Office 
itself  was  by  far  the  most  economical 
arrangement  that  could  be  come  to. 
The  hon.  Baronet  would  remember  that 
the  work  of  the  post  offices  involved  the 
use  of  a  far  larger  proportion  of  electric 
light  than  any  other  kind  of  work.  Thdr 
work  was  done  laraely  at  night,  and,  in- 
deed, manypost  offices  never  ckMed  day 
or  night.  The  hon.  Baronet  had  referred 
to  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  an  accurate 
estimate  of  what  these  buildings  would 
cost.  It  was  quite  true  that  he  had  given 
a  pledge  to  the  House  of  Commons  last 
year  which  he  hoped  they  would  see  at 
the  end  of  twelve  months,  whether  he 
was  there  or  whether  he  was  not,  had 
been  faithfully  observed.  In  the  past 
these  Estimates  which  had  been  put  down 
in  order  to  obtain  the  authority  of 
Parliament  had  been  conjectural  Esti- 
mates before  t^e  plans  and  specifications 
had  been  prepared.  He  did  not  think 
that  had  been  a  good  plan,  but  it  had 
been  followed  by  many  Governments  for 
a  great  length  of  time.  The  Post  Office 
stated  their  wants,  and  generally  the 
Office  of  Works  made  conjectural  Esti 
mates,  and  having  obtained  the  authority 
of  Parliament,  they  then  proceeded  to 
obtain  detailed  plans.    In  future  be 
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until  he  had  more  definite  plans,  and 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  specification 
which  would  enable  him  to  come  to  the 
House  of  Commons  with  a  formal  Esti- 
mate  which  would  be    more  closely 
adhered  to.    Of  course  thit  would  neces- 
sarily mean  delay  in  the  case  of  certain 
post  offices,  and  that  they  would  have  to 
wait  another  twelve  months,  because  he 
had  not  been  able  to  get  the  plans  at  the 
last  moment  which  would  satisfy  the 
limitations  which  he  had  laid  down.  The 
bon.  Baronet  had  asked  a  question  with 
regard  to  South  Kensington  post  ofhce. 
la  that  instance  there  had  been  an  exten- 
sion of  the  plans  originally  prepared. 
There  was  a  difficulty  in  supplying  plans, 
because  they  had  combined  with  the 
post  office  the  Meteorological  Office  on 
the  same  site.    That  accounted  for  the 
delay.     In     regard    to    Bristol,  the 
original  Estimate  did  not  provide  for 
the  fittings  and  furniture  which  were 
necessary,  becairae  it  was  not  possible  to 
to  arrive  at  a  specification  of  those  at  the 
time  the  Estimate  was  put  in.    On  a 
revision  of  the  plans  an  additional  story 
was  required  for  the  completion  of  the 
whole  building.    As  to  the  charges  as  to 
economy  and  extravagance  he  would  not 
interfere  with  quarrels  between  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he 
sympathised  with  him  in  the  accusation, 
tuioanded  he  was  quite  sure,  made 
against  him  by  his  colleague,  that  he  was 
unpatriotic  in  his  extravagant  ideas.  The 
excess  on  the  building  at  Hull  was  assented 
to  by  the  House  last  year,    lb  had  arisen 
mainly  because  the  foundations  were  found 
to  be  more  expensive  than  had  been  antici- 
pated.   The  hon.  Baronet  knew  how  diffi- 
cult it  was  before  the  ground  was  opened 
to  know  what  would  be  found  undemeatlf 
it.    There  were  difficulties  in  all  building 
operations  in  which  a  state  of  affiiirs  was 
discovered  under-groundlwhich  necessarily 
added  to  the  oost  or  the  foundation. 
Unfortunately  that  was  the  case  in  this 
post  office.    There  was  also  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  scheme,  and  again  Hull  was 
one  of  the  post  offices  which  was  down  on 
the  original  rough  estimate  and  not  on  the 
ultimate  plans.    That  was  a  system  which 
he  promised  should  be  changed  in  the 
future.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  St.  Augustine's  had  suggested 
that  there  should  be  a  re-numbering  of 
the  Votes.   He  thought  there  might  be 
someUiing  to  be  said  for  a  re-numoering 
in  tlw  future,  though  Uw  actual  numbering 


of  the  Estimates  made  very  little  difier- 
ence  as  the  Minister  in  charge  could  put 
the  Votes  down  in  whatever  order  he 
liked,  and  oci^asionally  it  nngbt  be 
necessary  to  put  first  a  Vote  which  was 
not  the  most  urgent  in  point  of  view 
of  authority  to  commence  building, 
but  urgent  owing  to  some  special  question 
which  excited  the  attention  of  the  House. 
For  instance,  in  previous  years  he 
had  put  early  in  the  list  the  Vote  for  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  because  there  was 
interest  in  the  ventilation  question, 
although  it  was  quite  impossible  thut  he 
could  spend  the  money  until  the  recess, 
and  it  might  well  have  come  at  the  end 
of  the  Votes.  The  money  taken  for  the 
Geneml  Post  Office  he  could  assure  the 
right  hon.  <ientleman  was  not  a  token 
figure,  but  the  figure  which  it  was  hoped 
to  be  able  to  expend  in  the  year.  There 
would  be  closer  Estimates  in  future  on 
the  definite  plans.  With  regard  to  the 
post  office  at  Canterbury,  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  interested, 
there  was  a  delay  first  of  all  as  to  the 
proposed  accommodation  for  telephones 
which  had  not  been  foreseen  by  the  Post 
Office  when  the  plans  were  made.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  aware 
that  ancient  light  difficulties  arose,  and  if 
there  was  any  difficulty  in  the  world 
which  was  more  obstructive  to  building, 
and  indeed  to  all  progress,  it  was  the 
question  of  ancient  lights.  There  was  a 
slight  added  difficulty  in  the  case  of 
Canterbury  due  to  the  contract  being 
carried  out  in  three  sections,  owing  to 
three  offices  being  erected  on  the  same 
site.  As  Co  the  fuel  contracts,  they  had 
been  made  after  full  consideration  as  to 
all  circumstances  which  were  likely  to 
occur  and  to  aflfect  the  price.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Blackpool  had  referred  again 
to  a  matter  which  he  had  had  very 
present  in  his  mind,  in  fact  which  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  allow  him  not  to 
have  present  in  his  mind.  It  was  the 
office  in  the  hon.  Member's  constituency, 
which  was  one  in  which  he  also  took  a 
very  great  interest,  because  so  many  of  his 
own  constituents  spent  their  holidays 
there.  The  delay  was  mainly  owing  to 
difficulties  with  the  Post  Office  in  settling 
the  building  scheme.  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber knew  no  telephone  exchange  was 
included  in  the  post  office,  but  it  was 
specially  necessary  in  a  place  of  that  kind 
where  people  went  for  a  short  time,  and  a 
telephonic  excha^p^jjifj^g^fj^ei^edded 


723 


{COMMOKS} 


724 


to  the  post  office.  That  had  necessitated 
the  whole  building  being  recast  and 
enlarged,  and  he  was  glad  to  say  the 
final  plans  had  now  been  approved, 
the  drawiogs  were  with  the  quantity 
surveyors,  and  the  work  would  go  on 
rapidly.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
woold  not  assume  that  the  future  pro- 
cess would  be  as  slow  as  might  be 
mdicated  by  the  amount  which  they 
thought  it  necessary  to  take  this  year. 
In  the  following  year  the  progress  with 
that  post  office  would  be  much  more 
rapicL 

Mb.  ASHLEY :  Could  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemim  sa^  if  there  is  any  chance  of 
the  post  office  being  ready  by  the 
summer  of  1910 1 

*Mr.  HAKCOURT  said  he  should  cer- 
tainly think  80,  but  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  consider  that  he  had 
given  a  definite  pledge,  because  he  had 
no  fairy  wand  whum  would  ^ect  its 
completion. 

Mr.  SXUABT  WOBTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  asked  how  it  came  about  that 

out  of  £15,700  voted  last  year  for  the 
new  post  office  at  Sheffield,  only  £8,300 
had  been  spent,  and  what  speciu  circum- 
stance had  intervened  to  prevent  the 
more  rapid  progress  of  the  work.  It  was 
some  time  ago  since  he  had  introduced  a 
deputation  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
predecessor  in  office,  and  persuaded  his 
Department  to  buy  the  sito  and  commence 
the  work.  At  that  time  they  were  able 
to  convinoe  him  that  a  new  Post  Office 
was  urgently  needed  because  the  old  one 
was  insanitary  to  the  officers  and  the 
public.  How  much  more  must  this- be 
the  case  now  after  these  years  had 
el  ■ 


*Mr.  HARCOURT  was  sorry  to  say 
that  there  had  been  a  very  unfortunate 
delay  over  the  preparation  of  the  second 
contract  for  that  post  office.  He  very 
much  regretted  it,  and  the  nutter  would 
now  go  on  much  more  rapidly. 

Mr.  HOWELL  DAVIES  (Bristol,  S.) 
urged  the  desirability  of  pushing  on  with 
the  post  office  at  Bristol.  He  found  him- 
self encouraged  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  to  ask  why  it  was 
that  only  £1,000  had  been  spent  in  the  kst 
Estimates  upon  the  City  of  Bristol  The 

Mr.Sammrt 


ground  for  the  extension  of  the  post 
office  was  bought  sevwal  years  ago,  and 
the  then  ocoupierB  had  removed  and 
built  elaborato  offices  elsewhere.  Fen* 
some  years  the  work  of  the  Bristol  post 
office  had  been  most  inconveniently 
carried  on.  Throughout  the  whole  his- 
tory of  the  post  office  at  Bristol  there 
had  been  on  the  part  of  successive  Govern- 
ments a  parsimony  which  had  been  its 
own  enemy  in  the  long  run.  The  poet 
office,  as  it  was  first  built,  was  built 
very  much  too  small,  and  two  or  three 
adcutions  had  been  made  to  it  already. 
He  was  not  at  all  surorised  at  the  ex- 
planation whidi  the  First  GommusioDer 
had  given  for  the  increase  in  the  Esta- 
mates  that  a  new  floor  had  had  to  be 
built.  If  the  extension  took  as  long  as 
former  extensions  had  taken  they  would 
be  wanting  an  additional  extension  «s 
soon  as  it  was  finished.  He  hoped 
the  matter  would  be  pushed  on  with  all 
speed  now.  They  had  waited  for  several 
years,  and  the  necessity,  as  the  Fost- 
mastor^General  knew,  was  very  great 
indeed. 

Lord  BALGABBES  (Lancashire, 

Chorley)  desired  to  say  a  word  on  the 
Parliamentary  aspect  of  the  discussion  as 
put  before  the  House  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  had  appealed  to  the 
Committee  to  give  him  the  Votes  during 
that  sitting.  So  far  as  he  and  his  friends 
were  concerned  they  did  not  intend  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  that,  but  he  must 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
in  past  years  when  he  (Lord  Baloarres) 
had  been  responsible  for  the  Votes  the 
House  had  not  given  the  Votes  of  Class 
I.  in  a  single  day.  He  did  not  remember 
a  single  case  in  which  they  had  done  it. 
He  did  not  object,  but  especially  on  a  day 
when  probably  the  whole  of  the  evening 
would  be  occupied  by  an  alien  subject 
owing  to  a  Motion  for  Adjournment  it 
might  well  be  difficult  for  the  Votes  to 
be  granted.  If  the  Votes  were  not 
granted  and  tUxej  could  not  get  another 
day  for  their  disousaion,  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  take 
tlut  as  the  verdict  of  the  Honse  that  he 
was  not  entitled  to  go  forward  with 
the  rest  of  his  Votes.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  indicated  clearly  enough 
that  if  he  could  not  get  the  Votes 
of  this  Class  it  might  check  building 
operations  all  over  the  country,  and 
that  would  be  an  unfc 
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He  quite  i^eed  that  it  would  be  un- 
fortunate if  that  were  tiie  case,  but  he 
did  not  admic  for  a  moment  that  because 
the  House  from  <»ie  cause  or  another 
found  itaelf  unable  to  pass  all  the  Votes 
on  one  day,  die  Department  was  debarred 
from  continuing  the  Votes.    That  was 
financial  purism  carried  to  a  ridioulous  ex- 
tent.   If  he  thought  that  danger  really 
existed  he  was  entitled  to  take  a  larger 
Vote  on  Account  than  had  hitherto  been 
the  practice  of  the  Department,  and  in 
that  way  he  could  obviate  the  difficulty 
if  it  ever  arose.    The  building  operations 
now  in   progress   were  being  carried 
out  from  the  money  of  the  Vote  on 
Account.     If  that  money   proved  in- 
sufficient for  the  three  or  four  months  or 
whatever  the  period  might  be,  he  hoped 
next  year  the  sum  taken  would  be  in- 
creased in  order  to  prevent  the  anomaly 
of  a  suspension  of  the  building  opera- 
tions under  Class  I.  until  Supply  had 
been  guillotined  at  the   end   of  the 
session.    Agun  he  would  make  an  ob- 
servatira  not  directly  connected  with 
any  special  item  in  the  Estimate,  but 
with  regard  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's general  explanation.    He  had  told 
them  tuit  he  had  given  a  pledge  to  Parlia- 
ment to  provide  firm  estimates,  and 
that  by  so  doing  he  would  not  have  to 
vary  the  Estimates  so  much  as  in  past 
years.     He  did  not  object  to  that  at 
all,  but  he  would  rather  that  a  fluid 
Estimate  was  presented  to  Parliament, 
an  Estimate  subject  porhaps  to  large 
variations,  than  that  necessary  public 
works  should  be  delayed.   He  had  said 
that  to  carry  out  his  pledge  that  notbing 
but  firm  estimates  should  be  presented 
miffht  delay  the  beginninj^  of  new  public 
buudings.   ABSuming  for  instance  that  a 
firm  Estimate  only  arrived  in  the  middle 
of  March,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
incorporate  it  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
forthcoming  year,  and  consequently  the 
building  would  have  to  tie  delayed. 
There  again  he  trusted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  going  to  carry 
technical  compliance  with  that  admirable 
Minciple   too  far.    No   doubt  if  the 
Estimates  were  fluid  and  subject  to  large 
variations,  hon.  Members  liJce  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  might 
claim  that  they  had  been  carelessly 
drawn  up,  but  the  public  service  would 
stop  if  owing  to  the  desire  for  that  pre- 
cisioD  the  Office  of  Works  found  itself 
debarred   from  |vesenting  a  general 


Estimate  such  as  they  now  presented,  for 
instance,  in  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Vote.   In  foreign  works  it  was  obviously 
necessary  that  general  sums  should  be 
voted  owing  to  the  impossibility,  many 
of  these  places  being  weeks  and  months 
away  from  home,  of  getting  accurate 
figures  in  time  for  the  printing  of  the 
estimates.    $ums  of  money  were  voted 
year  after  year  although  no  specific 
estimate  had  been  supplied.    He  was 
prepared  to  support   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  extending  that  prindple 
to  Votes  within  the  Imited  Kingdom, 
because  although  there  might  be  technical 
and  possibly  financial   objections  die 
interest  of  ue  public  service  demuided 
(Jhat  the  buildings   should  be  begun 
at  the   earliest   possible  opportunity. 
One  of  his  hon.  friends  thought  the 
Estimates  were  liable  to  increase  owing 
to  carelessness  in  the  Department  of  the 
Office  of    Works.     Those  who  made 
charges  of  that  kind  did  not  realise  the 
difficulties  which  had  to   be  faced  by 
architects  and  surveyors  in  preparing 
estimates  for  buildings.-   As  a  rule  it  wss 
the  tyranny  of  die  Treasury  and  financial 
purists  who  made  enormous  difficulties 
which  greatly  increased  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates.    When  the  Office  of  Works 
felt  itself  obliged  to  present  an  Estimate 
it  had  to  do  so  subject  to  Treasury 
control,  and  they  would  probably  be  told 
that  they    were    proposing   to  spend 
£6,000,  £10,000  or  £20,000  too  much. 
Of  course,  the  Office  of  Works  had  to 
acquiesce.  The  building  would  be  started, 
and  later  on  it  was  often  found  that  the 
requirements  of  the  public  service  do- 
manded  a  buildii^  of  the  dimensious  set 
forth  in  the  original  EsdmatCi  and  a 
revised  Ifotimate  had  to  be  presented. 
Often  in  that  way  the  Office  of  Works  was 
blamed,  whereas  nobody  was  really  to 
blame  but  the  Treasury.    He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  hon.  Members  would  lay 
the  blame  on  the  right  shoulders.  He 
urgeti  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
event  of  his  Votes  not  being  passed — a 
Parliamentary  contingency  which  might 
happen  to  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  or 
to  any  other  Minister- — he  would  not 
necessarily,  on  that  account,  suspend 
building  operations  in  connection  with 
works  which  ou^ht  to  be  undertaken  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

*Mr,  HARCOURT  said  he  would 
push  on  the  buildingi  (^eis^ns^^in^-aU 
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possible  rapidity.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Cborley  had  expressed  some 
doubt  as  to  the  likelihood  of  his  getting  his 
Votes  that  night  before  8,15.  Last  year 
the  House  wus  good  enough  to  give  him 
these  Votes  before  8.15,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Vote  for  his  salary,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  do  the  same  again 
upon  that  occasion.  M»ny  of  the 
works  which  had  been  referred  to  had 
already  been  authorised  by  Parliament, 
andiit  was  on  those  works  that  the  Vote  on 
Account  was  spent.  It  was  most  unusual 
for  the  Office  of  Works  or  any  other 
Department  to  commence  new  works  in 
anticipation  of  the  decision  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  would  be  an  unfortunate 
rule  to  lay  down,  because  Parliament  was 
entitled  to  assert  its  authority  before 
new  works  were  commenced. 

Lord  BALGARKES  said  he  drew  a 
clear  distinction  between  new  works  and 
new  services.  The  Office  of  Works  would 
be  justified  in  beginning  new  works,  but 
not  new  services.  They  often  began  new 
works  in  anticipation  of  Parliamentary 
sanction. 

Mr.  watt  ((Glasgow,  College)  called 
attention  to  the  small  sum  allocated 
to  Scotland  in  this  Vote.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  any  Scottish  blood  in  his  veins,  but 
he  shouM  imagine  he  had  not,  judging 
by  the  Vote.  He  hoped  that  in  future 
he  would  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
population  of  the  country  north  of  the 
Tweed  wasabout  one-seventh  orone-eighth 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  that  that 
proportion  of  his  expenditure  ought  to  go 
to  Scotland.  He  thought  also  that  more 
of  it  should  be  spent  in  Glasgow  j  moat 
of  the  money  for  Scotland  in  this  Vote 
was  being  spent  in  Edinburgh,  £62,000 
for  a  post  office  there,  and  £22,000  for 
new  Law  Courts,  while  Glasgow  had  to 
be  content  with  a  paltry  £1,850.  He 
hoped  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
would  in  future  see  that  in  ^ving  ScotUnd 
money  it  was  equally  distnbuted. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  not  forty  Members  present 

House  counted;  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present, 

Mr.  hicks  beach  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury)  said  the  speech  of  the  hon. 

Mr.  Hareowi 


Member  for  Glas^v  was  a  most  extnir 
ordinary  one  coming  from  a  member  of 
the  party  of  economy.  Here  they  had 
an  hon.  Member  solemnly  complaining 
that  more  money  was  not  spent  in  the 
first  place  north  of  the  Tweed,  and, 
secondly,  in  his  own  constituency  of 
GUsgow. 

Mr.  WATT:  There  is  a  constant 
demand  for  money  in  Glasgow. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  argued  that  money  ought 
to  be  spent  in  Glasgow  because  it 
was  being  spent  in  other  parts  of  Uie 
country.  He  presumed  that  the  Min- 
ister in  charge  of  the  Vote  had 
selected  the  places  where  the  expenditure 
was  most  needed.  It  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary thing  for  an  hon.  Member  to 
upbraid  a  Minister  for  not  spending  more 
money  in  his  own  constituency.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  question  in  regard  to  the  new  post 
office  at  Borden  Camp,  one  of  the  mili- 
tary stations  in  Hampshire.  What  was 
the  necessity  for  erecting  a  post  office 
there  1  He  would  also  like  to  know  if 
the  War  Office  was  going  to  contribute 
anything  towards  the  cost.'  Was  the 
amount  to  come  entirely  from  Post  Office 
funds,  or  would  any  of  it  appear  on  the 
Vote  for  the  War  Office?  He  thought 
the  War  Office  should  contributo  if  the 
new  post  office  was  r  quired  entirely  for 
the  use  of  the  military  authorities. 

•Mu.  HARCOURT  stated  in  reply  to 
the -hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  chat  his 
countrymen  had  in  the  past  been  so  in- 
sistent and  successful  that  they  had 
obtained  almost  everything  they  wanted, 
and  poor  England  was  now  trying  to 
make  up  leeway.  In  regard  to  the 
Borden  Camp  post  ofiice,  that  was  dealt 
with  in  the  Estimates  last  year, 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) 
desired  to  join  his  brother  Scot  in 
his  protest  that  Scotland  was  most 
grossly  neglected  by  the  Treasury. 
They  could  vote  handsome  sums  of 
money  to  Ireland,  but  their  bowels  of 
com)iassion  did  not  extend  to  Scotland. 
He  would  be  able  on  another  Vote  to 
show  how  a  most  important  building  had 
been  neglected  by  the  Treasury. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  the  com- 
plaint of  the  hon.  Me^^^^t^^Jaagow 
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was  not  that  there  was  in  Qhuigow  any 
necearity  for  a  new  post  office  or  other 
new  bailding.  What  he  argued  was 
that  there  was  a  eiven  sum  going  to  be 
spent  in  Great  Britain,  that  Scotland 
contained  one-seventh  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Qreat  Britain,  and  therefore  the 
Bum  to  be  spent  should  be  divided  by 
aeven,  and  one-serentii  given  to  Scotland. 

Thk  deputy  -  chairman  :  We 
MDDot  debate  a  matter  of  that  kind  now. 

Sib.  F.  BANBUBY  said  that  that  was 
what  the  hon.  Member  said,  and  it  wonld 

be  a  very  Berioiis  thing  if  they  were  going 
to  spend  money  accoraing  to  the  popula- 
tion, and  not  according  to  actual  require- 
ments. He  thanked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  informing  the  Committee  that  he 
intended  to  abide  by  the  statement  he 
made  last  year  to  the  effect  that,  as  soon 
as  it  could  be  done,  the  Estimates  for  build- 
ings would  be  put  upon  a  firmer  basis. 
He  approved  of  the  promise  that  the 
Estimates  should  be  put  on  something 
like  an  accurate  basis.  Unless  that  were 
done  it  was  impossible  for  the  Committee 
to  know  what  amount  of  money  was 
being  spent,  and  he  was  sure  that  that 
was  not  at  all  in  the  interest  of  the 
House  of  Commons  itself,  or  of  the 
coufitry.  When  he  made  a  remark  about 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  buildings 
for  the  post  office,  and  t^t  the  time  hw 
arrived  when  it  was  unnecessary  to 
spend  more  money  on  buildings,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  t^at  there 
hiu  been  a  great  increase  in  the  post 
office  work.  He  did  not  think  that  such 
an  increase  had  been  going  on  ;  there 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  post  office 
expenditure,  but  not  of  the  work. 

Mr.  HAfiCOUBT :  There  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  revenue. 

Sir  F.  BANBT7RY:  Not  so  great  as 
in  the  ejqwnditure.  There  had  been 
Also  a  great  increase  in  the  expenditure 
on  the  telegraphs.  He  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentieman  had  quite  inad- 
vertently omitted  to  answer  an  important 
question  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
at.  Augustine's  division  of  Kent.  The 
vote  for  fuel  amounted  to  X52,000  com- 
pared with  £46,000  Uat  year.  He  would 
like  to  know  the  reason  for  that  increase  of 
X6,0OO,  because  it  was  well  known  that 
there  had  been  a  large  fall  in  the  price 
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of  coal  during  the  last  few  months.  He 
himself  had  made  contracts  for  coal 

recently  at  considerably  lower  prices 
than  last  year.  His  hon.  friend  near 
him  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  large 
item  for  candles  included  in  the  Vote. 
Candles  were  an  old-fashioned  means  of 
illumination  —  he  used  them  himself. 
When  they  were  spending  £48,000  for 
electric  apparatus  and  electric  light  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  and  the  sub- 
offices,  why  should  they  go  back  to 
cand^t 

♦Mr.   HARCOURT  said  that  the 

estimates  of  the  coal  contracts  were 
made  not  now,  but  in  the  end  of 
the  year — December  ;  ■  and  probably  the 
price  of  coal  was  higher  last  December 
than  it  was  in  December  twelve 
months  ago.  There  had  also  been  a 
larger  consumption  of  coal  on  account 
of  the  larger  number  of  offices.  It 
was  a  question  of  amount  of.  coal  con- 
sumed rather  than  an  enlargement  of 
price. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  coal  contracts  were  made 
in  December.  It  was  quite  true  that  in 
last  December  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
coal  had  not  taken  effect.  But  he  would 
eay  that  December  was  the  very  worst 
month  of  the  year  in  which  coal  contracts 
should  be  entered  into. 

*Mr.  HARCOURT  said  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  contracts  were 
made  in  December,  but  that  he  had  to 
make  up  his  Estimates  in  December. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  say  that  the  contracts 
were  entered  into  in  December,  but  he 
now  understood  that  the  sum  in  the  Vote 
was  practically  an  estimate  of  what  the 
cost  of  the  coal  would  be  and  not  an 
accurate  statemrait  of  the  cost. 

Mr.  HARCOURT  assented. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinburgh,  Central) 
said  he  did  not  know  why  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  should  urge  for  a 
larger  amount  of  money  for  Glasgow  at 
the  expense  of  Edinburgh.  There  was 
DO  capital  in  the  Empire  on  which  there 
was  SO  small  an  expenditure  of  public 
money  as  on  Edinburgh.  SevgfaUmndted 
thousand  pounds  m<^ '^^b^^^QbiiElii 
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Glasgow  than  in  Edinburgh.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  righ:  hon.  Gentleman 
was  responsible  for  the  choice  of  sites 
for  the  po^t  office  buildings  in  the  pro- 
vinciiil  towns.  Last  summer  he  had 
been  in  Stomoway,  and  was  bound  to 
say  that  the  new  post  office  there  had 
beon  placed  on  the  most  inconvenient 
site,  far  away  from  the  business  part  of 
the  town.  He  knew  that  the  same  com- 
plaint had  been  made  in  regard  to  various 
other  towns  in  Scotland;  and  in  choosing 
sites  for  new  post  offices  greater  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  oonvenience  of  the 
budneas  part  of  the  community. 

*Mr,  HARCOXJRT  :  I  do  not  choose 
the  sites.  That  is  done  by  the  Post 
Office  authorities. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding £342,900,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  tlio 
sum  necessary  to  defray  tfae  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1909,  in  respect  of  sundry 
Public  Buildings  in  Great  Britain,  not 
provided  for  on  other  Votes." 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGT.AS  said  he 
noticed  that  there  whs  an  increase  on 
this  Vote  this  year  of  £59,900.  That 
increase  was  largely  accounted  for  by 
expenditure  on  two  or  three  large 
buildings.  The  first  was  for  the 
buildings  in  Spring  Gardens  for  the 
official  residences  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  and  the  First  Sea  Lord. 
He  wanted  to  know  what  progress  was 
being  made  with  those  buildings  and 
when  they  might  look  forward  to 
the  much  desired  and  long  expected 
opening  from  the  Mall  to  Charing  Cross. 
He  eaw  that  there  was  still  £34,000  to 
be  expended  after  this  year  for  the 
completion  of  the  buildings,  but  he 
supposed  that  most  of  that  would  be 
for  internal  fitiings,  and  that  it  was 
possible  that  the  roadway  might  be  opened 
before  thebuildii^s  were  finally  completed. 
He  also  asked  whetherany  further  negotia- 
tions had  taken  place  with  the  London 
County  Council  in  regi^rd  to  the  widening 
of  the  approach  of  the  now  roadway  on 
the  eastei'U  side  of  Drumniond's  Bank. 
Six  or  seven  years  ago  when  he  was  at 
the  Office  of  Works  certain  negotiations 
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were  entered  into  with  regard  to  the 
demolition  of  the  buildings  opposite 
Drummond's  Bank.  He  asked  whether 
there  was  any  chance  of  a  better  approach 
being  made  than  he  vas  able  to  effect. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  beeD  so 
fortunate  in  the  many  negotiations  he 
had  conducted  that  he  hoped  he  had  had 
greater  luck  than  he  (Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas)  had  in  his  dealings  with  regard 
to  this  site.  He  looked  forward  to  the 
new  Mall  as  being  one  of  the  finest 
additions  ever  made  to  the  appearance  of 
London.  They  knew  what  the  effect 
would  be  inside  the  Park,  and  it  would 
be  a  great  pit^  if  it  was  marred  by  the 
narrowness  of  the  approach.  He  under- 
stood that  the  buildings  when  com- 
pleted would  be  occupied  by  the  First 
Lord  of  ihe  Admiralty  and  the  First  Sea 
Lord,  and  that  their  present  residences 
wouM  be  handed  over  for  official 
Admiralty  purposes.  He  took  it  that 
considerable  alterations  would  be  neces 
sary,  and  he  trusted  that  in  the  interest 
of  the  entrance  to  the  Horse  Guards 
Pu>ade  there  would  be  some  alteration  so 
as  to  bring  it  into  greater  touch  with  the 
existing  Admiridty  buildings.  He  would 
like  to  see,  if  money  were  forthcoming,  the 
removal  of  that  very  insignificant  building 
alongside  the  Admiralty — the  present 
Pay  Office.  The  next  item  to  which  he 
wished  to  draw  attention  was  the  amount 
of  £10,000  out  of  the  required  expendi- 
ture of  £58,500  for  the  extension  of  the 
National  Gallery,  which  he  understood 
would  cover '  only  a  ptirtion  of  the  site 
occupied  by  St.  George's  Barracks.  That 
led  him  to  ask  whether  those  barracks 
were  now  empty,  excepting  that  portion 
used,  he  believed,  by  the  Recruiting 
Department.  He  took  it  that  that 
was  not  yet  empty,  for  there  was 
an  item  down  on  the  same  page  for 
£25,000  for  the  buildings  in  Great 
Scotland  Yard  for  the  new  Recruiting 
Station.  He  might  say  that  that 
was  an  admirable  site  for  that  par- 
ticular purjiose.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  have  had  a  better. 
It  would  take  some  time  to  complete  the 
new  building,  but  when  completed  he 
understood  that  the  whole  of  t*>e  barracks 
behind  the  National  Qallery  were  to  be 
taken  over  so  that  the  National  Gallery 
could  be  made  secure  from  the  risk  of 
fire — a  subject  much  discussed  of  late, 
and  space  would  be  found  for  very 
much  needed  ezbennon.^-iie^v^hed  also 
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to  ask  a  question  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
expenditure  of  £95,000— ^£5,000  of  which 
was  to  be  spent  this  year — for  additional 
Courts  of  Justice  in  iJondoQ  to  the  west  of 
the  existing  Royal  lAwN[yourt8.  That  Vote 
of  course  committed  them  to  the  policy  of 
bailding  more  Courts  in  London.  He 
noticed    that    the    hon.  Member  for 
Preston  put  a  question  that  day  to  the 
Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer  as  to 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  not  be 
more  desirable  to  increase  the  powers  of 
the  county  Courtd  in  order  to  lessen  the 
work  of  the  Courta  in  London,  but  he  did 
not  get  a  specific  answer.   However  that 
might    be,    he     thought     it  was 
apparent  tjiat  the  site  proposed  was 
a  reasonable  and  proper  one  on  which 
to  |dace  the  new  Courts.    When  he 
was  at  the  Office  of  Works  great  com- 
plaints were  made  against  the  idea  of 
Doilding  on  that  space.    Personally,  he 
had  never  had  any  sympathy  with  those 
complaints,  because  that  site  was  purchased 
for  the  purpose  of  building  law  Courts, 
and  although  the  garden  ground  was 
extremely  ornamental  and  desirable,  con- 
sidering the  enormous  cost  of  the  land  in 
that  particular  neighbourhood  he  did 
not  think  they  would  be  justified  in  con- 
tinuing to  occupy  it  as  an  ornamental 
nrden.    Some  day  or  other  the  new 
Courts  would  have  to  be  built  upon  it. 
He  asked  whether  the  item  incluaed  the 
cost  of  any  temporary  Courts  which 
would  be  constructed  before  the  per- 
manent   buildings    were    erected,  or 
whether  it  was  the  total  expenditure 
for  the  addition^  accommodation  re- 
quired for  the  Judges  of  this  country. 
There  was  an  item  on  the  next  page  in 
regard  to  £3,000  for  alterations  in  con- 
sequence of  changes  at  the  Treasury  and 
the  Home  Office.   He  thought  that  that 
meant  changes  in  respect  to  the  occu- 
uncy  of  the  Home  Office  and  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  latter  Depart- 
ment was  to  be  transferred  to  the  new 
building  in  Parliament  Street ;  and  that 
the  Home  Office  was  to  occupy  the  space 
thus  vacated.    Were  there  no  other  new 
dispositions  in  contemplation  1    It  was  in 
his  recollection  that  the  whole  of  that 
moe  would  be  wanted  for  the  work  of  the 
Home  Office,  and  that  great  inconvenience 
existed  now  in  having  some  departments 
housed  outside  the   present  building. 
There  was  one  item  which  he  did  not 
nuderstand  and  he  apologised  for  raising 
a  question  about  it,  because  it  was  in 


italics.  In  connection  with  the  Sta- 
tionery Office,  £6,000  was  voted  on 
account  last  year  for  the  erection  o£  a 
warehouse.  He  would  lilra  to  know 
what  the  actual  sum  spent  was,  because 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  look  at  the 
Estimates  for  last  year  he  would  see  that 
in  this  respect  he  had  a  free  hand,  and  he 
saw  no  further  amount  was  asked  for 
this  year.  He  thought  he  was  right  in 
concluding,  therefore,  either  that  the 
work  on  the  warehouse  in  question  was 
concluded  for  the  sum  of  £5,000,  or  else 
that  the  warehouse  had  been  abandoned. 
Then,  in  regard  to  the  Buke  of  York's 
military  school,  there  was  an  item  of 
£5,000  for  the  removal  of  furniture  from 
the  present  school  to  the  new  school  at 
Dover,  and  he  would  ask  when  the 
buildings  would  be  completed,  or  whether 
they  were  completed.  He  took  it  that 
they  were,  at  all  events,  to  be  completed 
this  year,  or  otherwise  this  item  for 
furniture  would  not  appear  on  the 
Estimates.  He  would  like  to  know,  in 
addition  to  the  time  at  which  they  would 
be  completed,  when  it  was  expected  that 
the  transfer  of  the  school  would  talm 
place  to  much  better  and  healthier  sur- 
roundings, on  a  site  adjoining  Dover 
Castle.  There  was  another  question 
which  he  thought  arose  on  this  Vote, 
althoughj^he  had  not  been  able  to  put 
his  finger  upon  the  item  which  he  under- 
stood was  included  in  public  works.  It 
had  reference  to  the  maintenance  of 
Walmer  Castle.  He  thought  that  was 
tran^erred  within  the  last  three  or  four 
years  to  the  Office  of  Works,  and  in- 
cluded in  the  Vote  for  it,  but  he  did  not 
see  any  item  down  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  house  and  grounds.  The  House 
would  remember  that  on  the  resignation 
of  Lord  Curzon  as  Lord  Warden  the 
official  residence  was  given  up  and 
the  historic  rooms  were  thrown  open 
to  the  public,  as  were  also  the  gardens, 
and  they  were,  he  understood,  in  future 
to  be  maintained  by  the  Office  of  Works. 
But  he  did  not  see  any  item  down  with 
regard  to  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
gardens,  and  he  would  like  to  know  why 
it  was.  Further,  he  understood  from  the 
Press  that  the  present  Lord  Warden  was 
likely  to  occupy  an  offibcial  residence  at 
Dover  Castle.  He  did  not  know  whether 
that  was  true  or  not,  and  whether, 
I  if  BO,  that  portion  of  the  lustori*}  buitding 
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would  come  under  the  Oflice  of  Works  or 
remain  under  the  War  Office.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  any  extension  was 
contemplated  in  consequence  of  the 
Lord  Warden  taking  up  his  residence  at 
Dover  Castle. 

Sir  WILLIAM  BULL  (Hammersmith) 
asked,  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
Law  Courts,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
make  any  extension  in  the  western  area. 
He  would  be  very  sony  to  see  that  piece 
of  land  built  upon,  not  only  because  of 
the  beauty  of  the  grass  and  flowers  and 
because  it  was  one  of  the  playgrounds  of 
the  children  living  at  the  back  of 
St.  Clement  Dane  in  some  of  the 
slums,  but  because  any  building  on  the 
lawn  would  mask  and  hide  that  beautiful 
building,  the  Bankruptcy  Court.  He 
would  lil»  to  be  informed  whether 
Street,  Uie  architect,  knowing  that  ex- 
tensions were  contemplated,  prepared  any 
plans,  and  if  not,  whether  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  had  any  idea  of 
the  kind  of  architecture  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  adopt.  It  was  a  very  im- 
portant matter. 

•Mb.  HABCOURT  said  that  he 
Gould  not  fix  the  exact  time  wben 
the  roadway  through  the  new  Ad- 
miralty buildings,  which  were  to  be 
put  up  at  the  end  of  the  Mall,  was  likely 
to  be  open,  but  he  thought  in  less 
than  two  years.  The  structure  was 
going  up  now  pretty  rapidly,  and  he 
hoped  they  might  open  the  road  through 
into  the  Mall  before  the  internal  work  of 
the  buildings  had  been  completed.  Only 
one  half  of  the  buildings  thkt  were  being 
erected  would  be  devoted  to  the  First 
Lord  and  the  First  Sea  Lord  ;  the  other 
half  would  become  part  of  the  Admiralty 
buildings.  When  the  residence  at  the 
old  Admiralty  had  been  vacated  and 
adapted  for  Adnuralty  uses  he  would 
gladly  consider  the  suggestion,  which 
had  been  present  to  his  mind,  that  the 
building  linking  the  beautiful  Horse 
Guards  with  the  other  block  should  be 
brought  into  a  greater  measure  of  harm- 
ony. It  might  be  necessary  to  reface  the 
Paymaster- General's  office,  and  he  did 
not  imagine  that  the  artistic  value  of 
that  curious  building  would  suffer  there- 
by. With  regard  to  the  houses  still 
standing,   the   right   hon.  Gentleman 
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would  remember  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment considered  that  they  had  done 
their  part  in  clearing  the  roadway  throu^^ 
into  the  Mall  and  making  way  for  tlw 
new  Admiralty  buildings.  Any  furtlier 
development  of  the  site  on  the  Trafalgar- 
square  side  must  be  more  in  the  nature 
of  a  Metropolitan  improvement.  With 
regard  to  the  National  Gallery  extension, 
money  was  taken  in  the  Estimates  for 
buildmg  on  part  of  the  ground  which 
had  Iraen  already  cleared,  and,  he 
was  glad  to  say,  he  was  just  mak- 
ing arrangements  by  which  at  last 
the  surrounding  grounds  would  be 
finally  cleared,  so  that  the  National 
Gallery  should  be  isolated  and  danger 
from  fire  averted.  The  scheme  for  the 
Law  Courts  provided  four  new  Courts. 
The  gardffios  on  the  weet  of  the  Law 
Courts  had  always  been  looked  on  as  a 
necessary  site  for  further  buildings ; 
from  the  very  first  that  had  formed  part 
of  the  scheme,  and  they  had,  therefore, 
never  been  occupied  by  anything  in  the 
nature  even  of  permanent  garden  decora- 
tions. The  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 
generously  bore  the  expense  of  layii^ 
out  those  gardens,  but  when  it  was 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a  fountain 
put  up,  the  proposal  was  resisted  on  the 
ground  that  it  might  hinder  the  subsequent 
use  of  the  gardens  for  building  purposes. 
The  changes  in  the  Treasury  and  Home 
Office  were  perfectly  simple.  The  Home 
Office  required  a  great  deal  more  accom- 
modation, and  it  would  take  ovex  a  la^ 
part  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
offices.  He  hoped  it  would  be  possible 
to  house  under  one  roof  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Home  Office,  which  it  was 
necessary  and  desirable  to  have  together. 
The  Duke  of  York's  School  would  be 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Walmer  Castle  had  now  become  an 
historic  building,  and  did  not  appear 
specifically,  but  in  the  general  provision,  for 
ancient  monuments  and  historic  build- 
ings. He  understood  privately  t^t  the 
Lord  Warden  did  not  intend  to  oocupy 
premises  in  Dover  Castle. 

Sir  C.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.), 
who  was  in^tinctly  heard,  was  under- 
stood to  comment  on  the  unsightly 
appearance  of  the  Museum  in  Cromwell 

Road,  and  said  that  the  two  small  and 
insignificant  towers. ,  ofl^t  >  .woilt  thft 
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effect  of  the  domes.  The  figaies  which 
BonoTinded  the  building  appeared  to 
be  on  very  slender  stems,  and  always 
gave  one  the  impression  in  vet  weather 
that  they  were  trying  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  rain. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  said  that 
some  mention  had  been  made  of  the 
new  Duke  of  York  Schools  at  Dover, 
but  there  waa  a  question  hardly 
less  interesting  to  those  who  lived  in 
London,  and  that  was  what  was  going 
to  become  of  the  old  Duke  of  York 
School  buildings  in  Chelsea,  and  the 
extensive  and  beautiful  groiuids  sur- 
rounding them.  London  Members, 
especially,  would  be  interested  to  hear 
what  was  going  to  be  done  with  that 
importfmt  national  asset.  He  hoped 
it  was  not  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
speculative  buildra,  which  wouH  be  in 
his  opinion  a  vmry  great  misfortune. 

*Mb.  HARCOURT  said  that  the 
site  would  be  sold,  but  it  might  be  sold 
with  conditions  as  to  the  style  and  value 
o{  the  buildings  to  be  erected  upon  it. 

BJb.  lane-fox  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  A^h),  who  had  given  notice 
of  an  Amendment  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
the  sum  of  £4,524,  the  amoimt  of  the  rents 
paid  for  the  offices  of  the  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  said  he  had  no 
desire  to  reduce  the  Vote,  but  wished 
to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
an  opportunity  of  replying.  He  desired 
to  draw  attention  to  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  premises  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  The  situation  of  those 
offices  was  absolutely  unsuited  to  the 
very  important  work  which  the  Board 
had  to  carry  on.  The  importance  of  the 
work  was  very  great  and  would  become 
greater.  He  had  great  sympathy  with 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  who  must,  in 
the  great  experience  he  had  had  of  small 
holdings,  have  seen  the  inadequacy 
of  this  small  holding.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to 
give  some  assurance  as  to  his  intentions 
with  regard  to  future  accommodation 
for  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Every- 
body who  went  to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture knew  how  difficult  it  was  either  to 
find  the  official  required,  or  to  transact 
business  there.   He  had  occasion  to  go 


to  the  Board  for  some  information,  and 
went  to  St.  James*  Square,  where  he  was 
informed  that  the  official  he  desired 
to  see  was  at  Whitehall  Place.   He  went 
to  Whitehall  and  found  the  official,  but 
was  told  that  the  information  he  required 
was  at  St.  James*  Square  and  Delahay 
Street.   He  had  either,  therefore,  to 
go  back  for  t^e  information  or  wait  until, 
a  messenger  could  ^  to  St.  James' 
Square  and  Delahay  Street  and  bring  it 
back,  so  that  he  might  discuss  the  matter 
in  company  with  the  official  he  was 
dealing  with.   Let  hon.  Members  con- 
sider what  such  an  experience  would 
mean  to  an  unfortimate  and  perhaps 
elderly  agriculturut  who  made  a  great 
expedition  from  the  country  believing 
that  the  question  in  which  he  was 
interested  was  the  one  question  in  the 
world.   If  he  had  to  tour  around  in  ■ 
that  way,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  do  anything.   But  if  it  was  in- 
convenient   to    the    public    it  was 
even   more   so   to   those   engaged  in 
the     Department     itseli    The  Li- 
telligenoe     Department     had  been 
driven  out  to  make  room  for  the  new 
Small  Holdings  Commissioners,  and  it  was 
only  recently  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who    represented  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  the  House  of  Commons 
had  been  given  accommodation  at  White- 
hall Place.    It  was  a  scandal  that  for 
all    these    yeara     the  representative 
of   the    President  of  the   Board  of 
dgrioulture  had  had  no  place  where  he 
could  do  his  business,  either  in  this 
House  or  at  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Thanks  to  the  right  hon.  Gientleman  some 
accommodation  had  now  been  provided 
somewhere  in  the  roof  of  the  building 
and  a  room  secured  for  his  accommoda- 
tion at  Whitehall  Place.   But  other 
accommodation  was  lacking,  and  the 
whole  thing  required  revision.    The  legal 
adviser  to  the  Board  was  housed  in  St. 
James'   Square,   and   his  understudy 
at   Whitehall   Place.    There   were  no 
doubt  many  occasions  under  the  Small 
Holdings  Act  when  they  might  require 
the  attendance  of  their  legal  adviser 
at  the  head  office  of  the  Board,  and 
many  occasions  when  the  officials  there 
would  not  have  the  time  or  opportunity  of 
consulting  him.    Then  there  was  theques-  ^ 
tion  of  the  typists.    At  the  present  time 
the  typists  of  the  FisheriesJ^Dep^tment 
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were  compiling  the  records  in  Delahay 
Street,  another  set  of  typists  were  com- 
piling other  records  at  Tyhitehall  Place, 
and  it  was  quite  impossible .  to  inter- 
change these  typists,  although  in  ^e 
Fishnies  Department  there  might  be 
great  pressure  whilst  in  other  Depart- 
ments the  typists  were  doing  nothing. 
The  work  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
was  increasing  every  day,  and  the  diffi- 
culties   involved    correspondingly  in- 
creased.   It  was  obvious  if  they  com- 
pared the  expenditure  of  this  country 
upon  agriculture  with  that  of  other 
ccuntrieB  they  would  before  long  be  bound 
to  increase  the  British  expenditure.  Under 
present  conditions  agriculture  was  put 
in  the  background.  The  offices  of  the 
Board  were  most  inadequate,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  the  Committee  some  idea  of  what 
were   the   proposals   to  remedy  that 
state  of  thinjgs.   What  was  wanted  was 
a  central  office  in  connection  if  possible 
with  the  Department  of  Woods  and 
Forests  with  which  in  the  near  future 
there  would  be  a  considerable  inter- 
change of  work.    He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  realise  the  difficulties 
of  the  present  situation,  difficulties  which 
were  felt,  not  only  by  the  public,  but  by 
the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
who   were  greatly  hampered  in  their 
work,  although  they  were  not  allowed 
to  say  so. 

*MB.HARCOURTsaid  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  moving  to  reduce  this  Vote  had 
taken  a  course  necessary  under  the 
procedure  of  the  House  in  order  to 
extract  the  statement  he  desired.  He 
moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  the 
amount  of  the  whole  of  the  rents 
of  the  offices  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. His  arithmetic  was  not,  how- 
ever, quite  correct.  The  real  rent  paid 
was  £3,870.  The  hon.  Member  had  not 
the  least  wish  to  reduce  the  rent,  but 
rather  to  obtain  a  building  which  would 
cost  a  great  deal  more.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  spoken  with  some  justice  of  the 
smallholding  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
being  inconveniently  placed.  He  him- 
self admitted  the  inconvenience  of  the 
arrangement.  It  was  one  of  the  many  in- 
conveniences which  he  had  inherited  from 
his  predecessors.  But  it  had  been  his 
object  during  the  l'>Bt  two  years  to  en- 
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deavour  to  remedy  those  inconveniences, 
and  he  had  been  looking  about  in  order 
to  find  a  way  of  betterii^;  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  this  respect.  He  recog- 
nised the  enormous  inconvenience  of 
the  present  distribution  of  the  offices  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  had  every 
intention  of  re-housing  the  Board  at  the 
earliestpossible  moment.  He  had  various 
sites  in  his  mind,  but  the  hon.  Member 
would  quite  understand  that  it  would  be 
most  unwise  to  make  any  statement 
as  to  them  at  present  because  t^t 
would  only  put  up  tlw  price  agunst 
him.  The  hon.  Member,  might,  however, 
rest  a^urod  thit  everything  thit  it  was 
possible  to  do  would  be  done. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  understood  that  the 
new  Duke  of  York's  School  at  Dover 
would  cost  something  like  £300,000. 
They  had  not  been  told  what  the 
estimate  as  to  the  value  of  the  old 
school  was,  but  it  was  presumably  a  good 
deal  more  than  that.  The  point  he 
wanted  to  make  was  that  whatever 
sum  was  realised  over  the  £300,000,  the 
cost  of  the  new  school,  ought  to  be 
devoted  to  the  orphans  of  soldiers  and 
not  taken  for  any  other  purpose.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  give 
them  that  assurance  it  would  be  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction  to  all  who  were 
interested  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  called  attention 
to  the  condition  of  the  buildings 
opposite  Downing  Street,  occupied 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Two 
houses  had  been  recently  cleaned  and 
greatly  improved  in  appearance,  and 
if  that  could  be  done  with  the  Bo^rd  of 
Trade  buildings  they  might  greatly  add 
to  the  beauty  of  the  street.  He  was  not 
quite  siue  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  do  anything  to  effect  alterations 
in  the  War  Office,  but  the  passage  which 
had  been  built  across  the  front  greatly 
detracted  from  the  appearance  of  the  in- 
terior the  moment  the  door  was  opened. 
It  destroyed  the  appearance  of  the  stair- 
case and  the  whole  effect  which  the 
architect  intended  in  designing  that  stair- 
case. A  wall  which  faced  right  opposite  the 
door- way  was  a  great  blot  on  the  appear- 
anceof  thebuildingon  entering.  He  was 
not  sure  whether  it  coiddb^Aitfde^bei^r  by 
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placing  a  clock  on  the  wall,  but  certainly 
at  present  the  appearance  on  entering 
was  disappointing  in  the  extreme.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention,  he 
believed,  had  been  drawn  to  the 
danger  likely  to  arise  by  placing  a 
light  opposite  the  statute  of  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge.  He  regretted  that  the 
Westminster  authorities  had  not  agreed 
to  place  a  light  on  the  other  side,  lor  it 
would  certainly  preserve  the  monument 
from  the  risks  which  might  be  run  in  time 
of  excitement.  The  chance  of  a  bomb 
or  something  of  that  kind  being  placed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  monument 
under  shelter  of  the  darkness  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  a  very  serious  thing.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  past  the  place  at 
night  time,  but  he  could  assure  him  that 
at  present  it  was  a  very  serious  defect. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  placing 
new  buildings  on  the  green  spot  next  to 
the  Law  Courts,  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  indeed  a  pity  to  cover  that  open  space, 
which  was  a  welcome  relief  to  the  eye, 
and  certainly  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice 
would  not  be  made  less  impressive  by 
leaving  that  ground  untouched. 

•Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  that  on  page  49  of  the  Estimates  he 
found  that  the  provision  for  coal  and 
firewood  for  England  and  Wales  and 
Scotland  was  £2,000  more  than  was 
provided  last  year,  while  gas,  the  manu- 
facture of  which  was  not  indirectly 
connected  with  coal,  was  £600  less.  He 
did  not  quite  know  whether  the  higher 
amount  of  coal  was  in  consequence 
of  our  having  more  public  offices,  or 
whether  it  was  in  anticipation  of 
the  increased  price,  resulting  from 
the  Eight  Hour3  Bill,  or  the  fear 
thereof  which,  he  saw,  was  taken 
into  account  in  letting  offices  in 
the  City,  in  which  firing  was  included 
in  the  rent.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  kindly  explain  that,  he  would 
be  grateful.  As  to  the  open  space  on 
the  west  of  the  Law  Courts,  it  was  a 
comfort  to  people  going  to  and  from 
th«  City  to  see  the  refreshii^  green 
area.  It  was  a  place  of  l*ght,  refresh 
ment,  and  peace.  If  that  could 
be  spared  it  certainly  would  be 
a  source  of  enjoyment  to  many,  though 
it  mijfht  be  that  it  was  inevitable  that 


it  should  be  built  upon.  He  thought 
it  was  extremely  probable  that  the 
Marble  Arch  did  not  come  nnder  this 
,Vote,  but  he  would  welcome  a  state- 
ment itom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  what  was  happening  there,  because 
it  was  rather  difficult  to  follow  what 
was  intended  in  the  present  state  of 
progress. 

♦Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth)  said 
it  should  be  remembered  in  connection 
with  the  new  Law  Courts,  that  a 
great  number  of  tall  buildings  had  been 
erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the  open 
space  proposed  to  be  built  upon,  and 
that  questions  of  light  and  air  rights 
might  be  raised.  He  saw  that  a  small 
amount  was  asked  for  this  year,  which 
looked  as  if  the  new  buildings  were  not 
going  to  be  pushed  forward  with  all 
speed.  The  necessity  for  the  new  build- 
ings would  be  admitted  by  anyone  who 
saw  tJie  loose  horse-box  which  was  put 
up  in  the  Central  Hall,  and  where  a 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  sat.  Anyone 
who  had  seen  that  structure  must  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sooner 
that  state  of  things  was  remedied  the 
better.  He  hoped  that  the  £5,000 
they  were  now  voting  would  enable 
the  new  Law  Courts  to  be  commenced 
thi&  year.  The  lofty  buildings]  to 
which  he  had  referred  overlooked  tiie 
open  space,  and  he  was  afraid  that, 
unless  some  great  care  had  been  taken 
to  preserve  rights  of  air  and  light,  some 
difficulty  might  be  experienced  with 
regard  to  those  rights.  He  hoped, 
however,  >that  care  had  been  taken, 
and  that  it  would  be  all  right  He 
hoped  the  buildings  would  be  rapidly 
completed.  He  knew  they  were  comprised 
in  the  original  design,  and  he  had 
sufficient  faith  in  the  great  designer 
of  the  Courts  to  believe  that  he  had 
arranged  that  any  additional  Courts 
which  might  be  erected  should  not  spoil 
the  harmiony  of  his  design. 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  said  the  Question 
asked  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  St.  Andrews  Burghs  as  to  the  value 
of  the  old  Duke  of  York's  School  was 
one  which  the  hon.  Member  would  foi^ve 
him  if  he  said  that,  even  if  he  knew  the 
value  accurately,  he  would  not  state  it. 
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when  the  Government  was  going  into 
the  marlmt  to  sell  it. 

BIajoe  ANSTRXJTHER-GRAY  said 
he  had  not  asked  the  light  hon.  Qentle- 
man  to  state  the  vaXm^  bnt  to  say  iiiat 
any  surplus  which  there  might  be  over 
the  £300,000  .should  be  devoted  to  the 
orphans  of  soldiers. 

*Mr.  HARCOUKT  said  he  had  thought 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  objecting. 
As  to  the  disposal  of  the  surplus,  that 

was  entirely  a  matter  for  the  Treasuiy, 
subject  to  the  Acts  which  governed  the 
ownership  of  the  site  and  school.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh  had  asked 
htm  a  Question  with  regard  to  the  build- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Trade.  As  soon  as  he 
had  put  up  the  new  buildings  the  present 
ones  would  be  dealt  with.  As  to  the 
passage  at  the  War  Office,  they  attached 
value  and  importance  to  it,  and  the 
plans  of  the  architect  had  been  faithfully 
carried  out.  A  clock  was  being  prepared ' 
under  his  direction  to  be  placed  on  the 
blank  wall  on  the  staircase,  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  alluded.  As  to 
the  lighting  of  Whitehall,  that  was  not 
a  matter  within  his  control ;  it  belonged 
to  the  City  Council,  and  he  could  not 
interfere  with  them.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Montgomery  Boroughs  had  asked 
him  as  to  the  item  for  coal.  There  had 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  lai^er 
buildings,  and  the  item  included  the 
prisons  of  England.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Great  Yarmouth  had  referred  to  the 
question  of  the  Law  Courts.  He  could 
assure  him  that  the  buildings  would  be 
pushed  ahead  with  the  greatest  possible 
speed,  and  that  no  trouble  would  arise 
with  regard  to  Ught  and  air  rights.  As 
to  the  loss  of  a  pleasant  garden,  he  was 
very  conscious  of  that  fact,  but  if  the 
use  of  a  plot  of  vacant  ground  for  twenty 
years  as  a  garden  was  to  be  made  the 
foundation  of  a  claim  that  it  should  not 
be  used  for  building  purposes,  it  would 
not  encourage  them  in  similar  circum- 
stances to  lay  out  vacant  spaces  tem- 
porarily for  purposes  of  pleasure,  if,  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  that  very  fact 
was  to  be  advanced  as  a  reason  for  not 
building  on  them  according  to  original  in- 
tentions. They  would  simply  put  up 
hoardings  as  was  done  in  Leicester  Square 
for  many  years.  t 

Mr.  Harcoarl, 


Mb.  HICKS  BEACH  hoped  tiiat  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  within  the 
next  twelve  months  be  able  to  lodge 
the  Boaid  of  Agriculture  in  one  building. 
It  was  very  inconvenimt  to  the  ofi&ciajs 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  hava 
their  offices  in  four  separate  places  la 
Whitehall  and  St.  James's  Square.  It 
was  also  very  inconvenient  for  agricultuc 
ists  who  came  up  from  the  country  not 
to  be  able  to  find  the  office  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  The  fact  of  a  visitor 
from  the  country  having  to  run  back- 
wards and  forwards  between  Whitehall 
and  St.  James's  Square  was  not  calculated 
to  put  him  in  a  good  temper  with  tiw 
Board  or  enable  him  to  do  his  business 
within  a  short  time.  Could  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  them,  now  that  various 
departments  were  to  be  housed  in 
the  new  block  in  Great  Geoi^e  Street, 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  give  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  either  the  existing 
Home  Office  or  the  existing  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  office  7  If  h^  could  not 
do  that,  what  use  was  it  intended  to 
make  of  the  old  War  Office  in  Pall  Mall  f 
Was  it  intended  to  Mae  it  in  future  as  a 
Government  Office,  or  to  sell  it,  or  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done  with  it  I 
The  hon.  Member  for  one  of  the 
Scottish  constituencies  had  complained 
that  more  money  was  not  voted 
for  Scotland  in  the  present  Estimates. 
He  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  fact  that  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
spent  in  Scotland  in  the  present  year, 
under  various  heads  of  this  particular 
Vote.  For  instance  they  would  find 
that  on  page  48  the  amount  for  main- 
tenance and  repairs  of  public  buildings 
in  Scotland  was  £2,000  more  In  the 
coming  year  than  it  was  last  year.  Under 
Sub-head  6,  there  was  an  increase  of 
£300  for  coal  and  firewood. 

*Mr.  RKES:  It  is  only  a  thirtieth  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  hicks  BEACH  said  there  was  an 
increase  under  Sub-head  6  of  the  same 
Vote  of  about  £230.  If,  again,  they 
turned  over  the  page,  there  was  a  Urge 
increase  under  Vote  G,  Sub-head  7,-oi 
about  £400  for  furniture  ;  and  hewiaiied 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Qentieman  why 
it   had    been  (O  ^  ygpwase 
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these  various  itemd '  in  tiie  cnirent 
year  in  the  case  of  Scotland  alone. 

'  'Me.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  was 
sorry  to  notice  that  there  was  r 
considerable  increase  in  the  total 
Vote  notwithatandin);  their  pretended 
economyt  and  a  very  large  part  of 
it,  £14,S^,  was  for  furniture.  When 
they  were  well  off,  and  had  plenty  of 
money,  they  might  be  eztraTagant  in 
regard  to  furniture  which  they  ought,  to 
curtail  when  there  was  need  for  economy. 
He  was  afraid  waste  was  going  on  some- 
where, especially  in  regard  to  this  item. 
He  quite  admitted  that  it  was  necessary 
that  diey  should  look  after  their  public 
buildings,  but  there  vaa  no  occasion 
that  he  knew  of  to  be  extravagant. 
Although  they  had  not  the  details  which 
would  enable  them  to  criticise  the  Vote 
very  closely,  he  was  afraid  there  was  ap- 
parent extravagance  when  they  had  pay 
in  the  coming  year  over  £50,000  more 
than  last  year.  In  regard  to  Scotland 
they  paid  too  much  towards  the  revenue 
of  the  country  generally,  and  did  not 
get  their  fair  share  back.  They  did 
not  get  anything  like  the  proportion 
they  were  supposed  to  have  on  what 
was  called  the  equivalent  gran!:,  viz., 
that  they  ot^ht  to  have  11  per  cent. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  Order, 
order ;  that  cannot  be  discussed  on  this 
Tote. 

•Mr.  MORTON  was  very  sorry  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  was  allowed  to 
allude  to  the  expenditure  in  Scotland. 

Thk  deputy -CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Mraibw  opposite  alluded  to  items 
on  the  Vote. 

•Mr.  MORTON  said  he  wanted  to 
say,  with  regird  to  thoie  items,  that 
they  did  not  get  their  fair  share  us 
regarded  public  buildings  and  other 
matters,  and  he  did  not  think,  therefore, 
there  vas  any  reason  to  complain  that 
on  this  Vote  Scotland  had  too  large  an 
amount.  He  would  like  to  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give 
a  little  more  information  with  regard 
to  the  new  Law  Courts  in  the  Strand. 
Hs  was  as  much  in  favour  of  open  spaces 


as  anyone,  but  l^ey  could  not  have 
open  spaces  everywhere,  or  they  would 
have  no  property  to  pay  rates  and 
taxes.  That  part  of  London  was  pro- 
vided fairly  well  with  open  spaces,  and 
he  was  not  anxious  to  preserve  the  Law 
Court  gardeiu  as  an  open  space.  But 
the  item  was  new,  and  it  had  never 
been  explained  what  was  going  to  be 
done  eventually  with  the  £95,000,  of 
which  £5,000  was  on  the  Vote  as 
a  commencement.  He  would  like  to 
know  what  was  the  scheme  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expected 
to  carry  out.  Could  the  phns  be 
seen  of  what  was  proposed  ?  Did 
they  want  four  new  Liw  Courts  ? 
He  ^red  say  that  even  £95,000  would 
not  complete  the  scheme.  They  seldom 
had  a  scheme  without  having  a  revised 
estimate.  With  regard  to  the  item  of 
£14,210  for  the  maintenance  and  pro- 
tection of  ancient  monuments,  £3,935 
of  that  was  appropriated  to  Scotland, 
They  had  not  much  information  as  to 
how  that  money  was  to  be  expended. 
He  did  not  think  they  did  enough  in 
maintaining  those  old  monuments,  but 
he  would  like  to  know  what  was  going 
to  be  done  so  that  they  might  see 
whether  the  money  was  properly  spent 
or  not.  A  certain  sum  had  already 
been  spent  on  the  Law  Courts  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  a  furthei  sum  was  now  asked. 
He  thought  part  of  that  was  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  ground,  as  well  as  for  the  build- 
ings. Would  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
tell  them  what  was  the  present  position 
of  things,  whether  the  building  was 
being  gone  on  with  and  whether  it  was 
likely  to  be  completed  within  a  reasonable 
time.  At  present  before  the  alterations 
were  made  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
building  was  a  disgrace  to  the  country, 
to  civilisation,  and  1o  such  a  handsome 
city  as  Edinburgh,  and  he  trusted  that 
something  would  be  done  to  'give  them 
a  decent  and  respectable  Court.  He 
was  aware,  of  course,  that  all  these 
matters  cost  money,  but  it  was  their 
duty  to  find  out  as  much  as  they 
could  with  a  view  to  letting 
people  know  that  they  did  a 
least  attempt  to  know  somethin 
about  the  way  the  people's  money  was 
being  expended.  They  did  not  get  many 
opportimities  of  discussingid^hfiM  tlfJ^ 
and  perhaps  if  the^^  ai^b^^l^i^^m 
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now  they  would  not  have  another  oppor- 
tunity, because  the  Government  woiild 
take  care  that  the  Vote  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  salary  would  never 
come  on  for  dUcussion;  it  would 
ba  no  doub^  guillotined  in  accordance 
with  the  new  but  net  improved  pro- 
cedure. Therefore  it  was  their  duty 
to  take  that  opporttmity  of  discussing 
the  Vote  as  well  as  they  were  able  and  to 
get  as  much  information  as  they  could. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  that 
he  took  an  interest  in  these  buildings 
and  that  he  had  no  desire  at  all  to  be 
offensive  to  him  personally  in  waking 
these  inquiries,  but  he  was  ^.ure  that 
people  of  Scotland,  especially  in  regard 
to  the  matters  he  had  mentioned,  would 
be  obliged  to  him  if  he  would  give  them 
the  fullest  possible  infonnation. 

Me.  COCHRANE  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  raise  again  the  absorbiI^{ 
topic  which  was  of  interest  to 
Scotland  or  to  congratulate  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gloucestershire  for  his  ex- 
ceeding industry  in  going  through  some 
of  the  items  in  which  he  had  discovered 
that  a  few  hundreds  had  been  spent  in 
Scotland  that  were  not  spent  last  year. 
He  observed  that  the  hon.  Member 
included  in  Scotland  Great  Scotland 
Yard  which  also  appeared  on  the  same 
Vote,  but  he  could  assure  him  it  was 
an  entirely  different  place.  He  really 
desired  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  his  eagerness  in 
closing  up  the  open  spaces  in  London 
under  his.  chai^.  He  could  only  pre- 
sume that  he  had  one  eye  on  the  Land 
Values  Bill  which  the  Ckivemment  in- 
tended to  prosecute  to  its  success  or 
failure.  He  seemed  to  want  to  cover 
over  with  buildings  that  part  of  the 
garden  connected  with  the  Law  Courts 
which  had  been  open  some  twenty-five 
years.  That  appeared  to  be  a  question 
which  legal  Members  were  more  qualified 
to  deal  with  than  he  was.  He  could 
only  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
desiring  so  speedily  to  build  over  that 
ground,  had  some  idea  that  taxation 
would  be  imposed  on  unoccupied  spaces 
which  would  touch  the  pocket  of  the 
Treasury  of  which  he  was  so  close  a 
guarcUan.  He  desired  to  ask  a  question 
connected  writh  a  point  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman   had   raised  himself, 
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which  had  filled  him  with  some  alarm, 
viz.,  the  question  of  the  Duke  of 
York's  School.  For  the  first  time, 
he  thought,  the  Committee  had  been 
informed  that  that  school,  not  only  the 
buildings  he  understood,  bat  the  admir- 
able open  space  which  surrounded  them, 
would  be  put  up  for  sale.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  would  be 
able  to  reasure  them  that  it  was  not  hia 
intention  to  let  out  as  building  lands, 
possibly  for  the  erection  of  streets  and 
houses  or  factories,  that  open  space  which 
had  been  a  great  pleasure  as  a  health 
resort  to  the  whole  of  the  somewhat 
crowded  neighbourhood  of  Chelsea.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gientleman  in  his 
eagerness  to  cover  the  ground  with 
buildings  would  spare  at  least  one  or 
two  of  those  open  spaces  and  that  the 
ground  surroimding  the  Duke  of  York*s 
School  would  remain  an  open  space  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public. 

♦Mr.  HARCOITRT  said  the  new  public 
officen  at  the  comer  of  Whitehall  had 
been  allotted  a  long  time  ago,  and  would 
shortly  be  occupied  by  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  accommodation  vacated  by 
the  liocal  Government  Board  would  then 
be  occupied  mostly  by  the  Home  Office 
and  partly  by  the  Colonial  Office,  but  it 
was  all  required  for  the  extension  of 
these  two  offices.  Immediately  the  old 
War  Office  building  in  Pall  Mall  ceased 
to  be  a  Government  office  it  passed  out 
of  his  control  to  the  office  of  Woods  and 
Forests  who  were  proposing  to  let  it  out 
on  building  leases.  The  whole  policy 
for  many  years  had  been  to  concentrate 
Government  offices  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  ^Vhitehall  and  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  for  Sutherland 
had  complained  of  the  increase  in  this 
Vote  bv  £14,000  for  furnitura,  and  cer- 
tainly if  it  had  been  a  normal  year  he 
would  be  with  him.  But  this  hap- 
pened to  be  a  year  in  which  they  were 
occupied  with  a  new  block  of  public 
offices,  and  he  was  sure  the  hon.  Member's 
tender  heart  would  not  wish  to  turn  even 
his  colleague  of  the  I^cal  Government 
Board  into  an  unfurnished  office. 
£13,000  for  furnishing  a  great  block  of 
public  offices  and  £6.000  for  the  Duke 
of  York's  school  furniture  removal  made 
£18.000,  althoug|„^|^^^@(5^ha  th* 
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Vote  was  only  £14,000,  ao  that  in  other 
directions  he  had  made  an  economy  of 
£4,000  in  order  to  meet  the  special 
demands  made  on  him  in  connection  with 
these  new  buildings.    The  extension  of 
the  Law  Courts  had  been  discussed  for 
a  great  many  years,  and  he  and  many 
of  his  predecessors  had  convinced  them- 
selves  that   the   accommodation  was 
I     o^ntly  required  owing  to  the  fact  that 
;     two  new  Ju^ea  had  been  appointed. 
I     It  was  proposed  to  carry  the  thing  out 
,     as  a  continuation  of  the  original  plans. 
Judges,    Bar,    solicitors,    suitors,  and 
officials  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  necessity 
of  the  Courts,  and  there  was  no  other 
place  to  put  them  except  this  vacant 
I  space. 
I 

*Hr.  MORTON  :  Do  you  want  four 
new  Courts  % 

*Mb.  HARCOURT:  Yes,  Sir.  The 
lion.  Member  would  be  pleased  to  know 
how  far  he  was  making  si^wnces  go  in 
Scotland. 

!       *1Cb.  MORTON:    What  about  the 
bawbees  % 

•Mr.  HARCOURT:  The  bawbees 
being  distributed  over  some  of  these 
beads.  He  was  spending  a  certain 
amount  in  the  preservation  of  the  his- 
toric parts  of  Edinburgh  Castle,  Arbroath 
Abbey,  Dimfermline  Palace,  Dunblane 
Cathedral,  Bothwell  House,  Stirling.  Lin- 
lithgow Palace,  Brechin  Cathedral,  Fort- 
rose  Cathedral,  Glasgow  Cathedral,  St 
Andrew's  Cathedral,  St.  Andrew's' 
'  Castle,  and  some  miscellaneous  monu- 
mente,  chiefly  prehistoric. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  asked  what  was 
to  be  the  fate  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
bchooll 

I  •Mr.  HARCOURT  stated  that  he  had 
j  already  announced  that  the  site  was  for 
Bale.  It  would,  of  course,  be  sold, 
subject  to  existing  Acts  which  aSected  it, 
and  any  conditions  the  Treasury  might 
make  as  to  the  character  of  the  buildings 
to  be  erected  upon  it. 

Kb.  COCHRANE  said  he  desired  to 
know  if  it  was  proposed  to  keep  any  part 
as  an  open  space  % 


•Mr.  HARCOURT  replied  that  he  could 
not  say  what  arrangements  the  Treasury 
might  make. 

Lord  BALCARRES  hoped  that  some 
portion  of  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  Duke  of  York's  School  would  be 
preserved  as  an  open  space.  The  value 
of  open  spaces  in  the  Metropolis  increased 
every  day,  ai^d  if  the  First  Commissioner 
would  make  representations  in  that 
direction  to  the  Trefuuiy,  no  doubt 
they  would  receive  due  consideration. 
With  regard  to  the  Paymaster- General's 
Office,  it  was  a  building  with  some 
historic  associations,  and  he  was  not 
aware  what  could  be  put  in  its  place 
which  would  more  worthily  occupy 
the  ground.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  improve- 
ments would  ^  limited  to  removing 
anachronisms  and  excrescences  without 
adding  new  masonry  to  old  buildings. 
With  regard  to  the  National  Gallery, 
he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  spending 
the  money  well.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sutherland  was  surprised  that 
the  Estimate  showed  an  incnase.  The 
hon.  Member  ought  not  to  be  surprised, 
because  there  was  an  increase  of 
£1,000,000  on  the  Post  Office  Estimates, 
and  £670,000  on  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates. Next  year  there  would  be  a 
gigantic  increase  on  the  Navy  Estimates, 
and  the  same  thing  was  going  on  all 
round.  He  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  increase  in  this  par- 
ticular Vote,  because  there  were  few  wa^ 
in  which  the  money  could  be  spent  more 
profitably.  One  of  the  items  set  down 
in  connection  with  the  extension  of 
the  National  Gallery,  was  the  new  site 
and  buildings  for  the  Reprtiitin?  Station 
in  Great  Scotland  Yard,  which  was 
very  suitable  and  extremely  central. 
In  a  foot-note  it  was  stated  that 
the  accommodation  which  this  build- 
ing used  to  have  behind  the  National 
Grallery  would  in  future  be  adapted 
to  extend  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery.  Few  public  institutions  were 
more  valiiable  than  that,  and  it  was  now 
in  a  very  congested  state.  Therefore, 
he  thouj^t  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  doing  well  to  make  provision  for 
its  enlargement.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  National  Portrait,,  Q^l|9i^,vWbi^.h0 
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considered  was  a  very  important  in- 
stitution, and  sadly  needed  eztenfdon. 
It  was  a  sad  thing,  month  after  month, 
when  interesting  and  valuable  portraits 
were  ofiered,  that  the  truateea  had  to 
consider  whether  they  were  justified 
in  accepting  a  picture  which  they  could 
not  exhibit  to  the  public.  He  hoped 
that  in  deciding  upon  these  extensions 
the  claims  of  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery  would  not  be  overlooked.  He 
was  not  pressing  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  make  a  grant  at  once  or  com- 
plaining of  the  amount  being  voted 
towards  the  National  Gallery,  hut  he 
urged  that  in  complying  with  the  demands 
of  the  National  Gallery  they  should  not 
encroach  upon  the  space  which  would 
legitimately  fall  to  the  extension  of 
the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  because 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  both.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
main  an  ample  eztenuon  in  that  direc- 
tion whenever  the  finances  would  permit. 

♦Mr.  HA.RCOURT  said  that  with 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  about  pre- 
serving the  open  space  in  connection 
with  the  Duke  of  York's  School  he  would 
see  that  the  views  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed were  placed  before  the  Treasury. 
In  reply  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Chorley  he  might  say  that  he  had 
neither  the  money  for  nor  the  intention  of 
altering  the  Paymaster-General's  Office. 
As  for  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  no 
Vote  was  put  down  for  its  extension,  but 
that  had  always  been  present  to  his 
mind  and  it  was  one  of  the  objects 
for  which  he  desired  to  clear  the  site 
behind  the  Gallery.  All  his  plans  for 
the  extension  of  the  National  Gallery 
had  always  left  a  place  for  the  extension 
of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  which 
was  greatly  needed,  and  when  he  could 
get  rid  of  the  Recruiting  Station  and 
obtain  the  money  from  the  Treasury  or 
anybody  else  that  would  be  done. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  what  he  had  done  in  many  ways  to 
improve  the  accommTdation  for  Mem- 
bers in  the  House.  He  had,  however, 
risen  simply  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
what  was  the  actual  amount  the  right 
hon.  G^tleman  was  g^ing  to  spend 
on  historic  'buildingj   and  prehistoric 

Lord  Bakarres, 


monuments  in  Scotland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  read  a  long  and  startling 
list  and  he  did  not  quite  grasp  what  the 
amount  was.  | 

*Mb.  HARCOURT  :  The  amount  is 
£2,935  for  Scotland  alone. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  asked  what  was 
going  to  be  spent  on  the  same  kind  of 
work  in  Ireland  ? 

I 

The    DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN :  That 
will  not  he  in  order  on  this  Vote. 

Mr.  LANE-FOX  saidhe  understood  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  to  state  when 
dealing  with  the  question  of  ancient 
monuments  in  Scotland  that  certtun 
sums  had  been  spent  in  repairing  cathe- 
drals. His  experience  was  that  Scotland 
was  very  ably  and  thoroughly  represented 
in  the  House,  and  generally  she  got  a 
great  deal  more  than  she  was  entitled  to. 
[Cries  of  "  No."]  Well,  if  she  did  not. 
that  was  not  the  fault  of  her  represen- 
tatives. He  wished  to  know  why  cathe- 
drals in  Scotland  should  he  repaired 
at  the  public  expense,  while  English 
cathedrals  were  not.  Two  years  ago  he 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  a  grant  in  favour  of  an  English 
cathedral,  and  he  received  a  point  blank 
refusal.  Why  should  there  be  any  difier- 
ence  between  Scotland  and  England  in 
that  matter  ? 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  did  not  see 
why  public  money  should  be  spent  on 
caUiedrals  in  Scotland,  while  the  same 
thing  was  not  done  in  England.  He 
wished  to  know  when  the  entrance  to 
Trafalgar  Square,  at  the  end  of  the  road 
in  front  of  Buckingham.  Palace,  would  be 
open  for  trafBc.   The  road  had  been  open 
for  two  years,  and  he  could  not  see 
why  the  part  to  which  hes^erred 
should  not  be  made  available  for%ii^> 
even  though  the  official  residencea^y, 
connection    with  the  Admiralty  we^' 
not  yet  completed.    It   would  loe 
great  public  convenience  if  the  roa> 
into  Trafalgar  Square  were  open.  ■ 
might  not  be  possible  to  open  the  roft 
in  a  finished  state,  on  account  of  iMf 
building  operations,  but  he  did  not 
why  there  should  not  be  a  tempo^Bp 
opening  foi^.^.^fJift^^OC^ftc- 
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thooght  about  £20  would  do  the  whole 
thing.  The  proposed  ezfcennon  of  the 
Patent  Office  might  be  necessaiy,  but  he  I 
wished  to  know  why  so  la^  a  sum  ' 
as  £90,000  should  be  spent  upon  it.  i 
He  should  think  that  owing  to  the  : 
protective  policy  of  the  President  of  the  ' 
Board  of  Trade  there  would  be  an  in-  : 
crease  in  the  amount  of  work  done 
under  the  new  patents  law,  but  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  spent  in  extending 
the  office  seemed  to  be  very  Urge. 
He  could  not  join  the  hon.  Member  for 
Qnat  Yarmouth  in  expressing  confidence 
in  the  design  for  the  extension  of  the 
Law  Courts.  He  thought  he  was  correct 
in  saying  that  Judges,  barristers,  and 
suitors  were  agreed  that  the  ventilation 
and  accommodation  in  the  Law  Courts 
were  unsatisfactory,  although  the  outer 
AxSX  was  beautiful.  The  hon.  Member 
had  said  that  in  the  new  building  there 
would  be  light  and  air.  That  was 
exactly  what  he  understood  there  had 
never  been  in  the  present  buildings, 
and  if  there  was  the  same  error  in  the 
de«gn  of  the  new  buildings  they  would 
be  as  xmsuitable  for  their  purpose  as 
apparently  the  older  buildings  had  turned 
out  to  be.  As  a  protest  against  money 
b«ng  spent  on  Scottish  cathedrals^  he 
be^l^ed  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ^342,400, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — 
{Sif  F.  Banbury,) 

•Mb.  HARCOURT  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  would  not  carry 
bis  protest  further.  The  history  of  the 
te^wnsibility  of  the  Crown  for  the  slight 
maintenance  of  certain  ecclesiastical 
buildings  was  this.  After  the  abolition 
of  Episcopacy  in  the  Established  Church 
of  Scotland  the  obligation  of  supporting 
certain  collegiate  and  ecclesiastical  build- 
ings was  transferred  to  the  Crown.  The 
expenses  of  these  repairs  were  borne  by 
the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  up 
till  1832,  and  then  transferred  to  the 
Vote  for  public  buildings  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  Committee  of  this  House 
which  sat  in  1831.  The  whole  thing 
amounted  to  very  little  in  money.  It 
yras  an  obligation  which  this  country 


took  ovef  with  the  Unions  The  road 
from  Buckingham  Palace  to  Trafalgar 
Square  would  be  loiown  as  The  Mall.  It 
was  not  possible  to  open  it  in  the  way 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Baronet  until  tlw 
new  buildings  were  nearer  completion. 
The  hon.  Baronet  would  understand  that 
if  the  road  at  that  point  were  opened, 
traffic  would  have  to  go  through  what 
was  practically  a  builder's  yard  when 
building  operations  were  going  on.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  ti^  contractor 
properly  to  carry  on  his  work  if  traffic 
went  through  there,  and  in  the  event  of 
accident  to  any  member  of  the  public  he 
was  not  sure  on  whom  the  liability  would 
fall.  It  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
hoarding  when  the  foundations  were 
being  put  in.  The  superstructure  was 
now  going  up  which  included  the 
arches.  The  sum  stated  in  the  Vote  for 
the  Patent  Office  induded  the  cost  of  the 
site  as  well  as  the  buildings,  and  there- 
fore the  amount  was  not  so  la^e  as  it 
seemed  on  paper.  The  work  j  of  the 
Patent  Office  had  very  largely  increased 
as  the  result  of  recent  legislation,  and  the 
effect  of  that  increase  had  been  generally 
to  the  advantage  of  English  trade. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark, 
shire,  N.W.)  said  he  would  vote  against 
the  Amendment  if  there  should  be  a 
division.  The  cathedraU  in  Scotland 
were  great  historic  monuments.  It  was 
for  want  of  a  little  money  applied  at  the 
right  time  that  these  monuments  were 
allowed  to  go  to  wreck  and  ruin.  That 
was  the  case  of  a  historic  building  for 
which  a  small  sum  was  required  at 
present  in  order  to  save  the  expenditure 
of  a  greater  sum  in  future.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Barkston  Ash  Division 
had  stated  that  Scotland  got  too  much 
iud  England  too  little. 

The  deputy- CHAIRMAN:  It  is 
out  of  order  on  this  Vote  to  discuss  the 
general  jOinanoes  of  the  two  kingdoms.  ^ 

Mr,  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said  that 
if  it  had  been  in  order  to  read  an  official 
Paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand  he  would 
have  been  able  to  show  tiiat  Scotland 
not  only  contributed  more  than  her  dtare , 
but  that  she  did  not  get  aU  she  was  en* 
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Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  there  were 
cathedrals  in  England  of  great  historic 
interest  which  were  in  want  of  money. 
Winchester  Cathedral  was  as  great  as  any 
in  Scotland,  and  it  had  fallen  into  decay. 
A  short  time  ago  he  had,  out  of  his 
slender  means,  contributed  for  the  repair 
of  that  cathedraL 

Mr.   MITCHELL  -  THOMSON  :  So 

did  I. 

SirF.  BANBXJRYsaid  that  th^t  was  no 
reason  why  the  Government  should  cut 
out  the  "  predominant  partner/*  and 
only  give  to  the  more  importunate 
msmber  of  the  Union.  He  was  not 
aware  of  anything  in  the  Act  of  Union 
which  compelled  Groat  Britain  to  under- 
take the  repair  of  these  particular  places. 
He  gathered  that  a  certain  number  of 
builungs  were  taken  over  under  the  Act 
of  Union.  If  they  were  bound  under  the 
Act  of  Union  to  maintain  them  he  would 
not  go  to  a  division. 

*Mb.  MORTON  said  that  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  repair  of  St. 
Andrew's  Cathedral,  although  it  was 
not  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
Act  of  Union,  a  bargain  was  made  be- 
tween the  two  nations  that  certain 
castles,  palaces  and  other  buildings 
were  to  be  kept  in  repair  at  the 
national  expanse.  He  would  be  the  last 
person  in  the  world  to  vote  public  money 
for  sectarian  purposes,  but  he  hoped 
they  would  still  be  allowed  to  carry  out 
honestly  a  bargain  made  between  the 
two  coimtries  at  the  time  of  the  Union. 
He  was  astonished  to  hear  that  the 
richest  Church  in  the  world  was  allowing 
^^chester  or  any  other  cathedral  in 
England  to  go  to  ruin.  There  was  plenty 
of  money  belonging  to  that  Church, 
80  let  the  hon.  Baronet  appeal  to  them. 
He  had  always  heard  that  whenever 
the  disestablishment  of  the  Church  of 
England  took  place — he  did  not  know 
when  that  was  going  to  happen— the 
cathedrals  would  be  claimed  and  pre- 
served as  public  buildings. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN :  Order, 
order.  That  question  does  not  arise  on 
this  Vote. 

♦Mb.  MORTON  said  he  was  only  trying 
to  answer  the  hon.  Baronet  who  repre- 


sented the  City  of  London ;  and  to  ex- 
plain that  the  small  sum  asked  for  for 
the  repair  of  St.  Andrews  Cathedral, 
was  part  of  the  bargain  made  at  the 
time  of  the  Union. 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  said  he  wished  to 
explain  as  to  the  Act  of  Union.  He 
did  not  say  that  the  maintenance  of 
these  buildings  was  specified  in  the  Act 
of  Union,  but  that  tike  Act  of  Union  set 
forth  that  Great  Britain  was  to  take  ovet 
all  the  obligations  of  the  Crown  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  maintenance  of  this  build* 
ing  was  one  of  these  obligations. 

Mr.   fell  said  he  was  delighted 

to  hear  his  hon.  friend  bringing  up  the 
question  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture and  he  hoped  before  long  to  see 
all  the  departments  of  that  Board 
under  one  roof.  He  saw  that  there 
was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  cost 
of  electric  current  this  year,  and  also 
that  there  was  an  item  of  £3,000  tor 
carrying  out  alterations  and  changes 
in  the  Home  Office.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  that  was  rather  a  large  sum,  as  he  un- 
derstood that  it  was  the  expense  of 
interior  decorations.  If  so,  he  hoped 
those  responsible  would  have  the  benefit 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  well- 
known  artistic  taste. 

•Mr.  HARCOURT  said  he  was  afraid 
those  alterations  were  merely  struc- 
tural. If  the  hon.  Member  only  knew 
the  difficulty  of  making  those  internal 
structural  alterations  he  would  not 
say  that  £3,000  was  too  large  a  sum. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sutherland 
had  stated  that  he  would  be  the  last 
man  to  agree  to  a  Vote  for  sectarian 
purposes,  and  yet  the  hon.  Member  had 
voted  the  other  night  for  what  was  clearly 
an  Irish  sectarian  University.  Before 
they  went  to  a  division  on  this  very 
considerable  Vote  for  Scotland  they 
were  entitled  to  know  whether  Ireland 
was  to  have  an  equivalent  grant  given 
to  her. 

*Mr.  HARCOURT :  This  Vote  is  en- 
tirely devoted  to  England,  Scotland 


and  Wales. 
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Me.  T.  L.  CORBETT  thought  that 
Then  voting  laige  sums  of  money  for 
pre-historic  buildings  and  cathedrals  in 
Scotland  they  were  entitled  to  know 
whether  an  equivalent  grant  was  to  be 
giren  to  Iieluid. 

•Mr.  HARCOURT  :  No. 

•Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
lord)  said  he  wished  to  dr^w  attention 
t3  the  new  vaccine-atation  at  Enfield, 
wtiich  was  built  for  the  purpose  of  a  cruel 
kind  of  vivisection.  He  understood  that 
calves  were  at  that  institution  strapped 
down  to  a  table,  and  that  150  wounds 
were  made  with  a  knife  in  their  skin  for 
vaedoatioa  purposes.  These  wounds 
vers  then  rubbed  with  some  virulent 
nutter.  The  calves  were  then  removed 
to  their  stalls,  and  their  heads  strapped 
up  to  prevent  them  from  licking  their 
wounds.  In  a  few  days  pustules  developed, 
and  the  calves  were  then  again  strapped 
down  on  the  table,  and  the  pustules  were 
Bcraped  off  to  make  what  is  caJled  "  vaccine 
lymph." 

The  DEPUIY-CHAIEMAN  :  Would 
the  hnn.  Gentleman  say  what  item  he  is 
lefonng  to  ? 

Mr.  LUPTON:  Vote  IX..  A.  13. 

The  DEPUrY-CHAIRMAN  That 
item  is  on  last  year's  Estimates  and  not 
under  the  Vote  for  this  year. 

Sir  BANBUET  said  he  wished  to 
thank  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  for  his 
explanation  Jn  regard  to  St.  Andrews 
Cathedral.  He  understood  tl^t  though 
that  Cathedral  was  not  mentioned  in 
the  Act  of  Union,  it  was  a  perfectly 
Agreed  understanding  that  that  build- 
ing was  to  be  maintained.  He  would, 
therefore,  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his 
Amoidment. 

ilotion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propo<ied, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £52,400 
(including  a  Supplementary  sum  of 
£13,000),  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  neoessary  to  defray  the 
(%uge  ^riiioh  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 


ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March  1909,  for  Expenditure  in 
respect  of  DifdomatiG  and  Consnlar 
Boildiags,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
certain  Cemeteries  Abroad." 


•LIB.  HtCKS  BEACH  moved  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100  in 
order  to  call  attention  to  two  items — 
£9,500  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Legatirm 
at  Adis  Abeba,  and  £4,500  for  the  erection 
of  bungalows  at  Peitaho,  the  estimates 
for  the  total  cost  of  these  works  being 
not  yet  fixed.  Why  should  they  be 
asked  to  make  those  Votes  when  the 
Estimates  for  the  whole  of  the  work 
were  not  yet  settled  ?  That  was  not  a 
g3od  way  of  doing  business.  He  had 
ao  doubt  that  a  new  Legation  at  Adis 
Abeba  was  necessary,  but  he  was  not 
quite  so  sura  about  the  bungalows  at 
Peitaho,  which  he  supposed  were  for  the 
use  of  the  students  and  members  of  the 
Legation  during  the  hot  season,  and  would 
consequently  not  be  occupied  all  the 
year  round.  He  quite  realised  the 
desirability  of  our  representatives  having 
a  summer  resort  outside  Peking,  but  if 
it  were  possible  would  it  not  be  more 
economical  to  hire  bungalows  for  the 
summer  months  than  to  build  them  % 
Then  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to 
the  new  Consulates  to  be  erected  at 
Cairo,  Port  Said,  Dakar,  Mouravia, 
Stanleyville,  Boma,  and  Seoul,  and 
to  the  rebuilding  of  the  Consulate  at 
Nagasaki.  No  doubt  new  Consulates 
were  necessary,  but  he  asked  whether  the 
Government  were  taking  any  steps  to  im- 
prove the  position  and  sUUus  of  the 
Consuls  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
who  were  looking  after  the  interests  of 
British  trade.  Then  as  to  the  new  Con- 
sulate at  Mukden,he  saw  that  the  Estimat  e 
was  £10,000,  while  only  £1,000  was  taken 
for  this  year.  At  that  rate  it  would  take 
ten  years  for  the  completion  of  the  work, 
and  he  hoped  that  time  would  not  be 
occupied  as  it  was  most  important  to 
British  interests  and  commerce  that 
we  should  have  a  Consulate  in  that  patt 
of  Manchuria  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
sooner  it  was  in  working  order  the  better 
it  would  be  for  this  country.  The  point 
in  the  Vote,  however,  that  he  particularly 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  was  the 
voting  of  certain  sums  of  money  for 
building  at  Adis  Abeta  and  ^l^^^^^^ 
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the  CoiUmitfcee  were  given  no  idea  at  all  aa 
to  what  the  total  expenditure  on  those 
two  items  are  likely  to  be.  That  he  con 
sidered  to  be  a  novel  and  undesirable 
method  of  controlling  the  expenditure  of 
the  country,  and  on  that  ground  he 
begged  to  movo  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propwed, 
*'  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £52,300  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr. 
Hicks  Beach.) 

*Mb.  fell  said  that  he  also  had  a 
notice  down  to  reduce  the  Vote  in 
order  to  c^  attention  to  the  excessive 
cost  of  the  Embassy  at  Paris,  although 
it  might  seem  a  little  invidious  to  do 
ao,  because  the  Vote  showtd  a  marked 
decrease  from  last  year  to  the  extent 
of  £25,000.  He  considered  that  Consuls 
were  required  in  a  good  many  places 
where  they  were  not  now  provided, 
although  he  could  not  touch  upon 
those  matters  upon  the  present  Vote. 
His  reason  for  objecting  to  the  laige 
expenditure  on  the  Paris  Embassy 
was  that  there  were  not  sufficient  Con- 
suls in  these  new  and  growing  countries, 
.while  perhaps  we  were  too  well-suppUed 
with  Embassies  and  Lotions  in  the  old. 
No  doubt  tiie  Cairo  Consulate  was  com- 
menced to  be  erected  at  an  unfortunate 
time,  as  there  had  been  a  great  develop- 
ment of  the  building  trade  in  Egypt 
in  the  last  few  years  which  had  doubtless 
added  to  the  cost.  The  original  Esti- 
mate was  £6,000,  but  he  saw  the  cost 
was  now  put  down  at  £11,000.  It  might 
possibly  be  expluned  that  the  increased 
cost  of  building  was  the  cause  of  the 
error  in  the  Estimate,  but  things  were 
duller  at  the  present  time  in  Egypt 
and  there  might  be  a  saving  next 
year.  With  regard  to  the  Dakka  Con- 
sulate he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  final 
Vote  they  were  asked  for  £3,000  would 
complete  it.  It  was  a  very  small  place 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  l^ey 
were  spending  £10,000  upon  it,  which 
seemed  to  be  a  considerable  sum  for 
the  kind  of  bungalow  building  which 
would  be  put  up.  Then  with  regard  to 
Stanleyville,  he  viewed  the  proposals 
there  with  extreme  pleasure,  because  it 
would  give  them  some  opportunity  of 
gettii^;  information  from  that  great 

Mr.  Hicks  Beach, 


country,  and  of  learning  the  truth 
about  the  Congo,  apart  from  the 
pro  and  contra  statements  which  were 
now  put  forward.  At  Teheran,  the 
capital  of  Persia,  they  were  spending 
£5,000  for  the  erection  of  houses  for 
military  attaches  and  student  inter- 
preters. He  considered  that  that  was 
a  good  sign  as  those  student  interpreters 
would  be  exceedingly  valuable  in  the 
future  in  helping  us  in  regard  to  the 
position  which  we  should  hold  in 
that  country.  He  would  be  glad  to 
see  a  Consulate  at  Uukden,  and  his 
objection  was  that  we  had  not  enoo^ 
of  these  Consulates,  especially  in  new 
countaiM  like  the  great  territory  of 
Manchuria,  which  would  in  time  to 
come  probably  be  a  great  place  for  the 
development  of  British  trade.  He  cbuld 
not  help  noticing  that  the  £20,000  item 
of  last  year  did  not  appear  in  this 
year's  Estimates,  so  that  it  appeared 
that  no  further  sites  were  to  be  ac- 
quired this  year.  That  he  regretted 
exoeedingly.  Keverting  to  the  Paris 
Embassy  he  said  it  was  the  spoilt 
child  of  their  Embassies,  and  the  sum 
which  the  existing  magnificent  palace 
had  cost  was  extremely  great,  and 
be  feared  &om  the  way  they  were 
voting  money  on  that  Embassy  from 
year  to  year,  that  they  mi^t  be 
induced  in  the  future  to  vute  further 
large  cums  for  beautifying  that  great 
palace  and  the  gardens  which  made 
it  certainly  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
embassies  in  the  world.  It  was  quite 
true  that  it  was  necessary  that  we  should 
have  a  great  Embassy  at  Paris,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  now  Paris 
occupied  a  very  different  position  firom 
what  it  did  in  the  past.  -  It  was  at  one 
time  the  diplomatic  centre  of  the  world, 
but  whether  that  attribute  had  passed 
to  Berlin  or  the  United  States  he  would 
not  stop  to  discuss.  They  ought,  how- 
ever, to  consider  whether  they  ought 
to  spend  nmch  more  on  tha^  gorgeous 
palace.  He  noticed  a  curious  remark 
which  had  been  made  abottt  that  palace. 
It  was  said  that  Lord  Bosebery  foimd 
among  the  old  furniture  in  the  Foreign 
Office  some  old  tapestries,  which  were 
bent  over  to  adorn  the  Embassy  in 
Paris.  That  was  another  example  of 
that  Embassy  being  the  spoilt  child  of 
such  institutioi«.^^^Thg^f^t  t9Q 
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many  old  tapestries  in  England,  and 
yet  those  were  sent  over  to  adorn  the 
Embassy  in  Paris.  Then  as  to  the 
Chancery  attached  to  the  Embassy 
in  which  the  official  work  was  done,  he 
had  opposed  the  Vote  of  £6,000  last  year, 
and  he  seemed  to  have  done  so  correctly, 
because  none  of  the  money  was  spent 
during  the  year,  and  evidently  none 
was  wanted.  Of  course  they  voted  it, 
but  still  it  was  not  needed.  In  this 
year  for  the  Chancery,  however,  there 
appeared  an  item  of  £6,400,  and  he  could 
only  regret  that  bo  much  was  l>eing  spent 
upon  it.  He  supposed  it  was  to  be  com' 
pleted.  But  that  was  not  the  whole 
amount  that  they  spent  upon  the  Paris 
Embassy,  because  there  was  an  item 
foe  electric  lighting,  and  in  another  item 
of  £28,270  for  maintenance,  repairs,  etc. 
It  was  said  that  it  included  maintenance 
and  repair  of  plate,  and  the  State  rooms 
and  Chancery  furniture  and  charges 
for  maintenance,  including  those  of  the 
grounds  and  gardens.  There  was  a  note 
to  the  effect  that  it  included  the  Paris 
Embassy,  so  that  not  only  were  we  spend- 
ing in  tho  last  two  or  three  years  great 
sums  in  repairs,  and  £6,400  on  the 
Chancery,  but  an  mdefinite  sum  in 
this  way.  He  considered  that  some 
drag  must  be  put  upon  the  expenditure 
in  Paris,  and  he  therefore  supported  the 
Motion  for  lednction. 

♦JIr.  HARCGURT  said  that  an  hon. 
Member  particularly  wanted  to  know  what 
would  be  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  new 
legation  house  at  Adis  Abeba.  He  had 
carefully  avoided  patting  any  sum  in  the 
Estimates  because  he  was  not  able  to 
give  what  it  would  cost  exactly,  as  he 
had  not  been  able  to  get  exact  figures, 
but  he  believed  it  would  cost  £20,000, 
and  he  had  sent  a  man  out  there  to 
snperintend  the  work.  The  building 
at  Feitaiho  was  a  necessary  sommer 
residence  for  the  Minister  and  the 
Legation  at  Pekin,  as  they  really  could 
not  remain  in  Peldn  during  the  summer. 
That,  he  believed,  would  cost  £8,000. 
Those  were  the  latest  Estimates,  but 
they  were  not  so  closely  trustworthy  that 
he  could  put  th.em  in  the  Estimates. 
The  GkiTemment  did  not  provide  all 
Consols  with  houses,  and  they  were  only 
provided  with  them  in  distant  places 
where  it  was  difficult  to  get  accommodi- 
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tion  or  where  there  were  special  causes. 
He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  status  of  the 
Consuls,  as  that  belonged  to  the  Foreign 
Office ;  he  had  only  to  get  the  Consul  a 
house  if  he  was  asked  to  do  so  and  when 
he  could.  As  to  the  Mukden  Consulate, 
there  was  no  intention  to  spread  the  cost 
over  ten  years,  but  he  had  taken  only 
£1,000  of  the  £10,000  because  that  was 
all  that  could  be  spent  this  year.  After 
this  year  the  money  would  be  rapidly 
spent,  iideed  very  rapidly,  and  there  was 
no  intention  of  spreading  the  expendi- 
ture over  ten  years.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Qrext  Yarmouth  asked  about  the 
Paris  Embassy.  The  Chancery  was 
very  old  and  was  very  unfit  for  the 
amount  of  work  that  had  to  be  transacted 
there.  The  increase  at  Cairo  was  due 
entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  original 
Estimate  was  merely  a  rough  one  which 
was  sent  him  by  the  ConsiU,  and  he  was 
endeavouring  to  avoid  a  similar  thing 
occurring  in  future.  An  hon.  Member 
had  referred  to  the  sites.  The  House 
of  Commons  was  good  enough  to  give 
him  £20,000  last  yeir  for  the  purchase 
of  sites  without  his  telling  where  he  was 
gaing  to  buy  them,  because  obviously  if 
he  stated  where  he  was  going  to  buy  he 
would  put  up  the  price  against  himself. 
If  none  of  that  £20,000  was  spent  it  was 
only  because  an  agreement  about  one  of 
those  sites  could  not  be  made  till  after 
31st  March.  If  it  had  been  paid  over 
before  the  end  of  the  financial  year  it 
would  not  have  appeared  in  the  Votes,  but 
next  week  he  would  pay  £13,(KK).  In 
future  he  thought  it  was  hardly  worth 
while  to  ask  for  a  Vote  for  a  lump  sum 
of  which  he  could  not  give  any  details, 
but  he  could  assure  the  Committee  that 
if  he  had  an  opportunity  during  the  year 
of  purchasing  suitable  sites  where  they 
wanted  them  he  should  not  hesitate  to 
do  80  and  come  to  the  House  for  con- 
firmation of  his  action',  i  He  mi^ht 
mention  that  a  site  for  a  new  Legation 
had  been  given  to  them  by  the  Bulifarian 
Government  and  he  would  proceed  to 
erect  the  house  as  soon  as  possible 

Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
that  he  oould  not  put  on  the  Estimate 
the  cost  of  certain  buildings  because  he 
had  no  idea  of  it,  but  if  he  would  look 
at  the  Estimate  as  .it  8topd.hft;^pnJ(J^Bee 
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that  that  was  a  very  novel  doctrine  on 
his  part  and  that  of  his  office.  The  out- 
standing characteristics  of  the  Esti- 
jnates  was  that  they  never  did  know  what 
the  total  cost  of  any  one  of  these  buildings 
was.  He  would  take  the  new  Consulate 
at  Cairo.  It  was  originally  said  it 
would  cost  £6,000.  The  House  of 
Gommong  last  year  voted  £4,000. 
£11,000  was  spent  and  they  were 
now  asked  for  another  £2,500.  Hav- 
ing spent  £11,000,  that  was  to  say 
£7,000  more  than  the  House  voted,  and 
£6,000  more  than  the  total  Estimate, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  asked 
ioT  a  further  £2,500.  In  the  face  of  such 
an  Estimate  as  that  it  was  somewhat 
courageous  on  tha  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  suggest  that  he  did  not  put 
in  the  departmental  Estimate  for  big 
works  because  it  was  not  close  enough. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  looked  at  Item  8 
they  would  find  exactly  the  same  thing. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  or  his  pre- 
decessor came  down  and  asked  for 
£7,600  for  a  new  Consulate  at  Ctiiro. 
The  House  granted  £5,000.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spent  not  the  £5,000 
granted  ;  not  the  £7,500  he  said  it  would 
cost ;  but  £9,000,  and  now  came  and  asked 
for  a  further  £700.  The  fact  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  depart- 
ment had  no  notion  what  these  works 
would  cost.  Hon.  Members  had  only  to 
look  at  the  Estimate  to  see  that  the 
administration  of  the  money  voted  for 
these  purposes  was  in  a  most  confused 
condition.  What  happened  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  down 
year  after  year  with  a  long  list  of  works 
and  the  amount  he  required  for  them, 
and  directly  he  got  the  money  the  whole 
thing  went  by  the  board.  He  took 
money  for  various  items  and  diverted  it 
to  some  other  purposes.  He  did  not 
think  any  hon.  Member  could  look 
through  the  Estimates  seriously  and 
without  prejudice  without  becoming  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  confused  condition 
of  them.  If  it  was  only  to  mark  his 
displeasure  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
displeasure  of  the  Committee  at  this 
oontinual  upsetting  and  falsifying  of  the 
Estimates,  on  the  faith  of  which  the 
Committee  granted  continually  these 
large  sums,  he  should  have  no  hesitation 
in  following  his  hon.  friend  into  the 
lohl^. 


*Ub.  '  REE8  said  it  was  not  easy 
to.  get  accurate  Estimates  from  tiiA 
uttermost  ends  of  the  world,  and  to 
his  mind  it  was  somewhat  surprising 
that  the  Estimates  were  as  accurate  as 
they  vrere.  One  hon .  Member  had 
drawn  attention  to  the  item  for 
bungalows  in  China,  but  if  he  had  seen 
the  houses  of  Fekiu  in  the  summer  he 
would  acknowledge  that  these  seaside 
bungalows  were  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  that  the  officers  who  occupied 
stuffy  houses  in  narrow  streets  in  the 
capital,  who  suffered,  and  probably 
shortened  their  lives  from  the  want 
of  cJiange  of  aii,  might  do  their 
work  under  bettffi  couditions.  A  little 
more  familiarity  cm  the  part  of  hon. 
Members  with  these  places  would  explain 
to  them  the  increase  in  the  Estimates, 
quite  apart  from  the  necessity  of  keeping 
up  our  prestige,  which  in  these  countries 
was  cloeely  bound  up  with  tho  accom- 
modation of  our  officers,  which  sh'^iUd  be 
the  best  possible.  He  wondered  if  Sir  N. 
O'Gonor,  whose  death  aXL  deplored,  would 
have  lived  longer,  had  he  uoc  been  cooped 
up  in  Peking,  in  the  quarters  in  which  he 
(Mr.  Bees)  first  saw  mm. 


♦Mr.  MORTON  gladly  recognised 
that  on  this  Vote  as  a  whole  there 
was  a  reduction.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  remarks  that  had  been  made 
about  the  Embassy  at  Paris.  That 
Embassy  had  always  been  a  spoilt  child 
for  various  reasons,  because,  he  supposed, 
Paris  used  to  be  regarded  as  the  centre 
of  the  world  and  of  fashion.  But  now 
that  France  was  a  Republic  and  was 
endeavouring  to  lead  a  democratic  life 
we  might  surely  manage  tite  Embas^ 
on  democratic  lines,  and  more  economic 
cally.  He  did  not  think  the  Embassy 
was  much  use  any  way.  If  one  wanted 
them  to  do  anything  they  did  not  do 
it,  and  if  one  was  in  Paris  he  had 
far  better  apply  to  the  municipal 
authority,  who  would  always  put 
themselves  out  to  oblige  one.  A  good 
deal  of  criticism  had  been,  passed 
on  these  Estimates  and  the  right  hon, 
Gtentleman  had  said  last  year  he  was 
endeavouring  to  bring  about  a  better 
system.  But  these  blunders  were  not 
confined  to  works  in  foreign  comitries; 
some  of  iJiem  occurred /^^ith^-nafli^  to 
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•worics  in  London  itself.  What  hap- 
pened in  all  public  offices  where  it 
was  easy  to  get  and  spend  other  people's 
money,  was  that  a  sort  of  Bstlmate 
■was  put  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  was  thus  persuaded  to  commit 
itself  to  the  undertaking.  Then  the 
next  year  or  the  year  after  the 
Government  came  down  and  said 
tbey  wanted  more  money,  and  the 
bnildings  having  been  commenced  the 
House  was  driven  to  mAke  additional 
grants.  Bat  conndering  that  the  offi- 
cials who  prepared  these  Estimates  were 
properly  paid,  and  the  right  hoa.  Gentle- 
man was  a  pra"tical  man,  he  thought 
the  gentlemen  who  got  out  the  Estimates 
shoold  be  made  responsible  and  should 
c<»np1ete  the  buildings  withia  the 
estimated  sum.  They  had  heard  of 
cases  where  the  Estimates  had  been 
made  too  low  intentionally  in  order  that 
tiie  woik  might  be  started. 

The  DBPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  that 
these  were  questions  which  could  not 
be  discussed  on  this  Vote.  The  method 
of  dealing  with  Votes  in  future  had 
already  been  explained. 

Mr.  MORTON  said  they  were  talking 
about  a  special  Vote. 

Ma.  DBPUTY-CHAXRMAN :  We  are 
on  a  special  Vote,  but  the  hon.  Member 
is  talking  about  the  general  principles  of 
estimating,  instead  of  confining  himself 
to  the  particular  Vote. 

♦Mr.  MORTON  said  he  would  confine 
himself  to  the  items  on  the  Paper  before 
him.  The  item  first  spoken  of  was  the 
original  Estimate  of  £6,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  at  Cairo.  The 
item  on  the  Paper  before  t^em  had  now 
been  revised,  and  was  put  down  nt 
£11,000. 

The  deputy  -  CHAIRMAN :  The 
hon.  Member  is  repeating  *  ai^uments 
-which  have  been  already  used  on  this 
Tote,  and  in  regard  to  which  an  ex- 
planation has  been  given. 

Ub.  MORTON :  I  still  hope  that  the 
Eight  hon.  Qentleman  wUi  adopt  a  betto; 
■grstem  in  futuxe. 


*Mr.  HARMOOD  -  BANNER  (Livep. 
pool,  Everton)  said  an  abbreviation  had 
been  made  by  the  right  hon.  QentJeman 
against  which  he  must  enter  his  strongest 
protest,  and  that  was  as  to  his  intention 
to  omit  in  future  any  reference  to  new 
sites,  and  buildings,  and  works  in  con- 
nection therewith.  He  was  referring 
to  page  29,  and  the  omission  of  £20,000 
which  was  entered  last  year. 

Mr.  HAROOURT  :  I  have  ezphiined 
that  just  now. 

•Mr.  HARMOOD-BANNER  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  explained  it 
in  his  way.  He  was  not  going  to  put 
in  an  Estimate  for  the  acquisition  of 
sites,  but  was  going  to  to  treat  them  as 
the  subject  of  Supplementary  Estimates  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  that  was  what  he 
ventured  to  protest  against.  It  deceived 
the  public,  as  it  had  already  deceived  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sutherland,  who  had 
congratulated  the  Government  on  the 
Estimates  being  £20,000  less  this  year 
than  they  were  last  year,  whereas  the 
£20,000  which  had  been  omitted  was 
exactly  the  sum  which  the  hon.  Member 
said  had  been  saved.  It  was  a  wonderful 
method  of  financing.  If  they  allowed 
the  method  of  Supplementary  Estimates 
to  pass  without  protest,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  next  year  spend 
£150,000  on  sites  at  Pekin,  Abyssinia, 
and  other  outlandish  places,  and  then 
could  come  and  say,  from  the  way 
the  House  treated  it  to-day,  that  they 
had  accepted  the  principle  that  he  was 
to  go  about  the  world  purchasing  sites 
on  undivulged  Estimates,  and  that 
they  would  give  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates to  confirm  the  action  he  had 
adopted.  He  hoped  hia  protest  would 
be  observed,  because  he  trusted  that  it 
was  not  the  usual  character  of  Govern* 
ment  proceedings  to  omit  such  items 
in  order  to  show  economy  in  their  ad- 
ministration, and  then  to  bring  them  in 
as  Supplementary  Estimates.  It  was 
rather  a  bad  precedent,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  hear  that  the  Government 
would  not  omit  this  Satimate,  but  would 
now  include  a  sufficient  sum  for  next  year. 
He  quite  adnutted  the  principle  that  th^ 
must  not  disclose  the  sites  they  were 
going  to  acquiia,  Iwfe  here  they  were 
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giving  a  blank  cheque  to  purchase  pro- 
perty alPoVer  the  world,  to  be  dealt  with 
in  the  form  of^a[Supplementary  Estimate. 
That  wa8*a  proposal  against  which  the 
House  should  protest,  and  should  not 
accept  in  principle  as  regarded  the  future. 
Unionists  were  always  being  taunted  by 
the  other  side  with  not  being  correct 
economists,  but  they  had  never  done 
such  an  act  as  to  omit  an  Estimate  of 
importance,  of  such  importance  as  to 
lead  the  hon.  Membsr  for  Sutherland  to 
think  that  it  was  an  economy  when  it 
was  not  an  economy.  It  was  a  conceal- 
ment of  expenditure  which  they  certainly 
ought  not  to  approve. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  they  were  asked 
to  vote  £20,000  for  ihe  erection  of  an 
offi<»al  re»dence  at  Addis  Ababa.  That 
was  a  la^e  sum  of  money.  Personally, 
he  had  every  wish  that  the  very  dis- 
tinguished diplomatist,  Sir  John  Har- 
rington, representing  us,  should  have  a 
proper  house  to  live  in.  But  there  was, 
in  nis  opinion,  one  great  disadvantage 
— it  was  that  the  capital  of  Abyssinia 
was  moved  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  another,  perhaps  to  a  place  some  200 
miles  distant,  and  having  spent  £20,000 
or  £30,000  on  a  house,  they  might  find 
that  the  expenditure  was  absolutely 
useless,  owing  to  the  diversion  of  the 
capital  for  a  new  one,  settled  upon  by 
the  Emperor  of  Abyssinia.  That  was. 
well-known  of  the  Abyssinian  people, 
who  were  compelled  to  adopt  the  plan, 
because  they  had  no  fuel  except  wood. 
When  all  the  wood  was  consumed,  they 


moved  the  capital  to  some  other  part 
of  the  country.   Therefore,  he  protested 

against  sinking  such  a  large  sum  of  money 
in  the  present  capital  of  Abyssinia,  when 
they  Imew  that  very  possibly  in  ten  or 
fifteen  years  the  money  would  be  found 
to  have  been  absolutely  thrown  away. 
No  one  grudged,  he  least  of  all,  spending 
money  on  any  reasonable  accommoda- 
tion that  might  be  given  Sir  John  Har- 
rington, but  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  enter  upon  an  expenditure  which  in 
the  long-run  might  mean  the  outlay  of 
very  much  more  money,  because  they 
might  have  to  build  another  house  when 
the  capital  was  removed  to  another  part 
of  the  country. 

*Mr.  HARCOXJRT  said  he  was  in  close 
communication  with  the  Foreign  Office 
and  Sir  John  Harrington  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  bwlding,  as  to  the  par- 
ticular plans,  as  to  the  cost,  and  as  to 
the  necessity  of  erecting  a  house.  But 
he  could  not  put  forward  any  views  of  hia 
own,  even  if  he  had  any,  or  if  he  had 
the  special  knowledge  of  Abyssinia  pos- 
sessed by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  But  as 
against  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member, 
he  had  the  knowledge  possessed  by  Sir 
John  Harrington  and  tlw  Foreign  Of&ce, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  t&lsa  their  in- 
formation in  the  circumstances. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes,  28; 
Noes,  189.   (Division  List  No.  67.) 


Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbary,  Sir  Frederiok  George 
Burner,  John  8.  Harmood- 
Boirie,  H.  T.  (LoiidQiiden7,N.) 
Bisnold,  Sir  Arthur 
Btul,  Sir  William  Jamea 
Care,  Qeorge 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoB.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  Nortii) 


AYBS. 

Dooglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Crofl,  Arthur  Philip 

Dunoan,  jRobert(Lftnark,Govftn 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forater,  Henry  William 

Hamilton  Marquess  of 

Lane-Fox,  Q.  B. 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacOeagh 

Pease,  Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 

Bandies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 

8alter,ArUinr  ClayeU 


Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot.  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.UitoheUp  (I^narii) 
Take,  Sir  John  Bat^ 
Valen^  Viscoont 
Younger,  Georfrn 

Tellbbs  fob  thbAtbs — Mr. 
Hicks  Beach  and  Mr.  Gibbs. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Adkins,  W.  Byland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
AUan,  A.  Aoland(Christohurch) 
Alko,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Mr,  Jiarmood-Sannar* 


NOES. 

BalfoojT,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring.  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 
Barlow,  Feroy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  O.  IS. 

Bany,  Bedmnid  J.(Tynnie,N.) 


Beauchamp,  £. 
BeU,  Richard 

Bcaui,W.(T'w'r  Hamlete,S.aeo. 
Berridge.  T.  H.  D. 
~  ieinT.<{t.(Bia«cillfaldoD) 
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Bow«nnan,  C.  W. 

Branch,  James 

Bri{K>  John 

Brodie,H.  a 

BiTDe,  J.  Amuui 

Bnokmastcr.  Stanley  O. 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Buxton,  Bt.^i.S7dQey  Charles 

Bykfl,  William  PoUud 

Cameron,  Robert 

CaiT-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Oaast(Hi,Rt'Hn.  RiohardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

C%eny,  Bt.  Hon.  R.  B. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland.  J.  W. 

Clongh,  William 

Corbett,C  H(Siiaeex,E.arin8t'd 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Creon,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Cro6fidd.A.  H. 

I>alEieU  JaineB  Hairy 

XHtus.  EDis  \miiam  (Eifion) 

DaTies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

DaTies,  W.  Howell  (BrUtol,  8.) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dillon,  John 

Donetan,  Captain  A, 

Ihiffy,  William  J. 

Doncan,  C  (Bartow-in-Fnmess 

Donn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Essex.  R.W. 

Esslemont,  George  Blrnie 

Sverett,  R.  Laaey 

F^cnnee,  Hon.  Eustace 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Olorer,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath 

Grant,  Corrie 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Giirdon,Rt  Hn.SirW.Brampton 

Halpin,  J. 

Hareoort,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy.  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r) 
Harvey.  A.  O.  0.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.  E.  (Derbyshire.N.  E. 
Haalam.  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haalam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Henderson,  Arthor  (Bnrham) 
Henry.  Charles  8. 
Higlum,  John  Sharp 
ICope,W.Bateman  (8omer8et.N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
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Horridee,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson.  John  (Gateshead) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Tjamont,  Norman 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lehmann,  B.  C. 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh.  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
Mao  Veigh,CharIes(Donegal,E. ) 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  Geoi^ 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Mallet.  Charles  E. 
Marks,G.Croydon  (Launoeston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 

Meehan,FranGi8  E.(Leitrim,N. ) 

Menzies,  Walter 

Atioklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Muldoon,  John 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperaiy  Hid 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Jamee(Roscommon,N 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Phillipe,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Frioe.  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
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Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestley.  W.E.B.  (Bradford,E.) 

Radford,  G.  a 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Reddy.M. 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  ThomasfW.Monm'th 
Richards.T.  F.(  Wolvorh'mpl'n 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Busaell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(CleTeland) 
Seddon.  J. 

Shockleton,  David  James 
Shaw.Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  0. 
Snowden.  P. 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley.  Hn.  A.Lyulph{Chosh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart  Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart.  James  (Snnderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 

Thomas,  David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  BC. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward,W.  Dudley(Southampt'n 
Waring,  Walter 
Wa3on,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White.  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  John  (Duham,  Hid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  W,  T.  (Westhonghton) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
t 

Tbllbbs  fob  the  Noes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Ur.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


And,  it  being  after  a  quarter  past 
Kight  of  the  C!71ook,  and  leave  having 
been  given  to  move  the  Adjournment 
of  the  House  under  Standing  Order 
No.  10,  further  proceeding  was  post- 
poned without  Question  put. 

HAIL  STEAMERS  AT  KINGSTOWN. 

MOTION  FOR  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
Baid  that  in  moving  the  adjooinment 


of  the  House  in  order  to  call  attention 
to  the  state  of  affairs  that  had  resulted 
from  the  permission  given  to  steamers 
of  the  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way Company  to  use  Carlisle  Pier, 
Kingstown,  he  trusted  he  might  be 
allowed  to  state  briefly  his  own  position 
in  the  matter  and  to  make  it  clear  beyond 
doubt.  His  obi  ect  was  to  prevent  Dublin 
Harbour  from  being  cheated,  as  he  held 
it  was  being^chefllti4^,os^v9l)gtem 
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at  least  £5,000  a  year,  by  the  action  of 
the  Government.  He  desired  in  the 
second  place  to  see  fair  play  given  to 
the  Irish  Steam  Packet  Company, 
and,  in  the  third  place,  to  say 
most  emphatically  that  he  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  a  third  service 
between  Kngland  and  Ireland  by  the 
Kingstown  or  Dublin  route,  provided 
it  worked  no  such  injustice  to  the  Port 
of  Dublin  as  that  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred. He  was  in  favoui,  in  fact,  of 
as  many  routes  between  England  and 
Ireland  as  could  be  established  under 
the  conditions  he  had  mentioned.  Fur- 
ther he  had  no  objection  to  the  steamers 
of  the  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way Company  sailing  to  Kingstown 
provided  the  result  would  not  be  to 
injure  the  Port  of  Dublin,  and  provided 
also  that  it  would  not  involve  an 
invasion  of  the  legal  rights  of  the  Irish 
Steam  Packet  Company,  and  finally  that  it 
would  not  lead  eventually,  as  he  believed 
it  would,  to  the  creation  of  a  monopoly 
in  the  hands  of  an  English  company, 
which,  in  his  opinion^  would  be  disastrous 
to  the  interests  of  Ireland.  He  had 
given  notice  of  several  Questions  on 
the  subject  and  they  showed  that  the 
objects  that  he  and,  he  believed,  hiahon. 
friends  had  in  view,  were  those  he  had 
stated.  He  did  not  want  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  main  question  raised  by  the 
permission  given  to  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  to 
use  the  Port  of  Kingstown  at  a  nominal 
charge,  because  he  conceived  that  it 
was  raised  by  the  action  which  the  City 
of  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company  had 
instituted.  His  contention  was  that 
the  action  of  the  Government,  of  which 
he  most  emphatically  complained, 
amounted  to  prejudging  that  question, 
and  to  anticipating  thereby  the  action 
of  the  Court  a  tew  days  hence.  It 
would,  however,  be  necessary  to  give  a 
short  narrative  of  the  facts,  and  he  would 
state  them  with  as  little  comment 
as  possible.  The  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  had  for  many 
years  been  using  the  port  of  Dublin  and 
berthing  their  steamers  in  the  Lifiey, 
and  up  to  1902*  had  used  rules  of  measure- 
ment in  such  a  way  that  they  reduced 
the  registered  tonnage  of  their  vessels 
very  considerably  by  what  was,  in  his 
opinion,  a  tdck,  Oe  felt  all  the  more 

Jfr.  Ckmey, 


free  to  use  that  language,  because  in 
1902  the  Port  and  Docks  Board  in 
Dublin  came  to  Parliament  with  a  Bill 
which  proposed  to  put  a  atop  to  that 
practice  of  the  Ijondon  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company.  That  Bill 
passed  into  law  and  enacted  that  the 
harbour  authority  in  Dublin  might  fix 
a  certain  scale  of  dues.  They  did  so,  and 
every  company,  he  understood,  got  six 
years,  from  1902  to  tiie  present  year,  to 
prepare  for  the  change.  Every  com- 
pany fell  in  with  the  new  arrangement 
except  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company,  who,  when  they 
found  they  could  not  alter  the  views  of 
the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board,  had 
sought,  and  successfully  np  to  the 
present,  to  evade  payment  of  a  portion 
of  those  dues.  The  means  they  had 
lesorted  to  ■wen  these.  They  went  to 
the  Government  and  asked  them  for 
leave  to  use  the  Government  Harbour  at 
Kingstown  for  5s.  a  trip,  and  the  Govem- 
ment^—whether  they  knew  all  the  ante- 
cedent circumstances  or  not  he  did  not 
know — set  up  their  own  harbour,  main- 
tained out  of  the  taxes  of  the  public,  as 
a  competitor  with  the  commercial  har- 
bour of  Dublin.  In  other  words  they 
allowed  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company,  one  of  the  richest 
commercial  corporations  in  the  three 
kingdoms,  if  not  in  the  world,  to  com- 
pete unfairly  with  the  struggling  Irish 
Steam  Packet  Company,  and  allowed 
them  also  to  make  use  of  their  Govern- 
ment  harbour  at  the  expense  of  £5,000 
a  year  to  the  poverty-stricken  harbour 
of  Dublin.  That  was  a  sample,  and  only 
a  sample  he  regretted  to  say,  of  the 
mean  and  selfish  preference  given  to 
English  commercial  interests.  He  did 
not  want  to  comment  upon  the  facts 
at  all,  because  they  were  «u&  judiee,  but 
the  CSty  of  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Com- 
pany, thinking  it  had  a  right  to  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  Carlisle  Pier  after 
fifty  years,  presented,  he  supposed,  after 
vainly  remonstrating  with  the  Govern- 
ment^ a  Petition  of  Right  to  the  King. 
As  every  lawyer  knew,  that  Petition 
of  Right  must  have  been  examined  by 
the  Attorney-General.  It  could  not  come 
as  a  suit  before  a  Court  of  Justice  unless 
the  Attorney-General  certified  that  there 
was  a  real  bona  fide  question  of  law  to 
be  argued.  ;^The  petitjon  tiieni  went 
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forward  and  came  as  an  ordinary  action  at 
laT7  before  the  High  Coxirt  in  London. 
The  contention  of  tlw  City  of  D  ubiia  Steam 
Packet  Company  might  be  correct  and 
well-founded,  but  the  point  he  raised  was 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  pre- 
judging the  question  before  it  had  been 
tried  in  the  High  Court.  In  order 
to  prevent  any  such  prejudging  of  the  case 
the  City  of  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Com- 
pany applied  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  Government  from  continuing  this 
pennission  until  the  question  of  law  had 
been  settled,  and  it  came  before  the 
High  Court  on  the  26th  ult.  and  it  was 
refused.  He  thought  he  was  not  in- 
correct in  saying  that  the  reason  why 
the  Judge  refused  an  in]  unction  im- 
mediately was  that  he  understood  that 
the  action  was  to  be  tried  at  once. 
More  than  that  the  Judge  said  it  was 
an  urgent  matter.  But  the  Crown  ap- 
plied tor  an  adjournment  till  Slst  March, 
and  when  Slst  March  came  they 
were  not  ready  and  they  applied  for 
another  adjournment  tiU  7th  April. 
Now  he  understood  the  Crown  would 
not  be  ready  on  7th  April,  and  that  the 
action  had  been  set  down  as  late  as 
29th  April.  Every  delay  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  matter  had  been 
due  to  the  action  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown.  Under  these  circum- 
stances was  it  not  too  bad  to  give  an 
answer  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  if 
it  were  all-sufficient  that  when  on 
26th  March  an  injunction  was  applied 
ff>r  it  was  refused  ?  It  was  refused 
because  the  Judge  understood  the  trial 
was  to  come  on  on  Slat  March,  and 
that  the  London  and  North  Western 
steamers  were  not  to  go  to  Carlisle 
Pier  until  Ist  April.  He  did  not  like  to 
make  a  personal  charge  and  he  hoped 
the  Attorney-General  would  not  under- 
stand him  as  doing  so,  but  it  looked  as 
if  someone  misled  the  Judge — at  all 
events  as  if  the  Judge  acted  upon  stated 
facts  which  did  not  exist.  Surely  the 
usual  practice  in  'these  matters  was  to 
delay  action  until  the  question  of  law 
was  decided.  He  admitted  at  once  that 
if  this  were  a  frivolous  action,  if  it  were 
known  universally  that  there  was  no  sub- 
stance behind  it  and  that  the  question  of 
law  was  a  mere  bogus  question,  the  action 
of  the  Government  might  be  justified. 
But  that  excusft  was  taken  away  by 
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what  he  had  mentioned.   Under  these 
circumstanceEt    and    seeing    that  the 
Attorney-General  had  certiBed  that  there 
was  a  real  bona  fide  question  of  law 
involved,  he  held  that  it  was  a  monstrous 
thing  for  the  Government  to  anticipate 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  by  allowii^ 
the  London  and  North  Western  steamers 
to  go  to  this  pier,  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  which  the   Dublin  Steam  Packet 
Company  had  challenged  them  to  prove 
their  right.   The  worst  of  the  matter 
was  that  they  need   not  break  their 
contract,  if  they  had  made  a  contract, 
with  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company.   No  hardship  would 
be  done  to  that  company  by  their  being 
prevented  from  going  to  the  Carlisle 
Pier;  they  could  go  to  the  Victoria 
Wharf  where  he  had   seen  hundreds 
and  thousands  of   soldiers  embarking 
from  the  ship's  aide  on  to  the  quay. 
Under  these  circumstances  there  could 
not   be   any   hardship.    He   had  no 
objection  to  the  London  and  North 
Western  Company  going  even  to  Kings- 
town, provided  thoy  did  not  thereby 
rob  the  Port  of  Dublin.   He  believed 
the  London  and  North  Western  Company 
by  one  of  their  Acta  had  the  power 
to  go  into  Dublin  or  Kingstown,  but 
whenever  they  went  to  Kingstown  or 
Howth  they  were  to  pay  dues  equal 
to  those  they  were  paying  in  Dublin. 
If  that  was  true  the  Government  were 
conniving  at  a  violation  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament.   But  he  challenged  the  At- 
torney-General to  say  whether  what  he 
had  stated  was  a  fact.    If  it  was  not. 
any  argument  he  had  based  upon  it  fell 
to  the  ground.   If  it  was  true  he  repeated 
that  the  Government  were  connivirg  at 
the  violation  of  an  Act  of  Parliament^ 
in  the  interest  of  an  English  commercial 
company,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  an. 
Irish  port.   He  begged  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  Clancy.) 


Hb.  MOONEY  repudiated  the  idea 
that  their  interest  in  this  debate  was 
the  interest  of  a  private  company.  He 
was  of  the  opinion  that  Kingstown  ought 
never  to  come  under  the  control  of  a 
private  company,  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  they  chaUenged  the  «cti^-  of  the 
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Govenunent  who,  by  that  action,  they 
submitted  were  prejudging  the  case, 
and  attempting  to  create  a  monopoly 
in  favour  of  a  particular  company. 
They  would  like  to  see  far  more  traffic 
than  there  was  in  Kingstown,  and  instead 
of  trying  to  keep  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  out  they 
would  like  to  see  other  companies  come  in. 
But  they  held  Ihat  the  public  interest, 
the  safety  of  the  mail  service,  and  the 
convenience  of  the  public  ought  to  be 
considered,  and  submitted  that  by  their 
action  the  Treasury  had  acted  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  create  a  prejudice 
in  favour  of  one  of  the  parties  in  the 
action  now  pending  before  the  Court. 
They  held  also  that  the  Treasury  had 
prejudiced  the  speedy  carrying  of  the 
mails,  the  safety  of  the  ^ips,  and 
the  comfort  of  the  passengers.  He 
wanted  to  know  who  it  was  that  gave 
orders  to  arrest  the  porter.  The  super- 
intendent must  have  been  acting  under 
the  orders  of  somebody.  Who  gave 
those  orders,  and  who  gave  the  autho- 
rity to  the  police  to  take  action  which 
was  prejudicial  to  the  case  now  before 
the  Court  ?  The  CHiief  Secretary  knew 
nothing  about  it.  The  Treasury  and 
the  Postmaster-General  knew  nothing 
about  it.  On  whose  authority  did  the 
harbour  authorities  at  Kingstown  refuse 
to  clear  the  way  for  the  Royal  Mail 
steamer  that  morning  ?  Why  was  the 
launch  not  titere  on  the  previous  day  % 
It  was  a  curious  commentary  tliat  while 
the  harbour  launch  refused  to  clear  the 
way  for  the  Royal  Mail  steamer  she  was 
in  attendance  and  cleared  the  way  for 
the  London  and  North  Western  boat. 
Was  th&t  the  action  of  the  Treasury  ?  The 
first  duty  of  the  Treasury  was  not  to  pro- 
vide monopoly  terms  for  any  individual 
company,  but  to  provide  that  the  mails 
were  carried  in  the  beat  and  safest  manner. 
The  other  point  he  wished  to  take  was 
this.  When  they  were  told,  as  they  were 
told,  that  Mr.  Justice  Eve  refused  the 
injunction,  he  (Mr.'  Mooney)  remarked 
that  what  was  before  Mr  Jiistice  Kve  was 
that  the  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way Company  could  not  use  tiie  harbour 
before':  IstfApril.^,  Hie  application  was 
made  on  25^1  March  and  the  learned 
Judge  put  it'down  for  31st  March.  It 
was  then  pointed  out  that  the  Attorney- 
General  could  not  conveniently  attend, 

Mr.  Mooney. 


and  it  was  again  postponed  until  29th 
ApriL  The  inlays  had  taken  place  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Crown  and  not 
those  of  the  Steam  Packet  Company. 
Their  complaint  was  that  the  case  of  the 
company  was  undoubtedly  prejudiced  in 
the  public  mind.  The  Government,  by 
their  action,  seemed  to  be  taking  the  part 
of  one  side.  To  bring  into  play  the 
Vice-Admiral  and  the  Dublin  Metropoli- 
tan Police,  and  to  use  them  for  one  party 
against  the  other  was  distinctly  to 
prejudice  the  case  to  be  heard  on  tiie 
Petition  of  Right.  The  London  and  North 
Western  Company  imder  the  Act  of  1868, 
had  a  right  to  use  the^  [harbour.  But 
was  there  no  other  place  in  the  harbour  ? 
There  was  the  Victoria  Wharf  to  which 
they  could  go  without  inconvenience. 
That  wharf  was  used  for  ihe  landing  of 
troops,  it  was  used  for  the  landing  of  the 
Queen  the  last  time  she  went  to  Ireland, 
and  it  was  also  the  place  at  which  the  King 
landed.  There  was  very  strong  ground 
for  complaint  against  the  authorities  for 
taking  sides  against  the  City  of  Dublin 
Steam  Packet  Company  and  with  the 
London  ind  North-Western.^  When  the 
Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board  Bill  was 
before  the  House,  the  London  and  North 
Western  Company  came  before  the 
Committee  and  objected,  but  the  Bill  was 
passed  notwithstanding,  and  the  London 
and  North- Western  Company  were  now 
attempting  to  get  behind  ^e  decision 
of  the  Committee  and  of  botli  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  he  did  not 
propose  to  enter  into  any  question  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  or  as  to  the  conduct  of 
tbe  Government  in  alloudng  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company  to 
go  to  Kingstown  Harbour.  That  was  a 
question  as  to  which,  for  anything  he 
knew,  there  might  be  a  great  deal  to  be 
said,  but  it  was  not  a  question  w^hich 
came  within  the  terms  of  the  Motion.  It 
was  not  a  question  on  which  he  possessed 
any  information,  nor  was  it  one  on  which 
he  was  authorised  to  speak.  The  t&cta 
were  these :  A  Petition  of  Bight  was 
presented  to  the  King,  and  before  it  came 
on  for  hearing  the  suppliants,  the  Packet 
Company,  asked  for  certain  interim  relief. 
What  they  asked  for  was  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  t&e  Coist^w^i^  ^ould 
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have  the  effect  of  preventing,  or  wonld 
indicate  to  the  Oovemment  that  it 
ought  to  prevent,  the  use  of  the  pier  by 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  as  from  Ist  April  until  the  case 
was  heaid.  They  further  asked  for  any 
other  relief  that  might  be  proper  in  the 
circumBtances.  The  Bubstance  of  the 
application  was  that  it  invited  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  the  Court  upon 
which  the  Government  might  act.  The 
application  was  not  made  so  early  as  it 
might  have  been,  as  the  controversy  had 
reached  an  acute  stage  before  the  peti- 
tion was  presented.  There  was  an 
announcement  in  the  Dublin  papers  on 
14th  February  that  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  intended  to  run 
their  steamers  to  the  pier,  and  the  Packet 
Company  took  no  action  until  17th 
March  when  the  petition  was  presented, 
and  shortly  after  the  Packet  Company 
gave  notice  of  application  for  an  interim 
injunction.  That  application  was  heard 
on  the  25th,  and  the  Company  said  they 
could  not  efficiently  carry  out  their  con- 
tract to  carry  the  mails  unless  they  were 
granted  some  relief.  The  learned  Judge 
heard  all  the  arguments  on  the  applica- 
tion and  gave  judgment,  and  it  was  not 
true  that  the  application  was  summarily 
disposed  of.  It  was  fully  heard  and 
adjudicated  upon.  He  listened  with  sur- 
prise to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  Judge  refused  the  application 
because  he  understood  there  was  to  be 
an  early  trial.  The  Judge  knew  perfectly 
well  that  the  trial  could  not  take  place 
before  Ist  April,  and  there  was  not  the 
Slightest  foundation  for  saying  that  the 
Judge  was  actuated  by  any  such  reason  in 
giving  judgment.  He  gave  judgment  on 
the  merits  of  the  application,  and  not  on 
any  suggestion  that  there  was  to  be  an 
early  trial. 

The  Judge  said — 

"  la  my  opinion  the  euppUaat  Company 
have  not  made  out  such  a  oaee  as  entitles  me  to 
intrafen  either  by  granting  ui  injunction  or 
by  expressing  the  opinion  wUoh  I  have  been 
invited  to  express." 

Hon.  Members  would  see  that  that  was 
a  very  important  factor  in  thp  case. 
Later,  the  Judge  went  on — 

"r  8sy  {rankly  that  if  there  vert  a  case 
where,  in  my  Ofonion,  the  burdoi  cast  upon  the 
■appliiuit  Company  was  being  imreasonably 
inowMod,  wftd  oartionly  If  it  wwe  a  oan  where 


danger  to  life  was  involved,  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  expreeaing  any  opinion  which 
would  have  assisted  the  suppliant  Company 
in  preserving  the  statua  quo  until  the  petition 
has  been  disposed  of.  But,  taking  the  view 
I  do  of  the  evidence,  I  think  it  faUs  far  short 
of  making  out  any  soch  cose  as  that.  It  im< 
doubtedly  does  show,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing out  this  contract,  manffluvree  and  work 
would  have  to  be  done  which  hitherto  the 
suppliant  Company  has  not  had  to  do.  But 
beyond  that  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  it  will 
inflict,  or  that  it  is  calculated  to  inflict,  any 
such  injustice  on  the  suppliant  Company  as  to 
call  for  my  interference  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings.  I,  therefore,  oan  make  no  Order, 
and  excess  no  opinion,  as  invited  by  Far.  1 
of  the  Notice  of  Hbtion." 

And  then  Mr.  Justice  Eve  went  on  to 
say — 

"  With  regard  to  the  alternative  relief  claimed 

in  the  Motion,  so  far  as  the  Courtis  concerned, 
any  day  which  is  convenient  to  the  sapUant 
Company  and  the  Crown  oan  be  appropriated.'* 

Wh"-t  then  took  place  ?  In  behalf  of  the 
Crown  he  told  the  Court  thit  he  was  very 
anxious  to  meet  his  learned  friend,  Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  with  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion for  an  early  and  expeditious 
trial.  He  had  no  desire  to  delay  the 
trial,  and  he  discussed  with  Sir  Robert 
Finlay  in  Court  what  day  could  be  fixed. 
Of  course,  hon.  Members  would  recognise 
that  he  could  have  got  an  adjournment 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  had  no  time 
to  read  the  affidavits.  He,  however, 
made  no  such  application,  but  discussed 
partly  in  the  hearing  of  the  Court  and 
partly  in  the  way  of  a  private  conversa- 
tion with  Sir  Robert  Finlay  to  what  day 
it  was  possible  to  fix  the  adjournment. 
In  the  hearing  of  the  Court  he  said  that 
he  was  engaged  every  day  except  one, 
which  he  mentioned  to  Sir  R.  Finlay,* 
but  that  he  would  put  aside  these  fixed 
engagements  provided  he  got  leave  of  the 
Court  to  do  so,  and  that  the  other  side 
should  have  the  earliest  day  possible. 
That  was  left  by  the  Court  to  be  arranged 
between  Sir  Robert  Finlay  and  himself. 
Unfortunately,  immediately  after  that  the 
harbour- master,  the  principal  witness  for 
the  Crown,  fell  ill,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
delay,  to  Ixis  very  great  regret,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better 
to  take  his  evidence  by  commission, 
so  that  so  far  as  expedition  was  cot- 
cerned  he  was  quite  sure  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  say  there 
was  no  evidence  of  anything^  like,  a 
desire  for  delay,  Th^S^^Wft^'Hi^'-no 
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delay,  and  so  far  as  they  were  concerned 
there  would  be  no  delay.    The  case  was 
an  appeal  by  the  City  <rf  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company,  by  way  of  petition. 
The  petition  was  presented  and  it  proved 
to  be  a  most  remarkable  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  company.   It  was  a  claim 
that  although  there  was  no  contract  for 
the  exclusive  user  of  the  port  on  their 
part  and  no  restrictions,  yet  that  they 
had  by  some  amplificatioD,  which  was 
not  very  clearly  expressed,  by  some 
myBtertoua  grant  acquired  the  right 
to   the  exclusive  user   of   the  pier. 
The  Packet  Company  added  that  that 
claim  should  be  held  as  prima  fade 
evidence  to  this  extent,  that  as  they 
had  for  fifty  years  employed  this  user, 
the  Ijondon  and  North-Westem  Company 
should  not  be  allowed  to  share  that  pier 
until  after  the  hearing.    That  applica- 
tion was  refused.    The  Court  had  full 
knowledge  that  1st  April  might  come 
and  go,  and  the  Judge  said  that  the 
trial  might  not  take  place  until  after 
that  date.    He  argued  that  the  Packet 
Company  had  not  shown  a  sufficient 
case  for  anything  in  the  nature  of  an, 
interim  injunction  which  they  applied 
for,  and  he  pointed  out  that  the  Post- 
master-General was  as  anxious  as  the 
City  of  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company 
not  to  interfere  with  that  service.  He 
further  pointed   out  that  in  relation 
to  this  very  point  they  had  expert  and 
authoritative  advice,  and  that  it  was  not 
to  be  supposed,  if  the  London  and  North 
■ffestem  Company  on  Ist  April  came  in 
for  partial  user  of  the  pier  it  would  be 
of  any  kind  of  use  to  the  Postal  Service. 
The  Packet  Company  came  into  Court 
'and  their   application   was  dismissed. 
What  had  they  done  ?    Had  they  obeyed 
the  law  ?    Had  they  decided  to  wait 
until  the  claim  should  be  tried,  whatever 
the  result  might  be  1    Not  at  all  The 
Packet   Company   did  not  obey  the 
law.    The  very  people  who  came  to  the 
House   and   accused   the  Government 
of  pre-judging  the  case  had  slighted 
and  disregarded  the  law  in  a  manner 
which,  in  a  great  commercial  company 
of  that  kind,  he  coiild  only  describe  as 
deplorable.   It  was  very  unusual  to 
find  this  course  being  adopted  by  a 
Steam  Mail  Packet  Company,  having 
been    told   by    the    learned  Judge 
that  he  would  grant  them  do  interim 

.  Sir  }y,  Bobum. 


injunction.  What  was  their  duty  ?  To 
obey  the  orders  of  the  harbour  master. 
The  harbour  master,  in  pursuance  of 
his  duty,  and  in  exercise  of  his  ri^ta, 
proceeded  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
user  of  the  pier  by  the  London  and  North 
Western  Company ;  but  the  Packet 
Company  refused  to  obey  his  orders. 
There  was  a  daring,  at  all  events  a  com- 
plete, defiance  of  the  proper  powers  of 
the  harbour  master.  Yet  their  friends 
came  to  that  House  and  complained 
that  the  Government  were  pre-judging 
the  case  because  they  were  compelled 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  constituted 
authority.  It  had  been  said  by  the 
seconder  of  the  Motion  that  the  Govern- 
ment refused  to  allow  the  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company  to  use  the  harbour,  and 
that  there  was  very  nearly  an  acddrait. 
He  had  received  a  telegram  from  Dublin 
in  relation  to  that  question.  The  person 
who  sent  the  information  was  thie  proper 
person  to  do  so. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Lough,  N.) :  The 
very  fellow  who  is  on  trial. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  :  The  brother 
of  the  Treasury  Bemembrancer. 


Sir  W.  ROBSON  : 
trial. 


Oh,  I  am  on  zsj 


Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL: 
find  you  "  not  guilty.*' 


We  will 


Sir  W.  BOBSON  said  that  the  tele 
gram  had  been  received  from  Sir  George 
Holmes,  the  proper  person  to  wenA  i-^ 
He  would  read  what  was   said  ana 

then  they  could  discuss  it  as  much  as 

hon.  Gentlemen  pleased.    It  was  said — 

"This  morning  a  collier  was  about  to  leave 
the  harbour  at  the  time  when  a  mail  steamer 
was  doe  to  leave.  The  collier  wa»  warned,  bat 
pioceoded  and  the  mail  steamer  had  to  ^top. 
The  delay  was  slight  but  a  sTunmoiu  vas  tskoi 
out  again'it  the  collier. 

That  might  or  might  not  be  a  fact,  it 
might  be  a  little  scrap  of  fiction  tele- 
graphed over  to  this  country. 

Mb.  MOONEY  said  1  hat  all  he  did  was  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
had  received  a  telegram  to  that  effect, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  &ay  that 
he  made  a  statement  of  fact  which  was 
not  a  fact  at  all.         ^  • 
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Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  was  attribut- 
ing a  little  accuracy  to  Sir  Geoi^e  Holmes 
and  there  was  no  ground  for  the  sugges- 
tion that  there  was  any  collision  on  the 
part  of  the  Grovemment  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  It  was  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  delaying  lit^ation,  but 
it  was  not  the  case,  as  they  were  doing 
their  best  to  expedite  it.  The  Dublin 
Steam  Packet  Company  had,  it  seemed 
to  him,  been  guilty  of  a  most  grave 
and  lamentable  disregard  of  the  law, 
and  the  House  would  be  ill-advised 
under  such  circumstances  if  it  passed 
the  Resolution. 

♦SIb.  T.  M.  HEALT  said  he  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- General, 
who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  would  not  suppose  they  were 
impeaching  his  action  or  throwing  a 
shadow  of  blame  upon  him.  There 
was,  however,  one  remark  in  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  speech  which 
he  reigretted,  and  that  was  that  in  the 
attack  which  he  made  upon  the  Dublin 
Steam  Packet  Company  he  seemed  to 
think  that  those  who  came  forward  on 
that  occasion  were  the  friends  and  re- 
presentatives of  that  Company  and  the 
opponents  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company.  He  had 
been  criticising  the  Dublin  Steam  Packet 
Company  all  his  life,  and  he  had,  to  a 
great  extent,  often  defended  the  London 
and  North- Western  Railway  Company, 
because  anybody  who  had  crossed  from 
England  to  Ireland,  or  vice  versa, 
during  the  last  thirty  years  must  feel 
under  a  boundless  obligation  to  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  for  the  personal  civility  of 
every  man  connected  with  it,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest;  and  the  notion  that 
they  had  come  there  to  assail  that 
Company,  and  as  the  advocates  of  the 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company,  was 
quite  an  erroneous  view.  They  did  not 
come  there  as  Mends  and  representatives 
of  the  Steam  Packet  Company,  but 
they  came  forward  became  they  con- 
ceived that  there  was  a  glaring  injustice 
done  to  an  Irish  Company  and  not 
caring  whether  it  was  u  Conservative 
or  a  Liberal  Company.  It  was  an 
hiak  Company,  and  it  was  as  such  that 
they  were  defending  it.  He  wished 
to  Buln  it  per&ctiy  olear  that  if  the 


Loudon  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  had  come  into  Kingstown 
Harbour  in  a  proper  and  regular  manner, 
he  believed  they  would  have  been 
welcomed  by  that  harbour,  and  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  fair  facili- 
ties for  coming,  and  not  one  word  that 
he  uttered  would  be  in  depreciation  of 
them,  or  used  with  a  view  of  taking 
one  side  or  the  other.  That  was  not 
their  position,  and  he  believed  if  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  had  got  this  concession  from 
the  Treasury  in  a  proper  and  regular 
manner  that  every  man  in  the  House 
would  have  rejoiced.  As  far  as  they  had 
been  permitted  to  know  the  facts,  as  far 
as  they  had  been  able  to  'open  the  local 
shutter  of  the  Treasury  for  about  the 
millionth  part  of  a  second,  which  was 
all  the  exposure  they  could  get,  the 
facts  were  these.  He  was  not  taking 
the  side  of  the  Port  and  Docks  Board  of 
Dublin.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed 
that  the  London  and  North- Western 
Railway  Company  had  not  been  fairly 
treated  by  that  Board.  What  he  com- 
plained of  was  that  in  one  of  the  most 
delicate  transactions  affecting  local  life 
in  Dublin  the  Treasury  had  thrown 
their  sword  into  the  scale  to  the  damage 
of  a  local  institution.  As  far  as  he  under- 
stood the  facts  were  these ;  for  very 
many  years  the  shippers  of  the  three 
Kingdoms  had  an  advantage  over  the 
port  authorities.  He  remembered  very 
well  about  twenty  years  ago,  when  the 
shipping  interest  was  very  strong  in 
this  House,  a  Grand  Committee  sat 
upstairs,  and  nobody  that  was  not  a 
shipowner  could  get  listened  to  at  all, 
and  they  prepared  an  Act  of  Pariiament 
by  which  they  "cheated  the  measure- 
ment" of  the  tonnage  of  vessels  and 
thereby  sent  their  ships  into  the  various 
ports  of  the  Kingdom,  comparatively 
paying  little  or  notUng  for  them,  thereby 
diminishing  to  an  enormous  extent  the 
dues  which  the  port  authorities  received. 
The  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  was  in  a  very  peculiar  position, 
because  by  its  passenger  steamers  there 
were  scarcely  any  goods  carried,  and 
by  its  cargo  steamers  there  were 
scarcely  any  passengers  carried.  It  had 
to  have  three  or  four  passenger  steamers 
get  into  the. dock  every  day,  and  con- 
sequently they  coif^t^uc^s^i^gj^ 
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which  they  lan  a  coach-and-foui  thiough 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  He  did  not 
blame  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  for  trjrirgto  cut  down 
their  tonnage  dues.  But  for  the  last  twenty 
years  the  provisions  in  favour  of  the 
shipping  interest  of  the  three  Kingdoms 
were  found  to  too  unfavourable  to 
port  authorit'e^  and  had  been  repealed, 
first  by  private  legislation  with  regard 
to  the  different  porta  around  tiie 
coast,  and  then,  he  thought,  a 
public  Act  was  passed.  But  gradually, 
whether  by  private  or  public  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  ports  got  the  better  of 
the  shipowners  and  were  enabled  to  get 
a  change  in  thci  measurement  of  tonnage, 
whereby  a  larger  sum  was  extracted 
from  the  shipowners  than  hitherto,  and 
the  payment  of  a  greater  sum  of  port 
dues  became  necessar}*.  The  Dublin 
Port  and  Docks  Board,  a  body  with 
which  they  had  not  the  least  sym- 
pathy— at  least  he  had  not,  and 
he  had  tried  to  reform  it  again  and 
again,  but  in  vain — began  undoubtedly 
to  squeeze  the  London  and  North 
Wratem  Railway  Company,  and  to 
extract  from  them,  so  to  speak,  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  In  so  doing 
they  declared  they  were  legally  ad\ised 
that  they  had  no  option  save  to 
enforce  the  maximum  dues.  Still  he 
did  not  hold  with  the  port  authority 
of  Dublin  in  trying  to  put  this  pressure 
upon  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company,  but  what  did  the 
Railway  Company  do  ?  Under  pressure 
of  these  exactions  they  thought  of  their 
contribution  from  the  Treasury,  granted 
years  ago  for  their  accelerated  mail  ser- 
vice, £4,000 — [A  Nationalist  Member  : 
£6,000}— Well,  £4,000,  £5,000,  or  £6,000. 
He  woidd  say  £6,000,  and  if  he  was 
wrong  in  the  amount  it  was  not  his 
fault.  If  this  had  referred  to  Zululand 
they  would  have  had  a  Blue-book  about 
it.  Immediately  these  astute  men, 
beccuss  the  men  who  conducted  the 
great  railways  were  almost  as  able 
as  the  Gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  saw  they  could  make  their  own 
advantage  and  get  rid  of  this  Dublin 
exaction,  and  get  their  ships  into  Ire- 
land cheaper  by  dropping  the  gratuity 
from  the  Treasury,  for  what  was  called 
acceleration,  and  at  once  informed  the 
Treasury  Remembrancer  of  Dublin, 
Jfr.  T.  M.  Healy, 


who  wag  the  broUier   of   the  head 
of    the    Board    of    Wodcs  which 
control  Kingstown  Harbooi.   That  was 
the  gentleman  who   went  down  into 
the    kitchen    and    cellars  of  Dublin 
Castle,  and  other  places,  and  inspected 
the  coals  and  the  cat's    meat,  and 
saw    whether    he    could    cut  down 
expenses.   These  gentlemen  cut  down 
a  messenger  boy*B  salary  from  6b.  6d. 
to    48.   6d.,   with   the    result  that 
a  couple  of  hundred  a  year  after- 
wards was  added  to  their  own.  They 
said  to  him :  "  We  wiU  let  yon  off  this 
£4,000  or  £5,000  if  you  will  let  us  come 
into   Kingstown   free."    Mr.  Holmes, 
who  cared  no  more  about  Ireland  than  he 
{Mr.  Healy)  cared  about  Roumania,  who 
was  one  of  those  men  who  were  only 
looking  out  for  a  C.B.  or  some  other 
honour,  saw  he  could  make  a  deal,  and 
said  to  himself  that  he  would  be  a  big 
man  at  the  Treasury  if  he  made  this 
bargain  with  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  by  which  the  English 
taxpayers  were  let  off  whatever  the  sum 
was  for  the  acceleration  of  the  mails,  and 
he  made  the  bargain  and  the  Railway 
Company  deprived  the  Port  of  Dublin 
of  the  dues  they  should  receive,  and 
was   allowed    to    come   in    free  to 
the    great    harbour    of  Kingstown, 
which  had  cost  the  people  something  lilra 
£1,000,000.   Why  should  the  Port  of 
Dublin  be  dennded  of  its  dues  from  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  because  of  some  bai^in  whidi 
they  struck  with  the  Treasury.  For 
that  petty  concession  the  Rtulway  Com- 
pany had  conceded  to  the  Treasury  that 
which  was  granted  by  the  Treasury 
for  the  carriage  of  the  mails.   Let  the 
House    remember    that    the  extra- 
ordinary thing  about  Ireland  was  that 
when  new  men  came  into  office  they 
entirely  forgot  the  continuity  of  policy. 
Was  there  a  man  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
who  remembered  Mr  Gladstone's  action 
in  18831   Lord  Richard  Grosvenor  was 
then  the  Chief  Whip  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
a  very  faithful  Whip  to   Mr.  Glad- 
stone.    He  was  now  Lord  Stalbridge 
and  Oiairman    of  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company.  Mr. 
Gladstone  sealed  and  signed  a  contract 
with  that  Company  taking  away  in 
toto    this   mail    contract    trom  the 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Caaxpt^^  The 
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Irish  UembeiB  without  esjepfion  signed 
a  numorial  to  Ifr.   Gladstone,  and 
said  that  this  was  a  poor  Irish  Company. 
It  had  had  the  carnage  of  the  mails  for 
fifty  years,  the  shareholders  were  gener- 
ally widows,  parsons  andsmall  traders — 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  none 
of  his  friends  had  any  shares  in  it — 
and  the  result  was  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
with  the  peculiar  sense  he  had  of  public 
o[nmon,  whetherit  was  English  or  Irish, 
said  to  Lord  Bichard  Grosvenor :  "  Let 
OS  defer  to  Irish  opinion.''   liOrd  Gros- 
venor, to  his  eternal  credit,  althoi^h  it 
was  signed  and  sealed  tore  up  the  con- 
tract and  gave  back  the  mail  contract  to 
this  little  Company.    That  was  the  act  of 
the  l  iberals  in  18^.  They  seemed  to  have 
travelled  as  far  from  1883  in  the  matter 
of  liberality,  as   they  had  from  Mr. 
Gladstone  in  the  case  of  Home  Bub. 
To  gain  £4,000  or  £5,000  for  the  English 
Treasury  the    Port    of   D  iblin  was 
deprived  of  a  much  bigger  sum  in  dues. 
They  welcomed  the  London  and  North- 
Weatern  Railway  into  Kingstown,  but 
why  should  the  Packet  Company  be 
inconvenienced?    That  company  could 
surely  take  its  steamers  to  the  pier  where 
the  King  went.    The  King  went  twice  to 
the  Victoria  Pier,  and  Queen  Victoria  went 
once  to  the  Victoria  Pier.    Were  they 
now  to  be  told  that  the  pier  that  was 
good  enough  for  Royalty,  for  Kings  and 
Queens  was  not  good  enough  for  the  third 
class  passengers  of  the  London  and 
Mcntii  Western  Railway.   The  case  was 
thib,  there  was  the  Carlisle  Pier  at  which 
the  Packet  Company  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  mooring  their  ships.    He  did  not  know 
much  about  nautical  affairs,  but  he 
uaderstood  that  these  ships  must,  at  a 
particular  time  of  the  day  when  they  came 
in,  damp  down  their  fires  to  get  their 
tab-jlai  boilers  cleaned,  and  to  swing 
round,  and  that  unless  they  had  the 
entire  use  of  this  pier  they  could  not, 
as  they  said,  carry  out  their  service 
efficiently.    But  there  was  more  than  that 
in  it.  Let  the  House  remember  that  this 
mail  service  between  England  and  Ireland 
was  the  one  thing  in  the  British  connec- 
tion of  which  they  might    be  proud, 
and  accordingly  they  wished  to  do 
away  with  it.    One  could  travel  as 
r^alarly  from  England  to  Ireland  as 
he  could  come  down  to  the  House  in  a 
cab  ima  the  Stiand.   They  could  travel 


to  the  minute,  the  day,  the  hour,  and 
why  ?   Because  in  the  days  when  there 
were  statesmen  in  the  land  who,  instead 
of  building  "  Dreadnouphts "  thought 
it  wiser  to  build  great  passenger  vessels, 
and  more  of  maintaining  commercial 
supremacy  by  that  means  than  by  shotted 
guns,  the  House  voted  £50,000  a  year 
to  maintain  the  service  between  England 
and  Ireland.    They  could  go  back  almost 
forty  years  in  Hansard,  and  they  would 
find  speeches  by  Gladstone,  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  and  other  great  men  upon  this 
question  of  the  mail  service  between 
England  and  Ireland.  It  was  not  until  the 
Government  took  up  with  South  Africa, 
and  Woolo  -mooloo  and  all  those  great 
foreign  places,  that  Ireland  ceased  to 
be  of  conraderation  to  the  House  and 
Irish  affairs   ceased  to  be  of  interest. 
Great    English    statesmen    in  those 
days    did    not    disdain   to  examine 
these  small  domestic  questions  which 
affected  the  lives  of  the  Irish  people. 
Now  that  they  had  to  look  after  Ne^ 
2^aland  and  Jerusalem  and  Macedonia 
and  all  these  other  foreign  places  the 
Irish  case  was  entirely  neglected.  What 
did  they  now  propose  ?  Mr.  Gladstone's 
contract  was  made  in  1883  and  went  up 
to  1893,  when  a  fresh  contract  was  made 
for  twenty  years.   There  was  only  a 
short  time  for  this  contract  to  run ;  and 
accordingly,  with  that  eye  for  futurity 
which  the  gentlemen  who  looked  after 
the  cash-box  so  generally  had,  they 
wanted  to  rob  Ireland  of  this  little  service. 
He  knew  the  Treasury  too  well.  What  they 
were  thinking  about  was  something  to  help 
the  "All  Red"  route  to  Canada.  He 
called  it  the  "  all  rot "  route.   They  were 
looking  for  some  foreign  cows  with  long 
horns.   They  were  looking  for  some 
route  that  would  take  them  across  the 
Equator  or  the  North  Pole  or  some  other 
interesting  part  of  the  world  and  the 
idea  was,  that  the  Irish  were  not  quite 
80  watchful  as  they  might  have  been  and 
that  this  million  of  money  that  was  given 
for  twenty  years  was  entirely  too  much 
— it  was  going  to  the  Irish.    The  great 
thing  would  be  to  get  it  for  the  people 
in  Vancouver,  who  paid  no  contribution  to 
Imperial  taxation.    "  Our  Imperial  souls, 
they  said  "  are  distsnding,  and  we  cannot 
see  anything  nearer  than  Vancouver," 
and,   accordingly,   the   Treasury  were 
oiaking,  in  this  business,  a  ^^^^^^^ 
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in  force.  The  first  thing  to  do  was  to 
jostle  the  Irish  company  out  of  CarUsle 
pier  and  bring  in  the  London  and 
North  Western  Company.  Possibly 
the  London  snd  Korth  Western  Com- 
pany would  do  this  business  rip- 
pii^jly  and  slappiugly  for  five  years  for 
£5,000.  The  Inah  company  would  be 
dead  and  wound  up  and  there  would  be 
nobody  left  to  compete  in  five  ^'ears, 
and  then  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  would  talk  to  them. 
Let  him  remind  the  Postmaster-General 
what  his  predecessor  Mr.  Arnold 
Morley  did  when  he  was  in  office 
in  1893  when  tiiis  contract  was  to 
espire.  Mr.  Sexton,  then  a  prominent 
Member  of  the  Iru^  Party,  hunself,  and 
others  of  the  Irish  Party  spent  hours 
and  days  with  Mr.  Arnold  Morley  trying 
to  devise  something  when  the  contract 
ran  out  that  would  keep  this  little 
company  on  its  legs,  and  trying  to  do 
something  not  only  to  maintain  the  credit 
of  the  Post  OjBBce,  but  also  this  great 
international  route.  What  they  had 
to  complain  of  was  not  of  the  Govern- 
ment's interfering  with  this  question 
of  the  '  Petition  of  Ri^t.  It  went 
deeper  than  that.  It  went  really 
to  the  relations  between  the  two 
coontzies,  to  the  way  in  which  Irish 
affairs  were  regarded  by  the  Trea- 
sury. It  was  really  part  of  tbe  great 
case  between  Ireland  versus  England, 
that  was  their  grievance.  He  did  not 
know  whether  this  company  acted  vio- 
lently and  illegally  or  not,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  Attorney-General, 
who  was  generally  bo  scrupulous  in 
giving  an  opinion,  prejudge  that  matter. 
He  did  not  know  whether  English 
Judges  read  the  newspapers,  he  pre- 
sumed they  did  not.  He  presumed  that 
the  Judge  before  whom  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  appear  would  not  read 
what  he  said  in  this  House.  Nobody 
ever  did,  nowadays,  and  so  the  Judge 
would  not  have  read  the  statement 
of  the  hon:  Gentleman,  that  this  com- 
pany had  acted  in  an  illegal  manner. 
Therefore  he  would  pass  from  that  to  the 
action  of  the  Chief  Secretary  in  lending 
the  police  to  help  one  party  to  the 
dispute.  He  could  only  say  that 
a  very  bad  example  had  been  given 
to  the  people  in  that  country  by  reason 
of  the  attitude  of  the  police  and  officials 

Hr,T.M,Bealy, 


in  Dublin.    What  was  the  conclusion 

of  the  whole  matter  ?  What  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  wanted  was  to  get  better 
terms  out  of  the  Port  of  Dublin.  He 
believed  that  they  had  not  been  weU 
treated  by  the  Port  and  Docks  Board, 
and  that  they  *were  fully  entitled  to 
better  terms.  The  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  could  not 
in  one  sense  leave  the  Port  of  Dublin. 
They  had  built  a  magnificent  hotel 
there,  pnd  all  their  plant  was  at  the 
North  Wall.  So  far  as  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company 
were  concerned,  he  believed  tiieir  entry 
upon  Kingstown  was  only  tactics  and 
manceuvres.  If  he  was  right,  was 
it  not  deplorable  that  the  Treasury, 
in  order  to  gain  som.c  mean  and 
paltry  advantage  in  England,  should 
have  lent  themselves  to  injuring 
Dublin,  and  interfered  in  a  struggle  of 
this  kind  f  He  thought  they  had  good 
ground  for  raising  the  whole  question. 
It  was  symptomatic  of  the  state  of 
Ireland  and  of  the  treatment  which 
Irish  affairs  received  from  the  Treasury. 
He  believed  the  time  would  come  very 
soon  w^hen  they  would  have  to  have  a 
steadier  method  of  checking  the  action 
of  the  Treasury,  so  that,  whether  by 
way  of  a  Standing  Select  Committee  or 
a  separate  Committee  on  Public  Accounts 
for  Ireland,  or  by  some  other  means, 
the  Gentlemen  who  joined  the  Trea- 
sury as  apprentices,  and  who  a  day  or 
two  afterwards  wanted  to  become  great 
statesmen  by  showing  a  saving  on  Irish 
accounts,  could  be  brought  more  readily 
to  book. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  said  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  North  of  Ireland.  The 
efficiency  of  the  services  which  connected 
the  two  countries  had  been  proved  again 
and  again  by  experience  to  depend  upon 
the  existence  of  competition,  and  the 
best  services  were  those  which  the  Lon- 
don and  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany ran  in  competition  with  rival 
routes.  He  associated  himself  with  the 
apprehensions  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Louth  that  the  real 
object  and  final  result  in  a  few  years  of 
this  manoeuvre  on  the  part  of  that  com- 
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competition  between  Kingstown  and 
England,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  a 
very  disastrous  tting  for  Ireland.  Every 
additional  passenger  service  across  the 
Channel  was  another  bond  of  connection 
between  the  two  countries  and  made 
for  the  commercial  development  and 
improvement  of  Ireland,  and  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  regret  to  anyone  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  that  country  if  one  of 
those  services  were  wiped  out.  It  was 
because  he  thought  this  link  of  com- 
petition in  the  d&ect  service  from  Lon- 
don to  Dublin  was  threatened  by  the 
action  of  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  that  he  intended  to 
vote  for  the  Resolution.  He  thought 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Attorney- 
General  were  over-critical.  He  could 
not  see  that  the  strictures  which  he 
passed  upon  the  action  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company  were  in 
any  way  justified  from  the  legal  point 
of  view.  As  he  understood  the  case,  the 
company  had  possession  of  the  pier  for 
the  purpose  of  their  mail  business  under 
a  licence  from  that  branch  of  the 
Gtovemment  represented  by  the  Post 
Office  and,  being  in  possession  of  a  licence 
under  the  Government,  they  went  to 
an  English  Court  and  asked  it  to  restrain 
the  trespass  and  invasion  of  their  rights 
by  this  foreign  company,  which  it  was 
true  fortified  themselves  on  the  same 
ground  of  the  grant  of  a  Hcence.  He 
could  quite  understand  a  Judge  saying 
the  granter  was  the  Government  and 
solvent,  and  it  was  not  a  matter  for  an 
interim  injimction.  They  could  carry 
on  the  business,  with  some  inconvenience 
probably,  but  still  without  sufficient 
inconvenience  to  paralyse  them,  and  he 
would  leave  the  matter  until  the  trial 
of  the  point  at  issue.  It  was  not  as  if 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  had  obtained  an  injunction 
preventing,  under  their  licence,  the 
Steam  Packet  Company  interfering  with 
theoL  If  they  had  done  that  the  Steam 
Padcet  Company  would  have  flouted  the 
authority  of  the  Court  and  been  guilty 
of  contempt.  Up  to  that  time  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  had  been  so  timid  about  the 
licence  .they  claimed  from  another 
branch  of  the  Qovemment  that  they 
bad  not  gone  to  the  English  Court  at  all 


L  1908}  JdJourjiTnent.  790 

for  an  injimction,  and  yet  the  Attorney- 
General  had  denounced  the  company  as 
if  the  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way Company  had  obtained  an  injunc- 
tion. He  concurred  with  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
that  it  would  be  better  if,  while  matters 
were  sub  judice,  censure  from  the  head 
of  the  English  Bar  and  counsel  in 
the  case  were  not  passed  upon  the  action 
of  either  of  the  litigants.  In  the  interests 
of  the  competition,  which  was  vital  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  excellence  of  the 
route,  he  would  vote  on  this  occasion 
with  the  h<m.  Members  below  Jthe  gang- 
way. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  that 
in  1902  the  Manx  Company  asked 
for  the  same  privilege  with  regard 
to  the  Carlisle  Pier  as  had  now  been 
given  to  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company.  The  Steamship 
Packet  Company  very  much  opposed 
th^t,  on  the  ground  of  its  interference 
with  the  mails,  and  also  on  the  ground  of 
their  user  of  the  pier  being  interfered 
with.  Their  objection  prevailed,  and  the 
Manx  Company  did  not  get  the  privilege. 
What  was  the  difference  between  the  Manx 
Company  and  the  London  and  North 
Western  Company  ?  He  would  never 
forget  the  scene  created  in  the  House  when 
Mr.  Hanbury,  speaking  from  the  Treasury 
Bench  as  the  representative  of  the 
Government,  said  that  it  was  hard  to  see 
when  public  interest  ended  and  private 
interest  began.  The  Manx  Company 
had  not  the  vantages  of  the  London  and 
North-Western  Company.  They  had  not  a 
chairman  who  was  for  years  a  Treasury 
Whip.  They  had  not  a  directorate 
including  no  fewer  than  four  peers,  of 
whom  one  was  a  duke,  four  sons  of  peers, 
two  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  a  brewer.  Could  that  be  the  reason 
for  the  difierence  ?  Of  course  not ! 
The  Attorney-General  had  alluded  to  Sir 
George  Holmes.  The  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  was  his 
alma  nuUer.  Sir  George  began  life  and 
was  educated  as  an  engineer. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  An  account  of  the 
life  of  Sir  George  Holmes  is  wholly 
irrelevant.  The  hon.  Member  must 
speak  to  the  Motion  jt}e|Q];9  I^.HousetJ 
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Mr.  T.  H.  HEALY:  ItisTeirinterept- 
ing. 

*Me.  SPEAKER:  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  write  an  account  o£  it. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEat  said  Sir 
George  Holmes  began  life  as  an  engineer 
in  the  company. 

*The  SPEAKER:  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  observe  my  ruling. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he 
would  not  say  anolJur  word  about  it. 
There  was  a  contract  between  the  Manx 
Company  which  was  refused  and  the 
London  and  North  Western  Company, 
which  was  granted  the  privilege.  '  For 
the  gain  of  a  few  hundreds  to 
the  Imperial  Treasury  this  very 
severe  loss  might  be  sustained 
by  an  Irish  Company  to  the  benefit 
of  an  Elnglish  Company,  and  above  all 
the  means  of  communication  between 
England  and  Ireland  might  be  impaired. 
He  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  some  account  of  the  way 
in  which  he  regarded  the  matter.  His 
hon.  friend  had  not  yet  told  him  what  he 
had  twice  asked  him.  Under  what 
authority  were  large  posses  o£  police 
broi^ht  down  to  Carlisle  Pier  on  the 
previous  night  when  the  right  hon. 
Centlemui  knew  nothing  about  iti 
It  was  done  in  the  interests  of  a  private 
company  as  against  a  public  right  and 
they  ought  to  have  some  e^lanation  of 
that. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) : 
I  think  it  is  realised  that  my  connection 
with  this  matter  is  of  the  very  slightest. 
Whit  we  know  about  it  ia  that  this 
Carlisle  Pier  at  Kingstown,  which  many 
of  us  kniw  only  too  well,  was  on  the 
1st  April  the  scene  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  rivalry  between  two  very 
powerful  companies — the  City  of  Dublin 
Steam  Packet  Company  and  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company, 
each  struggling  for  berths  for  their  great 
steamers.  Each  of  those  companies 
have,  as  we  know,  folLiwers  of  their  own 
— men  in  their  own  service  each  eager 
to  support  the  case  of  the  Company  who 
employs  him.   I  do  not  tiiink  therefore 


it  is  at  all  an  unreasonable  thing  tSiat 
persona  anxious  to  maintain  peace  in 
the    harbour,    which    is  peculiarly 

unsuited  for  anything  like  a  struggle, 
should    look    to   it   that  there  was 
a  sufheient  police   force.     With  the 
single    exception    to    which    I  have 
alluded,    the    police    took    no  part 
whatever  in  this  matter.   They  cannot 
be  accused  of  being  partisans  or  of  hav- 
ing anything  to  do  with  the  merits  of 
this  very  complicated  dispute.  They 
simply  stood  by  and  did  nothing,  but 
their  presence  was  supposed  to  prevent 
anything  like  a  breach  of  the  peace.  I 
personally  regret  that  in  one  case  a 
porter  was  arrested,  and,  as  I  have 
already  told  the  House,  on  hearing  that 
he  had  been  placed  in  custody,  I  im- 
mediately telegraphed  that   he  should 
be     released.      Fortunately     he  was 
not    in    custody.    He    was   on  bail, 
and    after    protracted    legal  inquiry 
before  a  magistrat«,  which  no  doubt  he 
thoroughly  enjoyed,  he  was  subjected  to 
a  fine  of  40s.  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
appeal,  but  the  fine  was  reduced  to  Is. 
in  case  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  that 
legal  privilege.   I  certainly  regret  very 
much  that  anybody  should  have  been 
arrested,  f  )t,  after  all,  obeying  an  order. 
I  quite  f  lel  that  that  case  was  a  departure 
f  om  the  rule.    Otherwise  the  police,  T 
am  informed,  behaved  with  perfect  com- 
posure and  took  part  in  no  way  whatever 
in  this  afiair,  or  expressed  sympathy 
with  one  side  or  the  other.   My  hon. 
friend    asks    me    who    informed  the 
police   that  it  was   possible    a  dis- 
turbance might  arise.    That  is  a  fair 
question.    I  am  told  the  information 
came  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  is  a 
Commissioner  of   Public   Woiki.  He 
informed  the  police  that  it  was  quite 
possible  that  there  would  be  a  breach  of 
peace,  and  accordingly  the  police  who, 
naturally  on  an  occasion  of  that  sort,would 
not  communicate  with  me,  being  satisfied 
that  the  request  was  made  in  good  faith, 
sent  a'  sufficient  force  to  preserve  order 
which  I  dare  say  would  not  have  -been 
broken  if  they  had  not  been  there. 
In  these  matters  nobody  can  be  expected 
to  run  any  risks.   I  think,  therefore, 
the  House  will  apprehend  that  in  the 
situation  at  the  harbour — rivalry  between 
the  companies,  great  steamers  coming  and 
going.  «un»t«l  m»  ^^j^g^  «n. 
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caee  to  delay  the  steamer  from  leaving 
tto  mooringB,  and  ia  the  other  case 
anxious  to  assist  it  to  do  80'--distuTbancc 
might  very  possibly  have  arisen.  The 
polke  were  deroanded  and  they  were 
there.  Now  I  trust  we  will  hear  no  more. 

Mr.  MOONEY  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Ctentlemsn  say,  was  the  porter  arrested 
for  committing  an  act  that  might  lead 
to  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  We  shall  have  a  full 
account  of  the  protracted  proceedings 
before  the  magistrate.  The  charge  made 
cgainst  him  was,  I  believe,  that  he 
had  obstructed  the  assistant  harbour 
master  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  by 
loosening  a  hawser  from  a  bollard  on 
the  pier.  That  was  the  charge  preferred 
by  the  assistant  harbour  master,  and 
that  was  the -matter  tried  before  the 
magistrate. 

Me.  CLANCT  :  The  debate  having 
answered  the  object  which  my  hon. 
friends  uid  myself  had  in  view,  and  no 
Minister — and  I  say  this  with  some 
deliberation — having  risen  to  defend 
the  trick  by  which  the  Port  of  Dublin 
has  been  deprived  of  £6,000  a  year,  I 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


SUPPLY. 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Question, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £52,400  (in- 
cluding a  Supplementary  sum  of  £13,000 
bs  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  certain 
Cemeteiies  Abroad,"  resumed. 

Question  ag^  proposed. 

Sir  F.  BANBUKT  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  two  items  in  the  Vote 
The  first  was  for  the  enlargement  and 
adaptation  of  Madame  Martini's  house. 
He  wanted  to  know  who  Madame  Martini 
was  and  why  her  house  had  been  adapted 
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at  an  expense  of  £6,950,  of  which  £4,950 
had  already  been  spent  and  £2,0(N)  wa' 
put  down  for  this  year.  There  wa'i 
also  an  item  of  £14,000  for  the  erection 
of  anew  Consulate  at  Port  Said.  That 
was  a  new  Vote  and  £2,000  was  suppoBed 
to  be  required  for  it  this  year.  He_ 
wanted  to  ask  two  or  three  questions 
upon  that.  He  first  wanted  to  know 
why  it  was  necessary  to  erect  a  new 
Consulate  at  Port  Said.  He  presumed 
there  had  been  a  Consulate  at  Port  Said 
for  many  years.  He  did  not  grudge 
the  Consul  at  Port  Said  proper  accom- 
modation, but  as  he  had  apparently 
been  there  for  a  great  number  of  years 
and  had  existed  during  those  years,  as 
far  as  he  knew  without  inconvenience 
to  himself  or  the  business  which  he 
carried  out,  why  was  this  £14,000  sud- 
denly required  to  be  expended  ?  In 
view  of  what  had  taken  place  earlier 
in  the  evening  too,  he  would  like  to 
know  whether  this  was  merely  a  sketch 
Vote  which  would  probably  next  year 
be  enlarged,  or  whether  it  might  be  more 
or  less  adhered  to.  There  was  also 
an  item  for  rebuilding  the  Consulate 
at  Nagasaki  and  the  original  estimate 
was  given  as  three  noughts.  He  did 
not  Imow  what  that  meant. 

•Mr.  HARCOURT  :  £5,000.  The  five 
is  accidentally  omitted. 

SmF.  BANBURY  said  there  appeared 
to  be  something  imfortunate  with  regard 
to  the  printing  of  the  Estimates  this  year, 
because  the  Memorandum  which  ought 
to  have  been  circulated  on  7th  March 
was  not  presented  until  that  morning. 
He  had  been,  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
given  an  advance  copy  about  ten  days 
ago,  but  that  he  thought  was  only 
because  he  happened  to  make  some 
observations  about  it  in  the  House  of 
Conmions.  He  had  no  wish  to  be  put 
in  a  favoured  position  or  to  obtain  an 
advantage  over  his  fellow  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  He  must 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
would  investigate  the  matter  of  the 
printing  in  order  to  ensure  that  in  the 
future  the  proper  figures  were  put  in 
and  that  the  Memorandum  was  cir- 
culated as  the  proper  date  and  not  at 
the  Ust  moment.^  At ^thQ^^^e. 
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he  hoped  that  wonld  not  prevent  him 
having  the  privilege  of  an  advance  copy 
if  any  were  given  to  Hembets  on  that 
side  of  the  House. 

,  *Ub.  HARCOUBT  said  the  prosperity 
of  Port  Said  waa  increasing,  and  it 
was  considered  advisable  to  rebuild 
the  Consulate  there.  The  hon.  Uember 
had  complained  that  this  item  had 
appeared  suddenly  in  the  Estimates. 
Any  item  that  was  new  must  appear 
suddenly.  The  establishment  of  a  new 
Consulate  was  necessary  at  Port  Said 
because  there  was  a  larger  population 
there  than  the  hon.  Baronet  seemed  to 
imagine.  The  hon.  Baronet  had  asked 
a  question  about  the  wages,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  if  at  a  later 
date  he  gave  him  a  schedule  of  the  wages 
after  it  had  been  translated  into  our 
currency.  The  Memorandum  circulated 
by  the  Treasury  did  not  concern  him, 
although  he  was  glad  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  hid  managed  to  get  a  copy 
before  he  did.  He  regretted  that  in  the 
hon.  Baronet's  copy  a  blunder  occurred 
in  one  of  tlie  figures. 

Mr.  ASHLET  said  that  in  reference 
to  the  Consulate  at  Port  Said  he  could 
not  regard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
answer  as  satisfactory.  The  percentage 
of  British  vessels  going  through  Port 
Said  was  less  than  it  was  ten  years 
ago,  and  he  was  afraid  that  the  trade 
of  that  port  was  not  increasing.  The 
increased  trade  to  Egypt  went  almost  en- 
tirely through  Alexandria,  and  the  amount 
certainly  seemed  a  large  sum  to  spend 
upon  a  port  where  the  trade  was  almost 
stagnant.  He  thought  £14,000  was  a 
very  large  sum  to  spend  upon  a  new 
building,  for  he  understood  that  there 
was  not  a  new  site  to  be  bought ; 
the  money  was  for  the  building  only, 
to  be  erected  on  the  old  site.  He  agreed 
that  OUT  Consuls  should  be  properly 
housed,  but  when  the  Government  were 
trying  to  economise  money  in  bo  many 
directions  he  thought  £14,000  for  this 
purpose  was  a  very  laige  and  excessive 
amount.  He  also  desired  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  sum  of  £6,400  for  reconstructing 
the  Chancery  in  Paris.  He  hoped  the 
exterior  would  not  be  interfered  with. 
It  was  hardly  necessary  to  spend  £5,400 
01  rcronatructing  the  interior. 

^ir  F.  Banbury. 
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*Ur.  REES  said  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  the  Consulate  at  Pwt  Said 
was  combined  not  as  r^ards  the  office, 
but  as  regards  the  occupant,  for  many 
years  with  the  agency  of  the  P.  and 
0.  Company.  He  did  not  understand 
the  necessity  for  a  new  building  although 
he  did  not  agree  witii  the  contention 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  that  a 
Consulate  was  no  longer  required  at  Port 
Said.  It  would  be  required  and  very 
much  required  as  long  as  the  Suez  Canal 
was  in  use,  and  we  were  the  owners  of 
India,  wd  the  carriers  of  the  worid. 

Sib  F.  BANBURY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  answered  hia  qoestion 
<'sto  why  it  was  necessary  to  erect  a  new 
Consulate  at  Port  Said.  Had  there 
been  any  increase  of  business  there 
which  made  that  step  necessary  %  The 
only  reason  which  had  been  given  wss 
that  the  old  building  was  a  bad  one. 
He  was  glad  that  <m  this  pcnnt  they  had 
the  hon.  Member  ioc  Mtrntgomeryshire 
on  their  side.  He  understood  that 
there  was  no  question  of  acquiring  land, 
and  all  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  stated 
was  that  the  old  buildings  were  going  to 
be  improved.  The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
in  his  reply  was  very  amusing  and  said 
he  would  get  for  hun  the  schedule  of 
wages  and  have  it  translated  into  the 
English  currem^.  That  was  not  what 
he  wanted  at  all.  His  point  was  that  they 
were  able  to  build  more  cheaply  at  Port 
Said  than  in  this  country  because  wages 
were  lower,  and  he  thought  £10,000  was 
a  very  la^e  sum  to  spend  upon  a  house 
in  Port  Said.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given  him  no  answer  whatever  to 
that  question.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  they  could 
build  more  cheaply  there,  and  whether  it 
was  not  true  that  £10,000  spent  upon  a 
house  at  Port  Said  was  probably  equal  to 
£15,000  spent  in  this  country  for  the 
same  purpose.  If  he  was  right  in  that 
contention  he  wanted  to  know  why  in 
that  part  of  the  world  it  was  neoessary 
to  spend  such  a  large  sum.  If  he  did  not 
get  a  satisfactory  answer  to  those  points 
he  should  certainly  divide  the  House. 

Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  moved  to 
reduce  the  Vote  by  £200.  Those  hon. 
Members  who  Dpjg^^giiwsAlQibout 
economy  m  these  matter?  felt  dnnpeUed, 
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after  the  Veiy  unsatis&ctory  answers 
thej  had  received  to  the  points  they 
had  raised,  to  divide  the  Committee 
upon  this  Motion.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London  had 
appealed  to  him  as  one  who  had  known 
Port  Said  for  more  years,  perhaps, 
than  almost  any  other  Member  of  the 
House,  to  express  his  opinion  on  this 
point,  and  be  could  only  say  that  he 
thought  the  expenditure  of  £14,000 
on  a  Consulate  there,  without  one  word 
of  e^lamition,  was  almost  as  remark- 


f9^ 

able  as  the  expenditure  of  £10,000  upon 
a  Consulate  at  Mukden,  which  had^been 
voted  without  one  word  of  protest^from 
hon.  Members  below  the  gangwayt  and 
those  representing  the  Lalwuz  Party,  i 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £62,200, 
be  wanted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr. 
T.  L.  Corbett.)         .  ;  , 

The  Comnuttee  divided  : — Ayes,  33 ; 
Noes,  190.   (Division  List  No.  68.) 


AYES. 


Acluid-Hood.  Bt  Hii.SirAlez.F 
Arinrright,  John  Stanhope 
BalearreB,  Lord  r-^ 
Bannw,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Lotid(mderry,N.) 
BignoM,  Sir  Arthur 
Cecil,  Erelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cotttes,  E.  Feetham(l>wi8ham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoa,  H.  A.  E. 
Cbrbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
DotwUs,  Rt  am.  A.  Alcecs' 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Fell,  Arthur 


Frastcr,  Henry  William 
Qotdding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  MarqueHs  of 
MacCaw,  William  J.  BlacGeagh 
H' Arthur,  Charles 
Moore,  Wiliam 

Pease.Herbort  Fike(DarUngton 
Bandlee,  Sir  John  Sonnah 
RawtinMm,  John  Vndenak  Feel 
Remnant,  James  FarquharKm 
Ronton,  Major  Leslie 


Salter,  Arthur  Clavfll 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertfotd.East) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanuk) 
ValMitia,  Viscount 
Younger,  George 

TlLLBBS  WOB  KBB  AtBS — Sir 

Frederick  Banboiy  and  Mr. 
Ashl^. 


NOES. 


A|(new,  George  WiUiam 
Allen,  A.  Aoland(Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  <a  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  O.  N. 

Barry,  Redmond  J.CIVrone.N.) 
Beale.  W.  P. 
Beanohamp,  E. 
BeU.  Richard 

Baoii.W.(r  w'r  Hamleis,S.Geo. 

Boweiman,  C.  W. 

Brim,  John 

Bript,  J.  A. 

&odie,H.C. 

Bryoe,  J.  Annan 

Borke.  E.  Havihiad' 

Bnxtm,  Bt.HjD.Sydney  Cbules 
^lM,WimuaP&laid 
OuT-Oomm,  H.  W. 
GattBton,RtHn.BichaidKnight 
Cbwley,  Sir  Frederick 
C3wnT,  Bt.  Hon.  R  R. 
Cloof^  William 
OoUins,Sir  Wm.  J.(aPai)oni6,W 
Gomjrton-Biokett,  Sir  J. 
Oooper,  O.  J. 

Oarbett,C  H(SaMez.E.ariiiat*d 

CMtoii,SirH.  J.a 

Cnan,  Eugene 

Ckooks,  mUiam 

Croefield,  AH. 

Ddiiel,  James  Heocy 


Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Folham) 
Bavies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Delany,  William 
Duckworth,  James 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  0.  (Barrow-in-FumesB 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (CCmbome) 

Dunne,Hajor  E.Martin(Wal8all 

Erskine,  David  C 

Essex,  K.  W. 

Esslnnont,  George  Bimie 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fiennee,  Hon.  Eustace 

Fuller,  John  Hiohael  F. 

Oibb,  James  (Hanow) 

GiU,  A.  H. 

GladBtone,Rt.HiLHerbert  John 
Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew, W. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Grant,  Corrie 

Gurdon,  KtHn.8irW.  Brampton 
Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Levis 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey.  W.E.(  Derbyshiie,N.E. 
HawOTth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel.  Dr.  A  E. 
Hazleton,  lUchard 
Healy,  Timothy  Miohael 
Helme,  Nmral  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 


Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hope,  W.  Bateman(Somer8et,N, 

Homiman,  Em«lie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Cliwendon 

nUngworth,  Peioy  H. 

Jowelt,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  ^ul 

Kilbride,  Dciiis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knntsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamont.  Norman 
Lirdner,Jame8  Carrige  Rushe 
Layland-Bairatt,  Fwiois 
Lehmann,  R.  0. 
Lever,  A.  Levy(Essez,Harwiob 
Levy.  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hoo.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Macdonald,  J.  R.(L  eioester) 
Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Mac  Veagh.  Jeremiah(Down,  S.) 
MaoVeigh,  ChArle8(Donegal,E.) 
M'CaUum,  John  M. 
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M  T^rcn,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  \V.) 
M'Miciking,  Major  C, 
Maliet,  Char  oi  E. 
Mark.s,G.Croydon(Launoe8ton ) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 

MrohaniFranciuE.iLoitrinitN. ) 
ilicklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  Wiiliom  ' 
Montagu.  B.  S. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 
Morrell,  Philip 
Iforton,  AlphouH  Cleophu 
"  Muldoon,  John 
Myer,  Horatio 

Nioholson.Charlcs  N.(Doncast'r 
Xorman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomaa  WilKnH 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenr^v) 
0'(-onnor,  T.  P.  {Liver|ioo  \ 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donneil,  John  {Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Keily,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kellv,  Jame!"(RoHcommtiii,N 
O'Mailey,  William 
Parker,  Janux)  (Halifax) 
Piirtington,  Oswald 
Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs,  leck) 


Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  C.E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Prieatley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestlcy,W.E.B.  (Bradford,E. ) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Ritsaell  (Scarboro' 

Reddjr.M. 

Reea,  J.  D. 

Richards,  ThomaB(W.H(Him*th 
Richards,  T.F.(Wolvorh'mpt'D 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciraan,  VTalter 
Rusaell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,Herbert  L.  (Clevelatid) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lync 
Seaverna,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shaekleton, "David  James 
Shaw.Rt.  Hon.T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Rnowden,  P. 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanfey.  Albert  (StaffB.  N.  W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph((^h.) 


Stewart-Smith.  D.  (Kendal) 
Straiiss,  E.  A.  (Abingdim) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 
Tennant  SirEdward(Sali8bnry 
Thoma8,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
ThompBon,J.W.H.(Somei»et>E 
TomkhiBcm,  James 
Vemey.  F.  W. 
Wadswortb,  J. 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward.W.  Dudley(Southampt'D 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,  Hon.  E.  (Clackmanan) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wilen,  Thomas 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
WilaoD,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (MiddleabroDgh) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancra*,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhob^toh) 
Yoxall,  Junes  Heniy 

Tellsbs  .Foa  THK  Non— Hr. 
Whlteloy  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Fease. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  fell  called  attention  to  an 
item  of  £815  for  new  boundary  walls 
for  the  Consulate  Gaol  at  Shanghai, 
and  asked  for  an  explanation.  It  was 
a  singular  thing  that  where  the  Chinese 
were  concemeil  the  House  could  not 
get  away  from  walls  and  gaols  and  com- 
pounds. It  piizzU^d  him  to  uiideratand 
why  wo  should  huve  a  yaol  of  our  own 
at  Shanghai  so  extensive  as  to  require 
a  boundary  wall  which  was  to  cost  £815. 

Mr.  GRETTOX  (Rutland)  asked  for 
information  in  regard  to  a  sum  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  the  Embassy  buildings 
at  Madrid. 


TheI^EPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  Itisnot 
in  order  now  to  liiscnss  fa]iital  outlay. 
The  item  in  the  Vote  is  for  maintenance 
and  repairs. 

Mr.  GRETTON  said  he  wished  to 
get  information  on  that  subject.  A 
sum  of  money  was  put  down  last  year 
and  the  work  was  not  gone  on  with. 


proposal  for  renewing  the  building 

was  not  gone  on  with, 

TheDEPUTY  CHAIRMAN:  Thehon. 
Member  must  see  that  maintenance  hafl 
nothing  to  do  with  anything  that  ha* 

not  been  gone  on  with. 

Mr.  GRETTON  said  they  were  now 
asked  to  vote  money  for  buildings  which 
were  not  satisfactory,  and  which  ought 
to  be  renewed.  He  thought  fae  would 
be  in  order  in  questioning  die  expenditnit 
of  money  on  such  buildingB, 

The  DEPUTY -CHAIRMAN:  There  is 
no  charge  for  new  buildings,  and,  there* 
fore,  there  can  be   no  discussion  on 

that  fiubjeet.  You  cannot  discuw 
capital  outlay  on  the  question  of 
maintenance. 


Mr.  GRETTON  said  he  bowed  to  the 
Chairnian't4  ruling.  He  would  put  the 
matter  on  a  narrower  basis  and  ask 
whether  the  sum  of  money  to  be  voted 
for  the  maintenance  of  Embasuea  vsb 


H<!  thought  he  would  be  in  order  in  adequate  for  t^e^ma^|^^y^(«l^adnd 
asking  why,  for  the  time  licing.  the  ]  of  the  dignity  %Pth^  tepresratatiTe  of 
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Sujypty, 


80^ 


&is  country.  The  proper  maintenance 
of  the  Embassy  at  Madrid  was  a. matter 
of  great  interest  to  this  country,  and 
he  desired  to  know  whether  it  was  pro- 
posed to  expend  any  larger  sum  in  any 
future  year. 

The  deputy -CHAIEMAN:  The 
question  whether  there  will  be  ex- 
penditure of  a  larger  sum  in  any 
fatore  year  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  GBETTON  asked  whether  he 
might  point  out  that  the  sum  takei 
this  year  was  not  sufficient.  The  sum 
wMeh  had  been  taken  woa  not  sufficient 
to  maintain  the  Embassy  in  a  condition 
worthy  of  the  dignity  of  this  country. 
There  was  some  difficulty  in  obtaining 
any  information  that  evening  in  regard 
to  some  of  these  smaller  items.  He 
thought  it  was  alnnrd  that  l^e  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  this  Vote,  but  he  was  sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give 
all  information  in  his  power  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

•Mr.  HARCOURT  said  he  was  always 
glad  to  afFord  to  hon.  Members  op- 
posite any  information  in  his  possession. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth 
had  asked  a  question  as  to  the  gaol  at 
Shanghai.  There  had  been  a  gaol  at 
Shanghai  for  some  time,  as  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  knew,  but  imfortunately 
it  had  been  for  many  years  surrounded 
by  a  wooden  fence  only.  The  Consul 
now  thought  it  necessary  to  have  a  wall — 
a  common  thing  in  the  case  of  a  gaol — 
aod  he  had  given  way  to  his  repr^enta- 
tions.  The  hon.  Member  for  Rutland 
seemed  to  take  a  great  interest  in  the 
Embassy  at  Madrid,  and  to  have  been 
btmck  by  its  insufficiency.  It  was  quite 
light  that  there  should  be  appropriate 
accommodation  for  the  representatives 
of  His  Majesty  and  this  country  at 
Madrid,  but  the  hon.  Member  might  nut 


be  aware  that  last  year  the>  had  com- 
pleted the  whole  of  the  Embassy  at 
Madrid ;  it  was  in  the  finest  quarter  in 
the  town,  and  was  now  absolutely 
finished  and  decorated.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  he  was  attacked  last  year  for  the 
amount  spent  upon  it.  It  was  the 
absolute  completion  of  the  building 
that  had  kept  it  out  of  the  Estima*:e8 
''his  year,  and  the  information  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  must  be  somewhat  out  of  date. 

Mb.  GBETTON  said  he  had  not  the 
honour  of  being  present  in  the  House 
last  year,  and  therefore  coiild  not  share 
in  the  explanation  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman' had  made  on  the  last  occasion. 
He  saw  that  the  Vote  last  year  was  only 
for  £500.  In  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject might  he  ask  what  was  the  total 
amount  expended  on  the  Embassy  ? 

Mb.  GOULDING  (Worcester)  thought 
that  the  information  given  about  the  new 
boundary  wall  for  the  Consulate  at 
Shanghai  was  eminently  unsatisfactory. 
Here  was  a  sxmx  of  £800  spent  in  one  year 
for  a  wooden  paling.  It  was  impossible  to 
suppose  otherwise  than  that  that  wooden 
paling  had  been  grossly  neglected, 
or  else  this  hideous  expenditure  would 
not  have  been  required.  They  had 
a  Government  in  power  unconmionly 
fond  of  cheeseparing  of  the  most  con- 
temptible character,  except  with  refer- 
ence to  certain  jobs  going  on  in  Ireland. 
If  a  new  paling  was  required,  why  not 
buy  wood  for  it  at  home  and  send  it 
out  to  Shanghai,  thus  giving  em- 
ployment to  British  workmen  %  Why 
should  they  erect  a  big,  clumsy  wall  which 
would  give  employment  to  Chinese 
instead  of  supplying  from  this  country 
an  unclimbable  fence  which  would  give 
the  greatest  satisfaction  %  He  presumed 
it  was  a  Consular  Gaol,  and  that  English- 
men were  not  confined  there.  They 
knew  that  Chinamen  were  not  very  active 
in  their  movements ;  thw*  had  the 
misfortune  to  have^^' '^i|^«^!ti4^ 
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been  of  advantage  to  the  Party  opposite, 
and  that  pigtail  often  got  in  their  way. 
They  woi^d  be  unable  to  get  over  an 
uncUmbable  fence ;  and  if  an  order  was 
given  in  this  country  for  an  unclimbable 
fence  they  would  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  tiiey  had  given  English 
work  to  the  En^sh  unemployed.  He 


Supply. 


begged  to  move  that  the  Tote  be  ledaixd 
by  £360. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, "  That 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  £52,060,  be  granted 
for  the  said  Service."— {^'■-  GwiUMq.) 

The  Committee  divided  ^— Ayes,  32; 
Noes,  188.   (Divinon  List  No.  69.) 


ATES. 


AclancL'H:ood,Rt  HD.Sir  AIox.F 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope  ' 
Ashley,  W.W.  \ 
Balcarres,  Lord  \ 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood-J  ' 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry.  N 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  HiokB 
BigDold,  Sir  Arthnr 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Coatee,  £.  Feetham  (Lewisham 
Coohnuie,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbottt  T.  Lu  (Down,  North) 


Courtbope,  G.  Loyd 
Dn  C^,  Arthur  Philip 
Fell.  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquees  of 
MaoCaw.  William  J .  MacGeagh 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
Moore,  William 
PeaseJSerbert  Fike(DarlinKton 
Bawlhuon,John  Frederick  Feel 


Remnant,  James  F*rqnhan<Hi 
Benton.  Major  Lealiel 
Salter.  Arthur  OaToDl  ^ 
Sinith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Younger,  George 

TiLLSBS  »B  THE  AVK— Mr. 

Goulding  sad  Sir  SMerick 
Buibnry. 


NOES. 


Aaaem,  George  William 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (C^uristohuroh) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry  .Redmond  J.  (1Vnme,lI.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bell,  Rlohard 

Benn,W.<T'w'r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 
Boverm&n,  C  W. 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Bryee,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  £.  Haviland- 
Bylfls,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
CailBton,Rt  ^BiohardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Fkvderiok 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B. 
Clongh,  William 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
OoUins,8ir  Wm.J.(S.Pancraa,W 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH(Sa8sex,E.GrinBt'd 
Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crooks,  William 
Croefield,  A.  H. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Daviee,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Daviee,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Delany,  William 
DiBkiiiaon,W.H.(St.  Fanora8,N 


Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrov-in-Forness 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,Major  £.Martin(WalBall 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex.  R.  W. 
Everett,  B.  Laoey 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walte: 
Fnll«,  John  Michael  F. 
Gibb.  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

GIadBtone,Bt.Hn  Herbert  John 
Glon.Coato,SirT.  (Renfrew.W.) 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 
Haroourt,Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmswortfa,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r) 
Harvey,  A  G.  C.(Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.  E.(De  rbyshire,N.  E. 
Haworth,  Arthur  A 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  £. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  8. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hc^Mrt,  Sir  Robert 
H  ope ,  W.  Bat  eman(8omerBet,N 
HoiniDisn,  Fmslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geofifrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Byde,  CUrendon 
Dfingworth,  FMoy  H. 
Jowett.  F.  W. 


Joyce,  Miohitel 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Keiley,  George  D. 

Kennedy.  Vincent  Paul 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Loidlaw,  Robert 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lardner,  JamefcCa  rrige  BufIc 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever^A  Levy(Eseex,  Hsiitich 

Levy,  Sir  Manrioe 

Lewis,  John  Herbnt 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough.  Thomas 

Lnpton.  Arnold 

Maodonald,  J.  B.  (Leicester) 

Haonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MaeVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down, S. 

UoVeigh.Charlfle  (Don^aliE.) 

M'Crae,  Geoive 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (SUfford,  W.) 

M'Mioking,  Major  G. 

Mark8,G.Croyaon  (LannoeetMi) 

Matnham.  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Mioklem,  Nathaniel 
Hiddlebrook,  Williun 
Mond,  A. 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Mooney.  J.  J. 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Myer,  Horatio 

Nioholson,Char)eBN.(Doncut'r 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  ^lliara 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Biohaid 
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Supply. 


O'Brien.  Fatriok  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (liTerpoo!) 
O'DohertT.  PhiUp 
O'Donnell,  John  (Ibyo,  8.) 
0'Kell7,Janie8  (B<MCommon,M 
Puker.  J«n«s  (Halifu) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Ptosrse,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Prioe.a  E.  (Edinb'gli.Centra1} 

Prieatlev,  Arthur  (Oranthajn) 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  BoBiell  (Soarboro* 

Reddy.BL 

Reee,  J.  D. 

RMhardi,'rhomu  (W.Uonm'th 
Richards,T.F.  (Wolverii'mpt'n 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charka  H.'(Iinoofai) 
Roberta.  G.H.  (Nonrich) 
Roberta,  John  H.  (DenUghs.) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 


{3  April  1908} 

Banoiman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  l^rbert  L.  (ClevelaQd 
Sainael.S.H.  ( Whiteobapel) 
Soott,A.H.  (Aahtonunderl^  ne 
SeaTeniflr  J.  H> 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Oolond 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw.'Bt  .Hon.  T.  (HaviokB. ) 
Snowdeo,  P. 
Stanoer.  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs.  N.  W.) 
StaQley,Hn.A.  Lyi'lpfa  (Chesh.) 
Stewart-Smith.  D.  (Kendal) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss.  E.  A.  (AUngdcni) 
Sammerbell.  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dorham) 
Tennant.SirEdward(3aliBbary ) 
Thonuw.DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Thomjpeon.J.W.H(Somenet,  E. 
Tomkinsoa,  James 
Vemey,  F.  W. 


Supply. 
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Wads  worth,  J. 

Waldron,-Latirenoe  Ambrose 
Walters,  John  Tador 
Ward.W.  Dudley  (Sonthampt'n 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason.Rt.Hn.E  (Claokmannan 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White.  J.  D.  (Dtfmbartonshize) 
White.  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (HalUax) 
Wilea,  Thomaa 
WilU,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilscm,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
WilKa.  J.  H.  (Hiddlesbroogb) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Panora«,8.) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westhoni^ton) 

Tjellxbs  roB  thb  Nobs— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Hr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Original  Question  again  pioposed. 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  Uie 
Clock,  and  objedoon  being  taken  to 
furtber  Proceeding,  the  Chainnan  pro- 
ceeded "to  intermpt  the  Buuness. 


Whereupon  Mr.  Habooukt  rose  in 
his  phtce,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  Thftt  the  Question  be 
now  put." 


The  Committee  divided  :^A7es,  187 ;  Noes,  33.   (Division  List  No.  70.) 


Affnew,  George  WilUam 
Allen.  A.  Acland(Christohiiroh) 
Allen.  Charles  P.  (Strond) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Oodfirey(Isle  ofWigbt) 
Barlow.  F«roy  (Bedford) 
Bamea,  Q.  N. 

Barry,  RedmondJ.  (TynHW,N. ) 

Beale.  W.  P. 

B^,Biehaxd 

Benn.W.fTv'r  HamletiAQeo. 

Bowerman,  C  W. 
Brigg.  John 
Br^t,  J.  A. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
BrycB,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Rybnm 
Burke,  E.  HaTiland- 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-G<mun,  H.  W. 
CaQ«ton.Bt.Hn.RiehaidKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Fredertok 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  B.  B. 
Clough,  William 
Collioa.  Steven  (Lambeth) 
CoUins.8ir  Wm.J.(8.Fancras,W 
Coiapton-Biokett.  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  O.  J. 

Corbeet,CH.  (Siis8ez,E.Orinst'd 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  8. 


AYES. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynenumih ) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crooks,  WUliam 
Crosfleld.  A.  H. 
Daldel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davifls.  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 
Delany,  William 
DiokinMa,W.H.{8t.^naras,N. 
Ooekworth,  James 
Dunean.C.  (Barrow-in-Famess 
Bonn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,HajorE.lCartin(WalsaII 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Tiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Foster.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  a 

Oladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Olen-Coata,  SirT.  (Renfrew,  W. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Oooch,  George  Pea  body  (Bath) 
GrMit,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gnrdon.RtHn.SirW.  Brampton 
Harcourt.  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy,  G«otge  A,  (Soffolk) 


Hamuworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
HarToy,W.  E.(Derbyabire.N.E) 
Hawortii,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel.  Dr.  A.  R 
HadetOQ,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Heime,  Norval  Watson 
Henderaon,  Arthur  (IhOrham)] 
Henry.  Charles  8. 
Higbam.  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hope.W.  Bateman(Somer8etiN 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard.  Hon,  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Peroy  K 
Jowett.  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Laidlaw.  Robert 
Lamont.  Xorman 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rnshe 
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Adjournment 


Lever,  A.  LevyCEBBex^Harwich 

T^vy,  Sir  Hanrice 
Ijowk,  Jobn  Herbert  • 
Lloyd-Georgo,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
L'ipton,  Arnold 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
MacDamara,  Dr.-Thomas  J. 
MaoNnll,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MaoVea|di,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MacVei^,  CharIes{nonegal,E.) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Uren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'MiokinK.  Major  G. 
M'irks,G.CToydoo  (Launceston) 
M  vmluun,  F.  J. 
AlAssie,  J. 

Mtcklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook.  WiUiam 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophae 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nicholson,  Charle6N.(Donca!it'r 
Xorman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  OeoU  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
NuBsey,  Thomaa  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donneli,  John  (Hayo,  S.) 


{.COMMONS} 

0*Kelly,  JameB(RoBOommon,N 
Parker,  Jamee  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (StafEs,  Leek) 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,C.  E.(Edinb'gh,Central ) 

Priestley,  Arthur.  (Orantbam) 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Bnssell  (Scarboro' 

Reddy.H. 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 
Richards.  T.F.  (Wolverh'mpfn 
Ridfldalc,  E.  A 
Roberta,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Deabighs.) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samr  "^l,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland ) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  hynv 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  (>>lonel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  b.) 
Simon,  John  Allselvook 
Snowden,  P. 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (StalEn,  N.  W.) ' 


of  the  House.  808 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyii^h(Che8b ) 
St«wart<Smith.  D.  (Kendal) 
Straus.  B.  8.  (Mile  Ehd) 
Stratoa,  E.  A.  (Abingdoa) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Docham) 
Tennant,SirEdward  (SaliBbBr; 
Thoma8,DavidAlfred(lier(hrr 
Tliom|Non,J.W.H.  (Sunenetj: 
Tomkiuon,  Jamea 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrofte 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward,W.  Dudley(Southampt'D 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason.Bt  Jbi.E  (Clackmannan 
Waterlow.  D.  S. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
^^'hite,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancnu.  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhot^jfaton) 

TBtLUta  voB  Tn  Atbs— Hr. 

Whiteley  ud  Mr.  J.  A. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Baloarrea,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Ha'Miohael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil.  Lord  R.  (Marylebone.  E. ) 
Coatea,  E.  Feetham(Lewi8ham) 


Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Da  Crofl,  Arthur  Philip 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Ooulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Oretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Harqness  of 
MaoCaw,  William  J.  MaoOeagh 
M' Arthur.  Charles 
Moore.  William 

PjMe,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 


RawIinBon,JohnFrederiokPeel 
Remnant.  James  FarqnluusM 
Renton,  Major  Ijeslie 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,Eait) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Caiiohester) 
Thomson.  W;HitcheU>  (Lonaik ) 
Valentia,  Vjaeotint 
Younger,  Gewga 

TBtxnts  roB  THX  Noas  Itf. 
Courthope  and  Mr.  T.  L. 
Corbett. 


Original  Qoestion  pat  accordingly, 
and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 

LOTTERIES  AND  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Lords 
Message  as  relates  to  the  place  and  time 
of  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Lotteries  and  Advertisements  be  now 
considered. 


Lords  Message  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ck>mmittee  of  thU 
House  do  meet  the  Lords  (Committee  as 
proposed  by  thur  Lotdships.— (Jfr. 
WhUeUy.) 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 
therevith. 


Adjourned  at  twenty-one  niootai 
iitf;t«r  Eleven,o'olo^  C 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Si-d  April,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the 
Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Hull  and  Bamsley  Railway  Bill. — Read 
a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Bill — As  amendedt  considered  ; 
to  be  road  a  third  time. 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  £dinbni|;h,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  (BIGHT  HOURS) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition  from  London,  against ;  to  lie 
•  upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS) 
(No.  2)  BILU 

Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Ayr ;  and 
Dalmellington  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  {ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ;  from  Kingston  ; 
Sevenoaks;  Wear  VsJley;  Winchester 
(five) ;  and  Wood  Green  ;  to  He  upon  the 
Table. 

-  HOUSmO  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Falkirk,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED  PREMISES  (EXCLUSION  OV 
CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Blandford,  for  legislation; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILU 

Petitions  against ;  from  Barmboro* ; 
Blackburn ;  Blackpool  (four) ;  Bolton 
on  Deame  ;  Bradford  ;  Chipping 
Wycombe ;  Conisborough  (three)  ;  Des- 
borough ,  Dorchester ;  1  airford ;  Fulham ; 
Ooldthorpe ;  Harlington;  High  Wycombe; 
Kennington  ;  Leeds  ;  Littlemore  (two)  ; 
Nailsworth;  Sheffield  (eight);  Stoken- 

VOL.  CLXXXVn.  [Fourth  Sbribs.] 


church  ;  Swindon ;  Teteworth ;  Thumooe 
(two)  ;  Wath  on  Dearne  (three) ;  and 
Wheatley ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration ;  from  Allerton ; 
Bradford  (six) ;  Rochdale ;  and  Wibsey ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Aberdeen 
(two)  ;  Attleborough ;  Aysgarth  (two) ; 
Bamsley  ;  Bath ;  Batley  (five) ;  Benwell ; 
Blackheath ;  Bradford  (two) ;  Brandon 
Colliery  ;  Brymbo  ;  Byker ;  Codnor ; 
Coleham ;  Cowes  ;  Crosshills ;  Deer ; 
Denholme  ;  Egerton  (three) ;  Fenton ; 
Fraserburgh  ;  Glasgow  ;  Guisbrough ; 
Hackney  ;  Halifax  ;  Hempnall  ;  Hool- 
gerrig ;  Heme  Hill ;  Hopewell ;  Horwich ; 
Kelvedon  ;  Kilsyth ;  Kingston  ;  Lan- 
caster (two)  ;  Leeds ;  Liskeard ;  Lyming- 
ton ;  Macclesfield ;  Middleton ;  Newport ; 
Newton  Heath;  Ovington;  Pendleton; 
Penwith ;  Port  Isaac  ;  Prestwich ;  Rams- 
gate  ;  Raydaleside ;  Ripponden ;  Ragby ; 
Swdown;  Sevenoaks;  Smithy  Brid^; 
Southsea;  Stekeford;  Stockport  (three) ; 
Streatham ;  Sudbury  ;  Truro  ;  Turriff ; 
Ventnor  ;  WateiOTove ;  Wear  Valley ; 
Wensleydale;  West  Auckland;  West 
Norwood ;  Winchester  (five) ;  Wood 
Green  ;  Worsloy  ;  Worthing  ;  and, 
Yardtey ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Deer ;  Fal- 
kirk ;  Glasgow  (two) ;  and,  Saltcoats ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Bilston ; 
Coseley ;  £iith ;  Pontvpool ;  and,  South 
Nutfield  (two);  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Edinburgh ; 
and,  Wolverhampton;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Annual  Series,  No. 
3968  [by  Command];  to /He  UDQuithe 

Table.  Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 
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QaeOione.  {COMMONS} 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Post  Office  Banreyora'  Districts. 
Mb.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
will  state  the  numbers  of  surveyors'  dis- 
tricts in  Ireland  and  in  England,  respec- 
tively; and  whether,  with  regard  to 
appboftti(»is  for  head  postmastersbips  or 
other  superior  appointments,  one  appUca- 
ti(ni  is  allowed  to  oe  forwarded  from  each 
surveyor's  district  in  England,  if  one  or 
more  than  one  candidate  apphes  in  each 
of  such  districts,  whereas  one  apjdication 
only  is  allowed  to  be  forwarded  from  the 
whole  of  Ireland  even  when  there  are 
several  applicants  in  each  surveyor's  dis- 
trict in  Ireland. 

(Anawfed  by  Mr.  Sydney  BwUtm.) 
The  number  of  surveyors'  districts  in 
Ireland  is  three  and  the  number  in  Eng- 
land is  eleven.  All  applications  for  head 
postmastersbips  and  other  superior  ap- 
pointments, whetJier  from  candidates  in 
Ireland  or  England,  are  forwarded  to 
head  quarters  and  considered  there. 
Naturally,  however,  much  weight  is 
attached  to  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
at  Dublin  as  to  which  of  these  candidates 
is  the  best. 

Imperial  Grant  for  Upkeep  of  Eiffhw&ys- 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  damage  is  done  by  traction  engines 
and  heavy  locomotives  to  roads  which 
have  to  be  ke^it  in  constant  remir  by 
the  local  authorities,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  recommending  the  im- 
podtion  of  a  tax  upon  such  oonveyances 
and  thereby  relieve  the  ratepayers  from 
the  burden  now  imposed  on  them. 

{Aimoered  by  Mr.  BirreH)  Any  ques- 
tion as  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  should 
be  addressed  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  ExcbequOT. 

Argentine  and  Katal— Snpposed 
Preferential  Tariff. 

SlA  CHABLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
ehire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation as  to  recent  negotiati(»u  be- 


tween the  Government  of  Natal  and 
that  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  in  which 
Natal  is  stated  to  have  offered  preferen- 
tial terms  to  Argentina  in  wheat  and 
meat. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  ChurohUL)  No  io- 
fonnation  baa  been  received  in  Um 
Colonial  Office  on  the  subject. 

me  Tng  "  Rotot's  "  Engines. 

Mr.  HOLT  (Northumberland,  Hex- 
ham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  what  are  the  number  and 
diameter  of  the  cylinders  and  length  of 
stroke  of  the  engines  of  tha  tug  **  Oova." 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ednumd  Ao&ertnm.) 

The  tug  "  Rover  "  will  have— Two  high- 
pressure  cylinders,  14^  inches  diameter; 
two  intermediate  -  pressure  cylinders, 
23^  inches  diameter;  two  low-pressure 
cylinders,  37f  inches  diameter;  length 
of  stroke,  2  feet  9  inches. 

Unappointed  Learners  in  Bel£Eist  Post 
Office. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  -how  many  learners  with  two 
years  service  and  upwards  are  still  un- 
appointed in  the  Belfast  post  office,  and 
miether  the  officers  recently  app(»nted 
have  received  notification. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Bnxttm.) 
The  appointment  to  the  establishment  of 
each  of  the  learners  at  Belfast  with  as 
much  as  two  years  service  is  already 
being  proceeded  with.  These  officers 
will  be  notified  of  tfadr  appointment  in 
due  course. 

Irvine  Post  Office. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
has  yet  come  to  a  decision  wiUi  regard  to 
a  new  post  office  at  Irvine. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Stixitm.) 
This  matter  is  still  under  connderat«m. 

S^tence  on  Mrs.  E.  PelosL 

Mr.  REMNANT  (Fin8bury,Holboni): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  StAte  for  the 
Home  Department  if  his  attentim  has 
been  called  to  the  ease  of  Mrs.  Eliaab^ 
Pelosi,  of  17,  Baker's  Ito«%Holbom,  who 
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to  a  numtli's  impriaonmen^  and  racom- 
mended  by  him  for  deportation,  for 
playing  an  organ  in  the  streets  accom- 
panied by  her  child  of  two  years  o]d, 
which,  according  to  the  magistrate, 
seemed  to  hare  been  well  treated ;  and 
whether,  seeing  it  was  her  first  offence 
and  that  ahe  has  several  children  depend- 
ing on  her,  he  will  cancel  the  remainder 
of  the  sentence. 

{Anmered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Oladstone.) 
I  hare  gone  very  carefully  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  but,  as  I  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member  in  a  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  I  have  not  seen  my  way 
to  recommending  His  Majesty  to  remit 
any  portion  of  the  sentence  passed  by 
the  m^;istrate.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that  Uie  conviction  was  not  as  stated 
in  the  Question,  but  for  the  offence  of 
oandng  a  child  to  be  in  the  streets  for  the' 

rirpoae  of  inducing  the  giving  of  alms, 
have,  however,  felt  justified  in  deciding 
not  to  make  the  expulsion  order  which 
was  recommended  in  addition  to  the 
sentence,  and  to  allow  the  woman  to 
remain  in  tAtia  country. 

Small  HoldincB. 

Me.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Gkivem- 
ment  Board,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  intention  of  the  Small  Holdings  Act 
of  last  Session  was  that  interest  on  the 
porehase  money  and  a  yearly  sum  as  a 
sinking  fund  sufficient  to  recoi^  the  whole 
cost  ofthe  land  should  be  induded  in  the 
rent  ohareed  by  the  oonnty  council  to  the 
small-holder,  without  the -latter  acquiring 
any  interest  in  the  fee  simple  of  me  pro- 
perty, if  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
county  council  to  exclude  such  charges 
and  defray  them  itself,  if  it  so  desires, 
without  its  members  becoming  liable  to 
be  surcharged  by  the  auditor. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Sums.^  It  will 
rest  with  the  auditor  to  determine  in  the 
first  instance  what  course  he  vrill  take  if 
a  case  of  the  kind  referred  to  comes 
before  him.  Any  action  taken  by  him  in 
the  matter  would  be  subject  to  appeal  to 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board.  Of  course 
I  cannot  say  beforehand  what  the  decision 
of  the  Board  upon  any  such  an  appeal 
would  be,  but  m  dealing  with  it  tiiey 
voold  take  into  constderatitm  all  die 
eiraiimatancea  ol  die  case. 


Largy  National  School— FaUican  as 
Master. 

Mb.  FETHERSTONHAUGH 
(Fermanagh,  N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
th^  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland  have  had  it  brought  to  their 
attention  that  Largy  school,  county 
Antrim,  near  Fortglenone,  is  situate 
within  a  few  yards  of  a  public-house,  and 
that  the  name  of  the  Bchoolmaster  and 
the  licensed  proprietor  of  the  public- 
house  are  the  same ;  is  the  schoolmaster 
the  licensed  person;  uid,  if  not^  where 
does  the  nominally  licensed  person  reside, 
and  is  the  public-house  in  fact  miuiaged 
by  the  schoolmaster  or  membera  of  nis 
household ;  and  is  the  management  of  a 
public-house  by  any  schoolmaster,  or  any 
of  his  household,  in  close  proximity  to 
the  school,  permitted  by  the  Board. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  under  their  rules  teachers  are 
strictly  forbidden  to  keep  publio*honses 
or  to  live  therein,  and  the  Commissioners 
do  not  recognise  as  a  teacher  the  husband 
or  wife  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a 
public-house.  The  Commissioners  have 
no  information  as  to  the  alleged  breach 
of  the  rule  by  a  teacher  at  Largy  national 
school,  but  will  make  inqnines  on  the 
subject. 

Kenmare  Fair  Bent  Applications- 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutraiant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  applications  to  fix  fair  rents 
received  by  the  Irish  Land  Commission 
for  the  two  years  ended  30th  June,  1907, 
from  tenants  in  the  Kenmare  rural 
district ;  how  many  of  these  applications 
have  been  heard  by  the  Sub*Land  Com- 
mission ;  the  date  of  the  last  sittiiigctf  the 
Sub-Land  Commission  in  Kenmare ;  and, 
having  regard  to  the  number  of  appliea- 
tions  remaining  unheard  on  the  30tb 
June,  1907,  and  the  period  that  has 
elapsed  since  the  last  sittmg  at  Kenmare, 
he  can  state  the  ewUest  da^  of  the  hear* 
ing  of  these  apfJioations  by  the  Sab-lAod 
Commission. 

{Answeredby  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  number 
of  applications  to  fix  fair  rente  received 
by  the  Land  Commission  from  the  rural 
districts  of  Kenmare  during11ieJj!iro.tMrB 
ending  30th  June.  1907^'Si«eSldVM|yi^ 
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Two  Sub-Conuuisrion  sitfeiDgs  were  held 
at  Kenmare  in  1907.  The  latest  sitting 
was  held  on  3rd  October,  1907,  at  which 
all  cases  lodged  prior  to  Ist  April,  1907, 
were  dealt  with.  Of  the  Bsventy-two 
oases  referred  to  only  thirteen  remain 
unheard.  A  further  sitting  will  be  held 
at  Kenmare  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
regard  being  had  to  the  claims  of  other 
districts. 

Bepair  to  Boat-Blip  at  BoadS)  01en  Core- 
Mb.  BOLAND  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
knd  whether  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  has  been  called  to 
the  present  state  of  the  boat-slip  at 
Roads,  County  Kerry,  and  to  the  un- 
finished condition  of  the  slip  at  Glen 
Boat  Cove,  whereby  it  is  impossible  for 
the  fishermen  to  carry  on  the  fishing 
industry ;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  repair  these  slips  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  propose  to  carry 
oat  certain  works  at  Hoads  Slip,  County 
Kerry,  in  the  summer  of  the  present 
year,  but  will  have  no  funds  available  for 
woik  at  Glen  Boat  Cove,  or  for  any  other 
project  to  which  they  are  not  yet 
lUrmdy  committed. 

FnrohaBe  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  B.  Keys,  of 
OroUy. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I^ord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  trustees  and  tenants  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Keys,  of  CroUy, 
County  Donegal,  have  mutually  agreed  as 
to  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  estate ; 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
has  intimated  that  it  is  unable  to  carry 
out  the  purchase  for  lack  of  funds ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  rental  amounts 
only  to  £ii  per  annun  and  the  purchase 
price  is  consequently  small,  he  will  make 
Buch  arrangements  as  will  enable  the 
Board  to  cause  the  purchase  to  be  carried 
oat  forthwith. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Birrell.)  In  April, 
1906,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
informed  the  owner's  solicitors  that  they 
were  willing  to  make  an  offer  for  the 
estate  in  question  upon  receiving  the 
rental  of  the  estate,  but  no  reply  was 
received.   I  am  not  awue  of  any  agree- 


ment between  the  trastees  and  the 
tenants  of  the  estate.  The  Boud  are 
not  now  in  a  position  to  reopen  negotia- 
tions in  the  matter  for  reasons  which  I 
have  already  fully  stated. 

Aghatubrid  Estate  Dispute. 
Mr.  BOLAND :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  solicitor  of  the 
Aghatubrid  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  J. 
W.  Leahy  has  now  replied  to  the 
letter  of  the  Estates  GommisBioners ; 
fuid  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  pro- 
cesses have  been  issued  against  the  tenants 
for  arrears  of  rent  which  had  been  agreed 
to  be  wiped  out  by  the  late  owner,  and 
that  the  case  is  fixed  for  hearing  at 
Killarney  on  4th  April,  he  will  cause  the 
hearing  to  be  postponed  in  the  event  of 
the  solicitor  to  the  estate  not  having 
replied  to  the  letter  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, seeing  that  the  tenants  have 
fulfilled  their  side  of  the  agreement,  and 
that  the  production  of  thu  letter  is  a 
material  fact  in  the  case. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirrtU.)  The  reply- 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  I  have  already  intimated  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  no  proceedings  for 
sale  are  pending  between  the  present 
owner  and  the  Estates  Commissioners. 
The  Commissioners,  therefore,  have  no 
power,  nor  have  the  Government,  to 
interfere  in  uiy  legal  proceedings  which 
may  be  taken  by  the  owner  for  the 
recovery  of  rent. 

Cordite  Destroyed. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  whole  of  the  Ordnance  depots 
were  under  War  Office  control  up  to  the 
Slst  March,  1908 ;  whether  he  can  state 
what  amount  of  cordite  has  been  destroyed 
or  got  rid  of  up  to  that  date  at  those 
depots  since  the  1st  Japuary,  1907  ;  and 
what  is  the  amount  of  cordite  still  re- 
maining in  which  mercuric  chloride  has 
been  found,  or  which  is  awaiting  ex- 
amination for  the  puipose  of  ascertaining 
if  it  contains  mercunc  chloride,  or  is  in 
any  way  deteriorated. 

{Amwered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
There  are  naval  ordnance  depots  at 
certain  places  which  are  not  under  the 
control  of  the  War  Offic^.ThA^mount 
of  cordite  desti^^^  ^M^^Wted 
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without  reference  to  the  Tftriooa  stations. 
;None  has  been  destroyed  because  it  con- 
tained mercuric  chloride  unless  it  was 
found  by  testing  to  have  deteriorated. 
All  conlite  is  periodically  examined  to 
see  whether  it  has  deteriorated,  and  the 
testa  applied  for  this  purpose  determine 
the  stability  of  the  conlite,  whether  mer- 
curic chloride  is  present  or  not.  I  have 
no  materials  available  to  enable  me  to 
state  the  actual  quantities. 

Mr.  BELLAIBS  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  hitherto  it 
has  been  the  invariable  practice  for 
cordite  to  be  passed  for  both  Army  and 
Navy  by  inspectors  under  the  War  OflBce ; 
whether  any  statement  has  been  obtained 
from  the  companies  which  used  mercuric 
chloride  as  to  the  dates  at  which  the 
practice  was  commenced  of  adding  this 
unlawful  ingredient,  and  so  maskiog  the 
only  test  which  was  applied  to  the  cor- 
dite ;  and  whether  he  can,  from  this  data, 
state  approximately  the  total  quantity  of 
cordite  containing  mercuric  chloride 
which  was  thus  passed  into  the  Army 
an&  Navy  and  to  India,  irrespective  of 
what  may  have  since  been  used  at  target 
practice. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Ealdane). 
The  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Ques- 
ti(mis  in  the  affirmative.  As  regards  the 
second  put  of  the  Question  only  the 
Nationu  Esq^osiTea  Company  have  in- 
formed us  as  to  the  date  when  mercuric 
chloride  was  first  used.  Ah  regards  the 
last  part  of  the  Question,  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  give  any  fibres,  but  the  whole  of 
the  stock  of  cordite  in  which  mercuric 
chloride  may  be  present  will  in  the  usual 
course  be  tested  for  stability. 

Farmanent  Staff  of  Norfolk  Oarrison 
Artillery  (Militia). 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
will  be  the  position  of  the  jHcesent  per- 
manent staff  non-commissioned  officers  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  Own  Norfolk 
Koyal  Garrison  Artillery  (Militia)  when 
the  regiment  becomes  field  artillery ;  and 
will  tiiey  still  continue  on  the  staff. 

(Annmred  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Any  SOT^eants  who  formerly  served  in 
Boyal  Horse  or  Field  Artillery  will  be 
available  for  pssting  to  the  permanent 
staff  of  the  Reserve  Field  Ardflery,  or  of 


the  Territorial  Horse  and  Field  Artillery. 
If  not  80  required  they  will  he  absorbed 
in  the  Royal  Horse  or  Field  Artillery. 
Those  who  formerly  served  only  in  the 
Boyal  Garrison  Artillery,  if  not  required 
for  the  permanent  staff  of  the  Territorial 
Artillery,  will  be  absorbed  in  the  Boyal 
Garrison  Artillery.  Every  consideration 
will  be  shown  in  dealing  with  the  per- 
manent  stafl^  and  preference  as  regards 
ap^intmente  on  the  staff  of  the  Terri- 
torial Artillery  will  be  given  to  any 
individuals  whom  it  is  impossible  to 
employ  with  the  Reserve  Artillery. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  Committee  B  (in 
respect  of  the  Children  Bill) :  Sir  Maurice 
Levy ;  and  had  appointed  in  snbstitntion 
(in  respect  of  uie  Children  Bill)  Mr. 
Wedgwood. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  TaUe. 


PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Ordered,  That  the  Elxaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills  do  examine 
the  Port  of  London  Bill,  with  respect  to 
compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
relative  to  Private  Bills. — {Mr,  lAoyd- 
George.) 


m 
the 
in- 


FOOR  LAW  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down.  E.), 
moving  ihe  Second  Reading  of 
IV>or  Law  (beland)  Bill,  asked  the 
diligence  of  the  House  while  he  tried  to 
be  as  concise  as  he  could  in  bringing 
forward  this  measure  which  dealt  with 
a  question  of  grave  importance.  Doubt- 
less everyone  would  be  aware  that  the 
question  of  Poor  Law  reform  had  agi- 
tated people's  minds,  not  alone  in.  Ireland, 
but  throughout  Great  Britain  for  many 
years  past,  and  there  could  be  no  question 
that  the  verdict  of  the  country  had  been 
expressed  at  all  events  outside  that 
House,  to  the  effect  that  the  present 
Poor  Law  system  was  bad  in  very  many 
directions  and  needed  vast  reform.  In 
many  respects  it  was  qnite  ont  of  date, 
a^  it  had  prove4^^^J^@ey^4^1y 
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<^el  in  many  of  its  administrattTe  de- 
tafls.  Very  few  of  those  who  paid  poor 
lates  in  this  cotintiy  were  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  their  money 
waa  spent.  Very  few  of  them  had  gone 
to  the  trouble  of  entering  the  workhouses 
in  order  to  see  for  themselves  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  poor  of  the 
country  lived  in  those  institutions.  He 
wished  to  cast  no  reflection  whatever  on 
the  officers  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Law  throughout  the 
country,  for  they  were  a  capable  and  very 
intelligent  body  of  men ;  what  he  was 
referring  to  was  the  system  which  had 
grown  up  in  the  last  seventy  years  in 
Ireland,  and  the  conditions  under  which 
the  officers  of  the  Poor  Law  had  to  carry 
out  administrative  details.  In  the  Bill 
which  he  was  bringing  before  the  House 
they  did  nod  pretend  to  go  into  details  ; 
indeed,  they  could  not  formulate  a 
scheme  which  would  meet  all  objections  ; 
nor  did  they  lay  down  any  hard  and 
fast  rule,  or  sketch  any  scheme  to  which 
they  asked  the  House  to  bind  itself, 
by  setting  to  it  the  seal  of  its  approval. 
He  made  those  remarks  because  what 
was  to  follow  was  merely  an  outline  or  an 
indication  of  a  desire  which  some  of 
them  had  for  the  reorganisation  of  the 
whole  Poor  Law  system  in  Ireland,  root 
and  branch.  The  largeness  of  the  subject 
precluded  him,  in  the  first  instance,  from 
dwelling  upon  its  past  history  in  order 
to  set  forth  and  describe  the  exact  con- 
ditions under  which  the  Poor  Law  was 
administered  in  Ireland  in  the  present 
day.  He  would  approach  the  subject 
not  alone  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
present  but  of  future  generations,  and 
also  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  ap- 
pliances, improved  scientific  methods  in 
all  physical  branches,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  poor  themselves,  and  of  the 
capacity  of  the  people  of  various  localities 
to  bear  the  rates  which  would  be  necessi- 
tated under  the  Bill.  They  hoped  the 
rates  would  be  no  higher  than  hitherto, 
but  they  trusted  that  they  would  greatly 
increase  the  possibility  of  securing  pay- 
ment from  those  who  were  able  to  pay, 
while  attaining  a  sufficient  amount  of 
work  from  all  tiie  able-bodied  who  found 
themselves  in  Poor  Law  institutions. 
He  asked  the  House  particularly  to 
bear  in  mind  that  whilst  charity  must 
temper  their  consideration  of  any  such 
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measure  as  this,  they  must  also  bring 
to  bear  common  sense  and  business 
prudence  to  guide  l^eir  footsteps.  The 
Bill  referred  entirely  to  Ireland ;  and 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know  that 
the  first  Poor  Law  Act  for  Ireland 
was  passed  on  31  st  July,  1838.  That 
Act  was  the  groundwork  of  all  the 
Poor  Law  Acts  under  which  they  were 
living.  The  great  famine  in  1847 
brought  untold  misery  upon  Ireland,  and 
numerous  alterations  were  made  and 
extenrions  effected  in  the  Poor  Iaw 
in  order  to  cope  with  that  terrible 
time.  About  that  period,  or  after 
the  famine,  boards  of  guardians  were 
permitted  to  give  outdoor  relief,  and 
he  believed  that,  at  present,  the 
state  of  the  law  in  re^rd  to  outdoor 
relief  was  exactly  the  same  as  when 
it  was  first  introduced.  A  Royal  Com- 
mission on  this  subject  presented  a 
Report  to  King  William  IV.  in  1836, 
and  he  would  ask  the  House,  if  they 
had  not  already  done  so,  to  consider  what 
that  Report  said.  Sevmty  vears  ago  a 
Royal  Commission  inquired  into  the  whole 
matter,  and  made  recommendataons 
which  would  astonish  the  House,  for  they 
afforded  a  very  interesting  lesson  on 
this  subject.  That  Commission  recom- 
mended land  drainage  and  reclama- 
tion on  modem  lines,  the  provision  of 
labourers'  cottages  and  allotments,  the 
bringing  of  agricultural  instruction  to 
the  doors  of  the  peasant,  the  improve- 
ment of  land  tenure,  the  transfer  of 
fiscal  powers  from  grand  juries  to  county 
boards,  the  employment  of  direct  labour 
on  roads  by  such  county  boards,  the 
sending  of  vagrants  to  colonies  to  be 
employed  or  to  penitentiariffl  in  this 
country,  the  closing  of  public-honaeB 
on  Sundays  and  the  prevention  of  the  sale 
of  groceries  and  intoxicating  drink  in 
the  same  house  for  consumption  on 
the  premises.  That  Report,  was,  un- 
doubtedly, far  in  advance  of  its  time,  but 
they  could  not  but  be  struck  by  the  fact 
that,  by  the  flux  of  time,  nearly  all  those 
recommendations  had  been  carried  out» 
some  of  them  unwittingly,  not  hf  Uw» 
but  simply  by  the  good  sense  and 
feeling  of  the  people.  He  quoted  the 
Report  because  he  wished  to  contrast 
it  to  a  certain  extent  with  the  Viceregal 
Commission's  Report,  in  1906,  w}ii<^ 
was  the  basis  of  ti^g  Bm<)  'Soaift, 
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hon.  Uembeis  nu^t  be  inclined  to  saj 
that,  taking  the  Report  as  a  whole,  it 
was  Utopian  ;  indeed,  some  hon.  Mem- 
bera  had  already  expressed  that  opinion. 
He  could  not  conceive  how  any 
one,  knowing  that  the  lecommendations 
of  seventy  years  ago,  which  doubtless 
were  cotuidered  Utopian  in  those  days, 
had  all  come  to  be  realised,  coald  iai\ 
to  give  proper  consideration  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Viceregal  Com- 
mission— ^recommendations  whidi  mi^t 
be  considered  Utopian,  bat  which  had 
the  same  chance  of  realisation  as  the 
recommendations  made  seventy  years 
ago.  The  Report  of  the  Viceie^  Gom- 
zniasion  which  showed  that  this  was  a 
matter  of  grave  national  importance  for 
Ireland,  had  received  widespread  ap- 
proval in  Ireland,  and  the  Royal  Com- 
mission now  sitting — he  spoke  subject  to 
correction — on  the  question  of  Poor  Law 
reform  in  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  had  decided  to  adopt  the 
Viceregal  Commission's  Report  in  toto, 
in  regard  to  Ireknd.  In  his  opinion,  it 
was  most  valuable  to  see  that  that 
GommisBion  had  put  the  seal  of 
their  approval  to  the  Report  of  the 
Viceregal  Commission,  and  decided  to 
adopt  it.  It  afforded  conclusive  evidence 
of  what  was  necessary  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  tiie  condition  of  the  poorer  classes 
80  far  as  Poor  Law  i^rm  in  Ireland 
was  c<mcemed.  He  did  not  intend  to 
go  farther  into  the  past.  If  further 
evidence  was  necessary  he  would  read 
to  the  House  a  few  extracts  from  what 
the  Commisskmers  said  in  their  Report 
of  1906.  They  said— 


"  We  have  inspected,  ae  far  as  we  are  aware, 
■11  workbousee,  comity  infirmaiiea,  fever  hos- 
{rftda.  Mid  other  hoepitals  in  Ir^and,  main- 
tained wholly  or  in  part  out  of  local  rates. 
Moreover,  for  the  purpoae  of  reporting  whether 
any  further  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
■ick  poor  is  desirable,  we  viaited  and  carefnlly 
■nqoired  into  the  citoumstances  of  those  looali- 
ties,  including  many  islands  off  the  sea  coast, 
which  are  remote  from  any  hospital.  The 
number  of  witneeaes  examined  by  us  was  743 
and  in  nearly  all  cases  our  inapeetion  of  the 
TariooB  fautitntifms  concerned  took  place 
before  we  heard  the  Tiewa  of  witnesses.  In 
-this  way  we  were  better  able  to  understand  the 
aoggestions  made,  and  to  disousB  the  various 
lorn  jvopos^  with  the  witaesses." 

So  that  they  had  there,  at  all  events, 
a  m<»t  complete  inqtuiy  on  the  spot 
by  Commissioners  appointed   by  the 
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Lord-Lieutenant.  And  the  next  short 
qnotation  was  one  which  had  guided 
them  in  framing  this  Bill  The  Com- 
missioners said— 

*'  It  seemed  to  ub  that  it  would  be  oar  duQr 
to  ascertain  how,  if  at  all,  a  reduction  could, 
without  impairing  efficiency,  be  made  in  the 
expenditure  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  show,  if  prasible,  how  an  improve- 
ment in  the  method  or  system  of  afl<»ding  relief 
might  be  effected." 

That  was  the  kernel  of  the  Bill— how 

an  improvement  in  the  method  of  afford- 
ing relief  might  be  effected,  and  how, 
if  at  all,  reductions  might  be  effected 
without  impsiring  efficiency.  He  would 
explain  to  those  who  were  not  familiar 
with  the  intricate  details  of  the  subject, 
that  in  tb.e  poorhouses  of  Ireland,  the 
inmates  were  gathered  from  all  classes 
of  the  deserving  and  undeserving  poor, 
end  they  were  classified  according  to 
law  in  a  manner  which  he  would  explain 
to  the  House.  With  few  exceptions 
the  way  in  which  they  were  classi- 
fied was  as  follows : — The  sick,  the 
aged  and  infirm,  lunatics  and  all  kinds 
of  insane  cases,  sane  epileptics,  un- 
married mothers,  infants.children  between 
infancy  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  casuals, 
or  ins-and-outs,  vagrants  and  tramps, 
and  able-bodied  paupers.  They  had 
to  deal  with  45,195  of  all  classes  in  1905, 
and  the  point  which  he  wished  the 
House  thoroughly  to  understand  was 
that  each  of  those  classes  which  he  had 
enumerated  found  a  resting  place  in 
one  or  another  of  the  workhouses  in 
Ireland.   The  Commission  reported — 

"  We  think  that  the  present  system  of  keeping 
so  many  different  classes  of  persons  in  the 
same  institution  b  cme  that  ought  not  to  be 
continued,  and  we  received  avidraue  throueh- 
oot  all  Ireland  strongly  in  favour  of  ohanging 
the  system  in  thia  respect,  provided  that  the 
rates  would  not  be  increased." 

They  had  159  union  workhoiwes  in 
Ireland,  and  under  the  county  system 
there  were  thirty-four  county  infirmaiies, 
and  fourteen  fever  or  infectious 
hospitals.  A  separate  and  very  u^ent 
question  was  dealt  with  by  the  Com- 
mission, namely,  that  of  improvements 
in  the  treatment  and  isolation  of 
patients  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  or  consumption.  Although 
they  could  not  set  up  in  the 
Bill  a  definite,  clear,  and  cut-and*dried 
scheme  which  Dronld.  m^^^faal^  lemble 
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disease  in  Ireland,  stil!  it  had  been  one  They  said  that  independently  of  any  other 
of  their  guiding  principle  in  framing 


inquiry,  they  went  into  the  whole  matter 
as  regarded  Ireland  alone,  and  no  sooner 
had  they  arrived  at  their  wmcluBions  on 
the  matter  thin  they  were  informed  that 
Scotland  hid  discovered  after  actual 
trial  that  the  scheme  worked  admirably 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  That 
was  testimony  of  the  thoroughness  and 
care  with  which  the  Report  was  prepared. 
Then  he  hid  obtained  a  few  details 
from  the  City  of  Belfast  with  regard 
to  the  expense  of  loping  children  in  the 
workhouse,  and  he  found  that  during  the 
half-year  ending  31st  March,  1902,  the 
number  of  children  receiving  indoo  r 
relief  in  that  city  was  3,860.  It  was 
practically  the  same  in  1907.  The 
education  of  those  children  showed  a 
very  considerable  waste  of  money.  The 
of  those  who  had  the  idea  constantly  |  average  attendance  of  children  in  Belfast 
before  them.   He  would  pass  from  that !  workhouse  for  1907  was  160.   There  were 


the  measure  that  consumption,  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  in  Ireland,  should 
be  properly  dealt  with.  In  considering 
the  lines  which  they  should  adopt,  they 
thought  it  only  right,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  House  would  bear  this  in  mind,  to 
allow  local  energy  and  local  ideas  and 
the  sjrmpathetic  feehngs  of  the  people 
to  operate  in  their  own  particular  way, 
and  Uie  Commissioners  appointed  under 
the  Bill  would  guide  their  efiorts  in 
stamping  out  that  disease  in  Ireland. 
They  all  knew  the  great  efiort  that  had 
been  made  to  awaken  the  feeling  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  the  proper  treatment 
of  the  disease,  and  he  believed  one  of  the 
first  effects  of  passing  the  Bill 
would   he    to    strengthen  the  hands 


clause  to  the  question  of  children  who 
were  bom  in  workhouses  or  who  found 
their  way  into  them  in  their  early  years. 
The  Bill  would  in  such  cases  es  were 
considered  desirable  extend  the  power  of 
boaiding-out  children.  He  bad  gone  to 
the  trouble  of  getting  some  information 
on  the  subject.  The  rhief  committee, 
had,  of  course,  been  the  Viceregal  Com- 
mission, and  they,  like  anyone  who  had 
read  the  Report,  must  hive  been  particu- 
larly struck  by  the  statistics  handed 
to  them  from  Scotland.  In  1903, 
and  he  believed  there  hid  been 
very  little  change  in  the  figures 
since  then,  there  were  7,110  children 
in  receipt  of  relief  in  Scotland,  of  which 
number  6,195  or  87  per  cent,  were 
boarded-out,  1,800  with  reUtions  and 
4,396  with  strangers.  The  balance  of 
915,  which  was  a  very  small  percentage, 
were  mainly  in  poorhouses,  some  sick  and 
infirm,  and  others  waiting  to  be  boarded- 
out.  The  Commissioners  had  arrived  at 
the  view  in  favour  of  boarding-out 
children  as  far  as  possible  before  thev 
saw  the  figures  in  Scotland,  but  they  felt 
much  strengthened  in  their  opinion  by 
what  existed  there.  They  also  sa  id  that  the 
system  vroa  similar  in  its  plan  of  manage- 
ment to  that  adopted  in  Ireland  by  the 
ProtestJint  Orphan  Society,  whose  reports 
were  most  favourable  as  regards  the 
condition  of  the  children.  They  had 
there  what  he  considered  to  be  most 
valuable  testimony  from  the  Commission. 

Captoin  Craig, 


seven  teachers,  three  male  and  four  female, 
who  received  annual  salaries  amounting 
to  £505.  They  received  first-class  rations, 
which  amounted  to  about  £40  a  year, 
and  their  bonus  brought  it  up  to  £93  lis . 
Thus  the  cost  of  educating  160  children 
was  £878  lis.,  or  roughly,  £5  lOs.  per 
annum  per  child.  If  those  children 
were  boarded-out,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  they  could  be  educated  at  much  less 
cost.  By  the  boarding-out  of  children, 
they  would  remove  them  from  the 
influence  of  hardened  criminals  in  work- 
houses, and  place  them  with  chosen 
families,  not  neceasarily  the  very  best, 
families  in  the  district,  but  in  ^miliea 
of  such  respectability,  at  all  events, 
that  by  associating  with  the  children 
of  the  family,  they  might  grow  up  and 
become  creditable  citizens,  wherieas 
now  in  the  workhouses  they  were  dtut 
out  from  a  great  deal  of  the  human 
side  of  life,  and  went  from  bad  to  worse, 
and,being  born  and  bred  in  the  workhouse, 
were  very  apt  to  live  the  greater  pari 
of  their  life  there  and  to  die  there.  By 
being  taken  from  the  workhouse  and 
pUced  in  families  where  they  could 
be  properly  looked  after,  and  have 
some  home  life  and  associations, 
they  were  prevented  from  becoming 
criminals  and  probably  being  put  on  the 
rates  for  the  whole  of  their  natural 
lives.  There  was  economy  in  the 
boarding-out  principle  outside  the  ques- 
tion .of  education  a^ge^er.  ^Talcing 
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edncation  alone  they  found  that  it  saved 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  to 
the  rates.  Provision  was  made  in  the 
Bill  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  any 
of  the  old  loyal  servants  of  the  Poor 
I-<aw  in  Ireland,  because  it  was  only 
iaxt  that  in  any  Teadjustment  every  care 
should  betakentlutan  officer  should  not 
suffer  in  any  way  by  losing  his  appoint- 
ment or  by  being  transferred  from 
one  part  of  the  country  to  another, 
it  being  no  fault  whatever  of  the  school- 
master or  mistress,  or  the  workhouse 
master  or  any  of  the  various  staffs,  that 
they  had  either  changed  their  occupation 
OT  lost  it  altogether.  The  next  point 
to  which  he  wished  to  draw  attention 
was  the  desirability,  at  fill  costs,  of  having 
labour  homes  established  in  Ireland, 
for  the  able-bodied  who  sought  refuge 
in  Poor  Law  institutions.  The  Commis- 
sioners recommended  that  four  labour 
homes  should  be  established  for  the 
whole  of  Ireland  where  these  able- 
bodied  men  might  be  sent  to  contribute 
something  towards  the  rates,  and  also  to 
prevent  such  vagrants  wandering  through 
the  country,  finding  it  more  pleasant 
to  go  into  the  workhouses  and  subsist 
on  the  rates  than  to  work.  An  amount 
of  work  suited  to  their  capacity,  would 
be  imposed  upon  them  which  would 
prevent  them,  at  all  events,  seeking 
shelter  there  imless  they  were  prepared 
to  do  a  fair  day's  work.  Of  course,  that 
would  undoubtedly  require  a  little  altera- 
tion in  the  law.  It  was  not  as  if  one  was 
advocating  any  harah  proceedings  against 
innocent  people,  but  those  who  habitually 
wandered  from  one  union  to  another, 
and  did  no  good  to  themselves  and  less  to 
the  community,  should  be  placed  in  some 
such  home  as  he  had  described.  The 
details  might  be  worked  out  later  on. 
The  scheme  proposed  in  the  Viceregal 
Commission  provided  that  the  sick  sho^d 
be  provided  for  in  county  or  district 
hospitab,  that  the  t^d  and  infirm  should 
be  placed  and  classified  in  most  con- 
vemently  situated  disused  workhouses, 
that  the  insane  of  all  kinds  should  be 
removed  to  the  county  or  district  asylum, 
that  two  or  .three  disused  workhouses 
might  be  set  apart  for  insane  epileptics, 
that  mothers  of  illegitimate  children 
should  never  be  admitted  or  retained  in 
any  worUiouse  or  institution  where  they 
would  have  freedom  of  ingress  or  egress, 


that  all  children  should  be  boarded-out, 
that  casuals  and  vagrants  should  be  sent  to 
labour  houses,  and  that  all  other  able- 
bodied  should  be  put  with  the  casuals  and 
vagrants.  So  &tr  as  he  could  ascertain, 
the  Report  was  unanimous  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hid. 
Tyrone,  and  lus  exception  was  of  a 
very  trifling  nature  and  he  hoped  could 
be  met.  Anyone  would  appreciate  his 
difficulty,  and  great  divergence  of  opinion 
would  undoubtedly  exist  when  any  scheme 
was  being  framed  as  to  the  size  of  the 
area  to  be  induded  under  the  sdieme. 
He  felt  confident,  however,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  assented  to  the  whole 
of  the  Report,  with  the  exception 
of  what  he  had  just  stated,  and  they 
would  do  their  utmost  to  meet  him  in 
that  respect.  The  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self had  said  : —  * 

*'  Save  upon  this  point  and  as  regards  the 
mode  of  acuniasion  to  oountjr  district  faoaidtals 
I  am  glad  to  say  ve  find  ourselves  in  harmony 
in  our  views  upon  all  matters  as  set  out  in 
this  Report" 

He  had  done  now  with  that  part  which 
dealt  with  the  Commissioners'  Report, 
and  the  Royal  Commission  which  re- 
ported seventy  years  ago.  Then  he 
wished  to  point  out  how  it  was  intended 
to  bring  all  into  the  Bill,  the  si^estions 
in  the  Report  which  were  not  of  a  highly 
contentious  nature.  The  basis  of  the 
Bill  was  the  Educational  Endowment 
(Ireland)  Act,  1885,  which  settled  the 
whole  matter  of  educational  endowments 
in  Ireland,  which  was  a  wider  and  more 
vexed  question.  All  parties  agreed  that 
something  must  be  done  to  remedy  the 
FoorXaw,  and  he  thoi^t  the  best  thing 
to  do  was  to  take  as  a  model  a  Bill  wluch 
had  proved  successful  in  a  much  more 
difficult  case  in  former  years.  They  felt 
compelled,  while  touching  on  all  the  vital 
points  dealt  with  by  the  Viceregal  Com- 
mission, to  leave  out  the  controversial 
question  of  the  State  Poor  Law  service, 
because  that  would  arouse  considerable 
feeling  in  individual  localities  where  the 
ratepayers  were  anxious  to  have  com- 
plete control  of  the  local  appointments. 
Although  the  Bill  left  out  of  consideration 
what  steps  might  be  taken  to  develop 
the  natural  resources  of  Ireland,  it  did  not 
prevent  their  being  dealt  with  later  on. 
They  decided  to  eliminate  such  matters, 
because  they  went,§lj^jiO()Qg^g 


827  Poor  Law 

to  the  sympathieB  of  the  great  liberal 
Fartj  to  assist  tliem  in  passing  the  Bill. 
This  was  not  a  party  que8ti(m,  and  he 
wotild  be  ready  to  hand  the  Bill  over  to 
any  ton.  Member  if  he  thought  the  matter 
would  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
lines  laid  down  by  the  Commission.  The 
Bill  was  divided  into  four  compartments. 
The  first  compartment  contained  the 
Interpretation  Cflause,  Short  Title,  and 
the  date  of  commencement  of  the  Act, 
and  the  next  compartment,  Clauses  4,  5, 
and  6,  dealt  with  the  constitution  of 
the  Commission,  their  salaries,  expenses, 
and  powers.  Clause  6,  which  was  prac- 
tically the  whole  Bill,  showed  that  the 
Commissioners  would  have  power  to 
prepare  draft  schemes  suggeslong  the 
area  to  be  ass^ed  to  various  institutions 
other  than  hospitals.  Bvery  safeguard 
they  could  think  of  Bad  been  put  into 
the  Bill,  and  it  followed  the  idea  of  the 
Judicial  Commissioners,  and  also  gave 
power  to  consult  every  local  authority  in 
Ireland  as  to  their  desire  to  agree  to  a 
scheme  which  wonld  enable  muiy  of  those 
gathered  in  one  irorkhouse  to  be  dis- 
tributed and  classified  in  a  number  of 
other  workhouses.  Instead  of  having 
children,  ne'er-do-wells,  and  decently 
respectable  women  who,  by  the  hard 
circumstances  of  life  had  fallen  upon  the 
rates,  the  epileptics,  the  insane,  all 
together  in  one  institution,  they 
woidd  be  placed  in  homes  of  their 
own  under  conditions  which  would 
suit  the  particular  classes  dealt  with. 
In  those  homes  they  would  receive  as 
humane  and  as  judicious  treatment  as 
was  consistent  with  a  proper  regard  for 
economy,  and  that  would  be  a  great 
triumph,  if  nothing  else  resulted  from 
the  measure.  They  wanted  to  sort  out 
all  classes  and  have  the  rogues  and 
vagrants  put  into  labour  houses  by 
themselves  where  they  would  not  con- 
taminate others.  The  young  children 
were  to  be  boarded-out.  The  Local 
Government  Board  was  called  in  in  every 
instance  and  full  liberty  was  given  to 
every  association,  local  authority,  and 
individual  to  appear  before  the  Commis- 
sioners and  make  out  their  case,  and 
they  would  be  allow  ed  to  arrange 
schemes  either  for  a  coxmty  or  a  group 
of  counties.    Clause  7  provided  that — 

"  In  framing  schemes  the  ConunisBiooers 
shall  save  or  shall  make  full  compensation  for 

Ca^taih  Craig* 
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the  inteiests  of  mdiTiduals  holding  any  offira, 
place,  employment,  pension,  oompcosatno 
allowance,  or  emolument,  under  or  arising  out 
of  his  or  her  employment  by  any  local  aatboritj 
or  governing  body  for  the  pnrposes  of  the 
Poor  Law  awrice  at  the  date  tif  the  puBOg 
of  this  Aot." 

Clauses  10  to  23  dealt  with  procedure 
as  to  the  manuOT  in  which,  power  was  to 
be  held,  and  the  only  part  he  wished  to 
call  attention  to  was  Clause  23,  which 
was  as  follows — 

"  On  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Aot  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  board  of  goardiuu  or 
other  authority  in  Great  Britain  to  remore  into 
Ireland  under  the  Acts  relating  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  any  person  who  shall  have  become 
chargeable  to  tlU  latee  after  a  residfliice  in 
Great  Britain  iA  a  peiiod  of  six  months  cob- 
tinnonsly,  and  Section  1  and  Subset^iaii  1 
of  the  Poor  Removal  Aot,  1900.  and  Section  4 
of  the  Poor  Law  (Scotluid)  Aot.  1898,  are 
hereby  repealed." 

There  were  other  provisions  which  would 
appeal  to  those  in  Ireland  who  had  to 
pay  rates  in  an  unfair  way,  and  another 
clause  provided  for  the  termination  of 
the  Commission  on  Slst  December,  1913. 
That  would  allow  five  dear  jMn  to 
elapse,  after  which  the  Commission  would 
cease  altogether,  except  in  the  instances 
mentioned.  During  that  period  it  was 
hoped  that  the  whole  of  Ireland  would 
have  fallen  under  schemes  suitable  to 
the  various  localities.  Under  the  Edn- 
cational  Endowments  Act  there  were 
two  Judicial  Commissioners  who  were 
Juices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  bat  they 
felt  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  make 
a  departure  from  that,  and  provide  that 
Recorders  and  County  Court  Judges 
in  Ireland  should  be  able  to  exercise 
the  same  powers.  He  was  sure  that 
there  would  be  no  objectitm  whatever 
to  the  making  of  such  a  change.  31iat 
was  a  matter  which  could  be  anaoged 
in  Committee.  The  financial  clauses  of 
the  Bill  would  necessitate  an  urgent 
appeal  to  the  Grovemment,  but  he  was 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  members  of 
the  Government  were  as  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  question  as  he  was. 
It  was  impossible  at  present  to  give  any 
indication  as  to  the  cost  of  the  scheme, 
but  he  believed  it  would  in  the  end 
prove  efficient  and  economicaL  There 
was  an  enormous  waste  of  money  and 
energy  at  present  in  connection  with 
the  Poor  Law  system,  and 
outset  a  sum  <^'4W^\Ayii'@v«  to  be 
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■dvanced,  he  believed  that  in  the  long 
nin  the  scheme  would,  from  the 
economical  point  of  view,  satisfy  every 
Member  of  the  House.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  had  taken  in  the  past 
considerable  interest  in  this  subject, 
and  in  Belfast  last  November,  speaking 
on  the  Report  of  the  Viceregal  Com- 
mission, the  right  hon.  Gentknnan  said— 

"I  have  In  hand  (be  Report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Bflform  ComnusBiOD  in  Imand.  I  wish  ovtxy- 
body  in  this  room  would  read  that  Report. 
It  ia  better  leading  than  all  your  newspapers ; 
it  ia  better  reading  than  most  of  your  novels ; 
it  ia  more  moving  than  a  thousand  sermims. 
It  goes  right  down  deep  into  the  very  life  of 
the  peopto.  It  is  concerned  with  matters 
tliat  are  going  on  at  this  moment,  day  by  day 
•ad  night  by  ni^t.  It  deeoribes  the  oondi- 
titnu  of  hun^eds  of  thonsands  of  poor  peoph ; 
it  cotera  into  the  qneation  how  their  ttalut  can 
be  raised ;  it  enters  into  the  question  how  disease 
may  be  averted  ;  it  enters  into  the  question  how 
old  Bge  can  be  protected ;  it  enters  into  the 
question  how  honest  people  can  be  saved 
from  associating  with  the  debased — all  these 
questions  it  enters  into  and  discusses.  .  .  Here 
ue  only  a  few  of  its  principal  recommenda- 
tMu :  (1)  The  poverty  of  Ireluid,'  it  says, 
'cannot  be  adequately  dealt  with  by  any 
Poor  Law  reli^  such  as  that  of  1838.  but  by  the 
development  of  the  country's  resonrceB,  which 
is,  therefore,  most  strongly  urged.  (2)  The 
English  and  Scottish  Removal  Acts,  so  far  as 
th<^  relate  to  Ireland,  should  be  repealed.  (3) 
The  preeeat  workhouse  sjrstem  sboold  be 
aboliabed.  (4)  The  various  olasses  of  in- 
mates, except  children,  should  be  segregated 
into  separate  inatitations.  (6)  The  ezistlne 
hosjatals,  whether  Poor  Law  or  oounty,  should, 
•zcept  in  a  few  caeee,  be  retained  in  their 
present  localities,  but  all  should  be  placed 
under  the  management  of  county  or  district 
committees.  Such  hospitals  should,  as  far 
SB  possible,  be  used  only  for  the  acute  sick, 
sod  a  sufficient  number  of  consumptive  sana- 
toris  should  be  established.  Additional  cottage 
bosiatals  should  be  established  at  certain 
iwet  in  Ireland,  and  the  system  of  home 
nursing  for  the  poor  eztend(ed.*  I  say  the 
oonatry  is  ripe — ripe  and  read^ — for  legislation 
npon  those  lines.  When  it  u  to  oHain  its 
opportunity  I  don't  know  ;  but  all  lean  say  is, 
If  Irish  people  would  only  unite  upon  questions 
of  this  kind  instead  of  disuniting  upon  other 
questions,  iwogreea  oould  and  woidd  be  made." 

On  Monday  last,  in  the  Home  Rule 
debate,  the  Chief  Secretary  said  in  this 
House — 

"  bdand  cannot  afford  to  have  her  Poor  Iaw 
nCofm  ddayed.** 

Members  on  the  Unionist  Benches  cor- 
dially endorsed  that  remark,  and  when 
mccessfol  in  the  ballot  they,  after 
eatefol  consideration,  dedded  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  on  the  subject,  Ab  to 


the  drafting  of  the  Bill,  everyone  must 

have  been  struck  with  the  care  with 
which  it  had  been  prepared.  Needless 
to  say,  he  did  not  himself  draft  the  Bill. 
Credit  for  that  was  due  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Armagh,  who 
had  taken  infinite  pains  and  trouble 
in  putting  their  ideas  into  legal  phrase- 
ology and  presenting  to  the  House  a 
Bill  which,  whetdier  passed  this  session 
or  not,  would,  he  was  fully  convinced, 
be  for  years  to  come  the  groundwork  of 
the  future  Poor  Law  of  Ireland.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — {Captam  Craig.) 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  friends  seriously  expect 
or  hope  that  this  Bill  can  be  treated  as  a 
practical  legislative  measure  in  this 
session  of  Parliament.  I  do  not  think 
myself  that  it  is  possible,  and  I  think 
it  will  be  found  on  examination  of 
the  Bill  that  the  subject  dealt  wiUi  is 
of  so  vast  a  character  that  it  will  be 
practically  impossible  for  it  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  private  Member's  measure. 
But  if  the  object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  friends  is  simply  to  raise  a  dis- 
cussion upon  this  matter,  I  entirely 
sjrmpathise  with  him.  From  my  point  of 
view  it  is  another  reproach  to  this  Par- 
liament that,  although  the  Report  of  the 
Viceregal  Commission  was  issued  as  far 
back  as  October,  1906,  there  has  not  been 
found  time  in  Parliament  to  consider  that 
Report  or  its  recommendations.  There 
is  probably  no  grievance  connected  with 
Ireland  of  a  more  serious  character  than 
that  dealt  with  by  this  Bill.  For  my  part 
I  have  the  utmost  sympathy  with  those 
who  desire  to  remove  that  grievance. 
The  sy8t«m  of  Poor  Law  in  Ireland  is 
extravagant  and  demoralising.  The 
cost  of '  the  Poor  Law  is  enormous. 
It  costs  about  £1,250,000  a  year,  and 
the  rate  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion ia  about  58.  8d.  So  far  as  the 
demoralising  character  of  the  system  is 
concerned  it  is  enough,  I  think,  to  point 
out  that  there  are  congregated  together 
in  the  same  institutions,  under  the  same 
roof,  all  sorts  of  classes  of  people  who 
have  met  with  rev^^^^ 
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for  life.  The  sick  are  there,  the  aged 
an^  infirm,  innocent  children,  helpless 
mothers  of  yourg  children,  the  insane, 
tramps  and  casuals,  and  able-bodied 
p&upers,  all  congregated  together  in 
the  same  institutions,  and  all  subjected 
to  the  same  workhouse  stigma  which, 
hateful  as  it  is  in  this  conTitry  no  doubt, 
is,  if  possible,  more  hateful  still  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
number  of  people  so  congregated  in  the 
Irish  workhouses — takirg  the  figure  given 
in  the  Report — was  45,195,  but  I  ask  the 
.House  to  note  this  significant  fact,  that 
out  of  that  number  only  a  little  over 
4,000  consisted  of  casoals,  tramps,  and 
able-bodied  paupers  who  were  there 
through  destitution  brought  about  by  idle- 
ness or  laziness  a'^d  so  forth.  All  the  rest 
of  the  45,195  inhabitants  ot  these  work- 
houses are  people  who  are  there  from 
no  fault  of  their  own,  who  are  simply 
the  unfortunates  in  the  struggle  for 
life,  and  who  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in 
separate  institutions,  and  not  subjected 
to  this  horrible  stigma  of  the  workhouse 
system.  I  think  there  is  no  reform 
demand  d  in  Ireland  on  which  public 
opinion  inthatcourtiy  isso  unanimous  as 
it  is  upon  this.  If  I  do  not  vote  for  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Members  above  the 
gangway — ^if  they  indeed  think  it  wise, 
and  no  doubt  they  will  consider  the 
point,  to  push  it  to  a  division — it  is 
simply  because  I  am  convinced,  as 
I  will  show  in  a  moment,  that  the 
machinery  they  provide  for  carrying  out 
the  reform  is  inadequate  and  unsuitable. 
It  is  not  thit  I  difier  in  the  smallest 
degree  from  them  in  their  view  as  to  the 
necessity  of  a  drastic  dealing  with  the 
matter.  I  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  a  little  more  precisely 
thin  the  hon.  Member  his  done  to  the 
history  of  this  question.  I  suppose  it 
will  be  said — I  do  not  think  it  a  matter 
for  reproEch — th'^t  I  look  at  every  Irish 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  Home 
Rule,  and  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  more 
drsmatic  and  conclusive  argument  against 
the  system  of  governing  Ireland  by  this 
House  since  the  Union  thin  is  to  be 
found  in  the  history  of  the  Poor  Law 
question.  What  occurred  ?  In  1833  an 
Irish  Royal  Commission  WiS  appointed 
to  consider  the  question  whether  or  not 
it  was  desirable  to  extend  the  English 
Poor  Law  system  to  Ireland.   That  Com- 
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mission  was  presided  over  by  the  Pro- 
testant Archbishop  of  Dubhn,  Dr. 
Whileley,  the  Catholic  Archbishop  was 
a  member,  and  the  whole  body  consisted 
of  able  and  representative  Irishmen. 
They  sat  for  three  years  and  investigated 
the  whole  question  fully,  and  in  the  end 
they  unanimously  reported  that  the 
English  Poor  Liw  system  was  entirely- 
unsuitable  to  Ireland.  AVTxit  did  they 
say  ?  The  English  Commission  h'id  been 
inquiring  into  the  question  of  the  Poor 
Law  system  for  England,  and  the  English 
Commission  declared  that  the  English 
problem  required  the  proviuon  of  a 
system  which  would  deal  with  ignoruice, 
improvidence,  vice,  and  refiisal  to  work. 
The  Irish  Commission  declared  in  their 
Report  that  that  was  not  the  problem 
to  be  dealt  with  in  Ireland,  and  that,  so 
far  as  Ireland  was  concerned — 

"  The  labouring  cUwaes  there  are  very  e^er 
for  work  but  no  woric  oonld  be  got  for  them." 

So  thit  the  two  problems,  English  and 
Irish,  were  essentially  different,  and  tlie 
Irish  Poor  Liw  Commission  unanimously 
recommended  thit  the  problem  in 
Ireland  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  first 
instance  by  schemes  for  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  Ireland,  and  m  the 
second  instance  that  the  question  of 
provision  for  the  sick  poor,  aged  and 
infirm,  lunatics,  tramps  and  casuals, 
and  able-bodied  paupers,  should  be 
dealt  with  by  separate  institutions,  I 
would  like  to  emphasise  this  a  little 
more  fidly.  In  the  Report  of  the  recent 
Viceregal  Commission  tiie  Chairman  of 
the  CommisBion  says — 

"  The  Report  of  1836,  made  just  seventy 
years  ago,  mufit  be  read  with  great  surprise  when 
one  canfully  notee  the  reoommendationa  made 
then,  and  at  the  same  time  observes  how 
almcwt  all  the  suggestions  were,  as  time  passed 
on,  nnconsciously  acted  upon.  This  shows 
how  well  and  truly  the  Commissioners  under- 
stood  the  requirements  of  the  country.  It 
would  probably  surprise  most  of  those  who 
study  the  condition  of  Ireland,  and  who  have 
considered  how  to  improve  it.  to  find  that  a 
Commission  that  sat  seventy  yeaca  ago  re- 
commended land  drainage  mad  reclamation  on 
modern  lines,  the  jwovision  of  labourers* 
cott^ee  and  allotmuits,  the  bringing  of  agri- 
RuUural  instruction  to  the  doors  of  the  peasant, 
the  improvement  of  the  land  tenure,  the  transfer 
of  fiscal  powers  from  Grand  Juries  to  oounty 
boards,  the  employment  of  direct  labour  oo 
roads  by  such  county  boaids,  the  sending  of 
vagrants  to  colonies  to  be  employed  or 
penitentiaries  in  tfei^  p^jflij^ijr^'OOgle 
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Those  were  actually  the  very  objects  of 
the   Commission   seventy   years  ago. 
What  was  the  fate  of  th*)  Report  of 
that  Irish  Commission  ?   Why,  every  one 
of  its  recommendations  were  over-ruled. 
Lord  John  Russell,  who,  I  think,  was 
the  Home  Secretary,   when    he  read 
the   Report,  sent  over  to  Treland  an 
English  Poor  Law  official,  called  Nichols, 
tj  investigate  the  matter  afresh,  and 
after  spending  six  weeks  in  Ireland — 
and  the  means  of  transit  were  not 
then  aa    efficirait  as   they  are  now, 
and  he  coold  not  have  'moved  much 
about    in    Ireland  in  the   course  of 
six  weeks — this  English  official,  who  was 
never  in  the  country  before,  came  back 
to  England  and  submitted  a  Report  to 
Lord  John  Russell  to  the  effect  that  the 
Irish  Commission  were  entirely  wrong, 
that  they  knew  nothing  about  the  sub- 
ject, that  they  were  entirely  mistaken, 
and  that  the  real  thing  Ireland  wanted 
was  an  extension  of  the  English  system 
to  that  country.    Lord  John  Russell 
threw  the  Report  of  the  Irish  Commission 
into  the  waste-paper  basket,  never  re- 
ferred to  it  again,  and  introduced  a  Bill 
into  Parliament  forcing   the  English 
system  upon  Ireland.   That  Bill  was 
opposed  vigorously  in  this  House  by 
the  English   representatives.    It  was 
opposed   by   O'ConncU   on   the  floor 
of  Parliament   and   in    Ireland.  His 
opposition  to  the  Bill  was  participated  in 
hy  all  the  Irish  Members  of  all  parties 
in  that  day,  the  Lord  Castlereagh  of  that 
day  joined  hands  with  0*ConnelI,  and  yet 
these  omniscient  governors  of  Ireland, 
who  always  know  better  what  is  good 
for  Ireland  than  Ireland  does  herself, 
forced  this  Bill  upon  the  country,  and 
now,  seventy  years  afterwards,  a  new 
Conuniasion  is  appointed,  and  they  un- 
animously report  that  the  Commission  of 
uventy  years  ago  was  right  in  every 
particular;  that  the  system  you  forced 
upon  Ireland  seventy  years  ago  was 
radically  wrong  and  unsuitable  for  the 
country;  that  it  has  been  a  failure  from 
that  day  to  this,  and  they  recommend 
its  complete  abolition.    I  do  not  want 
to  turn  this  into  a  Home  Rule  debate, 
but  it  is  fail,  at  any  rate,  that  I  should 
direct  attention  to  the  ^ct  that  there 
is  no  more  dramatic,  startling,  and 
sensational  proof  of  the  incapacity  of 
Eaglidi  statesmen  to  govern  Ireland 


than  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
this    question.      This    is    really  an 
enormous  question — a  question  which, 
in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  hopeless 
to  deal  with   in  a   private  Member's 
Bill.     Let    mo    just   quote   for  the 
House  shortly  what  the  recommenda- 
tion t  of  the  Commission  would  amount  to. 
Like  the  Commission  of  1833  they  say 
that  Irish  poverty  can  only  be  removed 
by  schemes  for  developing  the  industries 
of  the  country  and  giving  employment. 
They  lecommend  the  total  abolition  of 
workhouses  in  Ireland,  the  segregation 
of  the  different  classes  of  inmates  into 
separate  institutions,  the  deserving  and 
decent  sick  folk  to  be  put  into  work- 
houses and  hospitals  where  there  will  be  • 
no  taint  of  the  workhouse  upon  them ; 
the  aged  and  the  infirm  to  be  put  into 
other  institutions ;  the  insane  to  be  put 
into  asylums  under  the  regular  lunatic 
authorities  ;    the    vagrants  —  a  small 
class,  being  4,000  in  all  Ireland — the 
vagrants  and  the  ne'er-do-wells  who  are 
destitute  through  indolence,  vice,  and 
the  refusal  to  work   to  be  put  into 
separate  institutions  for  themselves  and 
not  to  be  any  way  herded  with  the 
deserving  poor.   They  recommend  tlie 
repeal  of  the  English  and  Scottish  Re- 
moval Acts  under  which  an  Irish  man  or 
woman  who  spent  a  life  of  labour  in 
England  or  Scotland,  but  who,  at  the 
end  of  their  days  become  chargeable 
upon  the  rates,  can  be  deported  to  Ire- 
land, whereas  Ireland  has  no  such  power 
to  return  English  and  Scottish  paupers 
to  their  native  places.     These  recom- 
mendations mean  the  total  abolition  of 
the  system  of  Irish  workhouses  and  the 
creating  of  new  institutions  for  these 
separate  classes.    I  do  not  think  I  agree 
with  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Bill  that  this  operation  need 
not  necessarily  be  an  expensive  one.  I 
think  the  whole  of  this  could  be  done,  and 
whatever  the  initial  cost  might  be  it 
would,  in  the  end,  prove  to    be  an 
economic  transaction,  but  it  is  an  enor- 
mous operation,  and  I  fully  realise  that 
it  could   not   be   carried   into  effect 
by  a  private  Member's  Bill.    Let  me  say 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Government.    The  Chief  Secretary 
said  the  other  day  that  there  are  enough 
great    and    vital    problems  affecting 
Ireland  to  occupy  tlii<p  ;^hple^la.8^ion. 
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That  is  quite  troe,  and  this  is  one  of 
those  great  vital  problems.  Even  with 
your  present  system  of  Grand  Committees 
the  examination  of  a  measure  to  deal 
with  this  reform  would  take  a  con- 
siderable time.  These  great  problems 
are  waiting  for  solution,  and  the  Irish 
pieopte  are  suffering  all  the  time,  and  my 
Tiew  is  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  act  promptly  in  this  matter. 
The  Chief  Secretary  promised  in  Belfast 
that  this  problem  was  engaging  his 
attention.  How  long  is  it  going  to 
engage  his  attention  ?  When  is  he  going 
to  get  his  opportunity  of  dealing  with  it? 
He  may  say  that  he  cannot  do  it  this 
session  because  of  the  University  BiU. 
"What  about  next  session  ?  Will  he  give  a 
promise  that  he  will  introduce  legislation 
on  the  subject  next  session  and  send 
his  Bill  to  Grand  Committee  and  see 
what  can  be  done  ?  So  far  as  the  present 
Bill  is  concerned,  I  welcome  it, 
from  the  point  of  view  uf  its 
affording  us  an  opportunity  of  ventilating 
the  matter.  But  as  a  piece  of  practical 
legislation,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  Bill 
if  a  division  is  taken.  The  machinery 
is  entirely  inadequate,  and,  indeed,  is 
preposterous  in  its  character.  The 
BUI  proposes  to  create  a  Commission 
consisting  of  two  Judges.  Then  there 
are  to  be  three  lay  assistant  Commis- 
sioners to  be  associated  with  them,  but 
they  have  no  power  at  all.  Their 
duties  are  to  be  assigned  by  the 
Judicial  Commissioners,  and  apparently 
the  intention  is  that  they  should  hold 
inquiries,  but  all  the  judicial  and  ad- 
ministrative acts  are  to  be  performed  by 
the  two  Judges,  and  their  powers,  there- 
fore, would  be  enormous.  They  would 
have  powers  to  abolish  local  bodies  in  Ire- 
land, to  amalgamate  them,  and  to  create 
new  gDverning  bodies — in  fact,  to  interfere 
all  over  Ireland  with  the  whole  system 
of  local  government.  If  that  is  a  right 
thing  to  do,  surely  the  tribunal  appointed 
to  do  it  ought  to  be  one  in  some  sense 
representative  of  the  Irish  people.  But  to 
set  up  a  tribunal  consisting  of  two 
Judges  without  any  representation  of 
the  regular  public  bodies  elected  by 
the  people,  is  simply  a  preposterous 
proposal,  and  for  my  part,  I  could  not 
dream  of  supporting  it  for  one  moment. 
I  will  not  go  into  the  other  objections 
against  the  Bill;  although  they  are 

iff.  John  Sedmond, 


many  I  am  not  anxious  to  pull  the  BiU 

to  pieces.  I  welcome  the  opportunity 
of  discussing  this  matter,  I  fully  recog- 
nise the  difficulty  of  private  Mem- 
bers in  drafting  a  Bill  at  all  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  take  up  the  position  that 
while  I  cannot  vote  for  this  BiU  because 
of  this  preposteroiu  proposal  which 
would  throw  the  whole  8y8t«m  into  th.e 
melting  pot,  yet  so  deeply  do  I  sympa- 
thise with  the  object  the  hon.  Member 
has  in  view  in  trying  to  bring  about  this 
reform,  that  if  he  goes  to  a  division  I  will 
not  vote  against  him,  though  I  cannot 
vote  with  him.  We  regard  this  matter 
as  a  most  urgent  grievance.  In  the 
main  we  agree  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Viceregal  Commission. 
Some  of  them  will  no  doubt  lead  to 
differences  of  opinion,  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  recommendations  as  to  the  method 
in  which  the  new  medical  service  is  to 
be  created,  and  matters  of  that  kind. 
These  are  matters  about  which  there 
would  be  difference  of  opinion,  and  a 
good  deal  of  discussion.  But  putting  on 
one  side  four  or  five  matters  of  that  land, 
in  the  main  we  on  these  benches  approve 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Commis- 
sion. We  say  that  the  present  Poor  Law 
system  is  a  scandal  and  is  injurious  to 
Ireland,  that  it  ought  never  to  have 
been  forced  upon  the  country,  and  that 
it  is  a  standing  reproach  to  the  (Govern- 
ment. The  Gi3vemment  ought  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  We  are  in  agreement 
upon  the  point  that  the  grievance  is  an 
urgent  one,  and  in  the  main  we  agree  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Commission. 
But  if  this  BiU  goes  to  a  division  it 
will  be  impossible  for  us  to  vote  for  it, 
and  I  for  one,  wiU  walk  out  of  the 
House. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Bibbbll,  Bristol,  N.) : 
I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
exceedingly  clear,  sensible,  and  able 
speech  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  in  moving  the  Second  Beading 
of  this  BUI.  I  can  assure  him,  for  the 
present  at  least,  I  am  at  one  with  him 
in  the  object  which  he  has  at  heart.  We 
are  all  agreed  about  this  subject.  I 
wiU  not  foUow  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  in 
the  very  interesting  remarks  which  he 
has  made,  bui^^  ^^^^^^li^^i^^f  can 
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make  himself  acquainted,  as  it  has  been 
my  busineas  to  do,  either  with  the  past 
history  of  Poor  I^w  administration  in 
Ireland,  or  any  such  subject,  without 
discovering  that  on  such  points  agree- 
ment has  usually  existed  among  Irish- 
men, whatever  may  be  the  colour  of 
their  political  opinions,  and  that  in  the 
early  days  they  had  their  own  plans  and 
their  own  views  of  the  soundest  char- 
acter and  description,  not  only  on  the 
Poor  Law  qnestiion,  bat  also  for  dealing 
with  the  vexed  question  of  the  land. 
Their  views  were  disregarded  and  put 
on  one  side  in  obedience  to  the  over- 
whelming opinion  of  England.  That, 
certainly,  is  perfectly  plain  with  regard 
to  this  Poor  Law  question  and 
many  others.  The  union  of  O'Conneil 
and  Gastlereagh  is  to-day  repeated,  and 
we  find  hon.  Gentlemen  above  and 
below  the  gangway  united  in  urging 
that  the  Poor  Law  system  as  it  now 
exists  and  has  existed  for  so  many  years 
in  obedience  to  English  wishes  and 
opinions,  shall  be  set  on  one  side.  I 
Bcaicdy  need  to  say  that  I  entdrdy 
concur  witili  that  view.  I  rejoice  very 
much  that  this  question  should  have 
been  discussed  to-day  on  the  floor  of 
the  House.  There  are  in  Poor  Law 
questions  one  or  two  things  upon  which 
both  in  England  and  Ireland  there  is  an 
unusual  i^^reement  of  opinion.  One 
relates  to  classification  of  inmates  of 
workhouses,  another  to  the  boarding-out 
of  childr^.  Any  legislation  that  we 
have,  atiter  for  England  or  for  Ireland, 
dealing  wi^  Poor  Law  administration 
will,  we  know,  proceed  upon  these  two 
rational  and  humane  principles.  How  they 
came  to  be  overlooked  for  so  long  must 
be  a  matter  of  surprise,  but  then  we  all 
know  with  what  little  wisdom  the  world 
is  governed.  The  necesedty  for  the  re- 
moval of  childiein  from  w(»tdioaaes  to 
proper  homes  outside  is  one  of  the 
obvious  things  which  must  appeal  to 
every  really  humane  man.  Nobody 
who  has  seen  the  different  spirit  and 
temper  of  poor  children  living  in  proper 
homes  and  moving  backwards  and 
forwards  to  schools  where  they  meet  the 
childmi  of  tile  neighbourhood — ^the 
different  tone,  temper,  and  ^nrit  which 
enters  into  their  Uves,  cannot  but  be 
overwhelmed  with  sorrow  that  the  child- 
ren of  either  Eu^and  or  Ireland  have  been 


submitted  so  long  to  a  different  state  of 
things.  Happily  a  child's  lightness  of 
heart  prevails  over  almost  evex3rthing, 
but  the  dullness,  d^radation,  shame,  and 
misery  of  workhouse  life  it  is  not  strong 
enough  to  contend  with.  Therefore, 
on  this  point  we  are  all  entirely  agreed. 
I  do  not  want  to  say  a  word  against  the 
measure  which  has  been  introduced  in 
so  excellent  a  speech  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  but  I  must  point  out — 
and  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  agree 
with  me — that  this  Bill  propose  to  set 
up  a  different  kind  of  Commission  from 
that  suggested  in  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mission's Report.  It  proposes  to  set 
up  a  Commission  before  the  Bill  has  been 
passed  which  really  enables  the  reforms 
to  be  carried  out  and  before  Parliament 
has  laid  down  the  lines  upon  which  those 
reforms  are  to  be  carried  out.  I  am 
sorry  that  that  should  be  so.,  If  this 
were  a  thing  which  could  be  done  piece- 
meal and  if  a  Bill  could  be  passed  which 
would  in  no  way  interfere  with  a  sub- 
sequent larger  measure,  and  only  do  a 
little  bit  of  work,  that  would  be  an  ex- 
cellent thing ;  but  the  Commission  it  is 
proposed  to  set  up  will  of  necessity  be  a 
costly  body.  It  will  have  all  sorts  of 
duties;  it  will  in  fact  have  the  very 
duties  which  the  Poor  Law  Commission 
suggested  should  be  conveyed  to  a  tem- 
porary Commission  if  a  Bill  were  passed 
before  that  Bill  has  been  passed  and 
before  anyone  knows  what  shape  or  form 
the  Bill  will  assume.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  (Gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
very  vexed  question  of  the  areas.  That 
vexed  question  of  the  areas  and  rateable 
authority  lies  at  the  very  root  of  the 
whole  question,  and  until  we  determine 
what  those  areas  are  to  be  and  upon 
whom  the  charges  are  to  be  made — 
whether  they  are  to  be  the  union  or 
county  areas — it  is  imposuble  to  set 
loose  a  Commission  travelliug  about  the 
country  to  determine  what  institutions 
shall  he  set  up  when  they  will  not  know 
to  whom  they  will  be  diargeable. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh.  N.):  We  cau 
settle  thit  by  agreement. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  afraid  not.  I 
quite  agree  that  in  this  Poor  Law  matter 
there  is  no  question  outstanding,  and, 
no  oontrovei»y  introducing  the  lea^>'bit 
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of  party  spirit,  but  I  know  enough  about 
the  matter  to  know  that  there  is  a 
very  considerable  difference  of  opinion. 
It  found  expression  in  the  Minority 
Report  signed  by  the  hon.  Member,  and 
there  are  many  reasons  pro  and  con  to 
determine  with  regurd  to  the  question 
whether  they  shall  hive  large  or  sm  ill 
areas.  The  Viceregal  Commission  sug- 
gested different  areas  in  different  cases, 
and  proposed  thit  the  expenditure  in 
regard  to  sick,  aged,  infirm,  lunatics,  and 
nmnarried  mothers  shall  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  county  rate,  but  thit  the 
area  of  ch'irge  for  children  in  industriil 
sc  hools  and  other  pu  rposes  sha  U  be 
the  electoral  division,  and  until  we  have 
determined  these  things  it  will  not,  I 
think,  help  but  rather  hinder  to  set  up 
a  GommiEflicn. 

Mb.  MOORE  :  Under  the  Bill  nothing 
can  be  done  unless  all  int<.>re!'t8  agree 

HS  to  the  area. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  afraid  in  thit 
case  nothing  will  be  done.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  easy  to  8sk  me  to  go  to 
the  Treasury,  and  I  do  not  want  to  do 
it  unless  I  am  asked,  for  the  great 
expenditure  necessary  in  setting  up 
machinery  of  this  sort,  unless  we  can 
satisfy  them  that  it  is  going  to  end  in 
doing  something,  and  not  in  doing  nothing. 
The  matter  has  to  be  faced  and  we  have 
to  determine  the  principles  on  which  the 
country  is  to  be  marked  out  for  rating 
responsibilities  in  riispect  of  all  these 
most  important  subjects.  When  th^t 
has  been  done,  I  do  not  doubt  that  it 
will  be  found  necessary  to  appoint  a 
Commission  as  suggested  in  the  Poor 
Law  Report  in  order  to  go  over  the 
country  and  arrange  the  admirable 
things  set  out  in  the  clauses  of  the  Bill. 
I  am  certain  that  at  present  no  good 
lesult  will  follow  from  reading  the  Bill 
a  second  time.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Waterford 
has  naturally  asked  me  what  I  am  going 
to  do.  I  fully  recognise  the  justice  of 
that  question.  I  am  always  sorry  when 
I  hear  anyone  say  that  he  is  going  to  read 
extracts  from  my  speeches,  but  I  am 
not  in  any  way  ashamed  of  the  remarks 
I  have  made  with  regard  to  the  Com- 
missioi^'s  Report,  and  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  quoted.   It  is  only  fair, 

Mr.  SirrOL 


however,  to  remember  that  one  has 
to  choose  between  subjects  in  the 
House.  You  cannot  have  a  King's 
Speech  in  which  there  is  nothing  but 
Ireland  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
and  as  I  cannot  arrange  that,  I  have  to 
make  choice  between  pressing  subjects 
and  I  believe  that  the  majority  of  those 
I  have  attempted  to  legislate  upon  — 
although  one  or  two  of  the  measures  no 
doubt  have  criven  rise  to  angry  feelings 
— ^will  after  discussion  and  full  deli- 
beration receive  the  general  support 
of  hon.  Member  i  from  Ireland  irre- 
spective cf  Party.  Controversial  sub- 
jects have  a  knack  of  pushing  themselves 
to  the  front ;  and  having,  in  addition  ti) 
such  subjects  as  I  have  already  attempted 
to  legislate  upon,  the  embroglio  rf  the 
land  question  and  the  necessity  of  Umd 
reform  starii^  me  in  the  face,  I  cannot 
admit  that  I  have  been  neglectful 
in  my  duty  in  getting  time  for  Irish 
affairs.  I  am,  however,  prepared  to 
sa;  that  I  see  no  reason  whatever  why 
in  the  next  session  of  Parliament  a 
Bill  proceeding  upon  the  lines  of  the 
Bill  just  moved  and  carrying  out  the 
purport  of  the  Royal  Commission's 
Report  should  not  be  the  first  measure 
to  receive  the  attention  of  Parliament 
and  to  be  sent  upstairs  to  a  Com- 
mittee after  its  Second  Reading  to 
be  considered  in  all  its  details.  All  I 
can  saj  in  the  absence  of  everybody 
from  the  Treasury  Bench  is  that  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  on  both  sides,  con- 
tinue to  press  these  points  upon  me, 
as  no  doubt  they  will,  I  will  do  my  very 
best  so  far  as  I  am  personalty  con- 
cerned to  secure  that  a  Bill,  carrying  out 
the  reforms  recommended  in  the  Report 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  and  pro- 
ceeding on  the  lines  of  the  Bill  discussed 
Hhia  afternoon  a  d  which  has  received 
general  support  on  both  sidt^s  of  thp 
House  end  from  all  parties  in  Ireland, 
shall  be  made  a  Government  measure. 
Such  a  measure  nill,  I  copceive,  be  one 
of  the  first  importance,  and  there  is  none 
next  to  the  University  Bill  I  introduced  the 
other  day  with  which  I  should  better  like 
to  have  my  name  however  slightly  con- 
nected and  which  will  receive  my  more 
enthusiastic  support. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  B.) 
I  confess  thatui^e  Lmost-oll       a  little 
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disappointment  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  not  been  able  to  make  a  reply  of  a 
somewhat  more  gratifying  character  than 
that  to  which  we  have  listened.  This  is 
a  subject  on  which  I  may  claim  to  speak 
with  some  knowledge  because  I  was  for 
many  years  at  the  English  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  where  the  same  question 
incidentally  arose,  and  I  can  go  back  to 
the  earlier  days  when  it  was  not  only  a 
question  of  the  rearrangement  of  areas 
for  Poor  liaw  administration,  but  we  had^ 
to  deal  with  English  counties  which  had 
detached  portions  of  areas  all  over 
the  county,  which  led  to  the  utmost 
confusion  in  the  incidence  and  coUec- 
tion  of  rates.  The  Chief  Secretary 
admitted  that  the  question  of  area  was, 
if  not  the  most  important,  probably 
the  one  which  imderlies  the  settle- 
ment of  this  whole  question,  and  he 
said  with  great  force  —  and  I  have 
myself  used  the  same  argument  — 
thiat  Parliament  ought  not  to  create 
a  Commission  and  lay  upon  them  a 
certain  duty  unless  Paruament  has 
first  of  all  laid  down  the  lines  upon 
which  that  Commission  is  to  proceed. 
Up  to  a  certain  point  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  Chief  Secretary,  but  he  has  not  had 
what  I  have  had,  viz.,  practical  experience 
in  trying  to  deal  with  this  question  as  a 
Minister  in  Parliament,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  until  you  have  set  up  this 
Commission  you  will  make  progress. 
It  is  probable  that  what  is  proposed  by 
the  Bill  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend, 
the  Second  Beading  of  which  he 
moved  in  a  speech  wUch  I  was  glad  to 
hear  the  Chief  Secretary  speak  of  in  such 
generous  and  well-deserved  terms,  as  it 
seemed  to  me  to  be  admirable,  may  be 
open  to  some  of  the  criticisms  passed  upon 
it  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford.  It  may  be  thought  that  the 
Commission  in  its  constitution  would  not 
meet  with  all  the  confidence  it  should 
meet  with  if  it  is  to  do  good  work  in 
Ireland,  but  I  am  convinced  that*  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  seen  his  way  to 
let  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  the 
clear  understanding  that  it  went  to  a 
Select  Committee  and  that  the  only 
object  was  to  set  up  a  Commission 
with  certain  powers,  it  is  only  by 
some  method  of  that  kind  that  you 
you  can  get  this  vexed  question  settled. 
VOL.  CLXXXATII.  [Fourth  Skriks.] 


I  have  read  the  iatereating  Report  of 
the  majority  of  the  Comraisnon,  and  also 
the  minority  Report  of  the  hou.  Member 
for  Mid.  Tyrone,  and  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  saying  that  I  do  not  suggest  anything 
improper  when  I  say  I  am  able  to  read 
between  the  lines  of  the  Report.  I 
know  the  sources  from  which  many  of  the 
criticisms  in  that  Report  have  come. 
They  have  come,  not  from  the  people 
who  pay  the  rates  and  whose  condition 
would  be  worsened,  not  from  the  people 
whose  position  would  be  improved  if 
the  areas  were  enlaced,  but  from  those 
who  are  connected  with  the  municipal 
bodies  who  are  always  able  to  advance 
ai^uments  of  a  most  potent  character 
when  any  particular  principles  are  in- 
volved.  It  is  a  class  of  vested  interest 
which  makes  it  almost  impossible  to 
proceed   with   reforms  of  this  kind. 
What  is  the  hope  held  out  to  us  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  1   I  accept  it  with  the 
utmost  gratification  so  far  as  it  goes. 
It  is  that  the   Government  hope  to 
be   able   to   deal   with  this  question 
in  a  Grovernment  Bill  next  year.  My 
hon.  friends  behind  me  who  are  interested 
in  this  Bill  would  be  the  first  to  admit 
that  between  the  chances  of  this  measure 
and  thoie  of  a  measure  in  the  charge  of 
the  Government  there  is  no  comparison, 
and  they  have  no  doubt  as  to  which  they 
ought  to  accept.  tBut  by  the  admission 
of  the  Chief  Sacretary,  and  all  those  who 
have  had  to  deal  with  this  question,  it  is 
almsst  certain  that  unless  some  pre- 
liminary steps  are  taken  by  settmg 
up    a   Commission,    the  Government 
will  be  unable  next  year  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
of  such  a  non-controversial  nature  that 
it  would  not  ruse  a  great  discussion. 
The  Chief    Secretary    said   that  the 
Commission  recommended  not  one  prin- 
ciple for  the  extension  of  the  areas,  but 
various  principles  adapted  to  different 
parts  of  the  country.    But  in  Paragraph 
263  of  the  Report  the  whole  centre  of 
the  difficulty  is  pointed  out.    It  is 
pointed  out  that  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the 
£  in  a  Poor  Law  union  in  Ireland  only 
produces  £45  lis.  lOd.   That  is  the  crux 
of  the  question.      But  take  the  case  of 
England  where  you    have     a  union 
like  the  Toxteth  Division  of  Liverpool 
and  the  old  City  of  Liverpool  Union. 
There   you  fin4,q,^fe^Gi^jgprt|eany 
2  G  ■ 
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change  in  the  law,  the  guardians  have  been 
able  to  cany  out  every  one  of  the  recom- 
mendations o{  this  Beport  in  regard  to 
separating  the  classes,  separate  provision 
for  labour  homes,  separate  provisions 
in  the  workhouse  for  those  who  have  come 
to  a  state  of  pauperism  from  no  fault  of 
their  own,  and  others.    Not  only  do  they 
live  in  the  building  under  different  rules, 
but  have  different  hours,  and  wear  their 
own  clothes.   The  children  are  not  only 
boarded-out,  bat  in  m«iy  cases  are  living 
in  mparate  houses,  where  twenty-five  are 
boarded-out  under  the  charge  of  a  foster- 
mother.    You   can   have   exactly  the 
some  change  with  regard  to  the  insane. 
But  that  is  not  the  general  condition 
— --vf-^-things  in  England.    It  is  true  that 
in  other  imions   you   find  the  same 
melancholy  condition  of  things  that  has 
been   described  by  my  hon.  friends. 
What  is  the  reason  of  that?  You  can 
erect  splendid  buildings  and  make  most 
admirable  provision  for  the  poor.  But 
while  you  can  do  these  things  in  the  big 
towns  where  the  high  rateable  value  for 
the  district  allows  it  to  be  done,  you 
cannot  do  it  in  small  areas  where  the 
result  of  a  Id.  rate  produces  only  £50. 
In  those  cases  the  only  thing  to  be  done 
is  to  get  Parliament  to  make  up  its  mind 
tbat  there  shall  be  a  rearrangement  of 
areas,  and  you  must  have  regulations 
which  shall  apply  to  coimty  areas  whether 
lai^e  or  small.    I   believe  there  is  no 
reform  wanted  so  much  in  England,  Wales, 
and  Ireland  at  this  moment,  and  there  is  no 
shame  so  great  to  qui  civilisation  as  the 
workhouses   of  the  country.   I  myself 
-  brought  in  a  Bill  having  for  its  object  the 
rearrangement  of  the  representation  of  the 
areas  of  the  country.  Wbat  was  the  result  ? 
Many  Members  who,  if  they  had  acquainted 
themselves   with   the   subject,  would 
have  supported  it,  were  constrained  to 
oppose  it  because  of  the  a^tation  raised 
in  their  constituencies.    That  may  be 
an  immoral  state  of  things,  but  hon. 
Members  will  admit  that  when  a  con- 
stituency has  become  fully  roused,  a 
Minister   has   great  dif&ciilty  in  per- 
suading his  friends  to  risk  that  agita- 
tion and  support  him.    It  is  not  imtil 
you  get  the  support  of  a  Commission 
that  yon  will  get  Parliament  to  adopt 
the  proposal,   ^e  Act  of  1888  which  we 
carried,  it  is  true  followed  the  recom- 
mendations of  ths  Commission,  in  the 
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redistribution  of  areas.  But  that  Conunis- 
sion  was  in  actual  operation,  and  its  recom- 
mendations were  m  the  hands  of  Parliament 
before  the  Act  was  passed.  We  were  able  to 
set  up  in  1888  an  Act  which  gave  effect  to 
the  Report  of  that  Commission  which 
could  not  have  come  properly  into  force 
for  many  years  to  come.  It  is,  there- 
fore, inaccurate  to  say  that  advantage 
has  not  been  taken  on  this  question  to 
make  a  step  forward.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary at  Belfast  said  that  this  was  one 
of  the  most  presnng  needs  of  Ireland 
and  he  has  told  us  tlut  they  had  not  the 
time  to  pass  such  a  Bill.  But  there  is  an 
answer  to  that.  Although  there  is 
no  time  to  pass  this  particular  Bill, 
Mmisters  went  through  the  country  last 
year  saying  they  had  carried  sixty-five 
Bills  that  year,  and  seventy  the  year 
before.  The  answer  is  that  in  con- 
nection with  a  great  many  of  the  measures 
brought  in  it  would  be  well  if  the  Govern- 
ment considered  how  far  they  could  be 
made  as  little  controversial  as  possible 
rather  than  how  much  they  could  be  made 
in  the  interests  of  one  Party.  The  Chief 
Secretary  could  have  done  much  and  relief 
could  be  given — if  Irish  Members  were 
united  great  things  could  be  done. 
Although  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford  told  as  he  could  not  support 
the  Bill  he  spoke  well  of  it,  and 
said  he  would  not  oppose  it.  What 
advice  I  ought  to  give  to  ray  hon. 
friends  behind  me  I  do  not  know.  They 
are  certainly  interested  in  this  Bill,  which 
does  contain  recommendations  baaed  on 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 
I  would  advise  them  to  do  their 
best  to  meet  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford,  and  see  if  this 
Commission  is  to  be  started  that  some 
further  consideration  is  piven  to  its 
composition.  It  would  be  worse  than 
useless  unless  the  Commission  commanded 
support  in  Ireland.  I  myself  care  very 
little  how  much  of  the  Bill  remains 
after  it  has  been  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, so  long  as  that  part  of  it  is 
adopted  which  I  consider  of  the  greatest 
importance,  namely,  the  establishment  of 
a  tribunal  which  could  inquire  and 
report  and  give  the  Government  some 
definite  plan.  With  the  authority  of 
such  a  Commission  behind  them  the 
Government  could  come  to  Parliament 
next  session  and  J>ring,iiL-f^  Bill  .which 
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would  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  avoid 
nuich  of  the  controversy  which  may 
otherwise  arise.  I  do  not  want  just  now 
to  recall  the  advantages  of  the  iegislation 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  I  know  that 
many  questions  of  reform  in  Ireland 
are  considered  of  th$  utmost  importance 
by  hon.  Members,  but  surely  this 
question  must  come  before  all  others. 
Just  take  the  boarding-out  question, 
for  instance,  take  the  cMldren  out  and 
educate  them  iu  the  national  elementary 
schools,  or,  if  there  are  too  many,  in 
separate  establishments,  and  you  get  rid 
of  that  difficulty.  Then  there  is  the 
herding  together  of  people  whose  pau- 
perism is  the  result  of  vice  or  of  physical 
and  mental  inferiority,  that  is  a  cruel 
hardship  which  shoidd  be  terminated 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  Any 
change  of  this  kind  must  take  time,  even 
though  the  Bill  were  allowed  to  go  through 
tMs  House  practically  without  any  opposi- 
tion at  all,  for  you  have  to  reanrange  your 
areas,  make  new  provisions  for  buildings, 
and  bring  your  new  law  into  operation  in 
all  the  areas,  and  all  th  2t  takes  time.  If  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  were  passed  without 
opposition  tlus  sesnon,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  give  effect  to  these  reforms 
under  a  period  of  two  years.  If  Clause 
6  alone,  amended  in  what  way  you  like, 
were  taken  over  by  the  Government, 
and  rearranged  so  as  to  make  the  Com- 
mission one  they  could  rely  upon,  and  if 
they  said :  "  We  will  send  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  insist  on  such  alterations  as 
are  necessary,  and  then  we  shall  at  all 
events  prepare  the  way  by  this  Com- 
mission for  a  large  measure  of  reform 
for  which  we  will  be  responsible  in 
another  session/* — ^if  that  had  been  the 
course  adopted  by  the  Government,  I 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  advising  my 
hon.  friends  not  to  go  to  a  division  on  the 
Second  Beadii^.  But  they  are  keenly 
interested  in.tl^  question,  and  I  for  one 
deeply  regret  that  our  Parliamentary 
system  makes  it  often  the  case  on  a 
Friday  that  a  question  vitally  affecting 
the  welfare  of  our  people  should  be  dis- 
cussed in  such  an  empty  House,  but  that 
we  cannot  help.  This  discussion,  such 
as  it  is,  has  been  marked  by  a  much 
greater  unanimity  and  agreement  on  the 
common  principles  of  the  Bill  than  you 
often  hear  in  this  House  on  Irish  questions. 
Xhere  has  been  evinced  a  profound  desire 


that  some  definite  step  should  be  taken 
to  secure  a  reform  on  which  we  are  all 
agreed,  and  if  my  hon.  friends  decide 
to  press  the  Second  Readii^  of  their 
Bill,  I  shall  most  certainly  support  them 
in  the  lobby,  because  I  believe  they  will 
be  giving  by  their  votes  the  only  practical 
effect  open  to  them  to  their  con- 
viction that  unless  you  take  some  steps, 
however  small,  and  unless  Parliament 
sets  up  some  tribunal  which  can  give 
Parliament  the  information  requued, 
you  will  make  no  advance  on  this  ques- 
tion,  which  I  regard  as  one  more  nearly 
connected  with  the  happiness  of  our 
people — the  poorer  and  more  suffering 
among  them — than  any  other  to  which 
the  attention  of  FaiHament  could  be 
given. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CBAIO  (Antrim,  S) 
said  his  colleagues  and  himself  regretted 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  could  not  see 
his  way  to  support  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  had  asked  them 
a  definite  question,  as  to  whether 
they  loolod  upon  these  proceedings 
as  a  mere  academic  discnsston  of  the 
question  or  whether  they  seriously  in- 
landed  to  press  for  the  Second  Readii^ 
of  the  Bill.  He  could  tell  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  that  they  did  intend  to 
press  for  the  Second  Rea<^g  of  the  Bill, 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  show 
how  desirous  they  were  that  the  whole 
matter  of  Irish  Poor  Law  reform  should 
be  pushed  forrard.  He  was  unable  to 
follow  the  Chief  Secretary  when  he  in- 
formed them  that  as  the  Bill  was 
drafted,  they  really  would  be  gaining 
nothing  if  they  set  up  the  proposed 
Commission.  The  Report  of  tike  Com- 
mis^on  on  which  the  Bill  was  founded, 
on  pE^e  76,  sud  that  the  Commis- 
sion's believed  that  a  temporary  Com- 
mission, working  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  the  local  bodies,  would 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  changes  incidental  to  the 
recommendations  made  in  the  Report, 
and  that  such  a  Commission,  acting  in 
subordination  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  m^ht  dischai^  the  following 
duties,  such  as  suggesting  the  areas  to  be 
assigned  ,  to  the  various  institutions,  sug- 
gesting the  draft  scheme  for  the  re- 
apportionment of  arU^ncntaty^^^ian^ 
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proposals  ioi  the  employment  of  Poor 
Law  ofiBcials  whose  services  would  be 
retained  and  compensation  for  officials 
whose  services  wo^d  be  dispensed  with, 
and  for  carrying  out  the  adjustment  of 
TariouB  other  matters  incidental  to  the 
changes  provided  for.  The  Bill,  so  far 
as  he  cotdd  see,  followed  out  that  recom- 
mendation exactly.  It  set  up  a  Com- 
mission, gave  it  power  to  draft  schemes, 
prescribed  the  method  by  which  notice 
of  those  schemes  was  to  be  given,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  sub- 
sequently to  be  laid  before  tlie  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
objection,  to  have  the  force  of  law  by 
receiving  an  Order  in  Council.  Hedidnot 
see  how  the  Chief  Secretary  could  contend 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  previous 
legislation  before  that  could  be  done.  It 
seemed  to  him  that,  even  presuming  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  right,  he  had  not 
g^ven  ihem  any  good  reason  why  the  Bill 
diould  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  Com- 
mittee. All  the  previous  speakers  had 
admitted  that  the  matter  was  one  of 
urgent  importance,  which  could  only 
be  benefited  by  a  free  and  open  dis- 
cussion. Not  one  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mittees was  at  present  occupied  with 
any  Bill,  and  there  was,  therefore,  an 
excellent  opportxmity  to  allow  the  Bill 
to  be  referred  to  a  Grand  Committee. 
His  hon.  and  gallant  friend  had  pointed 
out  that  when  he  was  lucky  in  obtaining 
a  place  in  the  ballot,  and  when  it  had 
been  decided  between  him  and  his 
colleagues  that  this  question  should  be 
brought  before  the  House  in  the  form  of  a 
Bill,  it  gave  them  all  a  considerable 
amount  of  anxiety  and  consideration  as 
to  how  they  should  approach  the  matter. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  informed  them 
that  the  form  of  the  Bill  was  such 
that  it  woidd  not  carry  out  their 
objects.  When  they  came  to  examine 
the  Report  for  the  purpose  of  drafting 
the  Bill,  they  found  that  it  covered  a 
very  large  area,  and  it  became  evident 
to  them  that  if  they  wanted  to  intro- 
duce a  BUI  which  would  deal  in  a  piece- 
meal way  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commission  they  would  not,  possibly, 
get  further  th^n  dealing  with  one  or 
two,  possibly  the  least  important,  points 
in  the  Report;  and  to  show  how  that 
consideration  was  borne  in  upon  them, 
it  was  only  neceffiaty  to  consider  the 
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numerous  and  complicated  matters  with 
which  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
dealt.  If  they  had  attempted  to  draft 
a  Bill  dealing  individually  with  the 
various  questions  considered  they  would 
have  such  questions  as  the  erection 
of  poorhouses  and  lunatic  asylums, 
the  making  of  areas,  the  segregation  of 
olasBes,  and  outdoor  relief;  and  if  they 
attempted  to  legislate  on  those  lines  it 
would  give  them  very  much  more  trouble 
than  in  legislating  for  the  whole  of 
the  case  in  the  method  suggested  by 
his  hon.  and  gallant  friend.  They  saw 
at  once  that  if  they  were  to  do  anything 
at  all  it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  it 
in  a  general  way,  and  to  set  about  finding 
out  what  was  the  best  way  to  do  so, 
and  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  hit 
upon  the  precedent  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred. The  question  of  th,e  endowed 
schools  was  more  controversial  than 
that  with  which  they  were  now  dealing, 
yet  a  Commission  was  set  up  and 
dealt  with  in  a  most  satisfactory  way. 
So  far  as  he  could  see,  there  was 
really  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  the 
way.  The  labour  would,  no  doubt,  be 
very  great,  but  the  main  questions  of  this 
reform  were  of  such  a  non-controversicl 
nature,  and  public  opinion  had  so  often 
expressed  itself  as  to  the  way  in  which 
these  questions  of  the  segragation  of 
classes,  outdoor  relief,  lunatic  asylums, 
etc.,  should  be  dealt  with,  thit  there 
ought  at  this  stage  to  be  very  little  diffi- 
culty for  the  Commission  in  dealing 
with  those  points.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
was  so  plain,  and  that  they  had  covered 
the  whole  area  so  completely,  thit  the 
work  of  the  Commissioners  set  up 
under  the  Bill  would  be  very  greatly 
simplified.  The  Report,  he  would  re  • 
miiid  the  House,  hid  been  in  the  hands 
of  Irishmen  since  October,  1906,  nearly 
a  year  and  a  half,  and ,  they  might 
be  quite  sure  that  it  had  been  criticised, 
canvassed,  and  discussed,  not  only  by 
every  person  connected  with  the  Poor 
Law  in  Ireland ,  but  also  by  th  e 
public  Press,  and  so  far  as  he  knew 
there  had  been  no  serious  excep  - 
tion  taken  to  the  findings  of  the 
Commission  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 
It  had  been  pointed  out  that  the  recom- 
mendations  of  the  Commianon  had  been 
acquiesced  in  by^j^i^j^  ^i@0^|^|^d. 
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As  had  been  very  properly  remarked, 
this  was  not  a  question  of  party  at  all,  and 
he  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  was  not  prepared  to  support  the 
Second  Reading.  To  him  the  reasons 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
seemed  to  be  very  slender  ones.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  rested  his  defection,  so 
far  as  he  coMd  see,  on  one  point, 
which,  after  all,  could  be  dealt 
with  in  Committee,  namely,  the  com- 
position of  the  Commission  who  were 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Report.  But  the  constitution  of 
that  Commission  could  not  in  any  way  be 
called  a  principle  of  the  Bill ;  it  was  a 
mere  point  of  detail,  and  his  hon.  and 
gallant  £riend  would  be  glad  to  receive 
any  suggestion  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  or  from  anybody  else.  They 
wanted  a  strong  Commission  which  would 
have  the  confidence  of  all  parties.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  question  of  the 
composition  of  the  Commission  was  a 
matter  for  arrangement ;  it  was  obviously 
a  purely  administrative  matter.  There 
was  no  political,  religious,  or  party  interest 
mixed  up  in  it  at  all,  therefore  he  could 
not  conceive  why  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  shoidd  feel  the  slightest 
difiBcuIty  in  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment as  to  what  the  composition 
of  the  Commission  should  he.  He 
thought  iJiat  the  hon.  and  leamed  Gentle- 
man ought  to  have  ^ven  them  his  un- 
qualified support  in  the  matter.  He 
had  given  a  certain  sort  of  modified 
support,  but  he  thought  that  if  the 
poor  in  Ireland,  and  ii  the  consumptives 
of  Ireland  who  had  been  so  feelingly 
referred  to  in  the  Report,  were  to  be 
benefited,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man should  have  given  them  his  assis- 
tance in  hastening  the  passage  of  what 
was  admitted  by  all  parties  to  be  an 
absolutely  non-political  and  non-party 
measure.  He  had  intended  to  go  more 
fully  into  the  details  of  the  Bill,  and 
particularly  he  had  intended  to  make 
some  reference  to  what  he  considered  to 
be  the  most  pitiable  class  of  persons 
dealt  with  by  this  measure,  namely, 
the  consumptives.  When  they  read  the 
Report  and  found  how  consumption 
was  increasing  in  Ireland,  whereas  it  had 
decreased  in  the  last  few  years  in  England 
^nd  Scotland  by  60  per  cent, — ^whea 
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they  found  that  in  Ireland  persons 

sufEering  from  all  stages  of  consump- 
tion were  taken  to  the  ordinary  work- 
houses, where  they  slept  in  the  same 
rooms  with  healthy  persons  and  thus 
spread  the  ravages  of  the  dreadful 
disease,  he  really  thought  anyiJiing 
which  would  have  the  effect '  of  con- 
centrating pubUc.  attention  and  the 
attention  of  the  Government  on  the 
question  of  reform  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
Ireland  ought  to  be  speedily  done. 
He  could  not  help  deeply  regretting  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  had  not  seen  his  way  to  join  them 
in  this  attempt  to  bring  the  matter  to 
fruition  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  given  them  a  qualified 
promise  that  next  year  he  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  this 
question.  Of  course  they  thanked  him 
for  that  promise,  but,  unfortunately, 
they  knew  that  a  promise  in  Parliament, 
unless  it  was  absolute,  was  not  of  much 
value.  If  a  Minister  qualified  his  promise 
by  such  phrases  as :  "If  there  was  time 
or  opportunity,*'  the  promise  was  not 
worth  a  great  deal.  He  hoped  that 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  might  be 
able  to  carry  out  his  promise,  but  he 
could  only  regret  that  he  had  not 
seen  his  way  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go 
through  at  least  another  stage,  be- 
cause by  so  doing  any  defect  that 
might  exist  in  the  measure  woidd  have 
been  remedied,  and  they  would  then 
have  had  more  information  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  particular 
line  he  proposed  to  pursue  when  he 
hiimself  broi^t  in  a  Bill  next  yeu.  • 

*Mb.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderiand)  said 
he  could  not  but  regret  the  smallness 
of  the  attendance  that  afternoon,  for 
it  did  not  encourage  the  initiation  of 
any  proposals  so  far  as  private  Members 
were  concerned.  Of  course,  this  was  a 
purely  Irish  matter,  as  the  Bill  did  not 
apply  to  England,  but,  inasmuch  as  a 
division  was  to  be  challenged,  he  thought 
it  right  to  say  a  few  words  so  far  as  the 
Labour  Members  were  concerned.  He 
had  the  fullest  sympathy  with  all  that 
had  been  said  with  regard  to  the  necessity 
for  the  reforms  which  were  proposed. 
He  regretted  the  wasteful  administration, 
and  it  was  certainly  a  disgrace  to  the 
i  country  that  so  muchrab^^tL  im  in 
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that  direction  and  so  little  reach  the 
poor.  He  also  regtetted  that  honest 
men  who  were  out  of  employment  should 
have  to  mix  with  wasters  in  the  work- 
houses ;  in  fact,  the  whole  system 
required  fresh  legislation  for  its  reform. 
They  were  hoping  that  the  time  would 
come  when  the  boards  of  gtiardians 
would  be  done  away  with  and  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Law  placed 
in  iho  hands  of  the  county  and  boiougK 
councils.  The  Members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  however,  did  not  think  that  the 
Bill  now  under  discussion  would  by  the 
machinery  it  set  up  effect  the  very  desir- 
able reforms  about  which  they  were 
unanimous  in  all  parts  of  the  House ;  but 
inasmuch  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  had  promised 
legislation  next  yeax — [Cries  of  "No; 
qualified  "] — he  had  heard  the  speech, 
and  he  certainly  thought  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  definite  regarding 
the  promise  of  legislation  next  ;year 
which  would  meet  all  that  the  promoters 
of  this  Bill  demred. 

Captain  CRAIG :  If  snch  a  promise 
has  been  made  by  the  Chief  Secoetary, 
I  certainly  accept  it  at  once. 

Me.  BIRRELL  :  Of  course,  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  make  a  definite  promise, 
because  I  have  no  control  over  the 
business  of  the  House.  But  I  do  not 
complain  of  the  conclunon  come  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  below  the  gangway 
who  heard  my  speech.  What  I  said 
was  that  I  should  do  my  very  best  to 
accomplish  that  purpose,  and  I  am  very 
confident  I  ahaU  siUM^eed,  but  further 
than  tiiat  I  cannot  go. 

Me.  SUMBtERBELL  said  that  in  view 
of  a  promise  of  that  character  and  the 
sympathy  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  in  regard  to  these  many  reforms 
which  they  all  desired,  he  thought 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  would  be  well 
advised  not  to  press  it  to  a  division. 
If  it  were  pressed  to  a  division,  they  on 
those  benches  would  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  the  Second  Reading. 

Mb.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
itiwas  with  some  disappointment  that 
they  had  listened  to  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down.   The,  vorda  of 

Mr.  Summerbell, 


the  Chief  Secretary  had,  not  irithont 
reason,  been  quoted.  Speaking  at  Bel- 
fast on  24th  October,  1907,  and  dealing 
with  this  particular  question  he  said — 

"  I  say  the  country  ia  ripe  and  ready  for 
legislation  upon  thoee  linee,  bat  Thetlior  it  will 
be  obtained  I  do  not  know.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  if  the  bish  people  would  only  unite  on 
questions  of  tim  kind  instead  of  diBtmitiiu  apm 
other  qnestiona,  good  prt^zen  iot  the  Eelier- 
ment  <rf  the  country  would  be  mado^" 

He  endorsed  the  comment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford,  who  on  26th 
October  made  the  following  remarks — 

"  I  confras  I  read  that  statement  with  a 
feeling  of  some  mentment  because  that  state- 
ment, if  it  meant  anything,  meant  this  :  That 
the  delay  in  the  settlement  of  these  questions, 
these  social  reforms,  w&s  due  to  the  action  of 
the  Irish  people  themselves  and  not  due  to 
the  fault  of  the  English  GoTenunent,  No  man 
living  to-day  knows  better  than  Mr.  Knell  does 
how  false  Buoh  a  euggestion  would  be." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member,  in  the 
same  speech,  dwelt  eloquently  and  in- 
sistently upon  the  great  urgency  of  the 
question,  and  yet  that  afternoon  they 
had  him  taking  a  technical  objection  to 
some  part  of  the  machinery,  which  might 
easily  have  been  got  over  in  Committee, 
and  refusing  to  lend  his  influence  in  sup- 
porting the  Bill,  and  thus  practically 
destroying  its  chance  of  becoming  law. 
In  another  speech  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  after  dealing  with  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes  in  Ireland,  pro- 
ceeded— 

"  I  may  remind  you  the  Irish  Party  has 
already  taken  action.  We  have  put  before  the 
Government  our  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of 
artisans  in  towns  .  .  .  and  we  will  also  put 
in  concrete  form  our  suggestions  for  the  settle, 
ment  of  this  Poor  Law  system." 

He  ventured  to  surest  to  the  lion,  and 

learned  Member  that  he  would  have  no 
better  opportunity  than  he  had  enjoyed 
that  afternoon  of  putting  in  concrete 
form  whatever  suggestions  he  might 
have  to  offer  for  dealing  with  that  im- 
portant subject.  He  had,  up  till  that  day, 
refused  to  see  any  political  difference  in 
Ireland  with  regard  to  this  subject, 
because  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other  the  Poor  Law  administration 
ui^ently  called  for  reform.  Perhaps 
he  might  be  allowed  to  give  an  illustra- 
tion of  what  they  were  suffering  by 
referring  to  that  county  a  portion  of 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent. 
The  Joint  Comm^t^«^^f(^g^f5in6 
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and  Magbeiafelt  Boarda  of  Guardians, 
and  seveial  members  of  the  Limavady 
Board,  came  together  and  disouaaed  the 
whole  subject  of  promoting  economy 
and  ejQlciency,  and  be  would  quote  very 
briefly  from  the  Report  unanimously 
adopted  by  those  three  boards  of  guar- 
dians. It  disclosed  the  state  of  things 
then  existing  in  the  county — ■ 

"  The  average  number  of  inmates  in  the  last 
haU.year  for  which  the  figures  have  been 
pablished,  gives  a  total  of  only  341  inmates ; 
the  bnildingg  being  certified  as  providing 
full  Bocommodation  for  2,342  inmates ;  or.  to 
put  it  another  way,  any  one  of  the  three  work- 
houses  is  certified  to  hold  double  the  number 
of  inmates  jwesently  contained  in  the  whole 
three.  For  the  half-year  ending  31st  March, 
1899,  we  find  what  is  called  the  expenses  of 
establishment,  which  included  the  cost  of  four 
officials,  and  the  maintenance  of  buildings  for 
the  three  workhouses,  were  £1,789,  whereas 
the  cost  of  food  and  clothing  for  the  whole  of 
the  inmates  for  the  like  period  is  only  £1,476. 
Thus  we  think  our  system  of  relief  has  been 
greatly  abused  through  our  workhouses  being 
io  numerous  and  so  convenient.  Take  the 
tnunp  nuisance,  for  instance.  It  is  in  a  large 
measure  the  creation  of  a  system  which  pro- 
vides them  with  a  good  temperance  hotel  at 
the  end  of  an  easy  day's  journey.  With  fewer 
workhouses  we  may  rest  assured  there  will  be 
fewer  tramps.  We  have  another  class  which 
periodically  pass  in  and  out  of  the  workhouses 
largrty  because  of  th^  being  sitnated  so  con- 
Tcoiantly.  We  have  quito  a  number  of  this 
ohwB,  and  in  our  infirmary  there  are  a  good 
muiy  inmates  of  a  class  who  aie  quite  able* 
bodied,  and  who  when  out  of  the  workhouse 
misconduct  themselves  and  use  our  workhouse 
infirmary  solely  for  recuperative  purposes. 
We  are  satisfied  that  were  our  workhouses 
some  distance  from  town  this  class  would 
decrease  very  rapidly." 
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He  would  conclade  with  a  final  extract 
from  this  Report — 

'  "  And  we  think  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  for  the  middle  and  southern  portion  of 
the  country  a  small  hospital  of  the  most  modem 
type  dioiud  be  erected  in  an  isolated  sitaatton 
with  one  wing  for  non-paying  patients  and  with 
another  wing  where  those  who  are  willing  and 
aUe  to  pay  for  the  highest  medical  skill  and 
Dorsing  would  be  cared  for  imder  the  best 
conditions.  Many  of  us  believe  many  of  our 
county  workhouses  could  with  advantage  be 
refitted  without  much  expense  as  auxiliary 
•yslums,  and  that  by  this  means  the  prospect 
of  a  heavy  charge  for  a  new  county  asylum 
would  be  altogether  done  away  with." 

His  object  in  reading  these  few  extracts 
from  that  Report,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  three  large  boards  of  guardians 
concerned  afcnost  with  unanimity,  was 
to  give  the  later  history  of  the  movement 


for  legislation  on  the  subject.  The 
three  bouds  of  guardians  were  practically 
agreed  as  to  the  necessity  for  closing 
some  of  their  workhouses,  but  when  the 
question  came  to  be  considered  which 
of  the  workhouses  should  be  closed, 
the  unanimity  was  at  an  end,  and  until 
they  had  legislation  such  as  was  proposed 
by  this  Bill,  they  could  not  make  further 
progress  in  efEecting  that  great  economy 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  in  in- 
troducing the  Bill  had  referred  to  it  as 
Utopian,  and  while  gladly  supporting 
it  he  felt  that  as  regardeo  some  of  tha 
minor  sugtrestions  that  description  might 
be  aptly  applied.  The  greatest  difficulty 
in  carryii^  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Comm^ion  would  be  the  ad- 
mittedly large  initial  expenditure.  He 
submitted  to  the  House  that  if  the  Bill 
had  been  allowed  to  go  to  a  Committee 
it  would  have  been  found  practicable 
to  adopt  many  of  the  suggestions,  the 
cost  of  carrying  out  which  would 
have  been  comparatively  small.  Refer- 
ence had  been  made,  and  he  was  glad 
to  hear  it,  to  the  value  of  the  class  of 
cottage  hospital  wMch  was  sprii^ing  up 
in  different  parts  of  the  coimtry.  While 
their  county  and  workhouse  hospitals  in 
times  past  had  not  been  as  well 
equipped,  they  were  not  able  to  do 
the  best  medically  for  their  inmates  at 
all  times,  but  a  very  great  improvement 
in  that  respect  had  taken  place.  He 
would  strongly  emphasise  that  part  of 
the  Report  which  advocated  in  sparsely 
populated  districts  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  purely  cottage  hospitals. 
He  thought  that  was  the  most  valu- 
able part  of  the  Report.  It  was  not 
specifically  referred  to  in  the  recom- 
mendations, but  a  very  great  improve- 
ment, even  imder  the  present  adverae 
conditions  in  Ireland,  had  taken  place 
since  the  law  gave  them  lady  [mem- 
bers of  guardians.  Their  election  to 
the  local  boards  was  looked  upon 
somewhat  coldly  at  the  start  by 
male  members  of  the  boards,  but  he 
was  bound  to  say,  speaking  with  prac- 
tical experience,  that  the  ladies  had 
amply  justified  the  forward  movement 
which  had  elected  them  to  that  service, 
and  they  had  made  Iheir  influence  feit 
in  many  ways;  first  and  chiefly*  in 
ameliorating  many  of  the  deprestdiig 


■which  he  thought  showed  tl^e  urgency  land  unpleasMit  conditions-of  worldiouae 
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life,  and  secondly,  by  bringing  skilful 
attention    to   the    nursing    stafi  of 
the  workhouses  and  hospitals.    In  that 
connection   might   he   also   say  that 
during    recent    years    the    class  of 
nurses  that  had  been  induced  to  come 
forward  for  those  positions  had  also 
visibly  improved,  greatly  to  the  benefit 
of   the   patients.    Lastly,    the  ques- 
tion had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
great     scourge     of     tuberculosis  in 
Ireland.   Many  of  them  were  anxious 
that  there  should  be  grants  in  aid  for 
the  provision  of  the  necessa^  sanatoria 
in  groups  of  counties.  There  had  been 
a  great  revival  in  the  movement  on  that 
subject  in  Ireland  during  the  last  six 
months.    He  was  always  glad  to  acknow- 
ledge the  impetus  which  had  been  given 
to  the  movement  by  the  Countess  of 
Aberdeen,  and  it  had  been  greeted  in 
all  parts  of  Ireland  with  equal  enthusiasm. 
Branches  of  the  Women  s  Health  Asso- 
ciation had  been  founded  in  the  North 
and   South,   and    there    was  great 
hope  that  in  a  very  short  time  those 
who  had  been  stricken  with  the  disease 
might  get  out  of  their  heads  the  prevail- 
ing idea  in  Ireland  that  there  was  prac- 
tically no  hope  of  recovery.   If  under 
-«uch  a  measure  as  this  it  was  made 
pemfsajble  for  county  councils  to  give 
a  email  grant  in  aid  for  the  provision 
of  sanitoria  a  most  valuable  work  would 
be  done  for  the  whole  country.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that  they  had  not 
had  a  more  definite  promise  from  the 
Chief  Secretary.   He  hoped,  in  view  of' 
the  fact  that  they  were  to  unanimous 
in  the  matter,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  at  least  feel  it  his  duty  to 
urge  upon  the  Government  that  that 
should  be  the  first  legislation  for  Ireland 
next  session.   He  said  that  in  all  sincerity 
and  with  the  utmost  earnestness.  The 
question  of  deportment  had  also  been 
touched  upon.  Their  able-bodied  mea 
went  to  England  and  Scotland,  and  if 
they  broke  down  there,  without  havii^ 
secured  the  necessary  settlement,  they 
were  packed  home  to  Ireland  and  had 
to   be   supported  in   the   workhouse  ^ 
there.    That  was  a  real  hardship  whirh 
would  be  remedied  under  the  Bill.  As^ 
regarded  lunatic  asylums  the  local  boardii 
had  been  feeling  the  pressure  of  the 
burden  of  getting  them  up  to  the  necee- 
aarily  high  standard  prevailing  in  ail 

Mr.  Barru. 


such  institutions.  In  England,  of  coarse, 
they  were  conducted  at  very  great 
expense,  but  be  thought  in  Ireland  they 
had  quite  as  much  efficiency  at  vastly 
less  e^>en8e,  and  he  felt  that  under  a 
reform  such  as  they  were  now  considering 
their  auxiliary  asylums  might  £nd  suit- 
able habitations  in  the  workhouses  and 
make  for  still  greater  and  substantial 
economy.  He  hoped  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  would  persist  in  going  to  a  diviaioQ 
and  he  should  be  most  happy  to  support 
him. 

•Mr.  FETHBR8T0NHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.)  said  the  reception  of  the 
measure  by  the  Chief  Secretary  had  been 
a  little  discouraging.  When  he  was 
taking  the  Irish  Liberal  Party  on  a 
persDually  conducted  tour  through  the 
North  of  Ireland  last  summer  he  advised 
Irishmen  that  if  they  were  unanimous  on 
certain  matters  they  would  be  sure  to 
succeed.  DiSerences  were  much  more 
common  in  Ireland  than  unanimity, 
but  here  they  had  a  subject  on  which, 
not  only  were  all  parties  unanimous,  but, 
as  was  shown  by  the  history  given  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  they  had 
been  unanimous  for  about  seventy-five 
years.  It  was  certainly  the  only  ques- 
tion that  he  could  remember  of 
which  anything  like  that  could  be  said. 
In  1833  people  ot  such  difEerent  opinions 
as  the  then  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Daniel 
O'Connell  were  united  in  their  opposition 
to  the  Poor  Law  schemes  put  forward 
upon  the  authority  of  that  execrated 
individual,  Mr.  Nicholls.  Ever  since 
then  every  person  who  had  taken  any 
interest  in  the  Poor  Law  administration 
in  Ireland  had  been  abusing  Nicholls,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  had  he  lived  in  Ire- 
land he  would  have  been  boycotted,  but 
he  WHS  wise  enough  to  live  in  England. 
Although  they  had  been  all  the  tine 
objortipg  to^iftflfatpm    ?  oro  unhaitefa/e 

to  ^huLp  roimtt^t  and  altbou^  tlwy  tw* 
'  T'<*H    Mft;iS;«wl  thilt  lenisltktinn  fthoiiM  Iw 

'  r-I  tn  >-:'r.i   ti;  fill'  r"-Mii 

nil  ni'  ' t  iuIiS    nf     ill,'     I  I  'ii  I  tir:^-  ■  ' 

V.  In-!i  flKi\  hioiight  tiirvvnt'Ii.  fiiTil  if  ill' 
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was  at  all  perfect  or  that  it  would  be 
likely  to  become  law  in  its  present  form, 
but  they  were  not  prepared  to  differ  from 
the  views  of  Gentlemen  below  the  gang- 
way CD  any  mere  question  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Commission,  and 
that  subject  might  be  considered  re- 
moved from  tlie  area  of  contention. 
It  was  necessary  to  suggest  some  form  for 
the  personnel^oi  the  Comniission  in  order 
that  the  matter  might  be  discussed,  but 
they  had  never  suggested  that  it  was  part 
of  the  essentials  of  the  scheme.  If  any 
proposal  had  been  made  by  the  hon.  and 
Teamed  Member  for  Waterford  to  sub- 
stitute an^  other  persons  for  Judges 
of  the  High  Court  they  would  have 
been  glad  to  agree  to  it,  and  he  was 
certain  no  opposition  would  have 
come  from  the  Judges,  because  he 
noticed  that  the  Bill  did  not  provide 
any  remuneration  for  them.  Becognis- 
ing  as  he  did  that  the  Bill  would  possibly 
require  very  considerable  alteiatum,  and 
possibly  tJhat  it  would  be  inexpedient  or 
imposfdble  to  carry  it  into  law  this  session, 
he  regretted  that  the  Government  did 
not  allow  it  to  go  as  far  as  Committee, 
because  by  discussing  it  in  Committee 
they  might  have  learnt  a  great  deal  as  to 
the  views  of  different  parties  in  Ireland  on 
matters  of  detail,  and  many  valuable 
suggestions,  no  doubt,  would  have  been 
made.  The  Government,  apparently, 
would  not  take  that  course,  and  there- 
fore, although  they  would  go  to  a  divi- 
sion, he  supposed  there  was  no  prospect 
ofsecuring  the  Second  Reading.  He  did 
not  propose  to  deal  with  matters  of 
detail,  but  there  was  one  circumstance 
wUch  reconciled  him  to  the  prospect  of 
tlie  Bill's  not  becoming  law,  and  that  was 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  see  it  deal  more 
fully  with  the  position  of  the  Poor  Law 
medical  officers,  which  was  a  disgrace  to 
civilisation.  The  matter,  which  was  very 
folly  dealt  with  in  the  Report,  was  one  of 
very  urgent  importance,  and  he  hoped 
when  the  Chief  Setsetaiy  came  to  frame 
his  measure  next  session  he  would  give  it 
careful  attention.  The  conditions  tmder 
which  the  medical  officers  were  elected 
were  degrading  to  medical  men,  and 
everyone  knew  that  the  best  men 
were  not  secured  owing  to  local 
narrowness ;  what  was  more  serious, 
they  were  not  free  agents,  and  as  a 
result  the  administration      the  Public 


Health  Acts  was  in  a  very  miserable  con- 
dition. They  had  to  complain  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  houses  owned  by 
the  very  people  to  whom  they  owed  their 
appointment,  two  whom  th  jy  looked  for 
continuance  in  that  employment,  and  to 
whom  they  must  crawl  if  they  wanted  to 
get  a  pension  at  tkhe  end  of  Uieir  service 
however  long  and  meritorious.  These 
conditions  were  absolutely  fatal  to  the 
independence  and  efficiency  of  the  Pooi 
Law  medical  officers,  and  he  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  carefully  con- 
sider their  dfums  and  the  interests  of 
the  public  which  were  very  much  sacri- 
ficed by  exist 'ng  conditions.  They  would 
go  to  a  division  to  show  that  they 
were  in  earnest  in  bringing  the  Bill 
forward,  and  he  hoped  that  although 
the  Bill  got  no  further  it  would  not 
have  been  in  vain  that  they  had  called 
attention  to  and  discussed  tlie  matter. 

Mb.  MOORE  wanted  to  say  a  very 
few  words  on  the  present  situation, 
because   undoubtedly  there  would  be 

very  general  disappointment  in  Ire- 
land that  no  further  step  had  been 
taken  in  the  matter  of  these  reforms 
which  every  section  of  opinion  in  Ireland 
ardently  desired.  The  first  and  the  only 
practical  step  that  had  been  recommended 
by  the  Commission  to  which  other 
speakers  had  referred  was  tiie  appoint- 
ment of  a  temporary  Commission,  and 
the  only  practical  step  in  this  Bill  was 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Commission, 
and  its  objects  and  powers  were  set  out 
in  practically  the  words  of  the  Vice- 
regal Commission's  Report.  That  Report, 
which  had  been  so  universally  praised, 
stated  that  nothing  practical  could 
ever  be  done  until  a  temporary 
Commission  had  been  appointed,  hell 
local  inquiries,  and  prepared  schemes 
Whether  there  was  going  to  be  legis- 
lation this  year  or  next  or  in  any 
succeeding  year  it  was  perfectly  obvious 
that  that  House  could  never  pas^  a  cast 
iron  scheme  or  rules  and  regulations  foi 
schemes  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  which 
would  apply  to  the  varjdng  circumstances 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  It  was 
perfectly  obvious  therefore,  to  any  man 
of  experience  in  the  ordinary  working  of 
things,  that  if  these  reforms  were  ever  to 
be  brought  into  force  it  would  only  be  by 
a  local  system  ui(^^^^^i^^5;o^|i^on 
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could  go  through  the  country,  hold 
inquiries,  and  prepare  schemes  adapted  to 
local  needs  and  approved  by  local  agree- 
ment. It  being  the  beginning  and  end, 
the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  Report, 
that  a  temporary  Commission  should  be 
appointed,  and  that  being  the  practical 
thing  in  this  Bill,  he  thought  when  that 
was  refused  they  i^otild  understand 
on  whose  heads  the  nsponsibility  lay 
and  from  whom  the"}  objection  came. 
They  had  heard  a  good  many  professions 
of  sympathy  for  the  Bill,  and  at  the 
same  time  they  found  a  Member  of  the 
Party  opposite  trying  to  count  out  the 
House.  That  was  a  typical  example  of 
Liberal  sympathy  with  Irish  reform. 
The  objection  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  was  that 
no  member  of  the  Commission  was  to  be 
poptilarly  elected.  There  would  have 
been  no  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
promoters  in  meeting  that  objection. 
That  was  much  too  small  a  peg  upon 
which  to  hang  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  simply  proposing  to  carry  out 
the  most  practical  recommendation  of  the 
Viceregal  Commission.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  did  not  want  the  Bill 
because  it  came  from  the  Unionist 
Benches. 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  No,  no. 

Mb.  MOORE  said  the  only  objection 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  raised  to 
the  Bill  was  on  account  of  the  expense. 
He  did  not  think  the  Chief  Secretary 
ought  to  raise  that  objection  at  a  time 
when  he  was  increasing  the  Irish  Esti- 
mates by  £85,000  and  was  going  to 
spend  another  £200,000  on  University 
education  in  Ireland.  The  objection 
taken  by  the  Chief  Secretary  was  that 
the  expenditure  under  the  Bill  would 
be  enormous,  and  that  it  would  be 
useless.  It  was  true  that  the  period 
fixed  for  the  Act  to  remain  in  opera- 
tion was  five  years,  but  they  would  in 
most  cases  be  able  to  find  out  in  twelve 
months  whether  local  agreementwas  likely 


to  be  brought  about.  They  might  appoint 
the  Commission  for  one  year  instead  of 
five,  and  that  might  be  a  perfectly  reason- 
able Amendment  to  make.  As  to  the 

objection  that  it  was  going  to  be  enor- 
mously expensive,  he  woidd  point  out 
that  two  out  of  the  five  Commissioners 
would  not  receive  any  remuneration  at 
all.  He  presumed  that  one  member  of 
the  Commission  would  be  an.  experienced 
Civil  servant  representing  the  Local 
Oovemment  Board,  and  that  would 
leave  two  members  for  one  year  to  be 
paid.  If  they  paid  two  members  of  the 
Commission  £600  a  year  each,  £500  to  a 
secretary  and  allowed  £1,000  for  ex- 
penses, that  would  amount  to  £2,700. 
At  any  rate,  £3,000  would  be  ample,  and 
that  was  the  enormous  sum  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  stated  would  prevmt 
the  Government  giving  effect  to  the 
Bill  with  the  object  of  which  they  pro- 
fessed to  sympathise.  That  was  a  shabby 
excuse — a  flimsy  excuse  to  make  for  re- 
jecting it,  although  it  Wds  on  all  fours, 
and  practically  word  for  word,  with  the 
Report  of  the  Viceregal  Commission.  By 
reason  of  the  attitude  of  the  Oovemment 
they  could  not  get  any  farther  with  the 
Bill.  Disappointed  people  would  stiU  see 
infirm  old  paupers  herded  with  an 
undesirable  class,  mothers  of  illegitimate 
children  were  still  to  be  allowed  to 
contaminate  the  virtuous  in  the  same 
institution,  and  aU  the  evils  about 
which  all  those  acquainted  with  the 
social  system  of  Ireland  were  crying  ont 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on  because 
this  Bill  was  introduced  from  the  Unionist 
Benches,  and  because  the  Government 
would  not  risk  a  sum  of  £3,000  to  carry 
out  what  every  thinking  man  in  Ireland 
desired.  They  on  the  Unionist  Benches 
had  not  been  fairly  treated.  It  was 
one  of  the  many  instances  in  whioh 
the  Government  had  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to  an  Irish  demand. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  35  ;  Noes, 
89.    (Division  List  No.  71.) 


Anstruthor-Gray,  Major 
A  rkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Aubrey-FIelcher,Bt.Hu.  Sir^E. 

Jfr.  Moon. 


Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George  1  Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Barrie.H.  T.  (Londonderry.  K   I  Bowles,  O.  Stewart 
'  Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase  |  PW6i^,''S&anib1  ^ 
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Coroner^ 


Cochnuie,  ^n.  Thos.  H-A.  S . 

Corbett,C  H  (Suaaox.E.Grinst'd 
Craig.Charles  Curtis  ( Antri'm.S. 
CraigiCaptain  James(Down,E.) 
Doaglaa.Rt-Hon.A.  Akers- 
Fetherstonhaiigh,  Godfrey 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Gretton,  John 
Helnuiley,  Visooimt 
Hani,  Rowland 


{S  April  1908} 

Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  SVederiok  Wm. 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dablin.S 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

MaoCaw,  William  J.  MaoGeagh 

M'Calmont,  Coloael  James 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Moore,  William 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
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Remnant,  James  Farqubarson 
Benton,  Major  Leslie 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Williams.  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Younger,  Georg9 

Tellebs  roB  THE  Ayes — Sir 
Alexander  Aoland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


Ashton,  Thomas  Oair 

Baring,C!odfrey(l8leofWtj^t) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnes.  G.  N. 

Barry,  RedmDndJ.(Tyrone,N. ) 
Bennett,  E.  N. 

Betbell,SirJH.(GHsex,RDmf'rd 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brigg,  John 
Brooklehozst,  W.  B. 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon,  John 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Oomm,  H.  W. 
CauBton,Rt.Hn  RiohardKnigbt 
Channing,  Sir  Ftanois  Allston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Collins,  Steptwn  (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras.W 
DobsoD,  Thomas  W. 
Sonoao,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Foster,  Rt.  H<m.  Sir  Walter 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Oruit,  Corrie 
Hart-Davtee,  T. 
Higbam,  John  Sbarp  | 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  W. 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 


NOES. 

Hudson,  Walter 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (CamarTonsfaire 
Kekewioh,  Sir  George 
Kelley.  George  D. 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lough,  Thomas 
Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'gbs 
Hacnamara,Dr.  Thomas  J 
Mallet,  Charles  E, 
Massie,  J. 

Maaterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson,  Charles  N.(Donoa9t'r 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Porks,  Robert  William 

Price,  C.  E.(Edinb'Kh,  Central) 

Price,  Robert  John  (Norfolk,  E. 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  F**rbert  K. 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robson,  Sir  WUtiam  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 


Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Waiter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveluid 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Saott,A.H.  (Ashton  under  Lyne 
Shaw.  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stewart,  Haltcy  (Greenock 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell.  T. 
TeDnant,SirEdward(SaliBbnry 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Wa8on,Rt.HnE(Claa  kmannkn 
Wa3on,Jolm  Cathoart  (Orkney 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tellbbs  fob  thb  Noes — ^Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis. 


OORONERS*  INQUESTS  BILL. 
Older  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  high  am  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Sowerby)  in  moving  the  Second  Beading 
said  that  the  object  o£  the  Bill  was  a  very 
simple  one.  The  present  state  of  tli^ 
law  was  that  the  ju^  must  view  the  body, 
however  repulsive  it  might  be  or  [how- 
ever great  the  danger  from  infection. 
The  essence  of  the  Bill  was  that  the 
viewing  should  not  be  compulsory  as 
provided  by  the  Act  of  1887,  but  optional 
at  the  discretion  of  the  coroner.  There 
might  be  oases  in  which  the  viewii^  of 
the  body  was  essential,  bat  the  experience 
of  a  good  many  years  and  the  opinion 
of  many  coroners  was  favourable  to 
such  an  alteration  in  the  law  as  was 
{oreshadowed   by   th^    Bill.    He  had 


known  cases  where  infections  diseases 
had  been  transmitted  through  the  act 
of  viewing  a  body.  In  many  cases 
the  viewing  of  the  body  under  the 
present  law  was  a  mere  pretence,  for 
they  kept  as  far  away  from  the  body 
as  they  possibly  could,  and  that  was 
a  breach  of  the  oath  they  took.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  quite  in  harmony 
with  the  whole  tendency  of  modern 
times,  because  the  compulsory  viewing 
of  a  body  was  almost  on  a  level  with 
the  idea  of  public  executions  and  other 
barbarous  methods  in  vogue  centuries 
ago.  With  t^e .  option  given  to  the 
coroner  to  av(nd  possibilities  of  going 
wrong,  and  other  safeguards,  he  thought 
the  House  might  safely  and  advantage- 
ously pass  the  Bill  which-Jie  had.  now 
the  honour  of  moyingiby  vjOOgIC 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Higham.) 

•Ke-LUKE  white  (Yorkshire.  E.B.. 
Buckrose)  said  the  Bill  had  been  before 
Parliament  for  several  years.  In  1897 
a  Committee  of  the  House  reported  in 
favour  of  doing  away  with  the  com- 
pulsory viewing  of  bodies  by  coroners' 
juries.  His  experience  as  a  coroner  had 
induced  him  to  introduce  the  Bill  two 
years  ago.  Three-fourths  of  the  coroners 
in  the  country  were  in  favour  of  the  BilL 
The  measure  did  not  do  away  with  the 
viewing  of  the  body  in  cases  where  the 
coroner  or  a  majority  of  the  jury  con- 
sidered that  a  view  was  necessary.  He 
had  received  a  great  many  letters  from 
coroners,  doctors,  and  jurymen,  and,  so 
far  as  he  could  gather,  opinion  throughout 
tho  country  was  almost  unanimous  in 
favour  of  passing  the  Bill.  He  could  give 
instances  which  would  assure  the  House 
that  it  was  cruel  to  compel  jurymen 
to  view  bodies.  None  could  speak  better 
regarding  the  measure  than  the  members 
of  the  Labour  Party.  He  had  had  com- 
munications from  a  great  number  of 
trade  unions  in  districts  where  frightful 
catastrophes  had  taken  place,  and  where 
jurymen  were  obliged  to  examine  bodies 
in  conditions  under  which  tiie  duty  ought 
not  to  be  imposed  upon  them.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  had  listened  to  the  two  hon. 
Members  who  had  spoken  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  in  the  hope  that  he  should  hear  some 
valid  ai^uments  in  iti  support,  but 
the  only  argument  which  they  had 
brought  forward  was  that  coroners* 
juries  should  not  be  compelled  to  perform 
the  disagreeable  duty  of  viewing  bodies^ 
He  was  not  surprised  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing should  advance  that  argument, 
but  he  was  xathei  suipiised  to  hear  it 


from  the  hon.  Member  for  Buckrose 
Division,  who  was  himself  a  coxooer. 
It  was  not,  he  contended,  a  valid  reason 
for  asking  the  House  to  pass  tbe  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  to  say  that  it  was 
disagreeable  for  the  jury  to  perform  their 
duties.  There  were  many  duties  cast 
upon  men  in  this  coimtry,  and  in  all 
countries,  which  were  disagreeable,  but 
which  they  had  to  carry  out.  One  of 
the  conditions  of  having  the  franchise 
was  that  the  electors  had  to  act  as  jury- 
men. Hon.  Gentlemen  below  tbe  gang- 
way were  always  insisting  that  everybody 
ought  to  have  the  franchise,  and  yet, 
while  people  exercised  the  privileges  of 
the  franchise,  there  was  an  objection 
on  the  part  of  some  to  disch  rga  the 
disagreeable  duties  connected  with.it.  No 
doubt  it  was  disagreeable  for  coroners* 
juries  to  view  boaies,  but  it  did  not  at  all 
follow  that  they  ought  to  shirk  that 
which  was  disagreeable.  He  had  always 
understood  that  the  more  dis^reeable  a 
thing  was  the  more  willing  a  person  should 
be  to  carry  it  out,  if,  by  so  doing,  he  was 
assisting  the  welfare  of  the  country.  He 
had  a  letter  from  a  coroner  telling  him 
that  it  would  be  a  very  great  obstacle 
to  the  detection  of  crime  if  the  com- 
pulsory viewing  of  the  body  by  the 
coroner^s  jury  was  abandoned.  He  him- 
self did  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  say 
whether  that  statement  was  well  founded 
or  not,  but  it  had  been  sent  to  him 
unsolicited.  It  seemed  to  him  to  have 
some  probability  of  being  correct.  He 
was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time  the  law 
was  passed,  and  he  did  not  know  what  the 
object  was,  but  he  presumed  that  the 
object  was  ^h&t  there  should  be 
additional  means  placed  before  the 
jury  for  determining  whether  or 
not  a  crime  had  been  committed.  The 
viewing  of  the  body  went  a  long  way  in 
that  direction.  The  hon.  Ifember  for 
the  Buckrose  Division  sairt  that  the  Bill, 
supposing  it  became  law,  would  not 
prevent  the  coroner  from  insisting  upon 
the  jury  viewing  the  body  if  he  thought 
it  necessary  that  .they  ahonl^vd^ao.  £Bs 
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answer  to  that  was  that  there  would  be 
cast  upon  the  coroner  a  very  unpleasant 
and  invidious  duty. 

♦Mr.  LUKE  WHITE:  Or  a  majority 
of  the  jury. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  a  majority 
of  the  jiury  could  demand  to  view  the 
body,  but  the  Bill  provided  that  they  could 
only  do  bo  "  at  the  first  sitting  of  the 
inquest."  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  in  many  of  the  cases  where 
an  inquest  was  held,  the  real  facts  as  to 
the  cause  of  death  were  not  disclosed 
until  the  second  or  third  sittii^. 

*Mb.  LUKE  WHITE  said  a  body 
could  not  be  interred  without  a  burial 

certificate. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  hon. 
Member  was  well  aware  that  there  had 
been  many  cases  in  which  burial  certi- 
ficates were  given,  and,  later  on,  when 
the  bodies  were  disinterred,  it  was 
found  that  the  burial  certificates  were 
abaolutely  incorrect.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber founded  his  case  on  the  burial  certi- 
ficates, why  have  any  inquest  at  all  ? 
The  coroner  could  insist  on  the  jury 
viewing  the  body,  according  to  Clause  1 
of  the  Bill.  If  the  jury  considered  it 
unnecessary  that  they  should  view  the 
body,  there  might  be  a  wrangle  between 
the  jury  and  the  coroner  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  body  should  be  viewed. 
He  believed  he  was  correct  in  saying  that 
there  had  been  on  many  occasions  un- 
seemly wrangles  between  coroners  and 
juries. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present. 

*tfR.  SPEAKER :  The  recent  division 
has  shown  that  considerably  more  than 
forty  Members  are  in  attendance. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  jury  in  the 
case  he  had  supposed  would  go  to  view 
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the  body,  not  with  the  idea  of  giving 
a  proper  verdict  on  the  question,  but 
with  their  minds  rankling  because 
the  coroner  had  forced  them  to  do  some- 
thing which  was  in  their  opinion  un- 
necessary. The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Second  Reading  had  referred 
to  cases  in  which  jurymen  had  deliber- 
ately made  excuses  for  not  going  on  a 
jury.  The  fact  that  jurymen  did  not  like 
to  go  throi^  the  disagreeable  duty 
of  viewing  the  body  was  not  a  valid 
reason  for  not  serving  on  a  jury.  He 
was  sorry  the  Bill  had  come  on  now, 
for  he  thought  it  cast  a  lurid  light  on  the 
motives  which  .actuated  juries.  Of  late 
he  had  not  had  that  confidence  in  juries 
which  Englishmen  were  supposed  to  have, 
and,  if  the  statements  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  made  were  correct,  he 
would  have  no  confidence  in  them  at  all. 
He  would  hesitate  to  introduce  any 
change  in  the  law  which  would  cast 
doubt  on  the  integrity  of  juries,  and  on 
their  determination  to  do  their  duty, 
however  disagreeable  the  duty  might  be. 
He  did  not  see  the  object  of  the  Bill  unless 
the  promoters,  while  wishing  to  abolish 
the  viewing  of  the  body  altogether, 
did  not  like  to  go  so  far  as  to  say  so. 
The  Bill  might  not  appear  to  have  that 
object,  but  that  would  be  the  ultimate 
effect.  It  was  evident  from  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bnckrose  division  had 
said  that  he  would  not  ask  a  jury  to  view 
a  body  unless  he  had  grave  suspicion  that 
serious  foul  play  had  occurred.  It  might 
be  very  difficult  for  the  hon.  Member  to 
form  an  opinion  as  to  how  death  came 
about  until  he  had  heard  all  the  evidence, 
and  it  might  be  then  too  late  to  view 
the  body.  Inquests  were  often  pro- 
tracted, and  he  would  like  to  know  what 
advantage  a  jury  would  gain  by  viewing 
a  body  four  weeks  after  death  when  in  all 
probability  marks  of  foul  play  would 
have  disappeared  owing  to  the  process  of 
decomposition.  All  that  showed  the 
disadvantage  of  legislation  by  private 
Members  on  a  Friday  afternoon  when,  as 
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124  Sfemben  in  the  House.  '  He  onght  to 
faave  added  Mr.  Speaker,  who  uafor- 
tonately  was  debarred  from  taldng  part 
in  the  debates.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  Mr.  Speaker  would  have  been 
on  Mb  side  if  he  had  been  able  to  tdce 
part  in  the  debate.  There  were  645 
Members  of  the  House  who  did  not  in  the 
least  know  what  was  going  on.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  That  is  their  fault.]  Yes, 
that  was  their  fault.  He  would  point 
out  tixat  of  the  500  Members  of  the 
Grovernment  and  their  supportera  only 
eighty  -  nine  had  attended  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  measure  which  had  for 
its  object  the  amendment  of  the 
system  of  Poor  Law  administration  in 
L%land,  and  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  in  r^rd  to  coroners'  inquests, 
which  after  all  affected  the  great  body 
of  the  working  classes.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway  had  better  not  call 
attention  to  the  lax  manner  in  which 
the  followers  of  the  Government 
were  'performing  their  duty.  To  sum 
up,  his  objections  to  the  Bill  were,  first, 
that  investigations  into  crime  might 
possibly  be  prevented ;  secondly,  that 
if  the  coroner  endeavoured  to  force  the 
jury  to  view  the  body  imder  this  Bill,  he 
would  have  an  extremely  difficult  duty  to 
perform,  because  the  jurymen  would 
consider  that  they  had  been  forced  by 
the  coroner  to  do  something  which  they 
were  not  bound  to  do ;  and  thirdly,  that 
anything  which  would  relieve  people 
from  the  discharge  of  a  disagreeable 
duty,  simply  because  it  was  disagreeable, 
ought  not  to  be  allowed.  The  tendency  of 
modem  times  was  to  do  nothing  that 
was  unpleasant ;  to  take  no  trouble  to 
do  anything ;  to  put  all  responsibility 
on  other  people's  shoulders;  to  work 
only  eight,  six,  or  eiren  less  hours, 
whereas  the  tendency  in  the  old  days 
was  for  a  man  to  do  work  to  the 
utmost  of  his  capacity.  That  was 
what  ought  to  be  the  spirit  nowadays, 
and  he  regretted  that  the  old  energy 
once  characteristic  of  the  English  race 
had  departed,  and  tiuit  the  old  ideal 
^^SirF,  Banbury. 
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"  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findetii  to  do,  do 
it  with  all  thy  might,"  was  now  sup- 
planted by:  "Do  as  little  as  you 
possibly  can."  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  hoped  the  BiU  would  not  have 
a  Second  Beading. 

♦The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  York- 
shire, Cleveland)  said  that  the  hon. 
Baronet's  argument  seemed  to  amount 
to  this,  that  so  long  as  a  task  was  dis- 
agreeable it  ought  to  be  imposed  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  national  character, 
and,  further,  that  crime  might  not  be 
detected  unless  the  body  was  viewed 
by  the  coroner  and  his  jury. 

Sib  F.  BANBURY -said  that  what 

he  had  stated  was  that  be  had  received 
a  letter,  quite  unsolicited  by  him,  from 
a  coroner  who  gave  utterance  to  the 

opinion  that  crime  would  not  sometimes 
be  detected  imless  the  body  was  viewed. 

*Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  said  that  the 
cases  in  which  the  crimes  were  detected 
by  viewing  the  body  by  the  jury  must 
be  excessively  rare.   He  had  gathered 
from  the  more  eloquent  passages  in  the  j 
speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  that  in  lus 
opinion  the  discharges  of  a  disagreeable  • 
duty  tended  to  the  virility  of  our  national 
character.    Be  that  as  it  might,  there  j 
was  undoubtedly  a  very  strong  body  of  i 
public  opinion  in  support  of  this  BiU. 
The  duty  of  viewing  the  body  at  an 
inquest  was  a  very  disagreeable  one, 
and  at  times  it  might  become  f&r  more 
than  disagreeable — enseedingly  painful  in 
particular  cases.   Moreover,  there  was 
a  certain  risk  of  infection,  rare  he  ad- 
mitted, in  viewing  the  body  in  cases 
where  death  had  been  camed  by  in- 
fectious disease.   Another  drawback  to  i 
the  existing  system  which,  though-ili^^i^^^  I 
should  not  be  left  out  of  account,  was  tha^^** 
it  frequently  entailed  on  busy  men  lilce 
coroners  and  members  of  juries  a  very- 
considerable  and  quite  m^i^^^^^aste 
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time.    The  places  where  the  inquests 
vere   held  were   often  in  a  different 
localitj   from    those    in   which  the 
bodies    were     lying.     An  adjourn- 
ment therefore  had  to  be  made  from 
the  court-house  to  the  mortuary,  and 
the  amount  of  time  occupied  by  the 
coroner  and  jury  over  an  inquest  might 
be  doubled  or  trebled.   Again,  where 
large  juries  had  to  be  broi^ht  tc^ether, 
burials  in  some  cases  might  have  to  be 
d^yed  owing  to  the  custom  of  viewing 
t]»  body,  and  that  might  be  a  very  great 
disadvantage  and  even  prove  to  be  a 
pabUc  danger.   For  all  these  reasons  there 
was  undoubtedly  a  strong  case  to  be 
made  for  the  Bill.    On  the  other  hand, 
there  was  not  in  his  view,  any  power- 
ful ai^ument  to  be  advanced  against 
it.   The  chief  objection  to  the  proposed 
change  was  that  the  present  system 
did  make  the  juries  take  a  serions  view 
of  their  functions,  or  at  any  rate  it  tended 
to  do  so.   (jKxfsiMs^  juries,  it  was  true, 
were  sometimes  inclined  to  regard  their 
duties  too  lightly,  and  that  tendency 
was   counteracted  by  the  somewhat 
solemn  ceremony  of  viewing  the  body. 
But,  apart  from  that,  there  was  very 
tittle  to  be  said  against  the  change. 
The  aigument  had  been  advanced  that 
it  was  an  ancient  custom  and  ot^ht  not 
to  be  lightly  abolished.    The  office  of 
coroner  was  indeed  one  of  the  mcrat 
ancient  in  the  State;  its  origin  was 
lost   in  the  mists  of  antiquity.  The 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  said  tiiat  he  was 
not  in  the  House  when  the  law  estab- 
lishii^    this  practice   of  viewing  the 
body  by  the  coroner's  jury  was  passed. 
That  was  very  tine,  for  it  dated  probably 
from  before  the  Norman  Kings,  sometime 
between  the  reign  of  Alfred  the  Great, 
and  William  the  Conqueror;    and  the 
hon.  Baronet,  though  an  old  Member  of 
the  House,  was  not  quite  so  old  as  that- 
The  purpose  for  which  tiie  custom  was 
(aig^nally  established  was  that  the  neigh- 
bours might  be  called  together  to  identify 
tike  body  of  a  person  who  had  died. 
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the  jury  being  regarded  as  the  repre* 
sentative  men  of  the  neighbouriiood. 
Further,  in  those  simple  days  the  average 
man  was  as  well  able  to  declare  what 
was  the  cause  of  death  as  anyone  else. 
Both  of  those  functions  w^  obsolete 
and  useless  now,  because  the  cases  in 
which  the  juries  were  acquainted  with 
the  person  whose  body  they  were  called 
upon^to  view  were  vwy  rare;  and  in  these 
days  no  jury  would  venture,  merely 
from  their  own  observation  fcom 
viewing  the  body,  to  say  what  was 
the  cause  of  death.  He  found  that  the 
Coroners'  Society  was  in  the  main  in 
favour  of  this  change,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckrose,  who  had  been  a 
coroner  himself,  and  than  whom  no  one 
was  better  entitled  to  express  an  opinion, 
shared  that  view,  and  supported  the 
Bill.  For  all  these  reasons  the  Qovem- 
ment  saw  no  objection  to  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill,  and  carrying  it  a 
stage  further  by  sending  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee upstairs  for  further  consideration. 
The  proposed  exemption  of  the  coroner 
as  well  as  of  the  jury  from  the 
duty  of  viewing  the  body  was  a  matter 
which  should  be  very  carefully  examined 
in  Committee  before  Parliament  was 
asked  to  accede  to  it.  Then  it  was  said 
that  a  majority  of  the  jory  should  have 
the  right  of  demanding  that  the  body 
should  be  viewed ;  whether  that  right 
should  not  be  conferred  on  a  smaller 
proportion  would  require  to  be  con- 
sidered. In  dealing  with  this  matter 
they  were  touching  one  aspect  of  a 
somewhat  complicated  body  of  law 
His  right  hon.  Mend  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  long  since  had  his  attention 
called  to  the  working  of  the  law  relating 
to  coroners'  inquests  and  the  possibility 
of  its  amendment  in  many  directions, 
and  he  had  had  under  consideration 
the  advisability  of  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  various  matters — 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  have  so 
many  jurors  as  twelve,  the  methods  by 
which  the  juries  wepo^naw^omi^Ded, 
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whether  uimecesBary  izLCOnvenience  was 
sometimes  caused  under  ensting  arrange- 
ments, whether  in  some  cases  juries 
might  not  be  dispensed  with  altogether, 
whether  the  discretion  of  coroners  as  to 
holding  inquests  might  be  enhurged  beyond 
what  the  law  now  allowed,  how  coroners* 
salaries  were  paid — in  boroughs  they 
were  paid  by  fees  and  in  counties  by 
salaries— and  which  was  the  best  method 
in  the  interests  of  the  administration  of 
the  law.  All  these  were  matters .  which 
demanded  inquiry.  But  perhaps  more 
important  than  all  was  the  suggestion 
that  coroners  should  be  empowered  to 
hold  inqnestS}  not  only  in  cases  of  death, 
but  also  in  cases  of  fires  which  did 
not  result  in  death.  That  sugges- 
tion had  been  urged  on  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corporations,  and  the  Association  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce.  In  the  City 
of  l40udon  there  was  at  the  present  time 
an  Act  in  operation  which  permittod  the 
City  coroner  to  hold  investigations  on 
hia  own  initiative  or  when  rapueated  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  or  certain  other  person- 
ages ;  and  many  inquests  had  been  held, 
the  causes  of  fire  had  been  discovered, 
and  valuable  suggestions  made  for  the 
better  protection  of  property.  It  was  a 
question  for  consideiation  whether  the 
coroner  was  the  right  person  to  under- 
take such  inquiries,  or  whether  it 
should  be  some  other  official,  and 
whether  a  jury  should  sit  with  him,  or 
expert  assessors.  These  and  other  ques- 
tions of  detail  called  for  investigation  and 
settlement.  Therefore,  though  there 
was  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  this  Bill  passing  into 
law,  perhaps  in  a  modified  fozm,  if  it 
failed  to  do  so  the  subject  would  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  but  would  form  a  subject 
of  confflderation  ioi  the  Committee  to 
which  he  had  referred. 

>  *SiR  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Hkeston)  said  that  twenty  yeaia  ago 
he  hid  introduced  a  somewhat  similar 
Bill,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  clearly 
Mr.  Herbert  Samiui. 


in  the  interest  of  the  juries,  of  the  coronersi 
and  of  the  public  at  large  that  this 
measure  should  receive  a  Second  Beading 
and  go  to  a  Committee  upstairs 
for  detailed  consideration.  The  duties 
of  coroners*  jury  were  numerous  and 
onerous,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  do  its  utmost  to  lighten  those 
duties  in  a  way  which  would  not  conduce 
to  public  injury.  From  a  long  experience 
of  coroners'  courts  and  juries  he  had 
felt  the  very  serious  inconvenience  and 
trouble  to  which  juries  were  put  in 
attendii^  inquests  and  viewing  bodies. 
In  all  cases  the  duties  were  troublesome 
and  disagreeable,  and  in  many  instances 
loathesome.  He  thought  that  tha  hon. 
Baronet  had  taken  a  far  too  narrow 
view  of  the  question,  and  he  was  afraid 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  had  never  attended 
a  coroner's  court,  or  acted  as  a 
juryman.  If  he  had,  he  would  have 
had  a  better  idea  of  the  difficulties 
which  arose  than  was  indicated  by  the 
speech  which  he  had  made.  There 
were  three  grounds  on  which  he  thought 
this  Bill  should  pass  into  law.  In  the 
first  place,  the  duty  of  viewing  the 
body  was  a  disagreeable  task  to  impose 
in  all  c&aei  on  men  who  were  giving 
their  time  and  money  in  order  to  perform 
a  public  service ;  and  if  they  could  make 
that  service  leas  objectionable  *^he  House 
was  bound  to  do  so.  In  the  second 
place,  it  exposed  these  men  to  possible 
infection,  and  that  was  by  no  means 
such  a  small  danger  as  hid  been  repre- 
sented by  some  of  the  speakers.  And 
in  the  third  place,  the  duty  of  viewing 
the  body  was  an  exceedingly  painfn^ 
one,  from  which  the  jurors  might  well 
be  spared,  especially  in  oases  of  acddents 
in  mines  and  factories,  when  the 
mutilated  body  of  a  comrade  had  to  be 
viewed.  The  Bill  which  he  brought  in 
in  1888  had  then  the  support  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  coroners  of  the 
country,  and  when  a  body  of  men  like 
these  came  to  the  House  with  a  request 
for  a  change  in  the  law  they  ought  to 
recognise  that  ^heir  .opinion^  worthy 
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of  attention  and  respeot.  When  three- 
loarths  of  the  coroners  of  the  country 
oame  to  the  House  with  a  suggestion  of 
that  kind,  as  in  the  case  of  the  present 
BU],  they  ought  to  considei  it.  When  the 
Bin  went  into  the  Committee  it  could  be 
improved,  and  he  thou^t  the  responu- 
bilitj  diould  still  remain  with  the  coroner 
to  view  the  body  upon  which  he  was  to 
hold  the  inquiry.  The  jury,  however, 
stood  in  quite  a  different  position.  He 
did  not  think  the  House  ought  to  post- 
pone this  useful  Bill  which  so  many  of 
tiie  coroners  of  the  country  supported. 

Viscount   HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire. 
N.B.,  Thirsk)  said  the  House  had  had  the 
ad^mtage  of  hearing  three  speeches 
in&Tour  of  the  Bill,  including  that  of  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.   But  those  speeches  con- 
tained only  the  one  argument  that  the 
viewing  of  the  body  was  a  disagreeable  and 
painful  duty.  The  Under-Secretary  it  was 
true  had  advanced  the  argument  that  view, 
ing  the  body  might  expose  the  jurymen 
to  the  risk  of  infection,  but  those  cases 
surely  must  be  very  few  and  far  between, 
because  in  the  majority  of  cases  where 
'death,  ensued  from  infisctious  diseases 
there  was  no  coroner's  inquest,  and 
burial  took  place  upon  a  medical  certifi 
cate.    Even  if  that  were  not  so,  it  would 
be  easy  to  take  precautions  against 
infection.    It   was    quite   possible  to 
Arrange  that  such  a  body  should  be 
viewed    through  glass    or  in  some 
other   manner   by   means   of  which 
there  would  be  prevented  any  exposure 
to   infection.    That  it  was  a  painful 
ad  disagreeable  duty  to  jurymen  no 
^«ne  would  deny,  nevertheless  he  agreed 
ith  the  hon.   Baronet  and  did  not 
k  the  argiunent  was  sufficient  to 
13  away  with  such  an  ancient  custom, 
WVOL  CLXXXVn.  [Fourth  Sekibs.] 
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and  if  that  was  the  only  argument  in 
its  favour  he  should  vote  against 
the  Bill.  The  Under-Secretary  having 
mentioned  that  argument  in  its  favour 
proceeded  to  mention  others  which 
were  stronger  in  opposition  to  the 
BilL  It  was  surprising  that  after 
he  had  mentioned  those  he  did  not 
conclude  by  saying  the  Qovernment 
could  not  support  the  Bill,  and 
asking  the  House  to  vote  against 
the  Second  Beading.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man pointed  out  t^at  the  duty  gave 
the  jury  a  serious  view  of  their  functions, 
and  that  taken  alone  was  a  very  strong 
a^nment  against  the  Bill.  It  was 
most  important  that  jurors,  upon  whose 
verdict  depended  perhaps  the  discovery 
of  a  criminal,  should  have  the  importance 
of  their  functions  impressed  upon  them. 
If  the  viewing  of  a  body  had  that  efEect 
it  was  an  exceedingly  important  part  of 
the  coroner's  inquest.  But  there  might 
be  in  this  very  ancient  law  a  sounder 
reason  for  its  continuance.  The  Under- 
Secretary  had  said  it  was  not  necessary 
for  die  purposes  of  identification ;  that 
no  jury  nowadays  could  identify  the 
body,  that  others  identified  the  body 
and  no  jury  could  say  what  the 
cause  of  death  was.  But  the  object 
of  the  law  originally  was  to  make  quite 
certain  that  there  was  a  body  of  a 
person  whose  death  it  was  necessary  to 
investigate.  Everyone  knew  that  there 
were  cases  of  conspiracy  to  be  con- 
ludered.  Supposing  a  man  desired 
that  it  should  be  believed  that  he  was 
dead  when  in  fact  he  was  not,  and  that  he 
could  get  a  sufficient  number  of  corrupt 
people  to  aid  him  in  his  object,  if  the 
viewing  of  the  body  were  done  away 
with  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
carrying  out  his  purpose.  The  viewing 
of  the  body  being  done  qwt^  ,vit^^he 
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thing  wonld  become  very  easy.  It  which  were  of  some  importance.  If  the 
was  not  a  case  that  would  often  occur,  suggestion  that  the  Bill  should  he 
bat  that  it  might  occur  evezybody  amended  in  such  a  way  that  the  coroner 
knew  from  what  had  taken  place  in  a  ^oold  alwaya  be  compelled  to  view  the 
lecmt  case.  He  did  not  suggest  that  the  body  were  acted  apon  a  great  part  of 
jury  would  not  beaboTesuspicitm.  Itwas  his  objection  would  disappear,  and  had 
for  that  reason  that  he  denied  that  they  the  Bill  been  introduced  in  tiiat  &shion 
shonld  continue  to  view  the  body.  He  he  wonld  periiaps  not  have  been,  pre- 
wished  to  prevent  a  corrupt  witness  pared  to  oppoBe  it. 
coming  forward  and  saying  he  had 

drawn  the  dead  man  ont  of  the  water,  *Mb.  C.  BUNCAK  (Barrow-in-Furness) 
for  instance,  and  others  sajdng  they  said  he  had  himself  had  some  experience 
had  seen  the  body.  That  might  have  |  on  inquests,  and  although  the  Houst: 
been  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  view-  _  had  been  told  that  the  \iewing  of  the 
ing  of  the  body  was  imposed  upon  the  body  induced  jurymen  to  take  a  serious 
jury  and  why   it  was   retained  upon  |  view    of    the    inquest,    so    far  as 


the  Statute-book  when  the  Coroners' 
Acts  were  consolidated  in  1877.  The 


his  experience  went  there  never 
was   any  flippancy  displayed   by  the 


Under-Secretary  of  State  had  given  i  people  empannelled  upon  the  juzies, 
a  stronger  reason  still  against  the  present  or  any  suggestion  that  they  were  not 


Bill  being  passed.  He  had  said  there 
were  many  pdnts  in  Coroners'  Acts 
that  needed  amendment  —  that  the 
whole  question  needed  a  Committee  of 
inquiry  in  order  to  see  in  what 
Way  they  could  be  best  amended. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  see  the  object 
of  passing  this  measure,  which  would 
only  deal  with  a  fraction  of  the  ques- 
tion, when  very  shortly,  as  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  had  said,  the  whole 
question  would  have  to  come  up  for 
review.  Of  course,  if  the  Bill  was  to 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  no  possible  harm  could  result 
from  its  being  read  a  second  time. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  upstairs,  then  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  great  waste  of 
time  to  send  to  a  Committee  a  Bill  which 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  was 
not  very  desirable,  especially  when  the 
Oommittees  had  plenty  of  work  to  do 
in  examining  and  discussing  other  matters 
Viscount  Helmieif, 


hhelj  to  tal«  as  serious   a   view  of 
their  functions  as  any  Member  of  the 
House.   He  thought  the  Bill  was  an 
extremely  modest  one  and  had  a  ver}' 
reasonable  object.    Some  of  the  duties 
which  felt  upon  those  who  sat  upon 
juries  were  of  an  extremely  loathsome 
character.    The   case   quoted   by  the 
hon.    Baronet    where    at     the  first 
meeting  of  the  jury  one  juror  was  taken 
so  ill  th^t  the  body  could  not  be  viewed 
for  some  weeks  was  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  in    favour    of    the  Bill. 
Accidents  also   happened.  Supposing 
an    accident    happened    in    a  mine 
and  a  large  number  of  men  were  killed. 
In  such  places  the  community  was  a 
very  small  one,  and  it  seemed  to  be  a 
pitiful  thing  to  compel  a  jury  sitting  on  an 
inquest  of  such  a  kind  tj  look  at  the 
bodies,  very  often  of  their  friends,  torn , 
burnt,  and  riven  in  all  directions.  Then 
let  them  take  the  case  of  a  man  who  had 
been  drowned. 
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case  where  the  body  had  been  in  the 
water  three  months.  Could  anything  be 
more  loathsome  than  to  compel  a  jury  by 
law  to  view  a  body  of  that  kind  which 
had  been  bloated  and  swollen  to  three 
times  it«  natural  size  ?  Hon.  Members 
who  had  opposed  the  Bill  had  had  no 
experience  of  these  things,  and  therefore 
should  be  the  last  to  oppose  such  a 
measuie.  If  they  had  had  his  experience 
they  would  liave  been  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.   The  hon.  Baronet  had  told 
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the  House  that  hon.  Members  bebw 
the  gingway  would  be  unable  to  reply 
to  his  argument:  there  might  be  some 
truth  in  that,  for  he  did  not  think  anyone 
would  be  able  to  reply  to  him  until  votes 
were  granted  to  women  and  women  sat 
on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  118 ;  Noes, 
45.   (Division  List  No.  72.) 


Abraham,  Wimam(Cork,  N.E.) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
ABc)aith,Bt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  W^ht) 
Barker,  John 
Buknr,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnes.  G.  N. 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bennett,  E. 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (^sex,  Waldon) 

Birrell,  Bt.  Hon.  Augnstine 

Boland,  John 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bruich,  James 

Bri«;,  John 

Br^dehoTBt,  W.  B. 

Banu,  Bt.  H<m.  John 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm.  H.  W. 

Caa8ton,Rt.Hn  RichardKnight 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Cherry,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  B. 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Corbett.C  H  (Sa88ex,E.GnnBi*d 

Creao,  Eugene 

Dehuiy,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dobaon,  Thomas  W. 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Dancan,  C.  (Barrow<in<Fumees 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Fletcher.  J.  S. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

GiU,A.H. 

GUdBtone,Bt.Hii  Herbert  John 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Eayden,  John  Patrick 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 


AYES. 

Holt,  Bichard  Duming 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Pue,  West) 

Hudson,  Walter 

Elingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Camarronshire 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley.  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Laidlaw,  Bobert 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehmann,  B.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Bt.  Hon.  David 

ItytAl,  Chatles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  B.  (Leicester) 

MfUinamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MacVeigh.Charles  (Donegal.E. ). 

Mallet,  Cbailes  E. 

Maaterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Heehtm,Francis  E.  (Leitrimt  N. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Muldoon,  John 

Murphy,  John  (Kerrjb  East) 

Murray,  James 

Nicholson,CharleB  X.(I>onoast*r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,  W. 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 


t  O'Dowd,  John 
;  O'Grady,  J. 

:  O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

!  O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
PhillipB,  John  (Longford,  S.)  ! 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,Bobert  John  (Norfolk,  E. 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Russell,  P.  W. 

Butherford,  T.  H.  (Kmtford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  h.  (dereland 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (HaviokB.) 
Summerbell,  T. 

Teimant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walters,  Jobn  Tudor 
Wason,Bt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
Wason,John  Cathoart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whiteley,Bt.Hn.G.  (York,W.R 
Wiles,  Thomas 
WiUs,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Panoras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

TxLLEBa  FOB  THE  Ayes — Mr. 
Higham  and  Mr.  LukeWhite. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood.Rt  Hn.Sir  Alcx-F 
AoBtruther-Gray,  Major 
Aabrey-Fletcher,Rt<Hn.  SirH. 


Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
BouIt<m,  A.  C.  F. 


Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  R.tMaryleboBe,  E.) 
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C!oUiiu.8u  Wm.J.(8.pMierM,W 
Cnig,CharlM  Curtis  (AntrimJS. 
Oaig,C^ptain  Jameti(Down,E.) 
Dixon-HartUndiSir  FredDixon 
Douglaa,  Rt.  Hco.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Crofl,  Arthur  Philip 
Fell,  Arthur 

FetbOTBtoohaugh,  Godfrey 
Qretton,  John 
KuniltcHi.  Muq  twsa  of 
Harriaon-Broadlay.  H.  R 
Haalam,  Lewis  (Hcwunoath) 
Bambfv.  Sir  Heiuy 
Lanuut,  Nonnan 


{COMMONS} 

LongtRtHn.  Walter  (DabUi^S. 
Lonadale,  John  Brownlee 
MaoCaw,  WilUam  J.  MaeOeagh 
Hoore,  William 
Morpeth,  Viscount . 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  ToneDs 
Fiokarsgill,  Edward  Hare 
B«mnaat,  James  F&rquharMMi 
Ronaldshajr,  Earl  of 
BasBoixi,  Sir  Edward  Alberfc 
Sh>an,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenxie 
Smith^AbelH.  (Hertford,  East) 
Stmus,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 


^  &e  Howe, 
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Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chiohester) 
Talbot.Rt.Hn.J.G.  (Oxfd  Unir 
Thornton,  Percy  H. 
Tuke.  Sir  John  Batty 
Waring,  Walter 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Dorset.  W.) 
Wilson     Stanley  (York.  E.R.) 
Wolff,  GnitftT  Wilhelm 

TKEXEBa    rOB    TUB  NfAS — 

Visoonnt  Helmsley  and  Sir 
Fcederiok  Banbuiy. 


BALLOT  ACT  (1872)  AMENDMENT  (Na  S) 

BILLu 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 


Mr.  DUNN  (Cornwall,  Camborne) 
formally  moved  the  Seoond  Reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Queation  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  aaecond  time." 

Captain  CRAIG  said  that  the  Motion 
had  taken  hou.  Members  entirely  by 
surprise,  and  he  considered  that  it  was 
not  very  courteons  to  the  House  of 
Commons  at  ten  minutes  past  four 
o'clock  on  a  Friday  afternoon  to  intro- 
duce so  important  a  Bill  in  such  a 
summary  ^hion.  A  Bill  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  introduced  by  the  Government 
or  with  Government  sanction.  He  felt 
very  strongly  on  the  point  and  there  were 
a  large  number  of  hon.  Members  who 
took  a  considerable  interest  in  the  Bill, 
in  regard  to  which  very  divergent  opinions 
were  held.  Did  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  think  they  would  get  the  measure 
through  the  House  any  sooner  by  such 
discoiirteous  treatment?  It  was  not  as 
if  it  were  late  at  night  uid  it  was 
necessary  to  resort  to  such  tactics. 
To  the  best  of  his  ability  he  should 
show  the  House  what  they  would  be 
doing  if  they  allowed  the  Bill  to  go 
through.    The  feeling  on  that  side  of  the 


House  was  that  the  prindple  might  be 
satisfactory,  whereas,  in  the  case  of  some 
constituencies,  there  was  a  fairly  equal 
division  of  opinion.  The  case  of  Croydon 
wQuld,  he  thoD^ht,  be  a  very  good  example. 
At  the  last  general  election  the  figures 
showed  8,200  Unionists,  7,200  Liberals 
and  4,100  Labour  voters.  In  cases  of 
that  sort  the  Bill  would  undoubtedly 
introduce  no  great  hardship.  But 
there  were  cases  in  which  great 
hardship  would  occur,  and  he  was 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  quot- 
ing the  figures  in  a  city  which  was  the 
opposite  case  to  tiiat  of  Cioydcm.  In 
West  Belfast,  where  at  the  last  general 
election  they  had  a  very  close  contest,  or 
one  which  would  have  proved  a  very 
close  contest  but  for  a  certsun  occurrence, 
they  had  4,138  Nationalist  voters,  the 
Unionist  candidate  polled  4,122,  and 
they  had  a  nominee  of  the  present 
Government  polling  153. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holdemess)  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  forty  Members  were  not 
present 

House  counted,  and  forty  Members  not 
being  present — 

The  House  adjonmed  at  twenty- 
five  minutaa  after  Four  of  the 
Clock  till  Mei^ay  nezL 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  PETITIONS. 


Monday,  Gth  April,  1908. 


BARON  HOTHAM. 

Petition  of  Frederick  William,  Baron 
Hotham^  in  the  Feen^  of  Ireland, 
claiming  a  right  to  vote  at  the  elections 
of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
oellot  to  consider  and  report  thereupon 
to  the  House. 


PmVATS  BILL  BUSINESS, 


•S*  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
I  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
•S  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
I  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Q  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  foUow- 
■g  ing  Bills  have  been  complied  with : — 
«  Pinchley  Urban  District  Council ;  Bury 
•s  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  ;  Dublin 

tand  South-Eastern  Railway;  Seaham 
Hsf  hour  Dock ;  City  of  GlMgow. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lis  on  the 
Table. 

Alliance  and  otiier  Assurance  and 
Insurance  Companies  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wath- 
upon-Deame  Urban  District  Coimcil  Gas 
Bill  [H.L.].  (Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
1  vision.) — Examiners*  Certificates  of  non- 
^  compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
^  referred  to  the  Standing  Ordjns  Com- 
'S  mittee  on  Thursday  next. 


'  Bognor  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Swansea  Valley  Gas  Bill  [h-L.].— 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3^ 
and  passed,  aiul  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Hull  and  Barusley  Railway  Bill ; 
Dartford  Gas  Bill. — Brought  from  the 
Commons,  nad  1*,  and  referred  to  the 
Exanuners. 

Heme  Bay  Pier  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

VOL.  CLXXXVIL  [Fourth  Serib&I 


LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  in  favour  of :    Of  Glasgow 
Liberal  Council;    read,  and  odered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Memorandum  on  nature  study  and 
the  teaching  of  science  in  Scottish 
schools. 

KINGSTOWN  HARBOUR. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  use 
of  Kingstown  Harbour  by  the  vessels 
of  the  London  and  North- Western  Rail* 
way  Company. 

IRISH  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Correspondence  relating  to  the  arrange- 
ment made  in  1898  for  the  acceleration 
of  the  Irish  Day  Mail  Service,  and  the 
revision  of  the  -same  in  the  present  year. 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  3968.  Belgium  (Antwerp). 

INDIA  (USE  OF  GOVERNMENT 
CHURCHES  IN  INDIA). 

Papers  relating  to  the  use  for  Presby- 
terian services  of  garrison  churches 
in  India  which  have  been  consecrated 
for  the  services  of  the  Church  of  EngUnd. 

ARMY. 

Approximate  estimate  of  expenditure 
under  the  Military  Works  Acts  of  1897, 
1899,  1901,  and  1903. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (RULES). 
Rules  dated  26th  March,  1908,  supple- 
mental to  and  amending  the  Rules  dated 
16th  March,  1897,  19th  March,  1900, 
17th  May,  1901,  14th  March,  1902, 
and  (provisional  rules),  4th  December, 
1903. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  APPEAL  (RULE3,  1908). 

Additional  rule  made,  wHh  the  ap- 
proval  of  the  Lor^^.J^few^f^QC^l^ 


883  The  Mesignaiion  of 

Lord  Chief  Justice  and  the -Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Criminal  AppeaL 

SUPEEANNUAXION. 

Treasury  Minutes,  dated  3rd  April, 
1908,  declaring  that :  (1)  Samuel  Shannon, 
artificer,  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory, 
Enfield;  (2)  George  G.  Bishop,  lad. 
Royal  Gim  Factory,  Woolwich,  were 
appointed  without  Qvil  Service  certifi- 
cates through  inadvertence  on  the  pait 
of  the  heads  of  their  lespectiTe  depait- 
ments. 

GOTERNHENT  nfSURANCES  AND 

ANNtJmES. 

Account  of  all  moneys  received  on 
account  of  contracts  for  the  grant  of 
deferred  life  annuities  and  for  payments 
on  death,  and  of  the  disposal  thereof ; 
and  of  tiie  contracts  made  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1907. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


LOTTERIES  AND  INDECENT 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Message  from  the  Commons  that  they 
have  ordered  that  the  Committee  ap- 
appointed  by  them  to  join  with  the 

Committee  of  this  House  to  consider 
and  inquire  into  the  law  on  the  said 
subject,  do  meet  the  Lords  Committee 
in  the  Chairman  of  Committee's  Com- 
mittee Boom,  To-morrow  at  Three 
o'clock,  as  proposed  by  theii  I<ordahips. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION. 

Leave  given  to  the  Committee  of 
Selection  to  report  from  time  to  time. 
First  Report  with  an  Appendix  made, 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  47.) 

iSTANDINO  COMMITTES. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection 
for  the  Standing  Committee  that  they 
have  added  the  Earl  of  Stamford  to  the 
Standing  Committee.  Read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


THE  RESIGNATION  OF  THE  PRIME 
MINISTER. 
?  The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Mar- 
quess of  Ripon)  :  My  Lords,  it  is  my 
sad  task  to  inform  your  Lordahips  that 
the  Prime  Minister  baa  conBideted  it  his 
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duty,  owing  to  the  prolongation  of  his 
grave  illness,  to  resign  his  office,  and  that 
the  King,  under  the  ciicmnatances,  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  accept  his 
resignatdon.  I  am  sure  that  all  your 
Lordships  vill  share  my  deep  regret  that 
the  career  of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bumer- 
man  as  Prime  Minister  should  be  thus 
suddently  brought  to  a  close.  This  is 
not  the  occasion  to  recount  his  services 
to  the  country  or  his  claim  to  public 
gratitude.  His  short  career  as  head  of 
the  Grovemment  has  been  remarkable 
for  the  fdngular  influence  which  he  ob- 
tained over  the  House  of  Commons. 
Other  eminent  statesmen  have  exercised 
great  influence  in  that  Assembly,  none 
more  so  in  recent  years  than  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. But  Mr.  Gladstone's  power  was 
based  upon  his  comman<Ung  eloquence 
and  his  vast  experience  of  public  affairs, 
and  was  mingled,  if  I  mistake  not,  with 
a  certain  feelinj;  of  awe ;  whnreas  the 
influence  of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Banner- 
man  was,  if  I  may  say  so,  of  a  tenderer 
kind.  "BsA  perfect  temper,  his  earnest 
sympathy  with  the  feelings  and  prin- 
ciples of  his  Party,  his  unfailing  courtesy 
to  his  opponents  gave  him  an  unrivalled 
hold  on  the  most  critical  Assembly  in  the 
world.  By  these  qualities  and  by  thmr 
results  he  wUl  be  best  remembeced  by 
the  public.  But  we  who  have  been  his 
colleagues  for  two  years  and  a  half  are 
boimd  to  him  by  yet  closer  ties  ;  for  his 
constant  fairness,  his  imtiring  patience, 
and  his  considerate  guidance  have  won 
for  him  the  gratitude  and  affection  of  all 
those  whom  he  associated  with  himself 
in  the  immense  responsibilities  attaching 
to  the  Crovemment  of  this  great  Em^re. 
I  ought  to  say  that,  after  the  Army 
(Annual)  Bill  has  been  read  a  third  time 
and  passed,  I  propose  to  move  that  this 
House  do  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  the 
14th  of  this  month.  It  is  proposed  to 
meet  then  in  order  that  the  Boyd  Assent 
may  be  given  to  the  Army  (Annual)  Bill. 
That,  I  think,  is  in  accordance  with  pre- 
cedent. The  (Jovemment  is  no  longer 
constitutionally  in  existence.  The  retire- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  puts  an  end 
in  that  sense  to  the  Government  of  the 
time ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  per* 
sons  holding  their  office  on  so  flight  a 
tenure  ought  to  take  on  themselves  the 
conduct  of  any  important  business  in 
Parliament.      ^  g,,,,,    Gi30gl(^  ^ 
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Thk  Mabqubss  ,or  LANSDOWNE : 
Hy  Lords,  the  noble  Marquess  need  not 
be  afraid  tliat  any  jarring  note  will  be 
sounded  upon  this  aide  of  the  House. 
We  all  of  us  greatly  regret  that  Sir  Henry 
Campbdl-Bumerman,  owing  to  con- 
sideiations  of  healtii,  shodd  find  it 
necessary  to  vacate  a  position  which  he 
has  earned  by  many  years  of  honourable 
e:nrtioii,  and  without  any  adventatiouB 
aids.  He  has  filled  that  position,  aa  we 
know,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
own  followers ;  and  he  has  filled  it  not 
only  without  giving  offence  to  his  op- 
ponents, but  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
attract  to  himseU  a  great -deal  of  sym- 
pathy and  admiration  on  account  of 
that  invuiable  good  t«nper  and  courtesy 
to  which  the  noble  Marquess  referred  just 
now,  and  on  account  of  lus  sound  know- 
ledge of  oui  Psiliamentary  traditions. 
We  all  of  us  sympathised  with  Sir  Henry 
Oampbell-Banneiman  when  last  year 
his  health  brolra  down,  partly,  no  doubt, 
owing  to  an  overwhelmii^;  private 
sorrow,  partly  owing  to  the  stram  and 
stress  of  official  life.  We  all  of  ns  re- 
joiced whqn  for  a  time  he  was  able  to 
resume  the  burden  of  office  and  of  public 
work ;  and  now  we  all  of  us  feel  for  him 
when  the  moment  has  come  when  he  finds 
it  inevitable  that  he  should  lay  adde  that 
burden.  It  is,  I  may  say,  the  tmiversal 
hope  of  this  House  that  Sir  Henry  Camp- 
bell-Banneiman  may  be  spared  to  enjoy 
during  the  dedining  years  of  his  life  a 
share  of  that  repose  for  which  we  know 
he  has  BO  often  yearned,  and  to  which, 
I  am  afraid,  he  has  been  so  complete  a 
stranger. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL, 
Ite«d  3*,  and  passed. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Thk  Mabquxss  or  BIFON:  My 
Lords,  I  move  that  this  House  do  now 
adjourn  imtil  Tuesday,  Hth  April.  I 
may  as  well  say  that  after  that  formal 
meeting  I  shall  propose  that  the  House 
do  ^adjourn  until  Tuesday,  6th  May^  as 
originally  proposed. 

HoMS  adjonnied  at  twenty 
aiUnntw  bafbn  Vim  o'oloek, 
tin  Tosaday.  14th  ApriL 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  m  April,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Throe  of  the  Clock. 


NEW  WRITS. 
New  Writs, — for  the  County  of  Kin- 
cardine, in  the  room  of  John  William 
Crombie,    esquire,    deceased.  —  (Afr. 
fFkilely.) 

County  of  Derby  rWestem  Division) 
right  hon.  Victor  Christian  WilUam 
Cavendish,  now  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers. — 
{Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood.) 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [hoTtoal  {STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  Tbat,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with  viz.,  —  Camberwell  and  other 
Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  (Super- 
annnation)  Bill  [Ixtrds].  Pontypridd 
Water  Bill  [Locdsj.  Audenshaw  Urban 
Distriot  Council  Bill  [Lordsl  Fishguard 
and  Bosstare  Kailvays  and  Harbours  Bill 
[Lords].  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation 
Bill  [Lords].  North  British  and  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  BUls  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Dartfoid  Gas  Bill,— read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Heme  Ba^  Pier  Bill  [Lords],— read 
the  third  tmie^  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

Draycott  Qas  Bill,  Gosport  Gas  Bill, 
Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock 
Bill,  Leeds  Corporation  Bill,  Leicester 
Corporation  Bill,  Motherwell  Bui^h 
Extension,  etc.,   Bill,  No^^J^i^ra 
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Bdilway  Bill,  WiBhaw  Burgh  Electricity, 
etc.,  Bill,  as  amended,  coiuidered,  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Interoceanic  Kailway  of  Mexico  Bill 
[Lords] ;  London  County  Council  (Tram- 
ways and  Improvements)  Bill  [Lords]. 
Bead  a  second  time  and  committed. 

lUiymney  Bailway  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 


PETITIONS. 

CX)AL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOUBS) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Britain 
Lodge  Colliery  ;  Broughton  Moor  ; 
Camerton  Pit ;  Denby ;  Heanor ;  Ilkes- 
ton ;  Marlpool ;  Outfield  Pit ;  Ripley  ; 
Tupton  Pit ;  Waingroves  ;  and  West. 
Hallam    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORS  ACT  (188fl)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Uuddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
'  Petitions  against  :  From  Arksey ; 
Bacup ;  Balby  (two) ;  Bampton  ;  Barnby 
Don  (two) ;  Barrow-in-Furness ;  Bentley 
(two) ;  Berwick-upon-Tweed  ;  Bolton-on- 
Dearne  ;  Bradford  on-Avon  (two)  ; 
Braithwell  ;  Bromsgrove  ;  CToombe ; 
Caesington  ;  Chard  ;  Conisborough  ; 
Deal  ;  Devizes  ;  Doncaster  (three) ; 
Everton  Bawtry ;  Uailamshire  (two) ; 
Hammersmith  ;  Uandborou^h  ;  Hatfield 
(two)  ;  Kidlington  ;  Leicestershire  ; 
London  ;  Luton  (two)  ;  Marlborough  ; 
Marston  ;  Micklebring  ;  Misterton  ; 
Newark-on-Trent  ;  Norham-on  Tweed  ; 
North  Lonsdale  ;  Nutwell ;  Farkgate  ; 
Parkstone  ;  Pewsey  ;  Putney  ;  Bother- 
ham  (five) ;  Stainton ;  Stoke-sub-Hamp- 
don  ;  Sutton  ;  Swindon  ;  Taunton  ; 
Thorne  ;  Tickill  (two) ;  Westbury ;  West 
Wilts  J  Wolvercote  ;  Workington  ;  and 
Yeovil ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration  :  From  Bacup ; 
Cleckheaton  ;  Temperance  Committee  of 
the  United  Free  Church  of  Scotland ; 
Walker ;  and  Westerbope  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Abi-TCarn 
(two)  i  Aberfeldy ;   Allenheads  ;  Ayr  ; 


Builiffe  Bridge ;  Batley ;  Bedford ;  Birken- 
head ;  Brixton  ;  Bury  (three) ;  Calstock ; 
Cambuslang ;  Chalbury ;  Claphau  ;  Clyde- 
bank (two) ;  Crediton  ;  Dalmuir  ;  Dee* 
side ;  Dolton  ;  Eccles  ;  EUand  ;  Elton 
Bury  ;  Fakenham  :  Gotham  ;  Halifax  ; 
Hayson  Bridge ;  Heatherlands ;  Hightol ; 
Hyson  Oreen ;  Keswick  (three) ;  I^tar- 
dyke ,  Larkhall  (two)  ;  Leicester  ; 
iJemington  ;  Lutterworth  ;  Lytham  ; 
Maryport ;  Melton  Mowbray ;  Milna- 
thort (two; ;  Minsterley  ;  Newport 
(Mon.)  ;  Ni^enhall ;  OakenjUtes  ;  Pen- 
doggitt ;  Pitlochry;  Poole  ;  Portobello  ; 
Preston  Brook  ;  Rpadcliffe  (two) ;  Riah- 
ton ;  Bosneath  ;  St.  Columb  Minor  (two) ; 
St.  Dogmaels ;  Sheffield  (five)  ;  South 
Devon  and  East  Cornwall ;  South  Totten- 
ham ;  Stapleton ;  Stockport;  Streatham ; 
Studham  ;  Swindon ;  Sml ;  Shillingtoa ; 
Tonington  ;  Trequite  St.  Kew  ;  Wade- 
bridge;  Wellington  ;  West  Bridgford  ; 
Weeterhope  ;  West  Kilbride  ;  West 
Witton  ;  Winchester ;  Witheridge ;  and 
Workington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOH  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Aberfeldy  ; 
Gulbokie ;  Eaglesfield ;  and  Glaaigow  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC-HOUSE     (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Lauder,  in  favour ;  to 
He  up  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Association  of  County 
Councils  Soctland,  against ;  to  Ue  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQOUKS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Crosskeys ; 
and,  Kilbum ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table^ 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

IRISH  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Copy   presented,   of  Correspondence 
relating  to  the  arrangement  made  in 
1898  for  the  accel^^tion  <tf  the  I^»h  Day 
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Mail  Service  and  the  revision  of  the  same 
in  the  present  year  [by  CktmmandJ ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  MAIL  SERVICE  (KINGSTOWN 
HARBOUR). 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
relatinf  to  the  use  of  Kingstown  Harbour 
by  the  vessels  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Bailvay  Company  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  He  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1SS4. 

CcpieB  presented,  of  Treasury  Minutes, 
dated  3rd  April,  1908,  declaring  that 
George  R  Bishop,  lad.  Royal  Gun  Fac- 
tory, Woolwich ;  and  Samuel  Shannon, 
artificer,  Eoyal  Small  Arms  Factory, 
Enfield ;  were  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Service  Certificate  through  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  Heads  of  their  Depart- 
ments [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCES  AND 
ANNUITIES. 

Account  presented,  of  all  Moneys  re- 
ceived and  of  the  disposal  thereof,  and  of 
all  Contracts  for  the  erant  of  Deferred  Life 
AimuDites  and  for  Payments  on  Death 
made  during  the  year  1907[byActJ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  prmted. 
[No.  117.] 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (RULES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Kules  dated  26t.h 
March,  1908,  sup^emental  to  and  amend- 
ing the  Bales  dated  the  Uth  March, 
1897,  19th  Man;h,  1900, 17bh  May,  1901, 
Uth  March,  1903,  and  (Provisional 
Rules)  4th  December,  1903  [by  Com- 
mandj ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (USE  OF  GOVERNMENT 
CHURCHES  IN  INDIA). 

Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  t? 
the  use  for  Presbyterian  Services  of 
Garrison  Churches  in  India  which  have 
been  consecrated  for  the  Services  of  the 
Church  of  England  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  T^le. 

ARMY  (MIUTARY  WORKS). 

Copy  Presented,  of  Approximate  Es- 
timate of  Expenditure  for  the  year 
1908-9,  under  the  Military  Works  Acts 
of  1897,  1899, 1901,  and  1903  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  on 
Nature  Study    and    tbe  Teaching  of 
Science  in  Scottish  Schools  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TELEGRAPH   (CONSTRUCTION)  BILL. 
Order  [2nd  July,  1907]  for  a  Return 
relative  thereto,  and  Orders  that  the  said 
Return  do  lie  upon  the  Table  and  be 
printed,  read  and  discharged. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  TBE  VOTES. 

Distress  for  King's  Taxes. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Bath) .  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
collectors  of  Income-tax,  Schedule  A, 
and  of  house  duty,  have  uncontrolled 
discretion  to  levy  distraints  for  the  non- 
payment of  these  taxes;  whether  such 
collecfors  are  practically  independent  of 
the  control  of  the  surveyors  of  their 
:  districts ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  consider  the 
advisability  of  issuing  such  regulations  as 
will  bring  the  collectors  under  the 
effective  control  of  the  surveyors,  with 
the  view  of  avoiding  unnecessary  levies 
0^  distraint  on  poor  people  sack  as  at 
present  occasionally  occur. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Anquiik.)  Collectors 
of  taxes  are  not  independent  officials,  but 
are  responsible  for  the  manner  in  wfaidi 
they  perform  their  duties  to  the  District 
Commissioners  of  taxes,  to  whom  any 
complaints  as  to  their  conduct  should  be 
addressed.  The  only  authority  exercised 
by  surveyors  over  collectors  of  taxes  is 
the  indirect  one  of  reporting  any  com- 
plaint as  to  the  conduct  of  any  collector 
to  the  District  Commissioners,  who  are 
required  to  summon  a  meeting  for  the 
consideration  of  the  matter  and  to  take 
whatever  measures  may  be  thought 
necessary.  The  collectors  are  expressly 
enjoined  fuid  required  by  the  Commis- 
sioners' warrants  to  distrain  in  cases 
where  payment  of  taxes  is  not  made  on 
due  demand,  and  the  surveyor  can  only 
intervene  where  there  is  an  objection  to  a 
charge  on  some  specific  ground  rendering 
necessary  an  appeal  to  the  District 
Commissioners.  In  view  of  the  necessity 
for  maintaining  the  independence  of  the 
District  Commissioners,  it  is  not  desirable 
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placed  under  the  control  of  the  officials  of 
tihe  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  existence  of  "unnecessary 
levies  of  distraint  on  poor  people,"  but 
any  case  of  the  kind  vould  be  a  proper 
oooasion  for  comj^nt  to  the  Commis- 
sioner^ who  have  full  power  to  deal  with 
it 

Licensed  Houses  at  Oodlcote. 

Mr.  BARNARD  (Kidderminster):  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellw  of  the  Exchequer  at 
what  figure  the  "  Sawyer's  Arms  "  and  the 

"  Queen  "  beerhouses  at  C  dicote  were  in 
Schedule  A  prior  to  their  abolition  under 
the  1 904  Act ;  and  at  what  figure  are  the 
•ame  premises  in  Schedule  A  at  the 
present  time. 

(Ansioered  by  Mr.  Asguith.)  Prior  to 
the  abolition  of  the  licence,  the  Schedule 
A  assessment  was  £18  in  the  case  of  the 
"  Sawyer's  Arms  "  and  £12  in  the  case  of 
the  "  Queen."  The  effect  of  abolishing  the 
licence  was  to  leave  the  assessment  un- 
affected in  the  case  of  the  "Sawyer's 
Anns,"  and  to  increase  it  from  £12  to 
£19  in  the  case  of  the  "  Queen." 

Pay  in  Provincial  Post  Offices- 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
the  scale  of  pay  in  provincial  post  offices 
is  fixed  with  reference  to  the  gross 
volume  of  work  at,  the  office  in  question 
or  the  volume  oS  work  per  member  of  the 
office  staff;  and  whe^er  he  will  so 
revise  the  scale  that  the  volume  of  work 
per  man  is  taken  into  account. 

{Answered  5y  Mr.  Sydnsy  Bvaion.)  The 
classification  of  provincial  post  offices  for 
the  purpose  of  scales  of  pay  is  based  on 
the  total  volame  of  work  at  the  office, 
modified  where  necessary  by  the  cost  of 
living.  This  arrangement  is  in  accordance 
with  the  re(M>mendation  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Post  Office  servants. 

Oustoms  Lower  Section  Clerks- 

Colonel  SEELT  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  To  ask  the  ^retary  to  the 
Treasury  what  was  the  average  increase 
in  salary,  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
on  promotion  of  Customs  lower  section 
clerks  to  clerks  upper  section,  and  of 
assistants  to  second  cliiss  examining 
officers,  respectively;  and  whether  any 
revision  of  the  scale  of  pay  is  in 
GontempIaUon. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  RuTicirmn.)  The 
average  increase  in  salary,  during  the 
year  ending  the  31st  ultimo,  of  dedu  of 
the  second  class,  lower  section,  promoted 
to  the  upper  section,  was  £82.  w.,  and  of 
assistants  promoted  to  second-elaas 
examining  officers  was  £1 1  lOs.  No 
revision  of  the  seale  is  in  oontemi^tion. 

FlfiB  Ooal  Oompany. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretsry  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the 
proceedungB  at  the  inquest  upon 
the  bodies  of  the  tbree  workmen  who 
were  killed  \fj  an  explositm  at  the 
colliery  of  the  Fife  Ckia]  Company, 
Scotland,  and  to  the  evidence  given  at  the 
inquest  by  the  fireman  in  charge  of  the 
district  in  which  the  explorion  occurred, 
to  the  effect  that  he  was  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  had  been  employed  at 
the  colliery  for  three  months ;  that  it  was 
part  of  his  duty  to  start  the  electric 
motor,  bat  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
electricity;  that  he  had  no  previous 
experience  of  a  colliery  in  whiob  locked 
safety  lamps  were  used,  and  had  not 
received  any  instructions  upon  the  use 
of  a  safety  lamp ;  and  that  he  had  not 
seen  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act,  or 
the  special  rules  in  force  at  the  colliery, 
and  had  no  knowledge  of  them;  and 
whether,  having  regud  to  these  admis- 
sions, he  will  say  what  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  to  protect  the  miners  of  this 
country  from  the  dao^rs  they  are 
exposed  to  by  the  appcuntment  of  inocnn- 
petent  finmen  1 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladetone.) 
Yes,  Sir.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  this  acuident,  and  I  have  recnved 
;  nports  from  the  minee  iiupector  with 
regard  to  it.  I  am  informed  that 
McGinn,  the  man  referred  to  in  the 
Question,  was  not  the  regular  fireman  in 
charge  of  the  district,  but  was  asked  in 
an  emergency  to  ma^  the  inspection. 
McGinn  was  of  the  age  stated,  but  was 
in  training  for  the  duties  of  a  fireman, 
and  according  to  the  information  given 
me  had  experience  of  gas  and  safety 
lamps.  No  electrical  knowledge  was 
required  for  starting  the  motor,  which 
was  done  by  moving  a  switch  handle.  It 
does  not  appear  that  /the^emplf^nient 
of  McGinn  wa^3ig'S^y^H%S^dent; 
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bat  the  whole  qaestion  of  the  competence 
of  firemen  is  imder  the  consideration  of 
tbe  Boyul  Gommiulon  on  Mines  who,  I 
sni 'informed,  hare  taken  a  considerable 
bodyc^  evidence  on  the  subject. 

Liqaor  Trade—MortaUty  Statistics. 

Mr.  CHAELES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln) ; 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  if  he  will  grant  the 
Ketum  relative  to  Liquor  Trade  (Mor- 
tality Statistics),  notice  for  which  stands 
on  tody's  Paper. 

(Antwtred  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I 
presume  that  my  hon.  friend  desires  this 
information  as  regards  England  and 
Wales  only.  If  so,  I  think  the  beet  way 
will  be  chat  I  should  give  him  some  par- 
ticulars on  the  subject  in  the  form  of  an 
Answer  to  an  unstarred  Question.  I  will 
communicate  with  him  with  regard  to  the 
matter. 

Liuidlew  Oottars- 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Grovemment  have 
stated  that  they  are  fully  alive  to  the 
desirability  of  improving  the  position  of 
the  landless  cottars  in  the  Highlands 
and  Islands  of  Scotland,  will  he  state 
when  it  is  proposed  to  take  measures 
to  attain  that  end,  especially  bearing 
in  mind  that  cottars  uid  fishermen  were 
not  mentioned  in  the  Small  Landholders 
(Scotland)  BiU. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  if  he  will  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  introducing  an  Amendment  of 
the  (Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897,  so  as  to  admit  of  Section  4  of  the 
Act  being  so  construed  as  if  the  improve- 
ment or  rebuilding  of  dwelling-houses 
ftnd  other  builcungs  in  coiwested 
districts,  and  the  constitution  of  new 
holdings  and  the  enlargement  of  holdings 
in  congested  districts,  were  respectively 
purposes  specified  in  that  section. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  In  reply 
to  my  hon.  friend's  Questions,  I  can  only 
repeat  my  reply  of  2nd  April,  to  which  1 
woiild  beg  to  refer.  If  by  the  latter  part 
of  my  hon.  friend's  Questions  he  intends 
to  imply  that  cottars  and  fishermen  were 
not  eligible  to  benefit  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Small  iAudholders  (Scotuud)  BiU, 
I  can  only  repeat  the  assurance  already 


given  to  him  on  numerous  occasions  that 
such  apprehensions  have  no  real  founda- 
tion. Cottars  and  fishermen  would  have 
been  eligible  for  benefit  under  the  Bill 
equally  with  all  other  classes. 

Island  of  Vatersay. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackman- 
nan  and  Kinross):  To  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  or  his  Department 
have  done  anything  to  encourage  or 
sanction  the  alleged  violation  of  law  and 
order  in  the  island  of  Vatersay ;  whether 
he  advised  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
that  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  should  take 
the  remedies  open  in  a  civil  court  to 
prevent  invasion  of  her  rights  in  the 
island ;  and,  in  view  of  the  charges  made 
against  him,  whether  the  advice  tendered 
was  in  accordance  with  precedent. 

Mr.  GTULLAND  (Dumfries  Buxghs) : 
To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  Tody 
Gordon  Cathcart  was  informed  that  the 
proper  course,  as  advised  by  the  law- 
officers  of  the  Crown  in  regard  to  the 
Vatersay  squatters,  was  for  her  to  proceed 
in  the  ordinary  way  by  interdict  against 
them ;  and  whether  her  agent  urged  the 
authorities  to  take  criminal  proceedings, 
contrary  to  the  advice  received,  in  order 
to  save  her  Ladyship  trouble  and 
expense. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw)  I 
propose  to  aaswer  these  two  Ques- 
tions togetiier,  and  I  have  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  in  making  a 
somewhat  full  reply.  It  is  not  usual  to 
ask  a  Law  Officer  what  advice  he  has 
^ven  to  a  Department,  and  it  would  be 
irregular  to  enter  upon  the  law  of  the 
case.  In  the  special  circumstances,  and 
looking  to  certain  charges  made  against 
the  Government,  I  may  be  allowed,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
Secretary  for  Scothmd  was  advised  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  that  the 
proper  course  to  prevent  invasion  of  civil 
rights  in  Vatersay  was  for  the  proprietor 
to  take  the  remedy  of  interdict  in  a  civil 
court  with  the  consequent  proceedings 
(in  the  event  of  the  interdict  not  being 
obeyed)  of  a  petition  for  breach  thereof. 
The  advice  was  completely  in  accord  with 
precedent  and,  I  may  add,  with  practice. 
In  the  language  of  Lord  Justice  Clerk 
Moncreiff:  "A  proprietor  is  entitled  to 
prevent  strangers  coming  on  his  ground. 
That  is  his  right  ;^^a^djgB^^|^^mo 
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U|>0D  hiB  ground  must  show  tbeir  legal 
nght  to  be  there,  otherwise  he  is  entitled 
to  exclude  them.  Trespass  constitutes  in 
the  general  case  a  civil  wrong  and  not  a 
criminal  act,  and  the  proprietor's  remedy 
is  by  civil  writ  or  action  of  damages." 
The  present  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  while 
Lord  Advocate,  a^rised  this  House  of 
the  same  priDciple  of  adniiniatration  in 
Scotland  in  this  torn :  "  That  every  man 
must  defend  his  own  pn^ierty  or  we  must 
turn  ever^  penaa  sworn  to  be  a  trespasser 
into  a  enmind.  The  law  in  this  free 
country  (Scotland)  says  *  No'  to  that  It 
says  that  if  a  man  trespasses  on  the  pro- 
perty of  another  he  can  only  be  turned 
out  on  the  operation  of  a  civil  court,  and 
the  owner  of  property  has  to  suffer  any 
damage  done  that  may  occur  during  the 
time  necessary  for  that  operation,  beatuse 
this  is  a  free  country,  and  because  we 
believe  that  evervbodly  will  submit  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Uiose  courts."  This  law 
is  elementary,  and  familiar  to  all  ac- 
quainted with  Scottish  procedure ;  and  it 
is  difficult  to  understand  the  state  of 
mind  which,  by  reason  of  its  being 
followed,  has  produced  the  totally  base- 
less charge  against  the  Gk>vemment  of 
encouraging  or  sanctioning  violation  of 
the  law.  With  reference  to  the  next 
Question,  I  have  to  admit  that  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart  was  informed  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  that  he  had  been 
advised  as  above ;  and  I  deeidy  regret 
to  have  also  to  admit  that  she  by  her 
agent  did  bring  forward  the  question  of 
difficulty  and  expense  to  herself,  and 
urged  the  Secretaiy  for  Scotland  that  the 
Scottish  Office  should  proceed  at  once  and 
criminally  against  squatters  on  her  lands, 
although  advised  to  a  cuntrary  effect  by 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  This 
course,  which  would  have  been  one  of 
the  grossest  impropriety,  was  declined. 
The  House,  perhaps,  will  allow  roe 
to  add  that  a  congestion  of  poor  and 
landless  people  on  this  property,  in 
dose  proximity  to  considerable  tracts  of 
land  alleged  to  be  available  for  small 
holdings,  not  unnaturally  produces  diffi- 
culties. Two  recent  facts  mcrease  those 
difficulties:  (I)  All  private  appeals  and 
all  the  suggestions  of  public  authorities 
to  make  land  in  Vatersay  available  for 
small  holdings  have,  as  the  House  will 
see  from  the  White  Paper  (30),  been 
refused  by  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart,  but 
the  rejection  by  Uie  House  of  I^ids  of 
the  Small  Hdders  Bill,  which  would  have 


provided  a  remedy,  increases  tha  jjEomigp 

of  the  position ;  (2)  during  the  course  of 
the  correspondence  the  landlord  has  let 
the  whole  of  Vatersay  and  two  other 
islands — in  all  over  3,000  acres  in  extent 
— to  one  tenant  on  a  lease  of  nineteen 
years,  with  a  break  at  ten  years.  The 
interdict  case,  which,  after  much  delay, 
has  been  proceeded  with,  is  still  sabjvdieet 
and  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  make 
any  comment  upon  it;  but  I  may  be 
atlowed  to  express  the  earnest  htupe  that 
all  writs  will  be  served,  and  these  and 
the  law  in  every  respect  obeyed,  without 
disturbance,  or  attempt  at,  or  threat  of, 
disturbance.  As  to  charges  against  the 
Lord- Advocate,  I  say  nothing ;  most  of 
them,  it  will  be  seen,  arise  from  pure 
ignorance. 

Income  Tkz— Beltef  fiir  Kwried  OjdpIm 

Sir  WILLUM  BULL  (Hammeismith) : 
To  ask  Hr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  ho  will,  in  his  next  Finance  Bill, 
carry  out  the  promise  made  on  lOtb 
December,  1906,  that  he  would  give 
consideration  to  the  suggestion  that 
additional  relief  should  be  granted  to 
married  couples,  and  especially  to  married 
couples  with  families. 

{Answvred  hy  Mr.  Rwiidman.)  The 
promise  referred  to  was  given  and  ful- 
filled, in  connection  with  the  Budget  of 
last  ^ear.  The  G^nestion  is  one  which 
my  right  hon.  fnend  will  continue  to 
bear  in  mind,  but  he  cannot  say  anything 
on  the  subject  of  the  forthcoming  Budget. 

Estates  of  Deceased  Fersoos- 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  arrangement 
signed  by  Mons.  Cambon  and  himself, 
regarding  the  estate«  of  deceased  persons 
in  France  and  in  England,  which  has 
been  publidied  in  the  Journal  Office  in 
Paris,  has  been  published  in  England ; 
and  whether  the  six  articles  of  the 
arrangement  will  be  officially  communi- 
cated to  Parliament  or  not. 

{jinswered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  Instruc- 
tions are  being  given  for  the  publication 
of  the  text  of  the  Ccmvention  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper  at  an  early  date. 

Irish  Land  Stock. 

Mb.  GEORI^E  FABEB  (York) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Cbance(^5ecflj^<3>©Cl^*^uer 
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what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  regard 
to  financing  Irish  land  purchase,  in  view 
of  the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Gnn- 
mittee  to  the  effect  that  further  public 
issues  of  Irish  Land  Stock  should  not  be 
made  while  the  stock  stands  at  its 
resent  discount;  whether  he  can  state 
ow  much  of  such  stock  has  been 
purchased  by  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners for  the  Savings  Banks ;  what 
is  the  amount  of  money  temporarily  lent 
by  the  CommissionerSi  out  of  cash 
balances  in  th^  hands,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Fund ;  and  whether 
the  income  arising  from  the  land  pur- 
chased has  proved  sufficient  to  pay  the 
dividends  on  the  Land  Stock  issued  and 
also  the  interest  on  the  sums  borrowed 
from  the  Commissioners. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Rtmciman.)  A  state- 
ment will  be  made  at  an  early  date. 
The  National  Debt  Commissioners  at 
present  hold  £5,912,893  guaranteed  2'^ 
per  cent.  Stock  for  the  Savings  Banks 
funds,  and  have  made  tempor^  advances 
to  the  amount  <A  je8S9,0(M);.  The  income 
d^ved  from  tenants'  purchase  annuities 
has  not  hitherto  been  suflScient  to  pay 
he  dividends  on  stock  issued  and  the 
interest  on  money  temporarily  borrowed. 
It  has  been  necessary  to  draw  upon  the 
Guarantee  Fund  to  make  good  the 
deficiencies. 

Iciah  Land  Pnrchase  Finance. 
Ur.  LONSDALB  (Armagh,  Hid.):  Tfi 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  can  state  when  ho  will  be 
in  a  position  to  announce  the  conclusions 
of  the  Gk>vernment  in  reference  to  Irish 
land  purchase  finance;  and  what  oppor- 
tunity the  House  will  be  given  of 
discuwing  the  matter. 

(j4n»wer^d  hy  Mr.  Runiiman.)  My 
right  hon.  friend  is  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  fix  a  day,  but  an  opportunity  for  full 
disenssion  will  be  afibrded  at  an  early 
date. 

Price  of  Sugar. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston):  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  wholesale 
price  of  sugar  luu  recently  risen  very 
greatly,  and  is  now  far  in  excess  of  any 
price  reached  during  the  last  eight  years 
axce^  in  the  year  1905 ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  burden  which  this  high 


prise  entails  upon  the  poorest  people 
this  country  and  upon   great  manu* 
facturing  industries,  ne  will  make  pro- 
vision in  his  next  Budget  for  abolishing 
the  sugar  tax  at  an  early  date. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Rwticiman.)  My 
right  hon.  friend  is  aware  that  there  has 
been  a  considerable  increase  recently  in 
the  market  price  of  sugar,  and  he  will 
not  fail  to  take  all  relevant  facts  into 
considerrftion  when  the  Budget  is  being 
prepared.  Ho  cannot,  however,  say  any- 
thing at  this  stage  with  reference  to  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  to  any 
particular  proposal  affecting  taxation. 

Eillyliss  Evicted  Tenant- 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
received  any  application  from  John 
Dickie,  evicted  in  1884  from  his  farm 
in  Killyliss,  county  Fermanagh,  for 
reinstatement  under  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act ;  and  whether  they  have  taken  any 
steps  to  reinstate  him. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  received  an  application 
from  John  Dickie  on  28th  August  last, 
but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  consider 
the  case,  having  regard  to  the  priority 
of  the  numerous  similar  applications  re- 
ceived. The  C(»nmissioners  will  inquire 
into  the  case  in  due  course,  but  are  not 
at  present  in  a  position  to  say  at  what 
date. 

Ballymote  Evicted  Tenant- 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  from  Mrs. 
Catherine  Heally,  of  Ballymurray,  Ballina- 
carrow,  Ballymote,  county  SIig(^  an  ap 
plication  for  reinstatement  in  the  holding 
on  the  Percival  estate  from  which  her 
late  husband  was  evicted  in  1^82 ; 
whether  her  case  has  been  investigated  by 
an  inspector  from  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners office,  and,  if  so,  what  stops,  if 
any,  are  being  taken  in  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)   The  Estates " 
Commissioners  have  received  and  investi- 
gated the  application  in  question,  and 
have  decided  to  take  no  action  in  the 
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possession  of  about  twenty-five  acres  of 
the  fann  from  which  her  husband  was 
erieted,  and  the  remainder  is  in  occupa- 
tion of  another  tenant. 

Olanricarde  Tenancy. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
planters  or  new  tenants  upon  the  Clanri- 
carde  estate  are  protesting  against  the 
delay  in  compensating  them  and  rein 
stating  the  old  tenants;  whether  the 
dday  u  due  to  Lord  Clanricarde's  appeal 
against  Judge  Wylie's  decision;  and 
whether  the  Gorernment  will  take  steps 
to  expedite  the  hearing  of  the  appeal,  as 
otherwise  the  land  will  be  useless  for 
agricultural  purposes  for  this  year  both 
to  the  present  occupiers  and  the  incoming 
tenants. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  proceed 
further  in  this  cmo  until  the  queations  of 
law  involved  in  it  have  been  disposed  of. 
The  matter  is  pending  before  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Ireland,  and  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  have  the  case  decided 
88  soon  as  possible. 

Richmond  Oonstahnlaxy  Barracks- 
Mr.  LONSDALE:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  auxiliary  training 
depot  for  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary 
at  Richmond  Bimracks  is  to  be  dis- 
continued; and,  if  so  whether  he  will 
state  the  reasons  for  this  step  and  the 
nature  of  the  arrangements  to  be  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  recruits  in 
truning. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  loan 
of  quarters  at  Richmond  Barracks  was 
obtained  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
training  of  constabulary  recruitv  specially 
enrolled  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting 
the  force  in  proclaimed  counties,  and  as 
such  training  has  now  been  completed 
tihe  quarters  will  shortly  be  given  up  to 
the  military  authorities.  There  is  suffi- 
cient accommodation  at  the  constabulary 
depot  for  Uie  training  of  recruits  ordin- 
arily enrolled. 

IbDcheitar  Bstate  Evicted  Tenant 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Recretary  to  the  I^rd-IJou  tenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  appli- 


cation for  the  reinstatement  of  Samuel 
Kainey,  an  evicted  tenant  on  the  Man- 
chester estate,  county  Armagh,  haa  been 
before  the  Estates  Commissioners  for  five 
years;  whether  two  inspectors  have  re- 
ported that  tAie  case  is  a  suitable  one  far 
reinstatement;  whether  there  is  any  ob- 
stacle, except  the  opinion  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  that  the  price  asked  by  the 
present  tenant  of  the  holding  is  excessive ; 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  are 
aware  that  the  present  tenant  bought 
the  farm  at  auction  with  the  object  of 
assisting  Bainey  to  regain  possession,  and 
is  willing  to  give  it  up  if  he  is  recouped 
the  price  he  paid,  although  the  ttirm 
would  fetch  oonsideraUv  more  in  the 
market;  whether  the  Estates  Commis' 
sioners  would  be  warranted  in  taking  ^e 
whole  or  part  of  the  purdiase  money 
from  the  reserve  fund,  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  Justice  Wylie's  judgment  of 
25th  February  last  in  a  similar  case  on 
the  Clanricarde  estate ;  and  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  will  either  restore 
Bainey  to  his  former  holding  or  fffovide 
him  with  a  new  holding  of  equal  extent. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  I  beg  to 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answers 
given  to  his  Questions  on  this  subject  on 
10th  and  17th  July  last,  to  which  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  practically 
nothing  to  add.  The  Cofnmissioners 
understand  that  the  reserve  fund  can  be 
applied  to  assist  in  the  restoration  of 
eWcted  tenants,  but  they  mast  exercise 
their  own  discretion  as  to  the  amount 
which  can  reasonably  be  ffi^iended  in 
effecting  the  restoration  oi  any  purtaodar 
evicted  tenant. 

Drmnkeerin  Tenantry. 

Mr.  MEEUAN  (Queen's  County,  Leix): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  thas  the  tenants  on  the  estate 
owned  by  Mrs.  Tate,  Miss  Rutledge,  and 
Mr.  M'Loughry,  and  situated  near  Drum'- 
k«erin,  in  the  county  of  Leitrim,  had, 
after  lengthened  negotiations,  agreed  to 
purchase  their  holdings  on  terms  offered 
by  the  agent,  but  that  owing  to  one  of 
the  landlords  refusing  to  accept  the  terms 
agreed  upon  the  tenants  were  prooeeded 
against  by  civil  bill  process  and  put  to 
considerable  expense ;  and  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners will  intervene  with  the  object 
(A  preventing  further  legal  expenm  and 
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bringing  about  an  amicable  ari^gement 
of  8^e. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  Question, 
which  appear  to  relate  to  preliminary 
nego^tions  for  sale  and  purchase 
between  the  landlords  and  tenants.  The 
Gommissionera  do  not  appear  to  hare 
been  approached  by  any  of  the  parties, 
bat  if  they  should  be  so  approached  they 
will  consider  whether  the  case  is  one  in 
which  they  can  usefully  offer  their 
services  as  condliatora  under  the  I^ord- 
lieutenant's  r^fulationa. 
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Claims  f6r  Haliciotu  "b^vxy. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
laud  whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
claims  for  compensation  for  malicious 
injury  to  property  adjudicated  upon  in 
Ireland  during  the  years  1906  and  1907, 
respectively,  and  the  three  months  ended 
31st  March,  1908;  the  total  amount  of 
compensation  awarded  and  particulars 
of  the  injuries  for  which  compensation 
was  given ;  and  whether,  in  respect  of 
these  cases,  any  persons  were  made  amen- 
able  under  the  criminal  law. 


{Atamred  hy  Mr,  Cherry.) — 
Claims  adjudicated  upon  in  ondermentioned  periods. 


Period. 

Number  of  clainu. 

Amonnt  awarded. 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  persoiu  were 
made  amenable. 

£> 

1906  .... 

500 

6,531 

36 

1907  .... 

504 

10,538 

43 

March  Quarter,  1908  - 

170 

7,480 

16 

Particulars  of  Injuries  for  which  Compensation  was  given. 


Period 


n 

or  cnttii 

Iriving. 

I 

a 

Killing . 
cattle. 

Cattle-c 

Total. 

51 

2 

23 

444 

iO 

2 

32 

454 

17 

15 

4 

152 

■  41 

itv  fbr  Aeoidvnta  on  Irtah  PnbUc 
i       ^  Boida. 

Jb  LARDNER  {Monaghan,  N.) :  To 
W  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
jKiitenant   of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
^-re  that  according  to  recent  decisions 
'  f  the  Irish  Courts  county  councils  are 
Sponsible  to  perwms  using  public  roads 


in  Ireland  for  accidents  occurring  to 
them  through  defects  in  the  highway,  and 
that  if  county  councils  insure  against 
third-party  risks  the  Local  Government 
Board  auditor  surcharges  the  councillors 
authorising  payment  of  the  amount  paid 
as  premiums  on  such  insunniiut  ujmdjvill 
he  inquire  into  thfi' K@n)nty 
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for  such  surcharge,  and  talte  such  Bteyts 
as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  county 
councils  in  Ireland  to  obtain  the  benefit 
of  the  protection  of  third-party  in- 
surances. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Cherry.)  The 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  already  advised  the 
county  councils  of  counties  in  which  the 
contract  system  of  road  maintenance  is  In 
operation  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  con- 
tractor's bond  making  him  and  his 
sureties  responsible  for  any  accident  that 
may  occur  owing  to  the  defective  condi- 
tion of  the  roadd  during  the  continuance 
of  his  contract.  Where  this  is  done  the 
questioa  of  insuring  against  third-party 
risks  would  appear  to  be  one  for  the 
contractor.  In  counties  in  which  the 
roads  are  kept  by  direct  labour  the  county 
councils  are  directly  responsible,  and  it 
rests  with  them  to  consider  whether  they 
should  protect  themselves  by  insurance. 
The  Local  Govemment  Board  understand 
that  the  county  councils  are  considering 
the  matter,  but  the  premiums  to  be  paid 
in  a  large  county  would  be  so  heavy  that 
some  of  the  councils  seem  more  inclined 
to  take  the  risk  themselves  than  to  pay 
the  annual  premiums.  No  surcharge  of 
the  nature  referred  to  in  the  Question 
has  yet  been  made. 

New  BdfkBt  University. 

Sir  JOHN  HANDLES  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  new 
University  in  Dublin  is  to  bo  under 
Boman  Catholic  control  and  with  a 
Boman  Catholic  atmosphere,  and  that 
the  new  University  in  Belfast  is  to  be 
under  Presbyterian  control  with  a 
Presbyterian  atmosphere,  what  provision 
U  proposed  for  the  higher  education  of 
the  Methodist  community  in  Ireland, 
numbering  about  70,000  persons. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Cherry.)  My  right 
hon.  friend  asks  me  to  say  that  the  two 
DOW  Universities  to  be  created  in  Ireland 
will,  like  the  existing  one,  be  entirely 
open  to  Methodists,  and  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  no  doubt  that  students  of  this 
denomination  will  be  able  to  create  an 
atmosphere  of  their  own  in  any  University 
to  which  they  may  ga 


Uanslleld  Estate.  East  Donegal 

Mr.  C.  MACVEIGH  (Donegal,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenanb  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  dispute  on 
the  Mansfield  estate,  Eillygordon,  East 
Donegal,  between  George  Diver  and  his 
landlord  as  to  a  part  of  his  holding 
known  as  the  Wood ;  whether  the  matter 
is  now  before  the  Commissioners  ^  *if  so, 
will  he  direct  tiiat  the  inspector  to  be  sent 
shall  inquire  into  tihe  past  rent  of  this 
wood  and  who  paid  it  for  the  last  seventy 
years,  and  as  to  how  and  why  it  was 
taken  away  from  George  Diver;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  this  wood  is  now 
lying  waste.  wUl  he  take  some  steps  to 
have  Diver  reinstated  in  this  part  of  bis 
holding,  and  compensated  for  the  timber 
that  was  cut  and  carried  away  before  die 
sale  of  the  estate  is  completed. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Cherry.)  The 
Estates  Commissionecs  inform  me  thst 
no  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the  Mans- 
field estate  are  pending  before  them,  and 
they  have  no  information  as  to  the  dis- 
pute referred  to  in  the  Question. 

Sheffield  Volunteer  ArtiUery. 

Mr.  STUABT-WOBTLEY  (Sheffield. 
:  Hallam) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  whether,  as  part  of  the  Terri- 
torial Array  scheme  for  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  a  proposal  was  privately  or 
otherwise  made  to  th  i  officer  commanding 
the  Sheffield  Volunteer  artillery  that 
Sheffield  should  provide  three  batteries  of 
field  artillery  and  one  battery  of  horse 
artillery,  with  mounted  brigade  ammuni- 
tion column;  whether  that  officer's 
readiness  to  undertake  the  provision  of 
such  a  force  was  ascertained ;  whetJier, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Sheffield 
Volunteer  artillery  have,  for  many  yeais 
past,  had  an  establishment  of  four 
batteries  armed  and  drilled  as  field 
artillery,  and  that  this  corps  was  eulogised 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on 
account  of  its  high  state"  ?f.  efficiency, 
testified  to  by  General  'j^ttelton, 
Colonel  May,  C.B.,  CM.G.,  and"  C?»«' 
Wing,  C.B.,  it  is  intended  to  carr^?'^ 
effect  the  proposal  above  describti** 
communicated  and  accepted ;  and,  i/^ 
whether  any  other,  and  what,  arra^A 
ment  is  to  be  made^  and  for  wli,^ 
"»«>n.  D  g  t  zed  by  Google  ' 
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(Ansmred  htf  Mr.  Secrdary  BaJdane.) 
"When  the  provisional  scheme  for  the 
Territorial  Force  was  first  issued  the 
local  military  authorities  discussed  with 
the  commanding  officers  the  various  ways 
in  which  the  units  might  be  raised,  and, 
amongst  others,  Colonel  Allen,  the  officer 
commanding  4th  West  Yorkshire  Boyal 
Garrison  Artillery,  was  asked  whether  he 
would  be  prepared,  if  required,  to  raise 
the  horse  artiUery  lottery.  The  General 
Officer  Commanding-in-Chief,  after  fully 
considering  the  question,  ascertains 
from  Lord  Fitzwilliam  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  raise  the  battery,  and  this 
proposal  was  endorsed  by  the  County 
Associations  unanimously.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  Army  Council  to  accept 
reoommeodations  made  in  this  manner  as 
to  the  allocation  of  units.  Colonel 
Allen  is  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
energetic  of  the  Volunteer  artillery 
commanding  officers,  and  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  military  aubhorities  to  mi^e  the 
fullest  use  of  his  remarkable  abilities. 
In  order  to  complete  the  establish- 
ment of  the  new  Territorial  Field 
Artillery  Brigade  which  he  is  to  command, 
seven  officers  and  173  other  ranks  have 
still  to  be  raised. 

Oasa  of  Kiehael  Tiene7  of  the  Oomianght 
Bangers- 

Mb.  DXJFFY  (Galway,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
caite  of  Michael  Tierney,  Athenry,  county 
G^lway, '  &884,  Connaught  Bangers  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Tierney  has 
been  a  Reservist  since  1903  ;  whether 
his  pay  has  been  stopped  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  local  constabulary ;  and 
whether  he  will  make  inquiry  into  the 
eircomstances,  with  a  view  of  restoring 
to  him  the  pension  he  is  entitled  to  as  a 
Baservist. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Saldane.) 
This  matter  Mrill  be  referred  to  the 
General  Officer  Commanding*in-Ghief  in 
Ireland,  uid  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
wiU  be  forwarded  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Army  Contracts  Betnm- 
Mb.    a.  L.    STANLEY  (Cheshire, 
Eddisbury) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  Return,  made 
by  his  Department,  of  contracts  given 
I         abroad  for  the  last  financial  year  is  com- 

i 


parable  with  that  made  in  previous  years, 
or  whether  the  latest  Return  contains 
items  which  are  for  the  first  time  included 
in  that  Return,  though  such  articles  have 
in  the  past  actually  been  ordered  from 
abroad ;  whether  copper  and  condensed 
milk  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  been 
obtained  from  abroad  for  some  years  past, 
though  these  articles  appear  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Return  made  last  year;  and, 
if  those  articles  have  been  so  obtained, 
whether  he  can  give  any  inf(mnation 
showing  to  what  extent  they  have  been 
so  obtained. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
As  stated  in  the  footnote,  the  Return 
was  amplified  to  cover  all  foreign  imported 
goods  classed  as  manufactures  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  monthly  accounts  of  trade 
and  navigation  in  the  XXnited  Kingdom. 
Among  the  items  consequently  included 
for  the  first  time  are  copper  ingots  and 
condensed  milk.  The  value  of  the  latter 
purchased  from  abroad  in  earlier  yean 
cannot  be  given  without  considerable 
investigation.  The  purchases  of  copper 
for  the  five  years  ending  3l8t  March, 
1907,  amount  to  over  £550,000  in  value. 

Old  Oolonial  Audit  Branch  of  the 
EzcheQuer. 

Mb.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  nominated  members  of  the 
old  Colonial  Audit  Branch  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department  had  to 
undergo  any  educational  test  before  being 
admitted  to  the  branch  ;  whether  he  can 
state  what  were  the  subjects  of  examina 
tion  and  standard  of  proficiency  required ; 
and  what  public  authority  examined 
them  in  these  sabjects. 

{Armmed  by  Mr.  Rundman.)  The 
conditions  of  appointment  to  the  old 
Colonial  Audit  Branch  were  fully 
explained  to  the  hon.  Member  in  the 
replies  given  to  his  Questions  of  6th 
March,  1908. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  state  the 
total  number  of  candidates  nominated  for 
admission  to  the  old  Colonial  Audit 
Branch  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit 
Department  from  the  time  of  its  format 
tion  to  its  recent  amalgamation 
with  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Depart- 
ment, and  the  J^f^^j  ?^f@^TO^tected 
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throvLgh  inability  to  pass  the  medical  test 
and  the  educational  test,  respeotirely. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Rrndtmn.)  Candi- 
dates were  not  nominated  until  they  had 
satisiied  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  as  to  their  health  and  educa* 
Uonal  qualifications.  The  total  number 
nominated  was  sixty-two.  No  record  is 
kept  of  the  number  of  applicants  who 
failed  to  obtain  nomination. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  tbe  Secretary  to 
die  Treasury  whether  the  nominated 
members  of  the  old  Colonial  Audit 
Branch  in  London  were  admitted  without 
pessini;  a  CHvil  Service  examination  or 
obtainmg  a  Civil  Service  certificate, 
without  pension  rights,  and  on  a  scale 
of  salary,  £70— £5— £100,  etc.,  tbe 
same  as  the  Second  Division  scale ; 
whether  these  members  are  now  allowed 
to  enter  the  newly-amalgamated  Colonial 
Au<^t  Branch  and  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department  as  examiners  with 
a  Civil  Service  certificate  without  passing 
a  Civil  Service  examination,  with 
pension  rights,  and  at  such  salaries  as 
if  they  had  originally  entered  at  £100 — 
XIO— £200— £15— £3S0 ;  whether  he 
can  explain  who  was  responsible  for 
initiating  the  granting  of  these  privileges 
to  the  nominees  of  tbe  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General,  who  originally 
entered  without  any  claims  to  them; 
whether  these  facte  were  placed  before 
the  Troasury  and  the  Colonial  Office 
before  such  a  scheme  was  sanctioned  by 
these  two  Departments ;  whether  the 
l^eaanry  and  Colonial  Office  of&cials  are 
responsible  for  snoh  sanctiqn;  whether 
the  Second  Division  members  of 
the  old  Exchequer  and  Audit  Depart- 
ment, who  entered  by  passing  Civil 
Service  examinations  and  obtaining 
Civil  Service  certificates,  with  pension 
rights,  and  on  the  same  scale  of  salary, 
£70— £5— £100,  etc.,  and  who  are 
now  similarly  serving  in  the  newly- 
amalgamated  departments  as  examiners, 
are  allowed  the  same  levelling-up  of 
salaries  as  if  they  had  originally 
entered  at  £100— £10— £200-^16— 
£350;  whether  these  two  old  sets  of 
officials  will  in  future  be  interchangeable 
and  employed  on  the  same  kind  of  work ; 
whether  he  can  say  why  the  open 
competition  men  are  treated  differently 
from  the  men  who  entered  tiiroo^  the 


patronage  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  Qeneral ;  and  whether  he  will 
now  furnish  information  on  this  subject, 
apart  from  such  an  official  defence  as  may 
be  put  fbtward. 

(Annoered  by  Mr.  Rftnciman.)  Mem- 
bers of  the  old  Colcmial  Audit  Branch 
were  appointed  with  a  view  to  service 
in  the  Colonies  in  posts  carrying  an  initial 
salary  of  £300  a  year  with  pension  rights. 
The  scale  of  £70— £5— £100  was  that 
laid  down   for   the   feraining  period. 

fenerally  a  shwt  one,  of  service  at 
eadquarters  prior  to  appointments  in 
the  Colonies.  Under  the  scheme  of 
amalgamation  recommended  by  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General,  and 
utproved  by  the  Colonial  Office  and  the 
Treasury,  members  of  the  old  Colonial 
Audit  Branch  serving  at  headquarters 
were  granted  Civil  Service  certifieatea 
under  Clause  VII.  of  the  Order  in 
Council  oS  4th  June,  1870,  and  if  in 
receipt  of  a  lower  rate  of  pay  were  raiaed 
to  the  minimum  of  the  new  scale  (£100l 
Those  filling  poets  in  the  Colonies  will, 
if  they  elect  toe  new  terms,  be  similarly 
certificated  and  have  their  salaries  re- 
assessed, as  stated  in  the  Question,  tbe 
difference  between  the  amounts  thus 
arrived  at  and  their  present  Colonial 
scales  being  treated  as  unpensionable 
local  allowances.  They  will  therefore 
have  their  pensions  calculated  on  the  Home 
scales  of  pay  instead  of,  as  heret(rfbre,  on 
the  higher  Colonial  rates,  and  they  will 
moreover,  unlike  Second  IMvisi^  clerks 
of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department, 
continue  to  be  liable  for  service  abroad. 
These  circumstances  therefore  render 
their  position  dissimilar  from  that  of  the 
second  division  clerks  of  the  Ezcheqoar 
and  Audit  Department. 

Dublin  Education  Department  Aeeovnta. 

Mr.  FIELD :  To  ask  the  SecraUry  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  stated 
on  two  different  occasions  last  year  that 
the  only  duplicate  books  kept  at 
Audit  Office  were  those  relating  to  the 
Chancery  Suitors'  Fund  Acoonnt  (En|p> 
land),  and  that  sabsequently  he  admitted 
that  duplicate  books  relating  to  Irish 
public  axounts  were  also  kept  at  the 
Audit  Office,  he  will  say  why  the  latter 
infoiraation  was  suppreased  on  the  first 
two  occasions.  / —  ■ 
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(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Bunciman.)  If  the 
hoQ.  Member  will  refer  to  the  Answer 
which  Z  gave  him  on  30th  July  laat^  and 
to  which,  I  presume,  he  alludeB  in  the 
last  past  of  his  Question,  he  wSl  find 
that  I  did  not  admit  that  the  records 
kept  by  the  Audit  Office  of  the  Dublin 
Education  Department  accounts  were 
duplicate  records.  Tbeae  records  are  the 
only  statements  of  the  accounts  in  ques- 
tion to  which  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  has  access,  and  from  his 
point  of  view  are  not  duplicates,  inasmuch 
as  he  has  no  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
ori^nals.  The  case  of  the  Chancery 
Suitors'  Fund  Account  is  different,  as 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
has  access  to  the  original  records  in  that 
case.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  refer  to  the  records 
of  the  Dublin  Education  Department  in 
the  Answers  furnished  to  earlier  Questions, 
and  not,  of  course,  from  any  intention  of 
withholding  informa^n. 

Belfkst  airl  Lahonr  Dispute. 
Mr.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  -  Cfeneral  for  Ireland 
whether  his-  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  case  heard  at  the  Belfast 
petty  sessions  on  the  27th  March,  1908, 
in  wMch  a  number  of  female  workers 
employed  in  a  local  hem-stitching  factory 
sued  the  proprietor  for  a  week's  wages  in 
lieu  of  notice  and  a  discharge ;  whether 
it  was  proved  that  the  girls  had  been  em- 
ployed on  pieoe-work  and  that  the  size  of 
the  handkerchiefs  hadbeen  increased  with- 
out any  increase  in  remuneration,  and 
because  these  girls  refused  this  extra 
work  on  the  old  conditions  they  were 
dismused  without  notice ;  whether  the 
benefa  decided  the  cases  against  the 
workers  on  the  ground  that,  as  the  girls 
were  engaged  in  piece-work,  each  piece 
of  work  was  practically  a  contract  in 
itself,  and  that  it  was  open  to  the  em- 
ployer to  vary  the  contract ;  and  whether, 
m  view  of  the  hardship  which  such  a 
decisitm  means  to  thousands  of  workers 
in  Belfast,  he  will  take  steps  to  have  the 
law  amended  in  regard  to  such  contracts. 

{Answered  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  facts 
are  sabstantiaHy  as  stated  in  the  Ques- 
Uon,  except  that  the  summonses  were 
not  decided  against  the  workers,  as  stated, 
bat  were^  by  consenti  withdrawn.  The 


Government  are  not  prepared  to  introduce 
'legislation  to  render  employment  by 

fieoe-work  illegal,  which  would,  so  far  as 
can  see,  be  the  only  method  of  providing 
the  remedy  which  the  bon.  Member 
appears  to  desire. 

Bengal  and  Assam  Judicial  Services. 

Sib  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
when  the  separation  of  the  subordinate 
judicial  services  of  Bengal  and  Eastern 
Bengal  and  Assam  will  be  carried  out; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  existing 
inequality  between  the  proportion  of 
subordinate  Judges  and  monsiffa  in 
Bengal  and  Eastern  Bengal,  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  equate  the  pi-os- 
pects  of  promotion  in  both  provinces,  so 
that  no  undue  hardship  may  be  caused  to 
the  subordinate  Judiciary  of  East  Bmigal. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Seerdary  MorUy.)  I 
am  not  able  at  present  to  say  when  the 
proposals  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government  of  India  will  take  effect, 
or  to  give  any  details  of  the  scheme; 
but  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  Ques- 
tion will  no  doubt  receive  attention. 

Annalee  Labourers*  Oottage. 
Mb.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  tQ  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  say 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
rejected  the  claim  of  William  Walker  for 
a  labourer's  cottage  on  the  Unds  of  James 
Shiels,  J.P.,  Annalee,  in  No,  1  Cootehill 
Rural  District  Council ;  was  the  applicant 
living  with  Mr.  Shiels  when  he  lodged 
the  representation ;  and  will  he  state  why 
this  kbourer  was  refused  a  cottage. 

{Anstoefed  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  appli- 
cation  in  question  was  rejected  by  the 
inspector  because  the  applicant  did  not 
work  in  the  rural  district.  The  evidence 
showed  that  the  applicant  was  living  in 
the  rural  district,  in  a  house  belonging  to 
Mr.  Shiels,  when  the  applieation  on 
his  behalf  was  lodged,  but  for  two  or 
three  months  previous  to  the  inquiry  ho 
was  living  in  the  Cootehill  urban  district, 
and  had  actually  been  working  therein 
for  about  seventeen  months. 

Qrants  to  Irish  Hospitals. 

Mb.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton);  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant £i  Ireland  if  J|ie> 
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annual  grant  of  £15,850  to  various 
Irish  hospitals  is  divided  according  to  ao 
arrangement  made  over  fifty  years  ago : 
whether  the  result  of  this  ancient  scheme 
is  that  one  hospital  (the  Rotunda  Lying- 
in  Hospital)  obtains  an  income  above  its 
expencuture;  and  whether,  if  the  facts 
are  a«  stated,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  re-ad josting  the  grants. 

• 

{Ariswered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  fact 
is  as  stated  in  the  fimt  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion. The  Rotunda  Hospital  receives  an 
annual  grant  of  £700  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary grant  of  £15,850.  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  the  normal  annual  income  of  the 
hospital  exceeds  its  expenditure.  A 
large  debt  was  incurred  in  recent  years 
by  the  building  at  a  cost  of  over  £8,000, 
of  increased  accommodation  to  provide 
for  the  great  iniirease  (nearly  40  per 
cent,  in  the  last  twelve  years)  of  intern 
patients.  For  the  reduction  of  this  debt 
special  donations  have  been  given  and 
securities  have  been  sold,  and  the  annnal 
income  of  the  hospital  has  thus  been 
apparently  increased.  The  last  account 
of  the  hospital,  namely,  that  for  the  year 
1906-7,  snows,  however,  that  there  was 
a  balance  due  to  the  bank  of  £1,112,  the 
deficit  of  estimated  income  in  that  year 
being  £960.  The  Parliamentary  Inti- 
mate for  the  year  1908-9  shows  an 
estimated  excess  of  expenditure  over 
income,  exclusive  of  the  grant,  of  £672, 
and  this  is  barely  covered  by  the  amount 
of  the  grant  of  £700.  The  estimated 
income,  moreover,  includes  voluntary 
contributions  and  other  items  of  a  pre- 
carious character,  amounting  to  over 
£3,000,  which  may  not  be  fully  realised. 
My  hon.  friend  may  not  be  aware  that 
the  Hos[)italB  Commission,  which,  in 
1887,  reviewed  the  grants  to  all  the 
Dublin  hospitals  participating  in  the  Vote, 
described  the  Rotunda  Hospital  as  pre- 
eminently a  national  institution  worthy 
of  support.  Upon  the  facts  as  they  have 
been  reported  to  me,  there  do  not  appear 
to  be  any  grounds  for  readjusting  the 
Parliamentary  grant  to  the  detriment 
this  hospital. 

Eviction  on  Lord  Onuunore's  Estate. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo.  S.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretarv  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  an  attempt 
was  recently  made  by  the  employees  of 
Lord  Oranmore  to  evict  a  man  namoi 


'  William  Carey,  Ballindine,  and  part  of 
the  furniture  was  removed  by  these 
persons ;  whether  on  being  asked  by 
some  neighbours  for  their  legal  authority 
to  evict  Carey  they  refused  to  show  any, 
and  were  cautioned  as  to  the  illegality  of 
the  proceedings,  and  then  withdrew  from 
the  place;  and,  if  bo,  whether  he  will 
have  instructions  issued  with  a  view  to 
prosecuting  the  parties  who  attacked  the 
house  of  this  man. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  a  police  ser- 
geant and  two  constables  attended  an 
attempted  eviction  of  a  tenant  named 
Carey,  on  the  estate  of  Lord  Oranmore, 
in  Ballindine,  county  Mayo;  if  so,  by 
whose  instructions  were  they  sent  there ; 
did  they  take  any  steps  to  ascertain 
whether  the  persons  who  were  engaged 
in  the  work  had  the  necessary  legal 
authority  for  doing  so ;  and,  if  not,  why 
did  they  show  such  negligence  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  in  connection 
with  a  matter  that  meant  so  much  to  the 
victims. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bm-ell)  On  24th 
February  Lord  Oranmore's  steward  and 
other  employees  proceeded  to  evict  a 
Mrs.  Hughes  and  her  lodger,  William 
Carey,  at  Bidlindine.  They  removed 
Mrs.  Hughes'  property  from  the  house, 
but  Carey  and  his  son  prevented  the 
removal  of  their  own  property.  The 
steward  called  on  the  police  to  assist 
him  in  removing  the  Careys,  but  as  no 
warrant  or  decree  was  produced  the 
police  declined  to  assist.  The  steward 
thereupon  abandoned  the  proceedings, 
and  replaced  Mrs.  Hughes'  effects  in  the 
house.  The  police  attended,  by  direction 
of  the  district  inspector,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  peace.  This  was 
only  duty  which  they  had  to  perform  in 
connection  with  the  proceedings,  and 
they  properly  confined  themselves  to  it. 
If  the  action  of  the  steward  was  illegal, 
the  ordinary  legal  remedies  ar^  o^en  to 
the  aggrieved  persons.  The  owe  ia  not 
one  for  proceedings  by  the  polj/ce. 

Royal  Commisaion  on  Izish  Onuestioa. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  To>^«ie 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieut€VQt 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Royal  Commisslp 
on  Congestion  in  Ireland  have  yet  co^ 
pletcd  their  Report ;  if  not,-  wl^^got|  ati 
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■when  will  it  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  piss 
any  legiskition  this  session,  dealing  with 
the  operations  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903 
and  other  Acts  of  a  similar  nature  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  and  other  congested 
areas ;  and,  if  ao,  what  is"  the  probable 
date  on  which  a  Bill  based  on  the  findings 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  will  be  intro- 
duced. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Koyal 
Commission  on  Congestion  in  Ireland  are 
busily  engaged  upon  their  Report,  and 
hope  to  sign  it  shortly  after  Euter.  It 
would  be  premature  to  make  any  an- 
nouncement as  to  intended  legislation 
until  the  Report  has  been  received  and 
considered. 


Ballindine  Evicted  Tenant- 
Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL;  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  wheuier  a  widow  named  Mary 
Walsh  was  recently  evicted  from  her 
holding  near  Ballindine,  county  Mayo,  by 
Lord  Oranmore,  and  no  notice  of  his 
intention  to  evict  was  served  on  the 
Glaremorris  Guardians,  and  whether,  as 
a  consequence,  there  was  no  relieving 
officer  present  on  the  occasion ;  and,  if 
80,  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  prose- 
cute Lord  Oranmore  for  his  violation  of 
the  law  in  this  respect. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell).  In  such  case 
as  is  supposed  in  the  Questioa  it  rests 
with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  not 
with  the  Government,  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty 
from  the  person  in  default.  According 
to  my  information,  however,  there  were 
no  eviction  proceedings  in  the  case  in 
question,  nor  did  any  eviction  take  place ; 
but  Mrs.  Walsh  voluntarily  gave  up 
possession  of  a  small  dilapidated  cabin 
which  she  occupied,  in  consequence,  as 
Mrs.  Walsh  alleges,  of  a  promise  made  by 
Lord  Oranmore's  representative  that  the 
place  would  be  made  habitable  for  her. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary— Phosniz  Fark 
Depot  Oommand. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  there  is  any  regulation 
which  disqualifies  a  Roman  Catholic 
officer  from  fulfilling  the  position  of 
commandant  at  the  Royal  Irish  Gonstabu- 
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lary  Depot,  Phoenix  Park,  Dublin;  if 
not,  why  have  two  senior  Roman  Catholic 
county  inspectors  been  passed  over,  and 
County  Inspector  Ball,  of  Cork,  appointed 
to  the  position;  whether  this  County 
Inspector  Ball  is  the  same  officer  who 
ordered  the  police  to  fire  on  the  people  at 
Ballina,  county  Mayo,  some  years  ago ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  this  is  the  qualimia- 
tion  which  entitles  him  to  promotion 
over  the  heads  of  fais  seniors  who  have 
no  snch  record ;  whether  there  ha^  ever 
been  a  Roman  Catholic  command  int  at 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Depot; 
what  are  the  proportions  of  religious 
denominations  there  at  present  amongst 
the  officers  and  rank  and  file;  whether 
the  Inspector-General  and  the  Town 
Inspector,  Belfast,  are  Protestants ;  and 
whether  even  one  position  of  trust  might 
be  given  to  a  Catholic. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  There  is  no 
regulation  which  prohibits  the  appoint- 
I  ment  of  a  Roman  Catholic  officer  to  the 
post  of  commandant.    County  Inspector 
Ball  has  been  appointed  to  the  post  as 
being  the  officer  best  fitted  for  it.    He  is 
the  same    officer  who  when  district 
inspecitor,  twenty-six  years  ago,  ordered 
the  police  to  fire  on  a  riotous  mob  at 
Ballina.     This    circumstance    had  no 
bearing  whatever  on  his  selection  as 
commandant.    The  post  in  question  has 
not  been  held  by  a  Catholic  since  its 
creation  in  1859.    On  1st  January  last 
there  were  eleven  Protestant  and  three 
Roman  Catholic  officers  at  the  depot  and 
sub-depot ;  and  the  rank  and  file  there, 
including  recruits  in  training,  comprised 
820  Catholics  and  224  of  other  denomina- 
tions.   The  Inspector-General  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Belfast  are  Protestants, 
but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Deputy 
Inspector-General,  who  is  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  force,  is  a  Catholic.  In 
selecting  officers  for  the  staff  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  professional 
qualifications  only  are  taken  into  account, 
and  not  religion. 

Longhglynn  Public  Works. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  a  ganger  named 
Stephen  Flanagan,  in  the  employment  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  at  Lough- 
glynn,  has  been  reported  for  Uie  employ- 
ing of  men,  who  were  supposed  to  be 
worMdg  for  the  ^Boanij^fe^fcioa 
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with  his  own  private  work ;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  have  him 
removed  to  some  other  district. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  Stephen  Flanagan,  who  is 
manager  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  s  saw-mill  at  Loughglynn,  has  not 
been  reported  for  my  aucn  offence  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  Q^^tion.   He  is  re- 

farded  as  a  most  tmatvorthy  man,  and 
as  always  given  satisfaction  to  the 
Board. 

Lord  Oranmore's  Tenantry. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  the  tenants  of  Lord 
Oranmore,  at  Ballisdine,  county  Mayo, 
have  asked  the  landlord  to  sell  their 
holdings  to  them  under  the  Land  Act  of 
1903;  whether  they  have  placed  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board ;  that  congestion  of  an 
acute  nature  exists  in  portions  of  this 
estate ;  is  he  aware  that  there  is  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  grazing  land  on  it 
which,  if  divided,  would  enable  each 
tenant  to  occupy  an  economic  holding  ; 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
has  entered  into  negotiations  with  the 
landlord ;  if  so,  what  ia  the  number  of 
years'  purchase  demanded  by  him  and 
offered  by  the  Board,  if  any ;  and 
whether,  if  he  persists  in  his  refusal  to 
sell,  steps  will  be  taken  to  deal  with  this 
estate  on  similar  lines  to  those  taken  on 
the  estate  of  Lord  Clanricarde  in  county 
Gal  way. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  estate 
in  question  was  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  January 
last.  Particulars  of  the  estate,  however, 
were  not  obtained  nor  was  any  price 
mentioned  on  either  side,  because  the 
Board  were  obliged  to  inform  the  owner 
that  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  their 
funds  for  improvement  works  they  were 
unable  to  proceed  at  present  with  the 
purchase  of  any  further  tenanted  estates. 

De  Montalt  Estate,  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mb.  KENDAL  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary 
Mid.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
rural  district  council  of  Cashel  has  for- 
warded a  resolution  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, asking  them  to  allot  a  portion 
of  the  untenanted  land  of  the  de  Montalt 


estate,  county  Tipperary,  to  the  labourers 
of  the  locality ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  provisions  of  Section  4  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1903,  as  to  sanctioning  the  rural 
council  as  trustees  to  obtain  an  advance 
under  that  Act  to  enable  them  to  acquire 
land,  and  in  view  of  the  desire  of  the 
council  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the 
labourers,  the  Estates  Commissioners 
Mdll  sell  to  the  council  a  portion  of  this 
untenanted  land  for  the  purposes  of  the 
sectifxi  referred  ta 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  received  the  resolution  in 
question,  and  replied  that,  if  the  council 
should  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  prepare  a  scheme, 
the  Commissioners  would  be  prepared  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  selliiiff  the 
land  to  them  for  the  poxpose  (tt  the 
Labourers  Act. 

Westmeath  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  DELANV  {Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
be  can  state  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  reinstate  or  otherwise  provide  for  Mrs. 
Mary  Wilson,  who  was  evicted  from  two 
farms  in  the  oounty  of  Westmeath^  near 
Tyrrellspass,  one  on  Colonel  Smytii's 
estate,  at  Gaybrook,  ami  the  second  on 
that  of  Mr.  Boyd  Bochford's;  and  can 
he  say  if  the  Estates  Commissioners 
propose  to  acquire  the  non-residential 

f razing  farm  of  Newtown,  estate  of 
lajor  Murphy,  situated  in  the  vicinity, 
seeing  that  there  are  other  evicted 
tenants  in  tihe  locality  as  well  as  Mn. 
Wilson  unprovided  for. 

(Ansmred  by  Mr.  Birrell)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  hare  refernsd  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Wilson  to  an  inspector  with  the 
object  of  providing  her  with  a  holding  if 
possible.  The  Commisnonera  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  untenanted  land 
referred  to  in  the  second  part  of  the 
Question,  but  if  fumishod  witb  the  name 
and  address  of  the  owner  and  particulars 
of  the  land  they  will  consider  the 
question  of  acquiring  it. 

Boyle  Labourers'  Cottage  Sdiame. 
Mb.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.):  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  •  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  an  inquiry  was  held 
in   December   last  year,   under  the 
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Labourers  Act,  into  a  scheme  sub- 
mitted by  the  Boyle  No.  1  District 
Council  for  the  erection  of  labourers' 
cottages ;  whether  the  land  on  which  it 
is  propraed  to  build  the  cottages  is  being 
held  over  pending  the  decision  of  the 
Local  GbTemment  Board;  whether  the 
Report  of  the  latter  upon  tiie  scheme  has 
yet  been  submitted ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  can  state  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

{Anawered  hy  Mr.  Bi<relL)  The  scheme 
in  iiuB  case  embraced  448  plots  of  land 
and  408  cottages.  Apart  from  the  fact 
that  the  scheme  was  a  very  large  one, 
some  delay  was  caused  by  the  fact  that 
alternative  sites  were  offered  in  a  number 
of  cases,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the 
written  consents  of  the  persona  interested 
should  be  obtained.  The  inspector's 
order  haa  now  been  signed,  and  copies 
will  be  sent  to  the  council  as  soon  as 
they  are  reoeiTed  from  the  printer. 

roilstreet  Disturbances- 

Me.  JAMES  O'KELLT:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  six- 
teen young  men  belonging  to  the  district 
were  brought  up  at  Roscommon  in  July 
of  last  year  charged  with  riotous 
conduct  at  Hillstreet  on  the  28th  May 
mevious;  that  on  the  affidavit  of  the 
Grown  Solicitor  the  venue  was  changed 
to  Dublin ;  and  that  the  traversers  were 
tried  in  November  last  with  the  result  that 
the  jury  disagreed;  whether  several  of 
the  traversers  are  now  restrained  from 
leaving  the  country  through  being  under 
bail  to  come  up  for  trial  when  called 
upon ;  and  whe^er  the  Government  pro- 
poie  to  take  any  actitm  in  the  matter  to 
relieve  the  bailees  of  their  resjwnsibilities 
and  to  restore  the  traversers  to  freedom 
of  action. 

{Atwuxredhy  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Crown 
does  not  intend  to  take  any  further 
action  in  this  case.  The  traversers  are 
free  to  leave  the  country  if  they  so 
desire.  No  action  will  be  taken  against 
the  bailees  in  the  event  of  their  doing  so. 


QUsarioNs  in  the  houss. 


Annonr-PierdBg  Projectiles. 
BiK.  PIKE  PEASE  (Darlington):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the   increase   of  penetrative 


power,  due  to  the  invention  of  soft-metal 
caps  for  armour-piercing  projectiles, 
renders  it  practicable  to  effect  a  corres- 
ponding reduction  in  the  calibre  and 
weight  of  aD  guns,  mountings,  and 
ammunition  designed  for  the  attack  of 
the  heaviest  armour. 

Thk  civil  lord  of  the  ADMIRr 
ALTY  (Mr.  Lambert,  Devon,  South 
Molten) :  The  Answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  pike  PEASE:  Has  not  this 
invention  of  Colonel  English  been  of 
great  value  to  the  Admiralty  t 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  think  I  ought  to 
have  notice  of  thatt  as  it  is  an  expert's 
question. 

Naval  Battle  Practice. 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if  any  naval  courts  of  inquiry 
sat  to  inquire  into  the  results  of  the 
gunnery  of  any  ships  of  the  Home  Fleet 
before  or  after  the  recent  battle  practice  ; 
if  so,  will  he  state  the  reasons  for  holding 
such  courts  of  inquiry ;  and  whether  the 
"Hannibal"  was  one  of  the  ships  in 
question. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  Whenever  the 
results  of  a  firing  are  such  as  to  throw 
doubts  on  the  capacity  of  the  gun  layers 
or  the  supervision  of  the  officers,  a  court 
of  inquiry  is  held.  Such  courts  have 
been  held  either  before  or  after  last 
year's  battle  practice  in  all  the  fleets 
except  China  and  Mediterranean.  The 
*'  Hannibal "  was  one  of  the  ships  affected. 

TiscouMT  CASTLEREAGH  was 
understood  to  ask  for  a  more  definite 
statement  in  regard  to  the  *'  Hannib^** 

Mr.  LAMBERT  replied  that  what 
was  done  in  that  case  was  quite  usual. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH :  Was 
the  inquiry  held  before  or  after  the  battle 

practice  1 

Mr.  LAMBERT  asked  for  notice. 

Aimonr-Piercinff  Projectiles* 
Mb.  pike  PEASE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
person  is  officially  recognised  as  the 
mventor  of  soft-metal  cs^  for  use  with 
armour-piercing  lyRj^Ss^OOQle 
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•The  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
WAR  {Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington} : 
lieuteoant-Colonel  T.  English  (late  R.E.} 
was  the  officer  who,  in  conjunction  with 
the  late  General  IngUs,  in  1878,  first 
suggested  to  the  War  Department  the 
use  of  a  cap  for  increasing  the  penetration 
of  armour-piercing  projectiles ;  trials  were 
madtj,  but  it  was  not  considered  that  any 
advantage  was  gained  by  using  the  cap, 
as  the  low  velocity  of  the  guns  of  that 
date  did  not  give  any  advantage  to  the 
use  of  the  capped  projectile.  Recent  im- 
provements in  guns  and  armour  have, 
however,  changed  the  conditions,  and  the 
cap  has  been  found  to  posaess  certain 
advantages  which  have  led  to  its  adop- 
tioD.  It  must  be  pointed  out  that 
Colonel  English's  suggestion  arose  out  of 
an  official  experiment,  and  was  a  deduc- 
tion therefrom  of  such  a  nature  as  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  an  officer 
selected  for  the  important  duties  with 
which  he  was  at  the  time  charged.  But 
although  it  was  not  at  this  time,  nor  for 
many  years  after,  of  any  use,  every 
credit  is  due  to  him  for  making  it. 

Attestation  Foims. 
SiK  WILLIAM  BULL  (Hammer- 
smith): I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  description 
register  into  which  each  soldier's  attesta- 
tion is  written,  and  in  which  his  name, 
his  age,  his  height^  the  colour  of  his  hair, 
where  he  was  bom,  his  trade,  where  he 
was  enlisted,  and  other  particulars  are 
preserved,  can  in  fucure  be  ultimately 
kept  at  the  Record  Office  rather  than 
with  the  regiments,  which  are  always 
moving  about. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  These  description 
registers  are  an  obsolete  form  of  register, 
and  if  not  required  for  the  purposes  of  the 

record  office  of  the  grouped  regimental 
district  should  be  returned  to  the  War 
Office  for  transmission  to  the  Public 
Record  Office,  where  a  large  number  of 
similar  registers  are  preserved.  Under 
no  circumstances  should  they  be  retained 
with  the  regiments.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  drawing  my  attention 
to  the  matter. 

The  Scottish  Horse. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  has  been  furnished  with  a  report 
from  the  General  Officer  Commanding-in- 


Chief  concerning  the  statement  Uiat 
recruiting  for  the  Scottish  Horse  is  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  troopers,  who  can 
object  to  and  prevent  the  recruiting  of 
any  individual  on  account  of  sodai  in- 
equality ;  and  whether  each  report 
corroborates  the  oom^unt  recently  made 
that  a  young  fellow  who  desired  to  join 
the  regiment  was  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  badly  dressed,  and  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  wearing  a  collar  and  tie. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  have  made  in- 
quiries into  this  matter.  The  result  is  to 
show  that  in  the  opinion  not  only  of 
the  recruiting  officer,  but  of  the  men  in 
the  regiment,  the  candidate  in  question 
was  not  suitable  to  be  recruited,  and  he 
was  consequently  rejected  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  196  of  the  Recruiting 
Regulations. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  any  information  to  the  effect  that 
this  recruit  had  been  twice  previously 
convicted  before  a  inagistrate  1  Who  was 
the  officer  responsible  for  hia  rejection  1 

Mr.  HAIjDANE  :  I  have  no  infonna^n. 

Territorial  Army  Eegnlations. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  when  the  new  pocket  book 
dealing  with  questions  affecting  the  status 
and  responsibility  of  the  Territorial 
Army  wul  be  published;  and  if  cofaes 
can  be  placed  in  the  Vote  Office  for  the 
convenience  of  Members. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  expreanon 
"  pocket  book "  was  not  used  by  me  in 

connection  with  the  Territorial  Force  in 
the  speech  to  which  the  Question  refers. 
What  is  proposed  is  (I)  to  publish  the 
regulations  for  the  Territorial  Force  as 
soon  aa  they  are  complete ;  (2)  to  publish 
a  small  hand-book  dealing  with  the  Terri- 
torial Force  from  a  legal  and  constitu- 
tional point  of  view,  and  giving  full 
information  as  to  the  responsibilities  and 
liabilities  of  members  of  the  Force,  and 
(3)  to  issue  ia  pamphlet  form  the  sub- 
stance of  the  regulations  in  popular 
language. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  when -this  encyolo- 
piedia  is  likely  to  be  readyJOOQiC 
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Mr.  HALDANE:  Like  all  encyolo- 
pndias  it  IB  a  pity  to  hur^  its 
preparation. 

Teomen  and  the  Territorial  Army. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire, 
N.B.,  Thirsk) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  Yeoman 
enrolled  before  18th  August  1901,  and 
not  under  the  Act  of  that  year,  will  be 
allowed  to  engage  in  the  Territorial 
Army  for  one  year  at  a  time,  or  whether, 
after  Slat  March  1909,  they  will  be 
rcM^oired  to  sign  for  four  years  if  they 
wish  to  remun  membera  of  the  Territorial 
Force. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  yeoman  serring 
under  the  Act  of  1901,  and  having  com- 
pleted three  years  service  or  their  period 
of  re-engagement,  as  the  case  may  be,  will 
be  permitted  to  engage  in  the  Territorial 
Army  for  one  year,  and  so  on  from  year 
to  year,  or  whether  they  will  be  com- 
pelled, if  they  wish  to  join  the  Territorial 
Army,  to  buid  themselves  to  serve  for 
four  years. 

Ur.  HALDANE:  In  reply  to 
these  questions  will  the  noble  Lord 
kindly  refer  to  my  very  full  reply  to 
similar  Questions  put  by  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Southamp- 
ton  on  lat  April 

BADgea  for  the  Territorial  Artillery. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  steps  are  bong  taken  to 


provide    ranges    for   the  Territorial 

Artillery. 

Mb.  HALDAKE  :  The  General  Offioera 
Commanding'in-Ghief  have  been  instruc- 
ted to  place  themselves  in  communication 
with  the  County  Associations  in  reference 
to  possible  artillery  ranges. 

Mr.  ABKOLD^FOBSTEB  (Crovdon) : 
Have  any  funds  been  set  aside  for  the 
provision  of  these  new  ranges  7 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No  money  has  been 

taken  in  the  Estimates. 

Me.  ASHLEY:  Then  what  will  the 
new  force  do  for  ranges  t 

Mb.  HALDANE :  We  shall  do  the 
best  we  can  for  them  with  the  existing 
ones. 

Mb.  ASHLEY:  But  are  they  not  all 
fully  occupied  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Regular  Army  Establishment 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  how  many  men 
are  required  at  the  present  time  to  bring 
the  Regular  Army  up  to  establishment ; 
and  whether,  when  the  strength  as  been 
brought  up  to  establishment,  it  is  his 
intention  to  raise  the  establkhment  of 
infantry  battalions  at  home  and  on  the 
British  establishment  abroad  from  720  to 
800  rank  and  file. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  figures  for  the 
1st  March  only  are  at  present  available 
and  are  as  follows — 


Establishment. 

Strength. 

Surplni. 

DeSoit 

Home  and  Colcmies 

167,958 

153,765 

4,203 

72,692 

72.761 

59 

230,660 

226,606 

Net  deficit 


4,U4 


It  will  be  time  to  consider  raising  the 
home  establishment  when  the  strength  of 
units  at  home  has  reached  the  present 
establishment.  The  Army  Council,  as 
t  he  hon.  Member  is  doubtless  aware,  has 


readjusted  the  terms  of  service,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  the  enlistments,  which  are 
being  made  on  the  new  terms,  will  before 
loi^  get  rid  <ji  the  existing-shorb^a. 
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Tolnnteer  Officers  and  the  Iiong 
Service  MedaL 

Mb.  FIENNES  (Oxfordshire,  Ban- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  granting  a  long  serrioe 
medal  to  those  officers  who  luive  not 
served  for  not  less  thiui  ten  years  in  the 
Auxiliary  Forces  and  who  do  not  transfer 
to  the  Territorial  Army. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  question  of 
granting  the  Volunteer  Officers'  Decora- 
tion to  officers  who  do  not  transfer  to  the 
Territorial  Force  and  who  have  not  com- 
pleted the  necessary  twenty  years  service 
18  under  consideration,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  shortly  to  announce  that  we  can 
make  some  concession  on  this  point.  As 
regards  Militia  and  Yeomanry  Officers 
the  question  does  not  apply. 

Pimlico  Army  Boot  Stores- 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  can  state  the 
amount  of  boots  and  shoes  in  stock 
at  the  Pimlico  Department  whidi  have 
not  been  made  durine  the  past  four 
years ;  whether  most  of  these  are  sizes 
10-4  fitting  and  10-3  fitting;  whether  any, 
and,  if  so,  how  many,  were  made  for  use 
during  the  South  African  War  and 
whether,  if  he  has  no  further  use  for  them, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  dis- 
posing of  them. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  There  are  42,000 
t»irs  of  ankle  boots  and  28,000  pairs  of 
Highlanders*  shoes  in  stock  which  have 
not  been  made  during  the  last  four  years. 
Of  these  15,000  pairs  of  boots  and  1,100 
pairs  of  shoes  are  of  sizes  10-3  and  104. 
These  were  ordered  during  the  South 
African  War.  Certain  quantities  of  the 
larger  sizes  which  will  not  be  required 
within  a  reasonable  period  have  been 
and  are  being  disposed  of  by  sale  as 
opportunity  offers. 

Army  Boots. 

Mit.  T.  F.  UIOHARDS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  is  aware  that  certain  Army  contractors 
are  permitted  to  send  in  to  the  Pimlico 
depot  Army  boots  that  have  been  closed 
by  machinery,  whereas  the  specification 
calls  for  counters  back  seam  and  side 
seam  to  be  stabbed ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  to  close  the  side  seams  with  the 


machine  renders  the  boot  less  durable, 
and  gives  the  favoured  manufacturer  an 
advantage  over  his  smaller  competitor ; 
and  whether  he  will  insist  upon  tiie  speoi* 
fications  being  adhered  to. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  speoifications 
permit  contractors  to  have  the  alternative 
of  su{^ying  hand  dosed  or  machine  closed 
boots.  The  experiment  of  asking  for 
hand  closed  boots  only  was  tried  for  a  few 
months  last  year,  but  the  Department 
has  now  reverted  to  the  alternative  of 
hand  or  machine  closing,  which  is  found 
to  work  quite  satisfactorily. 

Mb.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  suggested  that 
the  specification  should  be  altered. 

Army  Uancsnvres  in  the  New  Forest. 

Mb.  ASHLEY:  I  bejg;  to  a«k  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  with  refer- 
ence  to  the  proposed  Army  manceuvres 
in  the  New  Forest,  in  what  form  the 
commoners  and  the  Court  of  Verderers 
of  the  New  Forest  have  signified  their 
friendly  agreement  to  the  proposals  of 
the  Anny  Council. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  o! 
State  for  War,  widi  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed Army  manoeuvres  in  the  New 
Forest,  by  what  means  commoners  of  the 
Forest  can  obtain  compensation  for 
injury  done  by  manoeuvres  conducted 
otherwise  than  under  The  Military 
Manoeuvres  Act,  1897. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  In  reply  to  these 
questions  I  will  give  the  House  an  account 
of  what  has  taken  place.  The  Commis- 
sioner in  charge  of  the  New  Forest 
attended  the  last  Verderers'  Court  on 
I6th  March  and  laid  before  them  the 
applications  he  had  received  from  the 
General  OfficerCommanding  the  Southern 
Division  for  holding  manceuvres.  At 
the  desire  of  the  VCTderera  one  of  these 
applications  was  declined,  and  the  Com- 
missioner then  arranged  to  come  down 
again  with  a  representative  of  the  War 
Department  to  discuss  the  arrangements 
for  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the 
commoners  and  for  payment  of  compensa- 
tion for  any  damage  which  might  be 
caused.  Subsequently,  the  Officiu  Yer- 
derer  wrote  to  the  Commissioner 
declining  to  meet  him  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  War  Office  on  the 
ground  that  the,,  proposed  manceuvres 
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were  nnlawfol  anloss  held  under  the 
Militaiy  HaiuBUTres  Act,  1897.  The 
Commissioner  is  advised  that  this  is  a 
mistake  and  has  renewed  his  proposal 
that  he  and  a  representative  of  the  War 
Department  should  confer  with  the 
Verderers  as  soon  as  possible.  Arrange- 
ments for  manoeuvres  on  a  smaller  scale 
have  been  made  in  this  way  year  by  year 
for  many  years  past  and  have  worked 
smoothly  and  satisfactorily.  I  am  pro- 
posing to  ask  the  Verderers  to  meet  me 
Bfaortly  in  order  to  discuss  with  them  how 
best  to  settle  questions  of  ctnnpensation 
and  similar  matters  that  may  arise  out  of 
the  manoeuvres. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  What  legal  means  are 
there  for  a  commoner  to  get  compensation 
gainst  the  Qoverament^  supposing  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  hold  these 
manoBuvrea  under  the  Act  of  1897  1 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  We  have  done  it 
over  and  over  again.  We  have  made 
arrangements  for  that  purpose.  I  am 
prepared  to  appoint  a  private  committee 
on  vhich  both  sides  shall  be  represented 
to  arruige  f^ese  matters  oi  oompensaUon. 
I  am  in  favour  of  settline  these  things 
amicably  in  connection  wiui  mancsuvres, 
and  no  difficulties  arise  if  good  temper 
and  tact  are  shown  on  both  sides. 

Hb.  ASHLEY:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Act  of  1897 
was  expressly  passed  in  order  to  get  rid 
(rf  this  trouble,  uid  to  give  an  expeditious 
and  cheap  way  of  assessing  damages  1 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  Answer.  It  is  a  matter  of 
ailment. 

Cordite. 

LoBD  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  Stale  for  War  whether  exhaustive  tests 
of  cordite  have  lately  been  made ;  and,  if 
•o,  what  make  of  cordite  has  given  the 
iMflt  results. 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  Exhaustive  tests 
have  been  made,  and  will  continue  to 
be  made,  as  to  the  conditions  of  cordite 
in  the  service.  All  cordite  is  made  to 
the  same  specification,  and  has  to  pass 
same  tests. 


Lord  BALCARRES :  Have  the  results 
of  the  testa  been  communicated  to  the 
firms  concerned  t 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  must  have  notice 
of  that  Question. 

Fife  Territorial  Field  Artillery. 

Major  ANSTRUTHERGRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  the 
converted  15-pounder  gun  will  be  supplied 
to  the  Fife  Territorial  Field  Artillery 
Battery. 

Mr.  HALDANiE:  One  gun  was 
issued  early  inMfurch  to  the  1st  High- 
land Brigade  of  which  one  battery  is 

supplied  by  the  1  st  Fife  Artillery. 
This  gun  was  sent  to  Forfar.  Up  to  the 
present  it  has  only  been  possible  to  issue 
one  gun  per  brigade,  but  further  issues 
will  he  made  as  quickly  as  possible,  and 
I  hope  that  the  Fife  battery  may  receive 
a  gun  at  an  ewly  date. 

Major  ANSTRUTHERtGRAY:  Will 

it  be  before  the  training  1 

Mr.  HALDANE:  If  not  I  have  no 
doubt  other  arrangements  will  be  made. 
We  are  pushing  the  matter  on. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  But 
will  they  have  the  two  guns  before  the 
truning  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  hope  so,  but  I  do 
not  want  to  give  any  undertaking. 

Residence  for  War  Office  Officials. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.):  I 
bejg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
provide  official  residences  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  War,  Office  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  Chief  of  the 
General  Staff. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  such  buildings  are  contemplated. 
The  suggestion  is  one  which  I  personally 
greatly  admire,  but  I  rather  think  that 
there  are  yet  more  pressing  demands  on 
the  purse  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


Civil  Servants  and  the  Territorial  Force 
Camps- 

SiR  WILLIAM  BULL  (Hammersmith) : 
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War  whether  it  is  proposed  to  give  | 
special  facilities  to  Civil  servants  who  are 
members  of  the  Territorial  Force  to 
attend  camp ;  whether  a  Civil  servant 
who  attends  the  annual  training  in  camp, 
will,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  days 
leave  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  a  Civil 
servant,  be  granted  extra  leave  according 
to  the  number  of  days  spent  in  camp,  and, 
in  the  event  of  the  Territorial  Force  being 
called  up  for  six  months  consecutive 
training,  what  will  be  the  position  of  Civil 
servants  in  relation  to  their  civil  duties  ; 
and,  if  there  are  any  exceptions  to  be 
made,  can  he  say  in  what  Departments. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Ronciman,  Dews- 
bury)  :  The  Answer  to  the  first  part  of 
the  Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  Special 
leave  up  to  a  maximum  of  fifteen  days 
will  be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing camp  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the 
h^  of  the  Department  to  which  the 
Civil  servant  belongs,  and  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  service.  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  or  desirable  to  lay  down  any 
rule  with  regard  to  the  arrangements  to 
be  made  in  the  event  of  the  Territorial 
Force  being  called  up  for  six  months' 
consecutive  training  until  that  contin- 
gency arises,  nor  can  I  make  any  general 
statement  as  to  any  exceptions  that  may 
have  to  be  made.  I  may  add  that  the 
Treasury  hopes  in  this  matter  to  set  a 
good  example  to  other  employers. 

Dinizulu's  Position  in  Znlnland- 
Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berksh're,  New- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  Dinizulu 
is  a  British  subject  who  was,  in  1898, 
established  as  a  Government  induna  in 
Zululand,  under  a  guarantee  from  the 
Imperial  Government  that  the  position 
then  assigned  to  him  should  not  be  with- 
drawn without  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ;  whether  this  chief  was, 
early  in  December  last,  arrested  without 
any  definite  charge  being  made  against 
him,  and  has  since  that  date  been  im- 
prisoned and  examined  in  secret  without 
being  charged  with  any  specific  offence  ; 
and  whether  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
been  made  aware  of  any  conduct  on 
Dinizulu's  part  disentitling  him  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  guarantee  given  by  the 
Imparial  Government,  and,  if  not,  what 
stex>s  he  proposes  to  take. 


The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Churchill, 
Marchester,  N.W.) :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative ;  as  to  the  second,  Dinizulu 
has  been  charged  with  treason  and  other 
offences,  and  the  Natd  Gk>vemment  is 
proceeding  against  him  in  a  manner  which 
they  are  advised  is  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  the  Colony.  On  the  remainder 
of  the  hott.  and  learned  Member's  Ques- 
tion 1  can  only  say  that  the  Secretary  of 
State's  opinion  has  already  been  expressed, 
and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  add 
anything  to  any  answers  lo  similar 
Questions. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretwy  for  the 
Colonies ! 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  It  will  be  found 
in  the  Papers  to  be  laid. 

Native  Administration  in  Ztdnland. 

Mb.  MACKARNESS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mission in  Natal,  which  reported  in  July 
last,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
existing  system  of  native  administratioQ 
in  Zululand  indicated,  on  the  part  of  the 
Natal  Government,  lack  of  knowledge, 
poverty  of  resource,  and  erroneous 
methods,  and  that  the  law  applied  to  the 
natives  exhibited  a  total  disregard  of 
native  feelings  and  morals ;  whether  any- 
thing has  been  done  to  remedy  this  state 
of  things,  except  to  impose  martial  law 
upon  the  natives ;  and  whether  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  aware  of  any  other  steps 
being  taken  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  Commission. 

Hb.  CHURCHILL:  The  statemente 
cited  by  my  hon.  friend  in  the  fiist  part 

of  his  Question  are  certainly  sustained  by 
some  passages  of  the  Report  of  the  Natal 
Native  Affairs  Commission.  The  Natal 
Ministers  have  informed  us  that  they 
have  given  effect  to  certain  administrative 
measures  designed  to  carry  out  in  part 
the  recommendations  of  the  Report,  and 
that  they  contemplate  legislation  of 
similar  character.  We  are  not,  however, 
yet  apprised  of  the  specific  measures 
adopted  or  contemplated,  and  the  Natal 
Parliament  does  not  me^  until  tiie  8th 

May.  Digitized  by  Google 


929  Quegtions, 

Natal  Adminialxation. 
BlR.  MAGKARNESS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  total  electorate  in 
the  Colony  of  Natal  amounts  to  only 
23,688  voters  ;  whether  the  total  number 
of  votes  given  for  all  the  four  members 
of  the  present  Natal  (rovernment  was 
QDder  2,000 ;  whether  this  Government 
has  proclaimed,  and  for  many  months 
maintained,  martial  law  in  the  Colony 
against  the  wishes  of  the  Governor  and 
the_  Imperial  Government ;  whether  a 
petition  and  declaration  of  rights  has 
been  ngned  by  over  8,000  adult  colonists, 
declaring  that  responsible  government 
has  been  practically  superseded  by  an 
oligarchy,  that  the  incidence  of  taxation 
is  grievously  unjust,  and  that  an  absolute 
confusion  has  arisen  in  the  relations 
between  the  white  and  black  population  ; 
whether  an  amendment  of  the  constitu* 
tion  has  been  asked  for  ;  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  the  Secretary  of  State  proposes  to 
take. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  A  movement  for 
a  redistribution  of  seats  in  Natal  has 
been  proceeding  for  some  time  past,  and 
I  am  aware  of  the  statements  with  regard 
to  the  electoral  conditions  in  this  Colony 
.  referred  to  in  the  Question  which  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  it.  The 
matter  is  a  domestic  one  which  must  be 
left  10  the  people  of  the  Colony.  I  can- 
not add  anything  to  the  statements  which 
I  have  already  made  as  to  martial  law. 

Martial  Law  in  NataL 

Ub.  MAGKARNESS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-SeOTetary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  it  was  recently  decided  by  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
that  the  only  justification  for  proclaiming 
martial  law  in  a  Colony  was  the  existence 
there  of  a  condition  either  of  actual  war 
or  of  rebellion  :  whether  that  decision  is 
binding  in  the  Colony  of  Natal ;  what 
evidence  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  show  that  such  a 
condition  of  things  exists  in  that  C(dony ; 
snd,  if  there  is  no  such  evidence,  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  restore  to 
British  subjects  living  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Colony  the  civil  rights  of 
which  they  have  been  deprived  by  the 
impoeition  of  martial  law. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL:  My  hou.  and 
learned  friend  refers  no  doubt  to  the 
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judgment  on  the  petition  of  THonko  for 
special  leave  to  appeal  from  a  judgment 
of  a  court  martial  at  Pietermaritzburg. 

It  is  there  pointed  out  that  marti^  law 
does  not  exist  by  virtue  of  a  proclamation, 
but  that  if  there  is  war  there  is  a  right  to 
repel  force  by  force.  The  Ministers  who 
are  responsiDle  for  the  government  of 
Natal,  and  who  must  justify  their  action 
before  the  Natal  Parliament,  hold  that 
martial  law  cannot  be  pro  forma  with- 
drawn until  an  Act  of  Indemnity  has 
been  obtained,  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
is,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  practically 
in  abeyance. 

Mr.  MAGKARNESS  :  When  will  the 
Act  of  Indemnity  be  likely  to  pass  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  Natal  Parlia- 
ment does  not  meet  until  May,  and  it 
cannot  therefore  be  passed  until  after 
th&t  date.  Then  the  Act  will  have  to 
come  OTer  here  for  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  Will  facUities 
be  given  for  discussing  this  matter  in 
the  House  before  the  assent  of  the 
Government  is  given  to  the  Act  of 
Indemnity  t 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  My  hon.  friend 
must  address  that  Question  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Mb.  SWIFTMACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  remind 
his  colleagues  that  the  Governor  of  Natal 
has  protested  against  the  continuance  of 
martial  law  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

White  Unskilled  Labour  in  the  Tnuuraal 

mines. 

Mb.  FIENNES  (Oxfordshire,  Banbury): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the  ex- 
periment in  white  unskilled  kibour  on  one 
of  the  Robinson  mines  has  been  com- 
menced; and,  if  so,  what  measure  of 
success  has  been  obtained. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  experiment 
aa  far  as  I  know  has  not  been  begun. 

Mr.  FIENNES:  Did  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  make  this  statement  to 
the  House  on  31st 
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Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  is  contrary  to 
order  to  make  a  quotation  at  Question 
time, 

Mb.  WEDGWOOD  (NewcaBtle-under- 
Lyme):  Haa  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
t^n  steps  to  obtain  for  the  House  a 
Beport  of  the  Committee  which  recently 
sat  in  the  Transvaal  on  white  employment 
in  the  mines  1 

Mb.  CHURCHILL :  The  Report  is  on 
its  way  to  this  country,  and  while  one 
cannot  say  anything  about  A  document  in 
advance,  I  certainly  think  it  very  desir- 
able that  it  shoiud  be  brooght  to  the 
notice  of  this  House.  I  wiU  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  whether  it  can  be 
published. 

-  Colonial  Office  Becords. 

Lord  BALCARRES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  ia  the  nature  of  the  docu- 
ments removed  from  the  Colonial  Office 
for  the  destruction  of  which  authority  is 
now  being  sought  by  an  additional  rule 
nnder  40  and  41  Yic.,  c.  65,  and  61  and 
62  Vic.  c  12. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL.  The  documents 
referred  to  are  those  which  are  not  of 
sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their 
preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office. 
The  object  of  the  additional  rule  ia  to 
enable  such  documents  to  be  transferred 
to  Colonial  Governments,  if  so  desired  in 
any  case,  instead  of  bein^^destroyed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  existing  rules. 

Labour  in  the  Transvaal  Mines- 

Mb.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if,  approximately,  1,000 
white  men  are  employed  in  the  Transvaal 
mines  for  every  10,000  Chinese  employed 
there,  and  1,000  white  men  for  every 
15,000  Kaffirs  employed. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  The  last  official 
returns  —  those  from  January  —  give 
16,700  whites,  123,000  natives,  and 
33,800  Chinese.  The  proportions  sug- 
gwted  in  the  Question,  which  wouM 
give  11-580  whites,  do  not  therefore 
appear  to  be  correct.  I  may  add,  how- 
ever, that  I  was  drawn  unwittingly  into 
an  error,  in  reply  to  a  Supplementary 
Question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Graves- 
end  on  3Ut  March,  when  I  stated  that 
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Lord  Milner  had  predicted  that  1,000 
white  men  would  be  employed  for  every 
10,000  Chinese.  What  Lord  Mihier 
really  said  was  that  he  was  prepared 
to  stake  his  reputation  on  the  predictioo 
that  im  every  10,000  coloured  labouien, 
10,000  whites  including  women  and 
children  would  be  added  to  the  popula- 
tion within  three  years.  This  was  1904, 
and  although  between  the  dates  of  the 
arrival  and  the  first  departures  of  the 
Chinese  there  was  an  increase  of  87,800 
coloured  labourers,  the  populatitm  of 
Johannesburg  according  to  the  latest 
returns  has  remained  stationary. 

Dfairaln'sTriaL 

*Mr.  HERBERT  (Buokinghamshiie, 
Wycombe):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  meaning  attached  by  His 
Majesty's  Gi)vemment  to  its  acknow- 
ledged obligation  to  guarantee  Dinizula  a 
fair  trial  is  that  such  trial  shall  be  in 
accordance  with  the  elementary  principles 
of  justice ;  whether  evidence  collected  in 
Zmuland  by  the  Natal  Government,  which 
is  the  prosecutor,  is  being  adduced  against 
Diniziuu,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
Natal  Government  precludes  the  adviaen 
of  Dinizulu  from  all  possibility  of  testing 
this  evidence  by  cross-examination  by 
prohibiting  them  from  collecting  any 
evidence  in  Zululand;  and  whether  His 
Majesty's  Government,  in  dealing  with 
this  matter,  has  appreciated  the  fact  that 
evidence  which  is  false  or  inaooorate  may 
be  relevant  and  admissible. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  Dinizulu  is  not 
yet  committed  for  trial,  but  the  Natal 
Government  have  promised  to  give  the 
defence  the  usual  opportunities  of  obtain- 
ing evidence  before  the  trial  comes  on. 
The  English  law  of  evidence  has  been 
applied  to  Natal  by  statute,  and  it  will 
be  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Colony 
which  will  try  the  case  to  weigh  the 
value  of  the  evidence  produced. 

*Mb.  HERBERT:  Would  it  not  be 
open  to  the  prosecution  at  the  trial  to 
refer  witnesses  to  the  depoaitiooB  they 
have  made  at  the  preliminary  examina- 
tion, to  caution  them  to  be  careful,  and 
in  effect  to  threaten  them  with  prosecution 
for  perjury  if  the^  do  not  swear  up 
to  the  evidence  m  their  depositions 
which  it  has  been  imposeable  to  test  by 
CT088-ezaminati(mf   <i  by  vjOOgiC 
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Me.  CHURCHILL  :  I  could  not  say 
without  notice  vhat  actually  will  be  the 
procedure  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  Natal, 
but  I  think  it  fair  to  assume  that  it 
will  be  fully  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  and  traditions  of  justice,  and  if 
injustices  or  improprieties  have  been  com- 
mitted  at  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
proceedings,  these  injustices  or  impro- 
prieties will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
prisoner. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  at  the  proceedings 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Natal  on 
the  2nd  instant,  Mr.  Renaud,  counsel  for 
Dinizuln,  applied  for  an  interdict  restrain- 
ing the  magistrate  from  continuing  the 
preliminary  examination  and  alleged 
grave  irregularities,  such  as  terrorising 
the  witnesses  and  other  scandalous 
conduct ;  and  whether  the  Colonial 
Office  authorities  keep  themselves  fully 
informed  as  to  the  course  of  proceedings 
in  the  trial  of  this  natire  ohienain. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL;  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  as  yet  received  no  official 
information  as  '  to  the  proceedings 
mentioned.  The  Press  telegram  states 
thai  the  Supreme  Court  has  reserved 
judgment.  The  Grovemor  is  keeping  the 
Secretary  of  State  fully  informed  as  to 
the  course  of  the  proceedings  from  time 
to  time. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  la  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  there  is  an  intense 
feeling  iu  this  House  and  in  the  country 
generally  that  Dinizulu  should  get  a  fan* 
trial? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  am  not  only 
aware  of  it,  but  I  share  it  very  strongly 
myself. 

Jamaica  Bananas. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  recent  discussion  upon  the 
subsidy  now  paid  for  the  introduction  of 
Jamaica  bananas  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  National  Federation  of  Fruit  and 
Potato  Trades  Associations,  and  to  the 
statement  made  in  the  course  of  that 
discussion  that,  when  there  was  a  big  I 
crop  of  English  strawberries  or  othor 
home-grown  fruit,  the  supply  of  banann^^ 


did  a  great  deal  to  spoil  the  market  for 
them,  and  to  the  furtner  abatements  that 
the  banana  trade  was  the  only  branch  of 
the  fruit  trade  that  was  artificially 
propped  up,  and  that  other  branches  were 
able  to  hold  their  own  without  artificial 
aid  ;  and  whether  he  will  at  the  earliest 
moment  give  notice  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  not  to  renew  this 
artificial  aid  to  a  Colonial  industry  at 
the  expense  of  the  British  taxpayer,  and 
to  the  injury  of  competing  home 
industries. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  I  The  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  been 
called  to  the  discussion  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers ;  but  I  may  observe  that 
the  subsidy  paid  under  the  contract  of 
the  15th  of  April,  1900,  is  not  paid 
solely  on  account  of  the  carriage  of 
bananas,  but  also  secures  a  direct  service 
of  mail  and  passenger  steamers  and  that 
only  one  hiJf  is  paid  by  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  remaining  half  being  paid 
by  Jamaica.  The  contract  has  been  laid 
before  Parliament  as  Cd.  Paper  175  of 
1900. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) asked  if  it  was  not  the  case  that 
the  importation  of  these  bananas  furnished 
cheap  and  nutritious  food  for  the  people. 

Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) 
asked  if  it  was  not  a  fact  that  nearly  all 
the  Jamaica  bananas  came  from  South 
America. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Persian  Customs  Service. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  has  any  official  information 
to  the  effect  that  the  Persian  Govern- 
ment either  contemplate,  or  actually  are, 
replacii^  the  Belgians  now  in  the  Perrian 
Customs  service  by  Germans. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  nothing  to  add  to  the  Answer 
which  he  returned  to  the  Question  asked 
by  the  hon.  Member  on  this  subject  on 
the  1st  instant. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD;  U  the  hon. 
Gt^riit'.cman  awar&  tliat.  thu  iVii'j'Win  i^ri  l.-t 
March  waa  to  tiW[K|M  #4liUl«  A^duuaii 
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GoTomment  did  not  wish  to  have 
Gennans  in  the  Persiaii  service  1 

BfB.  RUKCOCAX:  Yes  Bir,  I  answeied 
the  QaeBtion  myself. 

The  Arrest  of  Hr.  Lnxenhnrg. 
Mb.  LAIDLAW  (ReDfrewahire.  E.); 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  obtained 
from  the  Russian  Gk)venmient  any  reason 
for  their  arresting  Mr.  Luxenburg. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  The  charge  on 
which  Mr.  Luxenburg  was  arrested  was 
that  of  revolutionary  propaganda.  The 
Russian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  has 
promised  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  in 
St.  Petersburg  further  details  in  regard 
to  the  case,  and>  in  response  to  an 
inquiry  made  yesterday  by  Sir  Arthur 
Nicholson,  will  endeavour  to  hasten  the 
communication  of  further  information. 

Sir  WILLIAM  BULL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  from 
the  Eussian  Government  any  evidence  or 
statement  justifying  or  purporting  to 
justify  Mr.  Luxenburg'a  arrest. 

Mr,  RUNCIMAN  :  I  beg  to  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  Auswer  I  have  just 
siTen  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Eastern 
Renfrew. 

Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill- 
Sir  WILLIAM  BUIJL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  be  wiU  enumerate  the 
chambers  of  rammerce,  mercantile  asso- 
ciations, and  similar  bodies  which  have 
memorialised  the  Department  against  the 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  to  date. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  I  beg  also  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Depigment  how  many  deputations  have 
waited  upon  him  in  opposition  to  the 
Mines  (Mght  Houra)  Bill ;  what  indus- 
tries they  represented ;  what  was  the 
amount  of  capital  involved ;  and  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  repre- 
sented industries. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.)  :  I  received  a 
deputation  from  the  Mining  Association 


[ONS}  Qudstion$.  956 

of  Great  Britain  in  January,  and  I  have 
since  received  four  other  large  dejHita- 
tions  consisting  of  bodies  most  of  which 
were  in  opposition  to  a  bank  to  buik 
eight  hours  Bill.  Besides  the  Mining 
Association  of  Great  Britain,  thirteen 
associations  concerned  in  the  manufao- 
turing  and  transport  industries  of  the 
country,  and  a  large  number  of  chambers 
of  commerce  were  represented.  The 
amount  ^of  capital  and  employment 
represented  by  these  deputations  was 
very  great,  but  I  cannot  undertake  to 
calculate  it.  I  have  also  received 
numerous  memorials  and  resolutions 
in  writing,  but  there  would  be  no 
advantage  in  the  lengthy  enumeratioD  of 
these,  as  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  all  large  consumers  of  coal  are 
opposed  to  any  measure  whidi  they  tJiink 
would  bring  about  a  material  and  per- 
manent increase  in  price.  It  will  bo 
for  Parliament  to  decide  whether  such  an 
increase  is  probable  or  possible. 

Punishment  of  the  Lash. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  asked  the 
Home  Secretary  whether  his  attration 
had  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Justice  Lawrence  sentenced  at  the  Assizes 
at  Cardiff,  last  week,  no  fewer  than 
eleven  persons  to  the  punishment  of  the 
lash,  in  addition  to  terms  of  imprisonment ; 
whether  any  of  the  floggings  had  been 
inflicted ;  and  whether  the  sentences 
would  be  considered  by  the  Home  Office, 
with  a  view  to  the  remission  or  reducticm 
of  the  punishment,  puticularly  in  view 
of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act  which  would 
come  into  operation  in  a  few  days,  and 
also  that  these  punishments  were  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Judge  and  were  not  fixed 
by  law. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  making  my- 
self acquainted  with  the  cirenmstances, 
beyond  the  fact  that  the  offences  of  whieh 

these  men  were  convicted  were  offences 
of  robbery  with  violence.  The  sentences 
were  passed  by  a  most  careful  and  humane 
Judge,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  think  there 
ia  any  ground  for  interference. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  But  i! 
these  flo|;gings  have  not  been  inflicted, 
and  in  view  of  the  Act  shortly  to  come 
into  force,  does  the  right  hon.  Gendeman 
decline  to  revieWj  the  ^eJiteticw^iC 
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Mi.  GLADSTONE:  I  see  no  gDund 
for  interfering. 

♦Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford) :  Is  not  the  tendency  of  barbarous 
punishments  to  cause  barbarity  f 

Hr.  St^EAKBR:  Order,  ordsr;  that 
is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL;  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemau  decline  to  inquire 
into  the  inflictian  of  these  savage  punish- 
ments t 

Mr.  GLADSTONE.  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  what  I  have  said. 

OtBtle  Street  Disaater. 

Lord  R.  CEOIL  (Maryleboae,  K.): 
May  I  ask  the  Home  Secretary  if  he  can 
give  the  House  any  information  about 
the  terrible  accident  this  morning  in 
Castle  Street  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  regret  I  cannot 
give  the  noble  Lord  any  details  at  present. 

Lead  Poisoning  Boles. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  any  representatives  nave 
been  nominated  by  the  potters'  operatives 
to  serve  on  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  the  new  lead  poisoning  rules. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  matter  is 
still  under  consideration. 

Licensing  Bill 
Mr.  sears  (Cheltenham)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  wilt  say  what  number 
of  licences  would  be  ukely  to  lapse 
annually  under  the  Gbvemment  Licensing 
Bill ;  how  this  compares  with  tho  number 
of  licence!  annually  transferred  from  one 
licence-holder  to  another,  and  new 
licences  granted  during  the  years  1900  to 
1906;  what  number  of  licences  were 
transferred  or  granted  to  new  applicants ; 
and  whether  preference  could  be  given 
under  the  Bill  in  the  case  of  transfers  and 
new  licences  to  those  whose  licences 
would  lapse  under  that  measure. 

*M[L  GLADSTONE :  If  the  estimate 
of  the  probable  reduction  under  the  Bill, 
jiz.,  some  30,000  or  32.000  licences  is 


correct,  and  if  the  reduction  is  distributed 
evenly  over  a  period  of  fourteen  years, 
the  annual  reduction  would  be  between 
2,100  and  2,300.  I  have  no  information 
at  prefient  as  to  the  number  of  transfers 
effected  annually.  The  annual  average  of 
new  licences  granted  in  the  years  1900  to 
1907  was  about  140,  but  only  fifty-nine 
in  the  last  three  years.  The  chances  of  a 
licence-holder  who  has  been  diqtlaced  by 
the  extinction  of  his  licence  obtaining 
another  licence  by  transfer  or  new  grant 
must  depend  entirely  on  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  and  the  discretion  of  the 
licensing  authority.  It  is  not  p)B3ible 
to  give  by  statute  a  preference  to  any 
such  licence-hokier. 

Transfer  of  LteenceB. 

Mb.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  transfers  of  licences  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquor  for  the  latest  year 
for  which  figures  are  available  in  the 
cities  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and 
Bristol,  respectively ;  and  whether  any 
estimate  has  been  framed  or  can  be 
framed  of  the  total  number  of  transfers 
annually  in  England  and  Wales. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  not  the 
particulars  for  which  my  hon.  friend  asks 
either  as  regards  the  places  named,  or  as 
regu?ds  the  country  at  large ;  but  I  will 
consider  whether  any  information  can  be 
obtained. 

Wheat  Price  Returns. 

Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood); 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  the  average  price  of 
wheat  per  quarter  for  each  year,  as 
returned  on  page  273  of  the  Statistical 
Abstract  for  the  United  Kingdom,  is 
obtained  by  adding  together  the  average 
price  for  e  ich  of  the  twelve  months  and 
dividing  the  total  by  twelve,  without 
regard  to  the  quantities  of  wheat  sold  at 
each  price ;  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  to 
substitute  for  the  average  of  averages 
thus  obtained  an  average  arrived  at  by 
dividing  the  total  sum  paid  for  the  wheat 
of  the  year  b^  the  total  number  of 
quarters  for  which  it  was  paid,  or  can  he 
substitute  in  any  other  way  a  more 
accurate  average  of  the  year's  price  than 
that  now  given  as  affecting  to  be  such ; 
is  the  same  system  of  arriving  at  a  so- 
called  average  adop^,^ 
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Trade  and  Guatonu  Returns ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  take  steps  to  alter  it  and  so  to 
provide  more  accurate  statistica. 

The  PBESIDEKT  of  thb  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd- Georqe,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  The  average  price  of  wheat 
per  quarter  for  each  year  published  in 
the  Statistical  Abstract  is  not  calculated 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
in  the  way  suggested,  but  by  adding 
together  the  weekly  averages  of  the 
weeks  included  in  each  year,  and  dividing 
the  total  by  the  number  of  weeks  in  each 
year.  This  method  of  calculation  is  laid 
down  by  the  Com  Returns  Act,  1882, 
under  wnioh  Act  the  records  of  sales  are 
obtained,  and  it  cannot  be  varied  without 
l^slation.  Generally  speaking,  the 
Answer  to  the  last  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BOWLES:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  the  possibility  of 
inserting  in  the  abstract  a  note  explaining 
the  rules  on  which  the  averages  are 
arrived  at  1 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Then  is  a 
Committee  considerii^  the  whole  matter, 
and  I  will  refer  that  point  to  it. 

PzlceB  of  Imported  Articles. 
Mb.  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  average  prices  of  imported  articles, 
fpyem  on  page  228  of  the  Statistical 
Abstract  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are 
arrived  at  by  reference  to  the  prices 
at  which  the  articles  are  actually  sold, 
or  by  a  calculation  based  on  returns 
made  by  importers  of  their  opinion  of 
the  value  of  the  article  at  the  time  of  its 
importation  ;  if  the  latter,  is  he  aware 
that  there  is  often  a  difference  between 
the  opinion  of  the  value  entertained 
by  the  importer  at  the  time,  of  import 
and  the  actual  price  realised  at  the  time 
of  sale  ;  will  he  in  future  refrain  altogether 
from  giving  returns  of  opinions  as  returns 
of  prices ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to 
ascertain  whether  it  is  possible  to  sub- 
stitute for  them  returns  of  the  actual 
{nices  at  which  the  articles  in  question 
chan^  hands. 

I  ■ 

Me.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  The  average 
values  in  question  are  calculated  from 
total  quantities  imported  and  the 


total  values  declared  by  importers. 
The  values  which  importers  are  required 
to  give  on  Customs  entries  are,  in  the 
case  of  goods  invoiced  at  a  quoted  price, 
the  prime  cost  with  the  freight  and 
insurance  added ;  In  the  case  of  goods 
consigned  for  sale,  the  latest  sale  value 
of  such  goods.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
take  any  steps  to  alter  these  require- 
ments. 

Strike  Frerantioa  in  Guiada. 

TiscooHT  HELM8LEY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
an  Act  passed  by  the  Federal  Parliament 
of  Canada  in  1907,  dealing  with  the  pre- 
vention of  strikes  ;  whether  he  can  state 
in  how  many  cases  the  Act  has  been  put 
into  force,  and  with  what  results ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisalality 
of  introducing  similar  legislation  for 
this  countiy. 

Mk.  LLOYD-GBORGE  :  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  this  Act.  It 
relates  primarily  to  mines  and  industries 
connected  with  public  utilities,  but  dis- 
putes arising  in  other  indnstiies  or  trades 
may  be  brought  under  its  provisions  by 
agreement  of  the  parties  concerned. 
The  Act  came  into  force  on  22nd  March, 
1907,  and  from  that  date  up  to  15th 
February,  1908,  twenty-eight  cases  affect- 
ing mines  and  public  utilities  had  been 
dealt  with  imder  its  provisions  in  addi- 
tion to  one  case  referred  by  consent. 
In  twenty-eight  of  the  cases,  strikes  were 
either  averted  or  ended,  while  in  the 
remaining  case  the  application  of  the 
Act  failed  to  avert  a  strike.  I  have  much 
sympathy  with  legislation  with  the 
object  of  strengthening  the  powers  of 
the  Board  of  '^ade  to  deal  with  this 
class  of  disputes.  The  importance  of  tiie 
Canadian  Act  1mm  not  escaped  my  atten- 
tion and  its  operation  will  be  carefully 
watched. 

Oensus  of  Production  Act. 

Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  can  inform  the  House  what 
progress  has  been  made  in  collecting 
the  material  required  by  the  Census 
of  Production  Act ;  whether  he  has  any 
hopes  of  being  able  to  present  compara- 
tive statistics  of  aimilarv^a^uotiou  ia 
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selected  foteign  conntries;  and  when 
the  first  oenaus  ig  likely  to  be  completed. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  The  only 
inquiry  schedules  at  present  issued  are 
those  relating  to  coal  and  ironstone 
mining.  Other  Schedules  will  be  issued 
shortly,  and  it  is  hoped  that  practically 
the  whole  of  the  Returns  to  be  made 
under  the  Act  will  be  received  by  the 
autninn.  It  is  impossible  to  say  definitely 
at  present  how  soon  it  may  be  possible 
to  publish  preliminary  results  of  the 
inquiry.  As  regards  comparisons  with 
foreign  countries,  I  have  at  present 
nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  that  I  gave 
to  my  hott.  friend  on  3rd  July,  last. 

Company  Voting  Proxies. 
Mb.  watt  (Glasgow,  GoUege):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  abuse  by  directors  of  com- 
panies, and  especially  of  unsuccessful 
cwmpanies,  of  the  power  of  proxy ;  and 
if  so,  will  he  introduce  legislation  either 
limiting  or  abrogatmg  that  power. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  The  power 
of  voting  by  proxy  has  been  recognised 
by  the  Companies  Acts  since  the  first 
Act  of  1862,  and,  as  at  present  advised, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  introduce  legisla- 
ti<m  to  abrogate  that  power.  There 
have,  doubtless,  been  cases  from  time  to 
time  where  the  power  has  been  abused, 
but,  on  the  materials  at  present  before 
me,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  a  greater 
evil  might  be  created  by  preventing 
shareholders  from  voting  on  their  own 
afiairs  unless  they  were  able  to  be  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Company. 

Imported  Hops. 

Mb.  FELL:  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  l^rade  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  shipments  of 
American  hops  which  have  arrived  and 
are  due  to  arrive  during  this  week,  and 
to  the  prices  at  which  such  hops  are 
being  sold ;  and  if,  under  the  special 
circumstuices,  he  can  prevent  the  next 
Bhi|mient  from  being  deued  throng 
the  Custom  House  until  the  Committee 
now  sitting  has  reported  on  the  action 
necessary  to  be  taken  in  the  matter. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  The  quantity 
of  hops  imported  into  the  United  King- 
dom from  the  United  States  of  America 
during  the  week,  27th  March  to  2nd 
April,  both  dates  inclusive,  amounted 
to  34,058  cwts.  I  am  informed  that 
the  latest  average  market  prices  for 
American  hops  grown  in  1907  range  from 
358.  to  42s.  per  cwt.  There  is  no  power 
to  detain  importations  of  hops  pending 
the  Report  of  the  Committm  now  in- 
quiring into  the  matter. 

Mr.  FELL :  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  Colorado  beetle  and  other 
pests  are  introduced  by  these  ships, 
could  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have 
these  hops  examined  miczoscopically  ?  J 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Australian  Tariff. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
articles  produced  in  non-British  countries 
and  finished  by  British  labour  are  ^ven 
a  preference  under  the  Australian  tariS, 
and  whether  he  can  state  the  proportion 
of  value  representing  British  labour 
which  is  required  to  be  certified  to  secure 
this  privilege. 

Me.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Exporters  of 
goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  desiring 
to  obtain  the  advantages  of  the  Aus- 
tralian preferential  tariff  are  required  to 
furnish  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  a 
substantial  portion  of  the  labour  of  the 
United  Kingdom  has  entered  into  the 
production  of  every  manufactured  article 
included  in  the  invoice  to  the  extent  of 
not  less  than  one-fourth  of  its  value  ia 
its  condition  ready  for  export.  The 
form  of  certificate  was  published  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  30th  January 
last. 

Medical  Examination  of  Engine-Drivm. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  has  considered  the  Report  of  Lieuten> 
ant  Colonel  Yorke  that  the  coUision  on 
the  London  and  North- Western  Railway 
near  Atherton  Station  was  due  to  the 
debilitated  condition  of  the  driver,  and 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  last  stage 
of  a  fatal  complai^ti  ,.^ad  .whether  ha 


943 


Quaiums. 


{COMMONS^ 


Questumg. 


intends  to  take  any  measures  to  secure 
the  more  frequent  medical  examination 
of  enjpne  drivers. 

Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  ;  I  am  already 
in  communication  with  the  principal 
railway  companies  on  the  subject  of  the 
medical  examination  of  engine-drivers, 
and  I  am  now  calling  their  special 
attention  to  Colonel  Yorke's  Report 
on  the  accident  near  Atherton. 

Mr.  WARDLE  (Stockport) :]  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  the  regulator  in  this 
case  was  stiff,  and  may  that  not  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the  accident  ? 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  Colonel 
Yorke  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  the 
state  of  the  health  of  the  engine-driver 
was  responsible  for  the  accident. 

Alleged  dnelty  br  a  Hall  Oontractor. 
Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask 

the  Postmaster-General  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
John  Dixon,  who  was  convicted  at 
Swindon  Borough  Police  Court  on  23rd 
March  of  cruelty  to  a  horse  employed  to 
draw  the  Post  Office  mails  from  Winter- 
borne  Monkton  to  Swindon ;  and  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar)  :  I  have  received  a  Report  on 
this  subject ;  but  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  say  what  steps  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter.  When  a  decision 
is  arrived  at,  I  will  communicate  with 
the  hon.  Member. 

Oomplaiat  against  a  Post  Office  Doctor. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  D.  J.  Long,  a  sorter  at  the  South- 
western District  Post  Office,  London, 
who  presented  himself  for  examination 
on  27th  February  last  to  Dr.  Brabant, 


Long  informed  that  he  must  see  the 
official  doctor  at  once ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Dr.  Carmichael  thereupon 
certified  that  Long  was  unable  to  leave 
his  room,  and  call^  in  Dr.  Charlesworth, 
who,  on  6th  March,  certified  Long  as 
suffering  from  phthisis,  and  that  on  this 
certificate  being  forwarded  by  the  post- 
master, Mr.  Carew,  to  Dr.  Brabant,  the 
latter  reported  that  Long  had  had  a 
sudden  attack  the  previous  week,  due 
to  tuberculosis,  and  that  the  diagnosis 
was  not  good  at  the  time  of  writing ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Dr.  Brabant 
neither  examined  Long  on  27th  Febraar)^ 
nor  visited  him  at  his  home,  that  Long 
complained  to  his  friends  that  Dr. 
Brabant  took  no  interest  in  him  whatever 
and  did  not  care  to  see  him,  and  that  in 
January  last  Long  was  certified  as  unfit 
for  work  by  Dr.  Carmichael,  whose 
certificate  was  not  accepted,  and  two 
days*  pay  stopped  from  Long  in  con- 
sequence, which  pay  was  recently  re- 
funded ;  whether  any  explanation  has 
been  asked  of  Dr.  Brabant  in  regard  to 
his  conduct  in  the  case ;  and  whether 
any  compensation  will  be  made  to  Long's 
parents  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  am 
making  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and 
will  communicate  the  result  to  the  hon. 
Member. 

Canadian  Edncation  Bating  Ssrstem. 

^Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (CUre. 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  if  he  will  8tat«, 
for  general  convenience,  the  system  in 
Canada  under  which  rates  are  allocated 
for  educational  purposes  to  public  and 
denominational  schools. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  MoKenna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) :  I  have  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  High  Commiasionet  of 
Canada  to  various  points  of  importance 
essential  to  an  understanding  of  the 


the  official  doctor,  who  told  him  that  there  system  of  separate  rating  which  were 


was  not  much  wrong  with  him  ;  is  he 
aware  than  on  2yth  February,  Long  was 
taken  ill,  and  that  on  2nd  March,  Dr. 
Carmichael  certified  that  Long  was 
sufiering  from  bronchial  catarrh,  and 
that  Di'.  Carmichael's  certificate  was 
refused  by  the  Post  Office  officials,  and 


not  explained  in  the  general  outline  of 
the  educational  systems  in  Canada  con- 
tained in  Vol.  IV.  of  the  Special  Reports 
on  Education^  Subjects,  published  in 
1901.  The  High  Commissioner  has 
kindly  undertaken  to  request  the  Pro- 
vincial Govem(^,^^ji®p>^l(^ti«iio 
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for  the  requisite  information  and  I  ani 
awaiting  tixis  reply.  I  hope  that  the 
fiustB  ascertained  will  raiable  me  to  lay 
a  Paper  on  the  Table  in  doe  course. 

Bromley  Education  Dispute. 
Sib  WILLIAM  BULL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Presideat  of  the  Board  of  Education 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  recent 
case  in  Bromley  where  a  man,  named 
QMHCge  Goooh,  was  summoned  for  re< 
fosing  to  send  his  daughter  to  a  non- 
provided  school  two  miles  from  his  resi- 
dence, since  he  was  not  permitted  to 
send  her  to  another  non-provided  school 
situate  within  200  yards  of  his  house; 
and  whether  steps  can  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent such  hardships,  which  arise  owing 
to  conflicts  between  neighbouring  local 
authorities. 

Mb.  McKENNA  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  referred  to.  X 
understand  that  negotiations  are  pro- 
ceeding between  the  local  education 
audiorities  for  Beckenham  and  Penge  as 
to  the  apportionment  of  the  cost  of 
educating  children  attending  schools  out- 
side the  area  in  which  they  reside.  It  is, 
in  my  opinion,  extremely  desirable  that 
the  two  authorities  should  come  to  an 
agreement,  and  the  Board  are  doit^  all 
in  their  power  to  assist  them  in  securing 
tlus  result. 

Oastle  Morton  Schoolroom. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  his  attention  has 
been  caSied  to  the  denial  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Primrose  League  meeting 
recently  held  in  the  schoolroom  of  Castle 
Morton,  Worcestershire,  that  the  vicar 
took  the  chair ;  and  also  that  lads  were 
present  or  refreshment  supplied  to 
young  persons ;  and  whether  he  would 
ascertain  the  facts. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  No,  Sir ;  my  atten- 
tion has  not  heeta  called  to  the  statement 
referred  to.  Steps  would,  of  course,  be 
taken  to  ascertain  the  facts  before  the 
Board  took  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  GOULDING:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  see  the  necessity  of  making 
inrairy  at  once  in  view  of  the  grossly 
ndonnded  attacks  which  have  been 
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made  on  the  vicar  owing  to  the  Answer 
of  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Nothing  I  have 
said  or  done  has  caused  that.  I  under- 
"itand  the  hon.  Gentleman  now  gives  the 
same  pabtitdty  to  the  denial  as  was  given 
to  iAtB  original  assertion. 

Mr.  GOULDING :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  admit  that  the  facts  were 
not  as  stated  by  the  Gentleman  who  put 
the  original  Question  I 

Mr.  McKENNA:  In  my  Answer  I 
assumed  that  they  were  true  and  I  stated 
the  position  in  regard  to  the  school 
trust. 

Ma.  MOOBE  (Armagh,  N.) :  Does  the 
right  hon.  (Jentleman  now  withdraw  his 
statement  ? 

Mb.  McKENNA  :  No,  Sir,  the  state- 
ment I  made  was  strictly  accurate. 

Mb.  LONSDALE  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentlnnan  make  further  inquiry  ? 

Mb.  McKENNA:  Nothing  I  have 
said  necessitates  that.  It  is  not  the 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  make 
such  inquiries. 

Southampton  Oatludlc  School. 

Mb.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation whether  he  is  now  prepared  to 
receive  a  deputation  from  the  local 
education  authority  of  Southampton 
with  reference  to  the  Board's  teeatment 
of  the  Catholic  secondary  school  in 
Southampton. 

Mb.  McKENNA  :  If  the  local  educa- 
tion authority  still  desire  it  I  am  pre- 
pared to  receive  a  deputation. 

Legal  Advisers  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment- 

Sib  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  he  will  state  the 

duties  performed  by  the  advising  counsel 
to  the  Board,  the  salary  attached  to  the 
post,  by  whom  it  is  now  held,  how  long 
it  has  been  held  by  the  present  occupant. 
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Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  post  of  advising 
couneel  to  the  Board  is  now  merged 
in  that  of  the  Principal  Assistant  Secre- 
tary in  chaise  of  the  Legal  Branch, 
Mr.  H.  M.  Lindsell,  C.B.,  whose  salary  is 
£1,500  per  annum.  The  duties  are  to 
advise  the  Board  on  legal  questions 
arising  in  the  course  of  their  administra- 
tion. Mr.  Lindsell  was  appointed  ad- 
vising counsel  on  29th  September,  1884. 
Mr.  Lindseirs  predecessor  was  Hr. 
Hodgson. 

Sib  EDWARD  SASSOON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  will  state  the 
duties  performed  by  the  temporary 
barristers  at  the  Board  of  Education*  the 
salaries  attached  to  such  posts,  the 
numbers  so  employed,  and  the  number 
of  appointments  made  since  January, 
1906. 

Mb.  McKENNA :  The  duties  per- 
formed by  temporary  barristers  are 
such  duties  as  may  be  allotted  to  them 
hy  the  principal  assistant  secretary  in 
charge  of  the  legal  branch.  The  salary 
payable  to  a  temporary  barrister  is 
one  guinea  per  working  day.  The  num- 
ber employed  at  present  is  six.  The 
number  appointed  since  January,  1906, 
is  seventeen. 

Training  Oolleges  and  Beligious 
Instruction. 

Lord  B.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Education,  whether  he  will  cause  in- 
quiries to  be  made  as  to  the  nimiber 
of  training  colleges  in  which  no  reli^ous 
instruction  is  given. 

Mb.  McKENNA  :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  present  moment  would  be  an  oppor- 
tune one  for  considering  a  change  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in  the 
direction  indicated. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  Does  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  think  it  of  great 
importance  in  view  of  the  educational 
proposals  of  the  Government  to  ascer- 
tain which  of  the  teachers  have  some 
religious  knowledge  and  which  have  not  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  My  predecessors 
at  the  Board  of  Education  have  never 


thought  it  desirable  to  make  such  an 
inquiry  as  the  noble  Lord  suggests. 

Siraiuea  Sdiool  Diqmte. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
what  is  now  the  position  with  regard  to 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  non- 
provided  schools  at  Swansea ;  and 
whether  the  Board  of  Education  have 
been  since  26th  August,  1907,  in  posses- 
sion of  receipts  for  the  amounts  paid 
by  the  managers  for  the  arrears  of 
salaries  under  the  agreements  since  Ut 
April,  1907. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  question  re- 
ferred to  is  now  under  consideration  by 
the  Legal  Department  of  the  Board. 
The  vouchers  forwarded  by  the  managers 
on  26th  August,  were  returned  ti  them 
on  17th  October.  Certain  receipts  sub- 
sequently sent  to  the  Board  are  still  in 
their  possesion. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :  Will  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  say  how  long  the  legal  ad- 
visers of  the  Board  are  likely  to  take ! 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  will  endeavour 
to  get  the  opinion  from  them  as  soon 
as  I  can,  but  the  matters  submitted  to 
them  are  of  extreme  difficulty. 

Edncation  Sommonsea. 
Mr.  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  members  of  the  local  education 
committees  which  issue  smnmonses  to 
parents  imder  the  Education  Acts  are 
frequently  also  members  of  the  local  bench 
of  magistrates  which  adjudicates  upon 
them ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  appeal  from  the  bench's 
decision  in  such  cases,  he  will  take  steps, 
by  legislation  or  otherwise,  to  prevait 
these  gentlemen  from  acting  in  future 
as  final  judges  in  their  own  cause. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  :    Members  of  the 
Local   Education   Committee   are  not 
'  disqualified  for  sitting,  but  it  is  very 
I  undesirable  that  they  should  act  as 

magistrates  in  cases  in  which  they  are 
1  concerned  as  members  of  the  education 
I  authority,  and   I  have  -no  reason  to 
suppose  that  they  do-80*j'-^C)g'C 
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Mr.  BOWLES  :  If  I  bring  such  a  caso 
to  the  notice  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  will  he  inquire  ? 

SiE  W.  ROBSON  :  Certainly. 

Sunday  Entertainments  in  Clnbs. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  if  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  certain 
Liberal  and  Radical  Clubs  are  in  the  habit 
of  giving  dramatic,  variety,  and  other 
entertainments  on  Sunday  mornings  and 
evenings ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  recommend  prosecutions 
in  such  cases. 

SieW. ROBSON;  No, Sir. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :Will 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
endeavour  to  use  his  influence  with  his 
colleagues  who  hold  official  positions  in 
these  clubs  with  a  view  to  removing, 
if  possible,  a  scandal  which  has  found  its 
way  into  the  newspapers  ? 

Sir  W.  ROBSON :  I  do  not  know  the 
colle^ues  to  whom  the  noble  Lord 
alludes;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  my 
influence  would  be  effective  in  the  matter 
at  all. 

Oivil  Service  Estimates. 
Sir  WILLIAM  BULL ;  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  has 
been  the  cause  of  delay  in  circulating 
his  Memorandum  on  the  Civil .  Service 
Estimates. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  Memorandum , 
was  circulated  on  the  1st  instant.  I ' 
regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members  at  an 
earlier  date,  but  I  cannot  admit,  in  view 
of  the  dates,  on  which  the  Memorandum 
has  been  circulated  in  previous  years, 
that  there  has  been  any  unusual  delay. 

Boyal  London  Friendly  Society. 

Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds,  E.) :  To  ask^ 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  whether! 
he  is  aware  of  the  attempt  now  being 
made  by  the  committee  of  management 
of  the  Royal  London  Friendly  Society 
to  convert  the  society  into  a  mutual 
inauranpe  society  under  the  Companies; 
Acts ;  and,  having  regard  to  the  methods  | 


recently  employed  by  the  committee  of 
management  in  the  conduct  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  society  held  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall,  London,  on  25th  February 
of  this  year,  he  will  instruct  the  Registrar 
General  to  take  action  as  provided  in 
Section  76  of  the  Friendly  Societies  Act, 
1896,  in  the  event  of  the  committee  of 
management  of  the  said  society  deciding 
to  call  further  conversion  meetii^. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  Chief  RegU- 
trar  of  Friendly  Societies  informs  me  that 
he  has  no  information  on  the  subjects 
raised  in  the  hon.  Member's  question. 
No  application  has  been  made  to  him 
under  Section  76  of  the  Friendly  Societies 
Act,  1896,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
section  do  not  come  into  force  until  such 
application  is  made. 

Collecting  Friendly  Societies. 

Mr.  O'GRADY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  there  is  a  tendency  for  some 
of  the  committees  of  management  of 
the  collecting  friendly  societies  to  con- 
vert those  institutions  into  proprietary 
or  mutual  (Companies ;  and,  having 
regard  to  the  injury  such  conversions 
would  cause  to  the  interests  of  the 
members,  as  Well  as  being  subversive  of 
their  rights,  whether  he  will  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
whole  question  of  the  collecting  friendly 
societies  with  a  view  to  recommending 
Amendments  of  the  Friendly  Societies 
Acts. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  I  understand  that 
the  Liverpool  Victoria  Legal  Friendly 
Society  has  established  a  subsidiary 
company  to  carry  on  the  business  which 
under  the  Friendly  Societies  and  Col- 
lecting Societies  Acts  it  cannot  perform 
itself.  The  society,  however,  stUl  exists 
in  its  original  form.  With  this  excep- 
tion, if  this  can  be  called  an  exception, 
the  Chief  Registrar  informs  rae  that  he 
has  no  knowledge  of  the  tendency  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  alludes,  nor  is 
he  aware  that  the  tendency,  if  it  did 
exist,  would  cause  injury  to  the  interests 
of  the  members  or  would  be  subversive 
of  their  rights.  But  in  any  case  he 
regards  his  existing  powers  as  fully  suffi- 
cient to  enable  bun  to  deal  with  any 
flanger  that  may  arise  fmm  this  Source. 
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In  these  ciicumstances  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  need  to  af^int  a  Committee. 

Clyde  Herring  Fishing. 

Mr.  WATT:  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  if  he  will  state 
when  a  full  inquiry  was  last  held 
as  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage 
nf  the  use  of  l^e  seine  net  to  the  herrirg 
fishing  in  the  Clyde  ;  and  what  evidence 
he  requires  before  authorising  a  farther 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  present  state 
of  the  case,  and  into  the  opinion  of  tie 
fisherman  on  the  question. 

The  secretary  tor  SCOTLAND 
{Mi,  Sinclair,  Forfarshire);  The  last 
formal  inquiry  into  questions  afiecting 
the  herring  fishery  in  the  Clyde  area  was 
held  in  December,  1902,  but  since  then 
investigations  have  been  conducted  in 
connection  therewith,  and  the  local  fishery 
offers  have  also  furnished  reports  there- 
on from  time  to  time.  A  lengthy  Re- 
port on  the  subject  by  the  Scientific 
Superintendent  is  contained  in  Part  III. 
of  the  Board's  Report  for  1906,  but  the 
investigations  have  not  yet  been  con- 
cluded, and,  pending  their  conclusion, 
no  good  purpose  would  be  served  by 
holding  another  inquiry,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  fact  tiutt  there  is  a  sharp 
conflict  of  opinion  among  those  in- 
terested in  the  matter  on  the  various 
points  involved. 

Oaae  of  Alexander  0.  Borowb.  DaUln 
Stoekhroker. 

Mb.  MULDOON  (Wicklow,  E.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  whether  Alexander  C.  Burrows, 
lately  a  stockbroker  in  Dublin,  had 
been  accused  of  misappropriating  a  large 
sum  of  money ;  whether  a  warrant  was 
out  for  his  arrest ;  what  is  the  charge 
made  against  him  in  the  warranty  and 
when  it  was  issued  ;  when  was  Burrows 
last  Been  in  Dublin ;  and  when  the 
pDlice  hope  to  bring  the  accused  to  trial. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Chbrry,  Liverpool, 
Exchange) :  In  1906  several  warrants 

were  issued  against  Alexander  C.  Bur- 
rows for  misappropriating  sums  of 
money  amounting  in  all  to  over  £5,0!~0. 
The  first  of  these  warrants  was  issued 


on  6th  October,  1906,  that  is,  three  da}% 
after  Barrows  was  last  seen  in  Dnblui. 
The  police  have  made  every  efEort  to 
trace  tiie  accused,  but  so  far  without 
effect. 

Woodford  Ualicions  Bnniing  Olaim. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  'Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  t^at  a  man  named 
Michael  Mahon.  Woodford,  County  Gal- 
way, applied  for  £20  compensation  for 
alleged  malicious  burning  of  his  house, 
that  the  claim  included  an  item  of  four 
£1  notes  which  he  swore  were  in  a  tin 
box  and  burned,  and  that  the  police 
proved  that  the  paper  burned  was  a 
piece  of  foolscap,  upon  which  the  case 
was  dismissed  by  the  County  Court 
Judge  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Ibhon 
appealed  to  a  Judge  of  Assize,  and 
swore  that  a  few  nights  before  the  appeal 
was  heard,  a  threatening  notice  had  been 
posted  upon  his  door,  having  a  picture 
of  a  co£^  upon  it,  and  stating  that  if 
he  went  to  assize  he  would  be  doomed  ; 
whether  the  police  proved  that  the 
notice  was  written  by  Mahon  himself ; 
and  what  action  the  Crown  intend  to 
take  in  the  matter,  and,  if  any,  will  it 
be  taken  immediately  leat  he  may 
evade  a  prosecution. 

Mr.  CHERRY  :  The  facts  of  the  case 
referred  to  in  the  Question  as  reported  to 
me  are  as  follows : — Mahon  applied  for 
£20  compensation  for  the  malicious 
burning  of  his  house  on  the  night  of 
9th  September,  1907.  The  claim  in- 
cluded an  item  of  £4  for  four  £1  notes 
which  he  swore  were  in  a  tin  box  in  the 
house  and  were  burned.  The  police 
secured  the  tin  box  in  which  were  the 
burned  ashes  of  ^aper,  but  were  unable 
to  form  any  opinion  u  to  what  kind  of 
paper  the  ashes  originally  were.  The 
claim  was  dismissed  by  the  County 
Court  Judge.  Mahon  appealed  to  the 
Judge  of  Assize,  and  on  the  hearing  of 
the  appeal  swore  that  he  had  found  a 
threatening  notice  on  a  window  sill  out- 
side the  house.  Evidence  was  ^ven 
on  behalf  of  the  police  to  show  that 
this  notice  was  prepared  in  the  house. 
The  decision  of  the  County  Court  JiKtge 
was  affirmed  by  the  Judge  of  Assize. 
The  Crown  do  not  pronose  to  take  any 
action  in  the  mattered  byVjOOglC 
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Mb.  JOHN  ROCHE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney- General  for  Ireland  whether 
Michael  Mahon  has  eluded  justice  hj 
leaving  the  country. 

h 

Me.  cherry  :  I  am  informed  that 
Michael  Mahon  sailed  for  America  from 
Queenstown  on  26th  March  last. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE :  And  you  let 
him  go. 

Sing's  PlatM  for  Irish  Horse  Baces. 

Mb.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
he  is  aware  that  a  sum  of  £1,563  appears 
in  the  Estimates  (Class  7,  Miscellaneous) 
to  be  devoted  to  prizes  for  horse  races  in 
Ireland ;  whether  any  other  sums  for 
racing  prizes  are  included  in  any  of  the 
Estimates  ;  and  whether  opportunity  will 
be  afiorded  of  challenging  any  of  these 
items. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  ;  The  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  to  the  second  in  the  negative. 
This  item  can  be  discussed  lil»  any  other 
in  the  Estimates. 

The  Kingstown  Pier  Dispute. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Newry)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
in  view  of  the^  action  now  pending  as 
to  ihe  right  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  to  use  the 
C^lisle  Pier,  Kingstown,  he  will,  until 
a  decision  has  been  given,  restrict  the 
use  of  Kingstown  Harbour  by  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company 
to  the  Victoria  Wharf ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  London  and  North- 
Westem  Railway  Company  have  already 
used  this  wharf  for  berthing  their  steamers 
with  perfect  safety  and  convenience  ; 
and  whether  he  is'aware  that  the  Victoria 
Wharf  has  been  used  for  a  considerable 
time  past  by  the  line  of  steamers  plying 
between  Kingstown  and  the  Isle  of 
Han,  to  whom  permission  was  refused  to 
use  the  Carlisle  Pier. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  :  I  understand  that 
the  Victoria  Wharf  is  connected  with  the 
railway  only  by  a  single-line  siding, 
inconveniently  situated  to  the  main 
line.  There  is  no  platform  accommoda- 
tion at  the  wharf,  nor  adequate  means 


of  shelter  for  passengers ;  and  no  proper 
facilities  for  transferring  passengers  and 
mails  between  trains  ana  steamers.  It 
is  the  case  that  the  London]  and]  North 
Western  Railway  Company  have  been 
obliged  to  use  this  wharf  recently,  but 
only  as  a  lie-by  berth  when  owing  to  the 
deliberate  obstruction  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company  no  berth 
at  Carlisle  Pier  was  available.  The 
weather  fortunately  has  been  favourable, 
but  in  certain  conditions  the  use  of  the 
wharf  even  for  this  purpose  might  be 
attended  by  grave  risk  as  well  as  incon- 
venience. In  some  conditions  of  weather 
it  is  difficult  and  dangerous  to  approach 
the  wharf ;  in  other  conditions  it  is  un> 
safe  to  lie  at  it,  and  in  yet  other  condi- 
tions it  is  difiKcult,  if  not  impossibk,  to 
get  away  from  it.  The  statements  cotf- 
tained  in  the  last  part  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question  do  not  accurately  repre- 
sent the  facts.  Formerly,  excursion 
steamers,  belonging  to  the  Isle  of  Man 
Company,  used  occasionally  to  visit 
the  wharf,  but  this  was  found  to  be  so 
inconvenient  that  the  Company  applied 
for  permission  to  use  the  Carlisle  Pier. 
When  this  application  was  refused  they 
ceased  to  use  the  port  at  all  and  their 
steamers  now  always  run  to  the  North 
Wall. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  asked  why, 
if  approach  to  the  Victoria  Wharf  was 
so  risky,  the  late  Queen  Victoria  and 
the  King  were  able  to  get  ashore  there 
on  theii  viuts  to  Ireland  1 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  said  these  were 
isolated  cases  of  the  use  of  the  wharf 
under  favourable  conditions.  His 
answer  referred  to  tiie  daily  use. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dnblm  County,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
whether,  before  the  Government  granted 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  permission  to  use  the  Govern- 
ment harbour  at  Kingstown  for  its 
passenger  steamers  at  a  nominal  charge, 
they  were  aware  that  the  reason  why 
Parliament  in  1902  decided  that  the 
company  should  pay  the  chaises  now 
fixed  for  all  steamers  alike,  was  that  it  had 
been  proved  before  Committees  of  the 
two  Houses,  that  the  company  had 
reduced  to  little  or  notluikg^  agister 
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tonnage  of  its  vesBels  by  using  for  that 
purpose  the  peculiai  measurement  rules 
then  in  force  ;  whether  diey  were  aware 
that  lately  to  accommodate  this  com- 
pany the  Dublin  Harbour  authority 
had  expended  large  sums  of  money  in 
dock  works ;  and,  if  the  Government 
were  not  aware  of  those  facts,  if  they 
will  now  cancel  the  arrangement  by 
which  the  free  use  of  Kingstown  Harbour 
is  given  to  the  company  at  the  expense 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Port  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  two  Questions  is  in  the  negative. 
With  regard  to  the  last  Question  I  see 
no  reason  for  canclslling  the  permission 
given  to  the  London 'wid  North  Western 
Railway  Company,  witich  has  been 
'granted  in  the  int«reBts  oi  the  public. 

Me.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to»^k  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with  rt^rence 
to  the  permission  given  to  the  Lbfidon 
and  North  Western  Railway  Com^ny 
to  use  the  Government  harbour  a* 
Kingstown  for  their  passenger  steamers-^ 
at  a  nominal  charge,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  1902  Parliament,  by  the  Dublin 
Port  and  Docks  Board  Act  of  that  year, 
decided  that  the  company  sh.ould  in 
future  pay  the  charge  on  it^  steamers 
now  fixed  by  the  Dublin  Harbour  author- 
ity ;  whether  the  Government,  by  now 
allowing  the  company  to  use  Kingstown 
Harbour  practically  free  of  charge,  are 
enabling  it  to  evade  compliance  with 
the  decision  of  Parliament ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  there  is  any  precedent  for  such 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  The  Act  of  1902 
does  not  refer  specifically  to  the  duea 
payable  by  the  passenger  steamers  of 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company.  In  any  case  the  Act  only 
affects  steamers  that  enter  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks 
Board.  Section  70  of  the  Act  provides 
that  nothing  in  the  Act  shall  render 
it  obligatory  on  the  Commissioners  of 
Kingstown  Harbour  to  levy  any  rates  or 
dues  on,  amongst  other  classes,  vessels 
carrying  His  Majesty's  mails,  and  vessels 
engaged  exclusively  in  passenger  traffic. 
The  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
steamers  now  running  between  Kingstown 
and  Holyhead  co:no  under  hoth  of  t!:<!:ie 


categories.  The  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  enjoyed  the 
same  fadlities  at  Kingstown  BDarbour  as 
have  lately  been  given  to  them  in  respect 
of  the  landii^  and  embarking  of  pas- 
sengers at  the  Carlisle  Pier,  during  the 
years  1859,  1860,  and  part  of  1861.  The 
dues  then  paid  were  ba.  per  trip  per 
steamer.  In  those  years  the  Company 
ran  a  daily  service  of  express  steamers 
between  the  Carlisle  Pier  and  Holyhead. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  if  he 
will  explain  why  the  London  and  North 
Western^  Railway  Company  has  been 
given  permission  to  use  (^rlisle  Pier, 
Kingstown,  at  a  nominal  charge  for  their 
passenger  steamers ;  and  what  is  the 
estimated  yearly  gain  to  the  company 
by  reason  of  this  permission,  which 
involves  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  harbour 
authority. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  :  As  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin,  the  permission  was  given  to  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway 
/Company  in  the  interests  of  the  travelling 
pu'blic.  I  have  no  information  as  regards 
the'  last  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tions 

Mr.\  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  aik  the 

Secretaw  to  the  Treasury  whether  the 
nominal  qjliarge  of  5s.  per  trip  for  the  use 
of  the  CMflisle  Pier,  Kingstown,  by  the 
steamers  oK  London  and  North 
Western  RailV^ay  Company  is  the  sole 

consideration  t  Hft*^*^^       »  *''^» 
what  other  con^£4  ^on  has  been  given 
or  promised  by  tfev^pany. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  {  The  dues  charged 
for  the  use  of  the  pi^'r  and  certain  other 
expenses  which  will  be  incurred  by  the 
Commissioners  of  I^'^gstown  Harbour 
are  the  only  consideration  paid  by  the 
London  and  North  ^  Western  Railway 
Company.  ^ 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  be^;  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  ^'ith  reference  to 
the  permission  given  to  o  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  tCompany  to  use 
Carlisle  Pier,  Kingstowni-.  for  their  pas- 
senger steamers  at  a  f  merely  nominal 
charge,  whether  he  is  fliware  that  the 
reason  given  by  Lord  SP -albridge,  chair- 
man of  the  company,,  ftrJT  seeing  such 
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permission  was  to  evade  the  payment 
of  the  dues  fixed  by  the  Dublin  Port  and 
Docks  Board  £or  all  such  steamers 
equally;  whether  the  gain  to  the  com- 
pany by  the  concesaon  made  by  the 
Treasury  mil  amount  to  several  thou- 
sands of  pounds  a  year ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  there  is  any  precedent  for 
Government  action  invoiving  the  depri- 
vation of  a  harbour  authority  of  revenue 
for  the  benefit  of  a  railway  or  other 
company. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  reasons  which  influenced 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  to  transfer  part  of  their  pas- 
senger service  to  Kingstown,  or  as  to  the 
saving  which  is  effected  by  the  transfer  ; 
but  I  understand  that  legal  proceedings 
are  pending  between  the  Dublin  Port 
and  Docks  Board  and  the  company  with 
regard  to  the  rates  changed  at  Dublin. 
As  regards  the  latter  part  of  the  Question 
I  cannot  say  whether  any  similar  case 
has  occurred  elsewhere ;  but  I  may 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  special 
provisions  were  inserted  in  the  Dublin 
Port  and  Docks  Act  of  1902,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks 
Board*  concerning  the  dues  chargeable 
on  passenger  vessels  at  Kingstown. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
will  cause  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  forthwith  aU  correspondence 
that  has  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  use 
of  the  Carlisle  Pier,  Kingstown,  by  vessels 
other  than  the  mail  steamers,  between 
the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works,  the  Commissioners  of 
Kingstown  Harbour,  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company,  the 
City  of  Dublin  Steam  Paclret  Company, 
and  any  other  steamboat  company,  or 
any  individual  or  individoals,  or  Govern- 
ment Department,  between  Ist  January, 
1907,  and  the  present  date  ;  and  whether 
he  will  now  publish  all  the  correspondence 
and  papers  dealing  with  the  agreement 
come  to  in  1898,  when  it  was  agreed  by 
the  Treasury  to  pay  £6,500  per  annum 
lot  the  acceleration  of  the  day  mail  ser- 
vice, and  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  altered  arrangements  now  made 
between  the  Treasury  or  the  Post  Office 
and  the  Loudon  and  North  Western 
Company. 


Mb.  RUNCIMAN  :  As  I  have  already 
stated  I  am  considering  what  Papers  can 
be  laid. 

Irish  Primary  Bdncation  Grant. 

Ma.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  increased  grant  to  be 
made  in  connection  with  Irish  primary 
education  ;  if  this  money  Is  to  be  allocated 
by  the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion in  pursuance  of  a  scheme  already 
fixed  upon  and  approved  by  the  Treasury, 
or  whether  they  will  be  free  to  decide 
themselves  on  the  method  of  the  ex- 
penditure after  the  money  has  been 
received  by  them. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  hon.  Membe'" 
doubtless  refers  to  my  statement  on 
12th  March,  in  answer  to  Questions  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford.  The 
proposed  increase  of  grant  to  which  I 
referred  was  in  respect  of  teachers* 
salaries  only.  The  details  of  the  scheme 
and  the  total  amotmt  involved  are  still 
under  consideration. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  WiU  the 
hon.  Qentleman  take  whatever  steps 
are  necessary  to  make  the  increase 
effective  this  year  ? 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN:  Yes.  Sir. 


THE     RBBIGNATION    OF   THE  PRIME 
MINISTER. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire, 
E.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  since  the  House  rose 
on  Friday,  His  Majesty  the  King  has 
been  pleaded  to  accept  from  the  Prime 
Minister  the  resignation  of  his  ofi^e, 
and  the  Government  is  now  without  a 
head.  This  is  not  the  occasion  on  wluch 
it  would  be  possible  or  appropriate 
for  me  to  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the 
great  qualities  of  our  revered  and  triuted 
chief,  or  to  enlarge  on  his  long  and 
splendid  services  to  the  State.  For  the 
moment  I  will  not  trust  myself  to  do  more 
than  to  say  that  in  the  annals  of  our 
country  there  is  no  man  who,  after  long 
years  spent  in  the  tluck  of  public  con- 
tention, ever  laid  down^we  highest 
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office  under  the  Grown  more  univenaUy 
or  more  deservedly  beloved.  There  is 
not,  I  believe,  a  single  Member  in  any 
quarter  of  the  House  who  has  not  come 
down  here  to-day  feeling  himself  under 
the  shadow  of  not  merely  a  political, 
but  a  personal  loss.  In  these  conditions 
it  is  dearly  impossible  that  the  House 
can  for  a  time  proceed  eSectually  with 
public  business ;  and  in  the  circumstances 
it  must,  I  apprehend,  take  some  little 
time  before  ^e  necessary  arrangements 
can  be  completed.  That  being  so,  it 
is  my  duty  to  move  now  two  Resolutions. 
The  first  is:  "That  all  Committees 
have  leave  to  sit,  notwithstanding  any 
adjoununent  of  the  House,  untU  the 
adjournment  for  the  Boster  Seoess.** 
The  second  Resolution  Is  :  "  That  this 
House  do  now  adjourn  until  Tuesday, 
Uth  April."  I  may,  perhaps,  add  that 
it  is  necessary  to  sit  on  that  day  for  the 
purposes,  of  a  Royal  Commission  and 
also  possibly  for  other  business  of  a 
formal  character;  and  when  that  is 
transacted  I  should  imagine  that  the 
House  would  then  be  asked  to  adjourn 
for  the  Easter  Recess. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOtJR  (City  of  London) : 
I  do  not  imagine  that  by  the  forms  of  the 
House  it  is  at  all  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  seconder  fox  either  of  tiie 
two  Motions  which  the  Leader  of  the 
House  has  just  made.  But  I  rise  to  say 
on  behalf  of  my  friends  and  myself  that, 
of  course,  we  shall  be  glad  to  do  any 
thing  in  our  power  to  facilitate  the  course 
of  public  business,  and  to  render  easier 
the  task  which  has  fallen  upon  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  in  consequence 
of  the  event  of  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  been  good  enough 
to  give  us  information  to-day.  I  do 
not  propose  to  deal  with  the  subject 
which  is  necessarily  in  the  thoughts  of 
every  man  I  am  addressing.  If  I  did 
desire  to  deal  with  it,  I  could  not  add 
anything  to  the  admirable  words  which 
have  hSlen  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  I  associate  myself  with  those 
words  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  I  desire 
to  say  on  behalf  of  my  friends  and 
myself  how  deeply  we  regret  the  cause 
which  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  the 
Prime  Minister  to  resign  his  hi^  office 
ud  how  deep  is  our  sympathy  with  him 
the  present  oooasioii. 

\ir.  A»^Uh. 


I  Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfbid) : 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  grudge  me  the 
opportunity  of  saying  in  one  or  two  brief 
sentences  how  deeply  my  colleagues  and 
I  feel  the  loss  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Prime  Minister.  We  have  had 
long  experience  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  and  during  the  many  long  years 
during  which  we  have  worked  m  con- 
nection with  him  in  the  cause  of  Ireland 
we  have  had  again  and  again  convincing 
proofs  that  he  was  a  sincere  friend  of  Irish 
liberty  and  Irish  rights.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
spoke  of  this  as  not  only  a  political  loss, 
but  a  personal  one.  Those  of  us  on 
these  benches  who  have  been  broujght 
into  personal  contact  with  the  Prime 
Minister — and  I  am  one  of  those  who 
have  been  brought  a  good  deal  into 
periBonal  contact  with  him — ^will  certainly 
echo  that  sentiment.  We  all  feel  that  in 
his  disappearance,  Ireland  has  suffered 
a  loss  second  only  to  the  loss  she  suffered 
when  Mr.  Gladstone  retiied  from  the  post 
of  Prime  Ministerof  this  country.  Know- 
ing the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  sentiments 
of  friendliness  to  our  cause  and  country, 
I  am  sure  he  will  be  pleased  to  hear  the 
expression  of  our  view  and  that  we  have 
always  regarded  him  as  the  consistent, 
brave,  and  sincere  friend  of  Ireland  and 
her  cause.  I  believe  there  is  no  National' 
ist  living  in  uiy  p«rt  of  the  world  who 
will  not  deeply  deplore  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  teken  away  from  the  arena 
of  public  life.  I  am  glad  the  House 
has  allowed  me  the  opportunity  of 
saying  these  few  words  and  of  associating 
myself  most  heartily  with  what  has 
fallen  from  tiw  Chancellor  o£  the  £x> 
chequer. 


COMHTTTEES. 
Ordered,  That  all  Committees  have 
leave  to  sit,  notwithstanding  any  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  until  tlw  ad- 
journment for  the  Easter  Recess. — 
{Mr.  Chanedlor  of  the  Exthejuer.) 


ADJOtTRNMENT. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn  imtil  Tuesday,   14th  ApriL— 
{Mr.  Chanedlor  o/  the  Sxchequer.) 

Adjoiuned  ■oeordimdjr  at  two 
minntei  b«fon  Four  o'olod^ 
tiU  TnaMUy,  14Ui  AftcO. 
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leave  given  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
to  insert  the  additional  pioTision. 

Bead,  and  agreed  to. 


COMMISSION. 
The  following  Bills  received  the  Boyal 
Assent : — Army  (Annual) ;  Heme  Bay 
Pier. 


The  Lord  Hemphill— Sat  first  in 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  fother. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  48).— A 
Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  relating  to  the  county  borough  of 
Belfast  and  the  urban  district  of  Letter- 
kenny ;  And 


^Bill 


Local  Giovernment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  49).— A 
to  confirm  a  certain  Provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  for 
Ireland  relating  to  the  rural  district  of 
fiathdown  (No.  1). 

Were  presented  by  the  Lord  Colebrooke 
(for  the  Lord  Deuman) ;  read  1* ;  to  be 
I  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

^  Derby  Gas  Bill ;  London,  Brighton, 
e  and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — . 
^Reported,  with  Amendments. 

■f    Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported,  with  Amendments, 
N  and  recommitted  to  a  Coronuttee  of  the 
«  Whole  House. 

Standing  Orders  Committee. — Report 
from,  that  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  Alliance  and 
other  Assurance  and  Insmrance  Com- 
panies Bin  {H.L.]  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  BiU  allowed  to  proceed. 

And  that  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  petition  for  an 
additional  provision  in  the  Wath-upon- 
Deame  Urban  District  CTouncil  Gas  Bill 
[B.L.]  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

CANCER  RESEARCH  (COLONIES). 

Further  correspondence  relating  to  the 
Cancer  Research  Scheme  (in  continua- 
tion of  [Cd.  2818],  February,  1906, 

TRANSVAAL. 
Correspondence  relating  to  the  Trans- 
vaal  Indentured  Labour  Laws  Tem- 
porary Continuance  Act,  1907. 

TREATY  SERIES. 
No.  8.  (1908)  Supplementary  Agree- 
ment between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Germany  respecting  commercial 
travellers*  samples ;  signed  at  Berlin, 
10th  March,  1908. 

No.  9.  (1908)  Accession  of  Spain  to 
the  declaration  respecting  maritime  law ; 
signed  at  Paris,  I6th  April,  1856,  18th 
January,  1898. 

Turkey,  No.  2.  (1908)  Further  cor- 
respondence respecting  proposals  by 
His  Majesty's  (Jovernment  for  reforms 
in  Macedonia  (in  continuation  of  Turkey, 
No.  1.  (1908),"  [Cd.  3958].). 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  3969.  United  States. 
No.  3970.  Persia  (Provinces  of  Seistan 
and  Rain). 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No.  667.  Brazil  (Mining  Industry  in 
the  State  of  Minas  Cteraes). 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Statement  showing  the  cases  in 
which  the  Board  of  Education  have  re- 
ceived applications  from  local  education 
authorities  for  special  grants  for  the 
building  of  new  pubUc  elementary  schools, 
and  the  stf^e  which  each  case  had.  reached 
on  31st  March,  1908. 


Regulations  for  secondary 
(in  force  from  Ist  A 
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England,  excluding  Wales  and  Mon-  j  COST  OF  LIVING  IN'  GERMAN  TOWNS, 
mouthshire).  !    Report  of  an  inquiry  by  the  Board  of 

Begulationa  for  the  preliminary  edu- 1  Trade  into  working  class  rents,  housing, 
cation  of  elementary  school  teachers  :  i  ^nd  retail  prices,  together  with  rates  ci 
(1)  Pupil  teacher  regulations ;  (2)  Bur-  |  wages  in  certain  occupations  in  the 
sary  regulations;    (3)  Student  teacher  principal  industrial  towns  of  the  German 


regulations  (in  force  from  Ist  August, 
1908,  in  England,  excluding  Wales  and 
Honmouthshire). 

EDUCATION  (SCOTlJiND). 
(Northern  and  Highland  Divisions). 
General  Report  for  the  year  1907. 

Regulations  for  the  pieliminaty  edu- 
cation, training,  and  certification  of 
teachers  for  various  grades  of  schools, 
1908. 

ARMY, 

Return    showing   the  establishment 
of  each  unit  of  Militia  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  numbers  present,  | 
absent,  and  wanting  to  complete  at  the  | 
training  of  1907   (in  continuation  of  i 
[Cd.  3364.],  of  Session  1907).  | 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (ENGLAND  AND  ! 
WALES),  19(>6  (PART  IL  CIVIL  JUDI-  ' 
CIAL  STATISTICS).  ! 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Judicial  Com-  | 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  House ! 
of  Lords,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judi-  \ 
cature,  County  Courts,  and  other  Civil ' 
Courts,  edited  by  Sir  John  Macdonnell, ' 
C.B.,  L.L.D.,  a  Master  of  the  Supreme  I 
Court. 

ROYAL  OBSERVATORY  (EDINBURGH). 
Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Astronomer-Royal  for  Scothtnd. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND). 

Return  of  the  areas,  population,  and 
valuation  of  counties,  burghs,  and 
parishes  in  Scotland. 

AQRICULTLTIAL  AND  TECHNICAL  IN- 
STRUCnON  FOR  IRELAND  (DEPART- 
MENTAL COMMITTEE  ON  IRISH 
FORESTRY), 

Report.  Minutes  of  evidence,  ap- 
pendix, and  index. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Return  of  advances  made  under  the 
Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  during  the  month 
of  April,  1907, 


Empire ;  with  an  introductory  memo- 
randum, and  a  comparison  of  conditions 
in  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

HORSE  BREEDING. 
Twelfth  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Horse  Breeding. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  oidezed 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889. 

Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the- 
finances  of  the  University  of  St.  Andrew's 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of 
the  Act,  for  the  year  1906-1907. 

Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the 
University  Court  of  the  University  of  St 
Andrew*8  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of 
the  Act,  for  the  year  1906-1907. 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Statements  of  accounts,  and  of  life 
assurance  and  annuity  business,  and 
abstracts  of  actuarial  reports  deposited 
with  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  Section 
10  of  "  The  Life  Assurance  Gompaniea 
Act,"  1870,  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1908. 

IRISH    LAND   PURCHASE    FUND  (AC- 
COUNTS. 1906-1907). 

Accounts  of  receipts  and  payments  by 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  the 
capital  and  income  of  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Fund,  in  the  year  ended  Slst 
March,  1907,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-(3enenl 
thereon. 

INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  ENGLAND). 
Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  England 

under  the  provisions  of  any  Acts  of 
Parliament,  chargeable  on  the  revenues 
of  India,  outstanding  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  half-year  ended  3l8t  March, 
1908,  with  the  rates  of  interest  and  total- 
amount  payable  thereon,  and  the  date 
of  the  termin^ti^n^p^fQ^^  th» 
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debt  incurred  during  the  half-year, 
the  moneys  raised  thereby  during  the 
half- year,  the  loans  paid  oS  or  discharged 
during  the  half-year,  and  the  loans 
outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  half-year  ; 
stating,  so  far  as  the  public  convenience 
will  aUow,  the  purpose  or  service  for 
which  moneys  have  been  raised  during 
the  half-year. 

NAVAL  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Account  of  deposits  in  Naval  Savings 
Banks  and  the  payments  thereof,  and  of 
interest  thereon,  of  all  investments  under 
the  Naval  Savings  Bai^  Act,  1866,  md 
the  application  of  the  interest  or  divi- 
dends accruing  in  respect  thereof,  and 
of  the  proceeds  of  any  sale  of  any  stocks, 
annuities,  or  securities  during  the  finan- 
cial year  1906-1907. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (MERCANTILE 
MARINE  FUND)  ACT.  1898. 

Draft  Order  in  Council  altering  the 
exemptions  in  the  Second  Schedule  to 
the  Act,  by  adding  thereto  sailing  yachts 
not  registered  in  the  British  islands 
which  came  into  territorial  waters  ad- 
jacent to  the  United  Kingdom  with  the 
sole  object  of  taking  part  in  yacht  racing. 

EGYPTIAN  GUARANTEED  LOAN  OF  1885. 
Account  up  to  Slst  March,  1908. 

GREEK  LOAN  OF  1898. 

Account  up  to  31st  March,  1908. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PRIVATE    LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  the  panel  of  Lords 
to  act  as  Commissioners  under  the  Act, 
viz. : — 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Uth  April,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


L.  Saye  and  Sele ; 

L.    Bowes   (E.  Strathmore 

Kinghom) ; 


and 


agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly. 

HouBe  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
past  Three  o'clock,  to  Tues- 
day, the  5th  of  May  next,  at  a 
quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


NEW  WRITS. 
For  Borough  of  Dewsbury,  in  the  room 
of  Walter  Bunciman,  esquire,  President 
of    the    B(MU^    of    Education. — {Mr. 
fThiteley.) 

Borough  of  Manchester  (North-West 
Division).  Bight  hon.  Winston  Leonard 
Spencer  Churchill,  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  and 
Plantations.— (Jfr.  H^hiteley). 

Borough  of  Sheffield  ^Cented  Division) 
Colonel  Sir  Charles  Edward  Howard 

Vincent,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  deceased.— 
(Mr.  Henrtj  f  orster.) 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDIN« 
OUDERS  NOT  PKKVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIKED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table, 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  tbe  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — Llanelly  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 


Ordered,  That  the 
second  time. 


Bill  be  read  a 


PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL  (STANDING 
ORDEK.S  APPLICABLE  THERETO 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  thfi  3rd  day  of 
April,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — Port  of  London  BilL 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Bill. — Read  the  third  time,  and 
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Blaydott  and  Byton  Water  (Transfer) 
Bill;  Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill.— -As 
amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  ; 
third  time. 

Knott  End  Railway  Bill. — As  amended, 
considered ;  a  clause  adcLdd ;  Bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time.  I 

Louth  and  East  Coast  Bailway  (Trans- 
fer) Bill — As  amended,  considerod;  to 
be  read  the  third  time. 

Private  Bills,  etc.  Ordered,  That 
Standing  Orders  39,  128,  and  230  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  time  for  de- 

g>siting  Petitions  and  Memorials  against 
rivate  Bills,  or  against  any  BUI  to 
confirm  any  Provisional  Order  or  Pro- 
visional Certificate,  and  for  depositing  \ 
dufdicates  of  any  Documents  relating  to  j 
any  Bill  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Onier 
or  Provisional  Certificate,  also  for  deposit- ' 
ing  at  the  Private  Bill  Office  all  Documents  , 
relating  to  any  Order  under  The  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1^*99,  be  extended  to  the  first  day  on  | 
which  the  House  shall  sit  after  the  i 
Kecoss. — (The  Deputy-ChaitTnan.) 

Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  BUI.  Peti- 
tion for  additioniU  Provision ;  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Army 
(Annual)  Bill,  wiUiout  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
**  An  Act  to  explain  section  ninety-two  of 
The  Patents  and  Designs  Act,  1907." 
[Patents  and  Designs  Bui  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled  *'  An  Act  to 
authorise  the  introduction  of  proportional 
representation  in  Municipal  Electiuns ; 
and  for  other  purposes.'  [Municipal 
Representation  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  for 
empowering  the  Cardiff  RaUway  (Company 
to  construct  new  railways ;  for  extending 
the  time  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
lands  and  for  the  completion  of  certain 
raUways ;  for  reviving  the  powers  of  the 
Company  to  construct  certain  works ;  for 
confirming  an  agreement  between  the 
CaerphiUy  Urban  District  Council  and 


the  Company;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  BUI,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  Metropolitan  Electric  Tram- 
ways, Limited,  to  construct  a  new 
tramway  and  widen  certain  streets  and 
roads ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Metro- 
politan Electric  Tramways  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  '*An  Act  to 
inorease  and  regulate  the  capital  of  the 
Argentine  Nortb  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany, Liooited,  and  to  fund  the  arrears 
of  dividend  on  its  preferred  stock  by  the 
issue  of  fully  paid  stock ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Argentine  North  Kastein 
Railway  BiU  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  provide  for  Uie  gruiting  of  superannua* 
tton  allowances  to  the  oflScers  ana  servants 

of  the  council  of  the  metropolitan  borough 
of  Saint  Marylebone ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Saint  Marylebone  Borough 
CouncU  (Superannuation)  BUI  [Lords.] 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Metro- 
politan Electric  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill 
[Ijords] ;  St.  Marylebone  Borough  Coun- 
cil (Superannuation)  Bill  [Lordi^.  Read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Piivate  BUls. 

ManchesterCorporation  BUL  Reported, 
with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Tabl^  and  to  be  printed. 

Margate  Corporation  Bill.  Reported, 
with  Amendments,  from  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Widnes  Corporation  Bill  Reported, 
with  Amendments,  from  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee ;  Report  to  lie  npon' 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOUBS)  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Abram  ; 
Auchinraith;  B»^«3fejB;fe^^Og*krod ; 
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Brereton ;  Bulwell ;  Carlton  Main ; 
Chamber  Lane  ;  Codnor  ;  Dearne  Valley  ; 
Dechmonfc  ;  Denby  Hall ;  Giffnock ;  Hali- 
fax ;  Hartshay ;  Heath  Hayes ;  Hednes- 
ford ;  Hewlett ;  Ilkeston ;  Jubilee  ; 
Langley  ;  Larkhall ;  Littleton  (two) ; 
Loscoe ;  Newstead ;  Oakwell ;  Pentrick ; 
Plank  Lane :  Railway  Pit ;  Eyhill ; 
Stafford;  Stanley;  Stanley  Common; 
Stotham;  Tyldesley ;  West  Cannock; 
AVhiteley ;  Woodside  (two) ;  and,  Wooley ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Gillingham ; 
Peterborough ;  Spennymore ;  Westbury 
on  Severn ;  and,  Ystrad  Meurig ;  to  lie 
upon  the  IVible. 

FOREIGN  TRAWLERS  REGULATION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  GLASSES 
BILL 

Petition  from  Wandsworth,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED  PREMISES  (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN). 

Petitions  for  legislation :  From  Binniog- 
ham;  and,  Dundee;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table.  ■ 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Althorpe ; 
Anglesey ;  Ansty ;  Barnsley  (three) ; 
Belton  ;  Castle  Eaton  ;  Cheltenham ; 
Cirencester  ;  Coombe  Bissett ;  Crowle 
(six) ;  Darlington  ;  Derrythorpe ;  Dinton  ; 
Dodworth  ;  Eastoft ;  Epworth  ;  Fenny 
Stratford ;  Great  Brickhill ;  Haxey  ; 
Hitchia  (three) ;  Hunslet ;  Inverness  ; 
Isle  of  Wight ;  Kingsdown  ;  Leeds  (nine) ; 
Monk  Brettou ;  Netheravon ;  Penrith ; 
Platts Common ;  Reading;  Rotherhithe; 
Salisbury  (two) ;  Sandtoft ;  Stony  Strat- 
ford ;  Swallowcliffe ;  Swindon ;  Tadcaster ; 
Tisbury ;     Wandsworth ;    Wetherby ; 


Winslow ;  Wolverton ;  Wombwell  (thi"ee) ; 
and,  Working ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration :  From  Beeston  ; 
Blairgowrie ;  Idle  ;  Leeds ;  and  Lincoln ; 
to  lie  upon  tbe  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Alyth ; 
Annandale  ;  Ardsley  ;  Atherton  (twenty); 
Auckland  Park ;  Ayr  ;  Barnsley  (three)  ; 
Barr  ;  Baxenden  ;  Beaconsfield  ;  Beestoii 
(two) ;  Belfast  (three) ;  Belmont ;  Birk- 
dale  (three) ;  Birmingham ;  Bishop  Auck- 
land (three) ;  Blaenogwy  ;  Blairgowrie 
(four) ;  Bodewryd ;  Bodffordd  ;  ^Iton  ; 
Bonhill ;  Bootle  ;  Beverley  ;  Bridgeton 
(two) ;  Briercliffe  (four) ;  Brighouse 
(two);    Brora;   Byers   Green;  Bryn- 

gnrran ;  Brynsiencyn ;  Burrelton ;  Bury ; 
aergeilwg  ;  Cathcart ;  Cefneithin  ; 
Cemaes  (three) ;  Cemaes  Bay ;  Chelms- 
ford ;  Chelsea ;  Chertsey ;  Chil-well ; 
Cinderford  ;  Clitheroe ;  Closbum  ; 
Cockerton ;  Coggeshall ;  Crossens ;  Cross 
Hands  (five) ;  Cwmivor ;  Dalmainock  ; 
Dalmellington  ;  Datmuir ;  Dalrymple ; 
Darlington  (twenty-three) ;  Dean  Bank ; 
Dennistoun  ;  Denton  ;  Deptford  ;  Dor- 
noch ;  Dumbarton  (three) ;  Dunkeld ; 
Dyffryn  Bargoed ;  East  Orinstead ; 
Edinbur^  (five) ;  Eldon  Lane ;  Exeter 
(two) ;  Formby ;  Freshwater ;  Fulham 
Cross ;  Gkdnsborough ;  Girvan ;  Glasgow 
(thirteen);  Glen  Urquhart;  Gorton 
(two)  ;  Govan  ;  Great  Houghton  ; 
Greenhead ;  Greetland ;  Gwernogle ; 
Halifax  (five) ;  Hanwick  ;  Haslingden  ; 
Helensburgh ;  Helsby  ;  HenegTwys  ; 
High  Blantyre ;  Hightal ;  Holyhead ; 
Honor  Oak ;  Hopetown ;  Horwich  (five)  ; 
Ipswich ;  Kelty  ;  Kelvedon  ;  KeswicK  ; 
Kexborough  ;  Kilcreggan  ;  Kingussie ; 
Kirkconnel ;  Kirkwall  (two) ;  Lambeth 
Road ;  Lambeth  ;  I^anark ;  Langholm  ; 
Langley  Mill  (two) ;  Leeds  (two) ;  Leigh ; 
Lightcliffe  (two) ;  lincoln ;  Little  Lever ; 
Liverpool  (three) ;  Llanbordy ;  Lland- 
dona ;  Llandebie  ;  Llandilo  (five) ;  Llan- 
fechell :  Llanadwabadr ;  Llanstephan  ; 
Llanydthen  ;  London  ;  Manchester  ; 
Mauchline  ;  Manordeilo  ;  Mapplewell ; 
Marlborough  ;  Michaelstone-y-Vedw ; 
Moffat ;  Mouldsworth ;  Muirkirk  (two)  ; 
M^nydd  Parys;  Nelson  (four);  New- 
bndge ;  Newcastlehon-Tyne  (five) ;  New 
Cathoart ;  Nevchurch ;  New  Cumnock ; 
Newport  (Isle  of  Wight)  (two) ;  Nitson  : 
North  Shields ;  u  j^gj^^eo^etting 


971 


Parliamentary 


{COMMONS^ 


Papers  (Becess). 


972 


Hill;  Nunhead;  Oakenshaw;  Oldham; 
Openshaw  ;  Oswestry ;  Parkstone  ;  Par- 
ton  ;  Peckham ;  Peckham  Rye ;  Peny- 
bane ;  Penzance  ;  Percy  Main  ;  Peter- 
borough ;  Petersfield  ;  Plumstead ; 
Pollokshaws  (two) ;  PoUokshields ;  PwU  ; 
Kadcliffe ;  Rastrick  ;  Bawteostall ;  Bead- 
ing ;  Rutherglen  (two) ;  Ryhill ;  St. 
Clears  (two) ;  Sancreed  ;  Scarborough ; 
Sevenoaks ;  Shanklin  (two) ;  Shildon 
(two) ;  Shipley ;  Snailbeach ;  South- 
ampton; Soathport(thirty-three) ;  Spenny- 
more;  Stur;  Stirling;  Stockport  (four) ; 
Streatham ;  Street ;  Strickland ;  Sunny- 
brow  ;  Tantobie ;  Tindale  ;  Tooting  ; 
Tottenham  (two)  ;  Tottington  ;  Trelecn  ; 
Troon ;  Truro  (three) ;  Tulse  Hill  ;  Tyne- 
mouth  (three) ;  Waterfoot ;  West  Chilton ; 
Westhoughton  ;  Westminster  ;  Whelley  ; 
AVhite ;  Wigton  ;  Wishaw  ;  Wombwell 
(two) ;  Wood  Green ;  Woolston ;  and, 
Yatradgynlais ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UCENSINGBILL  AND  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 
(LOCAL  OPTION)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  from  Clydebank,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR    TRAFFIC    (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions    in    favour :    Krom  Cam 
buslang ;  Clydebank  ;  Cornhill ;  Croy ; 
Edinburgh;  Qatstone;  Hightar;  Kirk- 
wall (two) ;  Milnathort;  and  Peebles ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table.  1 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 
-  Fetitions  from  Edinburgh,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN  SEWERS  AND  DRAINS 
BILL. 

Petitions  from  Bermondsey,  in  favour ; 
to  He  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLrC     HOUSES     (EXCLVsrON  OF 
CHILDREN)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour;  From  Coumr 
Angus ;  and  Inverness ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL. 

Petitions  from  Wandsworth,  in  fsvoar ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE   OF   FOOD   AND   DRUGS  ACT 
(AMENDMENT)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  from  Edinburgh,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Arlington 

Koad,  N.W. ;  Bury ;  and,  Wavendon ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Ipswich  ; 
Lambeth  and  other  places;  and.  West 
Kensington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PARUAMENTARY  PAPERS 
(RECESS). 

The  following  Papers,  presented  by 
Command  of  Uis  Majesty  during  the 
Recess,  were  delivered  to  the  Librarian 
of  the  House  of  Commons  during  the 
Recess,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order 
of  the  Uth  August  1896. 

1.  Turkey  (No.  2,  1908).  Copy  of 
Further  Correspondence  respecting  Pro- 
posals by  His  Majesty's  (Joverament  for 
Reforms  in  Macedonia. 

2.  Treaty  Series  (No.  8,  1908).  Copy 
of  Supplementary  Agreement  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany, 
respectingCommercialTravellers'Samples, 
signed  at  Berlin,  10th  March  1908. 

3.  Treaty  Series  (Na  9,  1908).  Copy 
of  Accession  of  Spain  to  the  Declaration 

respecting  Maritime  Law,  signed  at 
Paris  16th  April  1856,  16th  January 
1908. 

4.  Trade  Reports  ^Miscellaneous 
Series).  Copy  of  Diplomatic  and  Consu- 
lar Report,  MiscellaneouB  Series,  No. 
667. 

5.  Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). 
Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  COnsulu- 
Reports,  Annuu  Series,  Nob.  3969  and 

3970. 

6.  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  (Depart- 
mental Committee).  Copy  of  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  Irish 
Forestry,  together  with  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  Appendices,  and  Index. 

7.  Transvaal.  Copy  of  Correspondence 
relating  to  the  Transvaal  Indentured 
Labour  Laws  Temporary  Continuance 
Act,  1907. 

8.  Local  Government  (Scotland), 
Copy  of  Betom  of  the  Araas,  Popdatwn, 
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and  Valuation  of  Counties,  Burghs,  and 
Parishes  in  Scotland. 

9.  Judicial  Statistics  (England  and 
Wales).  Copy  bf  Judicial  Statistics  for 
England  and  Wales,  1906.  Part  II. 
(Civil  Judicial  Statistics),  edited  by  Sir 
John  Maodonell,  O.B.,  LL.D..  Master  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

10.  Royal  Observatory  (Edinburgh). 
Copy  of  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of 
"tiie  Astronomer  Royal  for  Scotland. 

11.  Cost  of  Living  (Grermsn  Towns). 
■Copy  of  Report  of  an  Inquiry  by  the 
Board  of  Irade  into  Working  Class 
Rents,  Housing,  and  Retail  Pfices, 
together  with  I^tes  of  Wages  in  certain 
Occupations  in  the  Principle  Industrial 
Towns  of  the  German  Empire,  with  an 
Introductory  Memorandum  and  a  Com- 
fUirison  of  Conditions  in  C^rmany  and 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie 
«poD  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  (GENERAL 
REPORTS). 

Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  by 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Northern  and 
Highland  Divisions  of  Scotland  for  the 
year  1907  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND.) 
Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  for  the 
Preliminary  Education,  Training,  and 
Certification  of  Teachers  for  various 
Grades  of  Schools,  1908  [by  Command]; 
(o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITV  OF  ST.  ANDREWS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Statistical 
Report  by  the  University  Court  of  the 
University  of  St.  Andrews  for  1906-7 
by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
printed.    [No.  118.] 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ST.  ANDREWS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  on 
the  State  of  the  Finances  of  the  Univer- 
sity for  the  year  1906-7  [by  Act];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  i«inted. 
{No.  119.] 

NAVAL  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

Account  presented,  of  Deposits  in 
Naval  Savings  Banks,  and  the  payments 


thereof,  and  the  interest  thereon,  etc., 
during  the  financial  year  1906-7  [Wy 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  l>e 
printed.    [No.  120.] 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Copy  presented,  ot  Statements  of 
Accounts,  and  of  life  Assurance  and 
Annuity  Business  and  Abstracts  of 
Actuarial  Reports,  deposited  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1907  Tby  Act];  to  lie 
apon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
121.] 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (MERCANTILE 
MARINE  FUND)  ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Draft  Order  in 
Council  altering  the  Exemptions  in  the 
Second  Schedule  to  the  Act,  by  adding 
thereto  Sailing  Yachts  not  registered  in 
the  British  Islands  which  come  into  terri- 
torial waters  adjacent  to  the  United 
Kingdom  with  the  sole  object  of  taking 
part  in  Yacht  Racing  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  advances 
made  under  The  Irish  Land  Act,  1903, 
during  the  month  of  April,  1907  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN 
ENGLAND.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  all  Loans 
raised  in  England,  chargeable  on  the 
Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the 
commencement  of  the  half-year  ending 
on  the  31st  March,  1908  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
122.] 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statement  showing 
the  Cases  in  which  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion have  received  applications  from  Local 
Education  Authorities  for  Special  Grants 
for  the  building  of  New  Public  £le- 
mentaiT  Schools  and  the  stage  which 
each  dase  had  reached  on  31st  March, 
1908  [by  Commandj;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Kegulations  for 
Seconaary  Schools  in  force  from  Ist 
August,  1908,  in  England  (excluding 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire)  [by  Com- 
numd] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Cop^  presented,  of  Regulations  for  the 
Preliminary  Education  of  Elementary 
School  Teachers  :  (1)  Pupil  Teacher  Regu- 
lations ;  (2)  Bursary  Regulations;  (3) 
Student  Teacher  Regulations ;  in  force 
from  lat  August,  1908  in  England  (ex- 
cluding Wales  and  Monmouthshire)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HORSE-BREEDING  (ROYAL  COM- 
MISSION.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Twelfth  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Honte-Breeding 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREEK  LOAN  OF  1898. 
Account  presented,  up  to  Slat  Muvb, 
1908  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EGYPTIAN  GUARANTEED  LOAN  OF 
1885. 

Account  presented,  up  to  31st  March, 
1908  [by  AotJ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE 
THE  CLERK  OP  THE  HOUSB. 


BY 


IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE  FUND. 
AccountB  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  in  respect 
of  the  Capital  and  Income  of  the  Irish 
Land  Purchase  Fund  in  the  year  ended 
3l8t  March,  1907,  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  thereon  [by  Act! :  to  be  printed. 
[No.  123.]         ^  J 

TRAMWAYS  AND  UGHT  RAILWAYS 
(STREET  AND  BOAD). 

Betum  ordered,  «  of  Street  and  Road 
Tramways  and  Light  Railways  authorised 
by  Act  or  Order,  showing  the  amount  of 
capita]  authorised,  paid  up,  and  expended ; 
the  length  of  line  authorised,  and  the 
length  open  for  public  traffic  down 
to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1907,  in 
respect  of  companies,  and  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1908,  in  respect  of  local 
authorities ;  the  gross  receipts,  working 
expenditure,  net  receipts,  and  aroropria- 
tion  of  net  receipts;  the  number  of  Telegraphic  Delays  at  Cork  Post  Ofltcai 
paasengera  conveyed,  the  number  of  Mb.  A.  ROCHE  (Cork)  :  To  ask  the 
miles  run  by  cars,  and  the  quantity  of  Postmaster-Greneral  whether  his  atten- 
electrical  energy  used  during  the  year  tion  has  been  called  to  complaints  re- 
ended  on  the  foregoing  dates  respec-  cently  made  to  the  authorities  at  the  Cork 
tively ;  together  with  the  number  of  post  office  regarding  delay  on  Press  and 
horses,  engines,  and  cars  at  those  dates  commercial  telegrams ;  will  he  cause  a 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  I  Return  to  be  kept  of  all  d^^^^j^i^eding 


No.  301,  of  Session  1907.")— (Jfr.  Lloffd- 
George.) 

LOANS  CONTRACTED  BY  U)CAL 
AUTHORITIES. 

Order  r26th  August,  1907]  for  a 
Return  relative  thereto  read,  and  dis- 
charged ;  and,  instead  thereof : — 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  follow- 
ing particulars  with  respect  to  Town 
Councils,  other  Urban  District  Coundla, 
and  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  in 
England  and  Wales,  that  is  to 
say  (a)  area  of  District  of  each  Council ; 
(b)  population  of  District  according  to 
the  fast  Census ;  (c)  rateable  or  assessable 
value  of  District ;  (d)  rates  in  the  pound 
of  the  principal  rates  raised  in  the  year 
1905-6,  by,  or  for  the  purposes  of,  each 
Council ;  (e)  the  outstanding  balance,  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1905^,  of  Loans 
contracted  by,  or  repayable  by,  each 
Council,  distinguiahiDg  Detween  (1)  Loans 
for  waterworks,  gasworks,  electric 
lighting,  tramways,  markets,  or  harbours, 
docks,  etc. ;  and  (2)  Loans  for  other 
purposes ;  and  (f)  amounts  remaining  in 
the  Sinking  Funds,  Loans  Funds,  and 
Redemption  Funds  of  each  Council  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1905-6."— <Jfr.  Henry 
ForOer.) 

LAW  CHARGES  AND  CRIMINAL 
PROSECUTIONS  (IRELAND). 

Return  ordered, "  Showing  the  amounts 
voted  for  Law  Charges  and  Criminal 
Prosecutions  in  IreUnd  in  each  financial 
year  from  1881-2  to  1907-8,  both  in- 
clusive, diBtinguishing  Originid  from 
Supplementary  votes,  and  showing  also 
the  audited  expenditure  in  each  year,  so 
far  as  practicable,  and  the  amount  sur- 
rendered to  the  Exchequer  at  the  end  of 
each  year,  with  notes  explanatory  of  any 
new  charges  to  the  Vote  in  the  period 
mentioned." — (Mr.  Long.) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 
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fifteen  minutes  in  the  despatch  of  com- 
mercial telegrams  at  Cork  for  one  month, 
and  to  furnish  an  explanation  for  the 
cause  of  such  delays,  if  any,  and  a  Return 
of  all  waits  given  to  stations  working  to 
Cork  during  that  time ;  will  be  also  give 
a  Return  of  the  deaths  and  sick  leave  of 
the  Cork  Post  Office  staff  for  the  five 
years  ended  3l8t  December,  1907,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  five  years ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  local  medical 
officer  attributed  the  increased  sick  leave 
to  the  hustling  methods  recently  adopted, 
he  will  take  steps  to  see  that  the  Cork 
Post  Office  staff  perform  their  work  under 
conditions  less  trying  to  their  health. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
Complaints  such  as  those  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  have  not  recently 
been  made  either  to  the  Postmaster  of 
Cork,  or  to  the  Surveyor,  or  to  me. 
Returns  made  in  the  ordinary  course, 
now  before  me,  show  no  undue  delay,  and 
I  see  no  reason  for  having  special  Returns 
taken.    Seven  deaths  occurred  among 
the  indoor  staff  at  the  Cork  Post  Office 
during  the  quinquennial  period  ending 
December,  1902,  and  five  during  the  five 
years   ending   December,   1907.  The 
avMsge  annual  sick-rate  during  the  first 
period  was  6  *  2  days  for  men  and  6  •  9  days 
for  women,  and  during  the  second  period 
8-5  days  for  men  and  13-1  for  women. 
The  former  rates  were  below  the  average 
for  the  Irish  Post  Office  staff  generally, 
while  the  latter  rates  were  slightly  above 
the  normal  as  regards  men  and  normal  as 
regards  women.   Last  year  the  sick- 
rate  at  Cork  stood  lower  than  it  did  in 
any  of  the  preceding  four  years,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  rate  for  women  in 
1904.    'niere  is  no  reason  to  think  that 
the  conditions  of  working  which  prevail 
at  Cork  are  unduly  trying.    The  medical 
officer  (whose  views  are  not  accurately 
represented  in  the  Question)  states  that 
while  some  temporary  cases  of  nervous 
debility  among  the  female  staff  may  have 
been  due  to  the  strain  of  work,  he  has  no 
specific  case  recorded  of  illness  attri- 
butable to  that  cause,  and  as  regards 
the  staff  generally  he  has  stated  spon- 
taneously in  his  annual  reports  to  the 
chief  medical  officer  throughout  the  last 
ten  years,  that  the  various  dutim  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  detrimental  effect  on 
their  health. 


97ft 

BriBtol  Telegnvh  Staff  and  the  BIBciencr 
Rate. 

Mb.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral  whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  the  Bristol  office 
junior  members  of  the  staff,  employed 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  in  the 
sorting  office,  have  had  their  increments 
arrested  for  failing  to  pass  the  efficiency 
test  required  of  a  telegraphist  regarding 
punching  Wheatstone  slip,  although  not 
yet  at  the  efficiency  bar ;  whether  mem- 
bers of  the  siaff  who  passed  the  efficiency 
test  for  their  last  increment  have  been 
compelled  to  undergo  examination  again 
before  receiving  their  readjustment  of* 
wages  under  the  Hobhouse  scheme  ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  the  reason  for  this 
action  at  Bristol,  seeing  it  has  been  taken 
in  no  other  office  in  the  country. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sydney  BtaeUm.)  I 
have  received  communications  on  both, 
these  subjects  from  the  Postal  Telegraph. 
Clerks*  Association. 

Anuins  of  the  "  Dreadnooght." 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admir^ty  whether 
the  Board  intend  to  take  steps  to  le-arm 
the  "  Dreadnought "  for  defence  against 
the  attacks  of  destroyers,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  only  guns  supplied  to  her  for 
this  purpose  are  inadequate,  and  the 
"  Invincible "  class  and  all  succeeding 
"  Dreadnoughts  "  have  been  given  4-inc£ 
guns  instead  of  12-pounders,  as  in  the 
"  Dreadnought." 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
No,  Sir.  The  12-pounder  gun  is  not  con- 
sidered an  inadequate  defence  against 
torpedo  attack. 


Acting  Oreisaer  at  Belfast  PMt  Office. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the- 
Postmaater-General  why  the  practice 
adopted  in  former  years  of  employing 
the  senior  sorting  clerk  and  telegraphist 
as  acting  overseer  is  being  departed  from 
in  the  Belfast  sorting  office  ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  this  officer  will  be  there- 
by deprived  of  the  monetary  advantage 
recommended  by  the  Hobhouse  Com- 
mittee to  an  officer  acting  on  a  superior 
duty  for  two  months.         ^  , 
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{Anmered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  It 
is  the  general  practice  not  to  restrict 
«~nployment  on  substitution  to  the  senior 
o^cet  of  a  class,  but  to  take  all  reasonable 
opportunity  for  testing  the  qualifications 
of  a  number  of  those  who  are  approaching 
the  top  of  the  class.  No  doubt  this  is 
"what  has  occurred  at  Belfast,  but  I  am 
u-ving  inquiry  made. 

flick  and  Annual  Leave  of  Post  Office 
Medical  Officers, 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.   Patrick) : 

To  flflk  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
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he  will  state  the  amount  of  sick  leave  and 
annual  leave,  respectively,  of  each  of  the 
Post  Office  medical  officers  in  Loudon, 
male  and  female,  during  each  of  the  last 
five  years. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
annex  a  statement  showing  the  sick  leave 
of  the  Post  Office  headquarters  medical 
staff  during  the  last  five  years,  and  the 
annual  leave  to  which  each  medical 
officer  is  entitled.  The  third  assistant 
medical  officer  and  the  resident  medical 
officer  have  been  omitted,  as  they  have 
not  yet  been  employed  for  a  full  year. 


Siok  absence. 

Annual  leave 

10j3. 

1904. 

1903. 

1906. 

1907. 

allowed. 

Chief  medical  officer  - 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3  days 

NU 

5  to  6  weeks 

Second  medical  officer 

5  days 

NU 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

5  weeks 

Female  medical  officer 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5  weeks 

Assistant  female  medical 
officer 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

5  weeks 

First  assistant  to  medical 
officer 

Nil 

3  days 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4  to  5weeks 

Assistant   to  medical 
officer 

Nil 

1  day 

105  days 

Nil 

NU 

4  to  5  weeks 

Salaries  of  Post  Office  Medical  Officers. 
Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster 

General,  whether  he  will  state  the  name, 
age,  length  of  service,  medical  qualifica- 
tion, salary  from  Imperial  funds,  and 
emoluments  from  other  sources,  of  each 
oi  the  Post  Office  medical  officers  in 
London,  male  and  female. 

{Answered  6^  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
There  are  over  ninety  medical  officers  in 
the  London  postal  district  in  addition  to 
the  headquarters  staff.  The  preparation 
of  the  Return  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member  would  involve  considerable 
labour,  without,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
leading  to  any  very  useful  result. 

Duties  of  Chief  Clerk  at  Cork  Post  O0ice. 

Mr.  a.  KOCHB  :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General, if  he  will  state  what  are 


the  duties  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Cork 
Post  Office ;  has  he  any  special  reports 
showing  that  the  present  chief  clerk  has 
been  mainly  employed  on  special  duties 
since  his  advent  to  office  and  his  duties 
worked  by  an  assistant  superintendent ; 
if  so,  will  he  create  a  vacancy  for  a  first- 
class  superintendent  in  addition  to  the 
existing  position  of  chief  clerk. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
Since  the  adoption  of  changes  recom- 
mended by  the  Select  Committee  the 
chief  clerk  at  Cork  has  been  styled 
"  superintendent."  His  regular  duties 
are  similar  to  those  performed  by  officers 
of  the  same  rank  at  other  offices  of  equal 
importance,  and  in  the  ordinary  course 
it  has  been  necessary,  since  the  early 
part  of  last  year,  to  require  him  to 
devote  a  part  of  his  time^o  the  carrying 
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■out  of  changes  in  connection  with  the 
■organisation  and  arrangements  of  the 
office.  In  accordance  with  the  usual 
practice,  some  of  his  ordinary  routine 
work  has  been  delegated  to  the  officer 
next  in  rank  to  him  on  the  postal  side. 
A  revision  of  the  indoor  force  is  now  in 
hand,  and  the  question  of  the  sufficiency 
or  otherwise  of  the  supervising  staff 
will  be  duly  considered. 


QuetUons, 
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Subsistence  Allowmicfl  at  Cork  Post 
Office. 

Mb,  a.  ROCHE  :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  a  subsistence 
allowance  is  given  to  established  officers 
•on  temporary  relief  duty;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  explain  why  this  subsistence 
allowance  has  been  withheld  from  three 
juniors  clerks  in  the  Cork  Post  Office 
who  were  appointed  to  the  establish- 
ment whilst  on  relief  duty. 

(Atuwered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  BusOon.) 
It  is  the  case  that  an  allowance  for  sub- 
sistence is  given  to  established  officers 
when  sent  out  for  temporary  duty  at 
places  other  than  their  headquarters. 
The  three  officers  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  were  learners  at  Cork  when  they 
accepted  the  oSer  of  temporary  employ- 
ment elsewhere*  and  for  such  employ- 
ment they  were  paid  the  usual  inclusive 
wages  of  25s.  a  week.  In  each  case  their 
appointment  to  the  establishment  was 
made  after  their  return  to  Cork,  but  was 
allowed  to  bear  an  earlier  date  in  con- 
sideration of  their  long  service  as  learner. 

-OvezBeera  paforming  Operatois  work  at 
Oork  Post  Offtce. 

Mr.  a.  ROCHE;  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-Gteneral  if  the  superintendent  of 
telegraphs  and  some  of  the  overseers  in 
the  Cork  telegraphs  are  at  present  daily 
performing,  for  considerable  periods,  the 
work  of  ordinary  telegraph  operators, 
and,  if  so,  will  he  consider  the  necessity 
of  increasing  the  Cork  telegraph  stafi, 
as  the  emplo3'inent  of  these  officials  as 
operators  is  an  economic  loss  to  the 
Department. 

{Anmered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  hon.  Member  appears  to  have  been 
misinformed.  I  am  assured  that  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  the  superintendent  of 
tel^^phs  and  some  of  the  overseers 


at  Cork  are  at  present  daily  performing 
for  considerable  periods,  the  work  of 
ordinary  operators.  Indeed,  under  normal 
conditions  the  present  force  of  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists  on  the  telegraph 
side  at  Cork  is  in  excess  of  the  require- 
ments, and  it  is  proposed  to  adjust  it  in 
connection  with  a  revision  now  in  hand. 
Of  course,  on  exceptional  occasions,  it  is 
not  at  all  unusual  for  a  supervising  officer 
at  any  office  to  render  temporary  assis- 
tance at  the  instruments  for  a  short  time, 
provided  that  the  proper  supervision  of 
the  duties  is  not  thereby  interfered  with, 
and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  case  at 
Cork. 

Overtime  for  Hechamc  at  Manchester 
Post  Office. 

Mb.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-Qeneral,  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  superintoidiiig  engineer  at 
Manchester  is  bringing  a  mechanic  on 
duty  one  and  a  half  hotlrs  earlier  than 
the  stated  hour  for  commencing  duty 
and  refuses  to  pay  overtime  for  the 
extra  time  worked;  and  will  he  give 
instructions  that  overtime  be  paid. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  BuxUm.) 
The  mechanic  in  question  was  brought 
on  duty  one  hour  before  his  usual  time 
from  the  20th  to  the  30th  ultimo  and 
released  an  hour  before  his  usual  time  of 
departure ;  on  the  31st  ultimo  and  Ist 
instant,  he  was  brought  on  duty  an 
hour  and  a  half  before  his  usual  time 
and  released  correspondingly  early.  His 
normal  hours  of  duty  were  in  no  case 
exceeded,  and  the  question  of  pa3anent 
for  overtime  does  not  therefore  arise. 

Alleged  Sweating  in  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster- General  whether 
at  the  inquiry  into  the  grievances  of  Post 
Office  officials  in  1906,  a  distinct  promise 
was  made  by  the  Secretary  tO  the  Post 
Office  that  all  assistants  employed  at 
head  offices  and  at  sub-offices  paid  on  the 
head-office  system  would  be  forthwith 
placed  on  the  establishment ;  whether, 
considering  these  assistants  have  been 
and  are  still  performing  exactly  similar 
duties  to  the  established  force,  they  are 
still  obliged  to  work  on  Sundays  without 
payment,  and  during  sickness  one-third 
of  their  pay  is  stopped,  and  a  reduced 
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rate  of  pajonent  is  made  them  for  work 
performed  on  Baak  HoHdaya  and  Christ- 
mas Day ;  if  so,  when  will  these  officials 
be  placed  on  the  established  force; 
whether  their  appointments  will  date 
from  the  time  the  promise  was  made, 
and  whether  an  immediate  stop  will  be 
put  to  the  sweating  or  cheap  labour 
system  in  the  Post  Oflace. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  Question  does  not  correctly  represent 
the  evidence  to  which  it  refers.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee 
in  regard  to  assistants  at  head  and 
salaried  sub-offices,  paragraphs  396-398 
of  their  Report,  will  be  fully  carried  out. 

Licensing  Oompensation  at  Mlidrin 
Higher. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  two 
alehouses  in  the  division  of  Miskin 
Higher,  in  the  County  of  Glamoi^an, 
the  renewal  of  whose  licences  was  refused 
in  1906,  and  in  respect  to  which  the 
sum  of  £125  was  paid  in  compensation 
to  the  licensees,  were  tied  houses,  and 
whether  the  balance  of  the  total  com- 
pensation of  £1,300  Went  wholly  to  the 
owners  of  the  properties ;  if  he  can  state 
what  compensation  was  paid  in  1905 
in  respect  to  the  refusal  to  renew  licences 
in  the  divisions  of  Miskin  Higher  and 
Caerphilly  Higher,  and  how  much  of  the 
total  went  to  the  licensees  and  how  much 
to  other  parties ;  and  how  many  licences 
were  refused  in  those  divisions  in  1907 
for  which  compensation  was  paid. 

{Ansmred  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
All  the  information  available  on  the 
subject  of  this  Question  is  given  in  the 
annual  volumes  of  Licensing  Statistics. 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  further  details 
in  regard  to  individual  premises.  The 
volumes  show  (1)  that  the  two  houses 
referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
were  beerhouses,  they  were  not  "  ale- 
houses," i.e.,  fully  licensed  premises;  (2) 
that  no  licences  were  refused,  subject 
to  compensation,  in  the  licensing  districts 
of  Miskin  Higher  and  Caerphilly  Higher 
in  the  year  1905 ;  and  (3)  that  in  the 
year  1907,  in  these  districts,  four  ale- 
houses and  twelve  beerhouses  were  so 
refused,  the  compensation  in  respect  of 


two  and  six  of  these  houses,  respectively, 
being  paid  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  BUL 
Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  he  will  say  on  what  date  it  is 
proposed  that  the  Mines  (Eight  Hours) 
Bill  should  come  into  operation. 

{Answer^  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Ohdstcne.) 
I  have  decided  to  propose  an  amendment 
to  the  Bill  rdating  to  the  date  of  its 
operation,  so  as  to  provide  that  in  any 
event,  no  change  shall  be  effected  by  it 
until  after  30th  June,  1909. 

EoorewMd  Salaries  in  the  Irish  Agiieiil- 
tursl  Department. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  To  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
th-^  Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
Agricultural  Department  during  the 
coming  financial  year  the  expenditure 
will  show  an  increase  of  approximately 
£5,000,  applied  towards  raising  the 
salaries  of  the  higher  officials ;  and 
whether  he  will  give  the  names  of 
the  higher  officials  whose  salaries  are  thus 
to  be  increased,  with  the  amount  of 
increase  in  each  cose,  and  also  the  names 
of  tiie  officials  on  whose  recommendation 
the  Department  adopted  these  proposals. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusaeU.) 
The  hon.  Member  is  misinformed.  The 
increase  of  £5,007  in  the  provision  ioi 
salaries  and  wages  iu  the  Department's 
Estimate  for  1908-9  includes  :  (1)  the 
automatic  increments  of  the  salaries  of 
officers  of  all  grades  who  are  on  authorised 
scales  of  salary  and  are  not  at  the  maxi- 
mum of  the  respective  scales ;  (2)  the 
additional  charge  required  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  new  scale  for  Second  Division 
clerks  throughout  the  Civil  Service  gen- 
erally, sanctioned  under  Order  in  Council 
of  2l8t  December,  1907;  (3)  the  cost  of 
additional  necessary  appointments.  The 
number  of  special  increases  in  the  salaries 
of  higher  officials  is  six,  and  the  amount 
is  £584.  These  increases  were  recom- 
mended to  the  Treasury  by  myself  on 
being  satisfied  of  the  merits  of  each  case. 
The  particulars  are  as  follows : — ^Secre- 
tary, £200 ;  Chief  veterinary  inspectorr 
£100;  two  fislf^ries^^^t^g^^  each 
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on  promotion ;  one  teclinical  instruction 
inspector,  £165  on  promotion  from  post 
of  junior  inspector  to  tiiat  of  inspector 
of  technical  instruction.  One  agricul- 
tural inspector,  £29  on  promotion  from 
post  of  junior  inspector  to  that  of  agri- 
•cultural  inspector. 
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The  Ameer  of  Afishanlstan  and  the  Anglo- 
Bnesiaji  Oonvention. 

Major  ANSTRUTHEB-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Bui^hs) :'  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  whether  His  Majesty** 
Government  has  now  received  the  views 
of  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  with  regard 
to  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention  of 
August  1907  ;  and  whether  he  has  signi- 
fied his  assent  to  the  A^han  clauses  of 
that  treaty. 

{Afuioered  by  Mr.  Secrdary  MorUy.) 
The  Answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Kilpatrick  Cemetery. 
Ms.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
^liie) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  the  Old  Kilpatrick  Parish  Council 
has  recently  had  to  purchase  land  for  a 
cemetery;  and,  if  so,  when  was  the 
purchase  effected,  what  was  the  area 
of  the  land,  what  was  the  annual  value 
of  it  as  entered  in  the  valuation  roll,  and 
what  was  the  price  which  the  parish 
council  had  to  pay  for  it. 

{Armcered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  parish  council  resolved 
to  make  the  purchase  on  24th  March. 
The  area  is  9|  acres.  There  is  no  entry 
in  the  valuation  roll  showing  the  value  of 
this  subject  per  acre,  but  it  is  believed 
to  be  about  £2  Ss.  The  price  agreed 
upon  was  £460  per  acre. 

Licensing  Compensation. 

.  Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  state  the  total  amount  of 
compensation  paid  for  the  licences  that 
were  extinguished  in  the  years  1905, 
1906,  and  1907 ;  the  amount  paid  to 
licence  holders  who  were  also  the  tenants  ; 
the  amoimt  paid  as  compensation  to 
the  owners  of  tied  houses ;  and  the 
amount  paid  to  the  tenants  of  those 
houses,  and  to  other  parties  interested 
in  them. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  QladsUme.) 
The  annual  volumes  of  Licensing  Statis- 
tics {see,  for  instance,  page  5  of  the 
volume  for  1907),  show  that  a  total  sum 
of  £2,301,583  is.  lOd.  was  paid  in  com- 
pensation for  licences  extinguished  in 
the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  and  that, 
of  the  money  which  was  paid  in  the  years 
1906  and  1907,  a  total  sum  of 
£241,004  98,  3d.  went  to  licence  holders, 
and  £1,947,343  I9s.  8d.  to  other  parties 
interested.  I  am  unable  to  give  figures 
distinguishing  between  licence  holders 
who  were  tenants  and  those  who  were 
not,  or  between  "tied"  and  other 
houses. 


Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Skipton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  he  can  state 
how  many  licensed  houses  in  the  petty 
sessional  divisions  of  East  Staincliffe, 
West  Staincliffe,  Ewecross,  and  Bolton  by 
Rowland,  in  the  West  Riding,  have  been 
closed  under  the "  Licensing  Act,  1904; 
what  amount  was  paid  for  compensation 
in  respect  of  each  house ;  what  proportion 
of  the  money  went  to  the  owner  of  the 
house  and  to  the  tenant  respectively ; 
and  what  is  the  ratio  of  public-houses  to 
population  and  the  density  of  population 
in  each  of  those  areas. 


{Armoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  annual  volumes  of  Licensing  Statis- 
tics show  that  no  licences  were  refused 
subject  to  compensation  in  any  of  the 
districts  named  in  1905  or  1906.  In 
1907,  five  alehouse  licences  in  the  E^t 
Staincliffe  district  were  so  refused,  and 
four  were  paid  for  and  closed  before  the 
termination  of  the  year,  the  total  amoxmt 
of  compensation  being  £3,651,  of  which  a 
total  sum  of  £560,  or  15-06  per  cent., 
was  paid  to  licensees,  leaving  £3,101  for 
other  parties.  I  am  unable  to  give  figures 
for  individual  houses.  In  the  Ewecross 
division  in  1907  one  alehouse  licence 
was  refused  and  paid  for,  the  amjount 
of  compensation  being  £826,  of  which 
the  licensee  was  awarded  £82  12s., 
or  10  per  cent.  (Licensing  Statistics, 
1907,  page  91).  Pages  68  and  69  of  the 
same  volume  show  the  numbers  of  on- 
licences  on  let  January,  1907,  and  the 
population  and  acreage  (according  to 
the  Census  of  1901)  ^  these^ 
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divisions,  from 
ratios  result : — 


which  the  following 


East  Stain 

cliffe 
West  Stain 

cliffe 
Ewecross 
Bolton  -  by 

Bowland 


On-Licences 
per  10,000 
of  population. 

25-12 

29-77 
37-14 

60  04 


Persons 
per  acre. 

•28 

•09 
•09 

•06 


Olnta  itmck  off  tha  Beglster- 

Mr.  CLOUGH  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
will  issue  forthwith  a  Return  of  all  clubs 
where  intoxicants  were  sold  that  have 
been  struck  off  the  register  throughout 
Bngland  and  Wales,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Licensing  Act,  1902,  and  showing 
under  which  particular  provisions  of  the 
Act  they  were  struck  off  the  register. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  numbers  of  clubs  struck  off  the 
register  are  shown  for  every  licensing 
district  in  the  Annual  Volumes  of  Licens- 
ing Statistics,  Table  V.,  and  are  sum- 
marised in  the  Introduction.  I  do  not 
possess  the  further  information  asked 
for  in  the  Question,  and,  after  making 
inquiry,  I  find  that  I  could  not  now 
obtain  the  information  necessary  to  make 
a  complete  or  useful  Return. 

Ocndition  of  Ciourtown  Hatbonr, 

SiE  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (Wexford, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
present  condition  of  Courtown  Harbour  ; 
if  the  Department  is  aware  of  the  state 
of  that  harbour,  and  of  the  nature  of 
the  improvements  required  there  ;  and 
if  he  proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU.) 
The  attention  of  the  Department  has 
been  called  to  the  present  condition  of 
Courtown  Harbour.  The  maintenance 
of  the  harbour  is  vested  in  the  county 
council.  The  Department  assisted  tlie 
county  council  on  previous  occasions  in 
clearing  away  the  bar  which  from  time  to 
time  forms  across  the  harbour  mouth. 


Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  case  all  such, 
assistance  must  be  only  of  temporary 
utility.  The  Department  cannot  at 
present  render  immediate  assistance  at 
Courtown,  as  the  steam  crane  which 
was  formerly  used  there  is  engaged  else- 
where, but  they  will  communicate  with 
the  county  council  and  see  if  any  relie£ 
of  the  situation  can  be  arranged  for. 

Importation  of  Oarcases  of  Oalves  fknm 
Holland  and  Belcinm. 

*  Mr.    FIELD :    To   ask   the  hon. 

Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  »• 

presenting  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  carcases  of  calves  are  im- 
ported from  Holland  and  Belgium  with 
the  skins  on ;  whether  his  experts 
consider  it  safe  to  allow  this  importation 
from  a  country  where  -  cattle  disease 
exists ;  and  whether  he  will  make  in- 
quiries and  regulations  regarding  it. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Slrachey.) 
The  subject  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
refers  has  been  frequently  under  con- 
sideration, but  it  has  not  been  thought 
necessary  or  practicable  to  place  restric- 
tions on  the  trade  in  dead  meat.  The 
carcases  in  question  seldom,  if  ever, 
come  in  contact  with  animals,  and  no 
outbreak  of  dise'ase  has  been  circoiii- 
stantially  traced  to  them. 

Ezcheanw  and  Andit  Dapurtmant  SUJL 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasiuy  whether  the  members 
of  the  old  examiner  class  in  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department  at  the 
time  of  the  1905  reorganisation  were 
informed  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor* 
General  that  facilities  would  be  given 
them  if  they  wished  to  retire,  as  they 
could  expect  to  derive  no  benefit  from 
the  then  contemplated  reorganisation; 
if  so,  whether  he  will  explain  how  the 
holding  out  of  these  facilities  and  of  no 
prospects  of  advancement  were  in  the 
interests  of  these  officials;  and  whether 
he  will  further  explain  how  this  procedure 
can  be  reconciled  with  the  subsequent 
promotion  of  two  members  of  this  clan. 


{Answrred  by  Mr.  Runeiman.)  I  beg 
to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  mr  replies  of 
24th  June  and  6th  August  last,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  to  add^  . 
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Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  why  Messrs.  Baker 
ITKown,  Hunt,  Corbet,  Adams,  and  Pool 
were  recently  passed  over  in  making 
promotions  in  the  Exchequer  and  Audit 
Department ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  discontent  caused  in  departments 
generally,  and  in  this  department  in 
particular,  since  the  appointment  of 
the  present  Asdstant  Comptroller  and 
Auditor,  by  the  present  ^tem  of  selec- 
tion in  tnft^ne  promotions,  he  will 
endeavour  to  induce  the  Government 
to  set  up  a  special  Court  of  Appeal  to 
whom  a^rieved  Civil  servant)  may 
refer  their  cases  when  they  think  hea<^ 
of  Departments  have  acted  vindictively 
or  imjustly  towards  them. 

Ur.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that 
Ifessrs.  Knowles,  Hurley,  and  Brown, 
of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department, 
were  passed  over  for  promotion  on  Ist 
November  last,  that  their  principal 
clerks  admitted  that  they  had  not  been 
consulted  with  reference  to  such  pro- 
motions &om  1st  November,  1906,  to 
Ist  November,  1907,  and  that  the  com- 
parative merits  of  members  of  any  De- 
partment can  be  known  only  by  the 
respective  chiefs  under  whom  they  im- 
mediately serve,  he  will  now  cause  an 
independent  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
subject  of  such  promotions  in  the  Ex- 
chequer and  AucUt  Department. 

Mb.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretory  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  the 
system  of  promotion  in  the  Exchequer 
and  Audit  Department  under  which 
Messrs.  Reynolds,  Day,  Rainbott,  Litten, 
Borthwick,  Cope,  Varian,  Cato,  and 
Smith  have  recently  been  passed  over ; 
and,  seeing  that  the  pasdng  over  of 
capable  and  efficient  officers  causes  much 
anrest  amongst  these  and  other  members 
of  this  Department  and  militates  against 
its  efficiency,  and  that  a  reference  to  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  will 
merely  produce  a  defence  of  his  own 
action,  will  he  cause  independentinquiry 
to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  the  securing 
of  an  impartial  judgment  on  the  subject. 

{Anstoered  hy  Mr.  Run&man.)  For 
an  Answer  to  these  three  Questions  I 
must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  reply 


of  28th  August  last.  To  that  reply  I 
have  nothing  to  add  except  to  express 
my  rogret  that  the  forms  of  the  House 
should  be  used  to  cast  an  imputotion, 
which  I  believe  to  be  wholly  unfounded, 
on  an  official  of  so  high  character  and 
with  so  distinguished  a  record  as  the 
Assistant  Comptroller  and  Auditor.  I 
see  no  reason  for  the  suggested  inquiry. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretory  to- 
the  Treasury  whether  the  son  of  the 
ComptrolW  and  Anditor-Oenerars  pri- 
vate secretary  failed  to  pass  the  pre- 
liminary examination  for  the  Second 
Division,  which  consisted  of  three  sub- 
jects, handwriting,  orthography,  and 
simple  arithmetic,  the  examiners  beii^ 
the  Civil  Service  Commissioners ;  if  so, 
will  he  say  what  were  the  subjects  of  the- 
educational  test  this  nominated  gentle* 
man  passed  on  entering  the  old  Colonial 
Audit  Branch,  and  who  were  the  ex- 
aminers ;  and  whether  this  gentleman 
has  now  the  option  of  serving  in  the 
newly  amalgamated  Colonial  Audit 
Branch  and  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment on  similar  duties  to  those  per- 
fonufld'  by  bis  open-competition  con- 
temporaries, but  with  nearly  twice  the- 
salary  of  any  one  of  them. 

{Answer^  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
suggestions  in  the  Question  are  entirely 
without  foundation. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  in  reference  to  a 
request  for  investigation  into  the  cases- 
of  men  in  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment who  have  been  passed  over  for 
promotion,  and  which  involved  the 
mention  of  their  names,  he  will  say  if  any 
of  these  men  have  spontaneously  come 
forward  and  expressed  disapproval  of 
this  request  for  investigation ;  wd, 
seeing  that  the  future  career  of  all  the 
men  passed  over  is  largely  in  the  hands 
of  their  principal  clerks,  and  that  the 
principal  clerk  of  the  Fifth  Division  of 
the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 
sent  for  certain  of  these  men  who  work 
under  him  and  asked  them  whether  they 
disapproved  of  this  request  for  investiga- 
tion, will  he  say  whether  it  is  intended 
to  attach  any  importance  to  any  ex- 
pression of  disapproval  obtained  under 
such  circumstances,;,  .  and_.whether^the^ 
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<yomptrolIer  and  AucUtoi-General  or  the 
Assistant  Comptroller  and  Aiulitor  were 
aware  of  the  action  of  ih.e  principal  clerk 
referred  to. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runcimart.)  The 
facts  are  misrepresented  in  the  Question, 
"but  many  of  the  officers  mentioned  have 
come  forward  and  expressed  their  strong 
objection  to  the  unauthorised  use  of 
their  names  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Ub.  field  :  To  ask  the  SecreUry  to 
the  Treasury  whether  the  present  Assis- 
tant Comptroller  and  Auditor  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  permanent  officials  of  the 
Treasury  ;  what  positions  did  he  occupy 
prior  to  his  present  appointment,  and 
for  what  length  of  time  did  he  hold  each 
of  such  positions ;  and  what  were  his 
.qualifications  for  the  post  of  Assistant 
•Comptroller  and  Auditor. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
A^stant  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
'General  was  appointed  by  the  Crown  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  there  is  no  foundation  for 
the  suggestion  in  the  first  part  of  the 
■Question.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by 
Tnaking  inquiries  on  the  other  matters 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  the 
present  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
on  his  appointment  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  Treasury  to  retiro  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five,  he  will  state  the  age 
■of  this  gentleman ;  and  whether  he 
intends  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  this 
compact. 

Mb.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  the 
present  Comptroller  and  Auditor- General 
on  his  appointment  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  Treasury  to  retire  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five,  he  will  say  if  the  terms 
of  this  compact  further  included  the 
stipulation  that  he  was  to  act  as  the 
nominal  head  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department,  and  that  the  Assis- 
jtant  Comptroller  and  Auditor  should  be 
the  actual  head. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  numerous  replies 
already  given  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  state  the 
actual  hours  of  attendance  of  the  prin- 
cipal clerk  of  tiie  Fifth  Division  in  the 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Department,  his 
actual  hours  of  attendance  as  secretary 
to  the  Boyal  Almoner,  and  the  annuid 
emoluments  he  receives  for  each  of  those 
two  positions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  This 
officer,  like  aU  other  members  of  the 
Department,  is  required  to  give  a  daily 
attendance  of  seven  hours.  The  scales 
of  pay  of  principal  clerks  in  the  Exchequer 
and  Audit  Department  are  shown  in  the 
Parliamentary  Estimates.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  emoluments  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Lord  High  Almoner, 
which  are  not  provided  out  of  voted 
moneys,  nor  as  to  the  attendance  re- 
()uired,  which,  as  I  have  previously 
informed  the  hon.  Member,  is  performed 
outside  the  regular  office  hours. 

Auditing  of  Irish  Public  Aocounts. 
Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  the 
present  system  of  auditing  the  Irish 
public  accounts  in  London  causes  duplica- 
tion of  work  and  waste  of  public  money, 
and  that  Ireland  loses  £10,(K)0  per  annum 
by  having  this  Irish  work  done  in  London, 
he  will  further  condder  the  advisability 
of  having  this  Irish  work  done  in  Ireland. 

(Anstpered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  previous  replies 
which  I  have  given  on  this  question. 

Waces  of  Oovanment  Worker*  in  DnUin. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 

the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that,  with 
reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  the  subject  of  rents  paid  and 
the  general  cost  of  living  in  certain  lai^e 
towns  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as 
they  affect  the  working  classes,  the 
combined  figures  of  rent  and  prices  of 
commodities  being  taken  as  100  in 
London,  the  figures  for  Dublin  are  ninety- 
four,  or  only  6  per  cent,  below  London, 
he  will  say  why  the,  etchers  in  the 
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Dublin  Customs  have  only  21s.  a  week, 
the  Dublin  park  workers  only  16s.  a 
week,  the  A.  0.  D., ,  Dublin,  only  208. 
a  week,  whilst  the  Loadon  CustomB 
watchers  get  24s.  a  week,  the  London 
park  workers  24s.  to  268,  a  week,  and  the 
A.  0  D..,  Woolwich,  23s.  a  week ;  and 
why  the  wages  of  Government  workers 
in  the  London  area  are  from  15  to  33  per 
cent,  higher  than  those  paid  in  Dublin. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  Haying 
regard  to  the  general  level  of  wages 
in  Dublin  I  think  that  the  rates  paid 
to  the  several  classes  of  employees 
referred  in  tiie  Question  are  adequate, 
and  I  cannot  enter  into  a  comparison 
with,  the  rates  paid  in  London. 

BsUfflong  Bduntiou  of  Fftnpar  OhUdien- 

Mb.  W.  BENN  (Tower  Hamlets.  St. 
George's) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  case 
which  recently  came  before  the  board 
of  guardians  of  St.  George's  in  the  East, 
in  which  the  father  of  three  children 
acUnitted  to  the  workhouse  desired  that 
they  would  be  brought  up  in  the  Roman 
CaUioUc  faith,  that  being  the  faith  of 
their  mother  and  that  in  which  they 
themselves  had  been  baptised ;  whether, 
because  the  father  was  described  as 
Church  of  England  on  admission,  the 
Local  Government  Board  refused  to 
permit  the  guardians  to  bring  the  children 
up  as  Boman  Catholics ;  and  whether 
the  goudians  would  be  able,  under  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  1868,  to  bring 
up  the  children  in  the  faith  the  father 
desired. 

{AnsvKred  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  Section 
17  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act, 
1868,  requires  in  regard  to  any  child, 
in  a  workhouse  under  twelve  years  of 
age,  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
shall  enter  in  the  creed  register  as  the 
religious  creed  of  the  child  the  religious 
creed  of  the  father,  if  the  master  knows 
or  can  ascertain  the  same  by  reasonable 
inquiry.  In  the  present  case  it  appears 
that  ^e  father  is  a  Protestant,  and  I 
presume  he  belongs  to  the  Church  of 
England.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
the  entry  in  the  creed  register  in  respect 
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of  the  religious  creed  of  the  children  was 
correct.  The  attention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  called  to  the 
case.  They  pointed  out  the  effect  of  the 
section  to  which  I  have  referred,  but  they 
did  not  refuse  to  permit  the  guardians 
to  bring  up  the  children  as  Roman 
Catholics,  nor  do  they  propose  to  Inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

Public  Health  Act,  1907— Begnlations- 
Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
is  in  a  position  to  say  when  the  regula- 
tions in  connection  with  the  Public 
Health  (Regulation  of  Foods)  Act,  1907, 
will  be  published. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  The 
regulations  are  in  an  advanced  state  of 
preparation,  and  I  hope  they  will  shortly 
be  issued. 

Inspection  of  Impoxtod  Ueat. 

Mb.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Glasgow  veterinazy 
surgeon  is  of  opinion  that  all  meat 
imported  from  over  seas  ought  to  be 
presented  for  examination  in  such  form 
as  would  enable  iospectors  here  to  revise 
the  previous  work  of  inspection  and 
thus  form  a  fair  idea  as  to  the  whole- 
someness  for  human  food,  and  that  all 
boneless  meat  or  scrap  nhould  be  entirely 
excluded ;  and  whether  the  Grovemment 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  appoint- 
ing and  paying  such  a  stafi  of  inspectors. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  Report. 
I  propose  that  the  regulations  under  the 
Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food) 
Act  which  I  have  in  preparation  should 
deal  with  imported  boneless  scrap  meat. 
Other  matters  relating  to  the  wholesome- 
neaa  of  imported  meat  are  receiving  my 
attention,  but  I  do  not  think  that  in- 
spection of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the 
last  part  of  the  Question  would  be  practic- 
able at  the  present  time. 

Dtunage  of  the  Biver  Bobs. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNBLL:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether^  he  is  aware 
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that  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of 
property  has  been  annually  destroyed  on 
the  land  of  the  small  farmers  who  live 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  Robe,  in 
the  ClaremrariB  Union,  county  Mayo  ; 
whether  petitions  have  been  Ick^;^  with 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  asking 
that  body  to  do  something  towards 
remedying  the  condition  of  affairs  exist- 
ing all  over  that  district ;  and  whether 
more  than  a  year  ago  a  promise  was 
made  by  the  Board  to  assist  in  the 
drainage  of  that  river ;  and,  if  so,  what  is 
the  reason  they  have  failed  to  redeem 
their  promise  in  a  matter  of  urgencv  to 
nmnbers  of  poor  people. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU.)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  have  been  urged 
to  undertake  drainage  operations  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  River  Robe  for  the 
benefit  of  the  congested  districts  through 
which  the  river  flows,  including  some 
of  the  Board's  estates.  About  11 J  miles 
of  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  is  already 
under  the  control  of  local  drainage 
tnutees.  In  July,  1906,  the  Board 
made  an  offer  to  the  Claremorris  Rural 
Dtslxict  Council  to  contribute  two-thirds 
of  the  estimated  cost  of  £3,500,  provided 
that  a  drainage  board  should  be  formed 
which  would  imdertake  to  carry  out  the 
proposed  works  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  river  and  be  afterwards  responsible 
for  theur  proper  maintenance.  It  would 
seem  to  be  for  the  district  council  to 
consider  whether  they  can  comply  with 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  Board 
made  their  offer  of  assistance. 


Sale  of  the  Island  Farm,  Knox  Estate. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL;  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  about  three  years  ago  the  Island 
farm,  consisting  ol  about  400  acres  of 
good  land,  on  the  Knox  estates,  near 
Ballyhaxmis,  county  Mayo,  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Congested  Districts  Board ; 
that  this  farm  has  since  then  been  grazed 
and  managed  by  the  Board,  and  that  the 
greatest  desire  exists  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants  in  the  neighbourhood  to  have 
this  farm  broken  up,  so  that  there  may 
be  an  enlargement  of  the  holdings  on 
which  they  try  to  live  suitably  to  their 
requirements,  and  that  they  have  on 
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many  occasions  asked  the  Board "  to- 
carry  out  their  wishes  in  this  respect 
without  result ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  this  treatment  of  these  tenant*.,  owii^c 
to  the  delay  in  the  brealdng  up  of  this 
farm,  he  will  have  steps  taken  to  have 
the  places  divided  forthwith,  so  that 
each  tenant  might  improve  his  portion 
in  his  own  way  and  prevent  further  pain 
and  disappointment  to  the  tenantry. 

{Anaivered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  estat* 
in  question  is  for  sale  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court.  The  Congested  Districts  Bmird 
were  negotiating  for  its  purchase,  but  for 
reasons  already  fully  stated  they  have 
been  obliged  to  postpone  making  an  offer 
in  consequence  of  the  state  of  their  funds. 
The  Board,  therefore,  are  in  the  position 
of  grazing  tenants  pending  the  sale  to 
them  of  the  estate.  No  steps  for  the 
division  of  the  land  can  be  talran  until 
the  sale  to  them  has  been  effected. 

Economic  Holdings  at  Kilmaine- 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether,  when  the 
grazing  farms  in  the  parish  of  Kilmaine, 
Ballinrobe  Union,  and  County  of  Mayo, 
are  being  divided,  he  will  give  instruc- 
tions to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
to  see  that  the  needs  of  the  people  of 
the  parish  will  be  properly  attended  to, 
with  a  view  to  creating  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  economic  holdings  to  provide 
those  who  are  now  living  on  miserable 
patches  with  enough  land  to  live  on 
before  applications  from  others  will  be 
granted. 

(AnsiDered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  have  postponed 
the  distribution  of  the  lands  in  thai 
possession  at  Kilmaine  until  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Congestion 
has  been  received  and  considered. 
Under  the  existing  law  the  Board  have 
no  power  to  enlarge  holdings  over  £5 
valuation  in  non-congested  districts. 

Sale  of  the  Beglej  Estate,  Iskarlavally. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ir^g^^^'^jM^l^eniitif^^i^ord 
of  the  Begley  estate. 
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Claremoms  Union,  offered  the  property 
for  sale  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  ; 
whether  the  tenants  have  agreed  to  leave 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Board ; 
and,  seeing  that  the  estate  is  much  con- 
gested, and  that  both  parties  have  agreed 
to  have  the  purchase  carried  out  through 
that  body,  and  that  necessity  for  the 
relief  of  congestion  exists  on  that  estate, 
he  will  see  that  instructions  to  the  Board's 
officials  to  proceed  with  the  work  will 
not  be  further  withheld. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  For  reasons 
which-I  have  already  fully  stated  to  the 
House,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
have  been  obliged  to  suspend  negotia- 
tions for  purcluue  in  the  case  of  this  and 
other  tenanted  estates. 

Labonnrs  Aet  Inqaiiy  at  HuUingar. 

Sir  WALTER  NUGENT  (Westmeath, 
N.)  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  be  can 
state  why,  at  the  recent  Local  Govern- 
ment inquiry  held  under  the  Labourers 
Act  at  Mullingar,  five  bona  fide  appli- 
cants for  labourers'  cottages  on  non- 
residential grazing  land  were  rejected, 
the  said  land  being  situated  in  the  town- 
land  of  Rathnure  and  electoral  division 
of  Clonfad,  and  this  nothwithstanding 
the  fact  that  there  is  considerable  tillage 
in  the  neighbourhood  for  which  addi- 
tional labourers  are  required. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Local 
Government  Board  assume  that  the  five 
cases  alluded  to  in  the  Question  are  those 
in  which  applications  were  made  for 
cottages  on  the  property  of  Mr.  C.  B. 
Harlay  in  the  townland  of  Rathnure. 
The  inspector  considered  that  the  neces- 
sity for  the  proposed  cottages  was  not 
established.  The  applicants  were  young 
single  men,  who  were  living  with  their 
parents,  and  for  whom  house  accommo- 
dation did  not  appear  to  be  particularly 
required. 

Non-Production  of  Vouchers  by  the 
Bathmines  and  Bathgar  Urban  Council- 
Me.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.) : 
To  a^  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  certain  vouchers  have  been 
withheld  from  the  ratepayers  by  the 


Rathmines  and  Rathgar  Urban  Council, 
contrary  to  th%  provisions  of  Article  27 
of  the  Public  Bodies  Order,  1904  ;  that 
ratepayers,  viz.,  Messrs.  O'Ratigan,  Sulli- 
van, and  O'DriscoU,  have  complained  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  this 
matter  with  reference  to  the  audit  of  the 
3l8t  March,  1907;  and  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  failed  to  decide 
on  the  grievance  as  to  the  non-produc- 
tion of  vouchers,  and  has  failed  to  give 
any  redress  to  the  ag^eved  ratepayers  ; 
and  will  the  correspondence  as  to  the 
non-production  of  vouchers  at  the  audit 
of  the  Rathmines  and  Bathgar  Urban 
Councirs  accounts  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  March,  1907,  between  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  above  rate- 
payers, between  the  said  Board  and  the 
Rathmines  Urban  Council,  and  between 
the  said  Board  and  the  auditor,  Mr.  John 
L.  King,  and  aU  reports  connected  there- 
with, be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

{Ansteered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  all  the  vouchers  which  the 
auditor  considered  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  the  audit  were  produced  to 
him.  Complaint  has  been  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  certain 
documents  in  the  nature  of  subsidiary 
vouchers  for  the  payment  of  expenses 
incurred  in  the  promotion  of  local  Bills 
by  the  urban  council  were  withheld. 
These  subsidiary  vouchers  were  pro- 
duced to  the  Taxing  Master  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  auditor  did  not 
demand  their  reproduction,  as  he  did  not 
consider  them  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  the  audit.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  power  to  compel  the  pro- 
duction of  these  documents.  As  regards 
the  concluding  portion  of  the  Question, 
the  correspondence  between  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  and  the  ratepayers 
mentioned  is,  of  course,  in  the  possession 
of  these  ratepayers,  who  are  at  liberty 
to  publish  it,  and  the  correspondence 
between  the  Board  and  the  urban  council 
can  be  inspected  by  any  local  govern- 
ment elector  xmder  Article  19  (4)  of  the 
Application  of  Enactments  Order,  1898. 
It  would  be  contrary  to  practice  to  pub- 
lish any  communications  which  pass 
between  the  Board  and  any  of  their 
auditors.   In  the  cinsumstances  the  reply 
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Larg7  Schoolnaster- 

Mr.  FETHBESTON^UGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Loid-Lientenant  of  Inland,  if  he 
will  Btate  the  result  of  the  inquiries  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Education  in  Ireland 
into  the  connection  between  the  teacher 
of  Largy  School,  County  Antrim,  and 
the  adjacent  pablic-house  ;  is  ihe  name 
of  the  publican  ako  the  name  of  the 
schoolmaster,  and,  if  not  in  &ct  the 
same  penon,  what  lelation  is  the  publi- 
can to  tiie  schoolmaster ;  where  does 
the  publican  reside,  and  who  manages 
the  public-house ;  and  will  he  inquire 
A3  to  these  matters  from  the  local  police 
if  the  Commissioners  are  not  aware  of 
the  facts. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Oom- 
missionars  of  Nation^  Educaticm  inform 
me  that,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries, 
they  have  ascertained  the  following  facts 
in  connection  with  this  case  :  the  school 
is  situate  within  a  few  yards  of  a  public- 
house  ;  the  licensed  publican  is  John 
Bainey,  who  is  father  of  the  teacher, 
William  John  Kainey ;  the  licensed 
person  does  not  reside  on  the  premisra 
but  on  his  farm ;  the  teacher  s  sister 
resides  in  the  public-house  and  manages 
it ;  the  teacher's  wife  and  children  reside 
in  the  public  house  when  living  in  the 
locality,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
teacher  himself  lives  there  ; .  he  rents  a 
room  in  a  cottage  in  which  fae  sleeps  and 
takes  his  Iweakfast ;  he  states  that  he  is 
a  teetotaUer  and  has  been  so  idl  his  life. 
The  Commissioners  have  taken  measures 
to  enforce  a  strict  observance  in  future 
of  the  rule  in  this  case. 

Payment  of  Local  Oovemment  Auditors- 
Mb.  field  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  l^e  auditors  of  the  Local  Grovern- 
raent  Board  of  England  are  paid  by  the 
local  bodies  for  the  work  they  do  on  a 
fixed  scale  of  moderate  charges  ;  whether 
the  auditors  in  Ireland  have  fixed  salaries ; 
whether  he  can  state  how  the  fees  paid  by 
local  bodies  are  accounted  for ;  whether 
in  Scotland  the  Local  Government  Board 
appoints  registered  accountants  for 
auditing  ;  whether  he  will  cause  the  prac- 
tice in  Ireland  to  be  assimilated  with  that 
of  either  England  or  Scotland ;  and 
whether  he  will  arrange  that  the  Local 


Government  Board  auditors  in  Ireland 
shall  confine  themaelves  simply  to  the 
duty  of  auditing. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  Local 
Grovernment  Board  auditors  are  paid  hy 
salary  in  England  and  Iietand  alike,  but 
the  Irish  scale  of  salaries  is  lower  tiiaa 
the  English.  The  audit  fees  paid  by 
local  bodies  in  Ireland  are  appropriate 
in  aid  of  the  Pariiamentary  Vote  of  tiie 
Local  Gbvernment  Boud.  In  Scotland 
the  Local  Government  Board  appoints 
r^[istered  accountants  for  auditing. 
The  practice  in  Ireland  is  sinular  to  tht^ 
which  obtains  in  England,  and  is  con- 
sidered more  suitable  to  t^e  circumstanca 
of  Ireland  tiian  tiie  Scottish  practice 
Moreover,  any  change  ii  this  regud 
would  require  legislation.  The  duties 
of  auditors  in  Ireland  are  prescribed  by 
statute,  and  include  reportii^  on  tiie 
financial  administration  of  the  local 
authorities,  as  well  as  vonching  the 
correctness  of  the  accounts. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  OOMMITTEBS). 

Sir  WiLUAU  Brauptok  Gurdok  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  B 
(in  respect  of  the  diildren  Bill) :  Mr. 
Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and, 
Mr.  Mond ;  and  had  appointed  in  sub- 
stitution (in  respect  of  the  Children  Bill) : 
Mr.  Bramsdon,  Mr.  Fiennes,  and,  Mr. 
Percy  Barlow. 

Report  to  lie  upon  t^e  Table. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Georqb 
Wkiteley,  Yorkshire,  AV.R.,  Pudsey),  in 
moving  that  the  House  do  now  adjoarn 
to  27th  April,  said  that  the  first  business 
after  the  recess  would  be  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  I.dcensing  Bill 

Ms.  SPEAKER :  The  Motion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  a  little  {vevions. 
As  the  House  is  aware,  we  are  in  expecta- 
tion of  a  message  to  attend  a  Royal 
Commission  in  the  House  of  Peers.  On 
my  return  I  will  call  oa^e  riaiit  hon. 
Gentleman.       uiL|i.i^_ad  by' 
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ROYAL  ASSENT. 
Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Conunis- 


sioners. 


The  House  went ;  and,  being  returned ; 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal 
Assent  to— 1.  Army  (Annual)  Act,  1908. 
2.  Heme  Bay  Pier  Act,  1908. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Mb.  GEORGE  WHITELBY  then 
iDOTod  the  adjooniment  of  the  House 
until  27th  April. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  till 
Monday,  27th  April"— (Jfr.  George 
Wkiteley.) 

*SlR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Glouceatei^ 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  aaked  aa  to  the 
ballot  He  presumed  that  it  was  intended 
to  have  a  ballot  for  notioes  of  Motion  on 
tl»  day  on  which  the  House  reassembled. 
His  point  was  that  there  would  only  be 
one  day's  notice  between  that  date  and 
the  first  private  Members'  night. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
May  I  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
ehequei^to  whom  I  desire  to  offer  the 
warmest  possible  congratulations  upon 
his  accession  to  that  office,  which 
I  am  sure  he  will  till  with  the  utmost 
eredit  to  the  country  and  himself — 
if  he  can  tell  us  a  little  more  about  the 
business  than  the  information  contained 
in  the  somewhat  bald,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  quite  unprecedented  statement  on 
the  part  of  the  Patronage  Secretary  in 
regud  to  business  when  the  House 
meets  again  ?  I  do  not  think  there 
ia  any  precedent  for  the  House  find- 
ing itself  in  the  position  in  which  we 
find  ourselves.  The  whole  circumstances 
of  the  case  arc  exceptional.  A  pro- 
gramme of  bosiness  had  been  arranged 
leading  up  to  the  adjournment,  ana  it 
had  been  intimated  in  the  usual  way  that 
following  the  adjournment  the  business 
would  be,  as  it  generally  is,  of  a  non-eon- 
trarersial  character  for  the  first  few  days 
pending  the  reassembling  of  Ministers. 
We  are  now  met  with  the  very  simple 
statement  of  the  Patronage  Secretary— it 
ia  more  of  a  fighting  announcement  than 
a  statement  of  business— that  the  first 
Iwainess  ol  the  House  will  be  the  Licensing 
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Bill.  Does  that  mean  that  the  Seoond 
Reading  of  the  Licensing  Bill  will  be 
taken  de  die  in  diem  for  the  first  week 
after  we  meet  f  Does  it  therefore  mean 
that  Thursday,  which  is  usually  given  to 
Supply,  will  be  devoted  to  the  uoensing 
Bill,  if  necessary,  and  are  we  to  hava  no 
information  until  after  we  reassemble  in 
regard,  first  of  all,  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Bt^get — which  is  obviously  a  matter 
on  which  the  House  ought  to  have  some 
information  before  it  meets  after  Easter — 
and  also  in  regard  to  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Miners  (Eight  Hours)  BilU  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ghanoellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  realise,  I  am  sure, 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  separate 
without  Members  knowing  more  as  to  the 
arrangements  for  the  business  of  the 
House,  BO  that  they  may  make  their 
plana  to  be  here  on  the  days  on  which 
special  business  is  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  In  reply  to  the 
question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 

Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dein,  I  think 
the  most  convenient  plan  will  be  to 
take  the  ballot  after  Question  time  on 
Monday,  and  it  will  then  be  open  for 
two  or  three  days,  so  t  hat  Members  who 
are  successful  can  take  their  choice  of 
days. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY  {Great 
Grimsby) :  Can  the  rif^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
also  say  when  the  Education  Bill  will  be 

taken  1 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  As  it  has  been  announced 
that  the  Licensing  Bill  is  to  be  the 
first  measure  taken  after  we  meet  on 
the  27th,  may  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  is  now  leading  the  House, 
and  whom  I,  in  an  unofficial  sense,  beg 
heartily  to  congratulate  on  his  promo- 
tion, whether  it  would  not  be  advisable 
that  we  should  have  some  statement  as 
to  the  exact  measure  of  the  extensive 
modifications  which  we  understand  are  to 
be  made  in  the  Licensing  Bill  1 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  I  am 
sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
thiok  my  statement  unduly  bald.  I 
limited  my  remarks  when  ]  first  moved 
die  adjournment,  because  I  had  nothing 
else  to, say,  and  I  thought  what  I  had 
said  was  sufficiently  explanatory.  The 
Licensing  Bill  will  be  taken  on  the 
Monday   that  W^,  JW)w6^I«>q1^  am 


1003  Adjownment.  -{COMMONS}  Adjournment  1004 


quite  aware  it  is  rather  unusual  that 
a  big  Bill  of  that  character  should 
be  taken,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  remember  we  have  lost 
ten  nloable  days,  and  that  if  we  do 
not  press  on  with  the  important  Bills,  we 
shall  find  at  the  end  of  the  session  wo 
have  not  achieved  the  legislation  we 
desire  to  achieve.  The  division,  we 
hope,  may  take  place  on  the  Wednesday 
night.  Whether  the  Leader  of  the 
House  will  see  fit  to  give  Thursday  or 
not  I  cannot  say,  but,  as  a  rule,  these 
are  matters  that  are  arranged  between  the 
Chief  Whips  of  the  Parties  during  the 
coiurse  of  the  Second  Reading  discussion 
o{  a  Bill.  If  there  were  really  a  demand 
and  a  necessiW  for  Thursday,  I  do  not 
suppose  the  Premier  would  oppose  it. 
With  regard  to  the  Miners'  Eight  Hours 
Bill  no  arrangement  can  be  made  beyond 
the  first  week.  That  statement  necessarily 
applies  also  to  the  Education  Bill  and  the 
Budget.  The  Government  plans  do  not 
extend  beyond  the  first  week;  but  in  all 
probability,  as  soon  as  possible  afcer  the 
first  week,  the  Budget  will  be  taken. 
With  regard  to  modifications  in  the 
Licensing  Bill,  so  far  as  I  am  ooncemed, 
there  are  none. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  realised  that  Wednesday 
night  is  a  private  Members'  night,  and 
therefore  the  suggestion  which  comes 
from  him  as  Chief  Government  Whip  is 
that  we  should  debate  the  main  Bill 
of  the  session  on  the  Monday  and 
Tuesday  and  divide  at  eight  o'clock  on 
the  Wednesday,  1  Surely  Uiat  can  hardly 
be  a  serious  proposition. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITBLEY:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  a  good  hand  at  making  a 
bargain,  and  it  is  not  usual  to  give  away, 
in  the  ficet  instance,  all  one  is  perhaps 
prepared  to  give  in  the  ead. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY :  Is  there 
any  truth  in  the  report  that  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  is  to  be  dropped  1 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) :  Is  the  Housing  Bill  to  be  taken 
in  the  first  fortnight  alter  the  recess  I 

■ 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  We  hope 
to  take  it  as  soon  as  we  possibly  can. 

Mr.  G*;orge  WhifeJey. 


Earl  WINTERTON :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  make  an  announcement 
on  the  Monday  as  to  when  these  Bills 
will  be  tf^en  t 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELET:  An 
announcement  will  be  made  in  the  usual 
way  on  the  Thursday. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
said  he  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  apologise  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  having  been  unable  to 
give  him  notice.  During  the  last  few 
weeks  there  had  been  a  disturbance  of 
industrial  conditi{niB,  particularly  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  one  of  the  borou^ia  of 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  representing 
in  that  House.  He  referred  to  the  hop 
industry.  [Laughter.]  Hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  might  consider  that  a 
laughing  matter,  but  he  represented  a 
borough  in  a  county  the  people  of  which 
looked  on  it  as  a  very  serious  matter,  and 
he  was  quite  certain  that  the  Chanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  not  look  upon  it 
as  either  trivial  or  unimportant.  [A 
voice;  What  is  your  question?]  He 
presumed  he  had  the  privilege  of  puttinfc 
his  question  in  his  own  way.  [Cries  of 
"  No  speech."]  He  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  make  a  speech,  and  he  pro- 
posed to  do  so.  The  Chancelior  of  the 
Exchequer  had  been  used  to  dealing  with 
emergencies,  and  no  doubt,  during  bis 
tenure  of  his  new  office,  he  would  hare 
to  deal  with  a  great  many  more.  Let 
them  consider  the  action  he  had  taJronf 
for  instance,  with  regwd  to  patents  and  to 
merchant  shipping.  That  action  bad 
been  absolutely  mdependent  of  what 
might  be  called  Party  feelings  or  Party 
considerations.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  looked  at  the  interests  of  those 
engaged  in  the  industries  of  the  country 
from  the  standpoint  of  patriorism.  He 
submitted  that  the  question  he  was  about 
to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
one  of  grave  importance.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  many  of  those  who 
sat  upon  the  Treasury  Bench  had  again 
and  again  said  that,  in  any  case  of  undoe 
competition — in  any  case  of  dumping 
which  was  clearly  proved— the  interven- 
tion of  the  Government  could  be  made 
independently  of  legislation.  That  was 
said  by  the  late  Prime  Minister  and  by 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
both  of  whom  stated  that  it-  i^s-in  the 
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power  of  the  Govemment,  in  case  of  any 
undue  disturbance  of  industrial  condi- 
tions, to  take  action  without  legislation. 
Ho  submitted  to  the  House  that  in  this 
case  there  was  imminent  danger  of  injury 
to  the  industry  concerned.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men sitting  below  the  gangway,  when 
workmen  were  discharged  from  Woolwich 
recently,  raised  the  question  in  the 
House  as  one  of  imminent  danger; 
they  moved  the  adjournment  and 
asked  the  Government  to  inter  pens. 
Within  the  last  three  weeks  there  had 
been  dumped  down  on  the  shores  of 
the  Thames  something  like  8,000  tons  of 
hops  to  be  sold  at  258.  a  cwt.,  which  was 
something  like  ITs.  per  cwt.  less 
than  the  cost  at  which  the  .hops  could 
be  produced  in  the  county  of  Kent. 
Had  that  price  of  26s.  been  the  normal 
jirice  produced  by  the  ordinary  competi- 
tion of  business,  he  would  not  have  been 
disposed  to  raise  the  question.  [A  voice  : 
Are  they  new  hopel]  The  8,000 
tons,  which  had  been  dumped  down  on 
British  soil  to  compete  with  British  hops, 
were  the  excess  ptwluction  of  the  United 
States,  where  they  would  brine  a  larger 
sum  than  in  England.  Did  not  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  consider  this 
a  serious  question  1  ae  believed  there 
would  be  during  the  next  fortnight  some- 
thing like  15,000  tons  of  hops  dumped 
down  upon  our  soil  to  compete  with  hops 
grown  in  the  county  of  Kent.  In  the 
past  the  hop  industry  had  been  one  of 
reat  importance.  During  late  years  it 
ad  declined,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  know  that  something  like 
8,000  families  had  been  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  grubbing  of  23,000 
acres  under  hop  ci^tivation  in  Kent. 
Last  year  1,700  acres  of  land  which  had 
been  under  hop  cultivation  were  grubbed, 
and  the  consequent  loss  to  British 
workingmen  alone  represented  about 
XeOO.OOO.  The  dumping  down  of 
these  8,000  tons  at  the  present 
time  was  making  it  impossible  for 
those  who  grew  hop3  in  the  county  of 
Kent  to  make  a  living  thereby.  It 
was  within  the  power  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  deal  with  this  serious 
flitaa.tion  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  dump- 
ing down  of  these  hops.  It  was  in  his 
power  to  prevent  it.  Xo  doubt  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  followed  very 
closely  the  inquiry  going  on  upstairs 
into  the  condition  of  the  hop  industryi 
And  if  ho  had  not  read  all  the  evidence 


he  probably  knew  the  general  trend  of  it. 
He  would  know,  too,  that  the  hop 
growers  in  the  county  of  Kent  could  not 
compete  with  the  American  growers 
if  the  latter  were  thus  allowed  to 
dump  down  here  their  surplus  produc- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Qentleman  had  to 
consider  the  whole  subject.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  putting  a  permanent  tax 
upon  hops,  though  he  oelieved  there 
were  among  hon.  Members  sitting 
behind  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  some 
who  advocated  such  a  courae  when  their 
own  particular  industry  was  touched. 
He  understood  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  represented  the  Faversham  division 
of  Kent,  in  which  hops  were  grown, 
strongly  advocated  a  tax  upon  hops. 
He  believed,  too,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Macclesfield,  where  silks  were  manu- 
factured, also  asked  for  a  tax  to  be  put 
upon  silks.  But  he  was  not  asking  that 
in  regard  to  hops.  What  he  ^v-as  asking 
was  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  deal  with  an  abnormal  situation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  ask  how 
he  was  to  do  it.  He  would  refer  bim  tc 
the  speeches  of  his  Leader  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  of  his  ex-Leader  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  both  of  whom  had  said 
in  that  House  that  if  a  case  of  dumping 
occurred  it  was  not  necessary  to  ask 
Parliament  for  any  legislation,  but  that  it 
could  be  dealt  with  through  the  Treasury 
itself  without  legislation.  Possibly  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  found  it 
possible  as  yet  to  avail  himself  of  the 
information  possessed  by  his  predecessors 
in  office,  but  he  submitted  to  him  that 
what  he  was  asking  was  founded  upon 
principles  which  they  who  held  views  as 
strongly  as  he  and  his  friends  did  on  tariff 
reform  had  every  right  to  urge  upon  him. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  n(^ 
take  action  in  such  a  case  of  ^cessive 
dumping,  what  did  his  leaders  mean  when 
they  said  that  in  such  cases  of  special 
injury  to  British  industry  the  Treasuiy 
could  intervene  without  having  to  ask 
the  assent  of  Parliament  ?  Would  the 
right  hon.Gentlemanseriou8lyconsiderthe 
situation  1  If  workmen  were  thrown  out 
of  work — whether  they  were  hop  growers 
or  Woolwich  artisans,  it  was  all  the  same 
thing — if  they  were  thrown  out  of  work 
by  unfair  and  undue  competition,  had 
the  Government  no  answer,  and  had  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his  hands 
no  remedy  whatever  to  enable  him  to 
deal  with  such  a  situaticnil  The|  present 
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situation  was  abnormal,  bub  if  this  dump- 
ing of  hops  was  to  be  persisted  in  it 
would  become  normal,  and  it  would 

mean  the  steady  and  absolute  destruction 
of  hop  production  in  this  country,  and 
the   expatriation   of  the  people  now 
employed  in  the  production  of  the  hops, 
or  else  their  absorption  in  that  vast  army 
of  unemployed  on  which  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  expend  large  sums  of  i 
money  every  year.    He  put  it  to  the  | 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchet^uer  that  he  oould  i 
not  possibly  begin   his   career  as  a 
Minister  at  the  head  of  a  great  office  con- , 
cemed  with  the  industrial  interests  of  the  ' 
country  better  than  by  dealing  with  such  i 
a  situation  as  this,  and  he  asked  him  for  I 
a  frank  and  direct  answer,  such  as  he  was  ' 
accustomed  to  give  when  President  of  the 
Board  of   Trade,   as  to   whether  he ' 
intended  to  act  upon  the  professed  policy  | 
of  the  Government  in  the  past,  a  policy 
which  he  harl  no  reason  to  believe  had 
been  changed. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Car- ! 
narvon  Boroughs) :  I  am  not  sure  thbt  1 1 
am  entitled  to  speak  as  Chancellor  of  the  i 
Exchequer  at  this  moment ;  I  am  only 
Chancellor-designate.  I  thank  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House  for  the 
very  kind  way  in  which  they  have 
received  me.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gravesend  tliat  this  is  a  very 
important  matter.  I  should  be  the  last 
man  in  tho  world  to  minimise  anything 
which  affects  British  industry.  I  shoula 
have  thought  it  important  enough  for  me 
to  have  notice  of  it.  It  is  very  difficult 
for  me,  on  a  highly  technical  matter  of 
this  sort,  to  give  

Sir  gilbert  PARKER :  I  will  only 
say  I  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  here 
to-day.  I  thought  he  would  have  to  go 
to  his  constituency,  or  I  should  certainly 
have  given  him  notice. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  At  the  piestnt 
moment  I  have  not  taken  up  ray  quarters 
at  the  Treasury,  and  I  have  only  followed 
this  mattpr  in  a  general  way,  though  frith 
great  interest.  I  agree  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance,  but 
I  do  not  think  anything  is  to  be  gained 
by  exaggerating  it.  For  instance,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  talked  as  if  thn  were 

Sir  Oilbert  Parhr. 


pirely  a  sudden  emergency,  and  t^e  Yaxp 
industry  which  had  been  prosperous 
hitherto  had  been  damaged  by  a  sudden 
inrush  of  foreign  hope.  That  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  facts.  If  the  hon. 
Member  had  taken  the  trouble  to  took 
at  the  facts  he  would  have  known  that 
compared  with  thirty  years  ago  we  have 
imported  less  foreign  hops.  There  has 
been  a  steady  decline  in  each  decade  in  the 
quantity  of  hops  imported  from  abroad. 
There  are  two  things  which  have  really 
n^ectdd  the  hop  trade.  The  first  is 
machinery.  We  are  producing  the  same 
quantity  of  hops  out  of  a  smnller  acreage. 
That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  trade 
conditions,  but  has  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
productiou.  In  itself  it  is  a  good  thing, 
but,  unfortunately,  you  cannot  have  good 
things  without  occasionally  bringing  some 
sort  of  disadvantage  on  others  who  are 
not  benefited  by  them.  The  result  is  a 
good  saving  of  labour,  and  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  hop  industry 
have  suffered  to  that  extent.  This  change 
is  not  attributable  to  the  importation  of 
forf^ign  hops,  which  has  declined  ;  it  is 
entirely  attributable,  first,  to  machinery 
and  improved  methods  of  production, 
and,  secondly,  to  the  use  of  hop  substi- 
tutes. Instead  of  asking  the  Chancetlor 
of  the  Exchecper  to  introduce  some  sort 
of  legislation  the  nature  of  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  cannot  quite 
indicate  to  me,  why  should  be  not  go  to 
his  fiends  the  brewers — they  are  great 
patriots  ;  in  fact  we  might  suppose  from 
the  sort  of  language  used  recently  they 
are  the  only  patriots— and  say,  "  Here 
are  you,  a  great  patriotic  trade  ;  why  are 
you  using  all  this  foreign  stuff,  some  of 
it,  I  understand,  consisting  of  rather 
deleterious  ingredients,  instead  of  the 
good  old  British  article,  hops  1 "  Hops 
produce  better  beer,  clearer  beer — I  do 
not  pretend  io  bo  an  authority,  but  I  am 
told  that  that  is  the  case.  Why  not  appeal 
to  them  ?  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  a  mistake  to 
have  legislation,  unless  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  to  ii»terfere  with  an 
industry.  If  you  got  a  trade  Hke  that 
to  use  the  real  British  article  instead 
of  resorting  to  this  adulterated,  dele- 
terious, mischevious,  pernicious  foreign 
stuff,  the  situation  would  be  savM. 
That  is  the  suggestion  I  make  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman ;  he  has  greater  infinence 
with  that  eomii5^i^;ty^^@|^^tje.  H 
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the  great  brewing  syndicates  were  in- 
dueea  to  use  hope  grown  in  Kenk  inrtead 
of  hofw  grown  in  Gatifornia,  and  oiher 
staff  grovn  in  «U  parts  oi  the  world,  i 
think  the  hap  industry  in  Kent  would 
hare  much  more  reason  to  thank  the 
hon.  Grentleman  than  it  will  for  making 
Tdgue  and  wild  suggestions,  which  he 
hiiOB^  ha«  really  not  oukUned,  and  whieh 
voold  not  be  effeotiT«  if  tbey  were  put 
into  qperation.  I  do  nok  wish  to  dog- 
matise. A  very  able  Committee,  pre- 
sided over  by  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  House,  is  at  present  inquiring  into 
this  industry.  It  has  been  sitting  seven 
days,  and  has  taken  evidenoe  frmn  the 
leading  hop-growers.  It  is  to  have 
evidence,  too,  from  the  brewers,  and  it  is 
pursuing  its  inquiry  with  every  expedi- 
tion. It  is  not  for  me  to  indicate  the 
nature  of  that  inquiry,  but  it  is  too  early 
to  have  a  discussion  on  the  subject.  The 
hon.  Qffitleman  is  entirely  wroog  in  sug- 
gesting that  there  is  some  abnormal 
dumping  of  foreign  hapa.  When  he 
talks  about  8,000  tons  he  i?  absolutely 
wrong.  He  has  mistaken  tons  for 
hundredweights. 

Sib  GILBEBT  PABKER  :  I  suppose 
the  ri|^(  bon.  Gentlemm  does  not  wish 
to  miBre[n«tM(t  mo.  I  md  8,000  tons* 
and  I  mean  8,000  tons. 

Mr.  LLOYIMiBOKGE  :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  accustomed  to  tariff  reform 
statistics. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER:  I  do 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Ur.  LLOYD- G£0R0E:  The  boa. 
Gentleman  has  only  hims^  to  bbuoe  for 
my  not  having  the  actual  figures.  If  he 
had  nven  me  even  three  hours'  notice  I 
could  hare  given  him  the  figures.  I  am 
informed  generally  that  S,000  tons  is  an 
exaggeration.  The  total  number  of  toss 
last  year  was  10,000,  and  that  seems  to 
represent  on  the  whole  the  quantity  which 
has  been  steadily  coming  in  for  years. 
During  the  twenty  years  of  the  Unionist 
Government  this  was  going  on,  and  every 
member  for  the  county  «  Kwb  was  a 
supporter  of  that  QoTemment.  They 
never  thought  it  neoeasary  to  interfere ; 
and  sorely  when  we  have  been  in  power 
only  two  years  we  might  at  any  rate  be 
given  some  time  to  inquire  into  the 


matter.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  are  the  only 
Government  who  have  really  inquired 
into  the  matter.  I  think  it  isa  wise  course 
not  to  legislate  without  inquiring  first.  It 
is  much  better  than  legielating  first  and 
making  investigations  afterwards.  If  the 
hon.  C^ntleman  does  not  mind  our  look- 
ing into  the  matter  and  getting  our  facts 
and  iiUormation  first,  I  wink  that  will  be 
our  wiser  course. 

Mr.  FORSTER  (Kent,  Sevenoaks) 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  was  no  doubt  in  a  state  of  suspended 
animation  realised  the  u^ency  of  the 
case  and  the  real  grounds  of  the  appre- 
hensions that  existed  in  the  hop-growii^ 
districts.  The  dumping  of  American  hops 
was  part  of  a  settled  policy  declared^by 
the  hop  growers  on  the  western  coast 
of  America,  to  make  it  impossible  for 
hops  to  be  grown  in  Great  Britain. 
It  was  part  of  a  policy  to  make  the 
British  market  a  happy  hunting  ground 
for  the  American  hop  grower.  That  was 
the  new  fact  in  the  situation  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  have 
left  out  of  account.  He  hoped  he  would 
include  it  in  the  scope  of  his  inquiry. 
The  result,  he  was  confident,  would  be  to 
force  him  to  the  conclusion  that  some 
steps  must  be  taken  unless  hop  growing 
was  to  come  to  an  end  as  a  British  in- 
dustry. Tha  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  why  an  attempt  was  not  made  to 
persuade  brewers  to  give  up  using  hop 
substitutes.  Why  did  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tax  this  substitutes  ? 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  Our 
beer  would  cost  us  more. 


Mr.  FOBSTER  said  that  that  was  a 
prospect  which  some  hon.  and  right  hon.- 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  view  with 
unotmcenu  Qe  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  realise  the  ui^ency  of 
this  matter. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington)  said 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer', .  had 
tried  to  make  a  party  point  with  refer- 
ence to  tariff  reform  statistics.  It^was 
quite  possible  that  tariff  reform  statistics 
like  everything  else  might  sometimes  be 
incorrect.   The  oti|^^,ePj9g(^gfeht 
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hon.  Gentleman  himself  gave  some  re- 
markable figures  with,  regard  to  the  un- 
employed o!  Germany,  his  figures  in- 
•oluding  some  women  and  some  partly 
employed  people.  When  he  (Mr.  Pike 
Pease)  put  a  Question  in  the  House  on  the 
subject  three  or  four  days  afterwards, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accepted  his 
«onection.  Under  the  circmnstances  he 
need  not  have  referred  to  tariff  reform 
figures.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
hops  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
that  thirty  years  ago  there  was  a  great 
number  of  imports  into  this  country. 
That  WM  perfectly  true,  but  when  they 
were  conu^ring  the  question  of  exports 
and  imports  he  should  take  into  account 
the  question  of  population  and  the  total 
amount  of  exports  and  imports.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
really  consider  the  question  as  one  of 
infinite  importance  to  a  very  large 
number  of  the  population  of  the  country 
and  one  in  wldoh  the  House  took  great 
interest. 

Ma.  GB£TTON  (Rutland)  said  the 
light  hon.  Gentlanan  had  inadvertently 
made  one  or  two  statements  which 
were  not  in  accordance  with  facts,  at  any 
rat^  aa  they  had  been  put  before  the  Hops 
Oommittee,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
It  had  been  given  in  evidence  that  in 
brewing'  only  a  small  proportion  of  hop 
sabstitutes  wus  used.  The  relative  im- 
portance of  this  question  of  substitutes 
should  be  laid  clearly  before  the  House. 
The  official  returns  showed  that  aomething 
like  671,000  cwts.  of  hops  were  used  in 
brewing  last  year,  and  only  246  cwts.  of 
hop  substitutes.  Personally  he  would  be 
quite  willing  to  see  tikem  entirely 
abolished.  The  importation  complained 
of  was  an  abnormal  consignment  of 
Califomian  hops  two  years  old.  It 
already  amounted  to  about  5,000  tons, 
and  a  further  consignment  of  about 
3,000  tons  was  expected.  It  was  i  n  regard 
to  that  6»eptional  importation  that  the 
hon.  Hembec  for  Chavesend  had  appealed 

Mr.  Fite  Pease, 


to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
come  to  the  help  of  the  hop  indostrr 
in  Kent,  which  was  undoubtedlj  in  a  very 
deplorable  condition.  The  inquiry-  of  die 
Committee  was  not  complete.  As  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  he  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  when  the  season  was  good  there  wen 
no  better  hops  than  English  hops,  bet  un- 
fortunately the  seasons  were  not  alwaja 
good.  The  House  was  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  judge  how  far  foreign  hops 
were  necessary.  He  strongly  supported 
the  appeal  t^t  had  been  made  in  regard 
to  the  special  importation,  which 
threatened  grave  injury  to  the  hop  indns* 
try  daring  the  coming  season. 

*SiB  W.  J.  00LUN8  (St.  Pancraa,  W.) 
said  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Hop 
Industry,  of  which  he  was  chairman, 
was  only  appointed  four  weeks  ago,  and  it 
had  addressed  itself  to  its  rather  wide 
reference  with  considerable  expedition 
and  industry,  having  sat  sometimes  twice 
a  week,  and  for  five  or  six  honn  at  a 
stretch.  Its  terms  of  reference  indaded 
the  whole  subject  of  the  past  and  present 
condition  of  tike  hop  industry.  Thm 
had  been  no  inquiry  on  tiie  snbject  for 
seventeen  years,  and  a  great  deal  of  valu- 
able evidence  had  accumulated.  The 
Committee  would  be  able  to  report  to  tiie 
House  precise  figures  as  to  the  acreage 
formerly  under  hops  and  the  extent  to 
which  that  acreage  had  been  reduced  in 
Kent  and  Sussex.  Eigoira  would  also  be 
given  in  rrapect  of  Heiefordahiie  and 
Worcesterdiire.  The  growers  had  pre- 
sented their  case  in  a  fur  and  satasfoctoiy 
manner,  and  after  the  recess  evidence 
would  be  given  on  behalf  of  the  brewers, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rutland  having 
suggested  certain  witnesses  who  would 
be  able  to  give  valuable  evidence.  The 
whole  question  of  foreign  imports  was 
abo  engaging  tiie  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  and  precise  figures  would  be  g^ven 
of  imports  not  only  from  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  but  also  from  the  Pacific  Coast. 
There  was  no  intention  to  delay  the  in- 
quiry, and  the^  Pf^^^^^t^ligizions 


1013  Adjoamment.         |U  April  1908}         Adjournment.  1014 

to  mate  it  as  complete  and  satiafaotory  Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY:  If  you 
aa  possible  in  order  that  legislation,  if  reduce  the  price  of  hops  can  you  ensure 
necessary,  might  follow  full  investigation,  a  redaction  in  the  price  of  beer  ? 


Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  said 
he  had  lived  aU  his  life  in  the  centre  of  a 
hop-growing  district,  and  to  his  know- 
ledge there  had  always  been  an  outcry 
in  the  hop  country  against  foreign  hops. 
He  could  go  back  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years  and  he  remembered  that  Lord 
Salisbury  told  the  hop  growers  of  Kent 
that  they  could  not  expect  a  tax  on  their 
particular  product  unless  they  were 
willing  to  concede  a  tax  upon  other 
people's  products;  and  he  asked  them 
whether  there  was  any  likelihood  that 
the  people  of  this  country  would  consent 
to  a  tax  on  bread  to  please  the  growers 
of  com.  Hitherto  the  Party  opposite 
had  declared  tbat  they  would  never 
tax  raw  material.  Did  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  adhere  to  that  position  ? 

Sib  OttBERT  PARKER  said  he  did 
not  ask  for  a  general  tax  on  hops.  He 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
deal  with  an  abnormal  situation  in 
accordance  with  his  promise  that  if  a  case 
of  excessive  damping  was  shown  he 
could  deal  with  it  under  our  present 
fiscal  system. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  for  more 
than  thirty  years  the  Kentish  farmers  had 
been  asking  for  a  tax  on  hops  in  order 
to  raise  the  price.  TarifE  reformers  told 
them  they  did  not  desire  that  the  price 
-should  be  raised;  they  only  wanted 
the  foreigner  to  pay  the  tax.  Yet 
lecentiy  a  meeting  of  Kentish  farmers 
passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  a 
-Ms.  duty  was  required  in  order  to 
raise  the  price  of  hops  by  403.  It  was 
complained  that  the  Americans  were 
sending  their  snrpIoB  production.  Of 
■coarse  they  were,  and  one  of  the  secrets 
of  bunness  was  to  sell  what  one  did 
iu)t  one*8  self  require. 


Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
has  exhausted  his  right  of  speaking. 

Mb.  HAROLD  COX,  continuing,  said 
that  what  the  hon.  Member  proposed  was 
to  put  a  tax  on  raw  material  in  order 
to  raise  the  price.  Now  they  had  a  clear 
definition  of  what  was  meant  by  tariff 
reform.  It  did  not  mean  taxing  manu- 
factured articles,  or  taxing  the  foreigner, 
but  it  meant  raising  the  price  of  raw 
materials,  and  raising  the  price  to  the 
home  consumer. 

Mb.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth)  suggested 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
he  had  power  to  prevent  the  passing 
through  the  Castom  House  of  this  ab- 
normal shipment  of  foreign  hops,  which 
were  two  years  old  and  were  to  be 
sold  at  a  knock-out  price.  In  view 
of  their  age,  it  might  be  that  they  con- 
tained the  germs  of  disease  and  were  not 
fit  to  be  sold  on  the  market.  Let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  place  an  embargo  on  them 
until  it  had  been  ascertained  whether  they 
contained  any  deleterious  matter,  or 
whether  they  were  really  fit  for  consump- 
tion. He  thought  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  in  such  an  abnormal  case, 
might  take  some  steps  to  put  an  embargo 
on  hops  which  were  proved  to  be  unfit 
for  consumption.  Until  the  Select  Com- 
mittee had  made  its  report,  and  the 
matter  had  been  thoroughly  looked  into, 
he  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  cause  some  steps  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  hops  being  brought  here  until 
it  was  ascertained  that  they  were 
thoroughly  fit  to  be  introduced  into  the 
country. 

Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Burghs)  said  he  wished  to  ask  the  Leader 
of  the  House  if  in  arranging  the  business 
he  would  include  an  Educatibn.£ill|for 
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Scotland.  He  might  remind  (he  right  hoii. 
Qeatleman  that  they  bad  already  had  six 
Education  Bills  iatroduc^d  by  two  Govern- 
ments during  the  last  seven  years,  and  it 
would  be  a  source  of  great  disappoint- 
ment in  Scotland  if  an  Education  Bill  for 
Scotland  were  not  carried  this  session. 

Mr.  JOWETT  (Bradford,  W.)  said  he 
would  like  to  put  before  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  the  consideration  of  a 
matter  in  connection  with  hope,  having 
relation  to  the  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  regard  to  home  brewing. 
Brewing,  in  consequence  of  the  changes, 
had  been  driven  into  the  hands  of 
brewing  syndicates.  About  1880,  when 
Parliament  took  the  tax  off  barley  and 
placed  taxation  on  liquor,  the  result  was 
practically  to  cut  off  the  old  custom  of 
brewing  at  home  which  used  to  prevail 
in  a  large  part  of  the  country.  He  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  would  see  that  the  Committee  which 
had  this  subject  under  consideration 
inquired  into  the  advisability  of  revert- 
ing to  the  old  system  of  encouraging 
harmless  brewing  of  beer  at  home, 
instead  of  patronising  the  substitutes 
and  chemicals  used  by  the  brewers 
of  the  country.  He  also  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  what  he  pro- 
posed to  do  with  regard  to  a  far 
more  important  subject — that  of  un- 
employment. It  would  be  within  the 
recollection  of  Members  that  a  proposal 
made  from  those  benche3  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  a  Bill  on  the  subject  of 
unemployment  was  rejected  by  the  House. 
That  might  be  right  or  wrong.  Person- 
ally, he  thought  the  Bill  was  sound,  for 
he  could  not  get  over  the  feeling  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  and  of  the 
community  to  see  to  the  interests  of  the 
miemployed  so  long  as  they  were  willing 
to  work.  He  therefore  contended  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Administration 
to  say  what  they  intended  to  do  in  the 
matter.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult 
under  the  forms  of  the  House  to  get  a 
discussion  on  any  subject.  Private  Mem- 
bers were  almost  wiped  "  off  the  mat " 

Mr.  Annan  Bryce. 


so  to  speak.   Then  could  be  no  mor 
inportant  aabjeok  than  the  unemployntf 
problem.    Doab4l«M  the   right  kos. 

Gentleman  would  answer  that  there  were 
various  reforms  which  might  have  some 
infhience  with  the  question.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers above  the  gangway  believed  that 
certain  charges  in  the  matter  of  the 
importation  of  foreign  hops  might  hare 
some  influence ;  some  hon.  Members  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  believed  that 
the  taxation  of  land  values  might  have 
some  effiaot  on  unemployment,  and 
others  believed  that  in  the  years  to  cobm, 
how  many  years  they  eould  not  tell,  the 
Small  Holdings  Act,  passed  last  ve*r, 
might  have  some  influence  also.  But  all 
these  things  were  in  the  dim  and  distant 
future,  while  unempk>yment  was  present 
with  us.  Men  were  withwt  woark, 
and  were  wanting  it,  and  since  privato 
Members  had  no  respobsibUitieB  in  the 
House  under  the  present  system  of 
national  administration,  and  sinw 
Ministers  only  were  responsible  for  their 
own  Departmental  he  asked  them  to 
exercise  that  responsibility,  and  say  that 
day  what  they  intended  to  do  about 
unemployment.  It  was  a  most  pressing 
question,  and  be  thought  he  Mras  within 
bis  rights  in  respectfully  demanding  a 
reply  from  the  right  hon  Gentleman  as 
to  what  was  intended  to  be  done. 

Mr.  clement  EDWARDS  (Denbigh, 
District)  said  he  represented  a  con- 
stituency whwe  a  very  large  number  d 
electors  were  engaged  as  workmen  in 
breweries.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last 
election  the  Tariff  Reform  League  carried 
on  an  agitation  among  them,  and  one  of 
thur  representatives  was  asked  whether 
the  League  were  prepared  to  run  the  risk 
of  injuring  the  brewing  trade  by  puMmg 
a  tax  on  the  raw  material — hops.  Kie 
very  emphatic  reply  was  given  by  the 
representative  of  the  Tariff  Befonn 
League  that  they  were  prepared  to  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  He  was  sure 
that  if  that  kind  of  representation  had 
not  been  made  his  majority  irt  the 
election  would  ,  have,  been .  e^en.  g^tw 
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tluD  it  was.  Thfly  had  that  disdnct  reply 
from  a  representative  of  the  League, 
which,  it  had  been  said,  coukl  not  blow 
both  hot  and  cold ;  but  if  their  pt^cy 
with  regard  to  raw  materia  had  dumged, 
ho  woidd  a^  as  a  personid  favour  tluit 
the  League  should  send  a  representative 
into  his  cautitoency  to  explain  that 
hieb.  He  profemted  most  emf^tically 
against  Uie  proposal  to  increase  the 
number  of  unemployed  by  putting  a  tax 
opon  the  raw  material  calfod  hops. 
I>oabtle»  they  would  hear,  in  connection 
with  another  Bill  which  was  to  be  dis- 
coved  immediately  after  the  holidays, 
a  great  deal  about  throwing  persons  out 
of  ei^Ioyment  in  connection  with  the 
brewery  trade ;  but  he  ventured  to  say 
that  the  number  thrown  out  wocld  be  the 
merest  fraction  compared  with  the 
nwoiber  that  would  be  unemployed  if  the 
ideas  of  the  fa<^  farmers  were  realised, 
and  a  tax  were  put  up(Hi  the  raw  material 
<st  the  Inewing  trade. 

Captain  CLIVE  (Herefordshire,  Ross) 
said  that  hon.  Members  had  not  attempted 
to  define  what  they  called  raw  matetial, 
and  he  thought  the  House  would  readily 
■agree  that  there  could  be  no  hard  and  fast 
line  drawn.  He  was  prepared  to  say 
about  hops,  whether  they  were  raw 
material  or  not,  that  very  mudi  more 
money  went  in  labour  with  hops  before 
they  reached  the  brewer  than  after  they 
became  the  raw  material  of  manu- 
facture. It  had  been  pointed  out 
by  both  the  present  and  the  late 
Prime  Minister  that  under  present  legis- 
lation it  was  perfectly  possible  to  deal 
with  special  cases  of  dumping  as  they 
arose.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  his  reply  to  his  hon.  friend  had  made 
no  reference  to  that  point  whatever.  His 
hon.  fiiend  had  taken  particular  care 
not  to  dictate  what  should  be  the 
remedy  adopted  ;  he  had  simply  pointed 
out  that  both  the  present  and  the  late 
Leader  of  the  House  had  declared  their 
ability  to  deal  with  special  cases  as  they 
arote ;  and  he  had  asked  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to  put  the  existing  powers  in 
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force.   He  was  not  sure  whether  undet 

the  rules  of  the  House  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  could  speak  again,  but  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  how  the 
Gtorernment  would  be  prepared  to  deal 
with  such  oases  as  the  one  in  question. 
The  frequent  statements  they  had  made 
of  their  alnlity  to  deal  with  tiiem  had 
c(mBtitated  one  of  the  commonest  argu- 
ments, at  any  rate,  against  the  urgency 
of  the  introduction  of  tariff  reform. 

Mb.  YEKNKY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) 
said  he  would  remind  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  that  this  was  not  ^ 
the  first  ship  that  had  approached  the 
English  shores  with  hops :  many  and 
many  another  ship  had  come.  The  hon. 
Member  and  his  friends  asked  that  the 
Government  should  exercise  their  powers 
— powers  which  had  never  been  defined 
or  explained  by  them.  He  had  been 
listening  in  vain  fur  some  definition. 
What  hon.  Members  really  asked  for 
was  drastic  legislation,  not  to  meet 
this  particular  caSe,  but  to  put  a  duty 
of  40s.  on  hops  to  last  from  now  until 
Doomsday.  He  had  asked  every  witness 
who  had  come  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Hop  Industry  whether 
the  40s.  duty  which  had  been  alluded  to 
time  after  time  by  witness  after  witness 
was  to  meet  this  particular  case ;  and 
all  those  who  had  had  the  greatest 
experience  had  answered  "No."  What 
they  meant  was  a  40s.  duty  on  hops,  and 
that  the  duty  was  to  last  as  long  as 
the  hop  industry  continued.  That  was 
the  endence  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee. This  question  had  arisen  before 
and  had  been  argued  out  time  after  time 
as  being  a  permanent  duty  on  hops.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  he  under  the 
impression  that  anything  else  had  been 
asked  for  from  the  Committee,  because 
that  and  that  only  was  the  demand  made 
by  witness  after  witness. 

Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.) 
said  he  had  put  down  a  Question  to  the 
Home  Secretary  respecting  the  irapris(m- 
ment  of  a  number  of 
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unemployed  in  Manchester.  He  asked 
if  the  right  hon.  Geotlenuui  would  ask 
for  a  report  in  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  imprisonment  of  these 
men,  and  whether  he  would  take  any 
action  with  a  view  to  reducing  what  was 
deemed  by  the  Labour  Party  to  be  a 
very  extreme  sentence.  Perhaps  the 
Under-Secretary  could  say  whether  any 
report  had  been  received,  and  if  so^ 
whether  any  action  in  the  direction  the 
Labour  Party  wished  was  contemplated. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  THX  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  | 
^Herbert  Samuel,  Yorkshire,   Cleve- 1 
land) :  The  hon.  Member  did  not  give  me  | 
any  notice  of  the  Question  and  I  am  afraid  { 
therefore  that  I  cannot  give  him  any  [ 
definite  reply,  but  I  will  make  immediate 
inquiry  to  see  whether  any  action  is 
possible. 

Mb.  CROOKS  (Woolwich)  said  the 
desire  of  the  Labour  Party  was  that  the 
House  should  rise  to  a  sense  of  its  own 
responsibility.  They  were  constantly 
told  that  inquiries  would  be  made,  and 
in  that  way  the  whole  thing  drifted  on 
from  year  to  year  with  occasionally  a 
little  sop  to  keep  men  quiet.  Imprison- 
ment could  have  no  terrors  to  men  or 
women  who  lived  a  life  which,  under 
present  conditions,  was  almost  a  hell  to 
them.  Imprisonment  would  not  ter- 
rorise people  into  obeying  the  law  when 
the  State  permitted  them  to  exist  in  a 
far  worse  state  outside  prison  than  inside. 
The  Under-Secretary  had  promised  them 
further  inquiry  and  sympathy.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  world  so  cheap  as 
sympathy.  They  were  constantly  being 
told  that  the  House  of  Commons  could 
do  nothing  and  that  it  was  a  delibera- 
tive Assembly.  They  bad  had  a  good 
example  of  that  that  day,  because  they  had 
been  deliberating  for  some  considerable 
time  on  nothing  in  particular.  They 
were  not  punishing  these  men  but  rather 
relieving  them  for  a  time  by  putting 
them  in  prison.  It  behoved  those  repre- 
senting the  Government  to  look  round 
to  see  if  the  existing  state  of  things  could 
not  be  relieved.  They  had  some  hopes 
that  the  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  his  deep  sympathy  and  brilliant 

Mr.  Chjna. 


intellect  would  be  able  to  help  them- 
In  this  matter  in  the  past  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  cajole,  flatter,  or 
abuse  the  Grovemment  in  order  to 
encourage  them  to  do  something.  I 
they  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
a  poor  woman  by  the  neglect  of  some 
official  in  an  institution  had  been  put 
into  a  bath  and  boiled,  the  hon.  Member 
would  simply  get  up  and  say,  "I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  boiled 
lunatics  are  not  in  my  Department." 
He  appealed  to  hon.  Members  during  the 
next  ten  days  to  consider  what  could  be 
done  for  the  surplus  population.  They 
must  be  absorbed  in  some  kind  of 
useful  work  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  do  something  to  find 
them  employment  This  sending  of 
the  unemployed  to  prison  was  a  very 
serious  thing,  not  only  for  those  who 
were  imprisoned  but  for  those  outside^ 
because  prison  had  no  terrors  for  them. 
He  hoped  the  Home  Secretary  wouM  be 
able  to  send  a  message  of  peace  to  those 
poor  men  who  had  been  imprisoned  at 
Manchester  after  being  found  guilty  of 
what  %  Simply  of  trying  to  get  their  daily 
bread  honestly. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM 
(Glamorganshire,  Rhondda)  asked  when 
the  Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  would  be 
proceeded  with.  He  had  been  appealing 
to  the  House  for  the  last  twenty  years 
upon  this  question.  Only  a  few  weeks 
ago  a  distinct  promise  was  made  that 
the  Bill  would  be  introduced  before  the 
Easter  holidays.  He  knew  that  certain 
things  bad  happened  which  were  in  no 
way  under  the  control  of  the  Govem- 

'  ment,  and  no  body  of  men  sympathised 
more  with  the  ex-Premier  than  the 
miners.  Ihere  was  a  tumour  that  the 
Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  was  going  to 

<  be  dropped.  He  knew  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  sufficient  trouble  without 
dropping  the  Miners  Bill,  and  he  hoped 
that  course  would  not  be  dreamed  of, 
because  the  consequences  would  be  very 
serious  indeed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

HouM  adjourned  at  t«-enty-fiv<r 
minatea  pant  Four  tilt  Moo- 


day,  27th 
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The  House  met 
Three  of  the  Clook. 


at  a  quarter  before 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


^  Draycott  Gas  Bill ;  (Josport  Gas  Bill ; 
-|  Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock 
J  Bill ;  Leeds  Corporation  Bill ;  Leicester 
^  Corporation  Bill;  Motherwell  Burgh 
j  Extension,  fto.,  Bill.— Read  the  third 
^  time,  and  passed. 

.|  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  (King's 
■|  Consent  signified). — Bill  read  the  tMrd 
£  time,  and  passed. 

I  Wishaw  Burgh  Electricity,  ftc.,  Bill.— 
^1  Read  tiie  third  time,  and  passed. 

tDundalk  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — 
As  amended}  considered ;  to  be  read  the 

'■^  third  time, 
e 

Andenshaw  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Oamberwell  and  other 
Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  (Super- 
annuation) Bill  [Lords] ;  Fishguard  and 
RossUre  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill 
I  [Lords] ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation 
Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and 
!S  committed. 


Local  Government  ProVisioast  Orders 
(No.  2)  BiH.—"  To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relating  to  Bridlington,  Fulwood, 
Romford,  and  Weymouth  and  Melcdmbe 
Regis,"  presented  by  Dr.  Macnamara ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Bums ;  read  the  -first 
time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed,  [Bill  194.] 

Edinburgh  Corporation  {Tramwaj^,**.) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill, — "  To  confirm 
a  Provisional  Order  under  The  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Edinburgh  Corporation 
Tramways,  Ac.,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sin- 
clair ;  read  the  first  time ;  and  (vdered 
(under  Section  9  of  the  Act)  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  6th  May, 
and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  195.]  • 


PETITIONS. 


^  Pontypridd  Water  Bill  [Lords].— Read 
^  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


.s  Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council 
>]  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).— Bead  a  second 
c  time,  and  committed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No,  1)  Bill.—"  To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relating  to  Bath,  Little  Lever, 
Stanhope,  Stratford-on-Avon  (Rural), 
Stratton  and  Bude,  and  the  Hemel 
Hempstead  Joint  Hospital  District," 
presented  by  Dr.  Macnamara  ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Bums  ;  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
193.] 
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COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOUES)  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :   From  Algernon 
Pit;    Ashton  Moss;    Ashton's  Green; 

Brackley  Colliery ;  Cadrow ;  Cambois ; 
Clyde  Colliery  ;  Coal  Pit  Heath.  (Glou- 
cester) ;  CktDma  Green ;  Dykeford 
Colliery ;  Femiegair  Colliery ;  Forley 
Colliery,  ToUcross ;  Hartshead  Branch, 
York;  Hepscott  Colliery;  Gateside; 
Gwendraeth  ColUery  :;  Kirkiatilloch ;  Lea 
Green;  Linby;  Netherton Hall ;  Nether* 
ton  Howard ;  New  Cwmmaur  Colliery ; ' 
Newton ;  North  Elswick  ;  Pentremaur 
Colliery  ;  Preston  Colliery ;  .  Ross ; 
31eekburn ;  South  Elswick ;  Sutton 
Heath ;  Wishaw ;  and  Wyke ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
UlAND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Torquay ; 
and  Warminster ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Ash ;  Beacons- 
field  ;  Bridlington ;  Carmarthen  ;  Crew- 
kerne  ;  Driffield  ;  East  Horsley  ;  Helper- 
thorpe  ;  High  Wycombe  ■;  Isle  of  Thanet ; 
Marlow  (two) ;  Princes  Risborough  ; 
Rotherh%m  (two) ;  Salisbury ;  Thraps- 
ton  ;  WalUngford;  Weavertl 
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West  Wiltohire;  Whuton;  and  Wold 
Newton  I  to  lie  npon  the  Table. 

UCENSIKa  BILL. 

Petitions  for  alteration :  From  Beeston ; 
and  Bradford  (Yorke) ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

JJCSmSQ  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour :  Vrom  Abbeydale ; 
AV)ergwiU  ;  Alvaston ;  Arnold ;  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  (five) ;  Ash  Vale  ;  Auchen- 
caim  ;  Barking ;  Barrir^ton  ;  Barrow- 
on-Soar ;  Battlefield  ;  Bearsden ;  Bed- 
ford (three)  ;  Beeston ;  Birkdale  (two) ; 
Blackpool  (four) ;  Blyth  (two) ;  Bod- 
wTog ;  Bonhill ;  Bonkle ;  Bovey  Tracey ; 
Bradford;  Biadford-on-Avon ;  Bridling- 
ton (two);  Brockley;  Broadstaiis; 
Br3nadu ;  •  Brynsiencynr ;  Clambois 
(three) ;  Castle  Donington ;  Charles- 
worth  ;  Cheddar  Valley ;  CJhelsea ; 
Chisworth  ;  Clevelys  ;  Clydebank  ; 
Coalville  ;  Co^tdyke  ;  Combe  Martin  ; 
Convil  Elvet  (two) ;  Cowgate ;  Cross- 
hill  ;  Crouch  Hill  (two) ;  Dalbeattie ; 
Da)mnir ;  Dartmouth  (two) ;  Dawlish ; 
Pelting  ;  Derby ;  Derbyshire  ;  Devon- 
port  ;  East  Ham  ;  Edinburgh  (eight) ; 
Falkirk  (four) ;  Ferry  ;  Filey ;  Firth ; 
Fishguard  ;  Glasgow  (five) ;  Glencaim  ; 
Glenelg  ;  Gomersal  (two) ;  Great  Yar- 
mouth (two) ;  Greenwich  ;  Hackney  ; 
Hamilton  ;  Harrow  Road  ;  Heckmond- 
wike ;  Helensbui^h  (two) ;  Highbridge  ; 
Holloway  Road;  Holm;  Holyhead; 
Huddersfield ;  Iver ;  Kentish  Town  ; 
Kingswood ;  Eirkham ;  Eorkintillock 
(four) ;  Lanark ;  Lancaster  (ten) ; 
Langholm  (three) ;  Leicester  (three) ; 
Lerwick ;  Linlithgow  and  Falkirk  ; 
Llanarthney  ;  Llanybyther ;  Lochend  and 
New  Abbey  ;  London  (two) ;  Lough- 
borough ;  Maidenhead  (two) ;  Manor 
Park  (two) ;  Marsden  ;  Melbourne ; 
Melkshara  (two) ;  Melton  Mowbray 
(two)  ;  Milford  ;  Morecambe  ;  Morpeth ; 
New  Barnet ;  Newborough  ;  Newbridge  ; 
Newcastle  Emlyn ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
(two) ;  Newnham ;  North  Ronaldshay 
(four) ;  North  Shields ;  Nottingham 
(six) ;  PenrhoslUgwy  ;  PoUokshaws  ; 
Pontyberem  (four) ;  Poulton  le  Fylde  ; 
Benton  (three) ;  St.  Annes  on  Sea  (two) ; 
St.  Clears ;  St.  Helens  (three) ;  St. 
James ;  Salford  (four) ;  Seer  Green  ; 
Sheffield ;  Shepshed  ;  Shire  Moor ; 
Skye ;  Tongue  ;  Torquay  (four) ;  Trow- 


bridge; Uphill;  Vale  of  Levi^n  t  Valley; 
Veln^;win ;  Warminster ;  Waterside ; 
West  Bri^oid ;  Woking  (three) ;  Wood- 
bridge  ;  and  Wroxall ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UQUOR   TRAFFIC   (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Alexan- 
dria ;  Cadzow  Oak ;  Cathcart ;  Falkirk ; 
Glasgow ;  Kingussie ;  and  Linlitl^ow 
and  Falldrk ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATINO  LIQUORS  ON 
ST7NDAT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Brixham ; 
Deptford ;  and  East  London ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
(RSCB88)._ 

The  following  Papers,  presented  by 
Oimmand  -  of  His  Majesty  during  the 
fiaster  Recess,  were  delivered  to  the 
Librarian  of  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  Recess,  puniiant  to  the 
Standing  Order  of  14th  August,- 1896  :— 

Army  (Militia  Units). — Copy  of  Return 
showing  the  Establishment  of  each 
Unit  of  Militia  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  numbers  present,  absent,  and 
wanting  to  complete,  at  the  Tn^ning 
of  1907. 

Cancer  Researcb  (Colonies).T-C>opy  of 
ftirther  Correspondence  relatii^  to  the 
Chancer  Research  Scheme. 

Education  (Scotland). — Copy  of  Regu- 
lations as  to  Grants  to  Secondary  Schoola 
in  Scotland,  1908.. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  1908.— Copy 
of  Preliminary  Draft  of  the  Articles 
of  a  Charter  for  the  University  to  have 
its  seat  in  Belfast. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  1908.— Copy 
of  Preliminary  Draft  of  the  Articles 
of  a  Charter  for  the  Univerraty  to  have 
its  seat  in  Dublin. 

Mines  and  Quarries. — CTopy  of  Reports 
of  His  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Mines 
to  the  Secretary  of  StOte^t^t^Home 


Deparim^t  Under  the  OsaX  Uines  Regu- 
lation Acts,  1887  to  1896,  the  Metal- 
liferous Mines  Regulation  Acts,  1872 
and  1875,  and  the  Quairies  Act,  1894, 
for  the  year  1907* 


Cyprus. — Copy  of  Coirespondenoe  re- 
lating to  the  a&irs  of  Cyprus. 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Proceedings). 
— Copy  of  Return  of  Proceedings  of 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  during  the 
month  of  December,  1907. 

■  Prisons  (Scotland). — Copy  of  Thirtieth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Commis- 
aioners  for  Scotland,  being  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Annual  Report  on  Prisons  in 
Scothind,  1907. 

Treaty  Series  (No.  10,  1908).— Copy 
of  Agreement  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  France  respecting  Death  Duties, 
signed  at  London,  15th  November, 
1907.  Ratifications  ezchai^d  at  Ifondon, 
9th  December*  1907. 

Trade  Report  (Annual  Series). — Copies 
of  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports, 
Annual  Series,  Nos.  3972-3974,  and 
3977. 

Bfiscellaneous,  No.  3  (1908).— Copy 
of  Correspondence  with  His  Majesty  s 
Ambassador  at  Berlin  respecting  a  De- 
claration by  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain,  Denmark,  France,  (Jermany, 
the  Netherlands,  and  Sweden  on  the 
subject  of  the  maintenance  of  the  status 

Sto  in  the  territories  bordering  upon  the 
orth  Sea. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 
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for  the  year  1907  [by  Oommand]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT.  1887  (EVIC- 
TION NOTICES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Eviction 
Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
31st  March,  1908  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND), 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  : — 
Manual  of  .Procedure  in  the  Public 
Business  of  the  House  of  Gommona, 
1908  [2nd  edition]. 


NEW  WRIT. 


New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Wolver- 
hampton (East  Division),  in  the  room 
of  the  right  hon.  Sir  Henry  Hartley 
Fowler,  a.aS.I.  (ChUtem  Hundreds).— 
(iff.  WMtetey.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES^ 


Imprisonment  at  St*  Petersburg  ot  llr> 
TduvskoTsky. 

Mb.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiaira,  whether  he  can  take  any  action 
in  the  case  of  Nicholas  Tchayskovsky, 
a  distinguished  man  of  science  of  Russian 
birth  (but  resident  in  this  country  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  several 
of  whose  family  are  British  subjects), 
confined  since  24th  November,  1907, 
in  the  fortress  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 
at  St.  Petersburg,  without  charge  pre- 
ferred against  him  ;  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  a  memorial 
speaking  of  the  position  in  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him,  of  whatever  shade 
of  potitks  or  creed,  which  Mr.  Tchay- 
skovsky has  won  for  himself  during 
the  thirty  years  residence  in  England 
and  the  United  States ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  petition  of  sinular  weight 
has  been  adopted  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  eminent  medical  men, 
Professors  Bechterefi  and  VolUiofE,  report 
that  Mr.  Tchayskovsky's  life  is  en- 
dangered by  his  internment,  he  being  of 
an  advanced  age  and  sufiering  from 
heart  disease  ;  and  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  anything  can  be  done  by 
the  Foreign  Office  on  behalf  of  British 
subjects  who  are  relatives  of  this  dis- 
tinguished man  to  secure  that  he.  .may 
be  released  on  bailUhiDs  f£^^tiii^ikal. 
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,  {Ansipered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  I  undetBtahd  that  Hr.  Tchay- 
skovsky  i&  charged  with  being  implicated 
in  levolutionary  proceedings.  He  is  not 
a  British  subject,  and  there  is,  therefore, 
no  ground  on  which  diplomatic  action 
can  be  t&ken  by  His  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment. 

BailwiV  Groadiiff  at  Oarrydnff. 

Mr.  JOHN  0!DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
is  a  crossing  over  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western.  Railway  in  the  townland 
of  Garryduff,  electoral  division  of  Ballin- 
dine,  Claremorris  Union,  and  that  the 
people  of  Garryduff,  Woodstock,  Carrow- 
eonnor,  Levase^  Culiane^  Burris,  Baleboy, 
Crimline,  and  Rockforth  have  to  cross 
the  line  at  this  point ;  that  there  is  no 
other  convenient  way  for  the  vehicular 
"traffic  coming  from  and  going  to  these 
places ;  that  it  is  in  close  proximity 
.to  a  wood  and  a  sharp  curve,  which 
add  to  the  danger ;  that  recently  when 
crossing  the  line  a  cart  was  caught  by 
a  passenger  trun  and  smashed  to  pieces, 
serious  loss  of  life  having  being  narrowly 
averted  ;  and,  seeing  that  the  Claremorris 
District  Council  and  the  Mayo  County 
Council  forwarded  representations  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  necessity  of 
having  a  gate  lodge  erected  at  the  spot, 
with  a  gatekeeper  in  charge,  with  a  view 
to  saving  life  and  property,  whether 
efforts  will  be  made  to  compel  the  railway 
company  to  take  prompt  steps  to  safe- 
guaid  the  lives  of  the  numbers  of  people 
who  have  to  pass  there  at  all  hours  of 
the  day  and  night. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Uoyd-George.)  The 
crossing  in  question  does  not  appear  to 
be  one  of  a  public  carriage  road,  and  the 
railway  company  are,  therefore,  under 
no  statutory  obligation  to  employ  a 
gatekeeper  to  supervise  the  traffic  over 
the  croBSuig.  The  Board  of  Trade  have 
no  jurisdiction,  but  they  have  c^ed  the 
company's  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  have  received  a  reply  to  the  effect 
that  the  crossing  u  not  considered  a 
dangerous  one, 

Anher  Stnet  Post  Ofloe,  W. 

Mr.  8TANGER  (Kensington,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-Crenerat  whether 


the  Archer  Street  post  office  in  Wut- 
boume  Grove  is  in  need  of  Ixnng  zebuilt ; 
whether  plana  foe  the  purpose  are  yet 
completed,  and  possession  of  tiie  neces- 
sary land  obtained ;  and  when  the  build- 
ing operations  are  likely  to  be  com- 
menced. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
It  is  not  proposed  to  rebuild  tlus  office ; 
but  plans  for  mhuqpng  and  improving 
it  have  been  prepued  and  ue  under 
consideration.  Legal  difficulties  have  de- 
layed the  completion  of  the  purchase  of 
the  necessary  additional  land,  but  I  hope 
that  a  settlement  will  be  reached  before 
long. 

TzansmissUm  of  FreM  Telegiams. 

Mb.  JOWETT  (Bradford,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  a 
Departmental  Committee  has  reported 
that  the  existing  arrangements  of  the 
telegraph  service  are  now  inadequate 
to  provide  for  the  increasinp  hurry  and 
earfier  publication  .  of  provincial  news- 
papers ;  whether,  as  a  consequence,  the 
Committee  has  recommended  joint  priTate 
wires  from  a  London  agency  to  the 
offices  of  provincial  newspapers,  stafied 
by  operators  unattached  to  the  Post 
Office ;  whether  the  Committee  considers 
that  there  is  no  general  objection  to  the 
taking  away  from  the  hands  of  the 
Postmaster-General  of  the  work  of  trans- 
mitting news  from  London  to  the  pro- 
vinces ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
possibility  of  the  Postmaster-General 
permitting  a  great  extension  of  the 
system  of  sub-contracting  in  the  telegraph 
service,  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House 
may  be  appointed  to  consider  the  present 
position  of  the  telegraph  service. 

To  ask  thePostmaster-Goneral  whether 
he  is  in  a  position  to  inform  the 
House  if  he  has  completed  any  arran^- 
ments  with  newspaper  proprietors  or 
news  agencies  for  taking  over  the 
transmission  of  news  messages  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendationa 
of  a  Departmental  Committee ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  insert  in  the 
conditions  that  all  telegraph  operators 
employed  in  the  transmiaaion  of  messages 
over  wires  loaned  to  private  companies 
by  the  Post  Office  shall  be  paid  the 
same  rates  of  wages  as  are^^Mttd  to 
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established  postal  telegraph  operators 
working  in  tiie  same  town. 

{Answered  ly^Mr.  Sydney  Bitxton.)  I 
do  not  know  that  I  can  usefully  add  to 
the  replies  which  I  gave  to  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  7th  and  20th  ultimo, 
which  contain  full  information  on  the 
present  position  ,  of  the  question.  I 
may  add,  however,  that  I  see  no  reason 
for  appointing  a  Select  Committee  to 
consider  the  present  position  of  the 
telegraph  service. 

Ireland  and  the  Sugar  Duty* 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chwcellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  l^t  the  Dungarvan 
Urban  Council  has  passed  a  resolution 
objecting  to  the  heavy  burden  imposed 
on  Ireland  by  the  extra  duty  on  sugar, 
which  presses  severely  on  the  poor ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  re- 
mission of  the  same  favourably. 

(Anmoerei  hy  Mr.  ^^intA.)  Tes,  Sir. 
I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  Resolution 
in  question  through  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and,  like  all  other 
representations  on  the  subject  of  taxa- 
tion, it  will  receive  careful  consideration. 

Dog  Dealtfrs  and  Dog  Licences. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Dog  Tax  as 
at  jnesent  levied  falls  with  undue  severity 
upon  dealers  in  dogs,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  to  pay  upon  the  maximum  number 
of  dvgs  that  may,  at  any  one  Idme,  be 
kept  for  the  purposes  of  sale ;  and  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  amend  the  law  so 
as  to  allow  of  such  dealers  being  taxed 
upon  .some. less. onerous  and  more  equit- 
able system. 

{Aniwered  hy  Mr.  AsquUh.)  The  law 
and  practice  in  the  matter  is  as  stated  in 
the  Question  ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  any 
hardship  arises,  nor  does  there  appear  to 
me  to  be  any  sufficient  reason  for  altering 
the  system. 

Friendly  Societies  and  Income-Taz. 

Ms.  T.  R.  BETHELL  (Essex,  Maldon) : 
To  ask  Mr.  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  the  arrangement  made  with  building 


societies  as  regards  exemption  from  pay^ 
ment  of  income-tax  upon  borrowers 
interest,  as  sanctioned  by  Form  No.  13, 
Building  Societies  (Arrangement  B.)  In- 
come-Tax,  can  be  extended  to  registraed 
friendly  societies  upon  similar  informa- 
tion being  supplied  by  them  as  now  jp.VMi 
by  building  societies. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asguith.)  I  would 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  Answer  which 
I  gave  to  the  same  Question  b^  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Harwich  Divimon  on 
30th  March. 

Suggested  Tax  on  Traction  Engines,  etc 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast.  S.) :  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  damage  is  done 
by  traction  engines  and  heavy  locomotives 
to  roads  which  have  to  be  kept  in  constant 
repair  by  the  local  authorities,  he 'will 
consider  the  advisability  of  recommending 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  upon  such  con- 
veyances and  thereby  relieve  the  rate- 
payers from  the  burden  now  impraed  on 
them.   

(Answered  by  Mr.  Aaquith.)  The  sug 
gestion  is  one  which  shall  not  fail  to  re- 
ceive due  considraation  in  connection  with 
the  rebrm  of  local  taxation  gfflierally, 
which,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  probably 
aware,  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Qovemment. 

The  Duke  of  York's  School 
Mr.  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  from -what 
source  the  capitalexpended  on  the  present 
site  and  buildings  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
School,  Chelsea,  was  derived ;  whence 
came  the  capital  for  the  purchase  of  the 
new  site  near  Dover  and  tiie  buildings 
now  being  erected  there,  and  by  what 
board  or  authority  was  the  money  allotted 
and  ejcpended ;  and  what  authority  will 
control  the  disposal  of  the  present  site  and 
buildings  at  Chelsea,  and  the  disposal  of 
any  balance  should  the  same  be  sold. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
It  appears  from  the  records  which  are. 

readily  available  that  the  moneys  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  site  and  the  provision 
of  the  preset  biiildings  were^  derived 
partly  from  public  fundsand^iartl^^m 
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undumed  prize  mone3rB.  The  money 
for  the  new  site  and  buildings  is  being 
proviHonally  met  from  the  Military  "Works 
Loan.  The  money  was  allotted  by  the 
Army  Council,  acting  in  concert  with  the 
Treasury  and  the  Office  of  Works.  The 
authority  for  the  disposal  of  the  present 
site  and  buildings  and  the  moneys  derived 
from  the  sale  thereof  will  be  the  Office  of 
Works,  acting  in  concert  with  the  Army 
Council  and  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HORNIMAN  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  under  what  Act, 
scheme,  or  bequest  is  the  capital  repre- 
sented by  the  building  and  site  of  the 
Duke  of  York's  School,  Chelsea,  ad- 
ministered ;  and  are  tile  same  printed,  or 
where  can  they  be  inspected  by  persons 
interested  therein. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  estate  of  the  Duke  of  York's  School 
is  administered  under  the  Royal  Military 
Asylum  Chelsea  (Transfer)  Act,  1864. 


Hortalltsr  in  the  Licensed  Victoallen* 
Thade. 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln) ; 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  can  give  particulars  o( 
the  mortality  for  the  period  1900-2,  at 
five  age-groups  of  ages,  from  twenty-five 
to  thL*y-five,  thirty-five  to  forty-five, 
forty-five  to  fifty-five,  fifty-five  to  sixty- 
five,  and  sixly-five  upwards,  for  all 
occupied  males,  brewers,  publicans,  in- 
cluding innkeepers  and  inn-servants, 
publicans  in  London,  publicans  in  in- 
dustrial districts,  and  publicans  in  agri- 
cultural districts  respectively. 

{AnstBO'ed  hy  Mr,  John  Bunu.)  The 
following  are  the  particulars  of  tiie 

mortality  in  England  and  Wales  in  the 
period  1900-2  at  five  age-groups  of 
males  (aged  twenty-five  and  upwards) 
engaged  in  the  supply  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  as  compared  in  each  age-group 
with  that  of  all  occupied  males  taken  as 
100- 


26. 

35. 

45. 

55. 

65. 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

121 

157 

143 

145 

108 

Publicans,  ion-keepers,  inn-aervuits 

230 

217 

167 

150 

99 

220 

262 

194 

146 

93 

„      in  industrial  districts  - 

256 

226 

193 

175 

107 

„      in  agricultural  districts 

163 

140 

134 

95 

Standard  for  Preservatives  in  Food. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  any  standard  for  preserva- 
tives in  food  and  the  consequent  confusion 
prevailing  in  the  public  mind,  he  will  be 
prepared  to  incorporate  in  the  regula- 
tions he  is  now  drafting  under  the  powers 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  Public  Health 
(Regulation  of  Foods)  Act,  1907,  a  clause 
fixing  such  standard,  and  thereby  give 
practical  effect  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  of  1900. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  John  Burns.)  In 
view  oi  the  importance  of  the  public 
health  and  trade  interests  concerned, 
regulations  dealing  with  preservatives  in 
food  generally  could  not  be  made  without 
considerable  preliminary  inquiry  or  with- 
out supplementing  tiie  investigations  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  in  various 
directions.  In  these  circumstances  it 
has  not  been  found  practicable  to  include 
regulations  on  this  subject  in  the  series 
now  in  preparation,  but  I  have  not  lost 
sight  of  the  matter,  and^haye^^ady 
directed   inquiriiia' '^lb^^fe^fMS*^th 
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zflgaid  to  tho  present  position  of 
serraliTes  in  certain  foo^  stufts. 


pre- 


THE  LATE  PRIME  MINISTER. 
*Thb  prime  MINISTBR  and  FIRST 
liORD  OF  THK  TREASURY  (Mr.  As- 
QUiTH,  FifeBhire,  E.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  many 
of  us,  Sir,  have  corae  here  fresh  from  the 
service  in  Westminster  Abbey,  where, 
amidst  the  monuments  and  memories 
of  great  men,  the  nation  took  its  last 
farewell  of  all  that  was  mortal  iu  our 
late  Prime    Minister.     S^,  there  is 
not  a  man  whom  I  am  addressing  now 
who  does  not  feel  that  our  tribute  to  the 
dead  would  be  incomplete  if  this  House, 
of  which,  by  seniority,  he  was  the  father, 
and  which  for  more   thin  two  yeara 
ho  has  .led,  were  not  to  ofier  to  his 
memory  to-day  its  own  special  mark  of 
reverence  and  affection.    I  shalltherefore. 
Sir.  propose  before  I  sit  down  that  we 
should  lay  aside  for  to-day  the  urgent 
business  which  has  brought  us  together, 
and  that  the  House  do  at  once  adjourn 
until  to-morrow.    It  is  within  a  few 
months  of  forty  years  since  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  took  his  seat  in 
this  Chamber.    Mr.  Gladstone  had  just 
entered  upon  his  first  Premiership  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  powers  and  of  his 
authority.  A  new  House,  elected  upon  an 
eluded  sufirage,  had  brought  to  West- 
minster new  men,  new  ideas — as  some 
thought — a  new  era.   Among  the  new- 
comers there  were  probably  few,  judged 
by  the  superficial  tests  which  are  common- 
ly applied,  who  seemed  less  obviously 
destined  than  Mr.  Campbell,  as  he  then 
was,  for  ultimate  leadership.  There 
have  been  men  who,  in    the  cruel 
phrase  of  the  ancient  historian,  were 
universally  judged  to  be   fit  for  the 
highest  place  only  until  they  attained 
and  held  it.    Our  late  Prime  Minister 
belonged  to  that  rarer  class  whose  fitness 
for  such  a  place,  until  they  attain 
and  hi.ld  it,  is  never  adequately  mider- 
stood.    It  is  true  that  he  reached  office 
much  earlier  in  his  Parliamentary  career 
than  is  the  case  with  most  politicians. 
In  successive  Governments,  at  the  War 
Office,  at  the  Admiralty,  at  the  Irish 
Office,  and  at  the  War  Office  a^in,  he 
rendered    devoted   and   admirable,  if 
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little  advertised,  service  to  the  Stste. 
It  is  no  secret,  and  it  is  sufficient 
proof  that  he  himseif  had  no  ambition 
for  leadership,  that  when  he  was  for 
the  second  time  a  Cabinet  Minister,  he 
aspired.  Sir,  to  be  seated  in  your  chair. 
But  though  he  had  too  modest  an  estimate 
of  himself  to  desire,  and  still  less  to  seek, 
the  first  place  in  the  State,  it  fell  to  him, 
after  years  of  much  storm  and  stress 
by  a  title  which  no  one  disputed ;  and  he 
filled  it  with  an  ever-growing  recognition 
in  all  quarters  of  his  imique  qualifications. 
What  was  the  secret  of  the  hold  which 
in  these  later  days  he  unquestionably 
had  on  the  admiration  and  afiection 
of  men  of  all  parties  and  all  cre3ds  ? 
If,  as  I  think  was  the  case,  he  wis  one  of 
those   men   who  require   to  be  fally 
known  to  be  justly  measured,  miy  I  not 
say  that  the  more  we  knew  him,  both 
follovrers  imd  opponents,  the  more  we 
became  aware  that  on  the  moral  as  on 
the  intellectual  suie  he  had  endowments, 
rare  in  themselves,  still  rarer  in  their 
combination  ?   For   example,    he  was 
singularly  sensitive  to  human  sufiering 
and  wrongdoing,  delicate  and  even  tender 
in  his  sympathies,  alwa^  disposed  to 
despise  victories  won  in  any  sphere 
by  mere  brute  force,  an  almost  passionate 
lover  of  peace.    And  yet  we  have  not 
seen  in  our  time  a  man  of  greater  courage 
—courage  not  of  the  defiant  or  aggressive 
type,    but   calm,    patient,  persistent, 
indomitable.   Let  me,  Sir,  recall  another 
apparent  contrast  in  his  nature.  In 
politics  I  think  he  may  be  fairly  described 
as  an  idealist  in  aim,  and  an  optimist 
by  temperament.   Great  causes  appealed 
to  him.   He  was  not  ashamed,  even 
on  the  verge  of  old  age,  to  see  visions 
and  to  dream  dreams.   He  had  no 
misgivings  as  to  the  future  of  democracy. 
He  had  a  single-minded  and  unquench- 
able faith  in  the  unceasing  progress 
and  the  growing  unity  of   mankind.  . 
None  the  less,  in  the  selection  of  means, 
in  the  daily  work  of  tilling  the  political 
field,  in  the  choice  of  this  man  or  that 
for  some  particular  task,  he  showed 
not  only  that  practical  shrewdness  which 
came  to  him  from  his  Scottish  ancestors, 
but  the  ouUotdc,  the  detachment,  the 
insight  of  a  cultured  (gtoft 
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In  tmth,  B£r.  Speaker,  that  wUch  i^aVe 
him  the  authority  and  affection,  which, 
taken  together,  no  one  among  his  oon- 
temporaries  enjoyed  in  an  equal  measure, 
was  not  one  qnalitv  more  than  another 
or  any  union  of  qualities ;  it  was  the  man 
himself.  He  never  pnt  himself  forward, 
vet  no  one  had  mreater  tenacity  of 
purpose.    He  was  the  least  cynical  of 
mankind,  but  no  one  had  a  keener  eye 
for  the  hiunours  and  ironies  of  the  political 
nituation.   He   was   a   strenuous  and 
imcompromiaing  fighter,  a  strong  Party 
mm,  but  he  harboured  no  resentments, 
f>nd  was  generous  to  a  fault  in  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  others*  whether 
friends  or  foes.  He  met  both  good  uid 
"vil  fortune  with  the  same  unclouded 
brow,  the  same  unruffled  temper,  the 
name  imshakable  confidence  in  the  justice 
and   righteousness   of   his   cause.  Sir 
Henry  Campbell -Bannerman  had  hardly 
attained  the  highest  place,  and  made 
himself  fully  known,  when  a  domestic 
trial,  the  saddest  that  can  come  to  any 
of  us,  darkened  his  days,  and  dealt  what 
proved  to  be  a  fatal  blow  to  his  heart. 
But  he  never  for  a  moment  shirked  his 
duty  to  the  State.    He  laboured  on — 
we  here  have  seen  it  at  close  quarters — 
he  laboured  on  under  the  strain  of  anxiety, 
uid  later,  under  the  maiming  Bense  of 
a*  loss  that  was  ever  fresh,  always 
ready  to  respond  to  every  public  demand. 
And,  Sir,  as  we  knew  him  here,  so  after 
he  was  stricken  down  in  the  midst  of 
his  work,  a  martyr,  if  ever  there  was 
one,  to  conscience  and  duty,  so  be 
continued  to         end.   I  can  never 
foif;et  the  last  l^e  that  I  was  privileged 
to  see  lum,  almost  on  tjie  eve  of  his 
resignation.  His  mind  was  clear,  his 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  country 
and  of  this  House  was  undimmed ;  his 
talk  was  still  lighted  up  by  flashes 
of  that  homely  and   mellow  wisdom 
which  was  peculiarly   his  own.  Still 
more  memorable,  and  not  less  character- 
istio.  were  the  serene  patience,  the  un- 
troubled equanimity,  the  quiet  tarust,  with 
which  during  those  long  and  weary  days, 
he  awaited  the  call  he  knew  was  soon 
to  come.   He  has  gone  to  his  rest, 
and  to-day  in  this  House,  of  which  he 
was  the  senior  and  the  most  honoured 
Member,  we  may  call  a  tnioe  in  the 
strife  of  parties,  while  we  remember 
together  onr  common   loss,  and  pay  I 
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:  our  united  homage  to  a  grafnouB  and 

cherished  memory—^ 

"  How  happy  is  he  bom  and  taught 
That  aerveth  not  another's  will ; 
.  Whoae  armour  is  his'honest  thooght,  ■ 
And  simple  truth  his  atmost  skill ; 
•         •         •  •  • 

*'  This  man  is  freod  from  servile  bands 
Of  hope 'to  rise  or  fear  to  fall ; 
Lord'of  himself,  thoagh  not  of  lands, 
f  And,  having  nothing,  yet  hath  all." 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUQLAS  <Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  I  deeply  r^ret  the  al»ence 
of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  I 
have  reason  to  know  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  most  sincere  regret  to  my  ^^;ht  hon. 
friend  that  he  is  unable  to  be  in  his  place 
to-day,  but,  as  the  House  is  aware,  he  is 
it  this  moment  disabled  by  illness.  Had 
Tiy  right  hon.  Mend  been  present,  ho 
would  have  rejoiced  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  high  regard  he  entertained  for  the 
character  uid  career  of  the  statesman 
whose  loss  we  monm  to-day.  I  know 
that  as  an  opponent  my  right  hon.  friend 
-egarded  him  as  scrupulously  fwr  and 
chivalrous,  and  during  his  Leadership  he 
always  observed  the  high  traditions  of 
this  House.    In  the  unavoidable  and 
regretted  absence  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  it  falls  to  me  in  far  feebler  phrases 
to  second  the  Motion  moved  in  such 
eloquent  terms  by  the  Ihime  Minister. 
I  feel  myself  most  fortunate  in  knowing 
that  it  needs  no  persuasion  on  my  part  to 
induce  this  House  to  accept  the  Resolution 
unanimously.    While  in  this  country  the 
system  of  government  by  Party  has  long 
obtained  fmd  is  ftnnly  fixed,  yet  I  main- 
tain that  there  is  no  country,  and  no 
Assembly  in  uiy  country,  where  the  le* 
lations  of  political  opponents  are  more 
free  from  personal  bitterness  than  they  are 
in  this  country  and  in  tWs  House  of 
Commons ;  or  where,  on  occasions  such 
as  these,  there  is  greater  readiness  to  drop 
all  party  prejudice  and  to  recognise  to 
the  full  the  services  rendered  to  the  State 
by  political  opponents.   It  is  not  for  mey 
to  attempt  to  follow  the  Prime  Ifinistev 
in  his  survey  of  the  public  life  of  his  prel- 
decessor,  but  I  would  wish  to  be  alloweju 
to  associate  myself  with  all  the  tributes  th^e 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  paid  to  tl- 
memory  of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannfj  .f. 
man.    It  would  ill  become  me  to  critici'  ^ 
the  late  Prime  Minuter'a  policy  or  t' 
poUtibal  action  fc,gf9e^«^g©ii^Fe7  ^ 
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open  to  a  charge  of  insincerity,  and, 
indeed,  to  make  any  controversial  allusion 
to  them  would  at  once  put  me  out  of 
touch  with  the  House  on  the  present 
occasion.  If  there  anytlui^  ia  the 
present  Motion  that  seemed  to  pledge 
the  country  or  the  House  to  appr:.val 
of  any  particular  hopes  of  the  deceased 
statesman  I  can  understand  that  ques- 
tions might  be  raised  or  difficulties  found 
in  some  quarters.  But  that  Is  not  the  case. 
All  that  we  do  in  supporting  tlus  Motion 
is  to  honour  the  memory  of  one  who  for 
forty  years,  by  his  high  personal  charac- 
ter, good  temper,  and  urbanity,  endeared 
himself  to  all  with  whom  he  was  brought 
iuto  personal  contact  and  enjoyed  the  uni- 
versal esteem  of  this  House ;  and  to  put 
on  record  our  appreciation  of  a  public 
servant  whose  service  to  the  State  has 
been  both  honourable  and  distinguished. 
While  we  ou  this  side  of  the  House  re- 
garded his  attitude  and  policy  on  some 
problems  of  great  importance  with  some 
alarm,  we  have  never  viewed  him  with 
any  anger  or  dislike,  and  even  when  his 
opinions  may  have  been  distasteful  to 
some  of  us,  we  have  ever  had  a  kindly 
regard  for  him  as  a  man.  Therefore 
we  can  more  fully  understand  and 
realise  the  warm  affection — an  affec- 
tion which  was  earned  by  devoted  and 
distinguished  Party  services,  by  ener- 
gies spent,  perhaps,  too  freely  in  the 
service  of  the  State  and  in  the  service 
of  his  Party — we  can,  I  say,  under- 
stand the  feelings  with  which  he  was 
regarded  by  his  supporters  in  this  House^ 
and  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  cannot 
but  admire  the  determination  and  courage 
with  which  he  stuck  to  his  political 
convictions,  never  flinched  from  opinions 
because  they  might  be  unpopular,  and 
never  failed  at  the  lowest  ebb  of  the 
political  tide,  or  during  the  gloomiest 
period  of  his  Party's  fortxmes,  in  his 
position,  first  as  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
then  as  Leader  of  this  House.  No  one 
could  have  been  more  popular  nor  did 
any  one  exist  who  had  the  power  of 
iiupiring  a  greater  or  a  more  general 
personal  afiectlon.  In  this  capacity  we 
have  on  this  side  of  the  House  often  had 
VOL.  CLXXXVIL  [Fourth  Series.] 


Prime  Minister.  103S 

occasion  to  admire  his  conduct,  tact, 
and  resource,  while  we  have  appreciated 
to  the  full,  although  we  have  sometimes 
been  disconcerted  by,  his  wit  and  shrewd- 
ness. In  common  with  lus  own  followers 
we  watched  in  sympathy  and  with  solici- 
tude the  illness  through  which  he  passed. 
We  had  hoped  that  when  the  cares  and 
weight  of  office  had  been  removed 
from  his  shoulders  he  might  have  been 
rratored  to  health  and  comparative 
v^ur,  and  looked  forward  to  a  good 
old  age  with  peace  and  contentment. 
But  that  was  not  to  be.  By  his 
removal  a  long  and  honourable  career 
has  been  brought  to  an  end ;  the  public 
life  of  this  rountry  thereby  is  far  poorer, 
while  this  House  has  sufiered  a  loss  from 
which  it  will  not  readily  or  quickly 
recover,  a  loss  which  I  would  like  to 
emphasise  has  been  felt  by  his  political 
opponents  as  much  as  by  hi%  political 
friends. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  Asquith.) 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  In  the  absence  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Waterford  I  rise 
to  say  that  we,  the  representatives  of  a 
cause  which  he  so  long  advocated  in  this 
House,  feel  that  we  cannot  allow  an 
occasion  like  this  to  pass  without,  on 
behalf  of  Ireland,  saying  a  word  as  to  the 
loss  which  we  have  suffered  in  the  death 
of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannennan.  Sir 
Henry  Campbell  -  Bannerman  boasted 
rightly  that  he  was  not  only  a  Scot,  but  a 
Scot  of  Scots.  We  Irishmen  feel  that 
he  had  a  love  for  our  country  and  our 
cause  as  though  he  were  one  of  us.  We 
had  an  affection  for  him  as  if  he  were  one 
of  our  own  people.  I  have  been  told  by 
those  who  knew  him  intimately  that 
among  the  many  causes  that  appealed 
to  his  generous  nature  there  was  none 
which  made  a  readier  appeal  to  it  than 
the  cause  of  Ireland.  I  know  that  it  was 
only  the  imperative  orders  of  his  doctors 
that  prevented  him  coming  down,  even 
after  the  beginningj,^,M^|@ljIj9^kto 
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Bay  a  word  upon  the  Irish  Resolution. 
We  honoured  him  and  loved  him,  and 
regret  his  death  as  one  of  the  greatest  and 
heaviest  losses  that  our  people  and  our 
country  ever  sustained. 

Sir  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Glamors?  an- 
shire,  E.) :  I  beg  on  behalf  of  the  Welsh 
Members  to  express  the  profound  regret 
with  which  we  heard  of  the  passing  away 
of  the  late  Prime  Minister.  As  one  who 
keenly  sympathised  with  small  nation- 
aliticB  we  are  under  a  lasting  debt  of 
gratitude  to  his  memory.  His  life  was 
a  noble  example  of  a  high-minded  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  and  we  can  all  say,  as 
John  Bright  said  of  Cobden,  "  I  little 
knew  how  much  I  loved  him  until  I 
found  I  had  lost  him.** 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Barnard  Castle) :  In  associating 
my  friends  and  myself  with  the  mi^ifi- 
cent  tribute  that  has  been  paid  to  the 
lato Prime  Minister,  I  am  sure  that,  though 
my  words  are  few,  the  expressions  I 
main  use  of  will  nevertheless  be  accepted 
as  perfectly  sincere.  We  are  the  young- 
est Party  in  this  House,  and  yet  we  have 
been  here  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
that  the  late  Prime  Minister  presided  in 
his  high  position  over  our  Parliamentary 
destinies.  Though  our  experience  of 
htm  has  bem  short,  it  was  sufficiently 
long  to  endear  him,  I  will  venture  to  say^ 
more  than  any  other  politician  in  this 
country  to  every  member  of  the  Labour 
Party.  The  mofe  we  got  to  know  in 
our  official  position  of  the  late  Prime 
Minister  the  more  we  were  led  to  realise 
that  he  possessed  a  very  great  heart  for 
the  poor  of  this  country.  He  recognised 
the  social  wrongs  under  which  the  poor 
are  compelled  to  live,  and  he  was  anxious, 
either  by  the  methods  which  he  and  his 
party  desired  to  put  forward  for  redrfiss- 
ing  those  wrongs  or  by  understanding 
the  proposals  which  we  put  forward  in 
the  name  of  the  poor — proposals  oft-times 
of  a  different  character  from  those  which 
he  himself  put  forward — he  was  anxious, 
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I  say,  to  understand  our  proposals,  in 
order  that  something  might  be  done  to 
alleviate  the  vast  amount  of  suffering 
which  the  poorer  of  the  working  classes 
so  constantly  experience ;  and  in  this 
way  his  readiness  sympathetically  to 
consider  the  views  of  my  colleagues  and 
myself  endeared  him  in  an  unmistakable 
way  to  every  member  of  the  Labour 
Party.  There  always  stands  out  in 
association  with  his  life  one  event  which 
especially  appeals,  not  only  to  those  of 
us  who  have  the  honour  to  represent  in 
a  very  direct  sense  organised  labour  in 
this  House,  but  also  to  organised  labour 
throughout  the  whole  country.  That 
particular  chapter  in  lus  Ufe  waa  in 
those  dark  days  when  there  was  a 
minority  in  this  country  who  felt  that  the 
experience  we  were  going  through  in 
South  Africa  was  not,  as  the  majority, 
in  their  opinion  probably  rightly,  thought, 
fully  justified.  Oi^anlsed  labour  held 
the  opinion  that  the  experience  was  not 
justified,  and  he  whose  loss  we  mourn 
to-day  was  at  the  head  of  a  small 
minority  in  the  country  who  shared  with 
organised  labour  that  opinion,  and, 
though  that  opinion  was  repudiated, 
scorned,  and  scoffed  at,  and  though 
nicknames  were  applied  to  us  and  oppro- 
brium thrown  at  us,  we  always  rejoice 
to  think  that  he  maintained  his  position 
in  this  House  and  the  country  with  a 
fidelity  to  his  convictions  that  gave  him 
a  position  in  the  hearts  of  organised 
workers  in  this  country  second  to  that  of 
no  other  statesman.  The  loss  we  mourn 
to-day  is  nowhere  more  keenly  felt  than 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Parliamentary  Labour 
Party,  and  again  I  say  I  hope  my  words 
will  be  accepted  as  perfectly  sincere. 

Question  pnt^  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  '*That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn.*' — {Mr.  Asquith.) 

Adjuiimod       accordingly  at 
twenty-seven  minutes  after 
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Tuesday,  28th  AprU,  1908.  i  aa^e  Company  B_U1  [Lords]  (by  Order).- 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before      Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society 
Three  of  the  Clock.  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).— Bead  a  second 
  time,  and  committed. 


NEW  WRIT.  j 
New  Writ  for  the  Montrose  District  { 
of  Burghs,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon. ' 
.  John  Morley,  O.M.  (Manor  of  North- ' 
J  stead).— (3fr.  WhUdey.) 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


I- 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDER  65  COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  65  has 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — Argentine 
North-Eastem  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

;  PRIVATE  BILI5  [LORDSI  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
:  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
■  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
.  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
'  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz.  : — St.  Marylebone  Bor- 
ough  Council    (Superannuation)  Bill 
[Lords]  ;   Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Argentine  North-Eastern  Railway  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Skegness  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Blaydon  and  Ryton  Water  (Transfer) 
Bill  (King's  Consent  signified). — Bill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Knott  End  Railway  Bill ;  Louth  and 
East  Coast  Riilway  (Transfer)  Bill.— 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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ALDERMEN  (BOROUGH  ELECTIONS). 
Petiton  from  Plymouth,  for  alteration 
I  of  law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  Denny  and  Dunipace, 
for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  ;    From  Gosport  ; 
Leicester  ;  and  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  {EIGHT  HOURS)    (No.  2, 
BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Worcester; 
Liverpool;  and  Motherwell;  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)    (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :    From  Alfreton  ; 
Asht^ate ;    Aspatria ;    Baggraw ;  Bals- 
over  ;  Bandeath  ;  Banknock  ;  Bannock- 
bum  ;    Barlborough ;    Batonrift ;  Bed- 
minster  ;    Bellshill ;    Bogiield ;  Bonds 
Main  ;   Brayadown  ;   Bredbury  ;  Brods- 
worth  ;  Burradon  ;  Cadeby ;  Carmyle 
Crepontbrfen ;     Cawdor ;  Chevington 
Church  ;    Cilwem  ;    Clay  Cross  (two) 
Craigreak ;     Creswell ;     Cross  Hands 
Cwmteg ;   Dailly ;   Daldowie ;  Dalzill 
Denny ;   Denny  Wanhead ;  Dronfield 
Dufiryn ;   Dunkerton  ;    East  Holywell 
East  Plean  ;     Eckington  ;  Espieside 
Foxcote  ;  Gelly  Ceedrim  ;  Glangamant 
Glaswell ;       Gorsygamant ;  Grange 
mouth  ;  Grassmoor  (two) ;  Greyatonlea 
Halton  ;  Hartford  ;  Hasland  ;  Heddon 
Hipthome  Lane ;     Holvtown ;  How 
muir ;   Kenmuir ;   KenmuirhiU ;  Killa 
marsh ;  Kilsvth  ;  Kirkwood ;  Luigwith 
Leven ;    Ludlows ;    Markham ;  Middle 
Pit ;    Momingside  ;    Motherwell  (two) 
North    Motherwell ;     North  Seaton 
Old  Avenue ;  Oldhaud  ;  O;s:croft  ;.^lace 
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PantyfEsmnon  ;  Farkhead ;  Park  House  ; 
Pentremawr ;  PUsley  ;  Pieasley  ;  Pol- 
maise ;  Ponthenry ;  Fo3mton  ;  Quarter 
Denny ;  Radcliffe  ;  Redding  ;  Renishaw 
Park  ;  Rhos  ;  Salsburgh  ;  Seghill ; 
Seymour  ;  Shankhouse  ;  Shettleston  ; 
Shieldhill ;  Bhireoaks  ;  Shotts  ;  Slaman- 
nan  ;  Southgate  ;  Spinkhill ;  Staveley  ; 
Thankerton  ;  Tupton  ;  Uddingston  ; 
Waleswood ;  Warsop  Main ;  "Wells 
Way  ;  WemoB ;  West  Kiveton  ;  Whit- 
tington  Moor;  Whitwell ;  William- 
thorpe  ;  Woodhall ;  and  Writhlington  ; 
to  He  upon  the  Table. 

DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY   EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AMD  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wood  Ditton,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL 

Petitions  in  favour ;  From  Camber- 
well  ;  Cotwyn  Bay ;  Cramlington  ; 
Easton  ;  East  Stratton  ;  Frome  ; 
Plymouth  ;  Rhayader ;  Talybont ; 
and  Torquay  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOME  WORK  REGULATION  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC..  BILL. 

Petition  firom  Stirling,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  BILL. 
Petition  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED  PREMSES  (ELECTION  DAYS) 
CLOSING  BILL 

Petition  from  Edinburgh  and  Leith, 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED  PREMISES  (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Mortimer,  for  legisla- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL 
Petitions  against :   From  Accrington  ; 
Aston  ;  Aylesbury  ;  Bath  (two) ;  Berke- 
ley ;    Biggleswade ;    Blackpool  (two) ; 


Bristc  1 ;  Burghfield  ;  Burley ;  Burnley ; 
Byfield ;  Caerphilly ;  Campbeltown  ; 
Cardiff ;  Chasetown ;  Chesterfield ; 
Colne  ;  Cornwall ;  Curdworth  ;  Dover 
(two) ;  Dmxdry  ;  Bccleshall  (three) ; 
Erdington  ;  Garforth  ;  Gloucester  ; 
Gosport ;  Halifax  (thirteen) ;  Hands- 
worth  ;  Hanham  ;  Heeley  (two) ;  Hurst 
Green  ;  Llanelly ;  Luxborough  ;  Maes- 
teg  ;  Minworth  (two) ;  .  Mortimer ; 
Newbury  ;  North  Shields  ;  Otley  (four) ; 
Pontypridd ;  Portsmouth ;  RockweU 
Green  ;  Ruardean  ;  Rushpidge  ;  Safiron 
Walden  (two) ;  St.  Albans  ;  St.  Austell ; 
Saxtou  cum  Scarthingwell ;  Sheffield 
(three) ;  Spitsby ;  Stamford ;  Stoke 
Mandeville  ;  Sutton  Coldfield  ;  Taunton  ; 
Tewkesbury  ;  .  Tilehurst ;  Wadworth  ; 
Walmley ;  Warton ;  Wellington  ;  Wen- 
dover ;  Westwoodside  ;  Windsor  (two) ; 
Woking  ;  Wraxall ;  and  Yeadon  (two) ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  W.  E.  HARVEY  (Derbyshire. 
N.E.)  presented  a  petition  against  the 
Bill,  which,  he  said,  purported  to  come 
from  1,300  inhabitants  of  North-East 
Derbyshire,  but  on  examination  he 
found  that  the  signatories  hailed  from 
Birmingham,  London,  Sittingboume, 
West  Hartlepool,  Doncaster,  Burton-on- 
Trent,  and  other  places. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
Is  it  possible  for  a  Member  to  move  the 
rejection  of  a  petition  which  purports 
to  be  s^ed  by  people  in  k  certain 
locality,  but  which  bean  the  signatures 
of  people  residing  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  A  man  may  have 
two  residences. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration  :  From  Batter- 
sea  ;  Benwetl ;  Gosport ;  Guiseley ; 
Islington ;  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  South 
East  London  Auxiliary  of  the  Sunday 
School  Union ;  and  Yeadon ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table, 

LICENSING  BILL 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Aberdeen 
(eight) ;  Aberforth  ;  Abermeurig ; 
Aberystwyth  (eight) ;  Airdrie  ;  Airth  ; 
Aitkenhead  (two) ;  Allonby  (two) ; 
Alvaston  ;  Andover  {two)^'  -An^^er ; 
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Ardwick ;  Askam-iD-Furaess ;  Aspatrit 
<two) ;  Aspull ;  Aston  (three) ;  Avon- 
bridge  (two) ;  Auchtermuchty ;  Ayr 
<<two) ;  Baillieston ;  Bampton  ;  Banfi  ; 
Banton ;  Barnsbxiry  (two) ;  Bamton 
{two) ;  Barrington ;  Bath ;  Battersea 
•(two) ;  Beckenham  ;  Beeston  ;  Bellshill 
^two) ;  Berth  ;  Berwick-on- Tweed  ; 
Bedminster ;  Biggleswade ;  Bingley ; 
Bimhead ;  Birmingham  (four) ;  Bishop- 
inn  ;  Blackpool ;  Blodiaim ;  Bodmin ; 
Bollington  (two) ;  Bon  Accord  ;  Bon- 
nington  ;  Bonnybridge  (two) ;  Boston  ; 
Bow ;  Bradwell ;  Brannel ;  Bridford  ; 
Bridgend  ;  Bridge  of  Weir  ;  Bridgeton 
<two) ;  Brislington  (two) ;  Bristol  (four) ; 
Brixton  ;  Brockley  ;  .Bromley  ;  Brough- 
-ton  ;  Bryngwenith  ;  Bugle  ;  Bugsworth  ; 
Baibage ;  Burgh ;  Burley-in-Wharfd&le ; 
Bomham ;  Bury  (two) ;  C!amberwell 
^two) ;  C^mble&forth ;  Cambusbarron  ; 
<7amelon ;  CJampbeltown ;  Campsie  ; 
■Cardigan  ;  Carlton  ;  Carmunock  ; 
■Carmyle  ;  Camtyne  ;  Carrickfergus  ; 
-Catrine;  COialfont  St.  Giles;  Chapel- 
knowe  and  Gretna  ;  C^hryaton  (two) ; 
-Cinderford  ;  Clapham  ;  Clavering  ; 
Oleland ;  Clevedon  ;  Clydebank ;  Cloat- 
bridge  (four) ;  Coleford  ;  Colmonell ; 
'Colwyn  Bay  (two) ;  Cramllngton ; 
■Crossford-by-Carlake ;  Cupar ;  Custom 
House  ;  Cwmy8tw3rtb  ;  Dalton  ;  Dalton- 
in-Furness  ;  Darlington  (two) ;  Dawley  ; 
Denny  (two) ;  Deskford  ;  Dihewyd  ; 
Disley ;  Dolan ;  Drax  ;  Dronfield ; 
Dulverton  (two) ;  Dundee  (two) ;  Duni- 
pace ;  Dunoon ;  East  Morton  ;  Easton  ; 
Bsst  Stratton ;  Ecclefechan  ;  Egremont ; 
Elburton  ;  EUesmere  Port ;  Elm  Park  ; 
Eltringham  ;  Evenwood ;  Eskdale  Muir  ; 
Exeter  (five) ;  Fairfield  ;  Falkirk  (two) ; 
Fareham  (four) ;  Farnborough  ;  Faver- 
■sham  (three) ;  Finnart  ;  Fordyce  ; 
Formby  (three) ;  Fourstones ;  Fowey ; 
Frome  (three) ;  Frosterley ;  Garston ; 
Cbrtmore  ;  Gee  Cross  ;  Gibeon  Mydrim  ; 
•Oirvan  (three) ;  Glasgow  (eighteen) ;  ■ 
■Glenboig ;  Gloucester  (four) ;  Glynar- 
then  ;  Gore  ;  Grosport  (three) ;  Grange- 
mouth (two) ;  Grange  over  Sands  ; 
Graatown  on  Spey  ;  Grassmoor  ;  Great 
^nghall ;  Greenock  (eleven) ;  Guiseley  ; 
Haggs ;  Hamilton  (two) ;  Hammersmith  , 
<two) ;  Harthill ;  Hatherden  (two) ; 
Haydon  Bridge ;  Hedge  End ;  Heeley ; , 
Henshaw  ;  Hereford ;  Hexham ;  High- 
bury ;  Higher  Ardwick  ;  High  Peak  ;  ' 
Hilmacolm ;    Hirst ;    Holt ;  Homsey 


I  (three) ;  Houghton  le  Spring ;  Howdea 
I  le  Wear ;  Hoylake ;  Huntingdon  (two) ; 
Hurlford ;    Hyde ;    Ilkeston ;    Itkley ; 
Inverkip  ;     Ipswich ;     Irlam*s  o'  th' 
;  Heights  ;     Irvine  (two) ;     Isleworth  ; 
Kelso  (two) ;    Kennoway  ;  Kiddermin- 
'  ster  (two) ;    Kilbarchan  ;    Kilmarnock  ; 
Kingarth  ;  Kingsbridge  ;  King's  Norton  ; 
Kirkby-in-Furness  ;  Kirkoswald  ;  Lam- 
,  peter  (three) ;   Landrail ;   Langharne  ; 
I  Lanivet ;   Larbert ;   Leeds ;  Leicester ; 
'  Letchworth ;     Leven ;     Linton ;  Lis- 
'  keard  (eleven) ;  Liverpool ;  Llanarmon 
'  (two) ;    Llanarth   (two) ;  Llanbadarn- 
fawr  ;   Llanbister  ;   Llandrindod  Wells  ; 
Llandynan ;    Llangwyryfon ;  Llanrhy- 
sted  ;   Llantarnam  ;   Lledrod ;  London 
(two) ;  Long  Eaton  (two) ;  Longtown  ; 
Looe  ;  Loth  ;  Lower  Weston  ;  Lj^ham ; 
Maesteg  (two) ;    Mapperley  ;   Maybole  ; 
,  Meersbrook  ;     Melksham  ;     Merse  and 
Teviotdale  ;  Mevagissey  (four) ;  Middle- 
ton  in  Teesdale  (two) ;     Mid  Radnor  ; 
Millport  (two) ;   Milngavil  (two) ;  Min- 
ster ;    Mold ;    Moniaive ;    Moorwater ; 
Moss  Side;  Motherwell  (four) ;  Mottram  ; 
Moulton  ;     Nantymoel  (five) ;     Nebo  ; 
Neston ;     Netherton ;     New  Brighton 
(two) ;    Newburgh ;    Newbury ;  New- 
castle-on-Tyne  (six) ;    New  Cummock  ; 
Newport  (Fife) ;  Newport  (Mon.)  (two) ; 
Newport  Pagnell   (two) ;      Newquay  ; 
New  Stevenston  ;     Newton  on  Ayr  ; 
Nitshills ;   Northampton  (four) ;  North 
Cornwall ;    North  Kensington  (three) ; 
North  Seaton  ;     North  Shields  (six) ; 
Old  Bolinbroke ;    OMham ;    Oreston  ; 
Otley  (two) ;     Oxford   Street ;  Par 
Station  ;    Peak  Forrest ;    Peasedown  ; 
Peckham  ;      Pegmouth  ;      Pegswood  ; 
Pelynt ;    Pendleton  (four) ;  Penybont 
(two) ;  Penygraig ;  Piteford  ;  Plymouth 
(three) ;  Polperro ;  Fonteland  ;  Ponty- 
berim ;     Port  Glasgow ;     Portscatho  ; 
Poynton  ;    Frestwick ;    Queenzieburn  ; 
Rainford  ;      Bennington ;      Renwick ; 
Retford  ;     Rhayader  ;     Roche  (two) ; 
Rothesay  (seven) ;  Rothiemay  ;  Ruabon 
(three) ;    Rusholme  ;    St.  Albans ;  St 
Anns ;    St.  Austell ;    St,  Blazey ;  St. 
Columb  ;   St.  Dennis  ;   St.  Clears  ;  St. 
Margarets  on  Thames  ;  Salford  (three) ; 
Seacombe  (four) ;  Seaton  Delaval  (three) ; 
Seaton  Hii^t ;    Seghill  (two) ;  Shank- 
house  ;  Shaw ;  Sbeerness  (six) ;  Sheffield 
(five) ;      Shettleston  (two) ;  Sitting- 
bourne  ;   Spilsby  (two) ;    Southbourne  ; 
Southport ;     South,  Shields  and^Tyne 
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Dock  (forty-three) ;  Stapleford ;  Staveley ; 
Steeple  Claydon  ;  Stirling  (three) ;  Stirling 
Bhire;  Stocksfield ;  Stoke  Newmgton 
(three) ;  Swanage ;  Talybont ;  Tany- 
groee;  Tayport;  Thurlby;  Timsbury; 
Titchfield  ;  Tiverton ;  Tonbridge  ; 
Tongue  ;  Torpoint  (two) ;  Tow  Law  ; 
Tregaron;  Tremar  Coombe ;  Trevel- 
mond;  Triflant;  Troon;  Tumchapel ; 
Turvey;  Two  Mills;  Tynemouth; 
Uddingston  (three) ;  Upper  End;  Upper 
Hollowav  ;  Upper  Parkstone  ;  Upper 
Weston  ■  Veryah  ;  Warrington  ;  War- 
sash  (two) ;  Weaster  :  Wellfield  ;  Wem  ; 
West  Craralington  ;  Westgate  ;  West 
Kirby  ;  West  Looe  ;  Westminster  ; 
West  Woodburn  ;  Whitehall;  Whitehill ; 
Whiting  Bay  ;  Whitley  Bay  (two) ; 
Whixall ;  Wick ;  Widdington  ;  Wigan  ; 
Wilmslow  ;  Wishaw  ;  Woodborough  ; 
Woodseats ;  Worcester ;  Worksop 
(three) ;  Yardley  Hastings  (two) ;  Yeadon 
(two);  Yealmpton;  York;  and  Ystrad- 
meurig ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UCEXSING  BILL  AND  (LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 
(LOCAL  OPTION)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Coatbridge,  in  favour; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR   TRAFFIC   (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :   From  Aberdeen 

(two) ;  Airth ;  Bainsford  ;  Bridgeton 
(two) ;  Buckie  ;  Chryston ;  Coatbridge 
(two) ;  Dalmellington  ;  Falkirk  (three) ; 
Girvan  ;  Glasgow  (six) ;  Govanhill ; 
Greenock  (two) ;  Jamestown  ;  Kilsyth  ; 
Ladybank  ;  Lauder  ;  Lochwinnoch  ; 
Rothesay ;  St.  Kiaran ;  Stirling  ;  and 
Uddingston  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METKOPOUTAN  SEWERS  AND  DRAINS 
BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  (1875)  AMENDMENT 
(WATER  RIGHTS)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBUC  HEALTH  OFFICEBS  BUL. 
Petition  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PUBLIC     HOUSES     (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Chryston,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BANKEUPTOY  ACT,  1883  (PROCEEDINGS). 

Account  presented,  showing  the  Re- 
ceipts and  Expenditure  on  account  ot 
Bankruptcy  Proceedings  during  the  year 
ended  Slst  March,  1908  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  124.] 

COMPANIES   (WINDING-UP)   ACT,  1890. 

Account  presented,  showing  Receipts 
and  Expenditure  on  account  of  Proceed- 
ings during  the  year  ended  Slat  Maieh. 
1908  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  to 
be  printed.    [No.  125.] 

ARKLOW  HARBOUR. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Arklow   Harbour   Oommiasioners  and 
Statement  of  Accounts  for  1907  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table;. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  ACT,  190T. 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  made 
by  &e  Treasury  under  The  Evicted 
Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  1907,  dated  Uth 
April,  1908  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the 
Table. 

SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 

Ck)py  presented,  of  Act  of  Sederunt 
anent  Procedure  in  Appeals,  under 
Sections  5  and  30  of  The  Sheriff  Courts 
(Scotland)  Act,  1907  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  190T. 

0)py  presented,  of  Act  of  Sederunt 
regulating  the  Fees  of  Agents  and  others 
in  the  Sheriff  Court  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  npon 
the  Table. 


TRADE    REPORTS  (ANNUAL 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Annual  Series,  No.  3971 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Advano^ 
made  under  The  Irish  Lan^.  Act,  1«»» 
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during  the  month  o£  May,  1907  [by  Com- 
xnand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DRUNKENNESS  (IRELAND). 
Betiim   presented,    relative  thereto 
Xordeied  26th  February  ;  Mr.  Sloan]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
XNo.  126.3 

IzAW  CHARGES  AND  CRIMINAL  PROSE- 

CUnONS  (IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
{ordered  14th  April ;  Mr.  Long] ;  to  lie 
-upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
INo.  127.] 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  fixing  the  Hours  of  Closing 
certain  classes  of  Shops  within  the  City 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN  POUCE. 

Accounts  presented,  of  the  Metropoli- 
-tan  Police  and  the  Police  Pension  Funds 
for  the  year  ended  Slat  March,  1908  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  128.] 

ARMY  (VOLUNTEER  CORPS). 
Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Return  of 
the  ^Volunteer  Corps  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1907  [by  (jommand]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

E  '  n 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Thames  Conservancy,  General  Report 
and  ^Accounts  of  the  Conservators  for 
1907  [by  Act]  ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  129.] 

FLEETS  (GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  FOREIGN 
_    I  COUNTRIES). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  Fleets 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Ger- 
many, Italy,  United  States  of  America, 
and  Japan  on  the  Slst  day  of  March, 
1908,  distinguishing  :  Battleships,  built 
and  building ;  Cruisers,  built  and  build- 
ing ;  Coast  Defence  Vessels,  built  and 
building  ;  Torpedo  Vessels,  Torpedo 
Boat  Destroyers,  Torpedo  Boats,  and 
Submarines,  built  and  building." 

t      »l  : 

"  Return  to  show  Date  of  Launch, 
Date  of  Completion,  Displacement,  Horse- 


Power,  and  Armaments,  reduced  to  one 
common  scale  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  184,  of  Session 
1907)."— (Sir  Charles  Ditke.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Adulterated  Calf  Meal. 

Mb.  HALPIN  (Clare,  W.) :  To  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  (Ireland)  whether  he  can 
state  the  number  of  samples  of  calf  meal 
the  inspectors  have  analysed  for  the  six 
months  ending  1st  March,  1908,  and  the 
number  of  samples  that  were  adulterated  ; 
and  whether  the  inspectors  have  taken 
proceedings  against  those  who  sold  the 
adulterated  stuff. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  T.  W.  Russdl.) 
The  Department  have  analysed,  during 
the  period  mentioned,  thirteen  samples 
of  meals  sold  in  Ireland  for  calf-rearing 
purposes.  This  period  does  not,  how- 
ever, include  the  season  when  such 
materials  are  in  general  use.  The  Depart- 
ment have  most  serious  grounds  of  com- 
plaint that  proprietary  meals  are  often  in 
very  bad  condition,  and  even  when  of 
the  guaranteed  composition,  though  they 
cannot  strictly  be  regarded  as  adulterated, 
they  are  generally  most  unsuitable  for 
calf-rearing  purposes,  and  in  every  re- 
spect too  expensive  as  compared  with 
the  materials  recommended  by  the  De- 
partment. In  many  cases  the  proprietary 
calf-meals  are  not  sufficiently  nutritious, 
with  the  result  that  when  calves  are  fed 
on  them  they  become  sickly,  and  in  some 
instances  have  died.  In  two  instances 
in  County  Kerry,  where  after  most  careful 
inquiry  the  Department  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  use  of  protoid  milk 
substitute,  sold  by  the  Protoid  Company, 
of  Liverpool,  had  actually  caused  the 
death  of  calves,  they  advised  the  pur- 
chasers to  sue  the  company  for  damages. 
The  purchasers  took  steps  to  do  so,  but 
the  Department  were  subsequently  in- 
formed that,  owing  to  the  death  of  the 
agent  who  sold  the  meal,  the  proceedings 
would  have  had  to  be  taken  in  Liverpool, 
a  course  the  farmers  were  not  prepared 
to  adopt.  by  Google 
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Alleged  Frauds  on  Irish  Farmers^ 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
whether  it  has  been  brought  to  his  notice 
that  a  man  named  Thomas  James  Turner, 
trading  as  Canning  Russell  and  Company, 
of  40  to  48,  Charterhouse  Street,  London, 
has  for  some  time  past  been  obtaining 
considerable  consignments  of  farm  pro- 
ducts on  credit  from  poor  Irish  fanners 
all  over  Ireland ;  is  he  aware  that,  in  the 
course  of  certain  legal  proceedings  against 
Canning  Russell  and  Company,  it  was 
ascertamed  by  Mr.  H.  S.  A.  Foy,  of  Bush 
Lane  House,  Cannon  Street,  solicitor 
for  a  judgment  creditor  in  Ireland,  that 
large  numbers  of  Irish  producers  had  never 
been  paid  for  the  goods  they  had  supplied 
which  had  been  disposed  of  in  London 
by  this  man  Turner ;  and.  seeing  that  a 
large  number  of  Irish  farmers  are  being 
and  have  been  victimised,  will  he  take 
steps  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  Irish 
agriculturists  and  members  of  co-operative 
societies  against  the  continuance  of  this 
firm's  misrepresentations. 
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(Amtvered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.)  One 
complaint  respecting  the  firm  mentioned 
was  recently  received,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  legal  proceedings  for  non- 
payment of  debts  h^d  been  more  than 
once  instituted  against  the  firm.  Mr. 
Foy's  name  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
communication  sent  to  the  Department. 
With  regard  to  the  last  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, publicity  would  seem  to  be  the  best 
safeguard  against  people  in  business, 
whether  farmers  or  traders,  being  taken 
in  by  misrepresentations  such  as  are 
referred  to.  It  would  not  be  practicable 
for  the  Department  to  advise  Irish  traders 
and  farmers  as  to  the  financial  stability 
of  films  with  which  they  miy  open 
accounts.  The  usual  channels  for  informa- 
tion of  this  kind,  ouch  as  Stubbs,  are  open 
to  them,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  consulted  by 
traders  and  by  farmers,  and  by  farmers' 
co-operative  societies  before  opening  new 
accounts. 

Army  Maps. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
sums  of  money  were  spent  and  what 
staff  allowed  for  the  provision  of  maps 
of  possible  theatres  of  war  in  1903-4 


and  each  subsequent  yeir,  including  the 
provision  made  in  the  current  financial 
year ;  and  what  was  the  average  sura. 
voted  and  staff  allowed  for  the  three 
years  prior  to  the  South  African  War. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.} 
It  is  not  considered  to  be  in  the  interesta 
of  the  public  service  to  give  to  the  whole 
world  the  detailed  information  required 
by  the  Question,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to 
show  my  hon.  friend,  or  any  other  hon. 
Member,  the  details  confidentially. 

Edocation  of  Army  Officers. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  To  ask  the  SecreUry 
of  State  for  War  whether  there  has  been 
a  satisfoctory  improvement  recorded 
in  the  Reports  on  the  examinations  for 
promotion  of  officers  in  the  R^ular 
Army  smce  the  190t  Report,  circuUted 
by  (General  Hutchison,  commented  on  a- 
regrettable  feature  of  the  examination 
being  that  a  lai^e  number  of  candidates 
spelt  badly  and  were  unable  to  express 
themselves  clearly,  so  being  unable  to 
impart  instruction  of  any  value  to  non- 
commissioned officers  end  men  in  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  of  rendering 
reports,  and  in  regard  to  military  engineer- 
ing, tactics,  and  topography ;  and  whether 
he  can  state  if  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  since  1904,  when 
the  Report  stated  that  the  results  could 
only  be  described  as  indifferent. 

(Anstcered  by  Mr.  SecrOary  Haldane.) 
There  has  been  a  steady  and  marked 
improvement  in  the  matters  referred  to 
in  the  hon.  Member's  Question  since 
1904. 

Expenditure  per  Han  on  the  Territorial 

Force. 

Colonel  R.  WILLIAMS  (Dorsetshire. 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  is  the  estimated  annual  ex- 
penditure per  man  on  the  Territorial 
Garrison  Artillery  as  compared  w'lUk  the 
Volunteer  Ctarriaon  Artillery,  on  the 
Territorial  Cavalry  as  compared  with  the 
Yeomanry,  and  on  the  Territorial  In- 
fantry as  compared  with  the  Volunteer 
Infantry. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.} 
The  normal  annjUifil  ,-especditU5|^^  tOAtk 
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of  the  anna  in  question  is  roughty  esti- 
mated as  follows : — 

Territorial  Volunteer  and 
Force.    '  Yeomanry. 

£  8.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Garrison  Ar- 
tillery      -    8  H  0  7   0  0 
Cavalry       -  18  10  0  20  0  0 
Infantry      -    7  11  0  6  5  0 

H.K.B.  "BnlwaiiC-Dndgiiv  Naval 
Harbonxs. 

Mr.  BELLAIRP  :  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  was  the 
maximum  draught  of  H.M.S.  "  Bul- 
wark "  when  taken  up  the  Bfedway  after 
her  accident  on  the  occasion  of  her 
successful  docking  in  Ko.  9  dock  at 
Chatham ;  and  wfaAt  has  been  the  sum 
expended  on  dredging  in  the  harbours 
and  approaches  of  Chatham,  Portsmouth, 
and  Devonport,  respectively,  since  the 
first  Navy  Works  Bill  of  1895  was  intro- 
duced and  up  to  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  1907-8. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
maximum  draught  of  H.M.S.  "  Bulwark  " 
was  26  feet  3|  inches.  The  sums 
expended  on  dredging  in  the  harbours 
and  approaches  ot  ^latham,  Portsmouth, 
and  Devonport  respectively,  since  the 
first  Navy  Works  Bill  up  to  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  1907-8  were  approxi- 
mately as  follows ; — 

£ 

Chatham  -  •  -  43,770 
Portsmouth-  -  -  554,210 
Devonport  -      -      -  868,500 

Talua  and  Area  of  the  Island  of  Vatersay. 

Mb.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
what  is  the  approxinutte  area  and  what 
is  the  approximate  annual  value  for 
rating  of  the  lands  in  Vatersay,  on  which 
the  squatters  have  settled  without  the 
consent  of  Lady  (Gordon  Cathcart. 

(Angwered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The  area 
of  the  Island  of  Vatersay  is  stated  to  be 
about  2,250  acres.  The  annual  value  is 
not  separately  given,  but  the  amount 
appearing  in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the 
imole  farm,  of  which  Vatersay  forms  a 
part,  is  £353. 


Irish  Land  Purchase  Finance. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  with  reference  to  the  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Irish 
Land  Purchase  Finance,  will  the  evidence 
taken  by  the  Committee  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  and,  if  so,  how  soon  will 
copies  of  it  be  obtainable ;  under  the 
proposal  in  Paragraph  103  of  the  Report 
would  the  landlord  receive  an  amount 
of  guaranteed  2f  per  cent,  stock  which, 
if  sold  at  92  per  cent,  or  any  higher 
percentage  of  its  face  value,  would 
produce  the  amount  of  his  purchase- 
money  in  cash  ;  and,  if  the  market  price 
of  the  stock  were  below  92  per  cent,  and 
the  landlord  had  to  sell  a  portion  of  it, 
for  instance,  to  pay  off  mortgages  and 
other  superior  interests,  would  the  land- 
lord have  to  sacrifice  purchase-money 
to  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  difference 
between  92  per  cent,  and  the  lower 
market  price  which  he  might  have  to 
accept  for  any  stock  sold  by  him. 

(Anmered  Mr.  A^Uh.)  A  good 
deal  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  given  on  the  understanding 
that  it  would  be  treated  as  confidential, 
and  it  would  not  be  to  the  public  interest 
to  publish  it.  The  interpretation  placed 
by  the  hon.  Member  on  the  recommenda- 
tion jnade  in  Paragraph  103  of  the  Report 
appears  to  me  to  be  correct,  but  there 
would,  of  course,  if  that  recommendation 
were  adopted,  be  no  obligation  upon  the 
landlord  to  exercise  the  option  of  being 
paid  in  stock  if  he  regarded  it  as  not  to 
his  interest  to  do  so. 

Local  AothoritleB  and  the  ExplodTas  Act. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) : 
i  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Association  of  Municipal  Corporations 
passed  at  their  r.rnual  meeting  held  at 
the  Guildhall  on  18th  March  last,  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  interests  of  public 
safety  it  was  urgently  necessary  that  the 
Explosives  Act,  1875,  should  be  amended, 
with  a  view  to  afiording  greater  facilities 
to  local  authorities  for  exercisirg  proper 
control ;  and  whether  he  proposes  taking 
any  action  in  the  matter,  having  regard 
to  the  rider  attached  to  the  verdict  of  the 
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recent  inqniiy  into  the  fatal  explosion 
which  occurred  in  the  City  ofj^ondon  on 
Ist  January  last. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secreiary^Gladstone.) 
I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  hope 
as  soon  as  the  pressure  of  business  admits 
of  it,  to  appoint  a  small  committee  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  suggested 
amendment  of  the  Explosives  Act,  and 
other  similar  questions.  The  number 
of  accidents  is  happily  small. 

Licensed  Houses  in  Nottingham. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  (Nottingham,  S) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  can  state  how 
many  licensed  houses  (off  licences  and  on- 
licences)  there  are  in  the  city  of  Notting- 
ham, and  how  many  transfers  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  ten  years. . 

{Anstvered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  Licensing  Statistics  show  that  on 
1st  January,  1907,  the  last  date  for  which 
exact  figures  are  available,  there  were 
S79  on-licences  in  the  city  of  Nottingham 
and  468  off-licences;  total,*  1,047.  I 
have  no  information  as  to  the  number  of 
transfers  of  licences  which  have  taken 
place  in  Nottingham  in  the  last  ten  years. 

■  Mr.  RICHARDSON:  To  askTthe 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  he  will  supply  to  the  Parliamen- 
tary representative  of  South  Nottingham 
a  list  of  the  names  of  the  licence-holders 
in  the  city  of  Nottingham,  and  the  length 
of  time  that  each  has  held  his  present 
licence. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone) 
The  information  desired  by)  the  hon- 
Member  will,  I  think,  so  far  as  it  is  avail- 
able at  all,  be  found  in  the  register  of 
licences  required  by  Section  36  of  the 
Licensing  Act,  1872,  to  be  kept  by  the 
clerk  to  the  licensing  justices.  -  The 
statute  provides  that  the  register  is 
open  on  the'"payment  of  a  shilling  to  be 
inspected  and  copied*  by  any  ratepayer, 
and  I  am  afraid  I  must  refer^the^hon. 
Member  to  that  source.  \   i,  *  '£  I"  f  A  J 


Bemonl  of  Kftnnie  f^m  FovaUn  Animalu 
Wharf- 

Mr,  ROBINSON  (Brecknock)  :  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  representing*  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  if  he  is  aware 
that  manure  from  the  sheds  at  Avon- 
mouth  where  the  Canadian  cattle  are 
housed  on  landing,  is  railed  away  to 
different  parts  of  the  country ;  and , 
seeing  that  this  practice  is  calculated 
to  counteract  the  value  of  the  restrictive 
regulations  in  force  with  regard  to  the 
importation  of  live  cattle,  whether  the 
Board  will  put  a  stop  to  the  practice. 

{Answerei  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
Manure  is  not  allowed  under  any  cir- 
cumstances to  be  removed  from  a  foreign 
animals  wharf  until  all  the  animals 
carried  in  the  vrasel  from  which  it  is 
taken  have  been  passed  as  healthy,  and 
until  it  has  been  disinfected  to  the  satis- 
.  action  of  an  inspector  of  the  Board. 
If  the  inspector  considers  that  the  manure 
may  introduce  disease  it  would  be  de- 
stroyed or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  given  by  the 
Board.  We  see  no  necessity  for  any 
amendment  of  the  orders  on  the  subject. 

Army  Certificates  in  Lien  of  Bzamination 
for  Postal  Sorters. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster- General  if  he  can  see 
his  way  to  allow  as  an  equivalent  to  a 
civil  service  examination  qualification, 
in  the  case  of  ex-soldiers  applying  for 
positions  in  the  Sorting  Department, 
Poet  Office,  a  first-class  Army  certificate 
for  education  and  exemplary  conduct. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  It 
has  already  been  arranged  to  accept  a 
first-class  Army  certificate  in  Ueu  of  the 
qualifying  examination  for  postmen,  and 
also  as  evidence  of  the  educational  fitness 
of  soldiers  who  have  acquired  skill  in 
such  a  craft  as  telegraphy.  But  I  do 
not  see  my  way  to  go  beyond  this ; 
and  soldiers  who  possess  no  such  apecial 
qualifications  must  compete  in  the  ordin- 
ary way  for  sorterships  or  other  Post 
Office  appointments  recruited  by  a  com- 
petitive examination.  I  may  add  that 
concessions  as  regards  age  are  made  to 
ex-soldiers  who  are  desirous  of  entering 
the  competitions  for  sorterships,  i 
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OmBtgaaid  Stations  with  a  Crew  of  lesB 

than  Four  Men. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  there  are  any  coatguard  stations 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  excluding  de- 
tachments, with  a  crew  of  less  than  four 


men ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give  a  list  of 
them,  the  location,  and  the  number  of 
men  usually,  and  at  the  present  time, 
stationed  at  each  respectively. 

(Atmcered  hy  Dr.  Macnamara.)  There 
are  fourteen  such  stations,  as  follows — 


Til  VI  ai  mn 

DUIuiOll. 

f^Atn     Am  Ant 

Namber  of  men  ac 
present  time. 

c 

Stone  Creek  - 

3 

3 

HuU       .      .      .  -| 

Paull  - 

3 

3 

Tetney  Lock 

3 

3 

Liynn      -      -      .  - 

Wrangle 

3 

3 

Ilfracombe 

Appledore  • 

3 

3 

Swansea  - 

Porthcawl 

3 

3 

Liverpool  -      .      -  - 

Walney  Island 

3 

3 

Xorth  Queensferry  -  -| 

I 

Inchkoith 
Fifeness 

3 
3 

3 

3 

Banff      -•     -      -  - 

Kosehearty  - 

3 

3 

Inverness  -      -      -  . 

Dunnet  Head 

3 

3 

Galway    -      .      -  . 

Benmore 

3 

3 

Guidore  -      -      -  - 

Arranmore  - 

3 

3 

JUthmuUen  - 

Fanad  Head  - 

3 

3 

Mr.  NIELD  ;  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  any  coast- 
guard station,  other  than  detachments, 
can  be  considered  efficient  which  has  less 
than  four  men  constituting  its  orew, 
having  regard  to  emergencies  and  ser- 
vices arising  from  storm  and  wrecks 
which  the  coastguard  are  called  upon  to 
undertalffi. 


(Answered  by  Dr.  Macnamara.) 
Aiuwer  is  in  the  affirmative. 


The 


Importation  of  British  Cattle  into  Canada- 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  CoUege) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 


it  is  the  case  that  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment have  in  contemplation  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  importation  of  breeding 
stock  from  Scotland  on  account  of  the 
recent  outbreak  of  disease  in  Edinburgh  ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  introduce  legislation 
permitting  the  free  entry  of  Canadian 
cattle  into  this  country,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  above  misfortune. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
As  my  hon.  friend  is  probably  aware, 
foot-and-mouth  disease  no  longer  exists 
in  this  country,  and  all  the  restrictions 
rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  outbreaks  have  been  with- 
drawn.   In  these  circumstlincea  tcb  have 
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no  leason  to  believe  that  the  Canadian 
OoTemment  will  consider  it  necessary  to 
modify  in  any  way  the  existing  arrange- 
ments with  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
British  stock  into  the  Dominion.  No 
legislation  is  in  contemplation  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned. 

Boles  nnder  Section  15  (3)  Land  Law 
(Irelmnd),  Aet  1887. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH 
{Fermanagh,  N.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
Genera]  for  Ireland  whether  any  rules 
were  made,  and,  if  so,  when,  under  Section 
15,  Sub-section  3,  of  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act,  1887.  regulating  the  terms 
on  which  consents  to  the  redemption  of 
quit  rents  in  Ireland  should  be  given ; 
when,  and  by  whom,  was  the  rule  stated 
on  page  422  of  Cherry's  Irish  Land  Acts 
altered ;  and  what  are  the  rules  on  the 
subject  at  present  in  force,  and  are  the 
same  accessible  to  the  public. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  It  has  not 
been  found  necessary  to  make  rules  under 
the  section  quoted  with  regard  to  the 
redemption  of  quit,  etc.,  rents,  and  the 
statement  on  p^e  422  of  Cherry's  Irish 
Land  Acts  is  not  accurate  if  it  is  meant 
to  convey  more  than  that  it  was  at  that 
time  the  practice  of  the  Commissionen 
of  Woods  to  sell  such  rents  at  twenty- 
five  years  purchase.  There  are  no 
statutory  rules  governing  the  rate  at 
which  quit  rents  an  sold.  This  rate 
is  fixed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Woods 
with  the  authority  of  the  Treasury. 

Ecclesiastical  Oommlssioners  and  Com- 
pensation for  Non-Benewal  of  Leases. 

Sir  RANDAL  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Crewe  Division,  as  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioner,  whether  the  Commis- 
sioners, when  refusing  to  renew  leases 
of  their  property,  are  under  any  statutory 
obligation  to  compensate  publicans,  shop- 
keepers, manufacturers,  or  any  other 
persons,  who  may  be  doing  a  profitable 
business,  at  the  expiration  of  their 
leases ;  and  if  they  are  under  no  statutory 
obligation  to  do  so,  whether  it  is  custo- 
mary for  the  Commissioners  voluntarily  to 
compensate  those  whose  business  may 
siifEer  or  be  rjiined  by  the  non-renewal 
of  their  leases. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Tomkinson.)  The 
Commissioners  are  under  no  statutory 
obligation  of  the  nature  referred  to, 
being  in  the  same  position  as  any  other 
absolute  owners  of  real  property,  and  it 
is  not  their  practice  to  compensate  lessees- 
for  the  non-renewal  of  their  leases. 

Criminal  Procedure  Bill- 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs):  To 
ask  the  Lord-Advocate  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  wide-spread  desire  for  the 
re-introduction  of  the  Criminal  Procedure 
Bill ;  whether  the  Bill  is  prepared ;  and, 
if  80,  when  he  proposes  to  introduce  it. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.)  From- 
various  communications  which  have 
reached  me  I  gather  that  there  is  a- 
general  desire  in  Scotland  to  see  this  Bill 
passed  into  law.  The  Bill  is  in  a  very 
forward  state  of  preparation,  and  I  mm 
endeavouring  to  give  effect  to  valuable- 
suggestions  on  points  of  detail  which  have- 
reached  me  from  various  quarters.  I 
hope  to  introduce  it  on  on  early  date. 

RiTer  Shannon  Tolls. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  tolls  payable 
to  the  Treasury  on  boats  and  barges 
navigating  the  River  Shannon  roughly 
amount  to  an  average  charge  of  £2  per 
cargo  per  boat,  and  that  the  boats  paying 
these  tolls  are  engaged  in  carrying  food- 
stuffs and  other  necessaries  of  life  to 
one  of  the  poorest  districts  in  Ireland ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  charge  of  58. 
per  steamer  which  the  Treasury  pro- 
poses to  make  for  the  use  of  the  Carlisle 
pier  at  Kingstown  by  the  Ijondon 
and  North-Westem  Railway  Company^ 
he  will  at  least  assimihite  the  payments 
exacted  from  the  boats  navigating  the 
Shannon  to  a  maximum  of  5s.  per  boat. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  The^ 
Board  of  Works  inform  me  that  accord- 
ing to  the  figures  available  in  that  De- 
partment the  average  tolls  paid  on  each 
trip  of  a  boat  with  cargo  on  the  Shannon 
Navigation  work  out  at  ICs.  4d.  _The 
rate  of  58.  in  Kingstown  Harbour'does 
not,  however,  apply  to  ships  with  cargo, 
but  only  to  ships  carrying  mails  or 
passengers  exclusively,  r^,^^,^]^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOylC 


1061  Questions.  {28  April  1908}  Questions.  1062" 

Bevenae  Derived  from  Alcohol >  both  Customs  and  Excise,  deriTed  from- 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington) :  To  alcohol  durinfit  the  last  twenty  years, 
aak  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeoaer 

what  is  the  amount  of  revenue,  inclading       {Annoered  by  Mr.  JAoyd-George). 


Statement  showing  the  Total  Net  Amount  of  Customs  and  Excise  Revenue 
derived  from  Alcohol  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the  twenty  years 
ended  31st  March,  1907 


Year  ended  Slst 
March. 

Bzoise.* 

Customs  t 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1888 

21,739,737 

5,320,969 

27,060,706 

1889 

21,649,448 

5,519.864 

27,169,312 

1890 

23,270,428 

5,997,058 

29,267,486- 

1891 

25,255,684 

6,030,776 

31,286,460 

1892 

26,332.021 

5,948,150 

32,280.171 

1893 

26,889,640 

5,572,577 

31,462,217 

1894 

25,884,958 

5,557,407 

31,442,365 

1895 

26,496,028 

5,552,106 

32,048,134 

1896 

27,510,988 

5,693,424 

33,204.412 

1897 

28,136,842 

5,841,868 

33,978,710- 

1898 

29,045,035 

5,853,259 

34,898,294 

1899 

30,052,964 

5,860,833 

35,913,797 

1900 

32,648,29? 

6,885,605: 

39,533,89» 

1901 

34,064,539 

6,502,884 

40,567,423 

1902 

32,209,217 

6,266,3.*10 

38,475,M7 

1903 

32.739,308 

0,494,714 

39,234,022: 

1904 

32,129,099 

6,022,076 

38,151,175 

1905 

31,237,390 

5,206,389 

36,444,279 

1906 

30,748,228 

5,095,370 

35,843,598 

1907 

30,816,057 

5,48C,917 

36,296,974 

*  Including  Local  Taxation  Amounts  from  1890-1  upwards. 

t  Including  Local  Taxation  Amounts,  but  excluding  appropriationa  to  the^sle-of  ^aft. 
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Dairiea.  Cowsheds,  and  HiUcshopa  (Ire- 
laud)  Order  --  Suggested  Oovenuuent 
Grant. 

Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.) ;  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds, and  Milkshops  (Ireland)  Order, 
1908,  is  compulsory,  and  that  its  pro- 
visions are  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  general  health  of  the  community  and 
assisting  to  stamp  out  the  disease  of 
tuberculosis,  he  will  urge  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  contributing 
one-half  of  the  cost  of  giving  effect  to  the 
Order. 

{Ansieered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  An- 
swer is  in  the  negative.  There  is  no 
reason  why  the  Government  should  con- 
tribute one  half  of  the  coat  of  giving 
effect  to  the  Order  in  question  that  would 
not  equally  apply  to  the  case  of  every 
Order  which  aims  at  improving  the 
general  health  of  the  community. 

Distribution  of  Orazing  Land  at  Oookes- 
boro*  and  Killnlagh. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Elatates 
Commissioners  have  arranged  terms  for 
the  purchase  of  grazing  lands  at  Cookes- 
boro*  and  Killulagh ;  and  whether,  in 
the  distribution  of  these  lands,  all  persons 
who  have  been  found  or  are  known  to 
have  taken  part  in  cattle-driving  will  be 
excluded  from  any  share  in  the  property. 

{Ansrcered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Es- 
tates^ Commissioners  are  negotiating  for 
the  purchase  of  untenanted  lands  on  the 
Pakenham  and  Fetherstonhaugh  estates 
at'the  places  named,  but  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  proceedings  it  would  be  pre- 
mature to  consider  to  whom  the  lands 
wilUbe  re-sold  if  purchased.  The  Com- 
missioners will  duly  consider  any  repre- 
sentations which  may  be  made  to  them 
in  the  matter. 

Division  of  the  Estate  of  Captain  Garden 
atBamane. 

Mb.  LONSDALE  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
division  of  the  estate  of  Captain  Carden, 
M  Bamane,  Templemore,  by  the  Estates 


Commissioners,  all  the  farms  have  been 
allotted  to  officials  of  the  United  Irish 
League  and  their  supporters ;  and 
whether  he  can  offer  any  explanation 
why  independent  applicants,  thoroughly 
suitable  and  living  nearer  to  the  estate, 
have  been  excluded  from  a  share  of  these 
lands. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  are  not  aware  that 
the  facts  are  as  suggested  in  the  Ques- 
tion. The  Commissioners  have  Aot  in* 
formed  themselves  of  the  political  views 
of  the  persons  to  whom  they  propose  to 
allot  parcels  of  the  Carden  estate,  nor 
have  they  taken  any  such  matters  into 
consideration. 

Condition  of  Boads  in  Oonnty  Lelteim* 

I    Mr.  LONSDALE  :  To  ask  the  Chief 

'  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
j  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
I  called  to  the  condition  of  the  roads  in 
j  County  Leitrim ;  and  whether  he  will 
'  inquire  how  far  this  is  due  to  a  system  of 
'  giving  contracts  to  sons  of  county  coun- 
I  cillors  and  district  councillors  who  reside 
'  at  home  with  their  fathers  and  work  their 
fathers*  horses  in  these  contracts. 

I  {Answered  by  Mr.  Bi/rell.)  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
been  called  to  the  inferior  condition  of 
the  roads  in  County  Leitrira,  but  while 
the  Board  consider  that  the  county 
council  would  effect  great  economy  and 
improvements  by  adopting  direct  labour 
instead  of  the  contract  svstem,  they  are 
not  prepared  to  assume  that  the  sons  of 
local  councillors  are  less  competent  as 
contractors  than  other  persons.  In  the 
Board's  opinion  it  is  the  contract  system, 
rather  than  the  personnel  of  the  con- 
tractors, which  is  at  fault. 

Alleged  AManlt  by  Constables  at 
'  Attymass,  Connty  Mayo. 

'     Mr.  SHEEHY  (Meath,  S.) :    To  ask 
the  (^ief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  on  15th  March,  Constable  Donovan 
and  another  policeman,  in  Attyma-ts 
County  Mayo,  followed  two  piris,  Hr^. 
^  Dowd's  daughter  and  her  companion 
I  Kate  Judfje,  into  Mrs.   Dowd's  houw 
'  and  beat  the  girls  in  Mrs.  Dowd's  pre- 
'  sence,  knocking  down  Kate^Judge  iwtth 
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vioteace  and  cutting  her  hand ;  and 
what  punishment,  if  any,  has  been 
inflicted  on  these  guardians  of  the  peace 
for  such  conduct. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  two 
policemen  referred  to  in  the  Question 
deny  that  there  is  any  truth  in  the  state- 
ment that  they  beat  or  in  any  way 
assaulted  these  two  girls  in  Mis.  O'Dowd's 
house  as  alleged.  They  were  summoned 
by  the  girla  for  assault,  and  the  complaints 
were  heard  at  Petty  Sessions  on  the  7th 
instant,  when  the  magistrates  dismissed 
both  cases  on  the  merits.  The  Inspector- 
Greneral  considers  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  conduct  of  the  policemen  which 
calls  for  any  action  on  his  part. 

Evicted  Tenants— Application  of  Frank 
Ohamben. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  received  an  application 
for  reinstatement  from  Frank  Chambers, 
whose  father  was  evicted  some  thirty 
years  ago  on  the  McCloughry  estate, 
situate  in  the  district  of  BaUyrush,  near 
.Riverstown,  Ballymote,  County  Sligo ; 
and,  if  so,  what  steps  they  propose  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  the  applica- 
tion referred  to,  but  as  the  eviction 
took  place  more  than  twenty-five  years 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1903  they 
can  take  no  action  in  the  matter. 

Evicted  Tenants— Oase  of  lCaT7  Cryan. 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  inquired  into  the  case  of 
Mary  Cryan,  evicted  tenant  on  the  estate 
lately  owned  by  Major  Phibba,  and  which 
is  situated  in  Mullinabreena,  near  Tubber- 
curry,  County  Sligo ;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
as  this  estate  is  now  vested  in  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  and  as  the  present  occu- 
pier is  endeavouring  to  diapose  of  the 
evicted  farm  by  private  treaty,  steps  will 
be  taken  to  have  Mary  Cryan  reinstated 
in  the  holding  from  which  she  was  evicted 
eleven  years  ago. 

{Anatceredby  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Bstates 
Commissioners  have  inqub^  into  this 


case  and  have  decided  that  they  cannot 
take  any  action  in  it.  The  applicant  was 
not  evicted  by  the  landlord,  but  by  her 
brother-in-law,  as  the  result  apparently 
of  a  family  dispute.  It  is  not  the  case- 
that  the  Commissioners  have  purchased, 
the  estate  in  question. 

Dillon  Estate— Cardenstown  Farm- 

Mr.  SHEEHY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Cardenstown  farm, 
on  the  Dillon  estate,  County  Meath,  is 

being  bought  by  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  identify  any 
proceedings  for  the  sale  of  this  farm  as 
having  been  instituted  before  them. 

Evicted  Tenants— Case  of  Mrs-  Ellen 
Barry. 

Mr.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mrs.  Ellen  Barry,  an  evicted 
tenant  of  Armagh,  County  Tipperary, 
has  applied  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
for  reinstatement ;  and,  as  her  holding 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord,  can  he 
state  what  prospect  there  is  of  her  being, 
reinstated. 

{Answ&red  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  an  applica- 
tion for  reinstatement  from  Mrs.  Ellen 
Barry,  but  cannot  say  whether  they  will 
be  able  to  take  any  action  upon  it  until 
the  estate  upon  which  the  evicted  holding 
is  situate  comes  before'  them  for  sale. 
The  application  was  received  after  31st 
May  last. 

Beinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants  in 
County  Kerry- 
Ma.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  how  many  evicted  tenants  in  the 
County  of  Kerry  have  been  reinstated 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act ;  how  many  applications 
have  been  received  from  evicted  tenants 
in  the  county ;  how  many  have  been 
reinstated  by  landlords  and  how  many 
by  the  £8ta^^^(^<^n]^£$ai0iv«ib:>  and 
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-what  steps  have  been  taken  to  test  the 
merits  of  each  particular  application. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Estates 
'Commissioners  have  taken  proceedings 
{or  the  compulsory  acquisition  under 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  certain  lands 
in  County  Kerry,  but  no  reinstatements 
have  yet  been  made  under  the  Act  in 
that  county  ;  938  applications  have  been 
received  from  the  county,  209  evicted 
tenants  have  been  reinstated  on  estates 
sold  by  landlords  to  tenants  direct, 
and  38  evicted  tenants  have  been  rein- 
stated, by  the  Commissioners  on  estates 
purchased  by  them.  The  applications  of 
evicted  tenants  are  fully,  inquired  into 
by  inspectors,  whose  reports  are  con- 
.fiidered  by  the  Commissioners  together 
itrith  all  other  available  information, 

Evicted  Tenants— Oase  of  Mn.  Alice 
Rftde. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
-tary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  will  state  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  given  further  considera- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Alice  Nagle  for 
reinstatement  in  her  former  holding  at 
B-tllinaboUisk,  on  the  Leader  estate, 
«oimty  Cork ;  and  vhether,  seeing  that 
the  present  occupier  of  the  farm  only 
entered  into  possession  of  it  in  1902,  and 
that  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  estate, 
as  a  whole,  is  now  being  proceeded  with, 
the  Commissioners  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  taking  steps  to  ascertain 
the  terms  upon  which  the  present  occupier 
would  be  willing  to  give  up  poBseasion  of 
the  farm  to  Mrs.  Alice  Nagle. 

(Ansicered  by  Mr.  BirrtU.)  The  Estates 
■Commissioners  have  decided  that  Mrs. 
Alice  Nagle  is  a  fit  person  to  be  provided 
with  a  holding  if  one  can  bp  found  for 
her,  and  they  have  referred  the  case  to 
their  inspector  with  the  object  of  provid- 
ing a  hbMing  if  possible. 

Oarrison  Chnrclies  in  India— ExdosiTe 
use  claimed  by  Ohnrch  of  England- 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  ;  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
if  he  can  say  what  is  the  number 
of  the  garrison  churches  in  India,  built 
wholly  or  in  part  with  public  moneys, 
«f  which  l^e  Church  of  England  claims 


the  legal  right  to  the  exclusive  use,  basing 
that  claim  on  the  fact  of  consecration 
alone  ;  where  these  churches  are  situated  ; 
and  what,  as  regards  each  of  them,  were 
the  approximate  dates  of  the  buildings, 
the  consecration,  and  the  assertion  of  tihe 
claim  to  such  exclusive  use. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  MorUy.)  I 
regret  that  I  have  not  the  material  to 

enable  me  to  answer  this  Question  in 
detail,  but  I  am  making  further  inquiry. 
Meanwhile  I  venture  to  refer  my  hon. 
friend  to  the  Memorandum  laid  before 
Parliament  before  Easter.  Generally  it 
may  be  said  that  all  military  stations 
(except  possibly  some  recently  estab- 
lished) have  a  garrison  church ;  that  at 
all  old-established  stations  tlds  church 
was  consecrated  many  years  ago,  and 
that  the  act  of  consecration  at  the  request 
or  with  the  permission  of  the  Government 
of  India,  and  the  contract  implied  there- 
by, is  the  basis  of  the  claim  of  the  Bishop 
to  control  the  use  of  the  edifice  for 
religious  purposes. 

Confidential  Reports  in  the  Post  Office- 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  practice  of  secret  reporting  in  the 
case  of  an  officer  of  irreproachable 
character  of  the  Eastern  Central  section 
of  the  General  Post  Office  for  an  alleged 
offence  which  b  e  emphatically  denies, 
in  which  no  explanation  was  asked  for 
of  the  alleged  misconduct  until  nearly  a 
month  after  it  is  said  to  have  occurred ; 
and  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  bo 
made  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and,  in  view  of  the  abuses  which 
such  delay  is  likely  to  give  rise  to,  will 
he  give  instructions  for  all  officers  who 
have  Derious  charges  made  against  them 
to  have  a  copy  of  such  chaige»  supplied 
to  them  at  the  time  they  are  alleg^ 
to  be  committed,  that  they  may  at  once 
have  an  opportunity  of  tendering  an 
explanation. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Burtm.) 
The  facta  of  the  case  to  which  I  under- 
stand the  hon.  Member  to  refer  have 
been  more  than  once  brought  to  my 
notice,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  no  injus- 
tice was  doue  to  the  officer  in  question. 
It  is  the  usual  jwrftcticerfiv-ft^ilwt  an 
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explanation  of  misconduct  without  delay ; 
but  cases  may  from  time  to  time  arise  in 
'which,  an  interval  occurs  between  the 
time  of  the  commiBBion  of  an  ofi^nce 
and  the  request  for  a  written  explanation. 

Sanitary  Amuutemmits  in  Tenement 

BOUMB- 

Mb.  HOBNIMAN  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
the-  Fresident  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  many  houses 
built  for  the  occupation  of  one  family 
only  are  constantly  let  in  tenements 
without  any  provision  being  made  for 
proper  sanitary  accommodation  for  the 
same  or  an  adequate  water  supply ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  many  cases 
the  only  sanitary  accommodation  for 
four  or  more  families  is  situated  on  the 
:ground  floor,  sometimes  in  the  back 
yard,  and  water  can  only  be  procured 
from  one  tap  in  the  basement  or  on  the 
ground  floor ;  and  whether  he  proposes 
to  take  any  action  by  legislation  or  other- 
'wise  to  deal  with  this  state  of  things. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I  am 
Aware  that  as  regards  houses  originally 
built  for  the  occupation  of  one  family, 
but  subsequently  let  in  tenements,  evils 
of  the  kind  mentioned  in  the  Question 
are  apt  to  arise.  The  existing  Uw 
«onfen>  on  local  authorities  considerable 
powers  for  dealing  with  such  cases,  as, 
€.g.,  outside  London  the  power  of  making 
bye-laws  under  Section  90  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  as  to  housea  let  in 
lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of 
more  than  one  family,  and  in  London 
the  power  given  by  Section  37  of  The 
Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891,  as 
to  sanitary  accommodation,  and  the 
provision  in  Section  78  of  the  London 
County  Council  (fieneral  Powera)  Act, 
1907,  as  to  the  supply  of  water  to  tene- 
ment houses.  I  will,  however,  cause 
the  suggestion  for  further  legislation 
-on  the  subject  to  be  noted. 

3^iifoiced  Concrete  Stmetnres  and 
Building  IiOAiia. 

Sir  J.  BBUNNER  (Cheshire,  North- 

wich) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  several  Govern- 
ment Departments  have  adopted  the 
method  of  building  in  reinforced  con- 


crete, with  a  resultant  large  economy 
and  no  loss  in  e£Gicieucy,  he  proposes  to 
persist  in  requiring  from  local  authorities 
a  shorter  term  for  the  repayment  of 
loans  for  buildings  in  reinforced  concrete 
than  for  buildings  in  the  old-fashioned 
method. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  As  I 
have  stated  before,  I  am  advised  that  it 
is  doubtful  whether  ferro-concrete  is  a 
suitable  material  for  permanent  struc- 
tural works  under  all  conditions,  and 
that  there  is  need  for  caution  in  dealing 
with  it.  Examples  have  been  brought 
under  my  notice  of  the  failure  of  works 
constructed  of  this  material.  There  has 
not  been  sufficient  experience  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter  to  enable  me  to 
arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion  with 
regard  to  the  economy  and  efficiency  of 
buildings  constructed  with  ferro-concrete, 
and  I  am  still  not  satisfied  that  the 
periods  allowed  for  the  repayment  of 
loans  for  work  so  constructed  can  properly 
be  extended. 

Military  and  Naval  Prisona—Prisonera 
and  Staff.  ^ 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
from  Answers  to  Questions  circulated 
on  2i8t  August,  1907,  it  appears  that^ 
on  an  occasion  in  1906-7  there  was  only 
one  prisoner  in  the  military  prison  at 
Hong  Kong  with  an  establishment  of 
four  to  look  after  him,  and  five  prisoners 
in  the  naval  prison  with  an  establishment 
of  eight  to  look  after  them,  and  at  the 
Cape  of  Grood  Hope  the  numbers  were, 
on  occasion,  establishments  of  eleven 
and  five  to  look  after  twenty-one  and  no 
prisoners  respectively ;  and  whether , 
while  making  every  allowance  for  the 
larger  number  of  prisoners  that  may  be 
under  punishment  at  other  times,  the 
Treasury  will  ascertain  if  there  is  ample 
accommodation  in  the  military  prisons 
for  naval  prisoners,  having  regard  as 
well  to  past  precedent  in  these  matters. 

To  ask  the^Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  are 
separate  naval  and  military  prisons  at 
Hong  Kong,  and  again  at  Simon's  Bay 
and  Wynburg,  which  are  within  easy 
communication  of  each  other  ;  and 
whether  steps  can  be  taken  to  induce 
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the  Admiralty  and  War  Office  to  cut 
down  expenses  by  maintaining  a  single 
establishment  at  each  place. 

{Amwered  hy  Mr.  Sobhotue.)  With 
regard  to  Hong  Kong,  the  revision  of 
the  naval  prison  arrangements  at  that 
place  is  already  under  consideration. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  abolish  the  naval 
prison  at  Simon's  Bay,  as  the  present 
system  is  necessary  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  service. 

BiCfthiMiTiftr  Oontribntions  to  Eereftordshire 
Oonnty  Council. 

Captain  CLIVE  (Herefordshire,  Ross) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  state  why  the  Exchequer  con- 
tribution to  the  County  Council  of 
Herefordshire  during  the  last  financial 
year  was  less  by  £2,150  than  in  the  year 
ending  the  Slst  March,  1907. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  My 
right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply 
to  this  Question.  At  the  time  when 
arrangements  were  being  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  pay- 
ment to  the  councils  of  counties  and 
county  boroughs  of  the  instalment  which 
was  distributed  last  month,  on  account 
of  the  financial  year,  1907-8,  out  of  the 
•  sums  payable  into  the  Local  Taxation 
Account,  as  the  equivalent  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  local  taxation  licence  duties 
and  the  estate  duty  grant,  it  was  found 
that  the  amount  available  for  distribution 
was  appreciably  less  than  the  amount 
available  at  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  year.  In  the  circum- 
stances, the  councils  were  generally 
paid  the  same  sums  that  they  received 
in  March,  1906,  on  account  of  the  financial 
year,  1905-6.  In  the  case  of  Hereford- 
shire, however,  the  produce  of  the  local 
taxation  Hcence  duties  during  the  eleven 
months  ended  February,  1908,  was  about 
£460  less  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1905-6,  and  therefore,  in  that 
case,  the  sum  paid  was  rather  less  than 
in  March,  1906.  In  the  result  the 
payment  made  to  the  county  council  in 
March,  1908,  was  £2,150  less  than  in 
March,  1907.  A  final  payment  remains 
to  be  made  to  the  councils  on  the  same 
account  in  respect  of  the  year  1907-8 ; 
and  the  latest  returns  as  to  the  proceeds 
of  the  duties  for  the  year  point  to  the 


probability  that  in  the  ease  of  the  county 
of  Hereford  this  final  payment  will  be 
somewhat  laiger  than  the  corresponding 
payment  made  on  account  of  the  year 
1906-7, 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  BOUSE, 

Naral  Engine  Soom  Artificers. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty how  many  candidates  from 
outside  sources  have  been  examined  for 
the  rating  of  foiirth-elass  engine-room 
artificer  since  1st  April,  1907,  and  what 
percentage  passed  into  His  Majesty's 
service. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McEbnna,  Monmouth,  N.) : 
252  candidates  have  been  examined 
from  outnde  sources ;  and  about  56  per 
cent,  passed  into  the  service. 

H.H.S.  "  Indus  "  Mechanicians. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  AdmiraHy  what 
rearrangement  of  the  mechanician  es- 
tablishment on  H.M.S.  "  Indus "  has 
taken  place  since  Ist  January,  1908; 
what  circumstances  entailed  the  altera- 
tion ;  and  wilt  it  facilitate  means  for 
obtaining  the  cost  of  training. 

Me.  McKENNA  :  No  rearrang  ^ment 
has  taken  place  since  the  1st  January, 
1908.  The  change  to  which  the  Hon. 
Member  probably  refers  had  to  do  with 
the  workshops  in  "  Indus  I.",  which  shipy 
though  forming  part  of  the  "Indus" 
estaUishment,  is  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  mechanician  part  of  it. 

Officers  of  E.H.S.  "Indus-" 
Mr.  SUMMERBELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
additions  are  to  be  made  to  the  number 
of  officers  on  the  books  of  H.M.S.  "Indus**^ 
on  1st  January,  1908 ;  and,  if  so,  for 
what  duties  will  they  be  borne. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Two  officers  now 
borne  on  the  books  of  the  "  Vivid "  for 
duties  connected  with  the  repairs  of  small 
craft,  etc.,  will  probably  be  transferred 
to  the  books  of  the  "Indus"  without 
change  of  dxHAe^^^^^^^^  .yGoOglc 
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Bncine-Koom  Artificers  and  Mechanicians. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  how 
many  engine-room  artificers  have  been 
supplanted  by  medianicians  since  the 
inangtuation  of  the  latter  rating ;  and 
will  the  basis  laid  down  for  this  change  in 
Circular  Letter  No.  91,  of  26th  July, 
1907,  be  inserted  in  the  reciniting  biUs 
issuoi  for  public  guidance. 

Ma.  McKENNA :  No  engine-room 
artificers  have  been  supplanted  in  the 
service  by  mechanicians^  out  the  numbers 
(rf  engine-room  artificers  hereafter  required 
will  be  less  by  40,  appnudmately ;  on 
account  of  the  mechanicians  now  serving 
afloat.  No  reason  is  seen  for  inserting 
the  provisions  of  Circular  Letter  No.  91 
of  the  26th  July,  1907,  in  re.-ruiting 
handbills. 

Mechanician  Bating  Qoaliflcations. 
Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptfoid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty what  reduction  in  the  qualifications 
for  the  latinff  of  mechanician  have  been 
necessitated  by  the  dearth  of  candidates ; 
and  how  it  is  proposed  to  make  up  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  for  the  next 
mechanician  course. 

Ma.  McKENNA:  No  reduc'ion  his 
has  been  made  in  the  qualifications  re- 
quired for  the  rating  of  mechanician.  It 
is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a  full 
supply  of  volunteers  when  the  new  rules 
are  in  full  working  ordo*;  but  in  the 
meantime,  the  standard  oUhe  preliminary 
examination  to  be  passed  afloat,  prior  to 
sdection  of  candidates  for  the  mechanician 
course,  has  been  slightly  reUxed. 

Submarine  Service- 
Ms.  BOWERMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  is 
the  maximum  period  of  service  allotted 
for  engine-room  artificers  and  chief  petty 
officers,  respectively,  in  submarine  ser- 
vice ;  are  any  exceptions  made  to  the 
Tule ;  and  if  so,  for  what  reason. 

Ha.  McKENNA:  As  a  nil^,  coi- 
tinuous  service  in  submarines  is  not  to 
exceed  five  years.  A  few  exceptions  have 
been  allowed,  e.g.,  where  the  men  were 
required  tor  ^cial  experimental  and 
instructional  work.  The  maximum  total 
service  is  «ght  years. 

VOL.  CLXXXYIl.  [Fourth  Ssusb.] 


Pensioners  on  Home  Service  Ships. 

Mb.  BOWERMAN:  1  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he 
will  state  to  what  extent  it  is  proposed 
to  substitute  pensioners  for  active  service 
ratings  in  Home-service  ships ;  do  these 
men  receive  full  pay  and  pension  whilst 
serving ;  and  is  the  engagement  for  a 
period  of  five  years  only. 

Ma.  MoEENNA:  Penuoners  are  em- 
ployed in  certain  stationary  home  estab- 
uSQinents,  such  as  barracks  and  training 
establishments.  The  extent  to  which  this 
system  will  be  authorised  cannot  be  stated, 
as  it  depends  on  the  varying  requirements 
of  the  establishments,  bL.<t  it  is  practically 
limited  by  the  duties  which  can  be  more 
economically  and  suitably  carried  out  by 
pensioners  than  by  active  service  ratings. 
They  receive  a  weekly  wage  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  work  on  which  they  are 
6mp!oyed,  in  addition  to  their  pensions. 
There  is  no  period  of  engagement. 

Shipbuilding  Dispute- 

Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty if  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  threatened  closing  of  shipbuilding 
yards  where  there  is  no  dispute  at  present 
pending  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed; whether  any  Government 
contract  is  likely  to  be  delayed  in 
consequence ;  and,  in  the  event  of  any 
delay  on  the  part  of  any  contracting 
firm,  what  action,  if  any,  he  proposes  to 
take  with  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mb.  McKENNA:  I  have  read  the 
Press  reports  on  the  subject  of  a  possible 
lock-out  in  the  near  future.  Contracts 
for  building  Government  ships  provide 
that  the  contractor  shall  immediately,  on 
the  occurrence  of  a  lock-out,  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Admiralty.  No  such  notice 
has  yet  been  received.  Should  any  lock- 
out occur  the  execution  of  certain 
Gh)vemment  contracts  will,  in  all  proba- 
bilityt  be  delayed.  Delay  has  a&eady 
been  caused  in  some  Government  contracts 
by  strikes.  The  question  of  taking 
action  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CUREAN  (Durham,  Jarrow) : 
Can  no  definite  action  be  taken  against 
firms  hoMin^  Government  contracts  who 
lock  out  their  men  byGoOQlc 

2  E  ^ 


1075 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


1076 


-  Mr.  McKENKA  :  That  ia  one  of  the 
points  under  consideration. 

Inqnixy  into  Personnel  and  Training  of 
tile  Boyal  Navy- 
Ms.  BELL  AIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  of  Lord  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  over  220  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  have  presented  a 
memorial  in  favour  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
scope  and  effects  of  the  changes  made 
in  1903.  Lnd  8ubse:iuen*ly  in  the 
organisation  and  training  of  the  personnd 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  adverse  representations  from 
many  distinguished  naval  ofBcers  ;  and 
wheuier  he  will  make  a  statement  in 
reference  to  this  matter  on  Vote  5  of  the 
Navy  Estimates. 

JIIb.  McKENNA  :  I  understand  that 
the  memorial  was  presented  to  the  late 
Prime  Minister.  From  inquiry,  I  learn 
that  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Baunerman 
did  not  think  it  desirable  that  any  action 
should  be  taken  on  the  memorial.  The 
present  Board  of  Admiralty  have  no 
mtention  of  departing  from  the  policy 
approved  by  successive  Board*  since 
1903. 

Torpedo  Boats  in  the  Hamble  Biver. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
moora  number  of  torpedo  boats  in  Hamble 
River,  and  so  practically  close  this  river 
to  other  shipping  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  river  is  the  only  safe  and  con- 
venient harbour  for  small  vessels  in  the 
Solent  which  is  accessible  at  all  states  of 
the  tide,  and  is  used  by  a  large  number 
of  yachts  and  other  vessels ;  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  residents  in  Hamble, 
Swanwick,  and  Bursledon  gain  their 
livelihood  owing  to  the  presence  of  these 
vessels :  and  that  a  grave  loss  would  be 
inflicted  on  the  neighbourhood  should 
these  ships  be  compelled  to  go  elsewhere  ; 
and  whether  he  will  give  a  favourable 
consideration  to  the  petition  which  is 
being  forwarded  to  him  from  the  places 
affected  by  this  proposal. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  It  is  not  proposed 
so  to  moor  torpedo  craft  in  Hamble  River 
as  to  prevent  that  river  being  used  by 
other  small  craft,  and  it  is  not  believed 


that  there  is  any  ground  for  supiposing 
that  loss  will  be  inflicted  on  the  residents 
in  the  locality.  The  intended  arrange- 
ment is  a  temporary  one  during  the 
construction  of  the  dock  at  Portsmouth. 
Any  particular  representation  from  the 
places  affected  will  receive  careful  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  this  river  there 
is  practically  no  room  for  oHhar  ships 
when  torpedo-boats  are  there  1 


Mr.  McKENNA: 
of  it.    I  will  inquire. 


I  am  not  aware 


Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :   Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

defer  taking  any  definite  steps  until  he 
has  seen  the  extensively-signol  petition 
from  the  district  ? 

Mb.  McKENNA  :  I  cannot  undertake 

to  do  that. 

Naval  Cordite  Beserres. 
Mb.  BELLAIRS  :    X  beg  to  ask  th« 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  official  assurance  that  the  reserves 

of  cordite  for  each  class  of  gun  is  at  least 
as  great  as  it  was  on  1st  January,  1907, 
excludes  from  consideration  all  cordite 
which  is  suspected  of  containing  mercuric 
chloride ;  and  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
reissue  any  of  the  cordite  now  at  the 
depots  which  contains  mercnrio  chloride. 

Mr.  McEENNA  :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Cordite  containing  mercuric  chloride 
will  probably  be  used  for  practice  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  MYER  (Lambeth,  N.) :  In  vievi 
of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  unadulteratec 
cordite  will  the  Admiralty  and  the  Wa^ 
Office  take  steps  to  mannfacture  theic 

own  ? 

Mr.  McEENNA:    That  is  a  larf 
Question,  of  which  I  should  like  notice. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :   I  beg  to  ask  tl 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
is  aware  that,  on  25th  February,  Loi 
Rayleigh's  Committee  of  War  Officj 
Home  Office,  and  independent  experts 
explosives  unanimouslv^ecommended 
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destruction  of  all  the  new  blasting  ex- 
plosives containing  the  unlawful  In- 
Ipcedient  meicuiic  chloride ;  whether,  in 
Tiew  of  this  decisive  action,  he  can  state 
-what  course  the  Admiralty  Committee 
under  Lord  Bayleigh  recommended  in 
Tefetence  to  cordite  containing  this  un- 
lawful ingredient  which  might  be  found 
afloat  in  any  warships  or  in  the  ordnance 
depots ;  and  whether  all  cordite  con- 
taining mercuric  chloride  has  now  been 
withdrawn  from  afloat  to  the  ordnance 
depots  while  awaiting  the  results  of  the 
Wai  Office  experiments  as  to  whether  it 
.«an  safely  be  used. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Lord  Biyleigh's 
Committee  did  not  deal  with  cordite 
already  in  the  naval  service ;  and  the 
recommendation  my  hon.  friend  refers 
to  applied  only  to  blasting  explosives 
seized  by  the  Home  Office.  The  Ad- 
miralty have  already  taken  all  necessary 
steps  to  deal  with  such  naval  cordite  as 
may  be  found  to  contain  mercuric  chloride. 

Lord  E.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman  mean  he 
has  tal»n  steps  to  destroy  this  cordite  3 

Mft.McEENKA:  The  Admiralty  have 
talren  tiie  necessary  steps  to  secure  them 
against  danger. 

LoBD  B.  CECIL  :  Is  there  still  some 
of  this  cordite  containing  mercuric 
chloride  on  board  any  vessels  t 

Kr.  MoKENNA  asked  for  notice. 

Mk.  BELLAIRS  :  That  is  the  Ques- 
tion I  asked. 

Mb.  McKENNA  repeated  his  original 
Answer,  adding  that  the  Admiralty  were 
quite  satisfied  there  was  no  danger. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS:  Has  this  cordite 
been  withdrawn  from  ships  afloat  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Cordite  Silver  Test 

Mb.  BELLAIRS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  new  silver  test  for  cor- 
dite is  one  requiring  special  laboratory 
conditions,  and  taking  about  2,000  hours 


with  a  liquid  bath  kept  at  a  uniform 
temperature  of  80"^  C.  in  the  case  of  each 
sample ;  and  whether,  under  these  cir 
cumstances,  the  test  can  be  nsefoUy 
applied  on  board  ship  or  to  more  than 
very  small  quantities  of  cordite. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  It  is  not  proposed 
to  carry  out  silver  tests  on  board  ships, 
all  cordite  tests  being  carried  out  at  tne 
depots ;  but  my  hon.  friend  is  mistaken 
in  supposing  tliat  it  would  not  be  practic- 
able to  do  so. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  dispute  my  figures  as  to  the 
duration  of  the  test  f 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Lord  B.  CECIL :  Will  the  right  hou. 
(Gentleman  lay  on  the  Table  a  Betum 
ezplainii^  the  test  and  the  number  of 
hoars  it  takes  1 

Mb.MoKENNA:   No,  sir. 

Bisley  Olsas  Firisig  Accident- 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretuy  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  now  state  whether  it  is 

intended  to  give  increased  compensation 
to  George  Bishop,  quartermaster-sei^eant 
of  the  2nd  Volunteer  Battalion  Royal 
Fusiliers,  who  was  offered  £4  18s.  for 
an  injury  received  at  class  firing  at 
Bisley  from  a  defective  cartrit^e  which 
exploded  in  the  chamber,  carrying  away 
the  locking-piece  and  part  of  the  shoulder 
of  the  rifle,  laceratmg  three  of  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant Bishop's  fin^fera  and 
destroying  the  drum  of  the  right  ear, 
permanently  injuring  the  hearing  and 
necessitating  medical  attendance  at  a 
payment  of  23.  a  week  as  an  out-patient 
of  the  Ear  Hospital,  Golden  Square ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant Bishop  lost  his  situation 
on  3l8t  August  last,  owing  to  the  effects 
of  the  injury  received,  and  that  he  and 
his  wife  and  six  children  have  been  more 
or  less  dependent  on  charity  during  the 
last  six  months. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  poa 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington) ;  A 
gratuity  has  been  awarded  to  Quarter- 
master-SergeantuipWjpp^.  aigojdance 
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with  the  regulations  for  the  period 
during  which  he  was  certified  to  be 
unable  to  follow  his  employment.  The 
General  Officer  Commanduig  was  in* 
stamcted  in  Novonber  to  submit  the  case 
with  a  view  to  the  consideration  of  a 
further  grant  for  the  coat  of  medical 
treatment  when  the  man's  attendance 
at  Oolden  Square  Hospital  has  been 
completed.  No  mention  was  made  by 
the  man  or  his  commanding  officer  in 
the  course  of  the  correspondence  in 
October  that  the  man  had  lost  his  situa- 
tion on  3lBt  August  owing  to  the  effects 
of  that  injury.  I  have  directed  that 
further  inquiry  be  made  into  this  case. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER :  If  it  is 
found  that  the  facts  are  as  stated,  will 
the  Department  give  a  further  grant  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  will  ascertain 
the  facts  first. 

Hessrs.  KtbocIi  and  Cordite. 

Mr.  BELLAIBS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  how  many  tons  of  new  cordite 
Kynoch,  Limited,  refuse  to  take  back ; 
whether  all  this  cordite  has  been  found 
to  contain  mercuric  chloride ;  and 
whether  any  inconvenience  is  caused 
through  the  quantity  of  rejected  cordite 
now  occupying  magasine  space. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  This  firm  refuse  to 

take  back  seventy-three  tons  of  cordite, 
all  of  which  is  found  to  contain  mercuric 
chloride.  As  far  as  Army  magazines 
are  concerned,  no  inconvenience  as 
regards  storage  has  been  experienced 
up  to  the  present.  Litigation  is  pending 
on  the  subject. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :  Is  the  cordite  con- 
taining mercuric  chloride  stored  in  the 
ordinary  magazines,  where,  if  it  exploded, 
it  would  do  harm  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  asked  for  notice  of 
the  Question. 

Mr.  BELLAIBS  :  Are  the  m^azines 
for  naval  ammunition  still  in  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman's  charge  t 

Mr.  HALDANE  asked  for  uoldoe  of 
the  Question.  ' 


Be-issoes  of  Cordite- 
Mr.  BELLAIBS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  anpr 
of  the  cordite  containing  raorcunc 
chloride  has  been  re -issued  from  the  ord- 
nance depots  to  forts  or  ships  of  war  since 
the  active  investigations  undertaken  in 
the  early  part  of  last  year ;  and  whethe: 
cordite  containing  mercuric  cUoride  is 
regarded  as  part  of  the  reserve  or  geneial 
stock. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  As  far  as  the  land 

service  is  concerned  if  any  such  cordite 
has  for  any  reason  been  returned  to  a- 
depot  it  is  being  re-issued  subject  to 
sati8f3ang  a  searching  test.  The  re^^y  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  As  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  has  already  been  informed,  all 
cordite  is  subjected  to  periodic  tests  of 
stability. 

Bioting  in  Soutii  India. 

Mr.  RBES  (Montgomery  Boroughs^; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  give  any  informa- 
tion regarding  the  recent  riotii^  in  South 
India ;  and  whether  it  tos  connected 
with  celebrations  of  the  release  of  Baba 
Bepin  Chandra  Pal,  the  Congress  orator,, 
and  was  part  of  a  Swaraj  agitation. 

I  b^  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  regarding  the  recent 
riots  at  Tnticorin  aud  Tinnevelly. 

Thb  UNDER-SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Bochanan, 
Perthshire,  E.) ;  I  will  answer  the  hon. 
Member's  two  Questions  on  this  subject 
together.  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
received  Reports  of  the  occurrences  re- 
ferred to.  At  Tuticorin  a  meeting  of 
about  2,000  persons  was  held  on  13th 
March  in  defiance  of  an  order  issued  by 
the  magistrate,  who  had  reason  to  fear 
a  breach  of  the  peace.  In  endeavouring 
to  disperse  the  meeting,  the  magistrate 
and  deputy-superintendent  of  police 
were  stoned  by  the  mobi  who  finally  had 
to  be  fired  on.  Idttle  ^unage  was  done. 
Some  rioters  were  wounded,  but  none 
were  killed.  One  police-officer  was 
seriously  injured,  and  has  since  been 
reported  dead.  At  Tinnevelly  on  the 
same  day  a  mob  threw  stones,  broke 
lamps,  and  set  ^  to ,  public  ^^4^ti^. 
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The  magistxate  was  unable  to  disperse  the 
<»owd,  attd  was  eventually  obliged  to 
order  the  police  to  fire.  One  rioter  was 
killed,  and  seven  wounded,  of  whom  two 
are  reported  to  have  diedl  The  rioting 
was  connected  with  the  celebration  of 
the  release  of  Bepin  Chandra  Pal  and 
with  a  Swaraj  agitation.  The  action  of 
-the  authorities  seems  to  show  no  excess  of 
foFce  under  the  circumstances,  which  I 
do  not  doubt  have  been  correctly  re- 
ported. 
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Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex. 
Brentford) :  Is  it  not  the  case  that  meet- 
iBgs  of  congratulation  upon  the  return 
from  prison  of  Bipin  Chandra  Pal  passed 
off  peacefully  throughout  India  with  the 
ezceptimi  of  Tinnevelly  and  Tuticorin, 
where  the  authorities  prohibited  the 
holding  of  public  meetings ;  and  that  it 
was  this  prohibition  that  led  to  rioting 
and  loss  of  innocent  life  1 


Mr.  BUCHANAN: 
■otiee  of  that  Question. 


I  must  ask  for 


Beigal  Ooyemment  Finance. 

Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
tiie  Budget  statement  of  the  Oovemment 
of  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam,  the  deficit 
of  the  current  year  is  stated  to  amount 
to  23}  lakhs  of  rupees,  and  the  deficit 
in  the  year  1908-9  is  estimated  to  amount 
to  45{  lakhs  of  rupees ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  unforeseen  addi- 
tional expenditure  Involved  in  the  ad- 
ministratioa  of  the  new  province,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  modifying  the 
partition  of  Bengal  with  special  reference 
to  the  appointment  of  a  governor  and 
ooimdl  for  the  whole  of  Bengal,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  intention  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  India  Act  of  1833  and  the  sub- 
sequent Statute  of  1853,  16  and  17  Vict., 
c.  95,  and  the  delegation  of  powers  to 
certain  local  authorities  corresponding 
to  those  which,  under  the  Indian  Act 
of  1868,  obtain  in  Sind,  as  was  suggested 
bj  his  predecessor  in  office. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  figures  quoted 
by  the  hon .  Member  are  not  quite 
accurate.  The  "deficit"  (that  is  to 
aay  the  reduction  of  provincial  balance) 
in  1907-8,  to  which  he  presumably  refers 


in  speaking  of  the  "  current  year,"  is 
estimated  at  21J  lakhs,  not  23J,  and  that 
in  1908-9  at  23J  lakhs,  not  45|.  The 
reduction  of  the  provincial  balance  in 
the  two  years  is  chiefly  du<;  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  special  grant  mad?  to 
the  Provincial  Government  in  1906-7 
to  provide  for  the  government  buildings 
required  at  the  capital  of  the  new  pro- 
vince. The  expenditure  is,  of  cours3,  of 
a  temporary  and  non-recurring  char- 
acter, and  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  reason 
for  so  serious  and  far-reaching  a  measure 
as  modifying  the  whole  administrative 
arrangements  of  the  province. 

Sir  H.  COTTON :  Is  it  the  fact  that 
the  expenditure  on  the  new  province 
exceeds  by  many  lakhs  of  rupees  that 
which  was  estimated  when  the  partition 
was  decided  upon  I 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  do  not  think 
BO.  There  has  been  a  special  expenditure 
which  will  cease  in  a  short  time,  but 
provision  was  made  for  it  and  it  was 
fully  anticipated. 

The  Amir  of  Afghanistan  and  the  Anglo- 
Bnssian  ConTention. 

Mr.  LYNCH  (Yo:kfe,W.R.,Ripon): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Amir 
of  Afghanistan  has  notified  his  consent 
to  the  Articles  of  the  Anglo-Russian 
Convention  concerning  Afghanistan ; 
whether  these  Articles  will  have  any 
validity  in  case  the  consent  of  the  Amir 
should  not  be  forthcoming ;  and  whether 
he  can  inform  the  House  why  the  Amir 
of  Afghanistan  is  not  referred  to  in  the 
Convention  by  the  title  of  His  Majesty, 
this  being  the  title  given  to  the  Amir 
in  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  Afghanistan,  signed  at  Kabul  on 
21st  March.  1905. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  would  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  Answer  given  on  the 
14th  instant  to  a  similar  Question  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Andrews  District. 
It  would  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  discuss 
the  hypothetical  case  contemplated  by 
the  Question.  The  Convention  does  not 
profess  to  give  the  full  title  of  His  Majesty 
the  Amir  as  recited  in  the  Treaty  of 
21st  March,  1905.  C^r»al<^ 
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Mb.  LYNCH:  The  hon.  GentlemaR 
has  not  answered  the  second  part  of  my 
Question. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN:  I  said  it  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  discuss  a 
hypothetical  case. 

Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire):  Has 
the  Amir  given  his  consent  to  the  Con- 
vention ? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  I  have  answered 
that  by  referring  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
a  previous  Answer. 

Sir  H.  COTTON:  Has  the  consent 
yet  been  given  ? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :  Not  yet. 

Mb.  SMEATON  :  And  is  that  a  matter 
of  surprise  in  view  of  the  humiliating 
position  in  which  the  Amir  has  been 
placed } 

*Mb.  SPEAKER  :  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Indian  Whipping  Act. 

Sir  H.  cotton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  to  am6nd  the  Whipping  Act, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Council  of  the  Governor  General  of 
India,  does  not  provide  that  no  whipping 
shall  be  inflicted  by  order  of  a  Court  unless 
and  until  the  person  convicted  has  had  a 
reasonable  opportunity  of  carrying  his  case 
before  a  Court  of  Appeal ;  and  whether 
he  will  suggest  to  the  Government  of 
India  the  ad^-isability  of  introducmg  a 
clause  in  the  Bill  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  provide  for  an  appeal  while 
maintaining  the  penalty  of  whipping  as 
an  alternative  to  imprisonment,  since, 
pending  appeal,  the  prisoner  would  have 
to  be  retained  in  custody.  The  object 
in  view  has  been  met  by  providing  that 
only  experienced  officers,  exercising  first- 
class  powers,  shall  be  authorised  to 
inflict  the  penalty. 

Sir  H.  COTTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
■^retary  of  State  for  India  whether 


in  the  Whipping  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
introduced  into  the  Council  of  the  Gover- 
nor General  of  India  on  I3ih  March,  the 
punishment  of  whipping  for  larceny  has 
been  abolished ;  and,  if  so,  whetl«r  I10 
will  talu  steps  to  prohibit  flogging 
as  a  punishment  for  casual  and  ordmaiT' 
theft. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  punishmenU 
of  whipping  for  casual  and  ordinary  theft 
has  not  been  aboHshed  by  the  Bill,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  does  not  prqpoae 
to  take  any  steps  in  tlie  matter. 

Stona-Throwing  in  Oalcntta— Ibfistnto'* 

Action. 

Sir  H.  COTTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  case 
decided  by  the  Calcutta  police  magistrate, 
Mr.  Kingsfordi  on  12th  March,  in  wbicb 
a  boy,  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  was 
charged  with  throwing  a  stone  at  a 
motor-car,  which  did  not  strike  the  motor- 
car, and  was  fined  £1 ,  and  to  ihe  request 
of  the  magistrate  directly  addressed 
to  the  r^orters  that  it  might  be  stated 
in  the  Prass  that  the  next  time  anyone, 
whoever  he  was,  was  brought  up  on  a 
similar  cha^e  he  would  be  punished 
with  whipping,  and  whether  he  proposea 
to  take  any  action  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  seen  a  newspaper  report  to  the 
effect  stated.   A  practice  of  stone  throw- 
I  ing  is  said  to  have  grown  up  lately  in 
.  Calcutta,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
'  sees  no  sufficient  reason  to  interfere. 

Sir  H.  COTTON  :  Does  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  think  it  simply  outrageous 
that  a  magistrate  should  threaten  small 
,  boys  with  the  punishment  of  flogging  for 
stone-throwing — a  very  common  practice 
in  this  country  T 

\ 

,  Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  understand  the 
I  magistrate  is  quite  within  his  power. 

I  Mb.  HAVTLAND  BURKK  (King's 
I  County,  TuUamore) :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle' 
'  man  aware  that  the  judicial  torture  by 
the  infliction  of  the  lash  is  unknown  in 
the  case  of  any  French  or  native  subjeot 
in  Algeria,  and  will  he  use  his  influence  to 
bring  India  up  to  the  level-4>r  tu^^ianity 
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which  has  obtained  bo  many  yeais  in 
Algeria  % 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sKam) :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  in  Fiance  there  is  considerable 
agitation  to  have  severely  flogged  crimi* 
nals  who  commit  assaults  on  womffli  and 
childien  ? 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  hardly  arises 
oat  of  the  Question  on  the  Paper. 

Indian  Telegraphists'  Strike. 
Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  the 
strike  among  the  telegraph  stafE  in  India, 
which  has  greatly  dislocated  business, 
has  ended ;  and  whether  the  business 
of  the  department  is  now  proceeding 
in  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Government 
of  India  reported  last  week  that  the 
strike  among  the  telegraph  staff  in  India 
was  at  an  end,  and  I  understand  that 
the  business  of  tiie  department  is  pro- 
ceeding in  the  nsual  course. 

Mr.  REES  :  May  I  ask  whether  this 
was  the  outcome  of  endeavouring  to 
impose  English  methods  on  Indian  em- 
ployees ? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :  I  do  not  think 
so. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
hai  been  called  to  the  discontent  of 
the  Indian  telegraph  operators  and 
signallers  with  the  new  scheme  of  duties 
introduced  by  Mr.  Newlands,  the  English 
expert,  who  has  been  lent  by  the  British 
Post  Office  to  the  Indian  Administration  ; 
and  what  action,  if  any,  it  is  proposed 
to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  discontent 
of  the  Indian  telegraph  operators  and 
signallers  with  the  new  scheme  of  duties 
has  been  met  by  an  arrangement  under 
which  the  new  system  will  have  a  fair 
trial  for  a  limited  period — four  or  five 
weeks  I  think — and  a  Committee,  on 
which  the  subordinate  stafi  will  be 
represented,  will  be  appointed  to  examine 


the  system  during  trial. "  We  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  an  accommodaldon 
will  be  reached. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  Is  this  the  same 
Mr.  Newlands  who  was  the  cause  of  so 
much  difficulty  in  the  Home  Post  Office  1 

[No  Answer  was  retumed.j 

Indian  HUitaiy  Oharges. 

Mr.  LYNCH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  speech  recently 
delivered  by  Lord  Kitchener  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  India  to  the  effect  that 
weighty  reasons,  affecting  the  external 
and  internal  security  of  India,  militated 
against  any  reduction  of  the  military 
charges ;  whether  he  can  state  the  nature 
of  those  external  reasons  ;  and  whether 
the  Government  of  India  contemplate 
taking  any  steps  towards  curtailing 
the  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
defences  of  the  North-West  Frontier 
as  a  result  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  seen  a  report,  but  is  engaged 
in  correspondence  with  the  Government 
of  India  on  the  important  subject  to 
which  my  hon.  friend  refers,  and  is  not 
able  to  make  any  statement  at  the 
present  stage.  Perhaps  when  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Budget  comes  on  in  this 
House  I  may  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
points  raised  by  my  hon.  friend. 

Zulnland— Sir  Duncan  Mackenzie's 
Administration- 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
persons  arrested,  detained,  or  placed  in 
prison  during  the  period  Sir  Duncan 
Mackenzie  administered  martial  law  in 
Zululand  and  the  northern  districts  of 
Natal,  and  the  number  left  in  prison  by 
Sir  Dimcan  Mackenzie,  and  subsequently 
discharged  by  a  magistrate,  as  reported 
in  the  official  statement  of  the  Under- 
Secretary. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool*  ^  AbMCTwnb^- The 
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Secretary  of  State  ib  aot  in  possession 
of  this  information  but  has  asked  the 
Oovemor  of  Natal  by  telegraph  for  the 
particulars  destr^  by  my  hon.  friend. 

iDtercolonial  B«ciproclty--Trade  Bels- 
tiona  of  Canada  and  the  West  Indies- 

Mb.  LAMONT  (Buteshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that,  at  the 
Inter-Colonial  Conference  upon  Trade 
Relations  between  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  held  at  Bar- 
bados in  January  last,  lesolations  were 
passed  in  &iTour  of  a  mutual  reduction 
of  tMi&  as  between  the  Dominion  on  one 
hand  and  certain  of  the  West  Indian 
Colonies  on  the  other;  whether  the 
Government  regards  with  favour  this 
movement  in  the  direction  of  imperial 
free  trade ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
C(^(mial  Office  has  ofiered*  or  will  offer, 
to  assist  the  Crown  Colonies  concerned 
in  carrjring  their  negotiati<«u  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  We  have  not  yet 
learned  the  wishes  of  the  Governments 
concerned  and  therefore  cannot  at  present 
make  any  definite  statement. 

Mr.  LEVEBTON  HARRIS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  Will  the  Secretary 
of  State  get  the  information  as  soon  a's 
possible? 

Colonel  SEELY:  Yes,  Sir;  my 
noble  friend  is  engaged  in  obtaining 
it  now.  Hy  hon.  friend  will  understand 
that  the  views  of  many  Governments 
have  to  be  ascertained  and  we  cannot 
get  an  answer  immediately. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  Did  not 
the  Resolution  refer  merely  to  a 
reduction  of  tariffs  on  certain  specified 
articles  in  both  countries  to  which  pre- 
ference should  be  given  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  must  ask  for 
notice.  I  am  only  aware  of  the  general 
trend  of  the  matter. 

Mr.   R.   DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Go  van) :    Are  the  Crown  (^iolonies  in  a 
different  posititm  from  self-governing  Colo* 
iM  in  making  Uiese  urangements  1 


Colonel  SEELY :  I  can  hardly  deal 
with  that  matter  in  reply  to  a  supple- 
mentary Question. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lan- 
arkshire, N.W.)  :  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman 
consider  the  desirability  of  laying  the 
correspondence  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  will  consult  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  that  point. 

Case  of  Mr.  LuxenVug* 

Mr.  BELLOC  (Salford,  S.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Russian  Qovera- 
ment  have  at  any  time  formulated  any 
definite  charge  against  the  British  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Luxenburg,  recently  thrown 
into  prison  without  trial ;  and  whether, 
as  has  been  alleged,  any  close  relation 
of  his  has,  or  is  accused  by  the  Russian 
Government  of  having,  plotted  against 
the  existing  Government  of  that  country. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  -  THOMSON  :  At 
the  same  time,  may  I  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

whether  the  circumstances  attend- 
in  g  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
Mr.    Luxenburg    justify  a  claim  for 

I  compensation  for  that  gentleman ;  and 
whether  such  a  claim  has  been  or  will 
be  put  forward  by  the  British  Govezn- 

I  ment. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN   AFFAIRS    (Sir  Bdwau> 
Grby,  Northumberland,  Berwick):  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Luxenburg  wm 
notified  to  the  antiiorities  as  being 
engaged  in  revolutionary  propaganda, 
and  was  arrested  in  consequence  in  a 
district  which  was  treated  as  in  a  state 
of  siege.    It  turned  out  apparently  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  such  a 
charge,  and  he  was  released.   But  tlu 
information  I  have  at  present  is  som*- 
what  vaga#}  and  I  btve  asked  His 
'  Majesty's  Ambassador  to  get  more  defi- 
nite information  as  to  the  reason  for 
the  arrest.    I  expect  to  receive  a  farther 
;  report  from  him.   I  am  not  a  wars 
',  whether  any  relation  of  Mr.  Luxen^n^ 
I  has  plotted  against  the  Russian  Oot«»- 
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Th*  Aland  lalands- 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  lor  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  either  of  the  two  foreign  Powers, 
parties  to  the  Convention  respecting 
the  Aland  Islands  annexed  to  the  Treaty 
of  Paris  in  1856,  has  proposed  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  Con- 
vention should  be  modified ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  of  any  negotiations  between 
tiwae  Powers  to  that  md. 

Sib  BDWAED  GBBT  :  I  beg  to  refer 

the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer  which  I 
gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh 
on  20th  February  last.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  negotiations  being  in  progress, 
and  no  alteration  of  the  Aland  Islands 
Treaty  is  now  under  discussion  as  far 
as  I  am  aware. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dem)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  he  is  now  able  to  state  when  the  Congo 
forthor  Papers,  promised  for  the  earliest 
possible  date,  will  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  hope  to 
lay  the  Congo  further  Papers  next  week. 
They  have  been  somewhat  delayed  to 
admit  of  the  inclusion  of  some  additional 
correspondence. 

Sib  GILBERT  PARKER  asked  as  to 

the  most  recent  communications  which 
had  passed  with  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment. 

Sib  EDWARD  GRET :  I  understand 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  has  a  Question 
for  Thursday  on  that  point,  and  I  should 
like  to  defer  my  answer  till  then. 

Salonika  Memorandum. 

■  Mb.  LYNCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
he  can  arrange  for  the  communication  to 
the  House  of  the  Memorandum  by  the 
Adjoints  of  the  Powers  at  Salonika  re- 
ferred to  on  page  5  of  Turkey,  No.  1, 
1908 

SiB  EDWARD  GREY:  The  Memor- 
andum in  question  will  be  communicated 


to  the  House  in  a  few  days,  together 
with  other  Papers  dealing  with  Macedonia 

Brussels  Sugar  ConTontioiL 

Mr.  VILUERS  (Brighton) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  agreed  to  the  renewal  of  the 
Sugar  Convention  ;  and,  if  so,  for  what 
term  of  years. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Con- 
vention will  be  rmewed  from  September 
next  for  five  years.  Ab  has  been  ex- 
plained in  the  Papers  laid  before  Farlia- 
ment,  the  conditions  have  been  altered 
so  that  His  Majesty's  Government  will  no 
longer  be  required  to  penalise  bounty-fed 
sugar. 

Mr.  VILLIERS  asked  if  the  supply 
of  sugar  from  Russia,  though  no  longer 
prohibited^  was  limited. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  that  the 
position  was  roughly  this :  Russia  had 
agreed  with  the  other  sugar  exporting 
countries  to  limit  her  exports  of  sugar, 
thoi^h  this  coimtry  was  not  responsible 
for  seeing  that  this  obligation  was  carried 
out. 

Mr.  VILLIERS :  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  at   the  last  general   election  the 
Sugar  Convention  was  denounced  from , 
thousands  of  Liberal  platforms  as  limit- 
ing the  supply  of  sugar  to  this  country— 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  That 
seems  to  be  a  noatter  for  argument. 

Forth  to  Clyde  Canal. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  beg  to  ask  BIr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
is  aware  that  there  is  practically  no 
gain  in  time  over  the  open-sea  route  in 
passing  a  large  fleet  through  the  proposed 
Forth  to  Clyde  ship  canal  owing  to  the 
delays  of  about  half  an  hour  at  each  locl^ 
the  slow  speed  of  six  knots  at  which 
ships  can  proceed  in  the  dredged  section 
of  the  canal,  and  the  time  required  to 
reassemble  at  the  other  end  and  proceed 
to  destination  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
this  fact,  he  will  allow  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Canals  and  Waterways  to 
report  with  as  little  delay  itr  pojs^ibt^on 
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measures  beneficial  to  the  country  vith- 
out  encumbering  it  with  the  suggested 
inquiry  into  strategical  questions  con- 
nected with  t^e  projected  Forth  to 
Clyde  ship  canal,  the  most  favouiable 
estimate  as  to  the  cost  of  wUch  is 
£17,000,000. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Llotd-Gkoroe,  Carnar- 
von Boroughs)  :  I  cannot  express  any 
opinion  as  to  the  suggestions  of  fact  con- 
tained in  the  Question.  The  Royal 
Commission  vrill  no  doubt  consider  the 
commercial  aspects  of  this,  as  of  other 
waterways,  but  strategical  questions  do 
not  appear  to  fall  within  the  scope  of 
their  reference. 

Wandsworth  Prison  Ward er— Compensa- 
tion for  Injury. 

Mb.  "WILES  (Islington,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Ernest 
Taylor,  who,  while  employed  as  an 
aBsistant  vardor  at  His  Majesty^s  Prison, 
Wandsworth,  on  lOtii  May,  1904,  was 
during  the  performance  of  his  duties 
struck  on  the  head  by  a  prisoner  with  a 
sledge-hammer,  causing  depressed  frac- 
ture of  the  skull  and  completely  in- 
capacitating him  for  twelve  mouths ; 
and,  seeing  that  Taylor  is  still  out  of 
empIoyni,ent  owing  to  this  assault,  and 
that  no  payment  whatever  has  since  been 
made  to  him,  will  he  recommend  that 
some  compensation  shall  be  paid  him,  as 
the  injury  was  inflicted  during  the 
execution  of  his  duty. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  Leeds,  W.) :  This  ci.se  has  been 
repeatedly  considered  by  the  late  Home 
Secretary  and  myself,  and  we  have  found 
ourselves  unable  to  accept  the  view 
of  the  facts  set  out  in  the  Question.  The 
evidence  does  not  support  the  contention 
that  Taylor's  present  condition  is  due 
to  any  injury  inflicted  on  him  while 
on  duty  in  Wandsworth  Prison,  and  I 
much  regret  that  no  compensation  can 
be  ofiered  him  from  public  funds. 

Accrington  and  Nelson  Ueensinf 
Btetistica- 

Captain    FABER  (Hampshire, 

Andover) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 


of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  state  the  respective 
populations  of  the  towns  of  Accrington 
and  Nelson,  the  number  of  licences  per 
heftd  of  the  population  in  each  town, 
and  tJie  numtter  of  convictioiu  for 
dmnkenness  per  head  in  each  town. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  facte  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  in  mind  are  to  be 
found  set  out  on  pages  226-7  of  the 
Volume  of  Licensing  Statistics  for  1907, 
as  follows : — ^Accrington :  Population, 
according  to  Census  of  1901,  43,122; 
on-licences  per  10,000  persons  on  Ist 
January,  1907,  20-87;  convictions  for 
drunkenness  per  10,000  persons  during 
the  year  1907,  50  09.  Nelson  :  Popula- 
tion, 32,816;  on-licences,  4  37;  con- 
victions, 49-98. 

*Ms.  JOHN  RUTHERFORD  (Lin- 

cashire,  Darwen) :  How  many  clul» 
are  there  in  the  town  of  Nelson  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  ascertain. 
I  have  not  the  figures  here. 

Frenclt  Workers  and  the  Workmen's 

Compensation  Act- 

Mr.  STANGER  (Kensington,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  can 
give  any  estimate  of  the  number  of 
female  workpeople,  including  domestic 
servants,  nho,  in  the  Uuited  Kingdom, 
come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Work* 
men's  Compensation  Act,  1906 ;  and 
whether  he  has  placed  or  is  intending  to 
place  any  duly  qualified  female  medical 
practitioners  on  the  list  of  persons  to  act 
as  medical  referees  or  medical  assessors 
^der  that  Act,  so  that  female  work- 
people, making  claims  under  the  Act, 
may,  where  the  County  Court  Judge 
allows  it,  have  the  services  of  a  female 
medical  practitioner. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  It  is  estimated 
that  the  number  of  female  employees 
who  come  within  the  Act  is  approximately 
3,000,000.  The  question  of  appointing 
women  doctors  to  act  as  medical  referees 
in  cases  where  women  are  concerned  is 
one  of  much  administrative  difficulty. 
It  has  been  carefully  considered,  but 
I  have  not  seen  my  way  to  make  any 
such  appointmejiita  at  ^reaent^  ^  There 
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were  only  two  references  to  medical 
refwees  in  womtfi*8  cases  during  Uie 
year  1907.  I  should  always  be  ready 

to  consider  an  application  by  a  County 
Court  Judge  for  the  ad  hoc  appointment 
of  a  woman  doctor  to  act  as  referee  in  a 
particular  case  where  the  circumstances 
were  enteptional. 

Soldiers  and  Civil  Disorder- 

Mb.  WABDLE  (Stockport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  can  state  when 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the 
powers  of  magistrates  to  call  out  the 
military  in  cases  of  civil  disorder  will 
be  appointed ;  what  will  be  the  composi- 
tion of  such  Committee ;  and  what 
the  terms  of  reference  will  be. 

Jin.  GLADSTONE  :  This  Committee 
will  be  a  Select  Committee,  appointed 
in  the  usual  way  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  names  of  the  Members 
and  tiie  twms  of  reference  will,  I  hope, 
appear  on  the  Notice  Paper  in  the  course 
of  a  week. 

BnA»j  Bntertaimnents  in  London  Libwal 
and  Badical  Olnbs. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS  (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Knister  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  existence  of  three  clubs, 
viz.,  the  North  Brixton  Gladstone  Club, 
the  North  Camberwell  Radical  Club  and 
Institute,  and  the  West  Southwark 
Liberal  and  Radical  Club,  advertised  as 
places  of  Sunday  recreation  and  enter- 
taimnent,  and  to  the  statement  with 
reference  to  them -that  there  are  special 
reasons  why  too  much  publicity  should 
not  be  given  to  casual  visitors  who  have 
walked  a  long  way,  which  will  not  prevent 
the  club  being  communicated  with ; 
and  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take,  in 
tiie  Licensing  Bill  or  otherwise,  for  the 
Buppression  of  abuses  of  this  character. 

Ub.  GLADSTONE  :  I  beg  to  answer 
this  Question  on  behalf  of  my  right  hon. 
friend.  I  am  aware  that  the  three  cluba 
named,  in  common  with  many  others, 
arrange  for  entertainments  on  their 
premises  on  Sundays  as  well  as  on  other 
"iays,  and  advertise  accordingly.  It 
Beems  to  me  that  Sunday  as  well  as  week- 
day zecreation  is  a  proper  object  for  a 


club,  provided  always  that  it  is  not  carried 
to  an  extent  or  conducted  under  condi-- 
tions  amounting  to  an  abuse.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  identify-  the  particular 
statement  referred  to  in  the  question, 
but  if  it  indicates  connivance  at  breachea 
of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  admission 
and  supply  of  intoxicating  liquor  tO' 
persons  who  are  not  members  of  the 
clubs,  I  may  observe  that  the  main 
object  of  the  provisions  as  to  dubs  con- 
tained in  the  Licensing  Bill  is  to  provido 
better  means  than  exist  at  present  for 
detecting  and  punishing  improper  prac* 
tices  on  club  premises. 

Spanish  Law  of  Freference- 
Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  whether  he  will  procure  and! 
place  in  the  Library  a  translated  copy 
of  the  Spanish  Law  of  14th  February,. 
1907,  which  enacts  that  in  Spanish. 
Government  contracts  a  preference  shall 
be  given  where  possible  to  articles  of 
Spanish  production. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOARD  of 

TRADE  (Mr.  Kearley,  Devonport) : 
A  translation  of  the  law  was  published 
on  pages  31  und  32  of  the  Consular  Report 
on  the  trade  of  Spain  for  1906  (No.  3957 
of  the  Annual  Series),  issued  in  February 
last. 

OoBt  of  Graidta  for  British  Doekrards. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
Trade  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to 
give  information  with  regard  to  the 
relative  cost  of  British  and  foreign 
granite,  delivered  at  Portsmouth,  Haul- 
bowline,  and  Kosyth,  respectively. 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  no  information  available  upon 
which  they  can  state  the  relative  cost  o£ 
British  and  i^'oreign  granite  delivered  at 
the  places  referred  to. 

Imports  of  Foreign  Hops. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  ihe  s.s.  "  Adriatic "  haa 
arrived  in  a  British  port  with  a  cargo  of 
hops ;  and,  if  so,  where  such  hops  were 
produced,  how  many  hundredweights  of 
nops  the  vessel  contained,  what  is  their 
declared  value,  and  at  ^^^'^(^^^^f^ 
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have  been  advertised  for  sale  on  the 
British  market. 

Mb.  KEARLEY:  The  "Adriatic" 
arrived  at  Southampton  on  2nd  April. 
She  had  on  hoasd  10,570  bales  of  hopn 
<]eclared  to  be  consigned  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  weigh  Ilj,500  cwts., 
and  to  be  of  the  value  of  X41,62A.  I 
have  no  information  as  to  the  price  at 
vhich  this  particular  eons^;nment  was 
sold  or  adveitased  for  sale  on  the  British 
market 

Bailway  Saperannnation  Funds. 

Mp.  HUDSON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
can  now  state  the  composition  of  the 
<!!ommittee  which  he  has  decided  to 
a^^int  to  inquire  iato  railway  super- 
Annnation  funds. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  :  The  Committee  will 
be  composed  as  follows  : — My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South wark  (Chair- 
man) ;  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport ;  Mr.  T.  Hall  Hall,  Assistant- 
Begistiar  of  Friendly  Societies ;  Mr. 
Duncan  G.  Frazer,  Actuary  to  the  Royal 
Insurance  Company ;  Hr.  G.  8.  Fry,  of 
the  Finance  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade ;  and  a  member  (not  yet  selected) 
representing  the  interests  of  the  rail- 
way companies. 

Misleading  Herchandise  Harks. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
[  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  advertisement  inserted  by 
the  British  office  of  the  Continental  Tyre 
And  Rubber  Company  of  Germany  in  the 
Motor  Trader  of  the  Ist  April  last,  depict- 
ing two  large  Union  Jacks  surrounding 
one  of  the  company's  tyres  ;  and  whether 
witii  a  view  to  preventing  this  use  of  the 
national  flag,  the  real  object  of  which  can 
only  be  to  mislead  customers  into  believing 
that  these  foreign-made  goods  are  goods 
of  British  manufacture,  thus  withdrawing 
employment  from  British  workmen,  he 
«an  see  his  way  to  take  any  steps  to 
prevent  a  reproduction  of  this  advertise- 
jnent,  or  else  require  that  a  design  of 
German  flags  should  be  substituted  for 
the  British. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  Yes.  my  attention 
baa  been  called  to  this  odvertisementt  and 


if  the  hon.  Member  will  bring  before  me 
any  further  information  in  his  possession 
relative  to  the  matter  in  question,  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  at  once  consider 
whether  they  are  in  a  position  to  tsks 
any  steps  under  the  Merohaiu^  Blarki 
Act. 

Scottish  Bailway  Oompanies  A^reoneiiit 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen.  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Caledonian  and  Nortii  British  Railway 
Companies  have  completed  an  agree- 
ment with  a  view  to  obviate  competi- 
tion for  traffic  between  Aberdeen  and 
Glargow  uid  Edinbui^h  respectively, 
whether  the  companies  referred  to  pro- 
pose under  the  agreement  to  reduce  the 
travelling  facilities  hitherto  enjoyed  by 
the  pubUc,  and  to  pool  the  receipts  for 
passenger  and  goods  traffic  on  certain 
routes  ;  and  if  he  proposes  to  take  any 
action  in  order  to  safeguard  the  interests 
of  the  public. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  commimicated  with  the 
railway  companies  on  this  subject  and 
have  received  replies  to  the  effect  that 
a  traffic  agreement  has  been  entered  into, 
but  that  although  the  companies  hope  to 
reduce  to  some  extent  present  comperi- 
tion  in  regard  to  train  service*  no  zeason- 
able  facilities  hitherto  afforded  to  tiu 
public  are  intended  to  be  withdrawn. 
The  companies  add  as  regards  the  pooling 
of  receipts  that  the  agreement  only  ex- 
tends arrangements  heretofore  in  opera- 
tion. The  Board  of  Trade  will  carefully 
consider  any  complaint  which  may  be 
received  of  the  withdrawal  of  reason- 
able facilities. 

Consnlar  Trade  BsportB. 

Mr.  LYNCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Tnule  whether 
in  view  of  the  discrepancies  both  in  form 
and  in  metiiod  which  are  at  {H^esent  to  be 
found  in  the  Trade  Reports  from  foreign 
countries  supplied  by  His  Majes^'i 
Consuls,  he  will,  in  conference  with  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  arrange  that  this  question  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Royal  Commission 
recently  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
trade   accounts  between   the  United 
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Mr.  KEARLEY  :  The  Departmental 
Committee  which  has  recently  been 
appointed  is  to  consider  a  limited  subject, 
viz.,  how  far  any  change  is  desirable  in 
the  form  in  which  the  trade  accounts  of 
Ui6  United  Kingdom  are  published  as 
regards  Ae  countries  from  wbich  imports 
are  received  and  to  which  exports  are 
aent.  Instructions,  however,  have  re- 
cently been  sent  to  His  Majesty's  Consular 
Officers  with  regard  to  the  form  in  which 
statistics  should  be  given  in  their  reports, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  meet  the  object 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  in  view. 


Postal  Servants'  OrieTances. 

Mr.  wiles  (Islington,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  PoBtmaster'General  whether  he 
can  state  approximately  the  date  on  which 
the  Departmental  Inquiry  appointed  to  re- 
port on  the  small  classes  of  postal  servants 
who  were  not  heard  before  the  Hobhouse 
Oonimittee,  will  be  made  public 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Stdnet  Buxton,  Towot  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  I  regret  that  it  has  not  yet  been 
possible  to  issue  the  result  of  the  De- 
partaiental  Inquiiy  into  the  smaller 
classes  of  posti^  servants  who  were  not 
heard  before  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee. Their  number  is  great — nearly 
100 — but  the  result  will  be  published  as 
soon  as  possible ;  and  in  any  case  any 
advantages  which  may  accrue  from  the 
levinon  will  date  back  to  1st  January. 

Postal  Serranta  and  the  Territorial  Force- 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-Gfeneral  what 
additional  expense  will  be  involved  by 
t^e  regulations  authorised  by  the  Trea- 
sury providing  for  the  grant  of  special 
leave  for  postal  servants  who  are  members 
of  the  Territorial  Forces ;  and  whether 
this  additional  expense  wiU  be  diarged  to 
Post  Office  or  to  Army  Votes. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  am  in 
communication  with  the  Treasury  on  the 
subject  of  tiie  Regulations  they  have  laid 
down  in  regard  to  granting  leave  to  civil 
servants  who  are  members  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army  to  enable  them  to  attend 
training  in  camp.  The  matter  is  not 
settled  yet. 


Classification  of  Shrewsburr  Post  Office. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-Gteneral  whether  he  can  state 
the  basis  upon  which  the  units  of  work 
were  formed  in  the  case  of  the  Shrewsbury 
postal  district ;  and  whether  the  work  of 
the  travelling  sorting  staff  was  included 
in  the  calculations  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  units  of 
work  in  the  case  of  Shrembury  were  calcu- 
lated in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of 

all  other  offices,  and  the  work  performed 
by  the  Shrewsbury  staff  in  the  travelling 
post  offices  was  taken  into  account. 
Fresh  returns  of  work  are  being  prepared. 

GlassUlcatioa  of  Stoke-on-Trent  Post 
Office.) 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  can  state  the 
names  and  the  number  of  the  officers  in 
the  Stoke-on-Trent  postal  district  which 
were  excluded  Jfom  the  calculations  of 
the  department  when  deciding  the  tmita 
of  work  and  clasfiification  nf  that  district. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  ques- 
tion is  not  understood.  The  units  of 
work  at  Stoke-on-Trent  have  been  cal- 
culated in  the  usual  way  and  they  give 
credit  for  all  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the 
Stoke-on-Trent  Office  including  those 
officers  employed  at  the  favanch  offices  at 
Burslem,  Hanley,  and  Longton.  Fresh 
returns  of  work  are  now  being  taken. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  take  into  account  the 
whole  of  the  work  of  the  district  when 
deciding  on  the  stains  of  the  office ;  or 
are  only  a  few  selected  offices  taken  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  whol» 
of  the  work  is  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  Take  the  case- 
of  Stoke-on-Trent.  Is  the  calculation 
confined  to  that  office  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON'S  reply  was- 
inaudible. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St- 
Andrew's  Burghs) :  Does  the  new  unit 
scale  apply  to  the  whole  cou^ry  I  . 
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Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Special 
ntums  have  been  taken  out  for  Scot- 
land. 

Olandfication  of  Post  Offices- 
Me.  JOHN  WARD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  hs  is  aware 
that  the  calculations  of  the  Department 
'  &s  to  cost  of  living  in  different  towns  have 
been  made  from  a  Report  collected  by 
the  late  Government  in  1905  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  such  Report  was  laid 
before  the  Hobhouse  Committee,  and 
rejected  by  that  Committee  as  unsatisfac- 
tory and  unreliable  in  several  important 
particulars,  and  that  the  Select  Committee 
ordered  a  new  and  up-to-date  investiga- 
tion to  be  undertaken  before  the  final 
classification  of  towns  and  districts  was 
made ;  whether  it  is  proposed  to  make 
8uch  inquiry ;  and  whether  classification 
will  be  delayed  pending  the  results  of 
the  investigation  recommended  by  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  The  Select 
Committee  recommended  in  Paragraph 
260  of  their  Report  that  the  inquiry  into 
the  cost  of  living  which  began  in  1905 
should  be  continued  and  completed  as 
■con  as  possible.  This  recommendation 
is  being  acted  upon  and  the  classification 
of  towns  is  being  completed  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  classification  already 
enounced,  and  the  fiinal  classification 
when  announced,  will,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  be  always  subject  to  revision, 
as  local  circumstances  change,  or  as  any 
fresh  information  in  regard  to  the  cost 
of  living  in  any  particular  place  may  alter 
the  conclusion  come  to  by  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  Am  I  to  under- 
stand from  that  answer  that  a  Report 
which  was  rejected  by  the  Hobhouse 
Committee  as  inaccurate  is  the  basis  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  fixing 
the  aatus  of  offices  ? 

Mr.   SYDNEY  BUXTON:  That 

Report  referred  to  only  a  few  towns,  a 
large  number  had  been  and  are  being 
examined,  subject  to  correction  by  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners'  Estates- 

Sir  RANDAL  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston) :    I  wish  to  ask  the  hon. 
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Member  for  the  Crewe  Division,  a'^ 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioner,  whether  the 
Commissioners,  when  refusing  to  renew 
leases  of  their  property,  are  under  any 
statutory  obligation  to  compensate  publi- 
cans, shopkeepers,  manufacturers,  or 
any  other  persons,  who  may  be  d(»ng 
a  profitable  business,  at  the  expiration 
of  their  leases ;  and,  if  they  are  under 
no  statutory  obligation  to  do  so,  whether 
it  is  customary  for  the  Commissioners 
voluntarily  to  compensate  those  whose 
business  may  suffer  or  be  ruined  by 
the  non-renewal  of  their  leases. 

Mr.  TOfllKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe) : 
The  Commissioners  are  not  under  any 
special  obligation  to  pay  compensation. 
They  are  in  the  same  position  as  other 
owners  of  real  property,  and  it  is  not 
their  practice  to  give  compensation  for 
the  non-renewal  of  leases. 

Larceny  BUI- 

Mb.  COURTHOPB  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Patronage  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
on  what  grounds  he  objects  to  the 
Second  Heading  of  the  Larceny  Bill 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY  TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  George 
Whitelby,  Yorkshire,  W.K.,  Podsey)  : 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Grovemment,  it 
is  not  expedient  that  the  Bill  should 
proceed  without  discussion. 

Horrogh  Bernard  Estate,-  OahirciTeeii- 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  Ibegtoask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  LoTa-I4ea< 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  purchase  agreements  on  the  Mom^ 
Bernard  estate,  near  Cahirciveen,  were 
signed  within  the  last  few  days ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  John  Golden,  an  evicted 
tenant  on  this  estate,  made  application 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners  for  rein- 
statement about  four  years  ago ;  and 
can  he  say  what  steps  have  been  or 
will  now  be  taken  to  secure  Golden's 
reinstatement. 

The  vice-president  op  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OP  AGRICULTURE  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone, 
S.) :  The  purchase  agreements  referred 
to  in  the  Question  have  not  yet  been 
lodged  with  the  Estates  Conunissioners. 
The  Commissioners  have  inquired  into 
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the  case  of  John  Golden  and  have  decided 
that  he  is  a  suitable  person  to  receive 
a  holding  if  it  should  be  found  possible 
to  provide  him  with  one.  The  particular 
holding  from  which  he  was  evicted  is 
stated  to  be  in  the  occupation  of  his 
niece. 

Orosslee's  Estate,  Cookstown. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
explain  the  cause  of  the  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  in 
-  the  completion  of  the  sale  of  Orosslee's 
estate,  in  the  Cookstown  Union,  County 
Tyrone ;  and  when  is  it  expected  that 
the  matter  will  be  wound  up  and  the 
townlands  of  TuUydonnell  and  Tolvin 
vested  in  the  tenants. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  RUSSELL:  The  Estates 
Commissioners  made  an  offer  for  the 
purchase  of  the  estate  of  Porter  and 
Crosslee  which  the  Land  Judge  did 
not  feel  able  to  accept.  The  Commis- 
sioners have  directed  a  further  inspection 
of  the  estate  with  the  view  of  reconsider- 
ing their  offer,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  matter  will  again  come  before 
the  I^nd  Judge  during  the  coming 
sittings  of  the  Court. 

Lough  QHjna  House. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  Commissioner 
O'Brien,  in  1900,  prevented  the  sale  of 
the  sporting  rights  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  Lough  Glynn  House  to  a  lay 
purchaser;  whether,  as  a  result  of  the 
ComiiusuoneE*s  ac^oo,  an  agitation 
against  this  purchase  was  commenced  by 
the  tenants,  with  the  result  that  the  sale 
of  the  house  was  abandoned  and  the 
premises  were  subsequently  sold,  at  a 
much  reduced  price  to  a  foreign  religious 
community;  and  if  it  is  proposed  to  make 
any  compensation  to  the  vendor  for  the 
loss  directly  entailed  by  tiie  action  of  the 
Commissioner. 

Me.  T.  W.' RUSSELL":  i  In  the  year 
1900}  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
prop<»edtosellti^e  Dillon  estate  of  about 
92,000  acres,  reserving  the  sporting 
ri^ts.   In  consequence  of  this  reser* 


vation,  Ml.  Commissioner  O'Brien  re- 
fused to  sanction  advances  in  certain 
cases  in  which  the  Board  brought  in 
agreements  for  sale,  but  this  order  was 
subsequently  reversed  on  appeal.  The 
Congested  Districts  Board,  however, 
agreed  in  1901  to  sell  ihe  estate  without 
any  reservations.  The  Board  originally 
proposed  to  sell  Lough  Glynn  House  and 
demesne  in  one  lot,  and  they  received 
an  offer  of  £11,000  which  they  declined 
as  being  insufficient.  Subsequently  the 
Board  sold  for  £2,100  the  house  and 
220  acres  (of  which  120  acres  consists 
of  water)  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Bi^p  of 
the  Diocese  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  technical  school.  A  second  portion, 
consisting  of  agricultural  land  and  bogs 
which  formed  part  of  the  demesne,  was 
sold  by  the  Board  for  £11,300,  and  they 
still  retain  a  plantation  of  200  acres  which 
affords  a  revenue  for  the  benefit  of  the 
estate  generally.  The  fact,  tiierefore,  is 
that,  by  declining  the  original  offer  for 
the  sale  of  the  house  ai^  deneane  as 
one  lot,  a  considerable  advantage  has 
been  derived,  and  it  is  not  the  case  that 
there  has  been  any  loss  to  the  vendor. 

Sales  of  OoTemment  Licmsed  Fropertf] 
*CAFFAm  FABER :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Uinister  whether  he  can  state  the 
total  number  of  licensed  houses  under 
the  direction  of  the  various  departments 
of  the  State  that  have  been  sold  during 
the  twelve  months  previous  to  31st 
March  of  the  current  year,  and  their 
names  and  the  prices  given  for  them. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and 
FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQuiTH,  Fife,  E.) ;  I  have  no  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  Raturns  could 
no  doubt  be  obtained,  if  called  for,  from 
the  various  Government  Departments 
which  own  real  property,  but  I  doubt 
whether  the  information  when  obtained 
would  be  of  soffioient  public  interest 
to  repay  the  labour  involved  in  its 
preparation. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hoars)  BUL 
LoBD  R.  CECIL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minbter  whea  it  is  pro- 
posed to  take  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2) 
Bill 
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Payments  for  New  licences. 

Mr.  GIBB  (Middlesex,  Harrow)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  particulars  of  the 
cases  referred  to  by  him  on  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Licensing  Bill,  in  which 
considerable  lump  sums  have  been  paid 
down  as  a  condition  of  the  grant  of  new 
licences,  with  an  estimate  of  the  licence 
value  for  one  year  in  each  case. 

Mk.  ASQUITH  :  All  available  particu- 
lars as  to  the  payments  imposed  on 
the  grant  of  new  licences  under  the  Act 
of  1904  are  shown  in  Table  IV.  of  the 
Annual  Volumes  of  Licensing  Statistics. 
I  may  mention  that  sums  varying  from 
£1,500  to  £9,000  have  been  charged.  I 
have  no  information  on  which  to  base 
an  estimate  of  the  licence  value  for  one 
year  in  any  of  the  cases  shown  in  the 
Tables. 

Monopoly  Value  of  On-Licences- 

Me.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Prim**  Minister  whether 
he  is  aware  that  there  are  in 
existence  a  number  of  on-licences, 
the  full  capital  monopoly  value  of  which 
has  been  paid  by  their  owners  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  4  of  the  Licensing  Act, 
1904  ;  and  whether  it  is  intended,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Bill  now 
before  Par'iiment,  that  these  licences 
shall,  after  fourteen  years,  be  subject 
to  renewal  only  on  condition  that  a 
further  monopoly  value  be  paid  for  them. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  am  aware  that  in 
a  certain  number  of  cases  the  monopoly 
value  of  a  new  house  has  been  taken  in 
the  shape  of  a  capital  sum,  and  the 
question  whether  these  cases  require 
any  peculiar  treatment  is  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS :  May  I 
ask  tie  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  accept  an  Amendment 
to  his  Bill  dealing  with  this  matter  ? 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  I  should  like  to  see 
lJ\e  Amendment  first. 
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•Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby)  asked  whether  it  was  not  the 
case  that  the  longest  period  for  which 
these  licences  could  be  granted  was 
seven  years,  and  that  long  before  the 
fourteen  years  had  expired  they  must 
come  up  for  renewal. 


Mr.  ASQUITH  replied  that  seven 
years  was  the  longest  period  for  which 
such  licences  could  be  granted. 

Lords  and  Commons. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  yet  in 
a  position  to  state  if  a  Bill  regulating 
the  relations  between  this  House  and 
another  place  will  be  introduced  thU 
session. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  So  far  as  I  can  fore- 
cast at  present  there  seems  to  be  little 
probability  of  such  a  Bill  being  intro- 
duced this  sesnon. 

Women  and  the  Licensing  BilL 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Clause  20  of  the  Licensing  Bill 
restricts  ihx  'opportunities  of  employ- 
ment open  to  women  and  that  there  is 
no  constitutional  means  whereby  they 
can  express  their  opinion  on  this  pro- 
posal, he  will  move,  in  the  event  of 
the  Bill  passing  its  Second  Reading, 
that  this  clause  shall  be  given  the  freest 
possible  discussion  and  publicity  by  being 
committed  to  a  Committe  of  the  Whote 
House. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  convenient  at  the  present 
stage  to  anticipate  the  proposals  I  shall 
have  to  make  when  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  but  I  fully  appreciate  the 
importance  of  Clause  20,  and  I  will  not 
lose  si^t  of  it  when  these  proposals  are 
under  consideration. 

Licensing  Oompensation. 

Mr.  J.  HA8LAM  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  how  much  money  has  been 
paid  to  tenants  as  compensation  under 
the  Licensing  Act  of  1904  during  the 
time  the  Act  has  been  in  force  up  to  let 
January,  1908,  and  how  much  money 
would  have  been  paid  to  tenants  during 
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i^e  same  period  if  the  Bill  mtroduced 
by  the  present  GoTemment  had  been  an 
Act ;  how  many  licences  would  be  likely 
to  lapse  under  the  Act  of  1904  during 
tlie  next  fourteen  years,  i.e.,  from  Ut 
J^anuary,  1909,  and  what  would  be  the 
probable  compensation  to  tenants  during 
that  period ;  and  what  would  b3  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  tenants  under 
the  proposed  Licensing  Bill  should  it 
become  an  Act. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  only  figures 
available  are  those  of  the  compensation 
paid  to  licence-holders  as  a  whole,  who , 
include  many  persons  besides  tenants, 
and  even  these  are  not  available  for  any 
period  before  1st  January,  1906.  It  is 
from  the  nature  of  the  case  quite  im- 
possible to  frame  conjectural  estimates 
of  the  kind  contemplated  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  Question,  and  I  can  only 
repeat  what  I  said  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Newbury  Division  on 
28th  March,  viz.,  that  the  payments  to 
be  made  to  licence-holders  under  the 
Bill  may  be  expected  to  be  considerably 
larger  than  those  made  under  the  Act  of 
1904. 

Revenue  firom  AlcohoL 

Mr.  pike  PEASE  (Darlington) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  ChanceUor  of  the  Ex- 
oheqner  what  is  the  amount  of  revenue, 
including  both  Customs  and  Excise, 
derived  from  alcohol  during  the  last 
tweaty  years. 

Ma.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  had  a  state- 
ment prejpared  giving  the  information 
asked  rar  in  the  Question  in  tabular  form, 
which  will  be  circulated  with  the  Votes. 


NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

Right  hon.  Walter  Runciman,  for 
Parliamentary  Borough  of  Dewsbury. 

James  Fitzalan  Hope,  esquire,  for 
Parliamentary  Borough  of  Sheffield  (Cen- 
tral Division). 

Henry  William  Edmond  Petty-Fitz- 
maurice,  esquire,  commonly  called  Earl 
of  Kerry,  for  County  of  Derby  (Western 
Division). 

VOL.  CLXXXTII.  [Fourth  Skmk.] 
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NEfT  BILLS. 

PUBUC   HEALTH   ACTS  AMENDMENT 
(MARKETS)  BILL. 

"  To  enable  rural  district  councils  to 
provide  Markets,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Rendall ;  supported  by  Mr.  Hicks  Beach, 
Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Abel  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Rogers ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [BiU 
196.] 

ENGINES  AND  BOILERS  (PERSONS  IN 
CHARGE)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

"  To  grant  certificates  to  Persons  in 
Charge  of  Steam  and  Motor  Engines, 
Boilers,  and  steam  and  motor  cranes," 
presented  by  Mr.  Haslam ;  supported 
by  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  Mr.  Bowerman,  and 
Mr.  \miiam  Edwin  Harvey ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Mondav  next,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  198.] 

NEW-BORN   CHILDREN  (PROTECTION) 
BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  better  Protection 
of  the  Lives  of  New-born  (^Jhildren," 
presented  bv  Lord  Robert  Cecil ;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Shackleton,  Mr.  Simon, 
and  Mr.  Chiozza  Money ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  199.] 

HOME  WORK  BILL. 
"  To  provide  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Home  industries,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Barnes ;  supported  by  Mr.  Keir  Hardie, 
Mr.  Wilkie,  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett,  Mr. 
Cleland,  Mr.  Rainy,  Mr.  Charles  Duncan, 
Mr.  Summerbell,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Jowett, 
Mr.  Seddon,  and  Mr.  Younger ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  200.] 

ARMY  COUNCIL  BILL. 
'*  To  transfer  to  the  Army  Council 
certain  statutory  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  other  officers  ; 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  there* 
with,"  presented  by  Mr.  Secretary  Hal- 
dane ;  supported  by  Mr.  Acland ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  197.] 

• 

DAYLIGHT  SAVING  BILL. 

The  Select  Committee  on  the  Daylight 
Saving  Bill  was  i^qminated  of  L.Mr. 
2  S 
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Harriaon-Broadley,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Hutton, 
Sir  Walter  Nugent,  Mr.  Robert  Pearce, 
Captain  Pirie,  Colonel  Fhilipps,  B£r. 
Thomas  Frederick  lUchardB,  and  Sir 
Edwaid  Saasoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
■power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 
— (Jfr.  WhiteUy,) 


LICENSING  BILL 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Thb  prime  minister  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Asquith, 
Fifeshire,  E.) :  In  moving  the  Second 
Reading   of    this    Bill    I   shall  not 
make  any  extended  demand  upon  the 
time  and  patience  of  the  House.  In 
introducing  the  Bill  two  months  ago  I 
explained  at  great  length  and  in  much 
detail  both  ita  governing  principles  and 
its  operative  machinery,  and  it  would  be 
unpardonable  in  me  now  to  cover  the 
same  ground  a  second  time,  particularly 
as  I  am  still  waiting  for  some  reasoned 
answer  to  combat  the  two  or  three  main 
propositions  which  I  described  as  lying 
at  the  root  of  our  proposal.  In  the 
debate  wMch  is  now  opening  we  shall 
no  doubt  hear  everything  that  can  be 
said  in  the  way  of  criticism  and  of  objec- 
tion, and  I  shall  hope  before  it  comes  to  a 
close  that  with  the  added  information 
which  this  discussion  will  supply  I  may 
be  able,  perhaps,  once  more  to  survey  the 
field.   But,  as  I  observe  t^t  a  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite,  with,  I 
understand,    the   authority   and  con- 
currence of  the  Front  Opposition  Bench, 
has  given  notice  of  an  Amendment 
inviting  the  House  to  decline  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill,  I  may  fitly  occupy 
a  few  moments  at  the  outset  of  the  discus- 
sion by  re-stating  that  which  is  fundamen- 
tal, and  only  that  which  is  fundamental,  in 
our  case.   When  I  introduced  the  Bill  I 
said  the  Government  had  two  objects  in 
view.   The   first   was   to   improve  — 
primarily  by  reduction  of  the  number 
of  Hcencef.   but   also  by   a  number 
<A  otii«r  salutary  changes  in  the  law 
— ^the    conditions    under  which  the 
liquor    traffic   is    carried   on.  The 


second  object  was  not  less  importaDt 
than  the  first — ^to  recover  for  the  Stst^ 
with  due  regard  to  existing  interests— 
with  due  but  not  undue  leganl  to  existing 
interests— its  dominion  and  control  over 
this  monopoly.  Dealing  for  a  minute 
or  two  with  the  former  of  these  two 
points,  oui  proposals  proceed  upon  the 
assumption  that  intemperance  and  its 
attendant  abuses  are  encouraged  and  in- 
creased by  the  excessive  multiplication  of 
facilities  for  the  sale  and  consumption  of 
drink.  I  want  to  know  in  the  first  place 
whether  that  proposition  is  disputed. 
[OrposmoN  cries  of  "  Yes."]  It  is.  That 
clears  the  ground  to  some  extent.  No' 
one,  I  think,  denies  that  the  evils  to 
which  I  have  referred  in  a  large  measure 
arise  from  and  are  fostered  by  moral 
and  social  conditions  with  which  it  is 
difficult,   if   not  impossible,   for  any 
legislation  directly  to  deal.   That,  at 
any  rate,  is  common  ground  among  us. 
Nor  does  any  one  assert — I,  at  least,, 
have  never  asserted — that  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  mathematicar 
correspondence  in  any  given  area  between 
the  amount  of  drunkenness  per  head 
of  the  population  and  the  number  of 
licences  per  1,000  or  per  10,000.  But 
he  must  be  blind  to  the  facts  of  life- 
and  to  t^e  teachings  of  experience  who 
does  not  recognise  that  there  is  a  relation, 
and  a  very  direct  relation,  between 
temptation   and   excess,   between  the- 
growth  and  exercise  of  a  pernicious 
habit  and  the  invitations  and  oppor- 
tunities which  are  held  out  for  its  in- 
dulgence.   I   was   rather   surprised  a~ 
moment  ago  to  hear  two  or  three  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  rather  faintly,  it; 
is  true,  deny  my  statement  that,  at  arj^ . 
rate,  there  is  some  connection  between 
the  number  of  licences  and  the  amount 
of   intemperance.    I   thought   in  tliis^ 
House,  at  any  rate,  that  was  one  pro- 
position that  waa  accepted  among  a.lX 
parties  and  on  both  sides.   If  it  is  not 
so,  what  becomes  of  the  temperanct 
side  of  that  great  measure  of  reform — j 
the  Act  of  1904  ?    On  what  pretext/ 
and  by  what  argument  from  the  tei 
perance  point  of  view,  was  the  Bill 
1904  presented  to  this  House  1    It  wi 
that   unless   you   gave  compensatioj 
unless  you  facilitated  the  task  of  tl 
licensing  justices  by  giving compensatii 
you  could  not  br^^^ab^<^ut[g^a#^[^cti 
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of  licences  wliich  the  authors  of  that 
Bill,  at  any  rate  at  that  time,  contended 
was  a  necessary  condition  of  reform. 
As  I  said  when  I  was  speaking  two 
months  ago  on  the  First  Reading,  I 
agree  there  has  been  under  the  operation 
of  the  Act  of  1904  a  considerable  and, 
indeed,  a  substantial  diminution  in  the 
number  of  licences.    How  do  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  justify  the  expenditure 
to  which  the  publicans  have  been  put 
during  the  past  four  years  to  compensate 
the  persons  whose  licences  have  been 
suppressed  unless  they  think  that  that 
measure  was  a  substantial  step  in  the  direc- 
tion of  temperance  reform  ?    I  agree  that 
under  the  Act  of  1904  there  has  been  a 
considerable,  and  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  a  substantial,  diminution  in 
the    number   of   licences.   But  that 
diminution  has  taken  place,  for  reasons 
which  I  pointed  out  at  length  on  the 
First  Reading,  at  a  rate  which  you 
cannot  anticipate  as  likely  to  be  sustained. 
Moreover,  it  has  been  sporadic,  uneven, 
and  very  costly.   What  is  the  change 
in  that  respect  which  we  propose  to 
introduce  by  this  Bill  ?   We  make  the 
operation  of  the  process  of  reduction 
compulsory  and  uniform  throughout  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  country, 
having  due  regard  to  special  local  con- 
ditions  and   circumstances.    In  other 
jrords,  we  make  it  in  such  a  form  as  to 
bring  about  a  really  efEective  reduction 
in  the  total  number  of  licences  within 
a  specified  and  prescribed  time. 

Mk.  TOUNGEB  (Ayr  Burghs) :  And 

cheaper.  ' 

MiuASQUITH:  We  do,  I  agree, 
make  it  cheaper — to  the  trade.  We 
make  it  cheaper  to  the  trade,  and  wc 
make  it  more  effective  and  more  satis- 
factory from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
public  by  bringing  back  the  basis  of 
compensation  to  what  I  have  always 
beheved  was  intended  by  the  Act  of 
1904 — and  I  have  not  heard  from  any 
hon.  Gentleman  sitting  on  the  bench 
opposite  who  was  responsible  for  the 
authorship  of  that  Act  that  I  am  wrong 
— and  incidentally  by  recognising  the 
equitable  claim  of  the  licence-holder 
to  a  larger  share  in  the  compensation 
fond  than  he  has  had  hitherto.  It  is 
in  that  way  that  we  propose  to  bring 
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about  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  first 
step  in  the  direction  of  really  effective 
temperance  reform — namely,  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  licences  and  of  the 
facilities  for  the  sale  of  drink.   If  you 
accept  the  ajSsumption,  which  I  confess 
I   thought   was   with   general  assent 
taken  for  granted,  that  such   a  re- 
duction is  desirable,  the  only  serious 
criticism  which  I  have  come  across  upon 
this  part  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  this.  It  is  said,  and  I  think  it 
is  said  with  truth,  that  it  is  no  use  sup- 
pressing  public-houses  if  you  do  not  at 
the  same  time  provide  against  the  re- 
vival of  the  evil  by  preventmg  the  spring- 
ing up  in  their  places  of  bogus  clubs. 
My  colleagues  and  myself  are  keenly 
alive  to  that  danger ;  and  while,  as  was 
said  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  answer  to  a  deputation  and 
other  representations  on  behalf  of  existing 
clubs,  we  are  quite  prepared  to  listen 
to  suggestions  for  removing  or  mitigating 
anything  in  the  Bill  as  it  stands  which 
can  cause  reasonable  offence  or  incon- 
venience to  respectable  clubs,  I  add, 
with  the  utmost   emphasis  and  the 
most  complete  sincerity,  that  we  shall 
welcome  with  interest  and  sympathy 
any  really  practical  proposal  to  do  more 
than  the  Bill  at  present  does  to  prevent 
the  up-growing  in  the  future  of  parasitic 
drin^g  shops  masquersding  in  the 
guise  of  clubs. 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  second  great 
and  governing  purpose  of  this  Bill 
— namely,  the  recovery  for  the  State 
of  complete  and  unfettered  control 
over  this  monopoly.  Here,  again,  we  pro- 
ceed upon  certain  assumptions,  which  I 
will  restate  in  order  that  this  debate  may 
clearly  show  whether  and  how  far  they 
are  desired.  What  are  they  ?  In  the 
first  place.  What  is  the  real  nature  of  the 
property  in  licences  ?  I  endeavoured 
to  point  out,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  and 
I  am  not  going  over  the  steps  of  the 
argument  again,  that  it  is  a  clear,  un- 
disputed proposition  of  law  in  this  country 
that  a  licence  for  the  sale  of  intoxicatinff 
liquors  in  public  houses  is  a  licence  granted 
for  a  year  and  for  a  year  only.  No 
lawyer,  certainly  not  since  the  decision 
in  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield,"  nearly  twenty 
yeais  ago,  will  dispute  that  it  is  and 
always  hpsbeen  intheabsolutedisc^tion 
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of  the  licensing  authority  to  refuse  the 
renewal  of  a  licence,  just  as  much  as  to 
refuse  to  grant  a  new  one.  That  is  the 
legal  position,  which  nobody  who  knows 
the  law  upon  the  subject  can  contradict. 
But  I  quite  agree,  as  I  pointed  out  when 
I  inlnroduced  the  Bill,  that  annual  licence 
has  had  coupled  ■with  it  the  practice  of 
what  I  may  call  two  defeasible  expecta- 
tions— the  expectation,  first,  which  was 
never  anything  more  than  an  expectation 
which  any  body  of  licensing  justices 
could  at  any  time  defeat,  that  the  licence 
would  be  renewed  in  the  absence  of  mis- 
conduct, and  the  expectation,  the  realisa- 
tion of  which,  again,  was  entirely  in  the 
discretion  of  the  licensing  authority, 
that  the  holder  of  the  licence  would  be 
protected  by  them  against  free  competi- 
tion by  the  granting  of  similar  licences  to 
his  neighbours.  Certainly  expectations 
of  that  peculiarly  fragile  kind  are  not  a 
form  of  property. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINOS  (Binning- 
luun,  Bordesley) :  Then  why  give  four- 
teen years  ? 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  going  to  tell 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that.  They 
are  not  a  form  of  property.  But  although 
they  are  not  a  form  of  property — and 
although  I  think  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  maintenance  of  what  are  called 
tiie  rights  of  property  in  this  country  are 
most  ill-advised  in  associating  their 
cause  with  this  particuhtr  case — they  do 
deserve  consideration.  The  legislation 
proposed  by  the  Government  proves  that 
we  think  they  deserve  consideration,  and 
they  are  receiving  it,  as  we  believe,  in  a 
most  equitable  form.  I  would  like  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  seriously  to  con- 
sider whether  I  am  not  saying  some- 
thing which  ought  to  command  their 
assent  when  I  say  that  nothing  can  be 
more  absurd,  nor  in  -the  long  run  more 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  property, 
than  likening  the  gigantic  transactions 
which  during  the  last  twenty  years  have 
taken  place  in  this  most  spectdative 
business  to  the  sale  of  other  classes  of 
commodities  like  land  and  goods,  where 
the^vendor  can  give  and  the  puxohaser 
can  acquire  a  permanent  and  indefeasible 
title.  If,  as  I  believe,  and  as  I  do  not 
think  anybody  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  law  and  the  practice  in  this  matter 
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can  deny,  that  is  an  accurate  and  sdt 
quate  account  of  the  nature  of  the  in- 
terest which  a  licence  confers,  I  ui 
brought  to  the  question — What  in  its 
real  nature  and  essence  is  that  whid 
passes  by  the  name  of  monopoly  value  ^ 
That  is  a  subject  upon  which,  I  am  aonj 
to  say,  there  is  a  melancholy  abundance 
of  confused  thinking.   I  am  going  t« 
try  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  make  it 
clear.    Is  there  such  a  thing  as  monopoly 
value  ?   Some  people  say  there  is  not. 
It  certainly  does  not  Ue  in  the  mouths  of 
the  authors  of  the  Act  of  1904  to  ssj 
there  is  not.   The  phrase  is  taken  fiom 
that  very  Act.    It  is  a  phrase  to  which, 
I  presume,  they  attach  some  intelligible 
meaning.   It  appears,  at  any  rate,  upon 
the  Statute-book,  and  it  is  a  thing  whkh 
is  predicated  in  that  Act,  and  provided 
for  in  the  case  of  every  new  licence  which 
ia  now  granted  in  this  country.    I  think 
a  ^ood  deal  of  the  confusion  which  pn- 
vails  on  this  subject  would  be  cleared 
away  if  we  could  take  the  simplest  of 
all  possible  cases — the  case,  that  is  to 
say,  of  what  is  called  a  free  public- 
house.   A  free  public-house  is  a  house 
which  is  let  to  a  publican  who  can  buy 
his  beer  and  his  other  liquors  where  he 
pleases,  and  who  can  sell  his  beer  and 
other  liquors  at  what  prices  he-J^lni^V 
In  the  case  of  such  a  person  what  ia  tfi. 
monopoly  value,  or,  to  put  the  aam 
thing  in  a  different  form,  what  is  tb 
added  value  which  the  possession  of  .■ 
licence  gives  to  the  premises  ?  Measure^ 
in  terms  of  rent  it  means,  of  course,  whe* 
this  publican  tenant,  in  virtue  of  h 
receiving  from  the^tate  a  special  priv. 
lege  which  other  classes  of  traders  do  n 
enjoy,  would  pay,  as  compared  wit 
that  which  would  be  given  or  offert 
by  another  tenant  engaged  in  a  busine'  * 
in  which  he  was  not  similarly  privilege  ^ 
And,  again,  if  you  consider  how  t}|^^ 
additional  rent  would  be  arrived  at,  iti^ 
pretty  clear,  I  think,  that  it  represents, 
roughly  at  any  rate,  the  comparative 
extra  profit  which  the  publican  can  make 
in  virtue  of  his  monopoly,  as  compared 
with  the  other  tradesman,  each  being 
assumed  to  bring  in,  approximately  at  any 
rate,  the  same  amount  of  capital,  and  to 
apply  to  his  business  the  same  skill  and 
the  same  energy  and  the  same  enterprise. 
If  that  is  tme — and  X^^utitU;  I  do 
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not  think  anybody  wiU  dispute  it — 
the  monopoly  value,  measured  not  as 
lent  but  as  a  lamp  sum,  means 
oapitalised  value  of  the  diSet- 
ence  between  thn  licensed  and  the 
unlicensed  rental  of  the  piemi&es.  That 
ia  what  is  meant  by  monopoly  value, 
I  believe,  in  the  Act  of  1904 — 
it  is  certainly  what  is  meant  by  the 
Government  in  this  Bill,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Bill — ^neither  more  nor 
less.  The  House  will  see,  the  moment 
tliey  have  realised  that,  that  it  is  a  much 
smaller  and  a  much  more  manageable 
tUng  than  that  which  is  often  loosely 
described  by  the  aame  term.  For  "  mono- 
poly value  "  is  used — and  not  unnaturally 
used — very  often  in  a  totally  difierent 
sense.  When  you  come  to  a  tied  house 
yon  have  got  a  new  and  quite  a  different 
c\ass  of  monopoly  from  anything  that 
the  State  has  ever  created,  or  has  ever 
recognised.  You  have  got  the  monopoly 
which  the  brewer  has  created  for  him- 
self by  judicious  arrangements  and 
bargainings — a  monopoly  for  the  sale 
in  those  premises  of  his  own  liquor 
and  his  own  commodities  free  from  the 
competition  of  his  rivals  in  trade.  I 
am  certun  that  everyone  who  is  con- 
versant with  the  course  of  business 
in  this  industry  during  the  last  twenty 
years  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  what— 
admittedly  now — were  inflated  prices 
paid  in  the  '90*8  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  present  century,  for  licensed 
premises,  which  now  have  to  be  written 
off,  were  paid  not  for  the  State  monopoly, 
wlich  I  defined  a  few  minutes  ago,  but 
for  this  special  privilege,  which  the 
brewers  alone  were  responsible  for  bring- 
ing into  existence.  Now  the  State 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Not  only 
are  we  not  going  to  pay  for  it,  but  we 
are  not  going  to  take  it  into  account, 
and  the  Bill  does  not  touch  it  at  all. 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should,  because 
it  has  been  dwindling  and  dwindling, 
and  is  gradually  disappearing  of  itself. 
The  fact  that  this  competition — a  reck- 
less competition  it  was  often,  between 
companies  with  watered  capital  and 
with  ambitions  far  in  excess  of  any 
legitimate  openings  for  their  trade — 
tlus  reckless  competition,  fratricidal  in 
intention,  turned  out  to  be  suicidal  in 
effect.    Trying  to  cut  their  rivals*  throats, 


they  in  too  many  cases  succeeded  in 
cutting  only  Hkeir  own.  There  has 
been— of  course  everybody  knows  it ; 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  Bill,  or  the  fear  of  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill — there  has  been  an 
enormous  depreciation  in  this  class  of 
property  in  the  course  of  the  last  five 
or  six  years — probably  greater  than  in 
any  other  branch  of  investment  on  the 
Stock  Exchange.  To  what  is  that  de- 
preciation due  ?  Is  it  due  to  the  fear 
of  temperance  legislation  ?  Not  a  bit. 
It  is  due  in  part — I  will  gladly  recognise 
that — to  the  diminished  consumption 
of  intoxicants  in  the  country  generally, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
economic  and  social  phenomena  of  the 
last  few  years.  It  is  due  in  part  also — 
so  I  am  told,  and  I  think  there  is  very 
good  evidence  for  the  proposition — to 
the  inferior  quality  and  composition  of 
much  of  the  liquor  which  is  sold.  But, 
after  full  allowance  has  been  made  for 
both  those  facts,  I  am  sure  I  am  well 
within  the  mark  when  I  say  that  this 
depreciation — great,  unexampled,  bring- 
ing disaster  to  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  innocent  or  credulons  investors — 
was  mainly  owing  to  the  money  which 
was  lost  in  the  gamble  for  restricted 
premises  in  the  attempt  of  rival  brewers 
to  secure  in  any  particular  locality  a 
special  or  an  exclusive  market  for  their 
own  wares.  Well,  I  say  we  have  got 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  that.  It 
is  a  circumstance  peculiar  to  the  conduct 
of  this  trade  for  which  Parliament  is 
in  no  sense  responsible,  and  which  this 
Bill  will  render  neither  more  nor  fess 
severe.  It  may  be  well — I  am  not 
expressing  any  definite  opinion ;  I  am 
certainly  not  giving  any  precise  pledge 
— but  it  may  be  well,  in  view  of  what 
I  have  said,  before  this  Bill  emerges 
from  the  Committee  stage — and  I  am 
saying  this  almost  without  consultation 
with  my  colleagues,  and  only  throwing 
it  out  on  my  own  suggestion — to  define 
in  terms  in  the  Bill  what  monopoly 
value  really  means.  I  am  not  sure 
whether  it  may  not  also  be  well,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  growth  of  undesir- 
able expectations,  to  secure  in  the  Bill 
that  monopoly  value,  however  it  is 
defined,  shall,  when  it  comes  into  posses- 
sion, go  not  to  the  locality,  but  to  the 
State.   However,   I   only-,  throw  that 
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out  incidenfally.  But  going  back  to 
mj  argument  and  trying  to  restate 
as  clearly  and  as  shortly  as  I  can  the 
fundamental  positions  on  which  this 
legislation  rests, .  I  say  that,  holding 
as  wo  do  the  view  that  I  have  expressed, 
&nt  as  to  the  nature  of  a  licoice  and  the 
inteiwt  created  by  it,  and  next  as  to 
the  or^iin  and  as  to  the  measure  of  the 
monopoly  value,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
to  us  that  the  logic  and  the  equity  of 
the  case  are  adequately  met  by  a  time- 
limit.  Tbpie  would  be  no  legal  wrong, 
as  I  have  pointed  out,  in  respect  of 
which  any  person  could  complain  in  any 
Court  of  law  for  redress,  if  we  had  pro- 
posed to  enact  that  every  existing  licence 
should  come  to  an  end  at  the  end  of  ike 
current  year. 

Mr.  JESSE  OOLLINOS:  Hear,  hear  ; 
robbery. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  sure  that 
-tile  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  quite  follows 
my  argument.  I  am  not  talking  about 
policy ;  I  am  talking  about  law.  I  say 
there  would  be  no  legal  wrong  by  an 
enactment  to  that  effect,  and  that  is 
what  they  do  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  in  our  own  Colonies — they 
have  done  it  over  and  over  again.  But 
we  think,  and  rightly,  in  my  opinion, 
iiiAt  not  only  policy  but  equity  demand 
the  fair  recognition  of  the  expectations 
upon  which  this  industry  has  so  long 
been  conducted.  They  ought  to  have — 
it  is  only  fair  that  they  should  have, 
although  many  of  them  have  not  con- 
ducted their  affairs  with  much  circum- 
spection or  foresight — [Opposition  cries 
of  "  Oh ! "] — they  ought  to  have  time  to 
turn  round  and  to  provide  for  the  future. 
I  will  quote  a  passage  from  a  speech  of 
mine  on  the  First  Beading  of  this  Bill, 
"because  it  represents  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Government  proceeded  in  this 
matter.  I  asked  the  question,  **  What 
is  the  principle  we  ought  to  adopt  ?  " 
and  I  said,  *'  It  is  this — that  your  time- 
limit,  assuming  there  is  to  be  a  time- 
limit,  should  be  as  long  as,  and  not 
longer  than,  the  time  which  will  suffice 
ioT  a  prudent  trader  " — I  ask  the  House 
to  observe  these  words,  they  were  care- 
fully chosen — "  for  a  prudent  trader, 
who  has  carried  and  is  carrying  on  his 
business  with  due  regard  " — this  is  not 
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a  bolt*  from  the  blue — "  to  its  speml 
character  and  its  peculiar  risks,  to  mab 
adequate  provision  against  the  &■ 
appearance  at  the  close  of  the  tune- 
limit  of  that  part" — only  that  partr- 
"  of  his  profits  which  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  monopoly  value  of  his  licence." 
That  is  the  principle  upon  which  this 
Bill  is  framed,  and,  if  "  monopoly  value  " 
bears  the  meaning  which  I  have 
attempted  to  affix  to  it  and  to  justify, 
it  is  a  principle  which,  it  seems  to  me, 
is  in  strict  accordance  with  even  an 
indulgent  view  of  the  equities  of  the  case. 
I  have  dealt  with  this  point  as  clearly 
as  I  could,  because  now  I  am  going  to 
ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  given  notice  of  a  Motion  for  the 
rejection  of  this  Bill  a  de&iite  questum. 
Here  we  come  to  an  issue  of  principle. 
Do  you  accept  the  principle  of  the  time* 
bmit  ?  It  is  a  question  which  I  meant 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  answer.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  bench 
accept  that  principle  1  Do  you  agree, 
in  other  words — I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
particulars,  I  am  speaking  of  the  principle 
of  the  time-limit — that  tlie  property 
created  by  a  licence  is  of  such  a  nature 
and  only  such  a  nature  as  I  have  de- 
scribed 1  Do  you  agree,  or  do  you  not 
agree  ?  [An  Hon.  Member  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches  :  No.]  We  shall  see  in 
time.  We  are  only  at  the  opening  of 
the  discussion  now,  and  I  am  entitled 
to  put  these  questions,  and  to  expect  an 
answer  before  the  debate  comes  to  an 
end.  Do  you  agree,  or  do  you  not  agree, 
that  the  State  is  entitled  to  resume,  after 
fair  notice,  the  monopoly  which  it  has 
itself  created  ?  Now,  if  those  questions 
are  once  answered  in  the  affirmative,  we 
will  listen — I  certainly  should  listen— 
with  attention  to  anything  which  can 
fairly  be  said,  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  as  to  the  precise  length  of  the 
time-limit.  But  are  you  going  to  say, 
as  the  organs  of  the  trade  say — as  the 
financial  magnates  of  the  City  of  London 
assembled  in  solemn  conclave  say- 
that  law  and  custom  together,  coupled 
with  the  provisions  of  your  beneficent  Act 
ot  1904,  have  given  the  publican— no, 
not  the  publican — given  the  brewer,  the 
speculator  in  tied  houses,  a  permanent 
and  perpetual  interest,  subject  only 
to  being  defeated  by  proof  of  miscon- 
duct or  upon  payment  Qf-<ompetisation ! 
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There  is  the  clear  issue  of  principle 
between  ua  which  the  trade  has  raised. 
That  is  the  issue  which  this  House,  upon 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  has 
now  to  decide.  Are  we  going  to  trans- 
form or*  to  assent  to  the  transformation 
-of  a  speculative  counter  into  a  coin  of 
the  realm  bearing  the  image  and  super- 
«eription  of  the  King  ?  I  do  not  tmnk 
m  are.  Speaking  for  the  Qovemment 
and  my  colleagues  on  this  bench,  I 
may  say  that  we  were  neither  surprised 
nor  intimidated  by  the  outcry  which 
•our  proposals  have  raised.  We  have 
long  since  been  warned  of  the  disaster 
ana  the  ruin  that  was  in  store  for  any 
Ck>vemment  or  for  any  party  which 
4azed  to  lay  sacrile^ous  hands  upon 
the  monopoly  of  one  of  the  wealthiest, 
•one  of  the  most  widely-difEosed,  and 
one  of  the  most  electorally  influential 
interests  in  this  country.  I  say,  with 
all  respect  to  them,  that  I  believe  they 
are  Uving  in  this  matter  in  a  fooPs 
paradise,  and  have  miscaloulated  the 
character  and  potency  of  the  forces 
which  are  arrayed  behind  this  measure. 
However  that  may  be,  we  shall  persevere 
with  our  task,  and  I  appeal  to  tiie  House 
of  Commons  with  confidence  for  their 
aupport.   I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

•  Mr.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston), 
in  moving,  '*That  this  House  declines 
to  proceed  further  with  a  measure 
whichf  while  failing  to  promote 
the  cause  of  temperance,  violates 
the  principles  of  equity,"  said  :  I 
rise  to  move  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name,  and  if  I  occupy  a 
substantial  part  of  the  time  of  the  House 
it  will  only  be  because  I  shall  try  to  give 
what  may  be  only  a  part  of  the  reastmed 
answer  which  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
has  aslnd  for,  an  answer  not  to  the 
wild  and  whirling  words  with  which  he 
concluded  his  speech,  but  to  the  ail- 
ments that  he  addressed  to  the  House 
and  the  questions  which  he  has  been 
good  enough  to  put  to  us.  May  I  begin 
by  saying  quite  shortly  wh&t  is  the 
point  of  view  from  which  I  approach 
this  question  ?  We  have  heard  the 
aigoments  of  the  total  abstainers;  we 
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have  heard  the  arguments  of  those  vho 
belong  to  what  is  called  '*  the  trade." 
Both  classes  have  a  right  to  be  heard, 
but  neither  of  them  will  decide  the 
question  now  before  this  House.   It  will 
be  decided  entirely  or  mainly  by  men 
who,  having  no   kind  of  interest  in 
th?  liquor  trade,  yet  know  that  as 
things  are,  the  sale  of  liquor  must  go  on 
for  many  years  to  come — ^by  men  who, 
while  knowing  and  acknowledging,  as  I 
do,  the  evils  caused  in  this  country  by 
intempwance,  and  being  willing  to  take 
any  reasonable  course  to  diminish  or 
put  an  end  to  those  evils,  yet  know 
.that  in  the  end  no  proposals  can  succeed 
— whether  they  become  law  or  not — in 
putting  an  end  to  those  evils,  unless 
they  are  just  and  fait  to  all.   It  is  as  one 
of  that  class  that  I  approach  1^  question, 
and  I  may  say  also  as  one  whose  pablio 
duty  has  brought  him  into  consent 
and  close  connection  with  intemperance 
and  the  crimes  brought  about  by  in- 
temperance, and  who  is  therefore  specially 
interested  in  anyproposals  for  dealmg'with 
the  questions  raised  in  the  Bill.  Having 
Slid  so  much,  I  come  at  once  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
promise  the  Prime  Minister  that  I  am 
not  going  to  shirk  any  ofthe  questions 
which  he  has  put.  The  two  fundamental 
principles,  as  X  understand,  are  thwe : 
the  statutory  reduction  of  licences  and 
the  tinte-limit.  Those  are  the  two  pUlars  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  want  the  House  to  examine 
with  me  on  what  sort  of  foundation 
these  two  pillars  stand.    Tain,  first, 
the  reduction  of  lioenoes.  It  is  strange 
there  should  be  still  a  controversy 
as  to  whether  the  reduction  of  licences  has 
any   efiect  on   intemperance  in  this 
country.   I  believe  the  controversy  is  due 
to  this,  that  when  people  talk  of  rediuing 
licences,  they  are  not  all  speaking  of  the 
sime  thing.    Some  men,  when  speaking 
of  reduction,  mean  cutting  oft  undesirable 
licences — licences  which,  owing  to  the 
position,   neighbourhood  or  character 
of  the  houses,  or  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  in  a  nest  or  group  of  houses 
which  compete  with  one  another,  and  so 
lead  to  excessive  drinking,  or  oa  some 
similar  ground,  ought  to  be  suppressed. 
Other  people  mean  by  the  reduction  of 
licences   cutting  down    the  licences, 
qnif  .p»t  bom  «jy  ^^u^^f 
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needs,  to  a  fixed  proportion  to  the 
population.  If  you  use  the  word  reduc- 
tion in  the  former  sense,  I  am  in 
favour  of  reduction.  I  believe  that  it 
is  a  useful  thing  that  licensing  authori- 
ties should  be  iut>BoIutely  free  to  refuse 
a  licence  to  an  undesirable  house ;  but 
that  power  the  authorities  already  have 
under  the  Act  of  1904.  I  shall  not 
have  any  contest  as  to  the  law  with  the 
Prime  Minister  on  the  point  that  that 
power  of  refusal  existed  before  1904, 
except  in  the  case  of  one  class  of  house 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot, 
namely,  the  ante-1869  beer-house.  But 
althot^  the  discretion  in  form  was 
absolute,  in  effect  it  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  exercise,  and  no  one  who  has 
not  s:;t  as  T  have,  hour  after  hour  and 
day  after  day,  listening  to  these  cases' 
hearing  the  petty  details  of  these  small 
businesses,  and  listening  to  the  appeals 
that  those  who  are  engaged  in  them  should 
be  allowed  to  carry  on  what  admittedly 
is  a  lawful  trade — no  one  who  has  not 
gone  through  that  experience  can  im- 
agine how  great  was  the  difficulty,  if 
not  the  impossibility,  before  the  Act  of 
1904,  of  making  any  large  reduction  in  the 
nimiber  of  licences.  The  Act  came  as 
a  great  relief  to  magistrates  throughout 
the  country,  and  after  three  years  ex- 
perience I  say  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction by  anybody  who  knows  the  facts 
that  it  is  a  very  valuable  instrument 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  framed, 
and  it  has  been  very  freely  used.  The 
figures  are  not  in  dispute.  For  ten  years 
before  the  Act  the  reduction  was  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  400  houses  a  year,  and 
during  the  three  years  since  the  Act  the 
average  ready  reduction  has  been  about 
1,600.  If  you  take  the  figures  for  1907 
which  were  recently  given  by  the  Home 
Office,  the  amount  of  levy  throughout 
the  country  was  95  per  cent,  of  the 
maximum  sum  allowed,  and  the  amount 
expended  in  1907  was  greater  than  that 
expended  in  any  previous  year.  It  is 
quite  true  that  as  you  come  to  the  more 
valuable  houses  the  price  per  house 
increases,  and  therefore  the  number  of 
licences  refused  under  the  Act  must 
to  some  extent  diminish.  But  although 
the  number  of  houses  refused  is  lower, 
they  will  be  doing  a  greater  trade 
tmd  therefore  there  is  the  same 
reduction    in    the    consumption  of 

Mr.  Com, 


liquor  as  if  a  larger  number  ol  hoasn 
were  done  away  with.  What  I  wish  to 
impress  upon  the  House  is  that,  in  vier 
of  the  good  work  that  has  been  dcHM, 
the  Government  might  well  have  h»d 
the  patience  to  give  the  1904  AH 
a  somewhat  kmgw  trial,  and  in  tUt 
case  they  would  have  found  thst 
within  a  very  moderate  period  of  tims 
notable  progress  would  have  bem  mads 
in  the  cutting  off  of  undesirable  houses, 
and  that  before  very  many  years  hid 
passed  all  houses  which  ou^t  not  to 
exist  would  have  been  refused,  and  the 
Act  would  have  remained  as  a  valuable 
instrument  to  be  used  from  time  to  time 
as  the  habits  of  the  country  changed* 
and  the  demand  for  intoxicating 
liquor  diminished.  Therefore  reduction 
in  that  sense  is,  I  believe,  already 
provided  for ;  but  if  reducticm  means 
the  reduction  of  licences  according  t» 
a  fixed  ratio  to  population,  then  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  have  seen  no  kind 
of  evidence  to  show  that  there  is  any  sub- 
stantial benefit  to  be  expected  from  such 
a  decrease.  I  have  hewd  it  asserted 
that  such  a  benefit  would  accrue,  but  I 
have  heard  no  one  attempt  to  prove  it. 
Jhe  matter  was  considered  by  the  last 
Royal  Commission,  which  reported  in 
1899  in  these  terms — 

"There  is  aprarratly  no  rektion  brtwem 
the  number  of  licences  and  the  anunmt  of 
drunkennefw." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
the  Commission,  composed  of  men  of 
great  authority  and  not  belonging  to 
one  pirty,  who  gave  to  th?  matter 
a  great  amount  of  careful  and 
thoughtful  consideration.  But  it  does 
not  rest  there.  The  Commission  did 
not  confine  themselves  to  thst  con- 
clusion, but  gave  in  support  of  it  some 
very  striking  figures,  into  which  I  will 
not  go  to-day,  but  which  are  well 
worth  studying.  These  figures  and 
that  conclusion  have  been  supported 
year  after  year  by  the  statistics  in  regard 
to  public-houses.  I  will  only  trouble 
the  House  with  one  reference.  Take  the 
Licensing  Statistics  of  last  year.  I  am 
quoting  from  page  13  of  the  book,  where 
you  have  two  columns.  In  one  column 
the  licensing  authorities — counties— are 
arranged  in  order  of  the  proportion  of 
licences  per  10,000  of  the  popdation. 
Those  which  have  tl 
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in  proportion  to  population  are  at 
the  top,  and  those  with  the  most 
are  at  the  bottom.  In  the  other  column 
you  have  the  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness. Those  having  the  lowest  number 
of  convictions  per  10,000  of  popu- 
lation are  at  me  head  of  the  Ust, 
and  those  with  the  most  are  at  the 
end.  The  extraordinary  result  is  seen 
that  the  four  worst  counties  in  the  matter 
of  convictions  for  drunkenness,  are  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  Glamorgan- 
shire, Durham,  and  Northumberland. 
But  in  the  list  showing  the  number 
of  licences  per  10,000  of  population, 
those  four  counties,  all  of  them,  stand 
extremely  high.  Northumberland  is 
second,  Durham  fifth,  Glamorganshire 
ninth,  and  Yorkshire,  tenth.  On  the 
other  hand,  take  the  best  counties  in  point 
of  convictions,  Oxfordshire  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire. They  are  at  the  top  of  the 
list  in  the  matter  of  convictions,  but  in  the 
list  of  licences,  Oxfordshire  stands  lowest 
bat  three,  and  Cunbridgeshire  lowest 
but  one.  But  the  matter  does  not  end 
there  ;  there  was  an  article  published  the 
other  day  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Blackburn  in  one  of  the  revie^re,  and  he 
gave  in  that  review  the  corresp  end- 
ing figures  for  two  boroughs,  viz. , 
Accrington  and  Nelson,  which  he 
stated  to  be  only  twelve  miles  apart, 
fairly  equal  as  to  population,  both 
cotton-weaving  centres,  both  strongly 
Nonconformist,  end  their  housing  con- 
ditions very  similar.  What  did  he  find  1 
He  found  in  Accrington,  with  three  times 
the  number  of  licences  in  proportion 
to  populition,  only  half  the  proportionate 
number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness 
as  compsred  with  Nelson.   He  says — 

"  It  is  DO  part  of  my  business  to  asHign 
resaons  for  this  paradox.  Maoy  reasoiut  might 
be  suggested  ;  the  degree  of  police  Bupervision 
IB  one  explanation," 

[BIiNXSTBSiAL  cheers] — I  am  still  reading 
the  quotation — 

"  although  it  can  Bcarcely  apply  to  this 
particular  case  where  the  towns  are  so  close 
together  and  the  whole  (tharacter  of  the  peop)  e 
BO  eimilar.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Nelson  hae 
more  cluba  than  licenend  houses." 

The  hon.  Member  might  have  added 
and  more  ofi- licensed  houses  than  either — 

"  And  this  may  hare  a  bearing  on  the  fact 
that  there  is  more  drunkenness  at  Nelson  than 
Accrington." 


That  comparison  is  based  upon  the 
number  of  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness. The  hon.  Member  went  on  to 
give  some  striking  figures  showing  the 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  drink  in 
some  of  our  Colonies  and  in  the  United 
States,  as  compared  with  this  country. 
This  strange  result  is  found  there,  that 
whereas  in  the  United  States,  Canada, 
and  New  Zealand  the  practice  of  local 
prohibition  of  the  sale  of  drink  is  con- 
stantly growing,  the  consumption  of 
drink  per  head  of  population  is  steadily 
increasing ;  while  in  this  country,  where 
nothing  of  the  kind  takes  place,  the  con- 
sumption of  drink  per  head  is,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  decreasing.  I  must  make  one 
more  quotation,  because  it  leads  up  to 
an  explanation  I  wish  to  give.  The 
hon.  Member  says  in  this  article — 

"  I  am  not  arguing  from  all  these  figures  that 
the  suppression  of  licences  increases  the  con- 
sumption of  liquor  and  that  increas«ed  facilities 
tend  to  greater  sobriety,  but  the  figures  do 
prove  conclusively  that  there  are  factors  hk 
the  drink  questitai  which  the  reduction  of 
lioences  dora  not  touch,  and  those  other  in- 
fluences seem  to  operate  in  defiance  of  the 
law  of  supply." 

What  is  the  reason  for  this,  which  appears 
to  some  people  a  paradox,  but  which  is 
not  a  paradox  at  all  ?    The  fact  is  that 

the  consumption  of  drink  does  not  depend, 
as  the  writer  of  the  article  seems  to 
suggest,  upon  the  law  of  supply,  but  upon 
the  law  of  demand ;  and  no  amount  of 
tampering  with  the  sources  of  supply, 
so  long  as  they  are  legitimate,  afEecta 
the  consximption  of  drink.  The  hon- 
Member  for  Spen  Valley  in  1904.  when 
he  was  seeking  to  throw  the  compensa- 
tion upon  publicans  said  that  if  you 
refuse  a  licence  two-thirds  of  the  custom 
goes  to  the  other  houses ;  and  he  might 
have  added  that  the  other  one-third,  if  it 
represents  a  legitimate  demand,  goes  to  the 
ofE-licensed  holders  or  the  clubs.  If  you 
suppre^  these,  people  who  want  tx> 
drink  will  drink  at  home,  und  if  yon 
forbid  that  yoM  will  only  drive  the- 
dem  nd  "under."  If  the  demand  exists, 
sources  of  supply  will  be  found,  anJ 
you  will  come,  in  the  end,  to  the  con- 
dition of  some  of  the  cities  of  tho 
United  States,  where  not  only  the  sale, 
but  the  importation  of  drink  is  wholly 
prohibited,  and  yet  you  find  the  amount 
of  drunkenness  far  exceedin^per  head  of 
population  anythi]^f9jy:^^E^gJe»d 
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GOttnly  in  London,  t  do  think  that  the 
last  word  about  the  mechanical  reduction 
«f  licences  was  said  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
when  he  made  the  often-quoted  stato- 
soent  that — 

"  The  mere  limitation  of  Dumbent  the  idol 
of  Parliament  for  the  last  twenty  yean,  in, 
if  pretending  to  the  honour  of  a  leinedy,  UtUe 
better  than  an  impooture." 

But  His  Majesty's  QoTesimient  are  still 
worshipping  at  the  shrine  of  this  idol,  and 
they  propose  a  mechanical  reduction 
based  upon  the  scale  of  population. 
The  estimate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  was  a  reduction  by  30,000  to  32,000 
houses  in  the  next  fourteen  years.  I 
will  assume  that  to  be  correct,  but  I  do 
not  accept  it  as  correct,  because  I 
have  tested  it  as  regards  several  counties 
and  have  found  it  considerably  below 
the  mark.  I  think  you  will  find  when 
the  figure  comes  to  beworked  out  it  will 
be  found  nearer  40,000  than  30,000. 
But  taking  it  as  correct,  the  question,  of 
course,  arises,  if  you  increase  the 
number  of  refusals  how  are  yon  to 
compensate  the  houses  refused  ?  If 
the  Prime  Minister  had  said:  "I  am 
going  to  bring  about  a  great  pablic 
improvement  iu  relation  of  the  sale 
of  drink;  I  draw  from  the  sale  of 
drink  in  this  country  a  direct  profit 
to  the  State  of  something  like  38^ 
milliona  sterling  a  year;  I  will  ask  the 
House  to  give  up  the  half-million  to  a 
public  purpose,  and  so  increase  the  com- 
pensation fund  and  in  that  manner 
facilitate  the  reduction  of  licences," — 
if  he  had  said  that,  I  do  not  think 
that  many  people  on  either  side  of 
the  House  would  have  very  greatly 
objected.  That  would  have  be^  one  way 
of  dealing  with  the  matter,  but  the  Govern- 
ment prefer  what  I  venture  to  think  is  a 
less  generous  course  :  instead  of  increasing 
the  compensation  fund  they  propose  to 
tamper  with  the  scale  of  compensation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  defended  his 
proposals  by  an  attack  upon  what  is  well- 
known  as  the  Kennedy  judgment.  I 
listened  with  great  attention  to  what  he 
said,  and  although  I  say  it  with  great 
hesitation,  I  think  that  he  nusunder- 
fltood  that  judgment.  The  efiect  of 
the  judgment  is  shortly  this.  Under  the 
present  Act  if  a  licence  is  refused  the 
owner  is  entitled  to  get,  by  way  of 
compensation,  the  market  valiu  o£  the 
Mr.  Cave. 


licence.  What  the  learned  Judge  said 
was  that  to  get  the  market-value  you 
most  consider  what  the  license  would 
fetch  by  public  auction.  Among  the 
possible  buyers  would  be  the  brewer, 
who  might  want  to  buy  the  house  as  an 
outlet  for  his  commodity  but  who  hofore 
bidding  wonld  want  to  know  the  amount 
and  quality  of  the  beer  supplied  to  and 
sold  in  the  house.  Therefore  for  Idie 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  market- 
value  the  Court  might  have  evidence 
of  the  supply  and  the  consumption  of 
tiquor.  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
decision  is  good  sense,  and  in  fact  a  very 
distinguished  Jud^  has  since  referred  to 
it  as  a  decision  which  cannot  be  attacked. 
But  what  the  Prime  Minister  said  was 
this — 

*'  The  fundamental  vice— if  I  may  ubo  siush 
an  expression  in  speaking  of  the  judxmeat 
of  a  learned  Judee — what  seems  to  us  to  be  the 
fallacy  of  the  Kennedy  judgment  consisted 
in  taking  into  account,  not  the  profit  made 
by  the  trade  retailer  but  the  profit  made  by 
the  manafaoturer  in  regaid  to  toe  drink  wbien 
he  anpplied  to  the  house." 

Therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
understands  the  judgment  to  be  this — 
you  may  take  into  account  the  profit 
made  by  the  manufacturer,  that  is  the 
brewer,  in  regard  to  a  licensed  house. 
But  that  is  exactly  what  the  learned 
Judge  said  you  must  not  do.  Mr.  Justice 
Kennedy,  as  he  then  was,  said  this — 

"  In  my  opinion  the  Attorney-General  ma 
quite  justified  in  arguing  that  any  evideaoe 
as  to  the  profit  which  may  be  made  by  the 
selling  company  upon  this  trade  cannot  b» 
material." 

That  clearly  negatives  the  very  point 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made,  and  I 
hope  that  he  will  reconsiderthe  argument 
which  he  addressed  to  the  House  on 
this  point;  for, if  I  am  right. the  whole  of 
his  criticisms  on  that  judgment  were 
based  on  a  misunderstanding.  On  the 
o*her  hand,  there  are  obvious  objections 
to  th"?  method  of  fixing  compens%tion 
proposed  in  the  Bill.  The  Royal  Com- 
mission said  that  they  regarded  rateable 
value  as  altogether  beside  the  mark  as 
a  basis  of  compensation,  and  they  gave 
their  reason  for  that  conclusion.  Thvy 
reported  that — 

"  While  the  fact  that  the  house  is  licensed 
may  be  considered  to  some  extent  in  the  assees- 
ment  it  is  tolerably  certain  that  the  goodwill 
cannot  be  considered  at  alt  But  the  Iteeooe 
and  the  goodwill  are  J^e(3.(5i|p,^^hioh 
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compensation  would  be  givm,  not  the  building, 
which  the  owner  would  retain.  We,  therefore, 
regard  rateable  value  a^  altogether  beaide  the 
mark  as  a  basis  for  compensation." 

And  now  let  m  test  the  furness  of  this 
method  by  some  figares.  A  most 
rev.  Prelate  has  said  that  he  ap- 
proves the  Bill,  but  awaits  with 
expectant  interest  the  discussion  by  ex- 
perts and  business  men  of  the  financial 
details.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  when 
you  are  consid^ng  whether  justice  is 
done  to  the  owners  of  these  houses 
financial  details  are  of  tiie  essence  of 
the  Bill.  And  if  I  show  that  the  com- 
pensation given  under  this  Bill  is  [but  a 
fraction  of  that  which  ought  to  be  given, 
then  I  think  that  he  and  others  will 
reconsider  the  provisional  approval  they 
have  given  to  this  proposal.  Let  me 
give  the  figures  in  a  few  concrete  cases. 
Take  the  houses  which  were  the  subject 
of  the  Kennedy  judgment,  and  take 
first  the  "  Hand  and  Spear "  at 
Voking.  In  that  case  £1,123  was  given 
to  the  ownerH  and  persons  interested- 
Of  that  amount  £150  went  to  the  tenant, 
and  the  remaining  £973,  subject  to  costs, 
to  the  owners  of  the  house.  Under 
this  Bill  the  compensation  would  only 
be  £136,  or  14  per  cent,  of  the  market 
valne.  The  other  house  was  the 
"  Crown "  at  Cobham.  Mr.  Justice 
Kennedy,  in  that  case,  gave  £1,497,  of 
which  £250  went  to  the  tenant,  and 
the  remaining  £1,247,  less  costs,  to 
the  owners.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
under  this  Bill  gives  £52,  which  is  on 
the  basis  of  4  per  cent,  of  the  market 
value. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT. (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  Yorkshire, 
Cleveluid) :  Will  the  hon.  and  learned 
Uember  say  how  he  arrives  at  the  £52  ? 

•Mr.  CAVE  :  Yes,  Sir;  it  is  arrived  at 
hy  treating  the  assessment  as  the  basis. 
I  will  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  partictdars 
afterwards  if  he  desires  it.  The  figures 
ven  worked  out  for  me  by  some  very 
well-known  experts.  These  figures  are 
for  the  first  year  of  the  statutory 
ttdaction,  and  if  the  licences  were 
refused  in  a  later  year,  the  amounts 
would  be  less.  Some  other  valuers,  who,  I 
think,  have  perhaps  had  the  largest 


experience  of  any  valuers  in  these  matters. 

took  for  me  forty-three  London  houses, 
not  selected  houses,  but  all  the  houses 
dealt  with  by  them  last  year,  for  the 
purposes  of  compensation.  They  give, 
as  the  actual  compensation  for  those 
houses,  £104,578.  The  owners  of 
those  houses,  under  the  Bill,  would 
get  in  the  first  year  £18.000  ; '  and, 
if  yon  take  the  mean  year,  that  is 
the  seventh  year,  which,  I  think  is  fair, 
they  would  get  £10,930,  or  about  11  per 
cent,  of  the  market  value.  Again,  they 
have  taken  twenty-one  London  houses 
not  the  property  of  brewers,  but  the 
property  of  the  licensees  themselves. 
The  capital  invested  in  those  twenty-one 
houses  is  £550,000 ;  of  course,  houses  are 
very  valuable  in  London.  On  these 
houses  the  sum  of  £317,000  was  borrowed, 
not  from  brewers,  but  from  private 
lenders.  Under  this  Bill  for  these  houses, 
which  cost  £550,000,  the  total  com- 
pensation in  the  first  year  would  be 
£116,000.  In  other  words  the  owners 
would  lose  the  whole  of  their  investment, 
and  the  mortgagees  wouldlose  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  their  money.  I  have  here  case 
after  case  of  this  Idnd,  but  I  will  not 
weary  the  House  with  them,  though  I 
think  they  are  important.  There  will  be 
a  chance  of  giving  them  later  on.  Let 
me  deal  with  one  or  two  points  which 
may  be  put  against  me.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  houses-  are  under- 
assessed. I  know  that  is  stud.  I 
doubt  whether  that  is  the  case  in 
London,  or  in  any  well-known  centres. 
Valuers  have  become  more  and 
more  expert ;  they  do  not  accept  the 
rent  or  the  figures  given  to  them  by  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  the  house ;  they 
look  into  the  trade,  and  they  are  not 
slow  to  put  up  the  assessment.  But 
apart  from  that,  I  do  not  believe  that,  put 
up  the  assessment  as  you  will,  you  can 
fairly  put  it  up  to  any  figure  which  would 
produce,  when  worked  out  on  the  basis 
of  this  Bill,  any  large  proportion  of  the 
market  value  of  the  house.  Then  it  is 
said :  "  Oh,  whatever  may  happen 
to  the  owner— and  we  care  very  little 
about  him — ^the  publican  is  better 
off  under  this  Bill."  The  Prime 
Minister  said  so  the  other  day, 
and  it  has  been  said  more  than  once. 
The  hon,  Uember  for  Barnard  Castle  went 
down  to  a  countrj  ^lace  ^"^^^^'^^^^ 
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to  have  told  the  people there  .hatthepnb- 
iicana  would  get  twenty  ox  thirty  timeB 
SB  much  as  they  did  ucdei  the  present 
^tem— [AnHon.Hxuber:  Ten  times]. 
Ithinkhfisaidlwcntyor  thirty,  bat  in fati 
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Act  of  1904  ?  I  do  not  believe  it.  I 
have  here  ft  BCemoracdum  of  the  Com* 
miseioners  published  acme  years  ago, 
in  which  they  say,  dealing  witili  the 
publican's  lease  oi  agreement  for  the 


Mb.  ASQUITH  :    Whet  is  the  date 


it  makes  very  little  difierence  vbether  U  urpose  of   death  duties,  that  he  is 
It  is  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  times,  because,  only  a  tenant  frcm  year  to  year,  and 
in  any  case,  the  compensation  fund,  if  I  this   is  scmetimes   deteiminable  by  » 
that  were  true,  would  be  bankrupt  in  a  three  months*  notice  so  that  obviously 
year.  But  what  is  the  justification  for  the  '  the  publicen's  goodwill  is  very  trifling, 
statement  that  the  publican  would  get 
anything  more  under  this  Bill  than  he  gets 
under  the  existing  system  ?    Under  the  '  o*  that  ? 
Act  of  1604  there  is  a  provision  for  [ 

dividing  the  compensation  money ;  and  I  *Mr.  CAVE  :  It  is  a  Memorandum 
in  attributing  a  Bharetothepublican,you  I  dated  ihe  14th  May,  1890.  If  the 
are  lo  have  regaid  to  his  conduct  of  the  I  Commissioners  act,  as  they  may  act, 
business  and  the  length  of  time  during  '  the  same  principle  now,  the  publican 
which  hehas been  the  holderofthelicence. '  ^®^d  be  rather  worse  ofi.  At  all 
Under  that  provision,  in  my  experience, '  events,  I  see  no  grounds  for  saying  tiiftt 
the  publican  has  bad  compensation  for  j  8^t;  more  than  under  the  ^ct  of 

loss  of  business,  and  generally  speaking,  I  j  ^ndlook  for  a  moment  at  the 

believe,  a  sum  equivaleitt  to  a  year'spiofi't,  ■  t**^*'  ^ide,  because  when  hon.  Members 
That  is  based,  no  doubt,  on  the  provision  I  about  saying  that  they  are  the  pub- 
of  the  Act,  that  he  "  shall,  in  no  case,  Ucan's  friends,  I  think  they  ought  to 

tell  him  the  disadvantages  as  well  as 
the  advantages  of  the  Eill.  On  the 
other  side  there  is  this,  tl  at  during  the 
fourteen  yeais  the  publican  has  a  greater 
chance  of  having  his  licence  refused, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years, 
he  will  lose  his  licence  altogether, 
CT  pay  full  value  for  it.  And  during 
that  time  the  compensation  levy  will  be 
made  not  over  his  county  or  district, 
but  over  the  whole  of  England,  so  that 
he  has  no  longer  any  chance  whatever 
of  profiting  by  the  reduction  of  licences. 
The  levy  under  the  Act  of  1904  was 
often  called  a  premium  of  insurance ; 
and  it  was  said  that  the  publican 
m'ght  fairly  be  tsked  to  pay  this 
because  he  would  get  it  back  if  hia 
licence  were  refused.  But  under  tJkis 
Bill  it  could  not  be  called  that,  because 
the  policy  of  insurance  never  matures. 
The  licensee  has  to  pay  his  life  premium 
for  fourteen  yean,  and  to  be  slaughtered 
at  the  end  of  that  period  without 
receiving  the  poliry  moneys.  It  is  no 
longer  in  any  sense  a  premium,  but 
a  heavy  and  oppressive  tax,  levied 
on  a  part  of  the  population,  fir  the 
alleged  benefit  of  the  whole.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  said  again,  without  some 
reason  shown,  that  the  licence-holdn 
would  be  in  a  better  position  under  tlua 
Bill.  Before  leaving  this  particular  jwirtoi 
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receive  a  less  amount  than  he  would  be 
emitled  to  as  tenant  from  year  to  year." 
Theiefoie  the  publican  hts  had  something, 
further,  he  has  the  right  to  appear 
before  the  justices  for  ihe  puipose  of 
putung  forward  his  claim  ;  and  if  he  is 
dissausfied  he  has  an  appeal.  This  Bill 
deals  with  the  matter  in  very  much 
the  same  way.  The  Bill  does  say  in 
teims  that  he  shall  receive  compensa- 
twn  for  "loss  of  business,"  and  then 
nws  similar  words  to  those  which  I  have 
quoted  from  the  Act  of  1904,  but  it 
omits  (rather  oddly)  the  provision  in 
the  Act  of  1904,  that  in  no  case  shall  he 
receive  a  -  less  amount  than  he  would 
have  hem  entitled  to  as  a  tenant 
from  year  to  year.  Under  this  Bill  he 
is  simply  to  have  such  amount,  if  any, 
as  the  Inland  Revenue  Ccmmissioners 
cho(  Be  to  give  him  for  loss  of  business. 
He  has,  it  woild  seem,  no  right  to  be 
heard  before  them,  and  if  they  give 
him  too  little,  he  has  no  appeal. 
The  Ccmmissioners  are  not  bound  by 
the  provision  of  the  Act  of  1904  that  he 
shall  be  at  If  ast  treated  as  a  tenant  from 
year  to  year.  They  may  give  him  as 
much,  or  just  as  little  as  they  choose,  and 
he  must  take  it.  How,  therefore,  can  you 
Bay  that  the  Bill  will  give  the  tenant 
more  than  he  would  have  got  under  the 
Mr.  Cave. 
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the  Babject,  I  want  to  mention  one  other 
argameat  uaed  in  favour  o{  this  Bill. 
It  is  said  that  it  will  restore  t^e  freedom 

of  the  local  justices.    Nothing  was  ever 
less  true  than  that.    Under  the  present 
Act  no  licence  can  be  refused  except 
on  the  initiative  of  the  local  justices. 
They  make  their  recommendations  to 
tlie  county  committee,  representing  the 
quarter  sessions,  which  are  composed 
of  justices  of  tixe  whole  county,  and  the 
local  benchra  are  represented  on  the 
county  committee.    They  luive  a  right, 
under  the  rules,  to  confer  with  the  county 
committee,  and  they  do  confer;  and 
their  recommendations,  in  my  experi- 
ence, are  always  accepted,  unless  there 
is  some  financial  reason  against  them,  or 
uidess,   after  hearing  evidence  which 
is  solemnly  given  in  Court,  the  committee 
come  to  the  decision  that  the  Ueences 
ought    to    be    renewed.  Therefore, 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  freedom  under 
the  present  conditions,  but  under  this 
Bill  there  will  be  little  or  none.  The 
justices  vtHI  be  bound,  under  the  statute, 
to   present   a  scheme    for  reduction 
according    to    a    fixed    scale.  The 
scheme  may  be  altered  by  three  gentle- 
men sittii^  in  London,  and  as  so 
altered  it  must  be  carried  out  by  the 
justices,  whether  they  think  it  right  or 
wrong,  and  the  only  freedom  in  this 
respect  left  to  the  local  bench  is  this, 
that  they  are  free  to  select  the  victims 
who  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  Licensing 
Commission  and  to  act  as  executioners 
io:  that  body.   The  duty  so  thrown 
upon  them  is  an  odious  duty,  for  they 
will  know  that  no  proper  compensation 
will  be  paid.    To  conclude  this  part  of 
the  subject,  I  will  make  one  quotation 
from  a  speech  made    by   the  Prime 
Minister  last  year.    He  said  to  a  deputa- 
tion of  debenture-holders — 

"  I  can  BS8UI6  you  tbat.,  in  any  legialation 
■wliich  the  Government  propoBea,  they  will 
keep  in  view  the  legitimate  interests  of  all 
wMMiB  who  have  invested  their  mcmey  in  this 
trade.  It  is  a  lawful  trade,  not  prohibited  by 
Jaw,  and  a  trade,  therefore,  the  investors  in 
which  ought  to  be  secured,  like  invefitors  in 
every  other  form  of  commercial  or  finan^al 
undertaking,  i^ainst  unreasonable  or  oonfis- 
cating  legislation." 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  The  hon.  Member 
did  not  quite  finish  the  quotation.  I 
think,  if  my  memory  serves  me  aright, 
that  I  did  say  that  some  people  take  | 


very  diHerent  views  of  what  confiscation 
is. 

*Mr.  cave  :  lam  afraid  they  do.  I 
have  dealt  at  some  leng  h  with  this  re- 
duction part  of  the  BiU,  because  I  think 
that  it  is  not  sufficiently  understood, 
and  th^t  it  deserves  careful  considera- 
tion. In  dealing  with  the  time-limit  I 
can  be  Imefer,  for  my  task  is  simpler. 
As  the  House  knows,  the  proposal  is 
th»t  after  tiie  fourteen  years  any  applica- 
tion for  the  renewal  of  a  licence  is  to 
be  treated  as  an  application  for  a  new 
licence  and  the  provisions  of  th-?  1904 
Act  as  to  confirm  ition  and  monopoly 
value  are  to  apply.  One  of  the 
Miuisters — the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
—told  one  of  his  audiences  that 
this  was  simply  a  proposal  to  reverb 
to  the  pre-1904  conditions,  but  I  do  not 
think  he  will  say  that  in  this  House. 
Before  1904  a  licensee  who  wanted  renewal 
was  not  bound  to  appear  at  petty  ses- 
sions unless  he  had  notice  of  objection. 
Under  this  Bill  he  must  go  there  every 
year  to  fight  his  case,  not  only  against 
temperance  objectors,  but  against  any 
others  who  may  come  and  bid  against 
him.  Before  1904,  if  an  applicant  got 
his  renewal  it  was  final.  Under  this 
Bill  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  If  a 
licence  is  renewed  the  renewal  has  to  be 
confirmed  and  the  applicant  must  fight 
his  battle  over  again  before  the  county 
committee  at  his  own  expense.  Again, 
before  1904  no  applicant  for  renewal 
paid  a  farthing  for  monopoly  value. 
Under  this  Bill  he  must  pay  the  full 
monopoly  value  of  the  licence.  There- 
fore no  one  can  say  this  is  a  reversion 
to  pre-1904  conditions.  Nor  is  it  true, 
as  has  been  said,  that  a  time-limit  in 
this  sense  was  proposed  in  this  House 
in  1904  and  voted  for  by  Unionist 
Members.  The  proposal  then  made 
was  something  quite  different.  It  was 
simply  that  ^tet  a  certain  number  of 
years,  seven  or  fourteen,  the  provisions 
for  compensation  should  cease  and  the 
hcensee  was  to  revert  to  his  former 
position.  That  is  totally  different.  I 
do  not  want  to  dwell  upon  that,  but 
I  want  to  consider  for  a  moment  what 
is  the  meaning  of  monopoly  value  in 
this  Bill,  because  I  believe,  and  I  am 
the  more  convinced  of  it  after  what 
the  Prime  Minister  has  said,  that,  there 
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is  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  Bill.  It  arises  from  this. 
The  Government  have  taken  a  phrase 
from,  the  Act  of  1904  and  have  applied 
it  to  a  totally  different  subject-matter. 
The  definition  of  monopoly  value  in  the 
Act  of  1904  is  "the  difference  between 
the  value  which  the  premises  will  bear 
in  the  opinion  of  the  justices  when 
licensed  and  the  value  of  the  same  premises 
if  they  were  not  licensed."  If  you  apply 
that  to  a  new  licence,  a  licence  of  premises 
in  respect  of  which  no  goodwill  exists, 
that  cQfierence  does  pretty  well  represent 
the  probable  value  of  the  licence. 
But  if  you  apply  the  same  expression 
to  an  old  licence,  the  result  is  very 
different,  because  in  that  case  you  are 
dealing  with  a  house  which  has  been 
licensed  and  carried  on  for  some  time 
and  which  has  attached  to  it  a  good- 
will which  may  be  very  valuable,  and 
if  yon  apply  these  words  to  that 
particular  house,  you  will  find  you  ere 
taking,  not  the  mere  value  of  the 
licence  itself,  but  the  value  of  the  licence 
and  the  value  of  the  goodwill.  I  believe 
that  every  lawyer  will  say  I  am  right. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  say  not. 

*Hk.  cave  :  Then  I  must  vithdiaw 
that  paxticnlai  prophecy.  But  at  all 
events,  I  gather  from  what  the 
Prime  Minister  said  that  even  he 
sees  a  flaw  in  this  part  of  the  Bill, 
and  if  he  does  not  intend  the 
Act  to  have  the  effect  which  I  say 
it  has,  I  think  he  owes  it  to  the 
House  to  make  the  matter  dear,  not  only 
on  the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading, 
but  in  Committee,  if  we  ever  get  into 
Committee.  I  believe  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  will  be  that 
the  State  will  take  the  value  of 
the  licence  and  of  the  goodwill  also. 
A  very  good  authority,  Mr.  Bowntree, 
who  is  a  friend  of  the  Bill,  has  calculated 
the  monopoly  value  taken  under  the 
Bill  as  £19,000,000  a  year.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  is  right  or  wrong,  but 
one  would  like  to  know  whether  that  is 
something  like  the  estimate  of  the 
Govemment. 

Sib  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  (York- 
shire, W.B.,  Spen  Valley) :  When  did 
he  do  so  ? 

Mr.  Cavern 


*Mr.  CAVE  :  In]  an  article  published 
in  the  Socialist  Review  for  this  month. 
Looked  at  from  this  point  of  view,  this 
part  of  the  Bill  is  not  a  temperance 
proposal  at  all,  bnt  a  proposal  for  a 
fiscal  change,  because  it  assumes  that 
the  sale  of  Uquor  will  go  on,  and  that  the 
profits  will  go  to  the  State.  Temperance 
will  not  be  promoted  by  this  proposal. 
The  argument  used  is  that  yon  are 
resuming  public  control.  Yon  are  not 
resuming  public  control.  You  are 
arauming  to  the  public  the  x^fits  of 
the  trade.  It  Is  there  that  we  put  our 
finder  on  a  blot  on  this  part  of  the  Bill 
which,  I  believe,  must  be  fatal  to  the 
proposals  of  the  Government.  In  the 
sense  in  which  the  Bill  proposes  it,  I  do 
not  accept  a  time-linut  whatever  the 
time-limit  may  be.  Of  course,  I  am 
only  speaking  for  myself.  A  genuine 
j  proposal  under  which,  after  a  certain 
,  tiine,  tiie  absolute  freedom  of  justices 
I  with  reference  to  licences  should  be 
restored,  I  would  very  gladly  consider,  but 
this  is  not  such  a  proposal  at  all.  It  is 
a  proposal  that  after  a  period  of  fourteen 
years  the  State  shall  take  into  its  own 
hands,  not  only  the  absolute  control  of 
licences,  but  the  profits  and  goodwill 
of  the  trade.  The  proposal  is  that 
after  fourteen  years  the  licensee  will  pay 
for  his  licence.  Is  that  equitable  t  I 
say  the  licensee  has  paid  for  it  already. 
Most  people  now  holding  Ucences 
have  bought  them  in  the  market. 
Some  have  bought  them  from  a  public 
department.  I  need  only  mention  the 
**  Coach  and  Horses,**  Portsmouth, 
and  that  is  not  the  only  instance. 
There  are  many  cas^s  where  people  have 
bought  their  licences  from  the  public 
in  a  more  direct  sense.  For  instance, 
people  have  gone  to  the  bench  for 
a  new  licence,  and  have  said  :  "  If 
you  give  us  a  new  licence  we  will 
give  up  one  or  two  old  licences.'* 
Very  often  for  that  pui^Mse  have 
bought  old  licences  in  the  market  some- 
times at  £1,000  or  £2,000,  and  have 
surrendered  them  in  exchange  for  a  new 
one.  Yet  now  they  are  to  pay  for  the 
new  licence  over  again.  There  is  a  still 
stronger  case.  .  In  this  book  of  statistics 
under  the  Aai  of  1904,  certain  people  are 
shown  to  have  applied  fen  and  obtained 
new  licences  on  paying  not  an  annual  sum 
but  a  capital  sup^lj^  ^pgttp^tl^ue. 
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There  aie  three  cases  in  the  book  relating 
to  Glamorganshire  where  licences  have 
hem  sold  by  the  licensing  authority,  in 
onecABelor  £3,000,in  another  ior  £4,500, 
and  in  another  for  £6,000.  These  are 
annual  Ucenceft,  and  yet  under  this  Bill 
these  licences  are  not  only  to  be  sabject 
to  refusal  with  a  minimnm  of  compensa- 
tion, hut  must  after  fourteen  years  be 
boiwht  from  the  public  over  again.  Does 
anybody  believe  ttiat  a  man  gives  £6,000 
for  one  year's  licence  or  even  for  a 
licence  for  fourteen  years  1  Is  it  fair 
or  just  that  after  taking  from  him  t^e 
full  value  of  bis  monopoly,  you  ^ould 
make  him  pay  the  same  price  over 
again  1  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  at 
length  the  question  which  the  Prime 
Minister  touched  on  tq-day  as  to  whether 
A  licence  is  property.  There  was  a 
time  when  the  same  question  was 
raised  about  goodwill.  It  was  said 
tiiat  goodwill  was  not  property,  but 
was  merely  the  expectation  that  the  old 
customers  would  continue  to  resort  to 
the  old  place,  and  therefore  the  duty 
ought  not  to  be  paid  on  it  nor 
could  it  be  protected  by  the  Courts. 
The  good  sense  of  our  Judges  has 
l(mg  since  disposed  of  t^&t  question, 
and  goodwill  is  treated  as  property  in 
every  sense.  A  licence  is  an  advantage 
attached  to  property  and  bearing  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  renewal  during 
good  conduct,  and  upon  the  faith  of  that 
expectation  money  has  been  expended, 
buildings  have  been  erected,  and  businesses 
have  been  built  up.  Is  it  right  to  ta^ 
away  that  advantage  without  giving 
fair  compensation  ?  Take  the  case  of  the 
public'house  buildings,  many  of  them 
of  great  value.  Before  a  man  puts 
up  buildings  he  goes  to  the  magistrates 
and  says  :  "  I  am  going  to  put  up  these 
buildings,  will  you  grant  me  a  provisional 
Hcence?"  Flans  are  approved  by  the 
magistrates  and  he  gets  his  provtuonal 
licence  and  puts  up  buildings  which  may 
cost  £2,000,  £5,000,  or  £10,000.  Does 
anybody  think  he  would  do  that  if  he 
thought  he  was  likely  to  have  his  licence 
forfeited  in  ayearl  If  that  wereso,  it  would 
be  true  to  say  that  the  Hcence  of  a  London 
theatre,  which  may  have  cost  £100,000 
to  build,  and  may  be  let  for  £5,000  or 
£6,000  a  year,  may  be  taken  away  because 
it  is  a  mere  revocable  licence.   Legally,  it 


may,  but  equitably  and  honestly  no 
one  can  say  that  it  should  be.  One  other 
point.  It  has  been  said :  "  How  in- 
consistent to  say  on  the  one  hand  that 
owners  are  going  to  be  ruined,  and,  <m  the 
other  hand,  that  drinking  will  go  on.**^ 
That  has  been  said  many  times,  and  yet 
there  never  was  a  more  palpable  fallacy. 
The  answer  is  perfectly  plain.  Drinking 
will  go  on.  That  is  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Bill.  Beer  will  be  made  and  sold,  but 
the  State  and  not  the  owner  of  the  houses 
will  take  the  greater  part  of  the  profit. 
Then  it  is  said :  "  At  all  events,  yon 
can  set  aside  a  sinking  fond."  That  view 
was  encouraged  by  the  Prime  Minister  in 
his  speech  in  introducing  the  Bill,  in  a 
passage  which  he  has  repeated  to-day, 
and  which  led  us  to  believe  not  un- 
reasonably that  the  limit  of  fourteen  year* 
had  been  arrived  at  upon-  a  basis  that 
would  give  sufficirat  time  for  the  owner 
of  the  house  to  put  by  enough  to  replace 
his  capital.  If  the  figures  are  looked  into 
it  will  be  found  that  that  period  is  not 
nearly  enough.  Figures  were  given  the 
other  day  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Walton  Division  of  Liverpool  in  refer- 
ence to  tied  houses,  and  I  have  here 
similar  figures  relating  to  other  houses. 
But  I  need  not  dwell  on  that  because 
the  Prime  Minister,  as  I  understand,  has 
given  up  that  point.  He  was  asked  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kidderminster 
whether  the  period  of  fourteen  years  was 
based  upon  any  actuarial  and  statistical 
data.  His  answer  was  that  the  period 
was  not  founded  on  any  such  data,  and 
he  added — 

*'  The  reduction  period  of  fourteen  years  was 
adopted  as  being  of  a  reasonable  length,  regard 
being  had  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  caeor 
many  of  which  are  not  of  such  a  chanoter  that 
they  could  be  given  any  precise  mathemataciil 
ezpreaiiao." 

I  can  well  believe  it,  and  many  of  us 
can  guess  what  those  circumstances  are. 
The  fact  is  that  you  cannot  justify  this 
part  of  the  Bill,  except  on  a  principle 
which  is  not  accepted  even  by  alt 
Socialists,  namely,  that  if  yon  only  give 
notice  yoti  may  confiscate  any  interest 
you  wirii.  What  the  Member  for  Black- 
bum  said  in  the  article  from  which  I 
have  already  quoted  is  this — 

**  The  other  valuable  fttature  of  the  time-limit 
iM  that  it  eatablishn  a  ^rec^^^^^^^^h. 
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without  compensation  by  or  cost  to  the  com- 
munity, ft  private  monopoly  may  be  trana- 
iened  to  the  State  ....  Thii«  precedent  fur- 
nished by  non-SocialiBts  is  <me  which  will  not 
"be  forgotten  when  public  opinion  regret«  the 
-ttoti-social  privilef^es  conferred  by  our  fore- 
fathera  and  ourselves  upon  land  monopolieBt 
railway  monopolies,  mine  royalty  monopolies, 
and  all  otlier  monopolies  fonlishly  handed  oyer 
to  privnte  individuflliata  by  the  community.  Aa 
-a  Socialist  I  have  never  advocated  a  time-limit. 
I  have  been  prepared  to  treat  the  drink  mo- 
mopoly  M I  would  other  evil  things  like  landlord- 
ism  uid  capitalism,  Hnd  give  fair  conoideration 
to  jvivate  interests  which  the  folly  of  the  people 
has  allowed  to  grow  up  and  oven  to  make  some 
eonsiderable  social  sacrifices  for  the  good  to  be 
gained  by  the  transfer  of  those  interests  to  the 
community.  But  if  individualists  are  determined 
to  abolish  private  monopoly  by  a  timo-limit 
irithout  monetary  compensation  I  see  no  reason 
why  as  a  Socialist  I  should  oppon  this  con- 
venient precedent." 

There  are  many  hon.  Members  opposite 
who  might  very  well  take  that  statement 
to  heart.  I  have  left  myself  no  time 
to  deal  with  the  minor  provisions  of  the 
BiU.  To  me  local  veto  has  always 
seemed  to  be  the  least  reasonable  of 
temperance  reforms.  The  clauses  with 
regard  to  clubs,  I  think,  are  somewhat 
insulting,  and  they  are  admittedly  in- 
effective. The  proposal  to  empower 
justices  to  forbid  the  employment  of 
oarmaids  is  also  I  must  say  a  little  insult- 
ing to  an  honest  and  hazd-working  diss. 
I  should  be  sorry  if  those  who  have 
supported  the  right  of  women  to  vote 
were  to  go  into  the  Lobby  and  deny  to 
these  women  the  right  to  work.  I  do 
not  understand  why  Ireland,  which  was 
said  by  the  Royal  Commission  to  require 
restrictions  on  drinking  more  than  any 
other  part  of  England,  is  omitted, 
•or  why  Scotland  is  omitted.  Speaking 
for  myself,  I  think  that  the  clause 
relating  to  children  will  receive  fair  con- 
sideration in  every  quarter  of  the  House, 
and  my  only  regret  is  that  it  is  not  found  in 
another  Bill  already  before  the  House — 
the  Children  Bill — where  it  might  have 
been  discussed  at  leisure.  But  I  rest  my 
opposition  on  the  two  points  which  I  have 
mentioned,  audi  believe  that  it  is  by  these 
two  main  proposals  that  the  Bill  must 
either  stand  or  fall.  We  on  thia  side 
of  the  House  would  Wew  with  favour  any 
proposal  which  would  really  diminish  the 
intemperance  of  the  country,  while  doing 
justice  to  individuals,  but  this  Bill  is 
uniost.  If  it  were  passed,  I  do  not 
beneve  thit  because  of  it  then  would  be 
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one  drunkard  the  less  in  England.  But 
even  if  it  were  otherwise,  if  you  could 
prove  that  the  passnng  of  tiiia  Bill 
would  appreciably  reduce  the  anwant  of 
intemperance  in  this  connti^,  still  I  uy 
that  in  order  to  accomplisii  that  great 
good,  I  would  not  have  the  House  do 
this  great  wrong.  And  if  you  taunt  us. 
as  you  do,  with  the  finding  of  the  Boy&l 
Commiraion  that  hardly  any  sacrifice 
would  be  too  great  in  order  to  diminish 
the  evils  of  intemperance,  I  accept  the 
statement  in  that  form,  but  I  say  that 
there  is  one  sacrifice  which,  even  for 
that  purpose,  we  ought  not  to  be  asked 
to  make,  and  that  is  the  sacrifice  of 
the  old  rule  and  tradition  of  thia  House 
that  even-handed  justice  shall  be  meted 
out  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  realm. 
I  beg  to  move. 

*Mr.  ETBLTN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
I  beg  to  second  the  Motion.  My  hon.  and 
learned  friend  has  criticised  this  measure 
with  great  and  conspicuous  ability,  but  I 
will  venture  to  add  a  certain  number  of 
additional  reasons  why  the  Bill  should  be 
rejected,  to  which  I  hope  the  Prime 
Minister  will  do  me  the  honour 
of  paying  attention.  Seldom  has 
a  BiU  been  brot^^t  before  this 
House  containing  a  professed  object 
so  entirely  at  variance  with  its  real 
effect.  Its  professed  object  is  tem- 
perance, but  its  real  effect  is  to  attack 
the  trade.  It  is  a  perfectly  le^timate 
trade,  which  has  aa  much  right  to  be 
carried  on  and  which  has  been  carried  on 
as  legally  and  properly  as  any  other 
trade.  Hiose  sittii^  on  tiie  Opposition 
side  of  tiiis  House  do  not  profess  to  be 
in  spedal  alliance  with  the  trade,  but  we 
do  say  it  ought  to  be  treated  as  justly 
and  fairly  as  any  other  trade.  We  uige 
that  this  particular  trade  ought  not  to  be 
penalised,  that  sober  people  ought  not 
to  be  penalised  simply  because  some  of 
their  fellow  citixena  are  disgusting 
enough  to  get  drunk.  For  tits  sake  of 
these  drunl^rds  we  are  not  prepared  to 
support  the  Government  in  confiscating 
an  industry  largely  without  compensation 
which  has  been  built  up  relying  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  State.  I  should  like 
by  way  of  preface  to  say  that  temperance 
reform  is  not  a  Radical  monopoly,  because 
we  on  these  benches  are  just  as  Inen  to 
reloim  drunki^^^^^  (gp^cgfelemen 
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opposite,  and  we  wish  to  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  accomplish  this  object ;  but 
-we  do  not  believe  that  the  method  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  u  the  right  way  to  do  it. 
Hon.  (Gentlemen  opposite  maintain  that 
tluB  Bill  will  attain  that  object.    If  so, 
-why  do  they  not  extend  the  Bill  to  Ire- 
land and  Scotland,  where  the  statistics 
show  there  is  more  drunkenness  than  in 
England  ?  Why  do  they  not  also  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  BiJl  so  as  to  include 
grocers'  licences  ?    If  this  Bill  is  passed 
it  appears  to  me  that  English  brewers 
will  have  to  put  up  the  price  of  beer  in 
order  to  provide  for  compensation  and 
for  the  confiscation  of  l^eir  property, 
whilst  their  Scottish  and  Irish  rivals  will 
be  able  to  undersell  them.    The  Motion 
calls  attention   to  this  Bill  as  failing 
to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance  and 
violating  the  principles  of  equity.  It 
is  an  iniquitous  Bill,  and  I  entirely 
associate  mywlf  with  what  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  has  said  with  regard  to  the 
time-limit.    I  have  no  hesitation  in 
answering  the  Prime  Minister's  question 
by  saying  that  I  do  not  accept  the 
principle  of  the   time-limit.    I  think 
{air  compensation  ought  to  be  paid,  and 
it  is  essential  that  it  should  be  paid. 
The  country  gave  its  opinion  on  this 
subject  in  1895  when  it  pronounced  with 
no  uncertain  voice  on  the  principle  of  the 
Billofl893.  Underthistime-limit  of  four- 
teen years  only  one-third  of  the  trade  will 
be  compensated  whilst  the  two-thirds 
which  mil  have  to  subscribe  to  the  com- 
pensation  fimd   will   be  extinguished 
-without    any    compensation    at  all. 
Aimsat  from  time  immemorial,  from 
1495,    it    has    been    the  practice 
to  extinguish  licences  for  misconduct. 
For  the  last  150  years  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  licensing  benches  not  to  refuse 
to  renew  licences   unless  misconduct 
'has  been  proved,  and  I  do  not  know  why 
this  custom  is  to  be  departed  from 
to-day.     Where    licences    have  been 
renewed  from  year  to  year  something 
very  like  a  vested  interest  has  been 
created.   The  wording  of  the  Memoran- 
dam  of  the  Inland  Revenue  in  1890 
expressly    assumes    that    the  licence 
will  be  renewed.    All  the  explanations 
of  the  Inland  Be  venue  Commissioners 
are  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
annual  licence  will  be  renewed,  and  that 
is  a  material  factor  in  considering  the 
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compensation  and  treatment  which  the 
licensing  trade  should  receive.    If  the 
practice  has  been  wrong,  are  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  prepared  to  refund  all  the 
unfair  rating  and  death  duties  which 
have  been  paid  up  to  the  present  time  9 
Magistrates  have  frequentiy  compelled 
structural  alterations  to  be  made  and 
have  granted  licences  on  the  condition 
that  such  alterations  were  made.  Would 
they    have    compelled    those  altera- 
tions,   and    would    those  conditions 
have    been    accepted,    if    they  hid 
assumed  that   those    licences  would 
not  be  renewed  annually  ?   Again,  we 
hear  that  investors  in  brewery  stocks 
are  mere  speculators.    It  is  a  favourite 
argument  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  benches.    I  entirely  deny  that 
many  of  them  are  speculators.    It  is  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  that  many 
of  the  investors  in  these  stocks  are 
insurance  companies  and  banks,  and  I 
cannot  conceive  that  anyone  in  Ids  sober 
senses  would  say  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
either  insurance  companies  or  banks 
are  speculative  concerns.    On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  managed  with  extreme 
caution,   and  these  investments  were 
certainly  made  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  safe  and  secure.    But  even  g  .ant- 
ing for  tha  sike  of  argim3nt  th.t  in- 
vestors did  not  sufficientiy  connder  all 
the  future,  I  think  you  are  bound  to 
suppose  they  considered  that,  while  one 
or  two  licences  might  not  be  renewed 
in  consequence    of    misconduct,  they 
had   no   reason  whatever   to  assume 
that  all  licences  would  be  swept  away 
at  one  fell  swoop.   No  person,  however 
little  a  speculator,  could  have  assumed 
or  had  any  intuitive  knowledge  to  believe 
that  all  the  licences  connected  with  the 
breweries  in  which  he  has  invested  were 
bodily  to  be  swept  away,  and  that  no 
compensation  would  be  given.   It  is 
one  thing  to  invest  in  a  concern  of  that 
kind  knowing  tiiat  here  and  there  a  licence 
might  be  refused,  but  quite  a  different 
thing  to  say  that  the  investor  could 
reasonably  assume  that  all  the  licences 
were  to  be  taken  away  as  this  Bill  pro- 
poses to  do.    Then  we  are  taunted  with 
bringing  forward  the  argument  about 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  as  if  they 
did  not  exist.    There  are  plenty  of  such 
widows  who  do  exist,  and  there  are 
plenty  who  wiU^  be  ^  exijfgip^^^dly 
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Mt  if  this  Bill  passes  into  law  an  its 
present  form.  There  are  many  who 
have  invested  in  breweries,  and  there  are 
many  who  are  in  a  more  hard-up  condition 
thfUL  the  ordinary  investor.  Only  the 
other  day  a  case  came  to  my  notice  in 
which  a  widow  had  been  left  by  her 
husband  a  public-hoase,  not  very  far 
from  London,  wMch  had  been  perfectly 
veil  conducted,  and  i^inst  which  no 
cause  of  complaint  had  ever  been  found. 
It  was  valued  roughly  at  something  like 
£15,000,  but  it  was  necessary  to  repair 
it  to  a  great  extent,  and  her  trustees 
appU^  to  the  Court  to  sanction  the 
bonowing  of  £10,000  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  lepaixs.  The  Court  looked  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
sanctioned  h«r  borrowing  the  money. 
Sheacoordingly  wentto  a  well-known  bank 
and  borrowed  the  £10,000  she  required 
to  put  the  house  in  order.  Immediately 
after  that  this  Bill  is  introduced.  What 
happened  ?  The  value  of  these  premises, 
even  at  a  liberal  estimate,  is  not  more 
than  about  £6,000»  or  £7.000.  The 
bank  immediately  called  in  the  mortgage, 
because  they  will  necessarily  lose  on 
the  new  valuation,  and  the  woman  who 
has  invested  all  her  little  savings  in  the 
house,  being  unable  to  obtain  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  mortgage,  is  utterly 
ruined,  while  the  bank  itself  loses  con- 
siderably on  the  money  it  had  lent. 
That  is  a  case  of  a  very  serious  character, 
and  not»  I  believe,  an  isolated  case, 
but  it  very  clearly  shows  the  evil  and 
unjust  efiects  of  such  a  Bill  as  this. 
Under  the  principle  of  the  time- 
limit  we  know  that  almost  any- 
thing can  be  done.  My  hon.  and 
learned  friend  has  read  some  of  the 
socialistic  proposals  and  has  referred  to 
the  way  in  wMch  this  proposal  is  likely 
to  be  used  as  a  precedent.  No  doubt  it 
is  a  very  convenient  course  to  fix  a  time- 
limit  within  which  all  institutions — 
all  property — are  to  be  compensated  to 
some  degree,  and  then  to  be  taken  over 
— "  resumed  " — without  compensation. 
If  that  is  to  be  done  with  land,  railways, 
and  mines,  why  ^ould  it  not  be  extended 
to  personal  property?  Why  should 
banks  themselves  not  be  nationalised 
on  a  similar  system  1  I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  understand  why  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  are  prepared  to  introduce  such 
a^precedent  as  this  when  it  is  one  of  the 
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greatest  danger,  and  might  be  appUed 
to  any  useful  industrial  concern.  Sap- 
posing  that  they  secured  State  manage- 
ment for  alt  public-houses,  are  they  quite 
sure  that  it  will  be  efficient  ?  Let  the 
House  remember  that  State  mauf^e- 
ment  means  insecurity  of  tenure,  because 
it  means  that  since  a  licence  is  meiely 
annually  to  be  renewed  the  licensee  may 
very  likely  be  turned  out  at  very  short 
notice,  and  the  effect  of  that  will  be  that 
the  best  licensees  will  not  go  into  that 
kind  of  trade  at  all.  You  will  abolish 
the  most  respectable  publicans  now  carry- 
ing on  the  trade,  and  yon  will  find  only  the 
less  respectable  and  tiiose  more  inclined 
to  be  subject  to  precarious  notice 
willing  to  take  service  under  State 
management.  The  Prime  Minister  has 
said  something  about  extending  the 
fourteen  years  limit,  or  being  willing  to 
be  squeezed  to  some  extent  on  that 
particular  aspect  of  the  question.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  would  not  be  reasonable,  and  be 
prepared  to  put  down  an  Amendment 
enabling  brewers  to  borrow  in  the  same 
way  as  municipalities  do  from  the 
Government,  allowing  for  a  low  rate  of 
interest,  and  a  sinking  fund  to  exterminate 
the  capital  in  sixty  years  or  some  such 
similar  term.  The  State  has  done  it  as 
regards  municipal  bodies.  If  they  wish 
to  otexminate  licences,  why  not  apply 
that  principle  to  the  brewery  trade  1 

MR.ASQUITH:  Ask  the  Chancellox  of 
the  Exchequer. 

I  *Mr.' EVELYN  CECIL:  If  it  is  a 
question  of  money  surely  justice  comes 
before  money,  and  either  this  proposal 
ought  not  to  be  brought  in  at  aXi  or 
sufficient  mtmey  ought  to  be  forthcoming 
to  givecompmsation  to  the  dispossessed 
trade.  Then  again,  the  portion  of  the 
trade  the  heaviest  hit  after  fourteen  years 
is  undoubtedly  the  most  respectable.  It 
will  be  the  fittest  who  will  survive  and 
it  is  those  who  will  have  to  pay  the 
full  -monopoly  value  for  renewal  or 
be  extinguished  without  compensaticm. 
Another  iniquity  of  the  Bill  is  the  loss 
of  employment  it  will  inflict.  Assuming 
that  under  each  licence  on  an  avei^ 
five  people  are  employed,  and  that  some 
32,000  licences  will  be  extinguished  by 
this  Bill,  it  means  that^l60,000  persons 
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vrill  be  deprived  of  their  employment  and 
'will  have  to  find  it  elsewhere,  in  trades 
perhaps  to  which  they  have  not  been 
trained  at  all.  Stall  anoUier  iniquity  of 
the  Bill  is  the  position  of  the  Licensing 
Commissioners.  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment do  intend  to  alter  that.  I  think  it 
is  most  improper  that  the  Licensing 
Commission  should  not  be  responsible  to 
the  House  of  Commons  as  is  proposed  in 
the  Bill  as  drawn.  There  is  no  means  of 
controlling  their  action,  for,  as  the  Bill  at 
present  stands,  their  salaries  will  not 
appear  in  any  Estimate  coming  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  ASQUIXH:  That  has  been 
altered. 

*Mb.  EVELYN  CECIL  :  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  at  any  rate  one  of  the  bad 
provisions  of  the  Bill  is  to  be  changed. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  use  of 
the  Bill.  It  is  contended  that  the  Bill 
will  promote  temperance,  but  we  do  not 
think  that  it  will  really  promote  tem- 
perance. Is  this  Bill  really  wanted  ? 
The  country,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  has 
been  becoming  more  and  more  sober  for 
many  years  past.  Since  1870  the  number 
of  public-houses,  fully  licensed,  has  been 
reduced  from  53-3  per  10,000  of  the 
population  to  27-9.  Of  course,  within 
the  last  three  years,  since  the  Act  of  1904 
hAB  been  in  operation,  the  reduction  has 
been  extremely  rapid.  Last  year  2,010 
licences  were  extinguished,  and  the 
average  for  the  last  three  years  was  1*311. 
Why  not  give  the  Act  of  1904  a  fair 
chance  of  working  ?  It  is  admitted  on 
all  sides  to  be  working  very  well,  and  it 
does  seem,  not  merely  unjust,  but  ex- 
tremely gratuitous,  to  put  in  force  fresh 
measures  for  extinguishing  these  licences. 
I  venture  to  say  that  in  a  very  few  years 
we  should  find  that  the  Act  of  1904 
would  do  everything  for  temperance  that 
this  Bill  is  ever  likely  to  do.  The  nimiber 
of  licences,  also,  is  not  by  any  means  an 
invariable  guide  to  the  amount  of 
drunkenness.  The  statistics  show  how 
utterly  fatuous  any  assumptions  on  that 
basis  really  are.  In  the  Blue-book  on 
licenung  Statistics  recently  published  it 
is  stated  that  Cambridgeshire  has  now 
74-96  Ucences  per  10,000  people.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill  the 
new  allowance  will  be  only  25  per  10,000 
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people,  so  that  in  Cambridgeshire  there 
are  three  times  more  Ucences  than  the 
standard,  while  convictioas,  according  to 
statistics,  are  12 '  7  per  10,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. In  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
there  are  24*60  licences  per  10,000 
people,  but  the  convictions  there  are 
74*22,  or  more  than  six  times  as  manyas 
in  Cambridgeshire.  In  the  City  of 
Gloucester  there  are  33*37  licences  per 
10,000  people,  and  xmder  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  it  should  only  have 
twenty.  The  convictions  there  are 
only  9*73  per  10,000.  West  Ham  has 
now  only  7'  17  licences  per  10,000 
people,  but  under  the  Bill  it  would 
be  entitled  to  double  that  number, 
and  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  are 
already  43*8 per  10,000  of  the  population, 
or  more  than  four  times  higher  than 
Gloucester;  so  that  in  a  temperate 
place  the  Bill  makes  numerous  reduc- 
tions, and  in  a  less  sober  place  it  makes 
none  at  all,  or  positively  allows  an  in- 
crease. These  statistics  show  the  ludi- 
crous absurdity  of  trying  to  fix  a  hard, 
and  fast  line  as  is  done  in  the  First 
Schedule  of  the  Bill,  of  which  the 
modifications  are  qiite  illosory.  Tou  da 
not  necessarily  promote  temperance  by  re- 
ducing the  facilities  for  obtaining  dnnk. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  character,  tone, 
and  geographical  position  of  a  town  or 
district  have  quite  as  much  to  do  with 
it  as  the  number  of  licences— probably 
a  good  deal  more — and  in  abolishing 
these  licences  you  affect  a  large  number  of 
side  interests,  such  as  those  of  commercial 
travellerB  who  make  me  of  these  licensed 
premises  for  the  purposes  of  their  boai- 
ness.  If  you  are  going  to  reduce  the 
number  of  licences  you  will  introduce 
secret  drinking.  [Ministerial  dissent.] 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  that  will 
be  the  case.  Remember,  the  Bill  prohibits 
the  grant  of  new  licences,  but  does  not 
prohibit  the  establishment  of  new  dubs. 
The  magistrates  cannot  refuse  to  register 
new  clubs  merely  because  there  are 
other  drinking  facilities  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. It  is  very  remarkable  that 
since  1904  the  number  of  clubs  registered 
has  largely  increased.  The  total  number 
of  registered  clubs  is  now  about  7,260. 
In  1905  tb^re  was  a  net  increase  d 
132,  in  1906  186,  and  in  1907  240 ;  so 
that  the  tendency  of  clubs  to  increase 
when].the  licenceg,^^j^dS^(9gteady 
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proved  by  atatiatica  which  the  House 
Itoasesses.  And  it  is  likely  that  duba  will 
increase.  Clubs  have  no  licence  duty  to 
pay,  no  compensation  fund  to  which  to 
contribute,  no  restriction  of  hours,  and 
there  is  but  slender  police  supervision  over 
them.  Therefore,  there  is  a  direct  induce- 
ment to  a  vast  multiplication  of  low-class 
clubs  which  will  be  able  to  be  open  all  night 
and  where  the  police  supervision  is  of 
the  slightest.  There  are,  moreover,  clubs 
to  which  public  attention  has  recently 
been  called  in  which,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  not  too  appropriate  entertainments 
are  given  on  Sundays  and  Good  Friday. 
It  will  be  a  great  misfortune  if  bogus  clubs 
are  to  increase  at  all.  Already,  also, 
the  club  promoter  is  looking  about.  He 
seea  that  in  a  wide  extension  of  clubs  he 
has  the  opportunity  of  financial  profit. 
I  am  sure  it  must  be  the  object  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  as  of  hon.  Grentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  to  avoid  passing 
a  Bill  which  is  likely  to  give  rise  to  such 
an  unfortunate  condition  of  afiairs.  I 
should  like  to  suggest  one  or  two  o^her 
criti<»8ms  in  respect  to  clubs.  The 
Prime  Minister,  in  reply  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  CroydoQi  on  the 
Ist  of  this  month  said  that — 

'*  The  club  cUusea  of  this  Bill  have  for  their 
principal  object  the  excliuion  (rf  bad  clubs  from 
T^stntition.  There  is  no  itltaitioa  to  hamper 
tlw  liberties  of  bona  fide  clubs." 

The  intention  may  be  excellent,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  at  all  likely  to  be  carried 
out,  because  the  clauses  are  insufficient 
to  eradicate  ill-conducted  drinking  clubs 
while  degrading  well-conducted  clubs. 
There  ov^t  to  be  a  distinction  made 
between  clubs  which  are  not  conducted 
in  good  faith  and  those  which  are  :  and 
I  would  suggest  to  the  Government  thit 
they  ought  to  consult  respectable  clubs 
before  these  clauses  are  pasc'ed  into  law. 
There  are  numerous  provisions  which 
such  clubs  object  to.  They  object  to  the 
totnsfer  of  the  control  of  clubs  to  the 
licensing  justices  instead  of  being  aa  at 
present  in  the  hands  of  the  petty  sessions 
and  the  Metropolitan  magistrates.  The 
licensing  justices  in  some  districts  have 
strong  antipathies.  They  object  also  that  a 
common  informer,  not  on  oath,  should 
be  able  to  lodge  a  complaint  whkh  would 
force  the  club  in  any  year  to  prove  its 
right  to  renewal  of  the  registration.  Th^ 
man  might  be  a  discharged  servant,  a 

Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil. 


Bill.  1144 

spiteful  poHtical  opponent,  or  a  black* 
mailer;  anditismostunjustthatanysuch 
persons  should  be  given  power  to  object  to 
registration  of  a  respectable  club  merely  to 
gratify  personal  spite.  Then  respectable 
cluba  object  to  being  searched  by 
disguised  police  spies.  They  have  a 
strong  feeling  that  such  ought  not  to  be 
the  case.  It  calls  to  mi  ad  the  days  of 
search  warrants  condemned  by  Lord 
Mansfield  140  years  ago ;  and  I  am  sor- 
priaed  that  any  Government  in  these  days 
should  introduce  anything  analogous  to 
th:it  procedure.  There  is  another  pro- 
vision in,  I  think.  Clause  39  in  which  the 
secretary  to  the  club  is  made  responsible 
for  m'aconduct  and  not  the  committee  of 
the  club.  Surely  the  committee  shouldbe 
made  responsible  for  badbehaviour  and  not 
the  secretary.  In  all  these  respects 
I  think  gratuitous  insults  are  levelled 
at  respectable  clubs.  It  is  possible 
that  some  additional  remedy  of  the 
existing  law  may  be  found  which  might 
do  good  and  which  might  promote 
temp3rance ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
this  Bill  is  the  way  to  do  it.  I  think 
it  possible  that  something  might  be 
done  in  the  direction  of  combining  or 
co-ordinating  the  refreshment  trade  with 
the  licensed  trade  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  here  and  now  to  express  a  definite 
opinion  on  that.  Of  one  thing,  how- 
ever, I  am  quite  sure,  and  that  is  tiist' 
public  opinion  far  more  than  legislation 
is  likely  to  be  efficient  to  promote  tempw- 
ance.  Make  people  feel,  make  them 
realise  the  disgrace  of  drunkenness 
rather  than  legislate  against  liberty. 
Foster  voluntary  self-control;  and  better 
housing  has  also  a  bearing  on  the  question. 
This  Bill  app  3ars  to  me  to  do  the  maximum 
of  harm  to  the  trade,  and  to  bring  the 
mioimum  amount  of  reform  to  the 
drunkard.  If  it  passes  at  all,  which 
may  be  doubted,  it  certainly  will  not 
pass  in  any  form  resembling  its  present 
shape.  Moderate  restrictions,  iu  the 
history  of  the  world,  are  what  have  always 
been  proved  to  be  most  successful 
Excessive  severity  provokes  evasion; 
and  excessive  laxity  creates  indulgence. 
Hon.  Geiitlemen  opp3site,  in  their  seal 
for  tempsraiace,  which  is  an-  excelleat 
cause,  are  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the 
claims  of  justice,  which  is  a  qnalitf 
of  equal  worth;    and  iojustice.  may 
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pazade  in  the  cloak  of  virtue,  but  it 
cuinot  keep  up  the  diagnise. 

Amendment  proposed : — 

*'  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That '  to  the 
end  of  the  question,  in  order  to  add  the  words, 
'  this  House  declines  to  proceed  further  with 
a  measure  which,  while  failing  to  promote  the 
cause  of  temperance,  Tiolates  the  principles  of 
equity.'  *'—{]£r.  Can.) 

Question  proposed^  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
th»  Question." 

*1{r.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  Last  year  the  Leader  of  the 
exposition,  whose  absence  from  this 
debate  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  de- 
plore as  much  as  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
was  good  enough  to  express  some  solici- 
tude as  to  the  state  of  mind  in  which  I 
should  find  myself  in  the  early  part  of  this 
session.  He  feared,  he  said,  that  the 
Qovemment  would  not  fulfil  the  pledge 
they  had  given,  and  next  he  thought  I 
should  not  like  tbe  Bill  when  I  saw  it. 
I  am  thankful  that  his  solicitude  may  be 
relieved  on  both  points ;  and  I  want  to 
express  on  this,  the  first  opportunity 
given  me,  my  gratitude  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  fulfilment  this  session  of 
the  pledge  they  gave  to  place  this  question 
in  the  forefront  of  their  legislative  pro- 
gramme. It  has  been  not  without  diffi- 
culty and  agunst  some  pressure  that 
they  have  done  so,  and  I  think  that  they 
are  entitled  to  our  gratitude  for  so 
fulfilling  their  pledges.  The  question 
whether  I  should  like  the  Bill  or  not 
was  also  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  therefore  I  venture  to  tell  him 
that  I  like  it  very  much.  I  desire  to 
congratulate  the  Government  upon  tiie 
courage  they  have  shown  in  this  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  told  us  to-day  that  he  was 
not  surprised  or  intimidated  by  the 
outcry  with  which  the  Bill  was  re- 
ceived, and  I  think  that  before  the  end 
of  the  session  is  reached  he  and  the 
Government  will  reap  the  reward  of  their 
courage,  and  that  therefore  the  Oppontion 
may  learn  from  observation  if  not  from 
experiment  thit  courage  in  politics  does 
sometimes  pay.  Their  Government  in 
1904  preferred  to  surrendei  to  the 
brewers  and  they  reaped  their  reward 
in  1906.  [Ironical  Opposition  [cheers.] 


Hon.  Members  opposite  may  jeer,  but  I 
believe  that  the  conduct  of  'the  late 
(Government  towa  xls  the  justices  and  the 
surrender  which  they  made*  to  the  brewers 
in  1904  had  more  to  do  with  their  defeat 
in  ^1906  than  is  gene~aUy  supposed.  A 
shock  was  given  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  nation  which  was  by  no  means 
forgotten  when  the  general  election 
came  round  :  and  I  think  this  Govern- 
ment  has  strengthened  its  position  by 
takii^  its  stand  at  the  head  of  the  moral 
forces  of  the  country.  The  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  end  learned  Member 
declares  tiiat  the  Bill  does  not  tend 
to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance. 
I  noticed,  both  in  his  speedi  and  in  that 
of  the  secon^r  of  the  Amendment,  a 
warm  tribute  to  the  cause  of  temperance 
and  a  declaration  that  if  the  Bill  made 
for  the  good  of  that  cause  it  would  have 
no  more  earnest  supporters  than  them- 
selves. I  have  listened  to  many 
temperance  debates  in  this  House,  and  I 
have  never  heard  one  in  which  the  mover 
or  seconder  of  an  Amendment  did  not 
declare  that  he  was  more  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  temperance  than  those  who  were 
supporting  the  Bill,  but  they  have 
always  found  that  theparticular  measure 
which  is  before  the  House  is  one  which 
will  not  forward  the  cause  of  temperance. 
Outside  this  House  the  same  melhod 
of  opposition  to  this  Bill  is  beii^; 
pi-rsued  by  various  people.  We  find 
that  the  stockbrokers  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  Bill  because  it  will  not 
promote  temperance.  I  notice,  too, 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Hammer- 
smith has  been  at  the  pains  of  collecting 
the  names  of  a  number  of  solicitors 
who  were  against  this  Bill,  because 
they  said  it  would  do  nothing  for  the 
cause  of  temperance.  I  wonder  why  it  has 
not  occurred  to  that  learned  profession, 
for  which  I  have  a  great  respect  and 
which  we  all  consult  in  certain  difficulties, 
that  they  make  themselves  ridiculous 
by  their  cliiming  to  pronounce  whether 
this  measure  is  or  is  not  in  support 
of  the  cause  of  temperance.  If  they  had 
given  UB  a  lecture  on  licensing  law  we 
might  have  listened  to  them,  but 
when  they  undertake  to  tell  us  what 
is  good  or  not  good  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance we  cannot  pay  attention  to  them. 
There  are  some  bodies  in  this  country 
who  have  some  claim  to  lMrrej£Eird4d.as 
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experts  on  this  temperance  qoeBtion, 
and  those  are  the  temperance  societies. 
There  are  many  of  them  who  for 
seventy  or  eighty  years  have  been 
working  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and 
at  the  present  moment  all  these 
Bocietiea,  which  have  had  their  differences 
in  the  past  and  which  in  dealing  with  this 
great  national  evil  of  intemperance  have 
suggested  difierent  remedies — all  these 
societies  are  supporting  the  GoTemment 
Bill.  That  is  a  most  remarkable  result, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  Government 
Bill  on  this  question  which  has  ever  been 
in  that  proud  position  before.  That 
does  not  mean  that  this  is  the  Bill  of  the 
societies,  because  it  is  not  their  Bill, 
or  that  of  any  or  all  of  them,  but 
the  whole  of  the  temperance  societicB 
in  the  comitry  recognise  on  the  part  of 
the  Qovemment  a  statesmanlike  attempt 
to  solve  a  difficult  problem,  and  therefore, 
sinking  all  minor  differences,  they  are 
ranged  behind  the  Government  on  this 
Bill.  In  their  judgment,  and  I  (U>m 
they  are  quite  as  good  judges  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  it  is  a  measure 
which  makes  for  temperance  reform, 
and  they  believe  that  the  reduction  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill  are  of  a  beneficial 
nature.  They  do  not  express  the  opinion 
•that  reduction  alone  is  going  to  solve 
the  problem  of  temperance,  and  I  venture 
to  think  that  the  quotation  from  Mr. 
Qladstone  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  gave  has  been  often  somewhat 
misused.  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  his  letter  to 
Lord  Thring,  was  not  arguing  against 
Teduction :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  well 
known  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
reduction,  but  he  said  that  reduction 
alone  is  not  enough  and  that  reduction, 
if  pretending  to  the  honour  of  a  remedy 
in  itself,  was  little  better  than  an  impos- 
ture. You  must  try  other  things,  and 
he,  in  the  course  of  his  career,  tried 
other  remedies,  some  of  them  suc- 
cessful ai.d  some  of  th"m  unsuccessful, 
«nd  he  never  supposed,  and  I  do  not 
think  anyone  ever  supposed,  that  the 
mere  reduction  of  licences  in  this  country 
could  be  a  complete  remedy  for  the 
evils  of  intemperance.  And  then  let  me 
say  with  regard  to  the  statistics  whl-  h 
have  been  quoted  that  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  that  they  are  of  very  little 
value  as  proving  the  use  of  reduction, 
for  this  reason,  that  there  are  too  many 
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attendant  circumstances  in  x^gai  to 
redaction  and  in  connection  with  urests 
for  drunkenness — circumstances  having 
regard  to  different  police  and  difietent 
magistrates — to  make  any  compariaoa 
between  different  localities  of  much  value. 
I  do  not  think,  therefore,  we  hsTS 
matmal  for  estimating  what  is  the 
real  effect  of  reduction  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.   But  where  you  have  the 
opportunity  of  comparing  is  in  a  plsce 
like  Liverpool  where  the  justices  de- 
Uberately  set  themselves  to  a  policy 
of  reduction,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  a   policy  of   strict  administration, 
with  this  result,  that  whereas  at  fint 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
convictions  because  of   the  stringent^ 
of  Uie  administration  of  tiie  law,  as  time 
went  on  and  the  reduction  was  carried 
into  effect  the  convictions  in  Liverpool 
became  reduced  far  more  than  in  pro- 
portion to  the  reduction  of  licences. 
I  believe  that  that  will  be  the  experience 
everywhere.    The  hon.  Member  quoted 
the  majority  Report  of  the  Commission. 
He  referred  to  one  extract,  and  I  will 
refer  to  another  in  which  they  sfud 
t^at   it  could  not  be  denied  thst 
in     enormous     districts  throughout 
the  country,  if  not  universally,  owing  to  ' 
past  lax  administration  of  the  licensiif 
authorities,  or  in  some  cases  because  cf  | 
I  the  diminution  of  the  population,  ani  . 
I  especially    because    of   the  unlimitei 
I  increase   of   beer-shops  between    18?)  1 
I  and  1869,  an  increase  over  which  tl4 
I  licensing  authority  could  exercise  rd 
discretion,  there  was  at  that  time 
]  considerable  congestion  of  licences.  They 
therefore,  regarded  a  large  suppressioj 
of  them  as  essential,  and  though  I  admi 
that  the  majority  did  not  recommend  tlx< 
particular  form  of  reduction  of  so  man; 
houses  to  so  many  hundred  or  so  man 
thousand   of   population,  neverthele: 
they  did  suggest  that  you  should  h 
regard  to  the  density  of  the  populati 
and  to  local  considerations — cUffere: 
between  town  and  country  tnd  so  f 
— such  as  are  taken  account  of 
embodied  in  the  scheme  of  the 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  not  possible  f 
hon.  Member  to  justify  his  contentio 
there  is  nothing  in  the  majority 
to  support  the  proposals  of  the  p 
Government.    But  while  we  are 
this  reduction,  ^ot  solely  be^u 
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^ing  to  leduc^  tlie  temptations  to 
prinking,  I  do  think  that  it  will  reduce 
those   temptations   in   certain  places, 
•and  that  is  a  consideration  which  ought 
sot  to  be  lost  sight  of.    It  is  a  con- 
^deiation  which  was  very  much  pressed 
upon  the  Royal  Commission  oy  the 
evidence  of  many  witnesses,  including 
-the  new  Member  for  North-West  Man- 
chester in  his  salad  days.   He  emphasised 
the  great  value  of  reduction  in  dinunishiug 
temptation  to  those  who  happen  to  be 
the  victims  of  the  drinking  habit.  Then, 
again,  the  redaction  is  valuable  from  the 
point  of  view  of  administration  pf  the 
uquor  laws  generally,  as  it  raises  the 
«tondard.  When  the  process  of  reduction 
is  going  on  it  raises  the  standard  of  the 
houses  in  the  locality  in  which  it  is  going 
on,  and  there  is  a  sort  of  competition 
among  the  licensees  that  their  houses 
should  be  better  managed  than  those  of 
their   neighbours,   so   that   when  the 
magistrates  are  framing  their  schemes 
of  redaction  their  licence  should  not 
be   the  one  which  is  taken  away. 
I  admit  that  the  force  of  that  has 
been  very  greatly  weakened  by  the 
compensation  system  set  up  by  the  Act 
of  1904,  but  it  is  still  desired  by  the 
licensees  in  most  cases,  though  not  in 
all,  to  have  their  licences  renewed,  and 
there  slall  is  the  pressure  when  reduction 
is  going  on  to  raise  the  standard  of 
conduct  of  licensed  houses.   Again,  it 
renders  supervision  easier  on  the  part 
of  the    police   and  of   the  licensing 
authority,  and  that   is  a  matter  of 
importance.    In  regard  to  our  licensing 
s^tem.  we  start  Irom  the  proposition 
that  the  trade  is  a  dangerous  one  which 
Toquires  to  be  carefully  regulated  and 
vatched,  and  if  that  is  not  conceded 
in  this  House  there  is  little  common 
^ound  upon  this  question ;  but  con- 
ceding that,  it  is  of  great  importance 
that  houses  should  not  be  in  any  imdue 
proportion  in  any  particular  locality, 
since  it  makes  administration  and  super- 
Tision  very  much  easier.    I  should  have 
thought  that  provided  they  got  the 
compensation  value   settled   to  their 
satis&tction  the  trade  had  no  reason  to 
object  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
licensed  houses  throughout  the  coimtry. 
Where  a  place  is  over-licensed,  and  we  all 
agree  that  some  places  are  over^Ucensed, 
tiiey  will  gain  by  having  the  number  of 
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licences  reduced  to  a  reasonable  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  and  from  that 
point  of  view  I  do  not  think  they  can 
object  to  the  reduction-  I  also  fail  to 
see  how  any  supporter  of  the  Act  of  1904 
can,  after  all,  object  to  reduction  when 
they  passed  an  Act  in  which  the  very 
turn  of  its  supporters  was  to  bring  about  a 
large  reduction.  We  were  told  by  the 
seconder  that  this  reduction  was  going  to 
bring  about  a  large  amount  of  unem- 
ployment, and,  although  I  should  regard 
that  if  I  thought  it  was  true  as  a  very 
serious  objection  to  the  Bill,  I  do  not 
accept  the  figures  he  gave  as  to  the 
number  of  people  who  are  Ukely  to  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  passing 
this  BiU.  He  estimated  five  to  every 
licensed  hoose  and  said  there  would  be 
some  10,000  annually  thrown  out  of  work 
as  the  result  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 
I  think  that  e3timate  is  preposterous. 
I  can  find  no  grouud  for  calculating  that 
there  would  be  any  such  number.  I 
shouhl  think  the  number  would  be  a  little 
over  one  to  every  house.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  under  this  Bill  it  is  not 
the  largest  and  most  important  houses 
which  are  going  to  be  closed,  and  in  many 
country  districts  at  any  rate,  in  the  case 
of  a  great  many  houses,  the  licensee  has 
another  occupation.  He  is  often  a 
blacksmith  or  small  farmer  or  painter, 
or  is  carrying  on  some  teade,  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  in  the  case 
of  every  licence  reduced  someone  will 
be  thrown  out  of  employment.  I  should 
say,  instead  of  10,000,  between  2,000  and 
3,000  would  be  far  nearer  the  true 
figures  of  those  who  will  h^ve  to  seek  em- 
ployment. But  even  that  number  is 
worth  considering.  I  do  not  lightly  throw 
2,000  or  3,000  men  out  of  work  in  these 
times,  and  I  ask  myself  what  prospect 
is  there  for  them  to  find  employment.  I 
find  that  there  are  a  great  many  transfers 
in  this  trade ;  I  cannot  tell  the  exact 
number.  The  Home  Secretary  has  been 
asked  for  it,  but  we  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  get  it.  I  should  put  the  number 
of  trailers  at  not  less  than  3,000  a  year, 
that  is  well  within  the  mark,  and  that 
number  alone  would  suffice  to  make  open- 
ingi  for  these  men.  ["  How  ? "]  When 
there  is  a  transfer  a  new  occupant  ia  pro- 
pDsed,  and  in  such  cases  the  old  occupant 
often  has  difficulty  in  getting  employment 
again  owing  to^  hb  haTg^;sy^^  ■  hU 
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record  and  lost  his  character,  but  the  men 
now  in  question  would  be  men  of  excellent 
and  unblemished  character,  and  they 
would  get  places.  But  I  do  not  want  to 
press  that  point  too  far.  Then  there  are 
a  large  number  of  deaths  in  this  trade, 
which  is  the  most  dangerous  industry  in 
the  country.  ['*  Oh  !  "]  I  do  not  state 
that  on  my  own  authority,  but  though  I 
have  not  the  iigures  by  me,  the  Registrar- 
General  calculates  the  mortality  figures  in 
different  trades,  and  I  find  that  of  all  the 
industries  of  the  country  far  and  away  the 
most  dangerous  is  that  of  selling  liquor  over 
the  counter  to  people  in  our  large  cities. 
The  people  who  live  longest  in  this 
country  are  the  clergy  and  minkters  of 
zeligion,  because  they  are  good.  Lawyers, 
good  as  they  are,  do  not  live  so  long  as 
ministers  of  religion.  Whilst  ministers 
of  religion  are  at  one  end  of  the  scale, 
potmen  and  barmen  are  at  the  other. 
The  brewers  are  pret^  low  doitn,  but 
the  potoien  and  barmen  are  at  the 
bottom.  From  that  cause  alone  there 
.are  many  vacancies  in  this  business, 
not  less  than  from  5,000  to  6,000.  There- 
fore, from  that  cause  alone  you  have 
ample  vacancies  to  swallow  up  the  men 
who  lose  their  employment  by  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  these  houses. 
All  that  will  be  necessary  is  that  tv  o  or 
three  thousand  young  men  should  go 
into  other  trades.  The  money  spent 
in  liquor  is  largely  drawn  from  that 
required  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
if  it  were  not  spent  in  liquor  it  would 
be  spent  on  furniture,  clothing,  and 
other  necessaries.  Therefore,  from  the 
diminished  consumption  of  drink  there 
would  arise  a  demand  for  these  articles 
in  other  trades.  That  is  the  experience 
of  countries  where  tkey  have  had 
the  wit  to  banish  the  liquor  shop. 
They  find  in  those  countries  that  there 
is  a  demand  growing  up  for  other  articles. 
The  phenomenal  growth  of  ro-lirence 
areas  in  the  United  States,  New  Zea- 
land, and  Australia  is  not  due 
to  the  me:e  sp-e^d  of  teetottlism. 
It  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that 
business  men  have  found  out  that  the 
diminished  opportunity  for  spending 
money  on  liquor  leads  to  increased 
demand  for  other  materials.  If  I  might 
borrow  a  term  from  the  Stock  Exchange, 
a  sltmip  in  liquor  means  a  boom  in 
every  other  industry.   The  h<m.  Member 
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complains  of  the  changed  basis  kt 

compensation,  but  to  my  mind  ^t 
is  one  of  the  very  best  things  I  find  in 
this  Bill,  and  one  of  the  most  just. 
I  cannot  find  any  justice  what- 
ever in  the  present  system.  In  the 
Return  granted  to  my  hon.  frioid 
the  Member  for  the  Spen  Vallejr  witii 
regard  to  the  compensation  paid  for 
houses  suppressed  m  London,  I  find 
houses  which  have  been  paid  compensa- 
tion amounting  to  120  and  130  times 
the  annual  assessment  for  local  puiposes. 
There  can  be  no  justification  for  sucit 
compensation  as  this.  The  "Ciolden 
Pleece"  at  Bermondsey  received  £8,69& 
as  compensation  for  the  non-renewal  ef 
the  licence,  llie  house  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  brewery  company,  who 
can  let  it  as  a  shop  and  no  doubt  get 
considerable  rent  for  it.  That  house, 
with  its  licence,  was  assessed  at  £67  a 
year  for  the  London  rates,  and^  the 
compensation  was  close  upon  130  times 
that  assessment.  In  that  case  one  of  two 
things  must  be  admitted.  Either  tlie 
compensation  given  was  too  great  ©r 
the  assessment  for  the  local  rating  pur- 
poses was  far  too  small.  The  trade  can 
take  their  choice.  They  can  either  be 
assessed  at  the  proper  annual  value  for 
the  purposes  of  the  rates  which  they 
help  so  much  to  create,  or  else  when 
the  time  comes  they  ^rill  receive  leas 
compensation.  They  cannot  have  it 
both  ways.  They  must  pay  and  be 
paid  on  the  same  basis.  I  will  not 
argue  the  question  of  the  pubUcan 
very  much.  He  will  receive  more 
compensation  tht^n  at  present,  and 
his  position  will  be  better  in 
this  respect,  that  when  this  Bill 
becomes  law  it  will  go  far  to  de- 
stroy the  tied  house  system.  An  hon. 
Member  complained  that  certain  hoi. 
Members  of  this  House  had  gone  round 
appealing  to  the  publicans  of  the 
country  to  support  this  Bill  because  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  them;  I  think 
they  have  done  quite  rightly,  because 
the  Bin  will  go  fu  to  end 
the  tied  house  system.  Now,  let 
me  turn  to  the  time-limit.  As  I 
understood  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber, he  does  not  object  to  the  time-Umit 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  words  were 
used  BO  much  in  this  House  during  the 
I  deb.t«  on  the  Art  of  (M^Q^^gi  eM 
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that  he  has  drawn  attention  to  the  two 
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fold  character  of  the  time-limit,  because 
I  agree  with  him.  The  time-limit  in 
this  case  is  two-fold.  At  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  the  compeosation  arrange- 
ment set  up  in  1904  is  to  come  to  an 
end.  I  always  thought  the  State  made 
a  mistake  when  it  entered  into  that 
business  at  all  and  helped  the  trade 
to  insure  itself.  I  believe  the  trade  was 
quite  competent  to  insure  itself,  and  if 
it  had  been  left  to  itself  we  should  have 
been  better  o£E  to-day.  But  with  four- 
teen years  notice,  I  think  they  will 
be  able  to  insure  themselves  at  a 
small  cost  just  as  they  were  able  to 
insure  themselves  prior  to  1904.  For 
the  purpose  of  considmng  the  time-limit 
from  the  other  point  of  view  we  may  put 
the  Act  of  1904  on  one  side,  and  suppose 
it  had  never  been  passed.  It  is  con- 
tended by  hon.  Members  opposite  that 
the  State  has  no  right  at  the  end  of  any 
period  of  years  to  change  the  system  of 
the  taxation  of  the  liquor  trade,  because 
that  is  what  the  "  monopoly  ^ne  "  of 
the  houses  amounts  to.  It  amounts  to 
putting  a  tax  of  some  magnitude  on  the 
trade  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years  from 
now.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
two  lines  of  criticism  supposed  to  be 
contradictory,  namely,  the  statement 
that  the  brewers  are  going  to  be 
ruined,  and  th \t  the  consumption  of  beer  is 
not  going  to  be  less.  Those  statements 
appear  to  destroy  each  other,  but  that 
really  is  not  the  ease,  because  the  brewers 
are  affectedbythisBill,  not  solely  because 
they  are  brewers,  but  because  they  are 
the  owners  of  licensed  houses.  They 
have  changed  from  brewers  into  specu- 
lators in  licensed  houses.  That  is  the 
root  of  the  opposition  to  this  Bill. 
Unch  of  the  talk  upon  this  matter 
would  seem  to  throw  on  the  Grovem- 
ment  the  responsibility  for  the  depres- 
sion of  brewery  shares.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  The  Times,  which  is 
certainly  not  a  great  friend  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  of  this  Bill — it  is  not  in  the 
leading  columns  certainly — but  in  the 
financial  and  conomercial  supplement 
where  one  is  supposed  to  find  facts 
it  h:is  been  poin  ed  out  that  it  is  not 
this  Bill  that  has  killed  the  brewery 
market : 

"  The  market  was  dead  before,  and  dead  as 
the  resnlt  of  the  speculation  in  tied  houses 


which  culminated  ten  years  ago  and  has  bean 
collapeing  ever  since," 

The  predicament  in  which  the  brewers  find 

themselves  is  not  of  our  creation,  and  they 
have  no  right  now  to  ask  us  to  stay  our 
hand  in  order  that  they  may  have  more 
time  to  get  back  what  they  have  lost  in 
speculation.  They  knew  what  they  were 
<£>ing;  they  knew  I  hat  the  monopoly  value 
which  they  were  buying  was  a  most 
precarious  value.  1  have  had  several 
circulars  sent  to  me ;  I  have  here  a 
circular  from  Meux's  Brewery  Company, 
from  which  I  find  that  the  paid  up 
capital  is  £2,000,000,  of  which  £1,500,000 
is  debentures  and  preference  stock,  and 
£500,000  ordinary  share  capital  Of  the 
debent'J'.es  and  p  e&rence  s'ock  I  find 
that  only  £8,861  isheldbythelicensedand 
allied  trades.  That  was  sent  to  me  to  im- 
press upon  me  the  number  of  widows  and 
orphans  who  would  be  ruined  by  this  Bill^ 
but  it  makes  a  very  different  impression. 
It  shows  me  that  the  brewers  knew 
very  well  what  they  were  investing  in, 
and  they  have  sold  out  to  a  less  instructed 
public.  They  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  monopoly  value  was  most  precarious ; 
it  depended  on  the  law  remaining  as  it 
was.  They  had  no  right  to  assume  that 
Parliament  was  not  going  to  alter  the 
law.  Parliament  has  perpetually  altered 
the  law  in  regard  to  the  liquor  trade.  If 
you  look  at  the  Statute-book  you  will  find 
that  hardly  a  year  has  passed  without 
some  law  being  placed  upon  it  which 
affects  the  liquor  trade  and  its  profits. 
Very  stringent  laws  are  passed  sometime*. 
Mr.  Ritchie,  who  sat  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  in  1882  was  instrumental  in 
passing  a  Bill  which  brought  the  beer 
ofi-licences  under  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrates,  and  many  of  those  beer- 
houses were  closed  without  any  com- 
pensation being  given.  That  was  done 
without  any  time-limit  and  without  any 
compensation  whatever  being  provided- 
Parliament  has  never  parted  with  its 
right  to  legislate  on  this  matter ;  it  ia 
the  one  thing  which  it  has  got  in  return 
for  the  monopoly  value  granted  for 
nothing.  The  monopoly  value  depends 
also  on  the  habits  of  the  neighbourhood. 
When  a  great  advocate  like  Father 
Mathew  arises,  the  consumption  of  drink 
sinks  to  almost  nothing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood   whore    his    influfflree    is  i  felt. 
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Monopoly  value  defends  also  on .  the 
action  of  the  iostices.  I  am  soie 
the  hon.  and  leamed  Member  will 

not  deny  thst  the  justices  were 
free,  ii  they  chose,  to  grant  licenoes 
to  all  and  simdry  who  applied.  They 
tried  in  Liverpool  the  experiment 
of  free  trade  in  licences,  and  the  result 
of  it  was  that  there  was  no  monopoly 
value  left  in  a  licence,  because  the 
monopoly  value  depended  solely  on  a 
oontintuuice  of  the  policy  of  restriotion. 
It  has  not  been  contested,  and  cannot 
be  contested — I  am  not  going  to  enter 
into  a  legal  argument — that  tht  justices 
have  a  full  discretion  to  refuse  the  re- 
newal of  the  licence  of  an  individual  house 
if  they  think  fit  to  do  so.  Therefore, 
in  buying  up  any  licensed  house  it 
is  clear  tlutt  the  brewers  were  purchasing 
a  most  precarious  interest.  They  ran 
all  those  risks  because  of  the  high  profits 
.which  they  thought  they  would  make. 
All  I  can  say  is  that,  if  they  have  not 
written  down  the  value  of  the  licensed 
properties  as  th^  bought  them — many  of 
them  have,  I  know — it  is  one  of  the  most 
scandalous  chapters  in  the  whole  history  of 
rotten  finance,  either  in  this  or  in  any  othfiv 
country.  They  ought  never  to  have 
paid  those  high  values  for  precarious 
properties,  and  the j  ought  to  have 
written  them  down  by  a  large  percentage 
each  year  after  the  transaction. 
But,  instead  of  doing  that,  they  have 
ilistributed  large  dividends^  and  disposed 
of  shares  in  th^  companies  to  a  confiding 
public,  and  I  hold  that  they  must 
bear  the  blame  for  any  difficulty  which 
widows  and  orphans  may  at  present 
experience.  I  think  this  monopoly  value 
is  enormously  exastgerated  in  all  the 
current  talk.  I  think  in  the  estimates 
that  are  made  of  it  a  great  deal  is  reckoned 
-which  is  not  monopoly  value  at  all ;  and 
I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Prime  Minister  to-day 
that  he  h?d  it  in  his  mind  to  try  to  give 
■some  clear  definition  of  what  tlus  mono- 
poly value  is.  I  believe  that  ir  the 
estimate  of  £100,000,000,  or  thereabouts, 
ordinary  profits  are  included ;  but 
as  I  understand  it,  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion at  all  to  include  in  the  monopoly 
value  anything  except  those  extra  profits 
which  are  conferred  upon  the  liquor 
trade  over  and  above  all  other  trades, 
as  a  result  of  monopoly.   I  believe,  for 
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the  purpose  of  writing  down  that  mono- 
fwly  value,  the  limit  of  fourteen  years  isa 
generous  one.  I  noticed  that  tiie  hon. 
Member  for  Walton  in  his  speech  on  the 
First  Reading  of  the  Bill  did  not  expect 
such  a  generous  limit.  He  had  prepared 
his  figures  on  the  basis  of  a  ten-yean 
limit,  which,  I  imagine,  was  tike  basis 
on  which  be  expected  the  Govern- 
ment would  start.  Personally,  I  wish 
the  Government  had  ohosen  ten  years, 
a  limit  which  would  have  met  the 
justice  of  the  case.  The  Oovenunent 
have  been  most  generous,  I  claim,  to  the 
trade,  and,  if  anything,  they  have  not 
perhaps  been  qmte  careful  enough  of  the 
great  interests  of  the  nation.  Gerfcunly, 
if  there  be  a  failure  anywhere,  it  is  not 
towards  the  liquor  trade  but  rather 
towards  the  nation.  But  the  trade  in 
the  time-limit  allowed  can  easily,  I  think, 
write  off  the  monopoly  value.  I  un 
glad  to  see  that  they  are  already' making 
an  attempt  to  do  it.  I  understand  that 
aTgreat  brewery  company  in  Watford 
have  declined  to  renew  their  subscription 
of  lOs.  fid.  a  year,  which  they  have  con- 
tributed for  some  tiiirty  years  to  the 
Ragged  School  Fund  to  provide  a  holiday 
outing  for  the  children.  For  thirty  yean 
they  have  paid  the  subscription  without 
gnmibling  or  demur,  out  of  the  gladness 
of  their  heart  and  the  fulness  of  t^ieit 
pocket,  but  now,  without  warning, 
without  a  fourteen  years  limit,  witii 
only  twenty-four  hours  notice,  they  have 
cut  off  that  10s.  6d.  I  do  not  complain. 
They  are  within  their  rights.  But  so  an 
we  within  our  rights  in  proposing  thst 
in  fifteen  years  from  now  the  nation 
shall  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
new  arrangement  with  regard  to 
licences.  I  welcome  very  heartily  the 
local  option  proposals  of  the  Bill,Vand, 
unlike  the  hon.  and  leamed  Uemba 
who  moved  the  Amendment,  I  regard 
with  the  greatest  hope  the  application 
of  this  principle.  I  believe  that  when  Uie 
people  get  the  power  into  their  hands 
they  will  use  it  for  the  better  regulataos 
ef  the  trade,  and  for  the  improvement  of 
their  own  condition,  just  as  do  Uie 
people  of  the  United  Stotes,  and  of  oar 
Colonies.  The  local  option  provisions 
will  operate  inunediately  in  regard  to 
new  licences,  and  that  is  a  point  which 
has  been  much  emphasised  by  my  hon. 
friend,  the  Leader  of  tibe  Labour  Party 
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in  this  House,  the  Member  for  Barnard 
Castle.  He  has  pointed  out  that  work- 
ing men  very  often  invest  their  savings 
in  house  property,  and,  with  the  aid  o! 
cheap  transport,  they  taW  their  families 
to  live  in  places  where  there  are  no 
public-houses.  But,  unfortunately,  in 
too  many  cases  the  brewers'  agent 
follows  them  up,  and  sometimes  precedes 
them,  and  working  men,  having  invested 
their  money  in  houses  situate  in  areas 
where  they  hoped  to  be  free  from  the 
pnblic-honse,  &id  that  they  have  not 
escaped  it  after  all.  This  provision  for 
local  option  in  regard  to  new  licences 
will  be  of  great  importance  in  the 
growing  suburbs  of  our  cities,  and 
the  people  will  be  able  to  keep  them  free 
from  public-houses,  if  they  desire  to  do 
so.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  when  a 
publio'house  comes  into  a  neighbour- 
nood  other  property  goes  down  in  value. 
I  noticed  in  the  speech  of  the  Prime 
flfinister,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  what  I 
venture  to  think  was  an  error.  He  said 
that  you  could  arrive  at  the  value  of  a 
licensed  house  by  comparing  it  with  the 
value  of  the  house,  exactly  similar,  next 
door,  but  without  a  licence,  'fha.t,  I 
tiiink,  is  a  fallacy.  The  moment  you 
grant  s  licence  to  one  of  two  houses 
exactly  similar  and  next  door  to  each 
other,  that  house  which  has  not  got  the 
licence  immediately  becomes  diminished 
in  value.  Indeed,  a  great  part  of  the 
value  of  licensed  property  in  this  country 
ia  positively  sucked  ttom  the  surrounding 
property.  We  have  this  proved  by  the 
rents  which  are  obtained  in  districts  where 
there  are  no  publichouses.  Not  only 
is  there  to  be  local  option  with  regard  to 
new  licences,  but  it  will  come  into  opera- 
tion with  regard  to  all  licences  at 
the  end  of  the  time-limit.  On  this 
point  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment a  question.  Section  2  of  Clause  3 
provides  l^at — 

**  Local  option  sh-iU,  after  the  term  ination 
of  tb«  reductirai  period,  become  exercisable  in 
such  »  manner  as  Parliament  may  determine, 
both  as  to  prohibition  and  as  to  the  limitation 
<rf  the  number  of  licences." 

What  I  want  to  ask  the  Government  is 
this  :  As  I  understand  it,  if  no  fresh 
legislation  be  passed  by  Parliament,  the 
licences,  being  new  licences  at  the  end 
of  fourteen  years,  will  become  subject 
to  the  local  option  provisions  of  Clause 


2;  that  is  to  say,  the  majority  of  the 
population  may  decide  by  their  votes 
that  there  shall  be  no  licence  in  their 
neighbourhood.  I  ask  the  Government 
if  they  can  give  me  an  answer  on  that 
point.  ["  It  is  so."]  I  am  told  that  it 
is  exactly  as  I  have  interpreted  the  Bill 
namely,  that  unless  Parliament  doet. 
legislate,  this  local  option  becomes  auto- 
matically operative  under  the  provisions 
of  Clause  2.  That  is  a  provision  to 
which  we  attach  the  utmost  value,because 
the  Parliament  of  some  future  day,  not 
being  like  the  present  one,  might  not  be 
so  keen  to  entrust  the  people  of  this 
country  with  the  right  to  veto  licences. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  to  those  who 
advocate  temperance,  local  option  is  the 
one  great  issue  between  the  forces  of  tem- 
perance and  of  drink  the  world  over.  It 
is  by  local  option  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  been  successful 
in  vetoing  the  liquor  traffic.  In  the 
debate  on  the  First  Beading,  statistics 
were  quoted  to  show  that  local  option  had 
not  diminished  drinking,  but  1  noticed 
that  the  licensed  trade  in  America 
became  so  alarmed  by  the  results  of 
local  option  and  prohibition  in  the  States 
that  they  stmimoned  a  great  convention 
which  met  a  month  ox  two  ago.  Its 
purpose  was  to  put  the  trade  ri^t  before 
the  American  Press  and  public,  who 
had  misunderstood  that  trade,  and  to 
ofier  to  assist  towards  obtaining  a  model 
licensing  law  for  the  solution  of  the 
great  problem  of  regulating  the  liquor 
traffic.  That  does  not  altogether  look 
as  if  they  were  satisfied  w^ith  the  progress 
of  local  option  in  the  States,  where  some 
36,000,000  are  living  to-day  in  no-Ucence 
areas.  Another  feature  of  the  Bill  to 
which  I  attach  value  is  the  increased 
power  which  is  given  to  the  local  licensing 
authority.  Power  is  given  to  the  local 
licensing  authority  to  put  an  end  to  on- 
sih  of  liquor  on  Sundays.  I  do  not  see 
why  the  option  should  not  be  the  other 
way,  and  that  there  should  be  complete 
Sunday  closing  unless  the  justices  decided 
othenn  ise.  I  accept  the  justices  as 
the  authority,  but  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  inertia  about  the  benches 
in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and 
I  cannot  but  think  it  would  be  better  to 
enlist  on  the  side  of  Sunday  closing  all 
the  power  of  inertia  which  resides  in 
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from  Sunday  closing  if  they  actually 
take  the  trouble  to  do  so  by  administra- 
tive  act.  Then  I  should  have  preferred 
to  see  election  day  closing  made  statutory 
instead  of  being  left  to  the  magistrates. 
That  has  been  tried  in  many  parts 
of  the  world,  and  there  is  only  one 
testimony  in  regard  to  it,  that  elections 
are  purer  and  more  satisfactory  where 
this  disturbing  element  is  removed  from 
tiie  electoral  system.  Another  point 
on  which  I  welcome  the  words  of  the 
mover  of  the  Amendment  is  the  ex- 
clusion of  children  from  public-house 
bars.  I  think  Members  would  be  almost 
nnanimous  in  strengthening  this  clause. 
Whatever  you  may  think  of  public- 
houses  as  a  resort  for  grown-up  people, 
they  are  not  nurseries  in  which  our 
children  should  be  reared,  and  if  the 
Government  could  see  theii  way  to 
make  the  exclusion  of  children  under 
fourteen  from  public-houses  a  statutory 
provision  in  that  part  of  the  Bill  there 
would  be  Utile  or  no  opposition  in 
tlus  House.  In  regard  to  clubs, 
may  I  say  I  think  thece  provisions 
at  cM  events  have  not  been  wholly 
understood  by  the  people  of  the 
country.  They  have  been  criticised  from 
two  points  of  view.  One  is  that  they  are 
too  drastic.  By  the  way,  the  seconder 
of  the  Amendment  managed  to  combine 
both  points  of  view  in  his  criticism. 
The  second  is  that  they  do  nothing  to 
check  the  evils  which  exist  in  clubs. 
Very  great  powers  under  them  are  given 
to  the  licensing  justices.  They  have 
power  to  close  any  club  which  in  their 
judgment  is  used  mainly  or  wholly  for 
drinking  purposes.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  large  power  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  any  body  of  men,  and  if  they  desire, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
desire  it,  to  put  down  bogus  drink- 
ing places — clubs  merely  for  drinking 
purposes — they  have  full  power  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as  it  stands. 
I  noticed  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Liverpool  made  a  most  eloquent  speech 
outside  this  House  almost  entirely  taken 
up  with  the  weakness  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bill  in  this  matter  of  clubs.  I 
want  to  assure  him  that  I  would  support 
him  most  heartily  in  any  Amendment 
which  he  might  think  fit  to  propose  to 
strengthen  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  in 
regard  to  clubs.   I  am  sure  the  wish 

Mr.  Leif  Jones. 


of  the  Government  is  to  go  as  far  u 
the  House  will  support  them  in  going 
in  this  matter,  and  I  should  be 
only  too  happy  to  place  my  services 
at  the  disposal  of  hon.  Member. 
At  the  end  of  the  time-limit,  when  the 
Bill  has  been  in  operation  for  fourteen 
years,  we  shall  reach  a  licensing  system 
on  what  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman, 
in  his  speech  to  a  deputation  in  1906, 
called  a  clear  logical  basis.  Then  the 
system  will  recognise  tiiat  the  trade 
exists  for  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  that  it  never  was  intended  that 
the  people  of  the  country  should  he 
the  victims  of  the  trade.  They  wiD 
have  the  right  to  decide  for  themselves 
whether  or  not  the  trade  shall  be  carried 
on  in  their  neighbourhood.  If  they  so 
decide  the  number  of  houses  will  bear  some 
reasonable  relation  to  the  requirements 
of  the  population  to  be  served,  and  the 
local  authority,  the  licensing  justi<^ 
will  be  armed  with  great  power  to  protect 
their  districts  from  bad  methods  of 
carrying  on  the  trade.  That  is  a  system 
which  will  beav'st  change  for  the  better, 
end  for  which,  I  think,  the  country  will 
gnatly  and  heartily  thank  liie  Govern- 
ment. I  know  how  strong  is  the  trade 
agitation  against  the  Bill.  It  is  well 
organised,  but  it  is  on  a  very  narrow 
basis,  and  in  my  study  of  the  pro  est  s  I 
have  received,  ag.inst  the  Bill  I  have 
found  very  few  which  did  not  tome 
from  people  who  are  in  some  way 
or  other  interested  in  the  carrying 
on  of  the  trade.  The  cizculars  i.nd 
letters  that  come  to  me  are  very  neuly 
all  from  brewery  companies  or  investors. 
I  have  to  remind  myself  that  there  are 
other  interests  to  be  considered  in  this 
matter  besides  those  of  investors  in 
the  liquor  trade  and  those  who  are 
interested  in  carrying  it  on.  The  trade 
opposition  to  the  Bill  has  not  been 
altogether  scrupulously  ezerdsed. 
Threats  are  held  out  to  the  bishops  of 
the  withdrawal  of  subsCTiptions,  and 
have  met  with  a  dignified  protest. 
When  the  Bishop  of  Birmingham  speala 
in  support  of  the  Bill  he  is  instantly 
reminded  that  he  would  not  be  a  bishop 
to-day  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  brewers' 
subsoiptions,  and  that  there  will  be 
no  more  cathedrals  built  if  the  BiD 
goes  through.  The  threats  of  boycott 
to  traders,  v([J;^p|^^  ajr^o^B^teie^ 


1161 


lAeeiuiitg 


{28  April  1908} 


BiU. 


1162 


at  the  great  Queen's  Hall  meeting,  are 
no  idle  threats.  They  are  being  carried 
out.  I  have  brought  with  me  a  notice 
from  a  brewery,  which  has  been  cir- 
culated through  the  North  with  ^orders 
for  goods  to  the  tradesmen — 

"  In  Bending  you  thin  order  we  may  respect- 
fully call  your  attention  to  the  proposed 
Licensing  Bill  which  means,  if  carried,  the 
ultimate  extermination  of  our  trade,  when  orders 
from  brewers  must  cease.  Soliciting  your 
opposition  to  this  unjust  proposal,  we  an. 

yours   faithfully,   the  Newcastle  Breweries, 

Ltd." 

Mr.  younger  :  Where  is  the 
threat  1 

*Mb.  LEIF  JONES  :  Implied,  not  ex- 
pressed. Do  you  deny  that  there  is  an 
implied  threat  1 

Mr.  YOUNGER:  Yes,  certainly. 

*Mr.  LEIF  JONES :  Then  I  am  glad 
you  are  not  a  trader.  Traders  hare  no 
difficulty  in  realising  the  threat.  What 
meaning  has  this  if  it  is  not  a  threat  ? 

Mb.  YOUNGER  :  It  is  a  fact. 

*Mb.  leu  JONES  :  The  fact  sent  to 
a  trader  in  a  small  way  has  m'ade  tiie 
trader  so  nervous  that  he  has  sent  it 
on  to  me  asking  whether  this  sort  of 
ttiing  is  feir.    I  should  be  thankful  if  I 
could  have  the  support  of  the  hon. 
Member  in  explaining  to  the  traders 
in  the  North  that  this  is  not  a  threat 
but  merely  a  statement  of  the  expectation, 
of  the  brewery  csmpiny,  that  it  is  no 
threat,  implied  or  expressed,  and  that  the 
orders  will  go  on  just  the  same  as  long 
as  they  have  the  money  to  give  the 
orders.    I  shall    be   grateful   for  the 
auppOTt  of  the  hon.  Member  in  making 
that  clear.    The  traders  of  the  country, 
Bufortonately,  who  depend  for  a  living 
sometimes  on  these  orders,  are  more 
stupid  than  the  hon.  Member  and  read  a 
tlireat  where  h?  tlunks  none  is  meant. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  the  traders  are 
eutitled  to  protection  from  this  sort  of 
treatment  by  the  trade,  and  I  shall  be 
thankful  ii  as  a  result  of  my  Ininging 
it  before  the  House  that  jnoteotion 
is  promised.  But  there  is  more  than 
that.  It  is  not  onlytSie  trsde»s  who  are 
threatened.  We  here  are  all  threatened, 


and  the  candidates  at  elections  are 
threatened.  I  think  it  ib  an  evil  thing 
for  this  nation  that  a  particular  trade 
interest  dares  to  send  to  Members  of 
Parliament  such  letters  as  I  have  been 
receiving.  It  is  a  national  danger,  and 
therefore  I  ask  the  Government  to 
support  public  msn  and  Members  of 
this  Hous3  agvinsb  this  nirroir,  bitter 
trade  opposition.  After  all,  if  the 
oj^Kwition  is  stxong,  so  is  the  support 
for  the  Bill.  The  Prime  Minister 
stands  to-day  in  a  proud  position,  for 
ha  has  at  his  back  in  this  struggle, 
which  I  regard  as  nothing  less  than  a 
struggle  between  the  forces  of  good  and 
evil  in  this  country — I  place  it  no 
lower  than  fhat-^  has  at  his  back 
practically  every  agency  for  uplifting 
the  people  that  is  to  be  found  in  this 
country.  The  Churches  are  behind  lum, 
with  the  Archbishop  at  th^ir  head,  and 
the  Nonconformist  ministers  vieing  with 
one  another  in  the  support  which  they 
give  to  the  Bill,  and  temperance 
societies,  which  after  all  have  no  selfish 
end  to  serve.  I  heard  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  cast  a  jibe  which,  I 
thought  not  worthy  of  him,  at  teetotallers. 
What  have  teetotallers  to  gain  through 
this  agitation  ?  ^ 

Ma.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  When  the 
hon.  Member  talks  about  th~'eatB  from 
the  brewers,  we  receive  as  candidates 
or  Members  more  threats  from  the 
temperance  societies  than  from  the 
brewers. 

•Mr.  LEIF  Jones  :  I  did  not  know 
it.  I  am  told  that  we  are  an  insignificant 
minority  of  the  population,  incapable 
of  putting  pressure  to  a  successful  extent 
on  anybody.  But  it  is  a  very  different 
thing  to  put  the  pressure  of  persuasion, 
which  is  all  teetotal  societies  have  to  put, 
and  the  financial  pressure  which  can  be 
put  by  others.  The  Churches  are  behind 
the  right  hon.  Grcntleman,  the  temperance 
societies,  which  have  worked  at  this 
problem  and  at  last  see  some  solution  with- 
in their  grasp,  are  with  him.  The 
trade  unions,  to  whom  all  Members  of  the 
House  pay  homage  for  what  they  have 
done  for  the  worUng  classes,  are  behind 
the  Government  in  this  matter.  The 
Labour  Members  to  a  man,  I  believe,  are 
sapporting  the  Govemment^ill.  'Ihe 
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co-operative  societies  and,  I  confidently 
claim,  every  agency  for  uplifting  the 
people  of  the  country  are  behind  the 
Grovernment.  Let  the  Prime  Minister 
persevere  with  the  Bill  and  hisGrOvemment 
will  berememberedhereafterasa  Govern* 
ment  which  staked  jta  existence  to 
deliver  the  country  from  the  grip  of  a 
danj^rous  monopoly  and  prevailed. 

Mr.  BARNARD  (Kidderminster) :  I 
am  sorry  the  last  speaker  should  have 
ended  his  speech  by  fancying  that  those 
who  do  not  agree  with  him  are  prompted 
by  unworthy  motives.  I  can  assure 
the  House  that  as  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  have  no  share  or  any  interest  of  any 
description  in  matters  affecting  this 
trade,  but  I  happen  to  have  been 
associated  with  it  twenty  years  ago,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  mean  and  cowardly 
thing  if  under  those  circumstances  X 
did  not  try  to  say  one  word  in  connection 
ynth  a  subject  which  to  some  extent 
I  understand.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
last  speaker  is  very  much  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  brewery  companies  of 
this  country  have  intentionally  in  any 
way  whatever  misled  the  public  or  tried  to 
make  them  invest  in  their  shares.  I  am 
very  sorry  myself  that  the  Act  of  1904 
was  ever  passed,  because  I  dislike  its 
having  taken  away  the  magisterial  discre- 
tion. But  at  the  same  time  that 
Act  established  three  principles :  first,  it 
established  compensation  from  the  trade 
to  the  trade ;  secondly,  it  created  the 
position  to-day  in  connection  with  grant- 
ing of  newlicences,  of  which  I  think  we  all 
approve;  and  thirdly,  it  dealt  with  the 
aiite-1869  Ucences  which  I,  for  my  part, 
should  have  liked  the  Prime  lifinister  to 
have  mentioned  in  his  speech,  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  the  last  speaker  had 
dwelt  upon  that  point  a  little  more.  lam 
not  going  to  try  and  deal  with  the  big 
principles  which  are  involved  in  this 
measure,  but  just  to  point  out  one  or  two 
minor  points  which  I  fancy  maybe  easily 
overlooked.  The  Conservative  Party  dis- 
like this  Bill  because  it  touches  the  rights 
of  property,  but  they  need  not  talk  so 
much  about  that,  because  in  the  Act  of 
1904  they  deliberately  took  awaytherights 
of  30,000  licence-holders  which,  before, 
nothing  could  have  taken  away  except 
misbehaviour.  The  Member  for  Black- 
bum  says  he  likes  the  Bill  because  it 
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establishes  the  elementary  points  of  some 
form  of  socialism.  I  dislike  the  Bill 
because  I  do  not  think  it  does  what  it 
professes,  and  in  a  great  many  ways  it 
does  that  which  it  does  not  profess  to  do. 
There  are  four  different  means  of  dis- 
tributing liquor,  the  clubs,  grocers' 
licences,  steamboats,  and  public-houses. 
I  do  not  want  to  touch  further  upon 
clubs,  but  I  distinctly  put  it  to  the  House 
that  the  Bill  appears  to  single  out 
public-houses  and  leaves  the  other  three 
means  of  distributing  liquor  out  of  con- 
sideration and  does  not  treat  them  in  any 
way  with  the  same  severity.  It  is  a 
mockery  to  say  that  a  policeman  may. 
just  when  he  pleases,  march  through 
these  clubs.  It  is  certain  that  the  un- 
controlled clubs  are  getting  rid  of  an 
enormous  quantity  of  alcohol  at  the 
present  time,  and  if  we  get  rid  of  another 
30,000  houses  this  evil  will  become  still 
more  pronoimced.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Bill  does  not  apply  the  same  principle 
to  the  other  three  distributors  that  it  does 
to  public-houses.  The  bishops  say  that 
they  do  not  want  anything  unfair,  either  in 
the  time-limit  or  in  the  business  considera- 
tions. The  Prime  Minister  has  been 
reminded  of  a  speech  he  made  in  the  City 
in  which  he  stated  that  he  desired  to  have 
regard  to  the  rights  of  property,  and 
that  the  Government  were  willing  to  give 
a  business  consideration  to  the  parties 
concerned.  But  that  is  just  what  the 
Bill  does  not  do.  The  principle  of  the 
time-limit  and  its  interpretation  is  a 
thing  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  well 
understood.  Up  to  the  present  I  always 
thought  that  the  time  limit  meant  coming 
back  to  the  position  before  the  Act  of 
1904,  and  now  I  find  that  it  means  some- 
thing quite  different.  It  means  that 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  yeara  the  mono- 
poly position  is  to  come  into  force.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Spen  Valley  Division 
says  that  the  brewera  will  not  be  injured 
because  they  will  do  the  same  volume  of 
trade.  Quite  so,  but  they  are  doing  it 
now  under  conditions  with  which  we  are 
well  acquainted.  I  am  not  going  to 
prophesy,  but  already  the  weak  breweries 
are  in  trouble.  People  who  have  in- 
vested money  in  these  breweries  are 
inclined  to  withdraw  it,  and  before  the 
end  of  the  time-limit  is  reached  the 
trouble  will  become  something  gigantic 
and  terrible.  Tg^.^^^Q^l^g^^ 
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"  Why  don't  you  insure  ?  "    It  is  diffi- 
cult to  insure  now,  but  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  it  will  be  still  more 
difficult.    If  you  consider  the  way  in 
which  people  have  traded  from  the  be- 
ginning up  to  now  it  appears  to  me  that 
everything  that  the  brewers  and  publi- 
cans have  done  has  been  done  in  the  open 
with  perfect  frankness.    Nothing  has 
been  concealed,  and  public -houses  have 
been  openly   bought   and  sold,  taxed 
and  rated.   I  wish  to  mali»  good  the 
point  that  it  was  well  miderstood  that 
pnbHcans  have  a  right,  and  thev  had 
been  led  to  expect  a  renewal  o^  their 
licences.  It  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  opposite  that  this  Bill 
does  not  appear  to  be   based  upon 
any  scientific  or  actuarial  method.  It 
appears  to  me  that  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  something  more  than  a  mere 
Mbitrary  decision  as  to  the  time-limit 
and  the  other  matters  indoded  in  this 
Bill.   There  is  another  inccmsistency 
with  regard    to  local  option.    If  we 
are  to  have  local  option  then  let  us 
have  it.   When  we  hear  complaints  made 
about  the  effect  of  beer  during  an  election 
why  have  not  theQovemmentthe  courage 
to  legislate  upon  this  question  1    It  is  a 
veiy  regrettable  tiling,  if  the  Bill  remains 
as  it  is  now,  that  we  should  leave  it  to 
960  Uoenring  hmches  to  decide  what 
charge  they  shall  make  in  the  future 
against  these  licences.    That  proposal  is 
altogether  out  of  place,  and  the  Qovem- 
ment  might  very  well  take  upon  them- 
selves the  duty  of  deiding  with  this 
question.   The  matter  of  redundancy  is 
not  of  great  importance  if  accompanied 
by  right  conditions.  I  would  sooner 
leave  this  matter  to  the  locality  than 
draw  the  hard  and  fast  roles  which  are 
placed  in  the  Bill.  There  are  two  points  to 
which  I  wish  to  refer,  namely,  compensation 
and  the  time-limit.   As  to  compensation, 
the  system  of  the  Bill  is  to  take  the  rate- 
hook  and  find  what  the  valoation  is. 
The  htm.  Hembez  for  the  Appleby 
Division  says  tiie  rate-book  cannot  be 
letiednpon.  That  is  the  fault  not  of  the 
owner  butof  the  rating  authority.   If  any 
of  us  knew  of  houses  rated  below  their 
proper  value  we  should  not  feel  ourselves 
called  up  to  tell  the  Assessment  Com- 
mittee.   If  I  take  the  figures  which  have 
been  quoted  here,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  idea,  HhB  view  of  the  Inland 


Revenue,  or  the  last  idea  of  Lord  Justice 
Kennedy,  what  does  it  amount  to  ?  Tou 
have  been  told  that  the  sum  is  a  mere 
fraction  ;  but  why  should  the  Government 
mind  if  the  trade  is  providing  the  money  t 
What  can  it  matter  to  the  Government 
which  system  is  adopted  if  the  money  to 
pay  for  it  comes  from  the  trade  ?  I  was 
glad  to  hear  the  Prime  Minister  say  that 
the  tied  house  tenant  would  receive 
greater  consideration  tmder  this  Bill  than 
under  the  previous  measure.  I  think  we 
should  have  this  point  pat  more  definitely 
than  a  mere  reference  to  tiie  Diland 
Revenue  Commissioners,  and  it  should  be 
put  in  a  form  in  which  we  can  tmderstand 
it.  The  Prime  Minister  drew  special 
attention  to  this  great  monopoly  and 
dealt  with  free  houses.  The  last  speaker, 
who  is  an  expert  on  temperance,  said  that 
he  had  no  quarrel  with  the  free  houses. 
There  are  however  only  about  7  or  8  per 
cent,  of  this  class  of  public-houses  in  the 
country.  In  the  town  I  represent,  out  of 
124  houses  there  are  no  less  than  84  free 
houses  belonging  mostly  to  little 
breweries.  Under  this  Bill  they  will  be 
reduced  from  124  to  60,  and  it  stands  to 
reason  that  the  effect  upon  them  will  be 
very  terrible.  In  the  case  of  these 
small  breweries,  if  the  licences  of 
these  publio-houses  are  taken  away 
the  trade  of  the  breweries  will  go  also ; 
consequently,  I  hope  that  further  con- 
sideration will  be  given  to  the  effect  of 
this  particular  section.  I  am  very  sorry 
that  I  cannot  see  eye  to  eye  with  the 
Qovemment  upon  this  matter,  but  I 
welcome  the  announcement  that  the 
Prime  Minister  is  ready  to  accept 
Amendments,  and  I  hope  he  will 
strengthrai  the  Bill  by  treating  all  the 
distributors  of  drink  alike.  I  trust  he 
will  alter  the  method  of  calculating  the 
compensation,  and  make  clear  what  his 
treatment  of  tied  houses  is  going  to  be. 
I  want  the  Government  to  do  something 
for  the  free  houses,  and  if  the  time-limit 
is  to  remain,  I  hope  it  will  be  made  dear 
that  they  are  to  have  the  first  option 
and  the  choice  of  the  monopoly  value 
when  fixed  so  that  th^  may  go  on  in  the 
future. 

SiK  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton):  I  have  all  my  life  been 
deejay  impressed  by  the  national  evil 
of/ intemperance,  a^^,^^§^eCp?8g^e 
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e&mest  desire   both    in    and  out  of 
Parliament  to  do  something  to  alleviate  it. 
On  my  first  election  to  Parliament,  thirty- 
eight  years  ago,  speaking  on  this  evil 
in  Exeter,  I  said  that  we  had  to  consider 
how,  without  abridging  individual  liberty, 
and  with  due  regard  to  vested  intereBts, 
we  might  so  regulate  the  liquor  traffic 
that  it  should  be  a  blessing  and  not  a 
curse.   Looking  back  upon  the  many 
years  that   have  since  elapsed,  it  is 
melancholy  to  observe  how  little  has 
been  done,  and  the  causes  of  this  inaction. 
In7the  first  place,  the   trade  seems 
very  generally  to  oppose  anything  which 
appears  in  any  way  to  limit  their  powers 
and  discretion.    On  the  other  hand,  I 
cannot    agree    with   the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Appleby  when  he    says  that 
because     the     temperance  societies 
approve  of  this  Bill  it  must  be  right. 
I  think  that  in  many  cases  tempenuioe 
flooieties,   instead    of   advancing  the 
cause  of  temperance,  have  hindered 
it,    because    they    have   again  and 
again  opposed  good  measures  on  the 
ground  that  they  did  not  go  so  far 
as  thev  would  have  liked.    In  looking 
back  at  the  attempts  at  legislation,  I 
find  tiiat  the  first  matter  that  came 
before  us  in  Parliament  was  a  question 
of  local  option.   We  all  recogiuse  the 
great  efforts  of  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson  in 
this  direction.   We  know  how  he  brought 
that  matter  forward  again  and  again, 
and  how  the  House  would  not  listen. 
My  first  speech  in  the  House  was  made 
on  that  question.   I  earnestly  desire  to 
help  forward  the  cause  of  temperance, 
l)ut  I  could  not  support  the  proposal  of 
local  option,  and  I  think  the  judgment 
of  the  House  has  affirmed  what  I  did. 
Then  we  had  the  Licensing  Bill  of  Mr. 
Bruce,  which  effected  a  good  deal  in  the 
way  of  shortening  hours  and  in  many 
ways  greatly  benefited  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance. After  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
brought  forward  a  Resolution  in  favour  of 
the  munioipalisation  of  the  drink  traffic. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  me  the 
honour  of  asking  me  to  second  the 
Resolution,  and  I  did  so.   It  was  rejected 
by  a  large  majority,  and  it  has  never 
been  attempted  a}i;ain.    The  next  occa- 
non  on  which  the  licensing  question 
came  to  the  front  was  when  'iSx.  Ritchie's 
Bill  proposed  die  establishment  of  local 
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I  authorities,  and  it  will  be  remembered 
I  that  in  setting  up  county  councils  he 
gave  them  power  to  diminish  or  to  close 
tumecessary  public -houses.  To  carry  out 
that  power  he  put  an  extra  tax  of  Is.  on 
every  barrel  of  beer  sold.  What 
happened  ?  The  temperance  societies 
and  the  whole  temperance  forces  of  the 
country,  led  by  Mr.  Caine,  raised  such 
a  cry  that  the  clauses  had  to  be  dropped. 
If  that  had  been  carried  into  effect  there 
would  now  be  in  the  county  of  Devon  300 
pubUc -houses  less  than  there  are  at  the 
present  moment.  The  extra  Is.  on  a 
barrel  of  beer  had  already  been  voted, 
and  Parliament  had  not  power  to  take 
it  away,  and  so  the  tax  whuh  was 
intended  for  the  purposes  of  compensation 
was  apphed  to  technical  education. 
I  cannot  but  feel  that  a  very  great  hard- 
ship was  done  to  the  trade  at  that  time 
in  putting  this  tax  upon  them.  It  has 
never  been  taken  off.  It  was  applied 
to  technical  education,  and  the  cause  ol 
the  failure  of  that  power  to  close  public- 
houses  was  the  temperance  party.  Then 
came  the  appointment  of  the  Royal 
Commission  which  sat  for  five  years 
and  went  into  the  matter  most  fully. 
I  think  we  must  have  continually  before 
us  one  of  their  recommendations,  as 
follows : — 

"  It  is  an  tindeniable  fact  that  s  gigantic 
evil  remains  to  be  remedied,  and  haMly  any 
sacrifice  would  be  too  gteat  which  woald  result 
in  R  marked  diminution  of  this  nati<mal  de- 
gradation." 

After  that  Report,  any  Government 
eould  hardly  help  taking  up  the  question 
and  attempting  in  some  way  to  desl 
with  it.  Any  Government  that  takes 
it  up  has  a  right  to  demand  that  there 
shoiud  be  impartialy^  if  not  favourable, 
consideration  given  to  its  proposils, 
in  view  of  the  di^Spiilties  of  the 
question,  and  the  risk  w»  them  which 
the  taking  of  it  up  ?^JVolve8.  I 
would  ask,  was  there  anyMung  like 
impartial  or  fair  consideratiL^  given 
to  the  Bill  of  1904  ?  It  was  "WPosed 
from  the  first  in  every  way,  and  tV™^y 
what  might  have  been  a  very  goo*  ""^ 
was  not  properly  and  fully  disc***®*^* 
There  is  no  douot  that  that  Bill  req'^"®^ 
amendment.  I  quite  agree  with. 
hon.  Member  for  the  Appleby  Di  f*^***^ 
that  on  the  o[uestion  of  the  assess'"^^'' 
of  comveo^iio^^^^n^.^^f^^ 
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but  the  principle  I  mfintain  was  the 
right  one.  That  principb  ought  to  have 
had  a  fair  trial,  and  with  amendment 
the  Bill  would  have  done  much  to  im- 
prove the  position  of  the  licensing  ques- 
tion. After  all,  when  we  come  to  deal 
with  the  question,  it  is  not  merel; 
a  matter  of  pious  sentiment  or  pious 
aspirations ;  it  is  a  question  of  what  is 
]  list  and  right ;  it  is  a  question  of  what 
is  practicable  and  what  is  common  sense. 
"By  these  prin;i{.les  I  should  like  to  tr^ 
this  Bill.  In  the  matter  of  justice,  I 
think  it  has  been  shown  that  it  does 
confiscate  altogether  the  interests  which 
are  aSected,  or  at  least  take  away  a  very 
large  portion  of  their  property .  If  there 
was  anyone  more  earrest  than  another 
in  the  cause  of  temperance  it  was  Arch- 
bishop Temple,  and  he  said  at  a  great 
meetinif  at  Exeter — 

"Thereisafeeliof^  abroad  that  you  contem- 
plate an  ast  of  injustice  to  your  felloV'^ountry- 
men.  I  say  yon  will  never  succeed  nor 
deserve  to  Bucceed  in  your  attempts  at 
lef^isiation  until  you  have  disabused  the  public 
mind  of  that  impression  of  injustice." 

That  impression  of  injustice  is  very 
strong  at  the  present  time.  If  this  evil 
is  to  be  dealt  with,  why  should  it  be 
done  by  confiscating  interests  ?  Why 
not  pay  compensation  "i  When  England 
made  up  her  mind  to  grapple  with  the 
question  of  slavery  in  our  Colonies 
she  did  not  hesitate  to  lay  down 
£20,000  000  to  carry  out  that  principle 
of  justice.  Why  is  it  that  now  a  different 
course  is  to  be  taken  in  attempting  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
Royal  Commission  which  said  that — 

"  Hardl?  any  saorifice  would  be  too  great 
which  wo-jld  result  in  a  marked  diminution  of 
this  national  d^radation." 

But  the  sacrifice  of  a  money  payment 
to  those  whose  interests  i  re  to  be 
taken  away  is  deemed  a  sacrifice  too 
great,  and  l^refore  the  simpler  plan  of 
confiscation  is  adopted.  The  question 
has  largely  turned  on  the  time-limit. 
Many  of  us  in  1904  voted  for  a  time- 
limit.  I  did  so  myself,  but  the  time- 
limit  then  proposed  was  very  different 
from  that  now  proposed.  I  was  doubtful 
of  the  effect  of  the  1904  Bill,  and  in 
voting  for  the  time-limit  I  guarded 
myself  at  the  time  by  stating  that  after 
a  short  time  there  should  be  power  to 
revise  the  Act,  and  to  say  whether  it 
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was  working  rightly  or  wrongly.  The 
time-limit  then  proposed  was  intended 
to  secure  full  control  of  the  trade  with 
a  view  to  a  further  reduction  if  the 
country  saw  fit.  I  do  not  think  it  ever 
contemplated  the  confiscation  of  the 
monopoly  value  which  it  is  now  proposed 
that  the  surviving  houses  should  pay. 
Then  there  is  the  question — Is  it  a 
temperance  measure  ?  Will  it  not  result 
largely  in  the  substitution  of  clubs,  not 
open  to  inspection  or  control  as  in  the 
case  of  the  regulated  public-houses  1 
The  Prime  Minister  showed  in  his  speech 
on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  that  ha 
was  alive  to  that.  The  clauses  contained 
in  the  Bill  provide  for  increased  control, 
being  given  to  the  Justices  over  clubs, 
but  if  I  understood  rightly  the  reply 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  the 
other  day  to  a  deputation,  he  has  given 
in  to  the  clubs  altogeth:;r,  or  to  a  large 
extent,  and  he  has  uudoriaken  to  remove 
from  the  Bill  those  provisions  which 
would  allow  of  clubs  being  satisfactorily 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  is  not  ao  at  all. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY :  I  am  very 

flad  to  hear  that  that  is  not  the  case, 
ecaiise  the  question  of  clubs  is  a  very 
serious  one.  The  suppression  of  public- - 
houses  hitherto  has  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  clubs,  and  the  drastic  proposals 
of  this  Bill  will,  I  am  sure,  result  m  the 
establishment  of  clubs.  Those  clubs  ought 
to  be  properly  dealt  with.  How  can  you 
subject  clubs  to  the  res'^rictions  which 
apply  to  public-houses  t  How  can  you  limit 
their  hours,  occupation^,  or  amusements, 
or  the  days  on  which  they  are  to  be  open  1 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
will  be  able,  I  hope,  to  tell  us  something 
about  duha  for  which,  I  think,  he  is 
responsible  in  Can^Krwell  and  other 
places,  where,  judging  from  the  accounts 
which  we  read,  most  remarkable  proceed- 
ings take  place  on  Sunday,  as  well  as  on 
other  days.  I  believe  a  reduction  in 
licences  is  a  desirable  thing  in  itself,  but 
if  you  go  beyond  or  contrary  to  public 
opinion,  you  will  do  more  harm  than 
good  to  the  temperance  cause.  It  is  not 
commonsense  to  go  so  far  beyond  public 
opinion  as  this  Bill  really  does.  Might 
not  a  Bill  be  agreed  upon  which  would 
do  a  great  deal  in  this  dirMtioa  witiiout 
upsetting  and  arotW^<^bK5fe^^ten« 
2  U  ^ 


1171 


Licensing 


{COMMONS} 


BUI 


1172 


of  the  coantry  ia  the  way  that  has  been 
done  by  this  Bill  1  I  think  the  ques- 
tion of  the  severe  punishment  of  the 
(ibiinlnTcl  ought  to  have  been  dealt  iritb. 
Ithink  hifive-Bhilling  fine  which  has  been 
inflicted  in  the  past  is  absurd  ;  that  on 
a  second  conviction  there  should  be  a 
heavy  punishment ;  and  that  for  a  third 
ofEence  a  man  should  be  confined  in  an 
inebriate  home  or  some  place  where  this 
malady  can  be  treated.  I  think  there  is 
much  need  for  a  stronger  public  opinion 
for  the  enforcement  of  existing  penalties 
against  publicans  who  break  the  law. 
l^e  earlier  closing  of  licensed  premises 
would  do  much  good  in  many  towns 
and  I  think  that  that  could  be  carried 
out  with  c(msiderable  beneficial  efiect. 
These  are  practical  measures  which  would 
do  much  to  diminish  the  evils  which  we 
are  all  anxious  to  lessen  ;  but  the  Gov- 
ernment have  not  been  content  with 
that.  They  have  gone  in  for  heroic 
measures.  In  listening  to  the  speech 
of  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  in  introduc- 
ing this  measure  I  felt  tempted  to  quote 
the  expression  made  use  of  by  a  French 
officer  who  looked  on  at  the  Balaclava 
chai^  :  **  Cest  magnifique,  mais  ce  *est 
pas  la  guerre."  The  Bill  embodies  a 
splendid  and  glorious  idea,  but  it  is 
certainly  impractical  and  visionary  in 
its  character.  I  am  afraid  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  caught  and  let  in  on  the 
principle  of  confiscation.  I  consider 
that  confiscation  is  applied  in  this  Bill. 
I  look  to  another  measure  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  I  believe  still  survives,  and 
that  is  the  Education  Bill.  There 
the  Government  deliberately  confiscates 
thousands  of  Bchools  belonging  to  private 
individuals  and  trusts  and  takes  them 
for  the  pubUc  service  without  any 
compensation  whatever.  These  are 
very  dangerous  principles  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  enunciate  and  seek  to  put  into 
a  Bill.  I  see  it  has  been  said  that  this 
is  a  matter  which  is  likely  to  spread  a 
good  deal  further.  It  has  been  said  that 
if  you  confiscate  the  property  of  some 
brewera,  why  not  that  of  all  brewers  ? 
And  then  the  Socialists  would  go  on  to 
the  confiscation  of  manufactories  and 
railways.  One  thing  comes  after  another. 
Once  sanction  is  given  to  a  dangerous 
principle,  there  is  no  saying  where  it 
will  end.  The  country  is  not  prepared 
toj'go  such  a  length jas  this  Bill  invites 
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them  to  go.  I  believe  that  the  Bill,  wlule 
having  good  aime,  has  gone  the  wrong 
way  about  securing  them.  Much  as  we 
admire  the  courage  of  the  rig^t  hon. 
Grentleman  and  of  the  Government,  much 
as  we  join  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  hoQ.  Member  for  Appleby  as  to  the 
great  evil  caused  by  dnnk  and  desin 
to  meet  it,  I  believe  that  this  Bill  does 
not  go  the  ri^t  way  to  do  it. 

*3iR  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilt- 
shire,  Chippenham) :  In  rising  to  support 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  I  do 
not  desire  to  go  at  any  length  into  many 
of  the  provisions  embodied  in  it  with 
regard  to  temperance.  I  think  that 
all  sections  of  the  House  are  in  favour 
of  temperance,  and  if  it  can  be  carried 
out  on  fair  and  equitable  lines  it  will 
receive  general  sanction.  There  are 
many  provisions  in  the  Bill  which, 
obviously,  will  make  for  temperance  in 
the  future.  There  is,  first,  the  limiting 
of  the  hours  on  Sunday ;  secondly,  the 
proposal  to  exclude  children  from  the 
bars  of  public  houses,  and  I  hope  that 
that  clause  will  be  strengthened  in  its 
various  stages  through  the  House  and 
that  it  will  be  made  compulsory.  Thirdly, 
the  regulation  of  chibs  will,  I  think, 
meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  House. 
We  are  all  anxious  to  have  the  clauses 
dealing  with  clubs  very  materially 
strengthened.  I  should  like  myself  to 
see  a  licence  duty  imposed  on  clubs  as 
it  ia  on  licensed  houses ;  and  I  think 
something  in  the  direction  of  closer 
regulation  of  clubs  should  be  made, 
especially  of  those  particular  clubs  which 
derive  their  revenue  or  a  large  proportion 
of  it  from  the  profits  on  the  drink  sold 
therein,  as  distinguished  from  the  revenue 
derived  from  snbecriptions.  I  think 
that  in  cases  where  two-thirds  of  the 
revenue  are  derived  from  the  profits 
on  the  sale  of  alcoholic  drinks,  they 
should  with  perfect  justice  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  in  respect  to 
wgoli^tion  as  public  -  houses.  Before 
the  termination  of  the  debate  I  should 
like  to  have  further  informaton  as  to 
how  temperance  on  the  lines  proposed 
in  the  BUI  can  be  effected  without  im- 
posing  an  undue  burden  on  the  trade, 
for  I  am  confident  that  the  most  certain 
way  to  ensure  temperance  reform  in 
this  country  is  tOLCstf^iUsh^i^in.  such 
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a  my  as  to  avoid,  hy  every  means  in 
our  power,  an  undue  sacrifice  and  severity 
on  those  concerned  in  the  reform.  In 
approaching  this  question  I  do  not  do 
so  in  any  hostile  spirit  to  temperance 
reform,  but  with  the  most  earnest  desire 
to  secure  it  on  lines  of  reasonable  equity, 
and  tiutt  is  the  only  way  in  which  it 
can  be  secured  in  this  country.  There 
•re  two  main  principles  in  the  Bill,  viz., 
the  compulsory  reduction  of  licensed 
houses  within  a  prescribed  period  of 
time,  subject  to  compensation ;  and  the 
ultimate  resumption  by  the  State  of 
those  houses  after  the  time-limit. 
"With,  those  two  principles  I  am  folly 
in  sympathy  and  entirely  approve  of 
them.  In  1901  when  the  subject  of 
a  time-limit  was  before  the  House  I, 
with  other  hon.  Gentlemen  now  on  the 
Opposition  Benches,  voted  for  that 
particular  principle  being  embodied  in  the 
Act  of  that  year.  That  Act  undoubtedly 
directed  attention  to  the  reduction  of 
public-houses,  but  it  was  mailed  by 
the  refnwl  of  the  then  Government 
to  introduce  a  time-limit.  By  that 
refusal  they  precluded  any  guarantee 
that  a  really  substantial  number  of 
licensed  houses  would  be  reduced  over 
a  reasonable  period,  whilst  the  second 
offoct  on  the  licensed  houses  lhat  were 
Wt  ires  to  emancipate  them  from  any 
dose  control  by  the  State.  The  more 
houses  are  reduced  under  the  Act  of 
1904  without  a  time-limit,  and  the 
more  the  remainder  are  emancipated 
from  State  control,  the  greater  the 
value  of  these  houses  will  become. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  1904 
admitted  by  his  Act  that  there  were 
too  many  public-houses  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  country,  and  in  the  interests 
of  the  trade  itself ;  and  although  the 
present  Act  has  made  a  very  good  start 
in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  number 
of  public-houses — for  I  (hink  1,100 
tiave  been  reduced  every  year  since  the 
Act  came  into  operation — the  very 
weakness  and  incompleteness  of  the 
machinery  of  that  Act  must  tender 
it  impossible  to  maintain  that  scale 
of  reduction  or  the  character  of  that 
reduction  where  it  is  most  wanted, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  funds  that  must 
result  from  the  process  of  the  necessary 
proceedii^s,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  in  a  most  interest- 
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ing  speech  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill.  The  most  redundant  and  least 
valuable  public-houses  have  been  ex- 
tinguished, whilst  the  licensing  magis* 
trates  will  find  themselves  more  uid 
more  reluctant  as  yewn  proceed  to 
extinguish  the  remaining  public-houses* 
owing  to  their  increasing  value  and  the 
lack  of  funds.  The  argument  has  always 
been  advanced  that  redundant  public- 
houses  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
amount  of  intemperance  in  districts. 
That  was  admitted  in  1904.  Undoubtedly 
that  is  the  case,  because  where  the 
public-houses  are  redundant  the  publi- 
cans ate  indiced,  owing  to  incre«wd 
competition,  to  use  undeniable  methods 
in  the  sale  of  their  drink.  Therefore, 
in  that  respect,  I  fully  agzm  that  there 
is  a  direct  bearing  between  redundancy 
of  public-houses  and  intemperance.  But 
I  am  not  quite  prepared  to  put  it  so  high 
as  some  hon.  Gentlemen.  I  would  put 
it  as  one  of  the  potent  contributii^ 
influences  of  intemperance ;  but  an 
equally  important  influence  is  the  density 
of  population  in  a  district  and  the  in- 
sanitary character  of  that  district,  both 
of  which  condition!  induce  drunkenness 
in  an  active  and  virulent  foim.  This 
opinion  has  been  borne  out  by  the  Home 
Office  Returns.  It  is  equally  important 
that  the  State  should  establish  a  practical 
machinery  to  reolum  for  itself  that 
thorough  control  over  public-housea 
which  it  possessed  but  has  nevei  enforced 
in  days  gone  by.  There  had,  however, 
arisen  a  deliberate  policy  in  many 
districts  of  encouraging  the  grant- 
ing of  licences  rather  than  the  contrary. 
This,  of  course,  accentuates  the  difficulty 
of  now  reclaiming  for  the  State  complete 
control  of  the  licences.  I  prefer  to  call 
it  control  of  the  licences,  rather  than  use 
that  hackneyed  phrase  which  nobody 
understands,  but  which  I  hope  will  be 
explained  to  us  before  the  end  of  this 
debate,  "  monopoly  value.'*  "  Monopoly 
value "  conveys  some  ambiguous  idea, 
but  the  control  of  the  licences  by 
tiie  Sstate  is  perfeotiy  nnambk;uous. 
It  is  idle,  moreover,  to  taUc  of 
monopoly  value  and  deny,  at  the  same 
time,  the  continuance  of  a  licence 
from  year  to  year.  So  much  for  the 
two  main  principles  of  the  Bill,  with 
which  I  am  in  complete/'^t^reeman^ ; 
but  let  me  deal  for^i' WtitoiiMftdBiRth 
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the  proposals  as  to  compensation.  The 
piovuions  which  I  am  going  to  deal 
with  may  be  deemed  detuls  to  be 
dealt  with  hereafter  on  the  Committee 
stage,  but  they  assume  such  great 
importance  in  their  proportions  that  they 
become  almost  principles.  In  dealing 
with  a  complicated  question  such  as 
licensing,  you  cannot  concentrate  your 
eyes  upon  temperance  with  any  hope  of 
realising  real  temperance,  without  taking 
note  of  the  effect  which  that  reform 
must  have  on  the  industry  concerned 
and  those  interested  in  it  as  in- 
vestors. To  ignore  the  latter  is  to 
risk  obtaining  the  former,  and  in  the 
course  of  your  policy  you  may  incur 
auch  unpopularity  that  you  will  deprive 
yourself  of  the  power  of  carrying  throm;h 
the  reform.  It  is  a^ued  that  under 
the  iSiumcial  proposals  of  this  Bill  the 
whole  of  the  principles  upon  which  the 
rights  of  property  are  based  are  involved. 
Though  I  think  that  argument  has  been 
a  little  overstated  on  public  platforms 
and  elsewhere,  still  at  the  same  time 
I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  it. 
The  rights  of  property  in  this  democratic 
Parliament,  of  course,  are  looked  upon 
in  varying  « ays  by  those  who  sit  on  the 
various  benches.  Some,  undoubtedly, 
exaggerate  their  sanctity,  some  under- 
rate it,  but  I  }efuse  to  admit,  in 
this  instance,  whatever  may  be  said 
t}  the  contrary,  that  I  exaggerate  it 
because  I r  fuse  toaccep'.inmy  argument 
that  the  licence  is  an  annual  licence, 
t^t  the  investment  has  been  purely 
speculative  in  the  past,  and  that  the  trade 
has  been  warned  of  impending  le^lation. 
But  although,  of  course,  the  licence  is 
in  theory  an  annual  licence,  in  actual 
practice  everyone  who  has  had  any 
experience  of  the  licensing  bench  knows 
that,  provided  the  holder  of  the  licence 
has  behaved  himself  and  conducted 
his  house  properly,  whenever  that 
house  came  up  for  the  renew  1  of  the 
licence,  it  has  always  been  granted ; 
and,  therefore,  although  it  has  been  an 
annual  licence,  throughout  the  country 
in  practice  it  has  been  something 
more  than  that.  Having  conceded 
BO  much,  however,  then  appear  to 
me  to  be  very  important  points  in 
the  Bill  which  I  will  venture  to  deal  with 
successively  and  which,  I  think,  should 
undergo  some  change  in  the  course  of  the 
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Committee  stage.    First,  1  will  deal  with. 
the  precise  basis  of  valuation  for  com- 
pensation under  the  Bill  during  the 
period  of  compulsory  reduction.   La  1h» 
first  place,  what  is  a  fair  basis  of  com- 
pensation ?    A  fair  basis  of  compensa- 
tion is  that  which  will  meet  the  actual  loss 
incurred  by  the  reduction.   The  present 
basis  of  the  1904  Act  as  interpreted  by 
Mr.  Jus  ice  Kennedy  is,  I  think,  admitted 
on  all  hands  by  those  who  are  conversant 
with  licensing  benches  to  be  largely 
excessive  in  its  amount.  The  1904  Apt 
lays  down  the  method  by  which  that 
compensation  is  to  be  arrived  at,  but  the 
'  way  in  which  it  is  interpreted  by  licensing 
j  benches  to-day  is  excessive.   They  tak& 
an  average  of  the  profits  on  the  beer  and 
I  whisky  sold  for  the  three  years  previous, 
and  diat  is  multiplied  by  ten  to  allow 
I  ten  years  profits  to  run.   That  is  taken 
i  into  account,  and  having  deducted  the 
amount  which   relates   to   the  house 
ilself,  as  distinguished  from  the  house 
!  as  it  is  licensed,  the  amount  is  multi- 
:  plied    by    eighteen    years  purchase. 
I  The  result  in  almost  all  cases  of  this 
i  mathematical   calculation   is   that  an 
I  excessive  valuation  is  come  to,  and  the 
I  result  would  be,  if  this  goes  on  in  its 
I  operation  for   a   period  of   years,  a 
j  very   considerable  diminution  ■  in  the 
,  number  of  houses  reduced  owing  to  the 
insufficiency  oi  funds.   But  if  that  is  too 
high  it  appears  to  me  that  the  proposal 
of  the  Bill  OTtimates  the  valuation  of 
the  premises  on  too  low  a  basis.  It 
lays  down  the  proposition  that  the 
annual  licence  under  Schedule  A,  which 
is  the  assessment  for  the  rent,  shall  be 
estimated  according  to  the  nxmiber  of 
years  that  are  to  expire  within  the 
fourteen  years  period.    We  have  seen 
a  number  of  tables  and  we  have  also 
had  many  figures  given  us  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  »de  of  the  House, 
showing  thQ  enormous  disparity  which 
exists  if  it  is  worked  out  under  the 
present  Act  or  under  the  proposals  of 
the  Bill.    Whether  these  figures  s:e 
accurate  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say, 
because  although  during  the  recess  I 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  try  and  artive 
at  the  method  by  which  t^is  second 
calculation  is  to  be  made,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  have  totally  failed  in  my 
endeavours.   If  these  figures  are  correct, 
I  think  the  disparity  ,  bet ween^he  two 
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■calculations  will  appear  in  moat  people's 
nanda  to  be  too  great,  and  that  some- 
'tbing  should  be  done  to  bring  together 
4;hese  two  extremes.    It  seems  to  me 
that  it  might  be  done  in  two  ways.  It 
might   be   done   by   maintaining  the 
T>re8ent  ba'iis  of  valuation,  although  I 
have  no  doubt  my  right  hon,  friend  would 
demur  to  that  proposal,  because  it  would 
involve  a  complete  redrafting  of  Clause 
10  of  the  Bill,  or  it  might  be  done  by 
making  an  Amendment  in  the  present 
clause,  which  would  authorise  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue  to  arrive 
at  the  true  and  proper  assessment  of 
these  premises  under  Schedule  A,  because 
in  many  cases  they  are  not  assessed  at 
-theiz  proper  rental  value.    Whether  a 
proper  assessment,  if  a  provision  were 
introduced  in  the  Bill  to  that  effect, 
-would  give  a  basis  which  would  realise 
a  figure  nearer  to  the  one  which  would 
he  just  as  between  the  present  basis  of 
compensation  and  the  proposed  one,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  I  must 
aay  that  something  should  be  done  to 
ensure  that  a  higher  basis  of  valuation 
ahould  be  given  in  this  case.  The  basis 
of  ten  years  profits  is  too  much,  but  if 
you  were  to  multiply  the  profits  by  six 
years— not  the  brew  er's  profits,  but  the  real 
profits  of  th^  public-house — it  seems  to 
me  that  yon  would  anive  at  something  like 
a  proper  amount  of  compensation  which 
might  be  granted  in  respect  of  a  house 
upon  its  extinction.   I  leave  that  point, 
because  in  the  discussion  of  the  Second 
Beading  one  cannot  go  into  details  ae 
to  how  it  could  be  worked  out  in  Com- 
mittee, but  I  do  hope  that  something  will 
be  done  in  Cltuse  10  to  bring  about  what 
in  my  judgment  vould  be  a  more  equit- 
able basis.   If  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  higher  hesis  of  compensation  it  will 
require  a  larger  fund  being  provided  by 
the  brewers  who  have  got  to  find  the 
money,  rnd  this  biings  me  to  the  second 
point,  which  is  that  the  period  duiing 
which   compensstion   should   be  paid 
should  be  extended  over  a  greater  pericd 
than  fourteen  years.   We  have  received 
horn  many  sources  information  as  to 
how  it  would  work  out  at  fourteen  years, 
and  I  think  there  are  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  who  would 
l^^dly  welcome  sn  Amendment  which 
would  give  more  generous  treatment  and 
probably  twenty-one  or  even  twenty-five 


years  would  not  be  too  much  as  the  time 
during  which  compulsory  reduction 
should  be  made  and  compenaaticn  given. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  we  shall  at 
the  end  of  the  time-limit  reach  the  period 
when  f.ll  redundant  public-houses  will 
have  been  extinguished  throughout  the 
country,  as  32,000  are  to  be  extinguished. 
There  will  be  a  co  responding  increase 
of  the  population  during  that  peiiod  and 
therefore  I  think  it  m&y  fairly  be 
assumed  that  the  number  of  the  houses 
which  will  then  exist  will  about  correspond 
to,  or  not  be  sufiicienc  in  many  d'stricts 
to  meet,therequ>rements  of  the  population. 
Therefore  from  a  temperance  p?int  of 
view  the  reduction  of  houses  will  have 
been  carried  out  and  the  number  sur- 
viving will  only  be  that  which  is,  rsason- 
ably  speaking,  the  requisite  amount  for 
the  popvlation  of  the  day.  I  do  not 
think  that  those  who  are  enthusiasts  in 
temperance  reform  should  look  with  too 
keen  an  eye  on  the  actual  number  of  years, 
because  what  difference  can  it  make  in 
the  history  of  the  country  in  regard  to 
the  great  reform  of  temp:;rancB  whether 
it  is, fourteen  years  or  twenty-one ;  and 
certainly  if.  by  extending  the  psriod  from 
fourteen  to  twenty -one,  you  are  able 
appreciably  to  lighten  the  burden  on  the 
trade  concerned,  you  will  correspondingly 
facilitate  the  passage  of  this  measure 
not  only  in  this  House,  but  in  another 
place.  There  is  one  more  point  which 
I  wish  to  bring  before  the  House  in 
connection  with  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the 
position  of  the  surviving  houses  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time-limit.  As  T 
understand  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  at 
the  expiration-of  that  p3riod  those  62,000 
odd  houses  have  first  of  all  to  undergo  a 
general  local  election  to  decide  whether 
or  not  they  are  to  continue  in  existence, 
and  when  they  have  passed  through  that 
ordeal  they  will  come  up  before  the 
magistrates  who  in  their  turn  will  decide 
whether  the  licensee  or  someone  else  is  to 
be  granted  a  licence.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  they  have  been- paying 
their  share  of  the  rompensition 
throughout  the  timr  -limit.  What 
is  to  be  their  position  at  the  end  of 
the  time-limit  under  this  proposal  ? 
Here  again  money  has  been  spent 
quite  properly  by  th'W?  who  hc.ve  in- 
vested it  in  a  perfectly  legitimate  concern. 
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tlirougKout  their  time  they  may,  if  they 
80  desire,  withdraw  from  that  businesa 
and  have  a  posBession  which  shall  be  a 
Tealisable  article  in  the  market,  so  that 
if  it  is  put  up  for  sale  it  will  sell  for  a 
figure  which  is  within  reasonable  distance 
ci  what  they  have  invested  in  it.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  by  this  Bill  that  is 
taken  away.  What  is  wanted  at  the 
end  of  this  time-Umit  is  that  the  State 
should  get  complete  control  over  the 
licences.  It  seems  to  me  thit,  provided 
they  get  the  control,  the  arrangemoits 
made  by  the  State  through  the  b3nch 
of  magistrates  do  not  much  matter. 
I  think  these  houses  that  are  left  might 
be  granted  leases  under  the  State  for  a 
period,  say,  of  five  years.  That  could 
be  done  quite  consistently  by  the  State 
without  impinging  on  the  temperance 
principles  of  the  Bill.  Because  I  think 
you  are  far  more  likely  to  get  a  respect- 
able man  to  manage  a  public-house  if 
he  knows  he  is  there  for  five  years, 
than  if  you  have  a  man  who  has  to 
come  up  every  year  for  a  Ucence,  and 
knows  he  may  be  turned  out  any  year. 
I  think,  therefore,  a  lease  of  five  years 
under  the  State  would  meet  the  case  in 
every  way  as  regards  control,  while  at 
the  same  time  it  would  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  temperance.  It  is  on  these 
tiiree  points,  on  which  I  lay  special  stress, 
that  I  venture  to  speak  tliis  evening. 
Of  course,  as  regarcU  new  licences  full 
control  may  be  introduced.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  imposing  moet 
stringent  conditions  with  regard  to 
those,  but  as  rt^ards  these  old  licences, 
after  all  that  has  taken  place  for  ^eir 
reduction  and  when  a  levy  has  been 
imposed  on  the  trade,  I  think  more  gener- 
ous treatment  should  and  might  be  meted 
out  to  them  in  the  Bill.  It  may  be  said 
that  these  are  matters  of  detail,  but  I 
beUeve    they    are    also    matters  of 

rit  principle.  I  believe  the  points 
have  brought  forward  are  the 
main  essentials  of  the  Bill,  because 
without  these  modifications  Z  do  not 
see  how  this  Bill  can,  pass  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  I  am  sincerely  anxious 
that  the  Bill  when  it  passes  this  House 
shall  not  show  any  provision  which 
does  manifest  injustice  to  the  trade  or  any 
person  connected  with  the  trade  which 
would  have  to  be  amended  in  another 
place.    I  believe  that  upon  the  exten- 
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sion  of  the  time-limit,  the  enlarging  of  the 
basis  of  compensation,  and  the  position 
of  these  houses  after  the  Bill  becomes 
law — on  the  modification  of  Clauses  1,  3, 
and  10 — ^largely  depends  the  fate  of  this 
measure.  The  object  of  those  who  sit 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  in  the  laboriooa 
weeks  which  lay  before  us,  diould  be 
BO  to  mould  and  fashion  this  measure 
that  when  it  leaves  this  House  it  should 
present  a  permanent  and  just  scheme 
of  temperance  reform  such  as  can  be 
accept«l  and  defended  by  all  reasonable 
peo^e  in  the  country. 

•Mb.  SNOWDEN  (Blackburn):  As 
very  frequent  refwences  have  been  madia 
to  myself  in  the  progress  of  tbia 
debate  I  should  like  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  my  position  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  I  approach  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question  from  the  point  of 
view  of  temperance  reform.  I  can 
speak,  I  think,  also  in  the  name  of  those 
with  whom  I  am  associated.  We  recog- 
nise the  great  necessity  of  removing 
every  stumbling  block  from  the  path 
which  makes  for  the  social  and  moral 
betterment  of  the  people.  This  Bill  ia 
not  a  panacea  for  all  the  evils  of  drinl^ 
but  so  far  as  it  is  a  temperance  measure, 
it  seeks  to  promote  social  reform  in  the 
direction  of  curtailing  the  oppcvtunities 
of  obtaining  drink.  Quotations  have 
been  made  from  an  article  I  wrote,  with 
the  object  of  giving  the  impression  that 
I  hold  the  opinion  that  the  reduction 
of  facilities  is  not  likely  to  cause 
a  reduction  in  intemperance.  My  pur- 
pose in  giving  the  ^gures  which  have 
been  quoted  this  aft<ffnoon  was  to  point 
out  that  while  I  admit  that  there  ia  a 
connection  between  facilities  and  tlie 
amount  of  drink  consumption  and 
drunkenness,  it  is  not  the  only,  or,  in 
my  opinion,  the  most  important  factor 
in  the  case.  In  my  opinion,  there  are 
other  factora  of  far  greater  influence 
and  importance.  The  drink  question 
is  not  a  simple  question.  It  is  not  a 
question  that  can  be  treated  as  an 
isolated  question;  it  is  part  of  the  whole 
social  problem,  and  if  we  approach  the 
consideration  of  this  question,  or  indeed 
the  consideration  of  any  with  a  reasonable 
hope  of  arriving  at  a  proper  solution  we 
shall  have  to  consider  it  as  a  whole. 
The  two  other  factors  for  consideration 
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to  which  I  attach  great  impoitance,  are 
the  social  and  industrial  condition  of 
the  people  and  the  method  of  supply. 
By  that  I  mean  the  financial  interest 
which  the  hrewers  and  publicans  have 
in  the  supply  of  drink.   I  do  not  say 
that  the  brewers  and  publicans  are  worse 
l^n  any  other  people.   I^hey  go  into 
the  drink  traffic  as  others  go  into  Other 
trades,  in  order  to  make  a  living ;  but, 
unfortunately,  so  far  as  the  drink  traffic 
is  concerned,  it  is  only  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  drunkenness  that  they  can  get 
rich.   This  Bill  doeB  not  propose  to 
touch  those  two  important  factors.  The 
hon.  Member  who  moved  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill  souf^t  to  prove  that  there 
was  no  connection  between  facilities 
and  drunkenness,  and  referred  to  Dur- 
ham, Glamorganshire,  and  Yorkshire,  and 
showed  that  th  ^,se  co un'  i3S  had  the  highest 
percentage  of  drunkenness.    But  it  is 
not  the  question  of  faciUties  at  all  in 
those  three  counties.  In  those  counties 
the  factor  is  the  sociil  and  industriil 
condiions,  especiilly  housing.  There 
are    instances  where  with   a  small 
number    of   licences   convictions  for 
drunkenness  are  high,   because  there 
are  other  important  factors.    Apart  from 
these  things  I  do  not  think  it  is  pobsible 
to  prove  connection  between  facilities 
and  drink  consumption.   When  prohibi- 
tion was  established  in  the  State  of 
Uaine,  the  number  of  arrests  for  drxmken- 
ness  increased.   But    nobody  would 
maintain  that  there  was  more  drunken- 
ness after  the  establishment  of  prohibi- 
tion than  before.   This  is  not  a  matter 
to  be  decided  by  convictions  f  ir  dranken- 
n?ss,  but  by  common  sense.  I  thinkall  are 
convinced  that  there  ia  a  change  coming 
over  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people. 
I  think  that  change  is  most  manifest 
among  what  I  might  describe  as  the 
better  part  of  our  artisan  population. 
I  believe  there  is  one  class  who  drink 
much  more  than  they  formerly  did  : 
men   of  the  commercial   class  who 
have    the    command   of   their  own 
time.   That  is  the  cUss    which  is 
numerically  increasing  so  much.  They 
do   not   spend  hours   together   in  a 
public-house,    but   they   visit  public- 
houses  vcrj'  frequently  with  friends  in 
the  course  of  business,  and  in  obedience 
to  very  foolish  ideas  they  think  that 
it  is  a  social  obligation  to  t&ka  drink. 
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I  think  tiiat  drinking  due  to  that  cause 
could  be  very  greatly  diminished  if  the 
facilities  were  reduced.  But  that  would  not 
justify  the  conclusion  that  the  reduction 
in  the  consumpticm  would  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  reduction  of  facilities ;  still, 
if  the  number  of  houses  were  reduced, 
there  would  be  less  incentive  to  a  pub- 
lican to  push  the  sale  of  drink  for  the 
sake  of  making  a  living.  I  believe  the 
fact  is  that  something  like  one-third  of 
the  Ucences  change  h-^nds  every  year 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a 
living.  Only  a  few  years  ago  the  chief 
constable  in  my  constituency  reported 
to  the  licensing  magistrates  that,  owing 
to  the  c(mditions  under  which  the  tied 
house  tenants  held  their  licences,  it  was 
practically  impassible  for  them  to  make 
a  living,  and  they  were  therefore  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  various  methods  of 
encouraging  men  to  visit  their  houses. 
But  a  reduction  of  that  class  of  public- 
houses  woohl  remove,  I  do  not  say 
entirely,  but  to  some  extent  at  any  rate, 
the  incentives  which  the  publican  is 
compslled  at  the  present  time  to  offeT- 
to  men  in  order  to  push  the  sile  of  drink 

and  make  a  living.    These  reasons  

they  might  be  added  to — are  quite  suffi- 
cient in  my  opinion  to  justify  our  support 
of  this  Bill,  which  prop^aes  to  promote 
temperance  reform  by  the  reduction  of 
licences.  The  other  f  'ustor,  a  very  im- 
portant factor,  namely  the  social  and 
industrial  condition  of  the  people,  cannot 
be  embodied  in  a  Licensing  Bill  nor  in 
any  one  Bill  of  any  kind.  Spsaking 
paradoxically,  we  shftll  have  to  be  moving 
in  a  great  many  directions  at  the  same 
time  in  order  to  attain  the  improved 
condition  of  the  industrial  classes.  I 
now  come  to  the  second  part  of  the  Bill, 
namely,  the  time-limit.  Supposing  we 
had  reason  to  beheve  that  a  reduction 
of  the  number  of  licences  would  be 
followed  by  a  prop  irtionate  reduction 
of  drinking,  or  supposing  we  reduced  thft 
number  of  licences  by  one-half,  be- 
lieving tiiat  the  amount  of  drinking 
would  be  reduced  by  one-half,  then, 
although  I  do  not  admit  that  the 
publican  has  a  moral  ri;^ht  to  one 
penny  of  comp3nsation,  yet,  if  I  believed 
that  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  licences  would  be  followed  by  a 
proportionate  reduction  in  drinking.  I 
would  advocate  that  the  State  should 
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pay  a  monetary  compensation  in  order 
that  that  shoi^d  be  brought  about  at 
once,  and  I  venture  to  uiink  that  it 
would  be  the  best  bargain  that  the  State 
had  ever  made.  But  I  do  not  ex- 
pect, as  I  have  said,  that  the  reduction 
of  facilities  would  be  followed  by  a  pro- 
portionate reduction  in  di  inking,  but 
it  wjuld  be  followed  by  some  reduction, 
at  any  rate.  Now,  as  to  this  time-limit, 
I  do  not  admit  the  right  of  the  drink 
^ffic  to  a  mone  :aiy  compensation.  Men 
on  the  To  y  benches,  or  who  ought  to 
be  on  those  benches,  acknowledge  the 
same  thing.  The  Act  of  1904  is  an 
admission  that  there  is  no  permanent 
interest  in  a  licence.  A  quotation  was 
_|^ven  in  the  course  of  the  debate  this 
afternoon  in  which  the  o|.inion  was  ex- 
pressed that  the  time-limit  would  form 
a  precedent  for  future  legislation.  Hay 
I  be  permitted  to  expound  my  opinion 
on  that  matter  ?  I  am  no  lawyer ; 
thank  heaven  I  have  not  come  to  that 
yet ;  but  I  know  sufficient  of  the  practice 
and  theory  of  English  law  to  be  aware 
that  it  recognises  no  such  thing  as  a 
permanent  right,  either  in  a  licence  or 
in  any  other  form  of  property.  The 
only  thing  the  law  acknowledges  u  the 
right  of  the  individual  to  protection  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  property,  so  long 
as  that  enjoyment  is  not  against  the 
public  welfare.  But  £8  soon  cs  any  kind 
of  injury  is  inflicted  on  the  public  welfare 
then  the  public  welfare  must  be  supreme. 
That  has  been  admitted  over  and 
over  agf in.  The  Lands  Clauses  Act 
is  an  interference  with  the  right  of 
private  contmct  with  such  compensa- 
tion as  the  ccmmuiiity  shall  decide  to 
be  fair  and  equitable ;  and  ma  k  you, 
that  camper  sation  va  i  s  accoroing 
to  what  has  been  regarded  as  the  per- 
manent nature  of  the  property  to  be 
appropriated  it  varies  in  different  degrees. 
It  has  already  been  admitted  that  there 
is  no  permanent  right  to  any  licence, 
and  therefore  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion cannot  be  the  same  ts  it  would  be 
in  the  ctse  of  land,  or  railways,  or  mines, 
where  undoubtedly  the  State  has  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  the  individual  to 
enjoy  the  property  so  long  as  that  right 
to  enjoy  the  property  does  not  conmct 
with  the  public  welfare.  I  do  not  see 
that  those  who  are  objecting  to  the 
time-limit  have  any  right  to  complain 
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that  this  thin^  has  been  suddenly  spranjg 
upon  them  without  any  warning.  It  is 
nearly  forty  years  since  a  responsible 
Government  proposed  it.  It  is  some- 
thing like  thirteen  years  since  another 
Government  introduced  a  local  veto 
Bill  which,  if  it  had  been  carried,  would 
have  given  the  people  the  right  to  close 
public-houses  without  compensation.  It 
is  only  ten  years  since  hon.  Members, 
who  were  then  associated  with  the  Con- 
serrotive  Party,  introduced  into  this 
House,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Church 
of  England  Temperance  Society,  a 
Bill  for  a  time-limit.  Ten  years 
ago  a  Royal  Commission  reported  in 
favour  of  a  time-limit,  o",  at  any  rate, 
certain  members  of  it  did  so.  Then, 
again,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  is  only 
one  country,  or  only  one  State  in  the 
world,  where  monetary  compensation 
has  been  recognised,  when  the  State 
has  decided  to  assume  control  of  the 
licences  or  to  abolish  the  licences  alto- 
gether— that  is  the  State  of  Victoria. 
I  submit,  therefore,  that  the  tr&de  has 
had  ample  warning,  and  they  ought  to 
have  been  preparing  for  what  they  kneW 
must  come  sooner  or  later,  because  every 
sensible  man  was  aware  that  the  present 
condition  of  things  wts  not  permanent. 
Then  as  to  the  period  proposed  by  this 
Bill  for  the  trade  to  recoup  itself.  The  es- 
tim  te  of  what  is  c  Jled  the  monopoly  value 
of  the  ticencee  is  given  as  £100,0CO,00O. 
Five  per  cent,  over  fourteen  years  would 
give  something  like  a  redemi>tion  of 
that  sum,  and  yet  we  are  told  that 
the  trade  is  incapable  of  increasing 
its  profits  by  5  per  cent.  Suppose  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  in 
need  of  revenue,  and  he  proposed  to 
increase  the  beer  tax  by  £5  000.000.  The 
Conservative  Government  increased  the 
taxation  on  beer  by  £3,000,000,  and 
the  trade  adapted  itself  to  that  increased 
revenue.  By  that  Party  the  taxation 
on  beer  has  been  increased  20  per  cent, 
within  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  the 
trade,  I  repeat,  has  cdapted  itself.  In 
order  to  recoup  themselves  under  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  Bill,  they 
would  require  to  find  £5,000,000  or  at 
the  very  most  £6,000,000  a  year,  and 
they  certainly  are  lamentably  lacking 
in  business  capacity  if  they  are  not  able 
to  do  that.  Of  course,  we  know  who 
will  have  to  pay  it.^he  customecs 
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will  have  to  pay  it.  The  customer  is 
paying  it  now.  So  much  for  the 
objections  to  the  time-limit.  There  are 
j  uet  one  or  two  other  matters  upon 
which  I  want  to  touch.  One  is  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  local  veto 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  licences.  I 
believe  in  local  veto  as  a  principle,  but 
ever  since  I  began  to  make  inquiries 
upon  this  matter  I  have  doubted  whether 
in  operation  it  will  do  very  much  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  drunkenness. 
But  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
local  veto  as  applied  to  existing  licences, 
and  local  veto  in  regard  to  the  issue  of 
new  licences.  In  Queensland  they  have 
local  option  which  enables  a  vote  of 
the  locality  to  close  existing  public- 
houses.  A  clause  in  the  same  Act 
enables  a  majority  of  the  electors  to 
veto  the  issue  of  proposed  new  licences. 
In.  not  a  single  case  has  the  veto  been 
exercised  in  regard  to  existing  licences, 
hut  nearly  80  per  cent,  of  the  proposed 
new  licences  have  been  vetoed.  The 
reason  for  the  difference  is,  of  course, 
obvious.  In  the  one  case  an  interest 
has  been  created.  The  people  who 
■vote  know  the  man.  He  is  probably 
a  neighbour  or  a  friend,  and  sympathy 
enters  into  the  consideration  of  the 
question,  but  in  regard  to  new  licences 
no  interest  whatever  has  been  created. 
1  believe,  under  the  operation  of  that 
clause  in  the  Bill,  when  it  becomes  an 
Act,  that  in  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  cases  the  people  will  veto  the  issue 
of  new  licences.  I  prefer  that  the 
people  should  have  this  decision 
rather  than  the  b^nch  of  Ucensing 
magistrates.  The  people  know  the 
needs  of  the  locality  better  than  the 
bench  of  magistrates.  There  is  no 
difference  in  principle  between  the  two 
Ihings,  but  there  is  a  little  difference 
in  form*  The  magistrates,  at  any  rate, 
are  suj^osed  to  be  acting  on  b^lf  of 
the  people,  and  local  veto  is  simply 
allowing  the  people  to  act  for  themselves 
and  not  merely  through  their  proxies 
the  licensing  bench  of  magistrates.  There 
ia  another  re:  son  why  I  approve  of  the 
proposed  adoption  of  local  veto,  even  in 
this  limited  form.  I  think  it  is  better 
that  a  new  thing  should  begin  in  a  small 
way  rather  than  in  a  more  extended 
form.   Fourteen   years   will  accustom 


the  people  to  voting  on  these  questions, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  therefore,  I 
think  an  educated  public  opinion  will 
be  far  better  able  to  deal  justly  with 
the  question  of  continuing  or  vetoing 
licences  than  if  the  full  power  of  Icoal 
veto  were  conferred  at  the  present  time. 
I  believe  that  during  the  per'od  of  the 
time-limit  public  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  temperance  question  will  have  ripened 
very  much,  ai^  th  t  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  public  opinion  will  be 
piepared  to  deal  with  the  third  factor 
in  the  question  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
namely,  the  method  of  supply;  and 
I  believe  the  people  will  take 
the  contxol  of  the  drink  traffic  in 
the  fullest  and  most  complete  sense 
of  the  word.  The  elim'n^'ion  of  all 
financial  interest  is  at  any  rate  an  option 
I  should  like  to  see  given  to  the  people 
at  the  expiration  of  the  time-limit.  Just 
one  word  upon  another  aspect  of  the 
question,  anid  I  speak  now.  for  myself 
only,  and  that  is  the  question  of  clubs. 
I  have  already  referred  to  the  provision 
which  enables  the  people  to  veto  tfae  issue 
of  new  licences.  What  is  the  use  of 
vetoing  the  issue  of  new  licences  if  the 
minority  who  want  the  licences  ere 
going  to  have  liberty  to  form  a  club 
in  which,  practically  without  r^ulfttion 
and  without  control,  they  can  drink 
every  hour  of  the  day  and  night?  I 
feel  most  keenly  upon  this  question, 
because  I  believe  temperance  reform 
is  absolutely  impossible  unless  you  are 
prepared  to  deal  drastically  with  this 
question  of  clubs.  There  hrs  been  in 
the  past  few  years  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  clubs.  It  has  not  been  very 
rapid,  I  admit,  because  there  has  not 
been  the  encouragement  to  form  clubs, 
but  with  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
public -houses,  with  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  local  veto  over  the  issue  of 
new  licences,  it  is  perfectly  certain  that 
there  will  be  a  much  more  rapid  increase 
in  the  number  of  clubs  than  has  taken 
place  during  the  last  few  years.  There- 
fore, if  the  power  to  foim  these 
clubs  be  left  even  as  it  is  proposed  in 
this  Bill  it  will  defeat  the  end  of 
all  other  parts  of  the  Bill  which  have 
aimed  at  temperance  reform.  Many  ol 
the  clubs  which  have  been  formed  in  ths 
last  few  years  arp,  |ftqtl\ii^,inore.  than 
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public-houses  owned  by  b  -ewers,  as  much 
tied  houses  as  any  tied  public-house.  I 
deplore  the  want  of  couri^  on  the  part 
•!  obtain  politicians  in  grappling  with 
this  question.  I  do  not  fear  the  club 
vote.  I  do  not  believe  the  club  vote  is  so 
s'lrong  numerically  as  some  seem  to  think. 
I  feel  so  strongly  the  need  for  dealing 
drastically  with  this  question  that  I  am 
prepared  to  defy  the  club  vote.  Without 
the  treatment  of  this  question  drastically 
you  might  as  well  give  up  all  hope  of 
temperance  reform.  There  is  just  another 
matter  in  connection  with  the  BiU  to 
which  I  have  heard  no  reference  made 
so  far,  and  that  is  the  fact  that  it  does  not 
deal  with  grocers'  licences.  Had  it 
proposed  to  deal  with  grocers*  licences  I 
believe  that  would  have  been  the  most 
popular  clause  in  the  Bill.  No  one 
supports  grocers*  licences  except  grocors 
who  have  licences,  and  I  think  it  is 
universally  admitted  that  they  are  as 
potent  a  cause  of  intemperance,  es- 
pecially among  women,  as  the  ordinary 
public-house.  The  last  speaker  made  a 
suggestion  that  the  time-limit  should  be 
extended.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
do  no  such  thing.  From  what  I  know  of 
the  feeling  in  the  country  I  am  convinced 
that  if  the  Government  extend  the  time- 
limit  they  will  take  the  heart  out  of  those 
who  are  agitating  and  supporting  this 
Bill  in  the  country.  Fourteen  years  is 
far  longer  than  the  trade  had  any  right 
to  expect.  It  is  far  too  generous.  We 
want  something  doing  in  oa:  lifetime. 
We  do  not  want  to  wait  twenty-one 
years.  Very  brave  words  have  bew 
uttered  from  that  bench  and  even  braver 
words  have  been  uttered  in  the  country 
by  responsible  Ministers.  They  have 
declared  that  they  mean  to  stand  by  the 
main  provisions  of  this  Bill.  I  ho^ 
they  will.  They  have  upon  their  side  m 
supporting  this  Bill  such  a  combination 
as  I  think  has  never  supported  a  measure 
before.  They  have  all  the  churches  and 
religious  organisations  of  the  country, 
they  have  the  organised  labour  move- 
ment solid  in  their  support,  and  the  en- 
thusiastic support  of  those  of  us  who  sit 
upon  these  benches.  Therefore  I  hope 
they  will  not  take  their  hand  away  from 
the  plough,  that  they  will  persevere  and 
pass  this  measure  into  law,  and  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  by  so  doing  they 
will   have   made   a   beginning  which 
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eventually  will  bring  untold  hippiness, 
comfort  and  health  to  the  psople  of  tiiis 
country. 

*Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
We  all  recognise  the  authority  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  sp»ks  and  the 
sincerity  of  purpose  thst  iispires  all  his 
spaeches,  and  I  am  sure  all  Liberals,  as 
far  as  I  know  on  this  side,  are  espacially 
glad  to  know  that  we  have  organised 
labour  als3  upsn  our  side.  It  has  been 
gratifying,  at  any  rate,  to  know  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  that  everyone  who 
h-is  spoken,  whether  on  this  side  or  that, 
is  a  very  strong  supporter  of  the  temp3r- 
auce  movement,  espacially  hon.  Members 
on  the  other  side.  Their  voices  grow 
quite  pithetic  when  they  declire  their 
adhesion  to  the  great  tempsrance  cause. 
Th^  only  regret  is  that  they  could  not 
support  this  particular  BiU  because  it 
did  not  attain  th-;  purpise  so  dear  to 
their  hearts.  The  remedy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Honiton 
was  quite  simple.  When  he  found  a 
man  who  got  drunk  he  would  fine  him 
the  first  time  at  a  pretty  big  figure,  at  a 
still  bigger  figure  on  the  second  occasion, 
and  send  him  to  prison  on  the  third — a 
very  drastic  and  heroic  remedy  for 
drunkenness.  As  far  as  the  Royal  Com- 
mission is  concerned,  the  unanimous 
Report  has  been  referred  to  more  than 
once  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  There 
were  direct  representatives  of  the  trade 
on  that  Commission,  and  they  came 
unanimously  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  a  gigantic  evil  to  be  remedied,  and 
that  no  sacrifice  was  too  great  in  procur- 
ing the  diminution  of  what  they  unani- 
mously called  a  national  degradation.  I 
have  listened  during  the  debate  to  dis- 
cover what  is  the  remedy  and  who  is  to 
make  iAie  sacrifice.  So  far  as  I  can 
understand,  everyone  recommends  every- 
one else  to  make  the  sacrifice  and  find  the 
remedy.  I  take,  it  that  this  Licensing 
Bill,  at  any  rate,  is  the  answer  of  the 
Liberal  Party  to  the  remedy  and  to  the 
sacrifice  asked  of  the  coxmtry.  With 
regard  to  this,  I  think  the  leading  point  of 
dijierence  between  the  two  sides  on  thia 
occasion  has  been  that  the  Conservative 
Members  say  :  You  reaUy  cannot  do 
much  by  Act  of  ParUament.  What  you 
want  to  do  is  to  en%hten  public  opinion.** 
It  is  said  you  cannot  make,  a  man 
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sober    by    Act   of    Parliament.  la 
a  certain  sense  that  is  true.  You 
cannot  make  him  industrious,  educated, 
and    learned.     But    that    does  not 
prevent  us  from  passing  Acts  of  Par- 
liament on  these  questions.   If  I  were 
asked  the  question  I  should  think  an  Act 
of  Parliament  bas  more  pawer  over  the 
sobriety  of  the  people  tlum  almost  any 
other  part  of  public  life.   The  existence 
of  licences  and  the  restrictions  with 
which  the  trade  is  surrounded  is  the 
very  admission  of  the  right  of  Parliament 
to  regulate  the  trade,  and  why  should 
we  not  say  that  Parliament  will  diminish 
the  number  of  licences — that  is,the  tempta- 
tion to  drinking  !    In  the  second  place, 
as  far  as  local  option  is  concerned,  it 
will  not  make  a  man  sober,  bat  it  will  give 
him  the  opportunity  to  make  himself 
sober,  which  is  a  much  more  important 
thing.    Is  there  or  is  there  not  any 
relationship   between   the   number  of 
licences  and  the  temptation  to  drinking 
and  to  drunkenness  f   There  are  two 
answers  to  that  question.   First  of  all, 
the  experiment  of  free  trade  in  drink, 
that  is,  an  unlimited  number  of  licences, 
has  been  tried.    If  the  number  of  licences 
has  nothing  to  do  with  drinking,  how 
comes  it  that  when  the  free  trade  experi- 
ment was  made  drunkenness  was  more 
rife  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  and 
when  the  convers3  of  that  movement 
took  place  in  Liverpool,  the  city  again 
grew  more  sober  ?    Is  not  that  really 
almost  a  conduuve  answer  1   It  proves 
that  Ihe  increased  number  of  licences 
increased  the  facilities  for  drinking,  and 
led  to  drunkenness.    In  the  Act  of  1904, 
the    whole    principle    underlying  the 
measure  was  that  if  you  decrease  the 
number  of  licences  you  have  a  great 
temperance  measure.   It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  answer  to  thoss  two 
suggestions  of  mine.    The  Liverpool  free 
trade  experiment  and  the  Act  of  1904: 
prove  conclusively  that  there  is  a  relation- 
ship between  the  number  of  licences 
and  the  facilities  for  drink.    In  regard 
to  the  second  principle  in  the  Bill — 
the  time-limit — that  is  a  point  on  which 
there  is  considerable  difierence  of  opinion. 
I  do  not  propose  to  go  as  far  as  my  hon. 
friend's  philosophical  disquisition  on  this 
point.    You  must  look,  when  you  have 
regard  to  the  time-Umit,  at  what  you  are 
time  limiting.   Something  is  said  about 


licences  and  freeholds.   The  Leader  of 

the  Opposition,  whose  absence  we  all 
regret,  has  said  more  than  once  that 
he  never  pretended  for  a  moment  that 
there  was  a  freehold  in  licences  in  this 
country.  That  being  so,  we  must  look 
at  the  property  that  we  are  time  limiting. 
As  far  back  as  eighty  years  ago  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  passed  which  said  that 
these  licences  should  be  for  one  year 
only.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  not 
a  continuation  of  the  old  licence,  but  the 
granting  of  a  new  licence  for  the  sub- 
sequent year.  That  went  on  until  1882, 
when  a  cas?  was  tried  in  the  High  Court 
which  decided  the  principle  that  we  say 
has  always  been  the  law  of  England 
as  to  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates. 
In  1883,  Thomas  Nash,  the  legal  ad^dser 
to  the  Licensed  Victuallers'  Association, 
wrote  to  the  papers  saying  that  this  was 
no  new  thing  to  him,  but  a  secret  of  the 
trade  for  many  years  past,  and  it  had 
been  divulged,  perhaps  unnecessarily, 
by  this  case,  and  that  they  all  knew  that 
subject  to  the  appeal  to  quarter  ssssions 
the  justices  had  unlimited  discretion 
over  the  licences.  In  1891,  it  was  put 
bsyond  controversy  in  the  Sharps 
and  Wakefield  case.  The  trade 
knew  all  about  the  matter,  and  so 
it  remained  until  the  Act  of  1904. 
What  we  have  to  consi  d  3r  is  w  hat 
differmce  the  Act  of  1904  made. 
What  tiw  Act  of  1904  does  is  to  provide 
that,  when  a  licence  is  talron  away  simply 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  required, 
compensation  shall  be  paid  by  the  remain- 
ing members  of  the  trade.  The  Con- 
servative Government  of  that  time  did 
not  venture  to  say  that  there  was  a 
freehold  in  licences.  It  was  never  sug- 
gested that  they  were  taking  something 
which  the  licensee  possessed,  but  that 
the  surviving  licensees  should  compensate 
the  man  whose  licence  was  taken  away. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  really  the  1904  Act  was 
simply  the  corollary  of  what  took  place 
under  the  boom  of  1896.  During  those 
years  the  brewers  tied  the  houses,  and 
in  1904  the  Conservative  Government 
tied  th-?  magistrates  The  question  of  the 
principle  is  not  in  doubt,  and  it  is  umply 
a  question  of  how  long.  Although 
not  much  is  heard  about  it  in  this  House, 
the  licence  is  talked  of  in  the  country 
as  if  it  were  a  freehold.   ]b*the  caaeof  a 
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freehold  a  man  would  be  entitled  to 
twenty,  twenty-five,  or  thirty  years' 
pOTchase  as  compensation.  But  licences 
are  not  freeholds,  and  the  time-limit  of 
fourteen  years  is  simply  a  concession 
made  for  the  expectancy  which  the 
holders  have  had.  These  so-called  free- 
holds are  not  insured ;  nobody  ever 
heard  of  a  man  insuring  his  freehold. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  Yes."]  What, 
insuring  your  freehold  title  ?  [ '  n  Hon. 
Ueubeb:  Yes,  against  fire.]  That^  of 
course,  is  a  very  wise  precaution  to  take. 

Ur.  WILLI  AM  RUTHERFORD 

(Liverpool,  West  Derby) :  You  can  insure 
against  robbery. 

*Mb.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  :  But  you  do 
not  insure  your  freehold.  No  man  can 
Tun  away  with  an  &cn  of  land  and  you 
'wonldnot  think  of  insuring  your  freehold. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD: 
We  shall  have  to  do  so  now. 

*Mb.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  is  the  great  Socialist 
Member  for  liverpool.  I  am  astonished 
at  his  interruption.  My  submission  is 
that  nobody  insures  a  freehold.  You 
may  insure  against  fire,  spoliation,  or 
even  an  earthquake,  but  you  never 
insure  your  freehold.  When  these 
licences  are  sold,  what  is  the  principle 
which  a  valuer  applies  to  them  1  He 
goes  down  to  the  house,  and  having 
found  out  how  many  barrels  of  beer  and 
gallons  of  spirits  are  sold  in  the  house  in 
the  year,  puts  10s.  profit  per  barrel  on 
the  beer  and  58.  profit  per  gallon  on  the 
■spirits,  find  calculates  the  annual  profit 
in  this  way.  Then  he  asks  how  many 
years  purchase  he  should  allow,  end  if 
he  is  r.  wise  valuer  he  considers  the 
structure  of  the  house,  the  number 
of  public-houses  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  whether  the  local  magistrates  are 
energetic  or  supine.  If  the  result  is 
Tinfavourr.ble  in  all  these  respects,  he  will 
allow  perhaps  five  years  purchase.  If 
the  result  is  favourable,  he  will  go  as 
high  as  eleven  or  twelve  years  purchase. 
A  man  who  received  nine  or  ten  years 
purchase  on  his  annual  profit  may  in 
general  be  considered  to  have  been 
handsomely  dealt  with ;  but  the  period 
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proposed  in  this  Bill  is  fourteen  years. 
Therefore,  the  Bill  is  perfectly  just 
from  that  point  of  view.  It  is  said  that 
we  have  not  got  all  the  religious  bodies 
on  our  side.  I  know  there  are  some 
bishops  who  are  not  with  us,  but  I  think 
there  are  at  least  six  bishops  who  support 
us  very  strongly.  No  Welsh  bishop 
opposes  this  Bill,  or  at  any  rate  the 
majority  of  them  have  refused  to  join 
the  movement  against  this  Bill.  I 
agree  with  the  view  that  it  is  not  ad- 
visable to  legislate  too  much  in  front 
of  public  opinion.  As  a  Welsh  Member 
I  am  glad  special  provision  has  been 
made  for  Wales,  because  Wales  is  far 
in  advance  of  England  on  this  question 
of  temperance.  I  am  glad  the  Govern- 
ment has  recognised  that  fact  and  given 
the  people  of  Wales  an  opportunity  of 
saying  how  many  licences  there  shall 
be  in  a  licensing  district.  I  recognise 
that  the  reduction  will  be  subject  to 
compensation,  but  I  nevertheless  think 
that  considerable  good  will  accrue  from 
this  provision.  But  as  to  that  part 
of  the  Bill  dealing  with  clubs,  it  is  abso- 
lutely no  good  whatever  taking  away 
a  licence  if  a  club  is  to  be  substituted. 
My  hon.  friends  on  the  Government 
Bench  must  take  their  courage  in  botli 
hands  and  deal  with  clubs.  It  is  no 
good  passing  a  Licensing  Bill  upon  these 
lines.  We  ought  to  make  a  club  pay 
licence  duties.  I  do  not  stand  up  for 
the  publican  especially,  but  it  does 
seem  hard  on  th.'i  publican,  who  .has  to 
pay  a  licence,  that  he  should  have  a 
club  next  door  paying  neither  licence 
nor  compensation.  I  know  a  club  Ihe 
receipts  of  which  a-^  £90  a  week,  and  the 
publican  close  by  takes  £50  a  week, 
and  while  the  publican  has  to  pay  £40 
for  his  licence  and  £60  compensation 
levy,  or  £100  a  year,  the  club  simply 
pays  a  registration  fee  of  5s.  a  year. 
That  is  ridtculom.  Financial  arguments 
have  been  very  much  gone  into  in  the 
debate,  but  the  financial  considerations 
should  not  have  too  much  weight,  because 
higher  considerations  are  involved  in 
this  case.  I  agree  that  it  would  be 
well  worth  while  making  a  great  sacrifice 
to  get  a  proper  control  over  the  drink 
traffic.  [OpposmoN  cries  of  "Hear, 
hear."]  I  am  still  of  that  opinion 
although  my  hon.  friends  opposite  agree 
with  me.    In  nyrg„^^^@0€)gb»**«r 
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which  must  he  fought  out.  Everyone 
knows  that  the  liquor  trade  lies  at  the 
root  of  most  of  the  poverty,  crime,  and 
misery  in  the  country,  and  until  this 
problem  is  dealt  with  drastically  we 
shall  never  have  that  happy  and  con- 
tented England  which  we  all  desire. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD: 
I  desire  to  ofEer  a  few  words 
in  opposition  to  1^  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  a  destructive  and 
restrictive  measure  which  is  only 
masquerading  as  a  temperance  measure. 
It  has  been  said  that  we  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  are  devoting  ourselves 
to  the  interests  of  the  hrewera  and  publi- 
cans. I  will  leave  others  to  speak 
for  the  brewers  and  publicans ;  I  wish 
to  give  the  view  of  the  man  in  the  street 
— the  man  who  is  a  moderate  consumer 
of  alcoholic  drinks,  who  does  not  get 
drunk — in  short,  the  representative  per- 
son in  England  and  Wales ,  who  is  not  a  tee- 
totallerand  nota  drunkard.  I  think  that 
in  considering  this  question  it  is  certainly 
desirable  to  look  at  the  question  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  consumer.  I 
admit  with  the  last  speaker,  and  with  the 
most  fervent  of  the  teetotaller  orttors 
we  have  heard  on  the  other  side,  all  the 
evils  of  drunkenness.  In  i?07  we  had 
197,000  convictions  for  drunkenness  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  every  man  in 
this  House  knows  of  cases  in  his  own 
experience  where  homes  are  bhghted, 
where  prospects  fail,  and  where  homes 
are  broken  up  by  this  terrible  evil.  We 
on  this  side  claim  to  be  as  anxious  to  put 
down  drunkenness  as  any  of  those  hon. 
Members  who  hav«  addressed  the  House 
in  support  of  the  Bill,  and  we  are  pre- 
pared to  make  allowances  for  some  of 
our  friends,  because  those  who  are  total 
abstainers  themselves  honestly  think  that 
the  same  course  of  conduct  would  be  the 
best  thing  for  everybody  else.  Those 
men  are  certainly  entitled  to  put  their 
views  before  the  community  in  the  face  of 
the  terrible  evils  which  undoubtedly  exist, 
but  their  views  should  not  be  allowed  on 
an  occasion  like  this  to  obscure  our  views, 
or  to  cause  us  to  take  any  mistaken  view 
of  the  general  position.  My  proposition 
is  that  it  is  not  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors 
that  ought  to  be  interfered  with  ;  it  is 
the  abuse,  and  mere  repression  is  no 
remedy.   There  are  countries,  and  there 


are  religions,  where  the  use  of  alcoholic 
liquors  is  entirely  prohibited,  bat  it  is  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  that  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  the  people  of  every 
country  are  devoid  of  s'!lf-:ontrol, 
and  in  those  countries  evils  of  a  kind 
to  which,  in  comparison,  drunkenness 
is  a  very  feeble  one,  undoubtedly 
abound.  Where  potable  alcohol  in  our 
own  country  and  in  America  cannot  be 
obtained  the  people  take  to  su:;h  liquors 
as  methylated  spirits,  and  there  are  things 
worse  than  that,  such  as  tho  drug  habit. 
I  venture  to  lay  down  two  principles: 
firstly,  that  all  excessive  drinlang  is  ad- 
mittedly a  great  evil,  and  that  we  should 
take  all  reasonable  means  to  put 
an  end  to  it,  pro\'ided  that  in  doing 
so  we  avoid  the  risk  of  incurring 
even  greater  evils ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  moderate  consumption  of  alcohol  is 
not  in  itself  wrong  or  harmful.  Whilst, 
therefore,  we  should  not  be  concerned 
to  interfere  with  the  moderate  and 
legitimate  refreshments  of  the  people, 
we  ought  to  be  directly  concerned — and 
we  ou^t  to  be  prepared  to  do  everything 
that  in  us  lies  to  diminish  it — with  this 
great  national  vice.  How  are  we  to 
carry  this  into  effect  ?  Well,  the  off- 
hand answer  to  this  question  is  that  we 
should  begin  by  closing  up  one-third 
of  the  public-houses.  That  is  the  answer 
made  by  this  Bill,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  off-hand  answer  made 
in  this  way  is  made  by  people  who  have 
not  studied  the  question  of  intemperance, 
or  by  people  who  have  no  practical 
experience  of  public-houses  themselves. 
Those  people  who  have  no  practical 
experience  of  public-houses  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes.  There  are 
the  teetotallers  themselves,  whose  views 
are  absolutely  prejudiced  on  the  questiop^ 
and  we  who  claim  to  be  reasonable  men 
should  not  allow  ourselves  to  be  misled 
either  by  teetotal  views  on  the  one  hand,, 
or  by  the  arguments  of  merely  inter- 
ested people  on  the  other.  We  should 
try  to  look  at  the  thing  fairly  and  squarely* 
The  other  class  includes  the  whole  of  the 
better  classes  in  this  country.  The 
bishops,  to  whom  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  referred  just  now,  know  nothing 
at  all  in  practice  of  the  inside  of  public- 
houses.  They  have  got  their  private 
cellars,  and  they  have  got  their  clubs, 
the  Atiieneeum  and  so  fxtf  wherathej 
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may  meet  their  special  friends  and  talk 

over  matters  with  them.  "When  they 
travel  they  go  to  first  class-hotels.  The 
common  inn  or  public-house  knows  not  the 
bishope  or  the  gentlemen  of  the  superior 
claaa,  and  it  is  equally  true  that  they 
are  not  qualified  by  personal  experience, 
and  much  less  by  necessity,  to  say  any- 
thing really  impcotant  on  the  subject 
of  licensed  houses.  Without  any  dis- 
respect to  the  Members  of  this  House 
who  are  present  to-night,  may  I  say  that 
the  same  thing  appUes  to  them  ?  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  licensed  houses  are  merely 
legislating  for  classes  of  the  community 
of  whose  habits  and  necessities,  by 
experience  at  all  events,  they  know  little 
or  nothing.  They  know  nothing  about 
their  homes,  their  work,  their  leisure, 
or  their  requirements.  Members  of  Par- 
liament can  get  at  any  hour  of  day  or 
night — those  who  are  not  teetotallers — 
any  alcoholic  liquors  they  like  within 
the  precincts  of  this  House,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  necessity  for  th^  going  into 
public -houses.  I  venture  to  point  out 
that  there  is  not  merely  one  means 
of  obtaining  alcoholic  refreshments. 
There  are  four  means  open.  First  of  all 
you  have  the  wine  merchant  to  whom 
any  member  of  the  public  can  go,  and  by 
paying  for  them  get  wines  and  spirits 
to  replenish  their  cellars.  Then  you  have 
clubs,  with  respect  to  which  a  good  deal 
had  been  said  in  the  debate.  In  1904 
there  were  6,371  clubs  registered  in 
England  and  Wales,  in  1906  the  number 
had  increased  to  6,589,*  in  1906  the  number 
bad  increased  to  6,721,  and  in  1709  the 
number  was  6,907.  There  has  been  a 
steady  and  regular  increase  in  the  number 
of  clubs.  All  classes  of  the  community 
have  got  their  clubs.  You  have  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  has  been  called 
one  of  the  best  clubs  in  London.  You 
have  clubs  for  the  bishops  and  others, 
the  Athenseum,  the  Carlton,  and  the 
Eeform,  and  then  you  have  clubs  in 
^hich  a  few  poor  working  men  meet  in 
small  inexpensive  rooms  in  back  streets. 
This  Bill  does  not  reduce  the  number  of 
clubs  automatically  or  in  any  other  way ; 
it  practically  imposes  no  restrictions 
upon  their  formation,  but  it  imposes 
five  distinct  annoyances.  Here  I  am 
opposed  to  my  faon.  and  learned  friend 
who  has  just  spoken,  becaiue  I  think  that 
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clubs  are  harshly  and  improperly  dealt 
with.  Everyone  of  the  five  restrictions 
imposed  on  clubs  are  practical  hardships, 
not  upon  the  best  and  wealthiest  clubs, 
but  upon  poor  men's  clubs,  and  that  is  a 
kind  of  class  distinction  to  which  I  very 
much  object.  What  are  these  diatinc* 
tionsi  First  of  all,  the  Bill  provides 
for  the  compulsoiy  annual  renewal  of 
club  registration.  That  is  a  trifle  in  the 
case  of  the  Athenaeum  or  the  Beform ; 
the  club  would  send  down  the  secretary  to 
carry  out  the  formality.  But  it  is  a  serious 
thing  to  a  club  consisting  of  a  few  poor 
men,  because  it  involves  the  excuse 
of  getting  the  renewal.  Then  there  is  the 
transfer  to  the  licensing  justices  of  juris- 
diction over  clubs  which  is  an  intolerable 
thing  to  inflict  upon  a  voluntary  assembly 
of  Englishmen.  They  do  not  want  their 
clubs  to  be  put  in  the  category  of  licensed 
houses.  They  prefer  the  court  of  sum- 
mary jurisdiction  which  has  always  had 
charge  of  these  affairs  in  the  past.  Thea 
there  is  tiie  right  of  police  entry.  That, 
as  you  know,  would  be  a  mere  farce  with 
regard  to  a  club  tike  the  Reform  or  the 
Devonshire,  but  it  is  a  very  serious  thing 
indeed  in  the  case  of  a  club  of  a  few 
working  men.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Why  ?]  Because  a  police  inspector 
would  not  dare  to  go  into  the  Reform  or 
the  Atheneum  and  act  as  he  would  do 
in  a  poor  man's  club.  In  a  poor  man's 
club  he  would  say  to  a  member  "Tea 
walk  this  chalk  line."  The  police  in* 
spector  would  behave  himself  in  the  same 
way  as  when  he  goes  into  a  public-house. 
The  indignities  to  which  the  poor  man*s 
club  would  be  subjected  by  the  police 
inspector  would  never  be  dreamt  of  in 
the  case  of  the  wealthy  man's  club  in 
Pall  Mall.  Then  there  is  the  question 
of  the  £20  fine.  If  Lord  So-and-So,  or  the 
Duke  of  Something,  had  been  keeping 
a  birthday  at  his  club  and,  if  coming  out 
apparently  the  worse  of  liquor,  he  should 
be  "  spotted "  by  an  extra  intelligent 
policeman,  a  £20  fine  might  be  imposed. 
That  would  be  nothing  to  the  wealthy 
club,  but  such  a  fine  in  the  cAse  of  a  work- 
ing man*s  club  would  be  ruination. 
And,  further,  the  penalty  of  five  years* 
forfeiture  is  the  most  outrageous  sug- 
gestion in  regard  to  clubs  ever  heard  of 
in  any  Bill  previously  brought  before 
this  House.  I  have  described  two  of 
the  means  which  are  opartq^peopk  to 
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get  alcoholic  Uquoia ;  the  third  is  oft- 
licensed  houses,  of  which  theie  are  25,143 

in  England  and  Wales.  There  is  a 
wide  diSerence  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
anything  should  be  done  with  regard 
to  off-licences ;  but  it  is  practically 
admitted  by  the  Government  that 
nothing  can  or  ought  to  be  done  in 
the  way  of  reducing  them,  because 
Uke  Bill  does  not  attempt  to  do  it. 
The  fourth  means  of  obtaining  in- 
toxicating liquor  is  the  public-houses. 
In  1907  there  were  97,554  public-houses 
in  England  and  "Wales — a  great  reduction 
since  1904.  Every  licensee  of  a 
public-house  is  bound  to  be  a  man  of 
good  character,  or  he  cannot  get  a 
licence ;  the  premises  must  be  suitable 
or  the  licence  will  not  be  granted  ;  there 
is  police  supervision  of  the  premises, 
and  practical  publicity  while  the  li(|uor 
is  being  consumed.  All  these  thmgs 
render  the  licensed  public-house  the 
safest  place  for  the  sale  and  consumption 
of  alcoholic  liquors.  But  what  does 
this  Bill  propose  to  do  ?  It  only  attacks 
the  puhho-house,  as  has  been  practically 
pointed  out  by  the  Prime  Minister  and 
all  his  supporters,  and  fails  in  dealing 
with  the  other  sources  of  supply.  The 
Bill  proposes  to  leave  three  means  of 
supply  entirely  unreduced — the  wine  and 
spirit  merchant,  the  club,  and  the  grocers* 
licence.  The  Bill  proposes  to  close  only 
one-third  of  the  existing  licensed  houses, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  that  will  not 
accomplish  any  practical  result  in  the 
way  of  greater  sobriety.  Let  us  take 
an  illustration.  Supposing  in  a  given 
hamlet  you  have  three  public-houses, 
a  grocer's  licence,  and  a  club,  and  that 
rou  have  in  that  hamlet  one  or  two 
habitual  drunkards,  and  twenty  or  thirty 
teetotallers,  and  5,0G0  people  who  are 
moderate  consumers  of  alcmiolic  liquor. 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  ' "] 

•Mb.  LEIF  JONES;  Do  you  only 
give  us  twenty  teetotallers  out  of  a 
population  of  5,000  % 

Mb.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  :  Yes, 
that  is  all.  I  do  not  say  how  many 
professing  teetotallers  there  are,  but  I 
give  what  I  really  believe  to  be  the 
actual  true  figures  of  those  who  carry 
out  the  teetotal  principle.  Supposing 
you  close  one-third  of  the  licensed  houses. 


or  one,  two  are  left,  and  you  have 
still  a  club  and  also  a  grocei^s  licence. 
I    put   it   to  the    House,    will  the 
closing  of  one  licensed  house  out  of 
three  reform  these  one  or  two  dnmkards  ? 
I  submit  that  the  idea  is  absurd.  If 
drink  is  to  be  got  from  any  source  what- 
ever these  habitual  drunkards  will,  in 
spite  of  the  closing  of  a  licensed  house, 
get  it;    and  the  eifect  of  closing  the 
house  will  be  that  a  lai^e  number  of 
law-abiding,  respectable  people  who  do 
not  get  drunk,  but  indulge  in  a  moderate 
amount  of  alcohohc  liquor,  will  be  greatly 
inconvenienced.   In  fact,  the  closing  of 
one  licensed  house  out  of  three,  and 
leaving  two  other  modes  of  acquiring 
liquor  entirely  untouched,  will  do  nothing 
whatever   for  sobriety.   This   is  not 
merely  a  matter  of  argument,  but  is 
proved  by  the  facta  published  in  the 
Blue-boolra,  which  establish  beyond  r.ll 
possible  doubt  that  the  mere  number 
of  public-houses  per  10,000  of  the  popula- 
tion has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  and 
no  relation  to  tiie  number  of  convictions  ^ 
for   drunlffinness.    For   in.stance,  take 
the  County  of  Northumberland.   I  find 
from  the  returns  that  there  are  in  that 
county  20*25  licensed  houses  per  10,000 
ip.habitants,  and  that  the  convictions  for 
dnmkenness  are  no  less  than  146  p3r 
10,000  ot  the  inhabitants ;   where?.s,  in 
Oxfordshire  we  have  three  times  the  num- 
ber of  public-houses  per  10,000 inh'ibitants 
and  11*29  convictions  for  drunkenness, 
or  less  than  one-twelth  of  the  convictions 
for  drunkenness  in  Northumberland.  I 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  extract  from 
the  Blue-books  four  sets  of  counties 
and  four  sets  of  county  boroughs  with 
the  corresponding  figures,  which  I  will 
olier  to  Ihe  House,  as  I  venture  to  think 
that  the  subject  is  one  of  very  great 
importance.   In  Oxfordshire  we  have 
64"7  public-houses  per  10,000  inhabitants 
and  the  convictions  for  drunkenness 
are  11-29.   In  Cambridgeshire  we  have 
74  public-houses  per  10,000  inhabitants 
and  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  are 
12  per  10,000  inhabitants.   In  Norfolk 
we  have  56  public-houses  per  10,000 
inhabitants,   and  the   convictions  for 
drunkenness  are  17.    In  Buckingham- 
shire  we  have   62  public-houses  per 
10,000  inhabitants,  and  the  convictions 
for    dnmkenness    are    19.  Contrast 
those  with  the  foUowing '^untig;  ^  In 
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Cftrr.f.rvor shire  we  have  28  public-houses 
per  10,000  inhabitants,  and  the  convictions 
for  drunkenness  are  55.  In  Lancashire, 
my  own  county,  we  have  23  public- 
houses  per  lO.GOO  inhabitants,  and  I  am 
Sony  to  say  that  the  convictions  for 
drunkenness  are  59.  In  Durham,  we  hive 
23  public-houses  per  10,000  habitants, 
and  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  a"e 
101.  In  Northumberland,  there  are  21 
public-houses  per  10,000  inhabitants,  and 
the  convictions  for  drunkenness,  a"e  146. 
It  might  almost  appear  from  these  figures 
as  if  it  were  true  that  the  more  public- 
houses  there  are  in  any  district  the  less 
the  drunkenness,  and  thit  the  less  the 
public-houses  the  more  the  drunkenness. 
However,  I  do  not  put  it  so  high  as  that. 
In  the  county  boroughs  the  figures  are 
just  as  bad  if  you  compare  them  in  the 
same  way.  I  only  give  the  names  of 
the  places,  and  hon.  Members  can  refer 
to  the  Blue-books  for  themselves.  The 
places  where  there  are  the  fewest  public- 
houses  and  the  most  drunkenness  are 
-West  Ham,  Bootle,  Middlesbrough,  and 
Birkenhetd  ;  and  the  places  wh'?re  there 
are  most  public-houses  and  the  least 
drunkenress  are  Gloucester,  Norwich, 
Canterbury,  and  Bath.  This  also  applies 
to  towns  where  there  are  technics  1 
manufactures  like  Wolverhampton,  where 
there  are  37-54  public-houses  per  10,000 
^nh■^bitant8,  and  only  147  convictions 
for  drunkenness.  I  put  this  question; 
why  should  Birkenhead,  with  only  one- 
half  of  the  licensed  houses  per  10,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  with 
Wolverh^impton,  be  fifteen  times  as 
drunken  ?  It  is  almost  Ps  curious  a 
fact  8S  th^t  a  good  many  teetot  Iters 
have  red  noses.  It  is  one  of  those 
singular  frets  which  nobody  can  explain. 
I  do  not  assert  for  these  figures  that  it  is 
proved  thU  the  more  public-houses  the 
less  drunkeness,  or  vice-ver8a,  but  wh  it 
I  do  say  is  that  it  is  perfectly  clear  there 
is  no  correlation  between  the  number 
of  public-houses  and  the  putting  down 
of  drunkenness.  During  this  debate, 
some  temperance  reformers  have  de- 
mand«l  the  suppression  of  ofi-licences, 
and  some  have  demanded  the  suppres- 
sion of  dabs.  But  my  point  is  that 
so  long  as  the  wealthy  man  can  go 
to  the  wine  merchant  and  buy  his 
Bpirits  and  wine,  so  long  must  you 

Mr.  JFUUam  Sutkerford. 


allow  the  poor  man  to  go  to  the  grocer 
to  buy  his  bottle  ;  and  so  long  ts  you 
allow  men  of  means  to  form  a  club  in 
Pall  Mall  or  Piccadilly  you  cannot  pre- 
vent an  equal  number  of  poor  men  f  om 
fOTming  a  club  and  registering  it  equally 
free  from  restrictions.  The  time  h^s  gone 
by  when  the  Ctovemment  will  be  per- 
mitted under  any  guise  to  make  any 
distinction  between  one  section  of  the 
community  and  another.  In  my  opinion 
you  cannot  and  you  ought  not  to 
stop  the  moderate  consumption  of 
alcoholic  liquors,  and  public-houses  are 
the  safest  places  where  these  liqn<ns 
ought  to  be  consumed.  The  pub- 
licans must  be  of  good  character ; 
the  premises  must  be  of  approved  con- 
struction and  arrangement ;  you  have 
publicity,  and  therefore  these  are  the 
safest  places  where  a  glass  of  beer  can 
be  consumed.  That  is  no  mere  opinion ; 
it  is  proved  by  the  figures  of  last  year, 
where  you  h\ve  197,000  convic- 
tions for  drunkenness,  and  only  744 
publicans  convicted  of  s;lling  alcoholic 
liquor  to  drunken  people.  That  proves 
conclusively  that  96  out  of  197  times  a 
drunkard  is  convicted  of  drunkenness 
before  the  magistrates  he  did  not 
partake  of  that  drink  in  a  public^ 
house.  ["Oh."]  WeU,  those  are  th«i 
facts,  and  that  is  my  inference  from 
them.  Hon.  Members  can  form  their 
opinions,  and  draw  their  inferences. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  give  their  opinions. 
This  Bill  proceeds  upon  the  basis  that 
the  licensed  house  itself  is  the  evil  to 
be  suppressed,  but  that  I  venture  to 
think  is  a  complete  mistake.  It  is  not 
the  house,  but  it  is  the  conduct  of  the 
man  who  overalips  the  limits  of  sobriety, 
either  in  the  licensed  house,  or  by  buying 
a  bottle  of  drink  or  getting  it  in  a  club, 
which  has  to  be  dealt  with.  This  Bill 
makes  as  its  boast  that  it  is  to  put  dowa 
the  brewer  and  the  publican,  whereas 
the  real  temperance  measure  should 
take  as  its  basis  the  putting  down  of 
insobriety.  Houses  of  public  refresh- 
ment and  entertainment  are  a  public 
necessity,  and  instead  of  suppression 
their  conditions  should  be  reformed  and 
improved.  There  are  two  classes  yon 
have  to  deal  with,  not  merely  one. 
There  are  unfortunately  a  few  thousands 
of  drunken  peojg^  jj^^^ij^^^^^ales. 
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but    there    are    millions    for  whom 
tha  public-hoUBO  is  an  essential  con- 
Tenieooe,  and  you  ought  to  help  them 
to  main  a  i^iht  use  of  it.  There 
is  'another  point,   that  catering  for 
the  public  properly  demands  an  out- 
lay of  very  considerable  capital,  and 
if  you  strike  a  blow  at  that  capital  you 
will  certainly  interfere  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  pufolici  and  the  public  who  will 
be  the  snfierers.    This  Bill,  if  really  a 
temperance  measure,  should  contain  some 
prorisions  such  as  the  following: — It 
ought  to  deal  first  with  the  drunkard, 
with  the  man  who  has  been  three  or 
four  times  convicted  in  one  year.  There 
are  several  things  that  might  be  done 
to  him.   He  might  be  disfranchised ; 
Ike    m^ht  be  deprived  of  the  charge 
of   any   young    children ;   he  should 
be  prevented  from  teaching  in  school; 
lie  should  not  be  allowwl  to  be  a 
member  of  any  incorporated  profession 
or  any  trade  union  ;  and  if  these  penalties 
were  inoperative  he  should  be  locked  up. 
Then,  secondly,  as  to  the  drink.  There 
is   nothing   in   this  Bill  which  goes 
to  help  tl^  man  who  wants  a  glass  of 
drink  to  get  a  better  glass  of  drink  than 
he  has  to-dayl   How  about  adultera- 
tion and  &dse  description  of  goods  ? 
I  know  of  cases  where  that  kind  of  thing 
is  going  on  every  day.   I  say  that 
something  should  be  done  to  put  down, 
in  a  far  more  drastic  manner  than  has 
ever  been  attempted,  adulteration  and 
false  description.   Thirdly,  there  is  the 
conduct    of    the   business.     If  this 
were    a    real    temperance  measure, 
why  should   there   not   be   a  clause 
making    every    licensee    provide  on 
demand  such  things  as  tea,  cofiee,  cocoa, 
and  soup  of  a  fairly  good  quality,  and 
simple  eatables  suoh  as  bread  and  butter, 
bread  and  cheese,  and  biscuits,  which 
yon  cannot  get  in  some  licensed  houses 
to-day  1   Tl^gs  of  this  kind  should  be 
xnade  compulsory.  The  principal  reason 
why  the  majority  of  licensees  do  not  do 
that  to-day  is  that  they  are  so  magisterially 
restricted  in  their  space  that  they  have 
found  it  impossible.   Lastly,  there  are 
the  premises  to  be  attended  to.   I  have 
always  been  an  advocate  of  the  policy 
that  the  licensed  house  should  be  large, 
open  and  airy,  well-ventilated,  well- 
lit,  warm  in  winter,  clean,  comfortable, 
respectable,  not  a  place   from  which 
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you  should  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament 
to  keep  children,  but  one  where  no  child 
would  be  soiled  by  entering.   That  is 
the  opposite  side  of  it.    Bach  a  house 
ought  to  be  provided  with  abundance 
of  chairs   and   tablra,  and  be  carried 
on  with  as  little  as  possible  standing 
at   the   bar,    where   the   idea  is  to 
drink  up  and  order  another  or  go  out. 
But  there  again  you  cannot  have  that, 
because  of  the  magisterially  restricted 
space  at  present.  Newspapers  should  be 
provided,    and    there   should   be  an 
abundance  of  games  instead  of  their 
being  prohibited.   Music  also  should  be 
encouraged     instead    of    being  pro- 
hibited.    I   am   giving   a   sketch  of 
what  would  be  an  ideal  public-house. 
The  important  point  is  that  there  are 
thousands  and  thousands  of  men  who 
have  nowhere  else  to  go.  Alternative 
places  have  not  been  provided  by  the 
United  Kingdom  Alliance  or  by  any  of 
the  other  temperance  bodies,  and  men 
are  obliged  to  go  to  a  public-house  in 
order  to  get  that  legitimate  refreshment 
and   entertainment  to  which  after  a 
hard  day*s  work  they  are  entitled.   I  say 
they  would  behave  more  respectably  if 
they  had  respectable  places  to  go  to. 
The  public-house  should  be  made  as  res- 
pectable as  possible  and  not  as  disreput- 
able as  it  is  at  present.   ["  Oh  !  "]  I 
know  what  I  am  speaking  about,  and  a 
good  many  Members  of  this  House  do  not. 
If  the  Legislature  and  the  magistracy 
would  only  give  permission,  I  beluve  the 
large  n'ajority  of  licensees  would  make 
these  improvements  themselves  if  they 
had  an  opportunity.     I  believe  that 
this  Bill  is  merely  destructive.  There 
is  not  a  word  in  favour  of  sobriety  in  it, 
and  from  one  end  to  the  other  there  is 
not  a  word  in  suppression  of  drunken- 
ness.  It  will  do  no  good,  and  I  oppose 
it  because  it  is  wanting  in  every  possible 
element  with  regard  either  to  too  drink 
itself  or  to  the  premises,  or  to  other 
conditions   which   would    make  for 
sobriety  or  temperance. 

♦Me.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  On  this 
occasion,  and  it  may  be  said  also  in  the 
debate  on  the  First  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
no  Member  of  this  House  who  has  spoken, 
no  matter  how  bitterly  opposed  to  the 
Bill  he  may  be,  has  endeavoured  to 
minimise  the  evil^  with  which  it^mports 
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to  deal,  and  the  hon.  Hmber  who  lias 
just  sat  down  has  emphanBed  the  fact 
that  drunkennesa  and  intemperance  are 
among  the  greatest  social  evils  of  ova 
country.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  moved  the  Amendment  which  we 
are  now  discussing  emphasised  it  also, 
and  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
speaking  on  the  First  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  said  that  of  all  the  social  evils 
that  affect  our  conntry  unquestionably 
the  greatest  is  the  evil  of  intem- 
perance. We  have  had  no  attempt 
made  to  show  that  because  the  con- 
sumption of  alcohol  has  been  somewhat 
reduced  in  recent  years,  therefore  intem- 
perance has  ceased  to  be  a  great,  a 
gigantic,  and  an  urgent  social  problem, 
and  indeed  the  lesson  to  be  drawn 
from  the  figures  of  the  consumption 
of  alcohol  would  be  a  false  one  if  it 
led  us  to  draw  any  such  conclusion. 
For  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
fall  in  the  figures  during  the  last  six 
or  seven  years  followed  on  a  very  rapid 
and  veiy  large  increase,  and  at  the 
present  time  if  you  take  the  average 
of  recent  years  and  compare  the  con- 
sumption of  alcohol  with  that  of  twenty 
years  ago  you  will  find  that  our  popula- 
tion consumes  more  now  than  it  did  at 
that  period.  Dnmkenness  undoubtedly 
is  less  frequent  and  less  obvious  than  it 
has  been,  but  we  still  have  the  colossal 
total  of  nearly  200,000  convictions 
every  year,  an  immense  number,  and  to 
that  must  be  added  the  large  number 
of  cases  that  go  undetected  and  un- 
cha^^.  It  is  one  of  the  gravest  aspects 
of  the  matter,  and  it  is  a  fact  which  is 
notorious  to  all  who  study  social  condi- 
tions, that  drinking  among  women  in 
pnblic'houses  has  been  very  rapidly  on 
the  increase.  The  effect  of  that  upon  the 
state  of  the  country  cannot  fail  to  be 
injurious.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  moved  the  Amendment  which  we 
are  now  coiuidering  and  who  spoke  with 
the  forceful  moderation  which  the  House 
always  expects  from  him,  did  not  devote 
himself  to  any  effort  to  prove  that  temper- 
ance reform  was  unnecessary.  What  he 
said  was  that  this  Bill  would  not  effect  it. 
This  Bill  is  built  upon  the  principle 
that  the  excessive  number  of  facilities 
for  securing  alcoholic  liquor  is  most  fatal 
to  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  other 
things  being  equal  we  assert  that  the 


greater  the  facilities  for  the  distribution  of 
Uqnor  the  larger  will  be  the  consumption. 
Every  public'house  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
advertisement  of  the  pleasures  of  drinking. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  dis- 
coveries of  modem  commerce  that  people 
of  weak  will  can  be  hypnotised  by 
advertisement  into  bujdng  things  which 
they  do  not  need.  One  public-house  in  a 
street  has  the  effect  of  one  advertisement, 
ten  public-houses  have  the  effect  of  ten 
advertisements,  and  the  effect  is  multi- 
plied more  than  ten-fold.  In  addition 
every  public-house  is  an  active  agency 
for  the  sale  of  drink,  each  one  has  its 
circle  of  habitues  and  each  publican  has 
his  own  clienUle.  If  you  have  90,000 
public-houses  and  90,000  publicans  then 
you  have  90,000  agents  pushing  the  sale 
of  drink,  and  if  you  reduce  that  number 
by  one-third  pro  tanto  you  reduce  the 
inducements  to  drink.  For  all  these 
reasons  prima  facie  one  would  naturally 
suppose  that  the  more  public-houses 
there  are  the  more  dnmkenness  there 
would  be,  and  other  things  being  equal 
we  believe  that  a  ward  in  a  town  with 
fifty  public-houses  would  be  less  tem- 
perate than  a  w^rd  with  five  or  ten. 
It  is  quite  true  that  if  you  pay  no  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  population,  if 
you  fail  to  take  into  account  the  severity 
or  the  laxity  of  police  administration, 
you  may  pick  out  particular  counties  or 
particular  towns  and  say  that  there  is  no 
correspondence  between  the  number  of 
licences  and  the  number  of  convictions 
for  dnmkenness ;  but  what  a  futile  thing 
it  is  to  take  a  county  such  as  Oxfordshire, 
which  is  an  agricultural  county  of  small 
villages,  and  compare  it  with  Northumber- 
land, which  is  full  of  crowded  mining 
towns,  with  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  houses  where  spirituous  liquors  are  to  be 
bought  and  sold.  And  we  at  the  Home 
Office  are  well  aware  that,  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  conviction^ 
we  cannot  fail  to  take  into  account  the 
obvious  fact  that  a  new  and  energetic 
Chief  Constable  can,  almost  by  a  stroke  of 
the  pen,  by  altering  the  methods  of 
administration,  increase  the  number  of 
convictions  for  drunkenness  by  ton  or 
twenty  per  cent.  At  the  same  time,  where 
we  have  a  homogeneous  group  of  towns  or 
counties,  with  a  fairly  uniform  administra- 
tion, we  often  find  a  remarkable  corrBS- 
pondeuce  betwe^  the  ^giues  f c^eencea 
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aad  the  figures  for  drunkenness.    Take  a 
group  of  South  of  England  ports,  Ply- 
mouth,   Devonport,    PortsmoutU  and 
Southampton.    Those  towns  are  fairly 
•comparable  with  one  another.  Plymouth 
has  23  licences  for  10,000  population,  and 
there  are  18  convictions  for  drunkenness; 
Devonport  has  25  licences  and  26  convic- 
tions ;  Portsmouth,  37  licences  and  44  con- 
victions ;  Southampton,  37  licence}  and 
■also  44  convictions.   Let  us  take  another 
group  of  ports  on  the  North-East  coast 
"With  a  different  class  of  population  and 
a  much  higher  ratio  of  drunkenness : 
West  Harflepool,   South  Shields,  and 
Tynemouth.    West  Hartlepool  had  11 
licences    and    75    convictions ;  South 
Shields,   16  licences,   109  convictions ; 
Tynemouth,  31  licences  and  314  convic- 
tions.  Let  us  take  Cornwall  and  Devon- 
shire.  Devonshire  with  50  per  cent, 
more  licences  to  the  population  has  also 
almost  exactly  50  per  cent,  more  cases  of 
drunkenness  to  the  population  than  Corn- 
wall.  There  are,  of  course,  many  ex- 
ceptions to  these  spires,  and  I  attach 
very  little  importance  to   them  and 
merely  quote  them  as  contrary  illustra- 
tions to  those  already  given;  but  I  adhere 
to  this,  that  if  you  eliminate  the  dis- 
turbing factors  of  police  administration 
and  differences  in    character    of  the 
population,  you  do  find  that  the  larger  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  liquor  the  larger  the 
intemperance  is.    But  I  ask  the  House  to 
view  the  question  on  a  larger  scale  than 
this.   If  you  view  it  on  a  historic  scale, 
and  take  the  experience  of  the  nation  as 
a  whole  over  long  periods  of  time,  you 
arrive  at  the  certain  and  indisputable 
-conclusion  that  where  the  restrictions  on 
the  sale  of  liquor  have  been  relaxed, 
■drunkenness  has  increased.    Towards  the 
«nd  of  the  seventeenth  century  Parlia- 
ment threw  open  the  trade  of  distilling 
.and  all  restrictions  were  removed.  Every- 
body was  free  to  distil  spirits  and  what  was 
the  consequence  ?    The  consequence  was 
that  the  consumption  of  spirits,  following 
on  that  change  in  the  law,  increased  tenfold 
in  fifty  years,  and  history  records  that  a 
large  part  of  the  nation  sank  into  an  orgie 
of  degradation.    The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Amendment  said  that  consump- 
tion depended  upon  demand,  and  not  upon 
supply.    The  experience  of  this  country 
lias  proved  the  contrary.    It  has  proved 
;that  when  the  restrictions  on  supply  were 
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relaxed,  at  once  the  demand  leaped  up  to 
meet  the  supply,  and  you  had  a  con- 
sumption of  liquor  which  did  not  exist 
before  the  alteration  of  the  law.  Then 
from  time  to  time  there  were  some  more 
or  less  futile  attempts  to  reduce  the 
facilities  for  the  sale  of  liquor  ;  but  in  1830 
Parliament  once  more  threw  open  the 
trade,  this  time  the  trade  in  beer,  and 
witMn  a  few  years  beer  licence  were  ob- 
tained literally  by  teiB  of  thousands,  and 
the  results  were  disastrous.  A  great 
flood  of  intemperance  spread  over 
the  country,  from  which  we  are  only 
now  painfully  and  slowly  emerging. 
Take,  again,  the  experience  of  those 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  which 
there  is  gsnsral  Sunday  closing;  Scotland, 
Wales  and  Ireland,  except  in  the  four 
great  towns.  Take  the  Reports  o\  those 
inquiries  by  Conmiss'-on  or  Committee 
which  have  reported  to  the  Sovereign  or 
the  House.  They  have  in  every  case 
reported  that  the  result  of  Sunday 
closing  in  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland 
have  been  in  the  direction  of  ploducing 
greater  sobriety  amongst  the  people. 
They  have  all  recommended  the  mainten- 
ance, and  when  necessary  the  strengthen- 
ing of  the  Sunday  closing  laws.  We  shall 
watch  with  interest  the  course  of  this 
debate  in  order  to  see  whether  a  single 
member  for  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  Wales 
will  get  up  and  say  whether  the  Sunday 
closing  law,  in  the  interests  of  temperance, 
should  be  repealed.  The  Minority  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor 
Licensing  Laws  of  1899  urged  emphati- 
cally the  necessity  of  a  large  and  drastic 
reduction  in  the  number  of  licences 
for  the  sake  of  temperance ;  and  the 
majority,  which  contained  eight  repre- 
sentatives appointed  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  the  liquor  trade,  were,  with 
two  dissentients,  emphatically  of  the 
same  opinion.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  made  so  able  a  speech 
this  afternoon  was  not  quite  fair  to  the 
House  when  he  quoted  one  sentence 
only  from  that  Report,  to  the  effect  that 
there  is  app.arently  no  relation  between 
the  number  of  licences  and  the  amount 
of  drunkenness.  If  he  had  continued 
the  quotation  he  would  have  read 
that  "It is  generally  admitted  that  the 
number  of  licences  in  a  great  many  parts 
of  England  and  Wales  is  in  excess  of  tho 
requi^men*.  ,  .  .  .  Wh^  jiygp^ive 
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and  unnecessary  number  of  licences  are 
crowded  together  in  a  limited  area,  more 
drinking  probably  does  prevail,  and  a 
large  reduction  is  much  to  be  desired." 
The  majority  on  the  Royal  Commission 
recommended  first,  that  the  lav  should 
be  simplified  and  secondly  "  that  the 
number  of  licensed  houses  should  be 
largely  reduced."  Why,  if  not  in  the 
interests  of  temperance  ?  At  that  time 
there  were  102,000  licensed  houses,  now 
there  are  95,000.  I  think  no  one  will 
hold  that  that  is  a  reduction  which 
fulfils  the  demand  that  there  should 
be  a  large  reduction.  At  the  present 
time  I  am  endeavouring  to  establish 
this  proposition,  and  this  only,  that 
the  reduction  of  a  percentage  of  the 
houses  is  in  itself  a  measure  of  temperance 
reform;  I  may  quote  in  support  of  my 
argument  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Front  Bench  opposite.  The  late 
Home  Secretary,  who  had  charge  of 
the  Bill  of  1904,  declared  emphatically 
that  what  he  and  his  colleagues  desired 
to  see  as  a  result  of  that  Bill  was  a 
general  reduction  in  the  number  of 
licences.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
then  Prime  Minister,  on  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  1904  Bill  said— 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  when  the 
Bill  is  working,  and  when  it  is  seen  that  by  this 
Bill,  and  by  this  Bill  alone,  you  can  without 
gross  injustice  and  discontent  really  diiOinish 
the  number  of  licences  in  this  country,  all 
Parties,  forgetting  the  differences  which  have  , 
unhappily  divided  us  during  the  past  three 
months,  will  admit  that  this  is  the  greatest 
contribution  ever  made  to  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance reform." 

What  I  wish  to  emphasise  in  this  is  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  declared  loudly 
and  emphatically  that  his  Bill  was  a 
great  measure  of  temperance  reform 
because  it  reduced  the  number  of  public- 
houses.  It  is  trifling  with  the  subject 
and  with  the  House  for  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  said  in 
1904  that  their  Bill  was  a  great  temper- 
ance measure  because  it  reduced  the 
number  of  public-houses,  to  say  now  that 
the  Government  Bill  ia  not  a  temperance 
measure  because  to  reduce  their  number 
is  useless.  Now  if  we  take  into  account 
the  experience  of  England  in  earlier 
days,  and  the  experience  of  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Wales  in  the  matter  ,of 
Sunday  closing,  if  we  consider  the 
<»mphatic  recommendations  of  both  the 
Srity   and   the    minority   of  the 
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Royal  Commission,  and  particuJbii^ 
the  declarations  of  the  Leader  of  tiie 
Opposition  and  his  colleagues,  the  pro- 
position is  absolutely  established  that 

to  reduce  the  opportunities  for  selling 
liquor  is  to  promote  temperance  reform. ) 

But  we  are  told  that  the  Act  of  1904 
does  good  service  in  accomplishing  the 
reduction  of  licensed  houses.  We  ate 
further  told  that  our  Bill  will  not  have 
any  effect  because  as  fast  as  we  reduce 
licensed  houses  clubs  will  arise  to  take 
the  place  of  those  houses.  We  find  the  Act 
of  1904  wholly  inadequate  for  its  purpose- 
It  reduces  only  one  house  a  year  in 
each  district — a  most  trifiing  reduction. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary 
has  been  accused  of  hampering  the 
administration  of  the  Act  of  1W)4,  because- 
he  has  prevented  money  being  borrowed 
on  the  securifv  of  the  compensation  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  number 
of  public-houses.  Of  course,  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  refused  to  aUow  moneys 
to  be  borrowed  to  compensate  houses 
on  a  lavish  scaIo  when  he  knew 
the  Government  was  introdcing  a  Bill 
to  alter  the  basis  of  compensation. 
And  it  is  obviously  a  fallacy  to 
assert  that  to  prevent  borrowing  is  to- 
prevent  the  Act  being  put  into  fall 
operation.  All  that  the  Government 
has  done  is  to  prevent  the  forestalling  of 
the  future  compensation  fund.  The  Act 
of  1904,  in  our  view,  Kas  two  grave  and 
radical  defects  of  principle.  The  first  is 
that  each  district  is  made  dependent 
upon  its  own  fund  to  reduce  redundant 
licences,  and  a  redundant  licence, 
therefore,  is  a  licence  in  a  district  which 
happens  to  have  a  surplus  in  its  com- 
pensation fund.  The  second  is  tiiat  it 
makes  the  reduction  of  licences  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  voluntary  action 
of  the  local  justices.  We  know  that  the 
task  of  reduction  is  difficult  and  invidious, 
and  I  think  the  justices  will  be  glad  to 
have  behind  them  the  compulsory  man- 
date of  this  Bill.  They  will  be  pleased 
when,  in  ejecting  the  necessaiy  reduc- 
tion, theycan  place  upon  this  House  the 
blame  for  any  inconvenience  which  may 
be  caused  to  their  neighbours.  This 
Act,  inadequate  now,  will  become  more 
and  more  inadequate  as  it  becomes  more 
expensive  to  purchase  houses.  The 
disease  we  hav&.to  eradicate  g^eds  far 
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bolder  suigeiy  than  the  Act  of  1904 
«Mi  supply.  I  turn  from  that  to  the 
'difficult  and  complex  question  of  the 
right  method  of  dealing  with  clubs  which 
sell  alcoholic  liquor.  We  fully  agree — 
the  Prime  Minister  has  stated  it  i^ain 
■and  again  with  the  utmost  emphasis — 
that  if  clubs,  existing  for  the  sale  of 
liquor,  are  to  be  allowed  to  grow  up  as 
fast  as  the  pubUc-housea  are  closed,  then 
the  purpose  of  this  Bill  will  be  defeated. 
That  has  been  dearly  and  definitely 
stated  ;  and  we  agree  with  the  remarks 
on  that  point  which  fell  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Blackburn.  Twenty-five 
men  with  a  barrel  of  beer  in  a  cottage 
■do  not  constitute  a  club.  There  may 
be  cluba  which  are  noUiing  more  than 
public-houses  on  the  co-operative  prin- 
«iple.  Or  men  may  set  out  with  the 
best  intentions  to  provide  counter- 
attxactions  to  public-houses,  and  find 
in  the  result  that  tiiey  have  provided 
merely  a  substitute.  On  the  other 
band,  however,  no  one  proposes — 1 
do  not  think  any  hon.  Member 
opposite  would  propose — to  prohibit 
all  sale  of  intoxicating  liquoc  in  clubs, 
and  I  do  not  think  anyone  would  propose 
to  impose  irritating  and  unnecessary 
zestrictii^s.  Neither  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  nor  we  desire  to  destroy 
-well-conducted,  soberly-conducted  work- 
ing-men's dubs.  lafe  is  dull  enough  and 
drab  enough  for  the  majority  of  the 
populati<m  without  depriving  them  of 
sooh  fadlitdes  for  hedthysodal  fflitertain- 
ment  and  recreation  as  may  exist. 
Under  the  Act  of  1902  there  are  already 
very  considerable  powers  for  preventing 
the  formation  and  for  the  suppression 
of  dnnkii^  clubs.  It  is  true  that  clubs 
ate  incieasing  in  number.  The  increase 
is  about  one-seventh  as  fast  as  the 
•decrease  in  the  number  of  public-houses ; 
ibut,  on  the  average,  never  a  week  passes 
without  a  club  being  closed  under 
-Uie  existing  law  for  being  con- 
ducted iu  a  way  which  gives  rise  to 
drunkenness.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as 
large  a  percentage  of  dubs  have  been 


dosed  under  the  Act  of  1902  as  of  public- 
houses  under  the  Act  of  1904.  This 
Bill  adds  greatly  to  the  powers  under  the 
Act  of  1902.  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  spoken  is  utterly  in  error  when  he 
says  the  Bill  does  nothing  to  increase 
the  control  over  the  drinking  clubs.  As 
the  Act  of  1902  stands,  a  dub  can  only 
be  struck  off  the  register  for  certain  defects 
or  oSences.  One  thing  is  for  permitting 
frequent  drunkenness  to  take  place  on 
the  dub  premises.  We  go  much  further 
by  adopting  the  words  regulating  clubs 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  We  say  that  if 
a  dub  is  conducted  mainly  as  a  drinking 
club — a  very  wide  form  of  words — it  may 
be  closed  by  the  direction  of  the  proper 
authority.  Under  the  old  Act  there  is  no 
means  for  inspection  except  with  magis- 
trate's warrants;  we  provide  for  the 
entry  of  a  policeman.  [Oppositioit  cries 
of  dissent.]  Do  hon.  Members  op- 
posite oppose  that  entry  ?  ["  Yes."] 
That  is  an  interesting  fact  to  obtain  from 
them.  We  propose,  at  all  events,  a  form 
of  inspection  which  will  be  effective 
for  its  purpose  and  which  will  enable 
the  authorities  to  know  in  what  way 
a  dub  is  conducted.  Thirdly,  we  pro- 
hibit the  retail  ofE-sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  to  members  of  clubs,  a  sale  long  dis- 
approved by  tiie  best  leaders  of  the 
club  movement.  Further,  we  provide 
that  no  premises  which  have  been  used 
as  a  pubUc-houBe  can  be  used  as  a  club 
within  a  period  of  five  yeus  from  the 
time  they  cease  to  be  a  public-house. 
As  tite  Prime  ISnister  has  said,  other 
provisions  may  be  proposed  without 
infringing  the  principles  we  have  laid 
down,  which  will  further  strengthen 
the  law,  and  we  shall  watch  with  in- 
terest what  Amendments  for  strengthen- 
ing the  clauses  dealing  with*  workmen's 
dubs  will  be  placed  upon  the  Paper  by 
hon.  G«itlemen  opposite. 

Eabl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hors- 
ham) :  That  is  your  way  of  getting  out 
of  the  difficulty. 
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^  *Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  There  j  adjudicate  in  cases  of  offences  committed 
are  some  provisions  which  we  have '  by  clubs ;  and,  secondly,  what  should 
reason  to  believe  may  cause  some  irritation  I  bs  the  character  of  inspection?  The- 
and  resentment  and  which,  without  in  <  representatives  of  the  clubs  prefer 
any  degree  weakening  the  powers  under  j  that  they  should  be  subjected  to  the 


the  Bill  for  suppressing  the  undesirable 
club,  may,  we  think,  perhaps  be  modified 
with  the  consent  of  the  House.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Bill  provides  that,  pending 
an  appeal  against  a  conviction,  the  club's 
regiBtration  shall  be  cancelled,  and  the 
club  may,  therefore,  legally  be  required 
to  be  closed.    There  is  no  such  provision 


jurisdiction  of  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trates in  the  towns  rather  than 
to  that  ot  the  licensing  justices; 
and  they  urge  that,  although  the 
police  inspection  is  limited  to  in- 
spection by  superior  officers  out 
of  uniform,  yet  because  it  is^ 
police   inspection   it  offends  the  sus- 


of  the  law  with  regard  to  public -houses,  '  ceptibilities  of  a  large  number  of  clal> 
Where  a  public-house  is  discontinued  ,'  members.  It  is  difficult  to  find altematives- 
by  the  licensing  authority,  that  house,  j  to  these  two  provisions,  but  the  Qovem- 
pending  appeal  to  a  higher  authority,  '  ment  will  be  very  happy  to  consider  any 
may  be  allowed  to  remain  open.  We  |  suggestions  which  may  be  made,  subject 
think  the  same  facility  should  be  ex- ,  to  the  conditions  that  the  tribunal  shall 
tended  to  clubs.  Secondly,  it  is  provided  i  not  be  more  lax  and  that  the  inspection 
that  for  an  offence  against  the  provisions  i  shall  not  be  less  efficient  than  that  pro- 


of the  Bill,  a  club  may  be  struck  ofi  the 
register  for  a  period  of  five  years.  A 
period  so  long  as  that  would  make  it 
impossible  to  reorganise  and  restart 
the  club  on  better  lines.  The  penalty  of 
five  years  was  not  intended  to  be  a  penalty 
for  a  first  offence,  but  was  intended  as  a 
maximum  penalty.  Maximum  penalties 
are  often  on  a  scale  which  no  one  would 
dream  of  applying  to  first  offences.  I 
remember  passing  over  a  bridge  not 
twenty  miles  from  London  and  reading 
an  inscription  that  any  person  damaging 
that  bridge  was  guilty  of  a  felony, 
and  liable  to  penfj  servitude  for  life.  No 
one  imagines  that  a  man  who  damaged 
the  bridge  would  be  sentenced  to  so  cruel 
a  term  of  imprisonment  as  that,  and  no 
one  imagines  that  a  club  for  a  single  and 
first  thence  would  be  struck  off  the  roll 
for  five  years.  The  House  may,  however, 
think  it  advisable  to  limit  the  penalty 
to  one  year  for  a  first  offence.  To  allow 
off-sale  in  wholesale  quantities  while 
retail  off-sale  is  prohibited  is  regarded 
as  an  invidious  distinction,  and 
we  attach  no  importance  to  the 
provision,  which,  perhaps,  may  be 
altered.  There  are  two  other  points, 
I'irst,  what  should  be  the  tribunal  to 


posed  in  the  BilL  We  believe  tbat 
with  the  existing  powers  under  the  Act 
of  1902  strengthened  as  they  will  be,  thia 
Bill,  in  no  degree  weakened  by  the  con- 
cessions to  be  made,  will  be  fully  adequate 
to  prevent  the  creation  or  to  secure  the 
prompt  suppression  of  clubs  which  are 
really  drinking  clubs.  When  we  add  all  the 
minor  proposals  which  make  up  its 
bulk,  we  believe  we  have  in  the  Bill  a 
very  large  body  of  temperance  reform. 
The  control  of  the  people  over  the  giant 
of  new  licences,  the  further  restrictions 
of  the  hours  of  Sunday  opening,  the  la^^r 
powers  of  reducing  licences  in  Waits, 
the  greater  control  in  many  particulars 
of  the  local  justices,  the  restrictions 
on  children  being  taken  into  the  bars 
of  public-houses — a  dause  which  I  sin- 
cerely trust  the  House  will  be  willing  to 
strengthen — the  regulations  for  the  sale 
of  liquor  on  passenger  vessels,  the  mote 
effective  provision  for  desUng  with  the 
hawking  of  liquor,  all  these  and^many 
other  details  constitute,  we  venture  to 
say,  really  a  lai^  measme  of  temperance 
reform.  Of  course,  the  representatzTBS 
of  the  liquor  trade  must  say  it  ^do^ 
nothing  for  teinperancef^""^JiQdr,  ex- 


pected  them  to  ^"fig  'diVi^^Mir  for 
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temperance.  We  cannot  imagine  them 
going  about  declaring :  "  I  know  this 
Bill  will  do  good,  but  I  make  an  income 
out  of  the  evil,  and  I  shall  oppose  it.'* 
Consequently,  their  process  of  thought 
appears  to  be  this :  "  I  draw  an  income 
from  the  liqiu>r  trade.  This  Bill  wilt 
lessen  my  income.  I  must,  therefore, 
find  a  justification  for  opposing  it. 
So  I  must  a^ue  and  believe  that  it 
will  do  nothing  for  temperance." 
And  so  close  often  is  the  connection 
between  faith  and  interest  that  I  have 
no  doubt  many  of  them  do  come  in 
time  absolutely  and  conscientiously  to 
believe  that  this  Bill  will  really  effect 
nothing  for  temperance.  But  we  claim, 
and  are  entiUed  to  claim,  that  this  Bill 
is  by  far  the  most  comprehensive  and 
efEective  measure  of  temperance  reform 
ever  submitted  in  modem  times  to  this 
House,  and  that  it  fulfils  to  the  full 
the  pledge  given  to  the  nation  by  our 
Leader  whose  loss  to-day  we  so  deeply 
deplore. 

I  turn  now  to  deal  with  the  second 
portion  of  the  attack  upon  the  Bill 
— the  argument  that  its  finance  is 
unjust.  First,  with  reference  to  the 
time-limit.  The  time-limit,  of  course, 
is  of  the  essence  of  the  Bill.  We  stand 
upon  the  principle  that  what  has  been 
created  by  the  State  belongs  to  the 
State.  Thwe  can  be  confiscation  from 
the  State  as  well  as  from  the  individual. 
There  can  be  robbery  of  public  property 
as  well  as  of  private.  The  nation  in  this 
Bill  is  not  endeavouring  to  take  from  any 
man  what  is  rightfully  his ;  it  is  only 
determined  to  resume  what  is  rightfully 
its  own.  There  has  been,  and  it  is 
apparent  in  this  debate,  much  misunder- 
standing as  to  what  is  really  the  monopoly 
value  which  is  proposed  to  be  tal^ 
at  the  end  of  the  time-limit.  The  hon. 
Member  who  proposed  the  Amendment 
has  said  that  drinking  will  go  on,  and 
that  the  only  difference  will  be  that  the 
State  will  take  the  profits ;  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  seconded  him  declared 


that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
confiscate  the  whole  industry.  The 
monopoly  value  that  can  be  taken  under 
the  Bill  at  the  end  of  the  time-limit 
does  not  include — and  let  this  be  em< 
phatically  stated  and  clearly  understood 
— ^the  ordinary  trade  profitofthe  pubUcan. 
It  does  not  include  the  normal  trade 
profit  of  the  brewer.  It  does  not  include 
the  goodwill  of  either.  It  does  not 
include  the  value  of  the  buildings.  AH 
that  it  includes  is  merely  the  value 
of  the  advantage  which  is  conferred  on 
the  owner  of  particular  premises  by  the 
exclusion  of  free  competition  from  his 
neighbourhood.  The  right  to  impose  this 
time-limit  we  assert  can  hardly  be  con- 
tested. The  Act  of  1828,  on  which  the 
whole  of  our  licensing  system  is  now 
based,  declares  that  a  licence  is  to  remain 
in  force  for  one  whole  year  and  no  longer. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  interpret  these 
words  as  meaning  that  the  licence  shall 
remain  in  force  indefinitely  unless  for- 
feited by  misconduct  or  bought  up  at 
full  value.  Those  are  not  the  words  of 
the  Act.  That  has  not  been  the  practice 
of  the  justices.  In  the  year  before  the 
Act  of  1904  no  fewer  than  837  licences 
were  reduced,  the  majority  of  them  on 
the  groimd  merely  that  they  were  not 
required,  and  no  penny  of  compensation 
was  paid  for  any  one  of  them,  and  that 
fact,  as  we  all  know,  was  the  real  reason 
for  the  introduction  and  passage 
of  the  Act  of  1904,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  cheers  show  that 
he  agrees  with  that  view.  But| 
when  they  introduced  that  Bill  of  1904 
the  very  scheme  of  their  Bill  gave  a  denial 
to  their  own  contention.  As  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister  said  on 
the  First  Reading  of  the  Bill,  in  an  argu- 
ment which  no  Member  opposite  has 
attempted  to  answer,  because  it  is  un- 
answerable, if  licences  are  property,  why 
were  the  owners  of  that  property  called 
upon  to  compensate  themselves  ?  I 
invite  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  opposite 
who  I  believe  will  follow  me  in  this  de- 
bate to  give  an  answer  to  tiifr^u^tioa 
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and  explain  why  it  is,  if  these  Licences  are 
property,  the  licence-owners  and  not  the 
State  should  be  called  upon  to  com- 
pensate them  for  suppression.  It  is 
indeed  a  strange  kind  of  property  for 
which,  when  it  is  taken  away,  the  owner 
of  the  property  has  to  pay  compensation 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  Thit  there  is 
an  expectation  is  admitted;  iu  is  un- 
deniable and  ondenied.  We  are  of 
course  bound  by  the  conditions  of  the 
past.  All  progress  is  a  compromise 
between  the  past  and  tiie  ideal,  between 
what  has  been  and  what  ought  to  be. 
If  there  had  not  been  that  expectation 
in  the  past  there  would  be  no  compensa- 
tion and  no  time-limit,  and  the  com- 
pensation and  the  time-limit  are  inserted 
in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  that 
expectation. 

Before  coming  to  the  question  of  the 
lengthof  the  time-limit  and  the  method  of 
payment  of  compensation,  I  should  hke  to 
answer  one  preliminary  point  which  has 
been  made  by  some  hon.  Members 
opposite,  who  have  asserted  that  we  are 
treating  with  unfairness  at  all  events 
the  ante-1869  beerhouses.  In  1870,  by 
an  astounding  provision,  for  no  reason 
that  one  can  ascertain,  those  licences 
were  given  the  privilege  that  they  were 
not  to  be  forfeited  except  on  grounds  of 
misconduct ;  but  as  early  as  1879  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  is  no 
very  confiscatory  or  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, unanimoudy  recommended  that 
the  ante-1869  houses  should  be  put  on 
precisely  the  same  footing  as  tiie  ordinary 
public-houses,  and  in  1904  the  right  hon. 
GenlJeman  seized  the  opportunity  and 
carried  that  recommendation  into  effect. 
They  have  already  had  a  time-limit  of 
thirty-nine  years  and  they  will  have 
fourteen  years  mcoe  after  the  Act  comes 
into  operation,  which  is  surely  a  sufficient 
period  to  meet  the  equities  of  the  case. 
In  reference  to  the  number  of  years* 
time-limit  I  may  point  out  in  the 
first  place  that,  although  fourteen  years 
is  the  number  stated  in  the  Bill, 

Mr,  Herbert  Samud. 


the  time-limit  is  really  fifteen  yeara, 
for  the  end  does  not  come  until  April, 
1923,  since  the  Act  only  comes  ioto 
operation  at  the  beginning  of  next  year. 
There  are  two  questions  before  us,  first, 
whether  the  period  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  is  really  long  enough,  and,  secondly, 
whether  the  assessment  of  compensation 
meantime  is  just  and  equitable.  A 
gloomy  pioture  h,as  been  painted  of  the 
position  of  the  brewery  trade.  We 
are  told  of  the  decline  in  demand,  of 
higher  taxation,  and  oi  the  burden  d 
the  compensation  levy,  and  now  this 
crowning  blow  of  the  forfeiture  of  Uie 
monopoly  value  at  the  end  of  the  time- 
limit.  Against  this  there  are  many  ofi* 
seta  to  the  advantage  of  the  trade 
which  ought  in  fairness  to  be  taken  into 
account.  In  recent  years  there  has  been 
a  great  fall  in  the  price  of  materials  used 
by  the  brewery  industry.  There  has 
been  a  remarkable  concentration  into 
fewer  hands.  There  are  only  a  tenth  of 
the  number  of  brewers  now  that  there 
were  half  a  century  ago,  and  that  has 
resulted  in  economies  that  come  from 
production  on  a  large  scale  and  from 
more  scientific  methods  of  manufacture 
which,  though  they  may  not  alwfys 
produce  a  more  wholesome  product,  bring 
more  profit  to  the  brewer.  It  should  be 
remembered  also-and  this  is  a  point  which 
has  not  yet  been  made  in  this  debate, 
though  it  is  of  great  importance — ^that 
many  of  these  companies  in  anticipation, 
as  we  believe,  of  this  very  time-limit,  and 
in  view  of  the  inseoority  of  their  licences, 
had  made  it  their  business  to  buUd  up 
reserve  funds  for  the  protection  of  tj^eir 
shareholders.  I  have  had  an  examina- 
tion made  from  the  sources  of  information 
which  are  generally  open,  and  also 
many  balance  sheeta  of  brewery  com- 
panies that  are  not  usually  published, 
and  I  find  that  taking  the  companies 
to  the  figures  o(  which  I  have  had 
access,  not  all,  by  any  means,  there  eiista 
at  the  present  time  in  England  and  Wales 
a  reserve  fund  of  no  less  than  £^3>^>000. 
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From  that  it  is  only  iair  to  deduct 
£2,600,000,  for  that  inolades  the  firm  of 
Guinness,  which  is  really  an  Irish  firm  and 
ought  not  to  be  counted.  That  leaves 
£11,000,000,  and  there  are  many  other 
bremiy  oompanies  whose  reserve  funds 
I  have  not  ascertained,  as  well  as 
distillery  companies  wMch  have  con- 
siderable reserve  funds  and  large  interests 
in  licensed  property,  and  there  are,  of 
course,  many  private  individuals  who 
have  made  provision  against  the  possi- 
bility of  Buoh  a  proposal  as  the  time- 
limit. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) :  Will 


that  in  so  far  as  the  reserve  funds  exist 
BO  far  they  relieve  the  burden  of  those 
who  have  subscribed  the  original  capital 
of  the  companies.  But  that  £11,000,000 
of  reserve  funds  already  accumulated  is 
not  all.  In  the  last  year  there  vas^ 
added  to  the  reserve  funds  a  sum  of  at 
least  £225,000.  It  was  more  than  that, 
but  those  are  the  figures  of  the  companies 
whose  balance  sheets  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain.  That  annual  increase  in 
fifteen  years  at  compound  interest  of  4 
per  cent.,  which  is  not  a  high  interest, 
would  amount  to  a  further  sum  of 
£4,500,000.  In  addition  to  that  there  is 
the  compensation  levy  which  is  now 

the  hon.  Gentleman  tell  the^House  how  P"^ 

years  will  amount  to  £16,500,000.  One 


these  funds  are  invested  ? 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  They 

are  very  largely  invested  in  licences 
and  other  securities,  but  that  does  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  alter  my  argu- 
ment. The  reserve  funds  surely  stand 
on  a  different  footing  from  subscribed 
capital.  If  a  group  of  companies  has 
^£10,000,000  in  licences  and  then  they 
put  by  £2,000,000  of  reserve  in  order 
to  make  good  the  insecurity  of  their 
licences,  and  if  they  invest  tiiat  reserve 
in  fresh  licences,  and  therefore  hold 
£12,000,000,  my  contention  is  that,  if 
the  licenpes  do  prove  to  be  insecure,  the 
shareholders  will  already  have  made  pro- 
vision for  £2,000,000  of  whatever  loss 
there  may  be,  and  that  the  actual  pro- 
vision remaining  to  be  made  is  the 
£10,000,000  which  represents  their 
subscribed  capital,  and  not  the  whole 
sum  of  £12,000,000  which  represents  the 
subscribed  capital  plus  the  reserve  fund. 
Therefore,  whether  those  reserve  funds 
are  or  are  not  invested  in  additional 
licencea,  it  does  not  alter  the  contention 


can  only  form  the  vaguest  estimate  as  to 
what  proportion  of  that  will  be  found  in 
tact  to  go  to  the  owners  of  the  properties, 
and  what  proportion  to  the  licence- 
holders.  At  least  we  may  assume  that 
£11,500,000  will  goto  the  owners  of  the 
licensed  properties.  If  you  add  these 
together  the  trade  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  the  time-limit  to  have  in  hand, 
without  bearing  the  charge  of  a  single 
extra  sixpence  of  expenditure,  £27,000,000 
towards  the  loss  of  their  monopoly  value. 
If  it  were  fair  to  add  the  interest  on  the 
existing  £11,000,000  or  reserve  funcU, 
they  would  have  a  further  sum  of 
£8,800,000.  I  do  not  emphasise  that 
£8,000,000,  althoT^h  some  people  might 
contend  that  the  interest  on  the  reserve 
funds  now  invested  might  be  properly 
put  by.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
total  value  of  the  licences  in  this 
country.  No  figures  exist  on  which  any 
precise  or  approximate  estimate 
can  be  formed.  It  is  certainly  very 
much  below  the  sura  that  was  originally 
paid  for  the  licence  values.  The  Inland 
Revenue  Department  atatedin  De^mber, 
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1905,  that  in  iace  of  the  facts  and  figuies 
available 

they  felt  they  mnsfc  pay  very  little  attention 
to  the  price  actually  paid  in  the  past  by  the 
trewere  for  licenBCd  premises,  hot  must  regard 
them  08  evidenoe  of  the  aoudentaJ  value 
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longed  to  one  great  trust  it  Tonld  Dot 
dream  of  maintaining  them  in  the  same 
numbers  as  now,  not  for  the  sake  of  tem- 
perance but  as  a  business  matter,  and  it 
would  immediately  set  itself  to  work  to 


realised  for  the  property  by  the  holder  for  '  reduce  the  plethora  of  public-houaes. 
whom  it  is  acquired,  rather  than  as  a  guide  to 


the  prices  vhich  the  present  holder  might  hope 
to  obtain  in  ttie  open  market." 

That  fact  sweeps  away  practically  all  the 

estimates  published  in  the  papers  as  to 

the  losses  which  will  fall  upon  brewery 

companies  owing   to    the  time-limit, 

because  almost  without  exception  they  are 

based  on  the  cost  value  of  the  licences, 

and  it  is  notorious  that  the  values  have 

fallen  ve^  greatly  since  the  time  when 

they  were  bought.    But  it  is  certain,  of 

course,  that  the  value  of  the  licences 

will  be  considerably  more    than  the 

£30,000,000  or  £40,000,000  which  tte 

companies  will  have  in  hand  to  recoup 

themselves  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

The   question   really  is   whether  the 

period  of  fourteen  years   is  sufficient 

to  enable  them  to  make  the  provision 

that  is  required.    The  minority  of  the 


But  since  competition  prevents  sueh  a 
voluntary  reduction,  since  a  brewer  can- 
not close  one  house  out  of  the  three  he 
owns  in  a  town  unless  the  competing 
brewer  will  also  close  one  house  out  of  his 
three,  the  State  steps  in,  from  qmte 
another  motive  it  is  true,  and  does  by  this 
Bill  what  the  trade  would  do  lor  itself  as 
a  business  matter  if  it  had  the  power.  It 
is  true  that  we  carry  the  process  some* 
what  further  for  the  sake  of  temperance 
than  the  brewers  would  for  business 
reasons,  but  out  of  the  30,000  houses 
that  would  go,  if  they  are  fairly  selected 
among  the  competing  owners,  the  trade 
will  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  half  of  them 
and  the  cloung  of  them  will  be  r^arded 
more  as  a  relief  than  a  burden.  In 
selecting  the  Schedule  A  value  for  the 
basis  of  the  compensation,  we  axe  only 


Feel  Commission  recommended  a  period  '  taking  the  financial  arrangement  adopted 


of  seven  years  ;  Mr.  Bruce  in  his  Bill  of 
1871  proposed  a  period  of  ten  years. 
The  Government  have  suggested  in  their 
Bill  a  figure  of  fourteen.  But,  as  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  said,  he  is  very  ready 
to  listen  to  any  well-authenticated  facts 
which  will  tend  to  show  that  such  a 
period  is  either  too  loiifi  or  too  short  for 
the  purpose  which    it    has    in  view 


by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  under 
the  late  Qovemment  as  their  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1904,  and  going  back 
merely  to  the  days  before  the  Kennedy 
judgment. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cesterahire,  E.) :  The  hon.  G«ntleman 
speaks  of  the  late  Government,  bat 


I  come  now  to  the  question  of  whether  ^  '^^^^  ^  tosugiiest  that 

the  compensation  during  the  reduction  ;  ^^^^  executive  act  of  the  late 

period  is  being  assessed  on  a  fair  value.  ,  ^ 

The  reduction  of  30,000  licences  is  not  net  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  Yes,  of 

loss  to  the  trade,  for  they  wiU  save  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

greatly  in  rent,  management,  and  other  Gentleman's  authority, 
incidental  expenses  attaching  to  those 

public-houses.    One    may    venture    to  ;     Ma.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No. 
affirm  that  if  all  the  public-houses  be- •  It  was  not.   I  was  ChancieUorlAf  the 
ifr,  Uerhert  SamueL  Digitized  by 
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Exchequer.  A  distinct  duty  was  cast 
upon  the  Inland  Revemie  authorities, 
and  the  duty  was  of  a  judicial  character. 
I  did  not  in  any  way  influence  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  in  thcdr  interpretation 
of  the  Act.  I  regarded  it  as  a  matter  on 
which  I  had  no  right  to  express  an  opinion, 
I  should  have  felt  I  was  committing  the 
gravest  breach  of  duly  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  I  had  endeavoured  to 
influence  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  in 
their  interpretation  of  the  Act. 

•Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  disclaims  responsibility, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  the  interpreta- 
tion placed  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  upon  the  Act  for  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
are  responsible  is  that  the  right  basis  of 
assessment  is  the  Schedule  A  valua- 
tion. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAEN :  Yes, 
but  that  was  subject  to  appeal  to  the 
Courts,  and  on  the  appeal  to  the  Courts 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  were  found 
to  be  wrong. 

«Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  The  basis 
of  valuation  which  is  adopted  by  Mr. 
Justice  Kennedy  in  his  judgment  un- 
doubtedly goes  far  beyond  what  would 
be  the  intention  of  any  Member  of  this 
House— certainly  on  this  side  of  the 
House — either  in  1904  or  at  any  other 
time,  in  interpreting  what  is  really  the 
licensed  value  of  a  house.  The  Kennedy 
judgment  does  go  beyond  the  licence 
value  of  the  public-house  as  a  place  of 
jetail  sale,  and  includes  an  element 
of  the  profit  which  the  owner  of  the 
premises  derives  through  his  wholesale 
-trade  from  the  house.   The  efiect  of  that 
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judgment  has  been  to  increase  by  50 
pex  cent.,  scmietimeB  by  100  per  cent., 
the  cost  of  compensation,  and  if  the 
necessary  reduction  is  to  be  effected 
without  a  large  increase  of  the  com- 
pensation levy  it  is  essential  to  go  back 
to  what  we  believe  to  be  the  fair  basis  of 
licence  value.  And  the  compensation 
must  necessarily  diminish  as  the  time 
limit  draws  towards  a  close.  It  is 
obviously  wrong  that  a  house  suppressed 
in  the  fourteenth  year  should  get  the 
same  compensation  as  a  house  suppressed 
in  the  first  year.  Before  1904  the  tenure 
of  a  public-house  licence  may  be  com- 
pared with  an  annual  lease  with  some 
expectation  of  renewal.  After  1904  it 
was  converted  into  a  freehold  tenure 
subject  to  good  behaviour,  and  a  small 
compensation  charge.  We  propose  now 
to  convert  the  tenure,  not  into  an  annuU 
tenancy  again,  but  into  a  fourteen  years' 
lease,  rent  free  except  for  the  compensa- 
tion levy.  It  is  clear  that  if  a  man  has 
a  lease  of  fourteen  years  of  his  house^ 
and  that  house  is  closed,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  compensation  in  proportion 
to  the  duration  of  the  lease  which 
remained.  On  that  basis  only  can  com- 
pensation, consistent  with  the  general 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  be  calculated. 
"With  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
publican,  the  publican  has  very  little 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his  present 
state  of  things.  If  for  the  most  part  the 
publicans  are  opposed  to  the  Bill  it  is 
because  their  political  activities  are  often 
tied  as  well  as  their  custom.  [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "]  But  it  is  not 
the  case  that  the  effect  of  the  measure 
will  be  to  throw  upon  the  streets  30,000 
licence-holders.  The  reduction  will  be 
gradual,  about  2,400  a  year,  and  the 
wastage  of  the  trade  already  must  be  far 
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misundeistanding  on  the  point  of  aBsess- 
ment.  Under  the  present  law  the  value 
of  the  licence  is  assessed  according  to  its 
value  to  the  owner  of  the  premises.  It 
is  assessed  on  an  extravagant  scale,  as 
the  Government  believe.  The  owner's 
value  is  then  divided  between  the  owner 
and  the  licensee — last  year  the  division 
was  in  the  proportion  of  eight-ninths 
to  the  owner  and  one-ninth  to  the 
licensee.  That  is  unjust  to  both  parties. 
It  is  unjust  to  the  owner,  because  another 
interest  is  compensated  out  of  the  sum 
which  is  intended  to  represent  the  value 
of  hia  own  interest  alone.  It  is  unjust  to 
the  licensee  because,  if  in  a  particular  case 
the  owner's  value  is  small,  the  tenant 
may  be  awarded  quite  inadequate  com- 
pensation. The  scheme  of  the  Bill  will 
secure  the  assessment  of  the  actual 
owner's  value  on  a  moderate  but  snflElcient 
and  just  scale,  securing  to  the  owner  the 
whole  of  that  value,  while  the  tenant's 
compensation  will  be  calctdated  on  a 
separate  basis  and  paid  to  him  directly. 
I  think  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Chippenham  overlooked  that  point 
when  he  assumed  that  the  compensation 
under  this  Bill  would  be  unduly  small. 
Now  I  come  to  the  efiect  of  this  Bill  as 
regards  employment  generally,  and  I 
must  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  position 
of  the  barmaids.  It  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  hardship 
from  being  done  under  the  Bill  to  women 
now  engaged  in  this  trade,  and  we  shall, 
therefore,  devise  some  form  of  personal 
certificate  for  the  protection  and  benefit 
of  those  who  now  hold  situations  as 
barmaids.  Perhaps  in  the  future  in  the 
language  of  the  Licensing  Law  the  term 
"  ante-1908  barmaids  "  may  become  as 
well-known  as  tiie  ante-1869  beer-houses. 
But  there  is  another  party  vitally  in- 
terested in  this  question,  besides  the 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel. 


owners  of  Ucensed  premises  and  the 
publicans  and  thor  employees,  and  Ait 
is  the  taxpayon  and  the  ratepayers  it 
large.  At  the  end  of  the  time-IiimT 
we  believe  that  the  monopoly  value  will 
bring  to  the  public  purse  an  abounding 
revenue,  and  more  important  than  that 
the  indirect  savings  to  the  communitr 
through  the  op^tion  of  the  Bill  will  be 
large.  Millions  and  tens  of  millions  in 
being  spent  in  restraint  of  the  criminal, 
in  support  of  the  lunatic,  uid  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  pauper.  If  by  Hat 
Bill  the  Qovernment  succeed  in  lessening, 
as  we  believe  we  shall  be  able  to  lessen,  a 
main  source  oi  these  heavy  charges,  «a 
shall  indeed  have  done  much  to  lighten 
the  burdens  that  press  Jiptm  the  people. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr. 
Long) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


SUHMABY  JURISDICTION  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  conunittetl 
to  a  Standing  Committee. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Motion  made  and  Qaestion  |nopoiedr 
"That  the  House  do  now  adjoom."— 
{Mr.  Qtarge  iVhUeky.) 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAT  {Shoreditch,  Hoi- 
ton) :  Can  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
inform  me  when  the  Education  Bill  will 
be  proceeded  with  ? 

The  PABLUMENTARY  SfiCBE- 
TABY  TO  THE  TEEASUEY  (Mr. 
Geobob  Whitblet,  Yorkshire,  W.B.. 
Pudsey) :  That  is  a  question  which  most 
be  addressed  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

Adjourned  at  fourt«ai  minutn 
after  El^rM  d't^k.'- 
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7hree  of  tbe  Clook. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Londcm  United  Tramways  Bill  (by 
Order). — Bead  a  seoond  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Order 
(No.  3)  Bill.—"  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating  to  the  Boroughs  of  Burslem, 
Hanley,  Longton,  and  Stoke- upon-Trent, 
and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Fentou  and 
Tunstall,"  presented  by  Mr.  Masterman  ; 
supported  by  Hr.  Bums  ;  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  201.] 

,  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Na  4)  Bill.—"  To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
■  Board  relating  to  Bromley,  Crewe,  Milford 
Haven,  Rhyl,  Sawbridgeworth,  and  York, 
presented  by  Mr.  Maaterman  ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Burns  ;  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
referred  to  the  Kxaminers  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  ajid  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  202.} 

Electric  Lighting  FroviBional  Orders 
{No.  1)  Bill— "To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts, 
1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Bispham-with- 
Norbreck,  Caldy  Manor,  Carmarthen, 
Fleetwood,  Halesowen,  Heswall,  Lowes- 
toft (Amendment),  Lymington  (Exten- 
sion), Portsmouth  (Amendment),  South- 
ampton (Amendment),  and  Woking  (Ex- 
tension),*' presented  by  Mr.  Kearley ; 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the 
Bxaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
.and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  203.] 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill.—"  To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts, 
1882,  and  1888,  The  Electric  Lighting 
(Scotlaad)  Act,  1890,  and  The  Electric 

VOL.CLXXXVn.  [Fourth  Serieb.1 


Lighting  (Scotland)  Act,  1902,  relating 
to  Barrhead,  Clydebank  (Amendment), 
Dundee  (Extension),  and  Rutherglen 
(Amendment),"  presented  by  Mr.  Kear- 
ley ;  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  204.] 

London  County  Council  (Money  )Bill.— 
"  To  regulate  the  expenditure  of  money 
by  the  London  County  Council  on  capital 
account  during  the  current  financial 
period  and  the  raising  of  money  to  meet 
such  expenditure ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,** presented,  and  read  the  first 
time  ;  and  referr^  to  the  Examinees  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDRBK  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :     From  Brigg  ; 
Glasgow ;    Kidderminster ;    Inverness ; 
and  Islington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

COAL  MINES    (EIGHT   HOURS)    (Na  2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Aberdeen ; 
Horwich ;  and  North  Stafiordshire 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COAL  MINES   (EIGHT   HOURS)   (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Aberaman 
Colliery ;       Aberbeeg ;  Abercwmboi 
Colliery ;     Allhallows  Pit ;  Alsager's 
Bank  ;     Ammanford  (No.  1) ;  Arrail 
Griffin  ;   Ashton  Field  ;   Audley  ;  Bar- 
goed  ;  Batley  (No.  1)  Branch ;  Batley 
West    End  ;      Bedwellty    Pits  (No. 
1)  ;    Bestwood  ;    Birlog  ;    Birley  Col- 
lieries   (No.    2)  ;      Bishop      Sutton ; 
Blackbreas ;      Black  Heath  (No.   1) ; 
Blackhill ;    Blackwood  (two) ;  Blaen- 
nant  Colliery  ;      Boglea  ;      Bowlings  ; 
Brithdir ;      British-Ehondda   Colliery ; 
Bromley ;     Broxtowe ;     Brown  E(^ ; 
Brynhenllys;  Bncknall  Lodge ;  Bunkers 
Hill  (three) ;  Burslem  Lodge ;  Buttlane 
Lodge ;      Bwllfa  Colliery ;      Cesdder ; 
Caeren ;   Callendar ;   (llarlidce ;  Carran- 
hall ;   Cheadle ;   Cheadle  Park ;  Cinder 
Hill ;  Coalbum ;  Crown  Lodge ;  Trede- 
gar Valley  ;  Cwm ;  Cwmaman  Colliery ; 
CwmtiUery;  DenabyMain;  J^innmgton; 
Douglas  WatM;  ^  Jojr^ 
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East  Aidsley;  Easton;  Ebbw  Vale; 
Empire  Colliery ;  Fairington ;  Fenton ; 
Pforchaman ;  Forth ;  Foxfield ;  Ged- 
Sng;  Qemurds;  Gku^ti^Iiton ;  Golden 
^1 Goldthorpef  Thumcoe,  and  Bolton ; 
GorUwyn ;  Orange  Colliery ;  Gray 
Lodge  (Monmouth) ;  Halmer  End ; 
Hanford ;  Hanley  (five) ;  Hodroyd ; 
Howden  Cloogh;  Howley  Bark;  Hul- 
tons ;  EidsgTOve  (three) ;  Elnutton ; 
May  Hall;  Lletty  Shinlrin  Colliery; 
Longtoii  (two) ;  Low  Jjaithes ;  Ixtwer 
Oonygre ;  Maddeston ;  Madeley ;  Mans- 
field ;  Moresley ;  Milton  Lodge ;  Morley 
Main ;  Moston ;  Mortlyr ;  Mossband 
Colliery ;  Mow  Cop ;  New  Haden  Col- 
liery ;  Norton  Green  (two) ;  Norton  Hill ; 
Oatlande  Pit ;  Old  Mills ;  Oliver  Ward  ; 
Ossett  Bonndwood ;  Padell-y-Bwlch 
Colliery ;  Partan ;  Pewchapel  Colliery ; 
Fochin ;  Badford ;  Rhymney ;  Robin 
Hood ;  Bockingham ;  Rookery ;  Squ- 
borwen  Colliery  (two) ;  Silverdale  (two) ; 
Bneyd  Colliery ;  Springfield;  Stafford ;  Sug- 
ds  le ;  SwinhiU ;  Talke  (three) ;  Tankersley ; 
Tesswood ;  ThomhiU  ;  Thrushbusn ; 
TiUery ;  Tingley ;  Tredegar ;  Trowell 
Moor;  Tunstall;  Ty  Trist  (No.  2); 
Victoria  Colliery  ;Waterloo  Main  Branch; 
■Watermills;  Wath  Main;  Werfa  Col- 
liery; WhamcUfie  (No.  3);  Wham- 
cliffe  Silkstone ;  'Wharton  Hall ;  Wheat 
Sheaf  Colliery  (two) ;  Whitehaven ; 
White  Rose ;  Whitworth  (No.  1) ;  Whit- 
worth  (No.  2) ;  TTimblebury ;  WoUaton ; 
ftttd  Wythemoor ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

■>         DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

'  Fetation  from  Benfrewshiie,  against; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

V- 

ELEMEKTABY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favomr :  From  Blaenan 
Festiniog ;  Bromsgrove ;  Corwen ; 
Hebden  iSridge ;  Leighton  Buzzard ; 
Uanbadamfawr;  Mytholmroyd;  Towyn; 
•nd  Twyfrad ;  to  lie  upon  1^  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Aldershot 
(two) ;  Armley  (three) ;  Banbury ; 
Bath  (two) ;  Batley ;  Bedworth ;  Birm- 
in^^am,  So;.th;  Biidgtown  ;Btidport,  etc.; 
CatcliSe ;  Chester  le  Stroat ;  Chipping 
Norton;  Durham,  North-West;  Fam- 
luun ;   Fishlake ;    Graveaend ;    Gkays ; 


Great  Qrimsl^ ;  Hallamshiro  (two) 
Handsworth  (three) ;  H&rley  (two) 
Hi^wbrth;  Holmes;  Hook  Norton 
Horsforth  (two) ;  Hoyhmd ;  HoD  (three); 
Ickles ;  Incorporated  Society  of  licensed 
'^^ot^allers ;  Eeighley ;  Kilnbnrst ; 
Eingswinford ;  Leeds  (ten) ;  Licensed 
Victuallers'  Asylum  (two) ;  Masbor- 
ough ;  Millom ;  Middlesbroi^  (fifty- 
nine)  ;  Mirfield ;  Monmouth  (two) ; 
Morley  (three) ;  Mortomley  ;  Newhill ; 
Newton  BroQiswold;  ,  New  WorUey; 
Ossett ; '  Oxford ;  Pai^boume  ;  f  ark- 
gate  (two) ;  Rawmarsb  (three) ;  Read- 
ing (two) ;  Bedditch ;  Bodley ;  Bother- 
bam  (eight) ;  Scarborough ;  Sheffield 
(Central  Division) ;  Sheffield  (Ecclesall) ; 
Sheffield  (HaUam)  (three) ;  South  Elms- 
all  ;  South  Suffolk ;  Stourbridge ;  Sud- 
bury (two);  Sunderland;  Tliomhill; 
Todmorden ;  Vale  of  Leren ;  Waltham- 
stow ;  West  Dorset ;  West  Hartlepool ; 
Whitby;  Whitstable;  Willenhall; 
Wolverhampton ;  and  Woodbridge ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICEN8INO  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alterations :  From  Aller- 
ton ;  Babell ;  Beilidu ;  Belper ;  Brad- 
ford (Torka) ;'  Brych-goed ;  Burslem ; 
Buttershaw ;  Cwmcamlaia ;  Devynock 
(two) ;  Doncaater ;  Glasgow ;  Gre^ilull ; 
Horton ;  Idington ;  Leeds ;  Nantybxan 
(two) ;  Newcastle ;  Nottingham ;  Old 
Hutton ;  Peterborough ;  Ryton-on- 
Tyne ;  Senny  Bridge  (two) ;  IVallwm ; 
and  Trecastle ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

'  LICENSING  BILU 
Petitions  in  favour :  From  Aber- 
(xave  ;  Aberdeen  (three) ;  Aberdovey ; 
Abe^avenny  (seven) ;  Abertilloy ; 
Abertryss^ ;  Aberyscir ;  Aoonngtoik 
(fifteen) ;  Acocks  Green ;  Airdrie  (two) ; 
Aldershot  (two) ;  Allamun ;  Alsagar  ; 
Alston  Cross ;  Alton ;  Alva ;  Andlma ; 
Ardrishaig ;  Armley ;  Armside  ;  Auchin- 
don ;  Ayl^m ;  Bacup  (two) ;  Baddesley 
Ensor ;  Baddiley ;  Bf^bridge ;  Bardsley ; 
Bargoed ;  Barmouth ;  Banowford ; 
Bath  (seven) ;  Batley  (four) ;  Beacon- 
tree  Heath ;  Beamish ;  Beaufort  (two) ; 
Bedlington ;  Belmont ;  Bembridge ; 
Bet^y;  Biffiar;  Blackenhall ;  Blackl^ ; 
BlackiTOodTBlaeiian  (three) ;  Blaenavtn ; 
Blaencown ;  Blaenffos ;  Blaina ;  Bolton 
(eleven) ;    Boropgh  M*ricet  i ,  ^Boston ; 
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Bottwnog ;  Boornemoath  (two) ;  Brad- 
ford ;  Brecon ;  Bridge  of  Weir ;  Bridge- 
ton  ;  BriercUfie ;  Bnerton ;  Biigham ; 
Brixton      (six) ;     BromsgroTe   (two) ; 
Broomhill ;     Br3maDunan ;  Bryncem- 
maer ;  Brynmawr ;  Buckslnmi ;  Bnde ; 
BuUth  Wells ;    Bulwell ;    Bumopfield ; 
Burslem ;     Barton  Latimer ;     Bury ; 
Butley ;  Caersalam ;  Calverley ;  Camber- 
well  ;    Carlisle ;    Carluke ;  Camarron 
(two) ;  Carradale ;  Cartsdyke ;  Catford ; 
Caton ;   ChadweU  Heath ;   Chadworth ; 
Oiester  le  Street  (two);  CSiopwell; 
Chorlton ;  Chorlton  cam  Hardy ;  Clack- 
mannan ;      Clayton  le  Moors   (two) ; 
Cleator  Moor ;   Clevedon ;  CHynderwen; 
Coatbridge ;  Colne  ;  Comiull  on  Tweed ; 
Corwen ;   Coulsdon  ;  Cove ;   Coventry ; 
Cowes ;     Cowling ;     Craghead  (two) ; 
Craithift ;  Criccieth.  (tliree) ;  Cricklewood ; 
Gromei ;     Crowborough ;  Crymmych 
(two) ;   CnltB ;   Cwmtwxch ;  IHilkeith ; 
Delabole;  Denaby;  Dewsbory;  Dyce; 
Dinnyloanhead ;    Distin^n ;    Doals ; 
Doncaster  (two) ;    Donside ;  Douglas, 
N.B. ;     Douglas  Water ;      Dovenby ; 
Droitwicb ;      Drusycoed ;      DuStown ; 
Dulwicb ;    Dumbarton  ;    Dunfermline ; 
Dunoon ;     Dims  (two) ;     Duns  ton  on 
Tyne ;  Earlsfield  (three) ;  East  Gloucester- 
^Liie ;    East  Ham  (two) ;    Eastwood ; 
Ebbw  Yale ;    Edgwortb ;    Xldinburgh ; 
Erith ;    Faddiley ;    Failsworfch  (three)  ; 
Famworth ;      Fordingbridge ;  Forest 
Gate ;  Forres ;  Four  I^nes ;  Frizington  ; 
Fulham ;    Galley  Hill ;    Gateshead  on 
Tyne  (three) ;      Gamdiffaith ;  Gam 
liolbenmaen ;    Gateshead ;    Glascoed ; 
Glasgow  (fifteen) ;  Glossop ;  Gorieston ; 
Gorwydd ;    Govan  (nine) ;    Govanhill ; 
Grange  Villa ;  Grays ;  Great  Harwood ; 
Greenlaw ;  Greenock  (nineteen) ;  Green- 
wich ;  Groanhill ;  Gcoeglon ;  Guston ; 
Halifax  (two) ;      Hanurterley ;  Ham 
Bric^;    Hanging  Heaton;  Hanston; 
Harley ;   Hartlepool  (six) ;   Hatherton ; 
Haverigg ;     Haworth ;     Hay ;  Hay 
Mills ;  Heaton ;  Hebden  Bridge  (two) ; 
Helston ;    Hendon  (two) ;    Henfield ; 
Hexham ;    Heywood  (two) ;    Hillsbro* ; 
Holbec^   (two) ;      HoUoway,  London 
(two) ;     Honddu  V^e ;     Honor  Oak ; 
Hove ;  Hoylake ;  Hoyland ;  Hull  (six) ; 
Hulme  (two) ;    Hford  (three) ;  Ingle- 
horough ;   Inverness  (five) ;   InvOTurie ; 
Irthliugborough ;     Ii^y ;     Jedburgh ; 


Eeighley  (three) ;   £endal  (five) ;  Ken- 
may  ;     Kettering  (fifteen) ;  Kidder- 
minster ;      Kilbrandin ;      Kincardine ; 
Kingston  on  Hull ;     Kinross  (two) ; 
Kirkby  Lonsdale ;    KirkstaU ;  Knowle 
Park ;  Lanark  (three) ;  Lancaster  (ten) ; 
Lambeth ;  Laurencekirk ;   Leeds ;  Lee 
Mount ;  Leigh  (eight) ;  Le^hton  Buzzard ; 
Leamahagow ;  Letterstone ;  Levenshulme; 
Lewes ;  Leyton ;  Lichfield ;  Linlithgow ; 
Little  Lever ;  Liverpool  (two) ;  Llanae- 
t^iaiam ;   Llimbedr  (three) ;   Llandelre ; 
Llandovery ;    LlaneUy ;    Llanfjnnach ; 
Llanfymach ;    Llangadock ;  Llangam' 
march ;  liannon ;  Llanover ;  Llansadwm 
Llanvapley ;   Llanvihangel ;  Llanwrtyd 
Wells ;   IJwynyrhwrdd ;  Lochwinnoch ; 
Long  Eaton  ;    Lowca  ;    Lower  Chapel ; 
Lower  Gwmtwroh ;    Low  Hill ;  Lower 
Wincobank ;     Luddenden  Foot  (two)  r 
Lnmb  in  Rossendale ;     Lumphanin  ;- 
Laton  (two) ;     Lyntnrk ;     Maesteg  r 
Maiden  Wdls ;  Maidstone  (two) ,'  Malvern 
Mankelow ;  Manor  Park  (two) ;  Martin 
Top ;    Melton  Constable ;  Mexborougb 
(two) ;       Middlesbrough ;       Midmar ; 
Millom  (two) ;     Moelwyn ;  Moncrieff 
(two) ;  Morley  (two) ;  Moseley ;  Mosaley ; 
Moss  Side  ;    Moston ;    Mull ;  Muswell 
HUl ;  Mya  Sound  Unit ;  Nairn ;  Nan- 
turch ;    Nelson ;    Nettlesworth ;  .  New- 
castle on  Tyne  (two) ;  Newhills ;  ITew- 
I  port  (Isle  of  Wight) ;  New  Tredegar  (two) ; 
I  New  Washington  ;  Nitshill ;  Northamp- 
ton (eight) ;     North  Kelsey ;  North 
Salford ;  North  Walaham ;  Northwich ; 
Norwich  (nine) ;    Nottingham  (three) ; 
Notting  Hill ;      Nuneaton  ;      Ossett ; 
Oswaldtwistle  (two) ;  Ouston  ;  Ovenden ; 
Oxford  (four) ;  Paisley  ;  Partick  (three)  ; 
Paynton  (three) ;   Pendlebury  ;  Penge  ; 
Pentrelygwyn ;    Fennal ;  Penrhynden- 
dreath  ;    Fenygroes  ;    Penzance  (two)  V 
Plymouth ;      Pontnewyndd ;      Poole  ; 
Portisham ;     Portmoak ;     Premnay  ; 
Preston  (Hull) ;  Prestwich  ;  Prince\*ille  ; 
Pumpsaint ;      Pydeltrenthide     (two) ; 
Radcliffe  (two);   Bamsbottom;  Bam- 
sough ;   Rhymney  (three) ;  Ripponden 
(three)  ;     Riveton  Park  ;     Roberton  ; 
Rodley ;    Romaey  (two) ;  Botherham 
(two) ;     Rowlands  Castle  ;     Royton  ; 
Rugby ;  Rugeley ;  Rushden  ;  Ruther- 
ford ;    St.  Abbs ;    St.  George's  in  the 
East ;     St.  Mary  Cray ;     Salisbury ; 
Saunderafoot;  Scar^^^^Mi;li;Je^te; 
2  IT  3 
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Sedbmgh  ;  SennbTiidge  ;  Seren  Dyfi ; 
Sheffield  (thirteen) ;  Sheringham  ;  Shore- 
ham  ;  Sidcup ;  Siloh  ;  Skene  (two) ; 
Sldpton  (two) ;  Southwick ;  Sowerby 
Bridge  ;  Sparkhill ;  Stafford  ;  Stand  ; 
Stirling  (two) ;  Stithians  ;  Stockport ; 
Stone  ;  Stonehaven ;  Stonehouse,  N.B. 
(two) ;  Stranrter ;  Strathaven  (two) ; 
Streatham ;  Street ;  Stretford ;  Strom- 
ness  (three) ;  Styal ;  Summerstown  ; 
Sunniside  ;  Swancombe  ;  Swindon  ; 
Talybont  (two) ;  Talgarth  (three) ; 
Tamworth  ;  Temple  Cloud  ;  Thorne  ; 
Tillicoultry  ;  Todmorden  ;  Tooting  ; 
Totton  ;  Trecastle  ;  Tredegar  ;  Trenddyn 
(three) ;  Trevor ;  Tunbridge  Wells  ; 
Upper  Tooting  ;  Urmston  ;  Waidridge 
Fell  (two) ;  "Walkden  ;  "Walsall ;  mnda- 
worth  (nine) ;  Wanstead  (two) ;  Ware- 
stow  ;  Washington  Station  ;  Waterfoot ; 
Weirdale ;  Wellingborough ;  West 
Dorset ;  West  Dulwich  ;  West  Nor- 
wood ;  Westruther  (two) ;  Wettenhall ; 
Whitegate  ;  Whiteinch  ;  Willaston  ; 
Wilsden  (two) ;  Wimbledon  ;  Winlaton  ; 
Witheridge ;  Wood  Green  ;  Woore  ; 
Wootton  Bridge  ;  Worcester  ;  Working- 
ton ;  Worthing ;  Wroxall  (two) ;  and 
Wybunbury ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIGHTS  ON  VEHICLES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfrewshire^  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIQUOR     TRAFFIC     (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Clackmannanshire, 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR    TRAFFIC     (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Airdrie  ; 
Cunningsburgh  ;  Douglas  ;  Drumlemble  ; 
Dunoon  (two) ;  Dunroasan  ;  Flotta  ; 
Oovan  ;  Hillhead  and  Kelvinside  ;  Insch  ; 
Inverness  ;  Lerwick  ;  Lochwinnoch  ; 
Mid  Lanark  ;  St.  Margaret's  Hope ; 
and  Virkie ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBUC-HOUSES  (EXCLUSION  OF  CHIL- 
DREN) (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Ardroesan  ; 
Glasgow  ;  and  Hillhead  and  Kelvinside  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  * 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

Petition  from  Ayr,  against ;  to  Be 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfrewshire,  in  faTour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  OS 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Eleven  Petitions  from  Gtoteshead,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS.  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EXPLOSIONS  (DINAS  MAIN  COLLIERY). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment by  William  Atkinson  and  J.  Dyer 
Lewis,  His  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Mines, 
upon  the  circumstances  attending  an 
Explosion  of  Coal  Dust  at  Diiias  Main 
Colliery  on  14th  December,  1907  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904  (COUNTY  BOB- 
OUGH  OF  CROYDON). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Council  of  the  County  Borough  of 
Croydon,  and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
fixing  the  Hours  of  Closing  for  Butchers' 
Shops  within  a  certain  part  of  the  Borough 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION     (SCOTLAND)  (GENERAL 
REPORTS). 

Copy  presented,  of  General  Report 
by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Western 
Division  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1907 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS 
SECL^RITIES. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  Amounts 
of  British  Government  Securities  held 
by  the  several  Government  Departmentt 
and  other  Public  t  Ol^ces  on  the  31st 
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day  of  March,  1908,  Bpecifying  whether  1  tion  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  159, 
held  in  England  or  Ireland  (in  continns-  i  of  Session  1907) — 


£2J  per 

Cents. 

(1905). 

£24  per 
Cents. 

£22  per 
Cent.  War 
Loan. 

Otber  Secnritiei. 

Annatiea  for  terms 
of  years. 

Exchequer  Bonds 
and  Treasury  Bills. 

— (Mr.  Hobhouse.) 
NATIONAL  physical;  LABORATORY. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Account  of  Receipts 
and  Expenditure  of  the  National  Physical 
Laboratory,  with  Balance  Sheet,  for  the 
year  m7."~{Mr.  Sobkause.) 


■    QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEBS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Hackney  Unenvloyed. 

Mr.  HABT-DAYIES  (Hackney,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board  whether  a  grant,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Unemployed  Workmen 
Act  of  1905,  has  been  applied  for  by  the 
Hackney  Borough  Council;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  has  been  refused*  and  on  what 
grounds. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  John  Bwns.)  I  do 
not  find  that  I  have  received  any  Amplica- 
tion from  the  Hackney  Borough  Council 
for  a  payment  from  the  Parliamentary 
grant  in  idd  of  expenditare  under  the 
Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905.  I 
may  add  that  the  borough  council  were 
Dot  a  body  to  whom  payments  from  the 
grant  could  be  made.  In  London,  such 
payments  were  only  made  to  the  Central 
(Unemployed)  Body. 

Be-election  of  Hinisters  on  Attaining 
Cabinet  Rank. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York- 
shire, W.K.,  Kotherham)  :  To  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  consider  the  propriety,  in  the  public 
interest,  of  taking  the  requisite  steps  to 
relieve  Ministers  of  the  Crown  from  the 
necessity  of  seeking  re-election  on  attaining 
Cabinet  rank. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Asquiik.)  I  am 
disposed  to  think,  with  my  hon.  friend, 
that  the  necessity  for  seeung  re-election 
is  out  of  date  and  not  in  accordance  with 


public  interest  or  convenience.  Bnt  its 
removal  would  require  legislation,  for 
which,  in  the  pressure  of  more  urgent 
matters,  tiiere  is  not  at  present  room. 

UUkLegislstioii. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether,  in  the 
Bill  he  proposes  to  bring  forward  with 
regard  to  milk  supply,  he  can  find  means 
to  provide  that  foreign  fresh  milk  shall 
not  be  sold  in  this  country  unless  it  is 
produced  under  conditions  or  restrictions 
as  regards  sanitation  at  least  equal  to 
those  to  be  imposed  on  British  farmers 
and  cowkeepers. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  before- 
hand what  provisions  will  be  contained 
in  the  Bill  I  propose  to  introduce  with 
regard  to  milk  supply. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

H-H  B.  "QUdiator." 

Mr.  BELLAIES  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  sister  ships  to 
H.M.S.  "Gladiator"  which  are  in  full 
commission  carry  as  many  as  five 
lieutenants,  or  four  lieutenants,  and  a 
sub-lieutenant,  for  watch-keeping  duties, 
in  addition  to  the  specialist  gunnery  and 
navigating  lieutenants,  and  that  the 
Navy  list  where  this  information  is 
given  shows  no  lieutenants  whatever  f<H: 
watch-keeping  duties  on  board  H.M.S. 
"  Gladiator,"  and  only  the  specialist 
gunnery  and  navigating  lieutenants  who 
have  very  arduous  duties  to  perform, 
whether  he  can  state  if  any  watch-keeping 
lieutenants  were  drafted  into  H.M.S. 
"  Gladiator "  for  her  cruise  in  very  bad 
weather  from  Plymouth  to  Sheemess  via 
Portsmouth.  C^i^n,n\i^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOy  it. 


1236 


Questions.  {COMMONS}  QuesHMS.  1236 


Thb  first  lord  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKknna  Monmouthshire, 
K.) :  All  the  Ueutenaate  are  available  for 
watch-keeping  duties.  With  regard .  to 
the  last  part  of  the  Question,  Lieutenant 
M.  C.  Brotherton  was  lent  for  service  in 
Uie  "  GUdiator,"  so  that  there  were  three 
lieutenants  in  the  ship  available  besides 
the  commander. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  is  the 
full  complement  of  H.M.S.  '*  Gladiator  " ; 
and  what  was  the  size  the  nucleus 
crew  with  which  she  proceeded  from 
Plymouth  to  Portsmouth  en  route  to 
Sheemess. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  full  comple 
ment  is — 23  officers,  424  men,  total 
447.  The  nucleus  crew  on  board  was — 
13  officers,  244  men,  total  2S7. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  Does  that  include 
the  supernumeraries  on  passage  1 

'  Mr.  McKENNA:  No,  Sir.  They  are 
not  induded  in  the  nucleus  crew. 

Naval  War  Training. 

Mr.  MENZIES  {Lanarkshire,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty a  Question  of  which  I  have  given 
him  some  notice,  whether  it  is  neces- , 
sary  in  his  opinion  for  the  efficiency  of 
our  Nary  that  ships  should  patrol  the 
aeas.  in  mimic  warfare  during  the  night 
without  lights,  breaking  all  ordinary 
maritime  law  and  becomiug  a  constant 
danger  to  merchant  ships  with  their 
•crews  and  passengers,  as  well  as  to  the 
lives  of  His  Majesty's  sailors. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  thank  the  hon. 
Member  for  having  given  me  notice.  If 
the  Fleet  is  to  maintain  its  high  effi- 
ciency some  amount  of  risk  must  always 
be  taW.  The  Board  of  Admiralty  may 
be  relied  upon  to  prevent  unnecessary 
risk  being  run  in  the  war  training  of  the 
Fleet  ana  to  issue  any  such  fresh  instruc- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  from  time  to 
time  to  minimise  this.  These  exercises 
are  undertaken  hundreds  of  times,  and 
the  number  of  accidents  that  occur  are 
remarkably  few. 

HoUliBation  of  the  Oibraltar  Oarrison— 
Gunners'  Honrs  of  Dnty. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 


War  if  he  will  state  during  what  number 
of  hours  out  of  each  twenty-four  the 
gunners  were  on  duty  at  GibraW'  ducing 
the  recent  mobilisation  of  the  garrison ; 
and  whether  the  number  of  gunners  in 
the  garrison  is  sufficient  to  keep  tlie 
batteries  continuously  manned  in  the 
event  of  a  siege. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland,  York- 
shire Richmond) :  No  report  of  the 
mobilisation  mentioned  has  yet  reached 
the  War  Office.  *  I  am  not  therefore  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  the  hon.  Member's 
Question. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  When  wUl  the  report 
be  received  1 

Mr.  ACLAND:  I  will  let  the  hon.  | 
Member  know  when  we  receive  it. 

Territorial  Artiliarr  Chms. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  shidds  | 
for  the  guns  of  the  Territorial  Artillery 
will  be  issued;  and  what  will  be  the 
weight  of  the  gun  and  shield  as  compared 
with  the  ami  and  shield  of  the  regular  i 
Field  Artillery. 

Mr.  acland  :  The  pattern  of  shield 
has  not  yet  been  settled,  and  I  am  not 
therefore  able  to  say  when  the  shields 
are  likely  to  be  issued.  The  weight  erf 
the  gun  and  shield  of  the  converted  15- 
pr.  will  be  25  cwt  2  qrs.  34  lbs.  as  against 
24  cwt.  3  qrs.  a  I  lbs.  for  the  18-pr.  Q.  F. 
gun. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye): 
When  will  the  accessories  necessary  to 
enable  these  guns  to  be  used  for  practice 
be  snpE^ed  % 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  give  notice  of  that  Question. 

Army  Horses. 

Mr.  NEWNES  (Nottinghamshire, 
Bassetlaw) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  a  scheme  has 
been  put  formird  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging the  breeding  of  luffses  for  Idle 
use  of  the  Army  ;  if  so,  whether  he  can 
give  the  details  of  this  scheme;  and 
whether  he  can  state  what  he  proposes  to 
do  in  this  mattei;.:  cd  by  CjOOg  I C 
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-  Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  am  not  yet  able 
to  gire  my  hon.  friend  any  information 
^yond  uiat  which  haa  already  been 
^Ten  to  the  House  to  the  effect  that  the 
n^tiations  with  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture are  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
liam) :  Was  the  account  of  the  proposed 
«oheme  which  am>eared  in  the  Press 
official  or  was  it  a  leakage  1 

Mb.  ACLAND  :  I  am  afraid  I  must 
«Bk  for  notice. 

Army  Estimates- 
Mb.  HABOLD  cox  (Preston) :  I  beg 
«o  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  xor  War 
'Whether  the  figure  quoted  1^  him  on  the 
£rst  page  of  his  Memorandum  accompany- 
ing the  Army  Estimates  for  the  total  of 
the  Army  Estimates  for  the  year  1905-9, 
namely,  £29,813,000,  represents  the 
Sstimates  as  now  arranged ;  and,  if  so, 
vhat  is  the  meaning  of  the  statement 
made  on  page  3  of  the  Army  Estimates 
that  this  figure  represents  the  Estimates 
M  arranged  in  former  years ;  and  whether 
ixe  wishes  the  Members  of  this  House 
to  take  this  figure  or  the  Agaie 
X2S,478,863  given  in  the  Army  Estimates 
jbs  the  true  haaia  of  comparison  with  his 
JSstimates  for  the  current  year. 

Mb;  ACLAND:  Thefigures£29,813,000 
represent  the  total  Estimates  for  the 
year  1905-6,  and  these  total  figures  are 
not  affected  by  the  rearrangement  of 
Army  Votes.  The  figures  £28,478,863 
represent  the  total  sum  actually  ex- 
pended for  the  year  1905-^. 

Mr.  HAEOLD  cox  :  Which  figures 
compare  with  the  Estimates  for  the 
present  year  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND :  You  must  take  the 
£rst  figure ;  the  second  represents  the 
•expenditure  and  not  an  Estimate  at  alL 

Tke  Amtr  of  Afghanistan  and  the 

Anglo-Bussian  Agreement. 
Mr.  SM  EATON  (Stirlingshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
"whether  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan  has 
:vyet  signified  his  assent  to  the  Afghan 
■articles  of  the  Anj^o-Buasian  Agreement. 


The  FINANCIAL  SECRETAEY  TO 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Charlbs  Hob- 
house,  Bristol,  E.):  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  this  Question  in  the 
absence  of  the  Under-Secretary.  The 
Answer  is  in  the  negative. 

U<Amuuid  BiBiBg. 

Mr.  SMEATON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
Amir  of  Afghanistan  has  made  any  effort 
to  prevent  the  influential  Mulla  Hazrat 
Sahib,  supported  by  bodies  of  Afghan 
sabjects,  from  joining  in  the  Mohmand 
rising. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  M/ 
hon.  friend  is  informed  that  the  Amir 
has  taken  action  to  prevent  his  subjects 
from  joining  in  the  rising  and  that  it  is 
producing  the  desired  result. 

BiUlway  Surreys  and  Indian  Frontier 
Troubles- 

Mr.  SMEATON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whethw  one 
important  cause  of  the  rising  of  the 
Mohmands  ia  the  projected  railway  across 
the  old  frontier  up  to  the  Afghan  border ; 
whether,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of 
the  tribes,  and  also  of  the  Amir,  to  this 
railway,  it  ia  intended  still  to  continue 
making  the  line ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  the  Amir  clearly  indicated  to  the 
late  Viceroy  his  dislike  of  so-called 
peaceful  penetration  b^  railw^,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  abandoning 
this  project,  which  can  at  the  best  be  (h 
little  use  and  must  always  be  a  cause  of 
irritation. 

Me.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  railway 
surveys  recently  carried  out  in  British 
territory  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  Kabul 
River,  outside  the  limits  of  the  country  in- 
habited by  t^e  Mohmands,  have  been  a 
cause  of  the  tribal  rising.  As  regards  the 
present  position  of  the  railway  ivoject  and 
the  attitude  of  the  tribes  and  the  Amir  to- 
wards it,  I  would  refer  my  boa  friend  to 
the  full  statement  on  the  subject  made  on 
6th  February  last  in  reply  to  a  Question 
from  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  Is  it  not  the  case 
that  in  that  re^^  ,^|j^^^i@^|9^  the 
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Burvej  waa  carried  on  under  fire  from  the 
MobmandB ) 

Mb.  CHAHLES  HOBHOUSE  :  I  can- 
not  admit  that.  The  Answer  was  that 
some  firing  took  place. 

Mr.  bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
Is  it  not  the  case  that  there  is  amiost 
always  some  firing  taking  place  in  these 
regions  1 

Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford): 
Is  it  advisable  thus  to  continue  irritating 
these  mouDtain  tribes  1 

Mr.  SMEATON  :  Has  not  the  Amir 
protested  more  than  once  against  the 
apfOYMch  of  the  railway  to  his  frontier ! 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  Not 
so  fu*  as  I  am  aware. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  We  are  in 
rather  a  difficult  position,  because  my 
hon.  friend  is  not  now  officially  connected 
with  India,  although  he  has  been,  and 
indeed  has  just  returned  from  that 
country.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  it  has 
already  been  decided  not  to  make  this 
raUway,  the  survey  for  which  seems  to 
have  caused  the  firing  t 

•Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  circumstance  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  alluded 
seems  to  point  to  the  desirability  of  giving 
notice  of  the  Question. 

Dinizulu- 

Mr.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  Rush- 
cliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  law  of 
Natal  empowers  the  Government  of  that 
Colony  to  arrest  a  British  subject  and 
detain  him  month  after  month  in  prison, 
as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  Ptiiizulu, 
without  formulating  and  informing  ibo 
prisoner  of  the  definite  charge  against 
him. 

I  beg  further  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Binizulu  is  still  confined  to 
prison,  and  in  that  case  have  his  legal 
advisers  full  access  to  him  and  to  any 
papers  that  they  may  deem  necessary, 
especially  such  as  were  taken  from  Dini- 
zulu when  arrested  whether  any  defidte 
charges  against  Dinizulu  have  been 
formulated  and  communicated  to  him; 


Quesfums.  J'2i0 

eatd  whether  the  date  <A  his  trial  ha» 
been  fixed. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  or 
STATE  VOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Sbbly,  Liverpool,  Abercromby)  :  Perhaps 
I  may  take  my  right  hon.  friend's  two 
Questions  together.  Dinuzulu  is  still  con- 
fined to  prison.  The  utmost  access  to  the 
prisoner  has,  I  am  assured,  all  along  been 
given  to  his  counsel.  The  proceedings 
against  Dinuzulu  are  being  tuken  under 
the  Ordinance  of  1 845  for  regulating  the 
manner  of  proceeding  in  criminal  cases  id 
Natal,  and  the  indictment  which  will 
specify  the  exact  charges  on  which  the 
prisoner  will  be  tried  unless  discharged 
by  the  magistrate,  cannot  as  I  understand 
be  framed  until  he  has  been  committed 
for  trial.  The  long  delay  is  regrettable, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  has  been 
in  communication  with  the  Qovernor  trf 
Natal  on  the  subject,  who  has  teltt- 
graj)hed  the  '  following  reply  from 
Ministers  : — "  Dinuzulu's  preliminary  ex- 
amination is  proceeding  as  already  stated 
and  until  it  is  completed  no  date  can  be 
fixed  for  trial.  No  papers  were  taken 
from  him.  He  had  between  the  date  he 
was  told  to  surrender  and  the  date  of  ht» 
surrender  some  five  days  in  which  to 
arrange  for  the  disposal  of  any  corre- 
spondence. What  this  Government  has  is 
a  mass  of  papers  evidently  abandoned 
and  thrown  about  on  the  floor  and  else- 
where." The  Secretary  of  State  is  again 
pressing  for  an  answer  as  to  the  conclusiMi 
of  the  preliminary  examination,  even  if 
only  an  approximate  date  can  be  given  at 
the  moment.  I  may  add  that  Dinuzulu's 
advisers  have  full  access  tn  all  statements 
and  depcnitions  used  by  or  before  the 
magistrate,  with  liberty  to  cross  examine 
witnesses  on  them,  and  the  Government 
of  Natal  has  promised  to  give  the  usual 
opportunities  to  the  defence  to  collect 
evidence  before  the  trial  comes  on.  I 
would  remind  my  right  hon.  friend  that, 
as  my  predecessor  stated  in  reply  to  a 
question  which  he  put  on  the  31st  of 
March,  if  any  grievance  as  to  the  course 
•  the  proceedings  is  felt  to  exist  by 
Dinizulu's  advisers,  application  can  be 
made  on  his  behalf  to  the  higher  Courts. 

Mr.  ELLIS  asked  if  under  this 
Ordinance  there  was  any  limit  to  this 
preliminary  examination;  could  a  man 
be  indefinitely  detained  before^^fU^t 
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Colonel  SEELY  said  no ;  so  fir  as  the 
Ordinance  was  concerned,  there  was  no 
limiti  of  time,  but  he  thought  it  was 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  delay  would 
not  be  inordinate.  The  Secretary  of 
State  was  pressing  to  be  informed  as 
to  the  approximate  length  of  the 
proceedings. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  asked  if 
there  was  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
prolongation  of  the  proceedings  was  with 
the  idea  of  finding  evidence  to  support 
charges  which  it  was  not  yet  possible  to 
formulate — whether,  in  fact,  it  was  a 
fishing  inquiry. 

Colonel  SEELY  siid  there  was 
nothing  at  the  Colonial  Office  that  would 
give  colour  to  such  a  suggestion.  Though 
regrettable  in  many  ways,  so  far  as  he 
had  information  the  delay  was  not 
objected  to  by  Dinizulu's  counsel. 

Law  relating  to  Oonmen. 
•Sib  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether,  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  reforms  in  the 
law  relating  to  coroners,  he  will  have 
regard  to  the  representations  made  to  the 
Ix>rd  Chancellor  on  this  subject  in  March, 
1907,  by  the  Medico-l>egat  Society  and 
by  the  London  County  Council 

*The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  York- 
shire, Cleveland)  :  My  hon.  friend 
will  be  aware  that  the  subject  of 
death  certification  was  fully  dealt  with 
by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  reported  in  1893,  and 
that  the  proposals  to  which  he  refers  are 
substantially  covered  by  that  Committee's 
recommendations.  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  under  consideration,  as  I 
announced  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Coroners'  Inquests  Bill,  the  question  of 
appointing  a  Departmental  Committee  to 
inquire  into  certain  points  relating  to 
coroners'  inquests,  and  so  far  as  the  pro- 
posed reforms  affect  coroners,  they  would 
come  within  its  scope,  and  form  part  of 
its  investigation. 

*SlR  W.  J.  COLLINS :  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  to  which  he  refers  has 


not  achieved  any  legislative  result  up  toi 
the  present  time  t 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  am 
aware  of  that,  and  I  think  it  very  desir- 
able that  the  Departmental  Committee^ 
so  far  as  the  terms  of  reference  allow,, 
should  review  the  question. 

Children  Bill  and  Ortehes- 

SirW.  J.  COLLINS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  will  be  prepared 
to  consider  the  introduction  of  a  new 
clause  into  the  Children  Bill  to  enable 
local  authorities  to  establish  and  maintain 
crSches,  or  day  nurseries,  where  children 
of  parents  engaged  on  work  away  from 
home  may  be  received  and  cared  for 
during  the  daytime  at  reascmable  charges. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Th» 
subject  comes  within  the  purview  of  the 
Local  (Jovemment  Board  rather  than  of 
the  Home  Office,  and  the  Secretary  o£ 
State  cannot  undertake  to  deal  with  it  in 
the  Children  Bill. 

Intemperance  on  Election  Days. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.)  ;  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  persons  arrested  for  drunken- 
ness in  Hastings,  Dewsbury,  and  North- 
West  Manchester  on  the  polling  days  at 
the  recent  by-elections. 

Mr.  HERBERr  SAMUEL:  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  not  got  the  information^ 
but  he  is  making  inquiries. 

Mr.  BOTTOM  .EY:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  allow  me  to  send  him. 
the  information  t 

Lnnwy  tiiron^  Beligioua  Excitement. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  thfr 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  persons  at  present  confined  in  public 
lunatic  asylums  whose  insanity  is  classified 
as  due  to  religious  excitement. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Thft 
Secretary  of  State  is  unable  to  say  bow 
many  persons  are  at  present  confined  ilk 
public  lunatic  asylums  whose  insanity  ia 
classified  as  due  to  religious  excitement^, 
but  the  yearly  average  number  of  patient» 
admitted   into  c&^^ 
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alliums,  registered  hospitals,  naral  and 
military  hospitals,  state  aajlums,  and 
licensed  houses  in  England  and  Wales 
dnrinj;  the  five  years  1902  to  1906  whose 
insanity  was  stated  to  be  due  to  this 
cause  ^raa  137  males  and  197  females, 
making  a  total  of  334. 

Metropolitan  Police  Commiaaion. 
Lord  E.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretory  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  when  the  Beport  of 
the  Metropolitui  Police  Commission  may 
be  expected. 

Mk.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  The  Com- 
mission inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  their  Report  will  probably  be  ready 
tor  submission  to  the  King  in  about  a 
month's  time. 

Mintwimn  PuniBhments, 

Mr:  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea)  :  I  beg  to 
«sk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  has  considered, 
or  will  consider,  the  question  of  fixing  a 
minimum,  as  well  as  a  maximum,  penalty 
for  indecent  assault  and  kindred  offences 
committed  against  children  and  young 
persons,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  the 
{vesent  time  prisoners  can  be,  and  some- 
times are,  awarded  no  punishment,  but 
amply  bound  over  in  relatividy  small 
sums  to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called 
upon. 

Mr.  HEiIbERT  SAMUEL  :  To  fix  a 
minimum  penalty  for  an  offence  would  be 
contrary  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
law,  and  is  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Home  Secretary  in  most  cases  undesir- 
«.ble.  I  do  not  think  offences  of  the 
kind  referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend  could 
be  made  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 
It  is  only  in  very  rare  cases  and  in  excep- 
tional circumstances  that  they  are  dealt 
with  hy  merely  binding  over  the 
defendant. 

Coast  Erosion  in  East  Yorkshire. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSQN  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holdemess) :  In  the  unfortunate 
Absence  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  I  bee  to  ask  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  ofthe  Board  of  IVade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  state  of  affairs  at 
Easington  and  Kilnsea,  East  Yorks,  has 
1>ecorae  so  serious  that  the  question  of 
defending  this  narrow  neck  of  land  from 


the  inroads  of  the  sea  is  no  longer  one  tc^ 
the  local  landowner ;  whether  he  is  airare 
that  at  the  present  time  at  spring  tidaL 
the  high  road  is  flooded  to  a  considerahle 
depth,  and  that  the  village  of  Kilnsia 
and  the  Gkiremment  ligbthowe  at  th 
Spurn  are  isolated,  and  that  if  tea 
makes  a  breach  throueh  the  Humbsr 
bank  these  places  will  be  completely 
isolated  and  probably  eventually  de- 
stroyed :  and  whether,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  can  now  see  his  way  to 
defending  the  navigable  channel  of  U» 
Humber  and  the  Spum  from  these 
dangers. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THB  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
Kbarlet,  Devonport) :  As  I  have  alread/ 
informed  the  hon.  Member,  the  protectioa 
of  the  lowlands  at  Easingcon  and  Kilnses 
is  a  duty  primarily  devolving  ap<m  the 
owners  of  the  lands  liable  to  be  flooded, 
and  the  local  Commissioners  of  Seweis, 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  will  be  prepared 
to  give  careful  consideration  to  any  pio- 
posals  they  may  make.  I  understaod 
that  by  reason  ofthe  sea  banks  not  having 
been  repaired  the  sea  flows  over  these  low 
lying  lands  at  spring  tides,  aiui  the  road 
to  Kilnsea  and  the  Spurn  is  at  such  times 
subject  to  flooding,  but  I  am  advised  tbst 
the  formation  of  a  channel  through  the 
neck  of  land  in  question  is  somewhat  im- 
probable. It  is  proposed,  however,  to 
obtain  a  further  report  as  to  whether  any 
additional  steps  are  necessary  for  the 

Srotection  of  the  Spurn.  The  Royal 
ommission  on  Coast  Erosion,  of  which  tbe 
hon.  Member  is  a  member,  have,  I  nnder 
stand,  visited  the  locality  and  investigated 
the  question,  but  have  made  no  interim 
report  or  recommendation. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  :  Will  tiw 
hon.  Oentleman  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  report  laid  before  the 
Board  of  T^e  by  Sir  William  Matther 
and  Captain  Fredericks  f 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  think  it  has  ahwJr 
been  before  the  Royal  GommiasioiL  I 
will  consider  the  point. 

Mk.  STANLEY  WILSON :  When  ii 
this  further  inqiury  to  take  place  t 

Mr.  KEARLIfY ;  Inuoedia^ 
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ShTtfVfibnry  Railway  Accident- 

Mr.  SMEA.TON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  in  view  of  the  Beport  by 
Colonel  Yorke  oa  the  cause  of  the  fatal 
accident  at  Shrewsbury  on  the  14th 
October  last,  to  the  effect  that  Martin, 
the  engine-driver,  must  have  been  over- 
come bv  sleep  while  the  train  was  passing 
Crewe  Dank  at  a  high  speed,  and  there- 
fore failed  to  see  the  signal  and  apply  the 
brake  in  time,  that  Martin  had  bsen  out 
of  bed  the  whole  of  the  previous  night 
and  most  of  the  preceding  four  nights, 
with  the  exception  of  the  12tli,  he  intends 
to  take  steps  to  prevent  such  overworking 
of  engine-drivers,  and  what  these  steps 
are. 

Me.  CHIOZZA  MONEY  (Paddington 
N.) :  At  the  same  time  may  I  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
liis  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  official  Beport  upon  the 
recent  Shrewsbury  railway  disaster 
attributes  the  accident  to  the  deceased 
driver  falling  asleep  on  the  footplate 
through  overwork  and  lack  of  proper 
and  regular  rest;  if  he  can  state  what 
re|n>esentation8  have  been  made  to  the 
railway  company  concerned;  and  what 
steps  the  Board  of  I^ade  purpose  to 
take  in  order  to  protect  the  (ravelling 
public  from  similar  disasters. 

Mr.  KEARLKY:  The  point  to  which 
Colonel  Yorke  drew  attention  was  the 
frequency  with  which  Driver  Martin  had 
been  put  on  night  duty,  and  he  suggested 
that  it  would  seem  to  be  a  wise  pre- 
caution to  prevent  the  driver  of  an 
express  train  being  out  of  bed  for  two 
nights  in  succession,  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
limit  the  number  of  such  nights  in  any 
one  week.  The  Board  of  Trade  are  in 
communication  with  the  London  and 
North-Western  Bailway  Company  regard- 
ing this  and  the  other  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Beport,  and  I  need 
hardly  say  that  the  matter  will  receive 
careful  and  persistent  attention. 

'  Mr.  SMEATON  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  men  of  experience  have 
<teclared  it  is  not  uncommon  for  engine- 
drivers,  owing  to  strain  of  working  at 
nights,  to  dose  and  even  fall  asleep  on 
their  engineB  1 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  That  is  what  Ctdonel 
Yorke  reports. 


Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Crewe) :  Has  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  been 
called  to  a  lai^e  meeting  of  engine- 
drivers  and  firemen  at  Crewe  the  week 
before  last  at  which  the  idea  of  an  engine- 
driver  going  to  sleep  on  an  engine,  and 
particularly  one  travelling  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  an  hour,  was  condemned  as 
absolutely  impossible,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  it  not  the  decision  of  the  men 
that  the  failure  of  the  brakes  was  most 
probably  the  cause  of  the  accident  t 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  I  have  seen  a  report 
of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  SMEATON:  Was  it  not  dis- 
covered that  the  bn^ces  were  in  perfect 
order  1 

Mb.  EEABI^V:  I  think  the  whole 
ground  is  covered  by  the  Beport. 

Imports  of  Dairy  Produce  from  Holland 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordealey) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  (Government  Board  if  he  can 
state,  looking  at  the  prevalence  of  foot 
and  mouth  disease  in  Holland,  what  steps, 
if  any,  are  taken  to  prevent  the  produce 
of  the  infected  farms  of  that  country 
from  being  imported  into  England  in  tlie 
form  of  milk,  batter,  or  cheea& 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  /(Mr.  John 
Burns,  Batte^-sea) :  I  am  advised  that  the 
available  information  does  not  show  that 
there  is  any  material  risk  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease  from  the  importation  of 
dairy  produce  from  Holland.  Hence  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  necessary  to  take 
any  special  action  in  the  matter  at  thd 
present  time,  bat  I  will  not  lose  sight 
of  it. 

Imported  Uilfc 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  I  beg  t6 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  if  he  has  seen  the  statement 
made  at  the  meeting  of  the  council  of  the 
British  Dairy  Farmers'  Association  to  the 
effect  that  578  cwts.  (6,473  gallon^)  of 
fresh  milk  were  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  nine  weeks  ending 
Ist  February,  compared  with  only  15 
cwtn.  (168  gallons^,  during  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  last  year ;  and,  if  the 
statement  is  correct,  will  he  say  what 
steps  are  being  t^o  tu^  sxamine^  the 
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quality  and  condition  of  fchis  imported 
milk) 

Mr.  JOHK  BURNS:  According  to 
figures  which  I  have  obtained  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs  the  quantity  of 
fresh  milk  imported  into  the  United  King- 
dom during  the  nine  weeks  ended  1st 
February,  1908,  and  during  those  ended 
2nd  February,  1907,  was-  499  cwts.  and 
94  cwts.  respectively.  Sunples  of  im- 
ported milk,  as  of  any  other  milk,  may 
be  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  with  a  view  to  their  being 
analysed  and  dealt  with  under  those 
Acts.  Moreover,  samples  of  imported 
milk  are  from  time  to  time  taken  by  the 
officers  of  Customs  and  sent  to  the 
Government  Laboratory  under  the  same 
Acts.  If  adulteration  is  discovered,  the 
cases  are  reported  to  the  Commissioners, 
who  institute  legal  proceedii^  where 
this  seems  to  them  desirable.  Further,  I 
ftm  arranging  to  have  some  samples  of 
imported  milk  examined  as  to  bacterial 
contamination  and  the  presence  of  dirt. 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  When  will 
the  result  of  the  examination  be  made 
public  t 

Mr.  JOHN  BUBNS :  As  soon  as  it  is 

completed. 

Mortality  among  Manufacturers  of 
Temperance  Drinks. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  will  grant  a  Return 
showing  the  relative  mortality  of  persons 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ginger 
beer,  lemonade,  soda  water,  and  other 
aerated  drinks,  as  compared  with  those 
engaged  in  breweries  and  public-houses  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  this  Question.  I  am 
'  afraid  I  could  not  assent  to  the  proposed 
Keturn,  I  have  communicated  with  the 
Begistrar-General  with  regard  to  it^  and 
I  find  that  his  records  do  not  show 
separately  the  mortality  of  persons 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  aerated 
dmiu.  Consequently  great  labour  and 
expense  would  be  involved  in  getting  the 
particulars  necessary  for  arriving  at  this 
mortality.  I  may  add  that  the  number 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  aerated  drinks  is  too  small  to  afford  a 
basis  for  trustworthy  statistics.  The 


tot^  number  oi  males  between  the  mg» 
of  25  and  65  who  were  so  employed  in 
England  uid  Wales,  according  to  tiie 
cenaoB  of  1901,  was  only  6,68T. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  gone 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  giving  the 
comparative  mortality  of  people  engaged 
in  the  brewery  trade,  and  would  it  b» 
more  costly  a  proceeding  to  do  the  same 
in  regard  to  peo(de  em|Jpyed  in  the 
aerated  watOT  trade  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  That  is  a  perfectly 
natural  and  proper  question  to  put,  bub 
the  whole  of  the  information  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  has  been  for 
some  time  in  the  hands  of  the  Begiatrar- 
GeneraL  It  costs  no  money  to  aeoure, 
and  very  little  trouble  to  comjHle. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY :  Is  it  not  possible 
to  supplement  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Registrar-General  with  information  on 
this  question  of  mortality  t 

Mb.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  communicate  wiib  theRegistTar-Oeneral 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich)  asked 
whether  a  Return  could  be  got  out  ^ving 
the  number  of  lunatics  in  proportion  to 
the  two  trades. 

Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  (York):  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  a  Return 
of  the  number  of  women  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  aerated  waters  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  will  look  into 
the  matter.  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to 
satisfy  hon.  Members'  curiosity. 

Fiditical  Organisations  in  the  Post 
Office. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  the  public 
demonstration  of  the  Civil  Servants 
Socialist  Society  at  Lambeth  Baths,  on 
Friday,  27th  March,  was  held  with  his 
approval ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
postal  servant  took  the  chair,  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  objects  of 
this  society  are  to  preach  Socialism 
amongst  Civil  servants. 


The  P0STMASTER-GENE51AL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
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meeting  to  which  the  hon.  Member  draws 
mj  attention.  It  was  apparently  a 
meeting  which  the  public,  and  not 
merely  members  of  the ,  Service  were  in- 
vited to  attend.  I  have  pointed  out  to 
the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  who  was  a 
Post  Office  servant,  and  to  the  secretary 
<rf  the  society  in  qiMstion,  that  when  such 
societies  hold  or  organise  public  meetings 
with  the  object  of  advancing  certain 
political  views  among  the  public  in  general 
and  not  merely  among  members  of  the 
iService,  there  is  an  infringement  of  the 
Begiilations  on  the  part  of  the  members 
of  the  Service  responsible  for  suoli 
action. 

Ma.  STANLEY  WILSON:  May  I 
ask  whether  in  view  of  the  privileges 
which  are  allowed  to  Socialista  in  the 
Post  Office,  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  will 
now  aiter  his  decision,  and  either  allow 
«qual  rights  to  all  political  organisations 
or  do  away  with  them  entirely  ) 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON.  I  am 
aorry  that  I  hare  been  so  singularly  un- 
auccessful  in  convincing  the  hon.  Member 
on  more  than  one  occasion  that  I  have 
■dealt  in  exactly  the  same  way  and  on 
identically  the  same  lines  with  all  these 
various  Post  Office  associations. 

Mb.  STANLEY  WILSON:  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ap^mint  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  go  into  the  whole 
question  1 

Mb.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  A  Committee  of  one  hundred. 

£No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Premium  Bonds  and  the  Lottery  Acts. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  the  Post 
Office  authorities  have  recently  intimated 
■to  various  newspaper  publishers  that  copies 
of  their  publications  will  not  be  permitted 
to  be  sent  through  the  post  if  containing 
-advertisements  offeringpremium  bonds  for 
gale ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  ground  for 
ihis  new  regulation. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  hive 
been  advised  that  the  premium  bonds  in 
•question,  the  distinctive  feature  of  which 
is  the  distribution  of  large  prizes  by 
ballot}  are  in  l^e  nature  of  a  lottery,  and 
that  the  transmission  through  the  post 
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of  advertisements  relating  to  such  lot- 
teries is  coatraiT  to  the  law.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  advice,  I  have  communicated 
with  the  publishers  of  various  newspapers 
with  the  object  of  j^reventing  the  publica- 
tion of  such  advertisements. 

Mb.  BOTTOMLEY  inqmred  whether 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  been  called  by  a  responsible  firm  of 

solicitors  to  the  fact  that  under  a  recent 
decision  of  the  Courts  it  had  been  dis 
tinctly  held  that  premium  bonds  did  not 
come  within  the  Lottery  Acts. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  s-id  he 
was  advised  that  they  did.  He  was 
determined  to  prohibit  their  b«Dg  sent 
through  the  post  so  far  as  he  could,  and  if 
anyone  desired  to  bring  an  action  against 
him,  he  would  be  glad  to  defend  it. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY :  But  has  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  been 
called  to  this  letter  1 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  No,  Sir, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  would  alter  my 
decision. 

Mb.  BOTTOMLEY:  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  many  responsible  newspapers 
relying  on  the  decision  of  the  Courts  have 
entered  into  lon^  contracts  for  such  adver- 
tisements, what  indemnity  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  give  the 
owners  of  these  newspapers  1 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH:  Give  them  a 
fourteen-years  limit. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Newspapers 
must  take  the  responsibility.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  in  regard  to  some  newspaper 
publishers,  at  all  events,  whose  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  matter  they  have 
at  once  fallen  in  with  the  view  I  have 
formed  and  put  before  them,  and  are  not 
continuing  the  publication  of  these  adver- 
tisemoits. 

Postal  Transmission  of  Lottery 

Oircolars. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  T  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  -  General  whether  it  is  the 
practice  of  his  Department  to  permit  the 
transmission  through  the  post  of  circulars 
relating  to  lotteries  when  such  lotteries 
are  connected  with  religio' 
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Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  As  I  ex- 
plained to  the  hon.  Member  oa  10th 
March,  the  general  practice  of  the  Post 
Office  is  to  stop  packets  observed  to  con- 
tain lottery  circulars,  but  an  exception  is 
made  in  cases  where  the  authorities 
responsible  for  the  execution  of  the 
law  do  not  regard  the  drawings  as 
unpermissible. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  asked  if  the  hw 
allowed  any  distinction  between  religions 
and  other  objects. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  cannot 
say  that  it  does,  but  I  am  not  able  to 

move  in  the  matter  except  under  advice 
of  the  responsible  authorities. 

Mb.  BOTTOMLEY  asked  who  were 
-Uie  authorities  responsible  for  the  advice. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  suggested  that 
the  hon.  Member  should  give  notice  of 
any  further  Question. 

Voioe  Training  and  Production. 
Sir         J.   COLUNS:   I  bea  to 
ask   the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Education  whether  he  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  initiating  an  inquiry,  by 
Departmental  Committee  or  otherwise, 
into  the  question  of  voice  production  and 
the  various  methods  of  voice  training. 

Thb  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Ecncdiah,  Dews- 
bury)  :  This  question  will  receive  m^  con- 
sideration, but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
make  any  statement  at  present. 

Mr.  crooks  :  "Vrai  it  apply  to  this 
House  as  well  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

British  Coinage. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  l^ucation 
-whether  he  is  aware  that  silvered  card- 
board imitations  of  British  coins  are 
beine  used  in  Metropolitan  council  schools 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  children 
their  respective  monetary  values,  and  that 
on  one  side  of  such  cardboard  coins,  and 
immediately  under  the  head  of  the 
Sovereign,  are  the  words  German  make  j 
and  whether  the  teachers  have  been 
instructed  to  ex[^ain  to  the  scholars  the 
exact  meaning  and  gignificance  of  what 


might  otherwise  appear  to  them  s  pti- 
plexing  inscription  upon  British  cau|e. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  hon.  UemW 
has  been  good  enough  to  send  me  sped- 
mens  of  the  cardboard  coins  to  which  kii 
Question  relates.  I  do  not  think  uj 
child  who  is  aware  of  the  Meicbandise 
Marks  Acts  is  likely  to  be  perplexed  bf 
the  insoription  referred  ta 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY:  Is  it  part  of  ib* 
Code  that  children  should  be  acqauDt«l 
with  the  provisions  of  the  MerdiaodiM 
Marks  Act  ?  « 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Baniiley  OatiioUc  School 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Connemaral: 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Soutii 
Kerry,  I  beg  to  usk  the  President  of  ibe 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  is  aware 
that  an  application  has  been  made  fur 
the  recognition  of  the  Catholic  scboo), 
Low    Valley,    Bamsley,    as  a  publk 
elementary  school  entitled  to  mem 
Government    grants;    whether  he  ii  i 
aware  that  no  opposition  is  made  to  tbi»  I 
application   1^  the   lesser  ednaiiu 
authorities  of  Wombwell  and     DarfiekL  j 
in  whose  district  Low  Valley  lies ;  ani  I 
can  he  say  whether  this  appucation  Ir 
been  granted. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  The  Bond  Iut-  ' 
been  informed  that  it  is  proposed  !£> 
provide  in  this  district  a  new  pub^  | 
elementary    school    for    120  Cailii*-' 
children,  and  instructions  for  tiie  ]obiiet 
tion  of  the  notices  required  by  Se«)BD-  I 
of  the  Education  Act,  1908,  have^  ' 
sent   to  the  promoters.   I  have^ 
received  any  intimation  as  to  whetj 
the  notices  have  been  issued,  or  as 
the  views  of  the  minor  local  authoriti 
No  decision  can  be  given  until  t 
expiration  of  the  statutory  period 
notice. 

West  Riding  Oouncil  Schools. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshiie.  ;w.: 
Skipton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presideot 
the  Bowd  of  Education  whether  betwe 
the  appointed  day,  Ist  April,  1904,  a 
the  31st  March,  1907,  the  West  Ridi 
local  education  authority  gave  notit 
ander  Section  8  (I)  of  the  Educati 
Act,  1902,  of  their  ^toi^uu  to  bu 
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seventy-six  new  council  tcfaools  to  pro- 
vide accommodatioa  for  22,620  children ; 
and>  if  so,  in  how  many  cases,  durint; 
1904,  1905,  and  1906,  the  Board  of 
Education  decided  that  the  proposals 
were  unreasonable,  and  that  new  schools 
were  unnecessary. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  According  to  the 
Board's  record^,  the  West  Riding 
Coanty  Council,  between  the  dates  named, 
issued  eighty-aix  notices  under  Section  8 
(1)  of  the  Act  of  1902,  ten  of  which  were 
subsequently  for  various  reasons  with- 
drawn or  held  in  abeyance.  The  remain- 
ing seventy-six  related  to  ^e  provision 
of  accommodation  for  22,546  children. 
No  decisions  to  the  effect  that  the  pro- 
posals were  unreasonable  or  that  the 
schools  were  unnecessary  were  given 
during  the  years  specified. 

Selby  Schools- 
Mb.  CLOUGE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  BoanTof  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  accommoda- 
tion of  school  places  in  the  Wesleyan, 
Abbey  Church,  and  St.  Mary's  Roman 
Catholic  Schools,  Selby,  are  682,  1,023, 
and  234  respectively,  or  a  total  of 
1,639,  and  that  the  average  attendance 
during  1907  was  439,  673,  and  200 
respectively,  or  a  total  of  1,312 ;  whether 
this  excess  of  627  school  places  is  the 
outcome  of  denominational  proselytising 
zaaX  or  caused  by  decaying  industries; 
whether  the  local  eduoati(m  authority 
is  in  any  way  responsible  for  this  excess 
of  accommodation ;  and  whether  the 
Board  can  suggest  any  means  by  which 
this  unnecessary  accommodation  may  be 
dispensed  with,  in  view  of  .the  extra 
buraen  thus  thrown  upon  the  ratepayers. 

Me.  RXJNCIMAN:  The  Answer  to  the 
first  para^ph  is  in  the  affirmative.  I 
have  no  mformation  as  to  the  second. 
The  local  education  authority  is  not  in 
any  way  responsible  for  this  excess  of 
accommodation.  The  obligation  of  the 
local  education  authority  to  maintain 
existing  schools  which  are  not  necessary 
for  the  school  supply  of  the  district  can 
only  be  removed  oy  legislation. 

Mr.  CLOTJGH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  buildings 
provided  for  the  We8leyan,Abbey  Church, 
and  St  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Schools, 


Selby,  are  of  an  unsatisEaotray  character  ; 
and  whether  he  will  insteuct  one  ctf  Hia 
Majesty's  Inspectors  of  schools  to  report 
fully  on  these  premises. 

Mr.  BUNaMAN:  There  has  been 
some  criticism  of  the  premises  of  the- 
Wesleyan  School,  but  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  objections  to  the  buildings  of  th& 
two  odier  schools  referred  to.  His 
Majesty's  Inspector  will  be  asked  to 
report  on  the  premises  when  next  ho 
visits  the  sohool. 

Mr.  GL0IT6H:  Do  I  understand  that 
the  Inspector  will  confine  his  attention  to 
the  Wwloyan  Sohool  % 

MB.RUNaMAN:  No,  Sir.  Sofaraa 
his  ordinary  duties  are  concerned  he  will,, 
of  course,  inspect  the  other  schools  aa 
well.  But  objections  have  only  been 
received  in  respect  of  the  WesleyaD 
School 

Adwidc-le-Street,  Doncaster,  Scliools. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Brodsworth  Colliery 
Company  have  sunk  a  pit  at  Woodlands,. 
Adwick  -  le  -  Street,  Doncaster,  where 
school  places  are  non-existent ;  whether 
the  West  Riding  local  education  authority 
have  given  notice  to  provide  a  school  for 
960  children ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
board  have  given  consent  to  thia 
proposal;  and  whether  the  Board  oaa 
suggest  a  cheap  method  by  which  tiio 
627  excess  school  places  can  be  trans- 
ported from  Selby  to  Woodlands  in  order 
to  relieve  the  burden  that  is  about  to 
be  thrown  upon  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  The  local  educa- 
tion authority  gave  public  notice  of  their 
intention  to  provide  a  new  school  for 
600,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to 
960,  chiklren.  The  provision  of  600^ 
places  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Board,, 
the  statutory  period  of  notice  in  resect 
of  the  remaining  360  has  not  vet  expired 
and  no  decision  has  therefore  been  given. 
The  Answer  to  the  last  yaxt  of  the- 
Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Halghinffton  Fen  School  Attendance 
Prosecation- 

Mr.  L  up  TON:  I  beg  to  ask. 
the  President  ot  the  Board  of  Educa- 
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Mitchell,  farmer,  of  Heighington  Fen, 
near  Lincoln,  has  been  repeatedly  prose- 
cuted on  account  of  the  non-attendance  of 
two  of  his  sons  at  the  council  school,  over 
two  miles  distant,  and  that  in  eighteen 
months  the  fines  have  aggregated  over 
£20  ;  if  it  is  permissible  to  force  a  parent, 
\>y  repeated  penalties,  to  send  his  boy 
"to  a  school  which  he  considers  unsuitable ,: 
and  if  he  will  take  steps  to  pravent  the 
•continuance  of  this  kind  of  treatment. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN:  The  law  requires 
that  parents  shall  cause  their  children  to 
^attend  school  unless  there  be  reasonable 
excuse  for  their  non-attendance.  It  rests 
with  the  magistrates  to  determine  what  is 
«L  reasonable  excuse.  I  am  not  prepared' 
to  initiate  legislation  conferring  on  the 
parent  the  right  of  deciding  whether  the 
education  provided  at  a  particular  school 
is  or  is  not  suitable  to  his  children.  This 
would  be,  in  practice,  equivalent  to  the 
iibolition  of  compulsory  s(mool  attenduice. 

Mr.  LUPTON.  Is  the  r-ght  hon. 
'Gentleman  aware  that  the  magistrates  in 
•deciding  this  case  expressed  sympathy 
with  the  defendant  and  were  of  opinion 
that  his  children  were  being  well  educated 
At  home,  ibut  by  reason  of  the  peculiar 
by-laws  which  differ  from  the  general 
Act  t^ey  felt  it  necessary,  against  their 
•own  judgment,  to  inflict  a  fine. 

Mr.  BI7NCIMAN :  That  has  not  been 
'brought  to  my  attention.  Of  course  no 
kwal  magistrate  can  be  flowed  to 
■abrogate  the  general  law. 

Uedical  Inspection  in  Elementary  Schools. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  if  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
«n  authorised  copy  of  his  recent  statement 
as  to  the  cost  of  medical  inspection  in 
elementary  schools. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  think  the  only 

-point  of  public  interest  in  the  stdlement 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers  was  to 

'the  effect  that,  at  a  time  when  the 
amalgamation  of  the  existing  grants  is  to 
be  undertaken,  the  Government  could  not 
propose  a  special  grant  for  medical 
inspection  or  any  increase  in  Exchequer 
aid  towards  the  expenses  of  Local  Educa- 

:tion  Authorities  under  the  Elementary 
Education  Acts  in  anticipation  of  the 

oiddxtional  nm  to  be  provided  in  wnnec- 


tion  with  the  Education  Bill  now  before 
Parliament. 

Walsall  School  Dispute. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  whether  bis  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  a  young 
man  named  Jellyman,  nineteen  years 
of  age,  and  attending  Queen  Mary'i 
Grammar  School,  Walsiul,  and  who  it  is 
alleged  has  been  guilty  of  amokiiw  a 
cigarette  in  the  precincts  of  the  ^1^811 
Kaalway  station ;  whether  he  is  iware 
that  the  head  master  offered  as  a  punish- 
ment for  the  affair  either  a  flogging  before 
the  whole  school  or  his  immediate  resigna- 
tion ;  and  whether  he  can  take  such  action 
as  will  modify  such  punishment  under  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  From  unofficial 
information  which  I  hare  receiTed  I 
gather  that  the  Governors  <A  the  School 
investigated  the  case  referred  to  uid 
decided  unanimously  to  confirm  the  action 
of  the  head  master.  I  further  undw- 
stand  that  the  matter  has  been  placed  by 
the  friends  of  the  young  man  in  the 
hands  of  lawyers,  and  I  do  not  therefore 
propose  to  initiate  any  official  inquiry 
into  the  circumstuioes  of  the  case. 

Mb.  T.  F.  RICHARDS:  It  is  not  the 
case  that  the  friends  have  placed  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  solicitors ;  there- 
fore I  ask  for  ui  Answer  to  my  Qnestion. 

Mr.  RUNaMAN:  I  aifi  ifr^id  that 
the  information  I  have  clashes  with  that 
of  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS :  My  informant 
is  the  father^  and  therefore  the  statement 
cannot  be  denied. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  If  the  hon.  Member 
cares  to  send  further  information  I  will 
consider  it. 

Mr.  LUFTON:  Is  it  a  common  practice 
in  this  school  publicly  to  flog  young  men 
of  eighteen  T 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Eirkbnrton  aramnuu:  School. 

Mr.  CLOUGH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Educatim 
whether  the  endi^^Tj^^l^oQ^^fetion 
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known  as  the  Eirkburton  Grammar 
School  was  undenominational  in  ort^n ; 
whether,  since  the  Act  of  1902  came  into 
operation,  the  funds  have  accumulated 
by  £93  per  annum ;  whether  there  is 
now  a  balance  of  £400  in  the  hank ; 
whether  these  endowments  can  be  used 
in  furtherance  of  education  higher  than 
elementuy ;  and  whether  he  will  order 
an  inquiry  into  the  origin  and  present 
Bdministration  of  the  edocationaJ  endow- 
ments at  Kirkburton. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  Instructions  have 
been  given  for  the  holding  of  a  local 
public  inquiry,  the  scope  of  which  will 
include  the  application  of  the  endowment 
as  well  as  questions  arisisg  in  connection 
with  Section  8  of  the  Education  Act, 
1902.  Pending  the  report  of  the  inquiry, 
it  would  be  premature  to  express  any 
opinion  as  to  the  future  application  of  the 
fands  or  as  to  Uie  character  of  the  endow- 
ment. The  Board  have  no  information 
as  to  whether  die  income  is  accumulating 
or  as  to  the  balance  in  hand. 

University  of  London- 
•SirW.  J.  COLLINS:  I  b  g  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  inadequate  accommodation  at  present 
provided  by  Government  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  London  at  South  Kensington ;  and 
whether  additional  accommodation  can 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  University 
proportionate  to  the  increased  duties 
which  have  been  entrusted  to  the  Uni- 
versity by  statute. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  My 
right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to 
answer  this  Question.  In  view  of  the 
liberal  provision  made  for  the  University 
in  the  years  1899-1901,  I  cannot  hold 
out  any  hope  that  an  extension  of  the 
existing  accommodation  can  be  {oovided 
at  the  public  expense. 

•Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  :  WUl  the  rigat 
hon.  Gentleman  be  willing  to  receive  from 
the  University  further  representations  on 
the  subject  1 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  Cer- 
tainly. 

•Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity) asked  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  aware  that  the  University 
was  at  presmt  housed  in  only  part  of 
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the  building  known  as  the  Imperial 
Institute,  and  whether  he  would  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  placing  the  whole 
of  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  University. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said  that 
he  could  hardly  be  exjpeoted  to  answer 
that  Question  off-hand,  out  he  might  state 
that  the  accommodation  now  provided 
was  very  much  lai^r  than  that  which 
the  University  had  in  Burlington-gardens. 

•Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Univer- 
sity  was  reconstituted  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  abrogated  its  charter,  and  that 
since  thai  its  work  lus  greatly  extended  % 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  Yes, 
Sir ;  I  am  aware  of  that,  but  I  am  also 
aware  of  the  fact  that  a  considerably 
increased  money  provision  was  made  for 
it  when  it  was  transferred  from  Burling- 
ton-gardens to  the  present  site. 

•Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  :  Before  tho 
reconstitution. 

The  Public  Tmstee. 

Mb.  BOITOMLEY:  I  bag  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
can  state  what  amount  was  expended  in 
printing  and  advertising  in  connection 
with  the  establishment  of  the  Department 
of  the  Public  Trustee ;  what  is  the 
estimated  total  annual  expense  of  such 
department ;  and  what  fees  were  re- 
ceived durii^  the  three  months  ending 
30th  Mareh  htst. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  lank 
informed  that  £110  has  been  spent  on 
printing  (including  paper)  in  connection 
with  the  establishment  of  the  Department 
of  the  Public  Trustee.  No  expenditure- 
on  account  of  advertising  has  been  in- 
curred. The  total  annual  estimated 
expenditure  as  shown  in  the  published 
estimates,  Class  III.,  Tote  5,  for  salaries, 
wages,  and  incidental  expenses,  is  £6,500,. 
and  in  addition  sums  of  £810  and  £500 
respectively  are  estimated  to  fall  on  other 
Votes  in  respect  of  office  accommodation 
and  stationery.  The  estimated  receipts 
in  respect  of  fees  are  for  the  first  year 
to  Slst  March,  1909,  £4,000.  The  fees 
estimated  to  be  received  up  to  30th 
March,  1908,  were  £400 ;  the  fees 
ad^jy  received  amount^^5^||^ 
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3Ib.  BOTTOMLEY:  U  view  of  th^ 
heavy  Ipaa  on  the  working  of  the  Depart- 
ment, will  the  hon.  Gentlemaa  reconBider 
the  question  of  whether  he  ought  to  keep 
the  Department  open  1 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSB  :  Cer- 
tainly not. 

Irish  Intermediate  Edacation  Board  Bnlee. 

Mb.  0'MALLEy(Galway,Connemara) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Kerry.  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any  opportuuity  will  'be  afforded  of 
diacussmg  any  objectionable  pointa  which 
may  be  contained  in  the  new  rules  of  the 
Irish  Intermediate  Board  :  and  whether 
the  Board  will  supply  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Heads  of  Secondary  Schools 
with  coptM  of  the  new  rules  as  soon  as 
they  are  ready  to  be  Uud  upon  the  Table 
of  me  House. 

The  vice-president  of  the 
"DEPARTMENT  op  AGRICULTURE 
Foa  IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Tyroae,  S.) ;  Perhaps  in  the  absence 
of  my  right  faon.  friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  through  indisposition  I  may 
answer  the  Questions  addressed  to  him. 
The  Intermediate  Education  Act  provides 
the  method  by  which  the  rules  made  by 
the  Board  and  approved  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  may  be  reviewed,  that  is  to 
say,  the  rules  are  not  to  become  operative 
until  they  have  lain  before  Parliament 
for  forty  days  without  being  disallowed. 
The  suggestion  that  draft  rules  should  be 
promulgated  for  discussion  by  heads  of 
schools  oefore  being  adopted  is,  my  right 
hoQ.  friend  is  advised,  quite  impracticable. 
Upon  a  former  occasion  when  the  Board 
'distributed  rules  which  were  afterwards 
■disallowed  by  Uiis  House,  much  incon- 
venience arose  by  reason  the  fact  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  recall  all  the 
copies  issued,  with  the  result  that  some  of 
the  schools  prepared  their  students  upon 
the  disallowed  rules.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Board  are  always  ready  to  receive 
and  consider  suggestions  which  may  be 
made  to  them  by  any  body  or  person 
interested,  before  submitting  rules  for 
the  approval  of  the  Lord -Lieutenant.  ■ 

Mr.  O'MALLEY:  On  beh;lf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Kerry,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chi^  Secretary  to  the  I^rd- 
Lieuteoant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 


state  if  the  Intermediate  Board  intend  to 
make  the  rules  stere<Ayped  for  ten  years ; 
and  when  the  new  rules  will  be  published. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Intermediate  Board  have  not 
^et  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the  sub- 
ject <rf  the  Question,  and  consequently 
eannot  say  when  new  rules  will  be 
published. 

Irish  Secondary  School  Bnlea. 
Mr.  O'MALLET:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Kerry,  I  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Oeu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Heads 
of  the  Irish  Secondary  Schools  has  on 
more  than  one  occasion  requested  the 
Intermediate  Board  to  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board  with  a  view  to  the 
h<^din^  of  a  conference  concerning  the 
amendmg  of  various  rules;  whether  he 
ia  aware  that  this  request  has  been 
refused ;  and  can  he  state  the  reason  for 
this  refusal. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  Inter- 
mediate  Board  do  not  consider  that 
a  conference  such  as  is  sug- 
gested in  the  Questtou  would  be  a 
satisfactory  method  of  dealine  with 
the  matter.  The  Board  hare  informed 
the  Joint  Committee  that  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  that  their  views  should 
be  submitted  in  the  form  of  a  memorial, 
as  on  previous  occasions,  so  that  the 
various  points  may  be  fully  and 
accurately  stated  for  consideration  by  the 
Board. 

Kenmare  Fair  Bent  Applications. 

Mr.O'M  ALLEY:  On  behilf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Kerry,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Iaeo- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  number  of  applications  to  fix  fair 
rents  received  by  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission from  the  rural  district  of  Ken- 
mare, county  Kerry,  during  the  nine 
months  endeid  3l8t  December,  1907,  and 
the  three  months  ended  31st  March. 
1908,  respectively ;  and,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  latest  sitting  of  the 
Sub-Land  Commission  at  Kenmare  was 
on  the  3rd  October,  1907,  at  which 
only  applications  lodged  before  the  Ist 
April,  1907,  were  dealt  with,  can  he  state 
the  earliest  date  (tf  the  holding  of  a 
further  sitting  of  the  Sub-Lwnd  Com- 
mission at  Keng^,  byGoOglc 
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Ma.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  number 
of  applications  received  from  the  Keamare 
distnct  during  the  nine  months  ending 
Slat  December,  1907,  was  twenty-seven, 
and  the  number  received  dunng  the 
three  months  ending  31st  March,  1908, 
was  twenty-eight.  The  Land  Commisdon 
will  appoint  a  further  sitting  as  soon  as 
possible  having  regard  to  the  claims  of 
other  diatricts,  but  cannot  at  present  fix 
«4ate. 

Irish  Boyal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS:  I  beg  to 
-ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whethw  he 
has  considered  a  memorial  from  the 
Soyal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Ireland 
praying  that  that  body  may  become  a 
constituent  eoUege  in  the  new  University 
to  be  eBtabliaheain  Dublin ;  and  whether 
lie  will  be  prepared  to  advise  the  inclusion 
•of  that  coflege  within  the  University. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  make  the  Royal  Colluge  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland  a  constituent  college 
of   the  pn^po"^  Umversity  in 

Dublin. 

Sia  W.  J.  COLLINS:  Will  the  Chief 
Secretary  be  prepared  to  consider  any 
further  repreaentatioiia  that  may  be  made 
hy  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  1 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  am 
<juite  sure  my  right  hon.  friend  wilt  be. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary. 
Mk.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  was  the 
authorised  strength  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  on  the  Ist  December,  1905, 
and  Ist  March,  1908,  respectively. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  authorised 
strength  of  the  force  on  Ist  December, 
1905,  was  9,436,  but  on  the  following  day 
authority  was  given  to  increase  the  force 
fifty  men.  Since  dien,  the  number 
has  been  further  increased  by  414  men, 
making  the  total  9,900,  at  which  figure  it 
etood  on  Ist  March,  1908. 

Irish  Resident  Uagistrates. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONQ:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  ^  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  has  been  the 


number  of  vacancies  in  the  office  of 
resident  magistrate  in  Ireland  since  Ist 
Jaauarv,  1906  ;and  whether  ^e  vacancies 
have  aU  been  filled. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL;  Since  Ist 
January,  1906,  four  vacancies  have 
occurred  in  the  office  of  resident 
magistrate.  Three  new  appointments 
have  been  made  in  respect  of  these 
vacancies,  and  one  resident  magistrate's 
station  has  been  abolished. 

Staff  of  the  Estates  Commisaion. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  additional  appoint- 
ments were  made  to  the  staff  of  the 
Estates  Commission  consequent  on  the 
passing  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of 
1907,  and  what  is  the  coat  of  auoh  addi- 
tional establishment. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSBLL  :  No  additional 
appointments  to  the  staff  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  been  made  conse- 
quent upon  the  passing  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act,  1907,  but  the  services  have 
been  retained  of  the  fourteen  temporary 
inspectors  who  were  appointed  in  April, 
1907,  as  part  of  the  general  staff  engaged 
on  the  purchase  and  re-sale  of  land,  uid  in 
connection  with  the  restoration  of  evicted 
tenants.  These  temporary  inspectors  are 
paid  £800  per  annum  each,  inclusive  of 
subsistence  allowance.  A  temporary 
clerical  staff  of  ten  persons  engaged  upon 
evicted  tenants  inquiry  work  nas  also 
been  retained  as  part  of  the  general 
indoor  staff,  at  a  total  approximate  cost 
of  MOO  per  annum.  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  portion  of  the  staff  is  en- 
g^ed  exclusively  on  the  restoration  of 
evicted  tenants.  They  think  it  probable 
that  if  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  had  not 
been  passed  the  whole  of  the  present 
staff  would  have  been  required  in  connec- 
tion with  their  purchase  proceedings  and 
with  the  restoration  of  evicted  tenants 
under  the  voluntary  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1903.  It  is,  in  fact,  under  these 
voluntary  provisions  that  the  reinstate- 
ment of  evicted  tenants  is  for  the  most 
part  being  effected. 

Inspectorship  oi  Iriah  Beformatories. 
Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  beg  to  ask 
Uie  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
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that  it  was  proposed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, ao  soon  as  the  opportunity 
presented  itself,  to  amalgamate  the  In 
nwctorship  of  Reformatory  uid  Industrial 
Suhools  with  one  of  the  Commisaioner- 
ships  of  the  Prisons  Board ;  whether  the 
opportunity  has  yot  arisen ;  if  so,  what 
steps  have  been  taken  for  carrying  out 
the  proposed  arrangement ;  and  what  is 
the  resultant  saving  to  the  Exeheqoer. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  There  is  no 
official  record  of  any  proposal  by  the 
late  Government  to  amalgamate  the 
offices  named  in  the  Question.  But  when 
the  Medical  Commissionerahip  of  the 
Prisons  Board  became  vacant  on  Ist 
September,  1906,  His  Majesty's  present 
Government  decided  to  fill  the  vacancy 
by  appointing  thereto  the  Inspector  of 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  the 
two  offices  to  be  held  joindy.  The 
saving  to  the  Exchequer  as  the  result  of 
this  arrangement  amounts  to  £550  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Keaneny,  J.F. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lrad-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  remarks 
reported  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  J. 
Keaneny,  a  county  councillor  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  at  a  public  meeting  on 
Sunday,  19th  April,  at  Tulsk,  county  Ros- 
common, advising  the  people,  wherever 
there  was  a  grazier  or  rancher,  to  make 
the  place  a  littie  hell  for  him;  and 
whether  he  intends  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  This  mitter 
has  been  referred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  is  under  his  consideration. 

0attle-DriT68  In  Ireland. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  b  g  lo  ask  tho 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state  ihe 
number  of  cattle-drives  reported  to  the 
police,  or  within  their  cognisance,  during 
the  months  of  January,  February,  March, 
and  April,  respective^. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  number 
of  cattle-drives  reported  in  January  was 
35 ;  in  February,  31 ;  in  March,  57 ;  and 
in  April,  to  date,  47. 


Tanderacea  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  aak  ibe 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lom-Lientenant- 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners will  give  further  considerakicHft 
to  the  case  of  Samuel  Rainey,  an  evicted 
tenant,  of  Ballymore,  Tandera^ee,  coun^ 
Armagh,  with  a  view  to  placmg  him  in 
possession  of  a  holding  in  lieu  of  that 
from  which  he  was  evicted. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  fully  considered  this 
case,  and  see  no  reason  to  alter  the 
decision  of  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
informed  the  hon.  Membw  on  17th  July 
hist. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  two  inspectors  have 
reported  that  this  is  a  case  for 
reinstatement  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  h:ive  n» 
knowledge  as  to  ^t. 

Land  Parebue  Annnitlei. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  lo  csk  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-LioutemiDt 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceed- 
ings have  had  to  be  instituted  by  the 
Land  Commission  during  the  last  six 
months  to  recover  from  tenant  purchasers- 
annuities  due  under  the  Irish  Land  Act 
of  1903. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  number 
of  cases  in  which  the  Land  Gommisaion 
directed  proceedings  to  be  taken  last 

month  for  the  recovery  of  land  purchase 
annuities  due  on  Ist  December  last  was- 
1,074.  Payment  has  since  been  made  in 
549  of  these  cases,  leaving  only  525  now 
in  arrear  out  of  a  total  of  38,963  payera 
of  annuities. 

Cbsrlestown  Petty  Sessions— Charge  of 
Unlawfol  Assembly. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  b>g  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutensnfc 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  magistrates^ 

sitting  at  Charlestown  Petty  Sessions  on. 
the  10th  April,  by  a  majority  refused 
informations  in  the  case  of  six  men 
charged  with  unlawful  assembly  on  the- 
18th  March,  when  it  was  alleged  that- 
they  formed  part  of  a  crowd- who  took. 
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for  rent  from  the  rural  pMtman;  vhether 
two  resident  magistrates  dissented  from 
the  decision  of  the  majority,  and  one  of 
them  stated  that  he  had  never  heard  a 
clearer  prim&  facie  case  put  forward  by 
the  prosecution;  and  whether  he  pro- 
poses to  take  further  steps  to  place  these 
men  upon  trial  for  the  offences  alleged 
against  them. 

Mr.  T.W.RUSSELL:  The  ficts  are 
substantially  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, The  question  of  taking  farther 
proceedings  has  been  fully  considered  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland,  who  has  decided  that  having 
regard  to  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
the  bench,  the  case  is  not  one  in  which 
he  would  be  justified  in  sending  up  a 
£111  to  the  grand  jury. 

Forestry  in  Irehuid. 
Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  it  is  intended  to  take 
any  action  to  give  effect  to  the  rocommen- 
clationa  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  Forestry  in  Ireund. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  Irish 
forestry,  which  has  only  recently  been 
issued,  is  under  consideration,  but  there 
has  not  yet  been  time  to  arrive  at  a 
decision  upon  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee.  The  importance  of  deal- 
ing with  the  matter  is  fully  recognised, 
and  the  Ctovemment  will  come  to  a 
^lecision  upon  it  as  soon  as  may  be 
possible,  having  regard  to  the  financial 
sad  other  conBiderations  involved. 

ItiBh  Department  of  AKricultnre--Sa]a]y 
of  Secretaiy. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  (Ireland)  whether  it  was 
upon  his  recommendation  that  the  salacy 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Department  has 
been  increased  from  £1,300  to  jG1,500 
per  annum,  and  what  are  the  i-easons  for 
the  increase. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  Answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
-affirmative.  The  salary  was  increased 
by  the  sum  stated  in  order  to  make  it 
more  nearly  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
ceedingly onerous  responsibilities  of  the 
office,  which  are  not  less  than  those  of  the 


permanent  heads  of  other  great  Depart- 
ments of  State  on  which  the  official  con- 
stitution of  the  Department  has  been 
modelled  and  in  which  a  higher  scale  of 
salary  obtains. 

Orders  in  Council. 
*Mr.  BELLAIBS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prima  Minister,  with  reference  to  the 
Answer  of  the  Prime  Minister  on  14th 
March,  1907,  stating  that  he  proposed  to 
confer  with  the  Jjord  President  of  the 
Council  with  reference  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  rule  that  all  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  published  in  the  London 
Gazette,  whether  he  can  now  state  what 
action  has  been  taken,  and  if  the  rule 
will  be  invariably  enforced  in  the  futura ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Privy  Council  states 
that  Members  of  Parliament  are  not 
entitled  to  copies  of  Orders  in  Council, 
when  applying  on  a  matter  in  wlddh 
they  are  mterested. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and 
FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.) :  AH  Orders  in 
Council,  where  required  by  Statute,  are 
published  in  the  I^ndon  Gazette.  Some 
misconception  must,  I  think,  exist  as 
regards  the  statement  attributed  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  as  that  officer 
states  that  he  has  not  expressed  such 
an  (^linion. 

*Mr.  6ELLAIRS :  As  the  statement 
was  made  by  letter  in  answer  to  an 

application  by  me  for  a  copy  of  an  Order 
in  Council,  will  the  right  hon,  Grcntle* 
man  communicate  with  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council  on  the  matter  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  Yes. 

Trade  Oomhinations  in  Great  Britain. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gcavesend): 
I  be^  to  ask  the  ^rime  Minister  whether 
he  IS  aware  of  Uie  existence  in  Oreat 
Britain  of  trusts,  rings,  cartels,  and  other 
combinations  having  for  their  object  the 
monopolisation  of  trades  and  markets,  by 
regulating  the  output  or  by  keeping  up 
pnces  and  stifling  competition ;  and, 
seeing  that  such  combinations  are  in 
restraint  of  trade,  and  are,  therefore, 
inconsistent  with  the  present  free-trade 
policy  of  this  coimtry,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  restrain  the  increasing 
monopolistic  operations  of^7(UjEa^Qcu8ts 


1267  moling  {COMMONS}  Staiumt.  1268 


in  the  United  Kingdom;  and  whether 
the  GoTemment  will  grant  a  Royal 
Commission  or  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  existence  of  railway 
conferences,  shipping  rings,  coal  rings, 
industrial  combinations  of  the  iron  and 
steel  trades,  such  as  the  Kailmakers 
Syndicate  and  other  organisations  like 
the  Imperial  Tobacco  Trust,  the  Meat 
Trust,  and  the  German  Electrical  Manu- 
facturers Trust. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  am  aware  of  the 
existence  of  trade  combinations  of  the 
kind  referred  to  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  I  agree  that  in  some  cases  the  effects 
of  these  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  public 
interest  But  the  operations  of  such 
trusts  are  necessarily  more  circumscribed 
and  less  mischievous  here  than  in  other 
countries  in  which  they  are  fostered  by 
a  general  customs  tariff,  and  I  doubt 
wheUier  there  would  at  the  present  time 
be  any  advantage  in  such  an  inquiry  as 
the  hon.  Member  suggests. 

The  Budget- 

.  Hb.  McCBAE  asked  the  Prime  Minister 
if,  faavini;  regard  to  the  near  approach  of 
the  Whitsunday  Term,  and  in  view  of 

the  inconvenience  caused  in  Scotland  by 
delay,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
now  say  when  the  Budget  would  be 
introduced. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  hope"on  Thursday, 
7th  May. 


NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN, 
William  Joynson-Hicks,  esquire,  for 
Borough  of  Manchester  (North-West 
Division). 

Captain  the  hon.  Arthur  Cecil  Murray, 
County  of  Kincardine. 


PUBLIC  PETiriONS  COMMITTEE. 

Second  Report  brought  up,  and  read ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


NSfF  BILL. 

WHALING  STATIONS. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  {O.kney 
and  Shetland),  in  asking  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  closing 
of  existing  whaling  stations  during  the 


summer  herring  fishing  and  to  prohibit 
whaling  stations  being  estaUished  in  the 
future  on  wy  part  of  the  shores  of  Great 
^tain  and  Ireland,  said  the  case  which  he 
bad  the  honour  to  present  to  the  eonsadera> 
tion  of  the  Government  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  great  herring  fishing 
of  Scotland,  of  which  Shetland,  at  cer> 
tain  seasons,  was  the  principal  ground. 
In  1903  things  were  going  well  with  tbem. 
Good  6shings  and  consequent  increased 
commercial  prosperity  had  put  Hfe  into 
the  people.  In  the  summer  of  that  year 
two  foreign  whaling  companies,  Mithout 
leave  or  licence  from  any  public  authority,, 
invaded  the  most  beaatiful  Voe  in 
Shetland  and  in  a  short  time  rendered 
its  waters  unfit  for  life.  Herring  etation* 
had  to  be  abandoned,  and  fishermen  hfr 
afterwards  met  at  Pittenweem  assured 
him  that  cuts  on  their  hands  would  not- 
heal,  trifling  sores  became  ulcers,  owing 
to  the  polluted  waters.  He  visited  the 
Voe  aa  soon  as  possible,  and  the  sceno 
could  only  be  described  by  a  Zola  or  an 
Upton  Sinclair.  Not  only  that,  but  for 
mues  down  the  Yoe  the  mossel  beds  wer» 
destroyed.  At  a  public  meeting  he- 
denounced  the  beastly  business,  but 
landlordism,  capital,  and  canning  were 
too  strong  and  no  public  feeling  wa» 
aroused.  The  following  year  Mr.  Graham 
Murray  appointed  a  Commission  to  visit^ 
Shetland,  and  the  result  was  presented  to 
the  House  in  the  form  of  a  Bill,  but  out- 
aide  influence  being  brought  to  bear  on 
the  Government,  no  serious  attempt  was. 
made  to  pass  it,  and  on  the  west  coast  of 
Shetland  the  herring  fishing  had  gon» 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  the  udustry  was. 
in  despair.  Naturally  enough,  whan 
people  saw  ruin  staring  them  in  the  faee- 
they  must  find  someone  on  whom  they 
might  ventilate  their  indignation,  and 
although  he  had  done  everything  h» 
possibly  could  to  impress  both  th» 
present  Government  and  the  late 
Government  with  the  gravity  of  the 
situation,  he  was  bitterly  blamed  by  the 
local  Tory  Press  for  not  having  succeesfuUy 
compelled  either  of  the  Governments  to 
adopt  his  views.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  also  came  in 
for  a  coDsidetable  shwe  of  abuse^ 
and  with  equal  justice  he  was  de- 
nounced most  rigorously  for  the  ctve- 
lessneas  and  apathy  of  his  pre- 
decessors, who,  knowing  and  admittin^^ 
the  gravity  of  the  situation,  did  nothing. 
His  hon.  friend'  'the  Member^  f^iSoutk 
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Tyrone  ttAA  the  Hoose  the  other  day  that 
be  proposed  introclucinK  a  Bill  to  legalise 
whaling  stations  in  Ireland,  and  in  view 
of  the  disastrous  results  that  had  followed 
ia  the  west  coast  of  Shetland,  he  wanted 
to  be  t  Id  what  they  knew.  They  knew 
as  facts  that  since  this  inhuman  work 
started,  the  herring  lishing  on  the  west 
coast  of  Shetland  had  ^oue  from  bad  to 
worse.  They  knew  that  the  Norwegian 
fishermen  drove  the  whale  killers  from 
their  shores,  and  that  the  Norwegian  fishing 
had  not  yet  reoovoiwi  They  Knew  that 
the  operations  polluted  thewatersfor  miles 
round,  and  destroyed  the  mussel  beds. 
A  petition  had  been  presented  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  from  the  Shetland 
Herring  and  White  Fishing  Association, 
praying  that  the  Qovernment  would, 
without  delay,  appoint  a  Clommission  of 
Inquiry  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
subject.  He  and  other  Members  repre- 
senting the  fishing  industry  strongly 
sapported  that  petition*  and  he  could  not 
imagine  any  reasonable  ground  on  which 
it  could  be  refused,  and  they  were  pre- 
senting a  memorinl  to  the  Secretary  tor 
Scotland  prayihfc  that  he  would  accede  to 
the  request.  Many  hon.  Memben  from 
Ireland,  departing  from  their  usual 
custom  of  not  associating  themselves  with 
them,  had  supported  the  principle  of  this 
Bill,  and  he  was  gratefiil  for  the  support. 
And  until  the  Commission  which  it  was 
hoped  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  would  at 
once  appoint  made  its  report,  he  trusted 
that  Ae  Irish  Gbvemment  would  stay  its 
hand  and  refrain  from  granting  any 
permits  for  the '  establishment  of  these 
stations.  All  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  justified  the  Grovemment  in  accepting 
the  principle  of  this  Bill,  that  meantime 
no  further  stations  would  be  permitted 
on  the  British  or  Irish  coasts,  and  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should  take 
power  to  prohibit  the  working  of  such 
stations  as  were  now  erected,  during 
certain  seasons  of  the  year. 

Question — "That  leave  be  given  to 
introduce  a  Wl  to  provide  for  the  closing 
of  existing  whaling  stations  during  the 
summer  herring  fisSing,  and  to  prohibit 
whaling  stations  being  established  in  the 
future  on  any  part  of  the  shores  of  Great 
Britain  and  Iruand," — put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Gathcarfc  Wason,  Mr.  Gwynn, 
Mr.  Leicester  Harmsworth,  Dr.  Amraose^ 


Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  O'Malley,  Mr.  Morton, 
Mr.  Hugh  Law,  Mr.  John  Sutherland, 
and  Mr.  Ainsworth. 

WHALING  STATIONS  BILL 
"  To  provide  for  the  closing  of  existing 
whaling  stations  during  tne  summer 
herring  fishing  and  to  prohibit  whaling 
station?  being  established  in  the  future 
on  any  part  of  the  shores  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ir^and,"  presented  accord- 
ingly, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  13tb 
May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  205]. 


LICENSING  BILL. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Queition  [fJSth 
ApriR  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  resd  a 
second  time." 

Which  Ammdmoit  was, 

"  To  leave  oat  from  dM  word  '  That,'  to 
the  end  of  the  Qaestlon.  In  order  to  add 
the  words,  'this  House  aecUnes  to  proceed 
further  with  a  measure  which,  while  failing 
to  promote  the  caois  of  temperance,  violatw 
the  principles  oi  equity '  "—{Mr.  Cbw)-* 
instead  thereof. 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 

of  the  Question." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (DubUn,  S.) : 
Before  I  approach  the  question  which  we 
have  under  discussion  a  pleasanter  axid 
an  easier  duty  falls  to  my  lot  owing  to 
the  fact  that  yesterday  during  the  course 
of  our  proceedings  no  Member  sitting  on 
this  Bench  had  the  opportunity  to  offer 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  on  his  first  appear- 
ance in  what  I  may  call  perhaps  our 
practical,  ordinary,  everyday  life  here, 
our  warm  congratulations  upon  his  acces< 
sion  to  the  most  disdnguished  office  in 
the  State,  and  our  conviction  that  he  will 
fill  it  with  credit  to  hiraseU  and  witb 
honour  to  the  ^at  country  over  whose 
destinies  he  is  now  called  upon  to 
preside.  I  am  also  glad  and  ready 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  very  admirable 
speech,  if  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
will  permit  me  to  praise  him  and 
his  words,  delivered  yesterday  by  the 
Member  for  the  Kingston  Division. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  as  far 
as  I  am  entitled  to  voice  any  of  the 
opinions  of  the  Opposition,  and  as  far  as 
Idesire  to  see  the ^ J<^r g^^^g^ 
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put  before  the  House,  everything  that  I 
could  desire  or  ask  for  was  done  yester- 
day by  my  hon.  and' learned  friend,  and  I 
believe,  however  strongly  Members  op- 
|Kwite  may  have  differed  from  him  either 
in  his  arguments  or  in  hia  conclusions, 
nobody  will  deny  that  he  put  his 
case  in  very  strong  and  clear  terms,  and 
put  it  to  the  House  in  a  manner  which 
made  even  his  strongest  opponents  un- 
able to  differ  from  him  with  any  feeling 
of  bitterness.  For  my  part,  I  wish  with 
all  my  heart  that  the  debate  could  end 
there,  especially  because  it  would  relieve 
me  of  Uie  duty  which  devolves  on  me  of 
taking  part  in  it,  but  also  because  it  is 
very  difficult  for  anybody  who  does  not 
poBBOBS.  my  hon.  and  learned  friend's 
acute  intellect  and  long  training  in 
jadicial  work  to  speak  upon  this  question 
without  running  the  nsk  of  possibly 
spoiling  the  excellence  of  some  of  the 
points  which  he  put  so  clearly.  But  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  regarded  as  contrary  to 
our  Party  system  if  we  were  to  introduce 
so  simple  a  procedure  as  a  speech  on  each 
side  and  then  a  division,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  while  the  Government  of  the 
day  would  accept  such  an  innovation  with 
delight,  whenever  that  Government  be- 
came an  Opposition  their  views  would  be 
diametrically  changed  as  to  the  advant- 
aees  of  tlie  proposition.  The  Prime 
Minister,  in  his  speech  yesterday  at  the 
opening  of  our  proceedings,  called  upon 
us  on  this  side  to  formulate  our  case.  He 
referred  to  the  Act  of  1004  for  which 
we  were  responsible,  and  references  were 
also  made  to  it  by  succeeding  speakers, 
including  the  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Home  0£5ce,  and  it  was  more  than  once 
asked  "How  can  you  justify  the  ground 
you  have  taken  up  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  you  were  responsible  for  and 
passed  the  Act  of  1904?^  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  is  to  be  found  in  the  Act 
of  1904  no  precedent  whatever  for  the 
legislation  which  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  consider.  Further,  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  Bill  proceeds  upon  lines  exactly 
opposite  to  those  which  were  pursued  by 
the  promoters  of  the  Act  of  1904.  What 
was  the  main  object  of  that  measure? 
It  was  to  provide  an  easy,  and 
above  all,  an  equitable  machinery  by 
which  unnecessary  and  supei^uona 
liceneea  could  be  ^ot  rid  of.  That 
Bill  when  it  was  introduced  brought 
about  with  a  section  of  the  licence- 
holders     a    distinct    bargain,  value 

Mr.  Wttlier  Long. 


being  given  for  value.     The  Under- 
Secretary  claimed  as  evidence   of  the 
force  of  the  law  that  previous  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1904,  and  quite 
recently,  there  had  been  700  or  800 
licences  suppressed  without  compensation. 
Nobody  denies  that  fact ;  nobody  on  this 
side  of  the  House  denies  that  right  to 
the  exercise  of  their  powers  in  what 
we  regard  as  an  arbitrary  way  by  certain 
limited   benches,   which    brought  this 
question  to  the  fore.   And  why  was  it  that 
the  use  of  these  powers  was  limited  to 
certain  benches  1    It  was  because,  in  the 
case  of  the  great  majority  of  the  magis- 
trates of  the  country,  their  sense  of 
justice  revolted  against   the    idea  of 
exercising  a  power  which,  however  long 
it  might  have  existed,  had  certainly  lain 
dormant  for  a  long  time,  in  order  to  take 
away  without  compensation  the  living  of 
respectable  people  who  had  regarded 
their  property  as  one  which  would  be 
continuous  if  they  took  proper  care  of  it 
and  behaved  themselves  properly.  That 
bargain  was  made,  and  what  did  those 
ante-1869     licence-holders  surrender! 
They  surrendered  a  right  which  nobody 
now  disputed.     It  was  not  disputed  that 
the  ante-1869  licence-holders  had  a  right 
different  from  those  who  followed.  They 
surrendered  it,  and  in  return  f<ff  what  1 
In  return  for  the  lig^t  to  full  compensa- 
tion for  the  business  and  property  they 
were  surrendering,  that  compensation  to 
be  provided  out  of  a  levy  to  which  they 
were  themselves  to  contribute.    To  claim 
the  Act  of  1904  as  a  precedent  for  this 
legislation  is,  I  venture  to  say,  a  dum 
which  cannot  be  sustained  by  anybody 
who  remembers  what  took  place  when 
that  Bill  was  in  Parliament,  or  who 
realise  what  was  the  effect  of  that  Act 
upon  our  licensing  laws.    It  was  claimed 
by  the  Undersecretary  last  n^ht  that 
one  of  the  great  reforms  the  Government 
were  effecting  was  one  dealing  with  the 
new  licences.    That  was  one  of  the 
reforms  contained  in  the  Act  of  1904,  for 
which  we  were  responsible.    The  fact  that 
that  Act  was  claimed  as  a  measure  of 
temperance  reform  is  undoubtedly  true, 
but  it  was  only  based  upon  this  ground, 
that  where  it  is  proved  that  unnecessary 
licences  exist,  there  it  is  desirable  to 
enable  their  removal  to  be  effected  with* 
out  arousingbitter  controversy  and  without 
doing  a  ^at  injustice,  and  these  resnki 
were  arrived  at  by  the  passing  of  that  Bill 
Those  results  wet^i  ,e#K;tQd,     j^q  ^ct  d 
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1904.  Can  anybody  say  that  similar 
results  will  follow  from  the  Bill  we  are 
now  considering  t  We  heard  last  night  a 
speech  from  the  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Home  Office  which  did  not  want  in 
ability.  He  certainly  had  official  sources 
of  information  at  his  command,  but  there 
was  not  one  statement  controverting  the 
ease  advaaced  bv  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  Kingston,  who 
showed  that  if  this  Bill  passed  is  its 
present  form  or  practically  in  any  form 
and  if  its  operation  were  to  extend  to  the 
the  country  generally  the  gravest  injustice 
would  be  inflicted  upon  a  large  number 
of  innocent  people.  The  only  way  in 
which  the  Government  and  their  supporters 
have  met  that  case  is  by  falling  back 
upon  the  fact,  which  was  known  to 
everybody  and  has  no  relation  to  this 
question  of  injustice,  that  at  one  period 
in  the  history  of  the  licensing  trade 
advantage  was  taken  of  what  was  believed 
to  be  a  time  of  great  prosperity  and  that 
some  businesses  were  sold  at  greatly 
inflated  prices.  Nobody  denies  that  at  all. 
But  the  great  brewers  and  the  owners  of 
these  businesses  are  not  the  only  people 
who  have  suffered  by  what  has  happened, 
and  they  are  not  the  only  people 
who  ought  to  be  considered.  And  what 
is  more;  surely  it  is  bad  enough  that 
people  should  have  suffered  by  bad  finance 
ana  operations  of  that  nature.  In  some 
cases  these  businesses  have  recovered. 
But  there  are  many  cases,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kidderminster  stated  last 
night,  where  the  publichouses  belong 
to  small  local  brewers.  There  are  no 
harder  cases  to  be  found  than  those. 
In  a  part  of  Wiltshire  there  are  a  large 
number  of  public-houses  which  are  at- 
tached to  small  breweries  and  are  con- 
ducted by  the  men  who  own  both.  How 
are  you  going  to  deal  with  those  cases ) 
The  only  answer  which  has  been  given 
to  that  question  is  that  they  are  trading 
on  the  results  of  the  folly  and  bad  finance 
of  these  people,  or  that  they  are  making 
calculations  in  regard  to  the  future  upon 
some  false  basis.  Of  course,  it  is  quite 
natural  for  those  who  are  responsible  for 
this  measure,  and  who  I  hope  believe  in 
it,  to  wish  to  make  the  best  case  they  can, 
but  there  has  not  been  one  statement 
made  on  the  Government  side  which  dis- 
poses of  the  facts  and  figures  brought 
before  the  House  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend.  Those  facts  and  figures  are  the 
results  not  (rf  fancy  calculations  of  laymen, 
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not  of  persons  interested  in  making  ou^ 
the  best  possible  case,  but  of  the  bes*' 
experts  in  the  land,  men  who  are  intim- 
ately acquainted  with  all  the  pitfalls  and 
difficulties  of  such  estimates.  I  repeat 
that  neither  in  its  composition  nor  in  its 
operation  can  the  Act  of  1904  be  cited 
as  a  precedent  for  the  Bill  we  are  now 
considering.  The  Prime  Minister  has 
asked  us  two  questions,  and  I  will  en- 
deavour plainly  and  briefly  to  answer 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
realise  what  is  sometimes  not  realised  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway— I 
do  not  blame  them  for  it — that  we  are  in 
a  difficult  position  in  the  absence  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  was  him- 
self responsible  for  the  Act  of  1904,  and 
who  is  the  only  man  entitled  to  speak 
with  a  single  voice  on  behalf  of  his  Party. 
But  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  misstating  the 
position  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  although 
I  cannot  hope  to  express  it  in  his  terms, 
in  answering  those  two  questions.  The 
first  question  was.  Do  you  admit  and 
approve  of  a  time-limit  7  I  confess  I 
was  rather  surprised  lhat  the  Prime 
Minister  asked  that  question,  and  for 
this  reason.  That  question  was  frequently 
raised  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side 
of  the  House  during  the  debates  on  the 
Act  of  1904,  but  it  was  raised  in  different 
circumsttinces  and  in  a  different  form. 
My  right  hon.  friend  who  was  then 
Prime  Minister  stated  distinctly,  and 
I  believe  it  is  his  opinion  now,  that  a 
time  limit  is  absdutely  incompatibe 
with  a  concurrent  levy  for  insurance. 
That  is  our  view  now.  The  Act  of  1904 
involved  a  serious  compact  between 
Parliament  and  those  with  whom  we 
were  then  dealing,  and  it  gave  most 
clearly  power  to  dispose  of  licences 
on  condition  that  fair  and  reasonable 
compensation  was  paid.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Appleby,  who  dealt  with 
many  of  these  questions  in  a  very 
light-hearted  fashion,  talked  about  this 
insurance  as  a  thing  which  could  be 
easily  done.  I  wonder  on  what  authority 
he  spoke !  I  heard  him  afterwards 
talking  about  the  way  in  which  beer  was 
brewed,  and  when  challenged  with 
making  an  absurd  statement  he 
immediately  confessed  he  knew  nothing 
about  it.  1  do  not  know  whether  he 
made  the  statement  about  insurance  on 
the  same  foundation ;  but  this  I  do  know, 
that  no  one  has  ^et  produced  s 
practical   scheme  of  insi 
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would  enable  the  OTrners  of  a  property 
like  this  to  provide  agaiast  the  time 
limit  if  concurrently  they  had  to  pro- 
vide the  money  necessary  for  their 
own  insurance.  That  is  a  complete 
answer  to  the  question  of  a  time-limit. 
Now  the  second  qu&>ition  which  the  Prime 
Minister  asked  us  was :  Are  you  in  favour 
of  the  recovery  of  the  monopoly  value  by 
the  State  1  The  Prime  Minister  said  he 
he  was  entitled  to  an  arswer,  and  I  think 
he  is.  I  regaid  it  vpiy  much  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  injury  you  would  do 
to  the  owner  of  a  particular  class  of 
property.  I  deny  altogether  that  this 
question  has  any  connection,  however 
remote,  with  the  question  of  temperance, 
and  I  believe  that  those  who  have  studied 
thig'question  longest  hold  the  same  view. 
If  you  take  the  grave  step  of  transferring 
these  licences  from  the  individual  to  the 
State,  a  diminished  consumption  of 
alcoholic  liquor  is  not  likely  to  be  the 
result.  I  am  not  sure  that*^  the  Under- 
Secretary,  in  the  inner  recesses  of  his 
mind,  does  not  hold  the  same  view.  He 
himself  hardly  became  enthusiastic  last 
night  until  he  reached  that  part  of  his 
speech  in  which  he  told  the  House  that  a 
vast  revenue  would  come  to  the  State 
from  this  change.  Therefore  I  deny  that 
this  question  of  the  recovery  of  the  mono- 
poly to  the  State  is  a  temperance  question. 
It  is  not  a  temperance  measure,  but  a  fiscal 
measure  pure  and  simple.  The  Under- 
Secretary  seemed  to  say  that  we  had  con- 
fused what  is  meant  by  the  monopoly 
value.  We  are  jBjrateful  to  him  for  that, 
and  for  attemi^mg  to  give  us  fuller  infor- 
mation; but  I  can  assure  him  that  we 
quite  understand  that  aU  the  State  desires 
to  become  possessed  of  is  the  licence 
value.  But  before  the  Government  come 
forward  with  a  proposal  of  that  kind — if 
the  State  decides  that  it  is  right  in  the 
interests  of  public  morality  and  of  the 

teneral  oomlnunity  that  that  should  be 
one — they  must  be  prepared  to  accom- 
pany it  with  an  undertaking  that  a  fair 
and  reasonable  price  will  be  paid  for  that 
which  is  to  be  taken  away.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  said  that  he  thought  owners 
of  property  were  ill-advised  to  fight  this 
Bill,  and  that  they  were  incurring  risks 
to  themselves.  I  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  these  statements 
as  to  the  effect  of  this  Bill  upon 
the  rights  of  property  come  not  from 
us  or  from  property  owners,  but 
from  the  leaders  of  the  Socialist  Party. 

Mr.  Walter  Long, 


The  Prime  Minister  went  on  to  aay  that 

he  had  settled  all  these  points  to  his  owa 
and  his  Government's  satisfactim,  and 
that  now  all  that  was  necessary  was  togire 
the  trade  time  to  turn  round  aod  make 
provision  for  themselves.  The  trade 
must  turn  roimd  uncommonl3'  quickly  if 
they  are  to  make  provision  for  them- 
selves in  the  time  allowed  by  tbia  BiH 
The  Prime  Minister  lold  us  that  all  the 
ownei-8  of  this  vast  property  had  long 
been  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  owner- 
ship was  attended  by  risks,  and  that  the 
fact  that  they  had  made  no  provintm 
showed  them  to  be  most  imprudent  io 
matters  of  finance.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Appleby  whose  language  was  not  well 
chosen,  talked  of  it  as  rotten  finance. 

*Mr.  LEIP  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  What  I  said  was  that  if  they 
had  not  made  provision  it  was  rotten 
finance. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  Thatis 
exactly  what  I  said.  I  was  cmly  refer 
ring  to  the  elegant  language  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  hon.  Member  is  not 
responsible  for  this  Bill.  The  Grovem- 
ment  a.re.  I  am  informed  that  not  an 
inconsiderable  number  of  licensed  houses 
have  been  owned  by  Government  Depart- 
ments. I  should  like  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whetber  anyone  of  those  Depart- 
ments, whether  under  a  Uniraiist  or  s 
Radical  Administration,  has  ever  made 
OTovision  for  the  case  that  has  aiuen. 
We  know  that  in  most  recent  times  they 
have  not  only  not  made  provision  by 
that  prudent  finance  which  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Appleby  warmly  extol,  but  that  they 
have  sold  public-houses  at  the  highest 
market  price,  and  left  it  to  someoody 
else  to  mdulge  in  prudent  finance  to 
protect  the  new  owners  of  the  property 
which  has  been  depreciated  by  this  pro- 
posed legislation.  1  think  that  the  owoen 
of  brewery  ^perty,  large  and  small, 
may  regard  with  complacency  the  chaisei 
of  rotten  finance  when  they  find  that  uw 
Government  as  owners  of  public-hoases 
have  made  no  provision  of  a  similar 
kind  themselves.  The  Prime  Minister 
told  us  that  he  would  welcome  suggestioitf 
with  regard  to  clubs.  That  is  all  verj- 
well,  but  the  Prime  Minister  knows  that 
this  club  question  touches  the  peopto 
mo«,  cicely  thjn^  «.^(8^yo^g.l«.i. 
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this  Bill  as  an  efficient  measure  of  tem- 
perance reform  because  it  deals  with 
public-bouses  and  not  with  clubs,  and 
then  to  say  to  the  Opposition,  "  We  ask 
you  what  we  are  to  do  with  clubs,"  is  to 
act  as  a  parent  of  this  Bill  in  a  very  in- 
different manner.  The  hon.  Member  for 
tbe  Appleby  Division  made  two  statements 
which  I  venture  directly  to  challenge. 
He  made  a  statement  about  the  personal 
honenty  of  all  those  who  are  opposing 
this  Bill.  That  reminds  me  that  I  ought 
not,  I  suppose,  to  address  the  House,  and 
shall  come  under  his  ban  because  I  own 
.^2,000  or  ;e3,000  worth  of  shares  in  a 
brewery,  and  I  suppose  my  position  is 
vitiated  by  that  fact. 

•Mr.  LEIF  JONES:  My  statement 
wa3  that  those  from  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived protests  were  interested  in  the 
trade. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  It  the  hon. 
Member  denies  the  accuracy  of  my  re- 
collection I  at  once  withdraw  the 
statement.  But  his  statement  was  that 
he  had  been  unable  to  meet  anybody 
except  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
trade  who  were  not  in  favour  of  the  Bill 

•Mr.  LEIF  JONES  :  Whit  I  intended 
to  say  and  what  I  think  I  said  was  that 
the  protests  I  had  received  were  from 
persons  interested,  and  I  went  on  to 
mention  letters  which  I  had  received. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Of  course  I 
will  accept  his  explanation  at  once.  If  I 
have  misrepresented  tbe  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  at  once  withdraw.  But  he  will  not 
forget  that  in  one  of  his  perorationH— I 
forget  which — he  made  a  magnificent 
statement.   Ho  said — 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  thii  is  a  case  of  good  or  evil." 

When  he  made  that  statement  I  ceased  to 
wonder  why  the  temperance  party  made 
such  little  progress.  I  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  which  to  wonder  at  most — the 
arrogance  of  the  chum  which  he  advanced 
for  himself  as  the  representative  of  good, 
or  the  insolence  in  describing  us  as  the 
representatives  of  evil.  1  beg  to  say 
that  the  cause  of  temperance  reform  will 
not  be  advanced  by  charges  of  that  kind 
flung  across  the  floor  of  the  House. 
We  are  entitled  to  claim  that  we  are 
actuated  by  motives  as  honest,  and  con- 
viotions  as  strong,  as  are  those  of  Gentle- 


men opposite.  [Cheers.]  It  is  all 
very  well  for  hon.  Gentlemen  oppodtO' 
to  cheer  those  sentiments,  but  to  ^ow 
your  colleagues  to  describe  us  as  evil 
against  your  good  is  a  different  thing. 
I  bring  no  accusation  of  motives  against 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I  believe  that 
the  strongest  advocates  of  the  temperance- 
movement  are  the  men  who  are  the  real 
authors  of  this  Bill,  because  their  action 
in  the  country  has  led  to  its  introduction^ 
and  they  have  never  concealed  their  view 
that  they  look  upon  the  drink  traffio- 
as  an  immoral  traffic.    Their  object  is  to- 

fet  rid  of  the  traffic  altogether.  I  do  not 
lame  Gentlemen  who  hold  those  views  if 
they  wish  to  destroy  it  altogether ;  but^ 
holding  those  views,  I  object  when  they 
say  that  they  are  pleading  here  only  for 
a  moderate  Bill.  They  Iwlieve  that  they 
have  no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  those- 
views,  and,  holding  them,  they  ought 
to  demand  that  all  those  connected  with 
the  traffic  should  be  suppressed,  and  the- 
scantiest  justice  meted  out  to  them.  I 
comjdain  that  some  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  come  here,  assume  for  themselves* 
aU  the  virtues  in  the  world,  and  attribute 
to  us  all  the  evils,  and  say  that  all  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  is  confined  to  those- 
interested  in  the  trade.  How  any  man 
who  goes  about,  who  travels  by  train 
or  'bus,  or  walks,  can  make  that  state- 
ment, amazes  me.  He  must  go  about 
with  his  eyes  shut  I  am  not  going 
to  talk  about  by-elections,  because  I  do 
not  think  one  thing  alone  affects  by- 
elections;  but  anybody  who  reads  the 
reports  of  these  by-elections  knows  how 
this  Licensing  BiU  has  aroused  a  great 
feeling  amongst  men.  It  is  not  a  fair 
charge  to  say  that  those  only  who  are- 
interested  in  the  trade  are  opposed  to  it. 
We  have  wondered  why  the  Government 
think  it  necessary  to  bring  in  this  Bill. 
The  Under-Secretary  said  last  night — 

"  YoQ  will  not  deny  that  intemperatice  is  a 

great  evil." 

No  one  on  this  side  of  the  House 
denies  that,  and  much  is  being  d<Hie 
to  make  this  nation  sober.  I  agree 
that  there  is  still  room  for  amendment^ 
but  the  Bill  is  far  more  likely  to  set  back 
the  hands  of  the  clock.  An  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  yesterday  that  he  bad  never 
listened  to  a  temperance  debate  in  which 
Members  did  not  say  they  agreed  with 
temperance  reform,  but — there  are  always 
"huts."   Is    there    not  ^the  biggest 
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** but"  to  be  found  in  this  Bill  t  What 
is  the  "but"?  You  are  seeking  to 
advance  temperance  at  the  cost  of  fair 
4lealing  and  justice.    Is  not  that  a  fair 

1'uBtification  for  our  opposition  ?  We 
:now  that  the  Act  of  1904  was  working 
smoothly  and  well,  and  with  increased 
rapidity.  Though  it  might  be  necessary 
to  make  some  amendment  in  it,  I  do  not 
believe  an^  radical  alteration  was  neces- 
sary. It  18  claimed  b^  the  Government 
that  the  present  Bill  is  better  than  the 
Act  of  1904.  Looking  at  the  clauses,  I 
cannot  find  that  there  is  any  certainty 
itbat  any  man  who  owns  a  public-house 
will  get  a  penny  more  than  under  the 
Act  of  1904,  and  I  do  not  think 
his  prospects  are  so  sound  as  they 
were  under  the  previous  Act.  If 
that  falls  to  the  ground,  what 
becomes  of  the  rest  of  the  arguments 
which  rest  on  the  connection  between  the 
number  of  licensed  houses  in  the  country 
and  temperance  itself.  It  has  been  con- 
ceded by  the  Prime  Minister  that  it  is  not 
held  or  claimed  by  the  Groremment  that 
this  reduction  of  public-houses  is  in  itself 
likely  to  result  largely  in  temperance,  but 
-that  it  only  contributes  to  that  result.  I 
think  that  is  a  fact  that  will  be  generally 
Accepted.  But  I  think  you  can  carry  it. 
farther.  The  figures  quoted  by  my  hon. 
friend  yesterday  dealing  with  the  number 
of  licences  in  various  counties  and  the 
number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness 
.are  very  startling.  But  anyone  who 
atudies  them  carefully  as  I  have  done 
'Cannot  but  see  that  the  relation  between 
the  number  of  houses  and  the  number  of 
■convictions  for  drunkenness  form  very 
unreliable  evidence  in  support  of  reduc- 
tion as  a  means  towards  sobriety,  I  was 
amazed  at  the  argument  of  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Home  Affairs,  based  upon 
Home  Oflice  information,  that  these  figures 
Me  not  reliable  because  of  the  diflTerent 
joethods  among  the  police,  who  were 
more  active  in  some  places  than  in  others. 
We  are  told  that  the  Government  lay  down 
-what  the  minimum  reduction  shall  be, 
and  they  say  that  in  proportion  to  the 
population  per  acre  there  shall  be  only  a 
x«rtain  number  of  houses,  and  that  this 
will  contribute  to  temperance.  I  take 
the  case  of  two  villages  I  know  myself, 
in  one  of  which  1  live.  The  other  is  seven 
miles  away.  Both  are  under  the  same 
police  force,  and  both  are  well  policed  by 
Active  and  admirable  men,  who  are 
changed  from  time  to  time,  so  that  then 

Mr.  WaMer  Long. 


may  be  no  risk  of  collusion.  These  are 
the  results.  In  one  village  you  have  a 
population  of  459,  you  have  two  licensed 
houses,  and  there  has  been  one  conviction 
in  five  years  for  drunkenness.  The 
reports  from  the  police,  who  are  very 
active,  are  thoroughly  satisfactory.  In 
the  other  village,  where  the  class  of 
people  and  the  employment  and  general 
conditions  are  the  same,  the  population  is 
about  760.  There  are  four  licensed 
houses  and  one  off-licence.  There  haTO 
been  two  convictions  in  ten  years,  and 
one  in  five  years,  and  one  of  these 
persons  did  not  belong  to  the  place. 
What  is  going  to  be  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  in  such  a  easel  How  are  you  going 
to  differentiate  between  the  two  villages  t 
The  number  of  convictions  is  the  same  ; 
the  sobriety  of  the  villagers  is  the  same : 
their  general  conduct  is  the  same,  and 
the  police  are  the  sune.  Are  you  ^izig 
to  reluce  Uiese  licensed  houses,  and  if  so, 
what  evidence  is  there  that  by  their 
reduction  you  will  do  anything  except 
to  close  a  public-house  which  at  present 
is  well  conducted,  and  which,  from  all 
we  can  tell,  is  desired  by  the  people 
themselves  ?  What  advantage  would 
there  be  in  closing  that  public-house  T  It 
would  be  closea  simply  because  hon. 
Members  opposite  said  that  whether  it 
was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
X>eople  or  not  it  was  to  go,  because  it  was 
a  public-house.  I  come  now  to  what  I 
think  is  the  most  remarkable  chan^ 
under  this  Bill.  This  Government,  this 
great  strong  Liberal  Government,  talk* 
ing  as  they  have  done  of  trusting 
the  people — what  have  they  done  to 
local  government  by  this  Bill  %  They 
have  made  the  most  startling  change 
that  has  been  made  in  our  local  govern- 
ment system  for  many  a  year.  Ever 
since  they  came  into  office  they  hare 
been  doing  their  utmost  to  interfere  wiUi 
local  government,  first  with  regard 
to  land,  and  now  in  a  still  more 
drastic  and  startling  way  with  the 
local  authorities  in  the  counties. 
When  we,  in  our  1904  Bill,  gave  an 
appeal  against  the  local  authority  to  the 
quarter  sessions  they  denounced  us  for 
doing  so,  because  they  said  the  local 
authority  would  know  the  wants  of  the 
people  better  than  quarter  sessions. 
How  have  they  followed  their  preaching 
by  practice  T    '^^^T  S*^  ^ 

qoarter  sessions.  They  appoint  a  Com- 
mission  to  sit  ip^J^^qg^l^J^  the 
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local  authori^  say  there  is  no  cfaan^ 
required,  and  thaA  everydiing  is  aatis- 
faotory,  come  dovn  and  say,  "  You  are 
to  frame  a  scheme,  whether  you  like  it  or 
not,  which  will  result  in  so  many  houses 
beine    reduced.    You   can    select  the 
peo^e  who  are  to  suffer  under  the  scheme, 
but  we  order  you  to  do  this  against  your 
better  opinion."    Is  that  a  democratic 
reform  of  local  government  t   When  this 
Government  have  dme,  if  they  live  another 
year  or  two,  I  wonder  what  will  be  the  re- 
sult on  our  local  governing  bodies  I  They 
will  have  practically  no  power  left.  Two 
or  three  CommiasionB  in  London  will  do 
all  the  work  of  local  government.  A 
more  extraordinary  change  than  this  has 
never  been  made,  I  think,  in  local  govern- 
ment, nor  one  that  is  more  improper. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  clubs, 
and  some  of  the  Government's  own 
supporters  have  plaintively  implored  the 
Government  to  do  something  more  in 
regard  to  this  matter.    On  this  question 
I  desire  only  to  speak  for  myself.  I 
admit  that  in  the  club  papers  that  have 
reached  me  quite  a  startling  list  of  clubs 
is  given  in  which  the  performances  seem 
to  be  of  rather  a  peculiar  character.  I 
do  not  know  why,  but  they  are  all 

Fut  down  as  Radical  democratic  clubs, 
daresay  there  may  be  others.  I  have 
not  selected  them,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  in  these  papers  they  are  so 
described. 

Sia  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Spen  Valley) :  The  papers 
are  circulated  in  Radical  clubs,  and 
therefore  ave  infonoation  about  the 
Radical  (duos. 

M«i.  WALTER  LOXG:  Obviousy. 
They  would  not  advertise  Conservative 
clubs  as  that  would  spoil  their  takings. 
I  have  some  knowledge  of  working 
men's  clubs  myself,  and  I  do  not  think 
this  House  ought  to  jump  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  majority  of  such  clubs  are 
conducted  on  the  lines  we  have  heard 
dMcribed.  The  majority,  I  believe,  are 
conducted  by  men  as  honourable,  as  fond 
of  sobriety  and  good  conduct  as  fny 
man  in  this  House  or  out  of  it.  But  the 
Qovernment  say,  "  We  must  reduce  the 
number  of  licences  by  a  fixed  'and 
wholesale  quantity."  Why  t  "  Because," 
as  the  hon  Gentleman  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Home  Affairs  said  yesterday, 
"we  do  not  want  to  offer  this  extra 


temptation  to  drinking."  Now  whether 
a  club  is  well  or  badly  conducted  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  argument  of  the 

Gk>vernment,  whose  ground  is  the  reduc^ 
tion  of  places  where  drink  can  be  obtained. 
I  hold  that  to  bring  in  this  Bill  is  to 
destroy  a  lar^e  portion  of  this  trade, 
which  proceeding,  not  only  the  trade,  but 
thousands  of  other  people  regard  a» 
grossly  unjust,  and  it  will  bring 
about  the  almost  inevitable  result  (» 
opening  clubs  which,  however  well-con- 
ducted, are  not  subject  to  any  of  the 
limitations  imposed  on  publio-houses. 
To  introduce  as  a  measure  <A  tem- 
pe ranee  reform  such  a  Bill  is  a  sham 
and  a  farce.  It  is  idle  to  ask  us  to  frame 
clauses  in  regard  to  clubs.  The  Govern- 
ment are  responsible  for  their  own  Bill, 
and  they  have  no  right  to  pretend  that 
by  police  regulations  they  are  really 
dealing  with  the  temperance  question. 
It  has  been  said  that  we  who  are  supposed 
to  be  for  some  reason  the  specuu  de- 
fenders of  the  rights  of  property  are 
unwise  in  allowing  this  class  of  property 
to  be  in  any  way  associated  with  pro- 
perty such  as  freehold  estates.  We 
do  not  ourselves  select  the  methoda 
by  wh'ch  we  are  attacked.  We 
have  only  to  defend,  and  when  wo 
observe  the  easy  steps  by  which  Gentle- 
men opposite  pass  from  the  old  paths  of 
Liberalism  into  the  paths  of  modern  up- 
to-date  Rfdicalism  we  are  naturally  ap< 
prehensive  of  suggestions  of  this  kind, 
especially  when  we  find  how  they  are 
being  used  by  some  of  the  most 
thoughtful  and  capable  of  those  who 
call  uiemselves  Socialists.  Mr.  Hyndnuin 
said — 

"  One  part  of  this  Bill  he  did  like,  and  that- 
wa^  the  fonrtren  years  time-limit,  tor  tiie 
ezp7opriati<a  of  breweraand  pnblicam.  If  the 
expropriation  ot  pabtic-hou«e)  and  breweriei 
could  be  done  in  fourteen  vears,  why  not  cotton 
mills,  coal  minei,  et?.  T  He  thought  it  wag  an> 
excellent  propojal,  and  was  mu^h  obliged  to 
Mr.  Asquith  for  telling  him  that  fourteen  years 
was  the  limit  for  the  expropriatioa  of 
propei'ty." 

Then  there  was  the  Member  for  BIack» 
burn  who  said— 

"The  labour  group  in  Parliament  do  not- 
tbink  that  tiie  Government  produced  this  Bill 
under  the  belief  that  it  is  a  SoDialist  Bill,  but^- 
we  do  believe  Uiat  in  principle  it  is  &  Socialist 
Bill,  tending  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  peopl»- 
and  restore  to  the  people  tliat  which  they  ought 
never  to  have  parted  with." 

That  is  cheered.  Then  where  does  the- 
bUme  arise  foi  the  part  Te^tOOkAl^o* 
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have  heard  exactly  that  hmguage  in 
this  House— and  not  fiom  SooieUsts — 
addressed  to  those  who  ii8\e  been 
possessors  of  agricultural  land.  The 
very  hiaguage  used  here  has  been  used 
by  every  speaker  who  has  taken  part 
in  any  of  tne  l?.nd  debates  in  this  House ; 
l^r^ie,  are  we  unwise  in  ex- 
pressing our  profound  regret  that  the 
Ooveinment  have  introduced  in  this  Bill 
-a  principle  which  we  believe  to  be  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  which  others  will 
drive  in  for  them  as  tame  goes  on  ?  It 
is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  to 
the  list  of  cFses  which  have  been  pro- 
duced in  this  House.  A  most  remarkable 
list  of  figures  was  given  by  Mr.  Peat,  8 
recognised  authority  and  expert,  who 
is  perfectly  impartial  in  this  matter, 
He  gave  a  selection  of  breweries  which 
he  said  were  stable  concerns,  and  not 
of  the  class  defwribed  by  those  who 
talk  about  "  bad  finance,"  and  he 
showed  what  would  be  the  loss  on  those 
undertakings  if  this  Bill  passed.  My 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member 
for  Kingston  ga\e  a  series  of  individual 
•oases,  and,  if  I  had  the  time,  I  could 
give  others  of  women  who  have  beer 
left  money  on  sound  mortgages  of 
property  of  this  kind,  which  provides 
them  now  with  their  only  means  of 
livelihood.  These  investments  were  the 
results  of  savines  left  them  by  their 
husbands.  The  greater  part  if  not  the 
whole,  of  that  \nll  go ;  and  I  say,  if 
this  money  is  to  be  Baorifioedt  those 
people  are  not  the  people  who  took 
advantage  of  the  inflated  prices;  they 
did  rot  take  advantage  of  the  boom 
hait  j'li  they  lent  their  money  on  the 
sound^'securit^  of  individual  houses  in 
difterent  places.  Without  compensarion 
Bt  the  end  of  the  time-limit  —  fourteen 
years  —  it  is  impcasible  for  them  to 
provide  against  what  th^  will  lose. 
The  Government  say  under  this  Bill 
that  the  property  is  to  be  taken  from 
them,  and  then  they  criticise  us  because 
'we  say  tbs\t  legislation  of  this  kind  is 
pureTconfiscation.  It  takes  away  the 
propert/  of  people  wno  rightly  own 
it»  property  which  has  oeen  recognised 
by  the  Stajte,  which  has  been  taxed 
'by  the  State,  which  has  been  owned 
«nd  sold  by  the  State,  and  which  has 
paid -death  duties  to  the  State;  and 
on^what  ground  ?    From  the  beginning 
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to  the  end  upon  the  ground  of  1^  £m 
belief  that  it  was  a  continuous  aod  alndtu 
possession.  [MiNiSTEBULcriesofOh."; 
Most   unquestionably.   Does  aoykdr 
really  seriously  believe  that  vhoe  i 
man  buys  an  extensive  property,  wlien, 
on  the  demand  of  the  iusticea,  he  spdi 
a  large  sum  in  improving  it  and  Dukb| 
it  suitable  for  his  trade  ze<pureaeiiti, 
he  does  that  without  the  oonwtiaB  io 
his  mind  thai  there  is  practicdl^ » 
tinuons  security  so  long  as  he  bdm 
himself  and  so  long  as  he  conductt  Ik 
business  properly  t   I  say  it  is  agm!' 
commonsense  that  th^  people  iii<: 
invested  their  money  had  any  otiic 
idea  in  view.   I  say  that  if  that  wm 
is  taken  and  you  give  them  notltiiita 
even  a  small  fraction,  in  retrtm  jobi^ 
be  doing  a  gross  wrong,  which  poraUjii!; 
not  be  exaggerated  if  people  dtscc^ 
it  as  pure  robbery — ^robbery  as 
and  simple  as  it  can  be,  if  you  take  tl? 
possessions  of  these  people  wMcli  tbr 
have  held  on  those  terms  and  give  tk 
no  compensation  other  than  you  f: 
them  in  this  Bill.   But  what  aboni  ^• 
people  whom  you  hope  will  coeJv: 
this   great   business  in   the  htin 
It  has   been,    suggested    that  tW 
houses   have   been   badly  con^3lIet^ 
If  you  want  the  best  hind  of  men ' 
occupy  them,  are  you  takux  sttps  i; 
this  Bill  which  are  likely  to  l^tlif  f* 
men  either  to  buy  or  to  occiTt^'" 
premises  ?  Are  you  giviz^  *Jiy^j 
ment  to  the  class  of  men  I  have  des 
to  go  into  this  business  ?    I  b 
that  this  measure  will  not  condu 
temperance,  while  it  will  do  a 
injustice  to  a  large  number  of  pec 
this  country.    It  will  deteriorate 
who  have  hitherto  conducted  the 
ness,  and  it  will  lead  a  vast  nutnl 
people  in  this  country  to  think 
injustice  is  being  done  by  the  Go 
ment ;  they  will  be  as  shocked  as  w 
about  a  proposal  which  we  belie-' 
be  wrong,  and  which  we  believe  w 
nothing  for  the  cause  of  temper 

The  SOLICITOR-GBNERAIi 
Samuel  Evans,  Qlamorganshiro,  K 
I  think  a  great  many  Member 
the  House  mH  agree  with  me  tha 
latter  portion  of  speech  of  the  right 
Gentleman  was  not  the  moat  ton 
so  far  as  argument  i|  ooncemed. 

Digitized  by  VjjOO^IC 


1285 


Licensing 


{29  April  1908} 


Bill 


1286 


not  to  be  deterred  from  discuBsing  thh 
Bill    by  these  references  and  general 
attacks  by  people  like  Mr.  Hyndman 
and  otbers  upon  various  classes  of  pro- 
perty ;  because  we  are  here  dealing  with 
a  partiotilar  trade,  which  has  been  under 
the  control  of  the  State  for  500  years  and 
'wbioh  will  continue  to  be  under  such 
control,  not  only  in  this  country  but  in 
other   oountrUB  as  well.   Now  let  us 
address  ourselves  to  this  partioolar  Bill. 
I  have  listened  with  great  oare  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  order  to  see 
whether  or  not  he  really  agreed  with  us 
that  there  was  still  a  gigantic  evil  arising 
out  of  the  drink'traffio  with  which  we 
ought  to  deal.   He  used  some  words, 
n     not  very  strong,  in   which  he  said 
■r.    there  was  a  good  deal  still  to  be  done, 
yi     *Ihe  Act  of  1^4  has  been  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  was  one 
V-/    of  those  who  were  responsible  for  that 
ji-    measure.    He  said  that  we  hid  not 
-followed  the  precedent  of  the  Act  of  1904 
in  any  respect.    I  want  to  point  out  to 
^    him  two  or  three  matters  dealt  with  by 
the  Act  of  1904 — which  was  not  an  Act 
^  r    for  oonfiscation,  but  an  Act  to  produce 
^ .    temperance  reform— which  we  have  fol- 
^  -    lowed  cloeely  in  the  measure  now  before 
\h    Parliament,   The  first  principle  of  the 
Act  of  1904,  and  the  &rst  respect  in  which 
we  have  adopted  it  as  a  precedent,  is  that 


to  occr 

'thare  des?"  principle  in  the  Act  of  1904, 

lesB 
not 


1^  the  reduction  of  licences  is  not  only  a  good 
jthing  but  a  necessary  tUng  for  the 
torpose  of  producing  temperance.  If 


J  l,ft  was  the  principle.   When  the  right 
cwidocf  Gentleman  took  part  in  framing 
1?  do  ft     ^^^^^'^       ^         think  that  his 
h   of  people  enough  to  the  allegation 

I  t  'oratrtiiofle^y  us,  not  only  made  but  accepted 
<  tld  tJie  busi-^ticaUy  everybody,  that  there  is  a 
"'^  t  number  of  between  the  number  of  licences 
T  thinic  that  derence  to  popolatiou  and  excess 
h  the  Govern-  rinktraffio,  not  necessarily  always 
ted  w  8«  nanifesting  itself  in  drunkenness, 
*  believe  to  jss  manifesting  itself  in  the  people 
uLvB  will  8  *  great  deal  more  money  than 
^^-jjgnce.  ght  to  spend  in  ]Ustioe  to  them- 
of  tempw  ^^^^  familiea  by  takii^ 

tNEBAI  dnak  traffic  

ransliir*,  ^'^•H 

^  Members  of  lUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  How 

,1     that  tk»  Mcertained  ? 

jaost  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  It  is  ascer- 

I  ^    in  this  way,  that  the  drink  bill  of 


this  country  amounts  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  over  £160,000,000. 

Mr.  AUPTEN  chamberlain  :  Will 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  how  he  ascertains  that  the 
number  of  licences  in  any  particular 
place  has  a  connection  with  the  amount 
spent  in  drink,  apart  from  the  amount  of 
drunkenness  ?  What  are  the  statistics 
which  he  has  got  in  his  mind  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  allow  me  to  continue. 
I  was  pointing  out  what  was  done  under 
the  Act  of  1904,  and  I  was  assuming  that 
the  reduction  you  intended  under  the 
Act  of  1904,  and  of  which  you  now  boast 
as  the  result  of  the  Act  of  1904,  had  some 
connection  with  temperance  reform, 
which  was  the  object  that  you  had  in 
passing  the  Act.  I  was  going  on  to  say 
that  it  wants  some  better  answer  than 
that  which  was  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  referred  to  two 
villages  with  a  few  hundreds  of  popula- 
tion, where  there  was  one  conviction  for 
drunkenness  in  five  years  in  one  of  the 
villages  with  four  public-houses,  and  two 
convictions  for  drunkenness  in  ten  years 
in  the  other  village,  with  two  public- 
houses,  or  something  of  that  kind.  It  is 
idle  to  take  individual  instances  of  that 
kind  as  covering  a  great  area  of  ground. 
Surely  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  would 
not  expect  anybody  to  accept  from  that, 
as  a  result  of  the  arguments  used,  that 
there  is  no  connection  between  the 
number  of  public-houses  and  the  extent 
of  the  drink  traffic.  As  I  understand, 
under  the  Act  of  1904,  that  was  the  basis 
of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  pnblic- 
houses,  or  why  did  you  reduce  the  licences 
to  the  extent  of  600  or  700  per  annum  1 
In  respect  of  the  reduction  of  licensed 
premises  we  have  followed  the  precedent 
of  the  Act  of  1904  and  extended  it.  The 
extension  we  make  is  this.  If  it  is  a 
good  thing  it  ought  to  be  spread  all  over 
^e  country.  If  it  is  a  good  thing  for  one 
part  of  the  country  surely  it  ought 
to  be  a  good  thing  to  promote  temper- 
ance in  another  part  of  the  country. 
If  it  is  a  good  thing  for  one  set  of 
justices  who  are  keen  for  temper- 
ance on  their  own  incentive  and  in 
their  own  discretion,  it  is  a  good  thing 
for  Parliament   and  otbeT  .4n9(if^  to 
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follow  the  example  of  those  justices. 
Another  respect  in  which  we  have 
followed  the  Act  of  1904  is  that  we  grant 
compensation  in  respect  of  all  licences 
which  would  be  extinguished  during  the 
fourteen  years,  from  1st  April,  1909.  It 
is  really  a  period  of  fifteen  years  from  the 
pxesent  time.  I  am  coming  directly  to 
the  amount  of  compensation.  Of  course 
the  amount  of  compensation  is  a  very 
important  matter  in  connection  with 
this  Bill.  The  basis  of  compensation  is 
different  in  our  Bill  from  that  which  it 
has  been  determined  to  be  under  the 
Act  of  1904.  Then  another  respect  in 
which  we  have  followed  the  Act  of  1904 
as  a  precedent,  is  that  we  say  that 
after  the  reduction  period;  in  respect 
not  only  of  new  licences  but  of  all 
licences,  the  State  has  an  interest  in 
and  claims  the  monopoly  value.  If  the 
reduction  is  right,  I  have  shown  how  we 
have  extended  the  operation  of  the  Act 
of  1904,  Now  I  want  to  come  to  the 
question  of  the  amount  of  compensation. 
We  on  this  side  have  alleged,  I  believe 
with  truth,  and  we  have  challenged  the 
authors  of  the  Act  of  1904  to  deny  it, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  that  Act  to 
give  compensation  not  upon  the  basis 
of  profits  to  the  brewer  but  upon  the 
basis  of  the  diiference  in  value  of  the 
premises  with  a  licence  and  the  value  of 
premises  to  which  no  licence  is  attached. 
We  know  what  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice 
Kennedy  was,  and  we  know  what  it  is. 
Of  course  the  trade  fastened  upon  that 
decision,  and  they  desired  to  have  com- 
pensation upon  the  profits,  showing,  as 
has  been  said,  that  they  can  have  125 
years  purchase  of  the  value  of  pre- 
mises as  assessed  for  poor  rate  purposes. 
But  was  that  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Bill  they  introduced  in  1904  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows,  and  if 
he  does  not  answer  I  cannot  compel  him 
to  answer.  We  are  satisfied  that  the 
intention  of  the  framers  of  that  Act 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment, namely,  to  compensate  merely 
upon  the  basis  not  of  the  profits  of  the 
brewer  but  of  the  difference  between 
the  value  of  the  premises  licensed  and 
die  value  of  the  premises  without  a 
licence. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  1^  the  hon.  Gentle- 

Sir  Samuel  Evans. 


man  quote  a  single  word  in  support  of 
that  a^ument  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  Yes.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  one  of  the 
authors  of  the  Act.  Will  he  deny  that 
that  was  the  intention  t  I  have  asked 
him,  and  he  does  not  deny  it. 

Sir  E.  CAESON  (Dublin  Univerrity) : 
May  I  say  that  I  had  to  do  with 
that  Bill  in  its  conduct  through  the 
House,  and  I  know  that  that  never 
was  the  intention.  The  intention  was 
that  the  market  price  should  be  taken, 
just  as  you  take  the  market  price  for 
the  death  duties.  What  we  always  had 
in  our  mind  was  that,  as  the  death  duties 
were  assessed  so  ought  the  compensation 
to  be  assessed. 

Sir  SAMUEL  EVANS:  That  does 
not  answer  the  question.  The  right  hon. 
CJentleman  has  not  yet  stud  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  promoters  of  that 
Bill  to  compensate  on  the  basis  of  profits 
to  the  brewer.  The  right  hon.  (3ende< 
man  referred  in  terms  of  praise,  in 
which  I  join,  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kingston  yesterday,  which 
was  admirable  in  many  respecte,  but  it 
was  not  accurate  in  every  particular, 
and  it  was  not  accurate  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  compensation.  He  referred  to 
the  argument  o!  the  Prime  Minister  and 
to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy 
and  said — 

"  The  effect  of  the  Kennedy  judgment  was 
that  if  under  the  present  Act  a  licence  was 
refuiied  the  owner  was  entitled  to  Uie  mitrket 
THlue  of  the  licence.  What  the  learned  <|ud^ 
!iHid  WAS  that  in  order  to  get  the  market  Talue 
you  mu8t  consider  what  the  licence  would  fetch 
by  public  auction." 

So  far  from  that  being  accurate,  the 
learned  Judge  based  his  calculations 
upon  the  profits  which  the  brewer  made. 

Mr.  VOUNGER  (Ayr  Burghs):  The 
retul  profit  too. 

Sib  SAMUEL  EVANS :  Mr.  Justice 
Kennedy,  in  regard  to  one  of  the  houses 
called  "The  Crown,"  assessed  the  com- 
pensation in  the  following  way.  He 
took  the  barrelage  which  was  a^eed  to- 
be  169  barrels  and  the  various  figures 
given  by  the  expert  witnesses  of  the 
profit  on  tiie  barrels  /to  the  jbrewer; 
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then  he  adopted  a  middle  figure, 
put  ing  the  profit  at  148.  6d.  per  barrel, 
and  this  annual  profit  capitalised  at 
ten  years  purchase  made  the  total 
figure  £1,412  lOs.  Therefore,  the 
method  adopted  by  the  learned  Judge 
-was  the  number  of  barrels  supplied  by 
the  brewers  for  consumption  on  the 
premises,  and  the  profit  to  the 
brewer  in  respect  of  each  barrel,  and 
then  he  took  the  ten  years  purchase 
on  that ;  yet  the  hon.  Member  said  the 
learned  Judge  said  they  must  not  hare 
regard  to  the  profit  of  the  brewer. 
Wi^  regard  to  comxwnsation,  I  have 
admitted  that  it  will  not  be  anything 
like  as  much  under  our  Bill  so  far  as 
the  brewer  is  concerned  as  it  is  now  under 
the  law  declared  by  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy. 
So  far  as  the  fairness  and  justice  of 
the  case  admits,  we  are  giving  com- 
pensalnon  on  a  proper  basis  when  we 
tain  into  conmderation  the  number  of 
years  pmchase  accorded  by  Mr.  Justice 
Eemiedy.  Under  the  Act  of  1904,  it 
was  never  intended  that  this  House 
should  never  adhere  to  the  principle  of  a 
time-limit.  The  matter  was  left  entirely 
open.  What  is  the  remedy  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Party 
now  for  the  evil  which  he  admits  does 
still  enst?  He  has  a  right,  of  coarse, 
in  this  debate  to  make  a  speech 
purely  by  way  of  criticism,  but  I  did 
not  hear  a  single  suggestion  of  any  sort 
of  remedy  to  meet  the  gigantic  evil 
which  still  exists  in  the  carrying  on  of 
the  drink  traffic  in  this  country.  The 
1904  reduction  would  not  go  on  for  a 
long  time  for  many  reasons.  The 
justices  when  th^  were  weeding  ont 
the  worst  houses  would  not  use  their 
discretion  to  shut  up  the  larger  houses, 
and  there  would  be  this  difficulty  in 
the  way — that  they  would  not  have  the 
means  wherewithal  to  pay  compensation 
for  them ;  therefore,  the  time  must 
come  when  the  policy  of  the  Act  of 
1904  would  come  to  an  end  and  must 
be  supplemented  by  some  measure  such 
as  the  one  we  are  now  bringing  in. 
This  is  a  Second  Reading  debate. 
Many  points  have  been  made  which 
are  Committee  points,  although  I 
admit  they  are  important ;  points, 
for  instance,  as  to  the  fourteen  years 
being  a  sufficient  reduction  period,  and 
the  terms  of  the  compensation  basis,  J 
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but  there  is  nothing  anderlymg  this 
Bill  except  the  principle  of  control  of 
the  licences  by  the  nation  and  the 
principle  of  having  a  reduction  period 
at  all.  I  am  prepared  personally 
to  adopt  as  my  own  the  principle  of 
the  BiU,  as  stated  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  in  a  speech  he  made 
yesterday.  That  is  a  clear  issue  upon 
which  the  House  can  divide  upon  the 
Second  Reading.    The  Archbishop  says — 

"  The  main  principle  is  that  aiter  all  such 
processes  as  may  be  required  to  make  it  fair 
and  coniiiderate  have  been  carried  through 
the  State,  shall,  and  the  people  of  England  shall, 
for  that  is  the  same  thing,  regain  and  hold  due 
control  and  power  over  a  trade  which  stands 
in  some  reepect  apart  from  all  other  trades  aa 
to  its  possible  effect  upon  national  well-heing  in 
the  lives  of  the  men  and  women  England." 

That  is  a  simple  principle  which  is  really 
the  dividing  issue  between  ns  apart  from 
these  other  questions  more  fitly  and 
properly  and  conveniently  dealt  with  in 
Committee  upon  which  the  House  will  be 
asked  to  record  its  views.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  answer  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  gave  this  rather  qualified  reply 
to  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  he 
supported  and  approved  the  time-limit. 
He  says — 

"  We  do  not  approve  of  the  time-limit  because 
it  is  incompatible  with  the  compulsory  levy." 

That,  of  course,  says  that  the  time-limit 
in  this  Bill  does  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
of  the  Party  which  he  now  leads,  as  applied 
in  this  Bill.  There  still  remains  the  ques- 
tion :  Is  he  in  favour  of  a  time-limit  for 
the  ptirpose  of  being  able  to  deal  with 
this  trade  or  not,  because  you  will  never 
deal  effectually  with  the  evil  arising  ont 
of  the  drink  traffic  unless  you  have  at  some 
period  or  other— and  this  is  not  the  time 
to  discuss  whether  fourteen  years  is  the 
right  period — the  full  right  of  control  by 
the  State,  which  unfortunately  it  has  lost 
since  1904,  but  which  up  to  that  time 
it  had  in  the  fullest  measure  except  with 
regard  at  the  pre-1869  beer-houses.  X 
am  not  going  into  the  long  controversy 
with  regard  to  that.  The  House  is  very 
familiar  with  the  history  of  the  subject, 
but  I  desire  to  protest — I  think  X  did  once 
before — against  the  suggestion  that  any 
bargain  was  made  by  this  House  with 
respect  to  buying  the  right  of  the  State 
to  control  these  licences.  ^ejdjduHhon. 
Gentleman  menti^i^'mSM^^^in 
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to-day.  Between  whom  was  the  bargain 
made  1  Who  are  the  agents  on  the  one 
side  and  on  the  othei  ?  Who  are  the 
principals  represented  by  those  agents  ? 
A  bargain  was  never  made  in  this  House, 
and  this  House,  whatever  bargain  was 
made  outside  by  other  people  of  which 
we  know  nothing,  cannot  be  tied  to  any 
suchbargain  as  that.  Brewers  can  tie  their 
houses,  but  tiiey  cannot  tie  this  House. 
I  want  to  say  one  or  two  words  with 
reference  to  the  alleged  injustice  at  the  end 
of  the  fourteen  years  period.  I  hope  the 
House  will  forgive  me  if  I  do  not  argue 
the  question  of  the  fourteen  years. 
I  have  referred  already  to  the  Kennedy 
judgment,  where  the  House  will  have 
observed  }n  the  one  case  ten  years  pur- 
chase and  in  the  other  eleven  years  was 
given  as  the  basis  of  compensation. 
That  in  itself  might  be  a  short  answer 
to  the  argument  that  fourteen  years  is 
too  short.  But,  at  any  rate,  now  is  not 
the  time  to  discuss  that  question,  or  if 
anyone  else  wishes  to  discuss  it,  I  do  not. 
What  is  to  happen  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
years  ?  The  monopttly  value  is  to  be 
taken  by  the  State,  and  the  State  is 
to  have  full  control  over  all  the  Hoences, 
because  all  the  licences  will  be  put  upon 
the  same  basis  as  a  new  licence  is  put 
upon  now.  Has  the  State  any  right  to 
any  monopoly  value  ?  Answer  :  "  Yes. 
The  Act  of  1 904."  What  is  the  diuerence 
so  far  as  the  State  is  concerned  in  its 
claim  for  a  monopoly  value  in  respect 
of  this  kind  of  traf&c  between  a  new 
licence  in  1904,  and  that  licence  after 
the  reduction  period  ?  After  the  reduc- 
tion period  that  monopoly  value  will 
be  siezed  in  respect  of  every  licence, 
but  the  statements  that  have  been  made 
all  over  the  country,  and  which  have 
misled  many  people  with  regard  to 
what  will  take  place  at  the  end  of  the 
reduction  period,  I  think,  are  not  well- 
founded.  What  will  happen  undoubtedly 
will  be  thdt  the  licences  then  in  existence, 
60,000  or  65,000  or  whatever  the  num- 
ber may  be,  more  or  less,  will  be 
held  by  respectable  tenants,  other- 
wise they  would  have  been  taken  away 
before,  and  what  will  happen  will  be  con- 
tinuity of  business  in  these  houses  until 
a  further  reduction  takes  place,  either  by 
the  action  of  the  public  or  by  the  action 
the  justices — a  continuity  of  the  busi- 
ness in  the  handa  of  the  same  tenants. 

Sir  Samuel  Evom, 


Mr.  younger  :  The  Bill  does  not 
say  so. 

StB  SAMUEL  EVANS :  The  Bill  does 
not  say  what  is  to  take  place  in  every 
particular  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  but 
does  anybody  suppose  that  the  licensing 
justices  in  this  country  are  going  to  turn 
out  neck  and  crop  the  tenants  of  60,000 
licensed  houses  %  What  will  happen 
will  be  this,  that  IE  there  is  a  ray 
profitable  house  tbe  tenant  will  come 
and  say :  "  I  want  a  renewal  of  my 
licence."  The  justices  will  have  a  right 
to  say  :  "  Yes,  your  licence  is  required 
apparently  in  this  locality.  We  wiU 
renew  it,  but  the  State  is  entitled  to  so 
much  out  of  that  ticttice.'*  Why  diould 
it  not  %  lat  me  g^ve  one  or  two  illustra' 
tions.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Kingston  said  yesterday  that  in  the 
year  1907  three  Glamorganshire  licences 
were  granted  for  lump  sums,  by  way  of 
monopoly  value,  amounting  in  the  three 
cases  to  £13,500.  The  figures  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  Blue-book.  They  are  £6,000 
for  one  house,  £4,500  for  the  second,  and 
£3,000  for  the  third.  We  make  it  im- 
possible under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
now  before  Parliament  to  have  a  lump 
sum  at  all.  It  Is  necessary  for  the 
licensing  justices  to  fix  the  monopoly 
value  year  by  year,  and  they  cannot 
go  any  further.  What  happens  with 
regard  to  these  houses  ?  For  the  moment 
I  will  take  the  annual  value  instead 
of  the  lump  sum.  At  £^500  as  the 
average  monopoly  value,  at  4  pec 
cent.,  you  get  £180  a  year.  That  is 
sufficiently  accurate  for  the  purpose 
of  my  illustration.  Supposing  the 
house  had  been  licensed  in  1908 
no  monopoly  value  is  raised  at  all. 
Let  U9  assume  that  that  village  with  its 
two  licensed  houses  increases  in  popu- 
lation, and  a  third  house  is  licensed 
there.  The  houses  are  practically  of 
equal  value.  If  these  houses  have  been 
licensed  in  1903  they  will  have  saved 
during  the  fourteen  years  the  sum 
of  £3,600,  and  for  twenty  years  they  vrill 
enjoy  the  monopoly  vdue  of  £180  a  year, 
which  the  State  does  not  take,  and 
which  it  would  take  if  the  house  was 
licensed  in  1905.  So  that  if  there  is  a 
difference  upon  this  hard  line  of  de- 
marcation of  two  years  in  the  time  the 
licence  was  grfy\f;s?4^  ^^uObev^?^  case 
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tlie  licenaee  gets  £3,000  odd,  in  the 
other  case  the  btewen  get  the  £3,000 
odd.  Under  these  circumstances  is 
there  any  injustice  in  putting  all  these 
houses  on  the  same  footing  1  We  cannot 
make  the  brewer  disgorge  that  £3,000, 
but  we  can  take  from  him  the  £180 
monopoly  value.  It  was  never  thought 
by  the  best  leaders  of  the  Conservative 
Party  in  19<H,  that  a  final  step  had 
been  taken  in  connection  with  tem- 
perance reform,  for  the  matter  was  kept 
open  specially.  I  will  quote  from  two 
speeches  made  on  this  question.  Lord 
Hugh  Cecil,  speaking  on  6th  June,  1904, 
said — 

*'  The  Bill  did  not  say,  it  did  not  imply,  that 
they  were  not  to  take  away  licences  after  a 
period  with  notice.  The  Bill  did  not  deal 
wit^i  that  f|uestion  at  all,  but  it  dealt  with  what 
vaa  to  be  the  right  of  magistrates  under 'the 
«xi8ting  law  as  to  refusing  Uceuces  without 
corapeniiatioQ:  It  did  not  interfere  in  the  least 
with  the  fatnre  right  of  Parliament  to  set  up 
whatever  time-limit  it  might  think  proper  under 
which  liceucea  might  cease  altogether  after 
due  notice  given." 

Speaking  on  7th  Jime,  1904,  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  said — 

"  I  believe  that  the  anxiety  abont  the  time- 
limit  is  d  ue  to  a  fear  lest  we  are  shutting  the  door 
on  any  kind  of  temperance  reform  in  the  future 
other  than  the  present  Bill.  There  is  nothing 
in  this  Bill  which  is  going  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  any  future  reform." 

That  shows  clearly  that  it  was  never 
intended  that  it  should  be  finally  de- 
cided in  1904  that  no  time-limit  should 
be  imposed.  That  is  the  main  principle 
of  this  Bill,  and  the  same  principle 
is  laid  down  in  tbe  two  speeches  I  have 
quoted,  and  also  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  That  is  the  principle  upon 
which  we  depend  to  carry  out  temper- 
ance reform.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  has  asked  miat  connection  has 
the  time-limit  with  temperance  reform  ? 
It  has  every  connection,  because  you  now 
tempt  people  into  the  trade  by  huge 
profits.  I  am  talking  about  the  people 
who  have  made  such  profits  as  £6,000  in 
one  day.  The  connection  between  the 
time-limit  and  temperance  reform  is 
that,  when  the  State  takes  the  monopoly 
"Value,  there  will  be  less  temptation  for 
people  to  embark  upon  such  a  trade, 
fewer  beer- houses  will  exist,  and  fewer  will 
be  built.  It  is  idle  for  anybody  who 
has  any  knowledge  of  temperance  reform 
to  say  that  the  consumption  of  drink 


does  not  depend  upon  the  law  of  supply, 
but  upon  the  law  of  demand.  [Op- 
position cries  of  "  Hear,  hear."]  Have 
hon.  Members  opposite  never  heard  of  the 
temptation  a  man  experiences  when  he 
sees  a  public-house  %  Has  anybody  ever 
heard  of  the  provision  made  by  Act  of 
Parliament  forbidding  the  payment  of 
wages  in  pubUc-houses  %  What  is  the 
meaning  of  that  ?  The  danger  is  not  the 
demand  for  beer,  but  the  temptation  to  a 
man  to  drink.  You  have  by  law  for- 
bidden tbe  holding  of  election  meetings 
on  licensed  premises  because  there  would 
be  a  temptation  to  drink.  I  am  afraid 
that  that  provision  has  had  a  coach 
and  horses  driven  through  it  many  a  time, 
and  practically  every  public-house  and 
every  tied  house  has  been  used  in  the 
interest  of  one  Party.  The  Government 
have  been  asked:  Is  there  any  relationship 
between  the  number  of  public-houses 
and  the  temptation  to  drink  ?  I  have 
known  applications  made  for  the  erection 
of  a  public-house  in  a  convenient  place 
intended  to  catch  the  workmen  either  on 
their  way  to  their  work  or  on  their  way 
from  their  work.  I  know  this  is  a 
legitimate  practice  fcom  the  point  of 
view  of  the  trade,  because  it  is  well  known 
that  they  want  to  plank  their  public- 
houses  in  the  most  tempting  places. 
If  any  hon.  Member  opposite  happened 
to  be  sitting  as  a  licensing  justice  and  an 
application  were  made  for  a  licence  for  a 
gin  palace  just  at  the  entrance  to  a 
colliery  yard,  so  as  to  tempt  workmen 
on  their  way  to  the  colliery  or  from  it, 
would  he  think  that  that  was  a  con- 
venient or  an  inconvenient  place  and 
would  he  grant  the  licence  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  But 
this  is  a  question  of  the  reduction  of 
licences. 

Sir  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  In  the  case 
I  have  mentioned  the  man  sees  a  public- 
house  in  front  of  him  and  at  once  he 
has  a  thirst  or  somebody  invites  Mm 
into  that  licensed  house.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  preceded  me  said 
he  did  not  like  hard  words  being  used 
by  one  side  of  the  House  against  the 
other,  but  nevertheless  he  said  that 
we  were  robbers  and  confiscators. 
That  was  equivalent  to  saying  that 
he  would  not  call  anjjHipn^  ]^0ibei 
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of  tids  House  a  thief ;  all  he  means 
is  that  we  are  misguided,  and  that  we 
are  only  doing  something  which  is 
tantamount  to  robbery  or  confiscation. 
But  we  are  not  going  to  be  intimidated 
by  threats  of  that  Idnd  any  more  than 
the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society  is  going  to  be  intimidated. 
We  are  quite  willing  to  rest  our  claim 
for  supporting  this  measure  upon  the 
justice  of  the  Bill  itself,  and  upon 
the  amount  of  good  which  it  is  likely 
to  do.  Let  me  remind  the  House 
what  was  stated  in  a  letter  written 
by  Lord  Burton,  which  was  read  at  a 
meeting  convened  by  the  Licensed 
Victuallers  Central  Protection  Society 
of  London  at  the  Queen*B  Hall.  He 
said — 

*'  I  tniat  there  will  be  no  talk  of  compromiee— " 

He  at  any  rate  does  not  desire  any 
extension  of  the  fourteen  years  time- 
limit.   He  goes  on  to  say — 

" — no  sign*  of  weakening  in  the  elighteet  dein«e 
in  the  general  opposition  to  this  attempt  to 
plunder  and  ruin  all  who  ate  c<mnected  with 
the  trade.  The  Bill  is  a  political  fraud.  Tem- 
perance is  the  laat  thing  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
mote. Its  real  aim  is  to  rob  and  crush  who 
perforce  are  it»  political  opponents." 

Then  his  Lordship  goes  on  to  say — 

\  "  They  might  smile  at  the  omde  suggestions 
of  a  private  Member  new  to  legislation,  but  for 
this  impossihle  and  mischierons  Bill  the 
Statesmen  who  were  at  this  time  the  advisers 
of  the  King  in  the  management  of  the  Empire 
were  respouBible.  God  eave  the  King.  The 
Bill  was  the  first  effort  at  Socialism,  which 
meant  the  stamping  out  of  individuality  and 
the  absolute  negation  of  personal  liberty.  The 
Bill  must  be  defeated  or  withdrawn.  If  it  was 
not,  if  they  and  those  whom  they  represented 
surrendered,  the  repetiti<m  of  the  wonls  which 
declared  that  Britons  would  not  he  slaves, 
would  be  but  lip  service." 

Britons  have  to  be  slaves  to  the  drink 
traffic,  and  in  other  respects.  I  will 
not  refer  further  to  the  other  portions 
of  the  speeches  made  in  the  Queen's 
Hall  beyond  quoting  the  words  of  a 
representative  who  spolra  on  behalf 
of  the  Liverpool  branch  of  ttie  Protec- 
tion Society,  who  asked — 

"  Every  man  and  woman  in  that  hall  during 
the  next  few  months  until  the  Bill  was  killed 
to  pay  not  a  farthing  to  any  tradesman — he 
did  not  care  who  he  was — ^who  was  favourable 
to  the  Bill." 

Would  any  hon.  Member  in  this  House 
get  up  and  declare  that  be  would  himself, 
in  Rending  his  order  to  the  grocer  or  the 

Samuel  Evans, 


[  butcher,  say  :  *'  I  won*t  give  you  this 
order  unless  you  promise  to  vote  agunst 
this  Bill "  ?  That  ie  the  way  in  which 
the  Bill  is  being  fought  by  the  brewere. 
The  meeting  at  the  Queen's  Hall  where 
those  speeches  were  delivered  did  not 
consist  of  publicans  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  but  they  were  the  owners  of  tied 
houses,  and  they  were  not  the  creatioa 
of  any  Act  of  Parliament.  The  intention 
of  Parliament  was  that  the  licence 
should  be  given  to  a  particular  individual, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  were  so 
held.  The  holders  of  those  licences  hav» 
been  got  hold  of  by  the  brewers,  and 
the  brewer  now  seeks  to  keep  this  joo- 
perty  and  requires  to  be  compensated, 
not  upon  the  value  of  the  licence,  but 
upon  the  basis  of  the  profits  he  has 
been  able  to  squeeze  out  of  the  wretched 
tenant  he  has  put  into  his  house.  What- 
ever hon.  Members  opposite  may  say, 
I  repeat  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  add  a  very  iai^e  slice  to 
the  slices  that  have  already  hevn  given 
by  this  House  in  favour  of  temperance 
reform.  We  believe  that  the  only  way 
in  which  we  shall  get  any  real  temper- 
ance reform  in  this  country  is  by  reducing 
licences  compulsorily,  by  establishing 
a  time-limit,  and  by  controlling  the 
whole  of  the  licences  after  fourteen 
years  by  the  State.  You  will  never 
get  temperance  reform  unless  you  can 
abolish  the  tied-honse  83rBtem,  and 
yon  will  never  get  rid  of  tied  hooBes 
without  a  time-limit.  You  will  never 
be  able  to  accomplish  this  unless  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years  the  justices 
can  say  to  an  applicant :  "  We  de* 
cline  to  renew  this  licence  imless  the 
licensee  is  a  free  man  in  a  free  house.** 
The  work  which  we  have  set  ourselves  to 
do  is  no  easy  task.  It  is  a  task  which 
demands  courage  by  reason  of  the  com- 
bined interests  which  are  marshalled 
against  us,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  it  is 
evoking  the  enthusiasm  of  some  of  the 
best  forces  in  the  country.  This  par- 
ticular Bill  in  itself  is  not  perfect.  It  is 
certainly  not  complete.  Other  problems 
connected  with  the  drink  traffic  will  still 
have  to  be  tackled,  but,  so  far  as  this 
measure  goes,  we  say  in  presenting  and 
proceeding  with  it  that  our  aims  are 
honest  and  praiseworthy.  We  say 
fiui;her  that  the  methods  are  not  unfair, 
but  that,  on  the  Gontotaryr'^®y(^r»  fair 
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and  just,  and  ve  believe  tliat  the  ultimate 
result  of  the  measure  will  be  for  the 
lasting  good  of  our  people  and  our 
countij. 

Mr.  F.  E.  smith  (Liverpool,  Walton) : 
The  hou.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
made  at  least  one  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  our  debate.  Those  who  have 
«dnured  at  a  respectful  distance  the 
strategy  which  has  determined  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  introducing  this 
particular  Bill  have  been  not  a  little 
puzzled  to  determine  what  motives  in- 
■duced  them  to  bring  it  forward  and  to 
persevere  in  it  with  such  determination, 
we  have  now  learned  the  reason  in  an 
illuminating  sentence  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  when  he  informed  us 
that  eve^  public-house  is  a  coiamittee- 
room  for  the  Tory  Party.  This  is  leally 
penetrating  to  the  heart  of  their  de- 
termination. 

Sib  SAMUEL  EVANS:  I  did  not 
say  every  public-house,  I  said  every 
tied-hoose.   [Opposition  cries  of  "  JSo.**] 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH:  I  quite  accept 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  states, 
but  even  putting  it  in  the  limited  form 
that  every  tied  public-house  is  a  Tory 
committee-room,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  correct  in  saying  that  these 
liouses  are  arrayed  against  him,  it  is  quite 
«afiicient  to  explain  the  zeal  with  which 
this  Bill  is  being  pressed  forward.  The 
motives  of  the  moral  reformers  would 
appear  to  be  :not  entirely  unmixed.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  asked  a 
question  which  those  who  speak  on  that 
«ide  of  the  House  are  never  tired  of 
pntting,  and  which  they  seem  to  think  is 
in  the  nature  of  the  case  unanswerable. 
He  aslwd :  Are  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  under  any  circumstances  in  favour 
<tf  the  policy  of  a  reduction  ?  And  then 
when  we  are  confronted  with  some 
supposed  answer  which  has  not  yet  been 
forthcoming,  when  we  are  confronted 
with  the  dilemma  that  we  are  not  in 
favour  of  that  policy,  we  are  asked — 
How  do  you  justify  your  introduction 
and  support  of  the  1904  Act  ?  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  answer  to  that  is 
obvious.  The  answer  is  that  under  the 
1904  Act  you  left  the  local  justices  who 
have  a  knowledge  of  each  particular 


locality  to  judge  for  themselves  and  of 
their  own  unfettered  discretion  i^iedier 
that  particular  locality  did  or  did  not 
suffer  from  a  redun<^ncy  of  licensed 
premises.  Do  you  put  forward  that 
discretion  as  comparable  in  any  degree 
with  a  proposal  for  the  automatic  reduc- 
tion of  licences  by  a  triumvirate  in 
London  ?  If  you  do,  it  shows  that  you 
are  utterly  incapable  of  appreciating 
the  principles  on  which  the  1904  Act 
depends.  When  I  spoke  on  the  First 
Reading  of  this  Bill  I  said  that  the 
country  woxdd  never  draw  a  distinction 
between  railway  investors  and  investors 
in  licensed  property  who  have  bought 
their  stock  on  the  open  market. 
I  remember  that  wlwn  I  ventured  to 
mate  that  observation  on  the  First 
Heading  it  was  treated  as  a  most  ex- 
quisite piece  of  humour.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  appears  to  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  that  the  humour  was 
much  in  evidence  during  the  last 
few  weeks,  when  opportunities  have 
been  given  for  presenting  out 
views  of  the  Bill  to  the  country. 
Let  me  ask — ^What  is  the  answer  to  the 
suggestion  that,  so  far  as  the  purchaser 
of  brewery  stock  upon  the  market  is  con- 
cerned, he  is  entitled^  the  same  protection 
on  the  part  of  the  State  as  the  pur- 
chaser of  railway  stock  1  Only  one 
answer  has  been  attempted  in  the  whole 
conrse  of  the  debates,  and  it  is  that  in 
the  case  of  the  holder  of  licensed  property 
you  have  a  yearly  licence.  The  moment 
you  say  that  the  annual  value  ia  not  the 
measure  of  what  such  person  possesses, 
you  give  away  the  whole  case.  One 
has  only  to  look  at  the  question. 
If  it  be  true  that  one  year  is  the  measure 
of  the  interest,  why  do  you  give  a  four- 
teen years*  time-limit  1  Why  squander 
thirteen  years  of  the  nation's  monopoly 
of  which  they  have  been  too  long 
deprived  ?  Why  postpone  the  happy 
moment  when  the  country  will  repossess 
itself  of  that  which  it  ought  never  to 
have  lost  ?  [Ministerial  cheers.]  There 
are  many  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
who  think  it  ought  to  be  done  at  once  at 
the  end  of  a  year.  Fortunately,  for  many 
reasons,  they  are  not  in  the  majority,  and 
the  majority  are  rather  committed 
to  the  view  that  you  cannot  accept 
the  principle  that  the  interested  persons 
having  the,e  tote  g^^^  t.  a 
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single  year.    If  they  are  not  limited 
to  a  Bifigle  year,  how  are  you  going  to 
detennine  them  !   Is  it  j>retendea  tlut  a 
fourteen  yean  time-limit  is  based  upon 
any  actuarial  cdcnlation  whic^  can  be 
tested!   And  here  let  me  point  out 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
said  that  there  never  was  a  statutory  right, 
and  who  passed  by  very  rapidly  indeed 
the  case  of  the  ante-1869  beer-houses — let 
me  point  out  that  so  far  as  the  ante-1869 
beer'houses  are  concerned  they  had  that 
statutory  right  on  the  absence  of 
which  you  have  again  and  again  in- 
sisted as  the  only  justification  for  any 
confiscation  at  all.   When  the  question 
was  asked  how  it  was  that  these  houses 
ever  obtained  this  privilege  the  answer 
was  that  until  the  year  1870  these  beer- 
houses were  allowed  to  sell  beer  without 
obtaining  a  licence  from  the  justices^  and 
simply  in  virtue  cf  the  enjo}ment  of 
an  excise  licence.    In  that  circumstance 
Parliament  recognised  a  vested  interest, 
and   thought   it    expedient    to  deal 
with    them    in   the    1870   Act.  So 
far  as  the  ante-1869  beer-houses  were 
concerned,  they  provided   that  these 
licences  ought  never  to  be  taken  away 
but  on  one  of  four  causes.   I  can  sum- 
marise generally  the  character  of  these 
causes  by  saying  that  every  one  of  them 
had  somet^iing  to  do  with  bad  character 
or  bad  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  licensee, 
BO  that  ujitil  the  1904  Act  was  introduced 
it  was  the  fact  that  no  less  than  one-third 
of  the  licensed  premises  in  the  coimtry 
had  an  absolute  statutory  right  to  re- 
newal.  What  is  really  the  relation  of  the 
Government  to  them  1    They  say  that  in 
1904  Parliament  interfered  with  that 
statutory  right  of  renewal.    Is  the  sug- 
gestion brought  forward  that,  having 
taken  away  in  1904  for  good  and  valuable 
consideration     this     absolute  statu- 
tory right  of  renewal,  we  are  entitled  in 
190iB  to  say  that  we  shall  take  them 
away  still  further  on   ihs  basis  of 
the  iJusory  compensation  which  we  now 
substitute  ?    The    hon.    and  learned 
Gentleman    with    a    great  show  of 
indignation    says    that     there  never 
was  a  bargain   made.    I  agree,  but 
there  was  an  implied  imdertalang  based 
upon  the  honour  of  this  House.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  No."]   If  this  is  taken 
away  which  had  statutory  sanction  at 
that  time,  four  years  ago,  the  privileges 
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which^were  substituted  should  not  also 
be  taken  away.    The  hon.  and  learned 
GJentlenian  does  not  appreciate  this 
ethical  suggestion.    Does  he  seriously 
BV^gest  that  there  is  any  dktinetion 
to  be  drawn  between  the  case  of  a  man 
who,  before  1904,  invested  his  money 
in  a  beer-house  and  the  case  of  a  man 
who  invested   his  money  in  railway 
stock  ?    Will  anybody  on  that  side  of 
the  House  tell  us  how  the  investor  in  an 
1869  beer-honse  could  possibly  suppose 
that  he  was  investing  in  a  precarious 
property  when  one-Uiud  of  the  licensed 
premises  of  the  country  were  of  that 
class  !    Where  was  the  precariousnesa  I 
Where  was  the  unwisdom  of  speculating 
in  it  ?    What  is  your  right  four  years 
afterwards  to  say  :   "  We  will  give  you 
a  fourteen  years  time-limit  ?  "  That 
is  the  case  as  far  as  one-third  of  the 
licensed  premises  are  concemed,  and  I 
wish  to  ssk  hon.  Gentlemen  to  consider 
the  case  of  the  other  two-thirds.  When 
once  the  yearly  argument  is  given  up, 
ss  it  has  been  for  the  purposes  of  tlus 
Bill,  the  only  problem  wluch  presents 
itself  for  solution  is — What  is  the  tenure 
which  the  State  encouraged  the  investor 
to  accept  1   Let  me  remind  the  House 
that  a  very  authoritative  document 
exists  on  that  point — very  mucli  more 
authoritative  than  many  of  those  which 
are  quoted  with  approval  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.    In  1890  the  Commis- 
sioners   for    Inland    Bevenue  were 
requested   by  the  Chancellor   of  the 
Exchequer  to  prepare  a  memorandum 
upon  the  death  duties  in  dealing  with 
licensed  premises  in  order  tjiat  many 
doubts  might  be  set  at  rest.   An  ofiScial 
report  was  presented  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Inland  Revenue,  and  I  would 
venture  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  report.    Dealing,  first 
of  all,  with  the  case  of  the  death  of  a 
lease-holder  publican,  they  said  that  it 
is  assumed  always  that  tile  licence  will 
continue  indefinitely  to  be  renewed. 
Then  dealing  with  the  death  of  a  free- 
holder publican  they  say  that  the  annual 
value  of  the  House  la  treated  in  the 
succession  duty  account  as  permanently 
enhanced  by  the  licence.   They  said 
that  the  annual  values  are  capitalised 
for  the  whole  life  of  the  successor  on  the 
presumption  that  the  licence  will  so  long 
endure.   We  mag;g,^y^  ^^©(5^3^  od 
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this  Bide  of  the  House,  licensed  viotuallers 
may  have  been  wrong,  and  the  unfortun- 
ate inveStOK  in  brewery  shares  may  have 
been  wrong,  but  there  can  be  no  other 
e:q>lanation  of  the  principle  which  the 
representativeB  of  the  State  deliberately 
adopted  in  1890  for  this  pu^ose,  except 
tiiat  in  their  view  tiLese  licenses  would 
be  indefinitely  renewed.  Can  it  be 
suggested  that  the  ordinary  investor 
was  bound  to  take  a  sounder  view  ? 
The  only  answer  is  that  that  doctrine 
was  once  and  for  all  disposed  of  by  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Sharpe  v.  Wake- 
field. That  case  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  proposals  brought  forward 
by  the  Government  and  the  provisions 
in  this  Bill.  The  Court  in  Sharpe  v. 
Wakefield  merely  decided  that  the  local 
justices  should  deal  with  a  licence  of  a 
particular  house  upon  particular  local 
grounds  and  on  the  sworn  evidence  of 
witnesses  as  to  f  ;ct.  Is  it  suggested  that 
that  is  analogous  in  principle  to  the  whote- 
sale  dealing  with  licences  by  gentlemen  in 
London  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
locality  ?  Tou  have  only  to  read  the 
judgment  of  Lord  Halsbury  to  under- 
stand the  real  meaning  of  the  Sharpe 
V.  Wakefield  decision.  Lord  Halsbury 
said — 

"  Magistratert  miut  exercise  judicial  dis- 
cretion and  not  hy  evasion  attempt  to  repeal 
the  law  which  pennita  public-houses  to  exist. 
Further,  the  justicee  would  remember  tiiat  a 
year  before  a  licence  had  been  granted." 

[Hon.  Members  on  the  Ministerial 
Benches :  Go  on ;  read  the  rest.] 
Th&t  is  all  I  have  here  before  me,  but 
nothing  which  follows  qualifies  what  I 
h:!.ve  read.  Imayremindhon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that  Lcord  Bramwell  said  in  the 
same  relation — 

"  The  Legislature  has  most  clearly  showed 
that  it  contemplated  that  licences  would  usually 
be  renewed ;  that  the  taking  away  of  a  man's 
livelihood  would  not  be  practis^  cruelly  or 
wantonly." 

Is  it  suggested  that  on  Shatpe  p. 
Wakefield  or  on  the  dicta  of  Ijord 
Halsbury  and  Lord  Bramwell  you  can 
base  the  wholesale  reduction  of  licences 
which  is  to  take  place  under  this  Bill  1 
This  Bill  may  be  right  or  wrong,  but 
the  less  it  is  founded  on  the  authority 
of  Sharpe  v.  Wakefield  the  more  likely 
it  is  to  be  successful  among  those  who 
are  familiar  with  that  judgment.  Ac- 


cepting that  statement  of  the  effect  of 
Sharpe  v.  Wakefield,  and  the  circum- 
stances    are     not     really  disputed, 
this  Bill,  whether  necessary  or  not, 
is  a  Bill  which  is  going  to  cause  great 
hardship.   I  did  not  gather  that  tiie 
Uhder<Secretary  last  night  seriously  dis- 
putes the  position  that  the  Bill  is  going 
to  cause  great  hardship.    The  figures 
which  have  been  gtven  by  Mr.  Buxton 
and   Mr.   Feat   show   that,  speaking 
generally,  in  the  case  of  a  large  number 
of  prudent  and  successful  breweries, 
no  dividends  will  be  paid  on  eitiier 
preference  or  ordmary  shares,  and  in 
the  paym^t  of  debenture  interest  there 
will  be  deficiencies  ranging  from  £20,000 
to  £60,000.    The  Under-Secretary  hist 
night  attempted  to  console  brewers  and 
investors  by  B&yva^  that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  fourteen  years  they  would 
have  the  sum  of  £17,000,000  by  which 
they  could  deal  with  the  losses  which 
are  estimated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Spen  Valley  at  not  less  than  £100,000,000. 
Tbe    Under  -  Secretary     a-gued  that 
they  would  be  compensated  by  a  sum 
of  £27.000,000,  £17,000,000  of  which 
is  to  come  from  reserve  stock — a  large 
proportion  of  which  is  already  investeid 
in    licensed    property.   The  perfectly 
astounding  suggestion  was  made  that 
the  result  of  the  Government  proposal 
would  be  that  £10,000,000  or  £11,000,000 
which  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  compensation  would  be  avail- 
able at  the  end  of  the  fourteen  years 
time-limit,  as   a  further  contribution 
to  the  money  necessary  to  main  up 
the  shortage  of  £100,000,000.  The  Under- 
Secretary  seems  to  be  totally  unaware 
that  the  greater  part  of  this  £11,000,000 
will  have  been  pud  during  the  currency 
of  the  fourteen  years  time-limit. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  or 
STATE  TOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samoel,  York- 
shire, Cleveland) :  I  was  not  using  that 
as  a  set-off  against  the  60,000  houses 
which  will  remain  but  against  the  loss 
on  the  whole  95,000. 

Mr.  F.  E.  smith  :  What  the  hon. 
Gentieman  says  comes  to  this,  that  in 
this  sum  of  £27,000,000  which  is  to  be 
available  to  meet  the  £100,000,000  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time-limit — [Ironical 
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'  MlHiSTEBiAL  laughter.]  "We  are  con- 
stantly  told  that  the  number  of  houses 
'which  will  remain  is  to  be  equal  in  value 
to.  the  houses  existing  at  the  present 
time  and  that  the  bieweis  lose  not^iing. 

:  Sib  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  :  No. 

■  Ml.  F.  E.  SMITH :    Then  the  hon. 
Omtleman  should '  control  his  enthusi- 
astic supporters  in  the  country  who  have 
bettn.'saying  that  there  will  be  no  real 
tdsB^'to  the  brewers,  that  the  increased 
vahie  of  the  houses  that  remain  will 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  the  monopoly 
Toltie  of  £100,000,000.   Even  if  it  is  not 
1100,000,000   but    £80,000.000,  what 
becomes  of  the  prophecy  made  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  when  the   1904  Bill 
vae  introduced,  that  the  value  of  the 
licensed  property  would  be  increased  by 
^at  Bill  to  £300,000,000?   And  now 
that  the  falsity  of  that  prediction  is 
exposed,    bon.    GJentleman    say  that 
the  monopoly  value  of  the  licences  is 
£i©0,000,000  or  £80,000,000.   And  to- 
wards that  monopoly  value  the  only 
■ata  the  Government  suggest  as  available 
for'  the  relief   of   the  shareholders  is 
£17,000,000  which  comes  from  the  reserve 
fcmd  tOKla^.    Why  is  the  prudent  trader 
tohe  specially  malctedl    Who  are  hon. 
X3«otIemen  opposite  to  lay  hands  upon 
tbe  business  saving  of  their  political 
iD|^nent8 1   Why  u  the  prudent  virgin 

■XO  be  worse  treated  than  her  negligent 
fronds  ?  Now,  if  it  is  undisputed 
.tl(at  you  are  going  to  injure  the  share- 

,  holders  to  this  extent,  it  is  not  unin- 
teresting to  discover  who  will  be  the 
people  likely  to  suffer  if  we  are  going 
to  allow  it  to  be  done.  Take  the 
case  of  a  brewery  which  has  pub- 
lished a  full  detailed  Ibt  of  its 
shareholders.  Take  t  he  case  of 
Meux's  Brewery.  [Ministerial  ironical 
laughter.]  That  is  received  with  laughter, 
but  this  ar  ififial  merriment  does  not 
show  much  intelligence  or  discrimiua- 
tion  on  the  part  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Iflwerefoundinganargument 
on  the  way  in  which  Meux  hadcarriedon 
their  business  there  might  have  been  some 
point  in  the  Itugh;  but  I  am  merely 
pointing  out  the  serial  a-  d  business 
positi'tn  of  their  shareholders.  What 
is  the  oapit<il  of  this  (ompany?  Four 
per   cent,   first    moi  tgage  debenture 
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stock,  £600,000  ;  6  per  cent,  second 
mortgage  debenture  stock,  £400,000 ; 
cumulative  preference  share  capital. 
£500,000;  and  ordinary  share  capital. 
£500,000.  The  debenture  stock  aoA 
preference  share  capital,  £1,500,000,  were 
issued  to  and  paid  for  by  the  public.  I 
invite  the  House  to  consider  how  that 
£ 1 ,500,000  subscribed  for  by  the  public  was 
contributed.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"When."]  It  does  not  matter  to  the 
argument  when.  Of  this  £1  500,000  the 
members  of  the  licensed ttadeconlributed 
£8,861 ;  business  classes,  banks,  invest* 
ment  companies,  £306,951 ;  professional 
classes.  £529,698;  ttustees  under  wUls. 
spinsters,  mariied  women  and  widows, 
£654,490.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "Shame."] 
Is  it  not  more  shameful  to  rob  these  people  t 
[Opposition  cheers,  and  Ministkeial 
cries  of  '*  Who  did  it  1 "]  They  ex- 
pressed no  discontent  till  hon.  Gentlemen 
appeared  on  the  scene  with  this  BilL 
But  at  any  rate  I  desire  to  say  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  agree  that  their  par- 
ticular grievance  is  against  the  Govern- 
ment and  not  against  anybody  else. 
Is  the  pTopoait'on  that  if  you  find 
an  imprudej.t  investor  you  may  rob  him. 
All  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  is,  do 
they  believe  after  all  that  has  happened 
that  the  country  at  large  will  allow 
them  to  inflict  this  species  of  peconiaiy 
wrong  on  these  classes  of  investors  V 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  goes  to 
a  public  meeting  in  the  Albert  HaU,  and 
says — 

"  If  the  Government  goei  down  on  this  isaae 
it  will  be  with  Sags  flying  in  »  monl  caune." 

The  moral  cause,  I  suppose,  is  that 
you  reduce  drunkenness  by  reducing 
drinking  facilities.  If  there  is  any  other 
principle  in  the  Bill,  I  have  failed  to 
discover  it.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
may  be  right  or  wrong  in  their  view,  but 
there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  that 
if  they  are  going  to  embrace  this  moral 
cause  and  pin  their  colours  to  the  mast 
of  the  Bill,  it  makea  no  difference  mt  aU 
whether  this  drinking  which  they  an 
going  to  stop  IB  carried  on  in  licensed 
premises  or  in  clubs.  We  all  agree  with 
that.  It  is  then  ex  AypotAett  obvious 
that  it  is  essential  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  fresh  clubs  or  to  reduce 
the  number  of  those  now  existing.  If 
vour  patent  medicine  is  good  it  most 
be  applied  with  impartiality  to  eretj 
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class  of  patient.  Let  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  reconcile  their  own  remedies  and 
not  come  to  us  for  an  explanation  of 
them.  Whatgji*' the  hon.  Member  for 
Span  Valle^^  in  1907  ?   He  said— 

"  It  is  nseltas  to  reduce  the  number  of  public- 
honses,  restrict  the  hours  of  sale,  and  to  facilitate 
improved  methods  of  management  if  clubs  are 
flowed  to  spring  up  in  all  diractions." 

And  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  a  good 
many  other  Members  of  this  House,  still 
think  so,  but  let  me  tell  them  that, 
accepting  their  principles,  this  BiU  in  the 
treatment  of  clubs  is  a  fantastic  im- 
posture if  it  pretends  to  do  anything  of 
the  sort  so  long  as  each  coterie  of  indi- 
viduals now  meeting  in  a  pubHc-house  is 
still  at  liberty  when  displaced  under 
the  Bill  to  form  aclub.  I  do  not  saythat 
the  increase  of  clubs  is  mischievous,  nor 
do  I  express  an  opinion  that  England 
will  toleiate  their  suppression.  This  is 
a  problem  to  be  solved  not  by  us  but  by 
you.  It  is  your  case  that  it  is  mischievous, 
and  what  are  the  figures  ?  In  1887  there 
were  1,982  clubs  ;  in  1896  there  were 
3,655;  in  1903  there  were  6,371  ;  in  1904 
there  were  6,468 ;  in  1905  there  were 
6,689 ;  in  1906  there  were  6,721  ;  in 
1907  there  were  6,907  ;  and  in  1908  the 
number  was  7,110.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
will  see  that  in  the  last  twenty  years 
clubs  in  which  drink  is  sold  have  increased 
from  1,982  to  7.110.  But  that  does  not 
exhaust  the  growth  of  clubs,  because  as 
the  chairman  of  the  Durham  sessions 
pointed  out  the  other  day,  there  was  an 
increase  of  2,000  persons  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  clubs  in  their  area,  although 
there  was  no  increase  in  the  clubs. 
The  clientele  of  the  clubs  is,  there- 
fore, gradually  growing  out  of  proportion 
to  the  total  number  of  clubs,  and 
I  challenge  any  hon.  Member  who 
follows  me  to  show  one  word  or  one 
line  in  the  Bill  which  prevents  the  in- 
discriminate multiplication  of  clubs  which 
are  not  mere  drinking  shops.  We  are 
not  dealing  with  drinking  clubs  or  public- 
houses  that  are  mere  drinking  houses ; 
we  are  dealing  with  public-houses  many 
of  which  have  a  thirty  years'  good 
character,  and  we  point  out  that  your 
remedy  will  do  nothing  that  will  prevent 
clubs  springing  up.  We  are  not  talking 
of  mere  drinking  shops  but  of  the  spring- 
ing up  of  clubs,  doubtless  perfectly  well- 
conducted,  but  in  which  drink  can  be 


obtained — the  sort  of  club  that  the 
Solicitor-General  would  say  the  working- 
man  could  not  pass  without  having 
a  thirst.  Let  us  near  no  more  of  your 
provisifms  for  dealing  with  badly 
conducted  clubs.  We  must  compare 
like  with  like.  On  your  theory  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  are  farcical.  It  is  so 
important  that  this  should  be  exposed 
and  it  goes  so  directly  to  the  heart  of  the 
Bill  that  I  make  no  excuse  for  asking  the 
House  to  consider  what  is  the  existing  law 
in  regard  to  clubs.  Under  the  Licensing 
Act  of  1902  the  clerk  of  every  i)etty 
sessional  division  has  to  ke^  a  register 
with  details  of  the  club.  Under  sub- 
section 3,  a  return  has  to  be  made  every 
January,  and  under  subsection  4  the 
secretary  of  the  new  club  has  to  furnish 
a  return.  Under  Section  26,  if  drink 
is  sold  in  an  unregistered  club,  the  penalty 
is  a  montVs  imprisonment  or  a  £50  fine. 
Under  Section  28  of  that  Act  a  club  may 
be  struck  off  the  register  on  the  com* 
plaint  of  any  person :  (a)  That  it  has 
ceased  to  exist,  or  has  less  than  twenty- 
five  members ;  (6)  that  it  is  not  conducted 
in  good  faith  as  a  club,  or  that  it  is  kept 
for  an  unlawful  purpose ;  (c)  that  there 
is  frequently  drunkenness  there;  (<i) 
that  there  is  illegal  sale  of  intoxicatii^ 
liquors ;  (e)  that  non-members  habitu- 
ally resort  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing drink ;  and  (/)'  that  it  occupies 
premises  within  twelve  months  of  their 
being  licensed  premises.  That  is  the 
state  of  the  law  when  the  Government 
introduce  this  Bill  to  deal  with  a  great 
and  growing  evil  and  one  the  solution 
of  which  is  essential  to  their  moral 
panacea.  What  does  this  Bill  do  ? 
By  Section  36,  registration  is  to  be 
annual  instead  of  a  return,  and  under 
Section  37,  any  person  may,  as  to  new 
registration  or  renewal,  lod^e  objection  on 
the  ground  that  the  club  is  used  mainly 
as  a  drinking  club  or  on  tiie  grouncU 
which  I  have  already  read  as  beii^ 
included  in  the  Act  of  1902.  In  this 
Bill,  registration  has  been  substituted 
for  the  January  return  and  the  only 
new  ground  upon  which  objection  can  be 
taken  to  the  registration  of  a  new  club 
or  the  re-registration  of  an  existing  club, 
is  that  it  is  a  mere  drinking  shop.  Where 
is  the  clause  which  prevents  the  springing 
up  of  new  clubs  or  prevents  the  opening 
of  a  drinking  club  four  dpors  lower 
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down   than   the   public-honse  whose 

licence  you  have  taken  away  ? 
On  this  club  question  my  views  are 
entirely  independent,  becaiue  I  am 
proud  to  say  that  in  Liverpool,  the  com- 
plexion of  which  has  been  Conservative 
for  many  years,  there  is  no  single  working 
men's  dub  where  drink  can  be  obtained 
to-day  or  has  ever  been  obtained, 
but  I  ask  h<m.  Gentlemen  opjiosite 
who  hold  strong  moral  views  on  this 
subject  what  they  think  of  the  position 
of  their  colleagues  who  represent  London 
constituencies.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  thatf  ratting  cheek  by  jowl  with 
thrae  moral  reformers,  are  men  who 
owe  their  seats  in  this  House  to  the 
ezertioiu  of  political  olubs  whidi,  al- 
thoa^  they  are  not  drinking  clubs, 
are  places  where  drink  is  suppUed  with 
the  same  facility  with  which  it  is  supplied 
in  public-houses,  and  where  it  can  be 
obtained  at  hours  when  public-houses 
are  closed  and  on  Sundays  as  welL 
They  deserve  careful  study.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  case  of  Walthamstow 
Liberal  and  Radical  Clnb.  I  believe 
the  hon.  Member  who  represents  Wal- 
thamstow is  a  convinced  supporter  of 
this  Bill  and  he  is  satisfied  with  Simday 
closing.  How  are  his  supporters  generat- 
ing their  zeal  on  his  behalf  and  amusing 
themselves  on  Sunday  mornings  at 
the  Walthamstow  Liberal  and  Radical 
Club,  Buxton  Road,  High  Street  ?  Here 
is  the  programme  of  a  Sunday  morning 
variety  entertainment :  Young  Smiler ; 
Dora  Dalby ;  The  Campeons ;  Sam 
Williams ;  Daisy  Reed  ;  Chan  C.  Roberts. 
On  Sunday  evening  there  is  George  El- 
mer's Company  in  the  up-to-date  nulitary 
comedy  "The  Major."  Then  what  do 
we  find  in  the  constituency  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
who  played  a  conspicuous,  thou^  hardly 
a  successful,  part  in  the  Peckham  elec- 
tion. At  the  North  CamberA-ell  Radical 
dub  we  find  entertainments  are 
going  on  in  precisely  the  same 
way.  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  is 
the  President  of  the  Club,  and 
I  would  suggest  to  the  Government, 
that  the  Prudent  instead  of  the  Secre- 
tary shall  pay  the  fine  of  £20  for  which 
the  Bill  provides,  if  drunkenness  is 
proved  on  the  premises  and  reasonable 
care  is  not  shown.  There  will  be  much 
more  chance  of  obtaining  the  money, 
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and  as  a  salatary  exam^  the  eSoet 
will  be  mnoh  greater.  What  do 
we   find   in   the    Camberwell  Chbf 

That  club  advertised  :  "  Sunday  morning, 
lecture  upon  the  Principles  of  MalthnB. 
Sunday  afternoon,  musical  comedy,  "  Tht 
Hypocrites."  How  does  this  champioa, 
this  convinced  advocate  of  the  cause  of 
effective  moral  reform  at  the  admitted 
injury  of  investors,  deal  with  this  mattw 
when  assailed  in  the  Press  ?  He  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Daily  Telegraph  in  which 
he  said  that  if  the  parson  could  not  com- 
pete for  his  patronage  with  "  loUnthe," 
so  much  the  worse  for  the  parson.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  cannot  af&>rd  to 
deal  with  the  clubs.  They  dare  not 
Their  political  lives  are  not  worth  a 
moment's  purchase  if  they  do.  The 
explanation  is  that  in  dealing  with  the 
English  people  you  are  dealing  with  a 
strong,  virile  race.  The  reason  why  you 
cannot  compel  them  to  reduce  their  club* 
and  why  in  this  Bill  you  shrink  from 
dealing  with  them  is  that  you  know  thtt 
the  people  in  a  domocratic  country  will 
not  allow  you  to  do  it,  and  when  you 
admit  that  in  connection  with  the  clubs, 
you  have  driven  the  last  nail  into  the 
coffin  of  the  present  Bill.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  talks  about  going 
down  with  all  the  ship's  flags  flying. 
The  ship,  I  would  suggest,  is  the  8J. 
"  The  Whited  Sepulchre,"  and  has  the 
**  Jolly  Roger "  flying  horn  the  mast. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
would  rather  lose  fifty  seats  than  win 
one  by  such  means  as  those  by  which 
Peckham  was  won,  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
shouted  their  agreement  with  that  state- 
ment when  a  new  Member,  a  teetotaller, 
entered  this  House,  by  shouting  out, 
"The  voice  of  beer."  Where  is  the 
evidence  of  the  drunkenness  which  it  is 
said  existed  at  Peckham  ?  Where  is  the 
petition  that  ought  to  have  followed ! 
Are  the  party  fimds  depleted  ?  There 
were  only  two  convictions  of  drunkenness 
on  the  day  of  the  election  at  Peckham, 
and  in  one  the  gentleman  charged  ex- 
plained that  he  was  really  developing  » 
Free  Trade  argument,  a  defence  which 
was  unsuccessful ;  while  in  the  other,  the 
person,  a  lady,  was  a  stranger  to  Peck- 
ham who  had  been  the  heroine  of  similar 
adventures  elsewhere.  That  was  the 
only  drunkenness  that  took  place  at 
Peckham.    Was   Map<AeErt»r  i  won  by 
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improper  measures  ?  Hon.  Gentlemen 
know  pirfectly  well  that  I  am  not  re- 
peating these  victories  we  have  won  to 
make  in  this  House  a  cheap  pirty  score. 
I  only  refer  to  these  elections  in  order  to 
press  on  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site whether  the  ezperiencra  in  these 
constituencies  are  not  certain  to  be  re- 
peated all  over  the  country  as  long  as 
this  Bill  is  persevered  with.  It  is  certain 
that  it  will  be  so,  because  the  country  is 
not  convinced  of  the  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  Bill.  You  are  under  a 
great  delusion  when  you  think  that  you 
are  great  moral  r^ormera  and  that  that 
is  the  cause  of  these  reverses.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  wiU  do  well,  if  the 
Bill  is  to  be  persevered  in,  to  play  a 
losing  game  with  more  decency  and  self- 
lespect,  for  they  will  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exhibiting  dignity  in  adversity 
in  Opposition.  The  democratic  party 
when  successful  at  the  polls  praises  the 
people  as  the  supreme  repositories  of 
political  wisdom.  "When  defeated  they 
point  to  the  crapnlous  dupes  of  an 
odisus  trade.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
shonld  turn  from  this  misconceived 
measure  to  the  music-ball  bonhomie 
and  the  unrestricted  conviviality 
of  those  Radical  clubs  to  which 
they  owe  their  present  opportunities  for 
mischief.  If  they  do  that,  history  will 
not  indeed  say  they  were  moral  re- 
formers, but  at  least  it  will  not  have  to 
record  of  them  that,  I  >oking  'n  the  clouds, 
they  scorned 

"  The  base  degrees 
By  which  they  did  ascend." 

Mr.  a.  E.  W.  mason  (Coventry): 
The  Prime  Minister  and  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Home  Affairs  yesterday 
evening  devoted  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  speeches  to  the  question 
of  the  reduction  of  licences.  I  cannot 
hold,  and  I  do  not  think  the  majority 
of  the  Members  of  this  House  can  hold, 
that  the  present  Bill  can  stand  or  fall 
upon  the  question  of  the  reduction  of 
licences.  It  must  stand  or  fill  on  other 
questions.  It  must  stand  or  fall  upon 
uie  question  of  whether  the  reduction  of 
licences  is  accompanied  with  the  re- 
duction of,  and  an  erection  of  safe- 
guards against,  other  institutions  for 
the  sale  of  drink  already  existing  with 
fewer  precautions,   under  fewer  safe- ' 
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guards,  with  longer  hours,  and  with  less 
supervision  than  licensed  houses.  It 
must  go  beyond  that.    It  must  stand 
or  fall  on  the  decision  of  this  House  as 
to  whether  it  is  just  or  not  as  a  financial 
measure.    The  Prime  Minister  yestei- 
day,  as  well  as  on  the  First  Reading, 
stated  his  case  with  the  greatest  lucidity* 
The  financial  provision  of  this  Bill  is  to 
recover  for  the  State  the  monopoly  value 
with  whic'i  it  has  parted  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  the  question  yester- 
day, "  Do  you  agree  that  the  State  has  a 
right  to  resume  the  value  with  which  it 
has  once  parted  1  "  The  word  "  resume" 
is  the  word  upon  which  I  should  like  to- 
speak,  because  it  has  not  yet  been  proved 
that  iAie  State  has  parted  neglectfuUj 
or  otherwise  with  a  monopoly  value. 
The  State  has  stood  idly  by  while  the 
monopoly  has  been  bought  and  sold^ 
while  millions  have  been  invested  in  it 
on  the  strength  of  the  indifference  of  the 
State  to  that  monopoly,  and  besides  al| 
that  it  has  levied  a  special  taxation  upon 
the  licensed  trade  as  a  trade  specially 
favoured    of  the  State.   Now,  haiving 
seen  that  the  monopoly  value  with 
which  they  have  parted  is  a  good  things 
they  propose  to  resume  it.    The  State- 
made  a  mistake.    Most  people  when 
they  make  a   mistake   have   to  pay 
for  it.    The  State  made  a  mistake  in 
parting    with    this   monopoly  value. 
It  is  not  the  brewers  nor  the  publican 
nor  those  humble  investors  who  have  not 
received  too  much  con«deration  who  are 
to  blame,  but  the  State,  first  and  last* 
It  might  have  retained  its  monopoly 
value,  but  it  parted  with  it  on  easy  terms. 
I  do  not  suggest  that  the  State  has  not 
a  right  to  resume  the  monopoly  value 
if  it  chooses,  but  it  is  for  the  House  to 
consider  whether  the  State  shall  not  do- 
so  with  fairness  to  the  community  over 
which  it  rules,  and  which  it  is  supposed 
to  represent.    I  listened  very  carefully 
to  the  speech  made  by  the  Solicitor- 
General,  and  I  think  he  repeated  to-day 
what  he  certainly  said  on  the  First  Reack 
ing  when  be  discussed  the  question  of  the 
monopoly  value,  waving  aside  the  ques- 
tion of  where  the  millions  of  money  paid, 
for  the  monopoly  value  had  gone  to.  I 
do  not  see  the  relevancy  of  his  suggestion, 
unless  he  assumes  that  the  money  so  paid 
at  once  goes  back  to  the  pockets  of  the 
people  who  pay  it^.g,  I,do@5^^ 
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refer  to  a  particular  public-house  to 
raise  a  cheap  laugh ;  but  I  think  he 
could  have  found  where  some  of  the 
money  went  to  by  consulting  his  collea- 
gue the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  This 
money  has  gone  out  of  the  licensed 
trade  and  the  State  is  now  going  to 
compel  those  who  have  already  paid 
for  the  licensed  premiaes  once  to  pay 
over  again.  The  really  relevant  ques- 
tion is  not  who  has  got  the  money  hut 
who  paid  the  money  for  these  licences. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in 
helieving  that  the  persons  who  paid  for 
them  once  will  pay  again.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  shakes  his  head, 
but  I  do  not  see  how  he  is  going  to  avoid 
it  unlras  he  proposes  to  ruin  all  the  exist- 
ing breweries  and  put  up  a  new  lot  in 
their  stead.  I  intended  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  during  these  debates 
he  would  kindly  lay  upon  the  Table  the 
figures  that  enabled  him  to  arrive  at  the 
decision  that  fourteen  years  would  be 
'an  effective  limit  of  time,  hut  it  was  with 
some  consternation  that  I  gathered  there 
were  no  figures.  The  Solicitor- CJeneral 
this  afternoon  said  that  others  might 
avoid  this  question  butthathewouldnot. 

Sir  SAMUEL  EVANS  interjected  a 
remark  that  did  not  reach  the  (Jallery. 

''  Mb.  a.  E.  W.  MASON  :  I  quite  accept 
that,  but  I  might  point  out  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  the  whole 
question  is  the  time-limit.  I  have  some 
figures  which  I  should  like  to  read  to  the 
House.  They  present  a  startling  sum- 
mary of  what  is  going  to  happen  to 
nine  brewery  companies  if  this  Bill  as 
it  stands  becomes  law.  I  have  chosen 
nine  breweries,  some  of  which  are  good 
and  flourishing,  and  others  of  which  are 
not  in  a  flourshing  condition.  I  have 
done  so  deliberately,  because  I  think  the 
aystera  of  selecting  a  certain  number  of 
good  breweries  and  saying  :  "  See  how 
«asilr  they  can  recoup  themselves," 
or  selecting  certain  languishing  concerns 
and  saying  :  "  See  how  easily  they  can 
be  ruined,"  is  not  a  fair  one.  Of  the  nine 
"breweries,  the  total  capital  at  the  present 
time  is  £28,230,391  ;  the  estimated 
Talue  of  the  capital  invested  in  freehold 
and  leasehold  licensed  property  where 
the  licences  are  extinguished  would  be 
£5,269,000.     The    loss  of   capital  to 
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be  provided  for  in  fourteen  years  is 
£21,076,640.  Therefore  it  is  calculated 
that  if  the  whole  amount  was  capitahsed 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  years  on  the  basis 
of  all  the  profits  being  invested  at  4 
per  cent,  compound  interest,  with  the 
exception  of  the  payment  on  the  deben 
tures,  the  actual  loss  at  the  end  of- 
fourteen  years  will  be  £8,729,000— that, 
of  course,  is  if  the  State  resumes  the 
monopoly  value.  That  is  the  point  of 
view  that  any  accountant  would  have 
to  take  up.  As  I  understand,  the  State 
does  intend  to  resume  the  monopok 
value.  I  quite  admit  that  one  of  tlte 
dffioulties  in  this  matter  is  that  we  han 
not  had  a  proper  definition  of  what  is 
monopoly  value.  The  Under-Secretary 
for  Home  Affairs  did  begin  to  tell  m 
something  with  regard  to  that.  He  said 
it  was  not  to  include  the  profit  of  the 
publican  or  of  the  brewer,  bnt  that 
it  was  to  include  the  goodwilL  I 
should  be  glad  if  some  member  of  the 
Government  speaking  vith  an  authori- 
tative voice,  would  take  some  concrete 
instance  of  the  market  value  of  par- 
ticular licensed  premises  and  tell  ns, 
on  the  assumption  that  the  value  of  thos« 
premises  remains  the  same  at  the  end 
of  fourteen  years,  what  it  is  ^the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  that  the 
licence  -  holder  should  be  paid  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years. '  In  discu^- 
ing  the  monopoly  value  we  are 
certainly     hampered  on   that  point. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  on 
another  question,  the  question  of  com- 
pensation, and  here  I  agree  with  a  good 
deal  of  what  was  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Dublin, 
that  we  are  in  a  more  difficult  position, 
because  the  Bill  is  not  quite  a  financiil 
measure  or  quite  a  temperance  reform 
measure.  It  is  an  unfortunate  blend. 
I  believe  that  if  the  Government  had  gone 
on  the  question  of  the  reduction  of 
licences  alone,  they  would  have  got  all 
the  reductions  theywanted,  without  much 
objection  from  anybody,  so  long  as  the 
monopoly  value  was  retained.  It  de- 
pends very  much  on  -vh&t  is  put  first 
and  foremost,  the  temperance  side  or  the 
financial  side.  So  long  as  you  are  going 
to  resume  the  monopoly  value,  it  is 
impossible  that  any  loan  could  be  fioated 
in  tim.  to        off  t^^j^^ 
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in  fhe  same  way  as  it  could  be  done 
if  the  monopoly  value  remained  the 
same.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  the 
principle  of  compensation.  It  is  accepted 
in  the  Bill,  and  that  being  so  it  should  be 
fair.  The  Prime  Minister  referred  to  the 
practice  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Colonies,  and  told  us  that  in  those 
countries  licences  were  wiped  out  without 
compensation.  But  it  might  be  pointed 
out  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence in  the  stringency  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Colonies 
and  the  laws  of  this  country.  I 
do  not,  however,  think  there  is  any- 
thing in  that  point,  because  there  is 
only  one  precedent  for  us,  and  that  is 
the  law  of  tMs  country  and  the  prin- 
ciple which  lies  below  it,  which  is  that 
in  the  case  of  any  compulsory  expropria- 
tion compensation  shall  be  given,  and 
that  the  compensation  shall  be  generous. 
Then  in  regard  to  compensation,  the 
Grovemment  have  taken  Schedule  A.  as 
its  basis.  But  it  does  not  take  Schedule 
A.  when  it  has  to  make  money  for  itself, 
because  it  will  go  back  once  more  to  the 
principle  of  the  market  value.  That 
does  not  seem  to  me  quite  fair.  I  think 
that  the  same  basis  ought  to  be  applied 
in  each  case.  I  think  that  where  the 
State  is  goii^  to  provide  compensation 
it  ought  to  be  as  fair  as  thou^  it  was 
going  to  make  money  for  itself.  I  have 
Beaid  it  put  forward  many  times  in 
this  House,  and  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted, that  the  State  should  be  a  model 
employer.  But  it  is  not  only  in  matters 
of  fflnployment  that  the  State  should  be 
a  model.  The  State  ought  also  ,  to  be 
a  model  arbitrator,  especially  when  it 
is  going  to  arbitrate  for  its  own  advan- 
tage. It  is  said  that  public-houses  have 
been  under-assessed.  Very  likely  that 
is  true.  But  I  think  that  if  you  want 
them  assessed  at  their  proper  value, 
a  very  much  better  way  would  be  to 
adopt  the  principle  of  assessment  with 
regard  to  death  duties ;  then  people 
-will  feel  that  the  assessment  is  on  a  better 
scale.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  the  Walton  Division  of  Liverpool 
referred  to  the  question  of  clubs,  and  I 
mupt  say  that  I  thorooghly  agree  with 
him  in  the  view  he  expressed  that  the 
attitude  taken  in  this  Bill  in  regard 
to  clubs  is  not  satisfactory.  I  think 
that  the  evidence  put  before  the  country 
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with  regard  to  clubs  demands  more 
consideration  and  more  stringent  legisla- 
tion. I  know  perfectly  well  that  when 
one  speaks  about  clubs  one  is  on  rather 
dangerous  ground,  and  one  has  to  speak 
very  cw:efully.  But  none  the  less,  I 
think  that  there  is  a  great  deal  that 
ought  to  be  said.  I  am  not  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Walton 
Division,  who  can  take  a  perfectly  in- 
dependent line,  being  a  Member  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  which  does  not 
believe  very  strongly,  if  indeed  at  all, 
in  the  reduction  of  Hceaces,  or  that  the 
reduction  of  facilities  will  have  much 
eSeot  on  drunkenness  in  the  country. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  stand  in  a  different 
position.  I  do  believe  that  the 
growth  of  a  certain  kind  of  club  is 
becoming  a  very  great  menace  and 
danger  to  the  State.  I  believe  it 
is  a  perfectly  well  known  faot  that 
since  this  Bill  was  introduced  nearly 
every  brewing  company  in  a  popnlona 
city  has  been  approached  by  people 
who  wish  to  have  clubs  financed. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  t^e  estima- 
tion of  a  great  many  people  the  safe- 
guards provided  in  this  Bill  are  not 
sufS-cient.  We  have  been  told  that 
Amendments  will  be  welcomed^  I 
think  it  is  very  regrettable  that  those 
extra  safeguards  were  not  inserted  by 
the  Government  on  its  own  authority. 
Certainly,  I  do  not  see  clear  enough 
provisions  in  this  Bill  to  show  that  the 
entertainments  which  are  held  at  clubs 
are  going  to  be  suppressed.  Too  much, 
to  my  mind,  is  left  to  the  licensing 
magistrates.  There  are,  of  course,  very 
good  clubs.  We  have  got  some  in  my  own 
constituency — some  of  them  I  know  per- 
fectly well — that  are  very  well  conducted. 
They  do  not  have  those  entertainments 
which  are  becoming  a  subject  of  scandal. 
The  whole  problem  of  the  danger  which 
I  wish  to  point  out  is  connected  with 
afiUiation.  If  you  look  at  the  advertise- 
ments  in  the  paper  called  Club  Lile^  it  i» 
alwa3rs  Ihe  point  of  affiliation  which  ia 
mentioned,  and  for  my  part,  if  yon  aie  a 
member  of  a  well-conducted  club,  I 
cannot  see  why  you  should  want  to  give 
the  run  of  your  rooms  to  1,250  other 
clubs.  I  think  that  if  the  Grovernment 
were  to  drop  some  of  these  minor  pre- 
cautions whu^h  are  calculated  to  vex  well- 
conducted  dubs  and  wouH"  "d^^With 
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the  great  problem  of  affiliation,  which 
is  the  great  danger,  they  would  be  doing 
very  much  more  good  in  regard  to  clubs 
HhskH  by  the  present  proposals.  Ton  have 
-at  some  of  Uiese  clubs  what  is  practically 
-ft  music  hall  entertainment ;  or,  if  a 
•club  is  in  {aoximity  to  the  ground  where 
fhere  is  a  football  match,  the  advertise- 
ment which  appears  in  the  papers  is 
nccompanied  by  the  suggestion  that 
*'  affiliated  members  will  be  welcome." 
From  the  frequency  of  that  statement 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  this  is  an 
invitation  to  drink  upon  anlicensed 
premises.  The  tTnder-Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  told  us  last  night 
-diat  every  publio-house  was  an  adveitise- 
ment  of  drink.  I  want  to  point  out  also 
that  every  ill-regulated  club  is  a  secret 
opportunity  to  diink,  and  if  you  are 
gomg  to  hAve  drink  you  might  just  as 
well  have  it  as  mack  as  possible  on 
hcensed  |ffemises  under  |»ropeT  control. 
After  all,  those  who  live  in  small  towns 
know  tlu,t  the  man  who  goes  too  often 
to  the  public-house  becomes  a  marked 
man  in  hia  community,  but  if  he  goes 
into  a  club  many  more  times  than  into 
a  public-house  he  is  not  noticed  at  all. 
For  these  reasons  I  hope  that  some 
more  practical  steps  will  be  taken — steps 
which  will  not  at  all  damage  clubs  which 
«zist  for  Bodal  intercourse,  but  which 
will  prevent  the  creation  of  unlicensed 
public-houses.  I  have  spoken  with  very 
great  plainness  this  afternoon  ;  I  stand 
in  the  unusual  position  that  in  this  matter 
I  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  the  rest  of 
my  party,  with  which  I  am  very  ardently 
in  general  sympathy.  I  regret  the  position 
which  I  have  to  take,  but  I  think  that 
it  is  best  to  state  the  facts.  I  recognise, 
we  all  do,  of  course,  that  there  are  great 
clauses  in  this  Bill,  but  I  rely  upon 
the  Government  taking  a  little  more 
upon  its  own  shoulders  and  leaving  less 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  magistrates.  I 
noticed  a  sign  of  that  last  night.  The 
TJnder- Secretary,  in  reference  to  the 
barmaids,  suggested  that  to  prevent 
liardship  there  should  be  devised  some 
form  of  certificate  to  be  given  to  ante- 
1908  barmaids.  I  would  do  nothing  to 
disparage  a  sei  which  I  revere,  but  I 
fear  that,  ten  years  hence,  the  ante- 1908 
barmuds  will  not  be  very  anxious  to 
show  their  certificates.  I  nncerely 
hope  that  the  Prime  minister  will  in- 
Jfr.  J.  E.  W,  Afaum, 
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troduce  some  clauses  into  this  Bill  which 
will  make  it  more  just  as  a  piece  of 
finance,  and  more  adequate  as  a  measure 
of  temperance  reform. 

Mr.  JAMES  FAR££R  (Halifax): 
I  have  been  surprised  by  the  amoont  tA  j 
attention  that  has  been  paid  to  the 
financial  aspect  of  the  measure  and  by 
the  small  amount  of  attention  wluch  has 
been  paid  to  the  question  of  temper- 
ance reform.  I  give  to  l^e  Bill 
in  its  general  character  whatever  sup- 
port is  possible  by  my  vote  and 
voice  both  inside  of  this  House 
and  outside.  I  do  not,  however,  take 
exactly  the  same  point  of  view  with 
regard  to  some  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
which  many  Members  take.  I  belies 
that  the  restriction  of  the  number  of 
licences  does  tend  to  reduce  drtmkenness, 
despite  the  recent  statement  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  the  Walton 
Division  that  there  are  no  statistics  to 
prove  that  fact.  Bat  we  know  that  there 
are  statistics  which  at  least  prove  that  the 
convictions  for  drunkenness  have  been 
materially  reduced  since  the  Act  of  1901 
was  brought  into  operation.  I  want 
however  this  afternoon  to  deal  with  the 
other  portion  of  the  Bill,  which  I  support 
right  through  to  the  end,  though  I  trust 
tlutt  some  arrangement  will  be  made 
whereby  it  will  be  possible  for  those  who 
hold  a  different  position  to  be  able  to 
support  the  Bill  right  through  the  whole 
of  the  clauses.  What  are  the  facts  with 
respect  to  the  drinking  clubs  of  this  i 
country  ?  We  have  had  a  very  graphic 
picture  drawn  of  wicked  Radical  clubs. 
I  know  all  kinds  of  working-men's  clubs. 
1  know  worldng'men's  clubs  which  are 
a  disgrace  to  their  name,  and  I  know 
working-men's  clubs  which  have  -been 
of  real  benefit  to  temperance.  I  should 
like  briefiy  to  quote  from  the  balance* 
sheet  of  the  largest  working-men's  club 
in  England  and  possibly  in  the  world. 
The  town  of  which  I  am  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives is  probably  one  of  the  largest 
club  towns  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  true  to  say  that  the 
statistics  of  drunkenness  in  that  town 
would  bear  favourable  comparison  with 
those  of  any  manufacturing  town  of 
similar  size.  Now  in  this  one  club  to 
which  I  refer  there  are  10,986  members. 

1 1*  "  o>^ffim7@l9^gl^'»  ^^^^ 
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purely  for  social  purposes — I  want  to  be 
qxiite  fair — but  it  ia  a  club  where  drink  is 
sold.  I  want  to  use  it  as  an  illustration 
to  show  how  the  clauses  in  this  Bill 
relating  to  clubs  will  afiect  a  club  of  the 
character  of  that  to  which  I  am  referring. 
With  a  membership  of  10,986,  it  has 
an  average  attendance  of  from  600  to 
1,000  every  n^ht  at  Tarions  meetings. 
The  total  takings  at  the  bar  amount  to 
£2,086  78. 7Jd.,  a  year,  and  of  that  amount, 
the  'secretary  informs  me,  one-third  was 
for  food  and  for  temperance  drinks, 
tobacco  and  cigars.  Therefore,  if  you 
ta^  the  figures  that  are  left,  some  £1,300, 
the  average  is  l|d.  a  week  taken  over  tJie 
whole  memberi^p  of  the  institution. 
That  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  clubs. 
It  is  only  open  for  six  days  a  week  and 
for  fewer  hours  than  the  public-houae. 
To  that  kind  of  club  some  of  the  clauses  of 
this  Bill  will  be  somewhat  irksome.  There 
are  possibly  twenty  or  thirty,  probably 
more,  trade  union  branches  meeting 
there  n^ht  by  night,  and  a  la^e  number 
of  friendly  societies  and  secret  Orders 
such  as  the  Oddfellows,  Foresters,  and  Gar- 
deners. As  the  Bill  stands  at  present,  a 
policeman  can  go  into  the  lodge-room 
and  inspect  these  men.  That  would  be 
a  real  hardship.  I,  though  not  an  ab- 
stainer, am  willing  to  do  all  that  lies  in 
my  power  to  promote  temperance.  I 
know  what  the  evils  of  drunkenness  are 
from  past  e3:perience.  I  have  been  in 
the  trade  and  know  it  from  both  sides. 
Iict  us  for  a  moment  note  how  this  police 
inspection  will  affect  clubs.  By  this 
measure  obvioiisly  we  want  to  prevent 
the  bogus  club,  the  purely  drinking  club, 
irom  continuing  its  existence.  Are  we 
going  to  do  that  by  police  inspection  1 
The  police  have  had  every  opportunity 
under  the  existing  law  to  close  scores  of 
public-houses  that  certainly  ought  not 
to  have  existed.  We  want  inspection 
of  clubs,  but  inspection  of  another 
order  entirely.  We  want  inspection  by 
some  person  who  can  look  at  the  balance- 
sheet  and  see  whether  it  is  being  con- 
■ducted  merely  for  the  purpose  of  drmking. 
It  is  no  advantage  to  send  a  policeman, 
who  finds  a  drunken  man  on  the  premises 
and  declares  that  the  club  should  be 
closed.  You  want  something  more.  I 
take  it  that  those  of  us  who  are  genuinely  in 
support  of  the  Bill  want  to  prevent  a 
club  iMing  established  where  a  brewer 


has  one  of  his  houses  closed.  How 
far  can  we  effect  that  by  anything  ia  the 
Bill  ?  It  would  be  possible,  I  submit, 
to  introduce  a  provision  that  where 
any  facility  for  drinking  is  taken 
away,  within  an  area  to  be  prescribed 
no  further  facilities  should  be  laid 
down.  That  would  be  a  distinct 
advantage  as  compared  with  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill.  Then  there  is  the 
question  of  objection.  As  the  Bill  stands 
any  man  can  object  to  the  renewal  of 
registration.  If  we  had  the  right  kind 
of  inspecting  officer — we  suggest  an 
Inland  Revenue  officer,  a  supervisor  or  ex- 
ciseman who  has  undergmsaCivil  Service 
examination  and  would,  understand  from 
the  club  accounts  whether  it  was  serving 
its  purpose— he  would  be  the  person  to 
object.  But  it  is  a  wrong  thing  entirely 
to  give  power  to  any  Tom,  Dick  or  Harry 
to  lay  an  objection  gainst  a  club.  It 
may  be  a  man  who  has  been  turned  out, 
and  he  may  do  it  for  spite.  There  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  leaving  that 
clause  as  it  stands  if  we  desire  to  asiist 
the  bona  fide  club  and  to  put  down  the 
bogus  club.  The  clause  which  deals 
with  the  question  of  the  sale  of  liquor 
off,  as  it  stands,  is  not  in  any  way  a 
temperance  clause.  Then,  I  think,  the 
penalty  is  too  high,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
ihit  in  Committee  thit  will  be  remedied. 
It  may  seempecidiar  support  of  the  Bill  to 
criticise  these  clauses  in  relation  to  clubs, 
but  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  any  mea- 
sure which  will  do  away  with  bogus 
clubs.  We  want  a  clause  in  this  Bill 
which  will  absolutely  prohibit  a  club 
which  is  tied  to  a  brewery.  That  kind 
of  club  should  go  at  once.  Every 
member  who  desires  to  see  the  idea), 
club  establi^ed  will  be  prepared  to 
vote  against  that  kind  of  thing.  I 
believe  the  working  men's  clubs  will 
be  the  first  to  agree  that  the  club  that 
is  tied  to  a  brewer  should  go  by  the 
board.  I  say,  as  one  who  has  served 
some  portion  of  his  life  behind  the  bar 
of  a  public-house,  and  who  has  gone 
to  public-houses  right  from  boyhood,  that 
it  is  high  time  this  House,  whatever 
may  be  the  financial  proposals,  should 
tackle  this  question  of  the  excessive 
drinking  habits  of  the  people.  Go  into 
the  slums  of  our  large  cities  where  you 
see  drunkenness  at  its  worst,  not  always 
because  of  the  quantity  ooiisma9d.lbut 
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because  the  people  have  no  food  in  their 
stomachs,  and  buy  drink  with  their  last 
shillingB  and  coppers,  and  are  drunk 
almost  before  they  start  to  take  it.  In 
addition  to  that,  the  Return  issued 
by  the  Home  Secretary  a  few  days 
ago  contains  evidence  as  to  women 
and  children  who  have  been  watched  to 
enter  public-houses — thousands  of  chil- 
dren under  five  years  of  age.  That 
should  be  sufficient  to  induce  any  man 
who  desires  the  good  of  his  country  to 
vote  for  a  Bill  of  this  character.  As  to 
the  justice  of  the  time-limit  T  hope  the 
Government  vij^W  stand  firm.  Fourteen 
years  is  ample.  That  which  the  people 
have  given  through  their  representatives 
in  this  House  to  the  big  brewing  com- 
panies or  to  the  licensees,  the  people 
have  a  perfect  right  to  taike  arw&y.  The 
brewer  has  never  paid  ioi  it.  The 
licence-holder  has  never  paid  for  it.  All 
that  he  has  paid  for  has  been  the  value 
of  his  licence.  And  as  for  the  widow  and 
orphan,  since  this  Bill  came  in,  I  have 
heard  of  more  widows  than  I  knew  lived. 
The  poor  widow,  so-called,  who  has  her 
investment  in  breweries  was  robbed  long 
before  this  Bill  was  introduced.  I  had 
offered  to  me  some  time  ago  £1  brewery 
shares  for  Is.  6d.  a  share.  Where  had 
the  18s.  6d.  gone  1  Certainly  this 
Licensing  Bill  had  not  robbed  the  poor 
widows  who  were  shareholders.  The  Bill 
would  lose  much  of  its  value  if  the 
Government  compromised  this  question 
of  a  time-limit  and  extended  it  long  above 
the  fourteen  ^rs.  I  support  the  Bill 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  an  equit- 
able Bill  to  the  brewery  shareholders, 
in  the  main  to  be  a  measure 
whic^vwill  assist  in  promoting  temper- 
ance. But  1  believe  that  before  we  can 
thoroughly  deal  with  this  traffic  we  shall 
have  to  do  something  more  than  improve 
our  licensing  laws.  We  shall  have  to  go 
down  to  the  root  of  the  problem,  and 
probably  the  State  will  have  itself  to 
assume  the  management  and  control  in 
the  days  that  are  coming  before  we  can 
deal  with  the  traffic. 

*Mb.  WHITBREAD  (Huntingdonshire, 
Himtingdon) :  Almost  at  the  close  of  the 
second  day's  debate  on  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  I  think  we  have 
arrived  at  this  position,  that  whatever 

Mr.  James  Parkar. 


gain  this  Bill  may  achieve  for  the  cause 
of  temperance  is  a  matter  largely  of 
opinion,  and ,  at  all  events,  of  unctftainty. 
It  will  depend  upon  the  experience  of 
years  to  come,  and  its  value  will  be 
appraised  by  the  verdict  of  persons 
other  than  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
debate  to-night.  Another  thing  that  is 
certain  is  that  this  is  a  measure,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  temperance, 
but  one  of  a  very  drastic  and  far-reaching 
financial  nature.  It  is  a  measnre  aimed 
and  directed,  I  think,  avowedly — after 
the  speeches  from  the  Front  Bench 
yesterday — against  not  only  a  single 
trade  but  a  single  portion  of  that  trade. 
The  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  yester- 
day went  very  far  in  that  direction, 
and  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home 
Office,  if  I  may  vmture  to  say  so,  like 
an  Eastern  Mullah  raising  recruits  for  a 
holy  war,  carried  his  operations  into  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  assured  the  House 
that  he  had  discovered  that  the  rascals 
were  actually  laying  by  reserve  funds.  I 
should  have  thought  that  a  brewing 
company  who  had  had  the  forethou^t 
and  the  means — instead  of  distributing 
a  large  amount  of  profit  by  way  of  divi- 
dend— to  lay  a  certain  amount  of  their 
profit  to  a  reserve  fund,  would  have  come 
rather  within  the  category,  indicated  by 
the  Prime  Minister,  of  ^e  trader  who 
had  conducted  his  business  in  a  prudent 
manner,  and  would  be  such  a  man  as 
would  deserve  the  favourable  considera- 
tion of  the  Government  in  considering 
his  financial  position  as  affected  by  this 
Bill.  But,  if  I  understood  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Office  aright, 
he  rather  seemed  to  indicate  that  the 
possession  of  a  reserve  fund  was  an 
additional  reason  for  dealing  in  a 
drastic  manner  with  the  trader  in 
question.  That  was  the  impression 
^at  was  conveyed  to  my  mind. 
This  Bill  will  affect  a  single  trade  which 
has  been  described  by  the  Prime  Minister 
as  a  lawful  trade,  a  trade  recognised  by 
the  Legislature,  and  a  trade  investors  in 
which  are  entitled  to  the  same  amount  of 
protection  and  security  at  the  hands  of 
Parliament  as  the  investors,  in  any  other 
commercial  undertaking.  The  Prime 
Minister's  words  were  quoted  3re8terday, 
and  I  will  not  quote  them  again  to  their 
full  extent,  but,,hejS^i4^<spea^ing  to  a 


1321 


{29  April  1908}  Bill 


1322 


depatation  which  approached  him  in 
November  last — 

"  Spnknu:  for  my  coUeagara  as  well  u  for 
myaelf,  so  far  as  we  are  ccracemed  we  nball 
certMiiIy  bring  forward  no  proposals  whkh 
will  have  the  tendency  or  the  effect —  " 

of  which  the  deputation  complained. 
When  those  words  were  quoted  the 
Prime  Minister  intervened  and  said  he 
had  added  a  further  sentence.  That  is 
quite  true.  Having  stated,  with  em- 
phasis, that  the  Grovernment  would 
not  bring  forward  legislation  which 
would  have  a  confiscatory  effect  on  the 
trade,  he  went  on  to  say — 

*'  1  Bay  this,  however,  without  prejudice 
to  the  question,  where  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
great^  difference  of  opinion  will  exiBt,  as  to 
the  precise  point  where  interference  eods  and 
omifisoatoiy  aotiim  begins." 

It  is  precisely  from  that  point  of  view 
tiiat  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
Bill  to-night.  Does  it  or  does  it  not 
pass  the  point  where  1  jgitimate  in- 
terference ends  and  confiscatory  action 
begins  ?  What  is  the  position  at  the 
present  time  ?  I  take  the  case  of  a 
brewing  company  of  which  I  have  some 
infoTmation.  Theexisting  compensation 
levy  exacted  from  that  company  re- 
presents an  amount  of  money  practi- 
cally equal  to  1  per  cent,  dividend 
on  their  ordinary  share  capital — it  re- 
presents the  difference  between  a  5  per 
cent,  and  a  4  per  cent,  dividend.  During 
the  three  years  of  the  operation  of  the 
existing  Act  that  company  has  had  some 
fifteen  houses  suppressed,  with  com* 
pensation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
amount  dravfn  from  them  by  way  of 
compensation  levy  has  been  about 
balanced  by  the  amount  they  have  re- 
ceived as  compensation  for  the  houses 
suppressed ;  so  that  their  position  to-day 
is  this — a  certain  sum  of  money  has 
been  taken  from  one  pocket  and  returned 
to  the  other,  and  they  have  lost  the 
trade  of  these  fifteen  houses.  That  is  not 
a  position  of  which  I  am  in  any  way 
desirous  of  complaining  or  protesting 
against.  But  the  process  of  reduction 
under  the  present  Act  is,  according  to  the 
advocates  of  this  Bill,  too  slow  and  re- 
quires to  be  quickened  up,  and  the  process 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  quicken  it 
up  is  to  upset  and  reverse  what  is 
known  as  the  Kennedy  judgment.  I 
am  not  going  to  discuss  the  inherent 

YOLCLXXXm  [Fourth  SiBiBS.] 


vice  which  the  Prime  Minister  has  dis- 
covered in  that  judgment.  I  may  have 
a  partial  affection  for  it  myself,  because 
it  so  happens  that  the  County  Licensing 
Committee,  of  which  I  am  the  chairman, 
had  the  very  problem  before  them  about 
a  fortnight  before  tbe  judgment  was 
pronounced,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
authoritative  guide  from  the  Divisional 
Court  we  had  to  do  the  best  we  could 
in  the  matter  and  the  decisicm  we  came 
to  was  practically  the  same  es  w^s  after- 
wards laid  down  by  Hr.  Justice  Kennedy, 
so  thit  I  think  it  is  a  sound  and  fair  one. 
I  only  want  to  point  out  vfh.it  would  be 
the  effect  on  the  firm  I  hive  mentioned 
under  the  operations  of  this  Bill.  If  the 
Bill  passes  the  same  amount  will  be 
drawn  annually  from  them  in  the  form  of 
compensafaon  levy,  and  Hhfij  will  get  in 
return  in  respect  of  each  house  suppressed 
in  the  future  a  sum  equal  to  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  present  compensation  they 
would  receive.  That  in  itself  seems 
to  me  to  approach  dangerously  near 
the  point  where  legitimate  interference 
ends  and  confiscatory  action  begins. 
[Opfobitxon  cheers].  Further,  under  the 
time-limit  now  proposed,  this  compensa- 
tion— ^inadequate  as  it  seems  to  me — 
will  tend  to  diminish  year  by  year. 
That  is  to  say,  the  houses  suppressed 
during  the  first  of  that  series  of 
fourteen  years,  and  which,  other  things 
being  equal,  are  presumed  to  be  tbe 
worst  houses,  will  receive  a  larger  share 
of  the  compensation  than  the  houses 
suppressed  in  fthe  succeeding  years. 
The  compensation,  therefore,  to  the 
worst  class  of  houses  will  be  much 
greater  than  the  compensation  for  tbe 
better  class  of  houses.  That  in  itself  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  very  admirable  disposi- 
tion of  the  modified  fund  for  compensa- 
tion which  is  going  to  exist  under  this  Bilh 
The  compensation  will  dwindle  down  from 
about  one-fifth  of  the  present  compensa- 
tion during  the  first  of  the  fourteen  years 
until  it  reaches  almost  vanishing  point 
in  the  last  of  the  fourteen  years.  As 
years  go  on  the  inadequacy  of  the 
compensation  will  increase,  whilst  the 
levy  extracted  from  the  pockets  of 
the  trade  will  remain  the  same  as  it  is 
to-day.  The  Prime  SGnister  yesterday 
asked  those  who  are  in  the  p3sition  of 
opposing  this  Bill  to  give  a  definite  answer 
to  the  question  whietbef ,  they,  ai^tted 
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the  principle  of  the  time-limit.  I  am  sorr}- 
to  say  that,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  I 
am  not  at  all  enamoured  of  it,  because 
to  me  it  seems  to  be  an  attempt  to 
mortgage  the  action  of  I^rliament.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  attempt  to  bind  the 
State  fourteen  or  twenty-one  years  hence 
to  do  something  which  everyone  knows 
it  cannot  and  dare  not  do  to-day. 
I  think  that  is  a  bad  principle,  but  as  a 
matter  of  practice  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
that  a  time-limit  may  be  a  convenient 
and  practical  means  of  getting  out  of  a 
difficalt-.y  insuperable  by  any  other  means. 
I  will,  however,  proceed  with  my  a^u- 
ment  as  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  this 
Bill.  At  the  end  of  fourteen  years  one- 
third  of  the  existing  houses  will  have 
been  closed  under  this  scheme,  and  the 
remaining  two-thirds,  numbering  60,000 
odd  houses  in  all,  are  to  lose  their  licence 
value  and  goodwill  with  no  compensation 
at  all.  That  is  to  say,  the  unfortunate 
investor  in  brewery  securities  is  to  con- 
tinue for  fourteen  years  to  pay  to 
the  State  1  per  cent,  dividend  on  his 
ordinary  shares  by  way  of  insurance 
and  in  return  for  that  he  will  receive 
from  one-fifth  of  the  present  compensa- 
tion down  to  a  vanishing  sum  altogether. 
Therefore  he  will  part  with  one-third  of 
his  property  during  those  fourteen  years 
for  quite  an  inadequate  return,  and  he  will 
lose  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  his 
property  with  no  return  at  all.  Then  if 
he  survi\'ie8  that  point,  subject  to  local 
veto— a  machinery  of  vague  and  doubtful 
application — he  will  then  be  invited  to 
compete  at  auction  if  he  is  still  alive  in 
a  financial  sense  to  recover  something 
of  what  was  yesterday  his  property,  but 
which  has  since  been  taken  over  by  the 
State.  According  to  this  Bill  I  beUeve 
he  will  have  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  Com- 
mission which  will  have  to  sit  to  decide 
this  question.  I  understand,  however, 
that  the  provision  which  provides  that 
the  cost  of  the  Commission  is  to  be 
saddled  upon  the  trade  is  to  be  mercifully 
removed  from  the  pTo^isions  of  the  Bill. 
As  a  matter  of  equity  the  whole  process 
resembles  the  cutting  off  of  a  man's  legs, 
and  then  punishing  him  on  the  ground 
that  he  has  no  visible  means  of  support. 
I  think  this  certainly  passes  the  point 
where  legitimate  interference  can  be  said 
to  end  and  confiscatory  action  begins. 
We  were  told  yesterday  quite  rightly 
Mr.  WTatbread. 


that  there  is  considerable  doubt  and  mis- 
apprehension as  to  what  is  the  meaning 
of  the  term  "monopoly  value."  If 
I  gathered  otnrectly  the  words  of  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Under-Secietazy 
for  the  Home  OfiKce,  it  is  proposed  to 
confine  and  restrict  the  monopoly  value, 
which  will  have  to  be  paid  for  after  the 
fourteen  years  time-limit  expires,  to  a 
a  sum  which  will  be  represented  by  the 
difference  between  the  rateable  valae  o! 
the  house  with  a  licence  and  the  house 
without  a  licence.  If  that  is  so  it  is 
of  course  true  ih^t  that  will  repre- 
sent a  smaller  burden,  although  it  will 
be  a  serious  burden,  than  would  be 
the  case  if  the  lines  of  the  Kennedy 
judgment  were  adhered  to  and  the 
goodwill  and  the  wholesale  profit 
were  included  in  the  monopoly  value. 
But  I  am  a  little  doubtful  as  to  whether 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  secure 
that  the  restrictions  will  always  hold 
good.  Let  us  teke  the  case  of  what  will 
happen  in  the  future  when  the  monopoly 
value  is  restricted  by  some  such  limits 
as  I  have  indicated.  It  may  be  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  be 
in  want  of  money.  Tariff  reform  will 
probably  have  been  tried,  and  wUl  have 
failed  to  come  up  to  all  tiiat  is  entected 
of  it.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer 
will,  in  that  case,  if  we  may  judge  from 
experience,  almost  inevitably  cast  his 
eyes  to  that  well-known  beast  of  burden 
the  licensed  trade,  and  he  will  say : 
"Here  is  a  trade  paying  only  a  small 
sum  for  a  small  consideration,  an  annual 
licence,  which  has  to  be  applied  for  in 
order  to  be  renewed  each  year,"  and 
almost  inevitably  it  will  occur  to  him  that 
if  the  tenure  of  these  licences  were  a 
lease  of  seven,  fourteen,  or  twenty-one 
years,  it  would  become  a  valuable  and 
more  secure  property,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  for  the  State  to  claim  a  certain 
amount  of  that  value  from  the  licensee. 
They  woidd  immediately  have  conferred 
on  them  an  added  value,  and  competi- 
tion to  obtain  them  would  inevitably 
be  set  up.  The  State  would  then  find,  as 
it  has  foimd  in  the  past,  that  it  has 
conferred  a  valuable  right  of  property 
upon  persons  who  have  paid  inadequately 
to  the  Exchequer  in  return  for  it.  So 
the  whole  vicious  circle  would  be  repeated : 
there  would  be  a  rush  of  speculation,  and 
another  measur*^  wpwld^be  brpjaght  in 
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for  the  pmpose  of  eztractmg  more  from  tion  ia  to  be  made — there  is  no  permiasive 
the  oofiers  of  the  trade.    That  is  an  nature  about  it — the  official  ia  instructed 
objection  which  I  foresee  to  be  brought  that  the  whole  property  ia  to  be  valued 
againsttheproposaltodefinethe monopoly  upon  the  assomption  that  the  licence  will 
value  at  the  end  of  the  time-limit.    1 1  continue  to   be  renewed  durintr  the 
agree  with  the  remarks  which  fell  this  |  lifetime  of  the  successor,  because  without 
afternoon  from  the  hon.  Member  for  j  a  licence  there  can  be  no  goodwill  in  the 
0>ventrj  in  his  able  and  forcible  speech,  j  valuation  of  the  property.   That  is  a 
He  could  not  understand  the  meaning  of  i  very  definite,  distmct  corroboration  of 
the    word  "  resume  "   mentioned    in  j  my  contention  that  the  State,  through  its 
connection  with  the  monopoly  value, .  officials,  has  always  and  does  to-day 
and  I  do  not  see  how  the  State  can  be  j  recognise  the  expectancy  of  the  licenoe- 
aaid  to  "  zesume  *'  a  property  or  light  <  holder's  renewal  of  his  licence.  The 
Thich  it  has  never  secured  for  itself.  ,  Prime  BGnistez  yesterday  asked  for  the 
The  foreign  anarchist,  when  he  finds  an  j  date  of  that  document.   The  date  is  very 
inconvenient  police  officer  in  his  path,  lemarkable.   It  is  the  year  1890.  After 
never  proposes  to  assassinate  or  murder  i  the  original  isaae  of  these  instmotions  in 
him,  but  passes  a  zesolation  that  the  j  1891,  there  was  pionoonced  tiie^'famous 
officer  in  question  is  condemned  to  be  ,  judgment  in  the  case  of  Sharp  v.  Wake- 
**  removed   ;  and  in  the  same  way  the  !  field,  which  is  supposed  to  have  opened 
(»iomoters  of  this  Bill  are,  I  thinly  rather  >  the  eyes  of  the  public  icx  the  first  time  to 
squeamish  in  their  phraseology  when  the  great  and  mdisputable  fact  that  tiie 
they  talk  about  resuming  a  property,  a  .  licence  is  issued  for  one  year,  and  one 
right,  which  the  State  has  never  In  recent  \  year  only.   If  that  judgment  meant  all 
bistory  proposed  to  arrogate  to  itself,  that  was  claimed  for  it  and  was  pro- 
The  expectation  of  the  renewal  of  a  \  nounced  just  one  year    after  these 
licence  has  over  and  over  again  in  { instructions  to  the  officials  of  the  Inland 
■our  Courts  been  treated  as  a  property  .  Revenue  Board,  it  was  sorely  the  duty 
■assessable,  taxable  —  a   property   t^e  {  of  that  board  at  once  to  cancel  the  in- 
owner  of  which  has  a  ri^t  to  be  se-  structions  and  instruct  their  officials 
cured  in  the  possession  of  it.    Take  I  that  licences  were  only  for  one  year  and 
the  case  of  the  trustees  of  the  Somers  |  that  property  held  under  a  licence  of  that 
estate.    In    that   case  the  Divisional ,  kind  was  to  be  valued  accordingly.  Bat 
Court    held     that     the    expectation  :  did  they  do  m%    These  instructions 
of    the   renewal  of   the   licence  was :  were  not  withdrawn,  and  they  continue 
to  such  an  extent  a  property  which  \  in  force  to  this  day.   In  view  of  the  long- 
they  ought  to   recognise   that   they  \  continued  consistent  practice  of  the 
granted  an  injunction  on  the  appli- 1  Inland  Revenue  authorities  it  is  nothing 
cation   of   the    trustees   for  the   re-  '  less  than  a  juggling  with  words  to^say 
mainderman  to  restrain  the  tenant  for  I  that  the  expectation  of  the  renewal  of  a 
life  from  doing  an  act  which  would  have  '  licence  is  not  a  property  which  a  man 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  value  of  the  ;  has  a  right  to  hold  and  in  which  he  has 
licence.   Reference  has  been  made  more  1  a  right  to  be  confirmed  and  protected 
than  once  in  the  course  of  the  debate  to  by  the  Legislature.   Again,  I  say  that 
a  much  more  practical  recognition  of  the  '  in  dealing  with  the  expectation  of  the 
■expectancy  of  renewal  which  existed  in  [  renewal  of  the  licence  in  the  manner 
the  shape  of  a  Retdm  which  the  hon.  in  which  this  Bill  proposes  to  deal 
and  learned  Member  for  the  Walton  '  with  it,  it  is  proposing  to  pass  beyond 
Division  of  Liverpool  has  quoted — the  ,  the  point  where  legitimate  interference 
instructions  issued  in  1890,  signed  by  Sir  i  ends  and   confiscatory  action  begins. 
Algernon  West,  who  was  at  that  time  the  j  When  this  return  was  first  alluded  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board   of   Inland  j  Prime  Minister  justified  the  proposal  of 
Revenue,  indicating  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  by  quoting  as  a  simUe  the  case 
licensed  properties  were  to  be  assessed  for  of  the  owner  of  a  racehorse,  and  said  the 
the  purpose  of  death  duties.  It  goes  value  of  a  racehorse  depends  upon  the 
through  the  whole  category  of  every  form  probability  of  its  winning  large  stakes  in 
of  interest  in  licensed  property,  and  a  j  a  race.    That  is  an  uncertain  probability, 
note  is  appended  stating  that  the  assump- 1  and  yet  if  it  W£»  ,.9  qii^stioU/Oi^azation 
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the  authorities  would  be  justified  in 
CBtimating  its  value  at  the  highest  sum  it 
would  fetch  in  the  open  market  exactly 
in  the  same  way  as  these  instructions 
estimate  the  value  of  licensed  property. 
But  the  simile  is  not  altogether  justi- 
fiable, because  if  the  Prime  Minister  was 
dealing  with  a  racehorse  instead  of 
licensed  property  I  am  afraid  he  would 
lie  under  the  imputation  of  trying  to 
nobble  the  animal — I  think  that  is  the 
phrase — in  such  a  way  as  to  prejudice 
his  chance  of  winning  the  race  or  even 
acquiring  the  greater  value  which  attaches 
to  thoroughbred  animala  in  their  later 
and  more  luxurious  yeaxa. 

I  now  pass  to  another  matter.  What 
probabiUty  is  there  of  this  BUI  efEecting 
any  great  or  material  advantage  in  the 
cause  of  temperance  ?  I  at  once  freely 
admit  that  where  there  is  a  reasonable 
probability  of  any  great  public  advantage 
then  theright^sof  private  individuals  may 
be  modified,  and  even  in  extreme  cases 
disregarded.  I  now  pass  to  the  con- 
siderations which  belong  to  the  cate- 
gory of  probability  and  conjecture.  I 
think  it  is  generally  admitted — and 
it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation — that 
during  the  last  few  years  the  people  of 
this  country  have  been  advancing  in 
sobriety.  Every  year  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  almost  reluc- 
tantly, from  a  financial  point  of  view, 
pointed  to  the  diminishing  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 
From  that  it  follows  that  if  this  Bill  when 
it  passes  and  becomes  law  is  going  to 
show  any  great  gain  for  temperance,  it 
will  have  to  show  a  good  deiU.  It  will 
have  to  show  that  we  are  not  only  main- 
taining the  preunt  rate  of  progress  in 
temperance  but  effecting  a  material  ac- 
celeration of  that  rate  of  progress.  Every 
speaker,  and  alm(»t  every  writer,  who 
has  dealt  with  this  question  has  been 
driven  to  admit  that  there  is  no  real 
correspondence  between  the  figures  of 
the  diminution  of  drunkenness  in  the 
country  and  the  reduction  of  licences. 
It  is  quite  easy  to  set  up  one  set  of 
figures  which  will  show  that  the  reduction 
of  licences  has  produced  a  great  and 
immediate  gain  to  temperance,  but 
immediately  afterwards  another  set  of 
figures,  equally  reliable,  will  diow  tliat 
in  another  part  of  the  country  exactly 
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the  reverse  had  followed.  That  is  only 
another  case  where  figures  supply 
brilliant  illustrations,  but  are  quite 
brittle  and  unreliable  when  used  as  a 
matter  of  a^ument.  I  think  that  for  the 
first  time  during  the  debate,  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  regulation  of  clubs, 
I  do  not  want  to  quote  any  more  or  1m» 
comical  advertisements  which  are  issued 
by  these  clubs,  although  I  have  a  copy 
of  the  journal  referred  to.  It  would 
be  comical,  if  it  were  not  rather  pathetic, 
to  notice  the  attractions  which  are  almost 
univOTsally  held  out  to  induce  persona 
to  visit  these  clubs,  during  the  houia 
which  ought  to  be  devot^  to  divine 
service  of  some  sort  or  another.  I 
strongly  support  the  hon.  Members  who 
have  emphasised  the  fact  that  unless 
the  unrestricted  hours  and  opportunities 
for  the  consumption  of  alcoholic  drmk 
in  these  increasingly  numerous  clubs  are 
much  more  drastically  dealt  with  than 
at  present  under  this  Bill,  it  is  a  mere 
farce  to  pretend  that  you  are  gcnng  to 
achieve  any  great  advance  towards  tem- 
perance by  merely  adding  further  burdens 
on  carefully  supervised  public-hoiwes* 
The  Government  have  announced  that 
they  are  open  to  consider  Amendments 
upon  the  club  clauses,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  they  are  likely  to  be  pressed,  and 
quite  as  strongly  and  effectively  pressed,, 
to  consider  Amendments  from  the  point 
of  view  of  those  who  wish  to  increase 
these  clubs  as  from  those  who  wish 
more  drastic  and  firmer  regulations. 
At  any  rate,  I  can  find  no  solid  ground 
in  the  provisioiu  of  this  Bill  to  assure 
me  that  the  gain  which  it  will  promote 
to  the  cause  of  temperance  is  in  any 
way  sufficient  and  sufficiently  certain 
to  warrant  what  I  consider  the  unduly 
drastic  provisions  that  it  proposes  to 
impose  on  the  owners  of  licensed  pro- 
perty. I  have  one  other  objection  to 
the  Bill,  and  that  is  the  objection  which 
his  already  been  pointed  out,  viz., 
that  this  Bill  is  hailed  from  one  quarter 
of  the  House,  not  for  what  it  does  or 
proposes  to  do  in  the  direction  of  temper- 
ance reform,  but  as  a  first  and  important 
step  in  that  Socialist  policy  of  acquiring 
without  compensation  the  means  of 
production  and  distribution  throughout 
the  country.  Hitherto,  the  advocacy 
of  such  a  policy  .has  been  left  to  the 
less  responsible  ||l^eiiibei9_  Qf  jthb.  House, 
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but  I  cannot  regard,  frith  anything 
like  confidence,  a  measure  promoted 
by  the  Government  of  the  day,  which 
18  80  graphically  characterUed  by  an 
hon.  Member  who  writes  that — 

■"  Oa  thp  whole  thia  Bill  is  one  which 
Socialists  may  welcome,  not  so  ranch  for  what 
it  will  do  immediately,  but  as  to  the  future 
poMibilitien  it  opens  out  in  the  direction  of  the 
policy  which  they  advocate." 
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Upon  these  grounds  I  regret — and 
«eriou8ly  regret— to  find  myself  unable 
to  vote  for  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill.   I  am  one  of  those  who  would 

be  very  glad — I  would  sacrifice  a  jjreat 
ileal  to  see  placed  on  the  Statute-book 
a  measure  which  was  just  and  equit- 
able in  its  provisions  and  would  tend 
to  some  permanent  settlement  of  a 
question  which  has  been  too  long 
unsettled.  If  in  the  course  of  its  pro- 
gress through  Committee  this  Bill  is 
remodelled  and  altered  in  the  directions 
I  have  attempted  to  indicate,  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  be  able  to  support  it 
on  the  Third  Reading.  I  am  sure  the 
Prime  Biinister  will  not  refuse  to  believe 
me  when  I  say  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
sincere  regret  to  me  not  to  be  able  to 
follow  him  through  the  Lobby  on  the 
first  of  what  I  trust  will  be  many  oc- 
casions when  he  will  lead  a  majority 
of  the  House  in  a  division  during  this 
Parliament.  But  holding  as  I  do  the 
view  that  this  measure  will  inflict  un- 
deeerved  inju'ittce  on  a  large  number 
of  persons  in  thu  country  without 
securing  any  adequate  gain  to  the  cause 
of  temperance,  I  am  reluotantly  obliged 
to  oppose  its  Second  Readinr. 

Mb.  CAMERON  CORBETT  (GUsgow, 
Tradeston) :  An  hon.  Member  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  objected  to  oar 
bringing  into  this  discussion  any  ana- 
logies from  different  parts  of  the  world, 
as  to  the  treatment  of  expectation  of 
renewal.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
may  get  rid  of  a  great  many  ambiguities 
if  we  review  all  analogies  as  to  expecta- 
tion of  renewal  from  whatever  quarter, 
they  come.  In  the  United  States  we 
have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  Blue-book 
that  in  no  sii^le  case  in  any  State  has 
any  compensation  been  granted  for  non- 
roiewal  of  a  licence,  nor  has  any  time- 
limit  been  given  to  the  existence  of  the 
Uoeoce.  In  no  province  in  the  Dominion 


of  Canada  where  licences  have  been 
l^islated  upon  has  any  time-limit  bem 
given  nor  c<ftnpensation  awarded.  In 
the  European  States  the  same  policy  has 
been  followed.   In  Norway  and  Sweden, 
when  a  change  was  made  in  the  licensing 
system  to  public  control  or  local  veto, 
there  was  no  time-limit  or  compensation 
awarded  to  the  then  holders  of  licences. 
In  Fiance,  in  the  time  of  Napoleon  III., 
a  great  reduction  was  made  in  the  number 
of  licences  without  a  time-limit  or  com- 
pensation.  In  Russia  the  system  of 
licences  was  swept  away  in  favotr  of 
the  nationalisation  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
but  there,  too,  there  was  no  time-limit  or 
compenration,  l^e  theory  being  that 
licences  were  granted  for  one  year  and 
one  year  only.   The  licensee  got  the 
benefit    where    renewal    took  place 
and  the  disadvantage  when  the  Hcenoe 
was  taken  away.   It  is  true  that  in  certain 
Australian  Colonies  a  time-notice  was 
given,  but  in  no  part  of  the  world  has 
more  generous  consideration  been  shown 
for  the  expectation  of  renewal  than  the 
fourteen  years  time-limit  given  in  tius 
Bill.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  prove 
that  thia  is  unfair  treatment ;  that  you 
do    not    take   away    the  property  ot 
the  landlords  at   the   end  of  fourteen 
years.   But  in  the  case  of  land  the 
only  expectation  of  renewal  is  the  land- 
lord's expectation,   not  the  tenant's. 
I  happen  to  have  the  happiest  relations 
with  the  tenants  on  the  Rowallan  estate, 
where  they  and  their  families  have  been 
in  occupancy  of  holdings  for  400  years. 
But    none    of   these    tenants  main- 
tain that  there  is  any  right  as  against 
the  landlord  to  a  freehold  interest  in 
their  farms  because  of  an  expectation 
of  a  renewal  of  their  tenancy.   I  look 
to  the  possibilities  of  this  measure  from 
the  temperance  point  of  view.   I  say 
no  word  against  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  Bill.   I  believe  that  they  act  as 
sincerely  as  I  do  in  supporting  it.   All  the 
agencies  throughout  the  country,  whether 
Church  of  England  or  Nonconformist, 
whether  mainly  Liberal  or  mainly  Con- 
servative,   in   fovour   of  temperance, 
believe  that  this  Bill  will  materially  assist 
their  efforts  in  that  cause.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  show  that  legislative 
efforts  would  not  materially  assist  the 
cause   of  temperance.   Anybody  who 
Imows  Scotland  is  aware  ^^Uiat  Sanday 
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doBing  has  largely  diminidied  dranken- 
ness.  Attempts  have  been  made  in 
Bnglsnd  to  discredit  Sunday  closing, 
but  they  are  not  made  in  Scotland,  ia 
no  part  of  Scotland  is  there  any  belief  in 
that.  English  newspapers  sometimes  say 
that  in  Glasgow  Sunday  is  the  most 
drunken  day  of  the  week,  but  if  the 
BtatisticB  are  taken  from  eight  o'clock  on 
Sunday  morning  to  eight  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning  so  as  to  clear  responsi- 
Inlity  for  the  Saturday  night  drinking, 
it  is  found  that  drunkenness  on  Sunday 
is  on}y  one-sixtieth  part  of  the  drunken- 
ness during  the  whole  week,  and  instead 
of  Stmday  being  the  most  drunken 
,  day  in  the  week  it  has  now  only 
a  ten&  of  the  avenge  dmnktdonfles 
of  any  oth«r  day  in-  the  week. 
I  wish  to  deal  with  what  has  been  tried 
elsewhere.  This  measure,  after  the  end 
of  fourteen  years,  does  open  up  splendid 
possibilities,  and  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  onr  own  Colonies  wherever 
public  control  in  the  form  of  local 
veto  has  been  tried  the  people  in- 
cnasingly  believe  in  its  effect.  At 
the  beginning  of  last  year  33,000,000 
people  in  the  United  States  were  under 
prohibition ;  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
the  number  had  increased  to  36,000,000. 
Then  during  this  last  month  there  have 
been  fresh  votes  taken  in  the  United 
States,  and  what  has  been  the  result  ? 
In  five  States  2,fi00  contests  have  re- 
Bolted  in  2,000,000  of  additional  pecula- 
tion being  brought  under  prolubitjon. 
Why  is  it  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  go  on  increasingly  adding  area 
to  area  under  their  prohibition  law  ?  I  do 
not  want  to  go  into  the  matter  fully 
to-night,  but  I  have  reports  from  the 
great  majority  of  governors  of  the  States 
where  these  experiments  have  been  tried 
throughout  the  United  States :  I  want 
to  ta^  the  most  difficult  cases.  We  are 
constantly  told  that  it  is  easy  to  carry 
out  prohibition  in  country  districts  or 
among  village  populations,  but  that  it  is 
very  hard  to  carry  out  th'!  system  in 
large  populations.  I  have  information  as 
to  four  cities  of  the  United  States,  with 
100,000  population  and  over,  which  have 
tried  this  experiment.  With  reference 
to  Atalanta,  I  was  not  able  to  get  much 
official  information,  but  all  that  I  have  is 
favourable.  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Chief  Constable,  to  whi^  I  received  an 

Mr.  Cameron  Corbdt. 


answer  yesterday,  inquiring  if  prohibi- 
tion, wluch  had  been  introduced  at  th« 
beginning  of  the  year,  had  dimimshecl 
crime,  and  the  reply  that  I  receired  was 
"  Yes."  With  reference  to  Kansas  City,, 
we  have  more  definite  information.  At 
the  beginning  of  last  year  an  interview 
with  the  Chief  Constable  of  Kansaa 
City  was  published  in  the  newspapers, 
to  the  effect  that  crime  had  been 
reduced,  by  doing  away  with  liquor- 
shops,  by  one-half.  At  Birmingham,, 
Alabama,  where  prolubition  has  been  in 
force  since  the  beginning  of  this  year,  I 
wrote  to  the  Chief  Constable,  and  I  have 
a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  says  that 
crime  has  been  reduced  there  by  50  per 
cent.  I  come  to  the  other  of  the  four 
cities,  Cambridge.  There  the  facta  with 
regard  to  the  reduction  of  crime  are 
very  much  the  same  as  in  the  other 
cases,  but  as  it  has  had  prohibition 
for  over  twenty  years  the  Chief 
Constable  deals  more  lai^ly  wi^ 
the  matter.  What  strikes  him  most,  he 
says,  is  the  increased  ezpenditnre 
on  food,  clothing,*  and  shoes,  and  he 
remarks  that  the  change  in  the  condition 
of  the  people  is  especially  marked  among 
the  poorest  classes  of  the  community. 
Now,  I  would  ask,  does  this  system  really 
interfere  with  the  freedom  of  indi-v-iduals? 
I  maintain  that  it  does  not.  I  maintain 
that  the  freedom  of  the  individual  implies 
his  freedom  to  do  wrong  as  well  as  hia 
freedom  to  do  right,  but  that  the  freedom 
that  you  have  to  conceive  is  the  freedom 
of  the  man's  permanent  purpose  and 
fixed  Intention.  If  any  man  in  a  pro- 
hibition State  wants  to  drink  whisky  or 
beer  or  wine  he  can  do  it.  They  per- 
fectly well  know  how  to  manage  it,  bat 
if  that  is  their  purpose  they  are  resolved 
to  do  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a- 
man  wishes  not  to  do  this  thing,  if  he  is 
one  of  the  men  who  have  a  difficulty  in 
passing  a  public-house,  and  who  would 
prefer  to  be  an  abstainer,  that  man's 
permanent  freedom  is  also  respected, 
and  his  pennanent  purpose  is  carried 
out,  and  it  is  just  as  much  carried  out 
because  these  restrictions  tell  against 
the  individual  Where  you  have  this 
prohibition  you  have  a  great  reduction 
in  the  consumption  of  aIc<^oI  and  a 
great  reduction  in  criminality.  I  know 
we  are  told  that  in  the  United  States 
the  c-onsumption  of  alcohd  baa  JC<m.e  on 
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inonaung,  but  our  Beturrs  as  regards 
tiiat  are  not  very  recent.  I  have,  how- 
ever, very  recent  information  from  the 
leading  liquor  papers  in  the  United 
States,  and  they  describe  the  loss  which 
has  been  brought  about  by  prohibi- 
tion. They  enumerate  all  the  trades 
dealt  with  and  all  the  industries  con- 
nected with  the  production  of  alcohol, 
and  everything  connected  with  the  trade, 
and  they  say,  that  the  loss  is  almost 
incalcolafole,  and  if  that  almost  incal- 
culable loss  falls  upon  those  engaged  in 
producing  liquor,  and  in  barrelling  and 
bottling  it,  and  in  its  transit,  there  musti 
be  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  liquor 
consamed.  I,  for  one,  while  I  do  not 
judge  any  of  those  who  difier  from  me 
on.  this  occasion,  do  feel  that  this  is  the 
most  important  issue  with  which  this 
House  has  had  to  do  for  many  a  long 
day.  We  have  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  moral  influence  which  touches  most 
piessingly  the  interests  of  our  people, 
and  when  we  look  back  in  days  to  come 
w<e  shall  look  with  satisfaction  on  every- 
thing  that  we  did  in  helping  to  pass 
this  Bilh 

•Mb.  GEORGE  FABER  (York) :  The 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday 
afternoon  might  have  marked  a  new  de- 
parture. Since  the  Prime  Minister,  or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  he  was 
then,  introduced  this  measure,  much  his 
happened,  and  we,  at  any  iate.onthis  side 
of  the  House,  were  wutingto  know  yester- 
day whether  it  was  to  be  a  case  of  return 
to  the  older  and  sounder  policy  or 
whether  the  Prime  Minister  intended  to 
continue  the  course  which,  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  he  followed  when  he  intro- 
duced this  measure.  I  am  only  a 
humble  Member  of  Parliament,  and  I 
am  no  master  of  tactics,  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  tone  adopted  by  the 
Prime  Minister  yesterday  indicated  what 
he  felt  about  this  measure,  or  whether 
he  desired  to  put  new  heart  into  his 
supporters.  One  sentence  that  he  let 
drop  certainly  indicated  one  or  the 
other,  because  he  said,  towards  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech,  in  his  eloquent 
peroration,  that  the  trade  would  find 
that  they  were  living  in  a  fools'  paradise 
if  tiiey  thought  they  were  going  to 
conquer  in  this  matter.  Well,  Sir,  it 
is  very  unsafe  for  anyone  to  prophesy 


unless  he  knows,  and  whether  upon  the 
conclusion  of  this  matter  it  will  be  the 
trade  which  will  be  in  a  fools'  paradise, 
or  whether  it  will  be  the  Government, 
remains  for  the  future  and  the  future 
alone  to  judge.  The  Prime  Minister 
may  have  forgotten  the  prophetic  and 
ominous  words  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Harcourt  upon  Lis  introduction  c£  the 
Local  Veto  Bill  in  1893.  He  said— 

"  The  GoTemment  are  not  unaware  that  in 
navigating  this  sea  they  are  navigating  an  ocean 
that  is  covered  wilh  many  wrecks." 

And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  his  own 
measure  added  another  wreck  to  the 
number.  Members  who  were  in  the 
House  at  that  time  will  recollect  that 
that  ship  sank  as  soon  as  it  was  launched, 
and  never  reached  the  open  sea  at 
all ;  it  never  got  beyond  the  First 
Reading.  But  what  about  this  vessel 
in  which  the  Prime  Minister  put  out 
to  sea  yesterday  afternoon  1  Almost 
as  soon  as  it  got  there  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  the  Kingston  Divi- 
sion fired  a  shot  at  it  which  struck  it 
straight  amidships  in  such  a  way  that 
I  do  not  imagine  the  vessel  wHl 
ever  recover  from  that  drastic  operation. 
Already  it  is  drifting  more  or  less  water- 
logged, and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  it  looks 
as  if  it  will  go  to  pieces  on  the  ruthless 
rocks  of  public  opinion.  The  reason  is 
because  it  is  certainly  not  a  just  measure, 
and  from  my  point  of  view  it  certainly  is 
not  a  temperance  meaaoie.  You  are  going 
to  reduce  the  licences  by  30,000  in  the 
next  fourteen  years,  but  it  has  been 
proved  over  and  over  again  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  yesterday  and  to-day 
that  if  you  do  that  you  do  not  necessarily 
lessen  the  amount  of  drunkenness,  because 
the  conditions  of  the  times  have  become 
so  complex  that  there  is  no  longer  only 
one  place  to  drink  in,  viz.,  the  public- 
house,  but  there  is  the  club  and  the 
home  which  is  supplied  through  various 
channels.  There  are  avenues  of  drink, 
everywhere,  and  if  you  reduce  the  number 
of  public-houses  you  are  only  poin^  to 
open  the  door  in  other  directions. 
Hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  are  never  tired  of  saying 
that  the  democracy  must  govern,  and 
you  propose  to  interfere  with  the  social 
life  of  the  democracy  in  a  matter  in  which 
they  have  not  been  consulted,  and  which 
deeply  touches  its  liberties.^You  intend 

Digitized  by  VjOOgIC 


1335 


Licensing 


{COMMONS} 


BiU. 


1336 


to  make  a  large  redaction  in  the  number  of 
public-houses,  but  you  do  not  prcntoae  in 
any  way  to  deal  with  the  question  of  clubs. 
You  are  of  course  entitled  to  think  that  the 
reduction  of  public-houses  in  this  country 
will  reduce  the  consumption  of  drink, 
but  if  you  want  to  reduce- the  niunberof 
licences  why  do  you  not  pay  for  those 
which  you  reduce  ?  And  here  I  have 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  greatest 
Parliamentarians  who  ever  adorned  this 
Chamber.  I  have  the  authority  of  no 
less  a  potent  person  than  the  late  Mr. 
Gladstone.  What  view  did  the  late 
Mr.  Gladstone  take  of  this  matter  on 
the  Liquor  Bill  brought  forward  in  1880  1 
On  the  introduction  of  that  Bill  Mr. 
Gladstone  said — 

"HVeonght  not  to  allow  oar  prejodiceawitb 
regard  to  this  particQlar  trade  ....  to  oauM 
na  to  deviate  hy  one  hair's  breadth  from  the 
princi[>lea  on  which  Parliament  has  always 
acted  in  analogous  circnmstacces,  namely, 
tbmt  when  a  vested  interest,  has  becu  allowed 
to  grow  up  the  anestion  <rf  compensatiim 
should  be  considered  when  soen  vested 
interests  were  promsed  to  be  interfered  with 
by  Parliament  What  I  am  prepared  to  say 
ia  this,  that  the  lioenaed  victualler  has  the 
same  right  to  fair  consideration  that  is 
enjoyed  oy  persons  following  evray  other 
trade  or  ealling  which  is  interfoed  wi^  by 
Aet  of  Parliament,  and  to  whom  compensation 
is  awarded  owing  to  such  interference.  .... 
When  Parliament  euacted  negro  emancipation 
it  was  preceded  by  a  preliminary  Resolution 
in  which  the  principle  of  compensation  was 
reoognised." 

lAter  Mr.  Gladstone  said  - 

"The  withdrawal  of  the  Uoenee  is  the 
oonfisoation  of  the  estate." 

Upon  the  next  stage  of  the  measure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spske  in  no 
less  strong  terms.   He  said — 

"  I  should  have  been  better  pleased  with  the 
matter  of  the  Kesolation.  if  my  hon.  friend 
had  included  in  it  some  reference  to  the  prin 
ciple  of  equitable  compensation.  .  .  I  want  a 
frank  recognition  of  the  prbciple  that  we  are 
not  to  deny  to  publicans  as  a  class  the  benefits 
of  equal  treatment.  .  .  .  Considering  the 
legislative  title  they  have  acqaired,  and  the 
recognition  of  their  position  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  House  for  a  long  seiien  of  years,  they 
ought  not  to  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage  on 
aeooant  of  the  particular  impression  we  may 
wtaitaiD — in  many  cases  too  justly — in  rehC- 
tion  to  the  mischief  connected  with  the 
pnerat  licenung  system." 

Many  years  have  passed  since  those  words 
were  spoken  by  that  eminent  gentleman. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Radical 
Party  still  sit  at  his  feet. 

"  Imperial  Caeaar,  dead  and  turned  to  clny. 
Hay  atop  a  bole  to  keep  the  wind  away. ' 

Mr,  Gtarge  Faber. 


But,  '£  "  he  being  dead  yet  epeake^'' 
the  whole  groond  of  your  8o-<»Jled  Gonf 
pensation  falls  from  under  your  feet. 
Look  at  the  whole  course  of  the  procedure 
that  has  been  followed.  Look  at  it  as 
sensible  men.  The  State  for  generationi 
has  not  only  recognised  the  trade,  but 
patted  it  on  the  back.  The  drink  bill 
of  this  country  is  something  like 
£160,000,000  a  year.  Oat  of  that  the 
State  is  taking  one-fourth.  It  is  taking 
ne  ry  £40,000,000  in  excise  alone, 
and  if  everything,  including  income- 
t  z  and  de  th  duti33  is  taken  into 
consideration,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to 
and  the  State  takes  be  :wcen  £50.000,000 
and  £60,000,000  a  yew  from  the  trade. 
The  State  is  alinost  a  partner  in 
the  business.  It  has  put  in  no  capital, 
but  takes  the  greater  part  of  t^e 
profit  out.  It  is  under  the  shadow, 
under  the  authority,  of  the  State 
that  this  trade  has  attained  the 
honourable  position  it  holds  to-day ; 
an  honourable  trade  conducted-  hj 
honourable  men.  I  speak  without  any 
interest  in  it.  I  am  not  a  brewer — 
should  not  be  ashamed  if  I  were — ^but 
as  a  bai  ker  I  am  able  to  see  that  this  is 
the  first  step  down  that  long  lane  which 
leads  to  ruin.  This  trade  has  grown 
up  under  the  wing  of  the  State.  The 
State  has  taxed  it,  and  the  local  authori- 
ties have  rated  it,  ss  if  it  were  an  endarins 
property,  not  as  if  the  licence  lasted 
for  one  year.  It  is  treated  almost  as  a 
freehold.  I  Utaak  the  instoiotioDB  iasoed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
the  day  to  the  Inland  Revenue  authorises 
are  absolutely  conclusive  evidenre  in 
themseUes  that  the  State  considered 
the  licences  as  an  endatinv  property. 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the  State 
now  to  turn  round  after  all  that  has 
happened,  and  after  all  the  money  that 
has  been  put  into  the  trade  by  individuals, 
and  t  ken  oat  of  it  byths  State, and  say 
that  hcences  are  not  an  enduring 
property  ;  that  they  only  last  for  a  year, 
and  can  be  tal»n  away  at  the  whim 
and  pleasure  of  the  State.  The  State, 
local  anthoritiea,  the  magiatrates,  and 
the  Law  Courts,  have  all  Seated  than 
as  an  enduring  property — liable,  of  conne, 
to  be  taken  away  for  bad  behaviour, 
but,  excepting  in  cases  of  proved  super- 
fltiity,  not  otherwise.  It  wesbeoaose  Ur. 
GlatLtone  saw  this  so^-cleari^  that  he 
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took  the  \iew  he  did  ir  1880,  becauBe  he 
9»w  the  State  had  put  itself  into  such  a 
poaitum  in  r^id  to  licences  by  the 
course  it  had  pursued,  that  it  oonld  not 
turn  round  and  say  there  was  no  property 
in  them.  The  State  is  not  e  petty- 
fogging  attorney  to  take  ad\antdi;e  of 
any  quibble,  of  any  hole,  that  it  can  find 
in  the  logic  of  the  position.  The  position 
of  the  State  ot  ght  to  be  a  position  of 
inteitrity  and  fsdr  dealing.  Ihis  is  not 
a  Bill  to  promote  morals*  it  is  a  liiU  to  get 
money.  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
"Education,  it  seems  to  me,  let  that  out 
in  a  recent  speech  at  Dewsbury.  I  doubt, 
however,  if  the  Qovemment  have  even 
concealed  it  from  themselves.  First  and 
foremost  this  is  a  Bill  for  getting  money, 
A'frhat  did  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  say  ?  He  said  this  Bi'J  would 
be  very  cocvpnient  for  old-age  pennons. 
Have  we  reallv  come  to  the  stage  when 
we  are  going  to  rob  Peter  to  pay  Paiil ; 
to  take  money  from  tens  of  thousands 
<^  shareholders  ir  brewer)  comfaries 
and  licensed  victu-Tera,  in  order  to 
promote  old-age  pensions  1  The  Qoveru' 
ment,  90  a  matter  of  f<ict,  are  out  of 
elbows;  they  have  made  promises 
they  have  not  tlw  money  to  carry  out, 
and  in  order  to  caTiy  out  those  promises 
are  endea\oaring  to  seize  the  first 
Xaboth's  vineyard  they  car  find,  namely, 
the  licensed  trade  of  this  country. 

Mb.  LUFTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) : 
The  hon.  Member  admits  that  the  trade 
collects  £160,000,000  from  the  people, 
and  hands  over  £40,000,000  to  the  State. 
I  would  ask  him,  Would  it  not  be  better 
for  the  State  to  collect  the  £40,000,000 
direct,  and  leave  the  remaining 
£120,000,000  in  the  pockets  of  the 
pecqile  ? 

*Mb.  GEORGE  FABER :  I  do  not 

quite  follow  the  hon.  Member.  Does 
^e  suggest  that  there  should  be  total 
pn^bition  1 

Mr.  LUPTON:  I  suggest  that  the 
people  would  be  better  ofi  if  the  trede 
did  not  collect  this  £120,000,000  from 
them. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  :  What  I  com- 
plain of  is  that  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
ytam  the  State  is  going  to  appropriate 


all  licenses  without  paying  anything 
far  them.  It  is  not  only  gomg  to 
collect  the  £40,000,000  in  exeiso.  but  is 
going  to  be  the  master  of  the  licensed 
trade  and  perhips  take  every  farthing 
of  the  profit.  [Cries  of  "No."]  Hon. 
Members  cry  "  No,"  but  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  the  State  will  recover  the 
monopoly  value  of  the  whole  trade  to  do 
with  the  licences  exactly  what  it  pleases. 
The  State  may,  and  I  think  will,  reap 
the  entire  profit  of  the  trade.  Nobody 
imagines  there  is  going  to  bt  prohibition. 
This  is  simply  a  Money  Bill,  a  money 
device.  The  Bill  from  thit  point  of  view 
is  artfully  drawn.  It  is  drawn  so  as  to 
meet  the  views  of  temperance  reformers 
in  this  respect,  thatduring  the  next  four- 
teen years  30,000  licences  are  to  be 
abolished.  That  is  to  catch  the  bishops 
and  the  temperance  party.  At  the  end 
of  fourteen  years  the  State  is  to  recover 
the  monopoly  value.  This  Bill  is  to  put 
money  into  the  pockets  of  the  Treasury, 
As  regards  the  first  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion, namely,  a  wholesale  reduction  of 
licences  during  the  next  fourteen 
years,  where  do  the  Government  find 
any  warrant  for  the  proposition) 
Certainly  it  is  not  in  Sharpe  v.  Wakefield. 
All  that  that  case  laid  down  was  that  the 
magistrates  in  a  particular  case,  having 
considered  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  might  suppress  a  particular  licence, 
Sharpe  v.  Wakefield  never  contemplated 
the  wholesale  reduction  of  licences. 
Wh:.t  Lord  Hannen  said  was  that  each 
case  must  be  considered  on  its  merits, 
and  Lord  Halsbuiy  seid  the  matter 
must  be  decided  according  to  law  and 
not  according  to  huirojr.  When  you 
take  away  30,000  licences  in  the  next 
fourteen  years, is  that  treatingthe  mat:er 
judicially  ? 

And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of 
the  clock,  further  proceeding  was  post- 
poned without  Questdon  put,  pursuant  to 
Standing  Order  No.  4. 


EAST  INDIA  (EDUCATION). 
♦Mh.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  B.), 
in  calling  attention  to  the  present 
educational  conditions  in  India  and 
moving  "  That  the  time  has  come 
for  an  impartial  and  searching  inquiry 
into  the  scope,  character,  and  methods 
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of  education  in  India,''  said  that  he 
did  not  propose,  in  moving  that  Resolu- 
tion, to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
at  any  great  length.  If  he  were  bringing 
forward  a  Resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  any  great  change  in  our  educational 
system  in  India  it  would  be  incum- 
biant  upon  him  to  bring  forward  facts 
and  figures  in  support  of  any  argument 
he  might  advance.  But  he  was  not 
doing  that ;  he  was  simply  calling  for 
an  inquiry,  and  in  doing  that  he  should 
represent  to  the  House  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  a  large  number  of  people 
who  were  interested  in  this  question, 
and  who  were  able  to  judge  of  the  merits 
of  the  present  system.  But  before  pro- 
ceeding he  would  like  to  congratulate 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  on  having 
appointed,  last  year,  a  Committee  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  Indian 
students  who  came  to  this  country  to 
complete  their  studies.  That  Committee, 
he  understood,  had  now  completed  its 
labours,  and  he  trusted  that  in  the  more 
serene  atmosphere  of  another  place, 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  make  some  pronouncement  as 
to  what  was  to  be  done  in  regard 
to  the  recommendations  made  by 
that  Committee.  During  a  long  resi- 
dence in  India,  and  during  a  recent  visit, 
hehadtalked  withall  sorts  and  conditions 
of  people  in  regard  to  this  great  question, 
and  he  had  not  found  anyone  who  ap- 
TOored  of  our  present  methods  in  any 
luranch  of  edncation  in  that  country, 
and  the  results  of  this  lay  at  the  root 
of  much  of  the  discontent  and  imrest 
which  unhappily  prevailed  in  some  parts 
of  India  at  the  present  moment.  He 
was  not  able  to-day  to  propose  a  remedy. 
When  it  came  to  questions  of  reform, 
he  had  the  authority  of  no  less  a 
personage  than  Sir  Theodore  Morri- 
son for  saying  that  there  were  as 
many  views  with  regard  to  what  should 
be  done,  as  there  were  people  engaged  in 
the  Educational  Department  of  India, 
What  was  wanted  was  a  thorough  and 
impartial  investigation.  There  had  been 
no)  general  inquiry  with  re^rd  to  our 
educaiional  methods  in  India  since  the 
Royal  Commission  in  1882,  and  during 
the  twenty-six  years  which  had  since 
elapsed  he  was  Biae  that  everyone 
would  agree  that  more  changes  had 
t^ken^pwce  in  India  than  in  all  the 
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past  200  years  during  whioh  nWiw 
associated  with  that  countr}'.  it 
high  time  that  we  had  anotbaiuliF 
dent  investigation.     What  BecODlesw 
was  required  at  this  time  ns  u  * 
partial  investigation.    He  TrouU  d*?* 
cate  an  inquiry  by  any  of  those  eitiiuw 
gentlemen  who  were  connected  * 
working  of  the  educational  gaacluiiHp' 
India.   They  were  liable  to  be  loww 
prejudiced,  and  somewhat  ComernW. 
They  were  likely  to  be  somewhttoHK*" 
to  change,  and  what  was  wanted 
that  some  fresh  minds  should  be  bio# 
to  bear  on  the  subject.    He  ^otJ^lib 
investigations  to  begin  with  an 
into  the  scope  of  our  educational  «»■ 
They  were  all  aware  that  the  IbM 
Government  for  some  years  had  pi"j 
nounced  most  emphatically  in  ^^'^ 
further    elementary    edncation.  T» 
Indian  Government  had  been  lool^ 
towards  that  for  some  yeara. 
continued  to  look  in  that  direction  *w- 
out  making  any  real  progress  toffaw 
that  object.    He  would  like  to  q^e 
Lord  CurMn  with  regard  to  the  ptwo" 
of  the  Government  of  India,  la  ^ 
speech  which  he  made  shortly  after 
went  to  India  in  1901,  in  connection 
an  education  Conference  at  Simla.  » 
said —  . 

"  Primary  e^Iucation,  I  ""Sur. 

the  teaching  of  the  masaes  i^jj^iTLf  gtndyi 
opemi  ft  wide  and  a  very  cont«8teI(K*^ 
I    am   one  of  those   who   tbm.^^  jj, 
Government  htm  not  fulfilled  its  d?  1 
respect." 

Then  after  giving  some  reasons, 
of  vernacular  literature  being  one  i\ 
Lord  Curzon  went  on  to  bb^ — 

"  My  second  reaaon  is  even  wider  in 

fiUoation.  What  ib  the  greateat  dangj 
ndia.  What  ia  the  source  of  *  Rni>erEt 
outbreaks  of  crime,  yes,  also  of  much  agi 
diBcontent  and  suffering  among  the  ma^ 
It  is  ignorancp.  And  what  w  the  only  anti^ 
to  ignonmce  ?  Knowledge.  And  in  propi 
tion  ae  we  teach  the  maues  ao  shall  we  ma 
their  lot  happier,  and  in  proportion  as  they  s 
happier  so  will  they  become  more  useful  membf 
of  the  body  potitic." 

We  wen  proud  of  what  we  had  done  i 
India  in  bygone  generations,  but  it  wi 
very  sad  to  find  that  not  more  tha 

one-sixth  of  the  boys  of  school  age  and 
very  much  smaller  proportion  of  the  gir. 
were  yet  in  school.  There  were  onl 
98  per  1,000  of  the  male  natives  of  Indi 
and  7  per  1,000  of/lie  femafe  native 
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irho  could  lead  the  Temacnlar.   Then  the 
amount  of  money  spent  npon  education 
in  India  was  deplorably  inadequate.  It 
worked  out  at  1     per  head  of  the  children 
of  Bchool  age.    He  would  be  out  of  order 
if  he  suggested  any  special  means  of 
raising  funds,  but  there  was  a  widespread 
feeling,  not  only  in  this  country  but  also 
in  India,  that  what  we  were  spending  on 
our  military  defences  in  India  was  alto- 
gether oat  of  proportion  to  what  we 
were  spending  on  education.  Personally, 
he  very  strongly  supported  that  view. 
He  held  that  there  was  no  necessity 
to-day  for  the  large  military  expenditure 
being  maintained  at  the  point  at  which 
it  stood  thirty  years  ago.   He  did  not 
base  that  opinion  so  mach  upon  'onr 
good  relations  with  our  neighbours  as 
upon  the  fact  that  communication  was 
very  much  easier  now  and  that  it 
only  took  days  where  formerly  it  took 
weeks  to  transport  troops  from  out- 
lying and  southern  districts  to  the 
North-West  frontier.   He  thought  the 
Government  would  do  well  to  consider  the 
questicm  of  reducing  the  military  ex(>endi- 
ture  in'  India  as  soon  as  possible  and  of 
applying  what  was  saved  to  the  cause  of 
ekanentary  education.    He  was  told  when 
he  was  at  Calcutta  a  short  time  ago  by  & 
very  high  authority  that  a  special  tax 
for  education  would  be  popular,  and  he 
was  sure  that  that  would  be  so  in  some 
ol  the  prov'nces.    This  question  of  pnm- 
azT  education  alone  justified  them  in 
ssking  for  an  inquiry  as  to  eziating 
methods  and  how  far  they  could  be  im- 
proved. When  they  came  to  the  question 
of  secondary  and  higher  education,  there 
was  a  diversity  of  view  as  to  what  should 
be  done.    It  was  universally  held  that 
OUT  present  method  was  not  the  best, 
and  that  tiiere  was  vast  room  for  im- 
provement;  they  were  driven  to  that 
conclunon  by  results.    The  Government 
and  some  of  the  great  missionary  societies 
had  done  a  great  deal  for  higher  education. 
They  had  vied  with  each  other  in  pro- 
viding this  at  very  low  coat  to  those 
ready  and  willing  to  receive  it.  The 
result  had  been  that  a  large  number 
of  men  had  gone  through  the  colleges 
and  taken  university  degrees  and  were 
now  suffering  from  the  kind  of  education 
that  had  been  given  them,  and  a  great 
many  of  them  could  see  for  themselves 
that  the  course  of  training  they  had 
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undei^one  had  not  been  such  as  fitted 
them  for  such  careers  as  were  open  to 
them.    It  had  been  a  great  deal  too 

literary.  They  had  memorised  a  great 
deal  of  English  classical  literature,  and 
had  gone  through  numerous  examina- 
tions. Their  whole  training  had  not  been 
sufficiently  scientific  and  practical,  and 
the  restdt  was  that  there  were  to-day 
crowds  of  educated  men  who  lookm. 
t3  those  who  had  provided  th«r  educa- 
tion to  provide  them  practically  with 
a  career,  and  with  everything  eUe  in 
life,  instead  of  looking  to  themselvea 
to  develop  the  great  resources  of  the 
country.  These  resources  as  it  waa 
were  being  left  to  be  exploited  by  people 
who  had  no  special  or  permanent  con- 
nection irith  or  interest  in  the  country. 
That  was  not  as  it  should  be.  Every- 
body in  India  was  agreed  upon  that.' 
But  when  it  came  to  a  question  of  a 
remedy,  there  was  great  diversity  of 
opinion,  and  for  that  reason  he,  for  one^ 
was  not  prepared  to  make  any  su^es- 
tion ;  it  would  be  exceedingly  fooUsh 
in  view  of  iJie  manifold  variety  of  opinioa 
to  dogmatise  at  all  with  regard  to  any 
particular  remedy.  The  whole  system, 
of  education  all  the  way  through  waft 
being  starved  for  want  of  money.  That 
was  the  root  of  the  whole  evil.  There 
was  an  altogether  inadequate  supply 
of  teachers,  and  they  did  not  always 
get  the  -very  best  material  because  the 
mducements  offered  did  not  attract 
talent  to  the  profession.  Then  they 
were  lacking  in  training  colleges,  li 
they  had  training  colleges,  and  offered 
better  inducements,  things  would  very 
speedily  improve  in  that  respect.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  was  that  the  whole 
system  was  starved,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  should  resolutely  face 
the  question  of  providing  in  a  very 
much  more  liberal  manner  than  they 
had  done  hitherto  for  this  great  work» 
He  would  not  like  to  say — there  would, 
perhaps,  be  no  justification  for  saying 
— that  the  domiciled  community  had  not 
received  their  due  share  of  educational 
facilities  compared  with  what  was 
spent  upon  the  natives,  but  they  saw- 
that  in  that  connection  in  regard  to 
the  money  devoted  to  the  education  of 
the  domiciled  community  how  painfully 
inadequate  the  amount  was.  These 
people.  especiaUy  t^e  Jura^  j|f 
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Mia  exceediBgly  difficult  position.  There 
was  no  scope  for  them  amongst  the 
labouring  classes,  and  even  the  most 
incompetent  amongst  them,  without  a 
fairly  good  education  which  would  enable 
them  to  take  a  clerkship,  or  aometbing 
of  that  kind,  were  in  an  exceedingly 
^Sifficult  and  deplorable  condition,  and 
the  demand  for  some  better  provision 
for  their  education  and  uplift  was  very 
stron^y  called  for.  Referring  again 
to  the  discontent  and  unrest  that  pre- 
vailed in  some  parts  of  the  coimtry,  in 
making  inquiries  he  found  it  was  very 
largelj  s  schoolboy  agitation.-  They 
had  set  th^  bands  to  the  plough  and 
must  not  look  back.  A  great  deal  of 
the  trouble  arose  from  the  fact  that 
these  lads  were  half-educated.  The  kind 
of  education  they  had  received  had  not 
been  on  the  right  lines,  and  they  must 
remember  that  a  little  knowledge  was 
a  dangerons  thii^.  We  wrae  not  in 
India  by  chance  or  for  what  we  conld 
get  out  of  the  country.  We  were  there 
for  the  uplifting  of  the  people.  He 
sometimes  thought  it  would  be  one  of 
the  best  things  we  could  do  for  that 
country  greatly  to  enlarge  the  facilities 
for  adequate  and  proper  education  on 
the  right  lines.  A.  few  years  ago  a 
popular  soldier  was  sent  to  India  with 
practically  a  free  hand  to  spend  ten 
millions  of  money  in  making  a  new 
redistribution  of  the  troops.  He  wished 
they  could  send  an  educational  expert 
and  enthiuiast  to  India  with  a  free  hand 
to  spend  not  £10,000,000,  but  £20,000,000 
or  £30,000  000  during  the  next  ten  years. 
That  would  be  one  of  the  finest  things 
— it  would  make  those  ten  years  the 
best  and  the  work  done  would  redound 
more  to  our  credit  in  connection  with 
our  relations  with  India  than  anything 
during  our  past  connection.  He  had 
not  come  forward  with  any  suggestion 
of  his  own  with  regard  to  a  remedy.  He 
bad  no  change  to  propose  at  this  stage. 
All  he  asked  was  tiiat  there  should  be 
■an  impartial  inquiry  as  to  the  scope, 
character,  and  methods  of  our  educatioa- 
al  system  in  India.    He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney, 
N.)  in  seconding  the  Resolution,  said 
how  very  much  they  regretted  that 
the  new  Under  -  Secretary  for  India 
was  not  present.   He  was  sure  he  would 
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wish  to  have  been  there,  and  made  hii 
first  appearance  as  representative  of 
India  on  a  question  so  extremely  far- 
reaching  and  important  as  this.  He 
was  qiute  sure,  from  the  Imperial  point 
of  view,  it  was  an  extremely  important 
question.  He  took  a  peculiar  interest 
in  it  because  some  years  ago  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Education  Department 
in  a  large  though  rather  backward 
province  in  India,  and  he  remembered 
how  very  much  they  were  handicapped, 
by  want  not  only  of  funds,  but  ol  any 
determinate  plans,  so  to  speak,  on  whidi 
education  was  being  carried  on.  There 
was  no  donbt  our  educational  porition 
in  India  was  profoundly  unsatisfactory 
for  various  reasons,  as  to  both  quantity 
and  quality.  We  spent  on  eancation 
in  India  with  its  population  of 
250,000,000  only  about  £3,000.000. 
Compared  with  the  expenditure  on 
education  in  £!ngland  that  was 
ludicrous.  Fees  accounted  for  abont 
£1,000,000  of  that,  £1.600,000  were  de- 
rived from  provincial,  municipal,  and 
local  funds,  and  the  rest  was  provided 
by' the  Grovernment  of  India.  That  was 
an  absurdly  small  amount  to  spend 
on  a  huge  country  like  India  where 
education  was  extremely  valued.  There 
was  no  want  of  enthusiasm  for  education 
in  India.  It  was  only  the  want  of  money 
that  prevented  the  development  of 
education.  That  was  a  most  deplorable 
thing,  and  it  reflected  a  certain  amount 
of  cUscredit  on  us  as  a  ruling  race  in 
India  that  we  spent  so  much  money 
on  fortifications  on  the  North-West 
against  a  purely  imaginary  danger. 
When  he  remembered  that  we  m:^t 
have  spent  all  that  money  on  education, 
he  was  not  exactly  proud  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  As  regarded  primary 
education  he  thought  there  should  be 
in  every  village  a  primary  school,  and 
that  education  should  be  free,  and  they 
ought  to  have  in  as  many  places  as 
possible  a  secondary  school.  Education 
was  perhaps  more  important  in  India 
than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
He  hadagreat  deal  todoatoie time  with 
a  certain  department  which  had  to  deal 
with  agricidtural  indebtedness.  Agri- 
culture was  the  principal  industry  of 
India,  and  one  of  the  principal  reasoiu 
of  the  distress  of  agricidturists  was  that 
they  were  in  a  state  of  ^ 
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over  the  country  and  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  money-lenders.  He  did  not  want 
to  say  anything  against  the  money- 
lenders who  performed  a  useful  part. 
They  served  to  bridge  over  hard  times, 
and  on  the  whole  he  did  not  know  that 
they  were  more  grasping  or  more  hard 
than  money-lenders  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world.  But  when  he  looked  into 
the  debts  and  the  history  of  their  in- 
debtedness, he  found  that  one  of  the  prin- 
cipalcanses  why  agriculturists  were  in  such 
a  hopelos  condition  was  that  they  were 
unable  to  contest  the  figures  of  their 
creditors  or  to  tell  the  history  of  the 
debt,  being  unable  to  read  or  write. 
They  could  not  keep  any  check  what- 
ever on  the  operations  of  the  money- 
lenders, and  that  was  one  of  the  reasons 
why  they  wanted  education.  If  the  people 
could  only  learn  how  to  read  and  write 
and  add  simple  figures,  that  would  make 
a  very  great  difference  in  their  well-being. 
There  was  also  a  great  want  of  technical 
education  in  India,  although  there  was  no 
want  of  technical  ability.  More  agri- 
cultural instruction  was  also  required. 
This  want  had,  he  was  aware,  been  re- 
moved of  late  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
not  BO  much  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 
There  was  a  great  deal  more  required 
to  be  done  in  all  the  secondary  braoiches 
of  education.  In  alluding  to  higher 
education  one  touched  upon  more  diffi- 
cult ground.  He  was  aware  that  some 
people  held  the  view  that  the  higher 
education  in  our  universities  only  tended 
to  make  disloyal  subjects.  This  was 
the  fault  not  so  much  of  the  education  as 
c£  the  manner  in  which  it  was  imparted. 
In  the  old  days  more  individual  attention 
was  paid  to  the  studento  by  the  professors 
in  our  universities.  This  was  important 
because  the  Indian  student  was  a  man 
who  responded  very  readily  to  sympathy. 
He  was  extremely  amenable,  and  if  they 
could  introduce  more  of  the  old  personal 
feeling,  which  used  to  exist  between 
the  professors  and  their  pupils,  they 
would  be  going  a  long  distance  towards 
removing  some  of  the  evils  of  the 
system  of  higher  education  in  India. 
Under  the  present  system  the  young  man 
had  to  study  with  a  large  class  of  other 
students,  and  the  professors  could  not 
introduce  that  personal  sysmpathy  which 
was  the  true  secret  of  all  our  rule  in 
India,  and  the  want  of  which  was  the 


real  root  of  all  our  difficulties.  Thi» 
was  all  a  matter  of  money,  for  if  they 
sent  out  more  professors  and  had  a  more 
careful  selection  of  students  they  would 
do  away  with  a  good  many  of  the  diffi- 
culties. The  present  system  might  be 
described  as  pouring  new  wine  into  old 
bottles.  The  Indian  students  had  already 
assimilated  the  philosophy  of  the  West, 
but  they  did  not  know  how  to  apply 
it  because  they  had  not  been  properly 
trained  and  led  by  the  sympathetic 
treatment  of  their  professors  to  under* 
stand  what  western  ideas  really  meant» 
He  1^  met  Indian  gentlemen  of  high 
education  with  whom  he  could  talk  as 
freely  as  he  could  with  any  Englishman, 
and  who  could  speak  with  him  on  equal 
terms  on  these  great  qurations.  They 
had  to  take  care  that  the  rising  generation 
of  India  was  brought  up  in  such  a  way 
that  they  would  be  able  to  absorb  the 
real  spirit  of  western  culture  and  assimi- 
late it  to  the  spirit  of  eastern  culture. 
If  they  would  treat  Indian  students  in 
this  way  they  would  find  that  a  great 
many  of  the  difficulties  existing  at 
present  would  disappear.  They  were 
bound  to  go  forward  in  this  matter 
because  it  was  too  late  to  turn  back. 
If  they  pemevered  with  the  sympathetic 
treatmrat  of  these  Indian  stnoents  he 
felt  sure  that  in  the  future  they  would 
have  no  reason  to  complain  of  having* 
introduced  western  culture  in  India.  He 
was  aware  that  for  all  these  things  they 
required  more  money,  and  they  would 
have  to  spend  a  great  deal  more  money 
in  the  future  upon  education  in  India. 
It  was  necessary  for  them  to  introduce* 
fresh  spheres  of  industry.  India  was  not 
a  poor  but  a  rich  country,  enormously 
rich  in  mines,  but  the  natural  resources  of" 
India  were  not  properly  exploited.  To- 
do  that,  more  education  was  required. 
It  was  lamentable  the  amount  of  brain- 
power that  was  being  wasted  in  India.. 
9fony  new  industries  might  be  introduced. 
Some  hope  should  be  held  out  that  the* 
Government  of  Lidia  would  institute- 
an  inquiry  into  the  present  condition 
of  education  in  India  and  suggest  how- 
it  might  be  improved  and  developed.. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  prop(»ed^ 
"  That  the  time  has  come  for  an  im- 
partial and  searching  inquiry  into  the- 
scope,  character,  and  methods  of.educa- 
tion  in  India.— (J||]rr.  Z<fH2faic.pglc 
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'  *MB.KEIBHAKDIE(MenhyrTydvil) 
•expressed  regret  that  during  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  the  Government  of 
India  were  not  represented  on  the 
Ooveixuaent  Benches.  It  was  a  very 
fienous  state  of  afiairs.  It  was  also  to 
"be  regretted  that  the  head  of  a  great 
Department  like  the  India  Office  should 
not  sit  in  that  House,  but  in  uiother 
place.?  He  endorsed  what  had  been 
said  by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Besolution  concerning  the  importance 
of  the  question  of  the  education  of  the 
people  of  India.  The  condition  of  the 
Tillage  industries  of  India  could  be  vastly 
iynpToved  if  only  technical  instruction 
were  imparted  to  those  who  had  followed 
certain  occupations  for  ages,  but  who 
oontinned  to  pursue  them  in  accordance 
with  the  methods  which  obtained  genera- 
tions ago.  It  had  been  estimated  that 
the  produce  of  the  soil  at  present  under 
cultivation  in  India  might  be  increased 
hy  from  30  to  50  per  cent,  if  more  modem 
methods  of  agriculture  were  employed. 
It  could  not  Iw  alleged  that  the  pancity 
«f  edncatiQa  in  India  was  due  to  any 
want  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  have  better  education  for  their 
children.  One  of  the  things  that 
impressed  ^im  most  in  the  country 
villages  of  India  was  to  find  the  sons 
of  ryots  coming  long  distances  and 
paying  what  for  them  were  heavy 
fees  in  order  to  attend  school.  The 
Tillage  schools  were  orowcUd.  There 
was  the  further  fact  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter  there  was 
now  growing  up  in  India,  and  especially 
in  fiengal,  au  educational  movement 
apart  altogether  from  and  without  the 
control  of  the  Government  educational 
institutions.  It  was  entirely  owing  to 
the  policy  which  was  being  pursued 
towards  the  schools  both  of  the  higher 
and  of  the  lower  grades.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  respects,  the  native  states 
were  setting  an  example  which  might 
with  advantage  be  followed  by  our  own 
<)ovemment.  Baroda  and  Mysore  in 
particular  stood  out  as  examples  of 
what  could  be  done  when  the  Government 
lietermined  to  make  education  a  matter 
of  real  importance.  In  Mysore  for 
example,  according  to  the  figures  in  the 
Inspector's  Beport  for  1906,  the  expendi- 
ture on  schools  was  made  up  of  78  per 


cent,  from  public  funds,  11  p«  cent 
from  fees,  the  remainder  beong  made 
good  from  endowments  and  other 
sources  of  income  of  a  nuaceUaneom 
character.  In  East  Bengal  the  figures 
were  45  per  cent,  from  public  funda. 
38  per  cent,  from  fees.  He  thou^t 
these  figures  were  in  themselves  safiicaeat 
to  justify  some  inquiry  into  the  msthods 
of  education. '  Accozding  to  the  Jmpec- 
tor's  Beport  the  amount  spent  on  educ- 
tion in  the  State  of  MysOTe  waa  equal  to 
a  rate  of  four  annas  per  head  of  the 
population,  and  according  to  the  fignzcfl 
given  by  his  hon.  friend  opposite 
the  expenditure  in  British  India 
amounted  to  something  less  than  Id. 
per  head.  In  Bsjxtda  education  for  aQ 
classes  was  frm  and  compulsory.  What 
was  being  done  by  native  States  ought 
surely  to  be  done  under  British  administra* 
tiou.  He  rose  particularly  to  give  one  or 
two  illustrations  of  the  way  in  which  the 
authorities  were  seeking  to  hamper  and 
interfere  with  the  education  of  the  youth 
of  India.  He  would  not  refer  on  that 
occasion  to  the  Univeisify  GommisBim 
Report,  where  it  was  expreiuly  laiddown 
that  the  fees  for  entrance  to  the  higher 
grade  schools  should  not  be  so  low  as  to 
encourage  boys  to  enter  them  who  were 
not  suited  for  rising  in  the  higher  walks 
of  life.  He  wanted  to  deal  in  particular 
with  what  was  known  as  the  Barisal 
case.  In  a  circular  which  had  been 
issued  by  the  Indian  Home  Office  it  was 
laid  down  that  certain  schools  were  being 
used  for  the  purposes  of  political  propa- 
ganda. Certain  pains  and  penalties  were 
outlined  which  were  to  be  applied  to 
schools  in  which  political  propaganda 
was  indulged  in.  During  his  visit  to 
Barisal  a  case  was  brought  to  his  notice 
which  he  thought  the  representatives  of 
the  India  Office  ought  to  know  about, 
with  the  view,  if  possible,  of  having  it  put 
right.  In  April  last  year  Mr.  Shaip,  In- 
spector of  Education,  complained  that 
the  schools  at  Barisal  were  being  used  as 
a  sort  of  harbour  of  refuge  for  rebels  and 
others,  that  one  of  the  professors  had 
preached  sedition  in  certain  Tillages,  and 
that  one  of  the  students  had  attended  a 
meeting  at  which  seditions  apeedws  were 
made.  The  head  of  the  institntion 
pointed  out  that  the  student  had  with- 
drawn from  the  college  altogether,  his 
time  being  expired  befMe  ^eimeetiiig 
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referred  to,  that  he  had  made  it  a  rule 
not  to  allow  students  to  take  part  in  such 
meetings,  and  that  the  professor  referred 
to  was  on  holiday  at  the  time  he  com- 
mitted the  alleged  ofience.   The  cones- 
pondenoe  on  this  matter  went  on  for  some 
time.   The  police  of  the  district  supplied 
the  authorities  as  usual  with  all  sorts  of 
misleading  information,  and  the  final 
result  was  that  the  grant  to  the  school  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  threat  held  out  thit 
the  right  to  be  examined  for  entrance 
to  Oa^utta  University  would  be  with- 
drawn.   It  seemed  to  him  that  that 
was  a  case  requiring  some  investiga- 
tion.  He  had  gone  through  the  whole 
of  the  correspondence,  and  there  was 
no  proof  to  substantiate  the  charges 
which  had  been  levelled  against  the 
school  or  its  administration.    That  being 
so  iha  school  ought  to  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue its  privileges  until  at  least  some- 
thing coold  be  proved  against  it.  At 
Seraj-Gunge  there  were  two  higher  grade 
schools  of  a  semi-private  kind.  Both 
enjoyed    a   reputation  as  centres  of 
education.     It  appeared  that  in  April 
last  year  a  local  banker  was  alleged  to 
have  been  assaulted  by  school  boys. 
The    official    statement    showed  that 
what  he  compluned  of  was  that  the 
boys  made  a  noise,  that  his  horse 
shied,  that  stones  were  thrown,  and 
that  hia  hat  fell  to  the  ground.  Beyond 
that  nothing  seemed  to  have  happened, 
but  the  Government  education  authori- 
ties insisted  on  the  schools  managers 
discovering  the  boys  alleged  to  have 
been  guilty  of  the  assault  and  having 
them  punished.     The   master  replied 
that  he  did  not  know  the  boys  and 
that  it  was  not  his  business  to  play 
the  part  of  the  police.    Then  the  grant 
to  the  sohool  was  withdrawn,  and  it 
was  still   withdrawn,   and   boys  who 
desired  to  go  up  to  the  university  for 
examination  were  barred  from  doing  so. 
He  respectfully  submitted  that  action  of 
that  land  was  not  consistent  with  our 
-whole  policy  with  regard  to  education. 
If  anyone  had  been  guilty,  by  all  means 
let  him  be  punished,  but  to  punish  a 
whole  school  for  what  might  have  been 
the  horaepliiv  of  n  few  buTs  w.i.>%  iieith^^r 
logical  HOC  jii.^t.    H-^  h-ipt'ti  a  jtroraiae 
would  be  tiivui;       Ki  Uutf  itf  th<^  <.i(.A'er[i- 

msnt  that  thote 
into  the  wi 


in  India,  and  especially  into  the  question 
>,ow  far  the  Grovernment  of  India  »jwa8 
punishing  schools  for  alleged  political 
malpractices  which  had  not  been  shown 
to  exist.  No  one  could  visit  India  with- 
out  being  impressed  with  the  great  need 
which  existed  for  the  better  education 
of  Indian  children.  If  only  -a  tenth 
part  of  the  money  which  was  being 
wasted  on  military  operations  were 
diverted  to  education,  the. result  would 
be  a  gain  to  the  people  of  India  and 
increased  prestige  to  the  people  at 
home. 

*Mr.  bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
congratulated   the  hon.   Member  for 
Merthyr  Tydvil  on  ths  comparatively 
moderato    speech  he  had  made.  He 
agreed  with  much  of  what  ^had  been 
said    regarding    the    native  States, 
but   h?   would  point   out    that  the 
hon.  Member  had  been  moat  unfor* 
tunate  in  his  selection  of  the  native 
Statos  which  he  had  named.   It  was 
quite  true  that  education  in  Mysore  was 
highly  developed,  but  hon.  Members 
knew  that  this  development  occurred 
under  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  and  when  the  rendition 
took  place  the  public  servants,  whom 
the  Government  of  India  had  employed 
were  retained.   The  administration  of 
Mysore   continued  up  to  the  [present 
day  was   as  British   in  character  as 
it   was  during  the   fifty  years  when 
the  administration  was  actually  British. 
The  hon.  Member  who  seconded  the 
Motion  had  asked  why  they  should  waste 
so  much  moneyon  the  defence  of  India 
instead  of  spending  it  on  education. 
It  was  because  of  the  peace  which  our 
military  expenditure  introduced  in  India 
that  they  were  able  to  attend  to  education 
at  all.    Previously,  the  native  States  were 
employed  in  petty  warfare  with  one 
another,  and  there  was  no  education  at  aU. 
No  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  able  to  make 
out  any  case  against  the  British  Govern* 
ment  in  this  respect.    He  would  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  seconded  the  Resolu- 
tion, and  who  had  travelled  as  very  few 
men  had,  why  he  should  condemn  the 
UidqlEiiity  -if  r^ig  House  in  debating 
at  :^m;U  leQg.ii  the  proper  number  of 
fi  ri  blic-hou-^1"^! ,   while    he   ignored  the 
that  il  it  were  not  for  the  mili- 
*4Xpenditajre  in  InditP^$iaQ^t79uld 
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not  be  that  peace  which,  he  would 
allow,  made  ^uca'ion  poesible.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  eeemed  to 
imagine  that  we  could  maintain  peace, 
perfect  peace  in  India  by  means  of 
agreement  with  European  powers  and 
vithdiaw  the  BritiA  Army. 

SiE  H.  COTTON  (Notting'iam.E.)  said 
he  never  made  such  a  statement. 


*Mr.  REES  said  that  he  thought  that 
the  hon.  Member's  little  book  on  India 
practically  stated  what  he  had  just  said. 
He  thought  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr  Tydvil  was  unfortunate  in 
citing  the  case  of  Mysore,  and  he 
objected  to  any  deductions  regarding 
the  treatment  of  educational  institutions 
by  the  Gk>vemment  of  India  being  drawn 
from  the  district  of  Barisal.  That  was 
the  only  district  in  India  in  which  the 
Government  found  it  necessary  to  apply 
the  Seditious  Meetings  Act.  He  pro- 
tested against  any  deductions  being  made 
from  what  had  taken  place  in  one  town 
td  one  district  of  one  movince  in  the  great 
Empire  of  India,  ah  hon.  friend  who 
moved  the  Resolution  was  anxious  that 
the  Government  of  India  should  spend 
immensely  Large  sums  on  education,  but 
where  was  he  going  to  get  the  money  ? 
This  was  not  a  case  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  Monte  Cristo  gold  mine. 
To  carry  out  the  hon.  Member's  views  the 
taxation  of  India  would  have  to  be 
enormously  increased,  and  that  was 
the  one  thing  which  should  be  most  care- 
fully avoided.  The  hon.  Member  hid 
talked  about  sending  out  an  enthusiast  on 
education  with  thirty  millions  of  money, 
but  he  protested  that  an  enthusiast 
would  prob  bly  do  an  infinite  amount  of 
mischief.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that 
our  fellow  countrymen,  with  their  long 
experience  of  government  in  India,  were 
so  ^orant  -or  malevolent  that  they  did 
not  make  the  best  possible  use  of  the 
money  collected  from  the  people,  and 
that  that  money  should  be  largely  in- 
creased for  the  purpose  of  hurling  educa- 
tion at  those  who — he  did  not  say  did 
not  want  it,  but  who  were  not  in  a  position 
to  pay  for  it,  and  did  not  ask  for  more  of 
it  T  His  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  motion 
had  said  that  there  had  been  no  inquiry 
into  education  in  India  since  Sir  William 

Mr.  Rets, 
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Hunter's  Commission  in  1882.  Snzefy 
his  hon.  fnend  did  not  believe  tiiat  nothing 
could  be  done  without  a  CommisBi<m  M 
Inquiry  I  During  the  last  five  years  the 
whole  educational  system  of  India  had 
been  over-hauled  in  the  completest  way 
possible ;  there  had  been  arrangements 
made  tn  co-ordination  which  never 
been  possible  before ;  the  heads  of  de- 
partments  had  met  together  and  hid 
made  every  possible  effort  to  improve 
the  educatitmal  system  He  admitted 
that  this  question  was  of  the  greatest 
importance,  but  it  should  not  be  judged 
as  at  least  one  hon.  Gentleman  had 
judged  it,  from  the  standpdnt  of 
the  conduct  of  a  few  students  in 
one  school  in  one  district  in  one 
province.  That  was  not  the  way  to 
bring  such  an  important  question  before 
the  House.  His  hon.  friend  the  mover 
hid  said  that  he  wanted  free  elementary 
education  throughout  India.  Did  the 
hon.  Gentleman  know  what  the  parents 
of  the  children  really  paid  for  elemen- 
tary education  in  India  ?  It  was 
the  merest  bagatelle,  and  elementary 
education  was  already  praoticidly  free. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  meant  that  the 
State  was  to  provide  large  sums  of  money 
to  build  schools  in  every  village  in  India, 
he  was  proposing  to  penalise  the  people 
of  the  country  to  an  extent  that  could 
be  hardly  appreciiited.  They  would  have 
to  screw  up  the  Land  Tax,  which  was 
at  prraent  moderate,  to  the  sort  of  figure 
which  was  falsely  and  ignorantly  asserted 
now  obtained.  Again,  with  what  countries 
was  the  education  in  India  compared 
when  the  backward  condition  of  educa- 
tion in  India  was  spoken  of  ?  It  was 
said  that  four  out  of  every  five  Indian 
villages  had  no  school,  that  three  out 
of  every  four  boys  had  no  education, 
that  oidy  one  girl  out  of  every  forty 
was  at  school.  But  hon.  Members  were 
comparing  an  Oriental  Empire  with  thi^ 
island ;  and  was  there  any  reason  in 
that  ?  There  was  no  possible  basis 
for  a  comparision  between  an.  Oriental 
Empire  and  a  Western  isljud.  If 
his  friends  wanted  to  contrast  the  relative 
goodness  or  badness  of  the  education 
in  our  Indian  Empire,  let  them  compare 
it  with  that  of  other  Oriental  countries. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  Japan.]  But 
■Japan  was  only  one  country  and 
he  regretted  he   had^ot  the  facts, 
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I  he  understood  that  already  some 
the   chuacteristic     virtues  of 
penile   vera    threatened.  The 
rest  Oriental  country  to  India  was 
na,  and  nobody  had  thought  that 

information  in  regard  to  education 
China  was  worth  collecting.  He 
mitted  that  to  compare  the  educa- 
al  figures  of  India  with  those  of 

country  was  to  fall  into  a  gulf  of 
larity  that  was  abyamal.  If 
ffledge  wag  not  comparative,  what 
e  could  attach  to  the  statements 
lis  hon.  friend?    They  were  told 

there  were  1,000,000  natives  in 
a  who  were  to  some  extent  literate  in 
ish.  The  inference  he  drew  from  that 
waa  that  so  much  attention  should 
i>e  paid  to  those  who  spoke  for  this 
I  fraction  of  the  population,  but 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  get 
le  feelings  of  the  real  masses,  who 

not  denationalised,  and  who  had 
orsaken  all  the  habits  and  customs 
eir  country.  His  hon.  friend  had 
ed  to  Sir  W.  Himter's  Commission, 
emembered  that  Sir  W.  Hunter 
that,  as  the  result  of  the  present 
tional  system,  the  original  prin- 

of  which  had  been  laid  down  in 
ve  should  have  a  loyal  India,  and 
he  educated  classes  would  not  want 

rid  of  us.  Now,  if  there  was  one 
ivhich  desired  to  get  rid  of  us  it 
lat  very  class  of  people  who  had 
id  a  sort  of  English  education, 
ducation  given  to  the  masses  of 
opie  of  India  where  it  was  desired, 

be  Baited  to  those  who  received 
should  be  given  in  the  vernacular, 
lould  lay  before  them  the  former 
if  the  country,  the  anarchy  and 

from  which  they  had  emerged,  and 
at  benefits  they  now  enjoyed  from 
rule.  That  was  far  from  the 
upon  those  who  were  at  present 
in  EngUsh.  No  reference  had 
lade  by  the  hon.  Members  who 
ived  and  seconded  the  Resolution 
fact  that  the  present  Secretary 
o  for  India  had  appointed  two 
>nist8  to  his  Council,  one  a 
gentleman  of  great  experience 
htion  in  a  native  State,  and  the 

JEiiTopean  of  high  educational 
y.  The  present  Government  of 
under  Lord  Minto,  was  also 
ing  what  great  advantage  could 

CLXXXVII.  [Fourth  Seuies.] 


be  gained  by  making  elementary  educa- 
tion   throughout   India    free — a  pro- 
position  which  he  understood  from 
inquiry  had  not  met  with  very  general 
support.   Then,  comments  had  been 
made  by  his  hon.  friends  upon  the  expen- 
diture on  education  in  India-    He  saw 
that  there  had  been  an  annual  increase 
in  the  last  thirty  years  of  a  quarter  of  a 
million  in  the  amount  spent  upon  educa- 
tion.   He  did  not  know  why  this  should 
be  the  subject  of  criticism,  when  he  con- 
sidered that  eigh'y  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation of  In^a  were  agriculturists  in  a 
small  way,  and  were  not  in  need  of  that 
kind  of  education  which  would  make 
them  discontented  with  their  occupation 
and  their  rulers.    It  was  at  least  doubtful, 
in  his  opinion,  whether  there  was  any 
particular  need  for  taxing  them  in  order 
to  hurl  at  them  a  system  of  education 
for  which  they  had  not  asked.  The 
sum    spen  t     on     educ  ation  produced 
annually    1,600    B.A.'s    and  8,000 
graduates  whose  conduct  had  not  been 
such  as  to  encourage  the  Government  to 
make  the  sum  larger.   Was  it  certain 
that  this  sum  was  inadequate  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  State  ?  His 
memory  would  not  serve  him  to  recall 
the  many  classes  of  colics  and  schools 
which  existed  in  India,  and  it  was  ex- 
traordinary that  this  system  of  educa- 
tion should  be  so  complex,  so  complete, 
and  so  widely  dispe  sed  in  India  as  it 
was.    It  was  not  as  if  it  were  a  case  o£ 
European  countries,  where  the  Grovem- 
ment  had  pelded  yard  by  yard  in  re- 
sistance to  the  demand  made  upon  it,  hut 
the  Government  of  India  had,  out  of 
its  own  conscienlioiisness  and  its  own 
sense  of  what  was   right  and  just  to 
the  people,  practically  thrust  upon  them 
this  education.    He  did  not  say  that 
the  people  had  not  readily  assimilated  it, 
that  was  to  say,  the  upper  classes,  such 
as  the   BrahmiuB,   the  landlords,  and 
particularly  those  in  Bengal — those  upper 
castes  whose  electioneering  t^  lent  and 
pDlitical  ins*in"t   were   so  great  that 
although    they    were    members  of  a 
privileged  class,  and  aristocrats  of  the 
most  distinguished  position,  they  had 
persuaded  the  democratic  Members  of 
this  House  who  sat  upon  the  opposite 
bench  and  the  Radical  Members  who  sat 
on  that  side,  that  they  were  theirnatural 
alhes,  and  had  induc^,t^^@(3@lale 
3  C 


1855  Sast  India  {COMMONS}  (EdvmUm).  mi 


common  cause  agamst  the  interests  of 
the  masses  of  theii  fellow-countrymen. 
What  was  this  education  in  India 
into  which  they  were  asked  to  have 
an  inquiiyl  l^eie  were  five  Univer- 
sities after  the  model  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Lqndon,  and  they  controlled 
nearly  200  colleges  and  about  23,000 
students.  It  was  originaUy  intended 
that  supervising  officers  should  inspect 
these  colle^  in  order  that  they  should  be 
kept  in  some  control ;  but  that  did  not 
happen,  and  these  colleges  had  besn 
left  to  their  own  devices.  Very  soon 
it  became  apparent  that  Bnglish  edu- 
cation had  a  marketable  value  how- 
ever imperfect  it  was,  and  these  colleges 
were  used  not  for  the  furtherance  of 
education  or  for  the  keeping  up  of  educa- 
tional standards,  but  for  the  easy  ac- 
quirement of  a  Bachelorship  of  Arts,  or 
failing  that  a  subordinate  qualification 
which  might  give  a  claim  to  a  clerk- 
ship. In  this  way  the  standard  of 
education  fell  below  that  which  was 
originally  intended  and  which  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  keep  up,  and  a  con- 
ference was  held  on  the  subject  in  1905. 
The  Government  of  India  proposed  to 
the  provincial  governments  of  India 
that  they  should  make  the  care  of  ele- 
mentary education  in  India  one  of  their 
chief  concerns,  and  not  only  did  the 
former  Government  profess  that  desire 
but  they  gave  a  grant  of  some  £200,000 
a  year  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
local  governments  to  carry  it  out,  and 
they  had  made  that  grant  annually 
ever  since.  It  had  become  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  senates  of  these 
Universities  and  the  governing  bodies 
should  be  reconstituted,  and  they  were 
reconstituted  by  an  Act  passed  after  the 
fullest  possible  inquiry  by  the  late  Viceroy 
after  communication  with  every  important 
educational  authority  in  India,  in  order  to 
keepKipthe  atandardof  those  colleges  which 
were  t^iated  to  those  Universities.  And 
what  was  the  result  f  A  storm  of 
protest,  and  the  Viceroy  who  had  car- 
ried that  measure  left  India  under  a 
cloud  of  obloquy,  and  amidst  a  storm  of 
abuse.  This  was  because  of  the  reform 
of  these  Universities  and  colleges  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  standard  of  education  and 
prevent  them  from  turning  out  half 
educated  graduates  and  scholars.  The 
object    of     the    scholars    too  often 

Mr* 


was  not  education  bat  to  wiitt 
B.A.  after  their  names,  and  it 
because  he  desired  to  prevent  tibis 
state  of  l^gs  that  the  late  Viceroy  leh 
India  one  of  the  most  unpopular  of  men. 
and  it  was  this  and  nothing  else  whidi 
led  to  his  being  the  victim  of  moat  gross 
and  unfair  abuse  by  the  vernacular  Ptms  of 
Bengal.  The  Grovemment  properly  pro- 
ceeded on  the  basis  of  allowing  tlie  Univer 
sities  to  reform  themselves.  An  in- 
spector of  education,  Mr.  Orange,  wu 
brought  out  from  England,  and  after  his 
arrival  he  believed  a  new  era  of  educa- 
tional efficiency  began  in  India,  just  as  & 
new  era  of  adnunistrative  efficiency  began 
in  England  when  the  House  of  Orange 
came  here.  He  did  not  attribute  this, 
however,  to  the  introduction  of  a 
stranger  from  England  to  the  chief  place 
in  the  educational  hierarchy.  Another 
step  had  been  taken  by  t^e  late 
administration  in  India.  The  Grovem- 
ment of  India  had  the  courage  to 
point  out  that  in  the  pchools  of  India 
the  vernacular  was  not  sufficiently  taught. 
That  was  the  fact,  and  it  was  also  the 
fact  that  our  public  pervanta  were  not 
able  to  converse  easily  with  the  natives. 
The  Government  inmsted  that  education 
should  be  given  in  the  vemacolar  lan- 
guage, and  no  step  was  more  necessary 
in  our  educational  arrangements  in  India. 
Then  as  to  secondary  education,  new 
training  schools  had  been  opened;  and  in 
regard  to  prinlary  education,  more  and  bet- 
ter teachers  were  appointed,  the  inspecting 
staff  was  increased,  and  the  industrial 
and  commercial  branches  were  developed. 
He  could  remember  the  way  in  which 
senates  of  Universities  were  formed. 
Everybody  who  was  of  any  importance, 
or  thought  himself  to  be  of  any  import- 
ance, became  a  fellow  of  his  local  Uiu- 
versity.  In  the  time  of  the  late  Viceroy 
this  matter  was  altered  and  eenat^ 
more  capable  of  performii^  the  duties 
were  appointed.  In  addition  hostels 
were  founded  in  order  to  give  the 
students  somewhere  to  live,  a  most 
necessary  provision,  because  he  would 
really  hesitate  to  tell  the  House  the 
manner  in  which  those  students  who 
ought  to  be  in  a  state  of  pupil- 
age lived,  and  the  conditions  of 
the  quarters  of  the  towns  in  which 
they  dwelt.  Efforts  were  also  made  to 
remove  politics  fn>m.tfa«^purv^«f  these 
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educational  institutions,  and  to  keep 
boys  from  college  out  of  biawls  in  which 
they  were  far  too  prone  to  indulge. 
But  the  reforms  vhit^  had  lately  taken 
place  did   not   atop   there.,  training 
schools  were  opened  for  Hindoo  and 
Hahomedan  widows   and  the  wives  of 
masters,  so  that  there  might  be  women 
capable  of  inspection  for  education  pur- 
pose, and  of  giving  zenana  teaching 
to  girls  of  high  class  families.  Another 
step  had  been  taken  by  improving 
Bengal  into  two  administrations  with 
equal  rank,  the  original  province,  equal 
in  size  to  over  a  dozen  Scotlanda  and  in 
population  to  two  Great  Britains  and  Ire- 
lands,  having  been  too  large  to  manage. 
He  thought  that  these  and  other  measures 
ought  to  be  mentioned  to  show  that  the 
Government  of  India  did  not  lie  under 
the  accusation  of  being  indifferent  to 
education  or  had  not  provided  sufficient 
funds  for  it,    A  searching  inquiry  into 
tbescope,  character,  and  methods  of  educa- 
tionin  India  was  in  his  judgment  uncalled 
lor  and  might  at  the  present  moment 
do  mare  harm  than  good.  Nothing 
cottji^e  less  justifiable  than  this  charge, 
thrUgh  of  course  it  might  fairly  be  said 
gainst  our  system  of  education  that  it 
lestroyed  that  reverence  for  authority 
which  was  desirable,  and  that  instead  of 
being  brought  up  to  reverence  his  parents, 
his  religion,  his  country,  and  his  Govern- 
ment, the  Indian  student  was  brought 
up    now    to    show    no    respect  for 
anybody    else,  and    little   for  him- 
self.    A  change  was  needed  in  that 
respect.     The    Government  of  India 
worked  under  extraordinary  limitations. 
It  had  to  divorce  education  from  religion 
and  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  this 
particular   difficulty   had   escaped  its 
notice.    The  Government  of  India  had 
had  it  before  them  over  and  over  again 
and  they  had  attempted  to  deal  with  it 
by    prescribing    text-books    and  by 
other    measures,    But    the  difficulty 
was  inherent  in  the  situation.  The 
Government  of  India  could  only  be 
neutral    as    to    religious  instruction, 
and    therefore   we    should    have  to 
pat  up  with  this  difficulty  and  the 
difficulties  we  were  now  exposed  to  would 
multiply  and   increase.    He  had  seen 
a  statement  made  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  municipal  schools  of  Bombay. 
That  gentleman  was  a  Faisee  and  there- 


{^diiattion).  iSSS 

fore  impartial  as  well  as  capable.  He 
said — 

"  The  Indian  student  does  not  conunand 
mooh  inflaeaoe  among  the  nuases  of  bis  countiy- 
men  and  doea  not  repment  them. " 

He  beltoTOd  that  to  be  literally  true. 
There  must  be  something  wrong  he 
thought  about  a  system  of  education 
which  produced  students  of  whom  such 
things  could  be  said  and  which  turned 
out  so  many  lawyers  that  the  people 
talked  of  our  Government  as  the  "  King- 
dom of  the  Lawyers."  These  lawyers 
said :  "  Who  says  we  are  not  capable  of 
ruling  India  ?  "We  rule  India  now." 
Mr.  Bepin  Chandra  Pal  hid  said  that. 
Yes,  but  subject  to  the  impartial  British 
supervision.  It  was  that  feature  of  the 
system  of  which  they  desired  to  be  lid. 
Did  his  hon.  friend  approve  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  educational  establishments 
in  Bengal,  for  instance,  and  of  their 
results  ?  He  did  not  think  an  inquiry 
of  the  kind  asked  for  would  remove 
the  real  educational  difficulty  of  our 
government  of  India.  He  did  not  know 
how  it  could  be  removed,  but  if 
it  could  it  would  be  a  great  step 
forward.  Those  who  were  responsible 
tor  this  system  of  education  so  little 
knew  what  they  were  doing  that  Lord 
Macauley  in  1836  said  that  if  his  advice 
was  taken  there  would  not  be  an  idolator 
in  Bengal  in  thirty  years  time  !  If  any 
change  was  to  be  made  it  should  be  in 
the  direction  of  going  back  as  far  as 
possible  to  the  vemacuhtr  lan^ua^es. 
We  wanted  to  deptrt  from  the  principle 
of  teaching  everything  through  the 
medium  of  the  English  language  and 
from  inculcating  the  principle  that  any- 
thing that  is  good  for  this  country  must 
of  a  necessity  be  good,  for  India.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  institute  an 
inquiry  or  Commission  which  would 
remove  this  difficulty,  he  himself  would 
gladly  vote  foi  it.  But  became  he 
believed  that  no  inquiry  would  be  able 
to  solve  this  question  and  that  an  inquiry 
now  would  only  have  the  effect  of  stirring 
up  factious  agitation  which  was  now  on 
the  wane,  he  should  vote  against  the 
Motion. 


•Sib  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire) 
said  the  hon.  Member  had  spoken  strongly 
against  the  Motion,  but  he  was  only  a 
private  Member^  ^nd  the~  Hou^ .  had 
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iha  right  to  hear  any  political  reasons 
there  might  be  against  the  inquiry  from 
the  responsible  representative  of  the 
India  Office.  In  these  Indian  debates 
there  were  so  many  Members  of-  great 
Indian  experience  and  sometimes  of 
high  positioii  who  wished  to  speak  that 
they  were  almost  botmd  to  speak  with 
their  eyes  on  the  clock. 

Attention  called  to  the  f  ict  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted;  and,  forty  Members  being  found 
present — 

*SiR  J.  JARDINE,  continuing,  isaid 
that  this  being  the  great  inquest  of  the 
nation  it  must  not  be  supposed  that 
the  discussion  must  mean  censure  of 
the  (xovemment  of  Lidia.  He  agreed 
very  much  with  what  had  been  said 
by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, and  concurred  in  the  view  that 
more  education  was  wanted,  and  that 
it  would  have  an  extremely  beneficial 
effect  on.  the  masses  of  the  people.  It 
was  necessary  to  put  the  ryots  and 
the  peasantry  upon  something  like  fair 
terms  with  the  money-lenders  and  the 
petty  officials  who  now  tormented  them. 
Without  doubt,  in  regard  to  processes 
of  agriculture  and  manufacture  of  many 
kinds,  technical  education  would  prove 
a  great  blessing  in  Irdir,.  He  hr.il  had 
the  opportunity  of  observirg  the  work 
done  by  colleges  and  Universities  in 
higher  education,  and  he  could  say  that 
in  India,  as  in  this  country,  and  us  in 
Ancient  Greece,  learning  had  been  well 
justified  of  her  childron.  Much  (»f  the 
improvement,  the  sot-ial  reforms,  the  pro- 
gress in  practical  arts  and  in  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  country  had  been 
started  and  carric4l  out  by  natives 
who  had  received  the  benefit  of  higher 
education.  It  was  one  of  those  matters 
which  might  well  be  submitted  to  in- 
quiry. It  was  admitted  that  by  means 
of  the  colleges  and  Universities  the 
public  service  had  been  supplied  and 
advanced  both  in  learning  and  integrity. 
That  was  one  of  the  commonplaces  they 
might  hear  any  day  from  Indian  states- 
men at  prize -givings.  The  new  education 
had  really  changed  the  whole  state  of 
things.  The  subject  was  •  often  com- 
plicated by  discussions  as  to  the 
effect   of  University   education  upon 

Sir  J.  Jardine. 


speculative  political  thought  «A  3 
loyalty   of  the  people.      He  th(  j 
these  things  were  beyond  the  qii*ri 
It  was  difficult  to   know  how 
was  due    to    education.     Once  '-^ 
had    wakened     up     the    mind  A 
think  in    unaccustomed   grooves  t« 
they  got   an   element   of  BpecuisTI 
thought  thrown  across   the  landscj 
of  Ufe  and  what  the  result  woulo^ 
no  one  could  tell.   He  thought  ufl 
might  leave  these  matters  out  of  ri* 
sideration.    The  same  kind  of  objecn« 
was   raised   in  Ancient   Greece  wt* 
the  questioning  methods  of  pbi]o6op|i(>f 
like  Socrates  mgan  to  make  people  thi^ 
He  was  cbargea  with  sapping  the  moa 
foundations  on  which  the  aucient  orntt 
reposed,  with    unsettling  ^e 
of  youth.    Supposing  it  was  true,  it 
could  still  be  said  that  by  educate 
much  of  the  ancient  fanaticism  had  bert  j 
exploded.    He  thought  a  case  had  W'-  i 
made  out  as  to  whether  the  time  had  n«'  ' 
come  for  a  much  greater  extension  <'  | 
education   in   India.    They^l^  '^'^'^ 
there  were  great  difficulties  "^  ^'  I 
way  ;  those  who  had  had  most  , 
with  India  were  most  aware  of  tl 
fact.    Many  of  the  people  who  foa 
or  fifty  years  ago  were  obstinately  agaii 
any  great  change  were,  however,  nt 
willing.    He  would  urge  that  inqiii 
might  bo  made  into  the  question  as 
how   far  the   Government   h.ad  f^o 
forward  or  had  been  guilty  of  shoi 
coming  in  getting  the  natives  to  jo 
in  the  management  of  every  sort 
educational  concern.    The  chief  vali 
of  high  bodies  of  learning  in  India  w, 
that  Europeans  and  natives   met  c 
terms  of  learned  and  academical  equalil 
and  there  was  a  large  exchange  of  view- 
Where  they  had  western  people  Uyin 
down  the  law  for  oriental  communitit 
that  was  a  very  desirable  thing,  and  i 
might  be  carried  out  much  furthej 
He  thought  there  would  be  a  great  ad 
vantage  in  having  some  such  inquir 
as  had  been  suggested  by  the  hon 
Member  who  moved  the  Resolution 
It  was  evading  the  question  to  try  ani 
make  out  that  this  was  some  sort  o 
censure  upon  the  Government  of  India, 
It  was  waste  of  time  to  lavish  praise  on 
distinguished  Viceroys  whom  do  apeakci 
had  abused.     He  would  remind  th: 
House  of  ft^i,i^^j45c^@g(a»roblem 
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Whoever   found  fault  with  Hercules  ? 
The  Motion  raised  a  very  serious  question. 
It  wan  admitted  that  the  monev  spent 
annually  on  education  in  India  was 
nothing  great.    There  was  a  tendency 
now  in  the  highest  official  circles  in  India 
to  make  elementary  education  free,  and 
there  was  a  great  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject going  on  in  England.   It  jrould  be  a 
good  thing  if  this  inquiry  were  begun, 
even  if  it  were  confined  to  one  province 
and  to  finding  out  what  methods  had 
been  successfiu  there.   If  the  inquiry 
took  place  in  the  small  province  of 
Burma  where  there  had  been  imcommonly 
good  results    through    establishing  a 
popular  Educational  Board,  where  not 
only  departmental  officials  but  all  the 
learned  professions,  the  missionary  col- 
leges, and  the  Buddist  monks  were  well 
reprinted,  he  could  understand  that  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  officials 
when  the  report  was  sent  in.   He  widied 
particularly  to  endorse  what  his  hon. 
friend  had  said  as  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  professors  sent  out  from  this 
country  being  imbued  a  great  deal  with 
a  knowledge  of  oriental  people  and  a  great 
regard  for  them.   The  great  danger  now 
was  that  we  might  be  altogether  too 
western  in  ournotions.  In  old  times  it  was 
sometimes  said  that  every  European  who 
went  out  to  India  used  to  degenerate 
towards   the    oriental    character.  Sir 
James  Mackintosh   recorded  that  the 
ones  among  us  became  Brahmanised 
and  the  haughtier  ones  sultaniseil.  There 
iwere  disadvantages  but  also  advantages 
n  that,  and  he  thought  the  danger  now 
ras  that  in  the  administration  of  educa- 
ion  as  well  as  of  other  things  we  might 
ot  be  giving  sufficient  weight  to  the 
eelings  of  the  people,  their  learning,  their 
raditions,  their  religions,  and  generally 
D   the    pervading    influcn-^es  of  that 
eculiar  world    in    which  they  had 
een  bom  and  in  which  they  had  grown 

Kand  into  which  we  had  been  pitched- 
erefore,  for  such  reasons  as  had 
ccurred  to  him  in  the  course  of  the 
ebate,  he  should  support  the  Resolution. 


•Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
berdeen    Universities)  said  he  could 
Dt  claim  to  speak  with  the  expert  know- 
tdge  of  those  who  bad  addressed  the 
^ouse,  but  the  subject  of  education 
iecessarily  had  a  special  interest  for  him, 


and  he  had  long  made  the  subject  of 
Education  in  India  a  matter  of 
special  study.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Merthyr  Tydvil  had  expressed  surprise 
that  so  few  members  were  present  to 
listen  to  the  debate,  and  he  especially 
smgled  out  the  Opposition  as  failing  in 
thatrespect;  but,  if  educational  discussion 
at  home  were  to  turn  upon  questions 
of  that  kind,  upon  the  vast  differences 
between  the  west  and  the  east,  upon 
certain  political  discussions  and  differ- 
ences, and  upon  divergencies  on  purely 
financial  questions,  he  wondered  what 
interest  they  would  raise  in  the  House 
even  if  the  Motion  related  to  education 
at  home.  It  was  not  at  all  necessary 
to  enter  upon  these  wider  questions  In 
connection  with  education.  Could  they 
not  leave  them  open  and  direct  their 
attention  to  the  very  definite  ques- 
tions which  called  for  solatioa  1 
The  House  was  not  provided  with  the 
necessary  material  for  fully  discussing 
the  question ;  and,  even  when  they  did 
get  to  discussing  it,  instead  of  confining 
themselves  to  purely  educational  matters 
they  got  into  all  sorts  of  side  issues  of 
caste  and  political  divergencies.  There 
were  two  or  three  educational  matters 
which  struck  htm  as  requiring  attention 
and  amendment  in  India.  He  would 
not  say  this  if  he  depended  merely 
on  his  own  knowledge,  but  he  was 
convinced  he  would  have  the  agree- 
ment of  the  majority  of  those  actually 
engaged  in  the  administration  of  India 
and  especially  of  education  there.  His 
own  observation  on  the  spot  had  only 
confirmed  these  views.  The  first  of 
these  was  no  doubt  the  difficulty  that 
had  been  referred  to,  that  the  education 
was  too  bookish  and  not  sufficiently 
practical.  That  was  quite  true,  but  how 
could  they  teach  technical  art  and 
workmanship  in  a  country  where  the 
particular  inhabitants  were  brought  up 
to  inherit  a  particular  trade  and  not 
to  interfere  with  any  other  ?  They  were 
carpenters  or  weavers,  or  followed 
some  inherited  and  well-defined  handi- 
craft, and  they  would  not  change. 
It  was  very  hard  to  spread  technical 
knowledge  of  a  general  kind  among  a 
population  of  that  sort.  In  fact 
the  question  of  technical  education 
n  India  was  a  subject  of  vast  difficulty. 
No  one  could  fail  '^'1fd'^illti>f«Bsed^y^its 
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defects,  and  ^so  by  its  urgent  need ; 

but  the  utmost  caution  was  required  in 
seeing  how  to  engraft  it  upon  the  local 
conditions.  As  for  the  question  of  free 
education,  it  was  almost  a  mockery  to 
speak  of  it.  The  fee  paid  was  very  often 
something  like  two  annas  a  month  or 
a  nominal  fee  of  that  sort.  In  most 
casM  there  was  also  some  payment  in 
kind,  but  such  payment  in  kind  was 
traditional  and  usual.  He  wanted 
rather  to  come  to  that  part  of  educa- 
tion which  came  more  prominently 
before  an  Knglishman  visiting  India, 
and  on  which  he  was  perhaps  able  to 
form  a  better  opinion.  The  first  defect 
he  had  seen  in  the  secondary  schools, 
comparing  them  with,  our  own,  was 
what  applied  there  far  more  than  in 
elementary  schools — the  lack  of  any 
practical  technical  education.  It  seemed 
to  him  as  he  went  through  school  after 
school  that  there  was  a  mildew  over  the 
work  in  this  respect.  He  would  give 
only  one  instance.  He  remembered 
having  been  shown  fay  the  head  of  one 
of  these  schools  an  instrument  for  taking 
Marconi  messages'.  He  asked  with  what 
place  they  were  connected  and  was  told 
there  was  no  connection  and  that  it  was 
simply  an  instrument  to  show  how  a 
message  was  taken.  It  was  of  no  more 
value  for  technical  education  than  a  toy, 
giving  no  scientific  knowledge  of  the 
subject  at  all.  The  same  sort  of  thing 
spread  through  it  all  and  no  one  was 
more  ready  to  admit  the  defects  than 
the  heads  of  some  of  these  colleges. 
There  was  another  defect  which  went 
far  deeper,  and  that  was  that  the  educa- 
tion, faulty  and  defective  as  it  was,  was 
far  too  much  regulated  by  the  evil  system 
of  examinations.  He  was  not  going  to 
praise  or  blame  those  who  established 
the  educational  system  in  India.  It  was 
established  at  a  time  when  the  worship 
of  competitive  examinations  held  full 
sway  and  when  it  was  believed  that  it 
and  it  alone  was  to  regenerate  education. 
He  referred  to  the  ideas  prevaling  in 
the  third  quarter  of  last  century. 
We  had  learnt  better.  We  had  learnt 
that  the  S3rstem  was  thoroughly  false, 
and  were  getting  quit  of  it  as  fast  as  we 
could  from  our  schools.  More  and  more 
we  were  feeling  that  it  was  wrong, 
that  it  took  away  from  the  teacher  the 
real  influence  that  he  ought  to  have,  and 
Sir  Senrjf  Craik. 


that  it  made  school  work  a  degrading  and 
not  a  fruitful  pursuit.  That  was  exactly 
what  they  had  got  and  what  they  appar- 
ently could  not  break  away  from  in  India. 
He  remembered  a  conversation  he  had  with 
one  of  the  very  best  of  the  principals 
of  these  schoob,  who  told  him  how  he 
was  beld  down  in  all  his  work  by  the 
necessity  of  preparing  e^ilusively  for 
these  examinations.  He  must  work  his 
scholars  solely  for  matriculation  or  the 
first  B.A.  examination  or  some  or  other 
of  the  University  eximin»tions.  He 
said — 

"  Why,  do  yuit  know  what  I  have  been  doing 
to-day.  I  have  been  teaching  these  IndiaB 
boys  '  Silas  Mamer,'  and  Shelley's  '  Ode  to  « 
Skyhirk.'  They  ooold  not  understand  one 
woid  of  it." 

They  could  not  get  that  into  the 
minds  of  thjse  people.  A  book  like 
"  Silas  Mamer "  was  absolutely  un- 
intelligible to  an  Eastern  student. 
Yet  against  his  will,  knowing  that  it 
was  doing  no  good,  this  able  and  highly 
qualified  principal  was  being  forced 
to  teach  according  to  this  treadmill 
work.  He  knew  the  difficulties  per- 
fectly well.  He  knew  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  put  forward  the  difficulty 
of  getting  rid  of  the  system,  and  point 
out  that  they  could  not  without  it 
maintain  any  imiform  standard  or  trust 
the  localities  not  to  undersell  each  other. 
That  might  be  true.  He  admitted  the 
difficulty ;  but  unless  they  could  get  over 
that  some  way  or  other,  and  get  rid  of 
this  competitive  system,  they  would  never 
have  real  education  in  India.  One 
other  point  he  would  press  on  the  hon. 
Grentleman.  He  was  not  in  favour  of 
a  new  Commission  of  Inquiry.  Let 
them  not  pull  things  up  constantly  by 
the  roots  to  see  how  they  were  growing. 
It  was  the  worat  thing  in  the  world. 
Let  them  leave  education  to  grow  by 
itself.  If  any  official  went  wrong  let 
them  hang  him.  Let  them  bring  him  to 
book  and  turn  him  off,  but  let  them 
not  interfere  with  his  work  by  a  constant 
recourse  to  the  meddling  of  Commissions. 
He  knew  what  these  Commissions  would 
do.  They  had  had  a  tendency  already 
to  this  interference  of  officialism  at 
home.  Personally  he  regretted  the  send- 
ing out  of  a  junior  official  from  En^^d 
to  take  a  portion  of  authority  over 
old  and  experienced,  ^enO*5P?  ^o"* 
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Member,  who  had  moved  the  Besolu- 
Hon  hoped  that  no  one  connected 
with  Indian  education  would  be  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Commission — no  one,  that 
was  to  say,  who  had  given  his  life  to 
the  work,  and  necessarily  knew  it.  In 
sending  out  a  Conmiission  which  was 
to  be  exempt  from  any  sort  of  experience, 
to  be  drawn  from  new  men,  who  were 
to   be  damped   upon   India  without 
knowledge  of  the   vernacular,  which 
could  only  be  slowly  acquired,  would  be 
to  commit  over  again  the  mistake  that  was 
made  between  1850  and  1860,  when  this 
county  dumped  upon  India  its  new  idea 
of  competitive  examination.   Let  them 
try  to  develop  the  genius  of  the  Indian 
people  on  l^eir  own  lines  and  get  rid,  if 
they  could,  of  that  sbBoid  idea  that  they 
could   only   teach   higher  education 
through  the  medium  of  the  English 
language.    The   very  same  Principal 
whose   words   he    had    just  quoted 
told  him  that  the  very  best  student  of 
philosophy   he    had   ever    met  with 
in  India   could   not  get  his  degree 
in  philosophy  on  the  verdict  of  tiie 
examiners,  although  they  all  agreed  with 
the  Principal  in  placing  him  at  the  highest 
intellectual  level,  simply  because  he  wav 
not  familiar  with  the  English  language. 
Could  there  be  anything  more  absurd  ? 
They  had  to  train  these  natives  to  take 
their  place  in  native  States  as  Indian 
gentlemen,  Indian  landlords,  and  leaders 
of  Indian  society,  which  was  far  better 
than  that  they  should  be  Babus  or 
lawyers  or  agitators.    Why  should  they 
be  taught  that  no  knowledge  can  come 
except   through   the   language   of  a 
Western  island  ?    Some  of  the  wisest 
men  he  had  met  amongst  our  own  ad- 
ministrators regretted  this  superstitious 
cultivation   of   the   English  language 
among  the   natives.    Choie   very  high 
ofiScial,  in  all  but  the  highest  official 
rank  in  India,  told  him  that  he  had  called 
on  an  Indian  gentleman  and  finding  his 
children  alone  in  the  room  he  began 
to  speak  to  them  in  Hindustani.  TKey 
said  they  did  not  know  the  language, 
but  if  he  would  speak  in  English  they 
could  understand  him.   So  far  had 
this  superstition  gone  that  in  certain 
Indian  families  the  children  were  dis- 
couraged from  speaking  in  their  own  ver- 
nacular, but  were  encouraged  to  speak 
in  a  foreign  language.   He  was  not  in 


favour  of  a  new  Commission  of  Inquiry 
bringing  in  a  flood  of  alien  ideas,  but 
he  would  press  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  one  point  which  he  thought 
essential  for  the  bettering  of  educational 
administration  iu  India.  A  great  scheme 
of  educational  change  could  only  be 
put  forward  in  the  Viceroy's  Council 
through  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  in  India.  How  should  we 
do  here  if  the  Board  of  Education  could 
only  be  represented  in  the  Cabinet  by 
the  Home  Secretary  or  some  alien  official  ? 
He  was  perfectly  certain  that  in  the 
working  of  the  Education  Department 
they  could  not  have  their  views  properly 
laid  before  the  highest  authority  until 
they  had  a  representative  on  the  Viceroy's 
Council.  He  had  heard  over  and  over 
again  complaints  amongst  the  educational 
administrators  of  India  of  the  difficulty 
they  had  felt — that  after  they  had 
elaborated  their  scheme  the  whole  thing 
had  to  go  through  the  gamut  of  secre- 
taries, Under-Secretaries,  and  clerks 
in  another  Department.  He  knew 
that  the  general  view  of  the  official 
in  India  was  against  this,  but  he 
was  certain  .if  he  had  learnt  anything 
in  educational  administration  that  the 
complaint  made  by  the  educational 
administration  in  India  was  a  just  and 
right  one,  and  that  they  would  never 
have  a  sound  scheme  brought  forward 
and  carried  through  or  even  considered 
with  doe  care  unless  they  had  what  all 
the  other  administrative  Departments  of 
India  had,  a  representative  of  their  own 
on  the  Viceroy's  Council. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Charles  Hob- 
HOusE,  Bristol,  E.) :  I  regret  that  my 
hon.  friend  the  Under-Secretary  for 
India  is  prevented  by  indisposition  from 
being  present  on  this  occasion  to  reply 
for  the  Cfovernment.  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  indicated  as 
his  remedy  for  many  of  the  educational 
defects  in  the  educational  sjrstem  of 
India  the  adding  of  another  member  to 
the  Viceroy's  Executive  Council.  But 
quite  apart  from  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  adding  a  member  to  that  Council 
I  cannot  help  expressing  my  own  feeling, 
drawn  from  a  very  considerable  experi- 
ence at  close  quarters  with  Indian  ad- 
I  ministration,  that' an  additional  i^^ber 
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on  Xhe  Viceroy*s  Council  generally  means 
delay  and  not  eq>edition  in  the  treatment 
of  subjects*  and  while  I  have  no  authority 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  India  Office 
upon  this  matter  my  own  opinion  is 
clearly  against  any  such  remedy.  The 
Resolution  before  the  House  is  that  there 
should  be  an  inquiry  into  "  the  scope, 
character,  and  methods  of  education  in 
India.'*  It  has  been  suggested  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  that  it  would  practi- 
cally be  a  censure  upon  the  Government 
of  India  if  such  an  inquiry  were  instituted. 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
Indian  administration  at  the  closest 
possible  quarters  during  the  last  six 
months,  and  I  am  in  a  position  to  t«ll 
the  House  with  confidence  that  there 
is  no  subject,  amongst  all  those  which 
occupy  the  attention  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  government  of  India,  which  is  so 
close  to  their  hearta  and  so  much  occu- 
pies their  constant  attention  as  that 
of  education.  If  I  were  to  indulge  in  any 
personal  criticism  of  that  administration 
I  should  say  that  their  thoughts  are  too 
much  and  not  too  little  occupied  with  the 
subject  of  education.  Quite  apart  from 
the  effect  which  the  acceptance  of  this 
Motion  might  have  upon  the  Qovemment 
of  India,  I  should  like  the  House  to 
consider  what  the  Government  has  done 
during  the  last  ten  years.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  has  pointed  out 
that  the  amount  spent  upon  education 
in  India  is  comparatively  small.  I 
agree.  It  is  now  about  £2,500,000,  but 
that  is  an  increase  in  the  last  ten  years 
of  80  per  cent,  upon  the  previous  expendi- 
ture. Since  the  year  1895-6  that  expendi- 
ture has  gone  up  from  £1 ,400,000  in  round 
figures  to  £2,600,000  in  the  year  1905-6. 
It  is  said  that  more  money  is  wanted 
for  education.  But  there  is  not  a  ser- 
vice in  ludia  which  does  not  utter  the 
same  cry ;  so  that  the  House  has  to 
choose  whether  it  will  increase  the  taxa- 
tion of  India,  or  reduce  the  expenditure 
on  certain  objects,  or  starve  the  future 
requirements  of  India  in  respect  of  sani- 
tation, hospitals  and  dispensaries,  which 
are  badly  wanted  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts, and  agriculture.  All  these  are 
the  pressing  needs  of  India,  and  their 
provision  means  a  substantial  addition 
to  expenditure.  While  on  the  one  hand 
we  have  this  demand  for  increased 
expenditure,     the     Goverrment  are 
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threatened  wi^i  a  possible  diminution 
of  income  in  India  from  opium.  We 
are  also  faced  in  the  present  year  with 
a  balance  which,  although  it  is  on  the 
right  side,  is  so  small  that  we  cannot 
by  any  means  be  assured  that  we  shall 
find  ourselves  on  the  right  side  in  the 
future.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
point  out  what  advantages  have  been 
derived  by  the  people  of  India  from 
this  increased  grant  for  educational 
purposes  during  the  last  ten  years. 
The  number  of  educational  institutions 
has  gone  up  from  152,000  to  IGO.OOO, 
and  the  number  of  persons  attending 
from  4,300,(MK)  to  5,250,000.  There- 
fore there  has  been  a  notable  and  sub- 
stantial addition  to  the  number  of  per- 
sons w^ho  desire  to  take  advantage  of 
the  education  provided,  and  who  have 
had  facilities  afforded  them  for  bettering 
their  position.  And  here  let  me  say 
how  cordially  I  agree  with  everything 
that  has  fallen  from  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  as  to  the  advan- 
tages of  education  given  in  the  verna- 
cular. There  has  been  a  notable  increase 
in  the  number  of  those  who  have  studied 
the  vernacular  and  received  their  educa- 
tion through  its  aid.  The  numbers 
have  increased  by  700,000  and  the  atten- 
dances of  those  in  the  primary  schools 
are  equally  satisfactory.  I  hope  I 
have  not  dwelt  upon  these  very  material 
facts  at  undue  length.  Let  me  now 
return  for  a  moment  to  the  inquiry 
suggested  in  the  Motion.  Reference 
has  been  made  to  the  Educational  Com- 
mission, under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir 
William  Hunter,  which  was  instituted 
during  Lord  Ripon's  Viceroyalty.  The 
effects  of  that  Commission  are  reviewed 
quinquennially  ;  and  the  Report,  which 
is  expectetl  this  year,  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  very  satisfactory  reading  to  hon. 
Members.  But  there  has  been  more 
recent  investigations.  In  1902  there 
was  an  Indian  Universities  Commission, 
the  result  of  which  was  that  the  control 
of  the  Universities  over  th?  offiliated 
colleges  and  high  schools  has  been  greatly 
increased  and  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion raised.  In  1901-2  there  was  a 
technical  education  committee,  which 
resulted  first  of  all  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  special  instructors  of 
high  attainments ;  and  secondly  in  a 
special  grant  of  2|  kldis  for  technical 
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instruction.  Some  of  the  methods  in 
the  technic  1  schools  have  been  criticised, 
but  I  myself  have  found  in  one  school 
the  practice  of  weaving  being  taught 
on  a  commercial  scale.  Some  of 
the  pupils  themselves  introduced  a 
hand  loom,  and  so  simplified  the  machine 
as  greatly  to  reduce  the  cost.  There 
has  also  been  the  Simla  Conference 
of  1901,  which'  was  attended  by  all 
the  directors  of  public  instruction  of 
the  provincial  Governments,  and 
led  to  'the  entire  reconstruction  of 
educational  methods  and  control  in 
India.  It  led  further  to  a  great  reduc- 
tion of  examination  and  to  a  great 
increase  of  inspection — a  change  which 
has  been  decidedly  beneliciaL  Now, 
what  is  -the  present  system  in  India  ^ 
The  aniyersities  are  controlled  by  their 
own  senates,  and  the  higher  schools  and 
colleges  are  more  or  less  largely  con- 
trolled by  the  university  authorities.  I 
think  that  in  most  cases — I  am  not  sure 
that  I  can  say  all — they  receive  con- 
siderable grants  from  the  Groveinment. 
Then  there  is  the  case  of  the  middle 
schools.  I  am  not  altogetlier  sure  that 
they  are  in  a  satisfactory  state.  They 
are  largely  under  the  control  of  the 
municipal  authorities,  and  the  inquiries 
which  I  and  my  colleagues  have  had  to 
conduct  in  India  on  another  subject, 
and  which  it  was  impossible  in  many 
cases  not  to  include  under  the  head  of 
education,  have  led  me  clearly  to  the 
conclusion  that  an  education  tax  is  not 
regarded  by  them  with  any  satisfaction 
at  all.  That  is  natural.  We  are  not 
fond  of  taxes  in  our  own  country.  An 
education  tax  does  not  bring  with  it  an 
immediate  return,  and  while  we  regret 
the  apathy  with  which  education  is  re- 
garded by  the  municipalities  I  think  that 
after  all  that  is  a  passing  condition  of 
sentiment,  and  no  doubt  the  time  will 
come  when  in  the  municipalities  in  ques- 
tion they  will  perceive  the  advantage  of 
rating  themselves  for  the  benefit  of  thei 
own  children.  I  come  now  to  the  case 
of  the  primary  schools.  These  are  under 
the  control  mostly  of  local  boards,  assisted 
no  doubt  by  Governmenl  grants.  Here 
my  own  experience  leads  me  to  think 
that  there  is  far  too  much  interference 
with  the  educational  authorities  in  the 
primary  schools,  and,  although  the 
district  boards  may  not  conduct  the 
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primary  schools  as  the  Bdncation  De- 
partment mi^t  desire  at  the  present 
moment,  I  would  rather  see  greater  re- 

sponsibiiity  placed  on  the  district  boards 
with  the  view  of  their  educating  them- 
selves in  the  management  of  these  schools, 
so  that  eventually  both  the  boards  and 
the  schools  might  become  more  in- 
terested in  education  than  they  are  now. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  female 
education.  Nobody  who  has  ever  been 
in  India,  for  however  brief  a  period,  or 
who  has  in  any  way  studied  Indian 
problems,  can  have  omitted  to  notice  the 
extraordinary  advance  which  has  been 
made  in  the  education  of  girls.  The 
religions,  caste,  and  tradition,  are 
against  it,  and  it  is  very  slowly  indeed 
that  the  gates  are  being  opened  to  the 
females  of  India  to  place  them  on  tibe  high 
road  of  education.  It  is  impossible  to 
force  upon  any  class  in  India  the  education 
of  their  female  relatives  until  they  them- 
selves are  ready  to  send  them  to  school. 
Let  me  add  tMs.  There  has  been  to  a 
limited  extent,  from  all  that  I  can  gather, 
a  very  great  change  in  the  opinion  of 
certain  classes  in  India  as  to  female 
education.  I  recollect  very  well  on  one 
occasion  I  saw  performed  in  public 
certain  dances  by  female  children  of 
Brahmins — an  exhibition  which,  I  am 
told,  twenty  years  ago  would  have  been 
absolutely  impossible.  That  is  a  mark 
of  the  progress,  almost  the  revolution, 
which  has  tak&a.  place  on  that  subject 
in  the  course  of  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century.  I  have  dwelt  on  education  as 
applied  to  the  general  masses  of  the 
population  of  India.  I  have  not  men- 
tioned what  is  a  very  important  factor 
in  Indian  social  life,  namely,  that  there 
has  been  a  distinct  attempt  to  give  in- 
struction to  the  ruling  classes — the  chieb 
and  the  aristocracy.  There  are  five 
colleges  all  doing  excellent  work  in  the 
training  of  chiefs  to  take  a  serious  part 
in  the  administration  of  their  States, 
and  everyone  who  has  visited  and  seen 
these  colleges  cannot  help  testifying, 
I  think,  to  the  efficiency  of  the  educational 
work  they  are  doing.  As  to  the  people 
administering  the  great  system  of  edu- 
cation, there  is  the  Indian  educational 
service  recruited  in  this  country,  the 
provincial  service  recruited  in  India — 
these  two  forming  what  is  called  the 
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subordinate  service  recruited  entirely  in 
India.  I  do  not  know  that  all  these 
three  classes  are  in  an  entirely  satis- 
factory condition.  There  are  improve- 
ments which  might  possibly  be  made 
in  the  status  and  condition  of  entry  into 
these  classes,  and  these  alterations  and 
improvements  are  occupying  the  careful 
and  earnest  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
as  to  the  feeling  here  on  education  in 
India.  We  are  entitled  to  ask  what  is 
the  state  of  feeling  in  India  on  education. 
One  class,  not  inconsiderable  as  regards 
numbers  and  influence,  would  like  to  see 
examinations  lessen  and  graduates  in- 
crease. On  the  other  hand,  an  increasing 
class  in  India,  as  I  heard  from  the  Vice- 
Principal  of  Calcutta  University,  want  to 
see  education  "  screwed  up,"  so  to  speak 
— concentrated  in  a  smaller  number  of 
schools  of  greater  efficiency,  in  which 
the  standard  of  instruction  is  very  high 
and  the  teachers  most  capable.  I  entirely 
sympathise  with  that  school  of  thought, 
and  I  should  like  the  university  degree 
to  connote  a  high  standard  of  education. 
I  think  it  is  almost  impossible  to  deny 
that  in  many  places  the  municipal 
authorities  are  apathetic  as  regards  the 
matter  of  education  in  relation  to  pri- 
mary schools.  I  hope  that  there  is  an 
increasing  interest  among  the  district 
authorities  in  that  country.  I  am  quite 
certain  as  to  the  kind  of  encouragement 
which  ought  to  be  given  in  the  primary 
schools.  It  is  only  in  what  are  called 
the  backward  districts  that  there  is  any 
freedom  or  latitude  at  all  given  to  the 
local  authorities  as  to  the  kind  of  educa- 
tion given  in  the  schools.  I  should  Uke 
to  see  that  extended  so  that  the  educa- 
tion might  be  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  district,  and  I  should  like  to 
see  very  much  greater  advantage  taken  of 
the  schools  which  are  maintained  by  the 
priestly  class  in  Burmah  and  Scinde.  I 
do  not  think  enough  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  these  two  mediums,  and  more 
sympathetic  administration  might  con- 
duce to  greater  use  of  them.  I  am  glad 
to  think  that  the  authorities  in  these  two 
provinces  are  well  aware  of  the  short- 
comings of  the  past,  and  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  make  greater  use  of  these 
mediums  in  the  future  than  they  have 
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I  hitherto  done.  If,  on  behalf  of  the  Secre- 
I  tary  of  State,  I  am  unable  to  accept  the 
Resolution  it  must  be  understood  that  it 
is  not  because  there  is  not  the  fullest  sym- 
pathy with  the  object  in  view  and  with  the 
opinions  expressed  ;  it  is  rather  because 
the  work  of  education  in  India  has  pro- 
gressed and  is  steadily  being  pushed 
forward,  and  any  inquiry  of  the  sort 
suggested  would  not  really  es^dite  it. 

Eabl  FERCT  (Kensington,  S.)  ex- 
pressed his  concurrence  with  the  view 
of  the  Hon.  (Gentleman,  and  hoped  his 
transfer  to  another  sphere  of  political  life 
would  not  prevent  his  taking  part  in  these 
debates.  One  inquiry  had  not  been 
referred  to,  that  made  by  thp  central 
government  of  local  governments  on  the 
subject  of  free  education.  He  hoped 
that  the  replies  of  the  local  govemmenta 
would  be  placed  before  the  House. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
press  his  Motion.   The  debate  had  been 

useful  and  interesting,  and  had  served  its 
purpose  in  eliciting  the  statement  just 
made.  He  hoped  that  any  expressions 
he  might  have  used  would  not  be  con- 
strued into  an  attack  on  the  Indian 
Government,  the  Secretary  of  State,  or 
any  of  the  officials  connected  with  the 
Education  Department. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


UCENSING  BILL. 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Amendment 
to  Question  [28th  April],  "  That  the  Bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time,"  resumed. 

Question  again  proposed,  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the  clock, 
and  objection  being  taken  to  further 
Proceeding,  the  Rebate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

Adjonmed  at  two  minutes  after 
Eleven  o'clock.  . 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  3*)th  April,  190& 


The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


NEW  WRIT. 
New  Writ  for  the  County  of  Salop 
(Northern  or  Newport  Division),  in  the 
room  of  Colonel  the  Eight  Hon.  William 
Slaoey  Kenyon-SIanoy,  deceased. — {Sir 
AUxaiadar  Acland  Hood.) 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Dundalk  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
— Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Margate  Corporation  Bill.  —  As 
amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Swinton  and  Mexbrough  Gas  Bill — As 
amended,  considered ;  A  Clause  added ; 
Amendments  made. — Bill  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill  ^by 
Order). — Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Southwell  District  Gas  Bill ;  Cheshire 
jines  Committee  Bill ;  Great  Western 
Railway  (Superannuation  Scheme)  Bill 
Lords] ;  Garw  and  Ogmore  Gas  Bill. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Keport 
to  ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Huddersfield  Water  Bill  [Lords].— 
Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDREN  lilLL. 

Petitions  in  favour; — From  Dundee; 
And  Kidderminster ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COLTON,  WILLIAM  GEORGE. 
Petition  of  William  George  Colton, 
for  inquiry  into  his  case ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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COAL  MINES   (EIGHT  HOURS)  (So,  2) 
BILL 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Aldwarke 
(two) ;  Collev  Gate ;  Diamond  Colliery ; 
Gilwen  Colliery ;  Halesowen ;  Lye ; 
North  Staveley ;  Nunnery ;  Park  and 
Blaina;  Rose  Hill;  Rotherham  Main; 
Silverwood ;  Taneni  Colliery ;  Tinsley 
Park ;  Tipton ;  Tirbach  Colliery ;  Wales- 
wood  ;  and  Ystotdowen ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ELEMENTAKY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Alresford ; 
Fenton ;  Hey  wood ;  Longton  ;  Plum- 
stead  ;  Spennymore ;  Waterhouses  ;  and 
Westminster  and  Chelsea ;  to  Ue  upon 
the  Table. 

HOME  WORK  REGULATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Birmingham,  against; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL 

Petitions  against :  From  Aston  (two); 
Aston  Manor  (two);  Bakewell ;  Balsall 
Heath  (cwo) ;  Heccles ;  Beer ;  Birmingham 
(twenty-four) ;  Bordesley ;  Brecon  ;  Bridg< 
water  (two) ;  Burton  upon  Trent ; 
Carmarthen  ;  Caversham  ,  Chinnor  ; 
Chipping  Sodbury ;  Clacton  on  Sea ; 
Cleveland  (thirty-five) ;  Coventry ;  Dover ; 
Kdgbaston  (three) ;  Halesworth ;  Honiton ; 
Kent ;  Leeds  (six) ;  Leek  ;  Malt  distillers 
Association  of  Scotland ;  Middlesbrough  ; 
(ninety-four) ;  Mortlake  ;  Newcastle  on 
Tyne  (seven) ;  Portsmouth  (two) ;  St.  Bees ; 
Kaltley  (two) ;  Sheffield  (nine) ;  Small 
Heath  (two)  ;  Smethwick  ;  Sparkbrook 
Sparkhul ;  Swindon  ;  Tetbury  ;  Thame 
Thornbury  (two) ;  Tinsley  and  Attercliffe  . 
Tonbridge ;  Tyseley  :  Wangford ;  Wiek- 
war ;  Widnes ;  Winterboume ;  and 
Worcestershire  East ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration  :  From  Burnley ; 
Kidderminster ;  London  (two) ;  Norwich  ; 
and  Tyersal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Abercych  ; 
Aberdeen ;  Aldbrough  ;  Alexandria  ; 
Allerton;  Alresford;  Alton;  Ancruin ; 
Andover;  Ardingley  (two)  ;  Auchterar- 
der  (seven) ;  Balham ;  Ballydian  ;  Barnard 
Castle;   Barrow   in    F^ruess^  j[|hree) ; 
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Barton :  Batley  ;  Battereby ;  Battle- 
bridge  Road ;  Beccles  ;  Bedtde  ;  Belfast 
(three) ;  Belgrave  ;  Birch  Grove  ;  Birken- 
shaw ;  Birmingham  (three) ;  Birstall ; 
Bishop's  Watham ;  Blaenconin ;  Bolton 
(three) ;  Boncath ;  Boness  (three);  Bonny- 
bridee ;  Boosbeck ;  Boothtown ;  Bowden ; 
Bradford  (Yorks.)  (two) ;  Bridgwater ; 
Brigham ;  Bristol ;  Brotton  ;  Broughton ; 
Browney  Colliery;  Budleigh  Salterton 
(two) ;  Burnley  (twenty-one) ;  Camber- 
well  :  Carbrook  ;  Cardigan  ;  Castle 
Douglas ;  Chelsea  ;  Cheltenham  (three) ; 
Cheriton  ;  Chippenham  ;  Chopwell ;  Clyde- 
bank ;  Col;  ton  (two) ;  Comrie  ;  Corsham  ; 
Cove ;  Cradtey ;  Cricklade  ;  Croft ; 
Crondale  ;  Croydon  ;  Darlaston  ;  Darling- 
ton (two) ;  Deal ;  Dearham ;  Didcot  ; 
Didsbury;  Dublin;  Dudley;  Dulverton 
(two) ;  Dumfries ;  Dundee  (twelve) ; 
Dunvant ;  East  Howie ;  East  Sheen  (two) ; 
Edinburgh ;  Eldon ;  Eston ;  Exmouth ; 
Faceby ;  Fenton  (two)  ;  Ferryhill  (two) ; 
Fortingall ;  Freshwater  (two);  Fullboume; 
Gosport ;  Govan  ;  Gowerton  ;  Glasgow 
(seven) ;  Great  Ayton  (two) ;  Great 
Yarmouth  (three) ;  Grosmont ;  Gwynfe  ; 
Haddington ;  Halifax  (three) ;  Har- 
ray  (two) ;  Harrington ;  Harrlst- 
field ;  Haverton  Hill ;  Hawick 
(two)  ;  Hayling  Island  ;  Heathwaite  ; 
Heckmondwike  ;  Hecley  ;  Henderwell ; 
Heme  Bay ;  Heywood  (six)  ;  High  Sit- 
tington  ;  Hillside  ;  Holywell ;  Honiton  ; 
Howden  le  Wear ;  Huddersfield ;  Huns- 
let  ;  Hurworth  (two) ;  Hutton  Rudby ; 
Irvine ;  Islington ;  Kegworth  (three)  ; 
Keyston  ;  Kilchattan  Bay ;  Kilmersdon  ; 
Kingston  on  Thames  ;  Kirkintilloch  ; 
Lacock  (two)  ;  Lanark  ;  Lancaster ; 
Lausdowne  ;  Latchford  ;  Latimer  Road  ; 
Leeds  (six) ;  Leicester  (three)  ;  Lei^h 
(four)  ;  Lincoln  ;  Liogoale  ;  Llandilo 
(three) ;  Llanellv  (two)  ;  Llanguicke  ; 
Iilangyfilach  ;  LLansamlet  (five)  ;  Loan- 
end  ;  LoftUB  ;  Longton  ;  Longwood  ; 
Lowestoft  (two) ;  Lowton  ;  Lossiemouth  ; 
Ludde.nden  ;  Ludworth  ;  Maidstone  ; 
Malmesbury  (five) ;  Manor  Park ;  Marake ; 
Melsonby ;  Metal  Bridge  ;  Middles- 
brough (four) ;  Middleton  Tyas  ;  Monk- 
wearmouth  ;  Montgomery  ;  Moylgrove  ; 
Mydrinn  ;  Nant-y-Bingtog ;  New  Brance- 
mte  i  Newcastle  on  Tyne  ;  Newport 
(Pembroke)  (two) ;  Northampton  (two) ; 
North  Petherton ;  North  Shields ;  Norton; 
Norwich  (six) ;  Nottingham  ;  Nunthorpe ; 
Old  Cumnock ;  Ormesby  (two) ;  Ottery 
St.  Mary  (two) ;  Pant  Leg ;  Pelton  (two) ; 
Pembrokeshire;  Peterborough;  Feters- 


PetiUms,  137& 

field  (two)  ;  Petersham ;  Piltey  ;  Plum- 
stead  (two)  ;  Pontardulais  (two)  r 
Pontardulaw  ;  Portmadoo  ;  Portsmouth 
(fourteen) ;  Portsoy ;  Preston  next  Wing- 
ham  ;  Pwlheli ;  Radstock  (two) ;  Redcar  ; 
Reddish  ;  Reeth  ;  Rhos  ;  Richmond 
(Surrey)  (five)  j  Ridgmont ;  Ripponden  ; 
Rochdale  (three) ;  Rotherfaam  (two) ; 
Rothesay ;  Buabon ;  Sacriston ;  Saffron 
Walden  ;  Saltbum  by  Sea  ;  Sandford  ; 
Savoch  ;  St.  Helens ;  St.  Margarets ; 
Shankhouse ;  Sheffield  (two) ;  Sheraton 
Magna ;  Sidmouth  (two) ;  Skinningrove ; 
South  Bank  :  Southsea  J^ven) ;  South 
Shield ;  Southwick  on  Wear ;  Spenny- 
moor  (two) ;  Star  Clydey ;  Stilton 
Stockton  on  Tees  (five) ;  Stodday ; 
Stokesley  (three) ;  Straitiplian ;  Stratb- 
tay  ;  Streatham ;  Stretford  (two)  ; 
Stronsay ;  Sunderland  (three) ;  Surotton  > 
Temple  Cowley  ;  Thirsk  ;  Thornaby  j 
Thomaby  on  Tees ;  Tiptree ;  Tollington 
Park  (two) ;  Tottenham  (three) ;  TrafFord 
Park  ;  Tranent  ;  Tudhoe  ;  Tunbridge 
Wells  (two) ;  Warrington  (two) ;  Water- 
house  ;  Waterlooville  ;  Westminster 
(two) ;  Weston-super-Mare  (two) ;  Wil- 
lington  (two)  ;  Wiater  Pardovan  ; 
Witham  ;  Withineton  ;  Witton  Gilbert  ; 
Wringtcm ;  YstaMera ;  and  Ystradfellte ; 
to  lie  nyoa  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL  AND  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Portsmouth,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR   TRAFFIC    (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Aberdeen ; 
Border  Counties  Licensed  Trade  Defence 
Association ;  Falkirk  ;  and  Linlithgow- 
shire ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR   TRAFFIC    (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BaL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;  From  Auchen- 
cairn ;  Bo'ness  (two)  ;  Carluke  ;  Criefl" ; 
Edinburgh  ;  Glasgow  (two) ;  Mulindry  ; 
and  Pencaitland ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 

Petition  for  Birmingham,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  OFTICES  SITES  (EXTENSIONS 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Alessieurs  Nicholson, 
Patterson,  and  Freeland,  aguns^raying, 
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to  be  heard  hy  counsel ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE    OF    FOOD    AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Dundee,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SWEATED  INDUSTRIES  BILL. 

Petition  from  Birmingham,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Itichmond,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table, 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EGYPT  (No.  1,  1908). 
CJopy  presented,  of  Reports  by  His 
Majesty's  Agent  and  Conaul-Oeneral  on 
the  f'inances,  Administration,  and  condi- 
tion of  Egypt  and  the  Soudan  in  1907 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MILITARY  PRISONS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Beport  on  the 
discipline  and  management  of  military 
prisons  in  1907  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PAUPERISM  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
(HALF-YEARLY  STATEMENTS) 

Betum  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  Ilut  March  ;  Dr.  Macnamara]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  130.] 

BRITISH  MUSEUM. 
Keturn    presented,    relative  thereto 
[ordered  18di  February;  Mr.  Trevel^an]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  pnnted. 
[No.  131.] 

PUBUC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Public  In- 
come and  Expenditure  in  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1908,  together  with  the 
Balances  in  the  Exchequer  at  the  com- 
mencement and  at  the  termination  of  the 
^ear,  and  the  amounts  received  into  or 
issuckI  from  the  Exchequer  in  respect  of 
Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt  created  or 
redeemed  in  the  said  year  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  132.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES, 


Military  HancBuvre^  in  the  New  Forest 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  BUck- 
pool) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  wilt  state  what  arrangement 
he  has  made  with  the  Court  of  Verderera 
with  reference  to  the  proposed  military 
manoeuvres  in  the  New  Forest. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haidane.} 
As  I  have  already  explained,  I  convened 
a  eonference  at  the  War  Office,  which 
was  attended  by  representatives  of  the 
Office  of  Woods  and  Forests,  by  the 
Court  of  Verderers,  and  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Commons  Preservation 
Society  and  others.  As  a  result  of  a 
very  full  discussion  of  this  question,  a 
draft  agreement  with  the  Verderers  has 
been  received  from  Mr.  Birkett,  the  le^l 
adviser  of  the  Commons  Preservation 
Society,  and  this  is  now  being  considered 
by  my  legal  advisers. 

Ex-Soldiers  and  the  Unemployed 
Workmen's  Act- 

Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  An- 
dover) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  tho 
Director  of  Recruiting  has  pointed  out 
that  the  Unemployed  Workmen's  Act  of 
190S  acts  detnmentally  in  the  case  of 
soldiers  sent  home  from  abroad  after  a 
lengthened  period  of  service,  inasmuch 
as  they  cannot  possibly  have  the  residential 
qualification  to  enable  them  to  obtain  any 
benefits  under  the  Act ;  and,  if  so,, 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  a  modifi- 
cation  of  the  Act  in  that  respect. 

{Afowered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HtUdane.) 
I  am  aware  of  the  position  of  soldiers 
sent  home  bom  abroad  as  regards  the 
operation  of  the  Act  in  question.  The 
attention  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  already  been  drawn  to  the  matter, 
and  I  have  been  in  personal  consultation 
with  my  right  hon.  friend. 

Sales  of  Converted  Bifles  to  Bifie  Clubs. 

CaptXin  FABER  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  the  War 
Office  is  converting  rifles  to  the  22  size 
and  selling  them  indirectly  through 
civilian  rifle  clubs  ;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  dcs^r-JilwlitX  ^^ilWQQting 
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such  competition  with  Legitimate  traders, 
seeing  that  the  rifle  clubs  are  dvilian. 

{An:werei  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  reply  is  in  the  negative. 

Scarlet  Fever  at  Tidwortii  Barracks. 

Captain  FABER  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if  he  can  state  how 
many  cases  of  scarlet  fever  there  are  at 
present  in  the  barracks  at  Tidworth,  and 
whether  the  cases  have  been  isolated ; 
and,  if  not,  what  hospital  they  are  in. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Four  eases  of  scarlet  fever  have  occurred 
at  Tidworth.  The  cases  are  being  treated 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Bulford. 

Field  Artillery  Fexmanent  Staff. 

Captain  FABER  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether,  seeing 
that  garrison  companies  of  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Royal  Artillery,  have,  since  the 
Ist  of  April,  become  Field  Artillery,  the 
permanent  staff,  such  as  sergeant-majors, 
will  now  receive  the  same  pay  as  squadron 
sergeant-majors  of  Yeomanry  ;  and,  if 
not,  whether,  looking  at  the  responsible 
duties  of  Field  Artillery  sergeant-majors 
in  connection  with  field  guns,  small  stores, 
harness,  and  rifles,  he  can  see  his  way  to 
equalising  the  pay. 

{Ansieered  hy  Mr.  Secreiary  Haldaru.) 
The  acting  sergeant-major  of  a  Field 
Artillery  Brigade  will  get  43.  3d.  a  day 
as  against  4s.  4d.  paid  to  a  Yeomanry 
stafi'-sergeant-major.  There  is,  however, 
no  intention  of  making  cavalry  and 
artillery  rates  of  pay  uniform  in  the 
Territorial  Force  any  more  than  they 
are  in  the  Re^lar  Army. 


Oeorge  Bavenhill,  V  O- 

Mb.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (Worces- 
tershire,  Droitwich)  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
aware  that  George  Bavenhill,  V.C.,  is  at 
present  an  inmate  of  Erdington  Work- 
house ;  and  whether  he  can  see  his  way 
to  relieving  this  soldier  of  the  necessity 
of  availing  himself  of  charitable  relief. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
This  is  the  first  intimation  we  have  re- 
ceived on  this  matter.  The  case  is  being 
investigated. 

Colours  for  Territorial  Battalions. 

Mr.  BENNETT  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  regimental  colours  will 
be  granted  to  Territorial  battnlions. 

Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane  ) 
This  matter  will  be  settled  very  shortly. 

Civil  Service  Estimatea- 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  is  aware  that  on  page  59  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates  for  the  present  year 
there  is  a  footnote  stating  that  provision 
is  made  in  other  Estimates  for  various 
items  for  rates  or  contributions  in  lieu  ; 
and  whether  he  will  explain  on  what 
pages  of  the  Estimates  the  items  specified 
occur. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  The 
items  referred  to  occur  on  the  follow- 
ing pages  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services  and  Revenue  Departments, 
respectively — 


Item. 

Non-effective,  Class  VL,  1  . 
Post  Ofhce : 

Sub-head  :  A,  8  £100 

C,  5  £l,iOO 
G,  6  .£20 


400 


Post  Office  {Savings  Banks)  . 
Telegraph  Wires,  &c. : 

Sub-head  P,  5  £5,700 
T,  3  jEl.loO 


1,520 
3,400 


6,850 


Totel 


12,170 


Page. 
481  (Civil  Services) 

93  (Revenue  Departments) 

100 
110 

106 

126 
130 
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stal  Employees  and  the  Territorial 
Force. 

R,  GRETTON  (Rutland):  To  ask 
Postmaster  General,  if  he  will  allow 
'  wages  to  employees  in  the  Post 
Q  in  the  Territorial  fV>rce8  during  the 
>d  such  employees  may  have  to 
id  military  schools  of  instruction,  as 
:nte  of  pay  at  such  schools  is  now  re- 
d  from  i&.  per  diem  to  2s.,  out  of 
h  messing  has  to  be  paid,  and,  in  the 

of  employees  on  the  salaried  staff, 

salaries  are  not  stopped. 

tnswered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The 
is  that  members  of  the  Terri- 
A  Forces  employed  in  the  Post  Office 
nding  military  schools  of  instruction 
granted  special  leave  without  pay, 
ided  no  expense  or  inconvenience  to 
Post  Office  is  involved  and  from  the 
;  Office  Point  of  view  there  appears 
«  no  reason  for  altering  this  rule. 
ppUes  to  all  classes  of  Post  Office 
ants. 


Inspectors  of  Explosives  and 

BirectorshipB- 

[R.  EVELYN  CECIL :  To  ask  the 
■etary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
t,  whether  he  is  aware  that  Captain 
'd,  till  very  lately  one  of  His 
esty's  inspectors  of  explosives,  has 
pted  a  seat  on  the  board  of  Messrs. 
ti3  and  Harvey  ;  and  whether,  having 
,rd  to  the  opportunities  which  an  iii- 
tor  of  explosives  has  of  obtaining  the 
t  intimate  confidential  knowledge  of 
methods  and  plant  of  rival  manufac 
rs  of  explosives,  he  will  take  steps,  by 
lement  or  otherwise,  to  make  it  a 
littou  that  inspectors  of  explosives 
are  appointed  in  the  future  shall  not 
pt  sucn  engagements,  at  least  within 
;asonable  time  after  they  have  left 
Majesty's  service. 

inswered  bij  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
i  the  fact  that  Captain  Lloyd  has 
pted  a  directorship  m  Messrs.  Curtis 
Harvey's.  The  suggestion  mentioned 
10  last  paragraph  of  the  Question  has 
1  put  before  me  by  the  leading  manu- 
jrers  of  explosives.  It  appears  to  be 
onable,  and  I  propose  to  adopt  it  in 
re  appointments,  including  the 
rintment  just  made  to  fill  the  vacancy 
ed  by  Captain  Lloyd's  retirement. 


Price  of  Sugar. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  he 
can  state  what  is  the  wholesale  price  of 
standard  sugar  now  and  at  the  corres- 
ponding dates  in  the  previous  ten  years. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  I  hwe 
been  asked  by  my  right  hon,  friend  to 
reply  to  this  Question.  The  following 
statement  gives  the  price  quoted  for 
"  German  88  per  cent,  beet  sugar  (f.o.b.), 
refiners'  terms  (floating  cargoes  ofi"  coast 
for  the  United  Kingdom),"  on  or  about 
the  23i'd  April  in  each  of  the  under- 
mentioned years : — 

Quoted  price  for  "German 
Year.  88   per   cent,   beet  sagar 

(f.o.b.),  refiners'  terms,  off 
coast  for  United  Kingdom . 

Per.  owt. 

1898  .  .    9s.  old.  to  9«.  6rf. 

1899  .  .    Us.  03d. 

1900  .  .   10«.  efd. 

1901  .  .    85.  9d.  (nominal) 

1902  .  .   6s.  Sd. 

1903  .  .    8s.  3//. 

1904  .  .    8s.  IQ^d. 

1905  .  .125.  9rf. 

1906  .  .    8s.  4id. 

1907  .  .    9s.  63.  to  9s.  5^d. 

1908  .  .lis.  9d.  to  Us.  9|rf. 

Note. — The  above  particulars  have 
been  compiled  from  Messrs.  Czamikow's 
"  Weekly  Price  Current." 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Admiralty  Dredgers  in  Egypt- 

Mr.  BELLAIIiS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
what  was  the  total  period  during  which 
the  two  dredgers  belonging  to  the 
Admiralty  were  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Egyptian  Government  for  the 
improvement  of  the  port  of  Alexandria 
without  any  payment  by  the  Egyptian 
Government  for  their  services,  reckoning 
from  the  date  of  the  vessels  leaving  off 
their  usual  work  to  prepare  to  proceed  on 
this  service  for  a  Government  which 
contributes  in  no  way  to  the  relief  of  the 
burdens  borne  by  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouth,  N.) : 
The  periods  respecti^^l^^^^^^^^gjJe 
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.veara,  five  months,  one  week  ;  two  years, 
five  monbhs. 

Cordite  containing  Hercoric  Ohloride- 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  he  will  state  how  much 
cordite  containing  mercuric  chloride  is 
now  on  board  His  Majesty's  sUps. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  So  far  as  is  known, 
there  is  no  such  cordite  on  hoard  His 
Majesty's  ships;  but  this  could  not  be 
ascertained  definitely  without  a  chemical 
analysis  of  all  the  lots  of  cordite  now  on 
board  ship.  No  useful  purpose  could  be 
served  by  such  an  investigation. 

^  Mr.  ASHLEY :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say,  if  this  cordite  is  not  to  be 
used  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships,  to 
what  use  is  it  to  be  put? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  So  far  as  I  have 
ascertained,  there  is  no  such  cordite  at 
present  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships.  It 
certainly  will  not  be  used  if  it  is  not 
there. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  What  do  you  propose 
to  do  with  the  cordite  on  shore? 

Mr.  McKENNA :  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  considerable  quantity 
of  such  cordite  on  shore.  I  doubt  if 
there  is  any,  in  fact. 

Mr.  BELLAIBS  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  settle  the  matter  by  telling 
ns  the  quantity  of  cordite  on  shore  with 
mercuric  chloride  in  it  ?  I  understand 
there  is  a  very  large  quantity. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken  on  that  point.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  considerable 
quantity  on  shore ;  but  I  will  inquire. 

Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
asked  whether,  so  far  as  the  cordite 
actually  onboard  His  Majesty's  ships  was 
concerned,  samples  of  each  lot  had  been 
tested  and  found  not  to  contain  mercuric 
chloride. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  That  is  so.  So  far 
as  I  have  ascertained,  there  is  no  such 
cordite  on  board  any  ships  at  the  present 
time.  I  may  add,  however,  that  if  there 
is,  there  is  not  necessarily  any  danger. 


Nwral  AnuunenU' 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty whether  I3'5  guns  are  now  under 
construction  for  naval  purposes ;  and 
whether  it  is  intended  to  increase  the 
size  of  guDs  on  vessels  of  the  "Dread- 
nought "  class. 

Mb.  McKENNA:  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  accept  my  assurance  that  it 
is  not  in  the  public  interest  to  answer 
this  Question. 

Mica  Boiler  CoTering  Company.  Limited- 

Mh.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  police  court  judgment  for  workmen's 
wages,  and  distreiss  warrants  which  have 
been  issued  against  the  Mica  Boiler 
Covering  Company,  Limited ;  whether 
this  company  are  contractors  or  sub-con- 
tractors for  the  work  they  are  doing  on 
H.M.S.  "Invincible,"  now  lying  at  the 
Elswick  Shipyard,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Admiralty  to  strike  this  firm  off  their 
list,  or  what  other  action,  if  any,  he 
proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  There  is  no  traee 
of  any  report  to  this  effect  having  reached 
the  Admiralty.  The  Company  is  on  the 
Admiralty  list,  and  consequently  the 
main  contractors,  Messrs.  Armstrong, 
Whitworth  and  Co.,  are  in  order  in 
employing  them  as  sub-contractors.  This 
is  being  done  through  the  machinery 
sub^ntractors,  Messrs.  Humphreys, 
Tennant  and  Co.  I  will  see  that  the 
matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
is  at  once  inquired  into. 

Mr.  HUDSON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire  if  a  winding-up  order 
has  recently  been  made  against  this 
company  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA.  The  whole  matter 
will  be  inquired  into. 

Protection  of  Oanadian  Fisheries. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  b-g 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  any  of  His  Majesty's  ships  ara 
now  employed  in  the  defence  of 
Canadian  fisheries;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  Canadian  Goifp^^j^(Q.0^(,py 
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payment  for  the  services  rendered  by 
those  ships. 

Mr.  McEENNA:  The  Canadian 
'Government  protect  their  own  fisheries, 
and  His  Majesty's  ships  are  not  employed 
on  this  service. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  aware  that  quite  recently 
a  Itottleship  was  employed  on  this  duty  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  lean  cnly  speak  of 
what  takes  place  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  When  did  the 
•change  take  place  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  must  ask  for 
ciotice.   It  was  some  years  ago,  I  think. 

Navigation  of  the  Solent- 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth):  Ib^gto 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  the 
Admiralty  regulate  the  navigation  by 
merchant  ships  of  the  waters  adjacent  to 
the  dockyards  at  Portsmouth,  including 
the  approaches  to  it  through  the  Solent 
and  Spithead. 

Mr.  McKENNA :  Yes,  within  the 
limits  of  the  dockyard  port.  Spithead 
is  within  those  limits,  and  that  part 
of  the  Solent,  eastward  of  a  line  joining 
Old  Castle  Point  and  Hill  Head  Point. 

Mr.  fell  asked  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  frequent  serious  accidents 
in  the  Solent  the  Admiralty  would  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  extending  their 
jurisdiction  west  as  &r  as  the  Needles. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  now  opening  up  a  very  large  question 
to  which  I  could  not  venture  to  give  an 
answer  off-hand. 

Mr.  FELL;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  if  any  harbour 
or  port  authorities  have  jurisdictioa  over 
the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the 
.Solent  and  Spithead,  and  can  make  any 
regulations  with  regard  to  speed  or  other 
precautions  to  be  observed  by  ships  in 
logs  or  snow  or  thick  weather. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 
<Mr.  Kearley,  Devonport) :  There  are 
no  harbour  or  port  authorities  having 


such  jurisdiction  outside  the  limits 
of  the  dockyard  port  of  Portsmouth. 
The  Trinity  ^use,  however,  who  have 
pilotage  jurisdiction  there,  have  given 
instructions  to  pilots  to  navigate  vessels 
at  a  moderate  speed  when  neur  Gowes 
and  Yarmouth  in  order  to  avoid  damage 
to  the  shores  by  the  wash  created 
by  large  vessels.  The  hon.  Member  is 
no  doubt  aware  that  there  are  special 
articles  in  the  Regulations  for  Preventing 
Collisions  at  Sea  issued  in  pursuance  of 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  prescribing 
special  sound  signals  and  moderation  of 
speed  in  fog,  mist,  falling  snow,  or  heavy 
rain  storms. 

War  Office  Storehouse  Clerks- 

Mr.  CHIOZZA.  MONEY  (Paddington, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  there  are  about  100  storehouse 
clerks  in  the  employ  of  the  War  Office 
whose  pay  ranges  from  24s.  per  week  to 
a  maximum,  aner  six  years  of  service,  of 
only  26b.  per  week;  and  whether,  in 
\-iew  of  the  cost  of  sustaining  in  respect- 
ability and  efficiency  a  clerk  and  his 
family  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
he  can  see  his  way  to  raise  considerably 
the  maximum  pay  of  these  men. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haluane,  Haddington): 
The  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  These  storehouse 
clerks  are  not  clerks  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  word  is  used  in  civil  life,  but  are 
men  who  perform  only  simple  routine 
clerical  work  in  the  storehouses,  and  in 
addition  assist  the  storeholder  or  foreman 
in  store  duties.  Their  position  is  more 
analogous  to  that  of  a  warehouEeman.  It 
is  not  proposed  to  raise  their  scale  of  pay. 

Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich):  Is  it  not 
the  fact  men  have  already  been  appointed 
to  similar  positions  at  a  commencing 
salary  of  26s.  per  week  1 

Mr.  HALDANE  asked  for  notice. 

Indian  Army  Officers. 

Mr.  SMEATON  (StirUngshire):  I  [beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  officers 
of  the  Indian  Army  now  form  part  of  the 
Imperial  forces  of  the  Crown,  and  are 
eligible  for  employment  on  the  general 
stafi"  of  the  Anny,  either  at  ^ome  or 
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abroad,  he  is  prepared  to  support  the 
recommendation  recently  made  by  Lord 
Kitchener  through  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  to  the  effect  that  any  commis- 
sioned service  by  an  Indian  Army  officer 
in  a  British  regiment  out  of  India  prior 
to  joining  the  Indian  Staff  Corps  or 
Indian  Army  shall,  to  the  extent  of  five 
years,  be  allowed  to  reckon  as  service 
towards  Indian  pension,  and  that  any 
additional  charge  entailed  thereby  shall 
be  treated  as  an  Imperial  charge. 

Mp.  HALDANE:  The  recommenda- 
tion mentioned  has  not  at  present  been 
referred  by  the  India  Office  to  the  Army 
Council,  and  until  the  matter  is  officially 
before  me,  I  am  unable  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it. 

Troidiy  Tu. 

5Ir.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
"War  if  he  will  state  for  what  purpose 
the  trophy  tax  is  levied  in  the  city  of 
London  ;  whether,  in  some  cases,  its  pay- 
ment has  been  refused ;  and  what  steps, 
if  any,  have  been  taken  to  enforce  its 
collection. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  t-ophy  tax  has 
hitherto  been  levied  to  defray  the  expense 
of  raising  the  men  to  serve  in  the  Militia 
of  the  City  of  London,  and  for  all  other 
incidental  charges  relating  thereto,  such 
as  providing  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tion. Under  Clause  39  of  the  Territorial 
and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  which  was  in- 
serted at  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Lieutenancy,  the  tax  may  be  applied 
to  the  fipecial  reserve  battalion  corres- 
ponding to  the  Royal  London  Militia 
and  for  the  purposes  of  any  of  the  powei^ 
and  duties  of  the  County  Association  for 
the  City  of  London  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Lieutenancy.  The 
tax  is  levied  by  the  local  authorities  and 
the  War  Office  has  no  cognisance  o^  the 
mode  of  collection. 

Messrs.  Eynochs  and  Oovemment 
Oontoacts. 

Mr.  EVELVN  CECIL  (Aslon  Manor): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
AVar  whether,  in  view  of  the  hardship 
entailed '  upon  workmen  at  Messrs. 
Kynochs  by  the  withdrawal  of  Govern- 
ment orders,  he  can  see  his  way  to  give 
fresh  employment  to  those  who  have  lost 
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it  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  or  assist 
them  to  obtain  it. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  hon.  Membe :  ia 
apparently  advocating  a  general  principle 
that  when  a  firm  has  supplied  goods 
which  are  not  according  to  specification 
and  further  orders  for  similar  goods  hare 
been  withdrawn,  the  Government  is  bound 
to  find  employment  for  the  workpeople 
who  may  be  thrown  out  of  work  by  the 
withdrawal  of  those  orders.  1  fear  we 
have  only  too  great  difficulty  in  finding 
regular  employment  in  our  own  factories 
to  be  able  to  consider  such  a  proposition. 

*Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield. 
Central)  asked  if  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man would  give  equal  consideration  to  the 
case  of  the  workmen  lately  employed  oa 
armour-plating  and  gun  shields. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  That  is  part  of  the 

general  question. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  Will  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  order  to  enable  Messrs. 
Kvnoch  and  Co.  to  be  employed  again, 
follow  the  precedent  set  in  the  case  of 
(^mmell,  I^rd  and  Co.,  and  catfse  the 
chairman  and  respoiuible  directors  to> 
resign  and  then  again  em{doy  the 
company  t 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  do  not  think  that 
arises  out  of  the  Question. 

Disturbances  in  India. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middles-x, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
meetings  of  congratulation  upon  the 
return  from  prison  of  Bepin  Chandra  Pal 
have  passed  off  peacefully  thoughout 
India  with  the  exception  erf  Tinnevelli 
and  Tuticorin,  where  the  authorities  pro- 
hibited the  holding  of  public  meetings  - 
whether  this  prohibition  led  to  rioting  and 
loss  of  innocent  life;  andwhethhr  he  will 
state  what  were  the  circumstances  whicb 
led  to  this  prohibition,  and  what  personal 
part  Mr.  Wynch  played  throughout  thia 
unfortunate  incident. 

Thp  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Chables  Hob- 
HOUSB,  Bristol,  E. ;  for  Mr.  Buchanan)  : 
No  disturbances  in  connection  with  Bepin 
Chandra  Pal's  release  from  prison  have 
been  reported,  except  from/Tutdcorui  and 
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Tinnevelli.  The  conditions  existing  at 
tfaese  places  were  exceptional,  in  that 
disturbances  unconnected  with  Bepin 
Chandra  Pal's  release  bad  already  taken 
place  in  February,  when  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  prohibit  meetings 
proposed  to  be  held,  in  connection  with  a 
strike  of  cotton  operatives.  It  was  in 
view  of  the  continuance  of  disturbed 
conditions  that  the  procession  aanoiinced 
for  the  9th  March,  the  day  of  Bepin 
Chandra  Pal's  release,  was  prohibited, 
and  subsequent  events,  including  the 
rioting,  and  the  loss  of  life  which  resulted, 
must  be  regarded  in  their  connection 
with  the  earlier  occurrences  mentioned. 
Mr.  Wynch,  as  district  judge,  was  gene- 
rally responsible  for  the  maintenance  of 
order,  and  for  the  measures  taken  to 
that  end. 

The  Uohmand  Bising- 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  iMid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Mohmand  raiders  have 
been  joined  by  large  bodies  of  Afghans  ; 
and  whether  the  authority  of  the  Amir 
has  lieen  invoked  to  check  this  movement. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  Afghan 
subjects  have  participated  in  the 
Mohmand  rising,  but  as  was  stated 
yesterday  in  reply  to  a  similar  Question 
the  action  taken  by  the  Amir  to  prevent 
such  participation  seems  to  be  producing 
the  desired  result.  The  Government  of 
India  have  been  in  communication  with 
the  Amir  on  the  subject. 

Women  Workers  on  Cingalese  Boads. 

Mr.  H.  H.  marks  (Kent,  Thanet) : 
I  bog  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  women 
and  girls  are  employed  by  Government 
Departments  in  Ceylon  in  breaking  metal 
for  road  making  and  road  repairing, 
being  paid  at  a  rate  varying  from  the 
equivalent  of  Stl.  to  6d.  a  day ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps  lO 
put  a  stop  to  the  employment  of  female 
labour  on  such  work. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  F03  THE  COLONIES  (Colon-l 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby).  I  am 
aware  that  in  the  case  of  relief  works 
women  and  children  have  sometimes 
been  employed  in  Ceylon  on  road  making 
and  repairing,  but  I  do    not  know 


whether  they  are  so  employed  on 
ordinary  occasions.  The  Secretary  of 
State,  will,  however,  make  inquiry  into- 
the  matter. 

Native  Representation  in  tiie  Natal 
Parliament. 

Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (Worcest?- 
shire,  Droitwich) :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies- 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  furnish  par- 
ticulars of  the  Bill  that  has  been  pro- 
moted in  the  Parliament  of  Natal  to 
secure  the  proper  representation  of  native 
opinion. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  have  seen  a  tele- 
^am  in  the  Press  on  the  subject,  but  no 
official  information  has  yet  been  received. 
As  soon  as  the  Gazette  containing  the 
Bill  reaches  the  Colonial  Office  1  will 
communicate  with  my  hon.  friend. 

South  Australian  Act. 
Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  b:g  to  ask  (he 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies- 
whether  the  Royal  Assent  has  been  given 
to  the  South  Australian  Act  for  trans- 
ferring the  northern  territory ;  and  what 
has  been  the  cause  of  the  delay  1 

Colonel  SEELY :  Thi  Royal  Assent 
was  given  to  this  Bill  by  Order  in- 
Counoil  dated  the  19th  of  March.  The 
Bill  was  not  received  until  the  25th  of 
January. 

White  Settlers  in  British  East  AfHca. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  b:g  to  lisk  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  to- 
remedy  the  grievances  of  the  white 
settlers  in  British  East  Africa  in  regard 
to  the  native  labour  question. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  Secretary  of 
State  must  not  be  understood  to  accept 
the  word  '*  grievances "  in  the  Question, 
on  the  Paper.  The  Government  of  the 
Protectorate  is  bound  to  •xerciso  super- 
vision over  the  conditions  of  nativa 
labour,  and  my  noble  friend  will  do- 
nothing  to  diminish  the  efTectiveness  of 
suclk  supervision.  The  Governor  has, 
however,  (appointed  a  temporary  Boards 
consisting  of  representatives  of  the 
Government  and  the  settlers,  to  consider 
the  terms  on  which  labour  will  be 
recruited  by  the  Qfliyejiunflnti  Jio- 
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•inquire  into  the  conditions  of  the  labour 
supply. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Have  any  steiw  been 
taken  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the 
-CotmciH 

Colonel  SEELY  asked  for  notice. 

Dismissed  Transvaal  Civil  Servants. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Undersecretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  how  many  retrenched 
Transvaal  Civil  servants  have  received 
.  appoin  bmenta  in  the  Colonial  service 
since  the  granting  of  responsible  govern- 
ment to  the  Transvaal ;  how  many  have 
been  given  appointments  in  other  depart- 
ments of  State  in  the  same  time ;  and 
how  many  have  received  appointments  in 
the  Colonial  service  and  in  other  depart- 
ments since  the  beginning  of  this  session 
of  Parliament. 

Colonel  SEELY:  Fourteen  retrenched 
Transvaal  Civil  servants,  hicluding  mem- 
bers of  the  South  African  Constabulary, 
have  received  appointments  in  the 
Colonial  service  since  the  grant  of  re- 
sponsible government;  in  two  cases 
appointments  have  been  offered  and  not 
accepted,  and  in  one  case  a  candidate 
was  pronounced  medically  unfit  after  an 
appointment  had  been  offered  to  him ; 
SIX  further  appointments  are  at  present 
being  offered.  Three  appointments  have 
been  given  by  other  departments  of  the 
State.  Nine  appointments  have  been 
made  since  the  present  session  began, 
and  six  are  at  present  being  offered. 

HaytL 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GR \Y  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  be  can  furnish  the  latest  reports 
as^to  the  Island  of  Hayti,  and  whether 
any  foreign  troops  have  had  occasion  to 
land  there. 

■  The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick^ :  The 
most  recent  information  is  contained  in 
a  telegram  from  the  commander  of  U.M.S. 
"Cressy,"  dated  the  10th  instant,  and 
is  to  the  effect  that  all  was  quiet  and  that 
His  Majestv's  Consul  General  did  not 
.anticipate  disturbances  for  Uie  present. 


H.M.S.  "  Indefatigable  " 
Port-au-Prince. 


remains 


1392 
at 


The  Oonco  Traaly. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILEE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  tor  Foreign  Af&irs 
whether  any  proposals  before  the  Belgian 
Parliament  can  affect  the  Congo  Treaty, 
by  which  Belgium,  should  she  accept  the 
territories  covered  by  the  treaty,  will 
assume  the  sovereignty  subject  to  the 
obligations  specified  in  Annexe  A ; 
whether  such  obligations  relating  to  the 
Concessions,  as,  for  example,  t^e  Xomami 
Concession,  the  exclusive  right  to  forest 
produce  forming  a  commercial  monopoly 
in  the  Kasai,  and  the  concession  to  the 
Society  du  Lac  Leopold  II.  granting  ex- 
clusive rights  in  a  portion  of  the  Domaine, 
as  well  as  the  concessions  to  the  Grands 
Lacs,  A.  B.  I.  R.,  Anversoise,  and  Katanga 
Companies,  are  consistent  with  the  Berlin 
Act  and  with  the  British  Treaty,  the 
signature  of  which  followed  that  of  the 
American  Treaty  and  preceded  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Berlin  Act ;  and  whether 
these  obligations  by  which  Belgium  will 
be  bound,  if  inconsistent  with  British 
Treaty  rights  and  with  the  Berlin  Act, 
can  1)6  laid  before  the  House,  in  order 
that  Parliament  may  be  in  a  position  to 
support  the  policy  declared  by  him  in 
accepting  the  recent  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons, 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  Up  to  the 
present.  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
aware  of  no  proposals  before  the  Belgian 
Parliament  purporting  to  modify  the 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession.  In  any 
case,  the  treaty  obligations  of  the  Con^ 
State  cannot  be  impaired  by  any  condi- 
tions of  transfer  made  with  the  Sovereign 
of  that  State.  The  declarations  already 
made  in  public  by  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment take  the  same  view.  I  propose  to 
put  in  the  Library  of  the  House  the 
Treaty  of  Cession  with  the  Annexe?, 
which  include  the  Concession  referred  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  ques- 
tion of  bow  far  the  maintenance  of  these 
Concessionsas  worked  at  present  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  treaty  obligations  of  the 
Congo  State  has  already  formed  the 
subject  of  communications  with  the 
Belgian  Government.  1  cannot  at  present 
say  when  any  statement  can  be  made  to 
the  House  respecting  these  communica- 
tions.  We  have  expbined  to  the  Belgian 
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OoTemment  very  fuU^  our  viev  as  to 
vhat  the  treaty  obbgations  are,  and 
Papers  on  this  subject  will  be  laid  before 
His  Majesty's  Government  take  any  step 
to  recognise  the  transfer  of  the  Congo 
State  to  Belgium,  should  Belgium  even-, 
-tually  decide  to  annex  it. 

Sir  EDWAED  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  any  representa- 
tions have  been  received  from  the 
Belgian  Government  to  the  effect  that 
the  Congo  State,  having  been  constituted 
prior  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Berlin 
Convention  of  1884,  cannot  be  held 
bound  by  the  provisions  of  that  Act ; 
And,  if  so,  what  action  he  proposes  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

Sift  EDWARD  GEEY :  It  is  presumed 
that  the  hon.  Member  is  referring  to  the 
Berlin  Act  of  1886  when  he  alludes  to 
the  "Berlin  Convention  of  1884."  The 
Answer  is  in  tlu^t  case  in  the  negative. 

SirBDWARD  SASSOON:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
Prime  Minister  made  a  statement  in  the 
Belgian  Chamber  the  other  day  as  to  the 
inapplicability  of  the  Berlin  Convention 
to  the  Congo  State  t 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  understand 
that  the  declaration  in  the  Belgian 
■Chamber  was  to  the  effect  that  Belgium 
recognised  the  Convention. 

Oreat  Britain  and  Siam- 
Mr.  8MEAT0N:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Anglo-Siamese 
Agreement  has  yet  been  ratified  and 
signed;  and,  if  so,  when  it  may  be 
expected  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
-the  House. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  No  treaty  his 
yet  been  signed.  Whenever  any  agree- 
ment has  been  come  to,  it  will  be 
presented  to  Parliament. 

Buasia  and  the  Case  of  Edward  Howorth, 
of  Blackpool. 

Mb.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
-what  steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain 
■compensation  from  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment for  Mr.  Edward  Howorth,  of  Black- 
pool, who  was  shot  in  St.  Petersburg  by 


a  workman  during  recent  political  dis< 
turbances  in  that  city. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  Mr.  Howoith's 
case  has  been  most  carefully  considered  in 
consultation  with  His  Majesty's  Ambas- 
sador at  St.  Petersburg.  There  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  authorities  such  as  would 
justify  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
presenting  a  claim  to  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Then  what  remedy  has 
Mr.  Howorth  ? 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY:  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case  roughly  were  these. 
Mr.  Howorth  was  shot  or  badly  wounded 
in  a  private  place,  and  there  is  no  allega- 
tion that  any  Russian  official  was  concerned 
in  any  way,  or  was  guilty  of  negligence. 
Had  a  disturbance  occurred  in  this 
country  no  chai^  could  have  been 
brought  against  the  local  authority,  and  1 
do  not  suppose  our  Home  Office  would 
hare  entertained  the  question  of  com- 
pensation. 

Turkish  Customs  Duties. 

Sib  EDWARD  SASSOON  :  I  bog 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether,  and,  if  so,  to 
what  extent,  it  would  be  open  to  the 
Government  of  the  Porte  to  alienate  any 
portion  of  the  increased  Customs  duties 
sanctioned  by  the  Powers  in  providing 
the  kilometric  guarantee  now  being 
sought  by  Germany  for  the  purpose  of 
the  extension  of  the  Bagdad  Railway. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  All  revenue 
which  the  Turkish  Government  derives 
from  the  increased  Customs  duties  is 
definitely  appropriated  to  the  Macedonian 
Budget.  It  is  therefore  not  open  to  the 
Porte  to  alienate  any  portion  of  it. 

Mr.  LYNCH  (Yorkshire,  W.R,  Ripon) 
asked  if  there  was  not  an  understanding 
with  Germany  as  to  what  was  to  be  done 
with  the  revenue  thus  set  free. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  do  no!:  know 
anything  about  such  an  understanding, 
nor  do  I  see  anything  in  the  Question 
about  this  particular  revenue. 


Mr.  BOWLES  was  understood  to  ask 
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Porte  to  dispose  of  any  revenue  arising 
from  the  increased  Customs  duties. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  It  can  dUpose 
of  revenues  as  to  which  it  is  under  no 
obligation. 

The  Aland  Islands- 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  special  Con- 
vention of  March,  1856,  which  was  an- 
nexed to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  and  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  Franco 
and  Russia,  in  regard  to  the  Aland  Islands, 
remains  unaffected  by  the  new  agreement 
for  the  preservation  of  the  status  quo  in 
the  Baltic. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  The  Answer 
is  in  tiie  affirmative. 
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Russian  Sugar  Stores. 

Mb.  VILLIERS  (Brigh'on):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiairs  whether,  since  the  prohibition  of 
Russian  sugar  into  Great  Britain  by  the 
Sugar  Convention  of  1902.  500,000  tons 
of  sugar  have  accumulated  in  Ru»ia. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  The  stocks 
of  Russian  sugar  on  the  lat  of  September 
last,  according  to  trade  estimates, 
amounted  to  614,000  tons.  The  accumu- 
lation in  question  is  primarily  due  to  the 
heavy  beet  crops  of  the  preceding  two 
years. 

Mr.  VILLIERS:  Did  the  Govern- 
ment agree  to  the  renewal  of  the  con 
vention  knowing  that  the  other  Powers 
had  imposed  a  resbrietion  on  Russia  in 
relation  to  her  exports  to  Great  Britain  ? 

Sir  EDW.\RD  GREY:  That  Question 
was  practically  answered  yesterday. 

Russia  and  the  Brosasls  Convention 
Mr.  VILLIERS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  by  the  terms  of  the  Sugar 
Convention,  to  the  renewal  of  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  lately  con- 
sented, the  introduction  of  Russian  sugar 
into  Great  Britain  is  to  be  limited. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY.  The  assent  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  ia  limited  to 
the  provisions  of  the  protocol  which  enable 
Russia  to  adhere  to  the  Convention.  His 


Majesty's  Government  have  not  under- 
taken any  obligation  with  regard  to  the- 
arrangement  between  Russia  and  the 
other  prodqcing  countries:  it  is  dearly 
one  wMch  could  have  been  made  inde- 
pendently of  their  ccHisent.     I  majr 
further  point  out  with  regard  to  the 
probable  effect  upon  the  import  of  sugar 
I  into  the  United  Kingdom,  that  before  the 
I  Convention  the  average   import  from 
I  Russia  was  probably  1^  than  40,000- 
I  tons  a  year,  and  that  under  the  arrango- 
j  ment  between  Russia  and  the  other 
!  countries  an  annual  average  import  up 
I  to  200,000  tons  is  possible.    But,  in  any 
case,  the  freedom   of   Bis  Majesty^a 
i  Government  to  admit  sugar  sent  to  uiift 
I  country  for  import  is  not  restricted. 

*Mr.  VILLIERS  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  maintain  that  in  agreeing  to 
the  renewal  of  this  Convention  th& 
Government  was  not  a  party  to  the 
limitation  of  exports  of  Russian  sugar 
into  Great  Britain  by  that  same' 
Convention  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  We  undertook 
no  obligat»(m  in  regard  to  that  particular 
provision.  What  we  did  obtain  was. 
freedom  from  all  restriction  as  to  our 
power  to  import. 

Crime  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northum- 
berland, Tynesido):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government  has 
received  from  the  Consul -General  at 
Cairo  information  as  to  the  recent 
increase  of  crime  in  Egypt,  and  notably 
in  the  Behera  district ;  and  what  effective 
steps,  if  any,  are  now  being  taken  m  put 
a  check  on  the  murder,  robbery,  arson^ 
and  other  serious  offences,  which  Lord 
Cromer,  on  page  85  of  his  Annual  Report 
for  1906,  described  as  the  most  unsatis- 
factory feature  in  the  Egyptian  situation. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Question 
is  dealt  with  in  Sir  Eldon  Gorst's  Report 
for  1907  (on  pages  22,  23,  and  29).  which 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment on  Monday  next. 

Intamational  LegUOative  Oonnell  for 
Egypt. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON:  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  when  it  is  expected  t^at  Sir 
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SUdon  Gorst's  Se^rt  on  the  Admini- 
«tration  and  Condttion  of  Egypt  and  l^e 
3adan  in  1907  will  be  issued  as  a 

Parliamentary  Paper  ;  and  whether  in  it, 
or  through  some  other  official  channel, 
information  will  be  given  as  to  the  result 
of  the  proposals  for  modifying  the 
capitulations  and  establishing  an  Inter- 
national Legislative  Goancil,  which  were 
set  forth  in  Lord  Cromur's  fieport  for 
1906;  also  as  to  other  measures  promised 
with  a  view  to  removing  present  anomalies 
and  difficulties  in  the  government  of 
Egypt. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  It  is  hoped  to 
lay  Sir  Eldon  Gorst's  Report  for  1907 
before  Parliament  on  Monday  next,  May 
4th.  Information  as  to  the  present 
situation  with  regard  to  Lord  Cromer's 
proposals  for  modifying  the  capitulations 
^d  establishing  an  International  Legis- 
lative Council  will  be  found  on  pages  1 
and  2  of  that  Paper. 

The  Budget— Broadening  the  Basis  of 
Bevenne- 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether, 
with  a  view  to  broadening  the 
sources  of  revenue  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  fiscal  policy  of  the  country, 
he  will  consider  the  expediency  of  taxing 
Advertisements,  introducing  a  graduated 
receipt  stamp,  imposing  a  stamp  duty  on 
share  certificates,  taxing  betting  and 
racing  stakes,  establishing  an  employment 
tax  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  on  all 
wages  paid :  and  taxing  theatre  and  other 
amusement  tickets  beyond  a  given  price. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
•Carnarvon  Boroughs) :  I  will  reflect  upon 
my  Yum.  friend's  suggestions. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY :  I  will  repeat  the 
Question  after  idlowin^  the  right  hon. 
^ntleman  a  reasonable  period  for  re- 
flection. 

Income-Tax  on  Investments  Abroad. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOOX:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  will  state  the  amount  of  income-tax 
received  during  the  fiscal  3'ear  now  closed 
on  profits  and  income  resulting  from 
investments  abroad,  the  amounts  on  which 
the  tax  was  received,  discriminating 
between  those  earned  in  foreign  countries 


and  those  from  British  Possessions  ;  and 
whether  there  has  been  any  increase  or 
decrease  as  compared  with  the  figures  of 
the  previous  year. 

•Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  It  wiU  be  seen 
from  pages  216-7  of  the  50th  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  give  any  complete  figures 
of  profits  and  income  resulting  from  in- 
vestments abroad.  The  gross  income 
from  abroad  brought  under  review  for 
income-tax  purposes,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
identified  in  the  statistics  ot  the  tax, 
amounted  in  1906-7  (the  latest  year  for 
which  figures  are  available)  to  .£79,558,000. 
The  corresponding  figure  for  the  preceding 
year  was  £73,899,200.  Information  is 
not  available  with  regard  to  the  other 
points  raised  by  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  .  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  arising  out  of 
the  reply  he  has  just  given,  whether  these 
£5,600,000  increase  in  the  profits  earned 
from  capital  placed  abroad  does  not  repre- 
sent a  capitalised  sum  of  £150,000,000  in 
one  year,  and  whether  he  views  without 
alarm  the  increasing  tendency  of  British 
capital  to  seek  investment  in  foreign 
countries,  with  the  resulting  contraction 
of  employment  at  home  ? 

•Mb.  LLOYD-GEOKGE:  I  should  have 
thought  the  hon.  Baronet  would  know 
that  the  figure  does  not  represent  so  large 
an  increase  of  capital  invested  abroad. 
It  represents,  to  a  great  extent,  very 
largely  increased  returns  from  in- 
vestments. 

Night  Wanderers  in  London. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  as  stated  by 
a  police  official  in  the  course  of  some 
recent  legal  proceedings,  the  police  have 
instructions  to  wake  up  all  persons  found 
asleep  on  public  seats  during  the  night ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  ho  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  annulling  or  modifying 
such  instructions  1 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland) : 
It  is  the  practice  for  the  police  to  wake  per- 
sons found  sleeping  at  night  on  public  seats 
and  to  direct  them  to  the  nearest  shelter 
or  casual  ward.  Jt^i^l^ig^^tel^at 
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public  seats  should  be  used  as  sleeping 
places,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  does 
not  think  any  alteration  in  the  regulations 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  CBOOKS:  Why  should  not  they 
sleep  there  f 

Mb.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  I  should 
like  to  knoT  under  whai  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment men  are  harried  and  very  often 
punished  for  the  wholesome  practice  of 
Bleeping  in  the  open  air. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Under 
their  general  powers  the  police  are  em- 
powered to  take  action  against  persons 
who  are  found  committing  the  offence 
known  as  "  sleeping  out." 

Mr.  CBOOKS  :  Is  the  bon.  Gentleman 
aware  of  the  law  that  allows  a  man  to 
sleep  in  the  open  if  he  has  the  price  of 
a  loogmg  in  his  pocket,  whereas  it  is  the 
poor  fellow  with  nothing  who  is  moved 
onf 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY:  Can  the  bon. 
Gentleman  tell  us  what  difference  it 
makes  to  the  police  or  to  the  public 
whether  a  man  who  occupies  a  seat  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  is  asleep  or  awake  1 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Has  the  Home 
Secretary  power  to  do  away  with  this 
regulation  1 

Mr.  HEBBEBT  SAMUEL  asked  for 

notice. 

Motor  'Buses  in  London. 
Sib  HENRY  CBAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  University) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, what  is  the  total  number  of  motor 
omnibuses  now  running  in  London,  and 
what  is  the  number  of  uie  staff  employed 
in  their  inspection;  and  whether  the 
ordinary  police  constables  are  charged 
with  any  duty  of  observing  and  report- 
ing cases  of  serious  nuisance  causra  by 
these  omnibuses  through  smell,  smoke, 
or  undue  vibration  due  to  defective 
machinery  1 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Therewere 
on  the  27th  instant  1,137  licensed  motor 
omnibuses.  The  public  carriage  inspect- 
ing staff  consists  of  37  officers,  whose 
duty  includes  the  supen'ision  of  motor 


omnibuses.  Police  on  ordinary  duty 
report  cases  of  defective  omnibuses 
coming  to  their  notice. 

Sir  HENRY  CRAIK :  Is  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  the  ordinary  policeman 
disclaims  an^  such  duty  as  part  of  his 
ordinary  duties ) 

'  Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  that. 

North  Oamberweil  Radical  Olub. 

•Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  An- 
dover) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  inquest 
held  on  Tuesday,  28th  January,  on  R.  G. 
Drummond,  who  was  prored  to  have 
died  from  syncope  from  delirium  oaiued 
by  a  faU  at  ope  o'clock  on  a  Sunday 
morning  in  the  North  Oamberweil  Radi- 
cal Club,  and  whose  death  was  proved  to 
have  been  accelerated  by  long-continued 
alcoholic  excesses;  and  whether  he  can 
insert  provisions  in  the  Licensing  Bill  to- 
prevent  the  excessive  consumption  of 
drink  in  such  clubs. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  not  had  before  him  the  iaxito 
of  the  case  mentioned,  and  is  unable  to> 
say  whether  or  not  the  alcoholic  excesses 
which  are  stated  to  have  accelerated  the 
death  took  place  in  a  club.  The  ques> 
tion  of  legislative  restrictions  on  the  sale 
of  liquor  in  clubs  is  receiving  the  full 
attention  of  the  House  in  the  debates  on 
the  Licensing  Bill,  and  I  would  venture 
to  suggest  can  be  discussed  in  those 
debates  with  greater  advantage  than  by 
way  of  Question  and  Answer. 

*Captain  FABER  :  May  I  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would  think 
it  desirable  to  take  steps  against  this  club 
which,  in  the  words  of  uie  Prime  Minister,, 
appears  to  be  "  a  vicious  drinking  club  f 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  That  is  a 
matter  of  opinion. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) :  Having  regard  to  the  alle^tions 
which  have  been  made  against  this  clulv 
will  the  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the 
desirability  of  instructing  a  detective- 
inspwtw  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  to 
enter  the  club  disguised  as  a  temperance 
reformer  1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1401 


Questions. 


An  Hon.  MEUBEB 
reformer. 


{30  April  1908} 
As  a  tariff 


Questions. 


1403: 


Mr.  HERBERT  S  AMUEL  :  There  is 
no  power  at  present  to  enter  a  club  except 
under  a  warrant,  but  it  is  projpoBed  to 
remedy  that  by  the  Licensing  Bui. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  consider 
the  advisability  of  consnlting  the  president 
of  this  club,  who,  I  believe,  is  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Boyal  Wairant  Holders. 

Mb.  CLAXJDE  HAT  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  steps  are  taken  to 
ascertain  the  rates  of  pa^  and  working 
conditions  generally  obtaining  in  firms 
whom  it  is  intended  to  honour  with  the 
Royal  Warrant ;  and  if  measures  are , 
taken  with  a  view  of  ensuring  the 
observance  of  trade  union  conditions  by 
firms  upon  whom  the  Royal  Warrant  is 
confirmed  1 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Qrants  | 
of  Royal  Warrants  to  particular  firms  are  | 
not  made  by  or  on  the  recommendation  ' 
of  the  Home  Office.    The  Secretary  of 
State  understands  that  it  is  not  the 
practice  to  impose  any  conditions  upon 
the  firms  in  receipt  of  them. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  take  steps  to  make 
representation  in  the  right  quarter  on 
the  matter  set  forth  in  the  Question  t 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  Yes,  I  wiU 
eommunicate  the  hon.  Member's  sug- 
gestion. 

Tailoiinff  Indnst^  and  l^e  Farticnlan 
Olanse- 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  if  he  will  state  when  the 
Particulars  Clause  was  extended  to  the 
tailoring  industry ;  how  many  proae- 
cvitions  have  been  instituted  for  breaches 
of  the  same;  whether,  during  the  last 
year,  he  has  received  complaints  respect- 
ing the  non-observance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  clause,  involving  a  very  large 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  %a« 
tailoring  trade;  and  what  is  the  result 


of  the  investigations,  if  any,  made  in. 
consoquence  thereof. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  The  Par- 
ticulars Section  of  the  Factory  Act  was  ex- 
tended to  wholesale  tailoring  in  1898  and 
to  other  tailoring  in  1 903.  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  not  been  able  in  the  short 
interval  since  the  Question  appeared  on 
the  Paper,  to  obtain  full  statistics  of 
prosecutions  in  the  tailoring  trades ;  but,, 
excluding  ladies'  tailoring,  it  appears  that 
since  1903,  fifteen  cases  have  been  taken,, 
resulting  in  twelve  convictions.  The 
answer  to  the  last  part  of  the  Question  as 
to  complaints  is  in  the  negative. 

Mk.  CLAUDE  HAY :  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  though  the  number- 
of  cases  is  small,  the  number  of  persons- 
affected  is  over  1,000 1 

Me.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  No,  Sir. 

The  Aliens  Act. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  if  tho  pledges  in  re- 
gard to  the  alteration  of  regulations  under 
The  Aliens  Act,  1905,  given  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  his  late 
constituents  at  Manchester,  represent  the 
views  of  His  Majesty's  Gbvernment ;  and, 
if  so,  when  these  regulations  will  be^ 
issued. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  beg 
leave  to  answer  this  Question.  The 
statements  made  on  behalf  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  involve  partly  ad- 
ministrative and  partly  legislative  action,, 
but  not  the  issue  of  fresh  regulations  as 
is  suggested  iu  the  question.  The  pro- 
vision of  receiving  houses  at  immigration 
ports  where  clear  necessity  can  be  shown 
must  be  recognised  to  be  an  essential  part 
of  the  machinery  of  the  Act ;  and  power 
is  taken  in  the  Fort  of  London  Bill, 
which  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  enable 
such  a  house  to  be  established  in  London, 
the  port  at  which  difficulty  has  arisen. 
The  question  of  according  to  an  immi- 
grant the  right  of  appeal  to  the  High 
Court  is  a  matter  which  requires  legisla- 
tion, and  is  under  consideration.  My 
right  hon.  friend  also  repeated  in  em- 

Ehatic  terms  the  promises  already  given 
y  the  Home  Secretary  to  adopt  any 
suggestions  which  will,  in  his  opinion,. 
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improve  the  composition  of  the  Iromigra- 
-tion  Boards,  or  any  suggeetions  for  re- 
medying defects  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  interpretation  of  evidence  and  repre- 
sentation of  aliens.  These  pledges  stand, 
but  they  affect  only  administration,  and 
'do  not  involve  any  new  regulations. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  May  I  ask  the 
'hon.  Gentleman  to  reply  to  my  Question 
-with  reference  to  the  reduction  of  natural- 
isation fees  1  The  President  of  the  Board 
•of  Trade  stated  at  Manchester  on  March 
25th  that  he  spoke  with  the  authority  of 
his  colleagues,  and  that,  though  the  late 
■Cabinet  had  not  seen  their  way  to  reduce 
the  naturalisation  fees,  that  circumstance 
•did  not  bind  the  pr^ent  Cabinet.  Is  it 
intended,  in  accordance  with  the  declara- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  to  reduce  naturalisation  fees  1 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  That  does 
not  in  any  way  arise  out  of  the  Question 
-on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  LEVERTON  HARRIS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  Is  it  proposed  to  add 
to  the  boards  members  who  are  agreeable 
to  the  Christian  community  as  well  as 
members  who  are  agreeable  to  the  Jewish 
community  1 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  In  cases 
where  their  present  composition  is  defec- 
tive it  is  proposed  to  make  the  boards 
thoroughly  representaiive  of  all  sections 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Not  having 
received  a  reply  to  my  Question,  I  beg  to 
give  notice  that  I  shall  put  a  series  of 
Quostiona  with  the  object  of  getting  a 
reply. 

Workmen's  Insurance. 

Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR 
(Liverpool,  Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the   Home   Department,   whether  he 

is  aware   that  in  some  employments 
workmen  who  are  subject  to  a  pliyaical  j 
defecr,  but  have  nevertheless  performed  [ 
their  duties  to  the  full  satisfaction  of ! 
tlieir  employers,  are  being  discharged  by  j 
the  latter  because  the  insurance  companies 
refase  to  insure  them  on  ordinary  terms 
against  risks  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act ;  and  whether  he  purposes  > 
to  take  any  steps,  by  legislation  or  other- 1 


wise,  to  deal  with  the  case  of  worknwi 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  this  cause. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  The  Sec- 
retary of  State  has  been  informed  that  in 
some  cases  workmen  subject  to  a  physicid 
defect  have  been  discharged  on  account 
of  alleged  difficulties  of  insuring  tJiem. 
The  refusal  to  insure  such  men  is  not 
universal  among  insuranco  companies 
and  there  does  not  appear  uij  reason  why 
such  men  should  not  be  insured  upon 
adequate  terms  b»  well  as  other  worknun. 
Further  inquiries  will  be  made  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  CROOKS :  WUl  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man instruct  the  Public  Prosecutor  to 
take  action  under  the  law  of  intimidation  1 
What  ri^ht  have  the  insurance  wmpanies 
to  do  this  f 

Am  HON.  MEMBER :  Is  there  any 
evidence  whatever  that  insurance  ccnn- 
panies  do  ask  questions  of  employers 
with  regard  to  the  physical  defects  of 
those  employed  1 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  There 
have  been  cases  where  they  have  refused 
to  insure  such  men,  but  it  is  not  by  any 
means  the  universal  practice. 

Motor  Fatalities.  -Misuse  of  High  Boads. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
three  recent  cases  at  Kenley,  Alboume 
(on  the  Brighton  Road),  and  at  St 
Albans,  respectively,  in  which  a  motorist, 
after  a  serious  accident,  in  two  of  the 
cases  fatal,  ran  away  without  stopping, 
in  contravention  of  Section  6  of  The 
Motor  Car  Act,  1903;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  these  are  not  isolated  cases ; 
and  whether,  without  waiting  for  general 
legislation,  he  will  take  immediate  steps 
to  strengthen  the  law  by  imposing 
heavier  peniUties  for  this  class  of  offence. 

Mr.  CHI02Z\  MONEY:  At  the 
same  time  may  I  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  if  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  fact 
that  early  on  Saturday  morning,  25tli 
April,  a  man  named  John  Bryan  was 
knocked  down,  killed,  and  abandoned  on 
the  road  between  Guildford  and  Ripley 
by  a  motor  car  of  unknown  identity ;  if 
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he  is  aware  that  a  considerable  number 
of  such  cases  have  occurred  recentlv, 
and  that  the  misuse  of  public  high  roads 
by  motorists  is  increasing ;  and  whether 
he  can  definitely  promise  drastic  legis* 
lation  to  suppress  these  erila. 

Tex  PBESIDENT  of  thb 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
John  Burns,  Battersea) :  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply 
to  these  Questions.  I  regret  to  say 
that  cases  of  the  kind  mentioned  in 
them  have  occurred.  I  would  point  out 
that  under  section  6  of  The  Motor  Act, 
1903,  a  person  who  is  driving  a  motor 
car  is  bound  to  stop  if  an  accident  occurs 
to  anyone,  and  if  required  he  must  give 
his  name  and  address.  Further,  that  if 
he  causes  the  accident  he  may  render 
himself  UaUe  to  penaltjea  considerably 
heavier  than  those  imposed  for  non- 
comptiance  with  the  section.  In  the 
Kemey  case  a  man  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  manslaughter.  I  will,  how- 
ever, consider  whether  some  amendment 
should  be  made  in  the  law  with  regard 
to  this  point 

Visconst  Porbman's  Maxylebone  Property- 
Mr.  CHIOZZA  MONEY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Gtovemment  Board  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the 
fact  that  some  twenty-five  mews  and 
yards  in  Marylebone  have  recently  been 
claimed  by  Viscount  Portman  as  his 
private  property,  although  they  have 
been  for  nearly  a  century  drained,  paved, 
cleansed,  and  lighted  b^  the  public 
authority^  which  has  exercised  in  regard 
to  them  precisely  the  same  powers  which 
it  has  exercised  over  other  local  public 
l^aces;  and  whether  he  is  taking  any 
action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  have  made  in- 
<|uiry  and  am  informed  that  there  has  been 
litigation  between  Lord  Portman  and 
the  Borough  Couocil  on  this  subject,  and 
that  judgment  has  been  given  against 
the  CounciL  The  fact  that  the  Borough 
Council  or  their  predecessors  have  paved 
and  lighted  the  mews  which  was  the 
subject  of  the  litigation,  was  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Court.  I  presume 
that  the  decision  of  the  Court  will  govern 
other  cases  of  the  same  kind  as  that  to 
which  it  related,  but  the  Borough  Cotmoil 
have  resolved  to  deal  with  each  mews  in 
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turn  when  the  freeholder  proposes  tc 
enclose  it.  The  matter  is  not  one  with 
respect  to  which  I  can  take  any  action. 

Shetland  Hall  Service. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASOX:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  has 
received  a  memorandum  from  the  North 
Isles  District  Committee,  Shetland,  point- 
ing out  how,  by  a  simple  re-arrangement 
of  the  service  and  without  any  additional 
cost  to  the  Post  Office,  a  much  more 
satisfactory  mail  service  could  be  obtained; 
if  he  has  replied  to  the  said  memorial ; 
and  what  is  we  nature  of  the  reply. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  I  have  received  the  Memorial 
referred  to  and  I  am  communicating  with 
the  hon.  Member  on  the  subject. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank— Telegraphic 

Withdrawals- 
Ma.  H.  H.  MARKS  :  I  b  g  to  ask  ihe 
Postmaster-General  whether  the  regula- 
tion permitting  depositors  in  Post  Office 
savings  banks  to  withdraw  sums  not 
exceeding  one  pound  on  presentation  of 
a  deposit  book  showing  that  amount  to 
their  credit,  at  any  post  office  where 
savings  bank  business  is  transacted,  has 
led  to  the  perpetration  of  frauds  on  the 
Post  Office ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  frauds. 

Ma.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Occasion  lly 
frauds  have  occurred  in  connection  with 
the  regulation  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers.  The  loss  which  fell  upon  the  Post 
Office  funds  in  consequence  of  such  frauds 
between  .3rd  July,  1905  (the  date  on 
which  the  regulation  came  into  force)  and 
the  31st  December  was  about  two-thirds 
of  apenny  on  every  J&lOO  withdrawn  '*  on 
demand"  —  a  trifling  amount  when 
weighed  against  the  advantage  which 
depositors  have  derived  from  the  system. 
It  would  be  inexpedient  to  make  public 
the  nature  of  the  precautions  which  are 
taken  against  the  recurrence  of  frails, 
inasmuch  as  their  object  would  thereby 
be  to  a  large  extent  defeated. 

Telephone  Instmments. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  die  Postmaster-General  if  he  is  aware 
that  no  re8trictiop^,j,^t(g(^^^a8 
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Regards  the  choice  of  telephone  instru- 
ments; and,  in  view  of  the  danger  to 
health  involved  in  the  use  of  receivers 
insisted  upon  by  the  telephone  company, 
will  he  take  steps  to  allow  the  public  the 
same  freedom  of  selection  as  is  allowed  in 
France. 

Mr,  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Telephone 
subscribers  in  France  are  required  to  pur- 
chase their  own  telephoneinstruments,  and 
hence  their  choice  is  not  restricted.  The 
consequent  lack  of  uniformity  of  ap- 
paratus and  the  great  number  of  cheap 
and  often  inefficient  instruments  in  use 
constitute  one  of  the  causes  alleged  for 
defects  in  the  French  telephone  service ; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  a  aatis&ctory 
telephone  service  oould  be  carried  on  in 
this  countiy  under  such  <K>nditiona.  I 
am  assured  that  there  is  no  danger  to 
health  arising  from  the  types  of  telephone 
officially  provided  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
!National  Telephone  Company  absolutely 
refuse  to  allow  persons  to  choose  their 
■  own  instruments  f 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  think 
they  do  so  on  the  ground  that  the 
instruments  they  provitM  are  the  best  in 
the  market. 

Telegraphic  Codes- 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  proposal  to  abrogate 
CSanse  8  of  the  Postal  Convention  would 
inflict  a  serious  loss  on  the  commercial 
.  community  by  rendering  obsolete  codes 
prepared  at  considerable  cost;  and 
whether  he  will  instruct  the  British 
delegate  to  oifer  strenuous  resistance  to 
any  whittling  away  of  the  right  to  use 
invented  pronounceable  words  enjoyed 
for  many  years  past  without  question. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  No 
proposal  has  been  made  to  abrogate  the 
right  of  sending  artificial  pronounceable 
combinations  in  code  telegrams  given  by 
Article  VIII.  of  the  International  Tele- 
graph Regulations,  to  which  I  understand 
the  hon.  Member  to  refer,  and  certainly 
no  such  proposal,  if  made,  would  1>e 
supported  by  the  British  delegates  at 
the  International  Telegraph  Conference 
at  Lisbon.    It  is,  I  think,  desirable  for 


practical  reasons  that  the  condition  as 
to  pronounceability  should  be  somewhat 
more  clearly  defined,  but  there  is  no 
intention  of  adopting  other  than,  a 
generous  inteipntation  which  would 
cover  the  great  bulk  of  the  codes  in  use. 

Bhjmmey  Valley  Postmen. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether  he  will 
grant  the  scale  of  pay  askod  for  by  the 
postmen  employed  at  the  sub-offices  in 
the  Rhymney  Valley;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  has  decided  that  the  scale  of 
pay  of  18s.  to  218.  per  week  is  sufficient 
for  these  postmen  to  maintain  their  wives 
and  families  in  a  district  where  the  cost 
of  living  is  high. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  It  has  not 
yet  been  definitely  decided  into  which 
classes  the  sub-offices  in  the  Rhymney 
Valley  should  be  placed.  All  the  circum- 
stances will  be  tiken  into  consideration 
before  the  final  classification  is  settled. 

Foreigners  in  the  Telephone  Service- 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
thePtMtmaster-General  whetherforeigners 
have  been  appointed  as  night  operator* 
in  the  State  telephone  service  in  London ; 
if  so,  whether  they  have  been  naturalised ; 
and  whether  no  capable  linguists  exist 
among  the  present  staff. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  There  are  ! 
at  present  two  Frenchmen  among  the  I 
Stan  by  whom  the  continental  telephone 
lines  are  worked  at  night.  I  understand 
they  have  not  been  naturalised.  There 
are  four  or  five  Englishmen  who  assist  in 
working  the  lines  m  question ;  but  all  of 
them  have  not  as  great  facility  in 
colloquial  French  as  is  desirable  in  the 
interests  of  users  of  the  telephone. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  some  time 
ago  notice  was  issued  by  his  Depart- 
ment to  the  effect  that  no  more  foreigners 
were  to  be  employed  at  the  Post  Office, 
whereas  two  Frenchmen  have  been 
appointed  on  the  Trunk  Exchange  and 
four  more  are  about  to  be  appointed  t 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  had 
better  have  notice  of  the  Question  in 
regard  to  specific  cases.  But  as  a  general 
rule,  while  we  would  naturally  employ 
British  subjects,  there  may  be  cases  where 
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it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  public 
to  employ  foreignen. 

Letter  Delays. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Fostmaster-Greneral  whether  bis  non- 
liability for  delaying  letters  and  telegrams 
and  for  other  acts  of  Post  Office  servants 
•extends  to  Post  Office  servants  them- 
selves i  and,  if  not,  whether,  in  cases 
'where  persons  have  suffered  damage  or 
injury  at  the  hands  of  one  of  his  servants, 
lie  wul  disclose  the  name  of  that  servant ; 
Andj  if  not,  will  he  explain  why. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  ques- 
tion is  at  present  under  coosidention. 

WolTerhampton  Teacher's  Examination. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether,  at  the  last  preliminaiy  examinft- 
tioQ  for  the  certifioate,  a  candidate  from 
Wdverhampton  was  failed ;  whether  the 
local  education  authority  for  Wdver- 
hampton  wrote  to  the  Board  of  Education 
•expressing  their  surprise  and  pointing  out 
that  the  candidate  had  passed  the  Bir- 
mingham Matriculation ;  whether  it  has 
l>een  discovered  that  the  examiner  had 
accidentally  given  only  a  portion  of  the 
right  mai^  to  this  and  several  other 
•candidates ;  whether  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion declines  to  give  the  local  education 
■authority  any  information  on  the  subject ; 
whether  the  examiner  in  question  has 
been  censured  or  in  any  way  punished ; 
and  what  steps  the  Board  propose  to 
take  to  rectify  the  injury  inflicted  upon 
the  candidate  by  the  negligence  of  tnat 
officer  t 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  RoNcraAN,  Dews- 
bury)  ;  The  local  authority  for  Wolver- 
iiampton  wrote  to  the  Board  expressing 
surprise  at  the  failure  of  two  of  their  candi- 
dates in  the  examination  referred  to. 
They  stated  that  one  of  the  candidates 
had  passed  the  Matriculation  Examination 
of  Birmingham  University,  and  asked 
whether  the  Board  could  give  any  in- 
iormation  regarding  the  subjects  in  which 
they  had  failed.  The  Board  replied  on 
the  8th  April  that  it  was  not  their 
.practice  to  ^vesuch  information.  I  may 
«ay  that  neither  of  these  candidates  lost 
through  an  accident  on  the  part  of  the 
•examiner  any  marks  which  would  other- 
,  wise  have  bmn  awarded  to  them.   If  the 


hem.  Member  can  furnish  me  with  the 
names  of  any  candidates  believed  to  have 
lost  marks  in  this  way  I  will  see  that 
their  cases  are  investigated. 

Wiltshire  Sdncatfon  Authority. 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  whether  he 
will  direct  the  Wiltshire  Education 
Authority  to  provide  at  once  a  temporary 
cooncil  school,  in  order  to  8um>ly  the 
deficiency  of  school  pUces  at  Westbury 
Leigh,  and  decline  to  sanction  the  pro- 
posal to  provide  a  second  church  school 
for  a  population  which  is  predominantly 
Nonoonformist. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  This  question  is 
under  consideration,  and  I  am  not  in  a 
a  position  to  make  any  statement  at 
present. 

Givil  Service  Salary  Increments. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Seoretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  a 
certificate  of  punctuality  and  good  con- 
duct has  to  be  given  before  an  increment 
of  salary  is  granted ;  whether  the  form 
of  this  certificate  is  uniform  for  all  classes 
of  civil  servants ;  what  are  its  terms ; 
and  when  they  were  settled. 

Me.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE :  The 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  Clause 
20  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
29th  November,  1898,  presmbes  that 
*'  an  annual  increment  of  salary  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  any  person  in  the  estab- 
lished Civil  Service  of  the  State  without 
a  certificate  from  tbe  immediate  superior 
of  such  person,  countersigned  by  the 
head  of  the  Department  or  such  officer 
as  he  may  designate  for  the  purpose,  to 
the  effect  that  such  person's  conduct  has 
during  the  year  immediately  preceding 
the  date  of  such  certificate  been 
approved." 

Kitchen  Oomniittee's  Accoonts. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid-Derbyshire, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Kitchen  Committee, 
whether  the  Kitchen  Committee  have  yet 
arranged  to  issue  a  complete  annual  Return 
of  receipts  and  expenditure. 

Sir  a.  JACOBY  (Derbyshire,  Mid.) : 
In  re^y  to  my  ton.,  frieng^^r  is 
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leoeiving  the  attention  (tf  the  Kitchen 
Committee. 

Baaitatloii  at  SeottiBh  Vhaliiig  Stations. 

Mb.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  what 
steps  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  are 
taking  to  insist  that  sanitation  and  clean- 
liness will  be  rigorously  carried  out  at 
the  whaling  stations,  and  especially  if 
masses  of  decaying  matter  will  be  con- 
sumed by  fire  or  chemicals,  and  not 
allowed  to  float  about  the  voes,  destroy- 
ing the  muaael  beds  and  gravely  injuring 
the  homes  of  the  people. 

The  SECRETAKY  tor  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire):  The  duty 
of  seeing  that  these  stations  are  kept  in  a 
sanitary  condition  is  primarily  a  matter 
for  the  local  authority  and  their  officers, 
and  in  the  event  of  their  default  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  interfere.  I  may  add  that  the 
bye-laws  framed  by  the  local  authorities 
for  regulating  the  business  carried  on  at 
these  stations  provide  for  the  prevention 
of  offensive  material  being  deposited  in 
or  allowed  to  escape  into  the  sea. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  The 
Board  can  grant  a  subsidy  for  fishery 
cruisers ;  can  it  not  also  give  local 
authorities  one  for  this  object  1 

Mk.  SINCLAIB:  We  have  no  au- 
thority to  do  so  binder  the  statute. 

Ollaberry  Orasing  Lands,  ShstlaiHlB. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Blance, 
of  Gluss,  Ollaberry,  Shetland,  applied 
years  ago  to  the  Crofters'  Commission 
to  divide  a  certain  area  of  grazing  land  ; 
that  some  years  after,  in  1904,  the 
Crofters  Commission  inspected  the  land 
in  question  and  h^ve  since  then  taken  no 
action ;  and  if  he  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  get  this  case  settied  without 
further  delay. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR:  An  appUcatioa  by 
Alexander  Bhmce,  Qluss,  Ollaberry,  and 
others  to  divide  a  certain  area  of  S^ttald 
or  common  grazing  lands  into  blocks  for 
individual  occupancy  was  heard  by  the 
Commissioners  in  1904,  and  an  inspection 
of  the  subjects  made.  It  was,  however, 
afterwards  found  that  further  inquiry 


was  necessary,  but  owing  to  unavoidable 
circumstances  it  was  impooible  for  the 
Commissionen  to  make  such  inqniry  up 
to  the  present  time.  It  is  their  intentioD 
to  visit  Shetland  during  the  coming 
season,  when  the  application  in  question 
will  fall  to  be  disposed  of. 

fflietlsAd  Herring  Fishery- 
Ma.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  iisk  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  herring  fishery 
industry  of  the  west  coast  of  Shetland 
has  been  practically  destroyed  by  the 
whaling  buaness ;  whedier  he  will  take 
steps  to  protect  what  is  left  of  the  herring 
fislung  at  Shetland;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  fishermen  who  are  being 
deprived  of  their  employment  mostly 
belong  to  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  ;  ain 
whether  he  is  aware  that  if  the  herring 
fishing  industry  at  Shetland  is  destroyed^ 
as  it  is  thi«atened,  a  valuable  training 
ground  for  the  Navy  will  be  lost, 

Mr.  SINCLAIB:  I  cm  onabls  to 
accept  as  accurate  the  assertions  made  by 
my  hon.  friend  in  this  Question.  The 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  Whaling  Aet 
of  last  year,  under  which  statutory 
authority  to  deal  with  this  matter  is 
provided,  will  be  strictly  enforced. 

Foreign  Trawlers  in  the  Uoraj  Firth- 
Captain  WARING  (Bacffshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
the  proposals  to  prevent  trawling  by 
foreign  vessels  in  the  Moray  Firth  have 
yet  been  submitted  to  the  Foreign  Powers 
concerned ;  and  when  he  will  be  in  a 
position  to  make  a  statement  on  the 
matter. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  Not  yet.  Sir.  I  am 
not  at  present  able  to  say. 

Captain  WARING :  When  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  be  in  a  position  to 
inake  a  statement  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  cannot  say.  It  is 
an  elaborate  matter  involving  considera- 
tion by  several  Departments  before  the 
Government  can  come  to  a  decision. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  And  meanwhile 
great  damage  is  being  done. 

Mb.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshirf^ 
KR.,  HoldemeBs}r  WtUlifae^ght  hon. 
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Oentleman  consider  the  desirability  of 
giving  to  English  fishermen  the  same 
rights  in  these  waters  as  foreigners  have  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  My  views  on  the 
matter  are  before  the  House. 

Bushmills  Snb-Postmaster- 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.)  :  I  b:g 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-Gteneral  if  bis 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  action 
taken  by  the  postmaster,  Mr.  Alexander 
Park,  at  Bushmills,  in  respect  of  the  pen- 
«ion  warrant  of  Mr.  Hugh  McFaull,  by  re- 
fusing as  postmaster  to  deliver  the  pension 
warrant  to  McFaulI  unless  he  assented  to 
the  deduction  by  the  postmaster  of  a  debt 
of  17s.  due  to  him  in  his  private  capacity 
as  a  draper;  if  the  postmaster  was 
justified  by  the  rules  of  the  Department 
in  so  acting ;  and,  if  not,  frhat  steps  will 
be  taken  to  secure  that  pensions  in  Bush- 
mills and  elsewhere  will  reach  those  en- 
titled without  illegal  deductions. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  w.x)te 
to  the  hon.  Member  recently  informing 
him  that  in  paying  Mr.  McFaull's  pension 
on  the  1st  January  last,  the  Sub  Post- 
master  of  Bushmills  improperly  deducted 
17s.  2d.  in  respect  of  a  debt  for  goods 
obtained  in  his  shop.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  at  the  time,  on  a  complaint 
made  by  Mr.  McFauU,  and  the  Sab-Post- 
master was  reprimanded  for  his  irregular 
action  and  required  to  make  good  the 
amount  to  the  pensioner.  I  liave  no 
doubt  that  the  notice  which  has  been 
taken  of  the  case  will  prevent  cause  being 

f;iven  for  any  similar  complaint  in 
nture. 

Education  Bill— Mr-  Chnrchill's  Kedges. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :  I  bes;  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  if  the  pledges  with  legard  to  the 
education  question  given  by  the  President 
of  the  Boara  of  1  rade  to  his  late  constitu- 
«ntsat  Manchester  represent  the  views  of 
His  Blajesty's  Government ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  they  intend  to  proceed  with  the 
Education  Bill  now  before  the  House. 

Thb  prime  MINISTER  and 
PIRST  LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
ASQUITH,  Fife,  E):  The  statements  on 
this  subject,  eo  far  as  I  know,  made  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at 
Manchester,  merely  repeated  in  his  own 
language  opinions  expressed  on  previous 


occasions  by  other  members  of  the 
Government,  and  there  is  nothing  in 
them  which  would  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  proceeding  with  the  Education 
Bill.  The  Second  Reading  stage  of  it 
will  be  taken  in  due  course. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.): 
May  I  ask  whether  in  the  constitution  of 
the  new  Cab'net  there  has  been  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  old  rule  that  any 
statement  made  by  a  Cabinet  Minister 
on  behalf  of  bis  colleagues  is  binding  on 
the  whole  Cabinet  % 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  With  all  respect  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  do  not  see 
how  that  Question  arises  out  of  the 
Answer.  I  said  that  the  statement 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  merely  repeated  in  his  own 
language  opinions  expressed  on  previous 
occasions  

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  In  his  own 

Lnguagj  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  May  not  he  choose 
his  own  language  % 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON:  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  went  to  Dewsbury  with  a 
message  of  peace,  and  was  the  Education 
Bill  that  message  of  peace  % 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity) :  Can  the  Prime  Minister  fix  a 
date  now  for  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Education  Bill  t 

Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire. 

Govan)  :  Who  expressed  the  opinions  to 
which  the  Prime  Minister  referred  T 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Various  members  of 
the  Government ;  among  others,  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Crewe. 

Hr.  Chnrchill's  Home  Enle  Pledges. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  if  the  pledges  on 
the  Home  Rule  question  given  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  his 
late  constituents  at  Manchester  have  his 
sanction  and  authority ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  give  the  House  of 
Commons  an  op[)ortunitj  of  dis  ■m.'-iii^ 
this  change  in  policy  by  IIir  Miijosij'^ 
GovemnmUt 
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Mr.  ASQUITH  :  There  has  been  amd 
is  no  change  in  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  which  was  fully  explained 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  and  myself  in 
this  House  on  the  30th  March  last.  I 
did  not  authorise  my  right  hon.  friend, 
and  I  am  satisfied  after  acquainting 
myself  with  the  substance  of  his  speeches 
ttiat  he  did  not  make  any  statement  in 
Manchester  which  was  in  any  way  in- 
<»nBistent  with  the  previouB  declarations 
of  the  GoTemment. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Is  the  Prime 
Minister  not  aware  that  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  said  definitely  at 
Manchebter  that  great  misunderstanding 
had  arisen  with  regard  to  the  language 
used  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  the  House 
of  Commons  upon  the  occasion  referred 
to,  and  that  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  explain  that  those 
misapprehensions  were  uot  justified  and 
to  assume  a  line  with  regard  to  the  next 
election  which  was  not  adopted  by  the 
Prune  Minister  here  ?  The  interpretation 
which  has  been  placed  on  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman's  language  is  not  oonfined  to 
one  party  or  one  section. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  am  not  responsible 
for  the  interpretation  put  on  the  language 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  Although  I  am 
a  great  admirer  and  diligent  student  of 
his  (^Meohes,  I  have  not  read  everything 
he  said  at  Manchester.  But  I  know  the 
passage  to  whish  tiie  right  hon.  QenUe- 
mao  referred.  So  far  as  I  know  he  did 
not  say  anything  there  which  I  had  not 
expressly  or  by  plain  implication  said  in 
my  speech. 

Mr.  LEVBRTON  HARRIS:  Is  the 
House  to  understand  that  the  statements 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  at  Manchester  represent  the  policy 
<rf  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  statement  re- 
ferred to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oj^xMite  is,  I  have  said,  perfectly  con- 
nstent  with  and  not  repugnant  to  what 
I  have  said  in  this  House,  and,  therefore, 
it  does  represent  the  views  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington) :  Is 
the  Prime  Minister  aware  that  the  speech 
he  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  speech  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 


for  Ireland  did  not  sadsfy  the  Irish  Party, 
and  that  the  speech  oi  the  PrceidsDt  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  did  satisfy  the  Irish 
Party  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  made  a  reply  whicb 
was  inaudible  in  the  Gallery. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON:  Is  th& 
Prime  Minister  going  to  allow  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  niak9 
similar  pledges  to  the  electors  at  Dundee  t 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Me.  AKEBS -DOUGLAS  (Kent.  St. 
Augustine's) :  What  will  be  the  bodnesa 
for  Tuescby  and  Wednesday  next  t 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  The  business  for  next 
week  will  be  as  follows :  Monday — Con- 
clusion of  Debate  on  Licensing  Bill; 
Tuesday — Second  Reading  of  the  Scottish 
Education  Bill ;  Wednesday  —  Secon} 
Reading  of  the  Port  of  London  Bill ; 
Thursday — Introduction  of  the  Budget. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Sir  WiLLUM  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  r 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee A  the  following  fifteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Coroners'  Inquesta 
Bill) :  Sir  Frederick  Banbury,  Viscount 
Helmsley,  Mr.  Fitzalan  Hope,  Sir  Edward 
Boyle,  Mr.  Higham,  Mr.  Luke  White,. 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  Mr.  SumraerbelC 
Mr.  Toulmin,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Ffrench, 
Mr.  Augusiine  Roche,  Mr.  John  Ward, 
Mr.  Edmund  Lamb,  and  Mr.  Chai^ 
Duncan. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gordon  further 
reported  from  the  Committee :  Th  it  they 
had  added  to  Standing  Committee  A  the 
following  fifteen  Members  (in  respect  of 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill)  r 
Marquess  of  Hamilton,  Mr.  Moo:e,  Mr> 
Fetherslonhugh,  Mr.  Thomas  Corbett, 
Earl  of  Kerry,  Mr.  MacCaw,  Captain 
Kincaid-Smiih,  Mr.  Cloogh,  Mr.  Kettle^ 
Mr.  Thomis  O'Donnell,  Mr.  John  O'Con- 
nor, Mr.  Hazleton,  Mr.  Belloc,  Hr.H^ry, 
and  Mr.  Albert  Stanley. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gubson  further 
reported  fioji  the  Committee  :Tkat  they 
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had  discharged  the  following  Member 
from  Standing  Committee  B :  The  Lord 
Advocate  ;  and  hid  appointed  in  suleti- 
tution  (in  respect  of  the  Children  Bill) : 
Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  S<»)Uand. 

SirWiLUAM  Brampton  Gurdost  further 
reported  from  the  Committee:  That  they 
had  discharged  the  following  Member 
from  Standing  Committee  B :  Mr.  Parker ; 
and  had  r^nscated  Mr.  Aosten  Taylor. 

Sir  William  Bramptos  Gurdon 
farther  reported  from  the  Committee : 
that  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  B  (in 
respect  of  the  Children  Bill)  :  Sir  Joseph 
Leese  and  Mr.  Llewellyn  Williams ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  Children  Bill)  Mr.  Ramsay  Mac- 
donald  and  Mr.  Leif  Jones. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee : 
that  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  Committee  C  (in 
respect  of  the  Costs  in  Criminal  Cases 
Bid) :  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  Costs  in  Criminal  Cases 
BUI)  Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  (Committee  : 
that  thev  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee C  the  following  fifteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Costs  in  Criminal  Cases 
Bill):  Captain  Morrison-Bell,  Mr.  Joynson 
Hicks,  Mr.  Kawlinson,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr 
Kennedy,  *  Mr.  Lardner,  Mr.  John 
Williams,  Mr.  I^ultoo,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Ernest  Lamb,  Mr.  Armitage, 
Mr.  Markham,  Mr.  Hay  Morgan,  and  Mr. 
Ellis  Davies. 

Beporte  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILLS. 


EDUCATION  (CONSOLIDATION  AND 
AMENDMENT)  BILL. 

"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Educa- 
tion Act,"  presented  by  Mr.  Wedgwood  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  206  ] 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1901) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  prohibit  employment  between 
noon  on  Saturday  and  six  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning  in  cotton,  woollen, 
worsted,  flax,  hemp,  silk,  jute,  and  paper 
factories,  and  in  bleaching  and  dyeing 
works,"  presented  by  Mr.  Jowett ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [BUI  207.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Licensing  Bill  have  precedence  this  day 
of  the  Businera  of  Supply. — {Mir.  A$guiih,) 


LICENSING  BILL. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [28th 
April],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time  — 

Which  Amendment  was, 

"  To  leave  out  from  the*  word  '  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
'  this  House  declines  to  proceed  further  with  a 
measure  which,  while  failing  to  promote  the 
cause  of  temperance,  violates  the  principles  of 
etiuity,'  —iMr.  Cave,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

*Mr.  GEORQE  7ABER  (York): 
When  the  debate  was  interrupted  last 

evening  I  was  endeavouring  to  establish 
that  there  was  no  warranty  for  the 
two  propositions  at  the  root  of  this 
measure — first,  the  wholesale  reduc- 
tion of  licences  during  the  next  fourteen 
years,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  those 
fourteen  years  the  resumption  by  the 
State  of  the  monopoly  value  of  all  the 
remaining  licences.  As  regards  the  first 
of  those  two  propositions,  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  nothing  to  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  judgments  in  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield  " 
to  support  it.  An  hon.  Gentleman  sitting 
below  the  gangway  yesterday  questioned 
this,  bat  I  have  read  the  judgments  many 
times,  and  can  say  with  confidence  to  the 
House  that  the  observation  I  made  last 
night  on  that  decision  is  fully  warranted 
by  the  facts.  "Sharp  v.  Wakefield" 
laid  down  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  licensing  magistrates  to  suppress  a 
licence  at  tlie  end^,of,j^(g^^gl^e 
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ground  of  superfluity,  but  the  Judges 
expressly  said  that  each  case  must 
be   decided    on    its   own  particular 

merits  and  upon  nothing  else,  that 
the  decision  in  fact  must  be  based  upon 
the  particular  circumstances  surrounding 
the  particular  case.  The  present  Bill 
does  not  proceed  in  any  way  on  those 
lines,  and  no  doubt  it  does  not  intend  to. 
Do  not  then  let  any  hon.  Member  quote 
*'  Sharp  V.  Wakefield  "  in  support  of  this 
arbitrary  reduction  of  licences.  The  time- 
limit  proposed  by  this  Bill  seems  to  me, 
apart  altogether  from  the  question  of  the 
recovery  of  die  monopoly  value,  to  be 
a  bad  proposition,  and  I  think  that  the 
course  followed  by  the  Act  of  1904  was 
superior  in  every  respect,  because  under 
that  Act  there  is  elasticity,  whilst  here 
there  is  a  cast-iron  system  chat  cannot  be 
departed  from  in  any  instance.  So  many 
licences  have  got  to  be  suppressed  in  so 
many  districts  in  so  many  years.  In  fact 
the  Government  are  setting  up  a  bed  of 
Proerastes  in  whioh  the  licensed  properties 
of  the  country  ue  to  be  laid.  It  does 
not  matter  whether  the  limbs  are  good  or 
bad;  if  they  do  not  accommodate  them- 
selves to  the  procruatean  bed  they  are  to  be 
lopped  off  independently  of  whatever 
virtues  they  may  be  possessed  of. 
Thus  I  venture  to  give  a  categorical 
answer  to  the  question  asked  by  the 
Prime  Minister  as  to  our  views 
with  regard  to  the  time-limit.  My 
views  are  entirely  opposed  to  any 
time-limit.  As  regards  the  second 
proposition,  which  is  a  much  more  difficult 
one,  and  contains  within  itself  the  very 
core  and  kernel  of  the  whole  measure, 
and  that  is  the  recovery  of  the  monopoly 
value  of  all  licences  left  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  by  the  State,  where  do  the 
Government  find  any  warranty  for  such  a 
proposition  1  It  is  not  even  in  the  Minority 
B«port  of  the  Licensing  Commission,  let 
alone  the  Majority  Report.  All  through 
the  arguments,  whenever  it  has  been 
possible  to  do  so,  the  Government  have 
quoted  the  Minority  Report,  and  here  is 
one  of  the  fundamental  findings  on  this 
matter  by  the  Minority  Report.  I  cannot 
find  a  wwd  in  it  about  the  recovery  of 
monopoly  value.  They  say,  on  page  268 
tfS  the  Report — 

''We  Teconimend  the  adoption  of  a  term, 
■ay  seven  years,  as  the  baais  of  a  time  for 
compensftlion  arrangeioents  under  wldoh  the 

Mr.  Qeorge  Faher. 
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namber  of  public-hoasea  and  beer-on-lieencM 
shall  be  everywhere  reduced." 

They  do  not  go  on  to  lay  down  any 
views  as  to  the  recovery  of  monopoly 
value ;  they  stop  short  at  the  statutory 
maximum.  In  March,  1903,  years  after 
this  expression  of  opinion,  I  find,  from  a 
recent  quotation  in  The  Times  newspaper, 
that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  pre- 
sided at  a  conference  where  influential 
gentlemen  of  all  shades  of  opinion, 
including  Lord  Peel,  were  present,  as  well 
as  many  members  of  the  trade,  when 
a  resolution  was  passed  to  the  effect  that 

"In  order  to  facilitate  the  conridenble 
reductira  of  licences,  the  conference  was  of 
opinion  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
compensation  at  interest  for  licensed  property, 
dit-posse-osed  otherwise  than  for  mif>coaduet, 
from  a  fund  raised  by  the  trade,  and  that  il 
was  desirable  that  ante-1869  beerhoosesriurald 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  licensed 
houses." 

Even  a  time-limit  was  not  mentiraied. 
The  recovery  of  the  monopoly  valae 
was  never  mentioned  from  first  to 
last,  and  therefore  I  think  I  am 
warranted  in  saying  again  that  the 
Government,  in  establishing  this  cardinal 
proposition  of  Uie  recovery  of  the 
monopoly  value  by  the  State,  have  no 
precedent  on  which  to  found  such  an 
action.  It  rather  reminds  me  of  another 
phrase  greatly  in  vogue  among  forward 
politicians  below  the  gangway,  viz.,  the 
nationalisation  of  all  the  means  of  pro- 
duction. I  think  the  recovery  of  mono- 
poly values  and  the  nationalisation  of  all 
the  means  of  production  are  bom  of  the 
same  father,  and  are  half-brothers.  The 
father  is  confiscation,  while  the  mother  of 
the  one  is  plain  speech  and  of 'the  other 
subterfuge.  About  the  one  there  is  no 
possibility  of  doubt  as  to  what  it 
means.  The  Socialist  Members  below  the 
gangway  never  hide  their  meaning, 
but  upon  the  other  there  rests  a 
certain  veneer  of  rrapectability  which 
makes  it  extremely  dangerous,  at  any 
rate  for  the  unwary.  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter in  his  speech  a  few  days  ago,  and  other 
speakers  who  followed  him  on  the  other 
side,  were  rather  cruel  and  hard  upon  the 
great  brewery  interests  of  this  country. 
I  see  sitting  opposite  me  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  son  of  a  great  statesman 
who  has  passed  away,  Sir  William  Har- 
court.    What  did  he  say  on  one  of  the 
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"  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  bo  cruel  as 
tike  tender  mercies  of  a  teal  pbilanlhropUt." 

When  Sir  Willism  Haroourt  was  talking 
of  the  real  philanthropst  lie  was  talk- 
ing on  a  Liquor  Bill,  of  temperance 
reiormers ;  if  he  was  alive  to-day  I 
think  he  would  be  able  to  go  one  better 
and  say,  "  There  is  nothing  in  the  world 
so  cruel  as  the  tender  mercies  of  the  real 
temperance  reformer,  coupled  with  the 
tender  mercies  of  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  looking  outformoneytoproride 
lor  old-age  iienaions."  Of  course,  we  all 
know  that  taere  are  brewery  companies 
and  brewery  companies.  Some  have 
been  inflated  and  some  have  not;  some 
have  had  shares  watered  and  some  have 
not;  but  it  does  not  go  outside  the  bounds 
of  comprehension  that  even  an  aerated 
water  company  should  be  brought  for  vard 
as  a  company  upon  inflated  lines.  In  fact,  I 
often  think  the  chief  merit  of  aerated 
water  is  that  peculiar  inflated  quality. 
It  was,  I  think,  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Appleby  Division  of  Westmoreland  either 
jestercuy  or  the  day  before,  who  was 
pleased  to  divide  the  parties  in  this  House 
mto  the  just  and  the  unjust.  He  did 
Bot  say  the  sheep  and  the  goats,  and 
perhai»  I  may  be  allowed  to  add  to  his 
definition  in  that  respect.  Humanity, 
either  in  this  House  or  out  of  it, 
falls  into  no  simple  category  of 
that  kind.  There  are  sheep  and 
goats  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  that  over-confident  judgment  of  the 
hon.  Member  was  appealed  against,  and 
came  up  before  you.  Sir.  for  decision,  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  you  would  not  reverse  the 
position  of  the  sheep  and  the  goats,  and 
put  the  sheep  on  your  left  hand  and  the 
goats  on  your  right.  Bearing  on  my 
remarks  that  there  are  companies  and 
companies,  I  have  a  case  in  my  hand  which 
is  directly  upon  this  point,  the  case  of  an 
inflated  brewery  company.  The  com- 
pany was  promoted  in  1897,  and  floated 
during  that  year  with  a  capital  of 
£500,000,  £250,000  being  issued  in 
debentures,  and  £250,000  ordinary  shares 
being  retained  by  the  vendors,  ["  Name."] 
I  will  state  the  name  before  I 
have  finished.  The  compmy  w^s  re- 
floated later  in  the  stme  year,  at 
£750,000,  of  which  £250.000  were  de- 


bentures, £250,000  pre-prefence  stock, 
£150,000  preference  stock,  and  £100,000 
ordinary  stock.  In  1904  what  do  wo 
find  1  We  get  this  ominous  sentence  in 
the  seventh  annual  statement — 

"  The  directors  have  for  some  time  past 
been  of  opinion  that  it  was  necessary  that  soma 
scheme  of  reconstmctitHi  of  the  company  should 
be  devised  and  carried  through,  having  regard 
to  the  surrenders  abore  referred  to,  and  the 
high  oapitalisation  of  the  company  on  former 
issue." 

What  happened  ?  The  company's 
capital  is  written  down  by  no  less  a  sum 
than  £100,000,  and  the  people  who  had 
to  pay  for  that  disagreeable  operation 
were  the  ordinary  shareholders.  They 
did  not  like  it,  and  when  the  meeting 
came  on  there  was  aom?  demur.  One 
gentleman  asked  the  following  question : 
"  If  the  scheme  of  writing  down  the  value 
of  the  compimy  was  carried  out  would  the 
auditors  give  us  any  assurance  that  the 
property  of  the  company  was  worth  the 
amount  given  in  the  balance-sheet?** 
The  answer  given  by  Mr.  Grimshaw,  one 
of  the  auditors,  was  that  that  was 
hardly  a  fair  question  to  put  to  the 
auditors ;  it  would  puzzle  an  expert  to  say 
what  was  the  worth  of  the  property,  but 
he  would  say  that  the  amount  would  be 
nearer  the  mark  after  the  reduction  of 
£100,000.  Now,  who  is  the  fortunate 
vendor  ?  I  am  sure  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  are  burning 
to  know.  Well,  his  name  is  Mr.  Geo^e 
Whiteley,  M.P.  Let  me  at  once  dis- 
abuse the  mind  of  this  House  of  the  idea 
that  I  have  any  sinister  intention  in 
bringing  a  matter  of  this  sort  forward. 
I  do  not  bUme  the  Patronage  Secretary, 
but  how  is  he  going  to  answer  to  the  high 
canon  of  morality  that  is  set  up  by  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  what  answer 
has  he  got  to  make  to  his  own  Prime 
Minister,  who  has  expreased  himself  so 
strongly  regarding  inflated  breweries  1 
I  must  leave  it  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  determine.  Mr.  Speaker, 
assuming  that  you  do  not  interfere  with 
the  allocation  of  the  sheep  and  the  goats 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Appleby 
Division,  and  that  the  sheep  still  rest  on 
your  right  hand,  I  am  afraid  the  shepherd 
of  the  flock  is  going  to  have  rather  a  difiicult 
task  when  a  division  is  called  on  Monday 
night,  and  he  has  got  to  drive  the  im- 
maculate  flock  int^,,^^,d@^^g^y. 
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I  do  not  foi^et  that  in  those  nnregenerate 
days  the  right  lifin.  G(entleman  had  not 
found  salvation.  Perhaps  one  of  these 
days — who  knows,  it  is  a  strange  world — 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  may  find  him- 
self back  among  the  goats.  But  seriously, 
does  not  this  illustrate  the  folly  of 
laying  down  any  general  proposition 
about  inflated  brewery  companies  and  to 
found  upon  that  the  argument  that  if 
anybody  is  to  blame  for  the  hardships 
oonts.ined|  in  this  Bill,  it  is  not  the 
State,  but  the  brewery  companies,  and 
if  money  has  been  lost  it  is  the  wicked 
brewery  companies,  and  not  the  State, 
which  is  responsible.  I  may  be  stupid,  I 
often  think  that  I  must  be,  but  I  cannot  for 
the  life  of  me  follow  the  logic  of  that 
argument.  I  agree  that  if  a  shareholder 
has  been  foolish  enough  to  put  his  money 
into  a  watered  brewery  company  or  a 
watered  any  other  company,  he  deserves 
what  he  gets.  He  has  got  to  "  stew  in 
his  own  joice,'*  a  phrase  used  by  Sir 
William  Harcourt,  but  because  the  share- 
holder has  to  stewin  his  own  juice  there 
is  no  reason  why  he  is  to  be  again 
put  into  the  pot  and  on  the  fire  and 
stewed  in  the  Govemment*s  juice.  Why 
should  he  stew  twice  over  ?  Surely  it  is 
sufficient  tor  the  unfortimate  shareholder 
to  suffer  for  his  own  initial  folly,  and  not 
have  to  suffer  the  confiscation  which 
must  follow,  as  certainly  as  night 
follows  day,  the  course  of  procedure 
laid  down  by  the  Government  in 
this  Bill.  When  you  come  to  the 
compensation  clauses,  and  there  let  me 
speak  quite  simply  as  a  business  man, 
is  it  not  a  farce  to  call  it  compensation  ? 
Is  the  State  paying  one  single  farthing 
either  during  the  compensation  period, 
or  at  its  conclusion — is  it  paying  a 
single  farthing  for  the  30,000  odd  licences 
which  are  to  be  suppressed,  or  for 
the  60,000  remaining  licences  that 
are  to  be  pouched  by  the  State 
upon  the  conclusion  of  the  four- 
teen years  ?  Not  one  single  farthing. 
You  call  that  compensation,  and  you 
think  you  are  going  to  take  in 
the  bishops  and  the  confiding  British 
public,  by  leading  them  to  believe 
that  the  State  is  giving  compensation 
for  this  gigantic  property  which  it 
is  proposed  to  take  away.  I  can 
imagine  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  saying, 
"  Very  well,  but  the  Act  of  1904  also  pro- 
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vided  that  the  trade,  whore  licences 
were  suppressed,  should  find  tiie  com- 
pensation.'* I  agree,  we  did  |»rovide  a 
precedent,  but  look  how  different  the  cases 
are.  Under  the  Act  of  1904,  after  provid- 
ing for  the  suppression  of  licences,  the 
monopoly  was  left  to  the  trade,  and  you 
may  fairly  say  that  each  suppression 
of  a  licence  increased  the  monopoly, 
so  that  tlie  trade  which  had  paid 
for  the  supj^ression  of  licenoea  we.e 
in  a  BupeMor  position  as  regards 
the  licences  th%t  were  left.  That 
is  logical,  and  the  Act  of  1904  pro- 
ceeded on  that  basis.  It  was  because 
j  the  monopoly  value  was  left  to  the  trade 
<  and  was  not  passed  over  to  the  State 
that  the  trade  provided  the  compen- 
sation. But  what  is  done  here  f 
The  analogy  does  not  apply.  How  can 
you  call  upon  the  trade  during  fourteen 
years  to  find  compensation,  when  on  the 
conclusion  of  that  period  the  State  is  going 
to  take  over  the  remaining  licences? 
There  is  not  one  farthing  of  compensa- 
tion paid  by  the  State  of  any  sort  or 
in  any  way  for  the  suppression  of  these 
licences.  I  will  not  linger  owt  the 
monstrosify,  but,  speaking  as  a  banker, 
for  I  am  not  a  brewer,  I  do 
feel  this  matter  to  the  very  core 
of  my  heart,  the  injustice  of  it  strikes 
me  so  forcibly.  Thus  then,  the  com- 
pensation is  to  be  provided  by  the  trade, 
but  even  so  you  do  not  allow  it  to  be 
generous  compensation;  you  have  cut 
I  it  down  to  the  lowest  possible  limit. 
Ton  are  only  allowing  fourteen  years 
for  the  suppression  of  30,000  licences, 
!  and  you  have  to  make  the  compensation 
go  as  far  as  you  can,  and  there  is  not 
sufficient  of  it.  Instead  of  providing 
for  the  compensation  which  has  been 
held  proper  in  the  Ashby  Brewery 
case,  against  which  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities,  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  behind  l^em,  did  not  appeal,, 
and  of  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
by  way  of  center  dictum,  the  other  day 
approved,  your  basis  of  compensation 
is  imfair  and  unsound.  Now,  let  me 
take  this  further  point  which  may  not 
have  occurred  to  some  hon.  Members 
who  are  not,  I  hope,  for  their  owd 
I  sakes,  conversant  with  company  matters. 
,  Think  what  chaos  there  is  going  to  be 
I  during  the  fourteen  years,  because  tiie 
I  Prime  Minister  s^dj  when,  in^>ducing 
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the  BUI.  that  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
ev6i7  prudent  biewezy  company  to  set 
np  an  insuiimce  fund,  so  as  to  provide 
against  the  termination  of  the  time-limit. 
But  in  very  many,  in  most,  cases  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  absolute  pecuniary 
impossibility  for  brewery  companies — 
I  am  not  talking  of  the  inflated 
brewery  company,  but  the  fair,  honest 
brewery  company,  founded  upon  fair 
and  honest  lines  —  in  addition  to 
exdse  duties,  rates,  tent  and  taxes, 
and  compensation  levies,  to  pro- 
vide these  new  insurance  funds. 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
many  skilled  auditors  whose  opinions 
have  been  quoted  on  that  subject,  and  if 
they  are  wrong  there  has  been  an  oppor- 
tunity of  having  their  findings  corrected. 
No  doubt  they  are  right,  and  the  House 
must  feel  with  me  that  they  are  right 
when  they  say  it  is  a  matter  of  im- 
possibility to  get  round  in  fourteen  years 
and  establish,  in  lieu  of  the  licences  that 
are  taken  away,  a  sinking  fund  that  will 
correspond  to  their  value.  But  the 
matter  does  not  end  there,  because  all 
shareholders  do  not  stand  in  the  same 
position.  There  are  difierent  kinds  of 
shareholders  in  the  same  company. 
What  is  going  to  happen  when  you 
try  to  set  up  an  insurance  fund  ? 
It  will  suit  one  class  of  shareholders 
and  not  another.  The  debenture-holder 
has  security.  He  has  the  bricks  and 
mortar  for  what  they  are  worth.  He 
would  have  had  the  Ucences  as  well,  but 
you  are  going  to  take  them  away.  He 
has  the  bricks  and  mortar,  but  that 
in  all  probability  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  cover  him,  and  therefore  he  will 
want  the  insurance  fund  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  But  the  other  share- 
holders will  say  to  the  debenture- 
holder  :  "  Not  quite  so  fast,  my  friend. 
Although  an  insurance  fund  may  suit 
yon,  it  may  not  suit  us.*'  The  preference 
shareholder  has  no  security,  he  only  has 
his  fixed  interest,  he  is  not  in  the  com- 
paratively happy  position  of  the  deben- 
ture-holder, and  if  the  insurance  fimd 
does  not  reach  him  he  will  lose  all  his 
capital.  He  will  want  his  interest  and 
his  capital,  but  he  will  probably  try  to 
balance  the  matter  and  say  :  "  Shall  I 
take  my  interest,  or  shall  I  forego  my 
interest  and  depend  on  this  fund  Tot  my 
capital !  "    The  ordinary  shareholder  is 


I  in  another  position  still.  So  long  as 
the  debenture- holder  gets  his  interest 
and  the  preference  shareholder  his 
interest,  tlwy  can  do  nothii^,  but  the- 
ordinary  shareholder  will  say :  "  This 
insurance  fund  will  not  suit  me,  because- 
it  will  never  reach  me.  What  I  shall 
do  is  to  get  all  the  interest  I  can- 
after  the  fixed  interest  ia  paid,  and 
a  fig  for  the  insurance  fund.  I  have^ 
to  save  my  skin."  That  condition  of 
things  is  certain  to  arise  the  moment  you 
pass  this  Bill.  All  these  questioos  must 
arise.  Who  is  going  to  settle  them  t 
Mark  me,  you  are  going  to  have  con- 
fusion worse  confounded.  And  all  thi» 
time  the  sword  of  Damocles  is  held 
over  the  head  of  the  trade.  Sir,  it  is 
bad  enough  for  us  to  sit  here,  hour  after 
hour,  never  knowing  when  we  shall 
be  fortunate,  or  in  my  own  case,, 
unfortunate  enough  to  catch  your  eye* 
That  takes  all  the  life  and  gumption  out 
of  an  ordinary  man,  but  how  about  the- 
life  and  gumption  of  the  trade  with  thia 
sword  of  execution  suspended  abov» 
its  head  all  these  fourteen  years?  The- 
licensed  houses  will  not  be  repaired.  It 
will  be  to  nobody's  interest  that  they 
should  be.  It  wUl  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  owners  that  they  should  be  allowed 
to  fall  into  disrepair,  because  they  have- 
to  squeeze  the  orange  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent.  The  good  men  will  be- 
driven  out  of  the  trade,  and  the  bad  men 
will  come  in,  and  the  last  state  willj,be- 
worse  than  the  first.  Even  brewers  are 
mortal,  and  they  have  got  to  get  out  so 
far  as  they  can.  The  character  of  the 
drink  is  going  to  sufEer  or  prices  are  gMU^ 
to  be  raised.  What  is  going  to  happen  on 
the  conclusion  of  the  fourteen  years- 
(and  here  I  hope  the  Government  will 
be  kind  enough  to  enlighten  me  at  some 
subsequent  period  of  the  debate,  be- 
cause I  thought  the  Solicitor-General 
showed  sjrmptoms  of  weakening  in  this- 
case)  ?  What  is  going  to  hap^  when 
the  60,000  licences  are  handed  in  at  the 
end  of  the  fourteen  years  and  the  new 
heaven  and  the  new  earth  are  to  begin  t 
Is  the  State  going  to  take  the  whole  of 
the  new  licences  and  turn  itself  into  & 
State  publican  ?  What  will  the  tem- 
perance reformers  say  to  that  ?  I 
gather  that  that  will  not  suit  them; 
therefore,  I  suppose  the  State  will  not 
become    a    pub^^g^  ^^o^l^®^ 
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lirerices,  then,  to  be  issued  to  the 
old  holders  as  under  the  scheme  put 
forward  by  Mr.  Bruce  in  1871  ?  Mr. 
Bruce's  scheme  was  a  time-limit  of  ten 
years,  during  which  period  the  trade 
could  look  round,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
time  there  was  to  be  a  series  of  fresh 
certificates  issued  to  the  old  licence- 
holders.  What  are  the  Government 
^oing  to  do  ?  Are  the  old  licences  going 
to  have  the  first  call,  and  if  they  are  not 
I  suppose  they  are  to  be  put  up  to 
suction,  issued  at  a  rack  rental.  Will  that 
conduce  to  temperance  ?  This  is  a  broad 
proposition  which  I  wish  to  examine 
"broadly.  It  is  not  a  majestic  spectacle, 
to  my  mind,  to  see  the  State  haling 
for  the  highest  sum  it  can  get,  seeking  to 
get  the  highest  pri;e  fro  n  the  highest 
bidder.  But  then  the  bidder  having  paid  a 
high  price  for  the  licence  has  to  get  all  he 
can  from  the  liquor  trade.  Naturally, 
he  will  try  to  get  it  out  of  somebody.  Is 
the  drink  traffic  going  to  be  put  on  a  more 
satisfactory  basis  by  an  operation 
of  that  kind  ?  Then  another  considera- 
tion^ arises.  The  State  is  counting  on 
getting  an  immense  sum  of  money 
annuaUy  out  of  the  Uoences.  bat  how  about 
Clause  2?  That  is  a  prohibition  clause. 
Suppose  a  licensing  district  says,  and 
the  power  is  given  to  it  by  Clause  2 : 
No,  we  will  not  have  the  drink  trade 
at  all."  The  Bill  gives  power  to  them 
to  prohibit  licences.  Where,  in  that  event, 
18  the  great  revenue  to  come  from  for 
the  State  1  There,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
State  is  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma. 
You  cannot  have  it  both  ways.  If  you 
have  sobriety  you  will  have  an  empty 
exchequer.  [Cries  of  "  No."]  That  ob- 
servation does  not  seem  to  commend 
Itself  to  the  intelligence  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  but  what  I  mean  to  convey 
Is  that  the  broader  the  principle  of  pro- 
hibition extends  so  much  the  hss  money  i 
will  the  State  get  out  of  the  rack  rent  of 
the  licences.  That  must  be  patent  to 
everybody.  I  do  not  believe  the  Govern- 
ment have  any  idea  where  they  are 
getting  to.  If  one  could  only  penetrate 
into  the  inner  rece;?3es  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  mind,  and  see  what  his  real 
feelings  are  about  this  BUI. Iwonder what 
we  should  find.  That  he  has  been 
pushed  into  it  I  feel  sure.  I  do  not  blame 
the  temperance  reformers,  but  the  right 
Uon.  Gentleman  has  been  pushed  into  this 

Mr.  Qtorge  Faber. 


mitter  by  them,  and  when  the  House  of 
Lords  rejects  this  measure,  as  it  will 
do,  then  I  wish  I  could  be  present  at  the 
meeting  between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  foremost  protagonists  of  the 
temperance  movement.  If  I  were,  I  ex- 
pect I  should  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  ;  "  What  did  I  tell  you  ?  You 
Have  only  yourselves  to  blame." 
The  Government  have  made  a  mistake, 
and  they  know  it.  They  have  not 
sufficiently  conradered  the  real  tiend 
of  public  opinion — not  pubUc-hoose 
opinion — but  real  public  opinion.  They 
have  not  been  able  to  see  the  wood  on 
account  of  the  trees.  Public  opinion  is 
not  with  them,  even  though  this  w?r3  a 
temperance  measure.  We  know  that  in 
the  temperance  councils  there  is  the 
spectre  of  the  clubi  with  which  they  do 
notd\Tetocope.  Even  if  it  is  a  temperance 
measure  the  ocuntry  want  justice  first,  and 
they  will  not  have  a  measure,  the  honour 
of  which,  if  any,  stands  rooted  in  dis- 
honour. You  are  confiscating  great 
interests,  and  legitimate  interests,  in  this 
country.  The  licensed  trade  has  been  sup- 
ported and  approved  for  generations  by 
the  State.  This  country  is  s  ill  anhocesfe 
and  adjust  country;  it  does  not  lilra  in- 
justice. Apart  altog3th'^r  from  party 
politics,  Enghshmen,  the  citizens  of  these 
Islands,  like  to  see  justice,  and  they  like 
to  see  it  in  high  places.  They  make 
and  unmake  the  n.  Th^y  expect  the 
Government  not  to  drag  the  honour  of 
the  State  through  the  mud,  and  you  are 
dragging  it  through  the  mud.  The 
Government  have  made  a  mistake,  and 
all  Governments  have  to  pay  the  penalty 
for  mistakes,  for  Governments  are 
only  like  individuals.  You  have  put 
your  money  on  the  wrong  horse.  You 
a~e  tampering  with  great  principles,  and 
whenever  the  coimtry  has  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  its  voice  known  in 
this  matter,  the  Government  and  the 
Party  behind  it  will  find  out  that  its 
fall  will  be  just  as  certain,  and  just  as 
dramatic  as  its  rise. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  Foa 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Lexis,  W.):  I  congratu- 
late my  hon.  friend  upon  the 
life  which  he  has  thrown  into  his 
speech,  despite  all  th'i  disadvantages 
i  from  which  he  said  he^-was  sufiering. 
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I  observe  the  teiroi  vhich  he 
seems  to  express  at  the  idea  of  a  sober 
nation.  If  that  terrible  condition  of 
things  comes  about,  he  gives  us  to  under- 
stand that  the  Government  of  the  country 
win  be  deprived  of  all  sources  of  revenue. 
I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  make 
an  exact  quotation,  but  I  will  say  this, 
that  if  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  faced  with  the  spectacle  of  an  alto- 
gether sober  nation,  he  would  not  be  so 
much  hampered  by  expenditure,  and  he 
would  not  be  at  any  disadvantage  in 
collecting  his  revenue.  One  of  the  remark- 
able feattires  of  this  debate  has  been  its 
freedom  from  heat  and  from  fiery  lan- 
guage. I  listened  to  my  hon  friend, 
who  entertains  strong  views  which  he 
put  in  a  most  good-tempered  fashion. 
Yet  this  question  in  tike  country  has 
^ven  rise  perhaps  to  fiercer  passions 
and  more  formidable  agitations  than 
almost  anv  other  question  of  social 
reform.  This  debate,  on  the  whole 
and  from  the  first,  has  been  quite 
dispassionate.  Perhaps  that  is  in  no 
small  measure  due,  if  I  may  say  so, 
to  the  admirable  lead  given  us  by 
the  hon.  fuid  learned  Member  for 
Kingston  in  his  most  lucid  speech,  in 
which  he  practically  stated  the  whole 
case  for  the  Opposition.  There  was  a 
brush  between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  the  Member  for  South  Dublin, 
and  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Appleby,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  rather  unnecessarily 
severe.  My  hon.  friend  belongs  to  a 
band  of  men  who  have  given  their 
lives  to  this  cause  of  temperance. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
Hear,  hear ! 

•Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  is  a  cause 
which  appeals  to  every  man  in  the 
country,  irrespective  of  party,  though  I 
agree  we  differ  as  to  the  methods  by 
which  we  seek  to  attain  our  object.  I 
myself  have  been  in  somewhat  violent 
collision  with  my  hon.  friend  behind  me 
on  some  of  these  questions  of  lic-er.sing 
reform.  But  apart  from  political  methods 
which  are  opposed  by  one  section  or 
another,  I  say  it  is  only  right  to  acknow- 
ledge the  splendid  social  work  of  temper- 
ance organisations,  which  have  done 
and  will  do  more  effective  work  for 
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tem^ance  than  even  the  best  Acts  o£ 
Parliament. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  was  understood 
to  say  that  both  parties  supported  the- 

cause  of  temperance. 

•Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  grant  that 
there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  on  that 
question ;  we  are  all  anxious  to  see 
the  country  as  prosperous  and  sober 
as  it  possibly  can  be  made.  What  has 
been  the  nature  of  this  attack  ?  The 
Prime  Minister  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  two  main  objects  to  achieve. 
For  the  purpose  of  my  argument  I  will 
expand  those  two  objects  into  three. 
Take,  first  of  all,  the  recovery  of 
the  monopoly  value  by  the  State; 
secondly,  the  reduction  of  Hcencea 
under  compensation,  to  a  '  fixed  pro- 
portion ;  and  thirdly,  other  regulations 
which  will  be  applied  for  the  diminution 
of  drunkenness  and  the  promotion  oi 
temperance.  Now  the  attack,  which 
was  in  the  main  on  the  first  two  pillars 
of  the  Bill,  was  based  principally  on 
financial  grounds.  With  the  exception 
perhaps  of  the  speech  of  my  hon.  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down,  there  has  been 
no  objection  in  principle  either  to  the 
recovery  of  the  monopoly  value  or  to 
the  reduction  under  a  time-limit.  I 
do  not  say  more  than  that  at  present, 
but  that  is  what  I  gather,  at  any  rate 
up  to  the  present  time,  from  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  in  this  debate. 
!  make  no  complaint  at  all  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  attack  on  the  Bill  for  the 
reason  that  it  has  been  largely  on  the 
financial  question.  I  agree  that  if  the 
Opposition  or  if  any  hon.  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  beUeve  that 
injustice  is  caused  either  to  persons- 
or  to  the  rights  of  property  by  anything 
we  propose,  it  is  uieir  right,  and  it  is- 
their  duty,  to  criticise  and,  if  necessary, 
to  oppose.  But  the  fact  remains  that 
the  attack  on  this  Bill  up  to  the  present 
is  an  attack  on  methods  but  not  on  the 
main  objects  which  we  have  at  heart. 
Now,  my  argument  is  that  the  criticisms', 
of  this  Bill  which  we  have  had  from- 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite- 
do  not  justify  the  Motion  for  the  reieo- 
tion,  either  taken  by  themselves  or  taken> 
in  conjunction  with  my  third  object 
— namely,  that  ot^tier  pfixt.  oi ^  3ill 
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which  is  calculated  to  alter  the  law  or 
add  to  tiie  law  in  the  furtherance  of 
the  promotion,  the  direct  promotion,  of 
temperance.  Now,  I  come  to  the 
monopoly  value,  and  I  think  it  best 
fast  of  all  to  repeat  the  Prime  Minister's 
definition  of  monopoly  value.    He  said — 

*'  The  monopoly  value,  measured  not  as  rent, 
hot  measuied  aa  a  lump  sum,  means  the  capital- 
ised value  of  the  difference  between  the  licensed 
4Uid  onlicensed  rental  of  the  premises." 

That  is  one  way  of  defining  it,  but  it  i» 
not  necessary  that  the  definition  should 
he  applied  to  a  large  lump  sum.  It  can 
be  defined  by  omitting  certain  words 
and  8a3Tng :  **  The  monopoly  value  is 
the  difference  between  the  licensed  and 
tmlicensed  premises."  We  had  two 
speeches  delivered  yesterday  by  hon. 
friends  of  mine  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
the  Member  for  Coventry  and  the  Mem- 
Iwr  for  Huntingdon,  and  both  of  my  hon. 
{riends  seemed  to  be  under  great  appre- 
hension, or  rather  shared  the  apprehen- 
sion expressed  by  (Gentlemen  opposite, 
as  to  the  condition  of  things  which  would 
be  brought  about  by  this  Bill.  I  think 
the  calculations  which  my  hon.  friend 
for  Coventry  gave  were  based  really  on 
a  misapprehension  of  the  Bill.  His  cal- 
<mlationB  were  made  on  the  assumption 
that  at  the  end  of  the  statutory  period 
the  State  is  to  absorb,  as  was  suggested 
by  ray  hon.  friend,  the  whole  of  the 
profits  of  the  trade,  whether  due  to  the 
protection  against  competition  given 
by  the  licence  oi  to  the  ordinary  trading, 
the  use  of  capital,  and  the  appUcation  of 
individual  labour  and  skul.  That  is 
not  the  fiase.  It  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government,  and  it  is  not  the  pur- 
pose or  effect  of  the  Bill.  I  for  my  part 
agree  with  the  suggestion  thrown  out 
by  the  Prime  Minister  that  the  insertion 
of  a  definition  in  the  Bill  will  make 
matters  clearer  than  perhaps  they  are  at 
present.  What  will  happen  at  the  end 
of  the  period  ?  I  suppose  at  the  end  of 
the  period  we  may  assume  that  human 
intelligence  will  be  much  as  it  is  now ; 
that  the  ordinary  methods  of  men  in 
their  private  and  public  capacity,  their 
:8en8e  of  justice,  of  equity  as  to  what  is 
■due  to  an  individual  or  a  company 
will  be  much  the  same  in  fourteen  years 
time  as  they  are  at  present.  What  will 
liappen  1  At  the  present  time,  by  the 
Act  of  1904,  the  justices  have  to  get  at 
.  Jfr.  Qladttone, 


Sm  1432 

the  monopoly  value,  under  Section  4, 
in  the  case  of  new  licences.  How  do 
they  proceed?  I  Trill  give  a  rough 
description ;  I  cannot  give  more, 
because  I  am  not  supplied  with  the 
actual  details  of  decisions  and  judg- 
ments, but  I  can  give  a  rough  description 
of  what  has  happened  in  getting  at  the 
monopoly  value.  Frequently,  no  doubt, 
the  monopoly  value  is  arrived  at  in  a 
more  or  less  rough  and  ready  manner. 
The  applicant  says  what  he  is  prepared 
to  take.  The  justices  try  to  screw  him 
up,  and  fijially  they  agree.  If  the  thing 
is  based  on  either  side  on  anj^hing 
like  precise  calculations  they  are  no 
doubt  on  the  following  lines.  The  house 
in  question  is  a  house  capable  of  entering 
on  or  being  adapted  to  either  the  purposes 
of  the  licensed  liquor  tradeor  some  other 
trade  that  does  not  require  a  licence. 
What  would  be  the  ordinary  profit  on  the 
unlicensed  trade  t  Say  6  per  cent. 
What  would  be  the  profit  on  the  licensed 
trade  ?  That  would  have  to  be  esti- 
mated in  the  first  year  and  ascertained 
from  the  books  in  succeediag  years. 
Say  it  was  15  or  20  per  cent.  Take  the 
difference  between  the  two,  allow  some- 
thing for  good  management  and  other 
considerations  as  provided  in  Section  4 
of  the  Act  of  1904,  and  the  result  is  the 
monopoly  value,  which  may  be  either 
capitalised  in  a  lump  sum  and  paid  as  in 
some  cases  already,  or  it  may  be  in  the 
form  of  an  annual  payment  as  provided 
in  Clause  24  of  the  Bill.  That  is,  roughly, 
the  procedure,  and  what  is  passing  under 
the  Act  of  1904  is  possible  under  the  Bill 
which  we  are  now  considering.  The 
statutory  period  will  enable,  at  any  rate, 
provision  to  be  made  for  that  loss,  and 
the  new  licensee  will  be  enabled  to  make 
a  fair  trading  profit.  There  is  no  terrible 
spoliation  in  that.  If  the  law  is  made  clear 
I  myself  have  sufficient  confidence  in 
pubUc  authorities  to  feel  satisfied  that 
they  will  administer  it  on  principles 
of  justice  and  common-sense.  Now  the 
State  wishes  to  recover  its  full  title, 
to  control  in  its  own  interest  the  licensed 
liquor  trade,  unfettered  by  any  claim 
founded  on  law  and  custom,  and  place 
itself  once  and  for  all  in  a  free  position 
to  take  such  action  as  it  pleases  in  the 
pubUe  interest,  subject  only  to  those 
equitable  considerations  which  are  es- 
sential in  administrariv0->actioQj  Such 
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considerations,  I  maintain,  will  weigh 
with  the  local  justices  and  urban  licensing 
authorities  at  the  end  of  the  period  as 
they  do  now  in  the  administration  of 
the  Act  of  1904,  and  with  an  adequate 
statutory  period  there  is  no  sufficient 
justificationfortheiEearsexpressed.  Ipass 
to  consider  for  a  moment  the  reference 
l>y  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Dublin  yesterday  to  the 
question  of  the  time-limit.  He  said  the 
time-limit  was  in  his  opinion  absolutely 
incompatible  with  the  concurrent  levy 
for  insurance,  and  that  was  a  considered 
statement  which  represented  the  view  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues.  He  said 
that  was  th^r  opinion  in  1904  and  waa 
their  opinion  now.  I  gladly  recognise  the 
qualification  in  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said.  I  do  not  ask  for  any 
further  explanation.  I  place  my  own 
inference  upon  it  and  do  not  ask  him 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong.  The  in- 
ference I  draw  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  colleagues  do  not 
object  in  principle  to  the  time-limit. 
That  being  so,  I  say  no  more  at  present 
on  this  very  important  point,  except 
that  the  issue  appears  to  me  to  be  nar- 
rowed down  to  a  question  of  terms,  and 
that  view  is  strengthened  by  a  passage 
which  I  will  quote  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment — 

*'  The  time<liiiiit  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Bill 
imposed  it  he  did  not  accept,  whatever  the 
period  might  be.  A  genuine  proposal  under 
which,  after  a  certain  time,  the  absolute  freedom 
of  the  justices  would  be  iwtor^,  he  would 
gladly  consider.'* 

For  my  part  I  am  not  dissatisfied  with 
those  considered  statements  which  have 
been  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  and  by  the  n^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite.  I  leave  that  point;  it 
will  be  dealt  with  frequently  by  subse- 
quent speakers,  and  at  subsequent  stages 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  pass  to  my  second  point, 
which  has  regard  to  the  reduction  pro- 
posed under  the  Bill.  I  do  not  enter 
into  the  question  now  as  to  the  precise 
degree  to  whioh  the  leduotion  of  publio- 
lurases  may  reduce  intemperance,  but  I 
note  that  it  has  been  generally  admitted 
that  in  fact  a  reduction  of  public-houses 
^oes  contribute  to  sobriety,  and  so  I 
argue  it  does  in  fact  tend  to  diminish 
•drunkenness.  But  I  pass  to  other  points. 
First  of  all  with  regard  to  the  basis  of 


compensation,  I  understand  that  the 
Opposition  a^pt  the  Kennedy  judg- 
ment and  defend  it — ^they  roost  in  this 
Kennedy  judgment.  The  interesting 
point  is  at  what  precise  moment  they 
made  up  their  minds  that  the  result 
achieved  by  the  Kennedy  judgment  was 
a  right  one  for  assessing  the  value.  When 
they  drafted  the  Bill  of  1904,  wag  it  their 
intention  to  base  their  compensation 
proposals  on  what  we  now  know  as  the 
Kennedy  judgment  ?  The  matter  was 
described  by  my  predecessor  in  intro- 
ducing  the  Licensing  Bill  in  1904.  He 
said — ■ 

"  The  next  point  we  have  to  consider  is  the 
amount  of  compenaation  to  be  awarded  to  the 
licensee,  and  we  have  decided  that  the  fair 
measure  of  compensation  which  ought  to  be 
afforded  is  the  difference  between  the  value  of 
the  liceoMd  premises  and  the  value  the 
premiBen  without  a  Hcencie.  Of  course,  that 
would  be  catcntated  as  if  the  Act  had  not  been 
passed.  This,  again,  is  one  of  the  recommenda- 
ticns  made  by  the  majorify  oS  tiw  Royal 
Commiwion." 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  Read  on,  because  it  nulras 
a  ^ood  deal  of  dil^erenoe. 

♦Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  read  on, 
but  it  is  unnecessary  to  my  argument. 
My  point  is  that  it  seems  to  me  th&t  even 
if  you  add  on  the  further  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  it  does  not  fore- 
shadow in  any  way  the  principles  and 
the  intended  efEect  which  are  embodied 
in  the  Kennedy  judgment.  Of  course^ 
the  question  of  barrelage  profits  and 
things  of  that  sort,  so  far  as  I  know,  never 
came  under  the  consideration  at  all  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Report  of  the  majority  of 
the  Royal  Commission  to  show  that  they 
took  a.uy  cognisance  of  the  principles 
which  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  laid  down  in 
his  famous  judgment. 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS :  I  asked  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  to  read  on,  simply 
for  this  reason,  that  if  he  had  done  so  he 
would  have  seen  I  said — 

Should  the  sum  awarded  by  quarter  sessions 
be  incapable  of  beinf  settled  on  that  basis,  the 
amount  will  be  fixed  hy  the  Inland  Revenue 
Commissioners  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  fix  the  value  for  estate  duty." 

•Mb.  GLADSTONE :  That  is  quite 
true,  but  the  substantive  basis  which  the 
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GoTernment  had  in  their  mind  was  that 
it  should  be  the  difierence  between  the 
value  of  the  licensed  premises  and  the 
value  of  the  premises  without  a  licence, 
and  then  they  left  it  to  the  Inland 
Revenue.  Yest^ay  in  an  interruption, 
the  right  hou.  and  learned  Gentlemm  the 
Hember  for  Dablin  iTniversity  explained 
the  position  further  by  saying  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  late  Government  to  make 
the  market  value  the  basis.  But  that  is 
not  the  Kennedy  judgment.  I  have  read 
the  Kennedy  judgment  as  carefully  as 
I  can,  and  I  have  consulted  all  the  in- 
formation at  my  dispoBal,  but  I  cannot 
make  out  t^t  the  market  value  is  in  fact 
the  basis  of  the  Kennedy  judgment. 
The  market  value  is  what  the  house 
would  fetch  in  the  open  market  when 
sold  to  a  man  who  expected  to  make  a 
living  out  of  it.  I  think  that  is  a  fair 
definition.  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  gave 
the  capitalised  value  of  all  t^e  profits. 
Perhaps  the  late  Chancellor  will  throw 
light  on  this  point,  because  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment,  as  I  understood  him,  de- 
nied that  the  judgment  did  include  these 
profits.  I  cannot  understand  how  il 
failed  to  include  them.  Why  is  the 
barrelege  profit  not  a  profit  ?  That  is 
the  thmg  that  puzzles  me  when  trying 
to  explain  the  Language  of  hon.  and 
light  hon.  Gentlen^en  opposite.  I  an- 
quite  aware  that  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy 
excluded  the  special  profit  accruing  frcm 
the  application  of  special  skill  and  know- 
ledge of  a  particular  brewer, but  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  say  that 
Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  in  his  judgment  ex- 
cluded the  ordinary  profits  of  the  biewer  ? 
I  maintain  that  he  included  them. 
Therefore  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Kingston  was 
wrong.  You  cannot  have  it  both  ways, 
and  perhaps  when  the  right  hon.Memle- 
for  Dublin  University  speaks  he  will 
throw  light  on  this  point.  So  far  as  our 
information  goes  at  present,  we  maintain 
that  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  included  all 
the  brewer's  ordinary  profits  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Member  for  South 
Hunts,  represmting  a  large  and  impor- 
tant brewery  oonoem,  in  his  speech 
yesterday  admitted  that  die  brewer*s 
profits  were  induded.  I  want  to  know, 
was  it  yom  intention  to  include  them ! 
Mr.  QiadgUm. 
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Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
am  quite  ready  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  cross-examine  me,  bnt  I  would 
remind  him  that  he  represents  the 
Government  who  are  legislating. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  qnite  agree, 
but  then  the  contention  of  the  I^rime 
Minister  is  challenged  as  regards  what 
he  said  about  the  basis  of  our  proposal 
as  to  assessment.  That  statement  is 
challenged  by  hon.  Members  op^site. 
I  want  to  show  that  their  basis  in  the 
Act  of  1904,  if  not  exactly  the  same,  is 
not  disrimUar  from  the  basis  proposed 
in  the  present  Bill.  The  Kennedy  judg- 
ment was  given  at  the  end  of  July,  and 
consequently  at  that  time  the  Act  of 
1904  had  been  in  operation  about  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  between  400  and  500 
cases  had  been  settled  upon  the  basis 
on  which  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
worlad.  Is  it  alleged  that  brewers  did  not 
know  what  market  values  were  %  In  the 
past  they  have  accepted  these  awards 
as  representing  the  market  value,  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  they  did  not  appeal. 
So  far  as  I  am  aware  these  awards  caused 
no  uneasiness  to  the  late  Government, 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  our  predecessors 
in  office  consulted  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  as  to  whether  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  were  right,  or  announced 
their  intention  of  bringing  in  an  amending 
Bill.  The  late  Government  remained 
silent,  and  these  awards  were  accepted 
by  the  brewers.  After  the  Kennedy 
judgment  .a  number  of  the  claims  pre- 
viously sent  in  were  withdrawn  because 
those  who  put  them  forward  saw  s 
chance  of  getting  more  money.  As  a. 
matter  of  fact,  taking  houses  of  exactly 
the  same  class,  a^r  the  Kennedy 
judgment  awards  were  given  which  in 
some  cases  were  no  less  than  three  times 
as  much  as  the  awards  given  before  that 
judgment.  I  want  to  know  from  hon. 
Gentiemen  opposite  exactly  what  was 
the  system  they  intended,  because 
there  is  a  very  great  difierence 
between  the  awards  made  before- 
and  after  the  Kennedy  judgment, 
and  they  cannot  both  be  right.  At  any 
rate  the  late  Government  appeared  to 
acquiesce  in  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  I  may 
safely  say  thaj;,  if  J^^(g^aj:^^^ad 
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Revenne  had  started  their  assessment 
upon  tlie  basis  of  the  Kennedy  judgment 
nobody  would  have  been  more  surprised 
than  the  late  Gk)vemment.    There  are 
«ne  or  two  other  points  upon  which  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words.  Hon. 
Uembers  opposite  say  that  this  reduction 
will  create  unemployment.   Not  a  single 
individual   who   represents   labour  in 
any  direct  sense  or  form  has  up  to  the 
present  made  this  point  against  the 
BilL   The  Labour  representatives  are 
not  backmrd  on  the  question  of  unem- 
plojnnentt  and  yet  not  one  of  them  has 
made  the  charge  as  to  onemployment 
put  forward  by  hon.  Members  opposite. 
It  has  been  said  that  2,000,000  people 
in  the    country  are  employed  in  the 
licensed  trade  or  in  the  trades  necessary 
to  the  carrying  on  of  the  licensed  trade. 
What  does    that    mean  ?    It  means 
According    to    that    statement  that 
j^ese    people ,    with    their    families , 
-would  amount   to    one-fifth    of  the 
«ntire  population.   So  throughout  the 
population  one  person  in  five  would  be 
engaged  in  supplying   liquor  to  the 
other    four.     T  do    not   say  that 
right  hon.    Gentlemen   opposite  are 
responsible  for  that  statement,  but  it 
fiaa  been  seriotialy  made  outside.  The 
xight  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin  says  that  this  Bill  will  create 
imemployment.   I  should  like  to  know 
what  provi»on  he  made  on  this  point 
in  his  own  Bill  of  1904  1   You  now  say 
that  this  Bill  will  lead  to  unemployment 
and  that  our  reduction  of  licences  scheme 
■will  throw  people  out  of  employment. 


in  a  single  yeir  of  as  many  as  2,000 
licences.  Let  me  assume  for  the  sake  of 
argument  their  figure  that  five  people  are 
employed  in  a  house.  This  means  that 
the  loss,  say,  of  1,500  licences  will  throw 
7,500  people  out  of  empbyment.  I  do 
not  blame  the  late  Government  for  not 
taking  any  precautions  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  but  I  cannot  allow  the  supporters 
of  the  Act  of  190i  to  bring  this  particular 
charge  against  us.  I  agree  that  when 
licences  are  suppressed,  necessarily  dis- 
tress may  be  caused  to  some  individuals, 
but  we  have  to  consider  the  broad  econo- 
mic effect  of  the  diminution  of  public- 
houses.  That  is  the  main  issue.  In 
the  first  place  you  get  rid  of  what  we 
maintain  are  redundant  houses.  If  re- 
dundant they  are  imeconomic,  a  waste 
causing  loss,  and  occupying  labour  which 
might  be  more  profitably  employed  in 
other  directions.  By  getting  rid  of  the 
worst  public-houses  you  give  fuller  op- 
portunities to  the  police  of  supervising 
those  that  remain,  and  according  to  the 
law  of  the  survivalof  the  fittest  the  stand- 
ard of  public-houses  which  remain  must  be 
improved.  The  suppression  of  public- 
houses  must  increase  the  rateable  value 
of  the  districts  where  they  are  suppresaed. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  existence  of 
inferior  public-houses  diminishes  the  value 
of  property  in  their  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood,  and,  therefore,  their  suppres- 
sion must  increase  the  rateable  value  of 
the  property  around.  Lastly,  I  contend 
that  the  suppression  of  licences  will 
diminish  crime.  In  the  case  of  the  worse 
crimes  of  violence  nothing  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  fact  that  not 
only  the  criminal  himself  but  a  la^e 
number  of  those  with  whom  he  associates 
go  from  one  k>w  public-home  to  another 
before  they  are  worked  up  to  acts  of 
violence.  Therefore,  for  all  these  reasons, 
a  reduction  of  these  houses  must 
be  beneficial,  and  the  argument  as 
regards  unemployment  is  met  by 
the  broad  general  improvement  which 
must  be  effected  by  the  diminu* 
tion  of  redundant  pubUc-houses.  I 
now  pass  to  the  clause  dealing  with 
schemes.  We  have  endeavoured  to  provide 
elasticity  in  the  first  schedule  of  the  BilL 
Let  it  be  remembered,  In  the  first  instance, 
that  we  restore  to  the  justices  the  dis- 
cretion which  was  removed  from  them 
under  the  Act  of  1904,  andthese  scjwmeg 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  admit  that 
the  statement  as  to  unemployment  has 
"been  exaf^erated,  but  there  is  also  to  be 
considered  the  general  injury  which  will 
be  done  to  those  who  derive  their  living 
from  trade  investments. 

*Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  do  not  agree 
that  this  Bill  will  bring  ruin  to  the  share- 
holders.   I  am  now  dealing  with  the 
Allegation  that  the  suppression  of  licences 
will  throw  out  of  employment  many 
thousands  of  people.   If  that  is  the 
'       danger,  what  precaution  did  the  late 
,    Government  take  against  such  a  danger 
^  '    In  connection  with  their  Bill  ?  Hon. 
rt>  ]    Gentlemen  opposite  glory  in  the  fact 
,  th»t  their  Bill  has  led  to  the  suppression 
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■will  give  them  large  scope  for  substantial 
and  active  work.  They  will  be  matters 
of  great  local  interest  to  them.  It  has 
been  alleged  that  -Uiese  Bchemes  will  be 
nude  to  undergo  drastic  revision  bj  three 
GomnisBioners  mtting  in  London.  That 
is  not  so  at  all.  I  must,  therefore,  pass 
on  to  explain  to  the  House  why  we 
thought  it  necessary  to  establish  under 
the  Bill  a  Commission  consisting  of 
three  gentlemen.  Of  course,  the  primary 
object  of  the  Commission  is  financial. 
The  compensation  fond,  having  been 
oentralised,  must  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  some  authority.  It  is  undesir- 
able to  saddle  the  Treasury  with  that 
work.  There  are  strong  objections  to 
making  some  Government  Department, 
MrtT  the  Home  Office,  responsible  for  it. 
We  thought  it  should  be  an  independent  or 
Bemi-independent  authority,  which  could 
be  trusted  by  the  people  of  the  country, 
and  we,  therefore,  propose  to  establuh 
this  Commission  in  order  to  administer 
the  fund,  and  to  see  that  a  proper  pro- 
portionate distribution  of  it  is  made  to 
the  various  licensing  authorities  under 
the  schemes.  That  will  be  the  central 
object  and  purpose  of  the  Commission, 
but  when  once  you  establish  a  Commission 
you  find  that  it  may  very  usefully  dis- 
charge other  duties,  and  so  it  is  in  this 
case.  It  is  desirable  to  establish  reason- 
able co-ordination  of  the  schemes.  Ques- 
tions might  arise  by  variations  in  the 
schemes  of  contiguous  licensing  authori- 
ties. Let  me  take  an  example — the 
hotels  and  inns  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames.  Between  Oxford  and  London 
there  are  no  less  than  twenty-nine 
different  authorities.  We  contemplate 
that  in  such  places  aa  these  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  familiar  to  many  of  us, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make  free  use  of 
the  exceptional  treatment  provided  for 
by  the  Bill.  They  are  places  of  pleasure 
resort,  and  the  inns  and  hotels  which  have 
practically  no  business  during  the  winter 
are  necessary  for  the  public  during  the 
Bommer  months,  and,  therefore,  spedal 
Imatment  is  necessary  for  them.  These 
different  authorities  sometimes  face  each 
other,  and  sometimes  are  contiguous  to 
each  other,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
tiiat  there  should  be  some  reasonable 
homogeneity  between  the  schemes  of  the 
authorities  who  are  zesponsible  for  the 
licensing  areas  bordering  on  the  River 
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Thames.  The  same  consideration  that 
applies  very  strongly  to  the  Thames 
applies  to  the  licensing  areas' all  over  the 
country.  It  is  obvious  that  proposals- 
with  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  a 
particular  area  ought  to  have  some 
regard  to  the  proposals  for  the  con- 
tiguous area.  It  will  not  be  possible  on 
all  occasions  for  two  areas  to  come  to  a 
definite  agreement,  but  I  maintain  that 
the  licensing  justices  will  welcome  the- 
establishment  of  this  Commission  which 
will  help  them  to  co-ordinate  their 
schemes.  I  hope  I  have  explained  why 
the  Comtdssion  is  necessary.  I  visit 
to  impress  upon  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  that  Commission  is  not  established 
for  the  purpose  of  drastically  reviewing 
all  the  schemes  made  by  the  local 
authorities.  It  is  really  with  a  view  of 
making  their  schemes  not  only  adequatCr 
but  in  harmony  with  Uie  schemes  made 
for  adjoining  areas,  and  certainly  it  ia 
our  object  and  intention  that  the  Com- 
mission should  not  be  set  up  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  the  local  justices,  but 
that  it  should  work  to  help  them  to  carry 
out  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
Bill.  I  have  fini^ed  what  I  have  to  say  in 
regard  to  these  two  nudn  points  in  the  BilL 
Having  regard  to  the  expressed  willing- 
ness of  the  Government  to  consider 
reasonable  Amendments,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  criticism  which  has  been  made 
on  these  main  pillars  of  the  Bill 
really  justify  the  unqualified  opposition 
pronounced  by  hon.  and  right  hon- 
Gentlemen  opposite.  I  now  pass  to- 
a  brief  review  of  the  third  and  fourth, 
parts  of  the  Bill,  which  deal  with  mis- 
cellaneous subjects  and  dubs.  It  has- 
been  frequently  said  that  this  Bill  will 
do  nothing  for  temperance.  It  has  been 
already  admitted  that  the  reduction  of 
licences  made  under  the  operation  of  the 
1904  Act  tends  to  diminish  drunken- 
ness. A  portion  of  this  Bill  will  be 
calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of 
temperance.  Viom  the  speeches  of  hem. 
Gentlemen  one  would  think  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Bill  at  all,  except  some 
provisions  with  regard  to  the  reduction 
of  licences  and  the  extinction  of  the 
monopoly  value,  but  the  more  sub- 
stantive and  direct  provisions  of  the  Bill 
are  hardly  ever  mentioned  in  the  speeches 
of  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite.  I  shall 
deal  with  one  q[^e^tip^^@ty5g{^hich 
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18  not  in  that  category,  because  it  lias 
been  mentioned.  It  is  the  question  of 
clubs.  I  agree  that  the  question  of  clubs 
is  a  very  serious  problem,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  dealt  with  in  the  humorous  but 
swashbuckling  and  ineffective  style  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  lor  the 
Walton  Division  of  Liverpool.  Clubs 
are  combined  into  a  very  powerful 
organisation  with  which  any  Gtovemment 
has  to  reckon.  The  Government  of 
1902  had  to  reckon  with  it,  and  perhaps 
they  reckoned  with  it  far  too  much, 
because,  although  the  provisions  in  the 
1902  Act  as  they  stand  are  excellent 
provisions  which  have  had  some  good 
effect^  they  have  not  had  sufficirait 
effect.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Coventry  seriously  criticised  the  proposals 
in  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  well  aware 
of  the  position  of  this  question.  In  my 
own  constituency  there  are  something 
like  100,000  people,  and  there  are  num- 
bers of  clubs  largely  composed  of  working 
men.  I  am  a  member  m^elf  of  many  of 
them.  I  have  been  in  them  times 
without  number  during  the  last  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  I  am  quite  familiar 
with  their  nature.  In  some  of  them 
there  are,  no  doubt,  Sunday  entertain- 
ments. In  considering  that  matter  let 
the  House  remember  what  is  the  life  of  a 
wwking  man  during  six  days  of  the  week. 
During  these  days  he  works,  perhaps, 
l<mg  monotonous  hours.  He  is  expected 
to  go  to  chutch  on  Sunday,  and  then 
to  go  home,  or  to  take  a  walk  in  the  park. 
That  is  a  good  ideal,  but  we  know 
perfectly  well  that  it  is  not  practicable 
in  this  world.  You  know  that  these 
working  men  will  take  advantage  of  any 
reasonable  recreations  on  Sunday  that  are 
open  to  them.  These  matters  suggest  more 
serious  social  problems — the  hours  and 
conditions  of  labour,  housing  problems, 
and  so  forth — and,  so  long  as  these 
questions  are  not  settled,  bow  can  you 
blame  the  men,  or  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, when  they  go  to  these  clubs  and 
enjoy  the  entertainments  which  have 
been  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  tor  the  WaHonr  Dhmaa  I  Bnt 
what  these  entertainments  have  to  do 
with  the  objecta  and  purposea  of  this 
Bill,  I  have  not  jet  distovert-ci,  ajiil  it 
seems  to  me  that  tiie  occnpatiouB 
zecreations  of  th0  auimben  <if 


which  have  been  alluded  to  on  Sunday 
motning  and  Sunday  afternoon  or  evening 
are  about  as  relevant  to  the  discussion  of 
this  Bill  as  might  be  the  Sabbatical 
habits  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  the  Walton  Division  himself.  I  do 
not  see  what  his  habits  have  to  do  with 
the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  see  what  the  habits 
on  Sunday  morning  or  evening  of  members 
of  these  clubs  have  to  dowithit.  We  can 
wish  that  the  recreations  should  be  of  a 
higher  order,  but  let  us  remember  the  enor- 
mous improvement  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  recreation  and  habits,  certainly  of  the 
working  classes,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  think  that  as  improvement 
continues  the  diaracter  of  these  reona- 
tions  will  not  be  improved.  There  is, 
I  am  well  aware,  undue  drinking  in 
some  of  these  clubs,  but  there  is  undue 
drinking  in  private  houses  and  in  rich 
men's  clubs,  though  I  personally  do  not 
believe  from  my  own  experience — I 
may  be  prejudiced  in  my  judgment 
of  the  character  of  the  clubs  with 
which  I  am  familiar— that  there 
is  undue  drinking  as  a  general 
rule.  In  regard  to  these  London  clubs 
to  which  attention  has  been  drawn, 
I  asked  for  special  police  reports  as  to 
whether  the  members  of  these  clubs 
have,  in  fact,  so  behaved  or  misbehaved 
as  to  cause  trouble  and  disturbance  in 
the  neighbourhood,  or  to  people  who  live 
in  adjoining  houses,  and  in  every  case 
in  which  the  police  reported  to  me 
they  said  that  they  had  had  no  trouble 
with  any  of  these  clubs,  and  that 
they  had  received  no  complaint 
with  regard  to  them.  These  are  the 
clubs  which  have  been  held  up  .'  to 
scorn  and  derision  in  the  humorous 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Membw 
for  the  Walton  Division.  I  pass  from 
that  to  the  question  of  clubs  in  relation 
to  the  proposals  made  in  this  Bill.  I 
can  assure  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  the  Qovemment  are  not  dependent 
upon  them  for  Amendments  to  put  this 
part  of  the  Bin  into  the  bestpoBsible  shape. 
We  shall  ourselves  be  quite  competent  to 
strengthen  our  proposals,  particularly 
nith  rf^pardtn  new  clubs.  Here,  again,  it 
does  Jii.'t  in  thfi  mouths  of  hon,  Mem- 
Wi^  oppo&it'i'  v.'}f}  a.T<-  rii>])onsible  for  the 
I;      for  not  making 


1443  Liceming  {COMMONS} 


Bill 


U44 


clubs.  You  say  that  this  ia  a  new 
trouble,  but  it  is  a  trouble  which  was 
apparent  under  your  own  Act.  The 
number  of  clubs  has  considerably  increased 
of  late  years.  We  are  told  tiiat  it  has 
increased  pari  -pcum  with  the  extinction 
of  licences  under  the  Act  of  1904,  yet 
you  made  no  provision  for  that. 

Mb.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) :  Since 
the  Act  of  1904  ! 

*Mr. GLADSTONE:  Certainly.  There 
were  thousands  of  clubs  in  existence — 
4,000  or  5,000— in  1904 ;  and  if  there  is 
any  difficulty  at  all  it  was  known  in  1904. 
It,  therefore,  does  not  lie  in  the  months 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  make  any 
serious  charge  against  us  in  this  matter, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  did 
not  make  any  provision  for  the  further 
restriction  of  clubs  nor  provide  that 
extinguished  public*hou8es  should  not 
blossom  out  subsequently  as  drinking 
clubs.  We  are  going  to  make  some  pro- 
vision to  deal  with  clubs,  and  we  in- 
tend to  make  it  effective.  I  desire  now  to 
call  attention  to  various  excellent  cliuses 
in  the  Bill  which  seem  to  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
Clause  18  restricts  the  hours  of  opening 
on  Sundays  and  extends  the  Sunday 
closing  to  Monmouth,  and  alters  the 
status  of  our  old  friend  the  bom  fide 
traveller.  If  hon.  Members  refer  to 
the  Majority  Report  of  the  Peel 
Commission  they  will  find  that  this 
provision  is  there  recommended.  Clause 
19  deals  with  the  exclusion  of  children 
from  the  bars  of  licensed  premises,  and 
that  clause  got  the  most  emphatic  praise 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  who 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  Then 
Clauses  28  and  29  increase  the  powers 
of  the  licensing  justices  for  taking  lepal 
action  and  defending  their  decisions. 
Clause  32  proposes  to  suppress  the  growing 
practice  due  to  a  recent  judicial  decision 
of  frequenting  public-houses  for  the 
purposes  of  betting.  In  Schedule  6  we 
deal  with  the  question  of  consolidation. 
One  result  of  the  passing  of  the  measure 
will  be  to  amend  the  whole  of  this  com- 
plicated Licensing  Law  and  to  embody 
in'one  Statute  the  provisions  of  something 
like  128  Acts.  Then  there  is  the  question 
of  "  oft  "-licences.  We  propose  by  Cl  luse 
21  that  all  retailers  of  liquor  should 
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require  a  justices*  licence.  At  the  present 
time  ofi-licences  are  often  established 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  justices. 
Clause  2  applies  local  option  to  the  grant 
of  new  ofi-Ucences,  and  Clause  5  extends 
the  provision  in  the  Act  of  1904,  in  regard 
to  new  on-licences  to  new  ofE-licenoes. 
Then  the  subjectof  passenger  boats  dealt 
with  in  Clause  S4  and  Schedule  V. 
is  a  most  important  matter.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  I  have 
the  sympathy  of  my  hon.  friends  opposite 
in  regard  to  it,  because  the  licensing 
trade  itself  has  made  a  protest 
in  regard  to  it.  Dniing  the  summer 
mont^  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
get  aboard  river  or  coasting  steamers 
which  become  literally  floating  public- 
houses  under  no  restriction  whatever. 
They  merely  have  to  get  an  excise 
licence  to  enable  them  to  supply  liquor 
to  anybody  they  like  during  any  hours, 
irrespective  of  whether  the  passengers 
have  already  had  too  much  to  dmk. 
The  condition  of  those  steamers  on 
the  Thames,  the  Severn,  the  Mersey, 
the  Tyne,  and  of  many  coastal  steamers, 
is  a  public  scandal  and  causes  an  xintold 
nuisance  to  quiet  people  who  are  inter- 
fered with  or  annoyed  by  drimken 
people  who  land  in  quiet  neighbourhoods. 
This  is  a  difficult  matter  to  deal 
with,  but  we  attempt  to  deal  witJi  it 
practically  in  this  Bill  as  a  real  social 
evil  Clause  20  which  gives  powers 
to  the  justices  to  attach  conditions  to 
the  renewal  of  licences  we  believe  to  be 
one  of  the  most  valuable  clauses  in  tlie 
Bill,  and  that  it  will  make  largely  for 
temperance.  Now  I  thank  the  house 
for  the  patience  with  which  they  havv 
listened  to  me.  I  am  no  good  at  perora- 
tions and  I  will  only  say  that  I  believB 
honestly  and  whole-heartedly  that  if 
the  financial  clauses  are  imfair  and 
unsatisfactory  they  can  be  adjusted 
to  meet  legitimate  claims  and  rights, 
and  that  on  the  temperance  side  the  Bill 
will  remove  many  great  evils  and 
greatly  strengthen,  directly  and  in- 
directly, the  forces  which  exist  for  the 
removal  of  a  great  stumbling  block 
in  the  way  of  national  prosperity. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
liesterahire,  E.) :  I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  into  the 
discussion  of  the  details^^^^^^ure 
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with  which  his  speech  concluded.  Indeed 
I  rather  regret  that  he  himself  should 
have  devoted  so  much  of  his  time  to 
matters  which  I  think  are  essentially 
matters  for  Committee,  rather  than  to 
answering  the  great  questions  of  principle 
— those  large  features  of  the  BUI  which 
have  formed  the  subject  of  criticism 
from   this   side   of   the   House.  The 
Prime  Minister  opened  this  debate  by 
saying  that  he  was  still  waiting  for 
some  reasoned   answer  to   the  main 
propositions  he  had  advanced.  Well, 
we  are  now  on  the  third  day  of  the  debate 
and  the  position  is  reversed.    It  is  we 
who  are  now  waiting,  and  so  far  waiting 
in  Tain,  for  any  attempt  to  meet  the 
position  which  my  hon.  friends  on  these 
benches  have  assumed.    They  have  not 
dealt  in  loose  assertions,  and,  following 
the   admirable   example   set   by  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  who  Inoved 
ihe  Amendment,  the  speeches  which 
have  come  from  these  trenches,  as  was 
recognised  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
in  the  tribute  which  he  paid  to  the  spirit 
of  the  debate  throughout  the  House, 
have  been  reasoned  and  argumentative. 
They  hive  been  illustrated  by  facts 
not  one  of  which  has  been  challenged 
although  there  have  been  two  days 
for  their  examination,  and  although 
the  Government  have  all  the  resources  of 
the  public  offices  at  theic  command. 
The  arguments  based  upon  them  have 
been  no%3nly  not  upaet,  but  not  even  met. 
Three    Members    of    the  Government 
have    spoken    since    my    bon.  and 
learned  friend  moved  his  Amendment, 
yet  the  case  he  made  is  absolutely 
tm shaken  by  anything  said  by  any 
Member  of  the  Gk>Teinment.   We  iJl 
loolred  forward  with  special  interest  to 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
because  of  the  office  he  holds,  but  he 
has  done  nothing  to  sustain  the  case 
of  the  Government  against  the  attack 
on  the  Bill.    The  time  we  have  spent 
in  debate  has,  however,  not  been  alto- 
gether wasted,  for  it  has  defined  and 
difierentiated  out  respective  positions. 
The  difference  between  us  is  not  in  our 
desire  to  put  down  drunkenness  or  to 
promote  temperance.    There  is,  never- 
theless, a  difference  between  many  Mem- 
bers opposite  and  my  friends  on  this 
nde  and  myself.   The  enemy  of  these 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  is  not  drunken- 
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ness,  but  any  form  of  the  traffic  in 
alcoholic  drink.  These  hon.  Members 
are  not  only  anxious  to  suppress  excess 
but  to  stop  any  drinking  at  all.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "No."]  What  is  the 
good  of  hon.  Members  contradictii^  me 
when  I  see  sitting  beside  them  other 
hon.  Members  whose  object  is  not  merely 
to  put  down  drunkenness,  but  to  put 
down  all  indulgence  in  drinking,  and 
who  are  proud  to  boast  that  these  are 
their  principles  1  But  that  is  not  the 
line  taken  by  iAie  Government.  With 
the  object  expressed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, which  is  to  prevent  immoderate 
drinldng,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
recognises,  we  are  heartily  in  sympathy. 
In  all  quarters  of  the  House  can  there 
be  anything  but  disgust  and  loathing 
at  the  evil  of  excessive  drinking  and 
the  excesses  and  bad  effects  to  which 
it  leads  H  But  as  regards  the  spread 
of  temperance  the  difference  between 
us  is  as  to  the  methods  employed  and 
their  justice.  As  to  tiieir  efficiency 
I  propose  to  say  something  later, 
but  for  the  moment  I  am  ready  to 
assume  for  the  purposes  of  my  argu- 
ment that  the  Bill  would  have  all  the 
results  in  promoting  temperance  which 
its  most  sanguine  advocates  expect, 
and  I  still  assert  that  even  if  that 
were  so,  I  should  oppose  this  Bill 
because  it  is  rooted  in  injustice  and 
because  you  have  not  a  right  to  purchase 
a  great  public  benefit  at  the  expense 
of  a  particular  private  individual. 
You  call  this  a  great  moral  reform,  but 
let  us  be  moral  at  our  own  expense.  If 
you  believe  the  thing  is  worth  doing,  if 
you  believe  that  a  great  and  sudden 
reduction  of  licenses  will  produce  a  great 
temperance  effect,  have  the  oourageof  your 
convictions  and  ask  the  country  to  vote 
the  sum  necessary  to  make  that  great  and 
sudden  reduction,  but  do  not  come  here, 
and  attend  public  meetings  in  the  country, 
and  arrogate  to  yourselves  the  exclusive 
possession  of  virtues  when  you  are  only 
prepared  to  practise  them  at  other 
people's  expense.  I  think  I  come  to  the 
root  of  the  question  which  is  at  issue 
between  ourseVw  and  those  who  support 
the  Grovemment  Bill,  when  I  proceed  to 
state  the  compensation  which  you  are 
proposing  to  pay,  and  ask  you  what  it  is 
that  you  are  taking  away  from  the 
individual,  and  for  which  (^\K9V8}tt>to 
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compensate  him  ¥  I  tlunk  th&x  is  a 
good  deal  of  coafusion  in  the  min^  of 
the  Members  of  the  Government  as  to 
what  they  are  doing  in  this  matter.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
spent  some  Uttle  part  of  the  earUer  por- 
tion of  his  speech  in  defining  the  mono- 
poly value  of  which  possession  was 
to  be  resumed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  at  the  end  of  the  fourteen  years 
period,  or  which  can  be  taken  under  cup 
Act  from  any  recipient  of  a  new  licence. 
Does  not  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  see 
and  cannot  the  House  see  that  what  you 
have  to  give  in  the  name  of  monopoly 
Talue  when  you  grant  a  new  licence  is 
something  quite  difEerent  and  very  much 
^B8  than  you  would  take  away  from  a 
man  when  you  deprive  him  of  an  existing 
licence  1  I  agree  with  the  definition  of 
monopoly  value  as  given  by  Uie  Home 
Secretary  when  you  apply  it  to  a  new 
licence,  but  I  say  that  what  you  take 
away  from  the  holder  of  an  existing 
licence  when  you  turn  him  out  is  some- 
thing very  much  in  excess  of  that.  You 
take  away  from  him  the  whole  of  his 
goodwill,  but  if  you  give  a  man  a  new 
ficence  there  is  no  goodwill ;  you  rightly 
charge  him  with  the  monopoly  value.  But 
when  you  stop  his  trade,  when  you  put  an 
end  to  his  business,  you  have  not  merely 
to  compensate  him  for  the  monopoly 
value,  you  have  to  compensate  him  for 
what  he  loses,  you  have  to  make  good 
to  him  the  loss  which  in  the  interests  of 
the  public  you  inflict  upon  him.  It  is  on 
that  point  that  I  come  into  sharp  conflict 
with  the  Prime  Minister.  The  Prime 
Minister  asserted  the  other  day  that 
whatever  the  expectations  involved  in 
the  possession  of  a  licence  might  be  they 
were  not  a  form  of  property,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  with  equal  emphasis,  he 


{COMMONS}  Sm.  1U8 

statement  that  before  our  Bill  the  discre- 
lion  of  the  magistoates  was  absolute.  I 
do  not  know  whether  there  is  a  parfcionlaT 
legal  meaning  attached  to  "  absolote 
discretion,"  but  I  say  that  in  any  sense 
in  which  we  ought  to  use  the  word  the 
magistrate's  discretion  was  not  absolute. 
If  I  have  an  absolute  discretion  to  do 
something  it  means  I  may  do  it  or  not 
when  I  like,  how  I  like,  for  any  reasons  I 
like,  or  without  reason  at  all.  That  ia  not 
the  pontion  of  the  nu^strates.  The 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  that  Stmous  case  of 
Sharpe  v.  Wakefield,  in  laying  down  what 
the  discretion  of  the  magutrates  was, 
said  that  discretion  meano — 


"  That  Bomething  is  to  be  done  according  to 
the  rules  of  reaeoD  and  juatioe,  not  acoocding  to 
priTSte  opinioii ;  aocozding  to  law,  not  homour." 

Again  he  went  on  to  say — 

"  The  Legislature  has  given  credit  to  the 
magistrate  {or  ezeroiaing  a  jadiclal  diaoretioiL*' 

— ^not  an  absolute  discretion — 

"  That  they  will  fairly  decide  the  questions 
submitted  to  them  and  not  by  evasion  attempt 
to  repeal  the  law  which  permits  public-honsea 

to  exist. " 

Lord  Bramwell,  in  his  judgment,  said — 

"  The  Legislature  hod  most  clearly  shown 
that  it  suppofied,  contemplated,  that  licences 
would  usually  be  renewed  :  that  the  taking  away 
a  man's  livelihood,  would  not  be  practised 
cruelly  or  wantonly." 

I  say,  Sir,  then  there  was  no  absolute 
discretion,  the  discretion  is  carefully 
guarded  and  limited  as  declared  in  thd 
judgment  of  these  Judges.  Therefore 
the  judgments  upon  which  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  rely 
would  absolutely  refute  any  such  general 
principle  as  is  contemplated  by  tlus  BilL 
Then  I  come  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's other  contention.  He  says  that 
there  is  no  property  in  a  licence.   I  ^say 


asserted  that  the  licensing  authority  had  tiiat  there  ia  ]^rop6rty ;  I  say  tiiat  thenis 


an  absolute  discretion  as  to  iraiewal.  I 
dispute  both  those  propositions  ;  I 
join  issue  directly  with  the  Prime  Minister 
about  them,  and  although  it  may  be  bold 
or  more  than  bold,  rash,  for  a  layman  to 
dispute  with  a  gentleman  so  learned  in 
the  law  as  the  Prime  Minister  is,  I  do  not 
undertake  to  interpret  the  law,  but  I 
read  the  judgments  given  in  Court,  and  I 
say  that  they  are  such  that  any  layman 
with  common  sense  can  try  for  him- 
self to  test  these  two  statements 
of  the  Prime  Minuter.   Let  me  tain  the 

Mr.  Awtm  ChaimberUlin, 


property  which  has  been  guarded  and 
protected  by  the  decisions  of  the  Courts 
again  and  again — property  which  finds 
not  the  faintest  recognition  in  the  Bill 
which  we  are  now  discussing.  The 
contention  of  the  Prime  Minister  was 
that  no  legal  wrong  would  be  done  if  you 
took  away  (dl  thrae  licences  at  the  end 
of  a  single  year  or  at  the  end  of  any  yvar. 
How  can  he  contend  that  putting  aside 
equity,  putting  aside  common  justice 
and  fair  play — how  can  he  contend  that 
in  the  face  of  ^the  reneated  deeisionB 
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of  the  Court  as  between  public 
Mthorities  and  the  holders  of  licensed 
premiMS  and  those  interested  in  them, 
OP  as  between  citizen  and  citizen,  where 
no  public  authority  was  concerned  at 
•all  ?  I  have  half  a  dozen  cases,  but  I 
will  not  weary  the  House  by  citing 
them  all,  as  to  many,  especially  to  legal 
Members  of  the  House,  they  will  be 
familiar.  But  I  will  cite  two.  I  take 
first  the  case  of  Belton  v.  tJie  London 
County  Council,  and  both  of  these  cases 
faarej^been  decided  since  the  case  of 
aharpe  v.  Wakefield.  Li  Belton  v. 
the  London  County  Council  the  owner 
of  a  public-house  let  for  an  unexpired 
period  of  twenty-six  years,  claimed  and 
ceceived  compensation  from  the  County 
Ooundl  who  desired  to  take  possesnon 
of^bis  premises  for  some  publio^m^ore- 
m^t.  The  County  Council  ^'contended 
that  there  was  no  reversionary  interest 
in  the  licence  belonging  to  the  owner 
who  could  only  come  into  possession 
twenty-six  years  later.  The  Divisional 
Court  dedared  that  the  owner  of  that 
rerersbnuy  interest  was  entitled  to 
oompensation  and  the  Judge  observed 
that — 

"  The  Cooocira  proposition  seems  to  me  to 
involvfl  a  grievous  injustice;" 

That  injustice  of  the  Council's  propo- 
sition is  the  proposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  w&t  which  the  Judge  con- 
demned as  grievous  injustice  is  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  Bill. 
Another  case  I  would  cite  was  mentioned 
yesterday  afternoon  by  tiie  hon.  Member 
for  South  Hants.  It  is  the  case  of  Lord 
Somer*s  trustees :  "  In  re  Karl  Somers 
deceased— -Cocks  v.  Lady  Henry  Somer- 
set." In  that  case  the  defendant,  a 
tenant  for  life  of  a  certain  property, 
nought  to  lease  the  White  Hart,  Reigate, 
a  covoiant  that  the  lessee  slwuld 
not  sell  intoxicating  Iic[uor3.  The 
trustees  sought  a  declaration  that  she 
was  not  entitled  to  make  any  such 
stipulation  and  was  bound  to  insert  in 
all  such  leases  provisions  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  renewal  of  the  licence. 
Mr.  Justice  Clutty  made  this  declaration — 

*'  la  not  that  recogBitijni  of  property  in  a 
licence  exiating  not  merely  for  a  moment,  but 
in  expectation  of  those  who  come  after  the 
tenant  for  life  and  whicli  the  tenant  fur  life  is 
bonnd  to  protect  to  the  best  of  his  or  her 
Ability  for  the  benefit  of  aneeeaiorB." 


I  say  in  the  face  of  these  decisions  it  is 
idle  to  contend  that  there  was  not  some- 
thing more  than  an  expectation  and  that 

there  was  not  actual  property  which  has 
been  recc^nised  again  and  again  in  the 
Courts  and  for  which  the  Courts  have 
ordered  public  authorities  to  pay 
whenever  they  have  acquired  it  cwa- 
pulsorily  and  prevented  private  people 
from  doling  witii  it  to  the  detriment  of 
their  successors  and  those  who  have  to 
come  after  them.  I  say  that  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  justices  was  not  absolute 
and  that  there  is  in  a  licence  a  property 
for  which  you  must  compensate  ^ 
owners. 

The  U,NDBR-SECRBTART  of 
STATE  FOR  ^PHE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT j[(Mr.  Herbert  Sauuel,  Tork- 
shire,  Cleveland) :  Wl^  did  you  not  do 
that  under  tiie  Act  of  1904 1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Why 
did  not  we  do  that  under  the  Act  of  1904 ! 
I  must  say  that  I  have  never  heard  any- 
thing^ore  disingenuous  in  the  coarse  of 
this  debate  than  the  attempt^of  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposita  to  found 
their  present  measure  upon  the  preoedoit 
of  our  Act  of  1904.  I  do  not  think  that 
those  hon.  Members  who  sat  in  the  House 
in  1904  will  think  that  that  is  fair.  ^  g  J 

*  .  Jul  i  -ivl 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE :'  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  right^hon.  Gentleman  refers 
to  me.  I  have  not  done  so,  I  said  the 
compensation  proposed  by  the  Act  of 
1904  was  not  dissimilar. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Under-Secre- 
tary undoubtedly  did. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SiMUEL:  If  tbo 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  l^re  is 
an  absolute  right  of  property  in  the 
licence  why  did  his  Act  make  the  owners 
of  that  property  compensate  themselves 
instead  of  taking  the  compensation  out 
of  public  funds  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAEN :  That 

is  not  the  argument  which  the  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  were  using  in  their 
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9  Ub.  HEXffiKBT  SAHtJEL:  I  pat 
tKat  Question  and  it  has  never  been 
answered. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
will  answer  it  in  a  moment.  Wliat  they 
have  both  sought-  to  show  is  that  the 
measure  o£  compensation  which  thej 
propose  is  the  measure  of  oompensation 
which  we  intended  to  give. 

The  solicitor-general  (Sir 
Samubl  Evaks,  GlamorganBhire,  Mid.) : 
Nobody  ever  said  compensation  was 
the  same. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
Home  Secretary  has  just  said  that  It 
was  not  dissimilar.  To  .please  the 
Solicitor-General  I  will  not  say  they  are 
the  same,  but  that  they  are  not  dissimilar 
as  the  Home  Secretary  said.  The  Home 
Secretary  wished  to  cross-examine  me 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment when  they  passed  the  Licensing 
Act  of  1 904.  I  should  have  thought  those 
intentions  were  perfectly  clear,  but  I 
will  tell  him  that  we  intended  to  give 
to  the  man  from  whom  you  took  the 
property  the  value  of  the  property 
which  we  took  from  him,  that  is  to  say 
the  market  value  of  the  property  which 
we  took  from  him.  In  order  to  do 
that  we  provided  by  Section  1  of  the  Act 
that  the  value  of  the  licensed  premises 
should  be  taken — that  the  sum  to  be 
paid  should  be  a  sum  equal  to  the  differ- 
ence between  the  value  of  the  licensed 
premises  calculated  as  if  the  licence 
were  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of 
renewal  as  prevailed  immediately  before 
the  passing  of  that  Act,  and  the  value 
which  tkpse  premises  would  bear  if  they 
were  not  licensed  premises.  Then  we 
went  on  to  say  in  the  next  clause  how 
that  calculation  was  to  be  made,  and  it 
was  provided  that  in  case  of  any  dispute 
between  the  parties  and  the  licensing 
authority  the  amoimt  to  be  paid  should 
be  determined  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue  in  like  manner  as  the 
valuation  of  an  estate  for  the  purpose  of 
estate  duty. 

*Ms.  GLADSTONE  :  The  alternative 
has  never  been  operative. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
do  not  understand  
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*Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  apologise  for 
interrupting,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
alternative  of  the  appeal  was  not  taken 
before  the  Kennedy  judgment. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
I  do  not  understand  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  means,  but 
I  think  he  will  see  that  his  inter* 
ruption  is  immaterial  to  my  point. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  asked  what  our 
intentions  were.  I  say  that  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  then  were  that 
the  property  should  be  valued  in  the 
same  way  as  it  would  be  valued  for 
estate  duty — that  is,  on  its  market 
value.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asks:  Do  we  approve  or  reject  tiie  Kennedy 
judgment  ?  Of  course  we  accept  the 
Kennedy  judgment.  The  real  effect  of 
the  Kennedy  judgment  is  that  you  are 
to  claim  the  market  value  of  the  house, 
and  in  ascertaining  the  market  value 
you  must  take  into  account  that  among 
the  possible  purchasers  are  the  brewers. 
You  do  not  get  the  market  value  of  a 
property  if  you  exclude  from  the  market 
all  those  most  likely  to  pay  the  highest 
price.  If  you  are  selling  a  "  Sir  Joshua  " 
at  Christie's,  and  if  you  say  men  with  an 
income  of  more  than  £5,000  a  year  must 
be  excluded  from  the  room,  will  you  get 
the  value  of  the  "  Sir  Joshua  "  ?  If  the 
brewers  are  willing  to  pay  a  higher  price 
than  the  house  is  worth,  then  the  price 
which  they  are  willing  to  pay  becomes 
the  market  value.  Then  the  Under- 
Secretary  asks  me  :  Why,  knowing  this, 
did  we  levy  compensation  from  the 
trade  ?  My  answer  to  that  is  twofold. 
In  the  first  place  we  conferred  a  certain 
additional  security  on  the  holders  of 
licences,  and  in  respect  of  that  additional 
security  we  might  be  entitled  to  levy 
some  charge.  My  second  reason  ia 
that  we  were  proceeding  by  a  gradual 
and  moderate  reduction  of  licences, 
especially  directed  to  those  places  which 
were  overcrowded.  It  is  true  to  say 
in  such  cases  that  the  licensed  trade 
must  recoup  any  other  house,  because 
all  that  was  legitimate  in  the  trade  that 
was  done  in  those  taken  away  comes 
to  those  that  remain ;  and  under  those 
circumstances  it  is  a  fair  thing  to  impose 
on  the  trade  this  burden.  In  each  case 
the  fund  is  a  local  fund,  and  the  charge 
is,  therefore,  placed  dir^cU^^^i^^hoM 
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who  are  interested  in  the  neighbouring 
houses,  and  in  the  profit,  if  any,  that 
28  drawn  from  the  house  suppressed. 
Now  I  saj  that  our  object  was  to  give  the 
market  value,  and  that  has  been  the 
result  of  the  Kennedy  judgment.  What 
is  going  to  be  the  result  of  this  Bill  ? 
I  have  two  or  three  cases  here — my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  who  moved  the 
Amendment  quoted  some,  let  me  give 
one  or  two  more.  They  are  cases  decided 
under  our  Act,  with  the  estimated  figure 
of  the  compensation  they  would  receive 
on  the  basis  adopted  by  this  Bill.  In 
the  first  case  the  compensation  given 
was  £2,020.  If  you  take  the  scale  adopted 
by  the  present  Government,  there  would 
be  no  compensation  at  all. 

Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Spen  Valley) :  Why  ? 

rMB.  AUSTEN  CHAMBBTRLAIN: 
Because  in  this  case  the  assessment 
of  th&  house  would  be  as  great  without 
the  licence  as  with  it.  [Ministerial 
laughter.]  Yes ;  but  what  do  yon  com- 
pensate lor  ?  Supposing  a  lin«n  draper 
IS  Cflxrying  on  a  business  in  a  hoxise,  and 
you  want  to  take  &e  house  for  the  pur* 
poses  of  a  public  impzovemakt,  the  house 
IS  worth  just  as  mack  without  the  linen 
diaper  as  with  him.  He  is  compensated 
for  loss  of  profits  and  for  the  goodwill 
When  I  see  how  little  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  interrupted  me  has  con- 
sidered the  problem  with  which  he  is 
dealing,  I  do  not  wonder  at  all  that  he 
BiQi^wrta  the  (3ovenunent;  but  I  hope,  as 
he  is  a  constant  attendant  here,  although 
he  might  not  come  and  stand  with  me 
in  this,  he  will  at  least  say  that  the 
claim  which  we  are  urging  is  a  claim  for 
holiest  compensation  and  fair  treatment. 
Now  I  take  the  case  of  the  "  Burton 
Arms,"  Holbom,  W.C.  The  compensation 
awarded  to  the  owners  in  that  case  was 
£4,652 ;  under  this  Bill  in  the  first  year 
they  would  have  got  £577  IDs.  Those 
are  only  two  cases.  That  is  the  pro- 
perty of  which  you  are  depriving  men 
without  compensation — £2,000  in  the 
first  case  and  £4,000  in  the  second — and 
that  you  take  away  in  the  name  of 
morality  from  particular  individuals  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  loss  and  suffering 
that  you  are  going  to  create  by  so  doing. 
The  right  hon.  Goitleman  deprecated 
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hard  words,  bat  it  is  difficult  to  describe 
a  transaction  of  that  kind  by  a  name 
which  is  not  a  little  hard— this  convey- 
ance of  property  from  its  owner  to  some- 
body else,  this  "  resuming,"  to  use  the 
Prime  Minister's  own  word,  by  the  State 
of  a  property  which  it  never  possessed. 
["  Oh! "  ]  Did  the  State  ever  possess  the- 
goodwill  of  a  man's  business  ?  It  is  no- 
answer  to  say  that  the  licence  is  a  privi- 
lege. It  was  a  restriction,  and  it  onl^ 
b^me  a  privilege  because  of  the  com- 
parative meagreness  witii  which  the  State 
has  allowed  the  licences  to  be  given. 
That  is  the  way  the  Government  are 
treating  property.  Can  they  be  sur- 
prised that  there  is  a  very  considerable 
outcry  when  a  responsible  Qovenunent 
frame  a  Bill  on  these  lines  ?  The  Prime 
Minister,  the  other  day,  spoke  scomfoU^ 
of  financiers  and  magnates.  It  is  w 
very  well  to  come  down  to  this  House 
and  sneer  at  them  when  they  mil  not 
swallow  a  Bill  of  this  sort,  but  that  is  not 
the  language  he  used  when  he  dined 
with  the  bankers  at  the  Mansion  House 
in  Julj^  last.  I  am  sorry  the  Prime 
Minister  is  not  present.   He  then  said — 

"  I  fipeok  for  the  moment  as  a  Member  of 
the  Government,  and  I  say  that,  believing  as  I 
do,  and  as  I  believe  my  colleagues  withoat 
exception  do,  that  in  the  maintenance  of 
private  property,  and  in  the  continued  reliance 
upon  individual  initiative  is  the  mainspring 
of  financial  and  commercial  success ;  and 
regarding,  as  I  also  do,  as  necessary  corollaries 
from  these  assumptions  the  maintenance  nl 
the  sanctity  of  contract  and  the  impossibility 
uf  expropriation,  even  for  the  best  public  pur- 
poses, without  adequate  compensation  and 
adequate  security,  for  every  form  either  of 
pubUc  or  private  investment,  I  do  not  think 
anyone  is  justi6ed  in  entertaining  any  real 
apprehension  that  those  conditions  of  stability 
(on  which  has  rested  for  so  long  the  great  fabria 
cd  credit  in  this  city — the  clearing-house  of 
the  whole  world — the  centre,  still,  of  the  trade 
of  the  world  as  long  as  it  has  been,  and  as  I  trust 
it  will  remain)  are  in  any  danger  of  being 
imperilled  or  undermined.  I  assert  to  you 
with  the  utmost  confidence  that  not  only  will  I 
not  be,  but  so  far  as  I  know,  not  any  one  of 
my  colleagues  will  be,  parties  to  any  form  either 
of  administration  or  of  legislation  which  would 
threaten  those  essential  foundations  of  our 
6jnancial  and  commercial  stability." 

[Ministerial  cheers.]  Yes,  but  you 
take  away  from  one  man  without  a  penny 
of  compensation  £4,000,  and  from  anothw' 
£2,000,  and  so  on  throughout  the  conntryv 
and  yet  you  say  you  are  giving  adequate 
security  for  every  form  of  public  and 
private  mvestmen^^gtJ^^  ^Ol9t>^kw 
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vhether  the  Prime  Minister  had  in  his 
mind  ihe  framework  of  this  Bill  when 
ha  spoke  at  that  time.   I  would  fain 
liope  he  had  not,  but  I  venture  to  say  I 
fail  to  zeooncilA  the  statement  he  made 
to  the  bankers  and  meichonts  when  he 
'dined  with  them,  with  the  action  he  has 
now  taken.    Great  attempts  have  been 
cnade  by  the  other  side,  and  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  to  cast  discredit  on  the  claim 
to  compensation  on  the  ground  that  the 
prices  at  which  many  of  these  properties 
were  bought  were  inflated  and  exor- 
bitant. Nobody  denies  tiiat.   I  think 
the  maaageis  of  brewery  companies  are 
sometimes  a  little  hardly  dealt  with  in 
this  matter.    They  made  a  bad  specula- 
tion, and  they  and  their  shareholders 
bave  to  bear  the  loss.    But  they  are  not 
altogether  to  blame.   It  was  not  they 
in*  many  cases  who  voluntarily  sought 
the  system  of  turning  free  honsea  into 
tiedfhottsea.   The  movement  was  very 
much  due  to  insurance  companies.  Bat 
vhat  has  that  to  do  with  the  case,  except 
to^raise  prejudice  ?    You  say  that  the 
public-house  is  bought  at  an  exorbitant 
price ;  but  if  that  was  not  its  market  value 
they  would  not  pay  the  price.   All  we 
«sk''is  that  you  should  pay  the  fair 
market  price,  as  between  a  wUlis^  seller 
and  the  best  purchaser  that  he  can  find 
«t  the  moment  that  the  transaction 
takes  place.    But  that  is  not  what  you 
are  giving  him.    You  are  not  giving  him 
one-tenth  of  that  price.    An  hon.  Mem- 
ber near  me  caUs  my  attention  once 
again  to  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.   I  must  refw  to  that 
<mce  more.  Whatever  may  have  been 
in  the  nund  of  the  Prime  Minister  when 
be  made  that  statement  in  the  City,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  must  have 
known  of  this  Bill  when  he  sold  the 
Coach  and  Horses "  at  Portsmouth. 
He  knew  what  the  position  was,  but  the 
pirchaser  had  no  access  to  those  facts.  I 
venture  to  say  t  hat  if  a  private  transaction 
had  been  carried  oat  under  sach  cir- 
^mmstances  as  those,  no  Court  would 
bave  upheld  the  sale.    I  venture  to  say 
that  the  least  the  Secretary  of  State 
•ought  to  do  on  behalf  of  the  good  credit 
-of  the  nation  is  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  the  purchaser  to  rescind  his  contract. 

■  Mr.LBIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Ap^by) :  Does  he  want  to  rescind  ? 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain. 


{COMMONS}  BUI  1^6 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
have  had  no  communication  with  the 
purchaser,  and  I  have  no  right  to  say. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  say  as  a  Member 
of  Parliament  and  as  a  citizen  of  tiiis 
country,  that  conduct  of  this  kind,  which 
would  not  be  permitted  as  between  man 
and  man,  appears  to  me  to  be  unworthy 
and  unbecoming  of  the  Government  of 
this  country.   The  Under-Secretary,  in 
considerii^  what  compensation  ought  to 
be  paid,  proposed  that  we  should  deduct 
from  any  clums  that  were  made  the  full 
amount  of  the  reserve  funds  whicb  com- 
panies had  accumulated.   He  said  that 
certain  companies  had  £10,000,000  in- 
vested in  public-houses,  but  that  they 
had  formed  a  reserve  fund  of  £2,000,000 
which  was  also  invested  in  pubUc-bousea, 
and  in  taking  away  their  licences,  he 
would  only  consider  the  £10,000,000  and 
not  the  £2,000.000.   I  never  beard  a 
more  amazing  statement  from  any  re- 
sponsible person.  What  are  reserves! 
They  are  undivided  profits  which  prudent 
people  set  aside  to  equalise  good  and  bod 
years,  or  to  meet  any  of  the  accidents  or 
falling  off  in  trade  to  which  in  the  ordinary 
course  they  might  be  liable.    To  say, 
because  t^ey  have  been  prudent  men, 
and  done  what  bosineas  men  ought  to  do 
in  forming  a  good  reserve  fand,'tiiat, 
therefore,  you  are  entitled  to  treat  the 
reserve  fund  as  if  it  were  a  ^ft  from  tiie 
State,  as  against  what  you  take  from 
them,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  moat  jpe- 
posterous  doctrine  to  lay  down. 


•Me.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  can- 
not have  made  myself  quite  plain, 
for  the  right  hon.  Goitleman  has  mia- 
understood  me,  I  t^d  not  say  that 
the  licences  which  represented  the 
reserve  fund  were  not  to  be  com- 
pensated for  exactly  the  same  as 
other  licences.  Of  course,  those  Uoences 
stand  on  the  same  footii^.  What  I  said 
was  that  if  the  brewery  companies  ate 
called  upon  to  put  by  a  considerable  som 
of  money  to  represent  the  monoptJy 
values  which  they  would  lose  to  the  State 
at  the  end  of  the  time-limit,  we  must 
take  into  account  the  fact  that  they  have 
already,  like  prudent  and  sensible  buM- 
ness  men,  put  by  a  considerable  part  of 
that  sum  needed,  and  tiierefore,  the 
burden  which  will  Iw  v^n.  t^ienl,*^  not 
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be  80  gieat  as  it  is  sometimes  lepiesented ' 
to  be. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  very  much  like 
saying  that  provided  your  victim  has 
put  by  a  reserve  fund  you  are  entitled 
to  rob  him  to  the  extent  of  that  reserve 
fund.  I  find  it  difficult  to  describe,  I 
■will  not  say  the  Members  of  the  Govern  - 
ment,  but  the  effect  of  the  Bill  as  any- 
thing but  simple  robbery  of  the  property 
of  individuals.  When  I  heard  the  speech 
of  the  Solicitor-General  yesterday,  and 
noticed  the  animus  he  displayed, 
the  obvious  political  hostility  which  he 
oherished  against  the  trade  for  which  > 
he  is  legislating,  I  began  to  see  how  he 
reconciled  himself  to  apply  to  this 
trade  terms  which  he  woi^d  reseat  in 
regard  to  any  others  carrying  on  lawful 
occupations  in  this  country.  I  want  | 
to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  question 
of  how  far  this  Bill  is  a  temperance 
measure.  It  is  common  ground  that  a 
reduction  of  redundant  houses  by  those 
who  know  the  local  circumstances  tends 
to  atop  illicit  practices,  including  drunken- 
ness. But  that  is  totally  different  from 
the  scheme  of  this  Bill.  The  Prime 
Minister  claims  that  for  a  scheme  which 
was  sporadic  and  unequal  he  has  sub- 
stituted one  which  is  compulsory  and 
uniform.  But  it  is  the  very  essence  of 
justice  and  efficiency  in  this  matter  that 
the  incidence  of  the  scheme  should  be 
unequal,  because  Ibe  circumstances  of  the 
different  localities  are  unequal.  To  take  an 
arbitrary  line  and  say  that  so  many  public  - 
houses  must  go  without  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  people  or  the  character 
of  the  licensed  premises  is  surely  the 
most  absurd  proposal  ever  submitted 
to  reasonable  men.  Take  small  villages, 
y^y  often  you  will  find  a  village  with  two 
or  three  small  public-houses.  No  doubt 
one  big  house  might  do  the  whole  trade 
of  the  village.  But  let  hon.  Members 
remember  that  these  village  public- 
houses  are  the  clubs  of  the  people. 
Each  house  has  its  own  particular 
client^,  and  they  do  not  want  other  clubs 
to  mix  with  them.  Sometimes  there  are 
politual  differences  and  sometimes  small 
social  differences.  One  man  prefers 
one  club  and  another  man  prefers 
another,  and  they  would  feel  out  of  place  ! 
end  uncomfortable  if  they  were  all  put  I 


into  the  sama  public-house.  What 
would  be  said  if  members  of  the  Athen- 
aeum suddenly  mixed  with  members  of  the 
Camberwell  Radical  Club,  presided  over 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, or  vice  versa,  if  the  members 
of  the  Camberwell  Radical  Club  went 
among  the  Bishops  in  the  Athenaeum  ^ 
An  old  school  friend  of  mine,  tliough  not 
a  political  ally,  for  he  belongs  to  the 
Party  opposite,  sent  me  a  paper  the  other 
day  showing  the  effect  of  this  Bill  on 
several  of  the  largest  villages  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire. My  hon.  and  learned  friend 
has  already  pointed  out  that  Cambridge- 
shire has  very  few  convictions  for 
drunkenness  per  10,000  of  her  population. 
In  the  twelvelargest  villagescrf  Cambridge- 
shire, I  am  informed  that,  if  this  Bill  is 
carried  out,  132  public-houses  out  of 
187  will  have  to  be  closed,  or  something 
I  over  TOpercent.  Thatisnotgoiu^toput 
down  drunkenness,  because  there  is  little 
or  no  drunkenness  in  those  villages  now . 
I  venture  to  say  that  that  is  not  the  way  to 
promote  temperance.  And  there  I  join 
direct  issue  with  the  great  mass  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  It  is  never  wise 
to  legislate  in  advance  of  public  opinion, 
and  certainly  you  will  fail  to  effect  your 
object,  fOT  never  is  that  more  true  than 
when  you  do  so  on  matters  which  concern 
the  life  and  conduct  of  individual  citizens. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Tradeston  Divi- 
sion of  Glasgow,  in  dealing  with  a  part  of 
this  Bill  which  has  received  much  too  little 
attention,  the  local  option  proposal, 
quoted  the  example  of  America.  What 
is  the  case  in  America  ?  No  doubt  in 
many  cases  they  have  complete  pro- 
hibition. I  do  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Member  has  travelled  in  States 
where  there  is  prohibition  in  force.  I 
have  been  in  three  of  them.  In  one  of 
the  States  the  barman  was  selling  a  great 
deal  of  liquor  in  the  cellar.  I  expressed 
my  surprise  to  him  that  he  had  selected 
so  uncomfortable  a  position,  and  he  told 
me  that  if  he  sold  liquor  upstairs  the 
police  would  drop  on  him  at  once ;  so 
the  trade  was  carried  on  in  the  cellar 
of  the  hotel. 

Mr.  LEIF  JONES :  Where  was  this  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  At 
!  Newport,  in  the  White  Mountains.  In 
I  the  next  State  I  hadi  to  sign^a.  telegram 
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form  ordering  the  drink  in  New  York. 
It  wa&  supplied  at  once,  and  the  telegram 
ma  sent  on  by  train.  In  the  third 
State  I  went  down  to  the  station  to  meet 
a  resident.  It  was  a  small  township 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston.  He 
wanted  some  refreshment  after  his 
journey.  I  said  :  "  You  cannot  have 
it  ;  you  have  prohibition  here."  He 
said :  "  I  guess  we  will  get  it."  We 
walked  into  the  hotel  premifies ;  the 
barman  took  a  look  at  us,  and  walked 
straight  into  the  bar  and  served  us.  I 
asked  my  friend  what  was  the  explana- 
tion of  this.  Here  time  after  time  they 
voted  for  prohibition,  yet  in  a  smiall 
town  like  that,  where  the  inhabitants 
must  know  the  things  that  were  going 
on  in  the  hotel  which  we  had  just  left, 
we  could  be  served  with  liquor.  "  Well," 
he  said,  "  like  the  Irishmen,  we  are  in 
favour  of  the  law,  but  we  are  all  agin 
its  enforcement."  I  do  not  think  tluit 
the  administration  in.  Amonca  is  a  very 
good  example,  because  there  is  not  the 
same  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  as  there 
is  here  when  we  pass  it.  But  I  say  that 
just  as  in  America  they  find  it  impossible 
to  enforce  the  law  where  circumstances 
are  unfavourable,  so  should  we  find  it 
impossible  here.  As  the  hon.  Member 
for  Walton  said  the  other  day,  you  are 
not  only  dealing  with  drunkenness,  but 
the  claim  of  the  promot«rs  of  the  Bill 

foes  much  further,  and  they  shut  up  the 
©uses  in  which  drunkenness  or  mis- 
conduct is  not  alleged.  Are  you  going 
to  fbnt  up  clubs  in  which  drunken- 
ness or  misconduct  is  not  alleged  ?  I 
venture  to  think  that  in  this  matter  the 
House  is  on  the  wrong  lines,  and  I  think 
that  the  wrong  lines  are  carried  further 
in  the  Bill  which  is  xmder  discussion. 
You  treat  the  trade  as  if  it  were  an  out- 
cast trade.  You  habitually  speak  scorn- 
fully and  uncharitably  of  the  men  who 
are  engaged  in  carrying  it  on.  You 
want  to  apply  restriction  in  regard  to 
those  who  may  or  may  not  serve  within 
the  houses.  If  that  means  anything,  it 
means  that  the  trade  is  not  a  fit  one  for 
honest  men.  You  would  prevent  men 
from  taking  their  wives  and  families 
with  them  when  they  go  to  the  public- 
house.  Are  you  really  serving  the  cause 
of  temperance  when  you  do  that  ?  The 
Home  Secretary  spoke  of  clubs  in  his 
division,  and  boasted  that  the  men 

Mr,  Attsten  Chamberlam, 
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brought  their  wives  and  families  with 
them.  That  is  new  to  me.  I  did  not 
know  that  there  were  any  clubs  of  that 
kind,   ["  Oh,  ^enty  of  them."] 

.  Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  It  is  a  common 
practice. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sajs  it  is  a 
common  practice.  I  think  it  is  an 
excellent  practice,  for  a  man  is  much 
less  likely  to  get  drunk  if  he  has  his 
wife  and  family  with  him,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  greatest  step  that  you  could 
take  in  favour  of  moderate  drinkmg, 
and  in  favour  of  temperance  as  dis- 
tinguished from  total  abstinence,  would 
be  to  make  the  public-house,  not  what 
you  now  seek  to  make  it,  but  a  club  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  term,  a  social 
hall,  where  a  man  could  SAt  with  his  wife 
and  family  and  talk  politics  or  buainse* 
with  his  cronies,  and  play  draughts,  domi- 
noes, or  other  games,  all  of  which  he 
may  plav  now  in  a  club,  but  which  the 
licensing  justices  do  their  best  to  restrict 
in  the  case  of  public-houses.  What  you 
have  got  to  do  is  to  get  rid  of  the  drinking 
bar,  and  turn  it  into  a  beer  hall,  such, 
as  they  have 'm  Germany.  The  House 
will  pardon  me  if  I  call  attention  to  the 
brass-workers'  deputation  which  went  to 
Germany  to  investigate  the  case  of  the 
brass-workers  there.  It  is  well  worthy 
of  attention  and  consideration  by  every- 
body who  cares  about  the  cause  of 
temperance.  The  deputation  consisted 
of  one  of  the  manufacturers,  Mr.  Best, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Davis,  Secretary  of  the  Brass 
Workers'  Union,  and  of  another  gentle- 
man, Mr.  C.  Perks,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Saturday 
Fimd.    They  said— 

*'  In  disposition  the  workman  is  social  and 
fond  of  company  ;  he  takes  his  wife  out  with 
him  to  the  beer-house  as  an  unwritten  Uwf 
he  would  be  regarded  as  unusual  if  he  did  no* 
do  BO ;  remarks  would  be  made  if  he  lef t  ber 
at  home.  Total  abstainers  rarely  exist  bat 
the  men  are  temperate  in  the  midst  of  Dpp(»> 
tunity.  They  refrain  because  it  unfits  toem 
for  work.  They  do  not  assume  virtue  with 
regard  to  temperance  but  regard  temperance 
or  moderation  ae  the  best  from  a  general  point 
of  view." 

"  Temperate  in  the  midst  of  opportunity." 
I  call  tKe  attention  of  the  House  to  those 
words.  Is  not  that  a  better  ideal  to 
strive  for  thag,g,|s^^^p6af>(^teman'» 
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good  conduct  by  putting  all  temptation 
beyond  his  reach  ?  I  turn  a  page  or  two 
further — 

*'  The  namber  of  pemns  convicted  of  drunken* 
neas  in  Birmingham  was  about  thirty  times 
greater  than  in  Berlin  in  proportion  to  the 
respective  numbers  of  ita  inhabitaota.  These 
statistics  are  what  we  should  expect  to  find 
after  our  observations  in  the  beer  halls  and  the 
streets  on  bank  holiday,  and  point  to  the  con- 
olafii<m  that  a  greater  number  of  licences 
■mtii  a  fewer  number  of  total  abstainers  does 
not  tend  to  drunkenness." 

"  We  wish  to  cali  attention  to  this  different 
adjustment  of  the  liberty  in  the  two  countries 
aa  this  is  an  important  queeticm.  We  should 
be  very  sorry  to  treat  with  disrespect  the  many 
Agttioiee  for  the  promoti<m  of  temperance  and 
the  great  number  of  high-minded  workers 
in  the  cause." 

"  We  have  to  consider  that  eight  people  out 
of  nine  above  fifteen  years  of  age  are  non- 
abstainers.  In  Berlin  this  section  of  the 
oommunity  is  provided  for — in  Birminfiham 
it  is  not.  There  a  man  is  tmsted  to  show  up 
Against  excess  ;  here  he  is  not.  We  say  drunken- 
ness is  the  cause  of  ignorance ;  in  Berlin  they 
reverse  it  and  say :  '  ignorance  or  want  of 
proper  training  in  youth  is  the  cause  of  drunken- 
ness.* Here  we  allow  our  young  people  to 
grow  up  untrained  and  unskilled  and  offer  them 
the  idedge  later  on  when  they  are  down  in  the 
^tter  ;  there  compulsory  training  helps  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  gutter  and  the  pledge  is  not 
relied  on." 

On  the  lines  indicated  by  these  men  after 
studying  what  was  passing  in  Berlin  you 
find  matter  for  much  thought,  matter 
which,  rightly  understood  and  studied, 
may  guide  us  to  a  wise  conclusion  in 
dealing  with  this  question  at  home. 
One  further  quotation  I  would  like  to 
make.  It  refers  to  the  character  of  the 
'Crowds  they  saw  on  Easter  Monday — 

"  There  was  a  distinct  characteristic  in  these 
crowds  which  is  absent  in  an  English  beer- 
house company  of  people,  which  we  ascribe 
first  to  the  light  wholesome  beer." 

— I  am  not  at  all  sure  there  is  not  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  the  suggestion  which  I 
have  seen  thrown  out  that  just  as  we 
now  use  the  taxes  imposed  on  alcohol  in 
order  to  limit  their  consumption  you 
might  favour  the  least  injurious  and 
most  beneficial  among  them  in  the  scale 
of  that  taxation.  I  do  not  commit 
myself  to  that.  It  is  a  big  fiscal  question 
as  well  as  a  big  temperance  question, 
'but  it  is  worth  consideration. 

*'  Secondly,  to  the  presence  of  wives  and 
ifamilies  ;  and,  thirdly,  to  the  training  and  disci- 
pline to  which  every  German  child  and  youth 
■is  subjected." 


Will  you  lessen  temperance,  will  you 
improve  the  character  of  the  public- 
house  by  introducing  the  uncertainty 
which  tlus  Bill  introduces  into  the  trade 
by  making  every  man  who  invests  money 
or  industry  in  the  trade  uncertain  as  to 
what  to-morrow  will  produce  T  Will  you 
make  a  house  more  respectable  by  ban- 
ning the  presence  of  all  women  from  it  ? 
Will  you  make  a  man  more  decent  by 
teaching  him  that  when,  he  goes  to  a 
public-house  his  wife  and  child  must  not 
see  what  he  is  doing  ?  I  hold  for  these 
reasons  that  whilst,  as  I  have  said,  the 
reduction  of  redtmdant  licences  carefully 
chosen  because  they  are  redundant  has  a 
distinct  temperance  effect,  this  Bill,  in 
so  far  as  it  goes  beyond  that,  will  have  no 
temperance  effect  at  all,  but  will  lead  to 
the  transfer  of  drinking  from  open 
houses,  publicly  recognised,  constantly 
inspected,  carefully  watched  over  ai^ 
prosecut^  for  the  slightest  infringement 
of  the  law,  to  clubs  over  which,  whatever 
the  Amendments  you  introduce,  you 
cannot  exercise  one  fraction  of  that 
control.  And  in  order  to  secure  this 
change  you  are  going  to  disturb  a  great 
trade,  you  are  going  to  unsettle  that 
great  fabric  of  credit  of  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  spoke  id  the 
City.  Tou  are  goii^  to  threaten  the 
central  foundations  of  our  financial  and 
commercial  stability,  to  use  his  words,  to 
set  an  example  which  is  eagerly  grasped 
by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  ging- 
way  and  which,  if  you  are  successful  in 
carrying  your  measure,  they  will  apply 
before  long  to  deprive  you  of  yonx 
property  as  you  are  using  it  to  deprive 
others  of  theirs. 

•Sib  THOMAS  WHITTAKBR:  Ifindit 
a  little  di£Boult  to  mther  from  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what  reallj 
is  his  view  as  to  the  prevalence  of  public- 
houses.  I  thought  at  one  time  by  his 
quotations  from  the  German  Eeport 
that  he  regarded  it  as 'an  ideal  to  be 
temperate  in  the  midst  of  temptation. 
He  seemed  rather  to  imply  that  he 
r^arded  a  multitude  of  temptation  as 
desirable. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  My 
words  were  *'in  the^  midst  of  oppoi- 
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•Sir'  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  :  Very 
mmilar.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems 
to  regard  a  multitude  of  opportunity 
as  a  desirable  thing.  But  I  find  that 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
have  found  it  necessary  to  discriminate 
a  good  deal  in  their  denunciation  of  the 
zeduction  of  facilities  as  a  remedy,  and 
now  they  begin  to  tell  us  that  they  agree 
with  a  redaction  in  redmidant  houses. 
That  is  what  is  going  to  be  done. 
The  Bill  fixes  a  maximum  and  not  a  Yecy 
low  one.  There  are  populous  industrial 
districts  about  the  country  for  below  the 
maximttw  of  this  Bill.  This  is  not  a 
low  iiri»-«iT»win^  and  where  will  the  reduc- 
tion be  made  !  It  will  be  made  where 
there  is  a  redimdance.  The  majority 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
Licensing  Laws  said — 

I  "  We  regard  a  large  fiappiession  of  licences  as 
essmtiaL" 

And  they  recommended  a  reduction 
in  Scotland.  In  England  there  are  50 
per^cent.  more  licences  in  proportion 
to  population  than  in  Scotland.  Scotland 
is  m  the  position  that  Kngland  will  be  in 
in  fourteen  years  if  this  Bill  is  carried 
out.  If  reduction  is  not  a  temperance 
reform,  how  is  it  that  the  Act  of  1904 
was  clumed  as  a  temperance  measure  ? 
"Why  are  they  taxing  the  trade  ?  Why 
are  they  throwing  people  out  of  employ- 
ment if  it  was  not  a  temperance  measure  ? 
One  authority  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  respect,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, in  his  evidence  before  the  House 
of  Lords  Committee  on  Intempraance, 
sud — 

\  "  The  enormoiia  number  of  public-houses, 
Which  i«  clearly  out  of  all  proportion  to  anything 
like  the  legiUmate  wants  of  the  people,  must 
tend  to  increase  temptation." 

I  quite  agree  that  statistics  are  no 
evidence.  They  do  not  test  the  amount 
of  dmnlnnness  or  tiie  amount  of  drinking. 
There  are  other  considerations.  What 
is  the  use  of  comparing  the  London 
gin  palace  with  half  a  dozen  entrances 
with  a  little  country  inn  on  the  road- 
adB'i  action  of  the  police  makes  all 

the  difference.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
before  the  same  Committee,  made  use  of 
iUs  ezpresmon — 

"  JuBt  one  turn  of  the  screw  will  bring  in 
ten  times  the  numbei." 


How  can  you  have  the  same  wrests 
for  dnmkenness  in  a  scattered  country 
district  where  the  policeman  has  many 
miles  to  look  after  as  in  the  towns  where 
he  has  only  a  few  streets*?  The  policeman 
is  not  on  the  spot,  and  where  there  are 
a  number  of  public-houses  a  drunken 
num  could  reel  from  the  public- 
house  to  his  home  three  doors  away 
without  being  seen.  That  does  not 
happen  in  London.  You  want  to 
compare  similar  districts.  Then  a  great 
deal  depends  on  the  opinion  and  policy 
of  the  bench.  A  b«ich  that  allows 
an  exorlntant  number  of  public-houses, 
a  negligent  bench  that  has  n^lected 
its  duty  in  that  respect,  is  just  the  bench 
that  discourages  the  police  from  arrest 
for  drunkenness.  The  one  follows  the 
other.  Where  you  have  an  active  vigi- 
lant bench  that  reduces  the  number,  ttut 
is  the  bench  which  encourages  the  poUce. 
I  quote  the  Majority  Report  again  tot 
that— 

'*  There  may  be  most  dmnkennMs  where  then 
are  the  fewest  proseontions  and  convictions." 

And  we  know  that  is  often  tiie  case. 
Good  wholesome  beer !  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  eighty  years  behind  his 
time.  If  you  go  back  to  the  beginning 
of  last  century,  that  was  the  teaching 
then.  The  agitation  for  facilities  for 
obtuning  good  wholesome  beer  led  to 
the  Beer  Act  of  1830.  And  in  three 
months  after  it  came  into  operation 
there  were  24,000  additional  beer-houses. 
What  did  Sidney  Smith  say  ?— 

I     "  The  new  Beer  Bill  has  begtm  its  opem- 
tionp.    Everybody  is  dnuik ;  those  who  are 
'  not   singing   are   Rprawling.    The  sovereign 
■  people  are  in  a  beastly  state. 'J 

A  Commission  was  appointed  four 
years  after  this,  and  gave  the  strongest 
Report  against  that  Act  which  has  ever 
been  given. 

I    Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  1  do 
not  in  the  least  object  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
]  ber*B  speech  until  he  says  that  that  is  mj 
policy.  That  is  not  my  policy,  and  it 
I  does  not  bear  the  slightest  resemblancs 
to  it.  I  have  not  advocated  any  increase 
of  licences.   I  have  advocated  a  con- 
1  tinned  reduction. 

*8iB  THOMAS  WHTTTAKBR :  It 
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wholeeome  beer  and  abundance  of  oppor- 
tunity which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appeared  to  favour   and  desire.  In 
Scotland,     Ireland,   and   Wales  they 
have  Sunday  closing.   The  same  things 
have  been  said  with  regard  to  that 
as  were  said  in  re^rd  to  this  proposal. 
The  same  predictions  were  made  and 
they  have  all  been  falsified,  and  Royal 
Oommissions  and  Committees  have  re- 
ported that  these  statements  and  pre- 
dictions were  not  correct  and  were  not 
borne  out.   Since  those  Acts  were  placed 
on  the  Statute-book  there  has  never 
been  found  a  Member  of  this  House  from 
Ireland^  Scotland,  or  Wales,  who  would 
move  for  their  repeal.   There  is  not  to 
be  found  an  elected  representative  of  a 
local  authority  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
Wales,  who  would  send  a  memorial  to  the 
House  and  ask  for  the  repeal  of  those 
Acts.   The  people  on  the  spot  who  know 
approve.   Dudley  has  seven  times  the 
number  of  public-houses  that  West  Ham 
has.  Will  it  be  said  that  there  would  be 
no  more  drunkenness  in  West  Ham  if  you 
multiplied   their   public-houses  seven 
timee  t   A  reduction  is  being  made,  but 
it  is  not  being  made  where  it  is  most  re- 
quired.  It   is    not  easy  to  compare 
statistics   on    this    question  I  admit. 
Hon.  Members    will   remember  that 
when  the  Bill  of  1904  was  before  the 
House    we    had  a  Blae-book  giving 
the  number  of  on-licences  in  ever^ 
licensing  district  in  England  and  Wales. 
By  a  comparison  of  these  figures  we  should 
be  able  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
reduction  which  has  been  made.  One 
difficulty  is  that  these  Qovernment 
statistics  are  not  always  made  up  on  the 
same  lines,  and  I  understand  tlutt  there 
is  some  variatitm  in  them.   One  set  of 
figures  represent  the  nxunber  of  certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  justices,  and  the 
other  the  number  of  Ucences  issued  by 
the  Inland  Revenue  authorities.    It  is 
tiue  that  a  certificate  may  be  issued  by 
the  justices  and  the  applicant  may  not 
get  the  licence,  but  those  oases  are  very  few 
indeed  and  do  not  afEect  the  actual  result. 
I  have  taken  out  statistics  relating  to  the 
twelve  counties  where  there  are  the  most 
public-houses  and  most  beer>houses  in 
proportion  to  the  population  from  1904 
to  1907.  and  I  find  that  the  Act  of  1904 
has  (^erated  cmly  to  the  extent  of  <nie 


third  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum.  In  the 
twelve  county  boroughs  that  most  needed 
the  reduction,  which  have  the  highest 
proportion  of  houses,  the  reduction  has 
been  only  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent, 
per  annum.  Make  whatever  allowance 
you  like  for  the  difference  between  cer- 
tificates got  from  the  justices  and  the- 
licences  got  from  the  Inland  Revenue, 
the  pace  is  very  slow.  It  means  that 
in  those  boroughs  it  would  take  eighty 
years  at  the  same  rate  to  bring  them 
down  to  one  per  800  of  the  population, 
and  seventy  years  to  bring  them  down 
to  the  position  in  which  London  now  is. 
And  nobody  will  suggest  that  it  is  difficult 
to  get  a  glass  of  beer  in  London.  Simi- 
larly in  those  counties  it  will  take  16& 
years  to  get  the  licences  down  to  one  for 
400  of  the  population.  It  will  take  them 
165  years  to  get  those  twelve  countiea 
down  to  the  position  as  to  the  number 
of  houses  in  proportion  to  population 
already  existing  in  Northumberland^ 
Essex,  Cornwall,  Durham,  Ijancashire> 
Surrey,  Yorkshire,  and  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  excluding  county  boroughs. 
It  will  take  the  twelve  worst  counties 
in  England  165  years  to  get  down  to  the 
same  level.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh  !  "]  I  am  quoting  from  Government 
statistics  and  those  are  the  figures.  It  has 
been  said  that  this  BiU  will  promote  clubs. 
I  should  be  the  last  to  say  that  drinking 
clubs  are  not  an  evil,  and  I  think  the 
system  by  which  entertainments  at 
clubs  are  thrown  open  to  scores  of  people 
who  are  not  members  is  a  great  abuse 
of  the  privilege  given  to  clubs  to  dis- 
tribute liquor.  It  was  never  intended 
that  this  should  be  done.  In  the  London 
muaic-haUs  the  poHcy  of  the  Coimty 
Council  is  to  get  rid  of  the  drink  from 
the  entertainment.  Licensing  justices 
have  also  discouraged  music  and  dancing 
licences  in  connection  with  public-houses. 
In  the  club  you  have  the  entertain- 
ment, the  music,  and  the  drinking. 
It  is  not  desirable,  and  it  is  not 
fair  to  the  licensed  trade.  I,  person- 
ally, feel  that  the  hours  for  the 
supply  of  liquor  in  clubs  ought  to  be 
limited  to  those  permitted  for  public- 
houses.  ThQ  club  could  be  open,  but 
the  bar  should  be  closed.  I  think 
that   we   might   make  an  appeal  to 
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to  members  of  working  men's  clubs 
to  submit  to  a  little  personal  incon- 
venience in  the  interests  of  the  well- 
^ing  of  the  community  as  a  whole. 
It  is  not  for  hon.  Members  opposite 
to  denounce  clubs.  Who  is  it 
supplies  the  clubs  t  The  biewen  en- 
•courage  them,  and  in  some  cases  finance 
them.  Does  a  small  number  of  public- 
liousee  mean  an  increase  in  clubs  1 
From  1887  to  1897  the  clubs  increased 
.at  the  rate  of  186  a  year,  and  from  1900 
to  1904  at  the  rate  of  340.  Since  then 
there  has  been  a  great  reduction  in  the 
number  of  public-houses,  and  that  has 
not  bionght  about  an  increased  growth 
joi  clubs.  Middlesbrough,  Bootle,  and 
West  Ham  have  only  one-fifth  as  many 
licensed  houses  as  Dudley,  Yarmouth 
-and  Norwich,  and  yet  they  have  no  more 
«lubs  in  proportion  to  the  population. 
Again,  in  the  ten  county  boroughs  which 
have  most  public-houses  in  proportion 
to  population  tdiere  are  more  clubs  in 
proportion  to  population  than  in  the 
ten  counly  boroughs  with  fewest  public- 
liouses  in  proportion  to  population.  No, 
the  number  of  public-houses  is  not  the 
key  to  the  problem  of  clubs,  and  the 
view  which  I  strongly  hold  is  that  the 
way  in  which  we  shall  have  to  meet 
much  of  the  public-house  dif&culty  and 
much  of  the  club  difficulty  will  be  by 
providing  counter  attractions.  The 
pubUc  will  have  to  provide  places  where 
the  people  may  assemble  and  enjoy 
their  social  intercourse  on  the  same 
lines  and  for  the  same  reasons  as  they 
supply  public  parks.  But  the  Act  of 
1904  was  brought  in  to  reduce  licences. 
.Did  it  promote  clubs  1  And  again,  there 
is  not  a  line  in  the  Act  of  1904  about 
■dubs.  If  it  is  wrong  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  reduce  licences  and  not  deal  so 
efficiently  with  clubs  as  the  Opposition 
would  like,  what  about  their  own  Act  ? 
{*'  Oh,  oh."]  There  certainly  is  not  a 
word  in  that  Act  about  clubs,  and  those 
hon.  Members  opposite  who  say  such 
a  great  deal  about  clubs  now  were  dumb 
-when  their  own  Bill  was  under  discussion. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  The  hon.  Member 
lias  got  the  advantage  of  our  experience. 
t"  Oh."] 

•Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  :  Yes, 
and  the  experience  is  that  clubs  were 
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growing  more  rapidly  before  that  Act 
than  since.    An  hon.  Member  opposite 
says  the  Bill  does  not  apply  to  Ireland. 
Did  the  1904  Act  apply  to  Ireland,  and 
did  that  hon.  Member  complain  then  ? 
We  cannot  do  everything  at  once.  I 
am  a  Member  of  a  Party  whidi  has  been 
frequently  told  to  take  one  step  at  a 
time.   The  moment  we  do  so  the  very 
men  who  have  been  giving  us  that  advice 
attack  and  denounce  us  because  we 
do  not  insist  upon  everything  at  once. 
These  complaints  against  the  Bill  are 
made  by  two  classes  of  people — those 
who  are  looking  for  any  reasons  to  avoid 
voting  for  the  Bill,  and  those  who  desire 
to  kiU  it.   It  is  always  "  not  thus,  not 
now,"    As  to  the  question  of  the  time- 
limit,  there  is  no  legal  right  to  the  renewal 
of   an   ordinary   public-house  licence 
beyond  a  year.    It  is  an  expectation, 
and  nothing  more.    It  has  been  re- 
peatedly declared  to  be  so,  and  the 
brewers  themselves  in  their  manifesto 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year  say  that 
all  they  claim  is  ui  expectation,  and  not 
a  right.    The  law  is  perfectly  clear,  and 
the  whole  object  of  an  annual  licence 
is  not  to  review  the  conduct  only,  but  ^ 
to  revise  the  whole  position.  It  has  been 
said  that  it  must  be  a  judicial  decision.  ' 
What  can  be  more  judicial  than  a  decision  I 
that  the  licence  is  not  required  in  the  i 
public  interest  and  that  it  uiould  cease  1  | 
That  is  a  good  and  judicial  zeasou.  We 
have  had  in  the  course  of  this  debate  | 
a  great  many  quotations,  but  I  would 
just  like  to  quote  what  Lord  Halsbury  | 
said  in  1897  in  the  Boulter  case.    He  | 
said —  I 

"  You  draw  a  diBtinction  between  the  origiDiJ 
granting  of  the  licence  and  the  renewal  of  the 
licence.  One  must  clear  oae'a  mind  and  see 
what  it  is.  It  is  a  new  licence  for  the  new  year. 
It  is  important  to  observe  the  accumcy  of 
language.  It  is  not  a  renewal  of  the  licence.  i 
it  ia  another  lictmoe  for  another  year."  ' 

That  unquestionably  is  the  strict  law.  \ 
What  did  that  celebrated  advocate,  Mr. 
George  Candy,  say,  who  was  known  as 
the  Attorney-General  for  brewerydoni, 
and  who  appeared  in  nearly  all  their 
leading  cases  ?  Mr.  Candy,  in  an  inter- 
view  in  the  Globe,  immediately  after  the 
Sharpa  v.  Wakefield  case,  said — 

"  The  occupation  of  the  most  respectable  i 
publican  hm  now  been  made  one  of  the  most 
precarious  on  the  face  of  the  eaith  ;  hia  licence  ' 
can  bo  taken  away  and  hit  camtal  be  confiscated 
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on  grotrads  over  which  he  has  not  the  slightest 
control.  The  question  of  compensation  cannot 
arise.  Compensation  implies  a  solatium  for  a 
wrong  done ;  bnt  here  the  highest  tribunal  in 
the  land  ha«  decided  that  no  wrong  is  done 
when  a  publican's  licence  is  withheld" 

That  is  the  strict  law.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  public  authorities 
who  take  licensed  premises  have  to  pay 
compensation  and  that  private  individuals 
under  similar  circumstances  have  also 
to  pay  compensation.  Just  so  ;  but  the 
iaw  does  not  give  to  the  private  individual 
the  right  to  refuse  to  renew  a  licence,  and 
let  the  hon.  Member  produce  a  case  where 
compensation  has  had  to  be  paid  on  behalf 
of  the  public  when  the  licensing  authority 
have  refused  to  renew.  But  why,  if  this 
licence  is  the  property  of  the  publican, 
should  he  pay  the  compensation  himself  ? 
We  are  told  that  under  the  Actof  1904  the 
compensation  levy  is  a  local  fund  aid 
the  tocal  publican  gets  the  benefit  of 
tJie  local  leduotion;  but  that  will  not  do. 
It  is  a  county  fund,  the  money  being  col- 
lected all  over  the  county,  and  in  many  a 
village  and  many  a  town  there  is  payment 
made  and  no  reduction  of  the  licences — 
therefore,  no  local  benefit.  We  have  had 
a  dissertation  on  the  maintenance  of 
contract.  Whit  is  the  contract  for  a 
licence?  It  is  for  one  year  "and  no 
longer.'*  It  has  been  stated  that  licence 
renewal  is  customary.  Just  so.  So  is 
the  renewal  of  the  tenancy  of  an  ordinary 
dwelling-house.  Renewal  is  customary 
and  you  have  no  annual  reminder.  The 
tenant  of  an  ordinary  house  has  not  to  go 
to  the  landlord  and  apply  for  a  renewal 
every  year.  The  pubUcan  is  reminded 
every  year  that  be  has  to  go  to  Brewster 
Sessions.  It  is  only  an  expectation. 
An  expectation  means  that  it  is  a  pro- 
bability or  a  possibility,  but  it  involves 
uncertainty  and  is  nothing  more  than  an 
expectation.  The  expectation  in  this 
case  has  a  market  value,  but  no  expecta- 
tion having  a  market  value  can  as  a 
matter  of  right  deprive  someone  else  of 
bis  rights,  who  in  this  case  is  the  grantor. 
We  all  admit  that  the  situation  is  a 
difficult  one.  We  claim  that  all  the 
letEal  right  is  absolutely  on  the  one 
side,  but  we  recognise  that  money 
bas  been  invested,  and  we  say  that 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  well-being 
the  nation  must  have  full  control  over 
its  own  licences.  There  cannot  be 
full  control  over  them  so  long  as  someone 
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else  is  recognised  a<i  having  a  financial 
interest  in  them  beyond  the  time  for 
which  they  are  granted.   It  was  this 
financial  value  which  gave  all  the  trouble 
before  the  introduction  of  the  Act  of 
1904,  and  that  Act  was  brought  in  because 
of  the  trouble  as  to  the  vune.   It  must 
be  but  a  temporary  arrangement.  We 
contend  that  it  is  unjust  to  the  rest  of  the 
community  to  pive  this  valuable  privi- 
lege to  a  limited  number  of  men  imless 
they  pay  the  full  value  for  it.   It  is 
suggested  that  we  should  give  fourteen 
years  notice  that  at  the  end  of  that  time 
we  will  charge  the  proper  value.   We  are 
asked  on  what  actuarial  basis  it  is  pro- 
posed to  fix  that  period.   It  is  not  an 
actuarial  question.   What  it  means  is 
this.    A  fourteen  years  run  is  equivalent 
to  ten  and  a  half  years  purchase.  Take 
the  two  cases  decided  by  Mr.  Justice 
Kennedy.   He  gave  ten  years  in  one  and 
eleven  years  in  the  other,  and  ten  and  a 
half  is  the  average  of  the  two.   What  will 
happen,  it  is  af^ed,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  ?   We  will  start  afresh,  and  charge 
a  proper  fee  for  the  lictmce.   It  does 
not  mean  that  we  are  going  to  close  all 
the  houses.    It  is  not  going  to  ab  ^llsh 
drinking,  brewing  will  not  come  to  an 
end,  but  the  nation  will  resume  its  domin- 
ion over  licences,  and  the  real  issue 
raised  by  this  Bill  involves  a  stin^^e  for 
mastery  between  the  trade  and  tiie 
State.   What  does  the  financial  arrange- 
ment  involve  to  the  owner  of  the  houses  1 
It  involves  that  at  the  end  of  that  time 
they  must  write  ofl  the  monopoly  value. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  about 
the  monopoly  value.   My  idea  is  that 
it  is  the  additional  value,  the  special 
value,  which  a  licence  gives  to  a  property 
beyond  what  it  would  have  if  used  for 
any  other  business.   In  the  case  of 
bakers,  drapers,  and  others  they  make 
a  profit,  and  if  a  man  does  a  good  business 
he  makes  a  good  profit.    But  if  anyone 
could  get  a  liquor  licence  for  his  shop, 
it  woiUd  give  him  an  immediate  profit 
beyond  what  he  could  make  in  his 
ordinary  business,  and  it  is  that  additional 
value  that  the  State  ought  to  have. 
What  is  paid  for  should  be  the  reasonable, 
normal,  present  value.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  agreed  that  we  could 
not  be  expected  to  pay  exorbitantly 
inflated   values.   The  amount  ^^^hould 
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not  necMBarily  be  what  a  licence  cosi 
The  hon.  Membw  for  Kingston  tnted 
twenty-one  houses  which  cost  £660,000, 
but  they  may  not  be  worth  half  that  sum 
to-day.   It  is  not  the  value  twelve  years 
ago  titat  we  have  to  deal  with.   A  great 
deal  of  that  is  already  gone.  The 
trade  has  spectdated  and  gambled  to  an 
extraordinary  extent.   They  have  bid 
against  each  other  moat  recUessly,  ftumed 
companies  and  issued  stock  to  t^ie  com- 
munityjfor  a  large  amount,  got  in  a 
large  amount  of  capital,  and  ftJlen  over 
one  another  to  give  excessive  prices  for 
public-houses.   They  knew  the  risk  when 
t^iey  got  the  public  money  and  took  tens 
and  scores  of  millions  of  their  own  out  in 
cash.   It  is  a  gigantic  babble,  and  it  has 
been  bursting  lor  years.  AU  the  gas  has 
been  oozing  out  of  it,  and  it  is  a  very ; 
small  one  now.    I  have  given  in  the 
Press  quotations  and  prices,  not  one  of 
which  has  been  challenged,  to  shbw  that 
the  fall  in  the  value  of  these  brewery 
stocks  took  place  at  a  time  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and  his 
Party  were  in  office.   Tlie  fall  was  due 
to  reckless  inflation  in  pzices  and  diminu- 
tion in  tiie  consumption  of  liquor,  with 
which  this  Bill  has  nothing  to  do.  The 
fall  in  prices  since  this  Gk>vemment 
came  into  power  has  been  extremely 
small,  and  there  has  been  practically  no 
special  fall  in  the  value  of  brewery  stocks 
as  oompated  with  other  securities,  on  the 
Stock  Exchange  as  a  result  of  l^e  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill. 

Mb.  GEORGE  FABER  :  Because 

it  will  not  pass. 

•Sm  THOMAS  WHITTAKER:  People 
who  are  alarmed  about  investments  do 
not  take  risks  like  that.  The  country 
has  been  flooded  with  circulars  that 
the  trade  is  to  be  ruined,  and  that  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  will  have  to  go 
to  the  worldiouse  together.  Is  there 
any  other  security  which  could  have 
maintained  its  price  under  such  a  de- 
liberate attempt  to  create  a  scare  ? 
The  good  men  who  have  been  bellowing 
out  these  heartrending  yells  might  as 
well  have  been  in  Central  Africa  for 
all  the  effect  they  produced  on  the 
Stock  Exchange.  The  people  who  hold 
the  shares  do  not  believe  them.  Only 
{NTOsent  reasonable  values  can  be  con- 
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sidered.  The  hon.  and  learned  Uanber 
for  Kingston  has  made  an  extremely 

moderate  and  able  statemeoit ;  but  it 
is  of  no  use  to  tell  the  House  what 
particular  properties  cost,  or  at  what 
they  stood  in  the  books  of  the  own^. 
The  question  is  what  they  are  worth 
now. 

Me.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston) :  I 
happen  to  know  tl»t  the  properties 
wluch  I  mentioned  as  costing  £550,000 
are  now  bringing  in  more  than  9  pei 
cent. 

•Sm  THOMAS  WHITTAKER:  In 
that  case  they  have  ample  means  to 
provide  a  sinking  fund.  According  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Oentieman,  of 
this  £550,000  as  much  as  £317,000  is  bor- 
rowed on  mortgage,  and  the  compensa- 
tion under  this  Bill  would  be  £116,000. 
In  other  words  the  holders  will  lose 
the  whole  of  their  investment  and  the 
mortgagees  nearly  two-thirds  of  theirs. 
That  implies  that  at  the  end  of  the 
period  nothing  will  be  available  but 
the  £116,000  compensation.  But  there 
will  still  be  the  premises.  Public-houses 
are  not  worth  nothing.  No  information 
is  given  as  to  their  present  value  or 
assessment.  But  there  cannot  be  the 
enormous  loss  calculated  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman ;  and  since  the 
owners  are  the  licensees,  they  will  get 
compensation  for  loss  of  business  as 
well  as  the  owners*  compensation.  If 
these  properties  fure  leasehold  how  long 
is  it  since  they  cost  £550,000 ;  and 
what  have  they  been  written  down  to 
now !  The  House  was  told  of  forty- 
three  other  houses  in  which  the  com- 
pensation actually  paid  was  £104^,000, 
and  in  respect  of  which  under  the  Bill 
the  owners  would  get  only  £18,000. 
That  can  only  be  because  they  are 
grossly  under-assessed.  The  annual 
market  value  should  be  the  assessment, 
and  if  it  were,  the  compensation  would 
work  out  as  ample.  It  means  that 
the  public  has  been  defrauded  of  rates 
and  taxes  and  that  these  great  values 
have  been  partially  created  by  so  de- 
frauding the  public.  Now  it  is  urged 
that  because  the  public  has  been  de- 
frauded so  long,  it  is  not  to  exercise 
its  legal  rights.  There  can  only  be  this 
inadequacy  of  .  ^^omp^uatioa  in  ^  cases 
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where  the  assessment  is  grossly  inade- 
quate.   The  Bill  gives  twelve  months 
to  put  this  state  of  afiaiiB  r^t,  and 
there  will  be  a  boonie  rush  to  get  it 
light.    I  dould  like  to  oome  to  the 
fi^ires    given   by   the   hon.  Member 
for   Coventry;    copies    of  which  he 
has  very  courteously  given   me.  He 
quoted  six  companies.   Five  of  these 
companies    published    their  balanoe- 
sheetB ;  and  one  of  them  not,  but  the 
partioulsn  were  given  to  the  hon. 
Member  and  th»efoie  I  shut  l^t  oom- 
pany  ofi.   I  take  the  five  companies 
whfwe  balance  sheets  have  been  published 
and  which  I  have  in  my  possession. 
These  companies  were  given  as  repre- 
sentative companies.    In  1907  two  of 
of  them  paid  dividends  of  3  per  cent., 
one  paid  3|  per  cent.,  another  paid  1 
per  cent.,  and  another  paid  nothing,  and 
has  not  paid  anything  for  years,  and  has 
not  paid  any  interest  for  years  on  its 
preference  shares.    Are  these  companies 
to  be  accepted  as  simple  cases  ?  There 
is  only  one  of  them  that  has  got  a  decent 
reserve  fund.   Three  out  of  the  other 
four  ought  not  to  have  paid  a  divdend 
at  all,  the  dividend  which  they  declared 
fllkould  have  gone  to  the  reserve  fund 
which  yras  too  small.   One  of  them 
ahowfi  a  deficiency  of  £800,000  in  its 
own  balance  sheet,  and  we  are  asked  to 
extend  our  deep  sympathy  towards  this 
company  on  account  of  the  loss  which  it 
will  suffer  under  this  Bill  <   The  loss 
was  got  at  by  taking  the  amount  at 
which  the  licensed  premises  stood  in  tixe 
balsAoe  sheets,  and  the  amount  they 
would  be  worth  when  tlie  licence  was 
gone.   I  find  that  in  the  premises  are 
included   the    brewery,   plant,  stocl^ 
houses  and  goods  in  houses,  loans  on 
mortgage,  wb  debts  of  the  people  to 
whom  uiey  sold  their  beer,  interest  aqd 
lenta  receivable,  and  goodwill   All  tiiat 
lA  iQcluded  in  the  assets,  and  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  1^  licensed  premises 
would   be  [worth  when  the  licences 
were  taken  away,  only  one  -  fifth  was 
estimated  as  remaining,  but  the  brewery, 
plant,  stock,  debts,  and  other  things 
were  all  there,  and  the  licence  mono- 
poly value  was  taken  at  four-fifths  of 
that  I   The    whole    thing   is  prepos- 
terous.  Take  the  case  of  one  brewery. 
The  property  is  said  to  be  worth 
£2,371,800,  and  at   the  end  of  tho 


time-limit  what  will  be  left  1  £474,360. ' 
But  I  find  that  the  brewery  alone  is  put 
down  |at   £466,000,   while   there  is 
in  addition  the  whole  of  the  houses, 
the  mortgages,  debts,  interest  and  rent 
now  due,  and  the  stock  in  the  houses. 
That  is  the  kind  of  way  in  which  the 
country  is  being  misled.   That  is  the  sort 
of  accoimtancy  and  expert  evidence  on 
which  the  companies  were  floated.  It 
is  a  preposterous  imposition  on  the 
credulity  of  the  public,  and  to  attempt 
to  fnghten  widows  and  poor  investcns 
by  a  policy  of  this  kind  in  order  to 
defeat  this  Bill  is  discreditable.  Expert 
evidence !  Ihave  looked  into  the  market 
value  of  these  five  companies,  and  I 
find  that  their  capiUl  is  £25,000,000, 
of  which   £22,000,000    is   quoted  on 
the     London     Stock     Exchange.  I 
want  to  know  what  was  the  value  of' 
it  before  this  Bill  was  ever  heard  of.' 
On  24th  February,  three  days  before 
the  Bill  was  introduced,  the  price  of  the " 
£22.000.000    quoted    was  £12,800,000, 
or  a  loss  of  £9,200,000,  nearly  50  per  cent. 
[An  Hon.  Mbuber  on  the  Ofpositiok 
Benches  :     The  Bill  was  mentioned  in 
the  Kin^s  Speech.]  If  I  were  to  go  back 
in  my  argument  I  could  show  that  the 
fall  took  place  long  before  the  Ein^^s 
Speech,  indeed  before  the  party  opposite 
went  out  of  office.    There  has  been  re- 
markably little  fall  in  brewery  stocks- 
since  the  present  Grovemment  came  into 
power ;  and  in  the  case  of  one  of  these 
companies,  the  stock  was  higher  after  the 
Bill  was  brought  in  than  before.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Coventry  estimated  that  th» 
loss  would  be  £18,548,000,  but  I  have 
shown  that  £9,200,000  has  gone  already. 
What  was  the  cause  of  that?   It  was 
not  the  King's   Speech.    I  have  the 
balance  sheet  of  a  London  brewery  com- 
pany for  1907-8  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  receipts  from  rents,  interest  on 
loans,  etc.  as  compared  with  1906-7 
have    declined    £5,300,   because  the 
tenants  of  the  public   houses  have 
found  it  increasingly  difficult  to  pay 
their  way.    Was  that  also  because  of  the 
King's  Speech  ?    The  only  reason  why 
they  should  find  increasing  difficulty 
to  pay  their  way  was  because  they  sold 
less  liquor  and  made  less  profit.  But 
that  was  not  the  result  of  the  King's 
Speech.   The  loss  shown      the  market 
TOlue  of  the  stockft,^,|^^  feflQaanwi^mei 
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I  have  mentioned  is  £9,200,000,  but  that 
is  not  all.  The  ordinfury  shares  stood  at 
£7,700,000,  but  practically  the  ordinary 
Bhazes  as  assets  have  gone  and  one-hal£ 
of  the  prdeience  capital  has  also  gone, 
and  they  cannot  replace  that.  What 
should  be  donel  If  these  companies 
write  down  their  capital  to  a  fair  amount 
they  can  face  the  future  with  equanimity. 
That  is  what  some  of  the  companies  did. 
But  we  have  companies  which  were 
floated  on  the  public  in  ih.e  booming  time 
where  the  debenture  and  preference  stock 
represent  the  whole  value  of  the  assets. 
The  promotersgot  in  cash thereal,  reason- 
able, normal  value  of  the  whole  concern, 
while  there  were  no  genuine  assets  against 
the  watered  stock  of  the  ordinary  shares, 
though  they  took  their  dividends  upon 
them.  And  yet  they  talk  to  us  about 
the  poor  investors  !  Others  have  drawn 
dividends  ranging  from  10  to  20  and  30 
per  cent,  whid^  oi^t  never  to  have  been 
taken  to  such  an  extent  until  ample 
revenues  had  been  built  up.  The 
*' Coach  and  Horses"  was  bought 
by  the  Portsmouth  United  Breweries 
Ciompany,  which  paid  a  dividend  of  30 
per  cent,  for  four  years,  and  they  had 
a  reserve  of  only  £10,000,  and  during 
these  four  years  apparently  they  had  not 
added  a  penny  to  reserve.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tslked  about  prudent  finance. 
That  is  not  prudent  finance. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  It 
is  prudent  finance  if  the  policy  of  the 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Home  Office 
is  carried  out. 

♦Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAKER : 
Another  company  had  a  reserve  of 

£170,000  and  during  the  last  twelve 
months  they  have  taken  £100,000  of 
that  reserve  and  distributed  it  as  a 
bonus  in  the  form  of  free  ordinary  shares 
to  the  ordinary  shareholders.  Th  it 
was  watering  their  capital.  There  are 
three  classes  of  brewery  companies. 
One  consists  of  good  and  sound,  reason- 
ably capitalised,  and  well  managed  con- 
cerns, paying  dividend  and  building  up 
a  sound  reserve  fund.  Next  we  have 
fair  companies  reasonably  capitalised, 
paying  too  much  dividend  and  setting 
aside  too  little  for  the  reserve.  There  is 
another  lot  of  companies  of  various 
grades  altogether  over-capitalised.  What 
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is  a  fair  capital  for  an  undertaking  of 
this  kind  ?    I  would  venture  to  say  that 
the  capital  should  not  be  more  than 
would  make  the  annual  net  profit  over 
the  whole  show  at  7  per  cent.    It  is  a 
risky  industrial  investment  depending 
on  the  -personnel  to  some  extent  of  the 
management,  and  7  per  cent,  over  the 
whole  would  pay  a  reasonable  capitalisa- 
tion.   If  they  had  done  that  with  one- 
third  debentures,  one-third  preference 
shares,  and  one-third  ordinary  shares,  they 
could  have  paid  a  handsome  dividend, 
keeping  up  a  good  reserve  fund  at  the 
same  time,  and  faced  this  BUI  with 
equanimity.   It  may  be  said  that  this 
is  ideal  and  fantastic,  but  I  have  gone 
into  the  accounts  of  142  brewery  com- 
panies, and  have  got  them  investigated, 
and  have  all  the  particulars  by  one  of 
the  best  firms  of  chartered  accountants 
in  the  City  of  London.    I  took,  first  of 
all,  thirty  good,  sound  companies,  with 
a  capital  of  £22,000,000.    Their  average 
net  profit  over  the  whole  concern  was 
8J  per  cent.    They  paid  an  average 
dividend  last  year — one  of  the  worst 
years  for  companies — of  12J  per  cent., 
and  they  put  aude  for  reserve  £319,000. 
The  total  reserve  of  these  companies  was 
£4,750,000—21  per  cent,  of  their  capital. 
If  we  take  half  of  their  premises — plant, 
loans,  stock,  and  goodwill — as  repre- 
senting the  monopoly  value  of  the  licensed 
houses,  these  brewery  companies  during 
the  next  fifteen  years,  by  doing  nothing 
more  than  they  have  done  during  the 
past  fifteen  years,  will  pay  their  average 
12^  per  cent,  dividend  all  along  the  line, 
and  at  the  end  wipe  ofi  th?  who.e  of  their 
licence  value.    In  making  this  calcula- 
tion nothing  is  put  down  for  an  increase 
of  trade  that  will  accrue  to  the  remaining 
houses  for  reduction  of  licences  or  for 
growth  of  population.    They  are  good 
average    brewery   companies    with  a 
large  number  of  tied  houses,  with  an 
average  capital  of  £750,000,  and  I  do 
not  include  special  concerns  like  Bass* 
or  Guinness*.  ;Then  there  are  thirty  com- 
panies that  I  will  describe  as  "good  to 
middling."    Their  capital  is  £13,000.000, 
and   the  average  is  £432,003.  Their 
average  profit  is   7   per    cent,  over 
the  whole,  and  the  average  dividend 
was  9i  per  cent,  last  year.    To  reserve 
they  put  past  £93,000,  and  the  reserve 
fund  ia  «.«|,Oi,,5.<3bB§te'"- 
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their  capital.    These  companies  can  meet 
this  Bill  and  wipe  out  the  whole  of 
theii  licence  value,    paying  6   to  7 
per     cent. '   every   year    from  now 
up    to     the     time     of     the  Umit 
expiry.    Here  is  no  ruin,  no  robbery. 
Then  I  have  another  batch  of  eighty-two 
which  I  describe  as  poor  and  weak. 
Their  share  capital  is  £75,000,000  and 
their  average  capital  is  £900,000  each. 
Pour  are  in  liquidation;  thirty-three  of 
them,  with  a  capital  of  £27,500,000, 
not  only  pay  nothing  on  their  ordinary 
shares  but  are  in  arrears  on  their  prefer- 
ence   shares.     Their    debentures  are 
£13,000,000  and  their  ordinary  shares 
£4,000,000,  while  their  reserve  fond  is 
only  £357,000.   Fourteen  of  them  have 
no  reserve  at  all,  and  the  average  of  the 
lot  is      per  cent,  reserve.   They  have 
divided  almost  every  penny  they  can  lay 
their  hands  on.    Then  I  come  to  twenty- 
four  which  pay  no  dividend  upon  their 
ordinary   -shares.      Their    capital  is 
£13,000,000  and  their  resorve  fund  is 
£705,000,or5|  percent.,  and  someofthem 
have  no  reserve  fund  at  all.    It  is  from 
these  companies  that  there  come  the  hard 
cases  which  have  been  circulated,  and 
whenever  a  man  writes  to  the  papers 
and  says  he  will  take  an  actual  case 
it  is  invariably  one  of  these.   Many  of 
them  had  lost  half  their  share  capital 
before  iAiia  present  Government  came 
into  office.   Then  I  will  take  twenty-one 
companies  which  pay  dividends  of  from 
1  to  3  per  cent.     Their  capital  is 
£32,500,000  and  their  reserve  £1,450,000, 
or  4J  per  cent.    They  ought  never  to 
have  paid  their  dividends  in  most  cases. 
There  you  have  142  companies  represent- 
ing £110,000,000  of  capital  with  reserves 
running  down  from  21  per  cent,  to  2} 
per  cent,  and  some   <h  them  1  per 
cent.    Their  average    dividend  runs 
from  12J  per  cent,  to  nil.   There  are 
150  other  companies,  with  a  capital  of 
£50,000,000,  which  do  not  issue  public 
balance  sheets,  and  you  camiot  get  them, 
as  they  will  not  seiul  them ;  but  I  have 
dealt  with  those  representing  a  capital 
of  £110,000,000,  and  those  represent 
three-fourths  of  the  brewery  companies 
and  licensed  houses  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  therefore  I  think  you  have  a  fair 
idea  of  what  the  position  is.    Good  and 
sound  companies,  thoroughly  good  ones, 
can  take  this  Bill  in  their  stride  and 


never  turn  a  hair.    A  great  many  others 
can  go  along  and  pay  6  or  7  per  cent., 
and  a  great  many  of  the  others  camiot 
do  it  because  they  are  over-capitalised 
and  are  not  paying  dividends  ontheiz 
ordinary  shares  to-day,  and  therefore 
obviously  ouj^t  to  be  reconstructed 
and  largely  written  down.    May  I  take 
another  view,  and  that  ia.  What  is  the 
amount  of  capital  in  the  trade  at  stake 
under  this  Bill  ?    What  is  the  monopoly 
value  ?    I  mentioned  in  the  debates 
of   1904   that   my   estimate   of  the 
market    value    of    the    licences  in 
England  and  Wales  was  £125,000,000. 
That  is  the  reiult  of  rather  a  high 
estimate,  and  they  have  fallen,  tlwy 
have  come  down  now,  and  they  are  not 
worth  more  than  £100,000,000.    I  took 
the  estimates  of  the  Brewers^  Almanac 
and  the  Brewers'  Society  of  the  capital 
of  the  trade,  and  if  yon  deduct  from  their 
estimate  a  reasonable   allowance  for 
Scotland  and  IreUnd  you  will  find,  ex- 
traordinarily, that  both  these  estimates 
come  out  at  something  hke  £190,000,000 
as  the  total  capital  value  of  all  the 
breweries   and   licensed   properties  in 
England  and  Wales.     Therefore,  when 
people  talk  and  write  about  £200,000,000 
and  £300,000,000  as  being  the  value  of 
the  licences  alone,  they  do  not  know 
what  they  are  talking  abont  and  are 
altogether  wide  of  the  mark.     Of  that 
£190,000,000,    how    much  represents 
monopoly    value  ?    About     half,  or 
£95,000,000  or  close  upon  my  £100,000,000. 
During  the  time-limit  a  number  of  these 
houses  will  be  wiped  out  and  paid  for. 
They  will  get  £12,000,000,  and  that 
leaves  £83,000.000  to  be  provided  by 
the  trade  at  the  mA  of  the  time-limit, 
and  they  have  altogether  got  towards 
this  in  one  way  or  another,  £20,000,000 
in  the  shape  of  reserve  fimds  or  amounts 
already  written  off.    An  hon.  Gentle- 
man smiles,  but  I  am  dealing  with 
what  the  trade  has    got  to  do.  I 
am  not  arguing  the  justice  but  the 
possibilities,  and  I  say  that  goit^  on 
these  lines  we  have  got  the  sum  down  to 
£83,000,000  which  has  to  be  met,  and 
towards  that  they  have  got  £20,000,000. 
That  means  that  they  have  £63,000,000 
to  provide— call  it  roughly  £70,000,000— 
which  at  4  per  cent,  means  £3,500,000 
a  year,  and  at  5  per  cent.  £3,250,000. 
That  is  what  the^.^te^^g^^h. 
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and  I  say  that  every  other  trade  in  the 
coontty  almost  every  year  of  its  exis- 
tence has  to  cope  with  greater  variations 
of  cost  and  prices  than  there  are  in  this 
trade.  What  did  you  do  with  the  sugar 
and  confectionery  trade  1  You  caUei 
upon  them  to  deal  with  a  tax  of 
£6,000,000  in  one  year.  Take  the  woollen 
trade,  in  which  my  constituency  is  inter- 
ested ;  they  will  let  you  know  something 
about  variations  in  leoent  prices  of  wool. 
Every  trade  has  its  variations  to  deal  with, 
and  this  can  be  done  with  ease,  and  the 
trade  will  be  in  a  sounder  position  in  the 
end  thin  they  are  now,  and  we  only 
compel  what  sound  finance  dictates. 
We  are  told  that  the  compensation  is 
inadequate ;  butit  will  only  be  inadequate 
if  the  assessment  is  under  the  mark. 
We  were  told  by  the  hon.  Member  ^or 
Kingston  that  it  is  unjust  that  these 
people  should  pay  the  levy  and  get 
nothing,  that  they  are  put  in  the 
position  of  paying  for  an  insurance,  and 
they  should  get  something  in  the  end. 
He  seeded  at  the  idea  that  people  would 
ever  pay  for  life  insurance  on  this  basis. 
I  know  sonwthing  about  life  insurance, 
and  he  will  find  tluit  there  are  thousands 
of  policies  issued  every  year  to  cover  i^e 
•contingency  of  death  during  a  given 
period.  If  the  death  occurs  during  th^^t 
period  the  insurers  will  get  the  money, 
but  if  the  life  survives  they  will  get 
nothing,  and  if  you  want  to  insure 
sometlung  on  death  or  at  the  end 
of  the  term  of  insurance  as  well  as 
insurance  during  the  time,  you  pay  a 
higher  premium.  It  is  a  matter  of  tem- 
porary and  contingent  insurance.  If 
you  insure  your  house  against  fire  you  do 
not  expect  to  have  the  money  at  the  end  if 
you  do  not  have  a  fire.  This  is  a  case 
of  mutual  insurance  and  the  position  is 
this :  Wliat  it  means  is  that  u»  licence- 
holder  has  to  have  a  fourteen  years  run 
'  or  compensation,  and  he  will  have  either 
the  run  or  be  compensated,  but  he  does 
not  have  both  the  run  and  the  com- 
pensation. It  is  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  the  run  or  the  compensation. 
•  Then  the  hon.  Glentleman  says  that  at 
the  end  of  the  time  the  trade  will  go  on 
but  the  State  will  take  the  profit.  That 
is  not  so.  The  brewer  will  main  his 
ordinary  wholesale  profit  of  the  brewing 
trade,  the  retailer  will  make  the  ordi- 
nary profit  on  what  he  sells  in  his  publio- 

SkThmoM  JFMttaker. 


Bm.  1480 

house.  It  is  the  monopoly  profit  which 
the  State  will  take  and  nothing  mon. 
Someone  says :  "  How  would  yon  lila 
it  ?  "  Well,  if  I  were  the  tenant  of  a 
shop,  having  bought  the  business  carried 
on  in  the  shop  under  an  annual 
tenancy  at  a  very  low  rent,  and  the 
landlord  came  to  me  and  said  :  **Tou 
got  that  shop  at  too  low  a  rent.  Quite 
true,  you  bought  the  business  wit^  the 
shop  at  a  low  rent,  and  you  perhaps 
expected  it  to  go  on,  but  I  never  said 
it  would,  and  I  really  must  have  a 
proper  rent  for  it ;  but  you  may  have 
calculated  at  the  time  that  it  would  go 
on,  and  I  will  give  you  fourteen  years 
notice,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  I 
will  have  a  proper  rent."  What  should 
I  say  1  I  should  say :  "I  Have  got 
the  most  generous  landlord  in  the 
country."  Now  something  has  been 
made  of  the  aute-1869  beer-houses.  Every 
one  knows  that  the  1869  be€*-house  has 
a  special  and  privileged  position,  but  it 
is  a  mistake  to  think  that  the  Act  of 
1869  gave  it  that  position ;  it  was  in  a 
much  more  privikged  position  before 
that  Act,  which  took  away  some  of  its 
privileges  but  left  it  with  some  privileges. 
It  did  not  create  privileges,  it  left  t^m 
with  some,  and  the  conditions  on  which 
licences  were  granted  to  ante-1869  beer- 
houses have  been  more  than  once  altered 
by  the  State,  and  it  was  never  implied 
that  they  would  never  be  altered  again. 
[A  laugh.]  The  hon.  Member  scofte  at 
that,  but  let  me  give  him  an  illustra- 
tion. He  will  remember  that  the  Act 
of  1869  also  gave  this  special  privilege 
to  "  off  "  beer  licences,  and  "  off  "  and 
"  on "  were  in  the  same  position,  but 
Parliament  took  it  away  from  the  "  off  " 
under  the  Bill  of  1882,  and  did  it  at 
the  instigation  of  the  trade.  The  liquor 
trade  did  not  like  these  outside  traders, 
and  the  late  Lord  Ktchie,  as  Captain 
Ritchie,  promoted  that  Bill  at  the  insti- 
gation of  the  trade  and  carried  it  through. 
The  trade,  when  it  suited  their  purpose, 
wiped  out  the  special  provision  in  the 
case  of  the  "  off  "  licences  without  any 
fourteen  years  notice.  Moreover,  they 
brought  about  the  Over  Darwen  cases.  It 
wasthe  trade  that  opposed  this  renewalof 
licences  at  Over  Darwen  and  got  seven  or 
eight -and-twenty  of  them  wiped  out  with- 
out a  moments'  concern.  What  did  they 
do  for  the  unemployed^    It  is  a  very 
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differeat  thing  if  they  do  it,  but  why, 
if  it  is  fair  to  deprive  the  "oft" 
Ant«-1889  licence  of  its  spedal  poaition, 
is  it  unjost  to  do  the  same  &>r  the  ante- 
1«S9  "on"  Uoencef  Ur.  Candy,  Q.G., 
«n  that  occasion  told  the  licensed 
victuaHers    that    they    were  very 
unwise  in  acting  as  they  did,  and  said 
they  had  been  making  whips  for  the 
backs  of  others  which  would  some  day 
be  used  upon  themselves.  Something 
was  said  about  "  resuming  property  you 
bad  parted  with."   The  State  has  not 
parted  with  it  in  any  such  sense  as  is  thus 
implied,  and  we  are  not  going  to  resume 
it  in  any  such  sense.  If  you  let  a  house 
on  an  annual  tenancy  you  part  with 
the  use  and  occupation  of  it  for  the  time, 
«nd  at  the  end  of  the  year  you  may 
resume  possession  of  it.    It  does  not  mean 
that  you  are  taking  property  from  the 
tenant.   He  hasonlyhad  the  use  <d  itfor 
« limited  time  on  -certain  conditions,  and 
yon  are  only  going  to  resume  possession 
i»f  yonr  own.    It  was  never  his,  in  the 
sense  of  ownership.   Nothing  that  the 
tenant  may  have  presumed  can  possibly 
affect  the  owner's  rights,  and  the  State 
ts  in  the  same  position.    All  this  trouble 
has  arisen  because  the  brewers  have 
departed  from  their  legitimate  buuness. 
They  have  ignored  the  intention  of 
the  law ;   they  have  ignored  the  public 
convenience.    They  have  evaded  what 
the  law  intended,  and  themselves  caused 
the  inflation  of  prices  which  is  now  going 
to  hang  them.    They  aimed  at  defeating 
the  public  interest,  and  at  preventing 
free  competition  and  supply.  Then 
there  is  another  thing.   It  is  a  poticy 
of  grasping  greed.    They  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  wholesale  profit,  but  must 
liave  half  the  retail  profit  as  well,  and 
Trhat  has  been  the  result  ?    During  all 
these  yeara  they  have  squeezed  half  the 
profits  of  the  publican's  trade  out  of 
th*»  publican.    They  have  squeezed  out 
lialf  their  profits,  and  having  got  that 
they  make  it  a  ground  for  claiming  better 
treatment,  and  make  it  a  reason  for 
3)reventing  us  from  exercising  our  rights. 
The  tied  houses  have  long  been  one  of 
the  curses  of  this  country.    A  Committee 
in  1818  reported  on  this  matter,  and 
this  is  what  they  said — 
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caoaot  reprobate  in  too  strong  terms  the  dis- 
graceful practice  among  brewers  of  suppljrit^ 
proprietuy  houses  with  inferior  liqoor  to  that 
which  the  retail  part  of  the  trade  arc  supplied 
with." 


"  We  view  with  apprehemsion  the  spread 
wf  proprietary  public  houses,  regarding  it  as  an 
.abnse  of  the  liceDsing  system,  and  feel  we 


They  also  give  a  forecast  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill,  for  in  their  Report  to 
this  House  they  suggest  an  enactment  of 
"some  prospective  law  which,  at  a  given 
period,"  shiill  direct  the  magistrate  to 
refuse  licences  to  such  houses  as  shall  be 
shown  to  be  in  substance  the  property  of 
a  brewer.  Sixty  years  later,  another 
committee,  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  reported  on  this  question. 
A  committee  which  had  the  Duke  of 
Westminster  for  its  Chairman,  the  Arch- 
bishops of  Canterbury  and  York,  Dr. 
Magee,  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough, 
LordKimberley,  Lord  Aberdare,  and  Lord 
Colleston,  among  its  members.  None  of 
those  were  Socialists  ;  none  of  them  could 
be  described  as  robbers  and  confiscators. 
What  did  they  do  ?  Having  referred  to 
the  reduction  in  the  number  of  licenced 
houses  in  proportion  to  population  which 
had  followed  the  legislation  of  1869  and 
1872,  they  said— 

' '  The  effect  of  this  legislation  has  been  largely 
to  raise  the  value  of  this  property,  and  it  would 
seem  but  just  that  the  pubUo  should  receive  a 
greater  portion  than  utherto  of  the  profits 
of  a  monopoly  thus  artificially  created." 

That  comes  from  the  other  end  of  this 

building— 

'*  The  Committee  recommeni  that  a  con- 
siderable increase  should  be  made  in  the  duty  on 
excise  licences."  4i 

That  was  what  the  Lords  thought  of  this 
at  the  end  of  forty  years,  and  these  tied- 
houses  stiU  continue  to  corrupt  the  ad- 
ministration  and  evade  the  law.  One  ot 
these  committees  reported  that  one  of  the 
great  brewing  firms  in  London,  a  firm 
which  still  exists,  engaged  as  its  solicitor 
the  clerk  to  the  justices  at  Bow  Street, 
and  also  the  clerkto  thelicensingjustices. 
It  is  shown  that  in  those  days  you  could 
not  get  a  licence  until  you  made  an 
arrangement  with  the  brewer  to  talra 
his  beer  and  then  through  the  olerk, 
to  the  justices,  the  brewers*  solicitor 
you  got  a  licence.  The  whole  thing  was 
mancBUvred.  Now  let  me  give  two 
precedents.  We  did  away  with  the  slave 
trade ;  we  abolished  it  and  we  paid  not  a 
farthing  as  compensation.  When  we 
gave  compensation  it  was  because  we 
took  the  daves  who  were  the  property  of 
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their  owner  and  equivalent  to  his  stock. 
We  stopped  the  trade  in  which  miUions 
were  invested  without  paying  a  penny  in 
compensation.  But  when  we  took  the 
slaves,  the  permanent  property  of  their 
owneiB,  did  we  pay  theii  full  value  1  No. 
We  gave  a  time  notice  and  commatation. 
Bat  I  have  a  better  case  than  that, 
the  case  of  the  Church  leases.  For  200 
years  the  Church  authorities  of  this 
country  granted  leases  of  church  property 
on  such  terms  as  the  law  allowed,  but 
they  always  renewed  them  on  payment 
of  a  fine.  They  either  leased  for  lives  or 
for  three  terms  of  seven  years  each, 
making  twenty-one  years  in  all,  and 
they  always  renewed.  The  expectation 
of  renewal  became  an  exceedingly  valu- 
able property.  The  expectation  was 
bought,  sold,  and  bequeathed.  Death 
duties  were  charged  on  it.  The  Court  of 
Chancery  in  settling  marriage  settlements 
settled  the.  expectation  of  renewal  on 
grand  childr«i  and  great  grand  children. 
A  great  amount  of  property  was  built  on 
land  leased  in  this  way,  and  when  the 
matter  had  to  be  settled  by  the  Cburt 
as  it  had  in  some  cases,  the  Court  of 
Chancery  gave  the  tenants  tvo-thirds 
and  the  Church  one-third  of  the  value. 
In  1860  everyone  of  these  leases  was  put 
an  end  to.  In  I860  they  decided  that 
after  1884  there  should  be  no  eztenuon 
of  any  leases.  These  leases  were  in  three 
terms  of  seven  years  each.  As  soon  as 
one  of  these  terms  ran  out,  leaving  four- 
teen years  to  run  it  had  been  the  in- 
variable custom  to  grant  another  term 
so  as  to  keep  three  terms  going.  There 
was  not  a  lease  that  had  less  than  four- 
teen years  to  run.  So  that  all  th^  got 
was  an  addition  of  ten  years.  But 
those  which  were  not  so  short  as  fourteen 
years  got  less.  The  average  extension  of 
lease  was  from  five  to  ten  years  and 
these  leases  were  terminated  by  a 
time-notice.  I  commend  that  to  the 
notice  of  the  lawyers  of  this  House 
with  due  hope  that  they  will  look 
into  it.  We  have  no  desire  to  do  in- 
justice, we  have  every  desire  not  to  do 
an  injustice,  to  anyone.  The  suggestion 
that  we  are  vindictive  to  the  trade  is 
absolutely  untrue.  We  have  no  personal 
interest  of  any  kind.  We  are  doing  our 
best  to  grapple  with  what  admittedly  is 
a  gigantic  evil.  We  have  heard  little  of 
that  evil  from  the  other  side.   All  the 
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talk  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  has  been 
about  property  of  interest  and  of  divi- 
dends. Property  in  what  ?  In  a  right 
to  debase,  to  degrade,  and  to  destroy.  We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
Socialism.  I  am  one  of  the  last  in  the 
world  who  would  be  regarded  a  Socialist, 
and  I  agree  with  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Prime  Minister  when  he  said  the  real 
friends  of  property  were  making  a 
great  mistake  in  associating  with  other 
classes  of  property  annual  licences. 
Temperance  reform  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  licoiaed  trade  are  sntagcnistic, 
and  therefore  any  attempt  to  bring  about 
temperance  reform,  and  also  maintain  the 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  trade, 
is  futile.  All  we  can  do  is  to  make  some 
arrangement,  some  compromise,  by  which 
the  people  who  have  invested  money  in 
the  trade  can  with  ordinary  prudence 
and  care  get  the  reasonable  value  of 
these  licences  baok  during  tiiis  period  of 
time.  And  I  venture  to  say  I  have 
brou^t  &cts  to  show  that  it  is  perfectly 
feasible  to  do  so  by  all  concerned.  There- 
fore I  ask  the  House  to  take  this  sub- 
stantial step  forward  in  a  direction 
which  will  do  much  to  promote  the  well- 
being  and  happiness  of  our  nation. 

•Mb.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney.  S.)  : 
I  rise  for  tiie  purpose  of  renewing, 
in  a  humble  sort  of  way,  the  opposi- 
tion I  felt  constrained  to  offer  to  this 
Bill  on  its  First  Reading — an  opposition 
based  upon  the  ground  that  the  Bill 
is  founded  upon  a  total  misapprehen* 
aion  of  the  true  character  of  the  drink 
evil ;  that  it  is  an  unnecessary  Bill,  and 
that  it  is  an  unjust  one.  I  confess  in 
approaching  it  from  that  point  of  view, 
I  felt  for  a  little  time  in  some  difficulty  a» 
to  how  I  was  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
to  whose  remarkable  speech  we  have  just 
listened.  For  a  time  I  was  reminded  of 
the  saying  of  a  learned  Judge  who,  after 
listening  for  several  hours  to  an  eminent 
counsel^s  technical  a^ument,  said — 

**  I  cannot  mufeM  to  have  followed  yon 
tfaroagh  the  whole  of  your  arguments,  Imt 
th^  are  far  too  technical  not  to  preraiL" 

As  regards  much  of  the  speech,  I  was 
beginning  to  believe  that  I  was  totally 
mistaken  hitherto  in  my  conception ; 
that  the  whole  licensing  ey&tem  was  in  the 
hands  of  certain  heartless,  wicked,  and 
hopelessly  improvident  public  companiei^ 
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whon  conduct  luw  bem  immoral  tihion^- 
out,  and  wliose  system  of  finance  is  xotten 
to  t^e  core,  and  yet  upon  whom  a  com- 
passionate Liberal  Government  proposes 
to  confer  some  skilfully-disguised  financial 
blessing  which  only  the  highly-technical 
knowledge  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
Valley  could  make  clear  to  the  House. 
But,  after  all,  I  remembered  that  there 
wew  some  persons  engaged  in  this  trade 
who  were  imcouiected  with  Inewery 
companies,  and  on  that  point  I  thought 
we  might  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  or  two. 
When,  however,  the  hon.  Member  came 
down  from  the  region  of  high  finance  in 
which  he  gave  the  House  credit  for  graater 
intelligence  and  understandhig  than  I 
profess  to  possess,  and  when  he  came  to 
apply  some  of  those  high  theories  to 
practical  tests,  then  I  thought  I  should 
have  no  more  difficulty  in  putting  him 
light  m  his  figures  than  I  shall  have  in  a 
few  minutes*  time  in  putting  him  right  in 
his  law.    The  difficulty  one  feels  in  deal- 
ing with  the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends 
is  that  their  facts,  figures,  and  arguments, 
like  their  faith  in  this  matter,  have  be- 
come an  obsession,  and  when  a  man  has 
reached  that  fanatical  stage  anyone  who 
seeks  to  question  his  views  is  put  in  the 
category  of  unrighteous  sons  of  darkness. 
Still,  I  think  I  can  show  that  these  ardent 
exponents  of  temperance  reform  may  be 
living  in  a  fool's  paradise  in  regard  to 
their   facts   and   figures.   Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  pursuing  my  attitude  of 
opposition  to  this  measure,  I  am  not 
deterred  by  the  fact  that  an  hon.  Member 
said  titat  my  opposition  was  the  hall- 
mark of  the  real  merits  of  this  Bill- 
though  it  is  very  difficult  to  reconcile  that 
observation  with  the  frantic  appeals 
which  I  have  received  from  the  society 
of  which  he  is  a  distinguished  officer  to 
reconsider  my  position,  nor  am  I  to  be 
deterred  by  the  fact  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  SoUcitor-Gksneral,  in  one  of  those 
moments  of  inexpensive  generosity  which 
frequently  accompany  the  sudden  advent 
of  great  prosperity,  even  in  the  Celtic 
character,  made  a  present  of  my  support 
to  the  Party  opposite.  All  I  have  to  say  on 
that  subject  is  that  however  long  I  may  be 
spared  to  be  a  Member  of  this  House, 
my  support  may  always  be  rather  given 
away  than  bought  or  sold.   And  in 
pursuing  this  line,  neither  will  I  be 
deterred  by  the  hon.  Sfember  for  Appleby, 


BiJk 


who  Bud  in  the  course  of  his  speech  that 

this  was  a  struggle  between  the  forces  of 
good  and  evil.  I  respectfully  associate 
myself  with  what  I  may  call  the  well- 
deserved  castigation  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin  administered  to  the  Member 
for  Appleby,  for  what  he  called  the  arro- 
gance and  insolence  of  that  phrase.  But 
if  the  right  hon.  Member  for  South  DubUik 
had  known  what  a  Parliamentary  refine- 
ment that  was  compared  with  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Appleby  has  said  else- 
where, he  would  doubtless  have  made 
the  castigation  even  more  severe,  be- 
cause the  hon.  Member  for  Appleby  said 
on  another  occasion  not  that  the  stniggl* 
was  between  good  and  evil,  but  between 
Heaven  and  Hdl. 

•Mb.  LEIF  JONES:  I  was  referring  t» 
a  quotation  from  Mr.  Buxton,  an  eminent 
brewer,  who  wrote  on  this  question. 

•Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  WeU,  Sir,  I  have 
heard  of  a  certain  distinguished  potentate 
quotii^r  scripture  to  suit  his  purpose,  but 
when  it  comes  to  a  temperance  reformer 
quoting  an  eminent  brewer  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emphasising  his  views,  then  I  fe^ 
that  I  must  look  upon  his  statement  with 
some  amount  of  suspicion.  But  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  deny  that  when  he 
quoted  the  eminent  brewer  he  wholly 
aidoptod  him.  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
on  any  complicated  theologi(»d  question, 
as  to  how  far  the  reverend  pr«atea  ol 
Manchester  and  other  places  are  the 
forces  of  Hell  or  the  forces  of  Heaven ; 
but  I  do  protest  generally  against  this 
class  of  argmnent  on  a  purely  political 
question.  I  should  have  thought  that 
the  meanest  unenities  of  this  House 
would  have  given  credit  to  all  parties  in 
it  for  the  fuUest  intenticm  and  demre  to 
deal  with  this  great  evil. 

•Mb.  LEIF  JONES  :  Perhaps  the  hon^ 
Member  will  allow  me  to  explain.  I  do 
not  want  to  be  constantly  interrupting 
him.  I  made  no  charge  against  the 
character  of  those  who  are  opposing  the 
Bill  at  all.  They  are  defending  a  bad 
cause,  but  good  men  have  done  that 
many  times  before. 


•Mb.  BOTTOMLEY 
disclaimer  of  the  hon.  M< 
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«8  it  applies  to  me,  and  I  am  to  talce  it 
that,  in  a  dialectical  eenae  only,  I  am  on 
tiie  ^de  of  Hell  against  Heaven.  But  I 
would  venture  to  say  that  the  observa- 
tion does  occur  to  me  that,  whether  or  not 
it  be  true  that  righteousneas  exalteth 
a  nation,  self-righteousnesa  does  not 
«zalt  the  dignity  or  character  of  debate 
in  this  House.  I  will  endeavoui  to 
ftnswer  some  of  the  arguments  used  by 
tile  Blember  for  Spen  Valley  as  I  go 
ftlong.  Now,  Sir,  I  listened  to  the  Prime 
SOnister  on  the  First  Reading,  and  I  had 
e  suspicion  at  the  time  of  what  I  found 
to  be  the  fact,  and  which  reminded  me 
of  an  event  which  has  occurred  in  the 
lives  of  many  of  us,  namely,  when  the 
lunily  physician  buists  into  the  room 
and  conve3rB  to  us  the  tidings  of  a  new 
offspring  whose  merits  and  charms  he 
£nd8  it  impossible  to  exaggerate.  But 
when  we  come  to  make  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  new  arrival,  we  invariably  find 
it  to  be  the  ordinary  commonplace  sort 
of  a  squalling  brat.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  carelessly 
or  intentionally  misled  the  House,  but 
there  were  one  or  two.proTisions  in  the 
Bill  which,  in  his  espodtion  of  it,  must 
have  escaped  his  memory.  He  did  not 
tell  us,  for  instance,  that  whereas  a 
wealthy  gentleman  at  the  West  End  is  to 
remain  at  liberty  to  purchase  wholesale 
{piantities  of  wines  and  spirits  at  his 
club,  the  working-man  is  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  take  home  half-a-pint  of  beer 
or  a  half-quartern  of  gin,  perhaps  for  the 
mollification  of  his  wife  when  he  arrives 
home  rather  late,  orfor  any  other  purpose. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  tell  us 
of  the  provision,  to  my  mind  an  ex- 
traordinary provision,  in  this  Bill,  ex- 
tending Sunday  closing  to  passenger 
vesselB.  He  said  nothing  about  the 
conditions  under  which  the  captain  of 
tiie  vessel  who  has  to  navigate  it  is  to 
take  care  that  he  is  not  running  the  risk 
of  being  fined  £50  for  any  person  being 
on  board  his  vessel  in  a  state  of  inebria- 
tion.f,  Nor  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tell  us  of  another  extraordinary  provision 
which  would  affect  overworked  police- 
men and  add  to  their  duties.  Not  only 
has  a  policeman  to  take  notes  of  street- 
comer  lecturers,  and  main  notes  of  any 
blasphemy,  and  of  lost  dogs  and  of 
itinerant  bookmakers,  but  he  is  to  have 
tiirown  upon  him  the  further  duty  when- 

Mr.  BotimUy, 


ever  he  sees  a  bzever's  van  delxvenng 
goods  of  inspecting  the  oider-boolc  to 
see  that  it  coiieotly  records  the  goods  to 
be  delivered.   The  officer  has  to  talra  oat 
his  pencil,  he  has  to  examine  the  delivery 
book,  and  he  has  to  do  double  entry  and 
make  a  balance.   No  wonder  witii  these 
additional  duties  put  npon  the  poSce  that 
the  Camden  Town  murderer  is  still  at 
Isj^.  We  have  also  had  an  expositicm 
of  the  Bill  bj  various  IGnistets  both  in 
the  House  and  out  of  it,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  find  that  I  have  not  the 
sUghtest  reason  to  modify  the  attitude  I 
took  on  the  last  occasion.    On  what 
does  the  Bill  proceed  !    It  proceeds,  first 
of  all,  on  the  assumption  that  there  is  an 
immediate,  definite,  scientific  connect«Hi 
betweoi  the  extent  of  tiie  fadHtiiw  for 
obtaining  alcoholic  drink  and  extent 
of  the  drink  evil   That  is  the  &Bt 
hypothesis,  because  the  whole  operative 
force  of  the  Bill,  except  in  regard  to  such 
minor  matters  as  I  have  just  referred  to, 
proceed  on  this  basis.  I  say  in  the 
presence  of  the  hon.  Member  ittt  Spen 
Vall^  and  his  temperance  coUeagoes, 
and  I  say  it  -mXk  a  knowled^  of  the 
statistics  and  history  of  this  matter 
second  only  to  his  own,  tiukt  there  is  not 
an  atom  of  evidence  anywhere  in  justifi- 
cation of  that  contention.   You  may 
pick  out  here  and  thrae  two  or  three  or 
four  instances  where  the  reduction  in 
facilities  has  resulted  in  less  drunkeimesa. 
On  the  other  hand,  yon  may  ^ck  out 
tiionaands  of  oases  where  the  reverse  has 
been  the  eSect.    It  is  not,  however, 
a  question  of  arrests  for  drunkenness. 
That,    it   has   rightiy   been  pointed 
out,  may  be  a  matter  of  the  greater 
or  lesser  activity  of  the  police.  -The 
test  of  the  efficacy  of  this  kind  <^ 
legislation  is  this: — Do  you  get  a  less 
t^xX  consumption  of  alcoholic  liquor  t 
That  is  the  test,  and  nothing  else. 
I  make  myself  responsible  for  the  state- 
ment of  the  fact  that  whereas  the  drink- 
ing habits  of  the  people  have  been 
steadily   decreasing   during   the  past 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  those  decreases 
have  taken  place  mainly  where  restric- 
tive l^islation  has  been  least  enforced. 
Wherever  you  have  had  restrictions  yon 
have  had  as  a  gweral  rule,  eithra  sta- 
tionary or  increased  consumption  of 
alcoholic  drink.    One  does  not  require 
to  know  more  than  a-4ittle  of  human 

Digitized  by  VjiOOglC 


1489  Liansing  {30  April  1908}  BiH  li90 


nature  to  lealise  that  that  wotdd  be  the 
case.  Licensing  statistics  confiim  my 
statement  that  licensing  lestrictions  have 
never  brought  about  a  less  consumption 
of  alcoholic  drink.  The  Report  of  the 
Hoyal  Commission  itself  teems  witti 
opinions  to  that  effect.  Official  statistics 
of  countries  which  have  restrictive  legis- 
lation—Scotland, Walea,  and  Ireland- 
show  that  they  are  becoming  every  year 
more  drunken.  In  Glasgow  I  find  the 
sathorities  meeting,  according  to  their 
agendas,  to  consider  "  the  alarming 
increase  in  drunkenness."  When  I 
come  to  deal  with  Sunday  closing,  I  will 
show  that  every  Monday  mormng  the 
charges  of  drunkenness  m  Glasgow  are 
about  equivalent  to  the  chutes  we  get 
in  iHmdon  after  a  Bank  Holiday.  I  do 
not  want  to  go  over  the  same  ground 
again  and  again,  but  to  give  one  striking 
instance.  I  have  investigated  the  figures 
for  the  nearest  Continental  places  I  can 
get.  In  France  there  is  practically  free 
trade  in  drink.  Any  rebpectable  citizen 
of  France  may  open  what,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  discussion,  one  must  cadi 
a  public-house.  That  public-house  may, 
practically  speaking,  remain  open  al- 
ways. Let  me  give  the  House  what, 
to  my  mind,  is  a  most  startling  fact — 
which  abbolntely  disposes  of  the  sug- 
gestion that  restriction  has  any  bearing 
upon  the  question  of  drunkennesB.  With 
free  trade  in  France,  and  unlimited 
hours,  what  does  the  House  thinb^were 
the  total  charge  of  drunkenness  through- 
out all  France  last  year  ?  Just  to  get 
a  comparative  idea  I  think  the  average 
in  London  alone  is  something  like  400 
a  day,  although  on  a  Sunday  it  is  very 
much  less ;  whilst  for  the  whole  of 
England  it  is  200,000  a  year.  But  the 
total  number  of  charges  of  drunkenness 
■in  France  during  the  whole  of  last  year 
were  62S  and  for  Paris,  270.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley  commented  on 
the  fact  that  we  had  60  per  cent,  more 
licensed  premises  in  proportion  to  popu- 
lation than  Scotland  had.  We  have 
00  per  cent,  more  licensed  premises 
and  much  lesa  drunkenness.  I  will 
not  follow  refdteiweb  to  Sidney  Smith 
<it  to  the  17th  century,  but  I  will 
content  myself  with  the  reference  to 
the  official  figures  issued  by  the 
Home  Office,  that  there  is  no  evidence 
anywhere  that  restrictive  licensing  legis' 


lation  has  reduced  the  total  consumption 

of  drink.  I  am  glad  to  say  there  has 
been  a  reduction,  but  you  cannot  asso- 
ciate that  diminution  with  restrictive 
legislation.  The  next  idea  of  the  Gov- 
ernment seems  to  be  that  Sunday  must 
be  chosen  for  special  le^lation.  In  the 
provinces  the  Sunday  hours  are  reduced 
as  compared  with  those  in  London,  bat 
nobody  can  tell  us  why.  Does  the 
Government  mean  that  the  provinces 
are  less  able  to  withstand  temptation? 
The  extraordinary  power  is  given  by  this 
BUI  to  make  the  condition  on  a  renewal 
of  a  licence  of  absolute  or  partial  Sunday 
closing.  If  there  is  some  specnal  evil 
attaching  to  Sunday  opening,  why  is  it 
left  to  the  justices  and  not  to  Farlumeat 
to  deal  with  it  ?  The  Prime  Bfinister 
said  that  this  is  one  of  the  things  recom- 
mended by  the  Royal  Commission.  Yes, 
but  the  Royal  Commission  said  it  was 
one  of  the  things  that  ouight  not  to  be 
left  to  the  justices.  I  ventured  to  say 
on  the  First  Reading  that  it  was  not  so 
much  crowded  pubUc-houses  as  em^ty 
'churches  and  chapels  that  were  agitating 
the  minds  of  the  Government.  The 
Home  Office  recently  took  a  period  of 
three  months  in  a  Return  with  regard 
to  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  London. 
For  Monda3rB  the  number  was  3,966,  for 
Saturdays  2,001,  and  for  Sundays  946. 
I  want  to  know  why  for  Sundays  there 
should  be  this  special  legislation  and  not 
for  Saturda}^  or  Mondays.  If  the  Bill 
be  a  Sabbatarian  measure,  why  not  say 
so  ?  Sunday  closing  has  been  a  terrible 
failure  everywhere.  The  licensing  justices 
are  saying  in  Scotland — and  it  is  be- 
yond dispute — that  restrictive  legisla- 
tion on  Sundays  creates  a  greater  evil 
than  it  cures.  Why  has  Stmday  been 
chosen  ixa  special  legislation — the  day 
of  the  week  on  which  there  is  the  least 
drunkenness  ?  Why  has  it  been  chosen 
if  not  in  regard  to  a  question  of  some 
other  character  than  temperance  ?  Some 
people  say,  to  protect  the  employees 
of  the  trade.  There  is  a  sort  of  protec- 
tion which  vultures  give  to  lambs.  I 
will  leave  the  question  of  Sunday  closing. 
And  now  I  press  the  Under-Secretary 
for  the  Home  Office  for  information  witii 
regard  to  complaints  of  drunkenness  on 
passenger  vessels.  Why  are  passenger 
vessels  plying  on  Sundays  chosen  for 
special  le^pslation  ?   Under^'tius  Billithe 
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liotua  ate  to  be  Bhortened  for  Sunday 
refreshments.  Everyone  jknows  tlist  the 
result  will  be  that  people  wi]l  straggle  to 
get  their  meals  and  refreshments  in  the 
fimited  period  thus  allowed.  Or  are  the 
passengers  to  take  their  liquors  on 
board  with  them  ?  Then,  the  captain  is 
to  be  fined  £50  in  the  case  of  a  person 
being  discovered  on  board  in  a  state  of 
inebriation !  Is  he  to  look  after  the 
drinking  of  the  passengers  and  th^by 
fail  to  look  after  the  security  of  his  craft  ? 
Again,  why  Sunday  closing  ?  There  is 
another  proviaion  in  the  interests  of 
temperance.  Again,  on  Sunday  a  man  is  to 
walk  six  miles  for  a  glass  of  beer,  and  back 
again  mz  miles.  If  the  public-honse  is  only 
five  and  three-quarter  miles  away  he  will 
have  tc  go  further  on.  A  thirsty  traveller, 
with  his  parched  tongue  hanging  oat,  is  to 
walk  there  and  back  for  a  glass  of  ale, 
and  you  may  imagine  how  he  will  bless 
the  Liberal  Government.  I  think  if  any 
poor  fellow  walks  so  far  he  deserves  bis 
glass  of  beer.  But  why  should  he  be 
compelled  to  do  it  on  a  Sunday  and  not 
on  a  Saturday  ?  Give  powers  to  the 
justices  to  close  on  other  days  besides 
Sunday,  and  then  you  will  soon  see  what 
the  nation  thinks.  The  justices  are  also 
to  have  the  power  to  close  public-houses 
on  polling  days.  If  there  is  any  provi- 
sion in  the  Bill  for  which  there  is  no 
justification  that  is  one.  I  have  ques- 
tioned the  Home  Secretary  &&  to  the 
arrests  for  drunkenness  during  the  recent 
by-elections.  He  paid  he  would  make 
inquiries.  "Why  close  houses  on  polling 
days?  What  is  the  evil!  What  is 
the  vice  ?  What  has  happened  ?  Where 
are  the  arrests  ?  In  the  Hastings  election 
there  was  not  a  single  arrest — in  the  first 
election  fought  on  this  Licensing  Bill. 
In  Peckham  one  man  only  was  arrested. 
And  in  Manchester  the  I^esident  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  a  magnanimity 
and  generosity  which  does  credit  to  hui 
character,  t  omitted  that  the  contest 
had  been  characterised  by  decorum  and 
sobriety.  These  are  facts  or  inventions. 
If  facts,  why  close  the  houses  on  polling 
days  ?  I  want  some  hon.  Member  who 
understands  the  matter  to  tell  me.  At 
present  I  fail  to  see  why  there  should  be 
closing  on  Sundays  and  polling  days. 
Then  there  is  the  delicate  question  of 
tHe  barmaid.  There  is  a  great  deal  in 
that  question,  and  behind  that  qaestion, 
Mr,  Battmleif. 


as  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned. 
I  have  here  the  report  of  a  deputation 
which  wuted  on  the  Home  Secretary  ia 
February  last  year — one  of  those  deputa- 
tions the  Government  is  so  ready  to  lend 
an  ear  to — consisting  of  persons  who 
seem  to  be  regarded  as  experts  in  these 
great'matters.    The  deputation  wasintio* 
duced  by  the  Bishop  of  Southwark  and 
Mrs.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  and  other  ladies, 
including    one    from    the  Salvation 
Army,  were  there.    These  people  spoke 
to  the  Home  Secretary  about  the  evils 
and  dangers  to  barmaids,  as  though  they 
were  entitled  to  be  treated  as  experts. 
According  to    the   report  the  Home 
Secretary  assured  the  deputation  that, 
generally  speaking,  he  was  in  agreement 
with  the  object  and  argnments  they  had 
advanced.    He  was  convinced  that  the 
employment  of  girls  and  women  in  ban 
was  open  to  objection  on  grounds  of 
temperance  and  morals,  and  he  promised 
to  deal  with  the  matter  in  his  forthcoming 
Bill.    At  that  time,  no  doubt,  it  was 
assumed  that  the  Home  Secretary  would 
be  in  charge  of  the  Bill.    Well,  the 
barmaids  became  alive  to  the  matter^ 
and  some  months  afterwards  they  had 
a  deputation,  and  they  were  intrcKtaced 
to  the  Home  Secretary  by  people  who 
were  barmaids,  or  were  officials  of  women's 
trade  associations,  and  having  heard 
their  arguments  the  Home  Secretary^ 
having  explained  that  they  must  not 
take^too  literally  what  he  said  to  the 
previous  depataticm,  said — 

"  1  can  assure  yon  of  this,  that  any  Govern- 
ment or  any  party  will  think  twice  or  thrice 
hefore  doing  anything  which  would  seriously 
interfere  or  generally  interfere  with  the  em- 
ployment  of  women."^^^. 

That  was  the  assurance  given'  by  the 
Home  Secretary  to  the  barmaids.  Now 
what  do  we  find  here  ?  We  find  that 
jtistices  are  to  have  an  abscdate  dis- 
creti(Hi  and  power  to  prohibit  the  em* 
ployment  of  barmaids.  Is  that  a  fnl- 
filment  of  the  promise  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  think  twice  and  thiioe 
before  interfering  with  the  employment 
of  these  women  ?  Again,  I  respectfully 
ask  the  Home  Secretsiry,  why  tl» 
exclusion  of  barmaids  ?  Has  there  beea 
one  case  before  the  Courts  in  the  lart 
twenty  or  thirty  years  jiutifying  th* 
contention  that  the  trade  of  bannaid  ii 
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conducive  to  immorality  or  intemper- 
ance ?  I  hive  searched  the  reports, 
but  I  hAve  foond  no  oaae,  aad  I  want 
to  know  where  I  shall  find  one.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  presence  of  barmaids  has 
had  a  good  influence  on  the  trade,  and  that 
being  so,  why  the  abolition  of  the  bar* 
midt  ?  Tha  I  there  is  the  exclusion  of 
ohildrei  from  public-hiuses.  It  sounds 
plausible  to  say:  "Doa'taUowthechildto 
go  into  th.'s  pabtic-house."  Iiet  a  buxom 
wench  of  eighteen  years  go  in  as  much  as 
J0.1  like.  The  drunkard  will  not  look  at 
her.  It  is  on  the  little  child  that  he  will 
cast  eyes  and  to  whom  he  will  address 
wrong  observations.  If  you  study  lioens- 
tng  statistics  you  will  find  this  extraordin- 
ary feature  about  them,  that  whilst  intem- 
peranjce  is  decreasing  among  the  general 
community  it  is  increasing  among  fe- 
males. Tibat  means  thfit  now  you  do 
not  allow  the  child  to  go  to  the  public- 
house  the  mother  goes  there  herself. 
The^Child  Messenger  Act,  splendid  as 
it  was  in  its  object,  has  done  more  to 
sdd  to  increased  intemperance  among 
iromen  in  this  country  than  anything 
«lae,  and  I  ask  again  if  the  Qovernment 
will  not  reconsider  the  question  t  And, 
in  any  case,  do  be  a  little  more  definite. 
Do  not  leave  it  to  local  authorities  to 
define  what  is  a  child.  The  Glovemment 
has  not  the  courage  to  do  that.  I  com- 
mend to  the  Under-Secretary  my  state- 
ment that  the  restriction  as  to  sending 
•children  as  messengers  for  their  patents 
lias  had  the  alarming  effect  of  creating 
«  vast  anny  of  female  drinkers.  Then 
there  is  the  provision  about  clubs.  I 
-will  only  ask  why  we  are  not  taken  into 
-the  confidence  of  the  Government  with- 
out waiting  till  after  the  Second  Read- 
ing ?  Is  it  or  is  it  not  intended  to 
-withdraw  the  pol'ce  inspection  ?  I  want 
to  know.  Have  the  Government,  or  have 
they  not,  made  up  their  minds  to  with- 
draw that  invidious  and  stupid  provision  ? 
I  am  not  in  the  Oalnnet  secrets,  but 
somehow  or  other  I  will  make  myself 
responsible  for  the  statement  that  the 
Government  are  going  to  withdraw  it ; 
but  they  dare  not  tell  their  temperance 
friends  until  they  get  their  Second  Read- 
ing. Everybody  outride  the  Govern- 
ment knows,  with  regard  to  the  time- 
Timit,  that  it  is  going  to  be  extended, 
Tjut  the  Prime  Minister  dare  not  tell  his 
temperance  friends  that  they  have  to 


stomach  another  seven  years.  I  only 
make  that  statement  because  the  Govern- 
ment claim  80  much  credit  for  its  courage, 
l^e  hon.  Member  for  Span  Valley  talked 
about  not  including  in  the  1904  Act  any 
provision  about  clubs.  I  expected  some 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  get  up  and 
say  that  there  was  an  Act  passed  in  1902 
for  the  express  purpose  of  governing 
clubs,  and  which  Act  is  capable  of  dealing 
with  every  evil  incidental  to  club  life. 
How  can  you  close  public-houses  and  at 
the  same  time  put  no  restriction  upon 
clubs  ?  If  you  take  a  census  of  mem- 
bership of  working  men's  clubs  of  London 
to-day  it  is  common  knowledge  that  it 
has  gone  up  enormously  daring  the  past 
few  years.  It  is  not  the  number  of  clubs ; 
it  is  the  membership  you  have  to  consider, 
and  the  membership  will  go  up  every 
week,  and  will  go  up  in  proportion  as  you 
close  the  other  places  in  which  man  can 
get  refreshment.  Mr.  Speaker,  what 
evidence  is  there  that  this  Bill  is  needsd  ? 
The  best  evidence  on  the  point  is  the 
evidence  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Span 
Valley.  In  the  early  days  of  this  con- 
troversy, when  the  Bill  was  first  being 
tallrad  about,  he  criticised  the  fact  that 
the  cUpreoiation  of  brewery  securities 
was  not  due  in  any  way  to  the  Licenmng 
Bill.  I  came  across  a  letter  which  con- 
tained this  extraordinary  phrase — 

"  There  mmt  be  a  further  reason  for  de- 
preciation in  brewery  stooks.  During  the  laat 
three  yeara  publio'housea  have  done  on  the 
average  a  much  sooaUer  trade  than  they  did 
qeven  years  ago.  In  the  flnt  plaon,  there 
has  been  a  falung-off  in  the  oonsumptioa  of 
the  drink  per  he^  of  the  population.  The 
resolt  ia,  I  assume,  that  the  publin-houaes  and 
beer-house?  of  England  and  Wales  have  during 
the  last  three  years  sold  oo  an  average  fifteen 
millions  sterling  worth  of  drink  per  year  less 
than  seven  years  ago." 

I  expect  that  is  true.  But  was  there 
ever  in  history  a  Government  coming 
forward  with  a  great  comprehensive  Bill 
to  deal  with  a  social  evil  which  its  own 
chief  supporters  have  admitted  is  auto- 
matically curing  itself  and  diminishing 
at  an  enormous  rate  t  I  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  again  why  this  wonderful  hurry 
to  rush  through  this  Bill  for  reducing 
the  facilities  of  drinking  ?  These  reduc- 
tions are  going  on  under  the  1904  Act. 
Of  course,  it  is  said  that  the  1904  Act  is 
an  Act  which  we  are  entitled  to  throw 
on  one  side.   I  fe|^d^p€(^©|Jpfcg  » 
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good  deal  duiing  this  diBCUSsion  about 
one  aspect  of  tiKe  matter.  Before  the 
1904  Act  there  was  a  general  misconcep- 
tion as  to  the  general  state  of  the  Ucemnng 
law.  The  1904  Act  was  introduced  to 
put  the  matter  on  some  surer  basis. 
That  Bill  has  been  passed  ;  it  is  working 
in  the  direction  of  a  steady  reduction  in 
licences,  but  almost  before  it  gets  into 
its  stride — to  use  the  phrase  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley — you  propose 
to  repeal  it.  I  wonder  if  the  House 
ranembeiB  that  somewheie  about  the 
same  time  as  the  '*  Sharp  o.  Wakefield  " 
decision  the  House  of  Lords  gave  another 
decision  which  upset  the  general  idea 
with  regard  to  another  matter.  I  refer 
to  the  Taff  Vale  decision.  Because  that 
decision  put  a  totally  new  conception  on 
the  law,  the  very  first  thing  this  Govern- 
ment did  was  to  introduce  the  Trade 
Disputes  Bill.  It  would  be  quite  pos- 
sible for  the  Opposition,  when  they  come 
bade  to  power,  to  at  once  introduce  a 
measure  saying  :  "  We  will  not  recognise 
your  Trade  Disputes  Act.  It  put 
the  law  on  a  wrong  basis.  It  was  a 
oompxomise  aid  we  will  alter  it.'* 
I  now  come  to  what,  after  all,  are  the 
piQvinons  of  the  Bill  regarded  as  essential. 
I  zefer  tg  the  question  of  the  time-limit. 
There  am  two  phrases  used  by  the  Oovem- 
meat.  It  is  intended,  first  of  all,  to 
recover  dominion  over  licensed  premises — 
a  dominion  which  the  State  has  never 
lost,  a  dominion  which  it  has  to-day  to 
the  fullest  extent.  Secondly,  it  is  to 
recover  the  ownership  of  the  monopoly 
valne — a  thing  which  it  never  had.  I 
ask  the  House  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
words  to  recover  a  dominion  or  to  recover 
an  ownership  which  it  never  possessed. 
I  listened  with  profound  respect  to  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
Valley,  and  I  confess  I  was  startled  when 
he  told  us  that  it  would  be  quite  an  easy 
thing  for  two  out  of  three  classes  of 
brewwy  companies  to  go  on  paying  tJieir 
hands(nne  ^vidends  of  6,  or  6,  or  12  per 
c«nt.,  and  make  full  provision  for  the 
resumption  by  the  State  of  the  monopoly 
value.   He  said — 

"  They  hare  only  to  go  on  putting  so  much 
to  the  reserve,  and  the  thing  is  done." 

But  I  thought  this  Bill  was  to  be  a 
temperance  measure,  and  that  it  was 
gtong  to  reduce  iha  sale  oi  drink.  If  you 
zednce  tiie  number  of  licenoes,  the  hon. 
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Member  assumes  that  the  same  amount 
of  drink  will  be  consumed,  the  same 
dividends  are  to  be  paid,  and  the  rasove 
fund  is  to  be  continued.  It  was  l^e 
ai^ument.  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
V^ey  that  the  brewery  companies 
would  automatically  continue  on  exactly 
the  same  lines  as  they  are  to-day.  They 
were  to  suffer  notiung  except  to  give 
up  to  the  State  that  which  belon^d  to 
themselves.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  occurred  to  <h<m.  Members  vho  heard 
that  argument  how  it  cut  both  ways. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  efiect  of  the 
reduction  in  the  case  of  rich  breweries^ 
some  of  them  that  are  poor  and  stmggling 
would  be  wiped  out  of  existence,  involving 
ruin  to  thousands  of  innocent  people. 
But,  of  course,  they  do  not  count.  May 
I,  however,  remind  the  House  that  tii^ 
is  not  a  Bill  to  deal  witii  the  capitalisation 
of  joint  stock  companies,  it  is  to  deal  with 
the  sale  of  diink.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
House  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  owner- 
ship of  licensed  premises.  If  brewery 
companies  own  them,  they  bought  them. 
It  is  property  legitimately  acquired,  and 
all  this  talk  about  brewery  companies 
seems  to  me  to  be  perfectly  away  from 
the  point.  We  have  been  told  that  in 
fourteen  years  the  Qovemment  will  take 
over  the  licences  or  the  monopoly  value. 
I  have  struggled  hard  to  know  what  the 
Government  mean  to  take  over.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley  says  thist 
the  Government  will  charge  a  fair  rent. 
A  fair  rent  for  what  ^  It  cwnot  mean  a 
fair  rent  for  the  premises.  What  about 
the  poor  straggling  men  who  have  sixty 
years  leases  t  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk 
of  the  rich  brewery  companies,  but  all 
licensed  houses  are  not  owned  by  rich 
companies.  I  have  here  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital— 
an  institution  which  I  suppose  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley  would  be  de- 
sirous to  protect.  They  have  asked  me  as 
the  re|)re8entative  of  the  constituency 
in  which  they  happen  to  have  four 
licensed  premises  with  eighty  years  leases 
to  do  my  very  best  to  prevent  those 
leases  from  falling  into  their  hands  under 
the  proposals  in  this  Bill.  Why  not  take 
over  the  leases  in  such  cases  ?  Do  you 
think  that  a  man  who  has  been  lured  and 
decoyed  into  putting  capital  into  the 
trade  should  be  left  with  his  premises, 
which  are  fitte^,^J^@cHgg({et»i 
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and  for  no  other  trade  !  It  seems  to  me 
a  jnst  criticism  on  this  Bill  to  say  that 
it  is  a  fiscal  measure  rather  than  a  tem- 
perance meaaure.  What  a  lot  of  nonsense 
is  talked  about  the  law  on  the  subject. 
Even  learned  lawyers  very  much  mis- 
miderstand  the  legal  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion. From  time  immemorial  it  has  been 
settled  law  that  wherever  any  tribmial 
had  the  duty  of  exercising  discretion  that 
discretion  must  not  be  exercised  at  the 
caprice  of  the  tribunal,  but  must  be 
judicially  exercised  honestly  between 
man  and  man,  having  regard  to  their 
livelihoods,  their  just  expectations  and 
their  interests,  l^at  was  settled  in  a 
case  which  was  decided  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  is  known  to  lawyers 
as  Brookes*  case.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Spen  Valley  has  stated  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  the  renewal  of  a  licence, 
and  that  it  is  always  a  new  licence  that 
is  granted  annually.  Many  Acts  of 
Parliament  dealing  with  the  licensing 
question  contain  the  express  term 
that  a  licence  shall  foe  renewed.  What 
I  do  want  to  say  is  that,  relying  on  the 
compromise  of  the  1904  Act  everybody 
has  assumed  that  the  state  of  the  law 
will  remain  as  settled  by  that  Act.  The 
State  assumed  it  by  valuing  and  rating 
licensed  property  as  though  it  were  going 
to  be  annually  renewed.  As  to  this  talk 
about  assessment,  I  never  heard  of  such 
nonsense  in  my  Ufe.  This  Bill  sets  up  a 
standard  of  its  own  that  the  monopoly 
value  is  the  difference  between  the  value 
of  the  premises  with  and  without  a 
licence  and  then  complains  because  the 
premises  in  the  past  have  not  been 
assessed  on  a  special  basis.  There  is 
another  aspect  that  I  wish  to  refer  to  very 
briefly.  I  wish  to  know  what  evidence 
there  is  that  anybody  wants  the  Bill. 
I  am  told  the  Churches  want  it. 
I  see  no  particular  evidence  that  this 
Bill  is  demanded  by  the  Churches.  I 
know  that  a  protest  was  signed  by  350 
members  of  the  clergy  in  the  diocese  of 
Peterborou^,  protesting  against  the 
action  of  the  Bishop  in  supporting'  the 
Bill,  and  I  know  that  the  Bidiop  of 
Uanohester  and  other  bishops  are  strongly 
opposed  to  it.,_  My  own  view  has  always 
been  that  in  mundane  matters  the  views 
of  the  Bishops  do  not  count ;  they  have 
always  been  wrong — at  any  rate  that 
was  part  of  the  political  creed  of  the 


Liberal  Party  not  so  long  ago.  They 
had  much  better  confine  themselvea 
to  their  legitimate  sphere — dealing  with 
the  problem  of  another  world,  and  if 
they  happen  to  be  wrong  in  that  case 
too,  they  will  never  be  found  out.  It 
ui  a  strange  thing  for  the  Liberal  Party 
to  found  its  faith  on  the  impregnable 
xock  of  the  Episcopal  Bench.  There 
has  been  one  great  meeting  in  liondon 
in  support  of  ^e  Bill.  It  was  presided 
over  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Appleby, 
who  indulged  in  a  hurricane  of  fanatical 
rhodomontade,  and  was  addressed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
spoke  in  flamboyant  language.  He  spoke 
about  ascending  to  a  brighter  and  a 
purer  firmament  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing,  whilst,  of  course,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Spen  Valley  and  others  followed  his 
example.  The  only  practical,  sensible 
observation  was  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Woolwich,  who  said  that  people 
were  driven  to  the  public-house  by  the 
smells  of  their  rack-rented  dens.  But 
that  is  not  the  theory  of  this  Bill.  A 
disturbance  was  caused,  according  to 
one  report,  by  a  brewers'  drayman, 
and  the  meeting  broke  out  into  a  hymn, 
the  second  line  of  which  was,  "  Let 
angels  prostrate  fall,"  at  which  stage, 
says  the  veracious  reporter,  the  brewers* 
drayman  was  dropped  into  the  street.  I 
suppose  this  Bill  will  receive  a' Second 
Reading  on  Monday  by  the  usual  auto- 
matic majority — to  be  an  obedient  unit  in 
which  appears  to  be  the  apotheosis  of  the 
ambition  of  some  of  my  hon.  friends. 
It  will  be  sent  up  to  the  Lords  with  no 
evidence  that  the  country  wants  it,  but 
that  come  what  may,  stand  or  fall, 
reckless  of  consequences,  prepared,  in 
the  words  of  the  Daily  News,  to  sacrifice 
all,  the  Bill  must  pass  as  payment  of  a 
debt  by  the  Government  to  its '^teetotal 
masters.  Well,  Sir,  is  the  Government 
prepared  to  sacrifice  one  of  its  most 
brilliant  Ministers  f  Old-age  pensions, 
land  and  housing  and  taxation  reform, 
may  all  go,  seats  may  be  lost,  but  yoa 
will  have  your  Bill — you  who  a  year  ago 
said  the  will  of  iha  people  must  prevail. 
It  sounds  an  anomaly,  but  the  ^use  of 
Lords  must  see  that  it  does — and  by 
rejecting  this  Bill,  as  I  for  one  sincerely 
hope  they  will,  they  will  place  you  in 
the  humiliating  position  of  having  to  bury 
it  side  by  side  with jyour  t^ee  st^-bom 
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education  oSspring.  Or  else  you  will 
have  to  go  back  to  the  countiy  with  the 
knowledge  that  in  the  space  of  three 
short  years  you  have  disupated  the 
greatest  power  ever  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  political  Party,  and  instead  of 
indellibly  impressing  upon  the  early 
annals  of  this  century  the  record  of  a 
great  achievement  you  will  have  thrown 
your  golden  opportunities  to  the  winds, 
and  have  shattered  once  more  the  long- 
delayed  hopes  of  a  too-confiding  people. 

*Me.  OKOOKS  (Woolwich):  The 
speech  to  which  we  have  just  listened 
was  marvellously  clever,  but  it  was  as 
cold-blooded  as  any  I  have  ever  heard. 
The  hon.  Member  began  by  deriding  the 
Ministerial  Party  for  claiming  the 
sympathy  for  this  Bill  of  the  Bishops, 
whom  he  has  frequently  calumniated, 
while  he  himself  claimed  the  support  of 
the  Lords  whom  he  is  alwBys  denouncing. 
That  is  one  of  the  things  that  makes 
one  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  was  understood  to 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  apologise  for 
challenging  his  sincerity. 

•Mr.  CROOKS:  Apdogise!  Why 
should  I  apologise  t  One  did  expect  from 
BO  eminent  a  person  some  better  argu- 
ment than  the  mere  shilly-shallying  back- 
biting which  led  to  laughter.  Anyone 
can  do  that  quite  easily  and  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  an 
hour  or  two.  We  are  face  to  face  wiUi  a 
problem  which  is  far  more  difficult  than 
the  hon.  Member  seems  to  suppose.  He 
says  that  the  natitm  is  not  behmd  us.  I 
lay  that  the  nation  is  behind  us.  I  only 
TMue  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons  in  proportion  to  the  oppor- 
tunities it  gives  me  of  voicing  the  opmion 
of  the  people  outside.  A  seat  here  has 
no  other  honour  and  glory  to  me  except 
to  be  useful  to  the  cause  of  the 
people.  The  hon.  Member  talks  about 
representing  the  working-man  and  asks 
for  evidence  of  their  drunkenness,  and  he 
ffoes  to  the  Courts  for  proof  of  it.  Well, 
he  may  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
Courts,  but  I  have  an  intimate  knowfodge 
of  the  courts  and  alleys  of  the  ISast  End 
in  which  the  people  dwell,  and  I  look 
upon  the  hon.  Member's  statements  with 
tDdifferenos.   I  well  lemember  when  the 


Act  of  1904  was  being  forced  through  the 
House.  I  was  one  ol  the  humble  indi- 
viduals who  lost  their  beads  over  the 
iniquity  of  that  BiU.  I  was  foolish 
enough  to  defy  the  Chair  and  ctocline  to 
vote,  when  theSpeaker  with  that  kindlinesB 
of  heart  so  characteristic  of  him  pointed 
out  to  me  that  I  was  not  helping  myself 
or  my  cause  but  insultins  him.  I  thpn 
went  into  the  lobby  and  said  that  the 
then  Government  were  forcing  their  Bill 
through  the  House  to  create  freeholds 
for  the  brewers.  It  was  not  a  publicans' 
Bill  but  a  brewers'  Bill  and  it  was  robbing 
the  publicans.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Spen  Valley  fully  pointed  out  also  that 
the  publicans  had  ri^ts,  that  the  licences 
had  Deen  given  to  them,  but  that  Parlia- 
ment was  doing  nothing  for  them  though 
it  had  given  them  a  right  to  do  certain 
things  in  certain  places.  Will  hon. 
Gentlemen  deny  that  the  ^teople  of  the 
country  have  a  right  to  interfere  with 
that  right  which  they  have  given  for 
nothing  7  When  a  company  obtains  a 
franchise  for  laying  down  tramways  it 
is  well  known  that  in  eveir  Act  there 
is  provision  that  at  the  end  of  twenty- 
one  yeus  they  are  bound  to  sell  it  to 
the  lo<»l  authority  for  its  mere  value  as 
it  stands  and  that  nothing  is  paid  for 
goodwill.  What  is  good  enough  f« 
tramways  should  be  good  enough 
for  public-house  licences.  The  brewers 
bought  the  public-houses  at  boom  prices — 
they  were  tumbling  over  one  another  to 
get  premises  in  which  they  could  compel 
people  to  take  their  stuff — some  of  it 

food  and  aome  bad.  I  have  seen  a  man 
rinking  a  pot  of  sour  beer  and  smacking 
his  lips  after  with  the  remark,  "Ah! 
there  ain't  no  bad  beer."  I  am  going  to 
give  a  few  humble  facts.  I  can  assuie 
the  House  that  the  brewers  paid  ai( 
abnormal  price  for  many  of  these  houses 
and  then  manipulated  the  books  in  order 
to  keep  down  the  local  rates  they  would 
have  to  pay.  I  know  of  a  frefr-houss 
which  cost  £19.000. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY:  Will  the  hon. 
Member  give  the  name  and  locality  d 
the  house  t 

*Mr.  CROOKS:  I  h\ve  neither  the 
legid  nor  the  financial  training  of  the  haa. 
Member,  but  I  will  give  the  name  of  the 
brewers,  uid  oi  the  house  for  which  they 
paid  £19,000.  The  brewers  then  came 
up  to  the  A#^waj»e^tG3e»9g*ee 
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two  documents  and  said,  '*  This  house  is 
let  on  a  lease ;  it  cost  £7,000."  But  said 
the  Committee.  "You  gave  £19,000  for 
it."  "  Oh  yes  ;  that  was  so,  but  there  is 
£11,000  for  goodwUI,  and  you  cannot 
assess  the  gmdwiU,"  and  then  they 
brought  another  set  of  books.  I  said, 
*'  Of  course,  this  is  all  very  well,  but  who 
bad  £11,000  for  the  goodwill  "it  "Oh," 
they  said,  "  the  tenant  who  has  gone  out." 
I  said,  "  Ma^  we  have  him  present  as  a 
witness."  They  replied,  "He  has  gone 
away,  and  we  don't  know  where  to  find 
him."  I  said,  "  I  will  give  you  his 
address  if  you  like,"  and  uie  fact  is  the 
man  had  not  11,000  farthings.  That  is 
the  way  in  which  they  get  round  the 
Assessment  Committee  when  they  want 
to  pay  less  rates,  but  they  add  on  the 

foodwill  when  they  want  compoDsation. 
know  a  case  where  a  poor  man,  a 

{>ablican,  gave  £600  for  the  four  years 
ease  of  a  public-house,  and  the  brewers 
who  were  the  owners  of  the  property 
said  to  him,  "  Now  you  must  take  up  a 
twenty-one  years  lease."  The  man  said, 
"  I  cannot  very  well,  I  have  not  the 
money."  They  said,  "  Look  here,  we  will 
give  you  a  twenty-one  years  lease  of  this 
house,  and  you  pay  us  a  premium  of 
£2,000  ;  at  least  you  don't  pay  it  to  us  you 
owe  it  to  us."  So  it  was  put  down  on  paper 
that  he  owed  them  £2,000  for  a  twenty- 
one  years  lease.  Well,  they  robbed  him 
of  hifi  £600  by  bringing  all  the  forces  of 
law  to  bear  upon  the  poor  man.  These 
people  who  are  screaming  out  about 
confiscation  have  robbed  more  men  and 
widows  than  ever  the  temperance  party  has 
done.  I  remember  a  case  of  a  widow  who 
had  a  "  tied  "  house.  She  was  in  the  habit 
of  taking  her  strong  ales  from  a  Burton 
firm,  but  the  London  firm  took  to  brewing 
their  own  Burton,  and  as  she  was  "  tied  ' 
to  them  they  sent  it  to  her.  She  had  the 
courage  to  say  she  would  not  have  it. 
They  said,  "  You  will  take  it  or  set  out 
of  the  house."  Ultimately  she  had  to  go 
on  her  kuees  to  the  manager  tu  be 
allowed  to  earn  her  daily  bread,  but  he 
said,  "The  house  is  let,  you  must  get 
out."  Can  they  bring  such  a  charge 
against  the  temperance  party  1  Take 
another  case :  a  man  goes  to  a  firm  and 
wants  a  public-house.  Ho  has  saved 
£4U0.  They  say,  "That  is  a  ridiculous 
amount,  but  as  you  are  a  respectable  man 
we  may  come  to  terms.  What  do  you 
want  1  He  says,  **  I  thought  the  *  Pig 
and  Lion  '  was  going,"  and,  that  being  so, 
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the  poor  man  pays  his  money  down  to 
find  out  afterwards  that  he  has  been 
robbed  by  way  of  an  imaginary  loan  to 
him  of  £5,000  at  5  per  cent.,  although 
the  rent  is  comparatively  low.  Of  course, 
he  goes  in ;  he  has  no  previous  experience 
of  such  things,  but  he  thinks  it  is 
Paradise  to  get  a  public-house,  but  in  the 
end  he  finds  out  that  he  has  got  to 
the  other  shop.  At  the  end  of  a  few 
months  he  appeals  to  the  Assessment 
Committee  and  says,  "I  cannot  pay  the 
amount"  "  Why,"  you  ask,  "  what  is 
the  value  of  the  house,  what  will  it 
fetch  1 "  Then  you  get  to  the  bewilder- 
ing mysteries  in  connection  with  the 
hypothetical  tenant.  They  ask,  "  What 
did  you  payV  and  he  says  "£300; 
but  it  is  the  loan  that  is  killing 
me,  and  the  brewers  say  if  I  do  not 
pay  up  1  shall  hare  to  get  out."  Will 
hon.  Members  who  know  something  about 
brewery  shares  tell  me  how  it  was  that 
when  "  the  boom  "  went  down  they  never 
attempted  to  reduce  the  loan  to  the 
publican,  but  they  said  "  We  must  keep 
the  loan  up,  but  we  will  take  2  per  cent, 
or  1  per  cent,  interest  on  the  capital 
amount  remaining."  That  must  be  shown 
to  the  shareholders  to  demonstrate  the 
value  of  the  property,  and  therefore  it  is 
idle  when  we  say  "  Why  don't  you  go  to 
the  brewers  and  get  a  reduction  of  the 
loan."  The  result  is  that  in  the  end  the 
tenant  has  to  go  out  and  another  poor 
wretch  has  to  go  in,  and  that  is  how  the 
people  act  you  are  asking  us  to  have 
sympathy  uul  pity  for  to-day.  How  do 
they  act  to  others )  The  fact  is  that  this 
sort  of  thing  has  gone  too  far.  And  when 
they  talk  about  putting  people  out  of 
employment,  what  is  their  record  about 
put/ting  men  out  of  work  1  I  say  nothing 
about  making  them  physical  wrecks  and 
putting  them  out  of  public-houses.  To 
bear  them  argue  about  barmaids  one 
would  think  they  would  rush  off  with 
their  own  daughters  to  get  them  a  job  in 
a  pubUo-faouse.  It  is  said  that  the 
presence  of  barmaida  has  a  refining 
influence  upon  the  men,  but  I  have  seen 
the  opposite  when  two  fellows  are  quar- 
relling over  the  girls.  Here  in  London 
is  a  brewery  site  for  sale.  That 
brewery  site  was  bought  because  an 
Act  of  Parliament  compelled  the  London 
County  Council  to  re  house  certain  people 
who  had  been  thrown  out  of  their 
houses  by  the  Strand  improvement.  No 
less  a  sum  than  £200,000  was  paid 
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to  that  brevery  for  that  site.  The  real ) 
value  was  £45,000.  As  aoon  as  they  got 
the  £200,000  of  course  they  looked  after 
the  men  who  were  working  for  them 
'  because  tbey  are  so  anxious  about 
the  unemployed  1  No,  they  did  not ; 
they  transferred  their  business  to  another 
firm.  They  went  on  selling  just  the 
same,  but  they  did  not  inorease  the  staff 
of  the  brewery  which  was  doing  two 
breweries'  work.  Whenever  they  are 
concentrating  their  efforts  tbey  pursue 
that  policy.  I  will  tell  a  story  which  I 
have  told  before  about  these  wonderful 
people  we  are  asked  to  pity.  When  they 
go  to  new  licensing  justices,  they 
invariably  play  this  game  and  play  it 
very  saccesafiuly.  They  say  "We  are 
prepared  to  surrender  three  licences  if 
you  will  give  us  one  other."  I  know 
cases  where  the  brewers  paid  IDs.  or  16s. 
a  week  to  the  caretakers  who  lire  in 
three  houses,  the  **  Waterman's  Arms,"  the 
"  Noah's  Ark,"  and  the  "  Black  Horse." 
On  these  three  licences  they  lost  from  £75 
to  £80  a  year  to  keep  them  alive,  and  they 
went  to  the  Middlesex  justices,  and  said, 
"In  the  interests  of  temperance  and 
the  morality  of  this  particular  district 
we  are  prepared  to  surrender  these  three 
licences,"  and  the  licensing  justices,  sweet 
innocent  men  that  they  are,  said  Here  is 
a  sacrifice,"  and  they  gave  the  brewers  a 
Mazing  gin  palace  at  the  comer  of  a 
street  in  place  of  them.  The  persons 
who  were  turned  out  of  these  throe 
houses  got  nothing  at  all.  Not  a  bit  of 
it.  There  was  moreover  a  cue  in  which 
compensation  to  the  eitent  of  £6,150  was 
paid,  but  the  licence  holder  only  gut  £100. 
And  they  say  they  are  looking  after  the 
licence  holder  all  the  time.  Do  not  you 
believe  it.  When  in  1904  we  moved 
from  these  benches  an  Amendment  that 
the  licence  holder  should  have  the  first 
claim  upon  the  compensation,  and  I  said 
that  if  the  Bill  was  tu  be  a  temperance  Bill 
it  would  not  back  up  the  brewers,  they 
did  not  cheer,  but  they  smiled,  and  when 
I  asked  a  question  about  it  the  Solicitor- 
General  said  they  were  not  arguing 
the  point.  As  to  clubs  I  want  the 
club  to  be  a  useful  place  and  not  a 
place  for  drunkenness  and  debauchery. 
Why  jeer  us  about  that  1  An  hon. 
Member  who  has  left  the  House  may  be 
reminded  that  in  his  own  division  there 
is  a  great  political  club,  and  I  have  known 
u  brilliant  politician  to  be  addressing  a 
public  meeting  in  that  club,  and  while 
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the  bars  were  well  filled,  the  audience 
consisted  of  twelve.  If  these  men  believe 
in  their  own  clubs  they  will  back  this 
Government  up  and  get  this  Bill  through, 
and  suppress  with  an  iron  hand  any 
bogus  clubs  which  may  spring  up  in  our 
midst.  We  are  told  that  if  we  pass  this 
Bill  we  shall  never  come  back.  What  of 
it  t  It  will  be  a  glorious  memory  if  we 
try  to  do  eomething  while  we  are  here 
towards  preventing  drunkenness.  There 
has  been  enough  swindling  over  these 
loans,  and  it  is  time  it  was  ended.  I  know 
another  bouse  near  the  place  where  I  live 
which  has  always  been  a  disreputable 
house.  It  has  tuined  about  six  men  who 
put  their  money  into  it,  and  the  last  man 
had  to  keep  it  open.  It  was  shut  up  the 
other  day  and  they  got  £2,000  for  it,  somu- 
one  having  told  some  more  lies  about  it. 
Now  the  building  is  let  as  a  clothing 
factory.  What  the  House  does  not 
seem  to  understand  is  this:  that 
if  you  put  licensed  premises  in  a 
given  district  you  deteriorate  the 
whole  of  the  district.  Take  the  Earl 
of  Sefton.  I  am  told  that  he  owns 
a  considerable  part  of  Liverpool.  He 
would  not  be  a  teetotaller,  but  he  finds  it 
more  profitable  not  to  have  licensed  faoosea 
on  his  property  and  will  not  have  them. 
I  am  told  that  the  Peckham  eleouon  wa^ 
not  won  by  beer  but  by  coals,  but  they 
boasted  that  they  had  won  it,  and  if  they 
call  that  a  victory  let  them.  Let  them 
have  all  the  victories  they  like  at  that 
iprice.  I  want  to  ask  the  House  whether 
it  feels  that  it  has  any  obligation  to  dis- 
charge for  the  morality  and  well-being  not 
of  the  voters  but  those  humble  people 
who  live  in  our  courts  and  alleys,  and  who 
are  not  qualified  to  get  on  to  the  voters' 
lists.  We  are  often  asked,  "  What  do  the 
voters  say  T'  But  who  helps  these  poor 
people  who  have  no  votes  I  Wbeo- 
ever  a  public-house  is  put  down  in 
a  working-class  neighbourhood,  it  is 
argued  t^t  it  is  not  fair  to  make  a 
man  go  a  mile  or  two  to  the  next  house 
for  his  drink.  Mr.  Speaker,  they  are  not 
worried  about  the  man  going  another 
mile,  it  is  his  twopence  that  they  are  after. 
They  think  that  if  he  had  to  go  another 
mile  he  would  go  without  his  beer — that 
he  would  give  it  up.  Wiseman.  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  addressed  the 
House  said  that  the  Child  Messenger  BiU 
had  caused  much  drunkenness  amongst 
women.  Are  the  little  children  now  to 
be  dr^ged  in  so  that  they  mar  sip  from 
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mother's  bottle  and  mother's  jug  going 
home.  There  are  two  public-houses  near 
where  I  live.  I  know  of  one  where  there 
is  a  lot  of  drunkenness,  but  nobody  is 
erer  locked  up  because  tbey  manage  to 
prop  each  other  up  until  they  get  home ; 
but  there  is  nothing  against  that  house, 
becauBB  nobody  is  barged  with  dmnken- 
ness.  There  is  ancAlwr  house  near  a 
marketing  place,  and  in  the  morning  the 
■doora  stand  wide  open  and  women  go  in, 
sometimes,  perhaps,  with  the  potatoes 
which  they  have  bought  in  their  aprons, 
and  the  publican  lends  them  a  knife  in 
order  that  they  may  pe<  1  their  potatoes 
while  having  their  drink,  so  that  they 
may  stop  a  little  longer.  This  they  say 
is  a  question  of  the  freedom  of  the 
subject  We  are  told  you  are  interfering 
with  the  liberty  of  Englishmen,  and  now 
little  children  are  to  have  no  right  to  be 
protected.  You  are  creating  more 
drunkennesi  amongst  women.  To-day, 
as  every  day,  we  listen  to  the  Lord's 
Prayer  in  this  House.  Think  of  it ;  while 
we  here  are  praying,  "  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,"  we  are  leaving  the  tempta- 
tion to  our  weaker  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  not  able  to  withstand  it.  Think 
of  the  thousands  of  little  children  living 
(heir  lives  under  conditions  in  which  you 
would  not  keep  your  dogs,  and  simply 
because  of  the  vidonsness  m  their  mothers 
and  fathers.  You  men,  who  sit  in  this 
House  and  know  the  average  workmen 
and  his  capacity  and  temptation,  think 
what  it  means,  and  as  it  is  given  to 
you,  so  you  must  use  your  power  to  pre- 
vent temptation  falling  in  the  way  of 
your  weaker  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
aave  the  little  children.  I  know  some 
rotten  fcetid  slums  which  it  is  a  wonder 
are  allowed  to  remain  by  the  sanitary 
inspector,  and  which  are  absolutely  unfit 
for  people  to  live  in ;  but  so  long  as  these 
people  can  get  at  the  drink  and  get 
chloroformed  for  the  ni^ht,  they  do  not 
care  under  what  conditions  they  live. 
So  many  of  the  social  evils  which  this 
country  has  to  face  would  vanish  into 
thin  air  to-morrow  if  we  were  a  sober 
nation.  We  are  asked,  Why  do  we 
want  to  close  the  public-houses  on  polling 
day  ?  Well,  we  want  to  close  them  on 
polling  day  because  we  want  to 
get  level  with  the  rich  man.  We 
cannot.  We  want  to  get  men  sober  on 
polling  day.  We  want  to  get  them  to 
vote  with  a  sober  mind.  We  want  to 
prevent  a  man  going  into  a  public-house. 
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putting  down  sixpence,  and  getting  a  pint 
of  beer  and  change  for  a  half-crown. 
There  are  incidents  of  that  character  in 
all  elections,  and  the  candidate,  to  whom 
I  give  every  credit,  knows  nothing  about 
it,  because  it  is  included  sometimes  in 
what  is  known  as  "peiftoiuU  expenses,"  of 
which  it  is  no  use  asking  for  details, 
because  they  cannot  be  given.  But 
if  these  houses  were  shut  up  on 
polling  days  you  would  have  several 
hundreds  of  committee  rooms  doing 
nothing.  I  am  not  blaming  either  Party 
for  doing  all  this,  but  we  all  know  that 
the  rich  man  or  his  agents  will  do  it,  and 
we  want  to  remove  them  from  the  tempta- 
tion. There  is  something  to  be  said  for 
municipal  control  as  w^l  as  municipal 
supply,  but  I  am  one  of  those  who  think 
it  IS  just  as  bad  to  get  municipally  drunk 
as  drunk  with  private  enterprise.  But  if 
we  had  mtmicipal  control  we  should  shut 
up  on  polling  days  nearly  400  of  these 
committee  rooms  in  every  district  in  the 
cotmtry.  When  a  trade  says  "  Our  trade  is 
onr  politics,"  then  you  have  a  committee 
room  at  once  in  every  public-house  in  the 
country.  People  say  to  me,  "  I  love  your 
Bill,  but  I  am  going  to  vote  a^nst  you," 
and  I  say  "  That  is  right,  my  fnend,  do  not 
put  up  a  bill  in  your  windows,  I  shidl 
lose  two  votes  on  the  other  side  if  yoa 
da"  We  want  this  Bill.  It  is  an 
earnest  contribution  to  the  solution  of  a 
difficult  problem.  Of  course  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  nmse  and  enthusiasm  against 
the  Bill.  I  do  not  deny  it.  But  when  I 
think  of  the  many  pressing  things  we 
need  upon  which  you  cannot  get  up  any 
enthusiasm,  when  I  think  of  the  need 
of  better  housing  in  the  country, 
and  the  need  for  organising  the 
unemployed,  then  I  come  back  to 
the  fact  that  because  you  can  chloroform 
men  day  by  da^  with  drink  they  care 
not  for  the  conditions  under  which  they 
live.  I  hope  we  are  going  to  strengthen 
this  Bill  and  to  give  to  all  respectable 
clubs  inspection.  We  do  not  always  like 
to  have  the  policeman  as  an  inspector. 
He  is  a  decent,  respectable  chap,  no  doubt, 
but  whenever  he  retires  from  the  force 
the  publican  always  heads  a  subscription 
list  to  give  him  a  testimonial,  and  that 
seems  to  create  a  bias  in  our  minds 
somehow ;  so  we  do  not  want  a  policeman 
to  be  the  inspector,  but  supervision 
there  must  be,  because  we  cannot  have 
t^ese  boozing  clubs  about  the  country. 
I'  «  saying  ^^^^  JJ^l^^^eM 
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not  exist,  because  it  does.   I  am  a 

teetotaller  myself,  but  I  was  taken  into  a 
club  the  other  day,  and  when  I  saw  what 
was  going  on  I  came  out.  A  man  who 
was  coming  out  behind  me  said,  "  This  is  all 
ri^ht,  ain't  it  7"  I  said  "  What  is  the  matter 
with  it  1 "  and  he  said, "  Look  what  is  going 
on,  and  I  am  aTory,  lam."  Isaid  "Then 
what  do  you  belong  to  it  for  1 "  and  he  said, 
"  Because  I  can  get  a  drink  of  a  Sunday 
morning,  what  oh !"  They  give  them  all 
respectable  names.  I  can  imagine  '*  The 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker  Institute  and  Club"— 
anything  to  give  it  a  tone  or  air  of 
respectability.  I  want  the  Bill  amended. 
We  have  got  to  give  the  people  less 
facilities  for  drink.  The  man  out  of 
work  will  frequently  have  a  drink  given 
to  him  long  before  he  gets  twopence  to 
get  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheese.  The  whole 
of  our  public  system  seems  to  be  per- 
meated with  drink,  drink,  drink.  If  you 
make  a  bargain,  Come  and  have  a  drink." 
If  ^ou  sustain  a  loss,  "  Come  and  have  a 
dnnk."  If  you  fall  out  with  a  man,  the 
first  thing  you  do  when  you  are  recon- 
ciled to  him  is  to  have  a  drink.  When 
I  look  at  our  lunatic  asylums,  when  I 
look  at  our  workhouses,  where  ail  the 
manhood  has  been  crushed  out  of  our 
citizens,  when  we  want  strong  men  and 
strong  women  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
future — then  I  say  we  want  a  strong 
Bill.  The  abolition  of  the  public-houses 
in  the  working-class  neighbourhoods  would 
do  that.  I  know  what  the  life  of  some 
working-men  is.  Yet  you  wonder  he  does 
not  live  a  better  life.  Give  him  a  chance 
and  remove  the  temptation  from  him.  Re- 
member, it  was  Cain  who  said  "Am  I 
my  brother's  keeper  1 "  The  House  has 
been  very  kind  to  listen  to  me.  I  have 
not  gone  into  the  abstract  questions  of 
finance.  They  are  not  my  forie.  1  know 
little  of  finance  except  the  need  of  it. 
But  the  House  must  know  this :  tied 
houses  have  led  to  more  drunkenness  than 
any  other  conditions.  When  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  East  Worcestenhire  gave  us 
that  little  homily  about  the  sobriety  of. 
the  people  of  Germany,  and  said  that  they 
did  not  get  drunk,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Haggerston  said  they  could  not.  Yes,  I 
knew  a  poor  woman  who  followed  her 
husband  into  a  public-house  down  our 
way,  and  who  said  to  those  behind  the 
bar,  Don't  you  keep  my  husband  here 
drinking  and  making  him  drunk."  "  Lord 
bless  you,  mum,"  they  replied,  "  he  won't 
get  drank  here ;  he  may  burst."    If  the 

Mt.  Crot^. 


Excise  man  had  been  ther^  there  wouM 

have  been  some  trouble.  Do  you  doabt 
that  some  of  these  poor  men  have  been 
robbed  of  the  money  which  they  bave 
put  into  the  public-houses  I  It  was 
my  duty  to  take  the  head  out  of  a 
puncheon  one  day.  In  that  puncheon 
I  found  a  lady's  pink  silk  stockiog 
half  full  of  tobacco.  I  suppose  th^ 
was  to  give  it  a  flavour.  I  looked  at  the 
district  from  which  it  came.  I  found  it 
was  a  densely  populated  poor  neighbour 
hood.  Why  adulterate  itt  They  ^ 
drunk  all  the  quicker.  Yes,  indeed  there 
is  need  for  this  Bill.  There  is  need  to 
give  the  publican  a  little  more  freedom 
and  to  make  him  less  the  slave  of  the 
brewer  than  he  has  been.  The  brewer 
has  been  a  bad  master  except  in  one  or 
two  cases  where  he  has  lived  up  to  his 
obligations.  You  ask  me  to  pity  him 
when  he  has  been  so  remorseless  to 
peoiHe  for  whom  he  is  responsible.  I  say 
"No,  even  handed  justice  if  yon  like; 
no  favouritism  anywhere."  In  the  in* 
terests  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor  and 
that  they  may  have  an  opponunity  to 
live  sober,  clean  lives,  I  ash  the  House 
and  the  Government  to  force  this  Bill 
through,  though  we  may  lose  every  seat 
we  hold.  The  Labour  Party  are  pre- 
pared to  do  it,  any  how,  if  we  never  see 
the  inside  of  this  House  again. 

•jiH.  i  SHLEY  (Lancaihir*.  Black  ool) : 
I  should  not  have  presumed  to  intervene 
in  this  debate,  because  there  are  many 
Members  who  understand  the  intricacies 
of  the  question  better  than  I  do,  if 
I    did    not    wish    briefly   to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  the  House  the  case  ^ 
those  who  will  be  deprived  of  their 
employment  under   this  Bill.    1  refer 
to  the  women  who  will  be  turned  out 
of   their    employment    under  Clause 
20.    Perhaps  hon.  Members  imagine  that 
the  only  people  who  can  be  turned  out 
of  their  employment  under  the  Bill  are 
the  barmaids.   Even  if  that  were  so,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  raise  my  voitfUD 
protest  against  thii  measure,   because  ^ 
there  has  not  been  put  forward  a  tittle  of 
evidence  to  prove  that  this  honest,  hard- 
working class  of  women  deserve  to  1>& 
turned  out  into  the  street  to  starve  or  to- 
take  refuge  in  something  still  worse. 
There  are  at  the  present  time  96,00O 
licensed  holders  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  it  is  computed — and  I  think  it  in  a. 
fairandmodes^oom^t^-^^^otW 
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than  from  80,000  to  100,000  women  are 
employed  in  and  about  those  portions  of 
licensed  houses  where  liquor  is  sold.  Nay, 
more ;  it  applies  to  other  large  numbers 
of  people,  because  the  Bill  says  "any 
women  employed  on  licensed  premises. 
Not  only  does  it  give  power  to  the  licensing 
justices  to  prevent  any  women  being 
employed  in  the  bar  of  a  public-house, 
but  to  prevent  any  woman  acting  as  a 
cashier,  as  a  clerk»  as  a  waitress,  and 
indeed  as  a  chambermaid  in  any  of  our 
big  hotels.  I  cannot  imagine  that  this 
House  fuUv  realises  what  a  gross  injustice 
may  be  done  to  women,  especially  when 
we  consider  that  women  have  no  con- 
stitutional means  in  our  political  system 
of  ezprewing  their  opinion  with  reference 
to  this  measure.  What  precedents  are 
there  fur  the  House  of  Parliament 
interfering  with  the  freedom  of  contract 
and  labour  of  grown-up  women  %  There 
are  only  two  ;  one  affected  a  very  smalt 
class  and  was  the  case  of  women  who 
are  not  allowed  to  take  part  in  certain 
processes  of  white  lead  manufacture, 
which  are  undoubtedly  dangerous  and 
injurious  to  health.  The  oUier  case 
in  which  large  numbers  of  women 
were  affected  was  that  of  the  Mines  and 
Collieries  Act  of  1 842.  It  was  brought 
in  at  the  instance  of  my  grandfather, 
Lord  Ashley.  There  can  be  no  possible 
Analogy  between  the  two  cases.  If  hon. 
Members  will  read  the  debates  in  the 
House  in  1842  they  will  see  that  the 
women  were  treated  more  like  brute 
beasts  than  human  beings.  They 
worked  practically  naked,  dragging  heavy 
weights  in  mines  where  the  police  coald 
not  penetrate ;  and  the  Legislature  righUy 
said  that  women  and  children  must 
not  be  employed  in  Uiem.  These  are 
the  only  two;  precedents  that  can  be 
quoted  in  support  of  this  clause  that 
women  ihall  not  be  employed  in 
licensed  premises.  What  are  tiie 
arguments  brought  forward  in  support 
of  the  Government's  proposal  ?  It  is  very 
hard  to  find  any  arguments.  I  have  read 
very  carefully  the  only  book  available 
which  has  been  published  by  those  who 
wish  to  carry  out  this  prohibition ;  and, 
although  there  are  many  insinuations 
and  suggestions  that  there  are  other 
emplqynients  preferable,  yet  there  are 
no  facta  adduced  which  would  induce 
this  House  to  prevent  women  engaging 
if  they  so  wish  in  this,  what  I  call,  lawfm 
and  honest  occupation.  On  what  grounds 


can  we  justify  interference  t  We  can 
intervene  on  moral  and  physical  grounds. 
Let  me  take  the  physical  ground.  It  is 
said  that  women  engaged  in  licensed 
houses  stand  undue  hours.  I  think 
that  may  be  so  and  |)0ssibly  leeia- 
lation  is  needed.  It  is  said  that 
the  atmosphere  is  not  conducive  to 

food  health.  Whose  fault  is  that  ? 
urely  that  is  the  fault  of  the  licensing 
justices,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  every 
house  before  it  is  licensed  is  in  a  sani- 
tary and  proper  state.  Do  the  Govern- 
ment in  bringing  forward  this  clause  take 
the  moral  ^und  1  If  they  do,  let  them 
come  out  into  the  open  and  state  what 
they  know  against  the  moral  character  of 
the  women  employed  in  licensed  houses. 
Do  not  kt  us  nave  insinuations  without 
facts.  Let  us  have  some  proof  that  this 
large  and  hard-working  class,  numbering 
from  150,000  to  200,000  women,  are  any 
less  moraX  than  the  women  employed 
in  the  factories  or  the  large  shops.  What 
is  the  Government's  attitude  f  I  ttink 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  Home  Secre- 
tary is  really  the  strongest  argument 
that  I  can  adauce  why  the  House  should 
not  pass  the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill 
to-night  without  knowing  what  it  is  doing 
with  reference  to  the  employment  of 
women.  A  deputation  of  barmaids  inter-  ^ 
viewed  the  Home  Secretary  a  month  or 
two  ago  and  expressed  their  views  through 
the  secretary  of  their  union.  What 
did  the  Home  Secretary  say  in  answer 
to  these  ladies  1    He  said — 

"  I  feel  there  would  be  a  hardship  if  a 
licensing  aathority  were  to  order  in  some  big 
town  that  no  barmaids  were  to  be  employed, 
bat  I  think  no  Ucensing  authority  vll,  in  tact, 
do  that,  hut  there  is  uothing  in  the  Bill  to 
prevent  it." 

That  is  a  most  extraordinary  attitude 
to  take  up.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  there  would  be  a  great  hardship 
if  this  clause  were  put  in  operation,  but 
he  hopes  no  licensing  authority  would  do 
80,  and  he  keeps  it  in  the  Bill.  If  that 
is  the  only  argument  you  can  bring 
forward  in  support  of  this  most  unjust 
proposal,  then  we  ought  not  to  pass 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  without 
having  some  statement  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  what  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  is  going  to  be.  Why 
have  these  proposals  really  been  put 
forward  1  There  is  on  the  part  of  many 
hon.  Members  in  this  House  a  curious 
and  unreasoning  Ij^Mby€(^gte 
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to  do  with  the  licensing  trade.  They 
wish  to  strike  at  that  trade  in  any  way 
they  can,  and  they  know  that  by  pre- 
venting the  employment  ofj  women 
in  licensed  houses  they  will  deal  a 
blow  at  it.  There  are  large  bodies 
of  people  in  this  country  who  are 
extremely  jealous  of  the  introduction  of 
female  labour  in  competition  with  male 
labour.  They  wish  to  prevent  women 
raising  themselves  in  the  social  state, 
and  getting  into  the  skilled  trades ;  and 
this  is  an  attempt  to  replace  female  by 
male  labour.  It  may  be  said,  as  the 
Home  Secretary  has  said,  that  no  iMnch 
of  licensing  justices  will  ever  prevent 
women  from  saining  an  honest  livelihood 
in  this  way,  but  such  a  thing  has  been 
done  in  the  past.  It  seems  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  no  Minister  is  present 
while  a  very  important  measure  is  being 
discussed.  The  Glasgow  mamstiates 
issued  an  edict,  which  was  withdrawn 
as  it  was  beyond  their  powers,  that 
no  single  woman  should  oe  employed 
in  the  bars  of  the  public-houses 
in  that  city.  That  shows  what  will 
happen  if  you  give  power  to  those 
people  who  may  have  no  knowledj!^ 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  trade,  and  if 
you  pass  the  Bill  with  these  clauses  in  it 
you  will  do  it  with  your  eyes  open 
as  to  what  the  eflfects  may  be.  But 
there  has  been  some  weakening  in  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  in  raerence 
to  this  measure,  because  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
stated  that  those  at  present  employed  in 
this  industry  would  be  allowed  a 
certificate,  and  might  continue  to 
work  in  licensed  premises  as  long 
as  they  wished.  That  is  to  say,  these 
women  are  to  be  treated  in  the  same  waj 
as  the  Chinese  coolie  who  goes  out  of  his 
compoimd  in  the  afternoon.  Beally  I 
think  this  is  adding  insult  to  injury.  I 

would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
he  were  present,  and  I  speak  for  these 
women,  that  they  will  accept  no  com- 
promise in  this  matter.  What  they 
claim  is,  and  I  most  strongly  support 
them,  to  have  a  free  and  unfettered 
right  to  gain  their  livelihood,  if  they  so 
wish,  on  licensed  premises  which  have 
been  hall-marked  by  the  licensing  justices 
as  being  respectable.  These  same  licens- 
ing justices  are  to  have  the  power  to 
prevent  these  women  working  on  these 
Mr,  A^ley. 


remises,  having  themselves  issued  a 
cence  to  say  that  the  house  is  respeciaUe. 
If  the  house  is  respectable  you  have  do 
right  to  prevent  grown  up  women  being 
employed  there.  If  it  is  not  respectable 
it  ouj^t  not  to  be  Ueensed. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Bath)  :  The  whols 
incidence  of  this  clause  will  apply  to 
future  emdo^ment  and  new  women  who 
are  brought  into  the  trade. 

*JiIr.  ASHLEY:  My  point  is  that  the 
hardship  the  women  complain  of  is  that 
you  are  going  permanently  to  take  away 
200,000  situations  from  women  and  hand 
them  over  to  men. 

Me.  MACLEAN  :  What  women  are 
making  this  outcry  1  The  employment 
of  existing  women  on  Ucensed  wemises 
is  going  to  be  secured  to  them.  Those  to 
whom  the  hon.  Member  is  referring  must 
be  future  aspirants  of  whom  he  cannot 
possibly  have  any  knowledge.  Passing 
from  that,  which  is  purely  a  Committee 
point,  to  one  or  two  of  the  main  provisions 
which  have  been  disputed  in  regard  to 
this  messure,  one  idea  that  has  come 
from  the  benches  opposite  is  that  the 
Bill  proposes  to  inflict  hardships  upon 
certain  individuals  in  the  conunnmty. 
The  case  which  has  been  presented  frcm 
this  ^e  of  the  House  and  from  the 
Labour  Benches  is  that  while  some  hard- 
ships will  be  inflicted  on  certain  indivi- 
duals in  the  community,  this  measure 
'  stands  for  the  good  of  the  community  ss 
a  whole.  No  answer  has  yet  been  given 
in  any  clear  and  definite  terms  to 
the  question  asked  by  the  Prime 
Minister  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Party 
opposite  with  regard  to  the  time-limit. 
There  has  been  more  or  less  an  idea  put 
forward  that  they  are  not  altogether 
opposed  to  it,  but  the  position  that  fass 
been  taken  up  clearly  and  definitely 
shows  that  their  claim  is  a  freehold  claim 
uid  nothing  less,  because  they  require 
that  suoh  oompensaMon  as  is  pud  sfaaU 
be,  not  in  regard  to  mere  monopoly  value, 
but  for  the  whole  undertaking  of  the 
licence  holder  and  the  brewery  in  con- 
nection with  these  premises.  That  posi- 
tion I  suggest  is  absolutely  untenable  from 
the  legal  and  from  the  equitable  pmnt  of 
view.  What  is  the  idea  which  hav  always 
underhiin  .  li(^n<^J^^Q^[{foaiWr 
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for  the  Walton  division  would  put  a 
licence  in  the  same  position  as  a  share  in 
a  railway  company.  That  cannot  be 
supported.  The  idea  that  lies  at  the 
basts  of  a  licence  is  not  property  but  pro- 
tection for  the  public  That  has  been  so 
from  the  earliest  time.  The  first  power 
which  was  given  in  1495  was  to  suppress 
a  licence.  The  way  they  used  to  suppress 
it  in  those  days  was  that  if  anybody 
made  a  complaint  the  local  justices 
ordered  tbe  constable  to  take  down  the 
sign  and  that  was  an  end  of  the  particular 
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ing  system.    Protection  of  the  public 

against  national  danger  is  the  first  point. 
Tbe  suggestion  has  been  made  from  tho 
front  bench  opposite,  not  by  an  irre- 
sponsible back  bencher  lihe  myself  on 
th:8  side,  that  this  measure  contains  frank 
recognition  of  the  moat  vilely  Socialistic 
propositions.  I  do  not  think  anybody 
would  dare  to  charge  tbe  supreme 
Federal  Court  in  America  with  any  lean- 
ing-t  towards  Socialism.  That  is  a  Court . 
which  has  >  ejected  the  proposition  of  an 
income-tax  as  being  against  the  Consti- 


business.   In  the  records  of  Derbyshire  a  I  <>'  America.   The  Uth  eUiuse  of 


gentleman  occupying  a  very  superior  pos- 
ition in  the  county  at  that  time.  Sir 
Nathaniel  Curzon,  made  such  a  complaint 
to  the  local  justice,  and  there  is  a  record 
that  in  accordance  with  his  complaint 
the  sign  was  taken  down.  In 
1618  this  method  of  dealing  with 
the  local  supply  and  demand  was 
found  rather  inconvenient,  and  so 
they  established  a  yearly  session  by 
which  these  things  should  be  dealt  with, 
and  from  that  time  right  up  to  the  Act 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  of 
our  licensing  system,  the  Act  of  1828, 
the  same  idea  has  been  preserved  care- 
fully, the  idea  that  the  basis  of  the  licence 
is  protection  of  the  public  and  not  the 
giving  of  any  property  to  the  roan  who 
has  the  licence.  That  position  was,  as 
has  been  most  clearly  stated,  thoroughly 
upheld  by  all  legal  decisions  which  have 
been  given  with  regard  to  this  disputed 
point.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  Walton 
Division  yesterday  made  some  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  Lord  Halsbury  in  tbe 
decision  of  Sharpe  v.  Wakefield  and 
said  he  had  qualified  his  use  of  the  word 
"  judicial."  Such  qualification  as  he 
mentions  is  most  clearly  set  out  in  a 
subsequent  case  which  be  dealt  with 
— the  Boulter  decision.  Tbe  action  of 
the  justices  when  the  Bill  becomes 
law,  as  I  certainly  believe  it  will, 
vrill  be  in  no  sense  other  than  judical  in 
the  full  sense  and  meaning  of  Lord 
Halsbury  when  he  dealt  with  it  in  that 
case.  Three  clear  principles  come  out 
in  all  the  study  one  makes  of  our  licens' 


the  American    Constitution  reads  as 

follows : — 

"  No  State  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law 
which  shall  abrHi^  the  privileges  or  immaai- 
ties  of  citizeoB  of  tbe  United  States,  nor  shall 
any  State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor  aenv 
to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  eqnsl 
protection  of  its  laws." 

On  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  the 
action  of  tbe  various  States  who  have 
suppressed  licences  without  any  compen- 
sation was  directly  ohdlenged.  What 
was  the  decision  of  tbe  Court?  It  was 
of  course  that  when  you  take  away 
1  private  property  so-called  you  must  give 
adequate  compensation.  When  you  take 
away  an  unnecessary  licence  you  do  not 
tike  away  private  property,  you  abate  a 
nuisance,  and  when  you  abate  a  nuisance 
no  compensation  under  any  existing 
system  of  laws  with  which  I  have  even 
a  nodding  acquaintance  gives  any  com- 
pensation. That  is  the  basis  on  which 
this  very  high  Court,  composed  of  the 
most  eminent  legal  intellects,  has  dealt 
with  this  question,  I  really  think  the 
suggestion  as  to  the  Socialistic  propa- 
ganda that  lies  beneath  the  Bill  can 
be  easily  and  most  readily  disposed  of.. 
It  is  suggested  with  regard  to  reduc- 
tion of  licences  that  it  does  not  mean 
any  reduction  of  drinking  or  drunken-' 
ness.  Experience  is  directly  and 
definitely  opposed  to  that  proposition. 
Take  the  case  of  Liverpool.  In  Liver- 
pool, owing  largely,  I  do  not  say  entirely, 
to  Uie  action  of  magistrates,  not  only  in 
the  reduction  of  redundant  licences,  but 
also  in  more  effective  police^uperviaion, 
n ,   ,  cdbyL^OOQle 
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they  have  been  able  ia  recent  years  to 

reduce  the  police  force  at  a  saving  of 

£8,000  a  year.    Mr.  Arthur  Chamberlain, 

whom  one  recognises  as  an  expert  on  this 

question  in  the  very  best  sense,  said — 

"Takiog  the  area  which  had  been  cleared  of 
nnnejeuaiy  liceii:ei  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment  of  oo  lejs  than  37  per  cent,  in  the  nnmber 
of  azieats  tox  dniiikemuL»." 

The  Chief  Constable  of  Cardiff;  with 
which  city  I  have  a  very  dose  and  intimate 
acquaintance,  siid — 

"An  ezceiaive  nnmber  of  public-houses  in 
any  district  makes  it  almost  impotsible  for 
holders  ol  hcm'sa  to  live.  Some  of  them  told 
me  if  they  were  to  exclnde  loo-e  women  they 
could  not  pay  their  pay.  The  exceisive 
number  of  li.2en.e1  in  certain  districtj  should  be 
reduced  to  the  reasonable  reiuirementi  of  the 
neighbfHirhood.  This  would  fint  reinse  tiie 
temptation  to  diinkjig,  raise  the  tUUtu  all  the 
liceniel  honiej,  uilbethemeaaictf  sappraagnig 
crime." 

I  am  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  point 
seriously  pressed  that  a  reasonable  reduc- 
tion of  licences  does  not  really  reduce 
drunkenness  and  conduce  eminently  to 
the  regulation  of  public  order.  We  hear 
a  great  deal  about  investments  in 
brewery  securities,  but  who  is  it  that 
has  invested  in  those  funds  1  If  any 
trustee  has  invested  in  such  flecurities  on 
behalf  of  widows  and  orphans,  he  has, 
unless  express  directions  have  been  given 
him,  committed  a  gross  breach  of  trust, 
Therefore,  it  is  an  argument  which  has 
been  very  largely  exploded.  I  do  not 
say  that  investora  will  not  be  to  a  large 
extent  hit  by  this  Bill,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  deal  with  an  individual  interest  for  the 
good  of  the  community  as  a  whole  with- 
out hurting  simebody.  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  Why  1 "]  Because  you  can- 
not carry  on  the  businera  of  the 
country  and  compensate  every  interest 
you  come  into  contaot  with.  Somebody 
is  hit  as  the  result  of  every  piece  of 
legislation  adopted  by  this  House.  The 
limited  interests  affected  by  this  Bill  will 
certainly  bear  a  very  small  proportion  to 
the  hardships  which  are  inflicted  upon 
individual  interests  by  many  other  mea- 
ifr.  MtttkatL  :  ... 


sures  passed  through  this  House.  The 
question  of  unemployment  has  already 
been  amply  dealt  with.    With  regard  to 
the  financial  proposals,  I  feel  sure  that  all 
sections  of  the  House  will  agree  that 
the  statesmanlike  and  magnificent  speech 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Spec 
Valley  is  more  than  an  ample  answer  to 
the  able  and  clear  statement  put  before 
the  House  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Kingston.    I  am  satisfied  to  rest 
the  financial  case  for  this  Bill  upon  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
Valley,  and  when  the  public  judge  between 
the  two  interesting  speeches  to  which 
I  have  alluded  I  am  confident  they  will 
say  that  the  balance  of  advantage  lies  with 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
Valley.   With  regard  to  the  argument 
that  this  Bill  does  not  make  for  temper- 
ance, I  will  call  attention  to  what  is  done 
by  Clause  20  in  respect  to  restoring  the 
power  of  the  justices.   Since  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1904  the  justices  have  been 
hampered  and  restricted  in  all  sorts  of 
ways  in  regard  to  any  proper  control  of 
the  licensee,  and  under  this  Bill  that 
is  to  be  altered.     One  other  useful 
proposition  is  that  there  is  to  be  a  check 
on  new  licenses  and  the  evils  resulting 
from  the  present  position  of  affairs.  1 
know  of  a  town  where  the  populatim 
has  increased  by  35,000  during  the  past 
fifteen  years.   Street  after  street  has  been 
erected,  and  the  workmen  have  invested 
their  small  savings  in  dwelling  houses. 
This  new  district  is  the  happy  hunting 
ground  of  seekers  for  licenses,  applied  for 
mostly  by  the  agents  of  brewery  com- 
panies.   I  know  applications  which  have 
been  made  year  after  year  for  the  last 
ten  years,  and  the  workmen  living  in 
that  district  have  been  frequently  driven 
into  Court  in  order  to  defend  their  rights 
and  oppose  the  granting  of  those  licenses, 
and  so  far,  I  am  glad  to  say,  they  have 
been  successful.     I  may  mention  that  in 
some  of  the  new  leases  gruited  in  that 
district  a  ol»u^g,^!^,^@?5f*^^t  the 
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holders  of  those  leases  should  undertake 
DOt  to  oppose  the  granting  of  licenses. 
To  my  mind  that  is  a  most  diagracefnl 
proceeding,  because  workmen  have  the 
right  to  keep  their  homes  clear  of  the 
incoaTenience  of  the  publio-house  being 
open  next  door.   Then  there  is  Clause  19, 
which  deals  with  young  children  going 
into  public-houses.   I  think  that  clause 
is  far  too  weak,  and  it  ought  to  be  made 
compulsory  upon  all  magistrates  to  pre- 
vent children  under  fourteen  years  of 
age  from  frequenting  the  opea  bars  of 
licensed  premises.    I  think  in  saying  that 
I  carry  with  me  the  vast  majority  of 
hon.  Members  of  this  House,  for  this 
is  a  matter  upon  which    the  nation 
has   made  up  its  mind.     The  nation 
IS   not   any   longer   going    to  allow 
young  obildren  to  frequent  the  open 
bard  of  licensed  premises.     There  are 
certain  propositions  contained  in  the  Bill 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of  a  very  mild 
description  with  regard  to  Sunday  closing. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Hackney 
referred  to  the  failure  of  Sunday  closing 
in  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales.   I  wish 
to  say  that  Sunday  closing   in  those 
places  has  been  a  pronounced  and  emphatic 
•Uijcess,  and  the  balance  of  advantage  is 
enormously  on  the  side  of  the  measures 
now  in  force  the  e.   If  any  hon.  Member 
cares  to  appeal  to  the  licensed  trade  of 
Scotland  I  am  sure  he  will  get  an  emphatic 
reply  in  favour  of  the  retention  of  the 
measure  as  it  at  present  stands.  The  recent 
Boyal  Commission  had  evidence  given  by 
licensees  upon  this  question,  and  although 
one  of  them  stated  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
some  modiRoation  of  the  Scottish  Sunday 
Closing  Act  be  said  he  was  speaking 
entirely  for  himwlf  and  that  he  bjlieved 
the  vast  majority  of  the  licensed  trade  in 
Scotland  was  in  favour  of  entire  Sunday 
closing.     The  same  thing  applies  to 
Walos,  and  its   undoubted  success  in 
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Ireland  is  also  embodied  in  the  recent 
Bapsrb  which  has  been  presented  to  the 
House.  One  the  greatest  reasons  for 
piissing  this  measure  into  law  is  that  it 
will  do  away  with  the  social  and  political 
menace  of  the  licensed  trade.  What  is 
their  declared  position  towards  tiiit 
House  ?  The  object  of  their  main  organ- 
isations is  to  secure  by  legal  means,  re- 
gardless of  party  politics,  the  return  to 
the  House  of  Commons  of  candidates 
favourable  to  trade  interests.  The 
Licensed  Victuallers  Central  Protection. 
Society  has  for  its  object  the  securing  of 
such  Parliamentary,  municipal,  and  paro- 
chial representation  as  is  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  its  interests.  At  the  end  of 
the  time-limit  when  the  trade  is  lifted  out 
of  its  present  ruts  and  raised  to  the  broad 
and  sound  national  control  the  country  as 
a  whole  will  be  all  the  better  for  it,  and 
there  will  be  a  proper  and  reasonable 
adjustment  of  a  reasonable  supply  to  a 
reasonable  demand.  No  doubt  we  shall, 
as  a  Party,  lose  seats  in  the  contest  upon 
which  we  have  entered,  but  I  do  not 
think  anyone  will  charge  us  with  lack  of 
courage.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  the 
wastage  of  war  in  a  campaign  carried  on 
for  the  upraising  of  the  whole  people.  If 
some  of  us  lose  our  seats,  if  our  majorities 
are  materially  reduced,  if  at  the  end  we 
have  achieved  a  great  work  for  the 
country  and  for  the  citizens,  I  am  sure 
we  shall  have  achieved  the  result  we  had 
in  view. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN"  (Surrey,  Wimbledon) : 
We  have  had  an  interesting  debate, 
but  it  is  unfortunate  that  we  have  been 
left  without  a  Minister  on  the  front  bench 
opposite  during  a  great  part  of  the  dis* 
cusston.  It  is  a  new  feature  of  a  debate 
on  the  principal  Bill  of  the  session  that 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  it  should  have 
been  absent  all  dayi^i  There-  have^^i^r 
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remarkable  differences  of  opinion  between 
two  ol  the  Ministers  with  re^fftrd  to- 
some  of  the  proTisions  and  some 
of  the  effects  of  this  measure,,  and 
there  is  a  wide  divergence  of  opnion 
among  hon.  Members  opposite.  As 
the  real  effects  of  the  Bill  become 
better  known  ib  Uiis  House  that  diver- 
gence <rf  opinion  is  likely  to  increase. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
is  under  a  misapprehension  when  he  says 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  South  Dublin  has  not  explained  the 
policy  (tf  the  Opposition  in  regard  to  the 
time-limit.  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
eaqdained  that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion declared  in  1904  that,  in  his 
opinion,  a  time-limit  is  absolutely  in- 
consistent with  a  levy  on  the .  trad& 
The  hon.  Member  complained — I  do  not 
know  to  what  districts  he  was  referring — 
that  working-  men  were  subjected  in  some 
paita  of  the  country  to  great  hardahi^w 
because  they  were  compelled  to  sign 
laases  by  which  they  undertook  not  to 
oppose  the  granting  of  a  new  licence,  or 
the  renewal  of  an  existing  licence,  if  I 
understood  him  aright.  I  have  always 
recognised  this  myself,  and  I  have  con- 
siderable sympathy  with  the  view  of  the 
hon.  Member,  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
perfectly  easy  for  a  man  in  a  wealthy 
position  to  take  measures  to  ensure  that 
he  shall  not  be  subjected  to  the  nuisance 
of  having  a  public-house  in  his  neighbour- 
hood. It  ought  to  be  possible  for  work- 
ing men  to  occupy  a  similarly  favourable 
position.  I  agree  that  that  is  a  hardship, 
but  it  is  one  which  can  be  remedied 
whenever  Parliament  thinks  fit  to  under- 
take the  work,  without  the  introduction 
of  a  sweeping  measure  like  this  which,  in 
that  particular  respect,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  would  not  place  them  in  a  better 
position  than  they  are  in  at  the  present 
moment. 
Mr.  ChofUn. 


I  pass  to  what  I  desire  to  say  with 
regard  to  some  of  the  statements  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
debate  he  referred  again  to  what  he 
described  as  the  fundamental  objects  of 
the  Bill  which  he  has  now  put  before  the 
House  md  the  country  on  three  different 
oooasions.  The  first  was  on  the  intro* 
duction  of  this  Bill  just  about  two  months 
ago ;  the  second  was  at  a  banquet  given 
in  London  on  1st  April  last;  and  the 
third  was  on  the  opening  of  this 
debate.  On  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  its  first  great  object  was  an 
immediate  and  progressive  reduction 
of  the  facilities  for  drinking  in  this 
country.  On  Tuesday  last  he  said  that  it 
was  to  improve,  by  reduction  of  licences 
and  other  means,  the  conditions  under 
which  the  liquor  traffic  is  carried  on ;  but 
at  the  banquet  on  1st  April  it  was  no 
longer  to  be  an  immediate  reduction. 
Then  it  was  to  be  a  reduction  in  a 
reasonable  time,  and  I  was  pleased  to 
think  that  there  was  some  modification 
already  in  his  opinions.  I  began  to 
entertain  very  considerable  hopes  that 
he  was  going  to  meet  the  Opposition  in 
regard  to  thu  Bill  in  a  fair  and  concilia- 
tory spirit.  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  a  reasonable 
reduction  of  licences  in  a  reasonable  time 
was  all  the  Bill  provided,  I  do  not  think 
I  should  have  any  great  quarrel  with 
the  Prime  Minister.  I  hope  hon.  Members 
opposite  will  forgive  me  for  saying  this^ 
but  they  always  seem  to  me  from 
their  speeches,  at  least,  to  give 
the  impression  that  they  claim  to 
have  a  monopoly  in  the  Radical 
Party  of  the  desire  to  promote  temper- 
ance and  to  diminish  drunkenness  in  this 
country.  If  that  is  the  view  which  they 
entertain,  I  can  i^uLre^t^^t^<tfl«3r  ue 
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entirely  mistaken.  We  have  differed  no 
doubt,  and  differed  very  widely  indeed, 
as  to  the  methods  by  which  they  propose 
to  accomplish  that  end.  It  is  permitted 
to  us  so  to  differ,  but  we  are  no  less 
anxious  than  they  are  to  see  the  promo- 
tion of  temperance  and  the  diminution 
of  drunkenness  largely  carried  out  in  this 
country,  and  it  is  because  I  entertain 
those  opinions  myself,  as  strongly,  I  dare 
say,  as  any  man  in  this  House,  that  it 
was  with  proportionate  disappointment  I 
heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when 
he  came  to  the  close  of  his  speech,  which 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  who  moved 
the  Amendment  described  as  a  wild 
whirligig  of  words,  make  what  seemed  to 
me,  I  confess,  was  like  an  open  declara- 
of  war  on  the  opponentcrof  this  measure. 

•  The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUEB  (Bfr.  LLOYD-GEOTtOE,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  A  challenge  to  war. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  No,  I  think  it  was  a 
declaration  of  war,  but  we  must  all  form 
our  own  opinions  as  to  that.    In  view  of 
the  fact  that  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
who  moved  the  Amendment  dissected  the 
Bill  with  so  much   completeness  and 
skill  that  left  nothing  to  be  desired, 
and    very    little    more    to   be  said, 
I  propose  in  the  few  observations  I 
desire  to  address  to  the  House  to-night 
to  confine  myself  entirely  to  stating 
the  general  objections  on  which  I  am 
wholly  opposed  to  your  Bill  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  before  us  at  present.    My  first 
and  main  objection  is  this,  that  you  cannot 
get  away  from  the  fact  that  the  Bill 
deprives  a  vast  number  of  the  people  of 
this  country  of  properties  or  possessions, 
or  by  whatever  name  you  may  be  pleased 
to  call  them,  to  which  they  have  a  right 
now,  and  that  it  does  this,  moreover, 
without  making  tJiem  that  fair  compensa- 


tion to  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  have 
a  perfectly  equitable  claim.    But  Uie 
Prime  Minister  mot  this  by  saying  that 
the  Bill  does  no.legal  wrong,  and,  what  ie 
more,  that  those  who  object  to  it  have  no 
legal  claim,  and  will  have  no  right  or  title 
to  claim  a  renewal  of  a  licance  which 
may  or  may  not  be  affected  by  this- 
Bill.   It  is  not  for  me  to  argue  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  ground  like  that,, 
but  I  heard  all  that  was  said  by  m7 
hon.  friend,  and    I    think  he  gave, 
very  good  reaions  which  at  least  may 
cause  some  doubts  as  to  whether  the 
Prime  Miniater  is  absolutely  right  in 
law.   I  think  Uie  question  when  we  get 
into  Committee  will  be  more  thoroughly 
thrashed  out   But  to-night  I  am  not 
concerned  to  go  into  that,  and  with  all 
respect  in  the  world  to  the  Prime. 
Minister  I  say  that  that  is  not  Uie  question 
which  is  at  issue  at  present  between  ui. 
What  we  have  to  decide  in  the  first 
place,   in   my   opinion,  in  connectioD 
with  this  Bill  in  this:  Have  they  or 
have  they  not  an  equjtable  title  to 
the    undisturbed    enjoyment   of  their 
possessions  1    If  the  answer  to  that 
question  is  in  the  affirmative,  then  the 
next  question  we  have  to  decide  is :  Do 
they  get  under  your  Bill  that  fair  and- 
full  compensation  to  which,  as  I  contend 
myself,  they  are  entlM»  aod  -whiBh. 
Parliament  up  to  the  present  timCf  at  all 
events,  has  always  awarded  to  those  who 
are  deprived  of  their  |ff^eMy  li>f  itbj^ 
great  national  purpose  T   As  a  matter  of 
f4Ct  those  are  the  two  main  queetiona- 
which  possess  an  interest  for  me  in 
connection  with  this  Bill^  Mad  upon  wfaitdk- 
the  fight  will  have  to  bo  fought  out. 
The   answer  to  the  first  qoestion,  in 
my  opinion,  is   and   oiftlil  Im'  in  '&s& 
affirmative,  and  it  is  supported  by  ik 
number  of  witnesses  of  gr«at  weight . 
authority  whose  op^^^^Gc^WC 
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directly.  Ab  to  the  seooad  quettion,  for 
tiie  answer  to  that  you  have  only  to 
glance  at  the  figures  given  to  the  Hoase 
on  the  opening  night  of  the  debate  by 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  which  no  one 
in  any  part  of  the  tlouse  has  ever 
attempted  to  answer,  and  which  I  venture 
(0  say  will  never  be  answered  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  debate.  Then  the 
Prime  Minister  says  :  "That  is  all  very 
well,  but  what  you  call  a  title,  what  you 
«all  a  claim,  is  what  I  call  an  expectation  " 
— an  expectation,  moreover,  as  my  right 
hon.  friend  pointed  out  this  afternoon, 
which  the  Prime  Minister  declared  i« 
not  and  never  can  be  called  any  form  of 
property  whatever.  It  is  upon  this 
point  that  I  am  going  to  call  one  or  two 
witnesses  against  him,  and  the  first  shall 
be  one  of  greater  authority,  as  I  am  sure 
he  himself  will  be  the  first  to  admit, 
than  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
present  Leader  of  the  House,  because  it 
is  the  authority  of  a  man  who  was 
the  cherished  Leader  and  idol  of  the 
Libert  Party  .for  a  vast  number  of 
years,  namely,  the  late  Mr.  Gladstone 
E  remember  the  statement  which  he 
made,  a  great  many  years  ago  it  is  true, 
but  that  does  not  diminish  its  .value  in 
the  slightest  degree,  because  it  waa  on  a 
matter  of  great  principle,  and  principles 
hold  good  throughout  any  length  of  time. 
I  am  sure  that  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  will  receive  his 
opinions,  although  they  may  be  distaste- 
ful, with  all  the  respect  to  which  his 
memory  entitles  him.  In  the  Mid- 
lothian campaign,  speaking  at  Dalkeith, 
on  26th  November,  1879,  Mr.  Gladstone 
4aid — 

"  I  have  promimd,  gentlemen,  to  My  a  word 
during  this  course  of  addresBes  on  a  subject  of 
Tery  great  importance — namely,  the  subject 

«f  the  liquor  laws  of  thia  country  

£veryoae  admita  the  seriousness  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Chaplin 
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But  we  come  to  great  differences  of  opinioo  as 
to  the  mode  of  dealing  with  it," 

Thc-t  is  an  experience  which  the  present 
Ministers  must  admit. 

"Hy  opinion  is  this,  that  the  three  prin^i* 
pies  which  ought  to  guide  the  consideration  of 
thin  difficult  question  are  as  follows  :  (I)  Serious 
eSorU  ought  to  be  made  to  abate  this  terrible 
mischief." 

We  all  agree  with  that. 

"  (2)  They  should  be  made  with  a  due  and  a 
careful  regard  for  the  state  of  public  opinion." 

Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGS:  Hear,  hear! 

Me.  CHAPLIN  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  "  Hear,  hear.'*  I  am 
inclined  to  obsetve  from  some  recent 
manifestations  that  the  Government  in. 
introducing  this  Bill  have  not  had  quite 
due  regard  to  all  classes  of  public 
opinion. 

"  (3)  I  must  also  add  that  I  think  that  if  it  be 
necessary,  if  Parliament  shall  think  it  wiee  to 
introduce  radial  change  into  t^  working  of 
the  liquor  law  in  such  a  way  as  to  break  down 
the  fair  expectations  of  persons  which  have  grown 
up — ^whether  rightly  or  wrongly  is  not  the  quea- 
tion,  it  ia  not  their  fault,  it  is  onr  fault — under 
the  shadow  of  these  laws,  their  fair  claim  to 
com[iensatioa  ought,  if  they  can  make  good 
their  com,  to  be  considered,  as  all  such  claima 
have  been  considered,  by  the  wisdom  and  the 
liberality  of  the  British  Parliament." 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Gladstone 
returned  to  the  charge.  In  the  House 
of  Commons  on  18th  J  une,  1880, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  was  then  Prime 
Minister,  in  the  course  of  a  debate  on  a 
Resolution  proposed  by  Sir  Wilfred 
Lawson,  said — 

"  I  should  have  been  better  pleased  with  the 
matter  of  the  resolution  if  my  hon.  friend  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson)  had  included  in  it  some  r^r- 
ence  to  the  principle  of  equitable  compensation. 
I  do  not  want  my  hon.  friend  to  commit  himself 
upon  the  point,  but.l,,>ir^tji  fraDk.recogoitioo 
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of  the  principle  that  we  are  not  to  deny  to  publi- 
cans, as  a  clasfl,  the  benefits  of  equal  treatment, 
because  we  think  their  trade  i«  at  so  many 
points  in  contact  with,  and  even  sometimea 
productive  of,  great  public  mischief." 

I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  following  words,  because  the  ex- 
pression is  very  remarkable. 

"  Coiuidering  the  legisUtiye  title  they  have 
acquired  " — 

I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to  be 
able  to  draw  a  distinction  between  a 
statutory  and  a  legislative  title.  I 
should  say  it  is  a  distinotion  without  a 
difference  ;  but  that  is  a  point  which  will 
have  to  be  settled  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister  who  denies  altogether  that  there 
is  a  legal  title  to  renewal — 

"  Considering  the  legidaiive  title  they  have 
acquired,  and  the  lecognition  of  their  position 
in  the  (ffoceedings  of  this  House  for  a  long 
aeries  of  yean,  th^y  ought  not  to  be  placed 
at  a  disadvantage  on  account  of  the  particular 
impression  we  may  entertain,  in  many  cases 
but  too  joetly,  in  relation  to  the  mischiefs  con- 
nected with  the  fxeaokt  licensing  system  and 
the  oonmmption  of  strong  liquors  as  it  is  now 
carried  on." 

That  is  the  statement  of  the  late 
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with  which  the  Government  are  going  to 
deal.  Therefore,  they  have  an  equitable 
claim  to  the  full  and  fair  compensation 
which  is  their  due.  And  when  I  say 
"  fair,*'  I  mean  by  that  expression,  that 
the  measure  of  compensation  should  be 
the  value  of  the  possession,  of  the 
property  or  whatever  you  call  it,  which 
is  taken  amy  from  the  man  to  whom  it 
belongs.  I  do  not  think  anyone  will 
deny  the  justice  and  soundness  of  thai 
principle  or  the  force  of  it.  You  do  not 
propose,  and  I  think  it  would  be  im- 
possible under  the  terms  of  this  Bill, 
to  give  anything  approaching  the  full 
market  value  of  the  property  of  which 
yon  are  going  to  deprive  these  men 
by  the  non-renewal  of  their  lioences, 
and  above  all  by  the  fourteen  years 
time-limit.  In  my  opinicm  there  is  no 
political  principle  more  univeraally  ac- 
cepted than  this,  that  whenever  the  State, 
for  any  great  public  purpose,  thinks  it 
right  and  feels  it  its  duty  to  take  away 
property  from  individuals — the  State, 
of  course, is  within  its  full  right  in  doing 
this — ^nobody  denies  tibat — it  has  always 
'  given  to  the  man  the  full  and  fair  pe- 


Mr.  GUdstone,  and  I  have  brought  the  j  cuniary  equivalent  of  the  value  of  his 


attention  of  the  House  to  the  point 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  the  most  vital  of 
all  in  considering  this  Bill.  To  my  mind 
it  is  perfectly  dear  that  the  present  Prime 
Minister  and  the  man  who  was  Prime 
Minister  in  1880  are  of  two  different 
opinions  altogether.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  am  quite  content  to  take  my 
stand  on  the  statement  made  by  the  late 
Mr.  Gladstone  in  support  of  the  conten- 
tion which  I  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
beside  me  have  made  to-night.  That 
contention  from  the  first  has  been  that 
these  people  have  an  equitable  title — 
what  Mr.  Gladstone  called  a  legislative 
title — ^to  the  property,  to  the  possessions 


property  of  which  he  is  deprived.  That 
is  a  doctrine  which  I  have  heard  laid 
down  in  the  House  over  and  over  again 
byinen  of  the  greatest  possible  authority, 
and  by  nobody  more  so  than  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. I  want  to  say  a  word  more  of 
what  the  Prime  Minister  said  about 
expectation  of  renewal,  and  what  we 
call  an  equitable  title  and  an  equitable 
claim.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  an  expectation  of  renewal  cannot  be 
considered  at  all  a  form  of  property. 
Why  not  1  I  differ  from  the  Prime 
Minister  in  toto.  I  absolutely  deny  his 
contention.  And  I  say  on  the  other  hand 
that  it  has  been  j 
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as  such  over  and  over  again  by  Parlia- 
ment, by  IAm  law  of  prewription,  and  np 
to  the  last  moment  before  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill  by  the  Government  itself. 
I  can  give  abscdate  proof  of  that  by 
mfening  to  the  well-known  oaae  whieh 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Dublin  and  other  hon.  Qentlemen  have 
quoted.  [Ministebial  Ironioal  lan^ter.] 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to  be 
Itretty  well  tired  of  that  case  already 
and  I  am  not.in  the  least  surprised  at  it. 
loannothelpthat.  It  ia  upon  the  quota- 
tion of  this  concrete  case  t^t  I  rely  as  a 
]aoof  of  my  contention.  It^is  lie  case 
tti  the  "Coach  and  Horses"  pnblic- 
luHue.  [Renewed  Ministebial  ironioal 
laughter.]  I  know  it  is  a  very  dis- 
agreeable subject  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
Opposite.  [UmsTBitUL  cziea  of  "  No."] 
It  is  in  support  of  my  contention  that 
these  things  have  been  treated  as  property 
and  as  possessions,  and  have  to 
be  taken  into  aoooont  in  reply  to  fJie 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister.  The 
facts  are  simply  these :  This  public- 
house  was  sold  recently  for  £10,000. 
The  conveyance  was  dated  October, 
1907.1  The  deed  was  stamped  and  passed 
by  the  Treasury  Solicitor  in  November — 
the  last  transaction  being  dated  14th 
November,  1907 — ^just  at  the  time  when 
the  Cabinet  sat  to  settle  the  measures 
to  be  submitted  to  Parliament  this  year. 
This  house  has  been  valued  fflnce 
without  a  licence  at  £2,150  and  the 
average  valuation  was  made  by  no  less 
than  three  difierent  e^^rts  of  the  highest 
possible  reputation.  Supposing  under 
this  Bill  that  the  renewal  of  the 
licence  of  tlus  house  were  refused,  I 
have  been  told  that  that  which  yon  call  an 
**  expectation,"  and  Mr.  Gladstone  calls 
a  "l^islative  title,"  does  not  give  the 
pnzchaser  an  equitable  clum  to  full 
Mr.  Chaplin. 


compensation  under  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances. How  could,  any  purchaser 
believe  that  any  EngUsh  Government 
could  sell  a  valuable  property  of  this 
kind  to  a  purchaser,  and  then,  the  moment 
his  back  was  turned,  by  their  own  deed, 
could  diminish  its  value  without  securing 
to  the  purchaser  full  compensation  % 
And  yet,  with  your  time-limit,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  over  and  over  again, 
it  is  impossible  to  do  so  in  such  a  case 
as  that  without  ruin  to  all  concerned. 
I  want  to  ask  this  question  :  Was 
renewal  a  just  expectation  or  not  ? " 
I  want  to  put  this  question  to  this 
Gtoremment.  There  is  a  very  prominent 
leading  Cabinet  Minister  utting  opposite 
me  now.  I  want  to  put  this  question  to 
him  and  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  I 
hope  that  we  shall  receive  an  answer 
to  it  before  the  close  of  the  debate. 
"  Was  the  expectation  of  renewal  on 
the  part  of  the  purchaser  of  the  *  Coach 
and  Horses'  from  tha  Government  a 
property  or  not  ? "  There  are  many 
other  matters  on  whidi  I  would  have 
liked  to  say  something,  but  it  is  impossible 
for  me  at  this  hour  of  the  night.  But 
the  second  point  of  my  objection  to 
the  Bill  is  that  the  Govenunent  hai 
nothing  to  show  us  whioh  gives  tiie 
probability  that  they  are  likely  to 
plish  their  end  by  the  particular : 
they  have  proposed.  All  the 
figures — all  the  statistics  on  whic 
ought  to  have  relied — proves 
particular  methods  will  not 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  npi 

next. 

Adjoumed  at  four 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  IH  Matj,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the 
Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Widnea  Corporation  Bill. — As  amen- 
ded, considered  ;    Amendments  made  ;  i 
^  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time.  1 

i  Llanelly  Gas  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a 
^  second  time,  and  committed. 

s   

PETITIOXS. 

■1  CHILDREN  BILL. 

^     Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Brighton ; 

Douglas  Water ;  Edinburgh  j  GUugow  ; 
-I  and  Rawden ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

i     COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

^      Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Bankton  ; 

Bedlington  ;  Blaen  cae  Gurwen ;  Church  i 
^  Lane;  Clay  Pit;  Cortonwood  Colliery; 
^  Dudley  ;  Elphinston;  Fence ;  Grange 
^  Moor;  Greenfield;  (irimetborpe ;  Hav- 
^  annah  and  Southport ;  Hepworth  ; 
^  Hulton;  House  of  Muir;  Leicesterahire 
S  Miners'  Association;  Lepton;  Lidgett 
I  Colliery ;  Little  Lever ;  Lower  Darwen ; 
^  Manvers  Main ;  Mitchell  Main ;  New 

PwU  Bach,  Yatalyfera ;  Newtown  (No.  2) 
"2  Pit  ;    North    Walbottle ;    Ormiston  ; 

Penrhiwceiber  ;  Penston  ;  Pontefract ; 
^  Prestonkirk ;  Riggonhead  ;  Rotherham  ; 

Silkstone ;  Strafford  Main  ;  Stanhope 
<i  Silkstone  ;  Strafford  Main ;  Rob  Royd  ; 

Tow    Stubbin ;    Tranent ;    Wallsend ; 
■V.  Wombwell    Main ;    Woodball ;  and 
^  Woodthorpe ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
a 

^  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Sanquhar,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Lasswade,  against ;  to 
.lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARYEDUCATION  (ENGLAND) 
AND  WALES  BILL.) 

Petitions  in  favour ;  From  Hartlepool ; 
Hirwain  ;  Llanse  ;  and  Saxmundham ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CLXXXVn.  [Fourth  Series.] 


UCENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Aberlour ; 
Alkborough  ;  Ashby  ;  Bamsley  (three) ; 
Barton  on  Humber  ;  Basingstoke  ;  Brigg 
I  (two) ;  Bristol ;  Broughton ;  Burton  ; 
Burton  Bridge  ;  Castle  Donington  ; 
Cavendish  Bridge  ;  Chigwell ;  Chippen- 
ham (two) ;  Cliffe  Bridge  ;  Crondall ; 
Cropstone  ;  Dunkirk ;  Dunmow  ;  Earl 
Soham  ;  East  Halton  ;  Eastling  ; 
Faversham  (thirteen);  Fiodiugham  Gox' 
I  hill ;  Grays  ;  Grays  Thurrock  :  Gun- 
ness ;  Hallamshire  (three) ;  Harlow  ; 
Hartington  ;  Hathem  ;  Hemington  ; 
HemhiU;  Higham ;  Hillsbro' ;  Hull 
(three) ;  Kirton  Lindsey  ;  Lamber- 
hurst ;  Laxfield ;  Leicester ;  Long 
Whitton  ;  Loughborough  ;  Lynsted ; 
Malmesbury ;  Mapplewell ;  Merthyr 
Tydfil ;  Messingham ;  Monmouth  ; 
Mountsorrel ;  New  Brumby ;  North 
Kelaey  ;  Oare  ;  Ospringe  (two) ;  Oxford  ; 
Quorn  ;  Reading  (three) ;  Redbourue  ; 
Rotherham  ;  ycawby  ;  Scunthorpe  ; 
Sedgrave ;  Selling ;  Sellinge ;  Sheffield 
(eight) ;  Shepahed  ;  Sherbum  (two) ; 
Sileby  ;  Skelmanthorpe  ;  Snitterby  ; 
South  Elrasall;  Statisfield,;  Teynham 
(three) ,  Throwlev  ;  Waddingham  ; 
West  Bergholt ;  Westerham ;  West 
Halton  ;  Winteringham  ;  Winterton  ; 
Witney  ;  Woodhouse  ;  Woolton  ;  Womb- 
well  ;  Wrawby ;  Wymeswold ;  and 
Yatesbury  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UCENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  for  alteration  :  From  Bromley 
and  Shortlands ;  Rawdon  ;  and  Sutton 
in  Craven  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  iu  favour  :  From  Aberdare 
(five) ;  Aberdeen  (eleven) ;  Airdrie  ; 
Alness  (two) ;  Altrincham ;  Alvaston ; 
Anglesey  (two) ;  Annan  (two) ;  Ardros- 
sau  ;  Ashby  6ia  la  Zouche  ;  Aston  on 
Trent ;  Aycliffe  ;  Ayr  ;  Bagillt ;  Bail- 
don  ;  Balgowrie ;  Bangor  laycoid ; 
Barnaley  (five) ;  Barras  ;  Barton  on 
Humber  ;  Batley ;  Beckenham  ;  Bed- 
linog  ;  Birmingham  ;  Blackburn  (two) ; 
Blaeuycoed ;  Bognor ;  Bolton ;  Bos- 
combe  ;  Boston  ;  Bournemouth  ;  Bower  ; 
Bracknell ;  Brentford  ;  Brierfield  ; 
Brighouse  ;  Bristol  (two) ;  Bromley  ; 
Brondesbury ;  Broxburn  (two) ;  Bryu 
Awel ;  Brynford ;  Buckley  (two) ; 
Budwell ;     Buigh  Parva       Burnley ; 
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Bury  ;   Caithness  ;   Careglefn  ;  Chapel- 
town  ;      Charlton ;     Cefncoed  (two) ; 
Cilcain ;     Clackmannan ;     Clacton  on 
Sea ;      Coalmaughten  ;      Coedpoeth  ; 
Connah*s   Qaay   (three) ;      Coisham  ; 
Cullen  ;  Craigmailen  ;  Cramond ;  Cross- 
ford  ;    Cruden ;    Cwmaman ;  Dalkeith 
(two) ;  Dartmouth  ;  Denholme  ;  Dews- 
bury  ;    Dingwall ;    Dodworth ;  Don- 
caster  ;      Dowlais   (two) ;      Dundee ; 
Dunfermline  ;  Dumfries  (six) ;  Durham  ; 
Eaglescliffe ;    Ecclesfield ;  Edinburgh 
(two);  Elgin  (two);  Elland;  Enderby 
(two) ;   Fakenham  (two) ;   Fala  ;  Fal- 
mouth ;  Famworth  ;  Farsley ;  Ferryhill ; 
Ffynnon  Groew  ;  Fighting  Cocks  ;  Fish- 
ponda  ;     Fordingbridge  ;     Frodsham  ; 
Garth ;    Gillingham  ;    Gwespyr ;  Glan 
Conway  ;  Glasgow  (nine) ;  Goldsithney  ; 
Golftyn  (two) ;     Gosforth  ;     Grourock  ; 
Grangemouth ;      Grays ;      Greasbro' ; 
Great  Yarmouth  ;   Greenfield ;  Green- 
gate  ;  Guiseley ;  Haddington  ;  Hanley ; 
Hanwell ;      Harlesden ;      Harringay  ; 
Harrow  ;  Hartlepool ;  Heaton  ;  Hebden 
Bridge  ;     Haverton  Hill ;      Hendon  ; 
Henley   on    Thames ;       Heyhington  ; 
Hilton ;     Hirwain     (seven) ;  Holy- 
head ;    Holywell ;    Hope  ;    Horsforth ; 
Houghton    le    Skeme ;  Huddersfield 
(two) ;  Hull  (eight) ;  Huncote ;  lUdej  ; 
Illingworth ;     Innerwick ;     Inverness  ; 
Juniper  Green  (two) ;   Kelvedon  ;  Kil- 
barchan  ;      Kilsyth  ;      King's  Lynn  ; 
Kingskettle  ;  Kinsley ;  Kintore ;  Kirk- 
marden ;     Kirkmalive  ;     Kirkmuirhill ; 
Knockbain  ;  Knottingly  (two) ;  Landore; 
Leeds ;  Leicester  (two) ;  Leith ;  Leiant ; 
LemingtononTyne  ;  Lewis ;  Lightcliffe  ; 
Liskeard ;  Littlehampton  ;  Littlethorpe  ; 
Lianarmon  ;    Llanddanirl ;    Llanefydd  ; 
Lianfachraith  ;  Llanfairpyho  ;  Llangaffi  ; 
Llangollen  (two) ;  Llynj^jandy  ;  Llwyn 
Mawr  ;     Loftus  ;     Lochcarron  (two)  ; 
Lochmaben  ;      Lockerbie  ;      Loyland  ; 
Luddenden  ;   Lutterworth  (two) ;  Man- 
chester ;  Mancott ;  Maryburgh  ;  Merthyr 
Tydfil   (seven) ;      Mid  Calder  (two) ;  ! 
Milton  ;    Mold  ;    Morriston  ;    Morton  ;  ' 
Mostyn  ;  Mountain  Ash  ;  Narborough  ; 
Nelson  ;  Netherthong  (two) ;  Newbattle  ;  ■ 
New  Benwell ;    Norwich  ;    Nottingham  I 
(four) ;   Nutfield  ;   Oadby  ;   Oakenholt ; 
Old  Machar ;    Otley ;    Oxford ;  Papa 
Westray ;    Partick ;    Pen  Llyn ;  Pen- 
mynydd ;     Penpont ;     Pentre  Bwlch  ; 
Penycae ;    Penygraigwen ;  Penyrheol- 
genig ;      Peterhead ;      Perth   (four) ; 


Ponfeigh ;  Pontefract  (two) ;  Ponty- 
berem  ;  Port  Glasgow  (two) ;  Port 
Talbot  (two) ;  Ravensthorpe ;  Redhill ; 
Bhosgoch  ;  Rotherham  (three) ;  Royaton; 
Rutherford  ;  Sadburge  ;  St.  Ives  (two) ; 
St.  Just ;  St.  Leonards  ;  Sale  ;  Salisbury  ; 
Sandycroft ;  Sanquhar  (two) ;  Sam  ; 
Southampton  (three) ;  Saxmundham 
(four) ;  Seaham  Harbour  ;  Sedge6eld  ; 
Shebbear  ;  Sheffield  (three) ;  Shering- 
ham ;  Shieldaig ;  Shipley ;  SkeUnan- 
thorpe  (two) ;  SouthaU ;  Southport 
South  Sletton ;  Sowerby  (two) ;  Spark- 
brook  (two) ;  Staines  ;  Stainland  ; 
Stepney  ;  Stockport ;  Stockton  ;  Street  ; 
Summerhouse ;  Sutherland ;  Swadlin- 
cote ;  Tain ;  Tarporley ;  Temple ; 
Thorne  ;  Thornlev  ;  Thorpe  Hesley  ; 
Tisbury  (two) ;  '  Torbay  ;  Trelech  ; 
Trenddyn  (four) ;  Trewarmett ;  Tryddyn  ;- 
Troedyrhew  (three) ;  Utley  ;  Wallsend  ; 
Walsingham ;  Walthamstow  (six) ; 
Waverton  ;  West  Calder  ;  West  Corn- 
wall ;  West  Ham  ;  Westminster  (two) ; 
Westminster  Chapel ;  Weston  Rhyn  ; 
Weston  super  Mare  (two)  ;  Wigston 
Wigston  Magna  (two) ;  Witheridge 
Woodford  (two) ;  Woodhouse  ;  Wortley  ;. 
and  Ysceifiog  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UQUOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Cupar,  against ;  tO' 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Addiewell  r 
Airdrie  ;  Banff  ;  Birsay  ;  Bonnyrigg  ; 
Crail ;  Dalkeith  ;  Dumfries  ;  Glasgow  : 
Hallside  ;  Kilbaichan  ;  Largs  ;  MacduS  ; 
Maybole  ;  Portmahomack  ;  and  Thurso  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PrSLir-HOUSES  (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN)  (SCOTL.\ND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Ayr  : 
Dumfries ;  and  Perth  ;  to  He  upon  the 
Table. 

RIGHTS    OF    WAY    (SCOTLAND)  BILL_ 
Petition   from   Midlothian,   against  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOPS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Midlothian,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  3;|!^byGoOgTe 


1533 


Shops 


{1  May  1908} 


Bill 


1534 


RETURNS,  SJEPORTS,  ETC, 

BEFORMATORY      AND  INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOI^  (GREAT  BRITAIN). 

Copy  presented,  o(  Fifty-first  Report 
of  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Refor- 
matory and  Indiistrial  Schools  for  1907. 
Part  I,  List  of  Schools  and  Detailed 
Reports  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  ex- 
planatory of  the  Provisions  of  the  Bill 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH    RAILWAYS    (VICEREGAL  COM- 
mSSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Third  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH    RAILWAYS  ,  (VICEREGAL  COM- 
MISSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Appendix  to  Third 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Oontracts  for  Hails  to  the  Fur  East. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Conne- 
mara) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether*  before  entering  into  a  contract 
with  the  Canadian-Pacific  Railn^y  Com- 
pany for  the  carriage  of  mails,  he  will 
give  an  opportunity  to  the  Irish  repre- 
sentatives to  see  the  terms  of  it  ;  is  he 
aware  that  the  Canadian- Pacific  Railway 
runs  through  American  territory,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  called  an  all-British 
route. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The 
proposed  contract  for  a  mail  service 
with  the  Far  East  will  be  submitted  to 
this  House  for  confirmation. 

Military  Operations  in  India- 
Ma.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  complete  the 
Returns  issued  in  1900,  showing  that 
military  operations  had  been  undertaken 
by  Ini^a  between  1848  and  1898  on  no 
less^than  110  occasions,  by  stating  on 


how  many  occasions  military  operations 
have  been  undertaken  by  Lidia  on  the 
North-West  frontier,  the  North-East 
frontier,  and  beyond  India  in  the  period 
1899-1908,  inclusive. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bucharutn.)  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  will  ask  the 
Government  of  India  to  prepare  a  Return 
of  the  principal  military  operations  since 
1898. 

Guns  and  Shell— Private  and  QoTomment 
ICEinilbctiirO' 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  he  can  state  the  total  value 
of  guns  and  shell  manufactured  and  de- 
livered for  the  War  Office  during  the 
financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1908 ; 
and  what  proportion  of  such  value 
represents  guns  and  shell  delivered  under 
contract  by  private  firms. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Acland.)  The  infor- 
mation asked  for  is  not  available.  All 
that  can  be  given  readily  is  the  approxi- 
mate expenditure  on  guns  and  gun 
anununition,  and  these  figures  include 
the  expenditure  on  mountings  as  well  as 
on  guns  (including  spare  parts),  on 
cordite  for  filling  shell,  and  on  repairs  to 
artillery  equipments.  This  total  ex- 
panditure  was  approximately  £933,000, 
of  which  £590,000  represents  expenditure 
in  the  ordnance  factories. 


SHOPS  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

«SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  Bill  of 
wbich  he  rose  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
had  been  before  the  House  for  a  great 
number  of  years.  It  had,  indeed,  been 
before  both  Houses,  for  although  never 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was 
the  subject  of  prolonged  inquiry  in  which 
a  great  number  of  witnesses  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  gave  evidence  before 
a  Committee  of  that  House.  During  the 
last  three  years  he  had  been  anxious  that 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  St. 
Helens  should  take  charge  of  the  Bill, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  the  direct  representa- 
tive in  the  House  of  the  body  which  was 
principally  concerned  with  him  originally 
in  drawing  the  Bill,  the  National  Union  of 
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Shop  Assistants.    That  Bill  was  no  doubt 
the  joint  work  of  some  connected  with  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades 
Congress  and  the  National  Union  of  Shop 
Assistants  and  of  some  representatives 
of  the  shopkeepers  in  certain  trades  who 
were  farourable  to  the  Bill,  although 
many  of  their  coUeagueB  were  opposed  to  j 
it  on  detail.   It  htM  been  the  wish  of  i 
the  National  Union  of  Shop  Assistants,  | 
against  his  own,  that  he  should  continue  ! 
to  be  in  charge  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Bill  [ 
in  the  House  of  Commons.    It  had  certain  | 
advantages  over  other  forms  of  labour  [ 
legislation  and  certain  special  difficulties  ' 
in  its  way.    It  was  usual  to  object  to  ^ 
almost  all  forms  of  drastic  or  stringent . 
labour  legislation,  ar^ments  which  were  1 
those  of  the  old  Ricardo  religion  and  ! 
mainly  on  two  heads,  the  head  which ! 
concerned  cheapness  for  export  trades  and 
the  question,  therefore,  of  protection  and  ' 
free  trade,  and  the  head  of  individual ! 
personal  liberty.    As  regarded  the  ex- , 
port  trade,  that  did  not  arise  in  shops  j 
legislation.    It  was  a  purely  domestic  and  | 
internal  question,  and  they  were  entirely  [ 
free  from  that  difficulty.    As  regarded  j 
the  personal  liberty  side,  the  restriction  i 
of  the  hours  of  grown  persons  in  shops  | 
was  already  law.    The  Act  of  1904  of  the  { 
late  Conservative  Government  gave  the  ' 
most  stringent  powers  of  compuisorily  j 
shortening  the  nonrs  of  the  opening  of ; 
shops,  and  although  it  did  not  contain  a 
clause  directly  dealing  with  the  hours  of 
shop  assistants,  the   dealing  with  the 
hours  of  shops  themselves  constituted  that 
interference  with  what  was  called  the 
individual  liberty  of  the  shopkeeper  to 
open  as  long  as  he  pleased  to  which 
objection  was  now  raised.    That  law  had 
been  operative  in  only  a  few  places  as 
regarded  all  trades  and  most  of  the  orders 
under  it  were  concerned  only  with  single 
trades,  but  the  principle  was  there  and  in 
Glasgow  fUid  in  its  neighbourhood  there 
was  a  general  order  concerning  almost ! 
all  trades.    The  history  of  this  subject  I 
he  would  only  touch  so  far  as  was  neces- 1 
sary  in  order  to  make  the  position  clear,  i 
In  former  days  the  scheme  of  this  Bill ' 
and  that  of  Lord  Avebury's  original  Bill  j 
were  rival  schemes.    When  Ijord  Ave- 1 
bury   became  a  peer   he   raised    his ' 
Bill    again    in   another   place  and  a ' 
Committee   was    appointed   on  which ' 
the    late    Lord    Salisbury,    who  up 
to  that  time  had  opposed  all  legislation  of  i 
this  kind,  hod  a  seat.    Lord  Salisbury  , 
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took  a  more  active  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  that  Committee  than  he  was  ever 
known  to  take  on  any  Committee  in 
the  House  of  Lords.    He  examined  all 
the   witnesses   and   became  curiously 
friendly  to  the  principle  of  this  BIl 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  more 
optional     Bill     of     Lord  Avebury. 
Ii  Members  would  look  back  at  the 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords 
Committee  they  would  find  that  Ixird 
Salisbury    when    he    opposed  Lord 
Avebury's  Report  and  carried  his  own 
paragraphs,  which  were  adopted  unani- 
mously, based  himself  upon  their  argument 
and  for  their  Bill,  preferring  it  on  the  whole 
to  the  other  plans.    As  regarded  that 
House,  in  1903  the  Member  for  East 
Norfolk  carried  unanimously  a  Resolution, 
for  which  the  Bill  had  been  withdrawn. 
The  Resolution  was  opposed  by  the  then 
Government  It  was  accepted  as  reguded 
what  might  be  called  the  first  part  of  the 
Bill,  the  closing  of  shops,  but  it  was  fiercely 
opposed  as  regarded  the  hours  clause. 
In  spite  of  the  very  strong  opposition  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  St.  Augustine  Division  of  Kent,  the 
House  at  the  last  unanimously  adopted 
that  Resolution,  the  Government  not 
venturing  to  divide.    In  the  following 
year  they  brought  in  their  Government 
Bill,  which  he  opposed  on  the  same  grotmds 
aa  those  on  which  he  was  proceeding 
now  and  on  which  the  Resolution  of  1903 
was  carried.    They  allowetl  the  Govern- 
ment Bill  to  pass.   It  came  at  the  end  of 
the  session  to  a  question  whether  they 
should  stop  it,  as  they  were  in  a  position 
to  do,  or  whether  they  should  encourage 
the  Government  to  pass  it,  although  they 
had  opposed  it  on  the  grounds  which  he 
was     about   to    offer   in    support  of 
this   Bill.     Thev  decided   to    let  it 
pass,  and  it   did   pass,  because  they 
thought    the   experiment    would  be 
valxiable  in  both  directions,  both  because 
its  failure  to  obtain  a  general  short- 
ening of  hours  would  help  their  case,  and, 
on    the  other   hand,    the  experience 
gained  in  certain  places  by  the  shortening 
of  hours  under  the  scheme  of  that  Bifi 
might  be  useful  as  a  guide.    The  House 
of  Commons  had  unanimously  resolved 
last  year  that  it  had  been  a  failure — thev 
were  the  words  contained  in  their  unani- 
mous Resolution  last  year.    They  there- 
fore came  straight  to  the  question  of  what 
ought  to  be  the  remedy  for  universal^ 
admitted  evili^j,g„J|^  ^@t>^e'ast«  «f 
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time  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
discuss  the  nature  of  those  evils.  There 
was  no  contest  with  regard  to  the  evils  of 
long  hours  and  the  advantage  of  shorten* 
ing  them.  The  whole  qaestion  was  one 
of  detailed  plan,  and  of  the  objections 
offered  to  any  particular  scheme.  That 
being  so,  they  had  to  consider  generally 
what  their  line  of  action  ought  to  be. 
There  was  one  exception  last  year  to  the 
universal  admission  of  failure  every- 
where. The  Home  Secretary  admitted 
the  general  failure,  and  accepted  that 
word  in  the  Resolution,  but  said  he 
thought  in  Glas^w  there  had  been  a 
success.  He  (Sur  Charles  Dilke)  had 
therefore  very  carefully  examined 
since  that  time  the  nature  of  the 
Glasgow  experiment  and.  the  work- 
ing of  the  Glasgow  Order.  He  had 
nob  at  all  confined  himself  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  shop  assistants  or,  in- 
deed, of  the  traders  concerned,  but  he 
had  taken  opinions  from  Glasgow,  as  im- 
partial as  he  could  possibly  obtain,  from 
men  of  strong  common  sense,  and  men 
who,  by  their  avocations,  were  not  likely 
to  be  prejudiced  on  one  side  or  the 
other.  Generally  speaking,  he  thought 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Scottish 
Government  that  the  Act  was  a  failure  in 
Scotland  as  in  England.  If  Glasgow  was 
an  exception,  it  was  only  Glasgow.  The 
Lord-Advocate  had  issued  a  circular- 
letter  and  he  (Sir  Charles  Dilke)  had 
a  note  of  the  replies,  and  the  burghs 
by  ten  to  one  reported  the  Act 
to  be  a  failure.  There  was  also  a 
general  Return  before  the  House,  which 
included  Scotland.  There  were  117 
borahs  on  the  Roll,  and  of  those  Orders 
baoonly  been  made  in  fourteen  at  the  time 
of  the  circular  and  in  fifteen  now.  Most  of 
these  Orders  were  not  general  or  even 
extensiA'B  Orders  as  regarded  the  number  of 
trades  included,  but  were  mostly  Orders 
only  for  one  class  of  shop,  and  in  very 
many  cases,  like  the  vast  majority  of  the 
English  Orders,  only  for  hairaressere' 
shops.  That  was  no  general  or  even 
large  application  of  the  Act.  In  reply  to 
the  circular,  ten  burghs  had  expressed 
their  satisfaction  with  the  present  Act, 
and  a  large  majority  of  the  others  had 
said  they  wished  for  more  drastic  legisla- 
tion. In  Glasgow,  to  which  he  therefore 
returned  as  the  one  alleged  success — and 
he  did  not  wish  to  dispute  the  success, 
but  only  to  examine  the  facts  as  to 
Glasgow  —  there   was   a   very  large 


number  of  trades  included  in  the  Oi^er, 
the  Ust  of  which  revealed  at  once  the 
greatest  diflSculty  with  wMah,  since  the 
Orders  had  been  proposed,  Glasgow  had 
had  to  contend,  and  that  was  the  compo* 
site  shop.  A  great  number  of  shops  in 
the  list  had  names  which  showed  they 
were  on  the  border  line  of  several  trades, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  poll, 
where  they  had  to  poll  trade  by  trade 
and  get  a  majority  in  every  trade,  was 
extraordinarily  complicated  in  its  nature. 
That  was  one  of  the  complications  which 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  promoters  of  hia 
Bill  to  remove.  If  they  had  a  poll  at 
all,  which  was  put  in  as  a  safeguard, 
though  he  did  not  wish  for  it,  it  should 
be  a  general  poll  and  not  a  poll  trade  by 
trade.  They  ought  to  avoid  this  compli- 
cation of  trades  on  the  border  line.  At 
the  time  of  the  proposal  of  the  large  Order 
in  Glasgow  there  was  the  same  objection 
raised  on  behalf  of  the  small  shopkeepers 
in  the  suburbs  which  was  alleged  now, 
and  of  which  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
hear  from  opponents  of  the  Bill.  They 
had  received  many  circulars  in  which  that 
difficulty  was  alleged.  That  was  the 
main  objection  taken  in  advance  to  the 
Glasgow  Orders.  The  difficulty  which 
had  arisen  since  the  Orders  had  been 
made  was  the  difficulty  of  the  composite 
shops.  The  Corporation  had  gone  to 
litigation  and  had  been  supported  by 
decisions  of  the  Courts,  so  that  they  had 
had  their  way,  and  the  Act  had  worked, . 
although  with  friction.  As  regarded  the 
small  shops  the  most  impartial  authorities 
in  Glasgow  to  whom  he  had  been  able  to 
appeal  and  from  whom  ho  had  had  private 
opinions  for  his  own  guidance  stated  that 
the  huxUhip  alleg&a  in  Glasgow  in 
advance  had  not  in  practice  been  con- 
siderable. One  informant  to  whose 
opinion  he  attached  the  very  greatest 
weight,  and  whose  name  he  could  not 
give  because  he  got  his  opinion  on  the 
strict  condition  that  it  was  for  his 
own  guidance  only,  told  him  that 
the  small  shopkeepers  in  the  suburbs 
opposed  the  Orders  of  the  Corporation 
on  the  very  ground  which  was  now 
alleged,  that  they  did  all  their  trade  in 
the  evening,  and  man^  of  them  did  not 
employ  any  shop  assistants,  and  ought 
not,  they  thought,  to  come  under  any 
legislation.  Of  course,  he  regarded  as  a 
Committee  point  the  point  of  whether 
there  should  be  any  exception  of  shops  by 
reason  of  their  not  emploving  assistonts. 
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It  was  not  a  vital  principle  of  the  Bill, 
and  in  every  one  of  our  Colonies,  and  in 
all  foreign  countries  where  there  had 
been  legislation  of  this  nature,  there  had 
always  been  Committee  discussion  on  that 
question,  and  in  some  of  the  most  success- 
ful Colonial  laws  that  exception  existed. 
Nevertheless,   although  there  was  no 
exception  made  in  Glasgow,  and  the  law 
was  general,  "  grumbling  has  now  ceased," 
and  the  hardship  alleged  had  not  been 
found  practically  to  exist.    But  recently 
in  Glasgow  there  had  been  a  strike  on 
hours,  and  the  revelations  of  that  strike, 
in  a  town  which  possessed  a  drastic  Order 
affecting  most  trades,  and  affecting  the 
trade  in  which  the  strike  had  taken 
place,  were  curious,  and  deserving  of 
some  attention.     One  allegation  had 
been  made  in  the  Glasgow  Press,  and 
another  had  been  made  on  the  authority 
of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Council  of  the  National  Union  of  Shop 
Assistants.    The  two  were  not  exactly 
the  same,  but  he  would  frankly  state  the 
difference.    It  was  alleged  in  the  Press 
that  the  usual  number   of  hours  in 
the  great  grocer's  shop  where  the  strike 
occurred  was  seventy-nine  per  week — 
long  hours,  <rf   course,  bat  not  the 
longest  known  of — and  that  they  ran 
up  to   100  during  the  busy  periods 
of   the  year,  which  was,  of  course, 
very  long  hours  indeed.     The  Glas- 
gow and  West  of  Scotland  Council  of 
the  National  Union  of  Shop  Assistants 
said  that  the  minimum  number  of  hours 
was  seventy-nine  and  that  the  exceptional 
hours  were  over  100  per  week.    He  had 
carefully  inquired  how  it  was  possible 
that  hours  so  long  should  be  worked  in 
the  case  of  a  city  where  a  genwal  Order 
of  a  drastic  nature  under  the  Act  of 
1904  existed,  and  the  result  was  very 
curious,  because  it  bore  upon  a  portion  of 
this  Bill  to  which  the  promoters  attached 
extreme  importance    and  was  specifi- 
cally  mentioned   in    the  Resolution 
of   the  House   in   1903  and  was  the 
ground  of  the  opposition  which  the 
then  Government  offered,   not  being 
able  to  take  their  objection  to  the  division 
lobby.  The  Order  in  Glasgow  he  was  told, 
and  it  seemed  [nradoxicu,  had  not  caused 
a  reduction  of  hours.   It  had  caused  a 
redistribution  but  not  a  redaction,  and  the 
reason  was  because  in  the  present  law 
there  was  no  clause  limiting  the  bours 
of  shop  assistants.    It  only  limited  ihe 
hours  of  the  opening  of  shops,  and  the  re- 
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distribution  alluded  t(^  which  had  caused 
some  shop  assistants  hours  in  Glasgow  to 
be  increased,  meant  that  the  letter  orden 
were  attended  to  after  the  shop  was  shut 
instead  of  during  the  hoars  the  shop  was 
open,  and  of  course  in  addition  there  was 
all  the  preparation  of  the  shop  for  the 
next  day's  work.  These  facts  showed 
that  it  was  necessary  in  dealing  with  this 
subject  to  include  a  clause  restricting  the 
hours  of  shop  assistants,  and  he  asked  his 
Glasgow  adviser  how  he  thought  the 
wor£ng  of  the  local  Order,  and  the  strike 
bore  upon  this  point,  and  he  said— • 

"The  loae  hours  cause i  by  keeping  men 
working,  making  up  letter  orders  and  preparing 
goods  for  the  following  day's  sale,  after  the  shop 
is  closed  to  the  public." 

That  was  a  point  to  which  they  attached 
vital  importance.  In  1 904  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  got  into  some  trouble  because  he 
had  always  opposed  their  proposal  on 
.  general  grounds,  and  they  thought  those 
I  general  grounds  of  opposition  were 
equally  applicable  to  the  Bill  of  the 
then  Government.  After  some  hesitation 
the  hon.  Baronet  finally  came  down  on 
the  Government  side  and  supported  the 
measure. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY :  It  is  quite  true 
there  was  a  considerable  difficulty,  W^h^it 
took  place  was  that  I  first  said  I  should 
vote  for  the  Amendment  of  my  right 
hon.  friend.  Then  when  it  came  to  be 
explained  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  so  bad 
that  I  voted  for  the  Bill  of  my  own  Party, 
which  though  very  bad  was  not  quite  as  bad. 

*SiB  CHABLES  DILKE  said  that  if 
he  could  conceive  that  for  a  moment  he 
could  hold  the  bon.  Baronet's  views,  he 
would  have  acted  as  he  did  upon  uat 
occasion.  The  form  of  the  present  Act, 
if  hon.  Members  would  look  at  it,  con- 
trasted with  the  form  of  this  Bill,  realty 
told  the  whole  story.  The  Besolution  of 
last  year  set  forth  that  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  this  House  more  drastic  legisla- 
tion was  required.  The  Glasgow  Order, 
which  was  a  drastic  one,  had  shown  the 
strength  of  the  administration  of  the 
Corporation  d  Glasgow,  because  it  had 
been  most  efficiently  enforced,  and  yet 
the  weakness  of  the  law  had  been  clearly 
shown  and  exactly  the  difficulties  had 
arisen  which  were  foreseen.  It  was  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  the  existing  law  had 
broken  down  and  was  a  dead  letter^  When 
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Parliament  was  unanimously  convinced  of 
the  need  for  dealing  with  this  question, 
it  passed  a  law  so  hedged  about  with 
numerous  and  unnecessary  securities  that 
even  Lord  Avebury  himself  prophesied  its 
failure.  Almost  everybody  agreed  that 
more  drastic  legislation  was  required.  He 
was  aware  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
hours  clause.  He  was  prepared  to  assert 
that  all  opponents  of  this  Bill  who  had 
shown  their  hands  by  resolutions  were 
favourable  to  the  general  principle^  which 
was  the  main  issue  at  stake  upon  the 
.  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill.  The  objec- 
tions which  had  been  raised  to  this 
measure  were  really  Committee  matters, 
and  not  questions  of  principle.  One  of 
the  most  authorised  of  the  representatives 
of  those  hostile  to  the  Bill  was  the 
gentlemui  rraresenting  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade  at  the  annual  con- 
ference of  that  body  held  at  Derby. 
The  incoming  president  delivered  an 
address  upon  this  subject,  in  which  he 
said  that  "  the  Shops  Bill  like  the  Shop 
Hours  Act  was  to  be  condemned 
because  the  powers  were  to  be 
«nforced  and  controlled  by  the  local 
authority  instead  of  by  Parliament." 
That  argument  ii'as  only  partly  true  of 
this  Bill.  In  the  same  speech  was  a 
proposal  for  the  adoption  of  one  of 
the  most  drastic  forms  of  colonial 
law  upon  this  question.  The  same 
speaker  said— 

"  What  was  needed   was  a  national  Bill, 
-,natiooally  controlled,  and  applicable  to  every 
retail  shop  in  the  Kingdom.     Many  of  the 
difficaltiea  of  this  Bill  would  arise  when  it  wat 
.  applied  locally,  but  would  disappear  if  the  Bill 
was  made  naticmol." 

"The  speech  concluded  with  a  request 
for  "a  national  Bill  like  that  of  New 
South  Wales."  That  was  a  very 
■curious  demand  coming  from  this  great 
body  of  shopkeepers.  If  he  thought 
there  was  any  chance  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Act  (being  accepted  he  would  be 
quite  ready  to  join  with  them.  That 
measure,  however,  was  not  consistent 
-with  the  administrative  methods  of  the 
old  couDtoy,  but  he  would  at  once  close 
•with  that  (^r  if  he  thought  there  was 
any  chance  of  its  being  accepted  and  being 
carried  into  law.  The  New  South  Wales 
law  was  under  a  statute  of  1899,  and  an 
■amending  law  of  1900.  It  was  not  quite 
^rue  that  the  New  South  Wales  law  was 
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absolutely  national  or  uniform.  The 
local  authority  in  New  South  Wales  had 
the  same  power  as  this  Bill  proposed  of 
settling  which  should  be  the  day.  There 
was  also  the  further  local  power  that 
upon  a  memorial  from  one-third  of  the 
shop-keepers  of  any  of  the  municipalities 
of  New  South  Wales  there  could  be  a 
poll.  That  poll  would  have  to  be  held 
under  conditions  which  would  be  regarded 
as  unduly  democratic  in  this  country  by 
those  who  opposed  this  Bill.  In  that 
poll  every  shopkeeper  had  only  one  vote, 
but  every  shop  assistant  over  eighteen 
years  of  age  also  had  a  vote,  and  so  it 
was  really  the  shop  assistants  who  decided 
the  question.  In  this  colonial  measure, 
apart  from  the  usual  exceptions,  there 
was  a  isixty  hours  clause,  and  besides 
that,  there  was  a  further  limitation  that 
the  assistants  could  not  be  employed 
more  than  hi^f-an-hour  after  the  doors  of 
the  shop  were  closed  to  the  public  on  any 
one  day.  He  wished  to  deal  with  one  or 
two  other  suggestions  made  by  their 
opponents  in  regard  to  the  ditEculties 
raised  by  this  Bill  and  he  would  only 
take  the  most  important  resolutions.  The 
Leeds  Chamber  of  Trade  had  passed  a 
resolution  against  this  Bill,  but  in 
moving  Uiat  resolution  the  chairman 
said — 

"  Some  ahopkeepera  in  Leeds  kept  open  late 
every  night,  making  okhty  honra  m  the  week 
[Stuune].  He  had  triM  to  set  an  example  hy 
closing  early,  bttti  without  fresh  lepslation  he 
feared  there  would  be  no  agreement." 

Even  that  body  agreed  with  them  that 
fresh  legislation  was  necessary,  and  that 
view  was  endorsed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  resomtion  carried  by 
the  Leeds  Chamber  of  Trade  was  in 
favour  of  a  universal  voluntary  closing. 
A  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  days  and  hours,  but 
the  meeting  '*  could  not  come  to  any 
agreement.'  He  did  not  think  they  could 
have  a  better  proof  than  that  of  the  need 
for  legislation  of  the  kind  he  was  pro^ 
posing.  One  great  London  association, 
the  Hackney  Traders'  Association,  had 
resolved  that  this  measure  was  a  nefarigus 
Bill.  The  president  of  thftt  body,  who 
moved  the  resolution  and  who  used  the 
word  "nefarious,"  said  that  this  Bill  was 
"too  drastic,"  although  "personally  he 
would  like  to  see  much  earlier  closing." 
Even  among  the  members  of  that  body 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  uneasiness 
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as  to  the  hours.  He  thought,  however, 
that  the  opinion  of  London  was  better  ex- 
pressed by  the  resolution  passed  in 
March  last  at  the  special  conference  of  the 
London  Municipal  Authorities  held  at  St. 
Fancras,  over  which  the  Mayor  of  St.  Pan- 
eras  presided,  and  which  represented  the 
City  of  London,  the  City  of  Wtstminster, 
and  nearly  all  the  Metropolitan  boroughs. 
The  conference  was  called  in  order  "to 
arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion  upon"  this 
subject  which  they  had  been  discussing 
"  on  and  off  for  the  last  twelve  years." 
The  conveners  of  the  conference  had  sent 
round  the  official  resolution  which  declared 
that  *'  with  the  usual  exceptions,  all  shops 
should  be  limited  to  seventy  hours  per 
week."  The  chairman  of  the  conference 
in  moving  the  resolution  said  "  There 
was  no  reason  why  people  should  shop 
oil  night;  many  people  would  do  so, 
but  that  was  pure  selfishness."  Sub- 
sequently, an  amendment  was  moved. 
The  amendment  declared  that  the  Shop 
Hours  Act  was  never  likely  to  be  of  any 
practical  use,  and  should  be  amended  to 
embrace  the  area  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  district  and  made  compulsory  for 
all  trades."  That  amendment  was  carried 
by  a  proportion  of  three  to  two.  He 
claimed,  therefore  that  the  whole  of  the 
representation  at  that  meeting  was  prac- 
tically in  laTour  of  this  Bill  Both 
the  resolution  and  the  amendment  were 
to  that  effect.  In  conclusion,  he  stated 
that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  the  "  alter- 
natives "  of  either  the  first  part  of  the  Bill, 
providing  for  general  shorter  hours,  or  of 
a  sixty-hours  week  for  shop  assistants. 
Amendments  in  detail  might  be  made,  but 
they  must  have  both  parts  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." — (Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)|:  I  apologise  to 
the  House  for  inter\'ening  so  early  in  this 
debate,  but  I  have  during  the  present 
week  attended  the  House  so  closely  that 
the  neccsfary  work  of  my  Department  is 
getting  into  arrears.  I  entirely  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  that  there  is  no 
necessity  to  examine  into  the  mischiefs 
which  are  inseparable  from  the  long  hours 
of  work  which  are  customary  in  perhaps 
the  great  majority  of  shops  throughout 
the  country,  and,  especially,  the  condi- 
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tions  under  which  these  hours  have  to  be 
worked.  To  my  mind  there  is  nothing 
that  comes  before  the  House  of  higher  im- 

Sortance  than  any  question  affecting 
irectly  the  health  of  the  people.  I  know 
what  are  the  views  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  as  to  ^tate  interference  with  the 
conditions  of  labour,  but  probably  hfr 
would  say  that  where  you  can  show  long 
hours  are  worked  under  conditions  detri- 
mental to  the  health  of  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  population  then  it  is 
essential  that  the  State  should  interfere 
to  remedy  the  evil. 

Sir  7.  BANBURT  indicatec^  dissent. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  He  shakes  his 
head.  He  is  inexorable.  He  seems  to 
think  that  the  State  is  to  stand  idle, 
although  it  sees  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  degenerating  every  year  because 
of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  ot  their 
employment.  I  respectfully  demur  from 
the  hon.  Baronet,  I  will  say  this :  at  any 
rate  we  are  practically  all  agreed 
that,  whether  or  not  this  measure  be 
the  correct  remedy,  the  hours  worked  in 
shops  are  imduly  long.  Therefore,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  look  with  great 
sympathyupon  the  objects  andintentiona' 
of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  imposes  a  maximum 
per  week  of  sixty  hours.  It  may  be  said 
that  that  is  another  direct  interference  to 
control  the  hours  of  hibour.   We^  that 

I  is  so.  Personally  I  have  long  ceased  to 
be  terrified  at  the  old  argiunent  iJiat  we. 
ought  to  do  nothing  which  might  by  any 
chance  interfere  with  the  free  discretion, 
as  it  is  called,  of  adult  people  to  wear- 
thomselves  to  death  by  wor^ng  at  their 
employment,  and  I  am  not  going  to- 
address  myself  now  to  the  hon.  Baronet^. 

I  because  my  argument  in  his  case  would^ 

,  I  believe,  be  of  no  use.  It  would 
be  perfectly  useless  to  think  that 
there  is  any  hope  of  my  being  able  to- 
convert  him  to  my  views.  I  would - 
rather  address  myself  to  my  hon.  friend 
on  the  front  bench  who  was  responsible 
for  the  Act  of  1904,  and  it  is  not  neces- 

,  sary  to  remind  him  that,  although  that  ■ 
Act  proceeds  on  very  different  lines  from, 
those  of  the  Bill  we  are  now  discussing, 
yet  in  point  of  fact  it  does  iaw^ve  an. 
interference  with  adult  labour. 

I 

Sir  F.  BANBURY:  Wwnake mistakes- 
on  this  side  sometipies^i  by  vjOOgIC 
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Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  hon  friend  the  Member  for  North 
Ayrshire  will  subsequently  answer  the 
hon.  baronet.  I  wish  to  restate  the  views 
of  the  Government  on  this  subject.  Last 
year  on  May  1st  t^e  hon.  Member  for 
the  Clitheroe  division  brought  forward  a 
motion  on  the  subject,  on  which  I  spoke, 
and  I  may  perhaps  quote  to  the  House 
what  I  said  in  regard  to  the  views  of  the 
Government  on  this  question.    I  said : 

"  There  are  a  variety  of  ntetliods  of  dealing 
with  this  question.  There  Ib  the  aasgesteu 
Bill  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  MemTwr  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean,  but  I  think  that  he  will 
admit  that  it  would  undonbtedly  take  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  pass.  There  are  the  alterna- 
tive methods  of  a  compuiaory  clause  or  a  limita- 
tion of  hours.  There  is  a  further  alternative, 
that  of  a  combination  of  the  principle  of  the 
compulsory  clauses  with  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  to  amend  the  present  Act.  I  am  not  asked 
to  state  our  intention  with  regard  to  a  Govern- 
ment Bill  at  the  present  time,  and  I  do  not 
commit  myself  on  Ihu  point ;  but  I  frankly 
admit'that  tlie  case  for  an  amending  Bill  has 
been  made  out." 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  entirely  adhere 
to  what  I  said  on  that  occasion.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  the  Bill  which  we  are 
DOW  considering  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
an  amending  measure.  It  seeks  to  effect 
the  same  object  as  the  1904  Act,  but  by 
more  direct  and  drastic  methods.  I  do 
not  think  my  right  hon.  friend  who 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
quoted  the  late  Lord  Salisbury,  but  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  Lord  Salis- 
bury was  rather  in  favour  of  the 
principle  

•Sis  CHARLES  DILKE:  Half  of  thi 
witnesses  called  by  Lord  Avebury  in 
favour  of  his  Bill  spoke  in  favour  of  this 
one  and  against  bis,  and  then  unex- 
pectedly Lord  Salisbury,  on  the  day  of 
the  Report,  came  down  and  opposed  the 
principal  clause  of  the  Report,  and  the 
clauses  which  he  put  in  will,  if  looked  at, 
be  seen  to  favour  this  scheme  rather  than 
that  ultimately  adopted. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  obliged  to 
my  right  hon.  friend  for  stating  exactly 
what  lie  understood  to  have  been  the 
action  of  the  late  Lord  Salisbury  on  that 
matter,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
interesting  reference  of  which,  no  doubt, 
more  will  be  heard.  I  also  noted  the 
remark  made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
that  he  himself  was  not  absolutely  wedded 
to  this  Bill  as  it  stands.    He  quoted  the 


'  view,  as  I  understood  him,  of  the  National 
'Chamber  of  Trade,  being  rather  in  favour 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Bill.  My  right 
hon.  friend  said  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  consider  the  substitution  of  that  Bill 
for  the  present  one. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  observed, 
that  it  is  very  much  on  the  linw  of  our 
Bill,  because  it  contains  two  parts. 

!    Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Quite  so.  Tha*^ 
I  only  means  that  we  have  not  arrived 
exactly  at  finality  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  even  from  the  right  hon.  Gtentle- 
]  man's  point  of  view.    Then,  of  course, 
i  this  BiU  goes  very  much  further  than  the 
Act  at  present  in  force,  and  its  various 
I  clauses  affect  in  numberless  ways  the 
I  whole  shop  life  of  the  country.    I  only 
wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
I  that  this  Bill  is  not  to  be  measured  by 
j  the  number  of  its  clauses,  but  that  it  is  a 
Bill  I  think  I  might  almost  say  of  first- 
!  class  importance,  and,  therefore,  it  is  a 
matter  which  requires  and  demands  the 
;  very  close  and  careful,  and  even  the  pro- 
j  longed,  consideration  of  the  House.  That 
being  so,  I  wish  to  indicate  to  the  House 
some  of  the  points  which  I  have  in  my 
I  mind  as  requiring  very  great  considera- 
I  tion,  and  in  offering  certain  criticisms  of 
;  the  Bill  I  wish  the  House  to  understand 
that  I  do  not  do  it  in  any  hostile  manner, 
but  in  order  to  show  that  it  is  absolutely 
essential  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
that  proposals  of  this  kind  should  be  sub- 
jected to  close  and  careful  scrutiny.  The 
!  Bill,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  apply  to  all 
shops  throughout  the  country,  from  the 
I  great  establishments  in  London  down  to 
the  humble  place  occupied  by  an  old 
I  woman  who  sells  sweets  in  a  country 
I  village.   Tbat'is  a  tolerably  wide  range.- 
I  How  is  it  to  be  enforced  1   The  existing 
I  powers  of  local  authorities  to  appoint 
j  inspectors  in  regard  to  shop  hours  are  to 
:  be  repealed,  and  the  whole  of  the  work  is 
i  to  be  put  upon  the  factory  inspectors. 

i  *SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  And  the 
'  police. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  So  far  as  the- 
'  Gtovernment  inspectors  are  concerned  the 
whole  of  the  work  is  to  be  put  on  the 

'  factory  inspectors.    No  doubt  we  shall 
j  have  explanations  of  this  clause  from  hon. 
Members  who  are  fully  cognisant  of  the 
!  work  of  the  factory  ixwpectprs^imtl^ould. 
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say  that  if  you  took  awaj  every  siasle 
inspector  or  inspectoi^s  assistant  from  his 
present  work  of  inspecting  the  factories 
and  workshops  of  uie  country  and  put 
him  to  the  task  of  enforcing  the  hours 
in  shops  under  this  Bill,  they  would 
be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  purpose. 
I  repeat,  how  do  you  propose  to  enforce 
the  Act  1  Every  authority  throughout 
the  country,  whether  it  be  a  city  council, 
a  town  council,  an  urban  or  a  district 
council,  is  at  once  to  issue  an  Order  affect- 
ing all  shops  with  the  exception  of 
those  mentioned  in  the  Schedule.  If 
any  objection  is  raised  in  any  particu- 
lar area,  what  is  to  happen,  and  how 
are  the  objections  to  be  considered  f  The 
only  method  suggested  by  the  Bill  is 
that  the  local  authority  may  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  ratepayers,  who  may  rescind  or 
modify  the  Order  at  a  public  meeting. 
Now,  in  London,  the  area  is  to  be  the 
■area  of  the  London  County  Council 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKB  said  that  the 
precedent  for  that  daase  ot  the  Bill  was 
the  procedure  adopted  in  the  Borough 
^unoB  Act. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  From  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Qovemment  the  machinery 
proposed  is  open  to  the  greatest  disad- 
vantages. I  would  ask  the  House  to 
imagine  that  strong  objection  was  taken 
by  the  shop  assistants  to  an  Order  issued 
by  the  London  County  Council,  and  that 
'the  London  County  Council  summoned  a 
meeting  of  the  whole  of  the  London  rate- 
3)ayers,  They  must  meet  somewhere 
under  r^ulations  for  which  the  Home 
.Secretary  would  be  responsible. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  Thatpower 
•exists  already  under  the  Borough 
Junds  Act. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  But  this  Bill  is  of 
a  very  different  nature  in  what  it  does 
from  the  Borough  Funds  Act.  In 
any  case  the  ratepayers  may  be 
very  strongly  and  immediately  affected 
by  this  measure,  and  they  may 
wish  to  exercise  the  powers  under  the 
Act.  And  if  they  insi^ed,  what  arrange- 
ment can  be  made  for  adequate  considera- 
tion of  the  details  of  the  Order  issued  by 
the  London  County  CounciU  Then 
understand  that  if  at  some  meeting  the 
Order  is  rescinded,  there  is  no  power  in 
the  Bill  for  reviving  it.   It  is  dead  for 
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ever.  Apart  from  that  question,  suppow 
an  objection  is  made  to  a  particular 
Order  in  a  particular  area,  I  understand 
there  is  no  particular  provision  in  the 

Bill  to  provide  that  the  local  authority 
shall  consider  the  objection  to  the  Order. 
In  several  respects  this  Bill  may  be 
founded  on  principle,  but  it  must  be 
considered  as  a  Bill  of  special  importance 
in  regard  to  particular  details.  For 
instance,  in  regard  to  Sunday  closing 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill  for  the 
exceptional  treatment  of  Jews.  That  is 
a  senous  matter. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  would 
be  quite  prepared  to  consider  theprovirions 
in  regard  to  that  contained  in  the  Factory 

Acts. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  There  is  another 
point.    Clause  9  provides  for  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  employment  of  children  in  or 
about  a  shop.    I  think  on  general  priiH 
cvgloa  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for 
that,  but  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  diat 
in  a  number  of  places  there  are  bye-laws 
which  after  careful  consideration  provide 
for  the  employment  of  child  labour  in  a 
particular  area  in  order  to  meet  the 
public  interests  involved.    I  understand 
that  in  such  places  there  may  be  very 
much  objection  to  the  clause  in  the  Bill 
which  actually  says  that  no  child  under  the 
age  of  fourteen  shall  be  employed  in  or 
about  a  shop.     There  are  many  other 
points  to  be  considered.    For  instance, 
hy  Clause  3  the  hours  fixed  by  the  Closing 
Chder  are  on  one  day  in  each  week  at  or 
before  one  o'clock  in  the  ^temoon ;  on 
three  other  davs  in  each  week  at  or 
before  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  on 
one  other  day  in  each  week  at  or  b^ore 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  and  on  one 
other  day  in  each  week  at  or  before  ten 
o'clock  in  the  evening.    But  who  is  to 
fix  these  hours  t   Is  the  local  authority 
to  have  power  to  fix  any  hour  before  one 
o'clock,  and  if  once  the  hour  is  fixed  has 
it  the  power  to  alter  that  hour?  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  giving  the  local 
authority  a  very  drastic  ana  dangerous 
power  of  interfering  unduly  uid  unneces- 
sarily, without  having  the  fullest  con- 
sideration of  all  the  objections  which  may 
be  raised,  with  the  hours  of  the  various 
shops  in  particular  areas.    Sub-section  (2) 
refers  to  "  such  exemptions  and  conditions 
as  may  be  contained  in  the  Order."  But 
what  are  these  objectiena  ^aja^l  ^these 
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<;onditioiiB  1  The  Bill  says  nothing  as  to 
thdr  nature  or  their  extent;  so  that 
there  we  are  again  bronght  up  bv  the 
fact  tliat  the  Bill  does  not  tell  us  what  it 
really  means  or  what  is  really  intended. 
Again,  Clause  4,  Sub-section  (4)  provides 
that— 

"A  person  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
-exempted  from  the  operation  of  this  section  on 
the  ground  that  he  is  an  apprentice  or  an 
improver,  or  a  member  of  the  occupier's 
famUy." 

How  are  you  to  prevent  the  child  of  a 
shopkeeper  from  doing  odd  jobs  in  the 
«hop  either  during  the  hours  of  labour 
or  after  closing  hours  1  The  thing  is 
Absolutely  impossible,  even  if  you  ap- 
pointed thousands  of  inspectors. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  said  it  was 
done  in  workshops  under  the  Factory 
Acts. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  is  impossible 
to  meet  by  legislation  the  case  of  the 
«mall  shopkeeper  who  does  in  fact  use 
the  members  of  his  family  for  the  purposes 
•of  his  shopkeeping  either  before  or  after 
closing  hours.   Clause  7  says  that — 

"  The  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  the 
closing  of  shops  shall  not  apjdy  to  a  shop  kept 
•open  aolely  for  the  sale  of  <me  or  more  of  the 
■tfftiides  specified  in  the  Schedule." 

That  would  have  a  very  curious 
•effect.  If  a  man  has  a  fresh  fruit 
shop  he  would  be  exempt  from  and 
independent  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
but  if  he  sold  dry  figs  he  would  come 
under  its  provisions.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  with  resnrd  to  exemptions  provided 
ior  in  the  Schedule,  many  and  great 
•difficulties  would  arise  in  connection  with 
those  shops  which  combine  the  sale  of 
'different  goods.  For  instance,  a  news- 
agent who  sold  newspapers  only  would  be 
exempt,  but  if  he  sold  a  book  or  a 
magazine  also  he  would  be  included 
under  the  Bill.  These  are  all  important 
matters  to  consider,  but  I  will  not  occupy 
the  House  further  in  considering  details. 
I  refer  to  these  points,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  being  unniendly  to  the  Bill, 
out  to  show  the  difficulties  as  to  some  of 
the  details  of  a  measure  which  the  House 
is  asked  to  deal  with  at  this  ^riod  of  the 
session.  As  to  the  position  of  the 
■Government,  hon.  Members  are  entirely 
free  to  take  their  own  course;  but  if  I 
vote  for  the  Second  Beading  I  must 
dissociate  myself  from  some  of  its  clauses. 


and  reserve  to  myself  an  absolutely  free 
hand  with  regard  to  its  proceeding.  I 
repeat  what  I  said  last  year  in  the  debate 

on  the  subject,  and  reaffirm  my  opinion 
that  the  existing  legislation  has  per- 
fectly broken  down  and  requires  to  be 
strengthened.    But,  having  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  business  of  the  House,  I  am 
certain  it  is  not  possible  for  this  Bill 
to  make  progress  this  session.   It  will 
require  in  ^nnmittee    many  days  of 
hard  work.   [An  Hon. Member :  "No.") 
That  is  a  matter  of  opinion.    I  have 
been  twenty-eight  yean  in  the  House, 
and  I  am  afraid  the  hon.  Qentleman 
has  not  had  the  sad  experience  I  have 
had  in  regard  to  these  matters.  With 
all  that  experience  in  my  mind,  and  with 
all  the  goodwill  on  my  part  and  that  of 
my  colleagues  towards  this  particular 
I  case,  it  is  in  my  opinion  practically  im- 
i  possible  for  the  Bill  to  make  progress 
I  this  session.    My  hon.  colleague  and 
j  myself  are  burdened  with  the  near 
!  prospect  of  the  Licensing  Bill  in  Com- 
I  mittee  of  this  House,  we  have  on  our 
j  sfaouklen  the  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill, 
I  and  the  Children  Bill,  and  we  have 
I  in  addition    important  administrative 
'  work  to  attend  to.    I  must  tell  my  right 
hon  friend  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
.  to  deal  with  more  than  one  case  at  one 
I  time,  and  with  the  load  of  work  which  is 
on  our  shoulders  this  session,  I  must 
.  honestly    tell  him    that   neither  my 
I  Department  nor  I  have  any  time  to 
'  sinre  for  the  detailed  consideration  of 
this  Bill  at  the  present  time.   But  while 
•  that  is  the  case,  if  this  Bill  is  referred  to 
i  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day 
'  I  will  undertake  to  prepare  a  Bill  and 
introdace  it  next  year,  and  I  hope  that 
that  will  be  satisfactory  to  my  right  hon. 
friend.     A  promise   in  the  Hand  is 
worth    two    Bills    next    session.  At 
j  all  events  it  is  well  to  have  a  certain 
I  promise,  and  I  hope  in  view  of  the  assur- 
ance that  the  Grovemment  are  friendly 
and  actively  friendly  to  the  purposes  of 
I  this  Bill,  if  we  undertake  to  bring  in  a 
next  year  to  strengthen  the  existing 
,  defective  law,  that  course  will  commend 
I  itself  to  the  House. 

;     'Mr.  H.  H.  marks  (Kent,  Thanet) 
I  said  that  in  moving  the  rejection  of  this 
I  Bill  he  hoped  he  would  not  ado, 
I  attitude  less  friendly  than  that  wh' 
right  hon.  Qentleman   had  Jr 
'  supporting  the 
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recognised  that  the  fact  that  it  involved 

an  interference  with  individual  liberty 
was  one  which  would  have  little  force 
with  the  authors  of  the  measure,  nor  did 
he  think  that  it  was  likely  to  have  much 
weight  with  the  majority  of  the  Members 
of  this  present  House.  He  had,  however, 
some  hopes  and  some  reasons  for  believing 
that  public  opinion  would  only  accept 
this  interference  with  individual  liberty  on 
grounds  and  under  circumstances  of  the 
plainest  necessity,  and  that  to  make  it  an 
offence  in  a  private  trader  to  attempt 
to  earn  his  livelihood  after  a  certain  hour 
was  to  carry  interference  to  an  extreme 
for  which  opinion  was  not  yet  ripe.  The 
effect  of  such  proposals  as  those 
contained  in  the  Bill  must  be  un- 
favourable to  employment.  As  to  that 
they  would  probably  be  told  that  trade 
must  be  done  if  not  by  the  small  shop- 
keeper then  by  the  large  one,  so  that  the 
destruction  of  the  smalTshopkeeper  would 
merely  import  the  transfer  of  his  em- 
ployees to  other  employment  and  under 
better  conditions.  There  was,  however, 
this  to  consider,  and  it  was  a  point  to 
which  he  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House,  whether  much  of  this  recent 
legislation  of  theirs  did  not  by  incessant 
imposition  of  new  conditions,  new  re- 
strictions, and  new  inspection  affect  the 
total  of  employment  by  restricting  the 
enterprise  of  the  country.  The  con- 
ditions might  not  always  be  intolerable, 
but  they  were  unfamiliar  and  vexatious. 
In  the  present  instance  the  increase 
required  in  the  number  of  inspectors 
under  Clause  16,  as  the  Home  Secretary 
had  pointed  out,  was  so  great  that  if  all 
the  inspectors  in  the  country  at  present, 
even  supplemeinted  by  the  police,  were  to 
attempt  the  work  of  inspection  required 
by  the  Bill  they  could  not  perform  it. 

Sir  JOSEPH  LEESE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington)  :  la  not  this  a  subject  for 
Committee ) 

*Ms.  H.  H.  MARKS  said  thatwh%the  was 
referring  to  related  to  the  general  policy 
of  the  Bill,  and  if  they  went  on  as 
they  were  doing  one  half  of  the  com- 
munity would  soon  be  getting  its  living 
by  inspecting  the  other  half.  He  ob 
jected  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  more- 
over, because  it  was  an  attack  upon  the 
small  shopke^r  for  the  benefit  of  the 
large  one.  Thab  was  its  essence.  He 
knew  it  was  the  theory  of  some  Socialists 

Mr.  H.  H.  Marks. 


that  if  they  substituted  the  laige  em- 
ployer for  the  small,  and  then  the  single^ 
combination  for  the  large  employers,  the 
way  might  be  made  easy  for  the  substita- 
tion  of  the  State  for  the  combination.  If 
the  Bill  had  been  introduced  with  the 
object  of  giving  effect  to  some  such  scheme 
as  that,  he  would  have  thought  it  admir- 
ably adapted  to  the  purpose.    It  was  the 
first  step  in  the  direction  of  the  destruction 
of  the  small  employer  which  involved  the 
most  cruelty  uid  was  the  most  imporbmt 
The  community  mi^t  or  might  not  be 
moving  towards  Socialism,  but  the  dear 
aim  of  this  Bill  was  to  give  more  power 
to  the  large  capitalist  in  the  hope  no 
doubt,  or  in  the  hope  probably  that 
the  result  would  tend  to  Socialism,  and' 
even  those  who  did  not  shrink  from  the 
ultimate  object  aimed  at  might  see  thai 
the  method  was  a  dangerous  one.  The 
essence  of  the  Bill  was  compulsion.  At 
present  local  authorities   might  make 
Orders  under  cerUun  conditions,  but  this 
Bill  said  that  the  authorities  must  make 
Orders.   The  authors  of  the  Bill  did  not 
appear  to  have  contemplated  the  poss- 
bility  that  a  local  body  which  had  not 
yet  moved  might  continue  to  remain  at 
rest,  for  there  was  no  machinery  proposed 
in  case  of  default.    Presumably,  where 
a  local  authority  had   not  made  an 
Order  it  had  been  because  there  had 
been  no  pressure  of  local  public  opinion 
in  favour  of  one.    The   Bill  insisted 
that  the  local  authority  should  act  in 
advance  of  public  opinion,  that  it  should, 
according  to  Clause  1,  as  soon  as  possible 
make  an  Order  which  the  local  community 
had  not  demanded,  and  with  regard  to 
which  no  considered  opinion  had  been 
arrived  at.    And  finally,  the  Bill,  having 
insisted  that  the  local  authority  should 
legislate  in  haste,  only  allowed  it  to  repent 
at  leisure,  for  so  far  as  he  could  gather 
under  its  provisions  there  was  no  effective 
machinery  for  altering  an  Order  once 
made,  and  once  it  came  into  force  it  was 
fi  nal,  DO  matter  how  injurious  it  might  have 
proved  in  the  working.    With  regard  t» 
the  sidient  features  of  the  Bill,  Clause  1 
provided  that  every  local  authority  must 
make  a  closing  Oraer  fixing  the  hours  at 
which  all  shops  in  its  area  were  to  be 
closed,  but  no  consideration  appeared  to 
have  been  given  to  the  interests  of  the 
poor  who  were  bound  to  do  their  shopping 
late  at  night.    Moreover,  the  definitum  as- 
to  shop  was  quite  inconclusive,  and  they 
were  left  in  <^ubt,a8@^^et^.gr  thia 
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«arly  closing  was  to  affect  the  vendors 
who  had   barrows  or  portable  trays. 
Under  Clause  4,  again,  a  person  who  was 
ordinarily  employed  at  a  shop  must  not 
continue  his  or  her  employment  more 
than  half-an-hour  after  the  closing  hours 
-except  on  twenty-four  days  during  the 
year,  but  to  secure  even  this  privilege 
tihe  shopkeeper  must  give  seven  days 
notice  to  the  factory  inspector  and  post 
up  a  notice  in  his  shop.    Ko  exception 
"Was  made  and  no  exemption  granted 
for   ciuretakers,    ni^t    watchmen,  or 
domestic  servants.    Clause  6,  which  dealt 
with  Sunday  closing,  would,  as  the  Home 
Secretary  had  pointed  out,  cause  grave 
inconvenience  to  Jewish  traders  by  a 
■complete  Sunday  closing.    This  incon- 
venience would  develop  into  hardship 
in  cases    where    Saturday    might  be 
-selected  as  the  day  for  early  dosing.  In 
reference  to  the  exemptions  from  total 
■Sunday  closing,  the  institutions  which 
-were  offered  the  advantage  of  remaining 
open  on  Sunday  were  seven  in  number, 
and  they  must  be  open  solely  for  the  sale 
of  one  or  more  of  the  articles  itemed  in 
the  schedule.    "  Medicines  or  medical  or 
surgical  appliances "  could  possibly  be 
eoleiy     supplied.     But     what  about 
"refreshments  for  consumption  on  the 
premises  t"      That    would    not  assist 
tbe  working  man  to  get  his  Sunday 
dinner  cooked  in  a  baker's  shop  and 
-enjoy  it  at  home.   Then  they  had  the 
exemption    of     intoxicating  liquors, 
although  everybody  knew  that  no  shop 
-  was  open  solely  for  the  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors.     These  exemptions  were 
delusive  and  absurd.    Then  let  them  take 
Clause  9  by  which  it  was  provided  that 
a  child  under  the  age  of  fourteen  must  not 
be  employed  in  or  about  a  shop.  Under 
that,  grave  hardship  was  bound  to  be 
done  to  the  parents  of  boys  who  did  odd 
jobs  in  the  morning  before  they  went  to 
.school  or   in  the  evening  after  their 
return.  The  boys  who  carried  newspapers 
and  even  the  shopkeeper's  own  children 
did  not  appeiur  to  be  exempt  from  the 
■  operations  of  the   clause.    If    such  a 
cuiuse  as  that  was  to  be  adopted,  if  such 
an  enactment  as  that  was  to  pass  Parlia- 
ment, no  parent  could  rely  upon  the  help 
of  any  of  his  children  even  under  the 
most  trifling    circumstances,    and  the 
House  was  well  aware  that  among  the 
300,000  shops  in  the  country  there  were 
a  large  number   occupied  by  people 
-«£  the  poorest  class  who  could  not 
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afford  to  engage  a  shop  assistant  and  had 
to  rely  upon  the  casual,  but  the  no  less 
welcome, assistance  of  any  members  of  their 
own  families.      This  Bill,  professedly 
and  ostensibly  in  the  interests ,  of  shop 
assistants,   was   applicable   to  anyone 
whether  a  shop  assistant  or  not.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  this  was 
the  sort  of  legislation  which  made  it 
necessary  for  the  education  authority  to 
supply  school  children  with  free  meals. 
Then  under  Clause  10  there  were  pro- 
visions and  oUigations  put  upon  shop- 
keepers of  the  most  harassing  character. 
It  was  laid  down  that  a  person  must  not 
be  employed  in  or  about  a  shop  for  more 
than  sixty  hours,  including  meal  times,  in 
any  one  week.    The  words  used  were 
"  a  person "  so  that  not  even  the  pro- 
prietor or  his  wife  or  children  could 
be  so  employed.    It  was  not  provided 
that  the  person  must  be  an  assistant  or 
a  salaried  servant.    Moreover  it  was 
provided  that  a  person  employed  in  or 
about  a  shop  must  be  allowed  not  less 
than  one  hour  between  twelve  o'clock 
(noon)  and  two  o'clock  p.m.  for  dinner. 
How  that  would  suit  the  proprietor  of 
a  luncheon  bar  or  the  proprietor  of  a  ham 
and    beef  shop   everyone    knew.  A 
similar  vexatious  condition  was  imposed 
in  regard  to  the  afternoon  meal.  A 
person   employed,    not    necessarily  a 
salaried  assistant,  even  though  a  member 
of  the  employer's  family,  must  have  half- 
an-hour  between  four  and  seven  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  for  tea.   The  efiect  of 
that  would  be  the  closing  of  half  the  tea 
shops  in  London  or  a  duplication  of  their 
staffs.    Legislation  of  this  kind  might  be 
all  very  well  for  factories  and  workshops, 
but  it  was  unsuitable  for  ordinary  shops. 
Clause    1 1    provided   that    a  person 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  a 
woman,  who  was  employed  in  a  factory  or 
workshop,  must  not,  subsequently  on  the 
same  day,  be  employed  in  or  about  a 
shop  for  such  a  period  as  would  make  the 
total  period  of  employment  exceed  the 
number  of  houra  permitted  by  the  Factory 
Acts.   What  could  be  more  vexatious  1 
Under  that  no  member  of  the  shop- 
keeper's family  would  be  permitted  after 
the  shop  had  been  closed  to  go  down 
even  to  "  tidy  up "  and  prepare  for 
the  work  of  next  day.      One  of  the 
most   oppressive    regulations  required 
that  in  shops  where  persons  of  both 
sexes  were  employed,  or  were  intended 
to  be  employed  ^^to^mqg>J5^g[^ext 
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month,  or  next  year,  or  at  any  time, 
proper  separate   sanitary  conveniences 
must  be  provided  for  persons  of  each  sex. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  Why  not  1]   If  a 
small  shopkeeper  employed  his  sons  and 
his  daughters  he  must  provide  two  separate 
w.c's.,  although  if  they  resided  in  a  house 
which  was  not  a  shop  one  w.c.  would  be 
regarded  as  sufBcient.   If  a  man  employed 
one  female  assistant   and   one  male 
sssiatant  he  was  to  be  compelled  to  pro- 
vide a  separate  w.c.  for  eacb,  although  if 
that  person  emj^oyed  in  his  house  six 
female  servants,  and  a  bntler,  and  other 
male  servants,  he  need  only  provide  one. 
A    man    who    employed    six  female 
assistants  in  his  shop  would  have  to 
provide  one  w.c,  but,  if  in  addition  he 
employed  an  errand  boy,  then  he  must 
send  for  the  plumber  and  go  to  the 
further  expense  of  providing  a  further 
w.c.  for  him.    In  many  oases  it  would  be 
impossible  for  small  shopkeepers  to  carry 
out  these  requirements,  and  die  employ- 
ment of  one  or  the  other  sex  woidd  have  to 
be  abandoned,  and  when  that  alternative 
arose,  as  everyone  knew,  it  was  invariably 
the    weaker  that  went  to  the  wall. 
He  thought  that  this  Bill,  however  good 
might  be  the  objects  of  those  who  intro- 
duced it,  would  be  mischievous  in  its 
operation,  and  do  no  more  to  promote 
the  objects  they  had  at  heart  than  the 

E resent  Act,  which  was  admitted  on  all 
ands  to  be  a  failure.  With  regard  to 
the  principles  of  the  Bill  itself  he  could 
have  wished  that  the  Crovemment  had 
taken  a  plainer,  and,  if  he  might  say 
so,  a  franker  attitude  in  the  matter. 
He  would  have  liked  to  have  heuxl 
from  the  Government  benches  an 
assurance  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the 
old  traditions  of  the  Liberal  Party  in 
some  such  words  as  those  spoken  by  a 
great  Liberal  statesman — 

"  If  there  be  any  party  which  i»  more  pledged 
than  another  to  resiKt  a  policy  of  restriclive 
legislatim,  faaviiig  for  its  object  eocial  coercion, 
that  party  is  the  Libera)  Party.  The  proud 
title  which  it  has  assumed  proclaims  the  principle 
m  which  it  ia  founded  to  be  that  of  liberty. 
Liberty  doe»  not  consist  in  making  others  do 
tt-hat  you  think  right.  The  difference  between 
a  free  Government  and  a  Government  which  ia 
not  free  is  principally  this,  that  a  Government 
which  not  free  interferes  with  everything  it  can, 
and  a  free  Government  interferes  with  nothing 
except  what  it  must.  A  despotic  Government 
tries  to  make  everybody  do  what  it  wishes. 
It  is  thii;  practice  allowing  one  rat  of  people 
to  dictate  to  another  set  of  {-eople  what 
they  Khali  do,  what  they  shaU  think, 
what  they  shall  drink,  when  they  shall  go  to 
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bed,  what  they  shall  Iray  and  whether  M^j 
shall  buy  it,  what  wages  they  shall  get  and  Iwir 
they  shall  spend  toem,  against  wlucfa  the 
Lilferal  Party  liave  always  protested.  We 
have  limited  the  Crown,  we  have  limited 
the  aristiocracy,  and  depend  upon  it  if  liberty 
is  to  be  Mcnrea  a  daatoeratio  Hook  of  CfMnmons 
must  know  how  to  limit  its^." 

Those  words  were  spoken  by  the  late  Sir 
William  Hai-court.  and  he  commended 
them  to  the  consideration  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  He  hoped — or  rather  he 
wished — that  they  would  give  heed 
to  them.  He  be^;ed  to  move  the 
Motion  standing  in  his  name. 

SiE  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  seconding  die 

Motion,  when 

Sir  FRANCIS  LOWE  (Birmingham, 
Eugbaston)  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  forty  Members  were  not  present. 

House  counted  ;  and  forty  Members- 
being  found  present, 

•SiR^RANCIS  POWELL  said  that,  in- 
seconding  this  Motion,  he  hoped  he 
might  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments  because^ 
of  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  this 
subject  ever  since  1892,  when  a  similar 
measure  was  referred  td  a  Committee  of 
this  House.   He  felt  some  regret  that  die 
Act  of  1904  should  have  been  condemned 
as  a  failure.  Its  condemnation  in  the  course 
of  that  debate  had  been  of  a  most  whole- 
sale and  indiscriminate  character.  It 
did  not  follow    because  an  Act  as  a 
whole  was  a  failure  that  every  part  of  it 
was  a  failure.    Of  one  thing  he  was  quite 
sure,  and  that  was  that  when  future- 
legislation  took  place  upon  this  subject  a 
great  part  of  the  Act  of  1904  would  be 
rehabilitated,  and  still  remain  the  htw  of 
the  land.    The  great  Sifficulty  of  that 
Act  appeared  to  be  the  provision  of  justi- 
fication.    That  provision  was  stronglr 
insisted  upon  by  the  late  Sir  BlundeU 
Maple,  a  well-known  Member  of  the 
House  for  many  years.    It  was  to  be 
regretted  that  he  was  not  still  a  Member 
of  the  House,  and  still  able  to  defend  his 
proposal,  which  he  would  no  doubt  have 
been  able  to  do  with  the  same  great 
ability  and  full  knowledge  which  be  dis- 
played in  1904.     Coming  to  the  Bill 
itself  he  greatly  regretted  the  change  in 
the  structure  of  the  Bill  from  that  of  the 
Act  of  1904,ii^u^^@tt|^^^^5n  (rf 
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that  Act  was  optional,  while  that  of  the 
Bill  as  printed  was  compulsory.  He  him- 
self had  a  very  great  belief  in  optional 
legislation,  in  adoptive  Acts.  With  regard 
to  some  questions  he  thought  they  had 
been  very  successful.  Let  them  take,  for 
instance,  the  Act  for  the  notification  of 
infectious  diseases.  The  proposal  was 
made  first  of  all  in  local  Acts,  and  was 
adopted  by  local  authorities.  Then  came 
an  optional  adoptive  Act,  which  was  the 
effort  of  the  Conservative  Government  of 
the  day.  Then,  finally,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  country  was  so  universally 
in  favour  of  its  provisions  that  there  were 
only  comparatively  few  outstanding  local 
authorities  who  did  not  adopt  it,  a  Bill 
was  introduced  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  carrying  through  Parliament,  making 
the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  uni- 
versally compulsory.  At  first  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  pass  such  an  Act, 
but  as  that  Act  was  pat  into  operation  its 
popularity  increased  until  he  believed 
there  was  nobody  who  objected  to 
have  the  law  extended  over  the  whole 
of  the  country.  He  himself  believed 
that  local  option  in  one  form  or  another 
was  the  true  mode  of  procedure  in  this 
case.  The  conditions  of  different  districts 
varied  so  much,  the  circumstances  were 
so  diverse,  the  temperament  of  the  people 
80  widely  sepai^ted  in  one  county  as 
comparea  as  with  another,  that  he 
believed  the  optional  course  was  the  only 
true  one.  It  was  the  only  one  which 
would  succeed,  and  he  believed  that  the 
policy  of  universal  compulsion  would 
prove  to  be  a  failure,  it  would  be  a 
failure  because  it  was  so  unpopular  in 
some  districts,  or  because  in  order  to 
save  the  Act  from  unpopularity  its 
framers  would  be  compelled  to  draw  it  on 
so  limited  a  scale  as  to  make  it  absolutely 
useless.  There  was  another  contrast 
between  the  Act  of  1 904  and  the  present 
Bill,  which  he  thought  proved  that  at  any 
rate  in  that  detail  the  Act  was  far 
better  than  the  Bill.  The  Act  of  1904 
recognised  the  difference  which  existed 
in  different  parts  of  the  same  area,  and 
the  provision  of  that  Act  was  that 
restrictions  might  be  in  operation  in  one 
part  of  the  district  only  and  not  in 
another,  that  they  might  not  be  the  same 
over  the  whole  area,  and  when  they 
considered  how  large  some  areas  were  it 
would,  he  thou^t,  be  found  quite 
necessary  to  break  them  up  into  districts 
so   far    as  regarded    the   details  of 
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administration.  How  could  they  have 
the  same  regulation  aa  regarded  shops  in 
a  country  district,  thinly  populated,  as 
prevailed  in  a  large  town  1  One  recom- 
mendation of  the  Bill  was  that  the  areas- 
were  large,  but  he  found,  comparing  the- 
Act  of  1904  with  the  Bill,  that  the  area 
of  the  Act  was  20,000  and  that  under  the 
Bill  was  6,000,  and  that  surely  proved 
that  the  suggestion  of  having  a  wide 
area  had  been  shrunk  from  by  the 
promoters,  and  did  not  form  part  of 
their  legislation.  There  was  a  great 
distinction,  which  had  not  yet  been 
mentioned,  in  the  definition  of  shops.. 
The  shop  under  the  Act  of  1904  was  a 
retail  shop,  but  the  shop  imder  the  pre-- 
sent  Bill  was  also  a  wholesale  shop.  A 
shop  in  which  retail  business  was  done  and 
an' enterprise  for  carrying  out  wholesale 
business  were  entirely  different.  The 
whole  scheme  of  operations  was  different.. 
Then  he  would  refer  to  the  question  of 
hours.  He  believed  the  hours  proposed 
by  the  Bill  would  prove  annoying  and 
vexatious.  He  was  in  favour  of  a  half- 
day  holiday ;  he  believed  it  was  essential 
to  the  shopkeeping  community,  and 
that  when  they  secured  to  them  a  long 
half-day  hoHday  the  siune  severity  as  to  ■ 
the  closing  hours  was  not  necessary. 
There  was  one  provision  in  the  Bill  to 
which  he  thought  public  attention  should 
be  directed,  and  that  was  the  latest  hour 
at  which  a  shop  could  remain  open — viz., . 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening.  He  was  not 
quite  sure  whether  the  working-classes, 
who  had  their  weekly  marketing  to  do, 
would  be  satisfied  by  the  closing  of  shops 
at  ten.  He  would  rather  some  member 
of  the  Labour  Party  expressed  their 
opinion  on  that  subject,  because  it  seemed 
to  him  from  his  observation  and  know- 
ledge that  closing  a  shop  at  ten  o'clock 
would  be  a  very  real  hardship  to  ordinary 
prudent  members  of  the  wage-earning, 
class.  Some  reference  had  been  made  by 
the  Home  Secretary  to  children  under 
fourteen  years ;  he  (Sir  Francis  Powell) 
confessed  that  he  held  a  very  strong 
opinion  on  that  subject,  and  he  thought 
that  fourteen  years  was  too  late  a  year. 
In  the  Act  of  1904  they  might  by  regula- 
tion allow  a  young  person  to  be  employed  - 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  but  in  the 
Bill  they  did  not  allow  it,  and  he  believed 
that  would  infiict  a  very  great  hardship. 
Many  young  people,  particularly  boys, 
were  employea  in  useful  avocations  of 
an  easy  and  8impjpj^a(@(^5^)l(they 
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-were  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  believed 
that  employment  of  that  character,  which 
was  not  injurious  to  health,  and  con- 
ducted under  favourable  conditions,  was 
a  benefit  to  the  boy  and  not  an  evil. 
It  occupied  some  of  his  time,  which 
would  otherwise  be  wasted,  and  gave 
him  discipline,  which  he  possibly  greatly 
needed.  It  gave  him  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility. And  he  thought  there  was 
another  reason.  It  gave  him  a  sense  of 
pride  at  doing  something  to  assist  his 
lather  and  mother  in  the  hard 
battle  of  life.  As  regarded  the  age  be- 
tween twelve  and  fourteen,  in  many  cases 
boys  and  girls  left  school  at  twelve,  and 
they  were  not  to  be  allowed  under  the 
Bill  to  be  employed  in  or  about  a  shop 
till  fourteen.  He  believed  that  educa- 
tionists were  of  opinion  that  the  age 
between  twelve  and  fourteen  was  one  of 
the  most  difficult  ages  in  the  period  of 
youth.  He  remembered  many  years  ago 
when  in  America  he  was  in  a  large 
school,  and  the  master  pointed  to 
boys  of  the  age  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
and  said  they  were  his  ditficulty;  they 
were  old  enough  to  know  that  he  could 
not  hurt  them  oy  any  punishment  which 
he  could  inflict ;  but  they  were  not  old 
enough  to  have  acquired  a  sense  of  manly 
responsibility.  He  thought  that  that  was  a 
wise  saying  on  the  part  of  the  school- 
master. He  knew  that  in  this  country 
there  was  anxiety  as  regarded  children  of 
that  age,  and  he  felt  it  to  be  a  very  great 
wrong  and  a  great  harm  to  them  to  ex- 
pose them,  particularly  the  girls,  to  the 
■perils  and  dangers  of  city  life  at  that 
time.  Some  allusion  had  been  made  to 
small  shops,  and  he  would  not  say  much 
cm  that  subject,  because  he  thought  it  bad 
been  sufficiently  dealt  with.  He  would, 
however,  just  say  that  many  of  those 
small  shops  only  differed  very  slightly 
from  ordinary  dwellings.  In  his  own 
borough  there  was  often  one  room 
devoted  to  some  little  simple  retail  trade, 
and  the  rest  of  the  house  was 
occupied  by  the  family  in  the  ordin- 
ary course.  He  thought,  himself,  that  to 
bring  to  bear  the  whole  legislation  of  the 
State  on  a  simple  trade  of  that  kind  was 
really  unnecessary  and  vexatious.  Then 
there  were  one  or  two  points  in  the  Bill 
which  appeared  to  him — he  did  not  know 
whether  non.  Members  would  agree  with 
him  or  not— to  show  a  certain  careless- 
ness in  drafting.  The  law  as  it  now 
-Stood  exempted  from  the  legislation  sales 
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for  charitable  purposes,  but  this  Bill,  so 
far  as  he  could  understand  it,  brought  all  its 
machinery  to  bear  on  sales  conducted  for 
that  purpose.  There  was  a  provision  in 
the  Act  of  1904,  or  in  preceding  Acts  in- 
corporated with  it,  which  exempted  an 
employer  who  had  done  his  best  to  secure 
obedience  to  the  law,  but  there  was  no 
such  provisions  in  the  Bill,  and  there  was 
another  provision  where  a  tradesman 
might  exempt  himself  when  be  had  taken 
proper  care  as  regarded  the  actual 
offender.  The  regulations  as  to  meals 
had  been  dealt  with  by  a  preceding 
speaker,  and  he  thought  anyone  who  con- 
sidered the  question,  naving  regard  to  the 
small  shop,  would  agree  that  the  regula- 
tions affecting  meals,  which  were  good  for 
factories  and  workshops, were  inconvenient 
as  regarded  shops.  The  factory  or  work- 
shop was,  as  they  knew,  deserted  and 
silent  during  meal  hours,  but  the  work 
in  a  shop  was  continuous,  and  many 
difficulties  must  arise  in  connection  with 
the  meal  hours,  which  he  was  sure  had 
not  been  sufficiently  considered  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  wish 
to  say  more  than  a  word  with 
regard  to  restrictions  on  freedom,  but  he 
believed  they  had  adranced  very  near 
the  point  where  liberty  was  imperilled. 
He  heard  Mr.  Gladstone  on  several 
occasions  speaking  in  the  House  and 
warning  them  against  interference  with 
liberty.  He  quite  agreed — as  his  action 
during  many  years  had  shown — thai 
there  were  cases  where  liberty  must  be 
interfered  with,  either  for  the  good  of 
the  community  or  the  benefit  of  the 
individual,  but  he  ventured  to  say,  and 
he  thought  the  assertion  could  not  be 
too  8tJt)Dgly  made,  that  the  burden  of 
proof  when  liberty  was  interfered  with 
should  rest  with  those  who  made  the 
interference.  There  was  a  feeling  which 
he  regretted,  perhaps  owing  to  the  undue 
extension  of  sympathy  with  the  weak, 
that  any  words  of  caution,  any  words 
advising  care,  any  words  in  favour  of 
liberty,  came  from,  he  w^ould  not  say  any 
evil  motive,  but  that  they  placed  the 
person  who  made  those  remarks  under 
suspicion.  Thoae  suspicions  were  in 
many  cases  most  unworthy,  and  he  hoped 
he  would  not  be  deemed  to  be  taking 
an  undue  liberty  with  the  House  if  in 
his  concluding  words  he  uttered  one 
word  on  behalf  of  liberty  and  made  an 
exhortation  to  the  House  to  take  heed 
what  steps  they  were  taking.  Ho  thought 
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it  was  only  due  to  himself  to  say  that  he 
did  not  oppose  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
He  supported  the  Act  of  1904  and  took 
some  part  in  those  debates,  and  he  did 
not  sluink  to-day  from  the  part  which  ho 
then  played,  but  he  did  say  that  the 
machinery  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind  required 
the  greateat  care  and  most  minute 
thought,  and  they  must  take  heed  lest  in 
a  reckless  endeavour  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity they  hampered  and  incon- 
venienced the  operations  of  commerce  or 
interfered  in  a  way  which  they  could  not 
foraee  vith  the  industries  of  the  country. 
He  seconded  the  Motion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  qow,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon  this 
day  six  months.'" — (Mr,  B.  H.Mark«.)  ^  ^ 

Questicm  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) 
said  that,  like  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  he  agreed  with 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  he  was  not 
going  to  take  up  the  same  attitude.  He 
thought  there  was  sufficient  in  the  Bill, 
at  all  events,  to  warrant  the  assertion 
that  it  ought  to  go  to  a  Committee, 
where  any  defects  in  it  could  be  put 
right.  To  talk  about  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  was  to  his  mind  altogether  foreign 
to  the  question.  If  they  took  up  that 
attitude,  they  would  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  every  Act  of  Parliament 
interfered  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
It  was  because  of  the  want  of  liberty  of 
shop  assistants  that  he  rose  to  say  a  few 
words  in  snpport  of  the  Bill.  He  had 
deputationised  large  numbers  of  shop- 
keepers with  a  view  to  getting  shorter 
hours,  and  directly  they  got  a  number  of 
shopkeepers  to  agree  to  early,  closing, 
one  or  two  held  out,  and  their  attitude  was 
given  as  the  reason  for  not  falling  into  line 
and  giving  shop  assistants  shorter  hours. 
That  was  the  experience  of  everyone  who 
had  taken  an  interest  in  the  question.  If 
there  were  to  be  shorter  hours  for  shop  as- 
sistants, they  would  have  to  make  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  shops  to  close  at  a  certain 
time  on  each  day  of  the  week.  A  short  time 
ago  a  large  number  of  female  employees  in 
an  arcade  in  his  town  pointed  out  the 
nomber  of  hours  they  worked  in  a  week, 
and  that  they  went  home  in  the  early 
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hours  on  a  Sunday  morning.  It  was 
certainly  not  creditable  to  the  nation 
that  girls  and  young  people  should  be 
employed  such  long  hours,  and  something 
ought  to  be  done  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 
This  Bill  made  that  attempt  It  said 
that  shop  assistants  should  not  work 
longer  than  sixty  hours  a  week.  He 
thought  that  that  was  quite  long  enough, 
and  that  the  Bill  ought  to  have  the  support 
of  every  Memberw  ho  believed  in  fair  piay^ 
so  far  as  these  employees  were  concerned. 
The  Bill  said  that  there  should  be  a 
half-day's  holiday  each  week.  Attempts 
had  been  made  for  years,  and  had 
in  some  towns  failed,  to  get  a 
half-day's  holiday  for  employees  in 
shops.  In  nine  isaam  out  of  ten  probably 
it  was  just  because  one  or  two  shop- 
keepers  refused  to  comply  that  the  whole 
thing  fell  through.  Attempts  had  been 
made  under  the  Act  of  1904  to  get  a 
half  day's  holiday  each  week  for  certain 
sections  of  employees.  The  Bill  was 
optional,  and  when  it  came  for  the 
council  to  issue  an  Order  to  close  the 
shops,  they  found  that  the  number  agree- 
ing had  fallen  below  the  requsite  Umit. 
This  Bill  was  going  to  make  it  compulsory. 
Unless  they  took  up  that  attitude,  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  get  early 
dosing  of  shops.  With  regard  to  the 
restriction  of  hoars  of  purchase,  he 
pointed  out  that,  if  they  opened  shops  on 
Sundays,  they  would  find  people  would 
do  their  purchasing  on  Sundays  instead 
of  on  Saturdays  or  some  other  day  in  the 
week.  That  was  no  argument  why  this 
Bill  should  not  receive  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  and  be  allowed  to  go  to  a 
Committee.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not,  because  the  Bill  had  sundry 
defects,  reject  it,  but  that  they  would 
allow  it  to  go  to  a  Committee,  because 
he  felt  sure  they  would  get  sufficient 
materia]  out  of  it  to  make  a  good  measure 
and  be  able  to  give  shop  assistants 
shorter  hours,  particularly  on  Saturdays, 
and  half  a  day's  holiday  in  each  week. 
People  often  asked  why  employees  did 
not  go  to  church.  If  they  asked  a  shop 
assistant,  he  would  tell  them  that  it  was 
simply  because  he  did  not  get  home  when 
his  employer  did.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  House  would  give  better  consideration 
to  the  measure  than  that  indicated  by 
the  Home  Secretary. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sunderland  wa&  apparently 
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not  very  much  enamoured  of  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  though  he  was  in  favour  of  its 
{ffinciple  beeaose  it  contained  the  two 
words  "  compulsory  "  and  "  dttall."  It  was 
very  extraordinary  that  the  party  of 
progress — the  Radical  Party — should 
attach  DO  importance  to  an  Act  of 
Parliament  unless  those  two  woi'ds  were 
in  it.  He  called  that  the  very  reverse 
of  freedom.  He  objected  to  the  Bill 
because  it  had  those  two  words  in  it. 
He  held  that  every  adult  Englishman 
should  have  the  right  to  do  what  be  liked 
with  his  labour,  and  it  should  not  be 
regulated  by  anyone  else,  however  well 
meaning.  The  bon.  Member  for  Sundei^ 
land  had  laid  great  stress  upon  the 
failure  of  tbe  Act  of  1904,  and  had  given 
them  his  experience  in  the  Trades  Council 
in  the  city  he  represented,  stating  that 
the  attempt  to  gam  a  half-day's  holiday 
was  always  frustrated  by  the  fact  that 
one  shopkeeper  objected.  He  thought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  have  read 
the  Act  of  1904,  because  it  provided  that 
there  must  be  a  three-fourths  majority. 
Tbertfore  one  shopkeeper  could  not 
trustrate  such  an  attempt.  There  must 
be  a  oonaiderable  number  objecting.  He 
did  not  think,  therefore,  th&t  that  was  a 
very  valid  argument  to  have  brought 
forward.  He  quite  appreciated  the  reason 
why  the  Home  Secretary  was  unable  to 
be  present.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  addressed  a  few  remarks  to  him  and 
it  would  be  discourteous  if  he  did  not  say 
a  few  words  in  answer.  The  Home 
Secretary  had  said  that  this  Bill  would 
require  prolonged  discussion,  and  that  he 
did  not  vnah  to  say  anything  unfavourable 
to  it,  after  which,  however,  be  had  pro- 
ceeded to  make  a  very  eloquent  attack  on 
the  measure,  driving  a  coach  and  horses 
through  it.  The  nght  hon.  Gentleman 
completely  smashed  every  clause  in  the 
Bill,  and  then  wound  up  by  saying  that  he 
was  going  to  vote  for  it,  not  that  he  ap- 
proved of  it — because  he  could  hardly  say 
so  after  such  a  damaging  speech  against  it 
— but  for  the  reason  that  it  afl&rmed  in 
principle  what  he  said  last  vear.  They 
all  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  had  never  changed  us  view 
of  that  ^neiple.  What  was  (he  use  of 
re-affirming  what  the  right  haxL  Gentie- 
man  said  last  year  I  They,  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  were  quite  willing  to  take 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
last  year  4s  being  what  be  meant  to  say, 
and  as  a  statement  to  which  he  now 

Sir  F,  Bafihwy. 


adhered.    Therefore,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
pat  this  strain  upon  his  conscience  bj 
voting  for  a  Bill  with  whidi  he  did  not 
agree,  merely  to  re-affirm  something  he 
Said  last  year.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  put  the  (question  to  him — Did  he 
object  to  legislation  dealing  with  long 
hours  if  it  was  proved  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  were  suffering  ill- 
health  in  consequence  f   That  was  a  very 
large  and  vague  proposition.    He  would 
like  to  know  whether  hon.  Members 
contended  that  the  populations  of  the 
cities  and  towns  were  not  as  healthy 
as  they  were  formerly.   ["And  the 
villages  "]   He  did  not  tmow  whether  the 
Under-Secretary  impUed  that  the  popula- 
tions of  the  villages  were  not  as  healthy 
as  they  were  years  ago.    Perhaps  he 
ought  to  incluae  villages,  but  the  Bill 
dealt  mainly  with  the  populations  of  cities 
and  towns.   The  general  statement  was 
made  that  the  health  of  the  community  was 
not  80  good  in  the  cities  and  towns,  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  he  had  left  out 
the  villages.  Would  it  be  contended,  then, 
that  the  nealth  of  the  people  in  cities  and 
towns  was  not  what  it  was  fifty  years 
ago,  when  the  hours  worked  were  much 
longer  than  they  were  now  1 

Mr.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.) :  The 
shops  were  healthier. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  that  was 
a  very  strong  argument  against  stmitary 
legislation,  wcause  fifty  years  ago  there 
was  comparatively  little  of  it  If  the 
shops  were  healthier  then  than  now, 
it  only  showed  that  all  these  regulations, 
these  '* compulsories "  and  "sheila,"  not 
only  achieved  the  object  of  not  making 
the  shops  so  healthy  as  they  were 
formerly,  but  of  conferring  salaries  upon  a 
large  number  of  inspectors.  He  had  rather 
thought  that  was  the  answer  he  would  geV 
As  a  matter  of  fact  long  hours  did  not 
hurt  anybody.  Who  were  the  most 
healthy  people  in  the  world  ?  The 
Judges,  who  had  worked  the  hardest 
and  the  longest  hours  during  their  life. 
He  was  not  at  all  snre  that  Members  irf 
the  House  of  Commons  were  not 
altogether  fairly  healths.  The  question 
which  the  Home  Secretary  had  asked 
him  was  therefore  answered  by  the  state- 
ment that  he  did  not  think  there  were 
any  grounds  for  saying  that  long  hours 
had  caused  any  ^^^^^^l^^^^*^ 
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ihealth  of  the  population.  He  wotild 
go  further  and  say  that  he  attached 
80  great  importance  to  individual 
liberty  and  to  the  right  of  a  man 
"  to  do  what  he  liked "  as  long  as  he 
•did  not  injure  anybody  else,  that  even  if 
■he  wag  to  go  80  far  as  to  injure  himself 
-he  would  wave  him  the  right  to  do  what 
he  liked  with  his  own  life.  The  right 
hon.  Buxmet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  had  stated  that  the  London 
troughs  had  had  a  meeting  and  passed 
-what  practically  was  a  resolution  in 
■favour  of  his  Bill. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  That  is  put- 
ting it  rather  more  strongly  than 
I    put  it.     1  quoted  the  resolution 

And  the  amendment,  and  said  that  both 

the  resolution  and  the  amendment 
really  asked  for  what  I  ask  for  on  the 

second  reading  of  i^he  Bill.  Of  course 
they  did  not  ask  for  details  of  this,  or 

dndeed  of  any  Bill.   They  were  against  it, 

■many  oi  diem. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  quite  agreed  that 
to  all  interests  and  purposes  the  amend- 
ments really  did  ask  for  some  alteration 
in  the  existing  law  which  was  more  or  less 
in  the  direction  of  this  particular  Bill. 
But  he  wanted  to  know  what  business 
it  was  of  the  London  boroughs.  They 
were  composed  of  a  certain  number  of 

¥K>ple  who  were  elected  by  the  ratepayers, 
he  ratepayers  represented  all  duses. 
He  would  say  that  the  proportion  of 
votes  given  to  each  councillor  by 
the  shopkeepers  was  as  large  as  the 
number  of  votes  given  by  the  customers 
•of  the  shopkeepers,  and  therefore  what  it 
really  came  to  was  that  the  customers  and 
-employees  of  the  shopkeeper  were, 
through  their  representatives  on  the 
boroi^h  council,  telling  the  shopkeeper 
how  he  ought  to  conduct  his  business. 
It  was  no  business  of  the  borough  councils 
to  interfere  in  other  people's  business. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  It  is  under 
the  Act  which  was  supported  by  my  hon. 
friend.  The  borough  councils  of  the 
Metropolis  are  to  make  Orders. 

Sib  F.  BAJJBtJRY  said  he  begged  to 
-correct  that  statement.  He  did  not 
•■support  the  Act.  What  he  did  was  to 
■vote  against  the  Amendment  of  his  right 


hon.  friend,  because  it  was  so  bad  that, 
though  it  meant  passing  the  Act,  the 
Act  itself  was  nothing  like  as  bad  as  his 
right  hon.  friend's  Amendment.  He  told 
the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  he  was  surprised  that  a 
Conservative  Gtovemment  should  intro- 
duce such  a  Bill  He  could  not  go 
further  than  that.  In  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  London  boroughs  were  asked  to 
do  snch  things,  they  were  not  asked  to 
say  whether  the  Act  should  be  extended. 
As  long  as  they  were  given  a  certain  Act 
to  administer,  they  had  to  administer  it, 
but  they  had  no  business  to  go 
outside  their  province,  which  was  to 
perform  the  work  given  them,  and 
not  point  out  to  other  people  how 
they  should  carry  on  their  private  affiairs. 
In  addition  to  that  he  did  not  know  what 
experience  the  ordinary  borough  coun- 
cillor had  of  carrying  on  a  shop.  He 
might  be  a  shopkeeper  or  he  might  not, 
but  the  majority  of  them  could  have  no 
experience  of  how  that  business  should  be 
carried  on.  In  fact  it  was  an  exem- 
plification of  the  mania  which  was  unfor- 
tunately spreading  all  over  the  country, 
thatinstead  of  minding  their  own  business, 
they  were  to  interfere  with  other  people's, 
and,  worse  than  that,  to  appoint  State 
officifds  to  meddle  with  other  people's 
business.  To  his  mind  that  was  a  sub- 
version of  all  the  principles  that  used  to 
animate  Englishmen,  and  was  going 
back  to  the  old  bureaucratac  principle 
which  used  to  obtain  in  foreign  countries 
and  which  they,  as  Englishmen,  were  so 
proud  to  say,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago, 
did  not  apply  to  England.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  he  was 
quite  certain  the  Bill  would  not  pass 
through  both  Houses  without  Amend- 
ments. He  agreed.  He  did  not  think 
it  would.  There  was  no  doubt  about 
that.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  went 
on  to  say  that  because  it  would  not 
pass  through  without  amendment,  there 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  vote 
against  the  Second  Reading.  He  thought 
there  was  very  good  reason.  He  quite 
understood  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
position.  He  had  brought  in  a  Bill  which 
he  did  not  expect  to  carry  and  had  asked 
I  for  a  great  deal  more  than  he  really 
j  wanted. 

1  ♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  ask  for 
1  more  than  the  least  I  will  take,  not  for 
I  more  than  I  want. 
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SirF.  BANBURY  said  that  that  was  not 
an  unusual  thing.  If  a  man  had  some- 
t^ng  to  sell  he  asked  more  than  he  was 
prepared  to  take  because  he  thought  a 
compromise  might  be  made.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  very  clever  in  Par- 
liamentary procedure :  he  brought  in  a 
Bill  which  a  great  many  people  would 
think  was  bad  and  said  the  details 
could  be  altered  so  that  when  it  came 
out  of  Committee  it  would  not  be  half 
as  bad  as  it  was  now.  That  was  all  very 
well,  but  he  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  of  the  House,  and  he  was 
afraid  that  when  a  Bill  got  into  Committee 
it  was  very  difficult  to  alter  the  details. 
If  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
upstairs  it  was  difficult  to  get  an  atten- 
dance, and  things  went  through  in  a  some- 
what slipshod  and  haphazard  manner,  and 
when  the  Bill  returned  to  the  House  it  was 
very  difficult  to  get  it  altered.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  an  argument  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  that  there  were  so  many  details 
in  it  which  required  amendment  that 
they  should  pass  the  Second  Keading. 
If  ever  he  had  to  bring  in  a  Bill  he  would 
rather  advance  the  argument  that  it 
was  so  good  and  required  so  little  amend- 
ment that  it  would  be  impossible  lor  any- 
one to  object  to  it  on  the  Second  Kead- 
ing. With  regard  to  the  Act  of  1904,  he 
thought  that  was  a  bad  Act  because  it 
did,  he  admitted,  interfere  to  a  certain 
extent,  with  the  freedom  of  the  subject. 
It  was  a  very  different  measure  from  thib, 
because  it  gave  shopkeepers  the  right  to 
settle  amongst  themselves  by  a  majority 
what  should  be  done.  This  Bill  did 
nothing  of  the  sort.  It  gave  local 
authorities  the  power,  irrespective  of  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  the  shopkeepers,  to 
do  certain  things,  and,  as  fae  bad  already 
stated,  the  local  authority  was  elected  by 
all  sorts  of  people,  and  the  influence  of  the 
shopkeepers  on  the  election  of  local 
authorities  could  not  be  of  very  great 
weight.  He  had  always  opposed  this 
legislation,  ever  since  he  came  into  the 
House  sixteen  years  ago,  and  he  opposed 
it  to  the  best  of  his  ability  in  1904  when 
introduced  by  the  Gktvemment  of  which 
he  was  a  supporter.  They  were  then  told 
that  it  was  only  one  or  two  amongst  the 
shopkeepers  who  objected  to  the  Bill,  and 
that  the  majority  were  in  fovour  of  it. 
When  he  went  down  to  Peckham  at  his 
last  election  he  found  a  certain  number 
of  small  shopkeepers  who  were  going  to 
vote  against  Mm.    He  was  told  that 
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he  had  better  go  and  see  a  certain- 
small  shopkeeper  who  was  the  leader  of 
the  movement.  He  found  he  was  out^ 
and  his  wife  was  very  uncivil  She 
would  hardly  speak  to  him.  He  got  her 
to  say  what  the  reason  was,  and  it  was 
t^at  he  was  in  favour  of  a  Bill  of  this 
sort,  and  nothing  would  induce  her  to- 
believe  that  he  had  not  been  all  through 
bis  Parliamentary  career  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and. 
though  he  endeavoured  to  send  her  papers 
and  various  other  things  to  prove  that  he 
was  correct  and  she  was  wrong,  she  had 
seen  it  somewhere  in  the  newspaper  and 
would  not  change  her  opinion.  That  was 
an  illustration  that  a  very  large  number 
of  shopkeepers  were  against  the  BUI. 
Where  the  right  hon.  ^ronet  had  made- 
a  mistake  was  that  he  had  classified  dl' 
shops  in  the  same  way.  He  did  not 
doubt  that  a  big  shop  might  very  well 
get  on  if  it  did  not  employ  all  its 
assistants  more  than  sixty  hours  a  week. 
He  wanted  to  show  the  great  difference 
there  was  between  claases  of  shops. 
There  was  the  big  prosperous  shop- 
with  fifty  or  one  Hundred  assistants 
carrying  on  a  large  business  probably 
between  reasonable  liours,  and  then  Uiere 
was  the  small  shopkeeper,  and  in  the  purt 
of  London  which  he  used  to  represent 
there  was  a  large  number  of  them,  and. 
all  round  London,  in  all  the  outlying 
boroughs — Camberwell,  Newington,  and. 
Islington — there  was  a  large  number  of 
these  people  who  practically  lived  upon- 
the  crumbs  that  fell  from  the  table  of  the 
rich  shopkeeper.  These  people  only  sold 
their  goods  at  a  time  when  the  big  shop 
was  closed.  It  could  not  be  said  that 
long  hours  injured  them.  They  had 
a  small  house,  ajid  the  ground  floor  was 
turned  into  a  shop.  There  was  a  parlour 
at  the  back  with  a  glass  door,  and  a  bell 
rang  when  a  customer  went  in.  If  they 
liked  to  pass  their  lives  in  that  kind  of  way 
it  could  not  be  contended  that  there  was 
any  injury  to  their  health  in  their  doing  so. 
At  the  time  they  were  making  their  money 
and  selling  their  goods  there  came  this 
Bill  which  said,  "You  are  to  be  cloeed 
too,  and  you  are  not  to  carry  on  your 
business."  He  held  that  that  would  mean 
the  ruin  of  a  very  lai^e  number  of  these^ 
people.  He  could  not  conceive  how  uiy 
Member  who  had  represented  the  class 
of  constituency  that  he  used  to  represent 
could  give  a  vote  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 
It  was  all  very  w:!?U.to,  sayJt.couId  be= 
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amended  in  Committee.  He  would  sooner 
<ee  the  Bill  brought  back  next  year  or 
re-introduced  in  a  different  form  so 
^hat  on  the  Second  Reading  they  really 
knew  what  they  were  voting  for,  and  not 
vote  for  something  which  had  in  it  ex- 
•tremely  mischievous  provisions  which 
might  or  might  not  be  deleted  during 
"Committee.  The  London  County  CouncU 
w^ere  to  be  the  authority.  He  did  not 
want  to  say  anyUiiag  against  the  County 
-Council.  It  was  a  most  excellent  body, 
especially  at  the  present  moment.  But 
he  wanted  to  know  what  experience 
the  London  County  Council  had,  say,  of 
Islington  or  Peckham.  The  member  for 
Islington  on  the  London  County  Council 
might  have  some  experience  of  Islington, 
and  the  member  for  Peckham  might 
have  some  experience  of  Peckham,  but 
the  member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  had  no  experience  of  either,  and 
yet  his  vote  was  to  be  as  good  as  the 
vote  of  the  member  for  Peckham  or 
Islington.  It  was  absurd  to  suppose 
that  the  London  County  Council  could 
in  any  way  exercise  a  proper  control 
■or  carry  out  the  proper  administration 
■of  the  Bill.  Of  course,  it  might  be 
answered  that  the  London  County  Council 
had  not  really  a  large  option  in  the 
matter,  because  the  Bui  compelled  them 
to  close  all  shops  on  certain  days  and 
at  certain  hours,  and  to  say  that  no  shop 
assistant  was  to  work  more  than  sixty 
hours  a  week.  There  was  one  good  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  which  enabled  the 
'London  County  Council  or  any  other 
local  authority  to  call  a  meeting  if  it 
thought  fit,  ^though  he  gathered  there 
•was  an  obligation  to  do  so.  It  was 
-said  that  they  might  call  a  meeting  of 
ratepayers,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  whole  of  the  rate- 
payers of  London,  for  instance,  and  in  the 
case  of  London  somebody  had  suggested  a 
meeting  in  Hyde  Park.  If  the  ratepayers 
once  ne|;atiTed  the  proposal  then  the 
whole  thmg  drcmped.  That,  as  far  as  he 
•could  see,  was  the  only  good  point  in  the 
Bill  They  had  been  told  that  six^ 
hours  was  long  enough  time  to  work.  He 
would  remind  the  House  that  they  had 
another  Bill  limiting  the  working  hours 
to  eight  per  day.  How  would  hon. 
Members  hke  it  if  it  was  proposed  that 
the  consumers  of  coal  should  have  the 
■power  of  regulating  the  hours  of  miners. 
Under  this  Bill  the  customers  of  shops 
(were  to  be  allowed  to  dictate  to  the 


shopkeepers  how  long  they  were  to  keep 
their  shops  open.  He  had  received  a 
a  letter  from  the  Shopkeepers  and  Small 
Traders  Protection  Association  who  were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  Bill.  One  or  two 
other  trade  associations  had  also  ap- 
proached him  caressing  their  opposition 
to  the  Bill.  There  was  a  provision 
dealing  with  Sunday  closing,  but  that 
was  a  question  which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  hours,  and  ought  iiot  to  be 
introduced  in  a  measure  of  this  kind.  In 
the  schedule  amongst  the  exemptions 
there  appeared  "refreshments  for  con- 
sumption on  the  premises."  What  did 
that  mean  1  Was  the  local  authority 
going  to  be  allowed  to  make  an  Order 
saying  that  all  shops  were  to  be  closed 
on  a  certain  day  at  a  certain  time  1  Were 
such  traders  as  grocers,  provision  dealers, 
dressmakers,  and  tailors  all  going  to  be 
put  in  a  bag  and  shaken  up  together,  and 
made  to  close  at  a  fixed  time  ?  What 
was  the  difi<Brence  between  buying  an 
apple  and  eating  it  in  the  shop  or  outside  1 
If  it  was  wrong  and  unhealthy  for  an 
assistant  to  sell  hardware,  why  was  it  not 
wrong  and  unhealthy  for  a  person  to  sell 
matches  and  tobacco,  for  more  than  sixty 
hours  per  week  1  Why  was  a  person  to 
be  allowed  to  sell  a  newspaper  and  not  a 
book  during  certain  hours  1  He  hoped 
the  Press  would  not  take  it  amiss  if  he 
ventured  to  say  that .  they  could  get 
equally  valuable  information  sometimes 
from  a  book  as  from  a  newspaper.  For 
what  reason  was  a  fresh  fig  to  be  sold  at 
hours  when  a  dried  fig  could  not  be 
obtained )  Strangest  of  all,  in  view  of  the 
debate  during  the  week,  was  the  exemp- 
tion of  intoxicating  liquors.  The  Party 
opposite  claimed  to  be  animated  by  the 
highest  possible  motives,  and  a  desire  to 
remove  all  the  harrowing  evils  of 
the  drink.  They  wished  the  wicked 
brewOT  to  perish,  although  someitimes 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Government. 
And  yet,  when  the  opportunity  occurred, 
when  one  would  have  thought  they 
would  have  oome  forward  and  suggested 
that  public-houses  should  not  be  open 
more  than  thirty  hours  per  week,  they 
actually  provided  in  this  Bill  that  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  should  be 
exempted.  How  could  hon.  Members 
opposite  consistently  vote  for  this 
measure  and  the  Licensing  Bill  t  In  one 
of  these  measures  they  were  proposing 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquOTB,  and  in  the  other  t^ey  were  doing 
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all  they  could  to  encourage  it.  That 
fact  ought  to  cause  serious  reflection  uj^n 
the  part  of  hon.  Members  opposite. 
They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
oj^rtunities  being  given  to  peoi^e  to 
rue  in  life.  Small  shopkeepersliaa  often 
risen  to  be  groat  and  successful  tradesmen 
and  men  of  lai^e  fortune,  bub  they  had 
only  done  this  ay  working  hard,  and  for 
long  hours.  These  hara-working  men 
were  the  backbone  of  the  country.  They 
did  far  more  good  for  the  country  than 
the  people  who  said,  "  I  cannot  work 
more  than  so  many  hours,"  and  wore 
always  tired.  Ail  those  privileges  were 
now  to  be  taken  away.  He  thought 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  nation,  those 
classeB  should  be  protected.  Then  Uiere 
was  a  curious  provision  about  sanitary 
appliances.  Many  small  shops  were 
simply  small  houses  with  the  front 
parlour  turned  into  a  shop. 

Mr.  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Caldwell,  Lanarkshire,  Mid.):  I  must 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Baronet  that  the 
details  he  is  now  raising  are  points  for 
the  Committee  stage  and  not  for  the 
Second  Beading. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  siid  th»t  it  was  the 
custom  to  pass  so  many  details  without 
adequate  consideration  that  he  had 
deemed  it  necessary  to  allude  to  some  of 
them.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a ; 
ghost  of  a  chance  of  the  Bill  passing  into  ; 
law  this  session,  although  it  might  pass  the 
Second  Reading  and- go  to  a  Committee. 
He  opposedthe  Second  Reading  because  he 
thought  the  pritaciple  of  the  Bill  was 
wrong.  They  ought  not  to  lead  people 
to  believe  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  interfere  in  any  way  with  their 
businesses,  and  by  pursuing  such  a  policy 
they  would  be  sure  to  lose  the  respect  of 
the  country  to  a  very  great  degree.  He 
thought  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  why 
hon.  Members  opposite  had  not  been  so 
successful  at  the  by-elections  recently  as 
they  were  a  few  years  ago.  Of  course 
they  would  all  like  to  work  less  hours. 
Those  employed  in  all  trades  were  ready  to 
agree  to  work  shorter  hours  if  they 
could  only  get  the  same  wages.  That, 
however,  was  no  argument  for  passiu^ 
legislation  which  would  prevent  legiti- 
mate trading,  and  prevent  those  who 
desired  to  work  more  than  sixty  hours 
per  week  from  doing  so.  The  principle 
was  a  wrong  one,  and  nothing  whatever 
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had  been  adduced  in  its  favour  except 
the  statement  that  some  assistants  would 
like  to  work  shorter  hours.  How  wer» 
we  to  compete  with  foreign  countries  if 
the  House  curtailed  the  wura  of  labour 
in  this  wayl  To  accept  a  Bill  <rf  this 
sort  would  be  a  retrograde  step,  for  it 
would  not  only  do  hai-m  to  the  shop- 
keeper, but  would  affect  injuri(Huly  the- 
industry  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SCOTT  (Aahton-under-Lyne)  said 
that  to  listen  to  the  hon.  Barooet  one- 
would  think  that  he  had  foreotten  all  the- 
factory  legislation  that  had  been  passed.. 
The  factor  of  foreign  competition  did  not 
enter  into  this  question  at  all,  and  yet  in- 
shops  the  longest  possiUe  hours  were 
worked.  This  Bill  was  not  brought  for- 
ward entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  shop- 
keepers, but  it  was  intended  to  have  due 
regard  for  those  who  were  employed  long 
hours  and  who  worked  under  cooditions- 
wbich  were  not  always  the  best.  They 
had  been  told  that  this  measure  wovld  be 
looked  upon  as  the  forerunner  of  further 
legislation  in  the  direction  of  interfering 
with  businesses.  He  wished  to  pcHnt  out 
that  if  this  Bill  became  law^  and  it  did 
not  receive  the  sympathy  and  sni^Mnt  of 
the  country  generally  it  would  nerer  be 
put  into  operation.  It  had  to  be  put 
into  force  with  the  consent  of  the  local 
authorities  and  the  local  representatives. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  other 
hon.  Member  in  the  House  than  the  hon^ 
Baronet  opposite  who  did  not  think  that  a 
sixty  hours  week  was  quite  long  enough 
for  anybody  to  work.  This  measure  did 
not  affect  in  any  way  foreign  competition ; 
it  was  a  matter  entarely  c(Hmiied  to 
the  home  country.  Whenever  l^;ulaticni 
of  this  kind  had  been  suggested  in 
other  directions  they  had  always  been 
told  that  they  were  subject  to  foreign, 
competition,  and  that  if  they  re- 
duced the  hours  of  labour  by  giving 
miners  eight  hours  they  would  be  un- 
fairly handicapping  the  colliery  owners  in 
competition  with  (Germany  and  France. 
Here  was  an  industry  which  was  carried, 
on  among  ourselves,  and  into  which 
foreign  competition  did  not  enter  as  it 
did  in  many  other  industries.  It  w/s 
absolutely  free  from  foreign  competition,, 
and  yet  in  this  industry  of  all  others 
they  had  the  longest  possible  hours. 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  referred  to  ttose- 
trades   which   were   ineludedj^in  the- 
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Schedule.  He  himself  was  not  altogether 
in  favour  of  those  exemptions,  but  they 
were  already  in  other  Acts,  and,  that 
being  so,  those  responsible  for  the  draft- 
ing of  this  measure  had  simply  adopted 
wh  .t  had  gone  before.  He  hoped  that 
the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment would  give  to  those  who  were 
looking  for  some  amelioration  in  the 
conditions  of  shop  •assistants  a  definite 
promise  that  the  (Government,  if  they 
could  not  support  this  Bill,  would  bring 
forward  one  of  their  own  next  year 
dealing  with  the  hours  of  labour  in 
shops.  Those  who  desired  a  curtailment 
of  the  hours  of  labour  in  connection 
with  railway  employment  recognised 
that  there  were  certain  isolated  signal- 
boxes  where  only  one  or  two  trains  a 
day  passed,  and  the^  did  not  expect 
that  the  same  restrictions  should  be 
applied  in  those  cases  as  where  the  traffic 
was  great.  Those  were  questions  of 
detail  and  arrangement  which  did  not 
affect  the  real  principle  at  issue. 
Those  who  voted  for  the  Bill  would 
not  be  committed  to  every  line  in 
it ;  they  would  merely  vote  for  the 
general  principle  that  it  was  desirable 
to  do  somethmg  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions of  shop  assistants.  He  believed 
that  the  vast  majority  of  the  House 
would  readily  go  into  the  lobby  and 
vote  for  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Sib  F.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich)  said  he  was  rather  in  favour  of 

giving  considerable  powers  to  munici- 
palities and  not  taking  those  powers  away 
as  the  Bill  proposed  and  placing  them  in 
the  hands  of  a  central  authority.  His 
hon.  friend  wanted  the  <j!ovemment  to 
promise  to  do  more  than  they  had  done. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  the  Gh)vemment 
had  promised  quite  enot^;h.  He  was 
not  in  favour  of  the  Gh>vemment  of  which 
he  was  a  supporter  always  promising 
everj^hing  to  everyone  who  asked  for 
it,  because  it  was  conceivable  that  it 
might  get  them  into  considerable  trouble. 
If  anything,  he  rather  deprecated  their 
being  asked  to  promise  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  next  year.  His  hon.  friend  repre- 
sented Ashton-under-Lyne.  He  himself 
represented  a  constituency  which  lay 
north  of  Manchester,  between  that  city 
and  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Stalybridge. 
There  were  no  municipalities  in  tiiat 
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constituency,  but  they  were  all  populous 
urban  districts  and  the  people  possessed 
great  intelligence.  Lai^e  industries 
were  carried  on,  but  there  were  no  large 
shops ;  they  were  all  small  businesses. 
A  great  many  of  his  constituents  kept 
those  small  shops,  and  had  been  very 
much  injured  by  the  system  of  tram- 
ways running  to  the  large  towns  and 
talang  the  people  away  from  the  smaA 
shops.  He  quite  understood  his  hon. 
friend  wishing  his  constituents  to  go 
and  shop  in  his  constituency.  He  would 
rather  see  his  constituents  do  their 
shopping  in  their  own  districts.  If  the 
Bill  were  passed  it  would  practically 
ruin  half  the  small  shopkeepers  in  his 
and  other  constituencies.  He  was 
not  against  many  clauses  in  the  Bill, 
but  he  was  against  it  as  it  stood. 
The  incongruities  it  contained  were  so 
great  that  he  could  not  support  it.  The 
House  ought  to  reject  it  because  it 
would  impose  too  great  a  tax  upon 
the  small  shopkeeper. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth)  said 
they  had  been  told  that  the  life  of  shop 
assistants  was  an  extremely  unhealthy 
one,  and  that  the  percentage  of  pulmon- 
ary diseases  among  them  was  larger 
than  among  those  engaged  in  any  other 
occupation.  Those  who  used  this  argu- 
ment had  not  gone  far  enough  into 
figures.  They  had  not  shown  in  what 
particular  trades  those  diseases  were 
most  prevalent.  In  many  of  the  large 
emporiums  in  this  country  where  hun- 
dreds of  assistants  were  employed  the 
provisions  proposed  to  be  enacted  by 
this  Bill  already  obtained.  The  hours 
in  those  places  were  not  longer  than 
those  prescribed  by  the  Bill,  and  yet 
the  pulmonary  diseases  were  larger 
there  than  in  very  small  country  shops 
where  only  one  or  two  auistants  were 
employed.  If  that  was  so,  what  would 
be  the  tendency  of  the  Bill  if  it  became 
law  ?  There  was  no  doubt  that  it 
would  strike  a  blow  at  the  small  country 
shops  which,  he  supposed,  were  ten 
times  greater  in  number  than  those  of 
large  companies  which  had  shops  in 
various  places.  It  was  on  behalf  of  the 
small  shopkeepers  that  he  objected  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  for  he  believed 
that  there  was  no  more  healthy  occupa- 
tion than  that  of  attending  to. small 
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shops.'   No  one  could  say  that  it  was 
hard  work,  and,  although  the  hours 
might  be  long,  the  assistants  during  a 
great  part  of  the  time  were  not  working. 
In  village  shops  they  might  sometimes 
find  a  child  attending  to  customers 
while  the  mother  was  in  a  back  room 
performing  other  duties,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  should 
be  applied  in  such  cases.    He  beUeved 
that  yotmg  men  who  were  confined  in 
shops  did  suffer  from  want  of  air  and 
exercise,  but  the  Bill  was  not  going  to 
touch  the  places  where  they  were  em- 
ployed.   It  would  touch  coffee  stalls 
and  stalls  in  market  places,  and  it  would 
touch  the  little  shops  where  c-obblers 
and  barbers  carried  on  their  businesses. 
He  could  not  see  why  such  shops  should 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  Was 
it  really  intended  that  the  Bill  should 
apply  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  small 
shops  in  villages  all  over  the  country  ? 
He  believed  that  if  they  analysed  the 
trades  in  which  pulmonary  and  other 
diseases  prevailed  they  would  get  some 
valuable  information.   He  believed  that  it 
would  be  found  that  ansemic  girls  and  those 
who  suffered  from  complaints  resulting 
from  their  occupations  were  employed 
in  lai^e  drapery  shops  which  this  Bill 
would  not  touch  because  the  owners  had 
already  the  proposed  provisions  in  force. 
The  ill-health  of  the  assistants  was  due 
to  tile  particles  which  got  into  the 
atmosphere  through  the  tearing  of  the 
materials  amongst  which  they  worked. 
If  they  could  have  legislation  to  atop 
the  tearing  of  materials  which  gave  off 
deleterious  particles,  it  might  have  a 
beneficial  efiect  on  the  health  of  the 
assistants,  but  he  deprecated  the  placing 
of  restrictions  of  the  kind  proposed  on 
young  people  who  wanted  to  get  on  in 
the  world.   Where  were  they  to  get 
their  Edisons,  and  people  of  that  sort, 
if  they  passed  such  a  Bill  as  this?  Was 
Edison  biought  up  in  a  place  where  he 
could  not  serve  more  than  a  certain 
number  of  hours  %   Let  them  read  the  life 
of  any  great  man  and  see  whether  he 
was  restricted  to  sixty  hours  per  week 
with  a  dinner  hour  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  provided  for  by  Aot  of  Parliament. 
The  Bill  if  passed  would  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  people  who  wished  to 
do  the  best  they  could  for  themselves. 
How  could  poor  widows  who  kept  shops 
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be  brought  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  ?  He  represented  a  good  many 
country  shopkeepers  and  he  was  per- 
fectly sure  that  he  had  their  authoiity 
when  he  said  that  they  did  not  wa&t 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton) 
said  that  after  listening  to  the  8X>eech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmoutii  he 
thought  that  never  in  the  history  of 
Parliament  were  truer  words  used  than 
those  which  were  uttered  by  the  late 
Lord  Salisbury,  when,  on  26th  February. 
1901,  he  said— 

"  Thii  is  one  of  the  cases  ia  which  the  f«o 
Houses  of  Parliament  occapy  a  Bomewlut 
difficult  position.  They  are  asked  to  legislate  as 
to  matters  affecting  the  personal  happiness  and 
well-being  of  a  very  large  number  of  persons — 
a  very  targe  class — to  which,  with  scarcely 
an  exception,  the  Members  of  the  two  Houses 
do  not  themselves  belong." 

It  had  been  said  that  in  small  grocers' 
shops  the  assistants  did  not  work  long 
hours.   Having  hims^  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  working  in  a  smalt  grocer's 
shop  he  would  like  to  put  this  question: 
What  were  long  hours  ?    As  a  boy  of 
thirteen,  in  the  shop  where  he  was  em- 
ployed, he  commenced  to  work  at  7 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  finished  at 
9  o'clock  at  night  except  on  Saturday 
when  he  worked  until  11  o'clock,  and  he 
would  have  been  kept  longer  if  his  em- 
ployer had  not  hada  licence,  buttheshop 
GoiUd  not  be  kept  open  longer  by  law. 
It  was  the  hours  he  stole  from  sleep  that 
helped  him  to  furnish  his  mind,  which 
certainly  was  not  sufficiently  furnished 
at  an  age  when  many  hon.  Gentleman 
were  thinking  of  going  to  college  instead 
of  going  to  work.    All  the  comments 
made  on  this  Bill  had  been  made  on 
hypothetical  cases  and  chiefly  with  re- 
spect  to  the  poor  widow.   He  was  getting 
about  tired  of  the  poor  widow.  He 
remembered  that  the  poor  widow  was 
dragged  in  after  the  South  African  War 
when  they  were  seeking  for  Chinese 
serfs.    It  was  said  that  if  they  did  not  get 
these  Chinese  Ber&  the  poor  widows  who 
had  invested  in  South  African  mining 
shares  would  be  mined.   There  had  bem 
discussions  in  the  newspapers  about  the 
Licenring  Bill,  and  he  found  that  the 
brewers  had  taken  the  poor  widow  under 
their  care.   It  was  onl^  their  considera- 
laoD  for  the  poor  wid»w  invertor  in 
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l>TeweT7  shares  that  induced  them  to 
-oppose  the  Bill !  The  poor  widow  had 
played  a  part  too  long.  He  had  met  a 
great  many  employers,  some  of  them 
most  generous,  but  he  had  never  found  one 
^ho  closed  or  kept  open  his  shop  because 
some  widow  lived  in  that  particular 
neighbourhood.  A  case  had  been  made 
-out,  by  evidence  which  had  not  been  given 
by  interested  persons,  before  five  Koyal 
-OommiBaions  and  Committees  that  had 
«at  upon  this  question,  and  all  medical 
■evidence  proved  that  the  long  hours 
worked  by  shop  assistants  were  most 
injurious  to  health,  especially  to  the 
health  of  women,  and  the  health  of 
^ture  generations,  because  the  women 
were  the  potential  mothers  of  our  race. 
The  experience  of  his  own  trade  union 
in  the  City  of  Lincoln,  which  claimed 
to  be  a  healthy  city,  and  which 
•contained  a  larger  proportion  of  union 
members  than  any  other  town  in 
the  kingdom,  was  that  during  the 
last  fifteen  years  every  death  among 
the  members  of  the  Society  was  due  to 
-consumption.  That  was  a  startling  fact. 
The  Home  Secretary  had  made  a  speech 
-out  of  harmony  with  the  one  he  delivered 
last  year.  He  adnutted  that  towards 
the  end  of  his  speech  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  manufactured  a  good  many 
-objections  to  some  details  in  the  Bill, 
that  were  more  imagined  than  real. 
He  agreed  that  the  Bill  was  not  perfect. 
There  were  many  details  in  it  that  could 
be  amended.  Attending  only  last  week 
an  influential  deputation  representing 
•«very  trade  in  the  North  of  Bhigland  he 
found  that  many  of  the  members  had 
taken  their  view  of  the  Bill  from  the 
same  source  as  the  hon.  Baronet 
tbe  Member  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
-don.  Some  individual  had  been 
working  up  a  case  against  the  Bill  in 
the  interest  of  the  small  shopkeeper. 
3ut  when  he  explained  to  them  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  simply  the 
limitation  of  the  hours  of  shop  assistants 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  that,  if  they 
■  could  come  together  in  conference  round 
a  table,  they  would  be  able  to  settle  all 
•differences  in  four  or  five  hours.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  promised  a 
BUI  for  next  year.  Was  he  to  under- 
stand that  that  Bill  would  provide  for  a 
limitation  of  hours  and  that  sixty  hours 
vould .  be  the  maximum  I   And  were 


they  also  to  understand  that  with  the 
limitation  of  hours  for  assistants  there 
would  be  compulsory  closing  in  yarious 
trades  ?  He  admitted  that  in  seasonal 
trades  the  time  of  closing  might  be 
altered,  but  the  union  to  which  he 
belonged,  and  which  represented  46,000 
organised  workers,  insisted  on  the  sixty 
hours*  maximum  as  a  principle  from 
which  they  would  not  recede  one  iota. 
He  had  visited  the  House  of  Keys  in  the 
Isle  of  Man  while  it  was  discussing  a 
Bill  containing  forty-six  clauses  for  the 
inspection  of  workshops.  There  were 
some  sharp  divisions  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  it,  yet  that  Bill  went  through  in  six 
hours ;  and  the  reason  was  that  the 
representatives  went  there  to  do  things 
and  not  to  waste  time.  He  suggested  that 
the  Home  Secretary  might  help  the  cause 
of  the  shop  assistants,  on  whose  behalf 
he  spoke,  by  allowing  a  Second  Reading 
of  the  BiU  and  sending  it  up  to  a  Grand 
Committee,  instead  of  their  having  to 
wait  until  next  year  for  the  Government 
measure.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  so  he  was  sure  that  to  his  surprise 
all  the  difficulties  would  be  overcome, 
and  his  time  next  session  spared.  He 
knew  that  there  were  some  people  who 
still  supported  Lord  Avebuiy's  BUI. 
He  gave  all  credit  to  them  for  good  inten- 
tions. They  did  not  believe  in  com- 
pulsion but  thought  that  a  permissive 
measure  would  appeal  to  the  generous 
instincts  of  the  employers  in  the  distri- 
butive trades  and  that  they  would  all  be 
willing  to  allow  the  measure  to  come  into 
operation.  AU  experience,  however,  proved 
that  where  Provisional  Orders  had' been 
applied  for,  there  had  been  no  diminu- 
tion of  the  hours  of  labour,  and  in  many 
towns  there  had  been  no  applications 
for  an  Order.  Last  year  the  Home 
Secretary  admitted  that  there  was  only 
one  city  where  the  Act  had  been  a  success 
in  any  degree,  the  City  of  Glasgow.  And 
yet  only  last  week  they  had  the  assis- 
tants, male  and  female,  not  members  of 
a  union,  coming  out  on  strike,  not  for  an 
increase  of  wages,  but  because  their 
minimum  homs  of  labour  were  seventy- 
nine  per  week,  extending  during  the 
busy  season  to  100  hours,  and  in  many 
cases  to  more  when  the  shops  were  open 
on  Sunday.  That  took  place  in  the  City 
of  Glasgow,  the  Eldorado  of  short  hours 
in  8h<^I   He  asked  hotu.  Gentlemen 
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above  the  Gangway  whether  they  did 
not  think  that  seventy-nine  hours  was 
not  too  long  for  anyone  to  work  in  a 
shop  ?  Surely  they  had  arrived  at  a 
period  when  this  House  should  step  in 
and  put  a  check  on  unscrupulous  em- 
ployers. He  knew  that  there  were  good 
employers,  but  they  were  often  made 
the  victims  of  unscrupulous  employers, 
who,  forsooth,  stood  out  for  the  great 
piinciple  of  individual  liberty  as  advo- 
cated by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London.  He 
looked  upon  the  hon.  Baronet  as  an 
amiable  humourist,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  any  vote  would  be  influenced  by 
anything  which  he  said.  They  all  knew 
how  genial  he  was,  although  sometimes 
they  wished  him  elsewhere.  There  seemed 
to  be  in  the  minds  of  some  Gentlemen 
an  idea  that  the  public  would  suffer  from 
the  hours  of  shop  assistants  being  curtailed, 
and  that  the  shopkeepers  themselves 
also  would  sufFer.  In  New  Zealand 
shop  hours  had  been  regulated  by 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  years.  In  1902 
he  wrote  to  the  Labour  Department  in 
New  Zealand  asking  if  the  curtailment 
of  shop  hours  had  been  a  hardship  to  the 
poorer  classes,  and  whether  any  com- 
plaints had  been  made  by  the  employers 
against  the  Act,  and  on  what  ground. 
The  reply  he  received  was  that — 

"  When  the  Erst  Bill  was  introduced  into  New 
Zealand  there  were  all  sorts  of  prophecies  of 
the  ruin  it  would  cause  to  shopkeepers,  and  the 
large  shopkeepers  threatened  to  cut  down 
wages.  Those  threats  had  not  been  carried 
out,  and  the  Act  was  now  as  much  appreciated 
by  the  employers  as  it  was  by  the  employees." 

That  was  the  ejqjerience  of  all  the  Colonies 
which  had  tried  the  limitation  of  hours 
of  shop  assistants,  especially  in  the  case 
of  women,  whose  hours  were  limited 
to  fifty-five  and  a  half  per  week,  which 
were  quite  long  enough.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Yarmouth  had  said  that 
only  in  certfun  trades  were  shop  assistants 
subject  to  influences  which  might  injure 
health,  and  he  had  referred  to  the  draper}' 
trade  where  certain  goods  were  sold 
which  were  dressed  by  poisonous  pre- 
parations, the  particles  of  which  floated 
in  the  air  and  were  absorbed  by  the 
assistants  handling  the  goods.  That  was 
true.  But  he  was  inclined  to  disagree  with 
thehon. Gentlemanonanotherpoint.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  that 
only  occurred  in  the  large  shopsin  the  West 
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End  of  London,  where  the  assistants 
worked  less  than  sixty  hours  a  week,  be- 
cause the  people  who  dealt  there  only 
shopped  in  the  forenoon  or  in  the  eariy 
afternoon.  He  would  refer  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  the  co-operative  movement  which 
catered  almost  exclusively  for  the  working 
classes,  and  in  the  North  of  England, 
where  the  co-operative  movement  had 
its  greatest  extension,   the  assistants 
in  their  shops  only  did  forty-eight  hours 
work  per  week.   It  was  only  throngh 
a  bad  custom  that  long  houra  were 
tolerated.   The  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  London  had  the 
happy  knack  of  promoting  thought  by 
some   of  his  remarks.     He  had  said 
that  the    health   of    shop  assistants 
in  the  distributive  trades  was  worse  now 
than  fifty  years  ago.    Certainly  it  was ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Baronet  had  been  more 
familiar  with  the  distributive  tiadesr 
he    would    have    known    that  fifty 
years  ago  the  great  bulk  of  the  shop 
assistants  were  boarded  with  the  em- 
ployer's family.    They  sat  at  the  same 
table  with  them,  and  the  employers 
became  their  guardians.    That  day  was 
practically  gone.    Instead  of  there  being 
individual  employers  with  three  to  half 
a-  dozen  assistants,  there  were  now  hnge 
emporiums  with  1,500  male  and  female 
assistants  living  in,  and  perhaps  5,000 
altogether.    It  was  in  these  lai^e  em- 
poriums that  there  was  the  rush  of 
business  which  caused  the  great  deteriora- 
tion in  the  health  of  the  assistants. 
Let  the  hon.  Gentleman  listen  to  th^e 
hours,  as  detailed  by  an  assistant  only 
the  other  day — 

"  I  work  from  7  a.ro.  till  9  p.m.  on  Monday. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday;  from  7  a.m.  till  10 
p.ni.  on  Tbonday;  from  7  a-m.  till  12  midnight 
on  Friday ;  and  from  7  fi.ni.  on  Saturday  till 
one  or  two  on  Sunday  morning.'* 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping) :  Is  that  a  man  ? 

Mr.  seddon  said  that  that  was  a 
man.  Surely  the  House  ought  to  do  some- 
thing to  protect  the  shop  assistants  from 
such  hours  of  labour.  He  knew  that  in 
many  large  towns  the  hours  would  be  re- 
duced with  the  consent  of  the  employers 
themselves.  In  the  town  in  wtuch  he 
resided  they  had  decent  hours,  and  the 
best  employers  would  be  willing  to 
reduce  them  fujrther.if-it^wesa  Jiot  for 
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the  unscrupulous  employers  who  would 
keep  theii  assistants  through  all  hours 
on  Sunday  morning,  but  for  the  church 
and  chapel  people  to  whom  they  were  look- 
ing for  orders.  He  maintained  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  public,  of  the  employers, 
and  of  the  employees  alike,  a  case  had 
been  made  out  for  the  Bill ;  and  he 
appealed  to  the  Home  Secretary  to  give  the 
Bill  a  Second  Reading,  and  allow  it  to  go 
to  a  Grand  Committee.  He  promised 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  that  he  would 
do  all  he  possibly  oould  to  facilitate 
its  progress  by  a  give-and-take  policy, 
so  that  when  it  came  to  Third  Reading 
it  would  not  take  up  too  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Government.  That  would 
be  a  message  of  hope  from  the  House 
to  those  who  could  not  help  themselves, 
but  who  were  now  the  unfortunate  victims 
of  oppression. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  said 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken  supported  a  few  weeks  ago  a  Bill 
demanding  the  right  to  work.  Now,  he 
was  supporting  a  Bill  denying  to  people 
the  right  to  work. 

Mr.  SEDDON  :  Beyond  sixty  hours 
a  week. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  told  them  that  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  was  that  no  one  was  to  work 
for  more  than  sixty  hours  a  week.  On 
looking  at  the  Bill  he  found  that  the 
sixty  hours  included  one-and-a-half  hours 
each  day  for  meals,  but  in  the  Factory 
Acts  the  sixty  hours  excluded  the  meal 
time.  That  was  to  say,  a  man  might  not 
engage  in  the  light  work,  as  it  often  was, 
of  serving  in  a  shop  for  more  than  sixty 
hours  a  week,  including  meal  times, 
but  he  might  engage  in  the  heavy  work 
of  boiler-making  or  in  a  factory  for  sixty 
hours  a  week  excluding  meal  times,  a 
difiereace  of  about  seven  or  eight  hours 
a  week. 

Ak  HON.  MEMBER  :  That  includes 
overtime. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  that  was 
not  80,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  was 
under-stating  his  case,  because  there  was 
no  legal,  or  rather  explicit,  limit  whatever 
upon  a  man's  work  in  a  factory.  He 
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quite  recognised  that  in  a  textile  factory r- 
where  they  had  a  large  number  of  women 
and  children  employed,  if  they  made 
regulations  limiting  their  hours,  they  did 
in  fact  limit  the  hours  of  men's  work, 
but  that  was  why  he  ventured  some 
weeks  ago,  he  was  afraid  permanently,  to 
ofEend  his  friend  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London,  by  saying 
that  he  did  not  dispute  absolutely  the 
power  of  Parliament  to  interfere  even 
with  the  labour  of  adult  males.  He  said 
that  partly  because  he  thought  there 
would  be  a  certain  amount  of  hypocrisy 
in  taking  up  that  attitude.  Let  them 
take  the  case  of  what  was  known  in 
Lancashire  as  the  "  Football  Hour.'*' 
Some  years  ago  the  Lancashire  operatives 
wanted  to  close  aif  hour  earlier  so  as  to  be 
able  to  watch  the  football  matches. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  No,  no. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  WeU,  I  speak: 
from  my  own  information. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  I  speak  from, 
experience. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  at  any 
rate  they  wanted  to  close  early.  They 
did  not  ask  Parliament  to  pass  an  Act 
limiting  the  houis  of  their  labour,  but  to- 
alter  the  provisions  of  the  law  affecting 
the  hours  of  women  and  children,  which 
indirectly  benefited  them,  therefore  it 
would  be  straining  language  to  say  that 
Parliament  never  did  interfere  with  the 
hours  of  men.  The  point,  however.^was 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  were  denying, 
to  their  fellows  the  right  to  work  sixty 
hours  a  week,  whereas  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country  worked  for 
more  than  sixty  hours  a  week. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  That  is  the 
reason  why  so  many  of  them  have  got^no- 
work. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  that  raised 

a  very  interesting  economic  fallacy,  and 
he  would  point  out  that  if  it  were  true 
that  they  could  make  more  work  for  other 
people  by  working  less  time  themselves, 
they  could  make  more  work  still  by  not 
working  at  all.  He  might  add  that  there- 
would  be  work  foT^go^  ^}^^^f^^ot 
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them  did  any  work.   This  Bill  was  in- 

-vpired,  he  believed,  by  a  desire  to  help 
the  assistants  in  Urge  shops.  He  be- 
lieved that  that  vas  the  only  argument  put 
forward  in  defence  of  it,  but  the  hon. 
Members  who  prepared  the  Bill  had 
forgotten  tJiat  all  shops  were  not  large 

:  shops,  that  there  was  an  enormous 
number  of  small  shops,  and  that  there  was 
an  increasing  number  of  small  shops. 
Although  it  was  true,  as  the  Socialists  were 
fond  01  saying,  that  those  small  shop- 
keepers often  lost  their  money,  it  was 
also  true  that  a  large  nnmbn  of  them 

■did  earn  an  honest  Uving  year  by  year, 
maintaining  themselves  and  their  families, 
and  those  were  the  people  that  the 
authors  of  the  Bill  had  absolutely  for- 
gotten. The  effect  of^the  Bill  would  be 
to  destroy  altogether 'a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  those  shops,  and  thus  to  do 
what  the  Socialista  always  professed 
they  did  not  want  to  do,  viz.,  to  drive 
industry  into  the  hands  of  the  big 

-  capitalists,  because  they  would  crush 
out  the  little  man,  which  was  the  general 
effect  of  legislation  such  as  that.  With 

Tegard  to  the  Act  of  1904,  it  was  very 
different.    He   agreed   with   the  hon. 

3aronet  opposite  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment did  sometimes  make  mistakes,  but 
the  Act  of  1904  was  certainly  a  very 

•  different  measure  from  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  It  required  the  local  author- 
ity to  be  satisfied  that  two-thirds  of  the 
people  concerned  wished  for  the  regula- 
tions, but  there  was  nothing  of  that  sort 
in  ,the  present  Bill.  The  local  authority 
was  to  have  absolute  power  to  impose 
T^pilations  on  the  trade  of  the  town, 
and  he  would  like  to  point  out  the  ex- 
traordinary manner  in  which  the  Bill 
was  drafted.  In  the  second  clause  the 
local  authority  was  given  power  to 
fix  the  hour  of  closing  on  the 
early  closing  day  at  or  before  one 
o'clock,  and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
them  fixing  it  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Clause  4  said  that  under  no 
circumstances  was  a  shop  assistant  to  be 
employed  for  more  than  half-an-hour 
torn  the  closing  hour  unless  notice  was 
•given  (to  the  factory  inspector,  he 
presumed)  seven  days  in  advance.  Let 
them  take  the  case  of  an  ordinary  village 
shop  where  a  man  had  two  assistants 

And  his  family  helping  him.  Supposing 

jBk  barrel  of  sugar  was  upset  on  the  floor 
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late  in  the  evening,  and  it  took  an  hour 
to  clear  it  up,  he  would  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  £5.  llany  small  shops  were 
engaged  in  what  he  might  call  manu- 
facturing as  well  as  selling.  They  often 
had  a  plumber's  shop  where  people  were 
engaged  in  working  at  the  back  of  the 
shop  making  things,  and  they  were 
under  no  restrictions  whatever.  They 
could  work  all  night  long,  but  if  one 
of  those  men  was  brought  into  the  front 
shop,  where  he  would  probably  sit  on  a 
stool  doing  nothing  all  day  long,  waiting 
for  a  customer,  then  he  must  not  work 
more  than  sixty  hours  per  week. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKB :  The  man 
working  in  or  for  the  shop,  at  "  making, 
or  preparing  for  sale,"  was  in  a  workshop 
under  the  Factory  Acts,  and  already 
got  the  benefit  of  the  sanitary  regulations. 

Mb.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  that  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  humorons 
portions  of  the  Bill.  It  would  not  escape 
the  notice  of  the  House  that  these  sani- 
tary regulations  applied  to  any  shop, 
small  or  great,  and  that  any  shopkeeper 
employing  his  own  children  was  subjected 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  It  required 
that  wherever  males  and  females  were 
employed  separate  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion must  be  supplied  for  the  two  sexes, 
so  that  if  a  shopkeeper  had  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  both  occasionally  assisting  him 
in  the  shop,  he  was  to  go  to  the  expense 
of  setting  up  separate  sanitary  accom- 
modation for  them.  Then,  with  regard 
to  children,  the  BiU  said  tJiat  no  child 
under  fourteen  yeais  of  age  was  ever  to  be 
employed  in  a  shop.  But  what  did  the 
Factory  Act  say  ?  It  allowed  any  child 
over  twelve  years  of  age  to  be  employed 
as  a  half-timer  in  a  factory.  More  than 
that,  a  child  thirteen  years  of  age  who 
had  passed  the  proper  standard,  could  be 
employed  full  time.  Did  anybody  pre- 
tend that  the  severity  of  tlie  work  in  a 
factory  was  in  any  way  comparable  to  the 
light  work  in  a  shop?  Thehon.  Member  who 
had  just  spoken  had  talked  about  people 
standing  so  many  hours  a  day,  and  there 
were  cases,  he  admitted,  where  that  might 
occur,  but  there  was  also  an  enormous 
number  of  shojps  where  the  assistant* 
were  not  standmg  all|day  long.  Hon. 
Members  lihemselves  must  often  have 
been   in    shops   where    they  fomid 
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the  woman  in  charge  sitting  com- 
fortably in  a  chair,  kmtting  or  sewing. 
Were  they  to  contend  that  that  woman 
was  in  any  way  subject  to  the  same  kind 
of  strain  as  she  would  be  if  she  were 
working  in  a  cotton  mill?  Then  there 
was  a  curious  point  with  regard  to  the 
meal-times.  This  highly  ingenious  Bill 
said  that  at  least  an  hour  was  to  be  set 
aside  between  noon  and  two  o'clock  for 
meals,  and  the  Bill  applied  to  eating- 
houses  as  well  as  to  other  shops.  That 
meant  that  an  eating-house,  which 
necessarily  did  its  whole  business  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  was  to  send  out  its 
assistants  for  an  hour  at  a  time  when  they 
were  doing  their  biggest  business,  and 
they  would  consequently  lose  their 
customers.  He  could  not  imagine  a 
more  absurd  proposal.  If  people  catered 
for  other  people*8  meals,  they  must  ar- 
range their  meal-times  so  that  they  did 
not  clash  with  the  duty  they  had  under- 
taken. If  their  servants  formed  a  imion 
and  insisted  in  having  their  meals  just  at 
the  time  when  they  had  contracted  to 
supply  meals  to  other  people,  they  would 
be  breaking  their  contract.  People  who 
took  service  in  eating-houses  did  so  with 
the  distinct  knowledge  that  they  were 
going  to  supply  meals  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  and  having  made  that  undertaking, 
it  w^as  their  business  to  take  their  own 
meals  at  some  other  time.  It  would  be 
as  reasonable  for  the  soldier  to  say  he 
wanted  his  holiday  just  when~he  was 
called  to  the  front.  The  Bill,  by  the 
way,  expressly  applied  to  barbers,  who 
were  always  busiest  at  meal-times, 
because  all  the  people  came  out  from 
their  w^ork  at  meal -times, had  their  food, 
and  then  went  to  get  their  hair  cut,  and 
then  the  barber  and  his  assistants  were 
all  to  go  oft  and  have  their  meals  accord- 
ing to  statute.  There  was  another  very 
interesting  clause,  viz.,  Clause  20,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  even  the  Members  who 
were  responsible  for  the  Bill  could  possibly 
have  read  it  themselves,  for  he  could  not 
believe  that  any  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  put  his  name  to  the 
back  of  such  a  Bill  if  he  had  known  what 
was  in  it.  Clause  20  said  that  any  person 
found  in  a  shop,  other  than  a  customer, 
should,  until  the  contrary  was  proved,  be 
deemed  to  have  been  employed  in  the 
shop.  If  a  woman  had  her  niece  to  stay 
-with  her,  and  she  was  playing  about  in  the 


shop,  unless  the  aunt  went  to  the  expense 
of  proving  that  she  was  not  employed 
she  would  be  liable  under  the  Act. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that 
the  clause  followed  the  "presumption" 
clause  of  the  Factory  Act. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  he  could  only 
express  his  surprise  that  his  right  hon. . 
friend,  with  lus  great  ingenuity,  did  not 
exercise  a  little  more  discretion  m  copying 
other  Acts. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE: 
necessary  provision. 


It  is  a 


Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  if  any- 
thing would  condemn  the  Bill  that  clause 
alone  would  do  it.  There  was  a  schedule 
of  exceptions,  but  it  only  applied  to  the 
closing  hours.  It  did  not  apply  to  the 
provisions  about  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion, or  to  children,  or  to  meal-times. 
Let  them  look  at  the  exceptions.  There 
were  medicines  and  surgical  appliances, . 
and  establishments  for  consumption  on 
the  premises.  That  was  all  very  well, 
but  how  were  they  to  guarantee  that 
the  peiBon  who  came  ostensibly  to  eat 
on  the  premises  did  not  take  away  food 
with  him  ?  There  was  another  curious 
exception,  and  perhaps  his  right  hon. 
friend  defended  that.  One  of  the  set 
of  establishments  which  were  not  to  be 
subject  to  the  law  so  far  as  regarded 
hours  were  those  for  the  supply  of 
tobacco,  pipes,  matches,  and  smokers' 
necessaries.  He  knew  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  a  foolish  precedent  i<x  every 
part  of  the  Bill. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE   said  that 
his  precedent  was  unanimously  agreed  to  - 
in  the  Shop  Hours  Act  of  1904. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  when 
it  was  unanimous  it  was  often  the  most 
foolish.  Not  being  a  smoker,  he  could 
not  see  why  this  preferential  treatment 
should  be  given.  They  were  invited 
to  pass  a  Bill  which  made  it  a  penal 
ofience  for  a  child  to  smoke  tobacco, 
and  yet  they  were  to  give  preferential 
treatment  to  the  people  who  supplied  the 
tobacco.  Then,astonempapers.  News-- 
papers,  and,  so  far  as  concerned  railway 
bookstalls,  annual  magazine^  and  books,. 
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were  excepted.  Hon,  Members  would 
know  that  recently  there  was  a  dispute 
between  a  well-known  firm  of  newspaper 
.supplieia  and  the  London  and  North- 
Western  Kailwa7  Company,  with  the 
result  that  that  firm  had  set  up  shops 
outside  the  railway  stations.  Under 
this  Bill,  that  firm  would  be  restricted 
as  to  its  hours,  but  its  competitor  just 
inside  the  station  would  have  freedom 
to  sell  all  day  and  all  night. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  That  ia  free 
trade. 

Me.  HAROLD  COX  said  he  called 
it  preferentialism,  and  that  was  one 
of  the  reasons  why  he  objected  to 
protection. 

«8iB  CHARLES  DILKE  said  these 
words  were  taken  from  the  present  law. 
The  case  had  arisen  in  Glasgow. 

Mr.  HAROLD   COX  said  he  had 
-always  thought  they  had  a  great  many 
foolish  statutes   in  the  Statute-Book, 
but  until  his  right  hon.  friend  interrupted 
him  so  frequently  he  did  not  know  how 
.  many  there  were. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the  hon. 
Member  was  quoting  words  as  his  words 
but  they  were  the  words  of  the  existing 
law,  and  the  point  had  arisen  and  was 
discussed  by  him  that  day  in  the  com- 
posite shop  case,  when  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  present. 

Mb.  HAROLD  COX  said  he  was 
present.  With  regard  to  Sunday 
closing,  the  Home  Secretary  had 
properly  pointed  out  that  the  Bill 
made  no  provision  for  Jews.  It  per- 
mitted them  to  sell  on  Saturdays, 
but  forbade  them  to  sell  on  Sundays, 
whereupon  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  said  he  was  willing 
to  waive  the  question  of  the  Jews. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE :  There  is  an 
exception  in  favour  of  Jews  in  the 
Factory  Acts,  and  I  said  I  would  be 
willing  to  consider  similar  ezoeptiona. 

Mr.  HarM  Cox, 


R.  HAROLD  COX  said  that  as 
regarded  the  Factory  and  Worktops 
Act  the  thing  did  not  matter  very  much^ 
because  a  Jew  could  seldom  get  enou^ 
Jewish  assistants  to  set  up  a  rival  factory, 
but  in  the  case  of  shops  it  mattered 
a  great  deal.  In  the  case  of  two  shops 
working  side  by  side,  under  this  law, 
with  the  exception  in  favour  of  Jews, 
they  would  have  a  Jew  permitted  to 
txade  on  Sunday  while  the  Christian  was 
debarred  from  doing  so.  These  were 
just    a   series   of  futilities  and 

absurdities  of  which  the  Bill  was  full, 
without  troubling  to  consider  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill — and  he  thought  the 
House  should  remember  that  the  principle 
as  laid  down  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
was  that  no  shop  assistant  had  ever  to 
work  more  than  sixty  houra  a  week, 
meal  hours  included,  which  meant  con- 
siderably less  than  sixty  hours  a  week. 
That  was  the  principle  they  were  to 
accept,  that  whereas  men  might  work 
in  factories  and  workshops  as  long  as 
they  liked,  and  women  in  non-textile 
factories  sixty  full  hours  a  week,  neither 
man  nor  woman  was  to  work  in  a  shop 
as  much  as  sixty  houra  a  week,  their 
meal  times  having  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
sixty.  That  was  the  proposition  they 
were  asked  to  vote  upon,  and  quite  apart 
from  that  they  had  a  Bill  full  of  such 
grotesque  anomalies  that  the  House 
shoidd  not  consider  it  for  a  minute. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) 
thought  it  interesting  that  he  should 
refer  to  a  little  book  he  had  in  his 
hand  published  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  last  addressed  the 
House.    He  supposed  that  of  all  the 
men  sitting  in  that  House,  the  present 
movement  to  reduce  the  hours  of  laboor 
could  be  laid  more  upon  the  shoulders  d 
the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  than  upo: 
any  other  Member.   He  held  in  bis  hanc- 
a  book  published  in  1888  entitled  "  The 
Eight  Hours'  Working  Day,"  written  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Preston.    At  that 
time  the  Labour  leaders  were  discussing 
whether  it  was  right  to  enforce  by  personal 
arrangement,  by  means  of  strikes  or 
otherwise,  between  their  employers  and 
themselves  a  shortening  of  the  hours  of 
labour  in  factories,  mines,  workshops, 
etc.,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  classes  of  indus- 
trial  work.    They  were  debating  among 
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"themselves  as  to  whether  it  was  possible 
"to  come  to  Parliament  and  seek  a  reduc- 
'tioa  of  hours  by  legal  enactment  or 
vhether  thej  ought  to  settle  the  question 
personally  between  themselves  and  their 
-employens.  In  the  midst  of  their  dis- 
•cossions  came  the  memorable  tract 
dealing  with  the  situation,  written  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Preston.  In  that  he 
■conclusively  proved  that  it  was  a  waste  of 
■energy  on  the  part  of  labour  combina- 
tions to  attempt  by  means  of  strikes  to 
shorten  the  hours  of  labour,  but  that  it 
was  tiieii  duty  to  come  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  to  insist  upon  its 
being  done  by  Puliament.  One  would 
.scarcely  believe  that  it  was  possible 
that  that  book  could  have  been 
"written  a  few  short  years  ago  by  the  hon. 
Member  whose  views  met  with  such 
approval  to-day  from  the  hon.  Baronet 
iiie  Member  for  the  City  of  London.  But, 
while  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  was 
-quite  entitled,  as  a  justifioation  for  his 
present  opinion,  to  point  out  that 
he  wrote  thatpampWettwentyyeara  ago, 
that  was  no  reason  why  the  Labour 
leaders  should  alter  their  opinion.  Hav- 
ing been  convinced  twenty  years  ago 
that  this  was  the  proper  procedure  they 
were  not  going  to  change  their  opinions 
now.  In  that  book  he  could  point  to  the 
-case  of  the  cab  driver.  The  hon.  Member 
to-day  had  referred  to  the  case  of  the  cab 
driver  and  had  pointed  out  to  those  who 
had  been  pressing  for  an  eight-hours  day 
how  ridiculous  it  would  be  to  apply 
that  system  to  cab  drivers.  He  had 
;sugge8ted  that  a  man  in  his  cab  might 
for  half  the  day  be  looking  for  a  fare  and 
that  when  he  got  one  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  drive  Um  a  mile  or  so  because 
the  legal  limit  of  time  during  which  he 
was  allowed  to  work  had  expired.  But 
:in  his  book  the  hon.  Member  had  dealt 
with  that  objection  in  a  very  scientific 
and  practical  way,and  from  that  pamphlet 
-they  were  able  to  take  every  point  of  his 
speech  and  answer  evory  objection  he 
now  suggested.  In  fact,  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber read  again  his  own  book,  he  would 
find  that  no  reply  to  his  speech  to-day 
was  required  from  any  Member  on  the 
iLabour  Benches. 

♦Mr.  STEADMAN  (Fmsbury,  Central) 
mmA  that  he  would  not  have  intervened 


in  the  debate  but  for  the  fact  that  he 
had  had  some  special  experience  in 
dealing  with  the  hours  of  labour  of  shop 
assistants.  The  hon.  Member  for  Preston 
was  careful  to  analyse  the  Bill  and  to 
point  out  what  were  its  defects,  but 
he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  inform 
the  House  of  the  good  principles  embodied 
in  the  Bill.  Its  good  principles  far 
outweighed  its  defects.  For  some  years 
there  had  been  in  existence  in  London 
a  combination  known  as  the  Volun- 
tary Early  Closing  Association.  That 
Voluntary  Elarly  Gosing  Association 
had  in  its  way  done  some  good  in 
various  parts  of  London  to  secure  a 
half-holiday  or  an  early  closing  afternoon 
in  a  great  many  shops.  Working  on 
behalf  of  that  association  in  the  East 
of  London  he  had  personally  canvassed 
every  drapery  establishment  in  the 
Commercial,  the  Mile  End,  and  White- 
chapel  Roads,  and  had  succeeded  m 
persuading  the  proprietors  of  some  of 
those  establishments  to  agree  to  close 
their  premises  a  little  earlier  on  one  or 
two  nights  a  week.  In  two  or  three 
instances  he  found  that  the  proprietors 
had  gone  back  on  their  agreements 
and  were  working  the  old  hours.  Upon 
his  interviewing  them  they  told  him 
that  other  people  (giving  the  names) 
were  doing  it  and  that,  tiierefore,  they 
were  obliged  to  do  it  too,  otherwise 
they  would  lose  their  custom.  He  did 
not  hold  the  working  classes  entirely 
blameless  in  the  matter  and  had  often 
said  that  if  the  people  refused  to  shop 
at  night  the  shops  would  not  keep  open, 
and  he  formed  a  ladies*  association  and  ' 
distributed  handbills  asking  the  working 
classes  not  to  shop  late.  He  interviewed 
during  that  period  one  of  the  largest 
firms  in  London  and  ashed  the  head 
to  close  the  establishment  at  two  o'clock 
on  Thursday  afternoons.  That  gentleman 
admitted  to  him  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation that  the  present  long  hours 
of  shop  assistants  meant  slow  murder, 
but  as  an  argument  against  himself 
closing  at  two  o'clock  on  Thursdays, 
he  said  that  other  large  establishments  in 
different  parts  of  London  did  not  close 
till  five,  and  that  if  he  closed  at  two  the 
customers  whom  he  was  then  getting  in 
the  afternoon  would  go  to  these  other 
shops,  and  he  would  lose  them.  The 
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only  solution  to  the  problem,  he  said, 
was  a  xiniversal  compulsory  legal  enact- 
ment by  Parliament  The  hon.  Member 
for  Preston  had  taunted  hia  hon.  friend 
became  he  was  now  supporting  this 
Bill  while  a  few  weeks  back  he  was 
supporting  another  Bill  which  claimed 
for  every  man  out  of  work  a  right  to 
work.  But  that  was  the  position  of 
the  Labour  Party.  As  trade  unionists 
they  believed  that  if  they  could  secure 
a  legal  eight-hours  working  day  for  all 
those  industries  which  were  now  working 
twelve  or  fourteen  hours  a  day,  they 
would  be  able  to  put  into  employment 
every  working  nian  who  to-day  was  unem- 
ployed. Their  efforts  to-day  were  as  much 
in  the  direction  of  securing  equal  em- 
plo3n3ient  for  all  as  anything  else.  He 
himself  had  four  daughters,  and  men 
occupying  his  position  were  not  able 
to  keep  their  daughters  at  home ; 
they  had  to  find  some  honest  employ- 
ment for  them,  and  everyone  must  admit 
that  the  hours  to-day  in  the  shops  were 
far  too  long  for  any  female  to  engage 
in,  and  the  wages  were  far  too  small. 
Before  he  was  ten  years  old  he  went  as 
an  errand-boy,  between  his  school  hours, 
and  at  twelve  years  of  age  he  had  to 
leave  school  and  devote  his  whole  time 
and  attenticm.  to  his  work.  His  hour? 
were  from  seven  in  the  morning  till 
ten  at  night  five  nights  a  week,  and  till 
twelve  on  Saturday.  One  year  after 
that  he  served  behind  the  bar  in  the 
house  of  a  relative.  His  hours  there 
were  from  six  in  the  morning  till  ten 
o'clock  at  night  every  day  and  on  Satur- 
day till  twelve.  How  could  they  expect 
to  educate  people  and  make  good  citizens 
out  of  them  if  they  were  to  work  all 
those  hours  ?  He  would  like  to  see  an 
Act  of  Parliament  that  would  not  permit 
a  boy  to  go  to  work  until  he  ^s  fourteen 
years  of  age,  but  compelled  his  parents 
to  keep  him  at  school  until  he 
reached  that  age.  He  believed  that  if 
that  were  done  a  far  better  clas."  of 
citizens  would  be  brought  up.  He 
admitted  that  the  Bill  attacked  the 
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small  shopkeepers.  In  the  back  streets 
of  our  poorer  districts  there  were 
thousands  of  what  were  called  chandleis^ 
shops,  which  found  it  very  difficult  to 
make  both  ends  meet,  but  which  were 
very  useful  to  the  poor.  Then  thetfr* 
were  the  refreshment  places,  wUch  he 
supposed  would  include  fried  fish  shops. 
In  East  London,  in  which  great  interest 
was  taken  in  this  Bill,  there  were  a 
great  number  of  fried  fish  shops.  Their 
business  did  not  commence  until  after 
eight  o'clock  at  night — their  work  did 
not  commence  till  then.  He  could  take 
hon.  MemberB  down  to  East  London 
after  that  hour,  and  show  them  many 
of  these  shops  crowded  with  people 
waiting  to  get  served  with  fish  for  their 
suppers.  These  shops  also  would  be 
hardly  hit  by  this  Bill.  He  would,  in 
conclusion,  point  out  that  no  Bill  intro- 
duced in  the  House  was  perfect  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  first  brought  forward, 
and  that  being  so  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  agree  to  this  Bill  going  to 
a  Committee,  so  that  in  the  Committee 
stage  all  those  defects  that  had  been 
pointed  out  could  be  remedied,  and  a  great 
deal  of  good  done  by  its  passage  into 
law. 

•The  UNDBR-SECRETARYopSTATE 
BOB  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Herbert  Sauuel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland) : 
The  House  has  heard  many  speeches 
from  hon.  Members  opposite  devoted  not 
merely  to  the  criticism  of  the  details  of 
this  measure,  but  aimed  against  its  very 
essence  and  principles.  Z  shall  1)e  ver}' 
much  interested  to  see  whether  thev  will 
carry  their  objections  and  resistance  to 
the  Bill  as  far  as  the  division  lobby. 
On  past  occasions  I  have  often  noticed 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  has  not  done  so,  but  that  when 
it  came  to  voting  his  courage  ran  out  of 
the  heels  of  his  boots.  I  hope  he  will 
on  this  occauon  carry  his  opposition,  into 
the  lobby  in  order  that  we  may  see 
what  is  really  the  position  of  this  proposal 
in  the  House.  ^Hiat  ther^^^^^^^f  otm. 
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will  hardlj  be  denied  by  anybody.  Thepj 
was  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  1901  which  considered  this  matter. 
That  Conunittee,  of  which  the  lat«  Lord 
Salisbury  was  a  member,  report«d  that 
the  evidence  had  satisfied  t^em  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  urgent  importance 
and  that — 


"The  exiBting  evils  show  na  signs  of  im- 
mediirfe  improvement.  In  many  cases  the 
honrs  during  which  these  Bhop8  are  open  range 
AB  high  as  eighty  or  ninety  a  week." 


'Phis  is  not  a  statement  of  a  trade  union 
l  eader,  but  the  considered  Report  of  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords — 

.  "  In  additioa  to  these  hours  some  time  is 
oooni^ed  hi  cleaniiig  np  and  patting  away  the 
giMKlK  not  purchased.  In  many  oases  the  hours 
amount  to  fourteen  a  day*  and  it  is  almost 
self-evident  that  such  long  hours  of  work  are 
often  ruinous  to  health,  especially  m  the  case  of 
women." 

There  is  little  reason  to  believe  that  the 
conditions  have  been  ameliorated  to  any 
appreciable   degree   during  the  seven 
years  thai'  have  passed  since  that  Com- 
mittee reported.    But  even  if  these  long 
hoars  did  not  involve  a  danger  to  health, 
there  would  be  still  a  case  for  shortening 
them.    The  injury  to  physical  health  is 
not  the  only  evil  that  results  from  these 
long  hours.    People  tied  to  the  counter 
for  so  many  hours  in  the  day  have  no  op- 
portunities for  recreation,  for  self-improve- 
ment, fo:  the  duties  of  citizenship,  or  for 
any  of  the  wider  activities  of  life.  This 
Parliament  comes  pledged,  more  than 
any  other  Parliament  of  recent  years 
has  done,  to  carry  out  measures  of  social 
reform,  and  we  who  are  its  Members 
have  all  of  us  told  our  constituents 
that  we  will  do  what  in  us  lies  to  help 
to  increase  the  happiness  of  the  people. 
I    do    not   think   we   can    pass  any 
legislation   which   is   more  consistent 
with  those  pledges  than  the  giving  to 
nearly  a  million  of  our  people  the  in- 
estimable boon  of  larger  leisure,  and  for 
my  part  I  shall  be  most  bitterly  dis- 
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appointed  if  this  Parliament  comes  to 
an  end  without  an  effectivj  measure 
limiting  the  hours  of  labour  in  shops 
being  placed  on  the  Statute-book. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILEE:  Limiting 
the  hours  of  laboiir  in  shops  meets  our 
request,  I  think. 


•Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The  main 
objection  u^ed  against  this  Bill  has  been 
stated  in  interesting  langnage  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London,  who  puts  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  interferes  with  tite  liberty 
of  the  subject.    I  always  listen  to  the 
hon.  Baronet  with  the  greatest  possible 
attention.   He  told  us  in  an  interesting 
aatobiographical  statement  that  he  waQ 
bom  in  the  middle  of  the  nineterath 
century,  but,  politically  speaking,  he 
belongs,  of  course,  to  the  eighteenth.  As 
I  listened  to  his  address  my  imagination 
clothed  him  with  the  costume  of  the 
period,  with  a  wig  upon  his  head,  and 
could  almost  imagine  myself  sitting  in 
the  small  and  crowded  chamber  which 
once  stood  upon  this  site.   The  hon. 
Baronet  is  a  most  interesting  personality 
to  the  archteologists,  and  he  is  infinitely 
precious  as  a  relic,  but  1  do  not  think  he 
is  safe  to  be  taken  as  a  poUtical  guide. 
The  essence  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  objec- 
tion to  this  Bill  is  based  on  the  theory 
that  "  a  man  is  entitled  to  do  what  he 
likes  with  his  own  life."    Does  he  imagine 
that  the  shop  assistants  of  our  country 
are  doing  what  they  like  with  their  own 
lives  as  it  is  ?    Does  he  imagine  that 
they  work  eighty  or  ninety  hours  a  week, 
as  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
reported  they  did,  because  they  wish 
to  do  sol    No,  they  work  these  long 
lionrs  because  they  have  to  obey  the 
conditions  imposed  on  them  by  their 
employers.    The   employers  themselves 
cannot  wish  that  the  hours  should  be  so 
long  as  they  are ;  often  they  themselves 
are  subject  to  the  same  condition.  Em- 
ployers and  assistants  worlc  thes3  long 

3  M  D  g  t  zed  by  Google 


1695 


{COMMONS] 


mil. 


m 


hours,  not  because  they  desire  to  do  so, 
but  because  they  are  in  the  grip  of 
economic  forces  against  which  they  are 
wholly  powerless  to  cope.  Wh  ,t  is 
liberty?  I-  is  that  men  should  be 
allowed  to  do  what  they  want  to  do- 
We  assert  that  often  tiie  law  must  step 
in  precisely  in  order  that  men  should  have 
this  opportimity  of  doing  what  they 
want  uid  that  legislation  of  this  character 
gives  more  liberty  than  it  forfeita,  and 
gets  rid  of  far  more  compulsion  than 
it  imposes.  The  late  Grovernment,  by 
the  Act  of  1904,  have  already  endorsed 
this  principle.  It  ia  remarkable  that 
whenever  we  come  to  discuss  a  question, 
whether  licensing  or  shop  hours,  we 
seem  obliged  to  discuss  the  action  of  the 
late  Gtovemment  in  1904.  "We  claim 
that  in  principle,  although  we  com- 
plain of  the  inadequacy  of  their 
action,  the  Act  of  1904,  which  pre- 
vents men  from  keeping  open  their  shops 
after  the  hours  fixed  by  the  closing  order 
in  force  in  their  districts,  does  Umit  the 
hours  of  labour  of  adult  males  in  their 
biuiness,  and  does  form  a  real  pre- 
cedent for  the  legislation  which  is 
proposed  by  this  Bill.  I  would  point 
out  another  consideration  to  the  House, 
that  long  hours  of  labour  in  shops, 
injunous  as  they  are,  hostile  as  we  believe 
them  to  be  really  to  liberty,  are  wholly 
unnecessary  for  any  economic  purpose. 
There  is  no  question  here  of  the  danger  of 
{>reign  competition.  No  man,  because 
the  shops  in  his  town  are  closed  early, 
will  go  to  France  for  a  tie,  or  to  Germany 
for  a  pair  of  boots,  and  the  question 
of  foreign  competition  does  not  in  any 
degree  affect  this  question.  There  is 
another  consideration  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
As  the  hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth 
has  pointed  out,  these  shop  assistants 
verv  frequently  are  in  the  shop  for  long 
hours  bu;  they  are  not  actually  work- 
ing throughout  In  other  words,  the 
business  done  in  the  shop  can  be  com- 
pressed into  shorter  hours  and  there 
will  be  in  such  cases  no  loss  of  trade  in 
any  direction.   The  inconvenienre  caused 
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to  the  public,  if  the  hours  are  altered 
with  due  consideration  of  the  public 
needs,  will  be  infinitely  small  compiled  to 
the  greatness  of  the  boon  conferred  upon 
those  engaged  in  the  trade.   The  lesulta 
of  the  Act  of  1904.  although  we  may 
put  that  forward  as  a  precedent  m 
the  point  of  principle,  have  been  pro- 
foundly  disappointing.    I  was  in  the 
House  at  the  time  and  did  what  I  could 
to  support  that  Bill  and  improve  its 
details,  and  I  expected  some  good  resu1t« 
would  follow  from  it,  but  its  effect  has 
been  very  inadequate  indeed.    Take  for 
instance  the  great  trade  of  drapers— 
the  drapers'  shops  arc  very  numerous 
throughout  the  whole  country  and  employ 
tens  of  thousands  of  persons.   In  only 
tsn  towns  in  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  however,  has   any  diaper's 
a.<tsistant  got  the  benefit  of  that  Act.  Tab 
the  case  of  the  grocers,  even  more 
numerous :  in  only  three  towns  in  th« 
whole  of  this  country  have  the  grocers 
derived  any  benefit  from  that  Act;  and 
altogether,  apart  from  hairdressers,  who 
appear  to  have  been  somewhat  success- 
ful in  putting  the  Act  into  operation, 
only  thirty-two  Orders  have  been  made 
in  the  whole  of  the  country  under  the 
Act  in  three  years.    For  my  part  if  this 
Bill  goes  to  a  division  I  shall  unhesitat- 
ingly vote  for  the  Second  Raading,  not 
that  that  vote  should  be  taken  aa  im- 
plying that  the  Government  necessarily 
favour  the  fifty-one  hours  week  which  may 
hs  proposed  in  the  Bill  or  any  of  the  other 
detiuln  oF  this  measure,  but  merely  that 
the  Government  accept  its  principle. 
We    are    cordially    in   accord  with 
those  who  desire  to  have  some  more 
general  and  effective  regulation  of  labour 
in  shops.    I  do  not  propose  to  say  a  word 
on  the  details  of  this  Bill ;  it  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  criticism  in  the 
House  to-day,  and  I  think  that  everyone  ' 
of  those  who  have  spoken  in  its  support 
admits  that  it  needs  amendment  in  very 
many  details.  And  when  the  Report  is 
published,  in  a  very  few  days,  of  the  Com- 
missioner  wh.^^,^JJi^e  (g^^gcretMj- 
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has  sent  to  Anstralia  and  Nefw  Zealand 
to  investigate  this  subject  in  addition 
to  the  question  of  home  woik,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  are  a  very  considerable 
number  of  other  details,  apart  from  those 
touched  in  this  Bill,  which  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  if  tbe  Act  is  to  be  made  success- 
ful and  effective,  and  that  in  scores  of 
points  the  minutest  attention  must  be 
given  to  the  working  out  of  the  principle. 
Still  less  is  this  the  occasion  for  discussng 
the  details  of  the  Government  Bill  of  next 
year.  Whether  the  closing  should  bp 
efiected  by  the  limiting  of  the  hours  of 
labour  alone,  or  by  fiixng  closing  hours 
alone,  or  by  a  combination  of  the  two, is  not 
for  the  moment  the  matter  to  be  decided. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  It  may  make 
a  difference  in  legard  to  the  second 
division,  but  we  shall  be  forced  to  divide 
against  the  (Jovernment  on  the  Bill  going 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
unless  it  is  made  clear  that  there  is  to  be  an 
hours  clause — both  in  the  first  as  well  as  tb  e 
second  part  of  the  Bill.  There  must  be 
some  sort  of  hours  clause. 

•Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  I  do  not 
see  how  the  consideration  of  an  hours 
clause  relates  to  the  question  of  the  Bill 
going  to  a  Grand  Committee  or  not. 
In  the  New  South  Wales  Act,  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  spoke,  I  think 
there  is  no  limitation  of  hours  of  kbour. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  :  Yes,  it  is  a 
sixty  hours'  week,  and  a  concurrent  limita- 
tion to  half  an  hour  beyond  the  hours  of 
the  day. 

*Ma.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Thenmy 
observation  falls  to  the  ground,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Government  at  the 
present  time,  without  having  given  de- 
tailed attention  to  the  methodof  enforce- 
ment, in  a  question  which  affects  very 
lai|^  interests  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  persons,  and  which  touches  very  closely 
the  customa  of  the  whole  population — it 
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is  impossible  for  the  Government  now  in 
May,  1908,  to  pledge  themselves  to  what 
I  insist  is  a  detail,  and  a  question  only 
of  the  method  of  nnforcing  the  law. 


•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  am  most 
anxious  to  avoid  a  division  on  this  ques- 
tion if  we  are  all  agreed.  Will  the  Govern- 
ment favourably  consider  their  own 
statements — ^for  instance,  those  of 
the  present  Prime  Minister  in  the 
debate  in  the  last  Parliament,  where 
the  whole  matter  turned  upon  these  words 
in.  the  second  clause  of  the  Resolution. 
The  late  Government  offered  the  first 
half  but  they  rejected  the  second  half 
limiting  the  hours  of  shop  assistants. 

•Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  There  is 

no  intention  of  going  back  in  any  degree 
upon  pledges  which  have  been  given,  and 
the  Government  is  not  opposed  in  any 
degree  in  principle  to  the  limitation  <  f 
the  hours  of  labour  as  such,  as  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  we  have  before Jthe 
House  a  Government  Bill  limiting  tie 
hours  of  labour  in  mines.  We  have 
not  formed  any  hostile  opinion  to  the 
method  proposed  by  the  right  hoi  . 
Baronet,  and  will  give  the  most  carefi-l 
and  full  consideration  to  the  arguments 
which  are  advanced  in  favour  of  this  plan. 
To-day  I  can  go  this  far,  that  the  Goverr- 
ment  in  the  next  session  of  Parliamert 
will  present  to  the  House  an  effective 
measure  for  securing  a  larger  poriion 
of  leisure  for  those  engaged  in  the  indus- 
try of  shops.  With  regard  to  committing 
the  Bill  to  a  Grand  Committee  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  I  would  ask  the  Hoiise 
to  consider  what  good  purpose  would  be 
served  by  committing  this  Bill  to  a 
Standing  Committee  upstairs.  The  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Helens  opposite  said 
they  desired  it  to  be  advanced  a  further 
stage  beyond  Second  Reading  in  order 
that  a  message  of  hope  might  be  given 
to  the  very  large  number  of  people  who 
are  interested  in  the^in^^f^^j^ 
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A  message  of  hope  will  be  given  by  passing 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  measure,  and 
to  impose  upon  a  Standing  Committee 
the  burden  of  spending  what  would 
necessarily  be  many  weeks  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  details  of  this  Bill, 
without  any  prospect  of  its  passing  into 
law  this  session,  would,  I  think,  be  an 
unwise  procedure  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  was  understood 
to  ask  if  the  Bill  was  not  to  pass  into 
law  tiiia  session. 

•Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  No  Sir, 
not  at  a^.  We  have  never  under- 
taken that  the  present  Bill  should 
pass  into  law  in  the  present  session, 
and  nothing  has  been  stated  to  that 
effect.  I  wonld  point  out  that  this  Bill 
oannotpass  without  Government  facilities, 
supposing  it  were  to  go  upstairs  to  a 
Standing  Committee,  and  that  Com- 
mittee spent  weeks  and  weeks  on  its 
details  and  it  came  back  to  this  House. 
There  is  no  day  either  for  the  Report  stage 
or  for  the  Third  Reading,  and  it  would 
be-dead,  unless  the  Government  gave  it 
facilities,  as  far  as  this  session  is  con- 
cerned. The  House  is  also  aware  that 
in  the  state  of  public  business  at  present, 
with  a  crowded  Order  Paper,  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
promise  facilities  for  a  measure  so  wide 
in  its  scope,  and  so  intricate  in  its  details, 
as  this.  The  hon.  Member  opposite, 
I  think,  will  hardly  challenge  that  state- 
ment. In  tiiese  circumstances  it  is  clear 
that  under  no  conditions,  no  matter  what 
this  House  decided  to-day  as  to  the 
Bill  going  upstairs,  would  it  reach  the 
Statute-book  this  year.  This  being  so, 
I  ask  the  House  whether  it  is  just 
to  impose  upon  the  Members  of  the 
Standing  Committee  and  the  Members 
of  the  Government  the  burden  of  carrying 
this  Bill  through  its  Committee  stage  ? 
The  Home  Office,  as  my  right  hon.  friend 
has  said,  is  this  session  very  heavily 
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overworked.  He  and  I  have  to  assist 
the  Prime  Minister  in  the  detail 
management  of  the  Licensing  Bill;  we 
shall  be  busy  in  carrying  forward  the 
Mines  {Eight  Hours)  Bill,  and  that 
heavy  measure,  tke  Children  Bill,  be- 
sides other  Departmental  measares,  and 
it  is  physically  impossible  for  us  to  unht 
the  Committee  in  redrafting  the  Bill 
and  seeing  it  through  its  Committee 
stage  this  year.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  ask  the  House,  and  I  ask  it 
with  confidence,  on  the  one  hand  to 
pass  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill 
as  an  affirmation .  of  its  underlying 
principle,  and  then  to  support  the  Motioi 
which  I  shall  make  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.   SEDDON  :    Is  the   House  to 
understand  that  one  or  both  of  the 
principles  of  the  Bill  are  to  be  part  of  the . 
promirod  measure  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.),  who 
was  indistinct!)'  heard  in  the  Gallery,  was 
understood  to  say  :  I  fear  that  a  certain 
amount  of  pressure  has  been  put  upon 
the  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
representing  the  Home  Office  to  give 
pledges  in  order  to  secure  a  certain 
number  of  votes,  and  the  proceedings  of 
this  afternoon  must  have  been  watched 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  and  im- 
pressed their  minds  with  sometiiing  like 
the  feeling  with  which  they  observed 
negotiations  with  a  certain  Cabinet 
Minister  in  North-West  Manchester.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  Under-Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department  is  more 
courageous  than  the  Cabinet  Minister, 
for  while  he  encouraged  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill  by  giving  lukewarm  praise  he 
gave  it  its  death-blow  in  the  same  breath. 
Therefore  the  right  hon.  Baronet  may 
understand  that  the  Government  throiuih 
their  representatives  here  do  not  intend 
to  allow  this  Bill  to  pass  into  law.  My 
hon.  friend  twitted  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  th^gt^v^  p^fig^n^^gfgd  said 
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he  was  Q  relic  ot  the  eighteenth  century ; 
but  nobody  has  ever  heard  him  speak 
except  in  the  boldest  and  most  couiageous 
manner,  and  there  is  no  man  who 
speaks  with  more  conviction  and  presses 
his  arguments  with  greater  force  than 
my  hon.  friend.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  qualities  of  courage  and  con- 
sistency are  wholly  confined  to  the 
eighteenth  century.  I  think  they  have 
only  been  leas  conspicuous  of  recent  years 
— 3ay,foriDstanco,  since  the  invention  of 
Chinese  slavery.  I  would  like  to  say 
that  in  this  and  many  other  instances  we 
ore  entitled  to  hold  strong  opinions.  He 
and  I  differed  as  to  my  duty  to  advocate 
in  this  House  the  Bill  which  is  now  the 
Act  of  Parliament  of  1904,  and  I  can  have 
some  sympathy  with  the  TTnder-Secretar>- 
because  he  and  I  both  agree  that  that  Act 
will  do  good  work  in  alleviating  some  of 
the  long  hours  which  were  and  still  are 
required  to  be  worked  hy  shop  assistants, 
but  to  quote  that  Act  as  any  precedent 
for  this  Bill  is  really  a  most  extraordinary 
proceeding.  That  Act  at  any  rate 
recognised  a  Liberal  and  Radical 
principle,  that  of  local  option- 
When  the  Act  of  1904  is  put  in  force  it 
is  ne(»ssary  that  two-thirds  of  the  shops 
affected  should  be  in  favour  of  the  change. 
Under  the  Bill  now  before  us  the  local 
authority  might  issue  an  order  that  shops 
be  closed  before  one  o'clock  in  the  day, 
but  not  fixing  any  definite  hour.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  words  of  the  Act 
of  1904  "  not  earlier  than  one  o'clock  " 
are  better,  for  the  local  authority  can 
then  order  that  the  shops  shall  close  not 
earlier  than  one  o'clock  in  the  day.  That 
is  a  very  great  difference.  Whom  does 
this  affect  t  It  affects  not  only  employers 
in  large  shops  but  those  in  small 
shops.  It  affects^  according  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  something  like  a  million  of 
persons.  Before  you  deal  in  this  drastic 
way  with  the  interests  of  nearly  a  million 
of  persons,  the  hard-working  people  of 
this  country,  some  further  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  the  subject.  There  was  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry  in  1901  which 
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resulted  in  the  Act  of  1J04.  Tho  hoii. 
Member  said  the  Act  of  1904  has  not 
done  all  it  might  ha?e  done  ;  but  it  has 
done  a  very  great  deal.  No  less  than 
140  Orders  have  been  issued  in  the  three 
years  it  has  been  in  force ;  and,  in  tho 
cases  of  large  cities  like  Glasgow,  not  tho 
number,  but  the  importance  of  the  Orders, 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  do 
not  minimise  the  evils  of  long  hours ;  I 
could  not  do  so.  I  feel  myself  that  shops 
are  kept  open  far  longer  than  they  need 
be,  and  that  those  who  are  employed  in 
shops  which  are  unneoessarily  kept  open 
must  suffer.  But  however  you  may  desire 
to  improve  their  condition  you  must  be 
careful  you  do  not  deprive  many  useful 
citizens  of  their  means  of  living.  Tho 
question  has  been  very  thoroughly  dealt 
with.  The  Home  Secretary  himself  said 
he  thought  the  Bill  required  very  careful 
and  prolonged  consideration  ;  and  I  think 
it  would  be  wise  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under-Secretary  before  he  pledges 
himself  to  support  this  Bill,  or  any 
similar  Bill  next  session,  should  pledge 
himself  rather  to  have  a  further  inquiry 
into  the  subject.  Enormous  interests  are 
involved,  and  they  at  least  demand 
some  consideration.  I  would  remind 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  speech  made 
only  two  days  ago  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northwich  at  a  large  meeting  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  He  pointed  out  to  those 
around  him  that  the  Liberal  Party  had 
the  credit,  or  rather  discredit,  of  not  tak- 
ing interest  in  the  trade  of  the  country, 
and  he  said — 

"  Let  m  have  a  itane  interest  in  trade." 
I  would  submit  to  him  that  amongst 
those  who  do  the  largest  bulk  of  the 
trade  of  the  country  are  our  small  shop- 
keeper. The  hon.  Members  for  Sunder- 
land, Finsbury,  Preston,  South  East 
Lancaster,  and  others  who  have  spoken 
to-day  in  this  debate  have  everyone  of 
them  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  said 
that  this  proposal  spells  ruin  to  the  small 
shopkeepers.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  am  glad  that  the  Under-Secretary  has 
had  more  courage  than  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, who  delivered  a  speech  st^ngly 
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antagonistic  to  the  detaik  of  the  Bill, 


porters  of  the  Goremment  than  this  men 


pointing  out  that  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  support  of  a  title,  and  something  in  the 
factory  inspectors  which  the  Home  Office  !  air  1  The  hon.  Gentleman  says  t  hat  the 
have  at  the  present  time  would  not  be  j  Government  is  too  full  of  business  in 
sufficient  to  put  this  Bill  in  force  if  it '  connection  with  the  various  Bills  they  are 
became  law.  He  also  pointed  out  how  !  pledged  to  carry  through,  to  be  able 
in  shops  they  would  not  be  able  to  em- 1  to  give  more  time  to  the  Bill  in  t^e 
ploy  persons  under  fourteen  years  of  '  House  and  in  Committee  upstairs ;  yet 


age,  and  said  that  in  almost  every  line 
of  the  Bill  there  were  glaring  anoma- 
lies. I  expected  that  at  the  end  of  his 
criticisms  the  Home  Secretary  was  going 
to  say  that  the  Government,  having  read 


they  are  going  to  allow  the  Second  Besd* 
ing  of  a  measure  to  every  line  of  which 
they  are  opposed.  That  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  typical  example  of  the  way  in  whidi 
members  of  the  great  Liberal  Party  are 


the  Bill,  recognised  that  while  the  inten-  dragged  through  the  mazes  of  legislation 
tion  might  be  good  yet  the  details  were  |  in  this  House.  The  right  hon.  Baronel 
perfectly  unworkable,  and  that  therefore  '  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  is 
he,  as  responsible  for  legislation  of  this  I  quite  wide  enough  awake  to  know  that  if 
character  in  this  House,  refused  to  assent  \  this  Bill  is  not  sent  to  a  Committee  up- 
to  the  Second  Beading.  That  would  have  |  stairs  it  will  be  perfectly  dead,  and  he 
been  the  courageous  and  manly  course  to  (  will  think,  I  venture  to  say,  that  it 
pursue.  Instead  of  that,  the  hon.  Member  j  would  have  been  far  more  courageous  on 
opposite  is  left  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  |  the  part  of  those  of  whom  he  is  a  follower, 
he  has  the  unpleasant  duty  of  trying  to  if  they  had  said  straight  out  that  they 
conciliate  the  supporters  of  the  Govern-  [  would  vote  against  the  Second  Reading, 
ment  in  carrying  out    the   duty   of  | 


squelching  it.  I  think  the  last  words  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  were  that  "  almost 
every  line  of  the  Bill  would  require  to  bo 
amended  if  it  were  proceeded  with."  He 
said — 

"  Wo  cannot  give  time  to  this  Bill." 

Kot  a  single  line  iu  the  Bill  does  the 
hon.  Gentlemui  support,  yet  he  is  going 
to  vote  for  the  Second  Beading.  Could 
anything  be  more  fraudulent  or  misleading 


I    Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleafotd) 

'  rose  to  continue  tfao  debate. 

I 

'  Sir  CHARLES  Dn..KE  rose  in  his 
'  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
j  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be 

now  put." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  197 ;  Noes, 


to  the  country,  the  House,  and  to  sup- 1  48.   (Division  List  No.  73). 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 
Allen,  A.  Aclan<l(Chnstchurch) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 
AshtoD,  lliomas  Gair 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portunoatb) 
BalfooT.  Robprt  jlAUark) 
Barker,  John 
Barnes,  O.  N. 
Beale.  W.  P. 

Mf.  Cochrane. 


AYEa 

Bellairg,  f'«rlyon 

Berridge,  T.  H.  O. 

BetbeU,SirJ.H.(£8Bex3«>iiirrd 

Bramedon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Brtinner,J.  F.  L.  (Lance.,  Leigh) 
Bnmner.RtHn  8irJ.T(CheBhire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Byles,  William  Pollanl 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cau8ton,Rt.Hn.  SichardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chamiine,  Sir  Francis  Allstoo 
Cherry,  Rt  Hon.  B.  R. 
aeland,  J.  W. 
Clough.  William 
CollinA,  Ste^)^  (Lambeth) 


1605  SIiops  {1  May  10U8) 


JiiU. 
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Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett.aH.(8tuiex,E.Gxinst*d 

Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  8. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Curran,  Peter  FranciB 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  {Cardigan 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  CharleB 

Dobaon,  Thomas  W. 

Duncan.  J.  H,  (York,  Otley) 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Haaley) 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

EaslemoQt.  George  Birnie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill.  A.  H. 

Giendinning,  R.  G. 

Goooh.  George  Pea  body  (Bath) 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grayson,  Albert  Victor 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterboroogh) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  El 

Hedges.  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Nonral  Wat«ui 

Hendereon.  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  CoLSir  Ivor  (Mon.,  S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobaft,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hogaa,  Michael 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Homimon,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Idris.  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jac^on,  R.  8. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Jones,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett.  F.  W. 

Jiyce,  Michael 

Kenrley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

K  incaid-Smith,  Captain 

I^idlaw.  Robert 

I^mb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lament,  Norman 


Lehmann.*B.  C 
Lever,  A.  Levy(EBsex,Harwich 
Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,Wirral) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,''Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch.  H.  B. " 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Maodonald,  J.  M.(Falkirk  B'qha 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MacVeof^h,  Jeremiah  (Down.S. 
MacVeigh,  CharIes(Donegal,£.) 
M'Arthur,  Charles 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Lareu,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.^ 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Markham.  Arthur  Basil 
Marnham.  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Meuzies,  Walter 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morreli,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas^ 

Muldoon.  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

NichoIson.Charles  N.(Donoa8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Niisaey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien.  William  (Cork) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Grady,  J. 

O' Kelly ,  J  ames(  Roscommon,}! . 

O'Shaufrhnessy,  P.  J. 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Waldeu) 

Philipps,  Col,  Ivor  (S'thampton 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
I  Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
I  Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central 
j  Price,BobertJohn(Norfolk.E.) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.  (Bradford,E.) 
I  Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
I  Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro* 
I  Redmond.  John  E.  (Wsterford) 
i  Rees.  J.  D. 


Richardson;  A. 
Roberts.  Charles  H.  (Lincohi) 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradfrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Bunciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter^ 
Russell.  T.  W.  " ' 

Bntherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel.  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwtmn,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann.Sir  C.E.(Manchester) 
Scaverns,  J.  H. 
Sheehnn,  Daniel  Daniel 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Spioer.  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Siimmorbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas.  David  Alfred(Merthyr 

Thome,  William 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Ure,  Alexander 

Vcrney,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 

Ward.W.  Dudley(Southampt'n 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wa8on.Rt.Hn.E  (Claelcmannan 

Wasonjohn  Cathcart<Orkney) 

Watt,  Henry  A.. 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

White.  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

White,  Luke  (York.  E.  R.) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Wilson.  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (WesthoD^ton) 

Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellbbs  roB  THE  Aybs — ^Mr. 
Seddon  and  Mr.  Scott. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner.  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bull,  Sir  William  Jamis 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 


fedl.  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett.  T.  L.  (Down.  North) 
Craig,  Charles  Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craig,Capt.  James  (Down.  E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalryraple,  Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland.Sir  FredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon,  A.  Akers- 
Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  William  ' 


Gardner,  Ernest 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.  Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Ix>ng,  Rt.Hn.  Walter(Dublin.  S. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  Willtuft 
Liiptoi*,iAmoliijOOgTC 
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Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MocGeagh 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Nicholson,  Wm.G.  (Peterafield) 
Pease.Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Rawlin8oii,JohnFrederickPeel 
Ridsdale.  E.  A. 


IC0MM0N3} 

Bopner,  Cobnel  Sir  Robert 

Salter,  Arthur  Clarell 

Starkej.  John  B. 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester, 

Tiike,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valmtia,  Viscount 

Wil8on,A.  Stanl^Tork.  E.R.) 


Bill,  \m 

VfOTtley,  Rt.  ^  C  B.  Stnarc 

Tkllebs  poe  the  Nom — Mr. 
H.  H.  Uorks  and  Sir  ftancia 
Powell. 


Question  put  accordingly^  "That  the 
word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


The  House  divided Ayes,  190 ;  Noes, 
46.    (Division  List  No. 


AYES. 


Abraham.William  (Cork.  N.  E.) 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchnrch 
Armatrong,  W,.  C.  Heaton 
A»hton.  'niomas  Gatr 
Baker,  8ir  John  (Portsmouth; 
Balfour.  Robert  (lAnark) 
Barker,  John 
Barnes,  O.  tt. 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bellairs.  Carlycm 
Bethetl,Sir J.H  (EsMr,  Bomfm 
Bignold,  Sir  ArthoE 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 

Brumier,J.F.L.(I'anca.,  Leigh 
Brunner,BtHn.SirJ  T(Che8hire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Channing,  Sir  Franci^  Allston 
Cherrv,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
CleUnd,  J.  W. 
Clnugh.  William 
CoUinB,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Oompton-Rkkett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett.C  H  (Sussex, E.Grinst'd 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Curran.  Peter  Francis 
DaTies,M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York.  Otley) 
Dimo.  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Haniey) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Erans.  Sir  Samuel  T. 
FerenR.  T.  R. 
Firench,  Peter 
Gardner.  Ernest 
Oibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill.  A.  H. 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corne 
GraysoD,  Albert  Victor 
Greenwood.  G.  (PftterlorouTh) 
Griffith.  £1114  J. 
Gulland,  John  W. 


Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norral  Watmm 
Heoiderson,  Arthur  (Dorham) 
Herbert.Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Hon.,S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henr, 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Idris.  T.  H.  W. 
TUingworth,  Percy  R. 
Jaclnon,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  J. 

Jones,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearle^,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

I^idlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lament,  Norman 

Lehmann,  R  0. 

T«ver,A.  Levy  (Essex,  Harwich 

Uver,  W.H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 

Levy,  Sir  Hanrice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-Geo^fe,  Rt.  Hem.  David 

Lvell,  Charles  Henry 

Lvnch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald.J.M.  (Falkirk  B'gha 
Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macfdienion,  J.  T. 
MacVeagh.  Jeremiah  (Dowi.,S.) 
.MacVeigb.Charles  (Donegal,  E. 
M'Arthur.  Charles 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crap.  George 
:\I"Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
.M-Laren.  H.  D.  (StaSocd.  W.) 
3Iallet.  Charles  B. 
Markham.  Arthur  Bitsi) 
.Mamham.  F.  J. 
Maxtm.  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Meiuios.  W.-tlt«r 


Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Money,  U  G.  ChiosKa! 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Muldoon,  John 
Myer,  Horatio 
Xanoetti,  Joseph  P. 
NiohohNm,ChafleH  N.fDnicast'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey.  Thomas  Willons 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (WalwMth) 
O'Grady,  J. 

0'Ke]ly,Jame8  (Raacominon,N 
O'Shaughneasy,  P.  J. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Waldml 
Philippa.Col.  Ivor  (S'tham{Aon 
Philipps,  Owen  C  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh.  Centra') 
Price,Robert  John  (Norfolk,  E. 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Bea.  Walter  Russell  (Soarboro' 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Wateffford) 
Richardson,  A. 
Boberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincohi) 
Boberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Bobertaon,  J.  H.  (l^neside) 
Bobeon,  Sir  William  Snowdoc 
Rogers.  F.  E.  Newman 
Bowlands,  J. 

Bunciman,  Bt.  Hon.  Walter 
BusseU.  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clereland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.E.  (Manchester) 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Sheehan,  Danid  Daniel 
Silcock.  Thomao  Ball 
Smeaton.  Donald  Mackenzie 
Spicpr,  Sir  Albert 
S:  anger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.  LTulph  (Chnh. ) 
Steadman.  W.  C. 
Summerbell.  T. 
Sntherland.  J.  E; 
Tavlor.  Theodore  C.  (Radclifft ) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (BerwkikBhire) 
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Thome,  William 
Torranoe,  Sir  A.  IL 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leioeater) 

Walsh.  Stephen 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-npoD-Treot 

WMd,W.Dndtey  (Soathampton 


{1  Mat  1908} 

Warner,  Thomas  Conrtenay  T. 
WaBoii,Bt.Hn.E(Clacknuuinan 
Wa8on.JohnCathoart(Orkney) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Joaiah  C. 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White.  Luke  (York,  E.K.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Wika.IluHna8 


Ml  1610 

WiUde,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Hon.  0.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhonghton) 
Toxall,  James  Henry 

Tku,kb8  vob  Tra  An»— Ur. 
Seddon  and  Ur.  Soott. 


AcIand-Hood,KtHn.Kr  Alex.? 
Banbnry,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  3.  Karmood- 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Iflle  of  Wight) 
Barrie,H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bowles,  a.  Stewart 
Bull,  Sir  Willinm  James 
Cawiey,  Sir  Frederick 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey. 
Cecil.  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Cbrbett.  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox.  Harold 

Craig.Charles  CurtL*  (Antrim,S. 
Crate>Captaln  James(DownJi.) 
Craifc,  Sir  Heniy 


NOES. 


Dalrymple,  Yiseoant 
Dixon-Harthuid,Sir  EVedDixon 
Fell.  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Harrison-Broadiey,  H.  B. 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lnmbton,  Hon,  Frederick  Wra 
Lockwood.Rt.Hn.  Lt.-CoLA.R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (I>ublin,a 
Lowe,  Sir  Fnuoia  William 
Lupton,  AmoM 
Lyttelton.  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Mac  Caw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Nicholson, Wm.  G.  (PMwsfietdj 
BawliiiBon,JoIm  Tndmiok  Ftoel 


Ridsdale.  E.  A. 
Ropner.  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whttechapel) 
Starkey.  John  R. 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Talbot.  Lord  E.  (ChTohester) 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscoont 
Wilson,A.StanlOT  (York.  E.  B.) 
Wolff.  GnstaT  WlUielm 
Worthy,  Bl.  Bjl  &  B.  Stnart< 

TXLLEBS  FOR  THE  NOZS — Mr. 

H.H.  Harks  and  Sir  F^atMis 
Powell. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  of  the  whole  House."  —  (Mr.  Herbert 

Bill  read  a  second  time.  Sftmuel). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That     The  House  divided :— Ayes,  1 39 ;  Noes, 

the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  23.   (Division  List  Na  75). 


AYES. 


Allen,  A.Acland  (Christohurrh 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Baring.  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barrie.H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bellairs,  Carlymi 
Bowles,  6.  StemH 
Bramsdon.  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Bryce,  .T.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cawiey.  Sir  Frederick 
Cecil,  Lord  B.  (HaryIebone,E.} 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  B.  B. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  F,. 
Collins.  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Compton-Riokett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper.  J.  G. 

Corbett,C  H  (SaBsex,E.Grin8t'd 
Craig,  Herbert  J.  (l^emotith) 


Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Davies.H.Taughaa'  (Cardigan) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncan.  J.  H.  (York,  Otiey) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forater,  Henry  William 
Gibb,  James  (Farrow) 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goooh,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
GuUand,  John  W. 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hawortb,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges.  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norvaf  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,Col.  Sir  lyor  (Men..  S.) 
Herbert.  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham.  John  Sharp 


Hobart.  Sir  Robert 
HobhoQse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hudson.  Walter 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson.  R.  S. 
Jones,  I^if  (Applet^) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kincaid-Smith.  Captain 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamb,  Ernest  FL  (Boohester) 
Lamont,  Norman 
LeTer,A.  Levy  (Essex,  Harwich 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lockwood.Rt.Hn.  Lt.-Col.A.B. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  WillOm 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Heary 
Lvnch,  H.  B. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Ho?;.  Alfred 
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Macnamaro,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Maophergoo,  J.  T. 
M'Arthur,  Chartee 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M*Crae,  Gleorge 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
NichoUon.Charies  N.(Donca8t'r 
Nicholson,  Wm.  Q.  (Petersfield) 
Niisaey,  Thomas  Willans 
Pioke^lill,  Edward  Hare 
Powell,  Sir  Wsncii  Sharp 
Price,  C.  E.  (EdmbVh,  Central} 
Prioe,Bobert  John  (Norfolk,  B. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Walter  RuMolt  (Soarboro* 
Rees,  J.  D. 


Banner,  John  S.  Hannood- 
Bamee,  Q.  N. 
Biguold»  Sir  Arthur 
Btm,  Sir  William  James 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig.Captaio  James(Down,E.) 
Cromer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Dalrymple,  Viscoont 
Dizon-Hftrt1and3ir  FredDixon 


1CX>MM0NS} 

Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  &  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (lincoln) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Rowlands,  J, 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samnelt  HerbwiL.  (Cleveland 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel) 
Schwann,  C.  DunoMi  (Hyde) 
Seaverns,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Silcook,  Thomas  Ball 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Steadman,  W.  0. 

Straus,  B.  8.  (BGIe  End) 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

Taylor,  TheodoreC.  (Radoliffe) 

Teonaot,  H.  J.  (Berwiokihire) 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  H. 


NOE& 


Gardner,  Emeat 
Ghrayson,  Albert  Victor 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
MaoCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Bfildm^,  FhinciB  Biugham 


of  the  Ho^ae.  1613 

Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,W  Dudley(3onthamptoa 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wa8on,Bt.Hu.  E  (ClaoknutuUD 
Wa«Mi,Jolm  Cathoart  (Orim^) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 

Wedgwood.  Joaiah  C.  I 
White.  Luke  (York.  E.  R)  ! 
Whitehead,  Rowhuid 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilson.A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C  a  Stuart-  I 
Yozall,  James  Henry 

Tbllkbs  vob  thb  Atk— Hr. 
J.  A.  Foaae  and  Q^aia 

Norttm. 


O'Grady,  J. 

Rawlinson,  John  FMeriok  IM 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Thome,  William 
Wolfi,  Oustav  Wilbelm 

TkLLKBS  rOB  THB  Nois — Kr. 
Claude  Hay  and  Mr.  OonU- 
ing. 


Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  fiouae  for  Monday  next. 


INTOXICATING  LIQUOK  LICENCES 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES)  (TRANSFERS.) 

Address  for  "Betum  relating  to  the 
transfer  of  Licences  for  the  sale  of  In- 
toxicating Liqaor  to  be  consumed  on  the 
premises  in  England  and  Wales,  showing 
for  eveiy  licensing  district  the  number  of 
applications  under  Section  4  and  Section 
14  of  The  Alehouses  Act»  1828,  granted 
in:  respect  of  full  or  Alehouse  Licences 
and  of  other  On-Licences  during  the 
year  ended  the  Sist  day  of  December, 
1907 ;  and,  in  cases  where  the  same 
licence*  was  so  transferred  more  than 
once  during  that  period,  the  number  of 
times  any  licence  was  so  transferred." — 
{Mr.  Charles  Roberts). 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES) 
Sir  William  Bbahfton  Ourdon 
Beported  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion :  That  they  had  discharged  the  fol- 
lowing Members  from  Standing  Com- 
mittee A  (in  respect  of  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill) :  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill) :  Mr. 
Birrell,  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
Und,  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursu- 
ant to  Standing  Order  Na  3. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after 
Five  o'clock  till  Mondaj' 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  itk  May,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  aock. 


NEW  WRITS. 
For  burgh  of  Dundee,  in  the  room  of 
Right  hon.  Edmund  Robertson,  K.C. 
(Chiltem  Hundreds).— (3fr.  Whiteley.) 

S  Stirling  dietrict  of  burghs.  Right  hon. 
^  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  G.C.B., 
1  deceased.—(Jfr.  WhUeley.) 

P   " 

I        PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


DIVISIONAL  ORDER  BILM  (STANDING 
ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO 
COMLPIED  WITH). 

Hr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto 
have  been  complied  with,  viz. :  Metro- 
politan Police  Provisional  Order  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 


Margate  Corporation  Bill ;  Swinton 
and  Mexbrough  Gas  Bill. — Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill. — As 
amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
tUrd  time. 

Argentine  North-Eastem  Railway  Bill. 
fLords]  ;  Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
St.  Marylebone  Borough  Coimcil  (Super- 
annuation) Bill  [Lords] ;  Skegness  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDREN  BILL 
Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Govanhill ; 
Lower  Edmonton ;  Newton  Burgoland  ; 
and  Wigston  Magna ;    to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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COAL  MINES  (EIOHT  HOimS)  (No.  2)  BILL 
Petitions  in  favour :  From  Allerton 
Bywater  ;  Balgonie  ;  Bickerstafie  ; 
Birchwood  ;  Blackwell  ;  Blairhall, 
Blairadam  ;  Bowhill ;  Bucldiaven  ; 
B.  Winnii^;  (two) ;  Chorley ;  Cilely  ; 
Closyryn ;  Coaltown  of  Wemyss ;  Coed 
Ely ;  Cowdenbeach ;  Crooke ;  Gross- 
gates  ;  Cymmer ;  Denbeath ;  Dinas 
Isaf ;  Doinbristle ;  Dowlais ;  Dun- 
donald  ;  Dunfermline  ;  Duxbury  Park  ; 
Eccleston  Hall;  Ellerbeck ;  Emlyn 
Colliery  ;  Featherstone  Main  ;  Fordell_ ; 
Fryston ;  Glenburn  ;  Hedge  ;  Hill  o  f 
Beath  ;  International  Colliery ;  Kelty  ; 
Eilburn  ;  Kinglassie ;  Kingseat ;  Kin- 
ross ;  Rippax ;  Rirkford ;  Lassodie ; 
Lassodie  Mill ;  Lathom  ;  Lethans  ; 
Llanhilleth  ;  Lochore  ;  Lumphinnans  ; 
Methil ;  Methil  Hill ;  Morton  ;  Mount 
Vernon  ;  Newton  ;  Oakley  ;  Penyfan  ; 
Pilsley  (two) ;  Raith ;  Shirland  ; 
Skelmersdale ;  South  Kirkby ;  South 
Wingfield ;  Standish ;  Steelend  ;  Swan- 
wick  (two) ;  Tibshelf  (two) ;  Tirydail ; 
Townhill ;  Trencherbore  ;  Upper  Harts- 
hay  ;  Wellsgreen ;  Wellwood ;  and 
West  Wemyss  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Audlem,  in  favour ;  to 
lie   upon   the  Table. 

HOURS  OF  LABOUR  (SURFACEMEN) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Abingdon  ; 
Appleby  Magna ;  Armley ;  Ashford 
(two) ;  Babcary ;  Balsall  Heath  ; 
Bethersden  ;  Birmingham  (two) ;  Bishop 
Middleham  ;  Bolton  ;  Boston  ;  Brayton  ; 
Bridgend  ;  Bubwith  ;  Castle  Eden  ; 
Cawood  ;  Chilham  ;  Cleckheaton  ; 
Compton  Dandon ;  Cumberland  (West)  ; 
Derby  (four) ;  Derbyshire  (NorUi-East) 
(two) ;  Draz ;  Faringdon ;  Famley  ; 
Ferry  Hill ;  Forest  of  Dean ;  Great 
Chart ;  Hallamshire ;  Halesowen  ; 
Hemingbrough ;  Hexham ;  Howden 
(two) ;  Ipswich  ;  Kennington  (Berks) ; 
Kettering  ;  Kilham  ;  Kingsnorth  ; 
Kippax ;  Langport ;  Langtoft ;  Leeds 
(fonO;    Louth;  Lumle^j(3^^^ 
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Mancheeter;  Hedway  DiviBion ;  Metro- 
politan Police  District  of  Loudon  ;  Mouk 
Fryston  ;  Momnouth  County  ;  Moray  ; 
North  Bucks  (two) ;  Orton  on  the  Hill ; 
Osweatry  ;  Pocklington  ;  Pontypridd  ; 
Pudsey ;  Raveuatoue ;  Rotherham  ; 
Budston  ;  Safircn  Walden ;  Saxmund- 
ham;  Selby;  Selly  Oak;  Sheffield 
(three) ;  Shwton  Mallet ;  Shipley ; 
Skipworth;  Small  Heath;  Somerton 
(three) ;  Staxton  ;  Street  (Somerset) ; 
Sutton  ;  Thorner  ;  Wantage  ;  Warley  ; 
West  Derbyshire  ;  Wittersham  ;  Wood- 
bridge  ;  and  Woolacombe ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

UCENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration :  From  Acre 
Mill ;  Association  of  Conservative  Clubs  ; 
Bradford  (Yorks)  (five) ;  Coxlodge  ; 
Bdmontou  (four) ;  Horeb ;  Horamooden  ; 
Newton  Burgohmd ;  and  Fentrefebn  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICEN8INQ  BILL. 
FetitionB  in  favour  :  From  Aberavon 
(two) ;    Aberdeen  (two) ;    Abergwili ; 
Abernethy ;     Aberporth  ;     Abingdon  ; 
Addingham  ;  Airdrie ;  Altarnun  ;  Ashby- 
de-la-Zouche  ;    Ashford  (Kent)  (four)  ; 
Ashwater  ;  Atterclifie  ;  Audlem  ;  Aws- 
worth  ;     Bacup  (two) ;     Barry  (four) 
Barton  on  Humber  ;    Bedwas  ;  Belper 
(four) ;   Bere  Ferrers  ;   Bethnal  Green 
Beulah ;  Birkenhead  (six) ;  Birmingham 
(two) ;      Birstall ;      Black  Torrington 
(two) ;     Blairgowiie  (two) ;     Bodmin  ; 
Bovey  Tracey  ;    Boyiie  ;    Brabourne  ; 
Bradford  (three) ;    Brechin  ;    Bromley  ; 
Broom  Park  ;    Buckhaven ;  Burnhftm 
on  Crouch  ;    Bury  ;    Cairneyhill ;  Car- 
brook  (two) ;     Cardeiulen  ;     Cardifi  ; 
Carinich ;  Carlisle  (fifteen) ;  Carntyiie  ; 
Castellan  ;  Castlcton  ;  Chadweil  Heath  ; 
Chatham  (two) ;  Chepstow  ;  Chernside  ; 
Chinley  ;  Chiswick  ;  Clapham  ;  Coalville 
(two) ;  Coatbridge  ;  Coleford  ;  Colwick  ; 
Corfe  Castle  ;  Coundon  (two) ;  Crosby  ; 
Crossgates  ;  Cullercoats ;  Cwmavon  (two) ; 
Cwmtran ;  Darlington ;  Darnall  (two) ; 
Derby  (two) ;    Devonport ;  Dolphin- 
holme  ;    Dronfiehi ;    Dulwich ;  Duu- 
bamey ;  Dunfermline  (two) ;  Duuning- 
ton  ;  East  Wemysa  ;  Eastwood  ;  Eccle- 
fechan ;      Eccles  (five) ;  Edinburgh 
(twelve) ;    Edmonton  (six) ;    Egham  ; 
Edmonton ;  Enderby ;  Ktteiby ;  Exeter 


(two);  Fenny  Stratford ;  Flint;  Flore; 
Fulham  (two) ;   Gilfach-Goen  ;  Gilling- 
ham  (three) ;  Glasgow  (five) ;  Gomerssl; 
Goodmayes ;    Groole  (two);  Grourock; 
Grampouud   Road  ;      HaUfax   (foor) ; 
Haltwhistle ;        Hartlepool     (seven) ; 
Hastings  (twelve) ;  Hat^erleigh ;  Hay- 
don  Bridge  ;  Heckmondwike ;  Henllya ; 
Hillsbro* ;  Hinckley  (two) ;  Holaworthv; 
Honicknowle  (two) ;  Homchuich  ;  Hois* 
raonden  ;    Huhne  ;    Ibatock  ;    Ilk>rd ; 
Ilsington  ;  Intake  ;  Kelty  ;  Eennington 
(two) ;  Kibworth  Harcourt ;  -Kilbarchaii ; 
Kilmarnock     (two) ;     Kingateigntoo ; 
Kirkpatrick  ;      Kirkuxd ;      Laleston ; 
Lambeth  (three) ;    Langley ;  Langley 
Moor ;  Lame  ;  Ijeeds ;  Lee  Moor,  etc. ; 
Leicester ;    Leith  (six) ;    Leslie  (two) ; 
Letchworth  ;  Leyland  ;  Leyt<fti ;  Liver- 
pool ;    Llanelly ;  Llanfair-Tathaiani; 
Llanon  ;      Llanwamled  ;      Lochgelly ; 
Looe ;    Lothersdale ;    Louth ;  Lumb 
Valley   (two) ;      Lustleigh  ;      Luton  ; 
Lydbrook  ;    Macclesfield  (two) ;  Han- 
cheater  (two) ;    Manor  Park ;  Market 
Harborough  ;     Mawdesley ;     Mertoa ; 
Mjlnsbridge  ;   Mitchell ;   Mold ;  Mooi- 
side  ;  Moretonhampatead ;  Musselburgh ; 
Nantwich ;    Nelson  (two) ;  Newbridge 
(two) ;     New  Burgoland ;  Newcastle 
Emiyn  (two) ;    Newhaven ;    Newland ; 
Newport  (Mon.) ;     Newport  Pagnall ; 
New  Sheldon  ;    Newton  Abbot  (two) ; 
Newton  Mearns ;  Neaton  ;  NormantoD : 
Northampton  (three) ;  Nottingham  (five); 
Oakeiigatea  ;  Okehampton  (two)  ;  Owlet- 
ton  ;    Padstow  ;    Paisley  (ten) ;  Park- 
head  ;    Partick ;    Patricroft ;  Penartb 
(two) ;      Pencader  ;      Pencoed   (two) ; 
Pendlebury  ;    Penaiiett ;    Pentrechyth : 
Pilsley ;      Polmadie ;      PoUockahaws : 
Ponders  End;  Port  Talbot;  Fortbcawl: 
Preston  (Lanes.) ;    Primitive  Methodist 
Church  in  England  and  Wales ;  Queens ; 
Ramsbottom  ;    Rawdou  ;    Rawmarch : 
Redwick  ;    Roche  ;    Rochester  (two) : 
Rothbury  ;     Rothetham  ;     Ruahden ; 
Ruthrieston  ;  St.  Auatell ;  St.  Leonards : 
Sandbach  ;  Scone  ;  Sevenoaks ;  Sheffield; 
Street ;  Somerton  (two) ;  South  Kirkby ; 
South  Qneensferry ;  Stanningley;  Staple- 
ford  ;   Staveley ;   Steppa  ;    Stockport : 
Stratford ;     Street  (four) ;  Satoombe 
(two) ;  Swallow  ;  SwanBcombavBw* 
aea  ;    Tamerton  Foliott ; 
Teignmouth  (two) ;  ThonihiUi 
Tooting ,    Totnea ,  Tot 
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Walkley;  Valtoa ;  Waileggan;-  Wel^ 

lingtoD  (Salop) ;  Willingtoa  (thnee) ; 
Wimborae  ;  Wincanton  ;  Wiuton  ; 
Wolsingham  ;  Woodbridge  ;  Woodseats  ; 
Workiugton ;  Worksop ;  Worplesdon  ; 
Yarmouth;  and  Yelverton  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LICENEONO  BILL  AND  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 
(LOCAL  OPTION)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Stranraer,  in  favour ; 
to.  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LI<)UOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Coatbridge  ; 
Hozay  and  Nairn ;  Pbllokshaws ;  and 
Tale  o£  Leven ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

U1)tT0R  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Alyth  ; 
Arbroath  ;  Bathgate  ;  Brechin  ;  Eccle- 
fechan  ;  Edinburgh  (four) ;  Glasgow  ; 
Kilbarchan  ;  Newton  Meams  ;  Paisley 
(five) ;  and  West  Calder ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

MERCHANDISE  HARKS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Glasgow,  for  alteration, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FUBUC-H0USE8  (EXCLUSION  OF  CHIL- 
DREN) (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Border 
District ;  Dairy  ;  and  Edinburgh  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  UQUORS 
ON  HUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Beverley; 
Croydon  (four) ;  Hounslow ;  London 
(four) ;  Market  Drayton  ,  Norbury  ; 
Nottingham  ;  Selby  ;  South  Norwood  ; 
Thornton  Heath  (two)  ;  Tongham  ; 
Tooting  (two) ;  and  Upper  Norwood  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  RSPOBTS,  ETC. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Proceed* 
Lngfr  during  the  month  of  January.  1906 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  T^ble. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALCOHOL  (IRELAND.)* 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  3rd  February ;  Mr.  Sloan] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Sixty-ninth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the 
Public  Records  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  (GENERAL 
REPORTS). 

C3opy  presented,  of  Gieneral  Report  by 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Southern 
Divisbn  of  Scotland  for  ike  year  1907 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

C!opy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of 
Proceedings  under  the  Acts  relating  to 
Sea  Fisheries  for  the  year  1906  [by  (Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY   SERVANTS   (HOURS  OF 

LABOUR).  : 

Copy  presented,  of  Retxurn,  in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  i  of  The  Regulation  of 
Railways  Act,  1889,  of  Railway  Servants 
of  certain  classes  who  were  on  one  or 
!  more  occasions  during  the  month  of 
I  January,  1908,  on  duty  on  the  Railways 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  more  than 
twelve  houra  at  a  time ;  or  who,  after 
being  on  duty  more  than  twelve  hours, 
were  allowed  to  resume  work  with  less 
tiian  nine  hours  rest  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Trade  up  to 
3lBt  December,  1907,  and  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Light  Railway  Com- 
missioners up  to  the  same  date  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  133.] 

EAST  INDIA  (ARMY  AND  POPULATION). 

AddrosB  for  "  Return  showing  the 
strength  of  the  Army  in  India,  European 
and  Native,  and  the  extent  of  the  popu- 
lation and  area  under  British  rule  in 
India  at  the  following  periods,  namely 
1S66}  1860,  after  the  reductions  efiected 
by  Lord  Lawrence,^1886  aQ^^^l^t 
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time,  and  also  showing  the  reoommenda- 
tiona  as  to  numbers  made  by  different 
Army  ComnuBsions,  and  the  increase  in 
the  garrison  of  Burma  after  the  annexa- 
tion of  Upper  Burma." — {Mr.  Reea.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
ClSOVLATm  WITff  XHIB  VOTES 


The  Padflc  Gable. 

Me.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  estimated  loss  to 
the  British  taxpayer  of  £62,690  on  the 
Pacific  cable  for  1908^9  is  mainly  due 
to  the  faulty  loate  selected  to  the  barren 
rock  called  Fanning  Island ;  and  whether 
it  is  practicable,  and,  if  so,  will  the 
question  be  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  Colonial  Governments,  to  under- 
run  and  relay  the  cables  to  the  shipping 
port  of  Hpnolnln,  where  the  American 
cables  land,  bo  as  to  benefit  British 
shipping,  afford  alternative  routes  by 
the  American  cables,  and  gain  a  fresh 
route  to  the  Far  East. 

{Answered  by  Colonel  Seeiy.)  The  esti- 
mated loss  on  the  Pacific  cable  for  the 
year  1908-9  is  £69,000.  of  which  only 
five-eighteenths,  or  under  £14,000»  will 
fall  on  the  BritiE^  taxpayer.  The  route 
via^  Fanning  Island  was  adopted  in 
accordance  with  the  desire  of  the'  Colonial 
Governments  concerned  that  the  route 
should  touch  only  British  territory.  In 
the  absence  of  any  suggestion  from  those 
Governments,  His  Majesty's  GJovemment 
do  not  propose  to  ctmslder  Uie  question 
of  relaying  the  line  so  as  to  touch  at 
Honolidu. 

Tenns  of  Superannuation  to  FrofHSom  of 
Irish  Universities. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  what  are  the  maximum  terms 
of  superannuation  which  can  be  given 
to  professors  of  Queen's  College,  Cork, 
and  Queen's  College,  Galway,  under  the 
Irish'  University  Bill ;  what  were  the 
terms  of  superannuation  granted  to  the 
professors  and  officers  of  the  Queen's 
University  in  Ireland  who  were  not 
transferred  to  equivalent  posts  in  the 
Hoyal  University  of  Ireland  ;  and  what 


were  the  terms  of  superannuation  granted 
to  professors  and  offioeia  of  Harischsl 
College,  Aberdeen,  whose  services  wers 
not  retained  upon  the  amalgamatioa  of 
the  college  with  the  University  of  Ahe^ 
deen. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Bobhouse.)  The  maxi- 
mum terms  of  snpeiamiuation,  that  is  to 
say,  pension  granted  on  retirement 
through  age  or  infirmity,  which,  can  hr 
given  to  the  professors  under  the  Iri<ih 
University  Bill  are  the  same  as  can  be 
given  to  them  now,  viz.,  two-thirds  of 
salary  and  emoluments,  according  to  the 
scale  laid  down  by  Section  3  of  the 
Superannuation  Act  of  1669.  The  maxi- 
mum terms  of  compensation,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  superannuati<»i,  are  to 
be  determined  in  each  case  by  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  Bill, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant T  in  Council.  Professors  and 
officers  of  the  Queen's  University  in 
Ireland,  who  were  not  transferred  to 
equivalent  posts  in  the  "RayaX  University 
of  Ireland,  were  declared  entitled  to 
receive  by  way  of  retiring  pension  the 
full  amount  of  their  salaries  as  officers 
of  the  Queen's  University,  under  Section 
U  of  The  University  (Ireland)  Education 
Act,  1879.  The  Universities  (Scothuid) 
Act,  1858,  under  whioh  Marischal  College, 
Aberdeen,  was  amalgamated  with  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  does  not  pre- 
scribe the  amount  of  compensatiMi  ib  be 
granted  to  professors  and  officers  whose 
services  were  not  retained ;  and  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation awarded. 

Belfast  and  Dublin  IJniversj  ties— Senates. 

Mb.  MASSIE  (Wiltshire,  Cricklade) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  inasmuch 
as  a  detailed  dassification,  with  creden- 
tials, of  the  persons  proposed  as  the  first 
Senate  of  the  University  to  have  its  seat 
in  Belfast  has  been  pubUshed  in  Cd.  4042, 
the  omission  of  a  similar  classification  in 
Cd.  4041  in  respect  of  the  University  to 
have  its  seat  in  Dublin  has  occurred  by 
inadvertence;  and  whether  he  will  remedy 
this  omission. 

{Anatoeredby  Mr.  Birrell)  The  Senate 
of  the  new  University  to  hav^taseat  in 
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Belfast  will  be  constatuted  on  a  perman- 
ent basis,  out  of  elements  already  in 
existence,  after  the  period  of  five  years 
referred  to  in  the  first  clause  of  the  BilL 
Though  all  the  membcHrs  of  the  first 
Senate  are  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Crown,  it  has  been  possible  in  seleotii^ 
the  members  to  In^  in  view  the  exact 
propoitdon  of  t^e  classes  into  which 
members  of  the  permanent  governing 
body  will  fall.  Though  the  assignment 
of  some  members  of  the  first  Senate  to 
one  category  rather  than  to  another  is  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  matter,  the  names 
are  shown  in  relation  to  the  permanent 
constitution ;  and  this  will  facilitate  the 
filling  of  casual  vacancies  during  the 
initial  period  in  such  manner  that  the 
Senate  will  work  from  the  beginning  aa  if 
it  were  a  representative  body.  But  the 
other  Univeraity  is  to  be  of  a  federal 
type,  having  three  constituent  colleges, 
each  of  which  will  in  time  have  its  own 
governing  body  constituted  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation.  These  govern- 
ing bodies,  each  containing  representatives 
of  the  Cirown,  the  University  Senate, 
the  professors,  the  graduates,  and  the 
local  governing  bodies,  will  send  re- 
presentatives to  the  Senate  when  that 
body  is  constituted  on  its  permanent 
basis.  But  of  the  three  coUeges,  one 
does  not  yet  exist  and  the  other  two  will 
not  have  governing  bodies  constituted 
on  a  permanent  basis  until  some  three 
years  after  the  inauguration  of  the  new 
University.  I  did  not  consider  it  practic- 
able to  observe  an  exact  correspondence 
with  the  permanent  constitution  of  the 
Senate  in  choosing  the  members  of  the 
first  nominated  Senate.  For  this  reason 
the  names  are  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order  and  not  in  classes.  As  regards 
the  credentials  of  the  members,  I  know 
that  every  one  is  qualified  to  be  a  member 
of  a  University  Senate,  and  the  great 
majority  have  had  ample  experience  of 
education  as  teachers  or  adnunistrators. 

Inereue  of  Pay  for  Adnlt  IHcht 
Uessengnra. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-Qeneral  whether,  in  view  of 
his  statement  that  all  questions  relating 
to  increase  of  pay  to  adult  night  messen- 
gers had  been  settled,  he  can  explain 
why  it  has  not  yet  been  put  into  (itera- 
tion. 


'^{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
As  I  stated  on  11th  March,  the  revision 
is  being  carried  out,  and,  as  regards 
Ireland,  it  is  practically  completed.  It 
has  necessarily  taken  some  tiine  to  carry 
through. 

Pnblic-Honse  Valuation. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  December,  1902,  under  reference  H.  J. 
1901,  Fo.  2997-5397,  a  public-house  was 
valued  at  Somerset  House  on  the  follow- 
ing basis,  fourteen  years  at  present  net 
rent  of  £148  per  annum  £1,580,  estimated 
value  of  house  at  end  of  fourteen  years 
£300  per  annum,  twenty-five  years 
purchase  on  £300  £7,500,  value  at  end  of 
fourteen  years  •  578  of  such  sum  £4,335, 
making  a  total  of  £5,915,  less  ex  gtatia 
allowance  of  £215,  value  on  wluch  duty 
paid  £5,700 ;  whether  the  above  case 
was  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice 
of  assessment  of  values  of  licences  at 
Somerset  House ;  and  whether,  if  the 
Licensing  Bill  passes  in  its  present  form, 
any  allowance  will  be  made  in  cases 
where  death  duties  have  been  asseased 
on  the  above  lines. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  lAoyd-George.)  The 
facts  of  the  case  referred  to  are  approxi- 
mately as  stated.  The  value  for  Estate 
Duty  of  licensed  property,  as  of  all  other 
proirerty,  is  the  market  value  at  the 
date  of  death,  and  the  calculations 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  were 
regarded  as  suitable  in  the  particular 
case  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that 
value.  Valuations  so  arrived  at  in  the 
past  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
The  Finance  Act,  1894,  are  not  subject 
to  subsequent  adjustment  in  the  event 
either  of  a  rise  or  of  a  fall  in  market  value 
occurring  at  a  later  date,  whether  4uch  rise 
or  fall  may  be  due  to  legislation  or  to  otiier 
causes,  and  there  is  consequently  no 
ground  for  making  any  such  allowance 
as  is  attested  in  the  Question  in  respect 
of  toansactions  which  are  now  closed. 
As  regards  the  future,  licensed  properties 
passing  at  death  will  continue  to  be 
valued  for  Estate  Duty  on  the  basid 
of  current  market  prices,  and  any  de- 
preciation which  has  taken  or  may  take 
place  in  those  prices  will  be  fully  reflected 
m:the  Estate  f)uty^v^pg(@^^ogle 
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Ooal  Exports. 

Mb.  hicks  BEACH:  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  was 
the  total  quantity  of  coal  exported  from 
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the  United  Kingdom  in  1907,incliidiiigtlR 
estimated  coal  equivalent  of  coke  tnd 
patent  fuel. 

{Answered  by  Mu  Lhyd-George.) 


A  Statement  of  the  Total  Quantity  of  Coal  exported  from  the  United  Kinf** 
in  the  year  1907,  including  the  estimated  Coal  equivalent  of  Coke  and  Patent  Fnd. 


(1.) 

Coal  ex- 
ported. 

.  (2) 

Coke 
exported. 

(».) 

Coal  equiva- 
lent of  Coke 
exported.* 

(4.) 

Patent  fuel 
exported. 

(5.) 

Coal  coo- 
taiBetl  in 
piitent  fuel 
export«<l.t 

(6.) 
C^l  shipped 
for  tbebuDKera 
of  ftteamers 
eniTAtted  in 
Pondgn 
■  trade.; 

(7-) 

Total  eott 

shipped. 
Column*,  1, 
3,  Sua,  4. 

Tons. 
G3,600,947 

Tons. 
981,418 

Toni. 
1,635,697 

Tons. 
1,480.893 

Toon. 
1,332,804 

Tons. 
18,618,828 

Tou. 
85,188,276 

*  The  figures  under  Cohiau]  3  hnve  been  rompiited  on  the  aasnmption  that  for  ereiy  60 
tons  of  coke  exported  100  tons  of  coal  were  consumed  in  itn  mannfaotuie. 

f  The  patent  fuel  exported  has  been  aagnmed  to  contiUn  00  per  rent,  of  eoal,  the  remdidDg 

10  per  cent,  consisting  mainly  of  pitch. 

X  The  fignres  given  under  this  heading  relate  to  the  eoal  shipped  on  board  Britmih  and  foftifn 
pa&senger  and  cargo  Rteamera  bound  for  foreign  portfl. 


The  estimates  as  to  the  coal  equivalent 
of  the  coke  exported  and  as  to  the  coal 

contained  in  patent  fuel  have  been  made 
on  the  basis  adopted  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Coal  Supplies  in  their  Final 
Report  (see  Command  Paper  2353,  page 
27). 

BnMdy  for  OntttTttton  of  Beet  Sour. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he 
can  now  assist  the  proposals  to  attempt 
the  growth  of  supar  beet  and  the  manu- 
facture of  sugar  in  this  country  by 
promising  not  to  impose  any  excise 
duty  upon  sugar  which  may  be  produced 
here. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Uoyd-George.)  No, 
Sir. 

Convictions  for  DmnkenneBB  in  England 
and  Wales- 

Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  hia  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  statements  in  the  Blue-Book 
issued  by  the  Home  Office,  Licensing 
Statistics,  1907  [Cd.  3951],  that  while  the 
convictions  for  drunkenness  in  England 
and  Wales  for  the  years  1906,  1906,  and 


1907  show  a  steady  decline  in  proportion 
to  population,  the  convictions  m  the  year 
1907  being  66  40  per  10,600  persons, 
yet  when  England  is  taken  separately 
from  Wales  the  proportion  is  44*21  per 
10,000  persons  in  English  divisions  «« 
against  119-48  jfr-jg^h  non-county 

boroughs ;  and whetheiWSS^ jj^l 
reasons  for  this  disproportion, 
Snnday  closing  is  adopted  in  WS.* 
not  in  England.  \^ 

{Anmcered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gietdstoi^ 
I  beg  to  answer  this  Question  on  beh' 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  I  am  afrsS, 
the  hon.  Member  has  oonfused  two  Be\ 
of  calculations  given  in  the  Blue-bool 
namely,  figures  based  on  the  estimate 
population  of  1907  and  those  based  o 
the  Census  of  1901,  and  he  has  also  place 
side  by  side  for  comparison  two  differer 
kinds  of  areas,  namely,  English  pott 
sessional  divisions,  which  are  largel 
rural,  and  Wel^  non-oounty  boroughi 
which  are  urban  in  character.  It  ii 
however,  true  that  convictions  fci 
drunkenness  in  Wales  are,  ^enerall 
speaking,  at  a  higher  rate  than  thone  ii 
England.  Thtts,  according  to  the  popu 
lation  at  the  lastcwisus,  the  English  con 
victions  were  60  ^33^       16,gOG,  whil- 
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the  Wekh  were  65*15.  Too  much  stress  I 
must  not  be  laid  upon  the  figures  of 
convictions,  and  there  may  be  many 
explanations  of  any  differences  that  are 
shown  to  exist  between  one  place  and 
another.  But  it  may  be  observed  that 
the  proportion  of  on-licences  to  popu- 
lation is  higher  in  Wales  than  it  is  in 
England.  In  Wales  it  is  35-43  per 
10,000,  and  in  England  29*69. 

Fay  of  Indian  Medical  Officers- 

Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  if  he  is  aware  that  since  the 
introduction  of  the  new  scale  of  pay  for 
Indian  medical  service  ofiicers  in  charge 
of  gaols  there  are,  at  any  rate  in  the 
Madras  Presidency,  uncovenanted  offi- 
cers of  long  service  in  cha^e  of  central 
gaols  who  do  the  same  a^inistrative 
work  as  medical  oflUcers  in  charge  of 
central  gaols,  but  who  have  not  been 
placed  on  the  sAme  scale  of  pay  for  their 
administrative  work ;  and  will  he  con- 
sider whether  this  difference  should  be 
removed  and  these  officers  be  put  on  the 
same  scale  of  pay  as  medical  officers  in 
administrative  charge  of  gaols,  in  so 
far  as  administrative  and. not  medical 
duties  are  concerned. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  The 
recent  improvement  of  the  pay  of 
members  of  the  Indian  medical  service 
in  cha^e  of  gaols  was  part  of  a  general 
improvement  of  the  pay  of  that  service 
introduced  with  a  view  to  making  the 
service  more  attractive  and  securing  more 
and  better  quaUfied  recuits.  The  same 
considerations  do  not  apply  in  the  case 
of  the  ofi&cers  referred  to  in  the  Question, 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Indian 
medical  service  and  whose  rates  of 
pay  are  determined  by  the  conditions  of 
their  own  service.  The  Secretarjr  of 
State  does  not,  as  at  present  advised, 
see  sufficient  reason  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter,  which  is  primarily  one 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Qovemment 
of  India. 

Dat*  of  Indian  Badget- 

Mb.  REES :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Intlia  whether  ]if 
can  now  say  on  what  date  the  Indian 
Budget  will  be  taken  ? 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bwhandn.)  It  is 
impossible  at  present  to  fix  a  date  at 
which  the  Indian  Budget  will  be  taken. 

Evicted  Tenants— Case  of  Mr.  Patrick 
Kidney. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
considered  the  application  of  Mr.  Patrick 
Kidney,  an  evicted  tenant,  for  reinstate* 
ment  in  his  former  holding  at  Britway, 
Castlelyons,  on  the  Sherlock  Estate, 
County  Cork ;  and  if  the  Commissionerp, 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  intend  to  apply  the  compulsory 
powers  they  possess,  or  take  such  other 
action  as  may  be  found  most  expedient 
to  effect  the  reinstatement  of  the  evicted 
tenant. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  consider  the  ap- 
plicant to  be  a  suitable  person  to  be 
provided  with  a  holding  if  one  can  be 
found  for  him,  and  they  have  referred 
the  case  to  their  inspector  with  the  object 
of  prooiring  a  holding  for  the  purpose,  if 
possible.  The  evicted  farm  is  in  the 
occupation  of  a  yearly  tenant. 

Oommittal  of  Alexander  Jennings  to 
Meath  Indnstriai  School 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 

boy  named  Alexander  Jennings  was  com- 
[  mitted  to  the  Meath  Industrial  School  at 
Blackrock,  County  Dublin,  on  29th  June, 
1907,  for  the  first  offence,  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  father,  James  A.  Jen- 
nings, of  85,  Island  Street,  Newtownards 
Road,  Belfast ;  and  whedier,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  has 
been  memorialised  by  the  father  for  tiie 
release  of  his  son,  who  is  willing  to  give 
ample  security  for  his  future  good  be- 
haviour, he  will  order  his  discharge. 

>' "  1 

1 ' 

{Anvwered  by  Mr,  BtrreK.)  The  case 
has  come  before  me  on  several  occasions 
upon  the  petition  of  the  father  for  the 

boy's  release.  The  father  is  stated  to  be 
a  respectable  hard-working  man,  but  he 
appears  to  have  been  unable  to  exercise 
due  control  over  his  son  who,  according 
to  the  evidence,  was  drifting  into  crime. 

'  Digitized  by  VjtXjy  It. 
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In  tho  ciicumstances  I  am  aatislied  iih»t  | 
it  would  not  be  in  the  boy's  owii  interest 
to  disoliarge  him.   He  is  in  a  fail  way  to 
do  well  in  the  industrial  school. 

nri^posed  Irish  Universities— Bepresenta- 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Sir  JOHN  RANDLES  (Cumbeiknd. 
Cockermouth) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
how  many  representatives  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  will  be  members  of  the 
Senates  of  the  proposed  Universities ; 
and  will  he  secure  that  the  Methodist 
Church  shall  be  adequately  represented 
thereon. 

(Anaufered  by  Mr,  Sirrdl.)  Though  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact,  I  am 
informed  that  two  of  the  persona  whom 
it  is  contemplated  to  nominate  to  the 
first  Senate  of  the  tJniversity  to  have  its 
seat  in  Belfast  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  None  of  the  persons 
suggested  for  membership  of  the  first 
Senate  of  the  University  to  have  its  seat 
in  Dublin  are  members  of  that  Church. 
I  think  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  will 
secure  that  students  who  belonff  to  the 
Methodist  Church  or  to  any  other  Church 
are  eligible  for  all  the  advantages  of  the 
proposed  Universities  and  Colleges,  and 
I  see  no  reason  for  adding  to  the  Senate 
in  the  manner  suggested. 

Sir  JOHN  RANDLES :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Ireland  are  of  opinion  that  the  privileges 
which  the  Methodist  Church  has  enjoyed 
in  connection  with  the  Royal  Univerraty 
appear  to  be  curtailed  by  his  BUI ;  and 
will  he  give  consideration  to  their  repre- 
sentations with  a  view  to  removing  what 
they  regard  as  hardship  and  injustice. 

{Afuuiered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  I  have 
received  from  the  Committee  on  public 
questions,  rights,  and  privileges,  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Ireland  a  secies  of 
resolutions,  one  of  which  represents  that 
the  privileges  which  the  Methodist  Church 
has  enjoyed  in  connection  with  the  Royal 
University  appear  to  be  curtailed  by  the 
Irish  Universities  Bill.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Metho- 
dist Chuxch  in  the^Boyal  University,  nor 


do  the  representationB  which  h  ive  reached 
me  indicate  how  the  changes  which  are 
proposed  will  sped^y  afiect  the  numbers 
of  the  Sbthodut  Churoh. 

Betlrement  of  Sir  Antony  HwdonBdl 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Sir  Antony 
Macdonnell  has  resigned  the  office  of 
Under-Secretary ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
is  in  a  position  to  name  his  socoessor. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreH)  Sir  Antony 
Macdonnell  has  not  resigned  his  office, 
but  some  time  ago  he  communicated  to 
the  Irish  Qovemment  his  desire  to  retire 
after  the  presentation  of  the  Report  of 
Lord  Dudley's  Commission.  The  Report 
has,  I  believe,  been  signed,  and  will  be 
presented  in  a  few  days.  I  have,  how- 
ever, requested  Sir  Antony  Macdonnell 
to  defer  his  retirement  for  such  a  time  as 
will  enable  me  to  have  the  great  benefit 
of  his  advice  in  the  consideration  of  this 
Report,  and  he  has  therefore  been  good 
enough  to  agree  to  remain  in  office  until 
the  end  of  July.  It  is  proposed  when  the 
office  becomes  vacant  to  fill  it  by  the 
appointi|ient  of  Sir  James  Dougherty,  the 
Assistant-Under-Secretary. 

Irish  TTniTerBity  BilL 
Captain  CRAIG :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  resolution  passed  at  a 
special  meeting. of  the  Greneral  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  at 
Belfast  on  Wednesday,  29th  April,  con- 
demning the  University  BUI ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  that  and  other  in- 
fluential expressions  of  opinion  against 
the  endowment  by  the  State  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  University  in  Dublin  and  a 
Presbyterian  University  in  Belfast,  he 
intends  to  drop  the  measure. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreiL)  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  that 
I  have  seen  the  resolution  referred 
to ;  to  the  second  part,  thst  I  do  not 
admit  that  the  proposals  before  the 
House  are  accurately  described  in  the 
language  used  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Membw,  and  tiiat  I  intend  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill.  C^(^r\n\(^ 
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Sligo  Board  of  Onardians— Speech  of  Mr- 
John  Gilmartin* 

Captain  CRAIG:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Irelaad  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  speech  delivered  on  Saturday, 
35th  April  lut,  at  a  meeting  o{  the  Sligo 
Board  of  Guardians,  by  a  Mr.  John 
Gihnartin,  chairman,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  stated  that,  as  long  as  he  lived 
he  would  keep  that  old  shot  until  they 
shot  Captain  Bryan  Cooper,  High  Sheriff 
of  County  Sligo ;  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
he  intends  to  take  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
speeches  at  mee^gs  of  Nationalist 
county  councils. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birr^.)  The  words 
set  out  in  the  Question  are  quoted  from 
a  newspaper  report  of  a  speech  stated  to 
have  been  delivered  by  Mr.  Gilmartin, 
but  I  have  no  information  as  to  whether 
the  report  is  correct  or  not.  However 
foolish  and  objectionable  the  language 
quoted  may  be,  it  is  obvious  from  the 
context  that,  if  used,  it  was  not  used  in  a 
literal  sense,  and  that  fact  must,  I  think, 
be  clear  to  anyone  who  reads  the  report. 
The  matter  is  not  worthy  of  notice. 

Attack  on  Mr.  C.  0.  Mahon  at  Dysart 

Captain  CRAIG :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whethei  he  is  awaro  that  Mr. 
Charles  Grabbett  Mahon  was  recently 
shot  at  and  wounded  when  visiting  one 
of  Mb  farms  at  Dysart,  a  few  miles  from 
Ennis ;  can  he  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation regarding  the  outrage ;  have 
any  arrests  been  made ;  and  is  adiequate 
protection  being  afforded  i^ainst  future 
attempts  on  bis  life. 

{Armoered  hy  Mr.  Birrdl.)  On  the 
evening  of  26th  A^hl  Mr.  Mahou  was 
fired  at  when  diivmg  home  from  one 
of  his  farms,  and  was  slightly  injured 
in  the  head  by  two  grains  of  shot.  He 
drove  rapidly  on  and  did  not  see  his 
assailants,  and  he  is  consequently  unable 
to  assist  the  police  in  their  efforts  to 
discover  them.  No  arrests  have  been 
made.  The  police  will  afford  all  neces- 
sary protection  to  Mr.  Mahou. 

Bebutatement  of  Templemore  Evicted 
Tenants- 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu* 


tenant  of  Ireland  whether  ho  is  aware 
that  the  Templemore  evicted  tenants 
were  led  to  believe  that  they  would  be 
restored  to  their  homes  last  autumn ; 
whether  any  progress  has  unce  been  made ; 
and  if  the  Estates  Commissioners  can 
give  any  definite  statement  as  regards 
the  time  of  their  restoration. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  applica- 
tions from  five  evicted  tenants  on  'the 
Templemore  estate.  In  two  of  the  cases 
the  Commissioners  are  negotiating  for 
the  purchase  of  the  holdings  with  the 
object  of  reinstating  the  evicted  tffliants ; 
in  one  case  the  Commissioners  will 
provide  the  evicted  tenant  with  a  new 
holding  if  one  can  be  found  for  him ; 
and  in  the  two  remaining  cases  the 
Commissioners  have  decided  to  take  no 
action.  The  Commissioners  cannot  name 
a  definite  date  when  the  outstanding 
cases  will  be  disposed  of. 

Irish  Evicted  Tenants— Case  of  John 
Keating  on  the  Ely  Estate. 

Mr.  FFRENCH:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  John 
Keating  was  evicted  by  a  middleman 
named  Gahan,  who  is  a  purchasing 
tenant  on  the  Ely  estate;  whether 
Gahan  bought  his  own  holding  at  twenty- 
seven  years  purchase  and  would  not 
sell  to  Keating  at  the  same  price ;  and 
if  the  Estates  -  Commissioners  will  see 
that  t^s  man's  little  holding  is  restored 
to  him. 

{Aimoered  6$  Mr,  .BimU.)  The  ap- 
plicant held  as  a  sub-tenant,  and  his  case 

therefore  does  not  come  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts  relating  to  the  re- 
instatement of  evicted  tenants.  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  no  powec 
to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

Oattle-driving— Speech  1^  Mir.  J. 
Keaveney  at  Tnlsk. 

Captain  CRAIG:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  speech  delivered  on  Sunday, 
19th  April  hist,  at  a  public  meeting  in 
Tulsk,  County  Roscommon,  by  a  Mr. 
J.  Keaveney,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
recommended  the  ii>]aonIe.t<nEeW>»ldttho 
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fight  wheiover  there  was  a  grazier  or  i 
rancher,  let  them  make  the  pliwe  a  small 
little  hell  for  him,  let  the  yomig  men 
^ow  fight  and  they  would  make  it  hot 
fpT  England;  whetJier  Keaveney  is  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace ;  and,  if  so,  has 
the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  been  -called  to  this  incitement 
to  cattle-drivinff ;  and  what  action,  if 
any,  the  Law  Officers  have  taken. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Birr  ell.)  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  newspaper 
report  of  a  speech  said  to  have  been 
delivered  by  Mr.  Keaveney  to  the  effect 
stated  in  the  Question.  Mr.  Keaveney 
is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ex  officio.  The 
matter  has  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  is  under  his 
consideration.  No  other  action  has  been 
taken  in  the  ca«e. 

Intimidation  of  Mr.  Robert  Boyle- 
Mb.  LONSDALE  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  \ 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Robert 
Boyle  to  an  inspector  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board,  at  an  inquin,-  under  the 
Labourers  Act,  at  Cashel,  on  l8th  April, 
that  he  had  been  boycotted  for  the  last 
fourteen  years,  that  his  cattle  had  been 
maimed  and  poisoned,  a  house  on  his 
farm  was  burned,  and  he  was  refused ! 
supplies  by  the  local  shop-keepers,  while 
he  had  received  a  letter  .telling  him  that 
he  would  be  shot ;  and  whether  this  man 
is  under  police  protection. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  I  am  in-  \ 
formed  that,  at  the  inquiry  referred  to, 
Mr.  Boyle  made  a  statement  to  the  effect 
mentioned  in  the  Question.  It  is  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Boyle  was  boycotted  and 
in  receipt  of  polic-e  protection  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  he  is  not  now  un  der 
protection,  and  the  police  have  no  know- 
ledge of  any  recent  act  of  boycotting 
or  intimidation  against  him. 

BeoMttmendationB  of  BeUurt  Health 
Oommiudon. 

Mr.  J.  DEVTilN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To  ask 

the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lou  ten  ant 
•of  Ireland  what  steps,  if  any,  are  being 
taken  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Belfast  Health  CommiaMon. 


{Atiawered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Re- 
port of  the  Commission,  which  reached 
the  Local  (Government  Board  on  lOth 
April,  is  receiving  the  serious  conndeta- 
tion  of  the  Board,  who  have  forwarded 
copies  to  the  Belf^  Corporation  with  a 
request  that  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Corporation  should  be  summoned  to 
consider  it. 

Erection  of  Labonren  Cottaces. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  C9iief  Sec- 
retary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
labourers  cottages  applied  for  and  erected 
under  the  Labourers  Acts  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary Divisions  of  North  Antrim, 
Mid  Antrim,  East  Antrim,  North  Armagh, 
Mid  Armagh,  North  Down,  West  Down, 
East  Down,  North  Fermanagh,  North 
Derry,  and  Houth  Derry. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  par- 
ticukrs  asked  for  in  the  Question  are  not 
available  by  parliamentary  divisions,  hot 
the  Returns  which  district  councils  are 
now  furnishing  in  pursuance  of  Sec.  30 
of  The  Labourers  Act,  1906,  will  show 
the  required  information  up  to  31st 
March  last  by  rural  districts,  and  as  soon 
as  these  Returns  are  completed  the  in- 
formation relating  to  any  particular 
rural  dutricts  can  be  supplied  to  tiie 
hon.  Member,  if  that  will  meet  his 
wishes. 

Funeral  of  Second  Ooiporal  0- 
Dillon,  Boyal  Engmeers. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, Fare- 
ham)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War   whether  Second-Corporal  C.  H. 
Dillon,  Royal  Engineers,  who  was  en- 
gagetl  on  the  Government  Ordnance 
Survey,  and  who  died,  whilst  so  em- 
ployed, on  23rd  February,  of  malarial 
fever  previously  contracted  on  active 
'  service,  was  buried  at  Botley,  Hants,  on 
i  2r)th  February  without  military  honours  ; 
,  and  whether  application  was  made  by 
the  friends  of  the  deceased  to  the  military 
,  authorities,    who   refused   to  provide 
j  military  honours  on  the  score  of  expense, 
!  and  who  declined  even  to  send  a  gun- 
]  carriage  from  .  Netley,  only  four  miles 
away,  on  the  ground  that  the  distance 
was  too  great. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secr^ary  Haldane.) 
The  General  Ofiicer  <^V»ai|^nding  in 
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Chief,  Southern  Command,  has  been  le- 
quested  to  forward  a  Report  on  this 
matter. 

Archbishopric  of  Oyvms  —  Delay  in 
making  Appointment- 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.):  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  able  to  give  any 
information  as  to  the  causes  of  the  delay 
in  electing  a  prelate  to  fill  the  vacant 
Archbishopric  of  Cyprus ;  and  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government,  are  able  to 
report  the  results  of  the  friendly  inter- 
vention of  the  High  Commissioner  of 
Cyprus,  with  a  view  of  terminating  the 
iiil«rr^um  which  has  already  existed 
for  ei^t  years  in  connection  with  the 
vacant  see. 

(Answered  hy  Colonel  Sedy.)  The  delay 
in  electing  an  Archbishop  of  Cyprus  has 
been  caused  by  the  inability  of  the  Holy 
Synod,  with  which  the  arrangements  for 
the  election  have  usually  rested,  to  agree 
upon  the  method  of  procedure.  It  has 
been  the  object  of  the  High  CommiBsioner, 
under  the  instructions  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  to  abstain  as  far  as  possible 
from  intervention  in  this  ecclesiastical 
dispute ;  but,  in  order  to  bring  to  an 
end  a  condition  of  thin^  which  is  fraught 
with  danger  to  the  good  order  and  pros- 
perity of  the  island,  it  has  been  decided 
that  the  Government  of  Cyprus  should 
give  its  support  to  a  Bill  which  is  being 
prepared  by  the  Greek  elected  members 
of  the  legislative  council  providing  for  the 
election  of  an  archbishop  in  accordance 
with  the  anonnt  customs  of  the  Church 
of  Cyprus. 

OomptilBory  Aeqnisition  of  Orown  Lands 
for  &nall  Hoidinirs- 

Lord  WILLOUGHBY  DE  ERESBY 
(Lincolnshire,  Horncastle) :  To  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if 
Crown  Lands,  or  lands  belonging  to  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  can  be  acquired 
compulsOTily  by  county  councils  for 
small  holdings. 

{Afowered  hy  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  compulsory  provisions  of  the  Small 
Holdings  and  Allotments  Act  are  not 
applicable  to  lands  belonging  to  the 
Crown  and  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 


DBty-  on  Lumber  shipped  £rom  Uidted 
States  to  Zwce. 

Mr.  holt  (Northumberland,  Hex- 
ham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  lumber  shipped  from 
the  United  States  to  France  is  liable  to 
an  extra  duty  in  France  if  trans-shipped 
in  Hong  Kong  or  any  other  British 
Colony ;  and  if  so,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  present  friendly  relations  between  this 
country  and  France,  the  Government 
will  make  representations  to  the  French 
Government,  with  a  view  to  procuring  the 
removal  of  a  tax  which  is  injurious  to  the 
transit  trade  of  our  Colonies. 

[Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  Lumber  shipped  firom  the  United 
States  to  France  is  dutiable  at  the  rates 
provided  in  the  French  minimum  tariff 
if  imported  either  directly  or  ina  r, 
country  which  itself  enjoys  the  minimum 
tariff.  In  other  cases  it  is  subject  to  the 
full  general  tariff  rates.  Neither  Hong 
Kong  nor  any  other  British  Colony  iw 
entitled  to  the  application  of  the  French 
minimum  tariff  as  a  whole.  His 
Majesty's  Government  could  not  properly 
suggest  to  the  French  Government  that 
they  should  accord  to  United  States  pro- 
ducts privileges  in  excess  of  those  actually 
accorded  in  virtue  of  existing  conventions 
between  iJie  United  States  and  France. 

Imports  of  Acetone- 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can 
state,  for  the  last  two  years  for  which 
the  statkticiS  are  available,  the  number  oi 
tons  of  acetone  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  together  with  the  chief  coun- 
tries of  origin* 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  No  separ- 
ate record  is  kept  of  the  imports  of 
acetone  into  this  country,  and  no  statis- 
tics are  therefoce  available. 

Postal  iMiTeiiflB  at  Liaavady. 

Mr.  BARBIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  there  is  only  one  daily 
delivery  of  mails  to  houses  situate 
within  mile  from  the  Post  Office  at 
Limavady,  a  town  of  some  2,800  in- 
habitants ;  whether  there  are  several 
houses  and  premises,  each  of  over  £100 
wamuA  valuationc^^g^jl^O^^dBfeing 
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from  I.imavady  to  Dnnpiven  within  1^ 
mile  from  the  Post  Oifioe,  ai»d  whose 
occupants  have  considerable  business  and 
personal  correspondence  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  English  and  Scottish  mails 
are  not  delivered  at  such  residences  until 
twenty-two  hours  after  the'r  receipt  in 
Limavady ;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  provide  a  second  daily  delivery 
within  such  a  radius,  seeing  that  in  the 
County  Kildare  there  is  a  second  daily 
delivery  to  houses  two  miles  beyond  the 
nearest  village  o£  only  800  inhabitants. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
will  have  inquiry  made  on  the  subject, 
and  will  send  the  hon.  Member  a  reply. 

Local  Stamping  Office  for  Norwich. 

Mr.  TILLETT  (Norwich) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  application  from  the 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Law  Sociefcy  for 
the  establishment  of  a  local  stamping 
office  has  been  refused ;  and  will  he  ex- 
plain why  the  facilities  already  granted 
to  towns  of  the  size  of  Derby  and  York 
cannot  be  extended  to  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich, whose  population  exceeds  120,000. 

{Answered  by  Mr*  HfAJunue.)  The 
great  bulk  of  the  documents  sent  up  from 
Norwich  for  stamping  consists  of  large 
batches  of  forms  to  be  impressed  with  the 
duty  of  Id.  Stamping  of  this  kind  re- 
quires the  installation  of  power  machinery 
on  a  lai^e  scale,  and  the  provision  of  the 
ordinary  stamping  machines  in  use  at 
provincial  offices  would  not  enable  it  to 
be  done  locally.  The  ordinary  stamping 
work  at  Norwich  is  not  sufficient  to 
justify  the  extension  to  tKat  city  of  the 
facilities  granted  to  the  other  places  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hou.. Member. 

Stow  Union— Snrduurge  for  Outdoor 
Belief. 

Mb.  BENNETT  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) :    To  ask  the  President  of  the 

Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  Local  Government  Board 
auditor  recently  surcharged  a  relieving 
officer  of  the  guardians  of  Stow  Union 
in  respect  of  relief  given  by  order  of  the 
iStow  Board  to  a  widow  with-  two  childreu, 
aged  ten  and  eight,  dependent  on  her ; 
will  he  say  what  was  the  total  income 
of  the  widow  and  children,  uid  what 


was  the  amoimt  of  relief  \t&t  week  given 
for  each  child ;  whether  the  ground  of 
the  auditor's  decision  was  that  there 
were  three  sons  of  the  widow  living  in 
the  house  who,  in  the  auditor's  opinion, 
could  afford  to  keep  the  children  ;  what 
were  the  earnings  of  the  sons,  and  were 
they  always  in  work ;  whether  the  sons 
were  liable  by  statute  to  maintain  their 
brothprs,  and,  if  not,  whether  the  liOcal 
Government  Board  had  made  any  order 
altering  or  extending  43  Elis.  so  as  to 
make  persons  of  sufficient  ability  liable 
to  keep  their  brothere  and  sisters; 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
considered  that  the  three  elder  brothers 
had  a  living  wage  left  after  keeping 
their  younger  brothers  as  well  as  their 
mother ;  and  what  sum  did  the  auditor 
reckon  as  sufficient  for  food  and  clothing 
of  each  child. 

{Answer^  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)    I  am 
aware   of   the   case   referred   to.  The 
woman  is  stated  to  have  been  house- 
keeper for  her  sons,  five  of  whom  lived 
at  home.   They  earned  £2  10s.  a  week 
and  contributed  26s.  a  week  towards 
the  household  expenses,  besides  paying 
the  rent  of  the  house.   Three  of  them 
also  assisted  in  providing  clothing  for 
the  mother  and  two  of  the  younger  sons. 
The  amount  of  the  relief  given  was  3s. 
a  week.    The   auditor  stated   as  his 
reasons  for  his  decision  :   (1)  That  there 
was  no  evidence  of  destitution  laid  before 
the  guardians  at  the  time  the  said  relief 
was  ordered  to  be  given,  and,  as  a  fact, 
the  sfud  pauper  was  not  in  a  destitute 
condition  at  that  time  or  during  the 
currency  of  the  order  and  was  not  there- 
fore a  proper  subject  for  the  receipt  of 
outdoor  relief;     (2)  that^  there  is  no 
authority  in  law  for  administering  the 
said  relief  or  chargijig  the  amount  of 
the  same  in  the  accounts  of  the  relievii^ 
officer.   The  ramings  of  the  three  dder 
of  the  sons  living  at  home  amounted  to 
41s.  a  week  when  they  were  in  full  em- 
ploy, but  it  is  stated  that  their  work 
is  not  constant ;   they  lose  on  wet  and 
short  days.    The  sons  were  not  liable 
to  maintain  their  brothers,  and  no  order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
been  made  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  thia 
Question.   The  auditor  did  not  ezpren 
any  opinion  as  to  what  sum  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  f9(^^,  jM^4^^hM«i<ll  ©act 
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child.  He  came  to  the  condtudcm  that 
the  case  was  not  one  of  destitution 
requiring  relief  out  of  the  poor  rate,  and 
the  Boud  concurred  in  this  view. 

Unfimded  Debt. 
Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  is  the  present  funoont  of  tiie  Un- 
funded Debt;  of  what  issues  does  it 
consist  and  what  Exchequer  bonds  are 
now  current  issued  for  capital  expendi- 
ture and  classed  among  other  capital 
liabilities ; .  and  what  was  the  amount 
of  the  like  issues  at  the  same  time  last 
year, 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Uoyd-George.)  I 
must  ask  my  hon.  friend  to  postpone  his 
Question  until  after  the  introduction  of 
the  Budget.  . 

.  Case  of  Ur.  0-  W.  Allan,  Indian  Forest 
Service. 

Sib  SEYMOUR  KINO  (Hull,  Central) : 
To  ask .  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  the  Secretary  of  State's 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  Me- 
morial addressed  to  him  of  Mr.  C.  W. 
Allan,  an  extra  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests  in  the  Burma  provincial  service  ; 
whether  Mr.  Allan,  after  passing  through 
the  college  at  Dehra  Dun  joined  the 
Indian  forest  service  on  1st  February, 
1887,  at  a  time  when  it  was  provided 
by  Section  21  of  the  then  Forest  De- 
partment Code  that  after  five  years 
approved  service  as  Sub-assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests  he  would  be  drafted 
into  the  upper  controlling  staff ;  whether, 
in  18dl,  the  Government  issued  a  new 
Forest  Department  Keoi^nisation 
Scheme  debarring  all  officers  thence- 
forward appointed  in  India  from  pro- 
motion to  the  upper  controlling  staff, 
and  whether,  having  done  four  years 
of  admittedly  approved  service,  the  new 
scheme  was  by  ex  'posl  facto  ruling  arbi- 
trarily applied  to  Mr.  Allan's  case ; 
whether  recently  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India'  has  sanctioned  the  transfer 
of  Bfr.  Shrish  Chandra  Chakrabattl  from 
the  provincial  to  the  Imperial  ongineer- 
'ing  service  on  the  ground  that,  as  he  had 
actually  entered  the  Sibpur  Engineering 
College  before  the  issue  of  the  orders 
closing  the  Imperial  service  to  students 
of  Indian  Engineering  Colleges,  he  had 


an  equitable  right  to  an  appointment  in 
the  Imperial  service';  on  what  ground, 
in  an  analogous  case,  Mr.  Allan  has  been 
refused  similarly  equitable  treatment ; 
and  whether  the  Grovemment  of  India 
will  be  directed  to  remedy  the  injustice 
from  which]Mr.  Allan  is  suffering. 

(Anawared  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  The 
memorial  in  question  has  not  yet  reached 
me  from  the  Government  of  India, 
through  whom  under  rule  it  has  to  be 
submitted,  and  consequently,  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  express  any  opinion  on 
the  merits  of  the  question.  I  assume 
that  the  memorial  will  shortly  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 


QUESTIONS  m  THE  SOUSE. 

Naval  Accidents. 

Mr.  ARTHUB  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  is  anticipated 
that  any  of  the  three  war  vessels 
recently  lost,  viz.,  H.M.S.  "Gladiator," 
H.M.S.  "Tiger,"  and  H.M.S.  "Gala,"  can 
be  salved  and  restored  to  a  condition  of 
fighting  efficiency ;  and,  if  not,  what  steps 
will  be  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  replace  these  vessels  and  to 
maintain  unimpaired  the  fighting  strength 
of  the  Navy. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) :  Salvage  o^rations  on 
H.M.S.  "(Jladiator"  are  bemg  carried 
out;  but  DO  opinion  can  yet  be  formed 
as  to  her  ultimate  condition.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  attempt  to  salve  either  H.M. 
ships  "Tiger"  or  "Gala."  While  our 
ship  construction  is  not  on  so  narrow  a 
margin  as  to  render  any  immediate  action 
imperative,  yet  in  view  of  an  exceptional 
opportunity  for  replacement  on  most 
advantageous  terms  having  presented 
itself,  the  Board  are  now  considering  the 
question. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE:  May  I  ask 
whether,  in  view  of  the  officially  recog- 
nised deficiency  in  modern  torpedo 
destroyers,  the  Government  will  increase 
the  present  year's  programme  of  those 
vess^  from  sixteen  to  eighteen,  in  order 
that  the  minimum^^ro^jsig^^^^ 
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necessary  beforo  these  disasters  took 
place  may  not  be  reduced  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  question  ia 
obriously  one  for  discussion  in  debate  ou 
the  Eilamates. 

Sabmaiine  Boats- 4iifot7  AnaaganiMita* 

Mr.  ABTHUR  LEE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  Admiralty  has  recently  adopted  the 
Siebe-Grormaa  apparatus  for  enabling  the 
crews  of  foundered  submarine  boats  to 
escape  to  the  surface ;  if  so,  whether  steps 
are  being  taken  to  supply  this  device  as 
raindly  as  possible  to  the  crews  of  all 
Bubmuine  boats  now  in  the  service ;  and 
how  many  sets  of  this  apparatus  have 
already  been  issoed  and  now  many  are 
to  be  supplied  during  the  current  financial 
year. 

Mr.  MgKENNA:  Various  safety 
arrangements  are  being  tested  and  the 
most  suitable  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE :  May  I  ask  if  i 
it  is  the  case  that  in  the  original  contracts  [ 
for  Class  C  submarines  now  being  built ; 
this  provision  has  been  ordered  as  part  \ 
of  the  contract  1  Is  any  provision  being , 
nude  for  the  forty-five  bukts  with  crews  ' 
of  500  men  already  in  the  service  1 

Mr.  MgKENNA  asked  for  notice  of 
the  Question.  ' 

The  Navy. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER  -  GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  r 
First  Ix>rd  of  the  Admiralty  what  steps  ' 
are  being  taken  to  replace  the  ships ' 
recently  hMt  in  His  Majesty's  Navy. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  must  refer  the  I 
hon.  Member  to  the  reply  I  have  just 
given  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Fareham. 

Transport  for  War  Times.  ' 

Mb.  HOLT  (Nor.humberlmd,  He.K- ' 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  order  to  protect  \ 
the  national  exchequer  against  having  to . 
pay  extortionate  sums  for  transports,  as  | 
was  the  case  during  the  late  war  m  South  , 
Africa,  he  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
acquiring  powers  for  the  compulsory  ■ 
hinng  of  merchant  ^ipe  during  war  time  ^ 
at  a  price  to  be  fixed  subsequently  by  i 
arbitration. 


Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  present  system 
of  competition  and  negotiation  is  prefer- 
able from  an  executive  point  of  view,  and 
it  is  doubtful  whether  any  economy  would 
result  from  such  a  chaoge  aa  that  sug- 
gested. In  view  oi  the  urge  amount  w 
tonnage  required  about  the  same  time, 
and  &ia  urgency  of  the  servios^  the 
Admiralty  cannot  a^^  that  tlw  sums 
[nid  were  extortionate. 

TtHtpedo  Dastn^en. 

Mb.  THORNTON  (Clapham) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
when  the  sixteen  new  torpedo  destroyers 
promised  in  this  year's  Naval  Programaie 
will  be  completed  ;  and  how  many 
destroyers  of  eleven  years  of  age  will  be 
possessed  by  Germany  and  Great  Britain, 
respeotavely,  at  the  date  of  these  &itish 
venels  being  commissioned. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Under  normal  con- 
ditions the  sixteen  new  destroyers  will  be 
completed  about  July,  IHIO.  I  am  un- 
aware what  importance  the  hon.  Member 
attaches  to  the  period  of  eleven  years, 
but  the  Board  of  Admiralty  know  of  no 
circumstances  whidi  would  make  this  ao 
appropriate  period  for  purposes  of  com- 
parison, and  we  consider  it  inexpedient 
to  submit  any  figures  which  woula  imply 
an  official  endorsement  of  such  an  age 
period. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  Is  not  the 
depreciation  put  in  the  official  Estimates 
at  five  per  cent,  for  eleven  years  1 

Mr.  McKENNA :  No.  Sir.  The  figures 
he  refers  tu  are  in  reference  to  torpedo 
boats.  The  destroyers  are  not  included 
under  that  head.  They  oome  under  the 
gunboats  heading. 

Protection  of  Scottish  Fudiertos. 

M«.  MORTON  (Sutherlaud):  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ross  and  Cro- 
marty, I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  view  of  the  inability  of  tbe 
cruisers  at  the  command  of  the  Fishery 
Board  fur  Scotland  efficiently  to  protetA 
the  interests  of  line  fishermen  around  the 
coast  of  Scotland  i^^inst  the  depredati<Hi8 
of  illegal  trawling,  will  he  consider  the 
expediency  of  detailing  one  ur  more 
additional  Admiralty  cruisers  for  sea- 
police  duties  in  the  Moray  Firth  sod  off 
the  North-West  Coast  o^^tl^dC 
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Mb.  McKBNNA  :  My  hon.  friend  must 

not  of  course  expect  me  to  admit  the  pre- 
amble to  iiis  Question.  It  is  not  in  con- 
templation to  detail  additional  cruiserfi 
of  His  Uajeaty's  Navy  tor  the  duties 
referred  to. 

Navigation  of  the  Solent. 
Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
if,  having  regard  to  Uie  fact  of  the 
Qumeroua  coluaions  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  Solent^  and  to  the  losses  that 
nave  taken  place  there  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  of  war,  and  to  the  fact  that  no 
autnority  has  any  jurisdiction  there,  he 
Till  consider  the  question  of  the  advis- 
ability of  extending  the  western  limits  of 
the  dockyards  at  Portomouth  to  the 
Needles. 

Mr.  McKEXNA  :  The  question  has 
already  been  considered,  and  it  is  not 
at  present  deemed  desirable  to  extend 
the  limits  of  the  dockyard  port. 

Mr.  fell  :  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the 
Admiralty  that  this  portion  of  inland 
waters  is  a  kind  of  "no  man's  land,"  no 
authority  having  any  jurisdiction  or 
oontrol  over  it  1  Will  the  Admiralty 
under  tbe^e  circumstances  reconsider  the 
ijuestion  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  have  already 
replied  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Question. 

Oordite  for  the  Kavy. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS  (LynnRe^ia):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  it  is  intended  to  issue  cordite 
containing  mercuric  chloride  to  His 
Majesty's  ships  in  the  event  of  war. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Should  any  such 
cordite  which  had  passed  the  prescribed 
tests  be  available  and  be  required  during 
war  time  it  would  most  certainly  be 
issued. 

Mr.  BBLLAIRS:  WUl  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  us  how  much  of  this 
cordite  there  is  in  stock  and  in  reserve  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  asked  that  the 
Qaestioa  should  be  put  on  the  Paper. 

OordUeTaBtB. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Loid  of  the  Admiralty  whether  the 


I  new  silvered  vessel  test  for  cordite  is  of 

a  very  confidential  character ;  and,  if 
j  not,   whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
circulate  a  description  of  it  with  the 
Votes. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  There  is  nothing 
confidential  in  this  test.  A  description 
is  already  published  in  the  Corrections  to 
the  Army  Ordnance  Regulations,  which 
is  on  sale  to  the  public. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Mirylebone,  E.) :  Is 
this  the  test  that  was  approved  by  Lord 
Rayleigh's  Committee  t 

Mb.  McKENNA:  I  am  not  sure;  I 
should  like  notice  of  that  Question. 

The  Attestation  Oath. 
*Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Bhickpool): 
[  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  if  he  will  state  why,  in  the  oath 
which  the  Territorial  soldier  has  to  take 
on  joining,  the  words  defining  the  limits 
within  which  he  has  undertaken  to  serve 
have  not  been  inserted,  in  view  of  the 
fiu:t  that  such  words  were  inserted  in  the 
old  Volunteer  oath. 

The  secretary  of  STATK  for 
;  WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  A 

member  of  the  Volunteer  Force  enrolled 

under  the  old  oath,  if  volunteering  for 
I  service  abroad,  was  obliged  to  be  regularly 
I  enlisted  for  such  service.  This  gave  rise 
I  to  considerable  difficulties  during  the 

South  African  War.  The  new  form  of 
'  oath  has  been  drawn  up  to  avoid  the 
.  necessity  for  such  re-attestation.  It  has 
{  been  made  quite  clear  in  the  form  of 
'  attestation  that  the  liability  undertaken 
I  extends  to  the  Unitedi  Kii^dom  only, 

and  not  to  any  place  outside  it  es;ept  by 
i  voluntary  undertaking. 
I 

!  *Mr.  ASHLEY  pointed  out  the  danger 
of  misapprehension  in  view  of  the  fact 

I  that  the  liability  appears  only  in  the 
Schedule  of  the  oath  and  not  in  the  oath 

I  itself. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  man  is  fully 
informed  when  he  takes  the  oath. 

Militia  and  Volunteer  OflLcers. 
Mb.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  how  many 
officers  ^ve  left  the  Militia  and  Volun- 
teers, respectively,  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  ^l^t  LM^i^i;^«Ai^.^ow 


1 


1643 


Quesiions. 


{COMMONS) 


1644 


aiany  ofllcen  hare  joined  the  forces 
named  during  the  same  period. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  282  officers  left  the 
Militia,  and  260  joined  thafc  force  during 
the  period  specified.  619  combatAnt 
officers  left  the  Volunteers,  and  546 
jdned  the  force  during  die  same  period. 

Buses  for  the  Territorial  Artillery. 

Mr.  ASHLBY:  I  beg  to  aslc  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  under  what 
Parliamentary  authoritv  it  is  contem- 
plated to  use  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Fund  for  the  provision  of  ranges  for  the 
Territorial  Artillery ;  when  issues  for 
this  purpose  will  be  made  by  the  Public 
Works  Loans  Commissioners ;  and  upon 
wlut  property  they  will  be  secured. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  It  is  proposed  to 
include  in  the  Public  Worlu  Loans 
Bill  this  year  a  clause  enabling  the  Public 
Works  Loans  Commissioners  to  lend 
money  to  County  Associations  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Territorial  and  Reserve 
Forces  Act.  Issues  can  be  made,  if 
occasion  arises,  by  the  Commissioners 
when  they  have  been  empowered  to  lend 
money  to  County  Associations.  Such 
issues  will  be  secured  upon  the  land  and 
the  general  revenue  of  a  County  Associar 
tion  with  the  consent  of  the  Army 
Council. 

Ub.  ASHLEY :  Are  we  to  understand 
there  is  no  personal  liability  on  the 
members  of  the  Association  1 

Mr.  HALDANE :  That  is  so. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  It  is  corporate  ? 

Mr.  HALDAKE:  Yes. 

Army  Establishment. 

Ms.  .ASHLEY:  I  leg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  why  the 
establishment  and  strength  of  the  Army 
on  the  British  establishment,  stated  by 
him  on  the  6th  April  to  be  157,958  and 
153,765,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the 
Army  Estimates  (^ge  11)  as  169,114 
and  161,302  respectively. 

Mr.  Ha£dANE:  The  figures  given 
on  the  6th  April  referred  to  the  number 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  on 
the  Ist  March,  1908.  The  figures  shown 
on  page  11  of  the  Army  Estimates  re- 


ferred to  the  number  of  all  ranks  on  the 
1st  January,  1908. 

*Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Is  the  Army  there- 
fore now  short  by  3,600  officers  1 

Mr.  HALDANE:  No;  there  is  no 
material  change.  There  has  always  been 
a  shortage. 

Home  Infantry  EstaUialunent. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  W  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  fail 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
in  the  lieturn  showing  the  actual  strength 
of  the  Infantry  battalions  and  depots  on 
the  homo  establishment  on  the  1st  March 
last,  issued  on  the  Motion  of  Viscount 
Midleton,  a  deficit  of  7,520  men  is  shown ; 
whether  this  deficit  has  now  been  made 
good  in  whole  or  in  part ;  and,  if  in  part 
only,  to  what  extent  and  by  what  means. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Apparently  the  hon. 
Member  is  alluding  to  Cd.  3802  which 
gave  figures  for  the  Ist  February  and 
not  for  the  1st  March.  His  figures  are 
not  understood — but  probably  he  has  not 
noticed  that  the  Ketum  is  for  rank  and 
file  only  and  does  not  include  old 
soldiers  at  the  depots.  The  actual  deficit 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
in  line  battalions  and  depots  at  home  on 
the  1st  March  was  3,716,  and  this  deficit 
had,  on  the  1st  April,  been  reduced  by 
1,259,  this  reduction  being  irrespective  <rf 
alterations  in  establishment. 

Field  Artillery  Brigades. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  (St. 

Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  wkr  whether  he 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  stiffening 
the  field  artillery  brigades  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army  with  a  proportion  of  fiegalars 
in  addition  to  the  permanent  staff,  say 
eight  drivers  and  ei^t  horses  per 
battery. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Permission  has 
recently  been  granted  to  County  Associa- 
tions to  enlist  ex-soldiers  of  horse  and 
field  artillery  up  to  the  age  of  thirty-six. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  ranks  of  the  field 
batteries  will  thereby  be  stifiened  with 
expert  drivers  and  gunners,  who  would 
also  assist  in  the  instruction  of  the  ordin- 
ary  TetnU>viBX^0§^rQ^^^hers 
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already  granted  for  the  permanent  staff 
to  be  found  from  the  Regular  horse  and 
field  artillery  amounts  to  378.  We  do 
not  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in 
this,  and  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss 
it  when  (he  scheme  has  received  a  fair 
trial. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  LEB  asked  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  to  answer  the  last  part 
of  the  Question  referring  to  the  horses 
for  these  batteries. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  it  was  intended 
to  supply  the  trained  horses  that  were 
necessary.  If  there  was  any  shortage 
the  matter  would  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  AETHUK  lee  :  Are  the  horses 
to  go  round  the  different  batteries,  or 
will  individual  batteries  have  their  own 
horses) 

Mr.  UALOANE:  Individual  batteries 
will  have  their  own  horses.  It  is  a  veiy 
bad  plan  for  different  batteries  to  use  tlie 
same  set  of  horses. 

ArfeUlery  Brigade  Trainisf. 

Major  ANSTBUTHER-ORAT:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  training  brigades  on  a  four-gun  basis 
with  the  same  establishment  of  men  and  ; 
horses  that  are  allotted  to  batteries  of  j 
the  expeditionary  foroe.  j 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  think  that  the 
scheme  of  having  brigades  on  a  two  -  gun 
basis  should  first  be  given  a  fair  trial  If 
the  present  provision  establishment  of 
the  training  brigades  proves  not  to  be 
large  enough  to  carry  out  the  insbnc- 
tional  duties  allotted  to  them,  it  will  then 
be  time  to  consider  increasing  it.  I  may 
add  that  at  present  there  has  been  no 
reduction  of  personnel  in  the  Field 
Artillery  in  consequence  of  the  formation 
of  the  truning  brigades. 

UiUtary  OaAipa. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  (aioucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  how  many  troops  have 
been  under  canvas  in  Great  Britain  during 
the  month  of  April ;  and  whether  there  is 
a  King's  regulation  to  the  effect  that  no 
troops  shall  go  under  canvas  before  Ist 
May. 

VOL.  CLXXXVII.  [FtoUBTE  Sibus.] 


Mr.  HALDANE :  Under  paragraph 
1,362  Kin^s  regulations  General  Officers 
Commanding-in-Chief  are  permitted  to 
approve  the  placing  of  troops  under 
canvas  before  the  1st  May.  As  these 
matters  rest  within  their  discretion  no 
statistics  of  the  character  required  \^  the 
Question  an  forwarded  to  the  War  Office. 

Twritwial  Artillery  Chins. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Rye  Division  of  Sussex, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Territorial  Artillery 
are  expected  to  be  able  to  lay  out  lines 
of  fire  with  the  oonverted  15-pounder 
gun;  and,  if  so,  when  the  necessary 
directors,  field  plotters,  dial  sights,  etc., 
will  be  provided. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. As  regards  the  rest  of  the  Question 
it  is  not  practicable  at  present  to  give  any 
definite  date  when  it  will  be  possible  to 
issue  the  equipment  mentioned. 

Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfoidshiie.  St. 
Albans)  asked  if  it  were  not  the  fact  that 
the  16-pounders  were  found  to  be  out  of 
range  

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Notice  should  have 
been  given  of  that  Question. 

Garrison  Artillery  Tolnnteers- 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 

Member  for  the  I^e  Division  of  Sussex, 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

War  when  the  old  40-pound6r  rifled 

breeoh-loading  guns  issued  to  garrison 

artillery  Volunteers  will  be  called  in. 
< 

Mr.  HALDANE :  Instructions  for  the 
return  of  these  guns  to  store  were  issued 
on  the  Ifith  nllama 

BrMch-loftdws  f6r  the  Tanitoial 
ArtUlwr. 

Mr.  ASHLET:  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Rye  Division  of  Sussex, 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  how  many  converted  15-pounder 
breech-loading  guns  have  yet  been  issued 
to  the  TerritOTial  Artillery  for  drill  and 
instructional  purposes :  and  when  the 
neceasary  limbers,  drill  ammunition,  and 
handbooKs  for  use  with  these  gnns  will 
be  provided.  byGoOglc 
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Mb.  HALDANE:  Porty-seven  guns 
have  been  issued.  The  Umbers  are  about 
to  be  issued.  Drill  ammunition  can  be 
obtained  on  demand  from  the  local 
Ordnance  Officer.  The  handbook  is  in 
proof  stage,  and  issue  will  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  lee  :  Can  Members  of  the  House 
be  supplied  with  oapiea  of  the  handbook  f 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No  doubt  that  can 

be  done. 

Territorial  Field  ArtlUezy  Adjntants. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  On  behalf  of  thehon. 
Member  for  the  Eye  Division  of  Sussex, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  work  and  the  pay  of 
the  adjutants  of  the  Territorial  field 
artillery  will  be  greater  or  less  than  that 
of  adjutants  of  the  late  Volunteer  artillery. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  work  of  the 
adjutants  will  not  be  less  than  before. 
The  pay  will  be  leas  for  new  appoint- 
ments, as  being  Field  and  not  Garrison 
Artillery  they  will  not  receive  the  arma- 
ment pay  which  was  granted  for  the 
latter  appointments.  The  rights  of  ex- 
isting adjutants  of  Volunteer  Royal 
Garrison  Artillery  will  be  preserved  for 
the  period  of  their  original  appointment. 

Territorial  Battalion  Colours- 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Rye  Division  of  Sussex, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  battalions  of  the  Territorial 
Force  will  carry  colours. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  hope  this  question 
will  shortly  be  decided. 

Territorial  Battalion  Bands. 
Mb.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
bands  for  the  Territorial  battalions  will 
be  part  of  their  establishment  as  in  the 
case  of  the  late  Volunteer  force. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  An  Infantry  bat- 
talion of  the  Territorial  Force  includes 
sixteen  bandsmen,  who  act  as  stretcher 
bearers  in  the  field,  and  also  sixteen 
drummers  and  buglers. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  Territorial  Infuitry  battalions 
wiU  have  their  own  bands  1 


Mr.  HALDANE:  Yes,  proviraon  has 
been  made  for  that. 

Volunteer  Establishment- 

Mr.  H.  H.  MARKS  (Kent,  Thanet):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  Ux 
War  whether  he  can  state  how  many 
members  of  the  Volunteer  Force  were 
serving  on  the  31st  March  last,  and  how 
many  of  them  have  since  enlisted  in  the 
Territorial  Army. 

Mr.  HAIDANE:  The  strength  of  the 
Yoltinteer  Force,  exclusive  of  permanent 
staff  and  Honourable  Artillery  Company, 
on  the  Ist  April  was  as  follows  : — 

Officers    -  -  8,646 

Volunteers      -      -  215,572 


Total 


224,217 


The  Jietums  of  the  figures  (A  those 
who  have  since  enlisted  in  the  Territorial 
Army  are  not  yet  sufficiently  comply 
to  enable  me  to  publish  them,  but  I  hope 
they  will  be  available  very  shortly. 

Separation  Allowances  for  Territorial 
Gamps. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  if, 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  recruiting 
for  the  Territorial  Forces,  ne  will  re- 
con»der  the  advantages  of  paying  a 
separation  allowance  to  married  privates 
in  these  forces  during  the  annual  encamp- 
ment or  in  case  of  embodiment,  as  is 
already  done  in  the  case  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers. 

Mr,  HALDANE  :  On  embodiment  all 
married  privates  will  receive  separation 
allowance.  As  regards  camp,  the  grant 
to  non-commissioned  officers  was  made 
specially  in  order  to  give  them  special 
encouragement,  and  it  is  not  proposed 
to  extend  this  concession  to  the  privates 
— a  eoncession  which  would  invtuve  the 
State  in  an  expenditure  of  £SO,000  a 
year  at  the  very  least. 

Mr.  GRETTON  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  difficulties  in  re- 
cruiting have  arisen  owing  to  the  small 
pay  for  the  married  men ) 

Mr.  HALDANE:    The  arrange 
ments  are  the  same  as  for  the  R^iolar 
Army.and  with  the  (^^^pf^^ded  by 
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public  bodies  (he  difficulty  can  be  over- 
come. 

Law  of  Imprisonment  in  Natal. 

Mr.  BELLOC  (Salford,  S.) :  T  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  law  and  practice 
of  Natal  permit  imprisonment  upon  a 
general  warrant  containing  no  specific 
■charge ;  and,  if  so,  what  other  Colonies, 
if  any,  hare  effected  this  fundamental 
change  in  English  law. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Cktlonel  Seely, 
Lirerpool,  Aberoromby) :  The  law  and 
practice  of  Natal  does  not,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  permit  of  imprisonment  on  general 
warrants. 

Mr.  BELLOC  was  understood  to  ask 
if  Dinizulu  was  not  imprisoned  on  a 
general  warrant. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  It  depends  on 
what  the  hon. .  Member  means  by  a 
general  warrant.  If  he  means  a 
warrant  on  which  the  crime  is  not 
specified  that  mav  be  so,  but  in 
Dinizulu's  case  he  is  charged  under  an 
Ordinance  which  enables  the  arrest  on  a 
warrant  in  which  the  crime  is  not  stated. 

Indian  Immigration  in  NataL 
*Mb.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) :  I 
^g  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  StAte 
for  the  Colonies  whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  Natal  proposes  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  control  Indian  immigration  during 
the  coming  session ;  and  whether  or  not 
in  such  Bill  it  is  proposed  to  cancel  the 
licences  of  Arab  traders  ten  years  hence, 
the  State  compensating  the  losers  of  such 
licences. 

Colonel  SEELY :  A  statement  to  this 
■effect  has  been  made  in  the  Press,  but  no 
official  information  has  at  present  been 
received. 

Canadian  Immigration  Regulations- 

Mr.  REES :  I  Ijeg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Government  has  information 
to  the  effect  that  the  Government  of 
Canada  proposes  to  provide  for  the  control 
of  immigration  under  an  amended  regula- 
tion by  reciprocal  action  between  the 
country  of  citizenship  and  the  country  of 
•destination. 


Colonel  SEELY:  No  definite  pro- 
posal of  the  kind  indicated  by  my  hon. 
friend  has  at  present  come  before  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

National  Sleeping  Sickness  Bureau. 

*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Government  has  decided  to 
establish  a  national  sleeping  sickness 
bureau,  with  headquarters  in  London; 
whether  a  Convention  between  Great 
Britain  and  Germany  for  the  prevention 
of  the  spread  of  this  malady  is  contem- 
plated ;  and  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  any  information  on  this  subject. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  two  portions  of  my  hon.  friend'et 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
Secretary  of  State  hopes  to  be  in  a 
position  to  publish  detailed  information 
regarding  the  bureau  shortly. 

Eziffoptiation  of  Lagos  Natives- 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  compulsory  expropria- 
tion of  natives  at  Lagos  is  viewed  by  the 
native  population  with  alarm ;  and  if,  in 
order  to  ^lay  any  feeling  of  injustdca 
that  may  exist,  instructions  will  be  given 
that  land  elsewhere  will  be  grantra  to 
the  expropriated  natives. 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  am  in  a  position 
to  inform  my  hon.  friend  that  the  feelings 
of  the  natives  on  this  question  have  been 
exaggerated.  The  number  affected  ik 
about  350,  and  liberal  compensation  for 
expropriation  is  being  awarded  to  them. 
It  is  undoubtedly  the  policy  of  the 
(Governor  to  meet  the  point  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member.  There  are  large  unoccu- 
pied areas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town.  Part  of  the  land  is  already 
marked  out  into  building  sites  and  roads, 
axtd  further  land  will  be  similarly  marked 
out  as  soon  as  there  is  evidence  of  pres- 
sure of  population. 

Abeoknta  Treaty. 

Mr.  CATHCAUT  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce 
made  at  Abeokuta  between  His  Majesty's 
GU>vemment  and  the  Alake  on  the  18th 
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the  29th  June  and  29th  July,  1903,  be- 
treen  the  Alake  and  Sir  W.  M'Gregor  on 
the  question  of  tolls;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Alake  and  his 
people  consider  the  maintenuice  of  the 
said  tolls  aa  essential  to  their  indepen- 
dence, the  Government  will  view  with 
displeasure  any  attwnpts  to  abolish  them. 

Colonel  SEELY:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  treaty  and  letters 
referred  to.  His  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  glad,  in  the  interests  of  trade, 
to  see  the  tolls  abolished,  but  they  could 
not  be  abolished  except  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  some  other  arrangement  which 
would  provide  the  funds  required  for  the 
government  of  the  town  and  district,  and 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  native  chiefs. 

White  Labour  in  the  Transvaal  Uines. 

Mr.  FELL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colon- 
ies if  he  can  give  any  particulars 
uf  the  recent  experiment  to  introduce 
white  labour  into  the  Transvaal  mines ; 
and  if  he  has  any  official  information 
showing  that  of  forty-five  men  engaged 
not  one  would  continue  work  on  the 
second  day. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  learnt  from  Lord  Selbome, 
writing  under  date  the  13th  of  April, 
that  the  result  of  the  experiment  has  not 
been  altogether  satisfactory.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  men  refused  to 
undertake  the  wcurk  offered  to  them  on 
the  mines,  and  made  it  a  grievance  that 
they  should  be  called  upon  to  do  work  of 
the  kind  ordinarily  done  by  Kaffirs,  at 
the  rate  of  pay  ordinarily  given  to 
Kaffirs.  The  statement  issued  on  6th 
April  by  the  Rand  Unemployment  Com- 
mittee, who  made  the  arrangements, 
shows  that  of  the  395  men  whom  seven- 
teen mines  had  agreed  to  take  on  1st 
April,  only  121  were  still  at  work  at  the 
date  of  the  last  returns  from  the  mines. 
The  committee  are  not  entirely  dis- 
couraged by  the  first  results  of  the  em- 
ployment of  unskilled  labour  on  the 
mines,  yet  they  are  disappointed  that  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  men  sent  to  the 
mines  should  have  either  failed  to  appear 
or  left  the  properties  without  giving  the 
work  a  trial. 

Mr.  fell  :  Will  Papers  be  laid,  and 
will  they  show  the  rate  of  pay  to  the 
white  kibouiers  1 


Colonel  SEELY :  I  could  not  with- 
out further  inquiry  say  whether  Papers 
relating  to  this  matter  will  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House,  but  I  shall  be  glad  to 
give  any  information  I  can.  The  experi- 
ment now  under  discussion  is  merely  an 
experiment  with  unemployed.  It  hiu  no 
reference  to  tho  general  question,  about 
which  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
give  further  informati(m  later. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Graves- 
end)  :  Is  it  the  case  l^t  white  men  were 
employed  for  exacdy  the  same  wages  as 
Kaffirs  1 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  could  not  say  ofT- 
hand.  I  must,  however,  again  point  out 
that  this  experiment  has  t^en  place  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  unemj^oy- 
ment. 

Mr.  fell  :  Were  not  the  unemployed 
who  were  engaged  in  this  attempt 
miners) 

Colonel  SEELT  :  Not  necessarily ;  a 
great  nuuiy  were  not,  for  complunt  was 
made  that  they  could  not  earn  as  much 
by  ^eoe-work  because  they  had  no  ex- 
perience in  the  work. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER :  WiU  the 
hon.  Gentleman  ^ive  to  the  House  the 
exact  figures  relatmg  to  the  wages  of  the 
miners) 

Colonel  SEELY  said  that,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  put  down  a  Question, 
he  would  see  whether  he  could  do  sa 

>Oakijana. 

Mb.  G.  greenwood  (Peterborough) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
tox  uie  Colonies  whether  an  api^icatioD 
was  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Natal 
on  behalf  of  the  Zum  chief,  Cakijima,  for 
a  habeas  corpus  to  remove  him  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  martial  law  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Courts  of  Natal,  where  he 
surrendered ;  and  what  was  the  result  of 
the  application. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  aware  that  such  an  application 
was  made,  and  it  would  appear  from 
Press  telegrams  to  have  been  successful. 

The  Governor  has  been  requested  to 
tel^aph  a  summary  of  the  decision  of 
the  Court.  ^  , 
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Lord  Rayleigh'B  Oommittee  on  EzploslvM. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
meet  whether,  in  the  interests  of  science 
and  public  safety,  he  will  cause  to  be 
published  the  investigations  and  Report 
of  Lord  Bayleigh's  Committee,  which 
unanimously  recommended  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  seized  blasting  explosives 
containing  mercuric  chloride ;  or  whether 
he  can  publish  such  parts  as  can  be  made 
public  without  detriment  to  the  national 
interests. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.)  :  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  publishing  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  with  regard  to  the  seized 
blasting  explosives,  which  the  conference 
passed  unanimously.  With  this  exception 
then  is  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
conference  which  could  ue^ully  be  made 
public.  If  my  hon.  friend  will  put  down 
an  unstarred  Question  the  terms  of  ^e 
Resolution  shall  be  given  in  reply  to  it. 

Select  Oommittee  on  Police  Day's  Best 

Mb.  REMNANT  (Finsbury,  Holbom)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  can  now 
give  the  terms  of  the  reference  to,  and 
the  names  of  ithe  members  of,  the  Select 
Committee  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
one  day's  rest  in  seven  for  the  members 
of  the  police  force. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  afraid  not, 
Sir ;  but  I  will  do  my  heat  to  get  this 
settled  within  the  week.  Recent  events 
have  necessarily  caused  delay  in  this  and 
other  matters. 

Carmarthen  Prison, 
Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmar- 
thenshire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Uie  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Departoient 
whether  he  has  received  fuiy  communica- 
tions from  justices  at  quarter  sessions 
with  regard  to  a  proposed  order  to 
dispense  with  female  quarters  at  His 
Majesty's  prison,  Carmarthen;  whether 
it  is  proposed  to  send  in  future  all  female 
prisoners  from  the  three  western  counties 
of  South  Wales  to  Swansea  instead  of 
keeping  them  at  Carmarthen  prison; 
and  whether,  before  making  the  oraer,  he 
will  consider  the  hardship  which  the 
proposed  change  would  entail  of  sending 
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prisoners  to  Swansea  who  are  committed 
for  trial  from  parts  of  Cardiganshire  and 
Carmarthenshure,  and  also  the  additional 
cost  to  the  ratepayers. 


Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  received 
two  communications  to  the  effect  indi- 
cated. The  use  of  Oumarthen  prison 
for  the  detention  of  female  prisoners  is 
found  to  be  inconvenient  aiul  costly,  and 
these  objections  will  be  obviated  by  the 
new  arrangement  which  will  save  money 
to  the  taxpayers  and  throw  no  burden 
upon  local  rates,  all  expenses  of  the 
conveyance  of  prisoners  being  charged  to 
Imperial  funds.  If  the  new  arrangement 
is  found  to  cause  any  substantial  hard- 
ship to  prisoners  it  can  be  reconsidered, 
but  in  view  of  the  very  small  number  of 
female  prisoners  received  at  Carmarthen 
from  Cardiganshire  and  formuihen,  I  do 
not  think  this  will  be  tiie  case. 

Hew  Factory  buqpectors. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Leices- 
ter) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  is  now 
in  a  position  to  state  the  number  of  assist- 
ants to  whom  he  has  given  nominations  to 
enable  them  to  sit  for  the  examination 
about  to  be  held  for  the  appointment  of 
new  factory  inspectors ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  make  an^  modifications  in 
the  syllabus  of  subjects  set  for  this 
examination. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  nominated 
two  assistants  to  inspectorships  in  con- 
nection with  the  scheme  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  staff.  They  have  been 
appointed  under  the  special  powers  in 
Clause  7  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  4th 
June,  1870,  after  having  passed  a  qualify- 
ing examination  in  &e  subjects  of  factory 
law  and  sanitary  science;  and  will  not 
be  required  to  sit  for  the  ordinary 
examination. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD:  Were 
these  two  assistants  men  who  passed 
the  examination  some  time  ago?  Is 
it  the  fact  that  for  the  purpose  of  the 
increase  of  the  staff^no  further  nominations 
are  to  be  given  1 


Mr.  GLADSTONE:  They  are  the 
two  who  cfHDpeted  some  time  ago,  and 
there  are  no  nirther  nomii 
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Factory  Inspectors'  Qnaliflcations. 
Mr.  EAMSAY  MACDONALD  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stat©  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  will  ioform  the 
House  how  many  men  are  now  performing 
the  duties  of  factory  inspectors  without 
having  passed  examinatkms  in  factory 
law  and  sanitation,  and  how  many 
assistant  factory  inspectors  have  not 
qualified  in  these  subjects. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Eleven  junior 
inspectors,  appointed  under  the  new 
scheme  of  examination,  have  not  yet 
passed  the  deferred  examination  in 
factory  law  and  sanitary  science.  As  I 
have  explained  on  previous  occasions, 
inspectors  are  required  to  pass  diis 
examination  at  or  before  the  end  of 
their  period  of  two  years  probaldon. 
Inspectors'  assistants  are  not  required  to 
qualify  in  these  subjects,  but  in  their 
entrance  examination  they  are  required 
to  show  an  elementary  knowledge  of  the 
principal  provisions  of  the  law  relating 
to  workshops. 

Fatal  Accidents  in  Factories  and 
Workshops. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  number  of  fatal 
accidents  in  factories  and  workshops 
reported  during  March  last,  wMcK  show 
an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  number 
reported  in  March  1907 ;  whether  this 
increase  has  been  going  on  steadily  for 
some  years  ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  steps  to  find  the  causes  of  the 
increase  with  a  view  to  diminishing  it 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  aware  of 
the  figures  referred  to  in  the  Question, 
which  are  prepared  in  my  Department, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  too  much 
importance  should  be  attached  to  monthly 
H  actuations.  I  may  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  dock  accidents  for  the 
same  months  show  a  very  much  larger 
percentage  of  decrease.  So  far  as  regards 
fatal  accidents  in  factories  and  workshops 
the  hon.  Member  is,  I  think,  under  some 
misapprehension.  The  number  of  these 
accidents  has  not,  as  he  suggests,  been 
steadily  increasing  for  some  years ;  on  the 
euntrary  from  1900  to  1904  there  was, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  a  steady 
decline,  and  it  was  only  the  figures  of  last 
year  that  have  gone  back  to  the  level  of 


1900.  I  am  carefully  investigating  the 
whole  question  of  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  reported  accidents  under  t^e 
Factory  Act,  and  it  will  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Chief  Inspector  in  the  forthcomii^^ 
annual  Report. 

^prisonment  of  Manchester  Unemployed 
Leaders. 

Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester.  N.E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  has  called 
j  for  and  received  a  fieport  concerning  the 
I  imprisonment,  on  a  charge  of  conspirw^t 
j  of  a  numbei  of  leaders  of  the  unemployed 
I  in  Manchester ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can 
now  state  if  be  is  able  to  take  stc^  to 
release  the  men  or  reduce  the  sentences. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  carefoliy 
considered  these  cases.  I  must  point 
out  that  deliberate  conspiracy  to  do 
damage  such  as  this  was,  difiers  widely 
from  the  ordinany  case  ot  window  break- 
ing by  a  tramp  in  order  to  setnm  a  few 
nights  lodging  in  prison.  The  case  of 
Thompson  is  different  from  the  others, 
but  he  was  not  convicted  of  conspiracy, 
and  was  sentenced  to  twelve  months  only 
in  order  that  he  might  have  the  benefits 
of  the -special  Borstal  treatment.  I  regret 
that  I  see  no  reason  for  interference  in 
any  of  the  cases. 

Mr.  CLYNES:  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  considering  these  oases 
take  into  account  the  fact  that  the 
witness  on  whose  evidence  the  accused 
were  mainly  convicted,  had  himself  been 
in  prison  twenty-four  times  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  I  took  that 
into  careful  consideration,  and  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  Judge  and  jury  also  book  it 
into  ooiuideration. 

Mb.  LUPTON  <LincohishiTe.Sleaford) : 
Is  it  the  fact  that  these  men  were  sen- 
tenced to  twelve  months  im|Hisonment 
for  breaking  one  window  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  They  were  sen- 
tenced for  C(m8piracy. 

Mr.  LUPTON  :  Did  they  conspire  to 
break  one  window  T 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  They  broke  a 
windoW  of  the  v^^,9^^@^ogle 
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Coal  Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down.  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  Grovem- 
ment  intends  to  drop  the  Coal  Mines 
(Eight  Hours)  Bill ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
issue  a  Memorandum  explaining  that  it 
will  not  raise  the  price  of  cual,  in  view  of 
ihe  difficulties  experienced  by  traders  in 
contracting  for  future  delivery. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  Government 
has  no  intention  of  dropping  the  Bill. 
As  regards  the  second  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
printed  Answer  given  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr  Tydfil  on  the  14th  April. 

■  Mr.  W.  E.  HAEVEY  (Derbyshire, 
N.E.) :  When  will  the  Second  Beading  be 
taken  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  Is  it 
the  fact  that  only  25  per  cent,  of  the 
miners  will  be  affected  by  this  Bill,  the 
remaining  75  per  cent,  having  already 
got  eight  hours  1 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  proportions  stated  by  mj  Eon. 
friend. 

Hamstead  Ctolliery  Disaster- 

Mr.  MEYSEY-THOMPSON  (Stafio.d- 
shire,  Handsworth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  any  steps  are  being  taken 
by  the  Government  to  recognise  the 
efforts  made  by  the  miners  in  the 
Hamstead  Colliery  and  their  Y'orkshire 
colleagues  to  rescue  those  who  were  en- 
tombed, and  lost  their  lives  in  the  recent 
terrible  disaster  in  that  mine. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  Sir,  the 
question  is  at  the  present  moment  under 
consideration,  but  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement. 

Aliens  Act- Mr.  Churdiill's  Pledge. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  what  admini- 
strative measures  he  Toroposes  to  take  to 
carry  out  the  undertaking  in  reference  to 
the  Aliens  Act,  given  on  behalf  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  at  Manchester  by 
the  President  of  the  Brard  of  iSrade,  to 


improve  and  alter  thd  composition  of 
immigration  boards,  the  aboli^on  of  fees, 
as  to  interpretation  and  presentation  of 
evidence ;  whether  he  proposes  to  pro- 
vide'at  the  public  expense  legal  assistance 
to  would-be  immigrants,  uid  whether  he 
proposes  to  increase  the  number  of 
interpreters ;  and,  if  so,  how  many  inter- 
preters will  be  appointed,  and  if  he  will 
state  the  salary  to  be  given  to  each 
interpreter. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  As  to  the  com- 
position of  the  immigration  boards,  I  am 
awaiting  suggestions  from  those  who  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  present  membership, 
and  I  am  also  awaiting  information  as  to 
the  reasons  for  the  suggestion  that  the 
attendance  fee  payable  to  members  of  the 
boards  should  be  abolished.  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  the  number  of 
interpreters  requires  increasing,  but  so 
far  as  officers  under  my  control  are  con- 
cerned I  am  ready  to  take  all  possible 
steps  to  remedy  any  defect  in  the  present 
arrangements  for  interpretation  and 
presentation  of  evidence  which  may  be 
proved  to  exist.  The  Aliens  Act  makes 
no  provision  for  legal  assistance  to  would- 
be  immigrants  at  the  public  expense. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) :  May  I  take  it  that  the  Answer  to 
the  Question  whether  the  Home  Secre- 
tary proposes  to  carry  out  the  undertaking 
given  by  the  President  of  the  Board  ot 
Trade  k  in  the  negative  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  answered 
the  Question,  and  the  noble  Lord  must 
draw  his  own  conclusions  from  my 
Answer. 

Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
proposes  to  issue  any  new  regulations  or 
instructions  under  The  Aliens  Act,  1905; 
and,  if  so,  whether  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  for  the  discussion  of  their 
provisions  before  they  come  iuto  force. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  Answer  given  on  my  behalf 

on  the  30th  April. 

Mr.  FELL:  Th'!  right  hon. Gentleman 
has  not  answered  the  last  part  of  the 

Question. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Any  question 
relating  to  the  administration  ofi  the 
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Aliens  Act  can  be  raised  on  the  Home 
Office  Vote. 

Midwifery. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Qackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  GloTernment  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that  valuable  lives  of  poor 
women  are  sometimes  sacrificed  in  their 
confinement  through  the  absence  of  a 
doctor,  owing  to  uieir  inability  to  pay 
the  fee  for  his  attendance ;  and  whether 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  so 
far  vary  their  Circular  of  the  29th  July 
last  to  the  boards  of  guardians  on  the 
Midwives  Act  of  1902  as  to  make  the 
payment  of  the  doctor's  fee  compulsory 
by  the  guardiuis  instead  of  permisaiTe, 
as  1^  present. 

Thk  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  JoHN 
Burns,  Battersea):  The  guardians  are 
author^ed  by  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 
Act,  1848,  to  pay  for  any  medical 
assistance  rendered  to  a  poor  person  on 
tiie  happening  of  any  sudden  illness, 
although  no  order  has  been  given  for  the 
same  by  the  guardians  or  any  of  their 
officers,  or  by  the  overseers.  Under  ihis 
provision  the  guardians  may  pay  the  fee 
of  any  medical  man  called  in  on  the 
advice  of  a  midwife  to  attend  a  woman 
in  childbirth  in  any  case  of  difficulty. 
The  Board  are  not  empowered  to  alter 
thiBj>roTisiQn  so  as  to  matte  it  com^Isory. 
Under  the  regulations  which  are  in  force 
in  most  unions,  however,  it  is  compulsory 
upon  the  guardians  to  pay  a  fee  to  a 
Poor  Law  medical  officer  who  is  called 
on  to  attend  a  woman  in  childbirth  by 
order  of  a  person  legally  qualified  to 
make  the  order.  They  must  also  pay 
the  fee  if  under  circumstances  of  difficulty 
or  danger  he  visits  without  any  order 
any  such  woman  who  is  actually  receiving 
relief  or  whom  the  guardians  may 
subsequently  decide  to  have  been  in  a 
destitute  condition. 

BatsaUe  Valve  of  Idcttnasd  Fnmises. 

Mr.  LEVERTON  HARRIS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  he  can  state  what  is  the  present .  rate- 
able value  of  licensed  premises  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  what  is  their  present  con- 
tribution towards  local  taxation. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  The  Betomi 
made  to  the  Local  Groremment  Board  do 
not  show  the  particulars  referred  to  in 
the  Question,  and  hence  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  give  the  infonm^on  desired 
by  the  hon.  Member. 

Canadian  Mail  Contracts. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether,  before 
entering  into  any  contract  with  the 
Canadiui  Pacific  Railway  Company  for 
the  carriage  of  mails  to  Canada,  he  will 
give  an  opportunity  to  Irish  Members  to 
discuss  it ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  runs  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  through  American 
territory  and  cannot  therefore  be  described 
as  all- British  ;  is  he  aware  that  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific,  which  runs  wholly  through 
British  territory,  will  in  less  than  two 
years  have  a  port  at  Prince  Rupert,  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  that  this  port  will 
be  5U0  miles  nearer  to  Hong  Kong  than 
the  present  terminus  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway;  and  will  he  postpone 
entering  into  any  arrangement  with  Uie 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  until 
such  time  as  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific, 
which  will  be  a  faster  and  cheaper  route, 
are  in  a  position  to  tender  for  the 
conteact. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
May  I  also  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether,  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
the  matter  to  Ireland,  he  will  ensure  that 
that  this  House  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  any  new  proposals  as  to  the 
carriage  of  mails  to  Canada,  or  to  other 
countries  via  Canada,  or  any  proposals  of 
the  Government  of  this  country  with 
reference  to  what  is  known  as  the  all-red 
route. 

Mb.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  N.)  :  I  wish 
also  to  ask  the  Postmaster  ■  General 
whether,  before  entering  into  any  contract 
with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany for  the  carriage  of  mails,  he  wiD 

g've  an  opportunity  to  representatives 
Dm  Ireland  to  discuss  the  terms  of  it. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets.Poplar) : 
A  mail  contract  of  this  description  has 
to  be  ratified  by  the  House.  As  regards 
the  particular  contract  in  question  it  is  a 
continuation  for  three  years  of  an  exist- 
ing contract  at  a  ^nAt\^  t^^^^^^mt. 
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If  a  route  more  advantageous  dian  that 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bulway  Company 
should  hereafter  become  available,  its 

adoption  will  not  be  precluded  by  the 
proposed  contract  with  that  company. 

Sales  of  Weed  Killers. 
*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  r^re- 
senting  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Agriculture,  whether  the  Board  has 
made  an  order  to  the  effect  that  dis- 
infectants, weed  killers,  and  the  like 
preparations,  are  drugs  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act ;  and  whether  it  is  proposed  that 
such  disinfectants,  weed  Killers,  etc.,  if 
sold  by  others  than  registered  pharma- 
cists^  shall  have  a  label  attached  declaring 
their  efficiency  in  terms  of  certain 
recognised  standard  tests. 

Thb  TREASXJRER  of  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
setshire, S.)  :  The  reply  to  the  first  part 
of  the  Question  is  in  the  negative.  The 
conditions  under  which  the  articles  to 
which  my  hon.  friend  refers  should  be 
sold  are  under  consideration  by  the 
Joint  Committee  a^mointed  in  connection 
with  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 

♦Mb.  REES:  Are  there  not  certain 
tests  recognised  by  the  certain  Govem- 
mmt  departments  t 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
matter  is  under  consideration. 

Boyal  Oommission  on  Horse  Breeding. 

Mk.  LONSDALE  (Armagh.  Mid.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
■of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  when  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Horse-Breeding  will  be  published. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THK  TREASURY  (Mr.  Charles  Hob- 
house;  Bristol,  E.):  I  hope  early  this 
week. 

Mr,  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wi  nbledo  i) : 
What  is  the  cause  of  this  great  delay  1 
Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
Report  was  presented  to  the  Treasury  at 
least  three  weeks  ago!  Will  he  do 
everything  he  can  to  expedite  its 
production  1 


*Mk.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  has 
been  fully  answered. 

OriminalAppeal  Act— Shorthand  Writers 

Fees. 

Mr.  J.M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumbe  -- 
land,  Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  the  Treasury  propose 
to  increase  the  fees  for  shorthand  writing 
under  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act,  owing 
to  the  dissatisfaction  occasioned  by  the 
present  fees. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSB:  Perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  answer  this  Question. 
I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  increasing 
the  fees  payable  for  shorthand  writing 
under  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act ;  but  in 
addition  to  the  fees  prescribed  in  the 
scale,  an  allowance  will  be  made  for 
travelling  and  subsistence  expenses  when 
a  shorthand  writer  has  to  be  brought 
from  a  distance. 

New  Forest  Fires- 
Sir  ROBERT  HOBART  (Hampshire, 
New  Forest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  His  Majesty's 
Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests  has 
received  a  memorial  from  the  commoners 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Burley,  in  the 
New  Forest,  protesting  against  the  burn- 
ings of  gorse  and  heather  recently  carried 
out  by  the  Crown  authorities  in  that 
neighbourhood  ;  whether  application  had 
been  made  to  the  Crown  authorities,  and 
refused  by  them,  for  permission  to  cut 
such  gorsu  and  heather ;  whether  further 
application,  similarly  made,  expressly  to 
spare  from  burning  certain  spots  of  the 
forest  on  account  of  their  natural  beauty, 
has  been  entirely  disregarded  ;  whether 
he  ia  aware  that  dissatisfaction  has 
arisen  in  this  neighbourhood  and  the 
New  Forest  generwly  on  the  subject; 
whether  any,  and  what,  steps  will  be 
taken  to  control  in  the  future  similar 
action  giving  rise  to  so  much  local 
annoyance  ;  and  whether  he  will  cause  a 
special  and  independent  local  inquiry  to 
be  held  respecting  the  matter  nov 
complained  of. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  I  am 
informed  that  the  memorial  referred  to 
(from  the  commoners  and  other  inhabit- 
ants of  Burley,  in  the  New  Forest)  has 
been  received  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Wood?  *n  charge  of  the  New  ForesL 
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The  burning  complained  of  is  of  strips  of 
waste  by  the  roadside,  and  was  carried 
out  by  the  Commissioner's  instructions  as 
a  precaationary  measure  with  a  view  to 
reducing  the  risk  of  conflagrations  over 
large  areas  started  by  persons  passing 
along  the  roads.  I  understand  that  such 
fires  occur  frequently  every  year  during 
the  dry  season  of  the  early  spring  and, 
through  not  being  under  control,  are 
often  the  cause  of  great  damage  and 
disfigurement  to  the  forest.  No  applica- 
tion had  been  received  by  the  Crown 
authorities  for  permission  to  cut  the 
gorse  and  heather  on  the  strips  in 
question.  One  person  asked  that  certain 
gorse  might  not  be  burned,  and  his 
request  Was  met  as  far  as  possiUe. 
Several  applications  have  been  received, 
including  some  from  residents  of  Burley, 
asking  that  further  areas  might  be  burned. 
A  certain  amoimt  of  dissatisfaction  with 
what  has  been  done  appears  to  have 
arisen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burley, 
and  some  temporary  disfigurement  of  the 
forest,  as  seen  from  the  high  roads,  was 
unavoidable,  but  it  is  believed  that  in  a 
few  weeks  little  trace  of  the  burning  will 
be  visible,  as  the  ground  that  was 
blackened  is  already  becoming  green. 
The  Commissioner  will  personally  inspect 
the  areas  in  question,  and  the  matter 
will  continue  to  have  his  careful  considera- 
tion. 

Public  Expenditure- 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
expenditure  upon  public  works  and 
buildings  has  increased  from  £1,889,000 
in  1898-9  to  X3,029,000  in  1908-9  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  this  growth  in  so 
short  a  period,  he  will  follow  the  prece- 
dent set  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Publications  Committee,  which  has 
already  effected  large  savings  in  the 
Stationery  Vote,  and  ask  the  House  to 
appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  examine 
the  expenditure  upon  public  works  and 
to  report  from  time  to  time  whether  any 
economies  can  judiciously  be  effected. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  My 
right  hon.  friend  is  fully  aware  of  the 
usefulnesss  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Select  Committee  on  Official  Publica- 
tions; but  the  services  provided  for  in 
the  Vote  for  Stationery  and  Printing  and 
in  the  Vote  for  Public  Works  and  Build- 


ings are  very  dissimilar,  and  he  is 
inclined  to  doubt  whether  the  advantage 
to  be  obtained  would  justify  the  labour 
involved  by  adopting  the  suggestion  of 
his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Select 
Committee  on  National  Expenditure  that 
the  Treasury  should  at  fixed  intervals, 
perhaps  once  in  five  years,  exercise 
the  right  which  they  already  po^ess  to 
overhaul  and  systematically  revise  the 
staff  of  the  various  departments,  and  that 
an  Estimates  Committee  should  be 
appointed  continuously  in  the  same  way 
and  possess  the  same  powers  as  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee;  and  what 
steps  have  been  taken,  or  wUI  be  taken, 
to  give  effect  to  these  recommendatioDB. 

Mr.  CHARLES   HOBHOUSE:  My 
right  hon.  friend  will  give  further  con- 
sideration to  the  suggestion  made  in  I 
the  first  part  of  the  Question ;  but,  I 
as  at  present  advised,  he  feels  great 
doubt  whether    the    inquiries   reoom-  I 
mended    would    produce    any  result 
commensurate  with  the  time  and  labour 
which  would  be  involved.    As  regards 
the  latter  part  of  the  Quffition,  he  cannot 
at  present  add  anything  to  the  refdy 
given  by  the  late  Prime  Minister  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Keighley  Division 
on  the  18th  June  last. 

South  Afirican  War  Debt. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  is 
the  amount  of  the  debt  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  South  African  war  stfll 
remaimng  unpaid;  what  annuity  would 
be  required  to  pay  off  that  remaining 
debt,  with  interest,  in  fifteen  years; 
what  is  the  sum  now  anniially  devoted  to 
the  interest  and  reduction  of  debt, 
excluding  annuities  charged  upon  the 
estimates  for  works  loans,  over  and  above 
the  sum  so  devoted  before  the  war ;  and 
what  is  the  annual  yield  of  the  war  taxes 
still  in  existence. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE :  The 
Prime  Minister  will  deal  with  the  subjects 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  alludes  in  his 
Budget  statement,  and  I  do  not  propose 
to  anticipate  anything  which  he  may  have 
to  say. 
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Canadian  Mail  Contract- 

Mb.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  before  entering  into 
any  new  contract  with  the  Canadian 
Fadfio  Bailway  for  the  conveyance  of 
mails,  he  will  take  care  to  ascertain  the 
views  of  the  Irish  representatives  as  to 
the  feasibility  of  the  proposed  alternative 
route. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  The 
new  contract  cannot  be  concluded  until 
it  has  been  confirmed  by  a  Hesolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Horrich  More  Lands. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  public  notice  has 
recently  been  issued  by  the  royal  burgh 
of  Tain  to  the  effect  that  the  lands  of 
Morrich  More  are  to  be  let  for  grazing 
purposes  and  for  the  shootings,  or  to  b« 
used  as  a  rabbit  warren,  will  he  ascertain 
by  what  authority  it  is  proposed  to 
enclose  Morrich  More  with  a  fence,  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  depriving  the 
neighbouring  Orofters  and  others  of 
grazing  rights  which  they  have  enjoyed 
from  time  immemorial. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  The  facts 
appear  to  be  generally  as  stated  in  my 
hon.  friend's  Question,  but  the  matter  is 
not  one  in  which  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  any  jurisdiction.  If  the 
actions  of  the  burgh  of  Tain  are  an 
invasion  of  the  legal  rights  of  any  other 
parties  claiming  interests  in  the  lands 
involved,  these  rights  can  only  be  estab- 
lished in  the  ordinary  civil  Courts. 

Squatters  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 

Mil.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
at  the  recent  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Lewis  district  committee,  the  chairman 
stated  that  there  were  at  present  cottars 
and  squatters  in  the  Island  of  Lewis, 
representing  with  their  families  a  popula- 
tion of  7,200,  who  held  no  house  or  land, 
and  paid  no  local  or  other  rates,  this 
number  being  nearly  one-third  of  the 
whole  population  in  the  landward  ^art  of 
Lewis ;  and  will  he  state  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  to  improve  the  condition 
of  these  landless  people,  the  majority  of 


whom  are  the  sons  or  grandsons  of 
evicted  crofters. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  accept  the  state- 
ment of  facts  from  my  hon.  friend,  and 
the  subject  is  under  consideration,  though 
I  am  not  able  to  make  any  further 

statement  at  present. 

Smoking  Chimneys  in  the  Ldand  of  Itewis- 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
owing  to  the  chimneys  of  the  houses  built 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  at 
Aiguish,  Islsml  of  Lewis,  being  defective, 
the  tenants  suffer  greatly  from  smoke ; 
and  will  steps  be  taken  to  put  the 
chimneys  in  satisfactory  order. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  Steps  l»ve  been 
taken  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
to  cope  with  this  evil  and  if  the  result 
has  not  been  satisfactory  the  matter  shall 
be  further  investigated. 

Kingstown  Pier  Dispute. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
when  the  correspondence  between  the 
Post  Office  and  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company  and  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company, 
referring  to  the  permission  given  to 
the  latter  company  to  sail  from  the 
Carlisle  Pier  at  Kingstown, ,  will  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE;  Early 
this  week. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Is  the  hon. 
Grentleman  aware  that  these  papers  were 
promised  a  month  since  1  Will  he  see 
that  we  get  them  without  further  delay  1 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  There 
will  be  no  further  delay,  as  my  Answer 
says. 

National  Expenditure. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  ia 
aware  that  the  estimated  expenditure  on 
the  Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments is  nearly  £5,000,000  in  excess  of  the 
actual  expenditure  in  the  year  1905-6; 
and  whether  he  can  afford  the  House  any 
opportunity  of  a  general  discussion  of  the 
causes  of  this  increase  and  of  its  effect 
upon  the  taxpayers  <^gt(fegd<f9@fyOQle 
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Thb  prime  minister  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
ASQUITH.  Fife,  E.) :  An  opportunity  for 
such  a  discusBion  as  that  to  which  my 
faon.  friend  alludes  arises  every  year  on 
the  Motdon  to  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Oiril  Service  Estimates. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  Is  the  policy  of 
reduced  expenditure  to  which  the  Liberal 
Party  pledged  itself  at  the  last  general 
election  still  part  of  the  programme  of 
the  Liberal  Party  1 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  Certainly. 

HiniBterial  Salaries. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Gk)Temment 
Board ;  and*  if  so,  whetiier  this  increase 
will  be  provided  by  a  reduction  of  other 
Ministerial  salaries  or  by  increasing  the 
burdens  upon  the  taxpayer  ;  and,  in  the 
latter  alternative,  when  he  proposes  to 
ask  the  House  to  make  the  necessary 
grant. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  The  whole  question 
of  the  functions  and  statw  of  these  two 
offices  is  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Cabinet ;  and  I  am  not  at 

rsent  able  to  say  what  proposals  we  shall 
in  a  poeitioD  to  make  to  Parliament 

Ur.  Churchill's  Home  Bnle  Declarations- 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin 
University) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  has  made  any 
declaration,  or  authorised  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  make  any 
declaration,  to  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  United  Irish  League  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  effect  that  Home  Rule,  in 
the  sense  of  the  recent  Resolution  moved 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
city  of  Waterford,  would  be  put  by  the 
Oovemment  before  the  electors  at  the 
general  election. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  only  declarations 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
on  this  subject  of  which  I  have  any 
cognisance  are  his  public  utterances. 
What  my  right  hon.  friend  stated  in 
flubstance,  and  with  my  approval,  was 
this,  that  though  it  was  impossible  for 


him,  or  anyone  else,  to  determine  now 
what  issue  or  issues  would  be  before  the 
electors  at  the  next  general  election,  the 
disabling  pledge  which  he  and  others 
gave  applied  only  to  the  action  of  the 
existing  Parliament  and  that  at  its  ex- 
piration the  Liberal  Party  would  claim  and 
possess  a  perfectly  free  hand  to  deaX  with 
the  whole  problem  of  Irish  Government. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  during  the 
recent  election  in  North- West  Mancheater 
a  statement  under  the  signatures  of  two 
hon.  Members  of  this  house  (the  Members 
for  Waterford  and  for  the  Scotland 
Division  of  Liverpool)  was  published  in 
the  Press  to  the  s|>ecific  effect  of  tlie 
statement  contained  in  my  Question  % 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  have  seen  a  state- 
ment to  that  effect  I  am  not  respon- 
sible in  any  way  for  any  construction  pat 
upon  my  right  hon.  friend's  words  by 
others.  My  right  hon.  friend  assures  me 
that  after  the  statement  to  which  Uie 
right  hon.  Gtentleman  has  referred  was 
published  he  repeated  these  words  ;  and 
they  are  the  only  statement  for  which 
either  he  or  the  Government  is  respon- 
sible ;  and  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  nave 
already  said,  that  the  statement  I  author- 
ised, and  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
made,  was  in  the  terms  and  sense  which 
I  have  described  in  the  House. 

Mr.  LEVERTON  HARRIS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  Was  it  a  ccuidition 
of  the  pledges  given  at  North-West  Man- 
chester by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  he  should  have  the  official 
support  of  the  Irish  Party  in  that  fight  I 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  How  can  the  Prime 
Minister  know  that  t 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  Is  there 
any  manner  of  doubt  that  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland  is  still  a  cardinal  point  in  the 
programme  of  the  Liberal  Party  t 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  The  opinion  of  the 
Liberal  Party  and  of  the  Government  cm 
this  subject  was,  I  think,  sufficiently  and 
plainly  expressed  in  the  amended  Reso- 
lution to  which  we  agreed. 

Mr.  pike  PEASE  (Darlington)  :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  anything 
in  regard  to  Scotland  f 

[No  Answer  was  retujiied]. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister,  seeing  the 
general  favour  with  which  the  IrishTJni- 
versities  Bill  has  been  received,  whether 
an  early  day  will  be  named  for  the 
Second  Beading ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
can  now  fix  the  date. 
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Mb.  ASQUITH  :  The  Second  Reading 
will  be  taken  as  soon  as  the  state  of 
business  allows,  and  I  hope  before  long ; 
but  I  cannot  at  present  fix  the  date. 

Licensinir  Bill. 

Sir  henry  KIMBER( Wandsworth)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  what  is 
intended  by  the  GK)vemment  to  happen 
under  the  Laoensing  Bill,  either  during  the 
fourteen  yeus  time-limit  or  at  the  end 
of  that  period,  as  regards  hotels  of  which 
the  following  are  examfdes,  namely,  a 
hotel  built  on  ground  held  on  lease  at  a 
ground  rent  of  £1,600  a  year  and  on 
which  £150,000  has  been  spent  in  building 
and  equipment,  such  hotel  having  or  not 
having  a  tap,  and  a  hotel  built  on  a  free- 
hold site,  acquired  and  built  expressly  as 
a  hotel,  at  a  cost  of,  say,  including  equip- 
ment, £50,000,  and  which  only  supplies 
liquors  to  its  internal  guests,  and  having 
no  tap. 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  It  is  quite  impossible 
to  answer  an  abstract  question  such  as 
this,  or  even  to  say  what  will  happen  in  a 
concrete  case  during  or  after  the  next 
fourteen  years.  But  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  hotels,  to  which  the  holding  of  a 
licence  is  merely  auxiliary,  such  as, 
perhaps,  the  hon.  Member  has  in  mind, 
are  to  be  given  special  consideration  both 
in  regard  to  the  reduction  scheme  (see 
First  Schedule,  Modification  No.  2)  and 
in  regard  to  prohibition  (.tee  Clause  2  (6)). 

Mr.  AKEBS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  Does  the  Prime  Minister 
intend  at  the  close  of  the  Second  Reading 
debate  to  move  to  refer  the  Licensing 
Bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  1 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  Ves.  Sir. 

Lord  R.CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.):  Is 
it  intended  that  the  provisions  of  sub- 
section 2  of  Clause  3  shall  apply  t^o  all 
lioeoces  existing  at  the  end  of  the  reduc- 
tion period  1 


Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  subsection  2 
of  Clause  3  would,  in  the  absence  of  fresh 
legislation,  apply  to  all  licences  existing 
at  the  end  ot  the  ruduction  period ;  but 
it  was  quite  clear  from  the  wording-  of 
the  sumection  that  further  legislation 
on  this  subject  was  contempUted  a» 
necessary. 


PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 
♦Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  (York) :  By  the 
kind  permission  and  generous  indulgence 
of  the  House  it  has  become  my  unpleasant 
duty  to  have  to  make  a  pei-sonol  explana- 
tion. In  the  course  of  last  Thursday  after* 
noon  I  made  a  speech  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Licensing  Bill.  In  a  part  of  that 
speech  I  made  some  remarks  upon  Dntton's- 
Blackburn  Brewery,  and  in  pursuing  its 
unfortunately  somewhat  decadent  for- 
tunes I  had  occasion  to  refer  at  the 
conclusion  of  my  remarks  in  these  terms 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Patronage 
Secretary.  I  asked — and  The  Timer 
reports  me  correctly — 

"Who  w«s  the  fortanate  vendor!  His- 
name  was  Mr..George  Whiteley,  M.P." 

I  went  on  to  say  that  I  did  not  blame  the- 
Patronage  Secretary,  but  that,  considering 
the  high  canons  of  morality  which  had  been 
set  upoy  the  Prime  Minister  and  by  other 
prominent  speakers  on  the  Radical  side 
of  the  House  with  regard  to  brewery 
companies,  the  right  hon.  Member  mu;ht 
find  it  a  somewhat  difficult  task  when 
Monday  evening  came  to  dnve  the  im- 
maculate Radical  sheep  into  the  Radical 
fold.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was- 
not  present  when  I  made  these  observa- 
tions. I  regret  that  I  did  not  nve  him 
notice.  If  ne  had  been  present  I  believe- 
that  neither  in  manner  nor  in  matter 
would  he  have  taken  umbrage  at  anything 
I  said.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  saw 
me  personally,  later,  and  wrote  to  me — 
I  need  not  disclose  the  details  either  of 
the  conversation  or  of  the  letters  which 
passed  between  us;  but  in  effect  the 
right  hon.  Gentlenntn  asked  me  to- 
withdraw,  and  in  effect  I  replied  that 
I  should  wait  to  hear  his  statement,  and 
then,  if  that  statement  convinoed  me  that 
I  had  been  wrong,  of  course  I  should  at 
once  get  up  in  my  place  and  express  my 
regret.  I  understand,  however,  that 
according  to  the  practise  of  the  House  that 
course  is  not  open  to  me.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  make  his  statement 
it  would  not  be  open  to  mc 
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reply;  and,  therefore,  this  alternative 
pregenta  itself  to  me,  that  either  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  should  make  his 
speech,  and  I  should  be  forced  to  remain 
silent,  or  that  I  should  make  the  first 
statement.  I  say  now  deliberately  in 
the  face  of  the  House  that  what  I  said  in 
tbe  House  is  in  fact  substantially  the 
case,  and  that  I  cannot  in  any  way  with- 
draw from  the  position  I  took  up,  and 
if  the  House  will  grant  me  its  kind  ' 
indulgence  I  will  ex^ain  why.  j 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  understood  the  | 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  rising  to  make  ' 
an  explanation.   It  appears  that  he  has  | 
only  risen  to  repeat  what  he  said.    If  he 
is  prepared  to  withdraw  anything  from 
the  statement  which  he  made  on  the 
previous  occasion,  I  am  sure  the  House 
would  listen  j  but  if  he  is  not  prepared  to 
do  so,  he  has  no  staius  whatever. 

*Mb.  GEORGE  FABER :  The  moment 
you  rise  and  tell  me  that,  Sir,  I 
have  ^ne.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  What 
did  you  begin  for  1]  I  showed  no  ill- 
feeling  towanls  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  say  again  in  face  of  the  House  that  I 
adhere  to  what  I  said. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  really  taken  a  course  he  had  no 
business  to  have  taken.  I  may  say  he 
entirely  misled  me.  I  understood 
that  he  was  prepared  to  make  some 
explanation  as  to  how  he  fell  into  en-or, 
if  there  was  an  error.  If  he  is  not 
prepared  to  admit  that  there  was  any 
error,  I  am  afraid  the  House  will  not 
give  him  any  further  opportunity. 

Thk  PATRONAGE  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  George  White- 
ley,  Yorkshire.  W.R.,Pud3ey):  With  th^ 
permission  of  the  House,  I  desire  to  make 
a  personal  explanation ;  and  I  regret  that 
my  hon.  friend  has  not  seen  fit  to  with- 
draw from  the  position  he  took  up, 
because  I  have  given  to  him  as  fully  as 
I  possibly  could  all  the  details  of  the 
matter;  and  the  hon.  Member  knows 
exactly  what  I  am  going  to  tell  the 
House.  He  came  down  here  on  Thursday 
in  my  absence,  and  without  the  courtesy 
of  giving  me  notice  that  he  was  going 
to  attack  me  be  made  a  distinct  and 
categorical  statement  to  the  House.  He 
described  the  position  of  a  brewery  in 
Blackburn  that  had  been  floated  first  for 
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£500,000  and  re-floated  for  £750,000,  and 
said  that  the  profits  of  the  re-flotatioa 
went  into  the  pockets  of  the  render.  He 

said- — 

"  No  dottbt  hon.  Members  oppoeite  wen 
honung  to  know  who  was  the  f  ortiuiaM  vendor. 
Hia  name  was  Mr.  George  Wbiteley,  M.P. 
He  did  not  blame  the  Patronage  Socretary; 
bat  how  was  he  going  to  answer  to  the  hieh 
canon  of  morality  that  had  been  set  up  on  tne 
other  side  of  the  House  t  What  answer  conld 
he  make  to  the  Prime  Minister,  who  was  so 
strong  against  inflated  breweries  ? " 

And  then  he  continued  with  a  rhe* 
torical  display  which  had  nothing  about 
it  to  commend  it  except  the  fact  that  it 
was  destitute  of  one  element  of  truth. 
I  was  not  the  vendor  of  that  brewer}- ; 
I  never  owned  or  possessed  that  brewery ; 
and  I  had  no  hand  whatever  in  the  re- 
flotation  of  that  brewery  to  the  public 
And,  singular  to  say,  the  hon.  Member 
had  in  his  hand  when  he  made  that 
statement —because  he  showed  it  to  me 
within  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards — a 
prospectus  in  which  it  is  distinctly  aaid 
that  another  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Mr.  John  Fraser,  acting  on  behalf  of  a 
London  syndicate,  was  the  vendor  of  that 
brewery.  The  hon.  Member  shakes  his 
head.  I  have  not  seen  that  prospectus 
for  eleven  years,  except  in  the  hands  of 
the  hon.  Member.  I  am  prepared  to  pay 
£1,000  to  any  charity  the  hon.  Member 
is  willing  to  name  provided  I  am  wrong. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  he  is  wrong,  I  ask 
him  to  do  the  same.  I  leave  the  whole 
question  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Dublin  University,  who  has 
got  the  prospectus  in  his  hand. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) : 
When  can  I  have  the  stakes  ? 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  A  lead- 
ing Tory  paper  in  Yorkshire  with  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  York  was  indirectly 
connected  made  a  similar  statement  a  few 
years  ago,  and  was  communicated  with 
by  my  solicitors,  and  withdrew  and 
apologised.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
House  will  bear  with  me  for  two  miantes 
while  I  give  the  history  of  the  re-flotation 
of  the  brewery,  which  wilt  be  found  to  be 
absolutely  justifiable.  The  brewery  was 
part  of  the  estate  of  a  gentleman  who 
died  in  Blackburn  towards  the  end  <A 
1896.  Four  trustees  were  appointed,  of 
whom  I  was  one.  For  convenience  sake 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  the 
trustees    immediately  converted  that 
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brewery  into  a  sort  of  private  limited 
liability  company  and  issued  debentures 
to  the  public,  keeping  the  whole  of  the 
share  capital  in  their  hands.  And 
because  they  kept  the  whole  of  the  shares, 
they  issued  only  a  very  small  nominal 
amount  of  share  capital.  Just  at  that 
time — the  beginning  of  1897 — there  was 
a  boom  in  breweries.  Breweries  were 
being  bought  up  and  floated  by  syndi- 
cates all  over  the  countiy;  and  the 
trustees,  who  were  perfectly  contented 
with  the  position  of  the  brewery  as  a 
privately  managed  concern,  were  pestered 
and  worried  to  such  a  degree  by  over  a 
hundred  applications  coming  day  by  day 
that  in  the  end  they  were  <^liged,  in  the 
interests  of  the  trust,  to  consider  an  offer 
made  to  them  by  a  London  syndicate 
to  purchase  the  brewery.  The  trustees 
were  pressed  time  after  time  to  permit 
them  to  float  the  brewery  on  their  behalf. 
I  was  then  a  Member  of  the  House.  I 
knew  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of 
flotation  and  re-flotation ;  and  I  said  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  I  have  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  flotation  of  a 
public  company.  The  trustees,  in  the 
interests  of  the  estate,  met  the  syndicate. 
They  were  persuaded  to  put  a  price  on 
the  brewery.  The  whole  transaction  was 
completed  in  five  minutes,  and  the 
brewery  was  bought  and  sold  to  the 
syndicate  ;  and,  as  evidence  of  the  good 
faith  and  substantial  position  of  the 
purchasing  syndicate,  they  were  required 
to  XH^y  over  ^25,000  to  the  trustees 
before  the  trustees  put  their  hands  to 
paper  in  the  matter.  The  syndicate  then 
floated  the  brewery  at  a  considerably 
f>nhanced  price  j  and  naturally  the  proflts 
went  into  their  pockets  minus  the  cost  of 
notation.  In  justice  to  them  I  must  say 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  brewing 
trade  then  were  of  such  a  character,  and 
the  position  of  the  brewery  was  such- 
Che  mcreaaing  profits  shown  year  by  year 
were  so  substantial — that  the  issue  to  the 
public  was  made  at  nothing  but  a  reason- 
able figure  by  the  capitalists  I  have 
mentioned ;  and  at  the  present  moment, 
«ven  after  the  great "  slump  "  in  brewing 
profits — after  that  great  reduction — that 
concern  in  Blackburn  is  now  making  a 
profit  which  would  pay  a  full  rate  of 
interest  on  the  sum  of  money  the  trustees 
received  from  the  purchasing  syndicate. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  FABER :  What  is  it 
paying  on  the  ordinary  shares  ? 


Mb.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  There, 
again,  the  hon.  Member  is  discovering  a 
new  mare's  nest,  which  he  is  wonderfully 
clever  in  unearthing.  The  ordinary 
shares  have  been  obliterated.  The  hon. 
Member  did  not  tell  the  House  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  wiping  out  of  the 
ordinary  shares.  He  did  not  tell  the 
House  that  two  people  who  were  inter- 
ested in  that  brewery  and  had  preference 
shares  voluntarily  surrendered  a  certain 
number  of  preference  shares,  which  were 
given  in  exchange  for  the  ordinary 
shares,  and  so  the  preference  shareholders 
wiped  them  out. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  FABER :  For  how 

much  I 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  It  does 
not  matter  bow  much.  It  was  sufficient, 
in  the  minds  of  the  ordinary  shareholders 
to  make  them  accept  the  exchange.  The 
trustees  did  their  duty  to  the  state ;  and 
if  the  whole  transaction  were  to  be  done 
over  again  they  would  act  in  exactly  the 
same  way. 


COSTS  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from 
Standing  Committee  G. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  134.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed.  [No. 
134.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  208.] 


MUNICIPAL  KEPRESENTATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  209.} 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES) 
(UHAIHMEN'S  PANEL). 

Mr.  Stuart-Wortley  reported  from 
the  Chairmen's  Panel ;  That  they  had 
discharged  Mr.  Stuart-Wortley  from 
being  Chairman  of  Standing  Committee 
A,  and   had  appointed  ~ 
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Channing  to  act  as  Chairman  of  Standing 
Committee  A  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Stuart -WoRTLiY  further  re- 
ported ;  That  they  had  discharged  Mr. 
Eugene .  Wason  from  being  Chairman  of 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Scottish  Bills, 
and  had  appointed  Sir  William  Holland 
to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Scottish  Bills  in  his  place. 

Beports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEfF  BILL 


WORKMEN'S  EVICTION  (TRADE 
DISPUTES)  BILL. 

"  To  prevent  tiie  Evietion  of  Workmen 
in  certain  cases  of  trade  disputes,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Walsh ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Enoch  Edwards,  Mr.  Glover,  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  Dr.  Pollard,  Mr.  John  WanJ,  Mr. 
Thome,  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  Mr. 
James  Haalam,  Mr.  Clynes,  Mr.  William 
Abraham  (Bhondda),  and  Mr.  Albert 
Stanley  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  20th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  210.] 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Ordered,  "That  Mr.  Runoiman  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee." 

Ordered, "  That  Mr.  Hobhouse  be  added 
to  the  Committee."~(Jfr.  Whiteley.) 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(LICENSING  BILL). 

Ordered,  "  That  Che  Proceedings  on  the 
Licensing  Bill,  if  under  discussion  at 
Eleven  o'clock  this  ni^ht,  be  not  inter- 
rupted under  the  Standmg  Order  (Sittings 
of  the  House)."— (J/r.  Asquith.) 


LICENSING  BILL. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [28th 
April],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  nad  a 
serond  time." 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  oat  from  the  word  *  That  *  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
*  This  House  declines  to  proceed  farther  with 
a  measure  which,  while  failing  to  promote  the 
cauae  of  temperance,  violates  the  piinctples  of 
equity.  *— (Jtfr.  Cove)— instead  thneof." 


Question  again  proposed,  **  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  put 
of  the  Question." 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimble- 
don),   resmning    his    speech,    said : 
There  are  three   points  with  regard 
to  the  general  complexion  of  the  BUI 
to  which  I  still  desiie  to  devote  some 
observations.    The  first  of  them  is  tlus: 
According  to  my  mind  it  is  really  a 
misnomer  to  call  this  a  temperance  Bill 
at  all.    It  is  in  reality  a  Finance  Bill. 
Personally  I  feel  obliged  to  describe  it,  as 
regards  some  of  its  clauses  at  all  events — 
which  I  hope,  however,  will  be  la^ly 
modified  in  the  future — as  a  great  measure 
of  what  seems  to  me  a  financial  blunder, 
which  should  never  be  introduced  in  our 
time  or  by  any  Government.    I  believe 
the  Bill  is  &-aught  with   injury  and 
wrong  to  the  great  interest  with  wluch 
it  proposes  to  deal,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment the  injury  inflicted  is   by  no 
means  limited  to  that.    I  do  not  wish 
to  exaggerat«,  and  I  do  not  think  I 
shall  do  so  if  I  say  that  one,  and  by  no 
means  the  least,  of  the  injuries  inflicted 
by  this  Bill  is  that  it  has  given  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  shock  to  public  con- 
fidence.  You    have    frightened  and 
alarmed  every  other  interest   in  the 
country,  and,  in  my  opinion,  that  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  miscluevous  and 
most  dangerous  contingencies  that  apper- 
tain to  the  Government  of  this  country. 
Nobody  now,  no  matter  who  or  what 
he  is,  whatever  his  work,  calling,  busi- 
ness,  profession,   or   property,  know^ 
whether  he  may  not  be  disturbed  to- 
morrow.  It  is  now  the  tnm  of  the 
brewecB ;  to  •  morrow  it  may  be  that 
of  the  bankers  oi  anybody  else,  and 
it   is  because  that  is   the  situation 
to  -  day   that   I   have   described  this- 
Bill  as  having  given  a  shock  to  public 
confidence.    The  worst  of  it  is  this,  that 
although  the  Bill  may  be  destroyed,  and 
I  trust  most  earnestly  will  be,  yet  un- 
happily the  shock  to  public  confidence 
will  remain.   It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Government  are  inconustent  in  tlieir 
policy.     It     is      said     that  iAas 
is     a    great    measure    to  tliminiKh 
drunkenness  and   promote   the  cause 
of  temperance   amongst    our  people. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  admirable  ob- 
ject.  But  are  not  tl^^^^^^^^ts  of 
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Ireland  and  Scotland  part  of  our  people  1 
Smelj''  they  are,  and  if  this  is  the  object 
of  this  BiU  and  it  is  good  for  England, 
can  it   be  less   good  for   the  people 
of    the    other    two   countries    also  ? 
If  that  be  so,  why  is  it  not  extended  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland,   where  at  the 
present  time  it  is  notorious  that  the 
consumption    of    alcoholic    liquor  is 
greater  than  it  is  in  England?    If  the 
GrOTemment  did  extend  it  it  might 
bring  them  into  sharp  collision  with 
their  greatest  allies  and  principal  sup- 
porters in  those  countries.    But  if  that 
is  what  accounts  for  their  exclusion  from 
this  Bill,  I  must  remark  that  it  says 
very  little  for  the  genuine  character 
and  the  reality  of  the  Gtovemment's 
reforming  zeal  in  the  campaign  into 
which    they    have    entered  against 
the   evil    of    drunkenness.     At  this 
period  of  the   debate   it  i*  needless 
for   me   to   dwell   at    any   length  on 
the  measure  of  the  loss  they  are  going 
to  inflict  upon  large  numbers  of  the 
people  of  this  country.    That  has  been 
done,  I  think,  pretty  thoroughly  already. 
But  what  is  the  use  of  doing  so  in  the 
face  of  the  callous  indifference,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  of  the  Pront  l^asury 
Bench  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  the 
Bill  on  large  numbers  of  people  in  this 
country  ?    That  weighs  with  me  more 
than  anything  else  in  my  opposition  to 
this  Bill,  an  opposition  I  am  determined 
to  continue  to  offer  to  it.   One  hon. 
Member  of  the  Front  Bench  spoke  in 
terms  of  the  greatest  pity  of  the  poor 
and  widow  investors,   who,   he  said, 
would   suffer   greatly.    I   would  fain 
believe  the  pity  he  expressed  was  genuine, 
but  if  it  was,  what  pity  do  the  Govern- 
ment show  them  in  this  Bill  ?  Where 
19  it  to  be  found  in  any  single  one  of  the 
forty-seven  clauses  1   Why,  that  docu- 
ment as  it  stands  at  present  is  not  one 
but  a  whole  series  of  clauses  designed, 
and  very  cleverly  designed,  to  complete 
the  ruin  of  these  people.    I  say  that  it  is 
the  Government  and  the  Party  whj 
support  them  who  have  made  already 
and  are  continuing  to  make  the  position, 
vidxih.  they  declare  to  be  bad  enough, 
infinitely  worse.   fCriea  of  "  No."]  Yes, 
a  thousand  times  or  more,  as  is  shown 
by  the  opposition  to  their  measure  even 
at  the  present  moment  and  before  it 
VOL.CLXXXVII.  [Fourth  Series.] 
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is  carried — and  I  hope  it  never  may  be — 
into  law.   Let  me  ask  another  question. 
What  is  this  going  to  justify  ?    What  are 
the  Government  going  to  gain  by  these 
harsh  and  cruel  methods  that  they  are 
adopting  ?    Surely  they  must  know  by 
this  time  ;  they  surely  must  have  realised 
by  now  that  there  are  hundreds  of  humble 
investors  in  this  country  whom  this  Bill  in 
its  present  shape  will  bring  to  poverty, 
and  I  am  afraid  in  many  cases  to  absolute 
ruin.   What  are  the  Gkvemment  going 
to  do  ?    What  is  their  great  object  ? 
They  have  shown  us  nothing  at  the 
present   time  to  give  warrant  to  the 
Bill,  or  to  show  that  the  reduction  of 
the   licences   and  the   diminution  of 
drunkenness  will  proceed  pari  -passu 
together ;  that  the  substitution  of  clubs 
which  they  cannot  control  for  the  public- 
houses  which  they  can,  and  do,  is  likely 
to  lead  in  the  smallest  degree  to  the  spread 
of  temperance  among  our  people  so 
simply,  widely,  and  happily  as  everyone 
on  all  sides  of  the  House  desires.  All 
the  facta  and  figures  so  freely  quoted 
in  this  debate  appear  to  me,  and  I  have 
done  my  best  to  master  them,  to  lead 
to  absolutely  opposite  conclusions.  I 
believe  myself,  with  the  most  absolute 
sincerity,  that  this  measure,  whatever 
the  expectations  and  anticipations  of 
the  Government  may  be  with  regard  to 
it,  is  more  Ukely  to  lead  to  increased  con- 
sumption of  alcoholic  liquors  privatelj- 
or  otherwise.    It  will  be  enough  to  quote 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Gladstone,,  that 
there  are  three  great  principles  which 
ought  to  guide  us  in  the  consideration 
of  this  question,  and  one  of  them  is  that 
changes  should  be  made  with  due  and 
careful  regard  to  the  state  of  pubjic 
opinion  in  the  country.    That  reminds 
me  of  something  I  was  told  a  great  many 
years  ago — I  do  not  like  to  think  how 
many — ^by   Mr.    Delane,    the  famous 
editor  of  The  Times,  to  whom,  in  those 
days,  I  was  often  indebted  for  much 
kindness  and  encouragement.   What  he 
said  to  me  was  this — 

"  Now,  remember  that  od  any  question  of 
unusual  interest  and  public  excitement  the  letter- 
h»g  of  The  Times  is  almost  alwajrs  an  unfailing 
indication  of  public  opinion." 

I  do  not  know  how  far  the  private  post 
mayconvey  the  same  kind  of  information, 
but  this  I  do  know,  that  ne  verin  the  whole 
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course  of  my  political  career  have  I  had 
such  an  enormoua  number  of  communi- 
cations on  any  subject  as  I  have  had  on 
this,  except  one  other,  but  that  was  a 
very  different  kind  of  matter  altogether. 
But  if  these  private  letters  convey  any- 
thing, all  I  can  say  is  this,  that  the  tide 
of  public  opinion  must  be  running  at  a 
most  alarming  rate  against  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
unless  they  take  great  care,  it  seems  to 
me,  if  I  may  judge  by  my  experience, 
that  it  will  end  very  quickly  indeed  in  an 
irresistible  and  overwhelming  flood, 
which  in  all  probability  will  sweep  them 
and  their  Bills  away  together.  That  in 
all  probability  is  the  fate  which,  sooner 
or  later,  awaits  them.  I  would  venture 
to  appeal  to  His  Majesty's  Government, 
on  behalf  of  these  unhappy  and  un- 
fortunate investors  of  whom  I  have 
spoken,  who  are  in  no  way  whatever  to 
blame  for  the  position  of  the  licensing 
question  as  a  whole,  to  reconsider,  if  they 
will,  the  position  of  these  psrsons,  these 
thousandUt,  these  millions  of  investors,  to 
one  and  all  of  whom  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  in  its  present  form  will  be  a  most 
injurious,  unjust,  and  to  many,  I  fear, 
a  crushing  and  fatal  blow.  Most 
earnestly  do  I  hope  that  my  appeal  will 
meet  with  some  consideration  at  all 
events,  for  this  I  do  feel,  that  if  you 
adhere  to  what  you  call  the  fundamental 
provisions  of  your  Bill,  if  you  persist 
in  forcing  them  through  Parliament  in 
their  present  form,  not  only  will  you 
find  the  verdict  of  public  opinion 
entirely  against  you,  but  you  will  go 
down  to  posterity  with  the  execration 
of  your  victims  as  men  who  were  respon- 
sible, for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
English  Government,  for  the  most  un- 
called for,  for  the  most  heartless  and 
cruel  piece  of  public  confiscation  that 
was  ever  attempted  by  any  English 
Ministry  against  thousands,  nay,  agaiiist 
millions,  of  perfectly  innocent,  perfectly 
blameless,  and  perfectly  unoffending 
people  of  this  kingdom. 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Lloyd-Georoe,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  In  the  Ir.st  solemn 
words  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
addressed  to  this  House,  he  threat«ned 
us  with  a  flood  which  was  to  sweep  us 
away.    I  do  not  know  when  we  are  to 
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be  submerged  in  thia  alcoholic  deluge, 
but  in  the  meantime  we  must  do  our 
best  to  avert  the  evils  which  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  ia  prepared  to 
acknowledge  that  this  traffic  is  causing 
to  the  country.  I  have  listened  with  a 
good  deal  of  attention  to  the  bifurcated 
speech  which  he  has  delivered  partly  on 
Friday  and  partly  this  morning,  but  in 
the  course  of  that  speech  he  has  given 
the  House  pretty  well  all  the  stock 
arguments  ever  advanced  against  any 
measure  of  reform  in  this  House  of 
Commons.  We  have  had  "  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge " ;  it  is  simply  the 
beginning ;  it  is  to  lead  to  Socialism. 
It  is  rather  remarkable,  if  this  is  a 
Socialistic  measure — and  I  would  like 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  the 
phenomenon — if  it  is  a  Socialistic  measure, 
based  on  Socialistic  principles,  how  he 
accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  Socialistic 
Party  is  engaged  at  the  present  moment 
ill  fighting  all  the  can^dates  who  ate 
supporting  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  WeU,  I  informed 
the  House  that  the  Socialista  were  sup- 
porting it  with  enthusiasm  in  the  Honte 
of  Commons. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  know,  hot 
not  because  it  is  based  on  Socialistic 
principles.  They  are  supporting  it  oc 
its  merits,  exactly  as  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  is  supporting  it.  Ee 
surely  does  not  belong  to  the  Lidepend«it 
Labour  Party.  Then  the  right  htm. 
Gentleman  used  the  argument  of  omt- 
fiscation — this  argument  which  has  beer 
advanced  against  every  Liberal  measure 
from  the  days  of  the  Reform  Bill.  The 
owners  of  rotten  boroughs  used  the 
same  argument.  There  were  men  in 
those  boroughs  who  made  a  trade  out 
of  the  franchise  which  they  had  there. 
They  had  a  reasonable  expectation  from 
their  past  experience  that  they  wonld 
still  go  on  making  the  same  business. 
They  were  swept  away  without  <-om- 
pensation  ;  so  they  said  it  was  robbery. 
We  have  also  had  the  widows  and 
orphans  dressed  up  for  the  occaskm. 
Ever  since  I  have  been  in  this  ouse 
whenever  there  has  been  a-.r  Bill  or  any  act 
of  admliistration  of  a  Liberal  charactw. 
we  have  always  had  the  widows  and 
orphans  introduced.   It>  was  the  case 
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in  regard  to  the  taxation  of  ground 
values ;  they  seem  to  have  invested  in 
those.  In  respect  of  bad  housing  accom- 
modation, widows  and  orphans  liave 
invested  lai^eLy  t.i  that  olass  of  property. 
Then  as  to  Chi  lese  labour.  The  widows 
and  orphans  seem  to  have  picked  out  all 
the  worst  miaes  ia  South  Africa,  all  the 
mines  that  could  not  pay  without  coolie 
labour,  and  invested  heavily  in  them. 
I  thought  they  had  lost  all  their  money 
there,  but  it  seems  that  the  money  they 
have  lost  they  have  re-invested  in  Meux's 
brewery.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man trotted  out  "  The  Coach  and 
Horses."  That  is  a  most  useful  elec- 
tioneering wheeze,  but  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
investigate  the  circimistances  he  would 
liave  found  that  there  is  really  nothing 
ix>  it. 

Mb.  CHAPIJN  :  I  gave  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  asked  you  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  might  have  at  least 
taken  the  House  into  his  confidence. 
The  House  would  then  have  known  that 
the  facts  stated  have  nothing  in  common 
at  all  with  the  facts  as  they  really  are.  I 
will  deal  with  that  later.  I  want  to  come 
to  the  question  of  ezpectaticm.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  finally  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  is  a  Bill  which  will 
lead  to  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
drink,  and  yet  it  will  ruin  the  brewers. 
All  those  who  are  engaged  in  making  beer 
and  selling  beer  ate  to  be  reduced  to 
beggary,  and  yet  this  Bill  is  somehow  or 
other  going  to  increase  the  consumption 
of  dri^  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
a  very  remarkable  Bill  if  that  is  the  case. 
But,  having  listened  to  this  debate  for 
three  or  four  days,  there  is  one  thing  that 
has  struck  me  very  forcibly,  more  especi- 
ally in  listening  to  the  speeches  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  No  man 
listening  to  those  speeches  could  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  were  debating  a 
prop<»al  made  by  a  Government  which 
is  supported  by  all  the  organisations  that 
have  made  a  special  study  of  this  problem 
— debatii^  a  Government  Bill  to  deal 
with  the  greatest  social  evil  of  the 
moment,  an  acknowledged  evil,  not  dis- 
puted by  any  section,  and  acknowledged 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  those 


eloquent  words  which  he  used  towards 
the  close  of  his  speech. 

Sib  FRANCIS  LOWE  (Birmit^ham, 
E^baston) :  It  is  a  decreasing  evil. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  believe  that  that  is  thecase, 
but   I    am     sorry    to    sa}',  looking 
at   the  statistics,  it  is  not  decreas- 
ing ;   on  the  contrary,  in  some  respects 
it  is  increasii^,  and  far  and  away  the 
most    serious    increase    is     that  of 
female  drinking.   From  the  point  of  view 
of  the  future  of  the  race,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive of  any  graver  symptom  than  that. 
At  any  rate  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
denied  by  anybody  that  it  is  a  very  grave 
social  evil,  and  the  gravest  of  the  moment. 
Yet  nobody  listening  to  the  speeches  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  could  con- 
ceive that  we  are  really  d^ussing  the 
method  of  curing  that  evil.   On  the 
contrary,  it  is  all  about  'debentures,  and 
preference  sha-is,  and  investments,  and 
Stock  Exchange  transactions,  while  at  the 
bottom  of  the  whole  thing  you  have 
this   very   grave   social  symptom.  If 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  come  to  the  House  and  said :  "  We 
are   dissatisfied   with   your  proposals 
dealing  with  the  property  invested  m  the 
liquor  traffic,"  and  if  they  had  said : 
"  Provided  there  is  some  equitable  pro- 
vision made,  we  will  help  you  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  to  solve  the  problem, 
to  do  something  to  decrease  the  evil  of 
intemperance,  by  equipping  magistrates 
and  local  authorities  with  full  powers  to 
cope  with  the  evil,"  then,  speaking  for 
myself,  I  say  I  should  not  scrutinise 
so  closely  the  title  of  the  publicans 
and  the   licencees   to   even  generous 
treatment.    But  they  have  not  done  so. 
They  have  treated  it  purely  as  if  it  were 
a  property  question.    And,  therefore, 
we  are  bound,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
examine  the  claim  which  is  put  forward 
by  them  to  the  treatment  of  this  as  pro- 
perty and  to  examine  closely  the  char- 
acter which  they  claim  the  property  has 
and  the  treatment  which  ought  to  be 
meted  out  to  it  as  a  property  when  the 
State  takes  measures  for  the  purpose  of  cUs- 
possessing,  for  public  reasons,  those  who 
are  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  property. 
Well  now,  vrh&t  is  that  property  1  We 
have  heard  a  gB^.J^O^RSg  tested 
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lights.   The  licence  has  been  treated 

as  if  it  were  an  indefeasible  rested  right 
or  interest  in  the  licensees.    Who  has 
ever  said  so  ?    I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  will  probably  take  part 
in  the  debate  after  I  have  sat  down 
whether  he  oan  point  out  a  single  Act 
of  Parliament  or  a  single  decision  of  any 
Court  which  recognises  this  property  as 
having  the  character  of  a  vested  legal 
right.   I  am  dealing  with  the  problem 
before  the  Act  of  1904.   The  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  when  he  introduced  that 
Bill  made  it  perfectly  clear  that,  in  his 
judgment,  it  did  not  alter  the  law  as  it 
stood  at  that  time — he  did  not  intend 
that  it  should.  He  did  not  intend  to  con- 
fer on  the  licensees  any  right,  which  they 
did  not  possess  at  that  moment.  But, 
still  more,   practically  all  the  money 
invested  in  these  brewery  companies 
was  in  the  main  invested  on  the  strength 
of  the  law  as  it  existed  before  1904. 
There  has  been  very  little  money  in- 
vested since.   Therefore,  the  whole  ques- 
tion is:    What  expectation  had  those 
investors  when  they  put  their  money  in, 
and  is  there  anything  in  this  Bill  which 
defeats  that  expectation  ?    I  do  not 
want  to  enter  into  any  very  elaborate 
!egal   argument,    but    I   should  have 
thought  it  was  perfectly  clear  to  anyone 
who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  master 
even  the  elements  of  the  law  that  before 
1904  the  licensees  had  only  an  expecta- 
tion defeasible  either  on  misconduct 
or    in    the    absolute    discretion  of 
the   magistrates   whenever   they  con- 
sidered the  house  was  not  required  owing 
to  redundancy.    All  the  decisions  on 
that  point  are  perfectly  clear.   I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  do  better  than  quote  an 
extract  from  the  argument  in  the  Court 
o,f  Appeal  in  the  case  of   "  Sharp  v. 
Wakefield,"  because  I  think  that  puts 
it  as  clearly  as  it  could  possibly  be  put. 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  there  said — 

'*  Not  renewing  w  not  taking  away,  it  is  not 
giving." 

We  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
bargain  and  the  contract  in  the  course 
of  this  debate.  Mr.  Candy,  who  was 
then  the  leading  counsel  of  the  licensed 
victtutllers,  said — 

"  He  has  expended  his  money  on  the  strmgth 
of  an  unwritten  contract,  between  himaetf  and 
the  State  as  repreeented  by  the  local  authority, 
that  ao  long  as  he  conducts  himwlf  properly 
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and  ooounito  no  offence  against  the  ten  our  tf. 
bis  licence,  ao  long  will  he  be  allowed  to  keep  a 
licensed  house." 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  answers— 

"  Where  do  you  find  that  unwritten  cm- 
tract  ?  You  are  assuming  the  pinnt  which 
you  have  to  argue." 

Lord  Justice  Fry  said — 

"  If  you  have  got  a  contract  yon  can  enforce 
it." 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  then  went  on  to 
say — 

"  It  is  A  blank  assumption  in  the  way  of 
argument  of  the  thing  which  you  have  got  to 
prove.  You  say  that  there  is  an  unwritten 
contract  that  the  magistrates  will  renew.  That 
is  the  very  thing  that  you  have  to  prove." 

Mr.  Candy  said — 

"  Then  perhaps  I  ought  to  omit  the  words. 
'  Relying  on  an  nnwritten  contract.' " 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said — 

"  He  has  nothiflgto  rely  on ;  he  has  got  a 
licence  for  one  year  uSd^othing  more." 

Lord  Justice  Fry  said- 

"  Hp  cannot  create  an  ohflij^tion  on  the 
jnaticRS  from  any  expectation  ofl^.°*'*l__^ 
cannot  deprive  them  of  any  discrelSiP"  vested 
in  them  because  he  chooses  to  cip*5it  some- 
thing." 

Well,  that  is  the  position  to-day.\ 
was  purely  a  Iksence  for  a  year  end  . 
longer.   The  magistrates  not  merely  ha^ 
absolute  discretion  to  withhold  the  re' 
newal  of  the  licence,  but  they  exercised 
that  discretion  constantly,  not  merelv 
on  the   grounds   of  misconduct,  but 
because  in  their  judgment  the  house  was 
not  necessary,  and  superfluous  houses 
rather  conduced  to  intemperance  in  a 
neighbourhood.   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  has  quoted 
Mr.    Qladstone   and    Mr.  Gladstone's 
opinions  in  1880.    I  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman   was   present   in  the 
House  when  Mr.    Gladstone  later  on 
arguing  the  question  in  1890  stated  that 
after  the  decisions  in  the  Darwen  and 
"Sharp  V.  Wakefield"   cases  he  had 
changed  his  opinion,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  after  these  decisions,  he  said,  it  was 
m^de  perfectly  clear  to  everybody  that 
the  licencee  had  no  right  to  r?newal, 
and  thf  t  therefore  there  was  nothing  to 
complain  about.   This  is  what  Mr.  Glad- 
stone said  on  that  occasion — 

"  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Pr?9idetit 
of  the  Local  Gov^ni^mey|^@^M[(Be  the 
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honour  to  quote  from  speeches  made  by  me 
Hboat  ten  years  ago  " — 

(the  very  speeches  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quoted  heie) 

— "  pomagea  favouring  within  limit  of  terms, 
and  faTouring  in  some  degree  the  principle 
of  compenHation  in  its  application  to  the  liquor 
trade.  I  should  have  been  obliged  to  the  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman  if  he  had  mentioned  two 
circumstances  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  one  of 
them  material  and  the  other  vital  to  the  cases 
now  before  the  House.  The  one  that  is  material 
is  that  the  law  has  been  cleared  and  settled 
Aince  that  date  in  a  manner  which,  in  my 
judgment  and  in  the  judgment  of  most  men, 
saving  the  distinguished  exception  of  the 
Solicitor-General,  is  highly  unfavourable  not 
only  to  the  doctrine  of  vested  interests  which 
the  Home  Secretary  shrinks  from  maintaining 
in  those  terms,  but  likewise  to  the  doctrine 
of  permanent  interest  on  the  part  of  the  publican 
in  his  annual  licence." 

So  he  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  he  had 
altered  his  view  in  regard  to  the  question 
of  compensation,  ^d  he  went  on,  in 
the  course  of  tJie  same  speech,  to  say 
that  never  had  he  committed  himself  to 
compensation  to  anybody  except  the 
licensee  who  was  actually  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  licence  himself.  That  makes 
a  very  substantial  difference  in  the  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  Gladstone  on  this  matter. 
With  legard  to  that  position  we  are 
told  :  '*  Yes,  you  say  it  is  only  an  ex- 
pectation ;  but  you  tax  it."  There 
was  a  question  put  this  afternoon  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tewkesbury  in 
order  to  show  that  the  Inland  Revenue 
at  the  present  moment  taxed  it  as 
property.  Well,  of  course,  it  has  a 
market  value.  But  so  have  new  licences 
jrranted  under  the  Act  of  1904.  There 
you  have  no  right  to  renew.  It  was 
specifically  provided  by  the  then  Prime 
Minister,  for  he  said  yon  must  make  it 
clear  in  future  that  you  are  going  to 
create  a  new  licence — there  is  to  be  no 
right  of  renewal.  They  are  absolutely 
within  the  discretion  of  the  Bench. 
And  even  if  you  had  local  option  in- 
troduced here  to-morrow  you  would  still 
have  an  expectation  which  w6uld  have 
a  market  value.  Take  Canada.  It  is 
perfectly  recognised  there  that  a  licence 
is  for  one  year  and  no  longer.  Nobody 
disputes  it.  The  law  takes  away  the 
licence  without  a  penny  of  compensation, 
though  you  get  local  option  over  the 
whole  of  the  Dominion  practically.  By 
a  vote  you  can  put  an  end  to  every 
licence  in  the  district,  and  still  those 
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licences  have  a  market  value.  There 
a  licensee  in  a  particular  district  says  : 
"  We  have  had  local  option  in  this 
particular  country  for  about  twenty 
or  thirtv  years,  but  it  has  not  been 
exercised."  Take  Montreal  or  Toronto. 
There  they  say  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
exercised.  They  gauge  public  opinion 
and  they  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
as  far  as  Toronto  and  Montreal  are 
concerned,  there  is  not  the  remotest 
probability  that  there  will  be  any  public 
vote  which  will  take  away  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  publican  of  renewal.  What 
is  the  result  ?  A  licence  there  has  a 
market  value  which  it  has  not  got  in  a 
rural  district  which  is  much  more  liable 
to  fluctuations  of  public  opinion,  and 
where  you  may  get  a  vote  which  may 
deprive  the  licensee  of  his  licence. 
That  is  exactly  the  case  here.  The 
magistrates  have  the  full  power  to  with- 
hold the  renewal  of  a  licence,  but  the 
licensee  says  they  have  not  done  so ; 
they  have  only  done  so  in  cases  of  mis- 
conduct, or  in  cases  of  redundant  houses 
which  would  create  a  good  deal  of  mis- 
chief ;  and  they  just  calculate  the 
probabilities  of  the  market  and  th6y 
buy  that.  Well,  that  is  a  real  market 
value  which  can  be  taxed  in  Canada 
and  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
It  is  taxed  here,  and  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  one  case  and  the 
other.  Before  I  dispose  of  this  question, 
I  would  like  to  answer  our  point.  It 
is  said — I  think  it  is  said  to-day  in  a 
leading  article  in  The  Times — that  it  is  true 
that  the  licence  may  technically  have 
only  been  granted  for  one  year,  but  still  it 
is  acknowlec^ed  as  a  matter  of  ctistom 
and  unbroken  habit  that  there  was  a 
right  of  renewal.  That  is  not  the  case. 
Times  out  of  number  magistrates  have 
withheld  licences  on  grounds  not 
merely  of  misconduct,  but  of  re- 
dundancy ;  and  any  one  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  the  book  of  Mr. 
Sidney  Webb  on  the  licensing  system 
in  England,  where  he  seems  to  have 
taken  an  infinity  of  pains  and  trouble 
in  order  to  get  at  the  facts  and  facts  which 
previously,  I  think,  have  not  appeared 
in  any  hwtory,  can  see  that  for  himself. 
What  happened  ?  At  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth,  and  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  centuries,  when  the  law 
was  substantially  ,£^^,  ,itj^^'0>e?f<3gii§t^ 


{4  May  1908} 


1687 


Licensing 


{ COMMONS} 


Bill 


1683 


licences  had  been  granted  probably  for  the 
last  200  or  300  years  for  the  same  house  ; 
but  the  magistrates,  under  the  influence 
of  public  opinion,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that   there   were    too   many  licensed 
houses  in  the  country.    What  did  they 
do  ?    They  had  no  power  to  grant 
compensation.     They   never   went  to 
Parliament  to  ask  for  powers  to  grant 
compensation ;   on  the  contra^,  they 
sat    down    and   they   examined  the 
problem ;     they  sent  to  the  church- 
wardens and   the  clergy    and   got  a 
report  from  them  of  the  number  of 
public-houaes  in  each  pariah,  and  on  the 
basis  of  those  reports  they  swept  away 
without  any  compensation   under  the 
powers  which  were  in  existence  up  to 
1904   thousands   of   public-houses  in 
England   and   Wales.    Then   came  a 
reaction.    But  is  not  that  the  history 
of  all  human  progress  ?    Still  we  are 
getting  on.    But  the  good  was  done 
in  the  meantime,  and  they  rushed  to 
the  other  extreme  as  you  are  doing, 
and  they  said  :   "  Now  let  us  have  free 
licences."   But  free  licences  were  just 
as  much  a  confiscation  of  the  pro- 
perty  of  the    licensee   as  reduction. 
Supposing  that,  instead  of  introducing  a 
Bill  to  reduce  licences  by  30,000,  my 
right  hon.  friend  had  introduced  a  Bill 
to  abolish  licences  altogether,  and  to 
make  the  sale  of  beer  and  spirits  as  free 
as  the  sale  of  bread — what  would  have 
happened  %    Yon   would   have  confis- 
cated ten  times  more  property  than  by 
this  Bill.   That  is  what  the  magistrates 
did.    First,  they  swept  away  thousands 
of  licences  because  they  were  redundant, 
and  then  they  expanded  the  number  of 
licences  and  so  reduced  their  value. 
Then  we  come  to  the  do-nothing  period, 
and  then  during  the  twenty  years  before 
the  Act  of  1904  benches  of  magistrates 
were  beginning  to  reduce  licences  by  the 
thousand,  purely   because   they  were 
superfluous.   What  right  has  any  pur- 
chaser or  investor  to  assume  that  the 
law  guaranteed  to  him  an  indefeasible 
title  ?    The  law  declared  emphatically 
in  every  Court,  from  the  magistrates  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  that  there  was  no 
indefeasible  right,  that  the  discretion 
of  the  magistrate  was  unfettered,  and 
that  it  had  been  exercised  in  thousands 
of  cases,  so  that  the  licensed  trade  knew  ; 
and  if  anything  further  was  required 
Mr.  IM^d-Ckorge, 


there  was  the  warning  given  by  the 
Home  Secretary.   He  circularised  t^m 
and  told  them  that  these  decisions  made 
it  clear  that  they  had  no  vested  interests 
in   their   licences.    Of  these  brewery 
companies  which  practically  came  into 
existence  between  fifteen  and  twenty 
years  before  the  Act  of  1904,  as  much 
as  95  per  cent,  of  the  capital  was  in- 
vested in  this  period  when  the  law  had 
been  declared,  and  no  investor  could 
possibly  have  been  taken  in.    But  we 
have  foreign  and  Colonial  precedents. 
The  law  in  the  Colonies  is  exactly  what  it 
is  here.    There  was  an  annual  licence 
granted,  and  yet  what  have  the  Colonies 
done  ?    LocaI  option  laws  have  been 
passed,  and  high  licence  laws  have  been 
passed  without  any  compensation.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Dulwich  has  been  very 
emphatic  in  Us  approval  of  the  sugges- 
tions that  the  Government  are  guilty 
of  a  great  act  of  confiscation  in  imposing 
a  fourteen  years  time-limit.    The  hon. 
Member  comes  from  New  Brunswick. 
What  has  happened  there  ?    In  New 
Brunswick  an  Act  has  been  passed 
whereby  the  Lieuteuant-Qovemor  may 
cancel  all  licences  in  a  parish  on  the 
demand  of  the  parishioners.    And  the 
licences  are  to  be  entitled  to  receive 
what  ?    Fourteen  years  time-limit  ?  No, 
a  pro  rcAa  rebate  of  the  licence  fee  paid 
by  him  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the 
year.    The  hon.  Member  for  Dulwich 
ought  to  be  ashamed  to  come  from  such 
a  colony.    In  Canada,  what  is  the  time- 
limit  ?   Ninety  days.   With  ninety  days 
notice  any  parish,  without  compensation, 
can  adopt  a  resolution  that  no  liquor  shall 
be  sold  within  its  boundaries.    In  the 
United  States  the  case  is  still  more 
significant,  and  for  this  reason.  The 
United  States  is  the  only  country  in  the 
world  where  they  have  a  constitutional 
law  for  the  protection  of  property. 
The  Times  Financial  Supplaneni  the 
other  day  called  attention  to  that  fact, 
and  to  the  claim  put  forward  in  New 
York  that  investments  were  safer  in 
America  than  in  any  European  country, 
because  a  law  could  not  be  passed  dealing 
with   property  without  the  Supreme 
Court's  declaring  it  ulUra  vires.    Yet  in 
that  country  they  pused  in  tens  of 
States  laws  conferring  on  the  locality 
power  to  wipe  out  licences  without  the 
payment -of  a  single  penny.   If  that  is 
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confiscation,  why  does  not  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  ia  the  most  sensitive  Court, 
in  the  world,  interfere  ?  They  have 
not  done  so.  I  m^ht  ask  hon.  Members 
opposite,  that  being  the  law,  what  claim 
they  can  put  forward  for  the  liquor 
trade's  receiving  exceptional  indulgence. 
I  should  like  to  point  out  one  circum- 
stance. A  good  deal  of  its  profit  must  be 
a  I  rofit  on  excessive  drinking  and  on 
illegal  drinking.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  convictions  for  drunkenness  !  It  all 
goes  to  swell  the  claims  for  compensation. 
Take  the  finance  of  the  trade.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Spen  Valley  in  the 
very  powerful  contribution  which  he 
made  to  this  debate  has  quite  sufficiently 
exposed  that.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Walton  Division  quoted 
a  few  cases  the  other  day  ;  and  he  was 
very  indignant  about  the  robbing  of 
people  who  had  invested  their  money 
in  a  certain  brewery.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  mixes  up  his  statistics 
and  his  law  so  much  with  his  jokes 
that  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  discriminate. 
But  he  produced  certain  figures  on  the 
First  Readiug,  and  he  was  asked  to  show 
how  they  were  made  up.  He  has  not 
yet  thought  fit  to  comply  with  that 
request. 

MR.AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Worcestershire,  E.) :  He  expkuned 
that. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Yes,  but 
he  has  had  two  months  to  produce  them  ; 
and  certainly  brewery  figures  and  finance 
cannot  be  accepted  without  investigation. 
I  wonder  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  investigated  his  cases  very 
thoroughly  i  I  invite  him  to  do  so. 
What  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  several 
of  these  brewery  companies,  and  the 
noisiest  of  them  1  There  are  two  cases 
I  know.  Most  people  when  invited 
to  invest  in  debentures  assume  tha+  they 
are  a  first  security  on  the  property. 
What  is  the  fact  in  relation  to  these 
brewery  companies  ?  They  buy  public- 
house  after  public-house,  mortgaging 
each  in  tnm.  Then  they  obtain  a  valua- 
tion of  the  premises,  deduct  the  mort- 
gages, and  issue  a  prospectus,  not  saying 
that  there  are  mortgages,  but  giving  the 
balance,  the  mere  equity  of  redemption. 
They  give  the  public  the  impression 


that  the  valuation  is  one  of  the  property 
as  it  stands ;  and  then  people  invest 
in  the  debentures,  and  the  result  is  that 
in  many  cases  they  lose  their  money. 
Then  these  pepple  talk  about  widows 
and  orphans. 

0 

Mr.    HARMOOD-BANNER  (Liver- 
pool, Everton) ;  May  we  have  the  names  1 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :    I  have  no 
objection  to  giving  the  names.    As  far 
as  property  is  concerned,  all  you  have 
is  this  shadowy  expectation  dependent 
on  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates,  up 
to  the  end  of  1904.   It  is  true  that  under 
that  Act,  under  the  pressure  of  the  trade, 
something  more  was  given.    But  that 
is  property  that  belonged  to  the  people. 
A  right  was  taken  from  the  public.  When 
it  is  suggested  that  Government,  in  the 
interest  of  the  public,  are  taking  away 
private  property,  that  is  called  robbery. 
What  name  should  be  given  to  the  taking 
away  of  the  property  which  belongs  to 
the  public  ?    [Cries  of  "  Political  job- 
bery."]  What  in  this  Bill  do  we  o£Eer 
in  substitution  for  this  purely  shadowy 
expectation  ?    First  of  all  a  time-limit 
of  fourteen  years,  which  is  the  most 
liberal   allowance   ever  given,  except 
in  one  case,  in  any  temperance  Bill  in- 
troduced throughout  the  Empire.  If 
any  licence  is  taken  away  in  the'  mean- 
time compensation  is  given.  I  have  heard 
a  good  deal  of  criticism  on  the  basis  of  the 
compensation.    That  compensation  de- 
pends entirely  upon  the  extent  to  which 
the  brewer  has  been  honest  to  the  public 
in  supplying  the  facts  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  and  the  assessment  committee. 
If  he  chooses  to  pay  a  nominal  rent  and 
produce  that  to  the  Revenue  officer  as  the 
real  rent ;    if  he  prefers  that  the  rent 
should  be  paid  under  the  name  of  "  barrel- 
age  ; "  if  he  prefers  to  cook  the  accounts 
and  never  to  reveal  it  until  he  brings 
forward  his  claim  for  compensation,  then 
he    must    suffer    like    other  people. 
This  is  over-cleverness,  I  suppose.  Take 
the  "Crown"  ease  given  by  the  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman   the   Member  for 
Kingston  in  his  very  able  speech.  He 
put  the  "  Crown  "case,  and  said  that  under 
this  Bill  the   compensation  would  be 
something  trivial.    Very  well,  but  why  ? 
I  will  tell  him.  The  '*  Crown  "  case  is  one 
where  the  rent  of  the  l«*flse  was  £20. 
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Very  well,the  time  came  when  the  "Crown" 
had  to  be  paid  compensation,  and  suddenly 
it  was  discovered  that  the  real  rent  was 
not  £20  but  £150.  Why  and  how? 
"  Oh  "  it  was  said.  "  it  is  by  putting  in 
I5s.  a  barrel."  ami  that  was  the  real  ren* 
which  was  the  basis  on  which  the  Judge 
computed  the  compensation,  but  in  the 
meantime  what  had  happened  ?  That 
was  the  rent  which  was  given  to  the 
Inland  Revenue  officers,  but  £150  was 
not  the  rent  given  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Poor  Law.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
those  gentlemen  who  owned  the  house 
were  patriots,  and  yet  they  were  defraud- 
the  Revenue  of  perhaps  two-thirds  of 
what  they  were  entitled  to  pay  as  a 
contribution  towards  bringing  the  war 
to  an  end.  They  took  away  all  this 
money  from  the  poor — the  very  poor  who 
whom  they  had  helped  to  create.  They 
defrauded  the  Revenue,  defrauded  their 
fellow  ratepayers,  defrauded  the  share- 
holders, defrauded  each  other  as  to  the 
basis  of  compensation,  and  then  when 
we  propose  to  protect  the  victims  they 
turn  round  and  say  :  "  What  thieves 
you  are ! "  If  I  were  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Kingston  I  do  not 
think  I  would  quote  the  "  Crown  "  case 
again.  Look  at  all  these  cases,  and  take 
this  Return  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department. 
Look  at  the  compensation  paid,  and  look 
at  the  basis  on  which  these  houses  con- 
tributed either  to  the  Revenue  or  to  the 
local  rates.  A  little  public-house  at 
Wandsworth  is  compensated  by  payment 
of  £4,600  for  the  licence,  not  for  the 
house.  If  the  licence  is  taken  away, 
what  would  the  goodwill  be  worth  without 
the  licence  ?  Here  was  a  little  bit  of 
a  house,  which,  if  you  were  to  let  it, 
would  only  bring  in  about  £45,  It  was 
absolutely  unfitted  for  a  purpose  of  this 
kind,  but  if  you  took  the  basis  of  com- 
pensation you  would  find  tliat  it  was 
not  paying  half  of  its  real  contribution  to 
the  revenue  and  the  local  rates.  Their 
first  duty  is  to  be  honest  with  their  neigh- 
bours, and  this  will  help  them  to  be  so, 
and  to  that  extent  it  will  do  them  good. 
Very  well,  then,  at  the  end  of  the 
fourteen  years  the  State  resumes  the 
monopoly  value.  Now  what  is  the 
monopoly  value  ?  Let  me  say  what  it  is 
not.    It  is  assumed  that  it  means  that 

Mr,  Lloifd'George, 


the  State  will  take  over  all  the  pubhc 
house  business  of  the  country.  Nothing 
of  the  sort.  [An  Hon.  Meuber:  I  wish 
it  would.]  There  is  an  hon.  Memb« 
who  would  like  the  State  to  start  bonneBS 
in  that  line.  That  is  what  the  monopoly 
value  is  not.  You  take  away  nothing 
from  them  in  the  monopoly  value  which 
would  legitimately  belong  to  them  in 
common  with  other  businesses.  I  think 
the  best  plan  is  to  take  some  other 
refreshment  business.  Suppoob^  you 
had  a  refreshment  house  to  supply  food 
in  any  part  of  London.  What  is  it  that 
gives  it  its  value  ?  There  is  the  locality 
to  begin  with.  Then  there  is  the  skill 
and  business  aptitude  of  the  manager,  and 
there  is  in  addition  to  that,  for  it  is  part 
of  the  value,  the  fact  that  it  has  a  repu- 
tation for  cheapness  or  quality,  or  ft 
combination  of  both,  and  people  go  to  it 
through  force  of  habit  or  they  are 
attracted  to  it  in  that  kind  of  way 
by  reputation.  Ail  that  is  legitimate 
business.  It  is  business  that  enables 
refreshment-house  keepers  who  have 
licences  to  make  fortunes  at  the  present 
moment.  But  supposing  you  said  to 
the  refreshment-house  keeper,  say,  an 
"A.kC."  or  a  "Lyons":  "We  will 
step  in  and  prevent  anybody  else  from 
opening  another  refreshment  room  within 
so  many  yards  of  you,"  it  is  quite  clear 
that  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  a  good 
deal  for  that.  They  have  built  up  their 
business  as  the  result  of  their  skill,  but 
if  you  give  them,  in  addition  to  that, 
protection  against  competition  that  in 
itself  has  a  market  value.  That  is  all 
that  is  taken  and  all  that  it  is  proposed 
to  resume  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years. 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  business. 
If  they  sell  good  beer,  if  they  keep  a  good 
house,if  they  attract  business  legitimately, 
all  that  is  their's  still,  and  it  is  not  well 
that  they  should  have  more.  Anything 
that  belongs  to  the  State  and  which  con- 
fers a  special  protection  given  to  them 
against  competition  —  against  a  man 
setting  up  next  door — that  they  have 
got  to  pay  for  and  ought  to  pay  for. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  principle,  there 
will  be  no  greater  power  conferred  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years  than  was 
possessed  by  the  magistrates  before,  and 
what  was  the  power  of  the  m^dstoatea 
before  1  The  power  of  the  magistrates 
was  to  bit  down  and  consider  what  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOgIC 


1693 


Lieeming 


{4  Mat  1908} 


1694 


needs  of  the  locality  were.  It  was  not 
merely  their  power  but  their  duty  and 
business.  They  sat  down,  as  we  find 
recorded  in  the  volume  by  Mr.  Sidney 
Webb,  they  asked  reports,  made  inquiries, 
investigated  the  matter,  and  got  to  know 
what  the  needs  of  the  locality  were,  and 
what  would  be  good  for  the  locality. 
Well,  having  discovered  what  the  locality 
wanted,  they  were  bound  to  decide 
on  that  and  on  no  other  consideration. 
That  is  exactly  what  will  happen  after- 
wards, with  this  difference,  that  the 
locality  will  declare  for  itself  what  it 
wants  instead  of  having  to  send  for  the 
magistrates  to  make  inquiries,  put  men 
in  the  witness-box,  and  get  evidence. 
The  magistrates  will  say :  *'  We  will 
await  the  decision  of  the  locality  itself." 
The  old  system  was  local  option  through 
the  witness-box;  'in  future  the  system 
will  be  local  option  through  the  ballot 
box. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  Does  the  right 
hon .  Gentleman  say  that  j  ustices, 
when  an  application  to  renew  a  licence 
is  made,  are  entitled  to  compel  the 
licensee  to  put  the  licence  up  to  auction 
and.  pay  the  produce  to  the  public 
author!^  % 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  do  not  know  what  that  has 
to  do  with  the  point  with  which  I  am 
dealing. 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sa}^  that  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  time-limit  the  licensee 
is  precisely  in  the  same  position,  that 
he  is  restored  to  the  same  position  as 
before  1904.    I  think  that  is  not  so. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  point 
I  was  making  was  in  regard  to  the  power 
of  suppression,  of  the  power  they  had 
to  regulate  the  number  of  licences. 
They  have  exactly  the  same  power  as 
before.  The  question  asked  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  whether  it 
is  desirable  that  there  should  be  power 
of  that  kind.  That  is  a  matter  for  argu- 
ment, which  I  consider  quite  subordinate 
to  the  general  plan.  I  am  dealmg  with 
-the  broad  principle,  and  I  think  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  see  that 
the  power  vested  in  the  magistrates 


before  is  exactly  the  power  vested 
afterwards,  with  the  difEerence  that 
they  will  await  the  directions  of  the 
locality  in  futiure,  instead  of  calling 
witnesses  to  ascertain  the  needs  of  the 
locality.  What  then  are  the  temper- 
ance provisions  contained  in  the  Bill  ? 
There  is,  first  of  all,  the  provision  for 
reduction  of  licences.  The  necessity 
for  reduction  is  admitted  by  the  trade, 
and  it  is  admitted  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  made  out  what  no  doubt 
he  considered  a  good  case  for  the  trade, 
and  one  thing  that  struck  me  very  much 
in  his  opening  speech,  when  speaking 
from  a  good  deal  of  experience,  was 
that  he  said  that  a  reduction  would  be  of 
very  little  use  except  in  the  congested 
areas.  Well,  I  am  not  disposed  to  dis- 
agree with  him.  Is  not  that  exactly 
the  case  where  you  get  reductions  under 
this  Bill  ? 

Mr.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  :  I  do 
not  think  I  said  that.  I  said  that  that 
was  one  of  the  cases  in  which  reduction 
would  be  useful. 

Mr.  LLOYB-GEORGE  :  Very  weU; 
I  take  the  same  view.    It  was  the  view 

taken  by  the  majority  of  the  Commission 
in  their  Report.  Wherever  you  have  an 
area  where  the  population  ha"*  congre- 
gated in  one  particular  spot,  and  when 
the  neighbourhood  is  sodden  with  alcohol, 
that  is  a  case  where  reduction  will  ba 
invaluable.  But  as  everybody  knows 
these  are  the  poorest  districts.  Go  to 
the  well-to-do  suburbs  and  you  find 
they  take  very  good  care  that  there 
are  no  public-houses  in  their  locality. 
There  was  a  phrase  which  fell  from  the 
lips  of  the  hon.  Gentleman — I  do  not 
Imow  whether  inadvertently— when  he 
talked  of  the  nuisance  of  a  public-house 
near  yonr  own  dwelling.  That  is  a 
nuisance  with  which  the  poor  have  to 
put  up.  The  brewer  never  tolerates 
it ;  the  rich  do  not  put  up  with  it ; 
the  powerful  classes  who  control  the 
benches  of  magistrates  take  good  care  that 
they  never  have  this  nuisance  near  them. 
But  when  you  come  to  the  poorer  districts 
you  find  this  incessant  expenditure  on 
drink  which  drags  them  down  deeper 
and  deeper  into  the  depths  of  humanity 
where  one  dare  not  follow  them  furUier. 
These  are  the  districts  where  you  find 
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this  congestion,  and  that  is  what  this 
Bill  seeks  to  remedy.  I  lemember  what 
The  Times  stud  about  these  dist^cts — 

"  For  a  Bcene  ot  hanid  vioe  and  fiHh  and  lust 
and  furore,  all  drawn  into  one  point  and  there 
fermenting,  a  man  might  search  the  world 
over  and  not  find  a  rlTal  to  a  thriving  public- 
hoiue  in  a  low  drinking  neighbourhood," 

These  are  the  public-houses  that  this  Bill 
will  get  rid  of. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  tell  the  House  the 
date  of  that  ?   [An  Hon.  Member  on 

the  Ministerial  Benches :  Does  that 
alter  the  truth  of  it  ?] 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  It  was 
March,  1881.  Does  the  hon.  Member — 
and  he  ought  to  know — deny  that  there 
are  public-houses  of  that  character  now  ? 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "Answer,  " 
"Guilty,"  and  "Order."]  These  are 
the  public-houses  that  ought  to  be 
swept  away,  and  it  is  about  time  that 
they  were.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  property  and  debentures, 
and  of  the  determination  of  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  make 
this  a  property  question.  But  what 
has  been  their  contribution  to  the  re- 
moval of  this  great  social  evil,  which  is 
sinking  so  many  hundreds  of  thousands  i 
They  say  :  "  Look  at  the  Act  of  1904  ; 
is  not  that  doing  everything  ?"  Well, 
what  is  it  doing  1  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  it  is  getting  rid  of  a  few  small  houses 
but  its  value  is  going  to  be  less  and  less 
instead  of  more  and  more.  It  is  getting 
rid  of  a  cheaper  class  of  houses  at  an 
extravagant  price.  A  very  remarkable 
article  in  the  Westminster  Review  shows 
how  the  public-house  knows  that  its  time 
is  coming.  It  is  because  of  that  that  its 
accounts  are  fattened  for  the  slaughter.  A 
year  in  advance  the  patronage  increases 
enormously:  free  drinks  all  round.  That 
is  why  we  have  those  swollen  figures 
of  miserable  little  public-houses  here 
and  there  throughout  the  country. 
When  we  gradually  get  rid  of  these 
small  ones  there  are  others  we  must 
get  rid  of  as  well.  Take  those  pointed 
at  by  The  Times.  They  are  crowded 
and  doing  an  enormous  trade  even  in 
these  poor  districts.  That  is  our  com- 
plaint ;  that  is  the  evil.  But  you  have 
fo  buy  them  out  by  and  by,  and  where 
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is  your  money  to  come  from  ?  There 
is  none  left.  Your  fund  will  be  bankrupt 
when  you  begin  the  real  business.  There 
is  another  thing.  As  a  matter  of  fzct 
the  Act  of  1904  has  done  away  almost 
entirely  with  penalising  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  publicans.  What  is  the 
public-house  you  get  rid  of  now  ?  The 
public-house  is  as  badly  conducted  as 
ever,  and  ou^^t  to  be  abolished  without 
one  penny  of  compensation.  But  what 
happens  ?  There  comes  the  compassion, 
to  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Kingston  referred,  for  the  poor  licensee. 
The  magistrates  do  not  wish  to  deprive 
him  altogether  of  compensation.  If  there 
was  a  sort  of  half-way  house,  and,  they 
could  give  him  a  small  sum,  it  would 
be  a  different  thing.  But  they  have 
to  give  either  the  full  value  or  nothing : 
and  although  there  are  cases  of  mis- 
conduct full  compensation  is  given  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  public-house. 
Under  this  Bill  there  will  be  no  induce- 
ment for  a  publican  to  get  rid  of  his 
bouse  in  that  way  ;  the  inducement  will 
be  for  the  publican  to  behave  in  such  a 
way  as  to  survive.  That  will  be  a  much 
more  important  incentive  to  the  cause 
of  temperance  than  the  other.  If  yon 
make  it  worth  his  while  to  behave  so 
as  to  induce  the  local  authority  to  give 
him  compensation  you  will  put  him 
on  his  good  behaviour.  The  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  Bill,  from  a  temperance 
point  of  view,  is  that  it  secures  a  free 
hand  to  the  State  at  the  end  of  the 
time-limit.  That  is  what  happened  ic 
Canada,  and  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  in  Australia.  I  would 
not  like  to  dogmatise  as  to  the  best 
methods  of  spreading  temperance  and 
suppressing  excess.  There  are  endless 
varieties  of  experiments  that  have  been 
tried,  and  I  do  not  know  that  we  have 
got  to  the  end  of  them.  But  why  should 
we  not  experiment  2  After  all,  every 
social  reform  is  an  experiment ;  and,  at 
any  rate,  these  experiments  in  Canada, 
in  others  of  our  Colonies,  and  in  parts 
of  America,  are  promoting  temperance. 
We  should  here  have  an  absolutely  free 
hand ;  that  is  the  great  thing  to  have. 
That  is  the  great  thing  to  aspire  to  in 
order  to  deal  with  these  evils  without  this 
complication  of  property.  What  is  the 
alternative  of  right  hon.  GentlemeQ 
opposite  ?   I  have  onlvmet  with  one. 
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£rom  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Worcester,  who  spoke  with 
special  favour  of  Germany,  where  there 
was  abmiduit  opportmiity  for  drinking 
and  atil!  sobriety.  Virtue  guarant«ed 
by  the  State !  Well,  the  right,  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  very  fond  of 
observing  precedents.  Germany  is 
alwa}^  either  a  bugbear  or  a  model. 
The  German  Army,  the  German  Navy, 
the  German  fiscal  system,  and  now  it 
is  German  beer  1  The  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  believes  in  the  British  workman 
and  his  wife,  on  the  German  model, 
going  to  a  beer-house,  eating  black  bread 
and  drinking  Lager  beer,  simply  because 
a  deputation  from  Birmingham  saw 
German  working-raen  doing  it  without 
getting  drunk.  Well,  I  have  heard 
of  the  Canadian  model.  The  Canadian 
drinks  one-fourth  of  what  we  do  in  this 
country.  He  does  it  by  means  of  legis- 
lation which  deprives  the  working-man 
of  unlimited  opportunities  of  ge*'*"ing 
drunk.  That  is  the  ideal  we  wish  to 
aspire  to.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  moved  the  Amendment  made 
the  only  other  contribution.  And  what 
is  it  ?  He  has  admitted  the  evil.  He 
says  something  must  be  done,  but  Ids 
only  contribution  is  censure,  and 
criticism,  and  condenmation.  What  ray 
of  hope  is  there  in  that  ?  Has  he  no 
proposal  to  deal  with  this  evil  ? 

Ah  HON.  MEMBER  (ot\  the  Oppo- 
sition Benches) :    Give  us  a  chance. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  We  gave  you 
a  chance,  and  what  a  mesa  you  made  of 
it  !  The  difficulty  would  have  been 
infinitely  less  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
contribution  of  your  Bill.  The  evil  is 
surely  a  gigantic  one.  That  is  not  denied. 
There  are  200,000  convictions  for  drimk- 
pnness,  and  that  is  only  a  token  figure. 
I  have  served  as  a  magistrate's  clerk, 
and  I  knew  these  cases.  They  are  not 
tne  case  of  a  man  who  gets  occasionally 
drunk,  but  of  the  hardened  drunkard — 
not  of  a  man  who  merely  staggers  along 
the  street,  but  of  a  man  who  is  a  nuisance 
to  his  neighbours  and  is  disorderly. 
They  are  the  regular  army  of  drunkard^, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  do  not  represent 
one-tenth  of  the  dranl»nneas.  And  then 
there  is  the  vaster  nnmW  of  people,  who, 
without  actually  getting  into  the  clutches 


of  the  law,  and  without  actually  getting 
drunk,  spend  upon  drink  the  money 
which  ought  to  provide  the  food,  cloth- 
ing, and  shelter  of  their  families,  and 
actually  gradually  kill  themselves  with 
drink.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  the 
problem  of  whether  moderate  drinking  is 
useful,  or  harmless,  or  healthful.  Let 
us  assume  that  it  is.  At  any  rate,  excess 
rots  the  constitution  in  every  fibre,  and 
who  will  deny  that  there  is  a  prodigious 
excess  in  the  drink  bill  of  this  country  ? 
£160,000,000  a  year;  £22  per  family! 
The  drink  bill  of  Canada,  if  we  had  it 
here,  would  mean  a  drink  bill  of 
£40,000,000.  A  surplus  of  £120,000,000 
would  double  the  housing  accommodation 
of  the  country.  Take  any  test.  At' 
excess  which  depresses  the  vitality  and 
the  energies  of  the  race  is  responsible  for 
an  enormous  waste  of  national  resources. 
It  is  not  a  material  thing.  It  is  the 
faculties  of  health  and  strength, 
of  brain  and  heart,  which  go  to  make 
a  great  nation,  which  are  depressed  and 
destroyed  by  this  agency.  And  if  any 
one  wants  to  know  what  it  is  doing  let 
him  study  the  eflfect  of  the  sad  excess 
of  the  drink  Bill  on  the  child-life  of  this 
country.  I  am  not  talking  merely  of 
the  infantile  mortality  that  is  attributable 
to  drink.  There  is  a  deeper  wrong, 
and  a  more  lasting  wrong,  that  is  in- 
flicted upon  the  childhood  of  the  nation, 
and  through  the  children  on  the  nation 
itself — ^upon  our  children  who  are  ill- 
fed,  ill-clad,  ill-housed,  ill-trained,  through 
drunken  mothers  and  through  the  selfish- 
ness of  sodden  fathers.  AVhat  is  the 
result  ?  The  nation  has  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  those  children  growing  up 
with  enfeebled  frames,  quite  incapable 
of  bearing  their  allotted  share  of  the 
burdens  of  citizenship.  And  what  about 
the  statistics  of  cruelty  to  children  ? 
The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children  reckon  that  in  the  course 
of  eleven  years  they  had  to  deal  with 
half  a  million  of  children  who  had  been 
treated  with  deplorable  cruelty  very 
largely  through  their  drunken  parents. 
Well,  now  we  set  out  to  protect  them, 
and  we  are  called  robbers !  All  X  can 
say  is  this,  that  if  it  were  robbery,  I 
would  rather  be  such  a  robber  than 
the  friend  of  a  trade  which  converts 
the  love  of  parents  into  this  torture 
and  cruelty.    Then  there  ig  the  crime 
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of  the  land.  Great  Judgeshave  declared 
that  most  of  the  crime  that  comes  before 
them  is  directly  traceable  to  drink. 
Magistrates  and  police  bear  the  same 
testimony.  Take  also  those  men  and 
women  who  have  devoted  their  lives 
to  saving  the  human  wreckage  which 
is  tossed  about.  They  are  unanimous 
in  their  testimony  as  to  the  effect  of 
drink.  Wherever  you  find  those  poor 
creatures  gathered  together,  whose  brain 
is  shattered,  wherever  you  find  human 
beings  huddled  together  in  loathsome 
squalor  and  wretchedness,  wherever  you 
find  men  living  in  a  condition  of  vice 
.ind  crime,  they  alt  bear  testimony  that 
drink  is  the  prime  agency  in  the  creation 
all  this  unsightly  mass  of  pain  and 
degradation.  And  I  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment would  fail  abjectly  in  its  duty 
if,  through  any  base  fear  of  any  force 
or  combination  of  forces,  they  were 
to  shrink  from  doing  all  in  their  power 
to  cut  out  from  the  social  organism 
this  most  malignant  growth  that  drains 
the  vitality  of  the  nation. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :  I  think  the  right  hon. 
GenUeman  must  have  been  well  aware 
that  IhoBe  of  us  who  oppose  this  Bill  do 
not  oppose  it  because  we  do  not  recog- 
nise the  evils  of  drunkenness.  The 
real  point  of  the  discussion  which  we 
embarked  upon  last  week  is,  Is  this  Bill 
a  true  and  good  remedy  for  the  evils 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
80  eloquently  portrayed  1  And  the  very 
fact  that  what  he  hab  called  the  gigantic 
«Til — ^t^e  very  fact  t^t  drunkenness 
is  admitted  to  be  a  national  vic^ — 
that  very  fact  connotes  the  existence  of  a 
great  number  of  people  in  this  country 
who  are  victims  of  excessive  indulgence, 
and  a  great  number  of  others  who  ay  mpa- 
thise  with  them  in  that  infirmity.  Directly 
that  is  admitted  it  becomes  of  vital 
importance  not  to  add  to  the  large 
number  of  human  beings  who  are  already 
affected  by  this  infirmity  any  other 
persons  in  this  country  who  love  fair  play 
and  honebt  dealing,  because  depend 
upon  it,  the  whole  history  of  the 
bubject  referred  to  in  that  book 
which  he  mentioned  shows  that  the  one 
result  of  unfair  and  unduly  harsh  legis- 
lation is  to  produce,  and  produce  almost 
immediately,  a  violent  reaction  which 
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does  more  harm  to  the  cause  of  temperance 
which  we  all  desire  to  see  advanced  than 
if  measures  prudent  and  moderate  are 
taken  iot  the  diminution  of  the  evil. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  given 
some  arguments.  I  promibe  to  follow 
them.  He,  in  company  with  the 
Prime  Minister,  has  laid  down  what 
he  believes  to  be  the  fundamental  con- 
dition of  the  law  with  r^pect  to  this 
subject,  and  I  have  no  quarrel  with 
their  btatement  of  the  law  to  far  as  !t 
goes,  but  I  say  it  is  incomplete.  They 
have  said  that  no  lawyer  would  deny 
that  the  justices  have  power  on  the 
application  for  renewal  of  a  licence  not  to 
renew,  and  that  if  they  do  not  renew  that 
licence  no  Court  in  the  country,  in  the 
absence  of  fraud  or  corruption,  will  re- 
verse that  decision.  I  accept  that  state- 
ment of  the  law  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  I 
think  both  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
confuse  the  power  to  reduce  any  licence 
with  the  power  to  reduce  all  licences. 
I  say  that  what  is  true  ot  the  unit  is  not 
true  of  the  mass.  Let  me  give  a  simple 
example.  Supposing  a  bench,  consisting 
of  gentlemen  like  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Spen  Valley  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Westmcnreland.  and  perhaps  two 
colleagues  with  prohibitionist  tendencies 
— supposing  they  were  to  bit  as  licensing 
justices,  and  were  to  embark  upon  a 
policy  ot  total  prohibition,  say,  in  some 
large  town,  with  the  avowed  intention 
of  suppressing  every  licence  in  the 
district:  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the>  would  be  taking  upon  themselves  the 
function  of  Parliament,  and,  in  the  next 
place,  it  is  a  political  impossibility,  uid 
I  further  submit  to  my  right  hon.  Wend 
the  Prime  Minister,  as  a  matter  of  law. 
that  that  would  be  reversed  by  the  Court 
of  the  King's  Bench  Division. 

Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  How  if  they  did  it  without 
the  avowed  intention  ? 

•Me.  LYTTELTON :  I  say  the  same 

thing  would  take  place.  I  will  not 
quote  the  judgments  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  I  will  put  it  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  as  a  matter  of  law.  that  any 
bench  of  justices,  whether  they  gave 
their  reasons  or  not,  if  they  instituted 
a  system  of  pi%>hibition  of  licences  in 
this   country   would   practically .  take 
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upon  themselves  the  function  of  Pailk- 
ment,  knowing  perfectly  well  that  Parlia- 
ment would  never  sanction  a  system  of 
prohibition. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Does  the 
right  hoa.  Gentleman  suggest  that  a 
bench  of  magistrates  cannot  take  away 
the  only  licence  in  a  pariah  ? 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  did  not  say  so. 
I  say  that  in  a  large  town  with,  say,  100 
licences,  if  the  bench  attempted  to  take 
away  all  those  licences  they  would  be 
restrained   by  law.      I  say  that  it 
would  be  a  political  impossibility.  That 
fallacy  of  confusing  what  may  be  done  in 
a  particular  instance  with  what  may 
be  done  to  all  holders  of  licences  has 
pervaded  almost  every  speech  that  has 
been  made  in  this  House  on  the  other 
side.     The  second  fundamental  error 
of  these  proposals  of  the  Government,  as 
I  submit  to  the  House,  is  this.  The 
Government  have  wedded  together  two 
schemes  which  are   absolutely  incom- 
patible.   This  Bill  provides  after  the 
end  of  fourteen  years  notice  for  the 
destruction   of  licences   and  goodwill. 
Our  Bill  set  up  a  mutual  insurance  fund 
which  contemplated  their  continuance, 
and  paying  for  all  suppressed  licences  by 
contribution  from  the  trade.  Our  Bill  said 
no  trade  death  without  compensation. 
This  Bill  says  universal  slau^ter  after 
fourteen  years,  and  the  two  things  are 
incompatible.      PUinisterial  cries  of 
"  No."]    Perhapsthatword"  slaughter" 
is  metaphorical.    What  I  mean  is  the 
taking    away    of   the    full    value  of 
the    licences    at    the    end   of  that 
period.   The  survivors  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bill  are  not  solaced  by  compensa- 
tion paid  by  the  trade  ;  on  the  oontraiy, 
they  are   burdened   by  compensation 
which  is  taken  from  them,  not  compensa- 
tion paid  to  them.    The  compensation 
is  taken  from  the  trade  during  fourteen 
years,  and  they  do  not  get  it  at  the  end 
of   the  period.    Surely  the  unnatural 
union  of  these  two  schemes  in  this  Bill, 
hoznorously  described  by  the  Solicitor- 
(Jeneral  as  legislation  based  on  pre- 
cedent, should  be  described  as  legisla- 
tion based  upon  confusion  pf  thought. 
We  have  had  a  statement  by  the  Prime 
Minister  that  the  Act  of  1904  was  in- 
correctly construed  by  Mr.  Justice  Ken- . 


nedy,  and  that  the  brewers  counting  on 
trade  profits  should  not  be  reckoned  aa 
bidders  in  a  valuation  or  auction  of 
licences.  That  proposition  is  so  wide 
of  the  mark  that  his  own  law  officers, 
when  arguing  the  case  before  BIr.  Justice 
Kennedy,  not  only  thought  it  unworthy 
of  being  presented  to  the  CJourt  at  all^ 
but  as  I  read  what  they  said  at  the  time 
conceded  the  precise  contrary,  and,  indeed, 
I  think  the  House  will  readily  see  that 
to  take  away  as  a  possible  bidder  in 
auction  some  of  the  best  purchasers  for 
the  commodity  sold  would  be  an  absur- 
dity. I  venture  to  say  that  if  I  put  up 
a  horse  for  auction,  and  excluded  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Memb»  for  Wimble- 
don  as  a  possible  bidder,  no  one  would 
doubt  that  I  was  inflicting  on  myself 
a  grievous  mjustice.  The  next  fallacy 
which  pervaded  the  speech  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  treating  the 
time-limit  as  if  at  the  end  of  it  the 
state  of  things  was  going  to  be  restored 
which  existed  before  1904.  This  time- 
limit,  which  I  see  a  great  many  of  the 
clergy  have  mistaken  it  to  be,  is  not  the- 
time-limit  recommended  by  Lord  Peel 
and  the  minority  of  his  Commission.  It 
has  often  been  claimed  in  this  debate  that 
the  Grovemment  .could  not  possibly  be 
doing  wrong,  because  they  were  giving 
fourteen  years  while  Lord  Peel's  Com- 
mission recommended  seven.  That  shows 
the  same  confusion  of  thought  and 
the  same  inaccoracy  of  statement  which 
has  characterised  a  great  deal  of  this 
debate.  Lord  Peel  recommended  that 
the  state  of  things  at  the  end  of  seven 
years  should  be  that  absolute  liberty 
should  be  given  to  the  justices  to  do 
what  they  liked  with  licences.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  And  to  Parliament.] 
Yes,  and  to  Parliament.  Does  this  Bill 
leave  such  liberty  to  the  justices  ?  Not  at 
all.  It  is  made  imperative  by  this  Bill 
that  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years  the 
whole  monopoly  value  shall  be  taken ; 
that  means  the  value  of  the  licence,  so 
that  you  have  an  absolutely  different 
thing  recommended  by  this  Bill  from 
that  which  was  recommended  by  Lord 
Peel,  and  it  is  made  far  more  onerous 
by  the  fact  that  along  with  it  there  is 
this  steady  drain  with  respect  to  com- 
pensation payable  by  the  trade  through- 
out the  fourteen  years.  A  return  to  the 
state  of  things  before  1904  vauld  be  ito 
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subject  Ucence-holdeis  to  the  risk  of 

reduction,  but  at  the  end  of  your  time- 
limit  you  expose  them  to  the  certainty 
of  destruction.  The  things  are  widely 
different.  Now,  may  I  briefly  describe 
another  argument  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ?  It  formed  a  great 
part  of  the  a^:ument  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  |»rticularly  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Spen  Valley.  His 
iirgument  was  :  The  brewers  have  traded 
recklessly,  and  in  consequence  have 
enormously  depreciated  their  property, 
but  some  of  them  have  had  the  wit  to 
unload  half  their  responsibility  and 
place  it  on  the  widow  and  orphan.  Sup- 
nose  that  be  true,  I  do  not  deny  that  some 
breweries  have  been  badly  managed, 
managed  in  a  speculative  way,  and 
sold  at  inflated  prices.  In  a!!  trades 
there  are  similar  cases.  But  are  the 
people  who  bought  the  securities  to  be 
deprived  of  what  value  remains  in  them  ? 
Is  the  widow  who  has  bought  a  preference 
share  which  was  worth  £1  and  who  paid 
£1  for  it — if  it  has  depreciated  in  value 
until  it  is  worth  only  Is.  6d.,  are  you 
going  to  take  that  Is.  6d.  too. 

Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAKEE  :  My 
point  is  that  she  should  only  get  the 
Is.  6d.,  and  not  the  £1. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  Take  the  case 
of  the  owner  of  a  share  worth  Is.  6d. 
Does  the  hon.  Member  assume  that  at 
the  end  of  the  fourteen  years  it  would 

still  be  worth  Is.  6d?  I  cannot  imagine 
that  he  would  suppose  such  a  thing 
to  be  poaaible.  The  hon.  Member  desired 
to  get  rid  of  the  suggestion  I  put  to  him 
by  a  somewhat  suspicious  device.  First 
of  all.  he  complained  of  the  figures  put 
before  the  House  because  they  were 
the  figures  of  experts,  and  he  poured 
contempt  upon  experts'  figures.  Then 
he  flung  at  the  head  of  the  House  140 
balance  sheets  which  he  said  experts 
had  prepared  for  him,  and  to  which  he 
gave  the  weight  of  his  own  authority 
as  an  actuary.  But  I  will  accept  from 
no  one  an  analysis  of  140  balance  sheets 
without  any  particulars  of  them,  without 
knowing  their  names  or  having  an 
inspection  of  them.  The  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that,  after  be-littling 
experts,  in  bringing  these  things  before 
the  House  he  was  putting  before  the 

Mr.  L^Um, 


House  evidence  that  no  one  would  accept. 
What  are  his  qualifications  for  asking 
us  to  accept  the  conclusions  he  ias 
arrived  at  from  this  mass  of  so-ralled 
evidence  ?  The  hon.  Member  satisfied 
himself  that  no  injustice  was  done,  and 
that  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  by 
persons  who  h^id  carried  on  their  trade 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  with  propa 
reserves,  because,  he  said,  the  reserve 
fund  would  be  ample  to  refund  them 
for  their  loss  at  the  end  of  the 
time-limit.  But  the  hon.  Member,  as 
a  man  of  business,  must  know  that 
a  reserve  fund  is  set  up  to  meet  the 
ordinary  contingencies  of  trade,  yet  he 
thinks  it  fair  that  a  reserve  fund,  which 
prudent  and  thrifty  men  have  set  up 
to  meet  ordinary  contingencies,  should 
be  entirely  absorbed  in  meeting  a  con- 
tingency which  is  created  by  himself 
and  his  friends.  Was  ever  such  an 
extravagant  proposal  put  before  business 
men  ?  What  conclusion  does  it  lead 
us  to  ?  It  leads  us  to  this,  that  those 
men  who  set  up  a  reserve  fund,  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  suggest,  to  meet 
ordinary  contingencies  would  be  far 
worse  treated  than  those  who  set  up 
no  such  fund,  and  who  have  been  de- 
nounced by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
who  have  enjoyed  themselves  by  talking 
of  rotten  finance. 

Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAEER  :  How 
will  they  be  worse  off  ? 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  will  tell  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  thought  his  acamen 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  en- 
abled him  to  see  that  without  m} 
developing  it.  Suppose  a  company  has 
set  up  a  good  reserve  fund  and  the  whole 
of  that  is  taken  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
years,  the  shareholders,  instead  of  being 
paid  off,  lose  it  all.  But  in  the  case  where 
the  finance  has  been  of  the  "  rotten " 
kind  which  has  been  described  by  hon. 
Members,  the  shareholders  then  have  the 
profits  divided  among  them  during  the 
fourteen  years.  The  result  is  thit  they 
'  have  it,  and  the  others  have  not. 

An  HON.. MEMBER:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  that  the  whole  of 
the  reserve  fund  would  go  in  the  ordinary 
course  at  the  end  of  thfrioorteeniveats? 
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•Mb..  LYTTELTON:  Yes.  Having 
dealt  with  the  balance  sheets  and  the 
reserve  fund  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am 
obliged  to  charge  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Spen  Valley  with  another  fallacy,  i.ito 
which  I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer also  fell.  He  stated  that  fourteen 
years  notice  was  equivalent  to  ten  and 
«  h&U  years  purchase. 

Sm  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  :  I  said 
that  fourteen  years  run  was  equal  to  ten 
and  a  half  years  purchase. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  Yes.  He  then 
went  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy 
had  given  ten  and  a  half  years  purchase 
in  a  particular  case,  and  the  Government 
were  only  doing  what  an  eminent  Judge 
thought  fair  in  tha  case.  I  am  really 
astonished  that  he  should  have  put  before 
the  House  of  Commons  such  a  propo- 
sition. This  Bill  cancels  the  capital  a 
firm  possesses.  Supposing  the  profits  of 
a  business  are  £1,000,  and  supposing 
ten  and  a  half  years  purchase  is  given 
for  that  business.  That  would  make 
£10,S00.  The  proprietor  would  at  once 
have  the  sum  in  his  pocket.  If  he  in- 
vested it  in  a  concern  with  similar  risks 
to  those  of  a  brewery  company  he  would 
cam  £1,000  a  year  for  the  next  fourteen 
years ;  and  how  much  longer  ?  The  hon. 
Member  must  see — he  cannot  pretend  not 
to  see — that  at  the  end  of  that  time  though 
he  would  have  earned  £1,000  a  year  for 
each  of  the  fourteen  years  he  would  still 
have  his  capital  of  £10,500  in  his  pocket 
at  the  end.  I  defy  anyone  who  has 
considered  this  subject,  with  an  element- 
ary knowledge  of  what  purchase  means, 
to  deny  that.  If  ten  years  purchase  is 
not  given  to  the  proprietor,  but  a  licence, 
if  you  like,  to  trade  fourteen  years  is  given 
to  him,  I  agree  that  he  would  make  £1,000 
a  year  for  each  of  the  fourteen  years  but 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  has  neither 
captal  nor  licence.  Therefore,  in  one 
case  he  is  able  to  make  an  income  for 
fourteen  years  and  have  the  capital  at 
the  end,  and  in  the  other  case  he  would 
have  the  opportunity  to  make  an  income 
but  at  the  end  would  have  no  capital. 

Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAKER :  That 
is  absurd. 

•Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  So  tt^t  from  its 
being  absurd,  I  am  satisfied  't  is  abso- 


lutely true.    Then  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  repeated  again  and  again 
that  in  this  debate  the  complaint  on  this 
side  of  the  House  was  that  there  was  no 
temperance  in  this  measure,  yet  there 
was  ruin  for  every  person  in  the  trade. 
That,  he  said,  was  our  argument.  Let  me 
put  this,  as  I  think,  panillel  case.  Take 
a  railway  and  give  it  a  short  notice,  and 
say  that  at  the  end  of  a  certain  time  its 
monopoly  shall  be  taken  away,  that 
its  running  powers  shall  be  taken 
away,  that  everybody  else  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  compete  with  it  in  the  car- 
rying trade.  Traffic  at  the  end  of  that 
time  will  be  continually  increasing,  but 
the  railway  will  be  ruined.  You  do  not 
reduce  the  liquor  consumed,  but  you 
take  away  from  the  publicans  the  Ucence 
for  which  they  have  paid  thousands  of 
pounds.  You  take  awav  their  good- 
will. [A  Voice  :  How  ?]  You  take 
away  their  goodwill  because  nobody  who 
has  made  a  reputation  as  a  licensed  vic- 
tualler can  obtain  anything  as  the  result 
of  his  skill  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Where  do 
we  take  that  away  ?  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  think  that  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  every  licence  is  to  be 
taken  away  ?  I  do  not  follow  that 
argument. 

•Mb.  LYTTELTON :  I  am  sorry  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
follow  me.  No  one  says  that  every 
Ucence  is  to  be  taken  away,  but  if  he 
will  read  his  own  Bill  he  will  find  that 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  years  it  is  impera- 
tive upon  the  justices  to  take  away  the 
monopoly  value  of  every  licence.  That 
is,  of  course,  the  value  of  the  licence. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  very 
sorry  to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  agree  that  in  the  Bill  we  do 
take  away  the  monopoly  value,  but  I 
tried  to  explain  what  we  intended 
by  monopoly  value,  and  if  the 
Bill  does  not  carry  that  out,  then 
of  course,  it  can  be  made  clear.  Why 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that 
we  take  away  not  merely  the  monopoly 
value,  which  is  the  protection  against 
competition,  but  also  the  good-will, 
which  every  other  trader  has  t  I 
should  like  to  know.  r^^-»^^-slo. 
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•Ma.  LYTTBLTON :  I  say  that  in 
every  case  where  you  take  away  the 
licence  yon  involve  the  good-will.  Tf 
yon  take  away  the  licence  without 
compensation  you  commit  the  further 
injustice  of  taking  away  the  good-will 
with  it,  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit, 
and  hon.  Members  may  take  the  con- 
cession for  what  it  is  worth,  that  the 
State  did  malm  a  mistake,  a  great  mis- 
tal»  in  former  times,  in  granting 
monopoly  values  oty  in  fact,  in  offering 
monopoly  values  for  nothing.  I  agree 
also — alUiough  I  expect  far  more  benefit 
for  temperance  from  many  other  agencies 
—that  a  reduction  of  superfluous  and 
undesirable  licences  is  expedient.  But  I 
say  that  the  Act  of  1904  arrested  and 
cured,  so  far  as  was  just,  the  first  mis- 
take, namely,  that  of  granting  the 
monopoly  vf^ue  for  nothiag,  because  it 
provided  that  for  the  future  every  new 
licence  should  pay  the  true  price  or 
worth  of  the  monopoly  value, 

Mr.  LLOTD-GEOBGE  :  That  does 
not  include  the  good-will. 

*Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  How  can  there 
begood-willwithanewlicence  ?  Howcan 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  good- 
will attaches  to  a  business  which  is  not  be- 
gun ?  We  laid  an  embargo  on  monopoly 
in  regard  to  new  licences  and,  of  course 
there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  good- 
will. Having  made  this  concession, 
I  ask  the  House  to  consider  the  position, 
not  of  the  brewer,  although  I  thmk  he  is 
just  as  much  entitled  to  justice  as  any- 
body else,  but  of  the  owner  of  the  free 
house,  who  is  subject  to  the  onslaught 
of  this  Bill.  He  might  be  a  man  who 
has  put  his  whole  savings  into  freehold 
property  of  this  kind.  This  Bill  and  the 
state  of  things  which  it  sets  up  produce 
a  fundamental  conflict  between  what  is 
just  and  what  is  technically  law,  but 
the  actual  business  of  the  situation 
makes  the  status  of  an  annual 
tenancy,  such  as  that  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley  would  make 
it,  absolutely  inappropriate.  This  tenant 
who  has  just  put  Uie  savings  of  a  lifetime 
into  his  business  has,  perhaps,  at  the 
instance  of  the  magistrates,  spent  one 
or  two  thousand  pounds  m  structural 
alterationa  which  iaap. 


propriate  to  and  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  of  a  yearly  tenancy.  He  has  not 
been  summoned  for  years,  and  is  not 
bound  to  be,  by  Brewster  Sesnons,  to 
apply  for  a  renewal  of  his  licence.  There 
is  an  absolute  difference  between  the  case 
of  a  new  licence  and  that  of  the  renewal 
of  a  licence.  In  the  absence  of  some 
cause  which  is  to  be  specified  to  him, 
and  which  must  be  personal  to  him. 
he  need  not  go  to  Brewster  Sessum 
to  make  application  for  the  renewal 
of  his  licence.  What  has  thu  man 
seen  going  on  in  the  very  town  where  his 
house  is  placed  ?  He  has  seen  the  owner 
of  licensed  premises  opposite  to  his  own. 
when  they  have  been  taken  for 
a  public  improvement,  receive  full 
value  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  licence. 
He  has  seen  a  street  improvement  made, 
or  an  ipsanitazy  area  cleared,  in  which 
the  public-house  itself  may  have  been 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  in  regard 
to  which  the  owner  receives  the  full  value 
of  his  licence  as  if  it  .was  to  be  perpetual. 
He  knows,  as  was  pointed  out  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  fhend  who  began  this 
debate,  that  the  local  authorities  have 
exacted  from  the  holders  of  licences  the 
surrender  of  others.  That  means  a  very 
lai^  payment  in  money,  but  they  make 
it  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  a  sense  of 
security  in  regard  to  the  one  licence  they  are 
permitted  to  retain.  But  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  do  not  care  about  local  authori- 
ties ;  they  scorn  them ;  they  make  them 
subject  to  the  revision  of  the  thjw 
gentlemen  who  arc  to  be  appointed. 
Nor  do  they  care  about  Government 
Departments.  They  only  laugh  at  the 
performance  of  the  Minister  for  War. 
They  think  it  is  a  very  good  joke,  when  a 
property  is  put  up  for  sale,  that  a  material 
fact,  which  was  peculiarly  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  vendor,  was  con- 
cealed ham  the  buyer.  I  know  that 
the  Prime  Minister  uid  the  Minister 
for  War  are  [quite  incapable,  of  course,  of 
doing  such  a  thing  in  their  own  private 
capacity  ;  I  do  not  suppose  that  either 
of  them  knew  anytlung  about  that 
particular  case  ;  but  I  say  most  seriously 
to  the  House  that  if  two  members  of  a 
private  firm  had  been  guilty  of  a  similar 
transaction,  I  do  not  think  that  they 
would  have  cared  to  face  the  verdict  of 
a  jury  or  the  pronouncement  of  any 
Judge.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  think 
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nothing  of  local  authorities  or  of  Oovern- 
ment  departments,  perhaps  they  will 
think  a  little  more  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners,  that  august  and  austere 
body,  who  appeared  last  year  to  have 
sold  a  public-house  for  £3,000  for  a  term 
of  eighty  years.  They  compelled  the 
lessee  to  enter  into  obligations  for  £6,000 
more,  and  he  had  to  carry  the  house  on 
BO  as  to  sell  the  most  liquor  possible, 
and  endeavour  to  obtain  that  the  longest 
possible  hours  that  any  house  in  the 
Kingdom  could  be  open  should  be  the 
number  of  hours  allocated  to  that  house. 
That  shows  the  view,  not  of  a  local  author- 
ity or  of  a  Government  department,  but 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  The 
owner  of  the  free  house  has  seen  all  this ; 
he  has  seen  the  protection  which  is 
given  to  that  property  by  the  law  and 
also  by  the  administration,  because  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
had  directed  the  collectors  to  assess  the 
property  as  for  perpetuity.  He  has 
seen  the  Government  take  this  view  of 
the  property  all  this  time,  and  although 
they  have  taxed  him  on  that  basis,  yet 
that  very  Government  which  every 
citizen  in  this  country  would  like  to  see 
the  model  of  justice,  tells  him  that  he 
is  entirely  mistaken.  If  they  were  private 
individuals  they  would  be  accused  of 
intolerable  meanness  in  making 
exactions  for  the  purpose  of  tribute  on 
one  scale  of  valuation,  and  when  it  was 
a  question  of  expropriating  property 
for  their  own  benefit,  taking  another  and 
quite  a  different  scale  of  valuation.  It 
does  not  stop  even  there.  The  mischief 
aimed  at  by  this  Bill  is  the  redun- 
dancy of  public-houses.  Whose  fault 
is  this  redundancy  ?  It  is  the  fault 
of  the  magistrates,  yet  the  very  man, 
the  owner  of  the  free  house,  who  has 
in  the  last  three  years  helped  the  trade 
to  contribute  £4,000,000  to  facilit&te 
reduction,  and  diminish  this  redundancy, 
is  asked  in  the  name  of  justice  to  submit 
to  a  fresh  and  crushing  blow.  I  can  only 
say  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  look 
upon  this  matter  not  otherwise  than  in 
the  public  interest ;  I  have  endeavoured 
to  consider  the  Bill  to  the  best  of  my 
ability ;  but  I  cannot  see  the  justice  of 
it.  I  think  it  is  impossible  that  the 
people  of  this  country  will  ever  see 
that  it  is  justice.  One  single  word 
about  clubs.   I  am  not  going  to  say 
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hard  things  about  the  Member  for 
Appleby.  I  am  quite  aware  that  tem- 
perance reformers  who  have  confronted 
this  traffic  get  so  full  of  passionate 
indignation  against  it  that  they  are  not 
altogether  wise  counsellors  to  follow 
as  to  the  means  of  redressing  the  diffi- 
culties which  beset  it.  But  I  do  think 
that  we  are  entitled  to  expect  a  more 
courageous  attitude  from  the  hon.  Ifem- 
ber,  who,  we  are  told  by  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, has  spent  his  life,  I  am  sure  very 
honourably,  in  endeavouring  to  mitigate 
this  evil.  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
spent  these  long  and  honourable  years 
in  trying  to  meet  this  tremendous  diffi- 
culty has  sheltered  himself  behind  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Walton 
Division.  The  hon.  Member  for  Appleby 
said — 

"  It  in  quite  true  that  olaba  are  very  mis- 
chievoua,  and  if  the  haa.  and  learned  Geotleman 
the  Member  for  Walton  will  produce  an  Amend- 
ment I  will  consider  it." 

The  hon .  Member  for  the  Walton 
Division  is  not  a  leader  of  the 
temperance  movement,  and  I  am 
sure  that  he  ia  not  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Elingdom  Alliance. 
That  is  not  a  worthy  or  a  courageous 
position.  Those  who  prox>o8e  what  they 
imagine  is  going  to  be  a  remedy  in  this 
case  are  bound  to  propose  it  whole.  Do 
not  let  us  have  the  responsibility  for  one 
part  which  we  conceive  to  be  thoroughly 
bad,  and  do  not  let  hon.  Gentlemen  in 
their  timidity  refuse  to  disclose  on  the 
Second  Beading  what  they  really  believe 
to  be  the  true  and  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  I  only  said  that  in  reply 
to  the  challenge  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Liverpool  who  asked 
us  whether  we  should  be  ready  to  help 
him  in  amending  the  Bill.  I  assured  him 
that  all  the  help  we  could  give  him  would 
be  given.  And  we  shall  make  our  own 
Amendments,  and  I  hope  he  will  help 
us. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  It  is  a  pity  that 
those  efforts  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
interrupted  me  to  refer  to  have  not 
been  produced  on  an  occasion  so  im- 
portant. If  I  know  anything  about  the 
subject  at  all,  if  the  Bill  passes  in  any- 
thing like  its  present  shape  4t^l4ead 
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to  moreaBed  opporttmilaes  of  drinkiiig 
latiier  tb&n  to  a  diminution.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley  was'good  enough 
to  a&j — 

"  It  does  not  lie  in  the  month  of  yon  people 
mpMite  to  complain  oi  the  amoecimento,  even 
if  they  on  somevhst  Tulgart  of  cfaibs 

I  say  nothing  about  vnlgarily. 

Sir  THOMAS  WHITTAKBB:  I 
did  not  say  so. 

•Mr.  LYTTBLTON:  I  withdraw 
that— 

— "  of  the  ezistence  of  olubi  and  the  method  in 
which  they  are  carried  on.*' 

And  I  agree  with  him.  I  am  glad  to 
agree  witii  him  sometimes.  I  do  not, 
speaking  from  this  place,  and  knowing 
as  1  do,  that  the  great  mass  of 
Members  of  this  House  have  their  own 
cellars  and  their  own  clubs,  and  most 
of  them,  partly  for  reasons  of  pleasure 
originally,  and,  lastly,  for  reasons  of 
duty  have  placed,  I  think,  a  very  severe 
limit  upon  tiie  amount  of  liquor  that 
tiiay  oonsmne  themselves — say  for 
people  so  accommodated  it  wonld  be 
monstrous,  and  it  would  be  most  bitterly 
and  justly  resented  by  the  working 
classes  if  an  interference  of  any  con- 
siderable kind  was  made,  not  with  drink- 
ing clubs — ^that  is  nothing,  it  does  not 
touch  the  question — ^but  with  the  social 
clubs  of  working-men.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  deal  with  these  clubs. 
How  can  you  with  any  countenance  go 
to  working-men,  and  say  :  "  You  work 
hard  all  day,  your  surroundings  are 
grey  and  monotonous,  you  may  not  go 
with  your  fellows  into  a  club,  play 
dominoes,  chess,  and  billiards  there  and 
enjoy  the  refreshment  which  we  all 
enjoy  in  our  dubs." 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  Nobody  says 
that. 

♦Mr.  LTTTELTON  :  The  hon.  Member 
thinks  nobody  says  that.  Then  we  are  all 
agreed.  If  we  agree  that  you  cannot  inter- 
fere with  social  clubs,  and  drinking  must 
go  on  in  them,  t  say  that  evety  public- 
house  which  you  extinguish  in  a  district 
in  which  there  is  a  demand  for  drinking, 
and  hon.  Memberb  know  perfectly  well 
that  there  is  a  desire  for  drinking  in 
many  places,  in  every  case  a  social  club 

Mr.  L^UUon. 


win  spring  up,  and  ndther  thib  Houae 
nor  any  person  in  this  country  will  fed 
himself  btrong  enou^^  to  intCTfere  with 
them.  I,  therefore,  say  that  this  Bill  ia 
based  upon  a  fallacy.  I  have  always 
thought  myself  that  social  measures 
quite  different  from  these  will  do  and 
have  done  a  great  deal  towardb  a  re- 
duction of  drinking.  I  am  really  myself 
&urly  optimistic  about  the  continued  im- 
provement in  tbe  country.  Drinking  is 
rapidly  diminishing.  Better  houfaing  and 
better  recreation  will  do  more  in  a  yew 
than  such  legislation  a&  this  would  do 
in  twenty.  When  you  really  have  to 
admit  that  you  cannot  interfere  with 
social  clubs — and  that  is  admitted  on  the 
oppocute  side  altogether — then  I  say  that 
the  many  inj  ustices  and  wrongs  which  you 
perpetrate  by  the  first  part  of  this  Bill 
are  rendered  absolutely  uselesb,  because 
there  will  and  must  grow  up  dabs  to 
replace  the  publi-chouses  which  you 
reduce.  Let  me  beg  the  House  in  con- 
clu&ion  not  to  identify  with  the  cause  of 
temperance  injustice  as  exibts  in  this 
Bill 

•Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  am  well  aware  that  under 
existing  conditions  it  is  necessary  for 
those  who  take  part  in  this  debate  to 
be  brief.  I  desire  in  the  very  few 
moments  in  which  I  shall  occupy  the 
time  of  tJie  House  to  confine  what  I 
have  to  say  to  the  attitude  of  those 
whom  I  specially  represent  in  Wales 
towards  this  Bill.  But  before  I  refer 
very  briefly  to  the  feeling  of  Wales  in 
support  of  this  Bill  there  is  one  remark 
only  of  a  general  character  which  I 
'desire  to  make  in  regard  to  the  Bill. 
What  we  all  desire  is  that  through 
legislation  we  may  make  it  possible  in 
future  for  all  sections  in  this  country 
to  unite  in  the  promotion  of  practical 
tempierance  reform.  The  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
admitted  the  necessity  of  reduction  as 
an  important  factor  in  any  future  effective 
temperance  reform.  In  a  debate  of  this 
kind  it  is  well  for  us  to  try  to  find  out 
points  of  agreement  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  and  to  discover,  if  we  can, 
the  root  cause  of  the  lines  of  cleavage 
of  opinion  on  both  sides.  The  light 
hon.  Gentleman  has  admitted,  spealoiig 
for  tumself,  and  I  think-  he  sp^s  for 

Digitized  by  VjOOf^ 


1713  Lieenifing 

the  majority  of  his  Party,  that  there 
is  a  general  couBeaBus  of  opinion  as 
regarda  the  necessity  for  further  reduc- 
tion. The  root  cause,  I  think,  which 
divides  the  two  sides  of  the  House  in 
their  attitude  tomirds  this  Bill  is  the 
element  of  property.  I  am  not  going 
to  dwell  even  for  a  moment  on  the  many 
aspects  of  that  problem,  but  until  we 
get  rid  in  some  way  or  other — until 
we  change  the  present  situation  and 
get  rid  of  the  political  issue  from  the  sphere 
of  temperance  effort,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  make  any  very  great  advance 
on  the  lines  of  temperance  reform.  To 
my  mind  this  is  the  great  achievement 
of  this  Bill.  I  believe  when  it  has  had 
time  to  work,  it  will  be  the  means  of 
getting  rid  of  this  political  issue  from 
the  sphere  of  licensing.  That  will 
be  of  enormous  value,  because  it  will 
put  an  end  to  the  alliance  between 
the  interests  behind  the  trade  and 
one  political  Party  in  the  State.  I 
do  not  impute  any  conscious  motive 
in  this  matter.  I  know  a  great  many 
Members  opposite  deplore  this  connec- 
tion, but  at  the  same  time  we  have  to 
deal  with  facts,  and  so  long  as  this 
continues  I  believe  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  get  rid  of  this  political  issue, 
and  there  will  be  a  barrier  in  front 
of  all  real  temperance  progress.  My 
main  desire  in  rising  is  to  say  one 
or  two  words  with  regard  to  the 
attitude  of  Wales  in  reference  to  this 
Bill.  The  Prime  Minister  when  intro- 
ducing the  BUI  admitted  the  fact,  which 
we  have  all  known  for  many  years,  that 
temperance  opinion  in  Wales  ia  more 
advanced  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
conntry,  and  the  people  of  Wales  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  that  state- 
ment, coming  from  the  lips  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  It  is  unnecessary,  I  think, 
for  me  to  refer  in  more  than  a  sentence 
or  two  to  the  proofs  of  that  proposition 
as  they  have  been  presented  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Hotue  of  Oommons.  The 
first  proof  I  would  advance  as  to  the  public 
opinion  of  Wales  on  licensing  matters 
is  that  ever  since  1868— for  forty  years — 
at  every  general  election  there  has  been 
returned  an  overwhelming  number  of 
Members  identified  with  the  views  of 
the  country  upon  temperance  reform. 
Secondly,  I  would  advance  the  fact  that 
in  1881  the  people  of  Wales  demanded 
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Sunday  closing,  and  that  demand  resulted 
in  the  passing  of  the  Welsh  Sunday 
Closing  Act  of  that  year.   Further,  in 
1889  there  was  another  test  as  to  the 
opinion  of  Wales  in  reference  to  Sunday 
closing  which  was  broi^ht  about  through, 
the  inquiry  of  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing 
Commission.    There,  again,  we  have  in 
the  unanimous  recommendations  of  that 
Commission  evidence  that  Wales  at  that 
time  was  unalterably  attached  to  the 
continuance  of  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing 
Act.   Then,  and  this  is  the  last  proof 
I  shall  bring  before  the  House,  we  have 
the  fact  that  to-day  in  this  House  all 
the   Members   for  Wales  have  been 
returned  to  support  the  demand  for 
the   special    provisions   in    the  Bill 
relating  to  Wales.   I  think'  this  is  a 
political  fact,  if   not  unique,  almost 
without    precedent.     There    are  two 
points  on    which    Inhere   are  special 
provisions  relating  to  Wales.   The  first 
is  the  extension  of  the  Welsh  Sunday 
Closing  Act  to  the  county  of  Monmouth. 
For  many  years  it  has  been  the  desire 
of  the  people  of  Monmouthshire  to  obtain 
the  benefits  of  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing 
Act.   In   1899   the   Feel  Commission 
unanimously  reported  in  favour  of  such 
extension,  and  we  have  to-day  all  the 
.  Members  for  the  county  in  favour  of  this 
extension,  and  we  have  also  the  decisive 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  Monmouth 
County  Council  and  of  all  the  repre- 
sentatives of  public  bodies  in  the  county. 
The  advantages  of  extending  Sunday 
Closing  to  Monmouthshire  are  beyond 
dispute.   The  County  of  Monmouth  is  a 
part  of  Wales  in  feeling,  race,  and  history, 
and  for  the  poiposes  of  education  and 
local  affairs  it  has  already  been  connected 
with  Wales.   The  great  majority  of  the 
people  of   that  county  welcome  this 
Sunday  Closing  provision.   The  Bill  also 
grants  to  the  people  of  Wales  and 
Monmouth    immediate    larger  local 
option   powers.    In   regard   to  the 
principle    of   poptdar   control  Wales 
has  tor  many  generations  repressed 
itself  with  no  uncertain  voice.  At 
every  election  for   years  local  option 
has  been  one  of  the  foremost  points  in 
the  political  programme  of  Wales,  and 
in  1891  and  1893  Bills  dealing  with  this 
subject  passed  throi^h  the  Second  Read- 
ing stage  in  this  House.   It  is  not  posuble 
to  go  into  th^,,,i^8G^I?W 
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grantang  ofthesela^rlocal  option  powers 
to  the  people  of  Wales,    but   it  will 
mean  a  subBtantial  reduction  of  licences 
in  Walet   and  Monmouth  during  the 
running  of  the  time-limit.    With  regard 
to  clubs  I  do  not  for  a  moment  deny 
that  grave  difficulties  have  arisen  from 
the  establishment  of  merely  drinkmg 
dabs,  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  this 
has  not  been  the  reault  or  effect  of 
Sunday  closing  in  the  Principality.  In 
Wales  the  proportion  is  one  club  to  every 
7,400  of  the  population,   whereas  in 
England  there  is  one  club  to  every  4,600 
There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  Wales, 
which  is  a  Sunday  closing  area,  that  it 
may  be  necessary  to  have  a  certain 
amount  of  special  treatment  for  clubs. 
I  admit  that  the  clauses  of  this  Bill  are 
a  distinct  advance  upon  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  law.   I  am  prepared  even 
to  say  that  I  do  not  think  those  who  are 
interested  in  temperance  reform  in  the 
country  have  sufficiently  realised  the 
extent  of  tiie  powers  which  will  be  granted 
to  the  licennng  justices  in  the  provisions 
as  they  now  stand  in  the  Bill.  But  these 
are  Committee  points.    When  we  come 
to  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  I  feel 
sure  the  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
consider  any  practical  suggestion  in  the 
direction  of  strengthening  these  clauses. 
I  wish  to  refer  only  to  two  out  of  the 
many  important  issues  which  are  at 
stalre  in  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  The 
^carrying  of  this  measure  will  show  that 
the  Government  think  more  of  what 
they  deem  to  be  the  good  of  the  country 
than  political  expediency.    That  is  one 
of  the  brightest  signs  in  the  present 
political  situation.   I  see  in  this  Bill  the 
possibility  of  a  new  chapter  of  temper- 
ance reform.   The  reason  we  now  stand 
in  a  different  position  with  regard  to  hope 
for  the  future  in  this  movement  is  that 
the  temperance  question  has  become  a 
vital  one,  and  there  is  now  a  chance  of 
uniting  all  sections  of  opinion  in  the 
country  desirous  of  doing  something  for 
the  good  of  the  people  on  the  sid«  of 
practical,  effective,  temperance  reform. 
I  can  say  without  any  hesitation  that 
Wales  heartily  and  unitedly  supports  the 
Government   in   regard   to   this  Bill. 
Wales  sees  in  this  measure  a  new  hope, 
a  new  opportunity,  and  a  new  responsi- 
bility, and  her  people  will  show  the 
Qovenunent  by  an  raectiye  acUoinistra- 
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tion  not  only  of  the  general  provisions 

but  also  the  special  provisions  relating  to 
Wales  that  these  proposals  have  not  been 
made  in  vain. 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  (Blarylebone,  B,): 
The  speech  to  which  we  have  just  lis* 
tened  is  unquestionably  one  of  con- 
siderable interest,  but  it  shows  clearly 
the  difficulty  we  are  necessarily  under 
in  discussing  the  question  of  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill.   Hon.  Members 
opposite  have  been  engaged  in  pointing 
out  that  titey  alone  are  the  recipients 
and  possessors  of  the  moral  sense  of  the 
country ;  that  they  represent  the  light, 
and  all  who  are  opposed  to  them  repre- 
sent darkness.    That  must  be  a  very 
consoling  opinion  to  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site, and  I  trust  they  will  be  able  to  bear 
the  shock  that  awaits  them  when  they 
court  the  opinion  of  their  fellow  country- 
men.  I  only  propose  on  this  occasion 
to  deal  with  what,  after  all,  are  the  two 
main  principles  of  the  Bill,  namely,  the 
question  of  the  reduction  of  licences  and 
the  question  of  the  time-limit.    I  think 
the  first  of  these  principles  can  be  dealt 
with  briefly.    It  has  been  very  strongly 
urged  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  that 
a  reduction  of  licences  must  necessarily 
mean  an  increase  of  temperance  in  this 
country.    I  have  waited  four  days,  and 
still  await  any  evidence  that  that  pro- 
position is  true.    The  only  case  cited  is 
that  of  Liverpool.    No  one  disputea, 
and  no  one  has  ever  thought  of  disputing, 
that  you  may  grant  so  large  a  number 
of  licences  in  a  crowded  district  as  to 
militate  against  the  cause  of  temperance. 
But  the  only  question  that  arises  in 
regard  to  this  Bill  is  whether  when 
you  have  got  the  proper  proportion  of 
licences  to  population  any  further  reduc- 
tion of  licences  is  likely  to  lead  to  an 
increase  in  temperance.    That  is  tho 
only  question  you  have  got  to  con^der. 
It  is  no  use  telling  us  what  happened 
when'  you  had  free  trade  in  licences  in 
Liverpool,  for  it  does  not  follow  that 
after  you  have  reduced  licences  &om  a 
wildly  excessive  number  to  a  moderate 
number  you  promote  temperance  by 
a  still  further  reduction.     The  a^n- 
ments  of  the  Under-Secretary  to  the 
Home  Department  on  this  point  were 
really  not  worthy  of  him.   He  lacked 
out  twQ  or  tl»5^„^^efOg4^ 
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towns  about  which  statistics  an  given 
and  made  a  compariBon  by  which 
he  sought  to  estabUsh  some  kind  of 
connection  between  the  number  of  licences 
granted  and  convictions  for  drunkenness. 
I  have  not  heard  anything  in  this  debate 
which  takes  us  further  than  the  statement 
made  on  the  authority  of  the  Government 
in  theLicenaingStatistics  for  1907,  namely, 
that  an  increase  in  liceoBed  premises  does 
not  necessarily  lead  to  an  increase  in  the 
convictions  for  drunkenness.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  sober  and  accurate  state- 
ment of  the  relation  between  licences  and 
drunkenness,  and  I  have  not  yet  heard 
anything  which  induces  me  to  think 
we  can  carry  the  "matter  further  than 
that  by  the  evidence.  Assuming  for  a 
moment  that  it  is  desirable  in  the  in- 
terests of  temperance  to  reduce  licences, 
I  desire  to  say  a  word  about  the  licenspe, 
and  whether  you  are  affording  fair  com- 
pensation by  your  provision  for  com- 
pensating those  whose  licences  are 
suppressed.  What  are  the  facts  with 
regard  to  this  point  ?  It  is  admitted 
that  the  effect  of  your  proposed  legisla- 
tion will  be  to  diminish  the  amoimt  paid 
by  way  of  compensation  to  something 
like  one-fifth  of  what  is  now  )ieing  paid. 
That  is  not  disputed,  and  it  cannot  be 
disputed  after  the  facts  cited  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member  for 
Kingston  in  his  masterly  speech  at  the 
beginning  of  this  debate.  Is  it  really 
open  to  dispute  that  you  are  going  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  compensation 
paid — I  do  not  care  whether  it  is  a  fifth 
or  a  fourth — to  something  infinitely  less 
than  that  paid  before  ?  The  answer 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Spen 
Valley  division,  and '  with  a  great  deal 
more  florid  oratory  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  this  afternoon,  is  that  it 
is  all  because  public-houses  are  assessed 
too  low. 

Sib  THOMAS  WHITTA££R :  Hear, 

hear. 
• 

Lord  B.  CECIL  :  I  am  glad  that  I 
have  appreciated  the  hon.  Member's 
a^piment  rightly.  Does  it  not  throw  a 
Inrid  light  on  the  perception  of  justice 
which  prevuls  on  this  subject  1  He  says — 

'*  Because  you  arP  assessed  too  low,  therefore, 
we  are  not  going  to  give  you  u  fair  price  for  youi 
property." 


If  it  does  not  mean  that,  what  does  it 
mean  1 

Sib  THOMAS  WHITTAKEB :  Assess 
et  the  proper  figure. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  The  hon.  Member 
seems  to  think  that  public-houses  are 
assessed  on  different  principles  from 
those  which  are  applied  to  other  industrial 
concerns.  The  hon.  Member  is  completely 
mistaken.  There  seems  to  me  to  be 
confusion  in  the  minds  of  some  hon. 
Members  as  to  what  assessment  really  is. 
It  is  not  a  tax  on  the  profits  of  a  busi- 
ness. That  is  the  delusion  which  rmis 
through  the  whole  of  the  argument  of 
hon.  Members  opposite.  If  they  do  not 
say  so,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain  their 
argument  at  all.  Ton  are  assessed  on 
the  value  of  the  house  and  not  on  the 
value  of  the  business.  Thers  is  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  something  in  the  nature 
of  a  municipal  income-tax,  out  we  have 
not  got  it,  and  therefore  it  '-s  quite  plain 
that  to  take  the  assessable  value  as  the 
value  for  the  purposes  of  compensation 
is  to  take  a  completely  misleading  stan- 
dard. I  see  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Reading  here.  Let  me 
give  an  illustration  from  our  own  ex- 
perience. Both  he  and  I  occupy  cham- 
bers in  the  Temple.  I  am  not  aware  of 
their  relative  rental  value,  but  I 
assume  that  they  are  about  tiie 
same.  But  the  profits  of  the  business 
which  he  transacts  is  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  the  profits  I  am  able  to  make. 
If  we  were  going  to  expropriate  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  we  should  have 
to  compensate  him  on  quite  a  diiferent 
footing  from  that  which  I  am  afraid 
would  be  just  compensation  in  my  own 
case.  It  is  precisely  the  same  when 
you  come  to  deal  with  any  of  these 
industries.  Therefore,  to  take  the 
assessable  value  and  say  that  it  is  the 
basis  of  compensation  when  you  are 
going  to  take  away  property  is  to  take 
an  entirely  misleading  basis.  I  wish  to 
make  it  clear  in  specific  terms  to  the 
House  that  I  do  not  recognise  two 
standards  of  compensation.  By  com- 
pensation I  mean  payment  which  shall 
recoup  a  person  injured  for  the  injury 
that  is  being  done  to  him.  It  must  be 
complete  solatium,  complete  re-integra- 
tion and  compensa^on  for  ^e  injury 
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done.  What  you  have  to  do  by  this 
Bill  is  to  provide  a  scale  which  will 
carry  that  out.  Therefore,  whether  it 
be  desirable  to  roduce  licences  further 
or  not,  I  feel  very  confident  that  the 
House,  when  it  comes  to  consider  the 
scale  on  which  that  reduction  is  to  be 
carried  out,  if  it  be  proposed  to  deal 
with  this  trade  with  fairness  and  justice, 
will  not  adhere  to  the  scale  in  the  Bill. 

I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
-the  time-limit,  which  is  the  other  main 
principle  of  the  measnte.  There  are, 
as  I  xinderstand  it,  hot  less  than  three 
different  meanings,  or,  at  all  events, 
three  different  objects,  with  which  the 
time-limit  is  proposed  to  be  enacted  by 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  thst  principle. 
In  the  first  place  it  is  said  that  it  is 
desirable  to  restore  to  the  justices  their 
freedom  of  action.  If  that  means  that 
it  is  desirable  to  place  the  country  with 
regard  to  licenmng  in  the  position  it 
occupied  before  1904,  I  for  one  am 
against  that  proposal  altogether. 
I  have  neverlbeen  able,  with  all  my 
Toryism,  to  bring  myself  to  admire  the 
system  of  licensing  which  prevailed 
before  1904.  The  only  defence  of  it,  so 
far  as  I  know,  is  that  it  had  edsted  fora 
yery  lon^  tame.%  Surely  the  great  object 
of  licensmg  should  be  the  impartial  and 
equal  exercise  of  jurisdiction  which  would 
produce  somewhat  similar  results  all  over 
the  country,  so  that  there  should  be  no 
room  for  thinking  by  one  set  of  traders 
that  they  were  being  treated  less  fairly 
than  another  set  of  traders  in  another 
part  of  the  country.  What  were  the 
facts  before  1904 1  You  had  in  a  great 
many  instances  magistrates  on  the  bench 
who  had  great  reluctance  to  take  away 
licences  ^together,  and  in  practice  li- 
cences were  renewed  whether  they  were 
redimdant  or  not,  provided  that  the 
licence-holders  were  not  guilty  of  any 
offence  against  the  licensing  laws.  But 
in  just  a  few  cases,  where  you  had  very 
earnest  and  righteous  temperance  re- 
formers on  the  bench,  you  had  licences 
swept  away  on  a  wholly  different  scale. 
I  regard  that  as  a  thoroughly  bad  system, 
and  I  am  not  afraid  to  say  so  in  this 
House,  and  anything  that  would 
restore  that  system  appears  to  me 
to  be  a  thoroughly  retrograde  step. 
Another  object  of  the  time-limit  is  that  it 


is  thought  desirable  as  a  first  step  to- 
wards local  option.  The  Prime  Minister 
was  good  enough  to  give  an  answer  at 
Question-time  hom  which  it  is  clear — 
and  it  is  a  very  important  matter— that 
unless  further  legislation  takes  place  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years  a  system  of 
local  option  will  automatically  come  into 
operation  in  the  country.  I  say  deliber- 
ately that,  if  that  is  the  effect  of  the  Bill, 
it  is  a  very  bad  piece  of  legislation  indeed. 
What  eoiild  be  worse  than  for  this  House 
to  say  that  fourteen  years  hence  a  system 
of  local  option  will  be  introduced  without 
regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  then  existing  t 
Surely  that  is  far  too  important  for  the 
House  to  pretend  to  prejudge  in  that 
matter.  It  is  for  those  who  sit  in  this 
House  then  to  say  whether  such  a 
measure  should  be  passed  or  not.  I 
cannot  go  on  arguing  this  afternoon 
whether  local  <^inion  is  dearable  or  not, 
but  if  we  are  to  enact  it  at  all  it  should  be 
after  full  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances prevailing  at  the  time  it  is  enacted 
and  not  by  a  side  wind  of  this  description. 
But  thebc  two  objects  are  not  generally 
put  forward  by  the  authora  of  the  Bill. 
Both  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  SoU(dtor-G«neral  either  made 
no  reference,  or  only  slight  reference,  to 
local  option.  They  said  that  the  great 
object  was  the  recovery  by  the  State  of 
the  monopoly  value.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, if  by  monopoly  value  is  meant 
that  it  is  a  desirable  thing  in  itself  that  a 
special  pecuniary  privilege  should  not  be 
conferred  by  the  licence  upon  the  licence- 
holder,  I  agree  that  it  is  desirable  that 
that  should  not  be  done.  I  say  quite 
frankly  that  a  privilege  of  that  kind 
should  not  be  conferred  upon  the  trade. 
It  is  necessarily  an  objectionable  thing. 
I  feel  that  very  strongly.  We  have  heard , 
and  I  must  say,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  have  heard  with  some  impatience,  a 
number  of  criticisms  directed  against 
the  agitation  which  the  brewers  have 
carried  on,  or  are  said  to  have  carried 
on,  against  the  Bill.  It  is  eas^  to 
criticise  in  such  a  matter  as  that,  but 
hon.  Members  who  criticise  ought  to 
remember  that  those  engaged  in  this 
trade  regard  themselves  ab  threatened 
with  finuicial  ruin,  and  it  is  absoid  to 
take  this  or  that  instance  from  this  or 
that  speech  made  under  that  kind  of 
provocation  and  say  i  "  This,  is^j^lly 
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not  quite  in  good  taste.    We  caunot 
approve  of  statements  of  that  kind," 
or  observations  of  that  description.  If 
you  are  seized  by  the  throat  by  a  foot- 
pad in  a  dark  lane — [Ministerial  cries 
ol  "  Oh !  "] — am  not  accusing  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  of  being  footpads, 
bat  if  you  are  threatened  with  a  great 
danger,  whatever  it  may  be,  you  seize 
the  first  weapon  that  com^  to  your 
hand,  and  you  do  not  think  too  carefully 
whether  the  method  of  self-defence  you 
employ  is  that  which  is  sanctioned  by 
the  Queensberry  rules,  which  regulate 
BDoh  things.  I  only  say  that  because  I 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  thought  for  a  momoit 
that  I  associate  myself  with  the  criticism 
which  I  think  has  been  imfairly  directed 
to  some  of  the  things  which  have  been 
said  and  done  in  the  course  of  the  agita- 
tion.  I  agree  that  it  is  an  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs  th&t  the  great  pecuniary 
interests  which  are  necessarily  affected 
by  the  acts  of  the  central  Government 
should  regard  it  as  a  necessary  duty 
to   take   part   in   political  agitation, 
not  on  general  grounds,  but  in  order  to 
defend  their  own  particular  interests. 
If  the  proposals  in  this  Bill  were  merely 
confined  to  removing  that  state  of  affairs 
and  restoring  to  the  State  the  monopoly 
value  of  the  licences  on  fair  terms  uid 
without    any    injury    to    the  trade 
1 1  should  not  myself  be  opposed  to 
them  at  all.   Perhaps  the  House  will 
pardon  me  making  reference  to  some 
observations  which  were  made  by  a 
relative  of  my  own.  Lord  Hugh  Cecu,  in 
a  debate  in  1904.  He  is  reported  to 
have  stated  that  there  was  something  to 
be  said  for  a  time-limit,  and  that,  at  any 
rate,  it  was  possible  to  engraft  a  time- 
limit  on  the  legislation  of  1904.   I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  read  that  speech  and 
Idonotthinkthat  anybody  sitting  on  this 
side  would  differ  from  it  for  a  moment. 
What  did  it  amount  to  ?  All  he  laid 
down  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  speech 
was  tiiat  a  time-limit  and  a  compensation- 
limit  were  inconsistent ;  that  if  you  had 
a  time-Hmit,  you  could  not  go  on  having 
a  compensation-limit ;  and  that  if  you 
had  a  time-limit  it  should  be  a  limit  of 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  or  something 
which  would  be  a  perfectly  fair  time  to 
enable  the  trade  not  to  suffer  injury  from 
such  legislation.  I  agree,  and  I  think  we  all 
agree  tihat  on  these  terms  tiiere  would  be 


no  great  objection  to  such  a  time-Hmit,  or 
some  similar  proposal  which  would  pro- 
duce a  similar  restilt  provided  that  no 
injustice  was  done  to  the  individual. 
Wh&t  does  the  Government  proposal 
amount  to  1  It  is  a  great  mistakB  to 
suppose  that  it  will  affect  noticing  more 
than,  the  monopoly  value.   It  is  ad- 
mittedly the  first  st^  towards  a  much 
la^er  measure — to  deprive  the  licensed 
trade,   not    only    of    the  monopoly 
value,  but  of   all   their  property  in 
licences.     It    is    admittedly    a  con- 
fiscatory measure.   Take  again  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Vidley.   He  says  that 
the  ^ect  of  it  would  be-— and  he  gave 
most  elaborate  figures  to  prove  it — to 
deprive  the  licensed  trade  of  half  the 
value  of  its  capital  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
years.    He  takes  the  capital  value  at 
£200,000,000,  and  taking  the  monopoly 
value  alone  the  ^ect  of  the  Bill  will  be 
to  deprive  the  trade  of  £100.000,000. 
Now,  the  moment  that  is  admitted  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  quite  futile  to 
discuss  with  great  elaboration,  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did,  what  is 
the  exact  legal  position  of  the  Ucence- 
holders.   You  are  going  to  deprive  them 
of  £100,000,000  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
yeus.   [MonsTBRiAL  ories  of  "No."] 
That  is  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Sjien 
Valley  said.   What  is  the  use  of  tallang 
of  the  £100,000,000  representing  merely 
an  expectation  of  a  property  right  1 
One  hundred  millions  is  a  hundred 
millions ;  and  if  you  are  going  to  take 
it  you  are  going  to  deprive  tiie  previous 
owners  of  that  sum,  unless  indeed  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  go  as  far  as 
the  hon.  Member  and  reject  all  proposals 
for  compensation  altogether.    I  could 
imderstand  a  Bill  based  on  the  theory 
that  you  were  not  taking  away  any 
property  at  all,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
license-holders  are  not  entitled  to  com- 
pensation at  all.  But  if  you  once  admit 
that  they  are  entitied  to  compensation 
and  that  they  have  £100,000,000  which 
you  are  going  to  take  from  them,  then 
the  whole  question  arises,  and  in  fact  the 
effect    of    your    legislation,    as  the 
hon.   Member    for  Spen  Valley  said, 
will  be  to  deprive  them  of  that  money. 
And   how    does    the   hon.  Member 
for  Spen  Valley  meet  tiie  difficulty  t 
He  has  an  astounding  theory  whL^h 
I  will  not  deal  with  it  at  length  because 
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the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  St. 
Gieorge's,  Hanover  Square,  has  done 
so  ;  but  the  suggestion  is  that  as  long 
as  you  only  take  the  reserve  fund  of  a 
company  you  will  do  it  no  harm ;  if 
you  take  it  in  your  stride,  you  give  it 
all  the  compensation  you  need.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  curious  mental 
attitude  when  you  are  dealing  with 
companies  or  individuals.  You  may 
take  it  if  you  call  it  a  reserve  fund  without 
doing  very  much  harm,  but  if  you  call 
it  the  savings  of  a  company  and  take  it 
then  you  do  harm.  Let  us  suppose 
that  a  private  individual  has  £2,000  a 
vesr,  and  he  divides  among  his  share- 
kolders  £1,000  and  puts  aside  and  invests 
£1,000  as  a  reserve  fund.  Would  you 
not  view  with  astonishment  a  financial 
proposal  by  which  the  State  for  one 
purpose  or  another  proposed  to  sieze 
the  whole  of  the  savings  of  that  private 
individual?  That  is  precisely  what  yon 
are  going  to  do  if  you  take  the  reserve 
funcU  of  a  company.  You  may  take 
the  savings  of  a  good  company,  but  when 
you  come  to  a  bad  or  struggling  company 
without  any  reserve  fund,  you  will 
be  taking  the  income  of  the  shareholders 
to  the  extent  of  £100,000,000.  We  arc 
told  that  these  companies  have  been 
badly  financed.  Are  you  going  to  fine 
brewery  companies  £100,000,000  because 
you  think  they  have  been  badly  financed  1 
That  is  the  meaning  of  it.  What  does 
it  matter  that  the  directors  of  brewery 
companies  have  cheated  their  share- 
holders ?  I  put  it  in  the  boldest  language. 
How  does  that  defend  the  view  that 
you  talm  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
Valley  says  that  it  is  only  a  contribu- 
tion of  l£3,000,000,  £4,000,000  or 
£5,000,000  V  a  year  for  this  great  and 
wealthy  interest.  I  understand  him 
to  mean  that  it  would  be  a  kind  of  taxa- 
tion, but  it  is  absolutely  distinct  from 
a  contribution  by  individuals  to  the 
general  purposes  of  the  State.  The  whole 
essence  of  a  tax  is  that  it  should  be  as 
far  as  possible  a  contribution  of  equal 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  all  affected  by 
it.  But  that  is  not  the  proposal  in 
the  Bill;  and  if  that  proposal  is  iiot 
confiscation  I  do  not  know  the  meaning 
of  the  word.  You  propose  to  take 
the, money  of  a  special  set  of  people 
who'  are  not  to  have  any  advantage 
from  the  Government  of  the  country  at 
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all.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "  No."] 
It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  at  aU, 
but  in  order  to  carry  out  a  great  moral 
reform.  If  you  are  to  hold  that  this 
money  is  a  mere  form  of  taxation,  the 
same  argument  can  be  used  for  any  form 
of  confiscation.  X  do  not  think  that  it 
would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  it 
would  be  the  most  tyrannical  action 
any  Government  ever  attempted  in  this 
ccuntry  or  in  any  country  in  the  world. 
Let  us  understand  what  you  are  going 
to  do.  On  the  admission  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley  you  are  going 
to  deprive  a  certain  trade  interest  of 
£lCO,Or,0,000.  [An  Hon.  Mehber  on  the 
Ministerial  Benches  :  No.]  Yes,  that 
is  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley 
says — at  the  end  of  fourteen  years. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  (on  the  Huns- 

TERiAL  Benches) ;  It  is  to  pa>  the 
debenture-holders.  The  reserve  fund  is 
only  applied  topaying-off  the  debentures. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  The  hon.  Member 
ife  entirely  mistaken.  Even  that  only 
applies  to  a  small  number  of  companies. 
The  great  mass  of  companies  would  have 
to  meet  this  appropriation  without  any 
reserve  fund  at  all.  You  are  going  to  take 
this  money  from  the  debenture  holders 
or  the  shareholders  not  for  the  purposes 
of  State,  but  for  the  purposes  of  a  moral 
reform.  There  is  only  one  possible 
explanation  of  a  proposal  of  this  kind. 
The  authors  of  this  Bill  do  not  regard  tbe 
members  of  this  trade  as  entitled  to 
common  justice.  I  have  looked  carefully 
through  almost  all  the  speeches  delivered 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  running  right 
through  them  there  is  an  undercurrent 
very  apparent — especially  in  the  speech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 
that  this  trade  is  a  great  force  for  evil 
in  the  country  and  that  in  deahng  with  it 
it  would  be  absurd  and  indeed  wicked  to 
treat  it  with  ordinary  justice.  [Hxhxs- 
TERiAL  cries  of  "  No."]  What  other- 
wise was  the  meaning  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Spen  Valley's  quoting  the  slave  trade, 
and  saying  that  the  slave  owners  were 
not  compensated  t  The  meaning  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Spen  |Valley  „was  that 
we  are  treating  the  trade  much .  more 
generously  than  we  treated  thelslave 
owners ;  and  that  the  fact  reraainMl  that 
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the  licensed  trade  is  not  entitled  to  as 
good  treatment  as  the  slave  owners. 

•Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire.  Sleufoni) 
made  an  obaerTation  which  was  not  fully 
audible. 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  If 
the  noble  Lord  is  interrupted  so  fre- 
quently he  will  never  reach  the  end  of 
lus  remarks. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :  The  hon.  Member 
generally  has  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, and  only  said  aloud  what  a  great 
many  Members  opposite  are  thinking. 
What  other  meaning  can  be  attached 
to  these  tremendous  denunciations  of 
liquor  with  which  we  are  all  agreed, 
but  which  have  no  meaning  in  this  debate 
unless  it  is  to  show  that  the  Government 
is  justified  in  treating  this  trade  in  a  way 
they  would  never  think  of  treating  other 
trade.H  in  the  country  ?  I  take  another 
view.  I  think  that  just  in  proportion  as 
your  object  is  an  object  of  morality  ; 
just  in  proportion  as  you  consider  your- 
selves as  representatives  of  Light  dealing 
with  the  Powers  of  Darkness ;  just  in 
proportion  as  you  are  trying  to  carry 
out  a  reform  to  elevate  the  masses,  just 
in  that  proportion  you  are  bound  to 
behave  with  a  scrupulous  adherence 
to  justice.  I  adhere  to  the  old  Hebrew 
prophet's  denunciation  of  robbery  for 
a  burnt  offering.  By  all  means  if  you 
think  it  right  to  offer  a  great  sacrifice 
upon  the  altar  of  temperance,  do  it,  but 
pay  for  it  yourself.  I  think  that  the 
episcopal  leaders,  or  any  other  leaders, 
are  making  a  very  grave  mistake  if  they 
are  lending  their  countenance  to  the 
proposition  that,  because  you  are  dealing 
with  a  trade  to  which  great  evils  attach, 
you  are  entitled  to  mete  out  to  that 
trade  a  lower  form  of  justice  than  to 
any  other  trade  in  the  country. 

•8iR  RANDAL  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston) :  The  proposals  of  the  Bill 
whuh  have  been  most  severely  dealt  with 
are  the  time-limit,  compensation,  and 
working-men's  clubs.  It  is  in  regard  to 
the  latter  that  I  wish  to  address  for  a 
few  minutes  some  observations  to  the 
House,  and  I  think  my  justification  for 
doing  so  will  be  admitted  when  I  state 
that  I  have  been  for  twenty-three  years 
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a  member  of  a  vrorkmeu's  club.  These 
clubs  have  been  so  much  maligned  because, 

as  I  think,  they  are  so  little  understood  by 
the  House,  and  if  hon.  Members  had  more 
practical  acquaintance  with  them  they 
would  deal  with  them  much  more  tenderly 
than  they  have  dealt  with  them  during  the 
course  of  this  debate.  With  regard  to  the 
questions  of  time-limit  and  of  compen- 
sation, I  do  not  propose  to  say  very  much, 
although  they  are  very  important  fea- 
tures of  the  Bill,  but  in  reference  to  work- 
men's clubs  I  think  I  have  some  claim 
to  speak  on  their  behalf.  There  are 
7,(XX)  workmen's  clubs  in  the  United  King- 
dom, and  1,108  of  them  belong  to  what 
is  called  the  Club  and  Institute  Union. 
I  am  only  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
affiliated  clul^,  which  have  a  member- 
ship of  :m,27r),  so  that  I  have  a 
considerable  constituency  to  speak  for. 
I  admit  that  some  workmen's  clubs  are 
by  no  means  ideal  institutions,  but  that 
they  are  an  enormous  improvement  upon 
the  public-house  is  the  point  for  which 
I  am  contending.  If  a  man  or  a  woman 
enters  a  public-house  and  attempts  to 
rest  there  or  remain  for  five  minutes  he 
or  she  must  drink.  They  cannot  stop 
there  without  spending  money  and 
drinking,  but  in  a  club  they  can  remain 
just  as  long  as  they  please  without 
the  expenditure  of  a  single  farthing  ; 
all  the  difference  between  "  may  "  and 
"  must,"  between  "  permission "  and 
"  compulsion.'*  I  therefore  assert 
without  any  fear,  not  of  contradiction, 
but  of  disproof,  that  the  workmen's 
club  is  an  enormous  improvement 
upon  the  public-house.  During  the 
twenty-three  years  that  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  workmen's  club  I 
never  seen  a  member  drunk  on 
or  off  the  premises.  I  do  not 
say  that  there  have  not  been  instances 
of  the  kind,  but  I  have  never  seen  them , 
and  I  have  visited  that  club  hundreds 
of  times,  at  all  times  of  the  day  up  to 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  when  it  closes. 
What  public-house  can  be  cited  where  no 
instance  of  drunkenness  has  been  wit- 
nessed  by  people  living  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ?  I  have  given  the  case  of  a  club, 
where  we  had  at  one  time  nearly  2,000 
members.  It  has  existed  for  nearly  forty 
years,  so  it  is  not  one  of  the  mushroom 
clubs  which  liave  sprung  up  for  drinking 
purposes.    It  has  had^^i^  long- cx^ence , 
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it  ia  one  of  the  oldest  clubs  iu  London 
and  one  of  the  best  managed  as  well  as 
the  most  numerous  in  its  members. 
There  is  also  the  advantage  in  favour  of 
the  club  against  the  public-house,  although 
I  do  not  suppose  that  this  will  commend 
itself  to  the  consideration  and  support 
of  my  temperance  friends,  that  you  get  a 
purer  and  cheaper  article  in  the  work- 
men's dub  than  you  do  in  a  public- 
house.  There  is  also  a  better  moral 
atmosphere  in  the  club.  Anyone  who 
has  visited  a  public-house  bar  and 
heard  the  kind  of  conversation  which 
goes  on  there  knows  perfectly  well — if 
he  has  any  acquaintance  with  a  work- 
men's club— that  if  such  language  were 
repeated  in  a  club  the  memb^  using 
it  would  [be  expelled  if  he  continue  you 
not  only  "may  "  drink  if  you  please  in  d 
to  use  language  of  that  kind.  So  that 
club  against  "  must  "  in  a  public-house, 
but  you  get  a  better  and  purer  article 
and  you  are  also  surrounded  with  a  very 
much  better  moral  atmosphere  than 
you  would  have  in  the  public-house. 
There  are  many  other  advantages  con- 
nected with  the  workmen's  club  as 
against  the  public-house  with  which  I 
mil  not  trouble  the  House,  but  I  appeal  to 
Uembers  who  are  present  and  who  do  me 
the  favour  to  listen  to  what  I  say  to  judge 
of  these  clubs  with  an  open  miud,  and 
not  to  be  influenced  by  prejudices 
and  Btatements  which  have  come  to 
be  regarded  by  Members  inside,  and 
people  outmde  the  House  as  gospel  truth, 
to  the  effect  that  there  is  an  enormous 
amount  of  drinking  which  goes  on  in 
these  clubs  which  ought  to  be  put  down. 
I  do  not  know  whether  hon.  Members 
have  studied  carefully  the  Bill  of 
1902.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Committee  whidi  had  that  Bill  under 
ccms^mtion,  and  it  was  due  to  the 
tact  and  judgment  of  the  late  Lord, 
then  Mr.,  Ritchie,  that  that  Bill  was 
passed  through  that  Committee  and 
through  this  House.  At  that  time 
the  clubs  for  whom  I  am  speaking  were 
good  enough  to  entrust  me  with  their 
interests,  and  I  had  occasion  to  thank 
Mr.  mtchie  when  the  Bill  reached  its 
Third  Beading  for  the  consideratifm  and 
courtesy  with  which  he  had  met  us  He 
did  what  no  one  else  had  been  able  to  do, 
although  for  several  years  attempts  had 
been  made  to  pass  a  Bill  through  tiiis 
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House  lor  the  better  regulation  of  clubs, 
and  X  have  no  hefdtation  in  saying  that 
that  Bill  has  done  a  great  deal  for 
the  purification  of  club  life  in  this 
country.  One  of  the  great  objects 
Mr.  Ritchie  had  in  view,  in  which 
I  cordially  supported  him,  was  to 
put  an  end  to  the  bogus  clubs  and 
the  gambling  hells  that  were  then  to  be 
found  in  London  and  the  country. 
What  effect  has  that  Act  had  ?  It  has 
had  the  effect  of  getting  struck  off  the 
register  of  302  clubs  most  of  them  of 
the  character  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  few  are  still 
to  be  found  that  have  not  been  re- 
moved from  the  register,  but  they 
would  have  been  had  the  local  authori- 
ties done  their  duty  and  taken  stepa 
to  prevoit  the  conlinuance  of  these 
debasing  institutions.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  whole  of  the  302  clubs  were 
struck  off  the  register  becaiae  of  their 
illegal  practices,  as  a  few  of  them 
ceased  to  exist  and  were  removed 
from  the  register  in  consequence,  but 
the  dubs  for  whom  I  am  speiJcing  con- 
tend that  so  much  good  work  in  the 
direction  of  purification  has  been 
accomplished  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity at  the  present  moment  for 
further  I^islation  on  the  subject.  If 
the  Act  of  1902  is  continued  and  rigidly 
enforced  by  tiie  local  authorities  in 
another  year  or  two  I  believe  every 
bogus  dub  and  every  gambling  hell  will 
have  been  got  rid  of  and  the  process  of 
purification  be  practically  ccnnplete- 
That  is  the  first  point  that  we  urge,  and  I 
think  the  Government  have  made  a 
mistake  in  overloading  their  Bill  by 
introducing  new  proposals  in  regard  to 
clubs.  T^re  were  difficulties  enough 
in  '^e  way  of  passing  t^is  Bill  without 
burdening  it  with  a  proposal  of  that 
kind.  It,  however,  there  was  any  neces- 
sity for  further  legislation  on  the  subject 
it  might  have  been  done  next  year  by 
amending  the  Act  of  1902.  We  contend, 
however,  that  there  is  very  little  if  any 
necessity  for  further  legislatdfm  iu 
r^ard  to  workmen's  dubs.  But  if 
the  Government  were  convinced  that 
there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for 
further  l^ptslation  on  the  subject  and 
that  that  legislation  should  be  embodied 
in  the  present  Bill  they  might  have  made 
it  prospective  instead  of  ret^pective, 
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because  the  clubs  that  exist  to-day  with 
few  exceptions  are  of  such  a  charactei 
that  no  further  interference  is  required 
on  their  behalf.    As  evidence  in  support 
of  my  contention  I  will  quote  a  few  par- 
ticulars of  few  clubs.    I  take  the  club 
with  which  I  have  been  personally  con- 
nected for  twenty-three  years  and  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  forty  years. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  said  the 
clubs  were  increasing  in  numbers  and 
members.    This   is   not   our  experi- 
ence  in   London,   it    is    rather  the 
reverse.   The  club  I  am  alludii^  to  has 
a  membership  of  1,499,  whereas  a  few 
years  ago  we  had  nearly  2,000  members. 
Our  drink  bill,  which  includes  spirits,  beer 
and  minerals  and  also  tobacco  and  cigars, 
amounted  for  the  last  yeat  to  £S  Is.  3d. 
per  member.   I  have  taken  four  clubs 
from  the  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  I 
have  given  no  preference  to  any  par- 
ticular   district.    The    one    in  the 
east    which    I  have  quoted  is  the 
Borough  of  Hackney  Club.   That  at 
Hammersmith  the  other  end  of  Lon* 
don  has  a  membership  of  616,  and 
there  the  expenditure  per  head  of  the 
members  upon  spirits,  beer,  minerals, 
tobacco,    and  cigars   is   £4   I7s.  2d., 
I  take  another,  which  has  the  largest 
number  of  members  in  London,  the 
Mildmay  Radical  Club  and  Association, 
in  Stoke  Newington.  It  has  a  member- 
ship of  1,622,  and  they  spend  per  head 
upon  drink,  etc.,  £3  Us.  Ud.  Thefourth, 
in  the  south,  is  the  Hatcham  Liberal  Club, 
with  a  membership  of  521,  and  its  drink 
bill  is  at  the  rate  of  £4  3s.  6d.  per  head 
per  year.    The    average  expenditure 
per  week  per  member  in  the  1 , 1 08  affiliated 
clubs  upon  beer,  spirits,  minerals}  tobacKO 
and  cigars  amounts  to  Is.  2d.  Members 
will  admit  that  that  is  a  very  trifling 
amount,  and  it  is  only  because  I  wish*  to 
disabuse  hon.  Members*  minds  of  their 
prejudices  that  I  quote  these  figures.  I 
say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that 
a  man  who  goes  to  a  public-house  often 
spends  more  in  the  course  of  one  visit 
than  a  member  of  tJiese  clubs  spends  in  a 
-whole  week.   The  clubs  are  therefore  a 
great  improvement  upon  public-houses, 
and   I  should  be  sorry  to  see  them 
interfered  with  because  of  the  beneficial 
change  they  are  effecting  in  the  drinking 
habits  of  the  people.   What  would  be  the 
effect  on  many  single  workmen  if  these 


cjubs  did  not  existt  When  I  first  came 
to  London  as  an  operative  joiner 
I  had  no  friends  or  home  comforts,  and 
was  in  the  position  in  which  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  workmen  in  London  and  our 
big  towns  are  to-day,  a  single  man  lodger. 
There  were  no  workmen's  clubs  in  those 
days,  and  a  workmen  had  no  alternative 
but  to  spend  his  evenings  either  in  his 
dreary  lodgings,  the  ateeetSi  or  the  public- 
houses.  What  is  a  man  to  dOt  vhm  out 
of  work  and  walking  about  the  streets 
looking  for  employment  all  day.  What 
is  he  to  do  in  the  evening.  Is  he 
to  go  to  the  public-house  where  he 
must  drink,  or  into  a  club  wluch  he  can 
join  for  2d.  or  3d.  a  week  and  smoke 
his  pipe  and  talk  to  his  fellow  members 
without  spending  a  penny — even  if  he 
has  it  to  spend.  What  will  be  his  position 
if  aha  oluM  are  harrassed  and  penalised 
out  of  existence.  There  is  one  other  club 
I  will  refer  to  that  has  670  members,  and 
is  frequently  referred  to  as  the  best  club 
in  London.  What  do  we  spend  in  this 
club,  and  I  commend  these  figures 
to  hon.  Members  and  friends  of  temper- 
ance in  order  that  they  may  consider 
whether  they  will  bring  "  the  best  dub 
in  Loudon"  within  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill.  I  have  taken  these  returns 
from  the  balance  sheet  issued  by  the 
Kitchen  Committee,  and  I  find  the  drink 
bill  of  this  House  from  3rd  February  to 
20th  July,  1907— five  months— was 
£4,846  lis.  lOd.,  or  an  average  per 
member  for  the  five  months  of  £7  4s.  8d. 
So  that  if  the  House  sat  for  twelve  months 
and  my  calculations  for  die  workmen's 
clubs  were  for  twelve  months,  the  rate  of 
expenditure  per  member  for  that  period 
would,  exdurave  of  minerals  and  cigars, 
amount  to  £17  17s.  lid.  as  against  an 
average  per  member  in  the  four  workmen's 
clubs  1  have  quoted  of  £3  198,  2Jd.  in- 
eluding  tobacco  aiid  cigars. 

Mb.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  The  total  amount  of  whiskey 
consumed  in  the  smoke-room  of  this 
House  amounts  to  three  bottles  a  week. 
You  can  get  that  from  Collins. 

•Sir  RANDAL  CREMER :  I  am 
quoting  from  the  balance  sheet  of  the 
Kitchen  Committee. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool, 
East  Toxteth) :   Are  stran 
in  both  cases  1  ^'^"^^^^ 
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•Sir  RANDAL  CREMER  i  Yen,  I  have 
included  strangers  and  friends  in  both 
cases,  and,  from  my  experience  in  previous 
Parliaments  I  believe,  that  friends,  many 
of  them  of  the  other  sex,  were  in  the  past, 
lurgely  responsible  for  such  heavy  ex- 
mnditur«.  ["  Oh !  "J  But  so  far  as  this 
ntrliament  is  concerned,  I  admit,  and  I 
say  it  advisedly,  and  gladly,  that  I  believe 
this  is  the  soberest  Parliament  that  has 
ever  sat  in  St.  Stephen's.  But  it  is 
said  there  is  still  an  amount  of  drinking 
that  takes  place  in  workmen's  clubs  that 
ought  to  be  put  an  end  to.  I  have  already 
admitted  they  are  by  no  means 
ideal  institutions,  but  I  say  they  are  a 
great  improvement  upon  public-houses 
and  that  they  might  weU  be  let  alone.  lam 
sorry  that  the  Goveinment  have  tacked 
on  to  this  Bill  the  clauses  referring  to 
clubs,  as  T  believe  they  have  thereby 
increased  their  difficulties  in  getting  this 
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by  ground  landlords  long  ago  led  me  to 
the  conclusion  that  what  the  gioand 
landlord  has  a  right  to  do,  what  Govern- 
ment Departments  have  a  right  to  do, 
this  House  has  a  right  to  do,  and  I  shall 
vote  foi  the  Bill. 


Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  :  I  should 
like  to  adopt  the  words  of  the  last  speaker 
and  say  I  should  not  intervene  in  this 
debate  if  I  thought  any  words  of  mine 
would  militate  against  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  I  wish  very  much  to  see  it 
pass.  But  during  this  debate  I  have 
felt  inclined  to  doubt  whether  this  Bill 
is  what  it  professes  to  be,  namely,  & 
Licensing  Bill.  I  think  if  the  Govem- 
raent  had  gone  to  the  country,  first  ou 
the  plain  issue  that,  as  everybody  ac- 
knowledges, there  were  too  many  drinking 
shops,  and  said,  "  We  wish  you  to  help  lu 


Bill  through  Parliament,  and  believing  to  do  away  with  the  superfluous  one* 


that  the  Bill  generally  is  a  beneficient 
measure.  I  am  sincerely  anxious  to 
see  it  passed  into  law  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  only  one  more  word  to  say  with 
regard  to  confiscation.  I  have  listened  to 
almost  every  speech  that  has  been  made 
upon  the  subject.  Attempts  have  been 
made  to  frighten  us  by  the  repeated  use  of 
this  word  "  confiscation."  I  am  not 
afraid  of  it.  The  practices  of  the 
ground  landlords  of  London  have 
familiarised  us  with  the  process.  I  have 
recently  asked  questions  in  this  House 
concerning  the  practice  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Conunissioners,  the  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests,  and  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  State  who  deal  with  prop- 
erty, and  I  find  they  all  act  alike.  I 
have  known  several  instances  in  London, 
on  the  estates  of  the  Duke  of  Westminster, 
Lord  Fortman,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
and  Lord  Southampton,  where  the 
leases  having  expired,  public-houses, 
shops  and  dwelling  houses  have  been 
pulled  down  without  a  penny  of  com- 
pensation being  given.  Instances  are 
continually  occurring  where  public-houses 
are  closed  and  tradesmen,  who  have 
spent  considerable  sums  on  improving 
their  premises  have  found  themselves 
deprived  of  their  means  of  livelihood, 
and  when  their  time-limit — the  lease 
— expired  they  did  not  get  a  farthing 
Compensation  from  their  ground  landlords. 
Such  repeated  instances  of  confiscation 


ou  fair  terras,"  and,  secondly,  on  the  plaio 
issue  of  whether  the  monopoly  granted 
by  the  nation  belonged  to  the  nation, 
and  could  be  resumed  by  the  nation, 
the  country  would  have  gone  with  them. 
If  our  temperance  friends  of  thirty  years 
ago  had  been  a  little  more  reasonable 
we  should  certainly  have  had  this  changr 
then,  because  that  question  was  asked 
at  that  time,  but  the  temperance  re- 
formers of  that  day  would  not  listen  to 
it.  I  am  quite  certain  that  on  those 
two  issues  the  whole  country  would 
have  supported  the  Government,  and 
it  was  because  they  were  not  put  to  the 
country  in  this  way  that  we  are  now 
dealing  with  this,  the  most  difficult 
subject  with  which  we  have  ever  had 
to  deal.  It  is  a  subject  which  deeply 
stirs  the  heart  with  most  passionate 
enthusiasm,  and  yet  it  is  one  that  cannot 
be  settled  except  by  the  most  calm 
consideration.  There  are  two  sets  of 
people  concerned — one  who  would  do 
away  with  all  licensed  houses  if  thef 
could  because  they  consider  that  they 
are  wholly  evil ;  and  the  other,  to  which 
I  belong,  who  acknowle^e  in  spite  of 
all  the  evil  that  has  taken  place  that 
the  public-house  is  a  good  Imtitntioit. 
I  am  rather  of  Mr.  Johnson*s  opinion, 
that  a  public-house  is  a  place  where 
you  can  be  quite  sure  they  were 
glad  to  see  you  come  and  sorry  to  see 
you  go  away.  yih^th^^^t  be  su 
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or  not,  we  must  keep  our  heads  and 
our  hearts  calm,  and  not  allow  our 
heads  to  be  dominated  too  much  by  our 
hearts.  We  all,  who  work  among  the 
poor,  know  the  awful  evils  of  the  drink 
traffic.  But  we  must  acknowledge  that 
it  is  not  merely  for  one  class  of  people 
that  this  House  legislates.  We  have 
to  legislate  for  the  mass  of  the  people, 
and,  as  one  who  lives  among  them,  as 
one  who  employs  a  good  many  of  them, 
who  has  lived  in  close  touch  with  them 
for  many  years,  T  venture  to  say  that  it  is 
most  unjust  if  you  ^ve  the  impression 
that  they  are  an  intemperate  people. 
The  greatest  change  which  has  occurred 
in  my  life  time  has  been  the  spread  of 
sobriety  amongst  the  mass  of  workuig 
men.  In  my  own  part  of  the  country, 
and  in  my  own  tnde,  drunkenness  is 
quite  the  exception.  I  apeak  for  thou- 
sands of  people  amongst  whom  I  live, 
and  whose  lives  I  know  quite  well. 
When  I  get  resolutions  on  this  matter, 
speaking  of  the  overwhelming  tempta- 
tions to  drink,  I  say  that  they  are  not 
overwhelming.  It  is  quite  true  that  a 
great  many  people  yield  to  them,  but 
the  causes  are  to  be  found — and  here  I 
sympathise  with  some  of  my  Socialist 
friends — in  the  evils  which  cause  that 
yielding  to  temptation.  And  the  cure 
will  have  to  be  found  for  those  evils. 
Yoif  want  better  housing,  better  feeding 
of  children,  and  better  lives.  I  ask 
myself,  if  whole  classes  have  become 
temperate  in  my  lifetime,  why  the  causes 
which  have  effected  that  chauge  cauuot 
be  made  to  operate  in  a  similar  manner  on 
other  classes.  Whatever  may  be  our 
own.  private  view  of  this  matter,  whatever 
our  own  feelings  about  the  traffic,  public- 
houses  will  continue.  No  Government 
dare  stand  up  in  this  House  and  say 
that  they  will  do  away  with  them.  If  it 
did,  it  would  not  live  twenty-four  hours. 
Therefore  you  have  got  to  face  the  facts. 
The  question  is,  how  best  can  we  deal 
with  the  problem  ?  I  think  we  can  agree 
about  three  things  in  regard  to  public* 
hoiises.  First,  that  there  are  too  many 
of  them ;  secondly,  that  a  great  many  of 
them  are  too  bad ;  thirdly — and  I  per- 
sonally can  agree — tiiat  the  liquor  is  too 
bad  and  tiiat  we  must  have  control  of 
the  public-houses.  I  want  this  Bill 
from  its  business  side,  because  it  deals 
with  these  tbiee  problem  The  poorness 


of  public-hooaes  is  caused  partly  by  the 
fact  that  there  are  too  many  of  them. 
If  there  were  fewer  they  could  afford  to 
be  better.  Therefore,  in  my  own  neigh- 
bourhood  I  would  do  away,  not  with 
one-third  but  with  one-half,  not  because 
I  am  opposed  to  public-houses,  but  because 
I  want  better  public-houses.  Cannot 
those  who  want  better  public-houses, 
and  those  friends  who  want  no  public- 
houses,  seek  a  common  ground  of  agree- 
ment, so  that  whatever  public-houses 
remain  may  be  good  ?  I  think  that 
would  be  a  fair  ground  to  act  upon,  and 
one*  on  which  we  might  do  something. 
As  to  the  second  point,  about  the  liquor 
being  too  bad,  perhaps  the  greatest 
change  in  the  liquor  trade  for  centuries 
has  come  from  the  tied-House  system. 
I  believe  that  this  Bill  is  largely  the 
consequence  of  that  disastrous  change. 
It  is  a  change  which  has  done  more  to 
deprive  the  public-house  of  its  character 
and  associations  than  any  other  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  last  two  cen- 
turies. You  have  sown  the  wind  and  you 
are  reaping  the  whirlwind.  I  approve  of 
the  Bill  of  the  Government  because  it 
gives  us  hope  of  dealing  with  that  evil. 
The  third  point  is  that  of  gettlng''control 
of  the  public-houses.  The  terms  of  that 
control  I  know  will  have  to  be  discussed, 
but  at  any  rate  we  can  agree  that  we 
shall  never  have  a  right  settlement  until 
we  have  control  of  the  public-houses. 
Whether  we  shall  run  them  is  a  question 
I  shall  not  discuss  now;  but  we 
must  get  them  into  out  hands, 
and  we  will  never  be  able  to 
deal  with  the  evils  of  the  tied-house 
system  until  we  have  done  so.  There- 
fore, I  appeal  to  all  those  who  are  tem- 
perance advocates,  and  also  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  public-houses  to  see 
whether  we  cannot  agree  upon  this  com- 
mon ground,  that  we  ottght  to  reduce 
the  number  of  public-houses,  and  that 
we  ought  to  have  ultimate  control  over 
them.  These  are  the  main  points.  All 
the  others  are  merely  leather  and 
prunella.  I  wish  the  Bill  had  been 
confined  to  these  points,  becaust> 
I  believe  then  it  would  have  been 
better  received  by  the  country.  But  it 
is  the  feelings,  prejudices  and  passions 
which  have  been  called  into  force  by 
these  small  side  issues  which  jeopardise 
the  Bill,  and  are  the  real  grpnnd  nnon 
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which  we  are  threatened  with  all  those 
dreadful  electoral  results  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  'Wimbledon.    I  venture  to  offer  the 
Government  two  suggestions  which,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  remarks  I  have  made, 
may  help  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  As 
to  1^  reduction  of  the  number  of  public- 
houses,  at  any  rate  we  can  agree  upon 
this,  that  the  people  who  are  put  out  of 
their  businesses  ought  to  be  treated 
fairly.   The  English  nation  is  more  than 
a  fair,  it  is  a  sentimental  nation,  and  if 
you  violate  its  sense  of  generosity  and 
fairness,  which  is  one  of  the  abiding 
features  of  the  English  people,  catas- 
trophe will  follow.   If  once  the  public 
gets  the  idea  that  you  are  being  mean 
with  a  great  class  of  people,  dien  fare- 
well to  any  hopes  of  passing  this  Bill. 
However  you  may  like  or  not  like 
this  trade,  you  must  remember  that  it 
is  a  trade  which  has  been  called  into 
being  by  the  State.    The  State  has 
specially  given  a  licence  for  it ;  it  gives 
it  special  countenance  ;  therefore,  the 
State  is  bound  to  deal  with  it,  I  do  not 
say  with  special  generosity,  but  at  any 
rate  accordLig  to  the  common  principles 
of  fairness  such  as  commend  themselves 
to  the  masses  of  the  people.    I  am  quite 
certain  that  if  the  Government  could 
convince  the  people  of  England  that 
those  who  are  being  put  out  of  the  trade 
are  going  to  be  treated  fairly  and  even 
generously,  the  whole  difficulty  on  that 
point  would  drop.   I  would  ask  the  Home 
Secretary :    Are  you  sure,  in  adhering 
to  the  principle  of  assessment,  that  you 
are  working  on  the  right  lines  ?    I  do 
not  think  you  are.    The  principle  of 
assessment  is  utterly  discredited  in  this 
matter.   All  the  statistics  which  were 
given  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
owe  their  power    to    the  ridiculous 
assessments    that    have     gone  on 
for    80   long,  and    to   public -houses 
having  been  absurdly  under-assessed  in 
the  past.   The  consequence  is  that  the 
principle  and  machinery  of  assessment 
are  utterly  discredited.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  said  something  about 
the  Inland    Revenue    viewing  these 
licences  as  things  having  a  value  in 
perpetuity. 
Mt.  Uwrvsood. 


Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  said  that  Sir 
Algernon  West,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue,  instxucted  lus  col- 
lectors to  value  licences  as  if  they  were 
perpetual. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  :  Those  instructions 
with  regard  to  licences  are  on  no  different 
lines  from  those  applied  to  death  duties 
and  other  things.  If  the  valuer  comes 
to  value  a  picture,  a  Cooper  for  example, 
it  does  not  fetch  a  fifth  of  what  it  did. 
The  Inland  Revenue  takes  it  at  what 
could  be  got  for  it,  and  it  takes  a  licence 
at  what  it  would  fetch  now.  They  have 
a  perfect  right  to  claim  duty  on  the  value 
of  the  thing  now.  But  to  say  that 
because  there  is  renewal  of  a  licence, 
therefore  it  is  a  licence  in  perpetuity 
has  no  ground  in  common  sense.  Would 
it  not  be  possible  for  the  House  to  in- 
stitute some  form  of  valuing  these  busi- 
nesses which  are  to  be  done  away  with, 
so  that  the  country  would  feel  quite 
sure  that  a  perfectly  independent  organi- 
sation will  value  them  on  the  principle 
on  which  every  other  buuness  is  valued  ! 
If  the  Legislature  chooses  to  do  away 
with  some  public-houses  I  do  not  see 
why  they  should  not  be  treated  in  the 
same  way  as  other  businesses.  The 
public  do  not  believe  that  assessment  is  a 
good  plan,  because  the  assessments 
have  been  ridiculous.  The  Goveroment 
say :  "  We  will  not  take  advantage  of 
the  ridiculous  assessments  that  you  have 
had  so  far,  but  we  will  give  you  a  year 
\iO  put  them  right."  But  a  scramble 
of  that  sort  before  the  authorities  who 
have  already  started  those  ridiculous 
assessmeats  will  not  satisfy  the  public. 
They  must  be  made  to  know  that  there 
will  be  some  means  by  which  these 
businesses,  quite  apart  from  all  other 
traditions,  will  be  assessed  on  the  same 
principle  as  is  applied  to  any  other 
business.  That  is  the  first  su^estion 
I  wish  to  offer  to  the  Government.  As 
to  the  fourteen  years  limit,  I  do  not  think 
I  need  go  into  the  arguments  which 
have  been  used.  I  remember  very  well, 
as  a  boy,  going  into  this  matter.  A  man 
had  got  a  licence  for  some  prenuses 
near  my  Other's  business,  and  he 
called  in  the  afternoon  to  see  my  father, 
to  whom  he  said:  ^* You  have  put 
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£2,000  into  my  pocket."   I  Bfud  to  my 
father :  "  Why  into  his  pocket  ?  "  and 
I  have  been  asking  that  question  ever 
since.  Thirty  years  ago  I  tried  to  start 
a  movement  amoi^;  the  Liberal  Party 
in  my  own  nei^bourhood  to  get  this 
value.  There  is  no  need  to  talk  senti- 
ment and  temperance  about  it.  The 
thing  is  business.   Here  is  a  lot  of  money 
we  ought  to  have.    In  a  strict  business 
point  of  view  we  have  a  perfect  right  to 
say  to  these  people :    "  At  the  end  of 
the  year  we  uiall  make  you  pay  what 
you  ought  to  have  paid      along.  You 
have  got  a  licence  which  has  a  money 
value,  and  this  nonsense  has  gone  too 
far.  Thank  your  stare  that  yon  have 
had  a  good  pull  out  of  it,  but  we  are 
going  to  put  an  end  to  it.    The  nation 
has  wakened  up,  it  has  got  its  senses, 
and  it  is  going  to  have  its  own."  That 
would  be   perfectly  right.  Supposing 
I  have  a  licence  worth  £200  a  year, 
from  which  I  pay  nothing  except  the 
ordinary  licence  duty,  I  am  collecting 
£200  profit  every  year,  and  it  is  money 
which  ought  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
nation.    You  give  me  fourteen  years, 
that  is  £2,800.    I  have  to  pay  compensa- 
tion out  of  that.    I  am  only  being 
treated  fairly,  because  not  only  am  I 
getting  Hhe  State's  money,but  I  am  getting 
the  extra  business  through  the  other 
monopoly  being  done  away  with.  It  is 
-quite  plain.   As  a  Member  who  has  sat 
here  some  years  I  say  let  us  be  businesslike 
and  introduce  as  little  sentiment  asposai- 
sible.   I  quite  enjoyed  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  speech.  C'est  magnifique 
xnaia  ce  n'est  pas  la  guerre.   I  think  the 
country  wants  to  be  businesslike.  The 
second  point  is  the  last  one  I  want  to 
bring  before  the  Government.   May  I 
beg  of  you  to  drop  Sub-section  2  of 
Clause  2.   That  is  the  sub-section  that 

nndes  that  simply  without  anything 
her  being  said  or  done,  at  the  end 
of  the  fourteen  years  period  we  shall 
come  imder  the  pos»bility  of  local  option 
to  the  extent  of  prohibition.  I  am  not 
^ing  to  discuss  the  question  of  pro- 
prohibition,  but  I  am  going  to  say  to 
the  Government  that  this  clause  is  both 
unfair  and  unwise.  It  is  unfair  because 
it  •  is  inconsistent  with  all  the  claims 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  made  on 
behalf  of  his  Bill.  He  has  said  all 
tbroogb  '•    "  We  put  before  you  a  Bill 


which  will  give  you  a  free  hand  at  the 
end  of  fourtew  years.  There  will  be" 
— I  think  he  used  the  phrase — "  a 
tabula  rasa,  and  then  the  nation  will  be 
able  to  do  what  it  likes."  I  ask  that  we 
shall  have  a  tdMa  nua,  without  "  local 
veto "  or  anything  else  written  across 
it.  Let  me  say  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
-if  you  are  going  to  prejudge  anything, 
if  you  are  going  to  pre-condition  this 
problem  in  anything,  you  will  have  to 
put  other  things  in  besides  this.  There 
are  many  on  tlus  side  of  the  House  who, 
if  this  sort  of  thmg  is  going  on,  will  be 
inclined  to  insist  that  there  diall  be 
some  Idnd  of  security  for  the  public- 
house  keepers  who  survive  the  fourteen 
years.  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion 
that  one  of  the  greatest  means  to  temper- 
ance is  not  merely  to  diminish  the 
number  of  public  houses,  and  not  merely 
to  improve  the  quality  of  pubUc-houses, 
but  to  improve  the  quality  of  public- 
house  keepers.  My  experience  is  that 
very  much  depends  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  the  publican  himself. 
Therefore,  it  is  a  national  interest  that 
we  shall  attract  to  this  trade,  as  long 
as  it  ia  going  to  continue,  good  men, 
men  prepared  to  put  a  stake  in  it,  men 
of  substance  and  respectability,  and 
therefore,  I  for  one  say  that  if  you  msist 
on  keeping  tins  danse  I  shall  insist  <m 
other  clauses,  and  I  shall  insist  on  some 
clause  which  will  give  some  security  to 
the  publicans  who  survive  the  storm  and 
stress  of  the  fourteen  years,  that  they 
shall  have  at  any  rate  a  certain  time  of 
security.  But  we  are  prepared  to  waive 
all  that— I  am  spei^g  I  know  for  othere 
besides  myself — on  the  broad  principle 
that  there  shall  Be  a  complete  (o&uZa  nua  . 
If  you  put  in  local  veto  to  the  extent 
of  prohibition,  you  are  prejudging  the 
question  in  a  most  unfair  manner.  It 
is  not  only  unfair  but  unwise.  I 
should  have  thought  the  Prime  Minister 
would  say  :  "  Once  bit,  twice  shy," — 
at  any  rate  I  should  have  thought  "  once 
bit,  once  ^hy."  I  hope  he  does  not  listen 
too  much  to  the  syren  voice  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Appleby.  In  the  political 
hifetoryof  this  question — and  I  have  been 
taking  part  in  it  for  more  years  than 
I  like  to  think  of — ^the  chief  disaster  has 
come  not  from  the  publicans,  but  from 
the  extravf^ance  and  impossibility  of 
thobe  who  caU  theiig^my@^tWlt 
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reformers.  I  am  not  afraid  to  stand  up  for 
that.  I  remember  very  well  the  present 
Prime  Minister's  name  along  with  that  of 
Sir  William  Harcourt  being  associated 
with  a  Bill  bringing  in  this  principle.  I  tell 
you  I  do  not  think  the  country  know 
that  this  its  in  the  Bill.  I  am  very  much 
surprised  that,  as  we  schoolboys  used  to 
say,  the  Opposition  has  not  rubbed  it  in , 
This  is  one  of  the  best  bits  of  business 
they  could  have  had,  because  you  have 
no  idea  of  the  storm  of  past>ion  that  will 
ansa.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  Welshman ; 
I  do  not  understand  him.  I  do  not 
speak  of  the  Scotsman ;  he  rules  me, 
and  I  do  not  understand  him.  When 
I  look  at  the  Government  I  know  it  is  a 
Scottish  Government,  and  they  ought  to 
wear  the  kilt.  They  are  either  Scottish 
or  sit  for  Scottish  constituencies,  and  the 
numbers  of  refugees  in  that  direction 
seems  likely  to.  increase.  I  am  not  a 
-Celt  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak  for 
Wales  or  Scotland  or  Ireland,  but  I  can 
peak  for  England. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  Some  of  it. 

Mb.  HABWOOD  :  A  good  deal  of  it. 
I  think  I  bpeak  for  as  much  of  it  as  will 
rule  the  rest  when  I  say  thit  Englishmen 
have  a  rooted  prejudice  and  conviction 
that  every  man  shall  be  able  to  get  a  glass 
-of  beer,  if  he  wants  it  with  reasonable 
conditions.  That  is  all.  Therefore  they 
will  not  allow  any  majority  however 
great,  to  say  to  any  minority  however 
ttmall,  you  shall  not  be  able  to  get  thib 
thing."  I  feel  strongly  on  this  matter,  and 
.  I  want  this  Bill  to  go  through,  or  a  Bill 
to  deal  with  thib  evil.  I  believe  this  is 
really  a  buBine.,8  Bill.  I  believe  it  has 
been  misrepresented  in  the  country  by  all 
these  Uttle  side  issues  that  have  nothing 
to  do  with  theTprincipal  substance  of  it, 
and  I  urge  the  Government  to  do  every- 
thing they  can  to  mpke  its  passage  as 
easy  a^  possible. 

*Mr.  RUFUS  ISAACS  (Reading)  :  I 
approach  the  discussion  on  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill  after  much  thought 
and  very  anxious  consideration.  I  am 
not  a  member  of  any  temperance  party. 
My  views  are  those  of  a  moderate, 
average  person  anxious  to  consider  this 
Bill  upon  its  merits,  and  actuated  by 
.  a  desire  for  temperance  reform,  but  not 

ilfr.  Harwood. 


lagging  behind  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  in  the  wish  to  deal  justly  with  those 
whose  interests  may  be  affected  by  the 
Bill.  I  am  convinced  nothing  is  further 
from  the  thoughts  of  the  Government 
than  to  deal  harshly,  unjustly,  tyranni- 
cally, oppressively  or  vindictively  with 
those  interests.  In  the  short  time  I 
intend  to  occupy  in  my  address  to  the 
House,  I  desire  to  direct  its  attention  to 
the  main  points  of  debate,  and  I  propose  to 
lay  the  arguments  before  the  House  with 
such  moderation  as  I  think  the  subject 
demands,  having  regard  to  the  important 
interests  involved  in  the  legislative  pro- 
posals now  before  us.  It  has  been  said 
by  lawyers  on  both  aides  of  the  House, 
and  not  with  the  least  emphasis  by  my 
right  hon.  friends  the  Members  for  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  and  the 
Kingston  pivision  of  Surrey  that  there 
is  no  doubt  as  to  the  law  upon  tiiia 
subject.  The  general  proposition  of 
law,  on  which  I  am  not  going  to  say 
more  than  is  necessary  to  formulate 
it  merely  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  is 
that  there  was  no  right  in  law  to  the 
renewal  of  a  licence  before  the  Act  of 
1904,  and  under  the  law  as  it  then  stood, 
as  was  stated  by  a  great  authority. 
Lord  Halsbury,  a  renewal  is  merely  a 
new  licence  for  a  new  year.  With  that 
definition  upon  that  very  eminent 
authority  one  may  rest  content,  but 
I  shall  have  to  refer  to  it  again,  be* 
cause  although  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  St,  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  agreed  in  that 
statement  of  the  law  X  think  I  am 
justified  in  the  observation  which  I  will 
seek  to  make  good,  that  the  whole  of  his 
argument,  all  the  propositions  which 
he  put  forward  in  contravention  of  those 
for  which  we  are  arguing  on  this  side, 
wcic  based  upon  the  notion  that  there  is 
a  property  in  that  renewal..  It  is  idle 
to  assent  to  this  proposition  and  then 
to  say  that  there  is  a  propeity  in  the 
licence.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
support  of  his  argument  and  in  the 
attack  he  made  upon  the  propc»ed 
scheme  of  compensation  asserted  that  if 
in  dealing  with  a  house  entitled  under 
th-t  scheme  to  £1,000  a  year  for  fourteen 
years  we  only  allowed  £10,500,  we  were 
giving  nothing  for  the  capital — that  is 
the  hcence — we  were  leaving  that  oat 
of  calculation.  And  ^n  he  instanced 
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the  oase  of  a  man  who  owned  land 
worth  £10,000,  and  producing  £1,000  a 
year,  then  you  capitalise  the  yearly 
income  for  fourteen  years  by  paying  him 
£10,500  at  present,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
time  he  would  still  have  the  land.  Yes, 
but  that  is  based  upon  this  miscon- 
oeption  of  the  whole  position— that  your 
right  to  the  renewal  of  the  licence  ia  a 
freehold.  Does  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man assert  that  it  is  ?  Then  if  it  is  not 
asserted  the  whole  argument  falls.  As 
we  understood  during  the  debate  on 
the  Bill  of  1904  when  tiie  present  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  discussing  this 
matter  he  refused  in  one  sense  to  recog- 
nise a  licence  as  property.  He  refused  to 
recognise  it  in  any  sense  as  a  freehold, 
although  he  ultimately  created  greater 
lights  than  licence-holders  had  ever 
hitherto  possessed.  If  there  is  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  property  in  a  licence 
other  than  is  represented  by  the  value  of 
an  expectancy  containing  elements  of 
speculation  as  to  whether  the  licence 
will  be  renewed  for  this  year,  the 
next  year,  or  tho  succeeding  years,  how 
can  my  right  hon,  friend  claim  payment 
from  capital  which  has  already  been 
boughtby  the  fourteen  years  compensation? 
When  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in- 
troduced his  Bill  of  1904,  what  was  his 
position  1  His  statements  and  conten- 
tions are  not  only  an  answer  to  a  part  of 
the  argument  used  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  St.  George's. 
Hanover  Square,  but  also  meet  one  of 
the  fundamental  arguments  urged  by 
the  other  side.  It  is  said  that  what  we 
«re  seeking  is  to  confiscate  property.  The 
word  was  used  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Marylebone,  after  he  had 
made  excuses  for  those  who  outside  this 
House  indulged  in  language  of  that  kind. 
The  noble  Lord  himself  used  words  of  the 
same  character  and  spoke  as  if  property 
was  being  taken  away  to  which  there 
was  a  legal  right.  Nothing  can  be 
more  clearlv  demonstrated  than  the 
fact  that  wfien  the  Bill  of  1904  was 
introduced  by  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position he  made  it  perfectly  clear  that 
the  system  under  which  the  licences  had 
been  granted  was  utterly  irratioiul,  and 
he  pomted  out  that  he  was  recognising 
no  such  thing  as  a  legal  right  to  the 
renewal  of  a  licence.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting 
on  the  front  Opposition  Bench,  seem 
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entirely  to  leave  out  of  consideration  that 
the  Act  of  1904  did  two  things.  First 
it  provided  for  a  scheme  of  compensation. 
"  Yes,"  it  may  be  said,  "  because  you 
were  taking  away  property."  I  am 
aware  that  if  you  taxe  land  you  must 
pay  for  it.  That  is  quite  true,  but.what 
is  forgotten  is  that  the  person  whose 
land  is  taken  away,  is  compensated  by  the 
State  or  public  authority  or  company 
acquiring  we  land  out  of  its  own  funds, 
but  by  the  Act  of  1904,  the  com^tensation 
is  paid  by  the  trade  itself,  and  if  we  on 
this  side  are  confiscators  and  spoliators 
what  is  to  be  said  of  the  supporters  of 
the  Act  of  1904 1  What  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  was  to  say  to  the 
trade  "  You  shall  give  up  your  licences 
and  give  up  the  interest  which  ^ou  say 
you  have  in  them."  I  would  renund  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  t^t  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  went  even 
further  than  our  proposals,  because  he 
said,  "Before  you  get  that  compensation, 
before  I  provide  the  right  to  pay  your- 
selves for  the  reduction  of  your  property, 
you  must  bring  in  the  ante-1869  beer- 
houses to  the  number  of  23,000  and  throw 
them  into  the  same  category  and  place 
them  on  the  same  basis  as  other  licences." 
Hon.  Members  are  quite  aware  what  the 
difference  was  in  regard  to  those  licences, 
and  what  a  privileged  preferential  posi- 
tion they  occupied.  Those  licences  were 
the  apple  of  the  eye  of  the  men  who  had 
them  because  their  renewal  could  not  be 
refused  except  on  certain  specified  grounds 
and  it  was  because  these  beer-houses  had 
that  valuable  privilege  that  they  were 
differentiated  from  other  licenses  in  respect 
of  which  renewal  could  be  refused  without 
any  grounds  of  misconduct.  We  must 
remember  this  distinction  when  we  are 
accused  of  spoliation,  confiscation,  and 
hoar  all  the  other  harsh  things  which  are 
said  oftener  outside  the  House  than 
within.  Let  us  remind  the  trade  of  what 
took  place  in  1904.  That  Act  is  really  the 
best  argument  that  we  have  for  the  Bill  we 
are  now  proposing.  Of  course  T  do  not 
expect  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  agree 
with  me,  but  I  shall  give  my  reasons. 
What  actually  happen^  in  1 904  1  It  is 
argued  now  not  very  confidently  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that  the 
reduction  of  licences  is  not  a  step  in  the 
path  of  temperance. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  said  no  such 
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•Mr.  RtJFUS  ISAACS:  I  wiU  not 
pursue  the  point  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  I  misunderst^>d  him. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  put  forward 
the  Bill  of  1904  because  he  said  that  a 
reduction  of  licences  would  make  for 
temperance.  Lord  Lansdowne,  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  said  the  same  thing,  and 
I  have  a  quotation  from  his  Lordship's 
speech  here,  but  I  will  not  trouble  tne 
Uoose  with  it.  I  think  when  we  hear 
from  hon.  Members  op^xwite  the  argument 
diat  a  reduction  of  licences  is  not  a  step 
in  the  direction  of  temperance  we  are 
entitled  to  ask  them  why  was  the  Act  of 
1 904  introduced  f  What  we  have  to  show 
now  ia  why  we  are  introducing  this  Bill. 
Under  the  present  Act  there  is  no 
uniform  system  of  reduction  nor  a  com- 

Sulsorv  levying  of  the  maximum.  It 
epends  entire^  upon  the  will  of  the 
authorities  as  to  how  much  will  be  spent 
in  a  particular  year.  In  the  next  place 
by  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy 
progress  is  most  seriously  retarded  in- 
asmuch as  the  compensation  to  be  paid  is 
an  effective  obstacle  to  the  reduction  of 
any  number  of  houses  during  succeeding 
years.  What  the  Government  say  in  this 
Bill  is  "We  will  introduce  compulsory 
reduction  over  a  period  of  years, 
and  we  will  have  a  system  of 
compensation  which  we  think  is  fair 
and  equitable."  That  is  the  real  point, 
and  to  me  the  question  in  controversy 
always  narrows  itself  to  this — is  the 
proposed  compensation  a  fair  and  equit- 
able compensation  1  Presumably  there 
would  be  no  controversy,  no  dispute 
in  regard  to  the  proposition  that  pro- 
vided you  give  sufficient  and  adequate 
compensation,  you  should  be  entitled 
to  reduce  the  number  of  licences. 
The  only  question  which  arises  is,  what 
is  a  fair  and  equitable  basis  of  compen- 
sation. I  agree  it  is  a  difficult  subject, 
and  it  is  one  which  cannot  be  decided 
by  a  dictum  of  any  Member  of  the 
Government,  and  it  cannot  be  disposed 
of  in  a  few  words.  It  ia  a  matter  which 
we  shall  have  to  discuss  very  much  in 
Committee.  Speaking  for  myself,  and  not 
omitting  from  consideration  the  figures 
presented  to  the  House  by  the  hon .  Mem- 
ber for  Spen  Valley  and  others,  I  may  say 
that  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  period  of 
fourteen  years  is  a  fair  and  just  compensa- 
tion. I  am  rather  inclined  to  the  view 
that  a  time-limit  of  fourteen  years  will 
not  prove  suffident   The  hon.  Member 
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for  Spen  Valley  quoted  the  instance  of 

eighty-two  companies  with  a  share 
and  debenture  capital  araountiog  to 
£74,912,000,  all  of  which  came  into 
his  third  category  of  bad  companies, 
some  with  very  small  reserves  and  others 
with  no  reserve  at  all.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  argument  in  favour  of  extending 
the  time  of  compensation,  because  the 
situation  created  by  this  Bill  would  thus 
be  eased  to  those  who  may  not  be  in 
the  ^ositt(m  to  make  the  neceasaiy 
financial  arrangements  wi^n  the  period 
limited.  It  might  also  enable  tiiose 
affected  to  face  the  situation  without 
any  risk  of  financial  crisis  I  only  put 
that  forward  as  my  own  view  as  tbe 
result  of  the  consideration  which  I  have 
been  able  to  give  to  the  matter,  and 
because  I  am  very  anxious  that  this  House 
should  deal  rather  liberally  and  even 
generously  with  the  interests  affected  by 
the  Bill,  If  by  this  course  the  passage 
of  the  Bill  here  and  elsewhere  can  be 
secured,  we  shall  not  have  daae  a  bad 
day's  work  for  temperance  even  if  we  have 
to  give  more  than  some  hon.  Membfflv 
think  strictly  necessary.  Tbe  hon.  Member 
for  Blackburn  says  that  if  you  extend  the 
time-limit  you  will  take  the  heart  out  of 
the  measure.  I  do  not  believe  the  heart 
is  so  weak  that  by  extending  the  time- 
limit  50  per  cent,  you  will  make  it 
cease  to  beat.  However,  this  is  a  point 
we  shall  have  to  consider  in  Committee. 
I  fully  recognise  that  we  are  dealing 
with  ^e  Se^nd  Beading  and  not  ^e 
Commitiee  stage.  In  reference  to 
compensation  the  great  qnestion  is  how 
you  are  to  arrive  at  an  equitable 
baais  of  calculation.  The  right  boo. 
Gentleman  opposite  seemed  rather 
puzzled  as  to  how  the  hon.  Member 
for  Spen  Valley  got  at  his  figure  of 
£1,050.  That  is  arrived  at  in  this  way. 
Suppose  you  take  premises  which  would 
make  the  difference  calculated  under  the 
Act  £100  a  year.  You  have  to  take 
them  subject  to  compensation  for  four- 
teen yean  under  the  present  time-limit. 
Now  that  would  give  at  4  per  cent. 
£1,829,  if  you  take  it  for  the  fourteen 
years  adding  interest  as  paid  year  by 
year.  If  you  pay  the  compensation  at 
once  you  arrive  at  £1,050,  the  figure 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen 
Valley,  which  is  realty  ten  and  a  tudf 
years  purchase  at  £100  a  year.  That 
is  the  fourteen  years  time-limit  calcu- 
lated  at  £100^a  j^^r,(to^5^^»t  once 
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instead  ot  over  a  period  of  fourteen 
yean.  Thafr  is  the  explanation  of  the 
£guie  at  whidi  the  hoo.  Member  for 
Spen  Valley  arrived.    Much  has  been 

said  about  the  system  of  calculating 
compensation  upon  the  assessment  of 
the  Ucensed  house.     There  is  a  letter 
this  morning  in  an  organ  not  favour- 
able to  the    views   we   are  putting 
forward  on  this  side  of  the  House — J 
mean  the  Standard.     It  is  written  by 
Messrs.. Orgill  &  Marks,  a  firm  of  valuers 
who  occupy  a  high  position.     In  that 
letter  they  deal  only  with  Uie  figures  for 
London  under  the  quinquennial  valuation 
-of  the  London  County  Council,  because  no 
-  other  figures  were  at  hand  and  they  con- 
troverted very  strongly  the  view  put  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley 
that  the  houses  were  rated  at  a  ridicu- 
lously and  even  a  dishonestly  low  figure. 
They  tell  us  that  is  not  the  case.    I  am 
-dealing  with  the  London  figures  which 
are  the  figures  they  give.   They  say  that 
during  the  last  ten  years  the  assessment 
of  public  houses  in  London  has  increased 
by  55  per  cent.,  and  further  they  tell  us 
that  hcensed  premises  are  now  according 
to  this  calculation  assessed  at  three  times 
the  value  of  the  premises  unlicensed. 
At  the  annual  rateable  value  it  works  out 
that  6,868  houses  produce  an  average 
annual  rateible  value  of  £217  for  s 
licensed  house.   Taking  these  premises 
unlicensed  and  according  to  Schedule  A, 
the  value  would  be  £72,  and,  therefore, 
the  compensation  would  be  calculated 
at  an  annual  rate  of  £145,  which  at  ten 
jfcnd  a  half  years  purchase  would  give 
an  average  of  £1,522  per  house.  One 
would  have  thought  that  this  amount 
would  represent  very  fair  compensation 
for  houses  assessed  as  licensed  premises 
at  £217.   May  I  remind  the  House  also 
of  what  seems  to  have  been  forgotten  in 
the  discussion  on  the  comparison  of  the 
compensation  paid  under  the  Act  of 
1904,   and  that  proposed  to  be  paid 
under  this  Bill?    Under  the  Act  of 
1904  there  is  only  one  compensation 
amount,  and  from  that  the  publicans 
ihare  has  to  be  carved  out.    We  have 
been  discusssing  in  ^the  deba*e  the  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  to  the  owner ; 
;here  is  a  separate  provision  in  the 
3ill  for  compensation  to  be  paid  over 
^nd  above  that,  to  the  publican.  We 
lave    to   bear   this    in  mind  when 
omparing   the  compensation  payable 


ander  the  Bill  with  the  compensa- 
tion under  the  Act  of  1914.    If  the 
figures  given  by  the  eminent  firm  of 
valuers  to  whom  I  have  referred  be 
correct,  and  if  we  take  that  assessment 
as  the  true  average  assessment  for  the 
country,  it  would  appear  that  the  owners 
of  licensed  premises,  if  dealt  with  under 
the  scale  of  this  Bill,  would  really  not 
have  very  much  to  complain  of.  It 
may  be  true — and  I  have  no  doubt  it 
is  true,  for  I  could  give  instances — that 
there  are  a  number  of  houses  in  which 
the  assessments  are  ridiculously  low, 
whatever  the  true  reason  may  be,  and, 
however  we  may  have  arrived  at  the 
result,  the  fact  is  that  in  these  houses 
these  persons  have  been  enjoying  for  a 
considerable  period  low  assessments,  and 
one  would  have  thought  that  there  was 
not  very  much  ground  for  complaint 
when  we  remember  that  under  this  very 
Bill  the  Government  gives  the  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  the  assassment  right, 
so  that  if  conscience  pricks  them  when 
they   consider    the  payment  of  com- 
pensation, and  if  they  are  desirous  of 
being  assessed  at  the  higher  rate,  their 
wish   can    be  gratified  through  the 
thoughtfulness     of    the  Oovernment. 
I  have   dealt    with    the    two  main 
points,    namely,  the  first,  as   to  the 
property    in   a     licence ;     and  the 
second,     as     to    the  compensation. 
The   only   other   point   of  substance 
on  which  I  desire   to   say   a  few 
words  is  the  monopoly  value.  Much 
has    been  said  in  criticism  of  that 
phrase.   I  would  remind  hon.  Members 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  that 
we  are  not  the  inventors  of  it.  The 
originators  of  it  were  to  be  found  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  as  it  was  in  1904.  They 
coined  the  phrase  "monopoly  value,'* 
and  they  defined  to  some  extent  what 
it  meant.   We  were  told,  I  think  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  that  we  shall  have  to 
define  what  it  means.   I  hope  he  will. 
For  myself  I  am  anxious  that  it  should 
be  made  clear,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  have  quite  apprehended  what  is  in- 
tended by  the  Bill  in  stipulating  for 
the  payment  of  the  monopoly  value. 
As  I  follow  it,  what  it  means  is  not  the 
taking  over  by  compensation  or  in  any 
other  way  the  goodwill.    What  is  in- 
tended is  to  charge  the  person  receiving 
a  licence  something   like  ita  Tali^+C 
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Bomething  more  adequately  approaching 
the  value  of  the  privilege  which  is 
to  be  given  to  him  by  the  authorities. 
I  understand  that  to  be  something  in 
the  nature  of  rent  which  he  will  have 
to  pay  for  the  privilege  granted  to  him. 
In  a  case  where  a  public-house  is  pro- 
ducing a  profit  of  £1,000  a  year,  the 
authorities  will  not  take  the  whole  or 
anything  like  the  whole  of  that  amount . 
They  will  say  that,  having  regard  to 
the  scale  on  which  they  assess 
the  privilege  of  selling  liquor  in 
the  district,  such  a  house  should 
pay.  say,  £160  or  £200  annually 
lor  this  privilege.  That  is  altogether 
apart  from  goodwill.  It  has  no  more 
to  do  with  goodwill  than  my  action 
wtould  have  in  a  case  where,  if  I  were 
'  the  owner  of  premises  in  which  a  tenant 
was  carrying  on  business,  '  I  raised 
the  rent  from  £50  to  £200.  That  tenant 
would  have  as  good  a  right  to  say  tiiat 
I  was  confiscating  his  goodwill  as  the 
man  who,  having  been  granted  a  licence, 
is  asked  to  pay  for  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  selling  drink  in  a  particular  house. 
If  I  may  add  a  word  on  clubs,  it  will 
certainly  only  be  a  word  after  the  way 
in  which  the  subject  has  been  dealt 
with  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Haggerston. 
I  would  like  to  say  for  myself  that  I 
am  glad  he  made  his  speech  and  gave 
the  figures  which  he  submitted  to  the 
House.  It  has  been  a  revelation  to  me 
to  hear  that  so  many  workmen's  clubs 
are  nothing  less  than  drinking  clubs. 
I  have  never  understood  that  was  the 
case.  I  know  some  in  my  own  constitu- 
ency. I  do  not  think  that  they  partake 
of  that  character.  It  is  true  that  they 
are  Liberal  clubs.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  description  applies  more  to  Con- 
servative clubs  than  to  Liberal  clubs. 
It  seems  to  me  that  these  clubs  are  of 
value  and  benefit.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  men  go  to  such  clubs,  and  I  maintain 
that  they  are  better  employed  in  doing 
so  than  in  going  from  one  public-house 
to  another.  I  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  licensing  question  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness  and  justice  to  those  who  are 
advocating  the  views  contained  in  and 
underlying  this  Bill,  and  to  give  us  credit 
for  the  desire  to  be  fair  and  just- 
to  the  trade.  We  do  not  intend  that 
they  should  get  any  special  favouritism 
shown    to    them,    but  we    do  in- 
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tend  that  this  proposed  legislation 
should  deal  equitably  with  them-  We 
resent  most  strongly  the  notion  that 
the  Bill  is  intended  to  avenge  the  party 
in  some  v&j  upon  the  trade,  or  to  wiest 
from  the  trade  something  whi(^  Parlia- 
ment has  no  right  to  take.  No  one 
can  accuse  the  Ck)vemment  of  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  with  a  desire  to  catch 
votes  ;  and  no  one  can  accuse  them 
of  intending  in  the  slightest  degree  to 
flinch  from  the  attitude  they  haver  taken 
up. 

*Mb.  BELLOC  (Salford,  S.) :  In  te- 
gard  to  the  discussions  which  have 
taken    place    on    the    proposals  of 

the  Government,  I  believe  there  is 
an  overwhelming  public  opinion  in  op- 
position to  them.  It  is  not  alwaj-s 
easy  for  a  man,  who  believes  that  the 
public  opinion  of  the  day  is  against  it, 
to  take  action  which  he  Imon's  to 
be  right ;  but  I  think  in  the  present 
circumstances  I  am  entitled  to  ignore 
that  public  opinion  and  support  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  I  do  so 
because,  as  the  Prime  Minister  said  ami 
as  public  opinion  has  not  yet  ap- 
preciated, the  measure  means  a 
clear  struggle  between  the  Government 
and  the  people  in  general  and  one  tradi> 
alone.  That  alone  should  induce  a  man. 
animated  in  any  way  by  democratit 
principles,  to  support  the  Second  Reading- 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Mar)'Ie- 
bone  suggested  that  the  extraordinary 
outburst  of  energy  and  alarm  immedi- 
ately after  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  trade  found 
itself  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  attacked. 
If  that  were  so,  they  would  not  have 
had  within  twelve  hours  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  such  a  display  of 
printed  matter  against  it,  nor  throughour 
England  such  an  outburst  of  scurrility 
attacking  every  Liberal  Member  and 
threatening  If  they  voted  for  the  Second 
Reading.  Thatindeedisoneofthegreatest 
reasons  why  men  who  respect  repre- 
santative  government  should  vote  for 
the  Second  Reading.  I  myself  went 
down  to  my  constituency  and  summoned 
the  licence  holders  to  a  meeting.  They 
came  in  large  niunbers.  Many  of  them, 
as  I  heartily  believe,  had  voted  for  and 
supported  me  in  the  last  election,  and.  a 
great  majority^  I  M^^^iQ^ftgl^onour 
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were  ready  to  meet  me  with  argiunents 
as  to  amendments,  and  put  before  me 
reasonable  views.    But  there  was  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting  an  element  of 
"threat  which  I  have  not  often  heard  in 
the    course  of   my  life,  but  which 
when  I  have  heard  makes  my  de- 
•ciaion  to  resist  it  only  the  stronger. 
From  that  moment,  strong  as  the  criti- 
-cisms   are  that  may  justly  be  made 
-against  the  Bill,  I  said  that  the  Second 
Reading  of  it  deserved  the  support  of 
■every  Radical  worthy  of  the  name  in  this 
House.    Another  reason  why  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  should  be  supported  is 
that,  for  the  first  time,  at  any  rate  in  our 
industrial  generation,  we  are  beginning 
to  tackle  one  of  the  great  monopolies. 
In  the  near  future  we  shall  be  compelled 
to  do  that  in  one  province  after  another. 
The  man  who  does  not  see  that  sees 
nothing  of  the  industrial  development 
of  our  time.   If  we  flinch  now  before 
threats  of  one  monopoly  alone,  then 
good-bye  to  all  economic  and  social 
reform,  and  this  House  must  cease  to  be 
not  only  the  representatives,  but  the 
^ardians  of  anything  which  is  well 
worth  securing,  and  of  its  own  honour. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  very  cogent  second 
reason  for  supporting  the  Second  Reading 
-of  the  Bill.   There  are,  nevertheless, 
certain  criticisms  which  suggest  them- 
selves to  one  who  desires  thoroughly  to 
represent  his  constituents.    I  speak  for  a 
constituency  in  which  democratic  feeling 
is  strong  and  in  which  the  ordinary  English 
■artisan,  skilled  and  unskilled,  forms  the 
great  bulk  of  the  electorate.   In  the  first 
place,  surely  too  much  power  is  ffcven  to  the 
magistracy  and  too  little  to  the  popular 
Toice,  and  especially  in  the  last  dause 
-  of  the  Bill  which,  I  venture  to  think, 
may  not  be  fully  discussed  under  the 
fall  of  the  guillotine.    In  the  second 
place,  no  power  is  given  to  the  people 
of  a  locality  to  augment   as   well  as 
to  diminish  the  number  of  licences. 
To  the  vast  majority  of  those  listen- 
ing to  me  that  may  seem  to  be  merely  a 
doctrinaire  point ;  but  there  are  areas  in 
England  where  the  fanaticism  of  the  great 
landed  proprietor,  or  more  often  of  his 
wife,  forbids  the  people  to  have  that 
common  meeting  place,  that  village  club, 
-which  a  well-conducted  public-house  is, 
■And  for  such  places  it  would  be  of  demo- 
cratic value  to  give  to  the  inhabitants 


the  right  to  say  not  only  that  they  would 
have  less  or  no  public-houses,  but  that 
they  would  have  one  or  more.  Another 
point  is  that  the  Bill  does  not  provide 
BufScientiy  for  compensation  to  the 
tenant  or  manager  and  the  employees. 
Amendments  in  that  direction  will  cer- 
tainly be  moved  from  these  benches,  and 
it  will  be  difficult  for  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  not  to  support  them.  You  are 
going  to  throw  a  considerable  number  of 
men  out  of  employment,  and  you  are 
bound  to  see  that  those  who  are  losing 
their  Hvelihood  by  the  extinction  of 
licences  are  compensated.  Finally,  the 
Bill  does  not  adequately  deal  with  the 
question  of  tiedhouses.  I  donotpretend 
to  say  at  the  moment  how  Amendments 
in  that  direction  are  to  be  framed,  but  it 
is  true  that  if  you  could  attack  that  evil, 
and  get  rid  of  the  tied  houses,  you  would 
be  doing  much  more  real  practical  work 
than  by  waiting  fourteen  years  before 
tackling  it.  That  is  the  main  evil,  so  far 
as  general  opinion  testifies.  If  the  tied- 
house  system  had  not  arisen,  and  if  the 
independent  public-house  had  continued 
to  exist,  three-fourths  of  the  difficulty 
would  not  have  arisen.  There  is  hardly 
one  evil  in  connection  with  the  licensed 
trade  which  is  not  closely  associated  with 
and  has  always  been  augmented  by  the 
tied-house  system,  the  effect  of  which 
has  been  to  throw  a  great  monopoly  into 
the  hands  of  the  wealthy  brewing  com- 
panies. The  tied  houses  represent  in 
extra  profit  to  the  monopoly  a  sura  of  at 
least  £20,000,000  a  year,  and  £20,000,000 
a  year  means  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  a 
universal,  non -contributory  old-age  pen- 
sion scheme.  The  tied-house  system 
must  be  attacked  not  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  but  at  once.  If  that  were 
done,  not  only  would  you  have  at  your 
back  the  common  sympathy  of  those 
who  have  gone  into  the  details  of  tem- 
perance reform,  but  the  general  opinion 
of  the  nation.  My  firm  belief  is  that  if 
those  who  are  most  loudly  crying  out 
against  any  change  in  the  present  system 
Imew  that  the  Qovemment  were  going  to 
abolish  the  tied-house  system,  they  would 
come  forward  and  support  the  Bill.  I 
suggest  that  one  of  the  best  ways  to  meet 
the  case  would  be  to  put  such  words  into 
the  Bill  as  to  cause  the  free  houses  to  be 
treated  with  preference  against  the  tied 
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•Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire.  Oswes- 
try) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Beading  took  a  great  many  legal  points 
in  his  speech  in  support  of  tlie  Bill.  We 
have  heard  of  legal  points  from  other 
hon.  Members  opposite,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  we  have  heard  many  speeches 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
this  Bill,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
ordinary  citizen,  will  doany  good  or  harm. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  have  paid  tributes 
to  their  own  courage  in  sticking  to  the 
Bill.  I  must  say  th*t  I  do  admire  their 
courage  for  that,  in  the  same  way  as  I 
admire  the  courage  of  an  Anarchist  who 
goes  about  with  a  bomb  which  may  at 
any  time  explode  and  kill  himself  as  well 
as  his  intended  victim.  But  the  Anar- 
chist does  not  mind  in  the  least  howmany 
absolutely  innocent  people  are  killed  or 
wonnded  in  his  attempt,  and  I  think  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  like  the  Anar- 
chist in  this  way;  they  profess  that 
they  are  going  to  attain  a  great  boon  to 
humanity  if  they  succeed  in  their  attempt, 
but  they  never  think  of  the  injury  they 
may  do  to  innocent  persons.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to-day  made 
great  fun  of  the  position  of  widows  and 
orphans  after  this  Bill  had  been  passed 
into  law,  but  not  a  single  person,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  so  far  as  I  am  able 
to  gather,  has  attempted  to  show  that 
this  Bill  does  not  affect  a  very  large 
number  of  innocent  and  harmless  people. 
I  really  have  only  heard  one  excuse  and 
one  argument  advanced  by  right  hon. 
and  hon.  Members  in  defence  of  this 
wanton  mischief  that  they  propose  to  do, 
and  that  is  that  the  widows  and  the  or- 
phans ought  not  to  have  been  so  foolish 
as  to  invest  their  money  in  brewery 
or  in  trading  concerns,  that  they 
were  the  dupes  of  the  brewer  and  those 
people  who  floated  their  businesses  into 
companies,  and  that  because  they  were  so 
simple  and  were  taken  in  therefore  they 
were  proper  victims  for  attack  by  any 
Government.  I  do  not  know,  however, 
how  far  hon.  Members  are  going  to  carry 
the  principle  that  a  man  who  has  made  a 
bad  investment  should  have  what  little 
is  left  him  of  his  investment  taken  away. 
At  all  events,  I  should  have  thought 
that  it  was  possible  for  such  a  great 
and  wise  Government  as  the  present  to 
have  devised  a  measure  for  reforming 
drunkards  without  starving  the  widows 
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the  orphans.  Z  know  tiiat  it 
is  an  unpieasaut  subject  for  some 
people  because  they  are  put  in  a 
great  dilemma,  as  very  often  on  a  public 
platform  they  make  attacks  upon  brewers 
which  are  rereived  with  great  cheering,, 
and  for  which  they  get  great  support; 
they  say  they  are  going  to  clip  the  wings^^ 
of  a  trade  which  has  made  too  much 
and  that  it  is  fair  to  take  something 
from  them.  But  if  liie  trade  and  the- 
brewers  have  managed  to  tiirow  their - 
shares  upon  widows  and  orphans  how 
are  they  going  to  be  harmed  by  this 
Biin  What  hon.  Members  want  to  do- 
apparently,  therefore,  is  to  puni^  people- 
who  have  made  a  bad  investment,, 
because  they  are  not  getting  6  pez  cent.,, 
and  to  punish  those  in  the  Ixade  who 
are  getting  more  than  6  per  cent.  Aze~ 
you  going  to  stand  as  arbiters  and  punish 
everyone  unless  they  make  exactly 
what  you  think  the  right  profit  out  of 
their  businesses  ?  What  is  the  object 
of  this  Bill  ?  First  of  all,  to  get  the 
monopoly  value,  because  that  issn^posed 
to  be  a  great  thing  for  Uie  revenue  and 
that  it  will  bring  in  a  great  deal  of  money. 
I  very  much  doubt  if  it  vilL  In  the 
second  place  it  is  said  that  the- 
reduction  of  licences  wiU  promote  tem- 
perance in  this  country.  What  I  can- 
not understand,  however,  is  how  it  is 
that  when  the  Bill  of  1904  was  debated 
in  this  House  those  who  opposed  it  said 
it  was  a  retrograde  moTOment.  and  that 
although  that  Bill  which  had  for  its 
object  tiie  reduction  of  licences,  was  of 
that  character,  this  measure  which  has- 
the  same  object,  though  perhaps  it  does 
it  much  more  quickly,  is  a  great  and 
courageous  measure  of  temperance  re- 
form. Why  is  it  that  of  two  Billa 
not  different  on  this  particular  pointy, 
one  will  do  an  injustice  to  the  temperance 
cause,  while  the  other  will  promote  it  ? 
But  will  this  Bin  promote  temperance  T' 
The  particular  ai^pmients  inducing  hon.. 
Members  to  think  that  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  licences  will  promote  tem- 
perance are,  first,  that  it  makes  super- 
vision more  easy  because  there  are  fewer 
houses  to  be  supervised,  and,  secondly, 
that  if  the  competition  is  reduced  there- 
will  not  be  so  much  temptation  to  those 
who  run  the  houses  to  push  tilie  trade 
too  far.  With  regard  to  the  supervision 
of  tile  police,  I  think^hat  uia  fairljr 
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good  argument;  but  then  side  hy  side 
with  this  proposal  for  the  reduction  of 
licences  you  are  going  to  allow  drinking 
to  go  on.  and  to  an  increased  extent, 
in  places  where  the  police  will  not 
be  able  to  supeiriae,  and  thetefoie  hon. 
Ifembeis  axe  not  entitted  to  use  that 
argument,  as  they  will  do  as  much 
harm  in  the  one  direction  as  they  will  good 
in  another.  Then  as  to  the  competition. 
If  it  is  a  fact  that  competition  causes 
license-holders  not  to  push  their  trade,  and 
make  people  drink  in  order  to  make  a 
profit,  surely  the  same  result  will  be 
produced  if  ^u  are  going  to  add  to  the 
taxation  which  the  trade  already  bears. 
It  will  in  that  case  be  more  difficult  for 
them  to  make  their  profit,  and  therefore 
thedifficultiesand  dangers  of  competition 
will  be  increased  by  your  measure.  I 
was  never  one  of  those  people  who  thought 
that  the  mere  lednctioa  in  the  number 
of  licences  was  in  itself  capable  of  doing 
much  good  to  temperance,  certainly 
not  in  a  great  many  places.  I  think 
it  was  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
who  made  a  speech  the  other  day  in 
which  he  said  it  brought  tears  to  his 
eyes  to  pass  a  gin  palace  in  a  slum  district. 
And  by  the  way,  I  suppose  he  occasion- 
ally passes  a  gin  palace  in  Dublin,  and 
some  other  Irish  cities  he  visits,  and  why 
does  it  not  brii^  tears  to  his  eyes  and 
make  him  msh  to  put  Ireland  in  this 
Bill  ?  But  what  brings  tears  to  his 
eyes  in  passing  a  gin  palace  is  not  that 
there  are  three  gin  palaces  where  there 
ought  to  be  two,  but  because  one  of 
those  houses  is  not  properly  conducted, 
and  these  are  the  places  which  should  be 
shut  up,  not  b?cau8e  they  are  redundant, 
but  because  they  are  not  properly  con- 
ducted. In  my  opinion,  what  might  be 
done  in  the  direction  of  temperance  reform 
in  this  way  is  to  close  public-houses  which 
are  not  properly  conducted,  very  much 
more  frequently  than  is  done  now.  If 
the  law  as  it  exists  were  used  as  it  should 
be  used,  I  think  you  would  do  far  more 
good  than  you  will  by  reducing  the  num* 
bers  simply  because  there  are  so  many. 
I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  impossible 
even  under  the  present  law  to  bring 
about  an  immense  boon  to  the  cause  of 
temperance  by  closer  and  more  vigilant 
police  supervision,  and  I  think  some- 
thing nu^t  be  done  by  le^slation  per- 
haps, or  at  any  rate,  by  administeation. 
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in  the  way  to  punishing  more  severely  the 
people  who  get  drunk  or  by  treating 
habitual  drunkards  in  a  more  scientific 
way  than  they  are  treated  now.  But 
I  confess  that  I  am  not  a  great  believer  in 
legi^tion  for  the  temperance  cause. 
I  believe  that  temperance  has  progressed 
very  considerably  in  the  last  few  years, 
and  that  it  is  progressing  very  steadily 
now,  but  to  my  mind,  the  great  forces 
that  you  want  to  call  forth  in  order  to 
make  the  advance  still  more  rapid 
are  not  forces  of  devastation,  but  forces 
of  education  and  religion  in  our 
schools,  joined  with  the  teaching  of 
thrift  and  responsibility  of  pirents. 
This  Government,  I  think,  has  not 
done  their  duty  in  that  respect.  They 
have  made  an  attack  upon  the  religious 
teaching  in  the  schools.  We  under- 
stand that  they  propose  to  introduce  a 
measure  of  old  age  pensions  of  a  non- 
contributory  character,  which  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  encourage  thrift.  We  all 
know  that  a  year  or  two  ago  they  passed 
a  measure  which  enabled  men  to  have 
their  children  fed  out  of  the  rates — men 
who  had  chosen  to  drink  away  the  money 
which  they  ought  to  have  spent  in 
feeding  their  children.  [Cries  of  "  No."] 
Under  the  Provision  of  Meals  Bill  the 
parents  who  dp  not  supply  thdr 
children  with  food  are  able  to  get  them 
fed  out  of  the  rates.  [Cries  of  "  Nq," 
and  "  What  about  the  provision  for 
negligent  parents  ?  "] 

•Mb.  deputy-speaker  (Mr, 
EuHOTT,  Oldham) :  Order,  order.  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  had  better  confine 
himself  to  th»  BUI. 

•Me.  BRIDGEMAN  :  My  point  was 
this,  that  if  the  Government  had  turned 
their  hands  to  thrift  instead  of  discourag- 
irg  it  they  would  have  done  more  in  the 
direction  of  promoting  temperance  than 
they  have  done.  There  axe,  it  seems^to 
me,  only  two  courses  open,  either  for 
the  State  to  take  over  the  whole  of  the 
drink  traffic  themselves  or  to  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  the  municipalities  or  else 
to  allow  the  present  system  to  go  on 
with  supervision,  but  with  supervision 
of  a  friendly  and  not  of  a  hostile  char- 
acter. Under  tius  Bill  supervision  is 
of  a  most  hostile  character,  and  hostile 
to  the  best  people  in  th^  trade  .rather 
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than  the  worst,  and  it  seems  to  me  to 
have  this  very  bad  effect,  that  it  must 
discourage  all  responsible  men  from 
entering  into  the  trade.  What  you 
should  do  is  to  encourage  men  who  are 
respectable  and  responsible  to  conduct 
the  trade,  and  tiien  it  will  be  conducted 
in  a  way  which  will  prevent,  or  at  any 
rate,  reduce  very  much  the  intemperance 
which,  of  course,  we  all  know  exists  in 
certain  instances.  What  I  ask  myself 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  is  this — 
Who  is  going  to  be  any  better  for  this 
Bill?  Not  the  brewer.  ["  Hear,  hear."] 
That  is  its  great  attraction,  I  know.  Not 
theshardiolder  in  any  business  connected 
with  the  trade,  not  the  drunkard — ^there 
is  nothing  in  this  Bill  to  make  the 
drunkard  sober — not  the  sober  person. 
As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  only  people  who 
will  be  benefited  by  this  Bill  are  those 
who  gave  vague  pledges  that  they  would 
support  a  temperance  measure,  and 
they  are  prepued  to  redeem  those 
pled^  by  supporting  any  measure 
which  can  be  described  as  a  temperance 
measure,  although  not  a  single  drunken 
man  will  be  made  sober  by  it,  and  a  great 
deal  of  harm  will  be  done  to  a  great 
number  of  people  who  are  perfectly 
sober. 

•Mr.  ARTOTR  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Barnard  Castle) :  The  Member  for 
Oswestry  who  has  just  addressed  the 
House  has  submitted  one  or  two  questions 
to  the  supporters  of  this  Bill.  He  asked 
how  it  was  that  many  of  us  opposed  the 
Act  of  1904,  with  its  reduction  proposals, 
and  described  it  as  a  retrograde  measoie, 
and  yet  are  whole-heartedly  in  support 
of  this  measure,  when  the  only  difference 
is  that  the  rate  of  reduction  may  be 
more  speedy.  I  am  prepared  as  one 
who  sat  very  closely  through  the  debates 
on  the  1904  Bill  to  answer  his  question. 
We  did  consider  it  a  retrograde  measure 
though  we  recognised  that  it  might  be  an 
instrument  for  reducing  licences,  but  we 
were  never  ctrnvinced  that  it  could  reduce 
licences  at  a  greats  rate  than  i^e 
magistrates  had  been  redndng  them. 
I  say  at  a  greater  rate.  Bat  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  some  of  the  figures  are  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  last  three  years, 
the  rate  is  Aot  much  greater.  One  of  the 
points  OQ  which  we  took  the  greatest 
exception  to  the  Bill  of  1904  was  tikat  it 
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destroyed  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
powers  that  had  been  vested  in  the 
Ucensing  bench,  in  the  interest  of  the 
public,  for  centuries.  And  this  at  a 
time  when  the  magistrates  had  beeu 
rotued  by  the  majority  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  to  a  recognition 
of  tiie  bet  that  they  had  s  duty  to  per- 
form in  the  interests  of  the  community ; 
when  they  had  become  alive  to  this  duty, 
then  the  Bill  of  1904  was  brought  in  with- 
outanyauthorityfromthecoxmtry.  Iwish 
to  emphasise  this  point  which  I  do  not 
think  has  been  emphasised  sufficiently 
in  this  debate.  We  cannot  forget  that 
the  Government  which  passed  that 
measure  came  into  power  because  they 
appealed  to  Liberals  to  forget  their 
Liberalism  and  to  Labour  men  to  lay 
aside  their  principles  in  order  that  the 
Government  might  be  allowed  to  com- 
plete the  work  they  had  in  hand  in  South 
Africa.  They  were  returned  to  power,  and 
instead  of  coming  again  to  the  country 
when  they  had  completed  their  work, 
they  proceeded  to  commit  what  I  can 
only  describe  as  an  unauthorised  wrong 
on  the  country,  by  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1904.  Hence,  I  think,  We  are 
fully  justified  in  saying  that  it  was 
a  retrograde  measure  and  in  oppos- 
ing its  passage  through  this  House. 
When  the  subsequent  election  came, 
our  constituents  were  invited  to  return 
us  to  this  House  in  order  to  do  what 
we  could  to  reverse  the  principles  of 
that  measure.  Now,  one  observation 
on  the  speech  to  which  we  listened 
with  considerable  satisfaction  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Reading.  It  was 
in  keeping  with  his  high  legal  positicm, 
but  notwithstanding  the  Sequence  of 
that  speech,  many  of  ub  were  much 
alarmed  to  find  it  marred  by  what 
I  will  venture  to  describe  as  a  very  great 
blot.  I  say,  and  I  think  I  also  speak  for 
the  majority  of  those  who  sit  upon  these 
benches,  that  we  heard  with  consider- 
able amazement  the  suggestion  that 
we,  as  a  community,  should  be  more 
genwous  still  anA  extend  the  time- 
limit  of  the  Bill.  When  I  listened  to 
the  statements  he  made  so  effectively  \ 
on  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case  I  begin 
to  think  that  he  had  made  out  a  case 
for,  instead  of  the  fourteen  years  time- 
limit,  something  considerably  less.  But 
when  he  appeal^^  to^k«^^^  and 
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-especially  to  tliose  on  tiie  Treasury 
■Bench,  and  desired  them  to  take  into 
'Conmderation  the  question  of  extending 
the  Uniit.    I  thought  the  Gfovemment  on 
that  particular  point  must  have  wished  to 
have  been  saved  from  their  friend.  Then 
I  listened,  as  many  others  did  also,  to 
what  I  will  venture  to  describe  as  a 
most  amusing  speech  from  one  of  the 
lum.  Members  for  Bolton  (Sb.  Harwood). 
It  was  some  time  before  I  coidd  find 
■out  in  which  direction   he  was  going 
and  what  he  proposed  to  do  with  his 
vote.    He  is  the  only  Member  who  has 
made  any  attempt  to  minimise  the  evils 
■of  intemperance.    I  am  pleased  to  recog- 
nise that  almost  every  speaker  on  both 
«ides  has  admitted  that  the  finding  of  the 
Royal  Commission  was  not  far  from  the 
mark  when  they  said  there  was  a  gigantic 
•evil  to  be  remedied,  and  that  abnost 
■any  sacrifice  would  not  be  too  great  to 
obtain  that  end.    The  part  that  most 
interested  me  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  when  he  appealed  to  the 
Government   to    do  away  with  the 
•democratic  nature    of  tMs  Bill  and 
to  take   out    the   local    veto  pro- 
vision.   I  was  always  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  principle  of  Liberalism 
was  trust  in  the  people,  and  I  cannot 
but  describe  the  hon.  Gentleman's  appeal 
to  the  Government  as  being  of  the  most 
<owardly  character.    It  is  a  strong  word, 
but  I  think  I  am  justified  in  using  it,  for 
this  reason.   He  tried  to  carry  the  mind 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  back  to  those  days  when  the 
late  Sir  William  Harcourt  was  in  charge  of 
a  measure  in  this  House,  a  measure  having 
for  its  object  the  setting  up  of  a  veto  in 
connection  with  the  issuing  of  licences ; 
his  suggestion  was  that  the  Liberals 
isofiered  for  having  identified  themselves 
•wiih  the  principle,  and  that  having  been 
once  bit1»n  tfaey  should  be  twice  shy. 
I  hope  on  this  occasion,  even  if  the  voice 
of  the  charmer  is  that  of  a  Liberal 
the  Government  will  be  deaf  to  any 
■  fluch  suggestion.    If  they  want  to  take 
-away  much  of  the  enthusiasm  and  deter- 
mination which  is  behind  this  measure 
in  tiie  country  as  well  as  in  this  House, 
-they  cannot  do  so  more  effectually  than 
by  responding  to  his  appeal,  and  taking 
from  the  Bill  the  provision  which  gives  the 
-veto  to  the  locality.  He  said,*  and  I  chal- 
lenge his  statement  most  emphatically,. 


that  the  working  classes  were  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  f^e  veto ;  that  the 
working-man  liked  to  get  his  beer  just 
when  he  wanted  to.  Yes,  but  that  was 
not  an  accurate  statement  of  the  position. 
The  working-men  in  thousands  of  cases 
in  this  country  cannot  please  himself 
to-day.  "Why  ?  Not  because  like  the 
people  in  Canada,  and  in  a  great  portion 
of  the  United  States,  he  has  been  con- 
sulted in  the  matter,  but  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  ground  landlord,  knowing 
that  the  presence  of  a  public-house  on  his 
estate  deteriorates  the  property,  has 
vetoed  licences.  There  are  many  estates 
on  which  there  is  not  a  single  licensed 
house.  I  challenge  the  hon.  Member 
further  on  this  point.  I  say  that  this  prin- 
ciple  has  had  the  approval  of  large  numbers 
of  working  men  in  this  conntry.  There 
are  scores  if  not  hundreds  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  to-day  who  have  stood 
for  this  principle  and  who,  if  they  did 
not  vote  for  it  in  the  old  Parliament, 
at  the  last  general  election  pledged  them- 
selves in  working  class  constituencies 
to  vote  for.  it  whenever  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  do  so.  So  far  as  the 
Labour  Party  are  concerned,  there  need 
be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  where  we 
are  on  this  question.  When  it  was  re- 
ferred to  our  Annual  Conference  two  years 
ago  a  Resolution  was  put  forward  which 
I  may  be  permitted  to  read — 

"  It  being  admitted  fcy  Judges,  magistrates, 
chief  constables,  Poor  Law  administratora, 
governors  of  gaols,  governors  of  lunaticasylums, 
minUtere  of  religion  of  all  denominations,  and 
social  workers  generally,  that  the  drink  traffic 
is  a  fruitful  source  oi  poverty,  crime  and 
Iiuiaoy,  this  C<mference  is  of  opinion  that  the 
time  nas  arrived  when  the  workers  of  the 
nation  should  demand  that  a  taw  be  enacted 
giving  the  inhabitants  of  every  locality  the 
right  to  veto  any  application  for  either  the 
renewal  of  existing  licence*  or  the  granting  of 
new  ones,  seeing  that  public-houses  are  gener- 
ally aituatftd  in  thickly  populated  working- 
claas  districts." 

There  was  a  discussion  on  that,  and  a 
vote  taken,  and  I  should  like,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  give  the  result  of  the  figures — "Forthe 
resolution,  666,000;  against,  103,000." 
At  the  Conference  in  the  following  year 
this  question  came  up  again  in  a  slightly 
different  form,  and  the  following  Resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted— 

"  That  any  mea<ture  of  temperance  reform 
should  confer  on  the  localities  full  and  un- 
fettered power  for  dealing  with  the  licensing 
aneatkm  m  accordance  with  local  opmwQ.  Bv 
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thin  meani  localitiaa  should  be  enabled  to 
(n)  prohibit  the  ule  of  Uqnor  witbio  their 
boiiodarieB ;  (b)  reduce  the  nnmbOT  of  licences 
and  regulate  the  conditions  under  which  they 
may  be  held  ;  and  (c)  if  a  locality  deeires  that 
licences  are  to  be  granted,  to  determine 
whether  such  licences  shall  be  under  private 
or  any  fomi  of  public  control." 

So  far  as  the  representatives  of  the 
Labour  Party  are  concerned,  their  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  this  provision  is 
[lerfectly    plain    and  straightforward. 
There  is    a  strong  force  of  oi^an- 
ised  labour  in  this  countzy  who  are 
very  largely  giving  their  support  to 
this  Bill,  not  merely  on  any  temperance 
lines,  but  because,  in  the  first  place,  it 
pro^Hdes  us  with  the  means  of  regaining 
that  which  we  ought  never  to  have  lost 
— the  power  and  control  over  existing 
licences.    The  hon.  Member  for  Salford 
I  think  was  mistaken  when  he  said  that 
there  was  no  power  in  the  Bill  to  ailment 
the  number  of  licences.   Provided  there 
is  any  locality  where  the  number  of 
licences  does  not  reach  the  nxmiber  in 
the  schedule,  and  an  application  is  made 
for  a  new  licence,  the  power  of  the  vote 
could  decide  in  favour  of  that  new 
licence.    Unless  that  is  the  Bill,  I  am 
very  much  mistaken.   If  they  do  not 
reach  the  schedule  limit,  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying  the  people  could  decide 
as  to  whether  the  existing  number  should 
be  increased.    There  was  another  point 
upon  which  I  feel  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  me  to  say  a  few  words.    One  of 
the  objections  that  has  been  made  by 
those  who  have    spoken  against  the 
Bill  is  the  influence  its  operation  is 
going  to  exercise  in  the  direction  of  the 
displacement  of  labour.   That  point  has 
not  only  been  made  in  this  House.  There 
has  been  a  strenuous  endeavotir  to  make 
it  on  hundreds  of  platforms    in  the 
country.    It  is  a  point  in  which  we  are 
very  much  interested.    I  think  hon. 
Members  will  admit  our  anxiety  in 
connection  with  the  great  unemployed 
problem.    We  recognise  that  it  is  bad 
enough  to-day,  without  having  it  in- 
creased unnecessarily  by  any  Bill ;  and 
are  we  delighted  to  find  such  sympathy 
from  quarters  where  we  do  not  alwavs  get 
it,  regarding  this  feature  in  our  social 
life.    I  notice  that  the  trade  have  made 
very  great  efforts  to  find  figures  of  the 
actual  situation  that  will  be  created  by 
the  operation  of  the  Bill.   First  of  all, 

Mr.  Arthur  Sendmon, 


we  were  told  that  the  number  employed 
by  the  trade  was  1,000,000  ;  then  it  roa* 
to  1,500,000 ;   and  now  I  believe  it  is 
somewhere  near  2,000,000.    Where  ate^ 
we  going  to  end  ?    Are  these  figures 
correct  ?    I  challenge  them.    I  say  that 
they  are  very  far  from  being  correct.  It' 
we  take  even  those  who  have  written  in 
connection  with  this  question  not  in  tiie 
interests  of  temperance,   but  in  the 
interests  of  the  trade — 3Ir.  Pratt,  who 
has  written  a  book  in  defence  of  thfr 
licensed  trade — the    estimate  of  the 
number  employed  in  and  about  breweries- 
is  about  70,000,  and  the  number  em- 
ployed in  public-houses  is  486»968,  or  a 
total  of  556,000.   What  do  we  find?' 
We  find  that  there  has  been  a  great 
change  taking  place  in  the  occupations 
connected  with  the  trade  by  the  transfer 
83r8tem  that  has  been  going  on.    I  have 
here  the  figures  for  Birmin^iam.   I  am 
surprised,  and,  having  analysed  them^ 
I  venture  to  say  that  more  men  have 
been  displaced  as  the  result  of  the  transfer 
system  in  the  Birmingham  district  than 
will  be  displaced  by  the  operation  of  this 
Bill.    I  wonder  how  it  is  we  cannot  get 
this  appeal  for  compensation  and  for 
consideration  for  displaced  labour  when 
it   is   displaced   by   other    forms  of 
monopoly.   I  was  going  through  some 
of  the  Government  Returns  not  so  very 
long  ago,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  in  the  quarrying  industry  between 
1894  and  1905  the  number  of  hands 
employed  had  gone  down  by  10,000^ 
and  yet,  notwithstanding  that  reduc- 
tion, the  increase  in  the  output  of  mineral 
amounted  to  no  less  than  16,000,000- 
tons;   We  never  heard  any  voice  raised 
on  behalf  of  those  10,000  men.  These 
instances  con  be  extended,  bat  I  feel 
quite  sure  it  is  tmnecessa^.   If  our 
friends  who  oppose  the  Bill  and  who- 
are  interested  in  the  trade  are  really 
so  anxious  to  avoid  the  displacement 
of  labour,  I  should  like  to  ask  them 
what  they  think   of    this  particular 
letter  which  I  have  received  to-day,  to- 
be  read  during  tlus  debate — 

"  I  should  like  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of 
yourself  and  colleagues  in  the  Hou^e  an  inat&nce 
of  the  anxiety  of  the  trade  not  to  throw  people- 
out  of  employmeDt.  For  twenty  years  I  have 
been  on  the  staff  of  a  trade  paper,  fimt  aa  a 
compositor,  ^nd  then  as  a  reader.  About  a 
month  ago  a  petition  against  the  Licensing, 
Bill  was  paased  ^uiidj^e  9*00^^**" 
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one  who  did  not  sign  it  in  department, 
remarking  that  I  did  not  think  it  fihonld  have 
been  passed  round.  A  few  days  afterwards  I 
was  given  notice  to  quit,  not  for  refusing  to  sign 
the  petition,  but  because  I  1^  work  without 
asking  permisBion." 

The  individual  concerned  is  prepared  to 
challenge  that  reason  before  any  properly 
constituted  body.  He  is  prepared  to 
disprove  the  charge  made  against  him. 
Those  who  are  orying  to-day  about  the 
displacement  of  labour  are  prepared  to 
begutltyof  an  act  of  oppression  such  as  I 
have  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House, 
In  this  debate  far  too  much  time  has 
been  taken  up  in  dealing  with  one 
aspect  of  the  case.  It  has  been 
property,  property,  property.  There 
has  been  an  attempt,  I  believe  a 
futile  attempt,  made  to  show  that  the 
Bill  is  going  to  do  nothing  for  temperance, 
and  that  we  are  not  justified  in  making 
the  attack  upon  property  because  it  is 
going  to  fail  to  do  anything  to  promote 
the  public  good  or  sobriety.  I  question 
that  very  much.  I  think  we  have  not 
heard  sufficient  of  the  temperance  pro- 
posals in  connection  with  the  Bill.  We 
have  not  heard  sufficient  of  the  powers  that 
are  going  to  be  restored  to  the  magistrates 
of  the  coimtry.  We  have  not  heard 
sufficient  of  the  powers  to  deal  with  the 
evils  80  far  as  child-life  is  concerned. 
Kone  of  those  who  have  attacked  the  Bill 
dare  say  that  a  licence  is  a  freehold. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  their  own 
leader,  in  the  discussion  on  his  Bill, 
declared  that  it  was  not  a  freehold,  that 
there  was  no  freehold  in  a  licence,  that 
his  Bill  did  not  propose  to  give  any  free- 
hold. They  have  nevertheless  concen- 
trated their  attack  upon  this  aspect  of 
the  case.  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the 
temperance  proposals  had  been  brought 
more  prominently  before  the  House  it 
would  have  been  to  the  advantage  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill.  I  am  delighted  to 
think  at  any  rate  that  the  Bill  appeals 
with  force  to  the  Labour  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  that  every 
Member  of  our  Party  who  is  able  to  get 
to  the  House  will  be  here  to  give  his  vote 
on  behalf  of  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
measure. 

SiK  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) : 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  nobody 
regrets  more  than  I  do  the  absence 
to-night  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
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and  especially  the  caxise  of  that  absence. 
I  think  hon.  Members  will  agree  that 
it  would  have  been  an  advantage  had 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  been  here 
to  wind  up  this  delmte  so  far  as  the 
Opposition  is  concerned.   Not  only  on 
the  ground  of  the  illness  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  do  I  regret  the  position 
in  which  I  find  myself.    I  have  not  the- 
least  ambition — I  never  have — to  tres- 
pass on  ^e  patience  of  the  House.  I 
I  have  no  ambition  to  make  speeches. 
Upon  this  occasion,  however,  it  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to'  wind  up  the  debate 
for  the  Opposition.   I  do  not  suppose 
for  a  moment  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
add  much   of   any  great  importance 
to    the   arguments   that   have  been 
already  put  before   the   House,  but 
I  shall  do  my  best,  and  that  is  the- 
most  that  I  can  do.   I  listened  this- 
aftemoon  to  a  very  able  speech  from  the- 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    It  was- 
a  very  able  speech,  and  may  I  saythatits 
peroration,  although  I  think  it  was  more 
suited  to  the  platform  than  the  House  of 
Commons,  very  much  affected  me.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  although  he  differs  - 
from  me  in  politics,  I  hope  does  not 
imagine  for  a  moment  that  he  abhors - 
the  evils  of  intemperance  any  more 
than  I  do.   A  right  hon.  Gentleman,  a 
Member  of  this  House,  a  few  days  ago 
in  the  country  spoke  of  the  numbers  of 
men    in   this  House,  whom  he  met 
here,  who,  he  said,  were  ruining  their 
careers   by  their  intemperate  habits 
and   their  addiction   to  intoxicating, 
liquor.    I  do  not  think  it  was  a  very 
worthy  thing  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  do,  for  I  do  not  see  much  advan-- 
tage  in  the  coimtry,  nor  do  I  believe  it 
to  be  true,  to  represent  that  the  Houses 
of  Commons  is  not  worthy  to  represent 
them.   At  all  events,  I  do  not  suppose 
for  a  moment  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
in  his  peroration  included  me  amoi^t 
those  who  were  wrecking  their  careers- 
by  their  intemperate  habits.  I  only 
wish  I  had  the  eloquence  or  even  the 
memory  to  imitate  the  eloquence  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon  this 
question  of  intemperance.   I  can  assure  ■- 
him  I  agree  with  every  word  he  said.- 
If  I  could  repeat  his  speech  from  memory 
I  would  ma^  it  part  of  my  own  on  the- 
present  occasion.    But  when  the  right- 
hon.  Gentleman  sgt^gff^^KgtgR^h™*' 
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of  intemperance  in  this  country,  he 
forgot  to  explain  to  us  how  the  BUI 
before  the  House  was  going  in  any  serious 
way  to  afiect  the  question.  He  &»zgot  to 
show  us,  perhaps  he  did  not  forget, 
but  could  not  by  any  material 
figures  explain  to  us  what  was  the  con- 
nection between  the  number  of  licences 
and  the  amount  of  intemperance  which 
he  was  so  vividly  depicting  to  the  House. 
Do  not  let  him  imagine  for  a  moment 
because  I  say  that  tlat  I  say  there  is  no 
•connection.  I  was  a  party  to  the  Act  of 
1904.  I  put  it  before  the  House  as  a 
"temperance  reform.  I  believe  it  was 
such,  and  I  believe  that  the  way  it  has 
worked  out  has  proved  that  in  what  we 
said  we  were  right  upon  that  occasion. 
I  say  as  regards  the  present  Bill  there  io 
nothing  of  temperance  reform  which  can 
be  worked  out  in  relation  to  the  reduc- 
tion, of  public-houses  contained  in  the 
present  Bill  which  is  not  in  a  much  more 
satisfactory  way  worked  out  in  the  Act 
of  1904.  But  the  only  disadvantage 
of  our  Act  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
was  that  it  worked  out  this  result  without 
injury  to  anybody,  whilst  the  Bill  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister 
seeks  to  work  out  the  same  result  with 
injury  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
persons.  That  seems  to  be  the  great 
ambition  of  all  Radical  Members  when 
they  produce  measures  before  this  House 
for  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  social 
reform.  There  is  no  merit  in  any  Bill 
proposed  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite unless  it  does  an  injury  to  some- 
body— the  injury  and  not  the  benefit  to 
the  community  is  the  gist  of  this  Bill. 
lUlNisTBRiAL  laughter.]  I  quite  un- 
derstand the  laugh.  I  do  not  mind  it.  You 
have  never  been  able  to  settle  much  since 
you  came  into  office,  and  that  is  because 
you  have  refused  to  settle  anything  by 
iaking  away  the  sting  as  regards  those  to 
whom  you  are  opposed.  That  is  the  reason 
why  you  have  failed  to  settle  what  I  wish 
you  would  settle  wit^  all  my  heart — the 
■education  question,  which  hfui  been  before 
the  House  for  so  many  years.  Well,  Sir, 
as  regards  the  result  of  this  Bill  and  the 
amount  of  injury  it  will  cause :  after  all 
you  look  upon  relative  benefit  and 
relative  injur}-.  You  must  take  some 
sort  of  perspective  view.  What  I  mean 
is  this.  You  ought  not  to  confer  an  in- 
^nitestmal  benefit  upon  a  small  portion  of 
Sir  E.  Carson, 
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the  community  and  the  maximum  amount 
of  injury  upon  a  large  number  of  indi- 
viduals. I  could  not  help  tMuking  of 
the  words  that  were  uttered  ^e  other  night 
by  that  very  sincere  and  very  extreme 
temperance  reformer,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Spen  Valley.  In  a  speech 
of  undoubted  sincerity  and  great  force  he 
said — 

"  In  England  and  Wales  there  are  50  per 
cent,  more  licences  in  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation than  there  are  in  Scotlaod,  ScotUiid 
ia  in  the  position  that  England  and  Wal« 
will  be  in  fourteen  years  after  the  paaaing  of 
this  Bill" 

Well,  Sir,  if  after  fourteen  years — after 
doing  what  I  believe  to  be  incalculable 
injury  to  a  large  number  of  people  who 
have  unfortunately  invested  their  money 
— if  we  in  this  country  and  in  Wales  are 
only  to  be  in  the  position  of  Scotland, 
I  should  like  to  know  are  we  reaping 
sufficient  benefit  to  compensate  for  ihe 
injury  inflicted  by  this  Bill  ?  That 
is  after  fourteen  years,  when  you 
have  reduced  your  licences  to  the  same 
proportion  to  the  population  as  they 
are  in  Scotland.  Have  not  we  a  right  tp 
ask  what  is  the  effect  of  that  proportion 
upon  the  people  of  Scotbnd?  Does 
anyone  want  this  country  to  be  in  the 
same  position  as  the  people  in  Scotland  ? 
I  do  not  say  a  word  against  the  Scottish 
nation,  but  I  heard  a  Scotsman  once 
described  as  a  man  who  keeps  the  Sabbath 
and  everything  else  he  can  lay  his  hands 
upon.  When  I  am  told  that  the  reduction, 
of  licences,  with  the  enormous  amount 
of  disadvantage  to  innocent  investors  in 
licensed  property  in  this  country,  is 
going  to  leave  us  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
years  in  the  condition  of  Scotland,  I 
ask  is  the  game  worth  the  candle  ? 
Therefore,  I  say  that  when  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  made  his  speech  this  evening, 
which  I  can  assure  him  with  all  sincerity 
appealed  to  me  as,  I  hope,  one  who  takes 
no  low  view  of  the  duties  of  this  House 
in  relation  to  this  question,  I  felt  that  if 
we  are  going  to  inflict  tlus  hardship  on 
these  investors,  we  ought  to  look  for 
some  better  result  than  what  we  are  told 
has  followed  in  Scotland.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is,  the  reduction  of  the 
houses,  I  was  going  say,  is  only  on  the 
fringe  of  the  question.  I  doubt  very 
much  if  it  approaches  the  fringe  of  the 
question.    As  regards  the  reduction  of 
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houses,  it  is  not  a  question  of  temperance 
reform ;  it  is  aquestion,  as  all  these  licens- 
ing Acts  are,  of  policing  the  districts  in  a 
more  convenient  way  with  a  view  to  pre- 
venting the  houses  being  carried  on  impro-  i 
perly.  So  far  as  that  is  a  matter  of  tem- 
perance leform  I  admit  it,  but  no  further. ' 
So  far  as  that  is  neceasaty,  you  have  i 
already  got  it  without  injury  to  anybody 
under  the  Act  of  1904.  The  !^ime  Minister 
says  the  Opposition  have  miscalculated 
the  character  and  the  potency  of  the 
forces  arrayed'  behind  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
deny  that  great  forces  are  arrayed  behind 
the  Bill,  but  I  believe  they  are  forces  I 
which  do  not  take  a  prospective  view 
of  the  real  situatiou.  A^y  I  be  perfectly 
frank  with  the  House,  as  I  hope  I  always  ' 
will  be,  and  say  that  a  large  number  of  my 
own  constituents  are  arrayed  as  forces 
behind  the  Bill,  although  it  does  not 
apply  to  Ireland.  I  should  not  be  candid 
with  the  House  if  I  did  not  admit  so  much, 
because  I  have  had  many  communications 
on  the  subject.  But  I  believe  they  mis- 1 
understand  the  question,  and  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  communicate 
personally  with  many  of  them  I  believe 
they  will  come,  after  hearing  my  argu- 
ments, to  a  very  different  conclusion. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should  con- 
sider myself  a  dishonourable  man  and 
unfitted  to  represent  my  constituency  if  I 
were  to  give  any  countdnanoetothemAin 
provisions  of  the  Billl  am  now  criticising,  i 
It  is  the  Government  and  not  the  Oppo-  ' 
sition  who  have  miscalculated  the  forces 
in  the  country  with  regard  to  this  Bill. ' 
It  is  not  apathy  to  the  drink  evil  that 
makes  so  many  peraons  oppose  the  Bill. 
It  is  the  belief  that  any  temperance 
reform  efEected  by  the  Bill  will  be  in- 
finitesimal, while  the  hardships  inflicted 
will  be  very  great.  No  greater  mistake 
can  be  made  than  to  suppose  that  the 
opposition  to  the  Bill  comes  from  sym- 
pathy with  the  brewers.  To  talk 
of  brewers  is  not  to  speak  of  a  sniaJI 
class  like  the  Irish  landlords,  but 
300,000  or  400,000  people  interested 
in  breweries.  It  is  useless  to  abnns 
the  brewers.  Why  should  they  not 
defend  their  interests  ?  Why  shotdd 
they  not  fight  for  their  existence  ? 
Nothing  amuses  me  more  in  this  Hou^^p 
than  the  way  in  which  individual  interosJ  ^ 
are  fought  for  upon  both  sides.  Whm 
it  is  a  question  of  the  interests  of  tlte 


Irish  landlords  there  are  hon.  Members 
opposite  who  say  ;  "  It  is  only  the  Irisb 
landlords;  perish  their  interests."  [Op- 
position cries  of  "No,  no."]  If  lit 
happens  to  be  the  interests  of  English 
landlords  which  are  at  stake — and  there  - 
are  specimens  of  English  landlords  on 
the  o^er  side  of  the  House — ^then  they  do 
not  hesitate  to  take  their  part  and  plead 
on  their  own  behalf.  When  it  happens 
to  be  a  question  of  colliery^  rights  hon. 
Members  opposite  are  just  as  quick  at 
realising  their  own  interests  as  hon. 
Members  on  this  ^de.  When  it  is  a 
question  of  creating  a  privileged  class 
amongst  the  community  in  relation  to- 
the  laws  of  labour,  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway  are  not  in  the  least  back- 
ward, and,  what  is  more,  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly successful.  I  do  not  in  the 
least  begrudge  them  their  success.  But 
it  is  not  sympathy  with  the  brewers 
that  is  creating  the  agitation  against 
the  Bill.  It  is  the  feeling  that  a  pre- 
cedent is  being  set  up  by  this  Bill  which 
will  have  far-reaching  consequences  in 
relation  to  all  property  and  all  vested 
interests.  We  ought  to  be  very  careful 
about  these  precedents.  I  will  not  quote 
Socialist  and  Radical  journals  as  to  what 
precedents  may  be  created  by  this  Bill. 
I  might  quote  paragraphs  from  the  Dailif 
News,  which  once,  at  all  events,  was  a 
great  newspaper  representing  the  political 
interests  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
I  am  glad  to  see  the  Solicitor-Gjeneral 
present.  I  take  a  peculiar  interest  in 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend's  office. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  "  A  pecuniary 
interest  ?  "]  No,  it  is  not  a  pecuniary 
interest,  for  it  pays  me  much  better  to  be 
where  I  am.  The  Solicitor-Greneral  is 
a  great  expert  in  creating  precedents. 
He  made  a  most  interesting  speech  on 
this  Bill,  and  I  can  assure  the  Solicitor- 
General  that  I  listened  to  him  with 
no  unfriendly  feeling.  The  Solicitor- 
Oenemrs  argunictit  was  that  the  Bill 
i-.  i;i'lhiji(!  but  mi  extension  of  tht;  Act  of 
19(14.  Tl!UJ>  the  reduction  of  Heenoeft 
U  but  an  L^xtcLsioii,  and  wheu  it  iftO^god 
Uiat  all  licences  should  receive  compen- 
sation, it  is  pleaded  thftt  it  is  simply  an 
ext^n^ion  of  the  previous  Act  to  F:iy  th:i.t 
nftor  frnirteen  ypars  tk>  lunire  will  <^ri]ov 
ci'iiiiien^^ahon.  It  is  i  Iminr  d  a.-  i-a 
tension  ali^o  to  i^av  that  old  a?  wul 
I BBW  Ijcence^  tut:  to  pfti   
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value.  This  is  the  way  in  which  prece- 
dents are  created  in  the  House.  Hon. 
Members  should  be  careful,  however, 

in  establishing  precedents  of  this  kind, 
fox  a  time-limit  as  to  compensation  for 
recognised  interests  may  be  applied  to 
every  species  of  property  which  derives 
its  sanctioa  from  the  House  of  Commons. 
£"Oh,oh!"]  Take  the  case  of  railways. 
I  think  I  could  make  a  very  pathetic 
speech  as  to  the  community's  relation 
to  railways  by  asking  where  do  they 
get  tiieir  monopoly,  and  contending 
tJiat,  as  the  House  of  Commons  has 

-  conferred  this  monopoly,  it  has  the 
right  to  resume  it.  Then  there  are 
the  tramway  companies,  the  gas  com- 
panies, the  electric  lighting  companies, 
all  of  whom  have  received  their 
monopolies  from  the  House  of  Commons, 
who  therefore,  according  to  the  aiqpiment 
that  has  been  used,  can  resume  t^em  by 
igiving  fourteen  years  notice.  [An  Hex. 
Member  :  "  That  is  already  arranged 
for."]  That  is  the  precedent  you  are 
lajing  down  by  this  Bill,  and  it  is  because 
those  who  have  invested  their  money  in 
these  concerns  feel  that  they  are  being 
hit  by  legislation  of  this  kind,  and  not 
because  they  have  any  sympathy  with  the 
liquor  trade  and  the  brewery  companies, 
that  the  forces  of  the  country  are  arrayed 

:  against  you.  I  know  that  the  Prime 
Minister,  whom  I  compliment  on  his  well- 
earned  elevation,  said  that  the  Opposition 
are  talking  of  questions  where  there  is 
property,  and  that  the  Government  are 
tallong  of  questions  where  they  do  not 
admit  that  there  is  any  vested  interest 

■or  any  property.  I  think  that  there  is 
a  very  narrow  distinction,  not  in  the 
abstract,  but  having  regard  to  the  realities, 
as  to  what  is  the  question  of  interest 
in  licences  as  they  have  existed  under 
the  law  up  to  the  present  time.  The 
whole  argument  has  been — and  upon  it 
the  Government  have  staled  their 
whole  defence  of  the  Bill — that  we 
must  look  upon  a  licence  as  having 
been  granted  for  a  year.  That  argument 
will  not  hold  water  on  examination. 
It  is  not  a  true  argument,  it  is  not  a 
sound  argument ;  and — without  mean- 
ing to  give  offence  to  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite — believe  it  to  be 
a  hypocritical  argument.  And  why  do 
I  say  so  1  We  have  heard  very  little 
in  the  course  of  this  debate  as  regards 
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the  question  of  the  beer-house  licences 
granted  prior  to  1869— the  ante-1869 
Ucences  and  of  their  ri^t  to  annual 
renewrai.  Thirty  thousand  of  t^ese  ante- 
1869  on-licences  are  to  be  affected  by 
this  Bill.  Do  you  apply  that  argument 
to  those  licences  ?  We  are  constantly 
reminded  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House  of  the  decision  in  *'  Sharp  t*. 
Wakefield "  that  there  was  only  an 
annual  grant,  with  the  discretion  of  the 
justices  to  refuse  it.  Does  any  lawyer 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  deny  that 
as  regards  these  ante-1869  beer-houses, 
the  licensees  had  an  absolute  right, 
subject  to  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  to  have  a  renewal 
whether  the  justices  Uked  it  or  not  ? 
The  Act  says,  if  the  licensee  complies 
with  the  conditions  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  house  and  other  matters — 

"  It  Rhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  justices  to 
refuse  it." 

If  ever  there  was  a  vested  interest  created 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  the 
interest  created  by  the  ante-1869  licences. 
One  gentleman,  whose  name  at  all  events 
will  be  received  with  respect  by  those 
who  practice  in  my  profession — I  mean 
Sir  Harry  Poland — in  giving  evidence 
before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  said  that  that  was  looked 
upon  as  a  statutory  freehold,  subject  to 
the  fulfilment  of  conditions.  What  is 
the  use  of  asking  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House  about  the  question  of  vested 
interest  when  you  are  giving  it  the  go- 
by to  the  extent  of  one-third  of  the  whole 
of  the  licences  you  are  going  to  take 
away  ?  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite — 
does  he  deny  that  the  ante-1869  beer 
houses  had  a  statutory  right  to  renewal, 
subject  to  the  conditions  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  You  set  us  the 
example  in  190i. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  :  I  did  not  think  I 
should  draw  the  Prime  Minister.  No, 
Sir,  we  provided  that  none  of  these 
licences  should  be  taken  away  without 
compensatioa. 

Mb.  ASQUITH:    Which  they  had 
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Sir  E.  CARSON  :   Which  they  were 
willing  to  pay  for,  and  which  we  pro- 
vided hy  the  Act  should  be  calculated 
upon  the  basis  that  they  were  statutory 
freeholds.    There  is   the   question  of 
precedent   again  in   the   question  of 
whether  these  men  are  statutory  free- 
holders.  Does  the  ri^t  hon.  Qentleman 
really  think  it  is  any  answer  to  what  I 
am  saying  if  he  says  that  not  one  of 
them  should  be  disturbed  without  full 
compensation    for   the   value   of  his 
licence  ?     Does  he  say  that  is  a  pre- 
cedent ?    Does  he  say,  not  as  Prime 
Minister  but  as  a  great  lawyer,  that  that 
is  a  real  answer  to  what  I  have  been 
stating  ?    It  is  no  answer.    He  wants 
to  hold  us  on  a  legal  technicality,  [An 
Hon.  Mehbek  :    "  You  want  to  hold 
him."]   Yes,  I  want  to  hold  him*  I 
always  notice  that  when  it  suits  this 
House  there  is  nothing  they  so  much 
condemn  as  a  legal  technicality  and  a 
lawyer  who  puts  it  forward.  In  point  of 
iact,  this  House  suits  itself  to  the  parti- 
■cular  matter  in  hand.    It  can  find  a 
precedent  or  a  reason  for  anything. 
Lawyers  are  often  accused  of  holding  a 
brief  on  one  side,  but  we  do  not  hold 
briefs  any  more  than  politicians  do 
when  they  wish  to  put  forward  a  parti- 
cular view,  and  I  know  that  the  Prime 
Minister  would  be  the  last  to  disparage 
the  views  of  lawyers  in  this  House.  I 
xemember  when  the  Irish  Land  Act  of 
1881  was  being  passed,  when  they  wanted 
to  turn  the  yearly  tenant,  who  had 
nothing  but  the  expectancy  of  being 
kept  on  from  year  to  year,  into  a  practical 
freeholder,  they  said  :   "  He  has  been 
kept  on  from  year  to  year  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  has  looked  upon  himself 
as  a  freeholder,  and  why  should  we  not 
turn  him  intp  what  he  practically  is  ?  " 
And  they  did.    It  suited  the  Radical 
Party   at   that  time,  and  so  they 
made  use  of  that  argument.    So  little 
was  left  of  the  rights  of  the  landlord  that 
the  landlord  asked  for  compensation. 
Their  answer  was  :    "  Nonsense,  his  ex- 
pectation was  so  great  that  he  was  really 
a  freeholder  at  the  time."   Now,  when 
yon  talk  of  a  licence-holder  who  has  an 
szpectancy  of  perpetual  renewal  under 
the  law  which  you  yourselves  have 
3reated  you  say :  "  Oh,  no,  we  cannot 
:;iirn  him  into  a  freeholder.   How  can 
we,  for  all  he  has  is  a  yearly  tenancy  in 


his  licence.  What  does  it  matter  that 
he  has  always  in  practice  been  treated  as 
a  freeholder ;  we  fall  back  on  our  legal 
technical  right.'*  As  regards  the  60,000 
licences  outside  the  ante- 1869  licences  you 
are  ignoring  the  whole  of  the  facts  when 
you  treat  these  licences  as  a  mere  annual 
interest.  That  is  as  fraudulent  an  argu- 
ment as  ever  was  addressed  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  Who  treated  the  licence- 
holders  as  if  a  licence  was  a  vested  in- 
terest, or  something  very  much  more 
than  a  yearly  interest  ?  Everybody  ! 
But,  first  of  all,  the  State  did,  because  it 
taxed  them.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  we  merely  taxed  a 
marketable  security.  That  was  not  the 
real  fact  of  the  case.  I  remember  a  very 
remarkable  speech  made  in  this  House 
by  the  late  Lord  Goschen — Mr.  Goschen 
as  he  then  was,  in  1895 — and  I  now  com- 
mend it  to  the  House.  Speaking  on 
8th  April,  1895,  he  said— 

"  If  publicana  have  no  vested  interest  in 
these  licences  why  does  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  tax  them  ?  I  know  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  William  HarcourtJ  and  I  hare 
derived  hundreds  of  thonaands  of  pounds 
from  the  Tiew  that  s  licence  was  not  only  an 
annual  licence,  but  entitled  to  renewal.  Does 
he  deny  that  ?  He  docs  not ;  he  is  not  such  a 
robber"  as  he  would  make  himself  out  to  be. 
Nor  am  I,  or  I  should  share  his  criminality.  .  .  . 
The  Law  Officers  say  there  is  no  vested  interest 
in  licences,  and  that  the  holders  are  entitled 
to  no  compensation  whatever.  I  feel  a  criminal 
after  what  I  have  heard.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  not  loni^  ago  had  an  estate  <rf 
nearly  three  millions  composed  almost  entirely 
of  the  value  of  public-hooBes,  These  public- 
houses  would  not  have  been  worth  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  amount  if  there  had  been  no  vested 
interest.  It  was  the  expectation  of  the  vested 
interest  that  put  the  money  into  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  pocket." 

These  vested  interests  had  put  millions 
into  the  pocket  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Where  have  they  gone  ? 
To  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  And  now 
we  are  going  to  ask  them  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  to  pay  it  over  again  in 
order  that  there  may  be,  to  use  the  words 
of  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department,  an  abounding  revenue  for 
the  State.  "  Oh  !  but,"  says  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  this  is  very 
important,  "  we  only  look  upon  it  as  an 
expectation."  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  docu  - 
ment  that  issued,  not  for  the  purposes 
of  this  debate,  but  in  the  year  1890 — a 
document  by  order  of  this  House,  to  show 
how  licensed  houses  were  ^^^^|^ 
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with  in  estimating  the  succession  duties 
-nleath  duties.  In  this  document  it  is 
stated  on  the  pait  of  tJie  Inland  Revenue 
that  upon  the  death  of  a  freehoHer 
publican  the  annual  value  ot  his  freehold 
IB  treated  in  succesBion  duty  accounts  as 
permanently  enhanced  by  a  licence.  It 
is  enhanced  in  the  estimation  of  the 
GrOTemment  as  lasting  the  whole  free- 
hold, which  means  until  "kingdom  come," 
whatever  that  may  be.  Yet  this  is  only 
an  annual  interest,  you  know !  In  the 
case  of  the  death  of  the  holder  of 
leasehold  premises,  in  estimating  for 
probate  duty,  it  is  again  presumed  that 
the  licence  will  contiiiue.  A  great 
deal  was  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
this  afternoon  about  robbery  by  the 
brewers,  but  what  about  robbery 
by  the  Government?  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Coventry  the  other  night  spoke 
of  the  Government  being  model  em- 
ployers. What  about  their  being  the 
model  assessors  of  the  taxes  of  the  coun- 
try? Sir,  that  one  paper  issued  by  the  Trea- 
sury Department — a  document  which  is 
in  existence,  I  believe,  down  to  the 
present  moment — is  enough  to  condenm 
this  Bin.  What  does  it  mean  ?  I  do 
ask  the  House,  whether  they  agree  with 
me  or  not  on  the  main  question,  to 
consider  this  in  all  seriousness.  Are 
you  going  to  say,  to  the  publican  :  "  Look 
here,  when  we  want  to  take  money  out 
of  the  licensed  trade  we  tell  them  the 
licence  is  a  permanent  interest,  but  when 
we  want  to  take  away  their  trade  from 
them,  the  only  argument  we  have  is  that 
the  former  ai^iument  is  a  falsehood,  and 
they  have  no  permanent  interest  at  all  ?  " 
Is  any  Government  entitled  to  go  on 
making  these  double  statements  to  the 
publican — statements  which  I  say  are  of 
an  absolutely  reckless  and  irreconcilable 
kind  ?  It  is  not  3j*mpathy  with  the 
brewers  that  is  creating  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill ;  it  is  because  the  people  of 
this  country  never  beUeve,  and  never 
will  believe,  in  ?ny  Government  preaaded 
over  by  a  Prime  Minister,  I  care  not  who 
he  may  be,  who  claims  to  say  in  two 
different  voices ;  "  Your  licence  is  a 
permanency  when  I  want  money,  but  it 
18  only  a  yearly  interest  when  I  want  to 
do  away  with  it."  Everybody  knows 
that  it  is  not  merely  the  Government 
who  have  set  the  example  as  regards  the 
way  of  treating  licences.   There  are 
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the  justices — and  the  Government  are 
responsible  for  what  they  do,  becauss- 
they  appoint  the  justices  throng  tiie 
Lord  Chancellor.  What  have  the  justices 
done  ?  It  has  been  a  common  practice 
with  the  justices  when  a  man  applies  for 
a  licence  to  say :  "  While  we  admit  you 
probably  ought  to  have  this  Ucence,  we 
will  tell  yon  what  you  ov^ht  to  do.  Go 
and  buy  up  or  ten  or  twelve  Ucencca 
— ^places  that  are  difficult  of  pohce 
supervision,  and  others  of  that  kind 
— and  then  come  bu;k  to  us,  and  we 
will  see  whether  we  can  give  you  the  licence- 
or  not."  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  of 
my  own  profession  with  as  large  ex- 
perience as  any  man  in  Ucensing  matters, 
that  he  has  Imown  as  much  as  £20,000^ 
or  £30^000  to  be  paid  in  buying  up 
licences  before  coming  to  the  justiceB  and 
asking  them  for  a  new  licen<».  Yet, 
having  paid  that  money*  are  they  now  to 
be  told  that  the  licence  is  only 
given  for  b  year  and  that  next 
year  the  magistrates  may  exercise 
their  discretion?  Are  they  going  to 
buy  up  £30,000  worth  of  Ucences  and 
surrender  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
State,  in  order  that  next  year  you  may  take 
away  the  new  licence  I  It  may  be  a 
teolmieaUty,  but  it  is  that  kind  of  past 
conduct  on  the  part  of  successive  Gov- 
ernments and  on  the  part  of  the  magis- 
trates that  has  led  to  the  idea  of  the 
public  that  no  Government  and  no  House 
of  Parliament  would  take  away  these 
interests  without  properly  compensating 
the  people  from  whom  they  are  talan. 
Well  now,  when  succesEnve  Governments 
have  bought  up  these  licences,  what  have 
they  pdd  for  them  ?  I  remember  acting 
as  Solicitor-General  in  a  case  where  the 
Government  required  premises  which 
unfortunately  comprised  a  public-house. 
I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  no  political 
feelings  of  nune  prevented  the  putting 
forth  the  most  potent  arguments  to  the 
jury  to  the  effect  that  almost  nothing 
ought  to  be  allowed  in  relation  to  those 
licensed  premises ;  that  they  were  really 
worth  nothing.  Why,  the  jury  Laughed 
at  me !  And  the  only  solace  I  had  was 
that  I  could  afford  to  scorn  their  laughter, 
for  after  all,  the  Government  had  to  pay, 
not  for  a  yearly  Ucence,  but  for  the  full 
value  of  the  premises,  exactly  as  if  such 
Ucences  were  going  to  continue.  In 
addition  to  that,  were  has  not  been  a- 
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atatesman  in  almost  the  last  twenty  years 
who  has  not  made  speeches  leading  the 
public  to  the  same  conclusion.    A  state- 
ment has  been  quoted  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 
The  observation  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  this  afternoon  was 
that  Mr.  Qladatone  made  tiiat  statement 
before  the  decision  in  "  Sharp  v.  Wake- 
field."  Before  "Sharp  W.Wakefield"  the 
magistrates  had  frequently  refused  to 
renew.   "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield"  laid  down 
no  new  law.    A  statement  was  made,  by  a 
gentleman  whom  all  this  House  respects, 
with  regard  to  the  redaction  of  licences, 
in  the  course    of    which  statement 
he  flud,  speaking   of   the  reduction 
of  houses,  that  he  did  not  believe 
in  cheap  morality;    and  that  if  the 
nation  at  lai^e  deemed  it  necessary  that 
the  members  of  a  certain  trade  should  be 
reduced  in  numbers  and  thereby  deprived 
of  their  means     livelihood,  they  were 
bound  to  compensate  those  persons,  not 
only  for  the  capital  tJiey  had  sunk  in  their 
trade,  but  also  for  the  years  and  the 
lives  they  had  devoted  to  their  trade. 
That  speaker  was  Lord  Wolverhampton,  a 
Member  of  the  present  Government, 
who  has  gone  to  another  place  in 
order  that  he  may  help  to  abolish  it. 
I  might  quote  many  other  opinions,  but 
the  truth  of        matter  ia  that  these 
qnotations  have  very  little  effect  in 
this  debate.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  me  a  question  and  I  will  answer 
it :   **Have  the  State,"  he  asked,  "the 
right  to  get  back  the  monopoly  value  ?  " 
I  do  not  deny  it.    They  have  the  right. 
The  reason  they  have  the  right  is  because 
they  have  the  power.   Yes,  Sir,  that 
is  the  real  reason.  What  is  the  use  of 
talking  about  rights  in  relation  to  this 
House  %    It  is  not  a  question  of  whether 
they  have  the  right,  but  the  question  is, 
XJnder  what  conditions  are  they  going 
to  do  it?   That  is  the  whole  question, 
and  the  one  in  which  the  country  is  in- 
terested. I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man this  question  in  return.  Cfm  he 
produce  any  precedent  where,  under 
circnmstances  such  as  these,  when  the 
interests  in  licences  has  been  treated  by 
t>h.e  Goremment  {uuL  every  other  mem- 
l>er  of  the  oonunnnity  as  permanent 
interests,  this  House  has,  by  a  measure 
Buch  as  this,  ventured  to  take  them 
away  t   The  hon.  Member  for  the  ^>en 
VOL.  CLXXXVII.  [Fourth  Skwiw.] 


Valley — it  is  on  account  of  my  respec 
for  lum  that  I  mention  the  argument 
which  he  used,  and  which  he  commended 
to  lawyers — said  that  up  to  1860,  in  what 
are  known  as  Bishop's  leases,  the  tenants 
were  accustomed  to  renewids  whenever 
they  fell  in,  but  he  sud  that  under  the 
legislatim  of  that  year  that  was  no  longer 
the  case.  He  gave  that  as  a  parallel 
case ;  but  all  these  renewals  were  granted 
upon  renewal  fines,  every  one  of  them, 
which  meant  the  money  paid  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  value  of  the  renewal. 
Yes,  Sir,  but  it  does  not  end  there.  The 
Legislature,  by  the  .Act  of  1860,  gave 
notice  of  the  transfer  of  this  property 
to  the  Ecclesiastical  Oommisuoners  and 
they  gave  notice  that  in  twenty  years 
or  twenty- four  years  there  would  be 
no  more  ^ewals.  But  they  did  some- 
thing  more  than  that,  they  added  on  ten 
years  to  the  lease.  And  they  did  some- 
thing more  than  that,  because  they  sud 
the  lessee  must  purchase  the  reversion, 
and  if  he  eould  not  get  the  reverrion,  the 
lessor  must  purdiase  him  out  with  the  ten 
years  added  on.  Oh,  yes;  the  hon. 
Member  need  not  shake  his  head,  I 
read  the  Act  of  Parliament  to-day. 
The  precedent  which  the  hon.  Member 
cites  is  not  a  precedent  in  his  favour, 
it  is  one  in  our  favour.  Let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  get  up  and  under  this 
Bill  say:  "We  think  these  renewals 
ought  not  to  go  on ;  we  will  add  fourteen 
years  to  your  term,  and  will  now  pur- 
chase out  the  whole  lot  of  them  at 
fifteen  years  purchase  of  the  value  of 
the  trade."  But  that  ia  not  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gkutleman.  That 
is  the  only  precedent  that  has  been  cited 
and,  as  I  have  sud,  it  is  in  our  favour. 
I  pass  on  for  a  moment  to  what  happens 
at  the  end  of  this  period.  Every  single 
licence  that  has  been  granted  is  abolished. 
Is  that  fair  !  And  there  is  something 
more  than  that.  The  BiU  gives  the  right 
to  any  district  during  the  term  of  fourteen 
years  to  pass  a  prohibition  against  new 
licences.  If  that  prohibition  remains 
in  force  in  any  district,  what  is  the  result  % 
There  will  be  no  licences  at  alL  We 
are  told  that  the  justices  may  renew 
these  licences.  They  will  not  have  the 
power,  and  the  districts  will  be  without 
licences  altogether.  Is  that  what  is  in 
the  mind  of  the 
3  T 
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you  are  to  do  is,  you  are  to  purchase.  If 
the  licence  is  re-granted,  you  are  to  pur- 
chase the  monopoly  value.    Each  licensee 
from  year  to  year  is  to  purchase  the 
monopoly  value.    I  could  quote  cases 
where  public  bodies,  like  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Worira,  have  sold  Ucensed 
premises  with  the  idea  that  the  licence 
was  to  continue,  for  enormous  sums, 
which  have  gone  to  the  benefit  of  the 
public.    I  say  there  is  no  justice  in  this 
Bill.   Then  you  set  up  a  tribunal — the 
new  Radical  idea — of  Commissioners. 
There  aie  Commisaionen  under  the  Small 
Holdings  Act  who  are  to  OTerride  the 
county  conncil.    There  are  Commis- 
sioneis  under  this  Act  who   are  to 
have  powers  of   taxation — not  taxa- 
tion by  this  House,  taxation  by  paid 
men.    That  is  the  new  Radical  idea. 
Taxation  with  representation,  the  repre- 
sentation being  that  you  are  appointed 
for  a  political  job.   And  thus  yon  are  to 
*    carry  it  out.   I  pass  &om  ^t.  No 
appeal  to  the  Courts  is  a  small  point 
apparently.    It  is  a  great  point  in  reality. 
I  always  suspect  when  a  Government 
refuses  to  go  to  the  Courts.  (Minis- 
terial laughter.]    That  is  a  very  cheap 
sneer.    I  always  suspect  when  a  Govern- 
ment refuses  to  allow  decisions  of  these 
political  and  partisan  tribunals  to  be 
submitted  to  independent  consideration. 
One  of  the  objections  made  to  our  1904 
Act  by  the  late  Prime  Minister — whom 
I  hope  I  shall  ever  regard  with  deep 
respect — was  that  we  allowed  investiga- 
tions as  regards  the  value  of  premises 
to  be  sent  to  the  Somerset  House  officials 
instead  of  to  the  Courts.    So  we  gave  an 
appeal  to  the  Courts.    This  Bill  takes 
away  the  appeal  to  the  Courts,  and  leaves 
it  to  the  Commissioners  at  Somerset 
House.    I  say  that  all  that  shows  the 
partisan  nature  of  this  Bill,    It  all  shows 
that  you  are  considering  one  section  of  the 
commimity  only,  and  not  the  community 
at  large.    I  must  say  one  more  word 
before  I  conclude.   The  matter  is  one  of 
very  extreme  importance,  and,  mind  you, 
it  is  not  a  matter  that  is  going  to  end  by 
the  debate  to-night.   After  all  that  has 
been  done,  are  you  really  going  to  effect 
any  improvement,  having  regard  to  the 
admissions  of  your  own  side  in  reference 
to  bogus  clubs  ?   The  right  hon.  Gfentle- 
man  who  spoke  to-night  as  to  the  evils 
of  tiie  drink  traffic  said  not  one  word 
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about  dubs.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  in  his  lucid  speech 
on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  spoke  of 
the  suppression  of  licences  being  followed 
by  the  growth  of  clubs.  He  said  that 
the  increase  from  a  few  years  ago  was  from 
6,371  to  7,110.  That  is  in  clubs.  What 
about  the  increase  of  the  memberB  of 
those  clubs?  What  about  the  ready* 
made  clientele  of  those  clubs  ?  The  hon. 
Member  for  Blackburn,  who  represents 
some  labour  distr  icts  inthis  country, 
said  that — 

"  There  had  beoo  an  mcreaee  in  the  number 
of  clubs  in  the  lust  few  years  and  he  believed 
there  would  be  a  much  more  rapid  tnaeaGe 
if  the  power  to  form  cluba  were  Mt  as  it  wu 
in  the  Bill .  There  were  now  olube  which  were 
as  much  tied-houses  as  aoy  public-honsea;. 
Unless  this  qaastion  wts  dealt  with  draitioaUy 
tbey  might  give  up  all  hope  of  effMtiiig 
temperanoe  reform.*' 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  lor 

Anglesey  said — 

"  Ah  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  dealing  with  dabs, 
it  was  absolutely  no  eoud  whatever  taldng 
away  the  licence  k  a  clab  would  be  Ba1>Btitiite£ 
His  friends  on  the  Government  Bench  most 
take  their  courage  in  both  bands  and  deal  with 
clubs,  it  was  DO  good  their  passing'a  Licensing 
Bill  on  these  lines.  They  should  make  the  dub 
pay  licence  duty." 

Tes,  Sir,  but  the  only  matter,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Prime  Minister  is  inclined  to 
give  way  on  is  the  question  of  clubs.  I 
use  the  words  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Anglesey  opposite — 

"  What  is  really  the  use  of  passing  this  BiU 
unless  yuu  are  gvin^  to  deal  ilrastically  with 
cIuIm  which  are  going  to  take  the  putoe  of 
pnblic-hoase. "  - 

The  hon.  Member  {or  Haggerstou  aaid-^ 

"  The  clubs  were  too  strong.  Yon  could  not 
touch  them  without  a  revolution  in  theconntry.*' 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  tmth  in  what  he 
said. 

*8iR  RANDAL  CREMER:  I  am  sorry 
to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  but  the  statement  he  has 
put  into  niy  mouth  I  never  used. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  have 
been  misinformed  by  those  who  gave 
him  the  information  which  he  has  just 
given  to  the  House. 

Sir  £.  CARSON  :  Yes,  I  have  been 
misinformed;  I  took  it  from  information 
but  the  hon.  Gentleman  expressed  him* 
self  very  strongly  thftt  it  was  impossible 
to  touch  clubsE,^,,,,,  byCoOgle 
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*Sia  RANDAL  CREMER  :  I  did  not 
say  it  IB  impossible,  but  tiiat  it  is  very 
undesirable. 

Sir  E.  CARSON :  I  should  like  to 
express  regret  that  I  in  the  first  place 
misrepresented  the  hon.  Gentleman.  It 
is  very  undesirable.    Why  undesirable  ? 

*SiB  RANDAL  CREMER:  Because 
nnneoessary. 

Sir  £.  CARSON  :   Because  it  is  nn- 
neoessary.  Yet  we  have  the  testimony 
of  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway 
and  opposite,  and  the  Prime  SGmster 
himself,  that  it  is  a  growing  evil.  It  is  no 
use  saying  that  this  Bill  is  being  passed 
in  the  interests  of  temperance  reform 
unless  you  deal  with  these  clubs.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Haggerston  thinks  it 
is  impossible  to  deal'  with  these  clubs. 
I  beUeve  clubs  are  growing  too  strong 
for  you,  and  that  the  only  remedy  is  to 
treat  these  clubs  as  licensed  premises, 
and  all  the  suggestions  have  been  in  that 
direction.    In  this  Bill  you  are  setting  up 
annual  licensing  sessions  for  these  clubs, 
and  in  the  long  run  you  will  have  the 
same  trouble  with  these  clubs  that  you 
have  with  public-houses.   The  truth  of 
the  matter  is  that  you  cannot  deal  with 
the  question  in  the  way  you  are  trying 
to  do  unless  you  are  able  to  put  forward 
the  theory  that  the  traffic  in  drink  is  an 
immoral  traffic,  and  nobody  has  said 
that  it  is.    I  should  like  to  say,  in  con- 
L>lusiou,  that  if  your  Bill  passes,  I  believe 
,t  will  settle  nothing.    I  notice  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  his 
'arewell  letter  to  the  electors  of. Man- 
chester before  he  went  to  woo  a  constitu- 
!ncy  to  which  this  Bill  will  not  apply, 
aid  that  the  next  time  a  contest  arose 
ri    North-West  Manchester  the  power 
f    the   licensed  trade — the  excessive 
>oliticaI  power — would  have  vanished 
y  the  pasung  of  l^is  Bill.   I  do  not 
now  whether  he  was  expressing  the  views 
t   the  Prime  Minister.   I  think  he  is 
atirely  mistaken.   By  passing  this  Bill 
an  will  not  get  rid  of  the  difficulties 
:  iihe  licensing  question.    Do  not  think 
.r  a>  moment  that  I  believe  it  is  a  healthy 
fiuence  in  politics,  but  what  will  be  the 
ate  of  afioirs  if  this  Bill  posses  2  For 
tXTteea  years  there  will  not  be  an 


election  or  a  by-election  at  which  the 

candidate  will  not  be  confronted  by  the 
trade  and  the  friends  of  the  trade  with  the 
question  :  "  Are  you  in  favour  or  not  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  section  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  which  confiscates  our 
licences  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years  ?  " 
I  do  not  believe  this  Bill  is  a  real  con- 
tribution to  temperance ;  I  do  not  believe 
the  country  looks  upon  it  as  suoh ;  I 
believe  that  altogether  above  and  beyond 
the  opposition  to  the  Bill  the  fear  of 
the  country  is  that  you  are  by  this 
measure  creating  a  precedent  as  regards 
other  property,  and  so  far  as  I  ani 
concerned  I  will  with  all  my  heart 
oppose  it. 

Mb.  ASQIHTH  :   The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down,  and  whom  I  thank  most  heartily 
for  his  courteous  and  kindly  references 
to  myself,  which  are  the  more  welcome 
as  coming  from  an  old  frimd  and  feUow- 
worker  in  another  sphere,  is,  as  we  all 
know,  a  most  accomplidied  advocate. 
I  think  that  he  need  not  have  made  any 
apology  to  the  House  for  the  length  of 
bis  speech.    I  am  glad  he  ^  made  it  as 
long  as  he  did,  for  we  may  now  assume 
that  in  that  speech,  at  the  conclusion  of 
four  days  debate,  we  know  the  worst 
that  can  be  said  against  this  Bill.  I 
confess  as  I  listened  to  a  great  part  of 
my  right  hon.  and  learnedjfriend's  speech 
it  appeared  to  me  not  to  be  directed 
against  this  measure  at  all,  but  that  it 
would  have  been  more  relevant  if  it  had 
been  uttered  in  this  House  in  the  year  1904 
against  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
of  that  day.    For  what  was  the  main 
staple  of  the  argument  to  which  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  devoted 
the  larger  part  of  his  speech  ?    It  was 
that  the  State,  by  taxation,  and  iii  other 
ways,  had  treated  the  -  interest  in  a 
Jicence  as  though  it  were  a  permanent 
and  perpetual  property.   WeU,  if  that 
is  so,  what  is  to  be  said  in  justification 
for  the  confiscatory  legislation  of  1904  ? 
The  legislation  of  1904  proceeds  upon 
the  assumption  that  those  licences  may 
be  extinguished — extinguished  upon  any 
scale  which  the  justices  for  the  time 
being  think  proper ;   and  at  whose  ex- 
pense ?   When  the  public  in  the  publio 
interest  takes  property  for  public  pur* 
poses,  according  to  thei^^^^Q^g^le 
3  T  2  ^ 
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of  our  law  and  Constitntaon  compenaa- 
tion  comes  from  public  funds.  But  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  GentJeman  him- 
self is  the  author  of  a  proposal  which 
tecc^nises  that,  so  far  from  this  being 
an  anal(^us  case,  when,  in  tike  public 
interest  the  extenuon  of  tiie  system  of 
si^ressing  licences  is  sanctioned,  the 
cost  is  to  come,  not  from  the  coffers  of 
the  State,  but  from  the  pockets  of  the 
trade  itself.  That  is  qnite  sufficient  to 
dispose  of  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  argument.  I  am  not 
^ing  to  trespass  on  the  attention  of  tike 
Ttottse  more  than  a  few  mommts,  but  I 
should  like,  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
most  interesting  and  most  momentous 
debate,  in  a  few  sentences  to  repeat 
the  questions  which  I  addressed  to 
the  Opposition  at  other  stages,  to  see 
how  fkt  they  have  been  answered  by 
the '  speeches  made  in  the  debate. 
Let  me  take  them  aeriaUm.  ICy  fifst 
question  was  this.  I  aslrad  it  on  the 
First  Reading,  and  again  on  the  Second 
Reading.  Is  a  compulsory  reduction  of 
licences  within  a  prescribed  time, — and 
making  due  allowances  as  this  Bill  does 
for  variety  in  local  conditions — upon  a 
uniform  scale — ^is  it,  or  is  it  not^  a 
necessary  step  to  be  taken  if  70a  are  to 
make  any  real  advance  on  the  path  of 
temperance  reform  1  When  I  asked  that 
question  in  introducing  the  Bill  I  thought 
there  was  only  one  answer  to  it.  In  point 
of  reason  it  would  seem  to  me  obvious, 
self-evident,  and  indisputable,  that  there 
must  be  a  connection  between  the  multi- 
plication of  facilities  for  the  ix^siimptitm 
of  drink  and  the  use  fuid  abase  of  those 
facilities.  If  you  turn  from  reason  to 
authority,  the  authorities  are  over- 
whelnung  and  concurrent.  Let  me  quote 
once  more  the  statement  from  a  great 
authority.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
in  giving  evidence  befine  the  House  of 
Lonia  Committee  some  years  ago,  said — 

"  The  enormoas  number  of  public-hooaes. 
whkh  u  clearly  out  of  proportion  to  anjrthmg 
the  legitimate  wants  of  the  people,  mast 
tend  to  increase  the  temptation.'* 

If  that  is  so,  a  pro  tanto  reduction  in  those 
opportunities  will  have  its  efFect  in 
reducing  this  vice  to  which  temptation  is 
so  offered.  That  is  also  the  recorded 
opinion  both  of  the  majority  and  the 
minority  of  the  Peel  Commission^  and, 
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what  is  more  important  from  the  point  of 
view  of  Gentlemen  opposite,  it  is  the 
underlying  principle,  if  there  be  a  principle 
at  all,  in  the  Act  of  1904.  As  I  said  a 
few  days  ago,  the  only  answer  to  that 
propositi<m  is  this — ^that  if  you  reduce  the 
number  of  public-houses  without  taking 
any  further  steps,  yon  will  not  provide 
an  adequate  security  against  the  upspring- 
ing  in  their  place  of  equally  eztenuve 
facilities  for  the  consumption  of  drink 
in  the  shape  of  clubs.  That  is  the  a^- 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  I  have  always  not 
only  admitted,  but  asserted  that  there 
was  a  danger,  and  a  real  danger  here, 
which  has  to  be  effectually  dealt  with. 
But  as  the  argument  is  pushed  so  far, 
I  must  point  out  that  experience  does 
not  show  that  a  reduction  of  public* 
houses  is  accompanied  by  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  growth  of  clubs.  Since 
the  passing  of  ^e  Act  of  1904,  tiis 
increase  in  the  noitkber  of  clubs  has  only 
been  one-seventh  of  the  diminution  in 
the  number  of  licences  tiiat  have  taker 
place. 

Sib  E.  CARSON:  What  has  been 
tike  increase  in  the  membership  of  tte 
olubs  I 

Mb.  ASQTTITH  :  You  will  find  no  great 
discrepancy  if  you  take  the  membership 
also.  I  do  not  want  to  labour  that 
proposition,  because  it  is  self-evident; 
but  there  is  a  second  question.  It  ia 
this  :  Is  the  change  which  we  propose 
in  this  Bill  in  tike  sc^  of  compensatira 
during  the  statutory  term  of  redaction 
justiuble  and  justified  1 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon): 

No. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  The  right  hem.  Gentle* 
man  opposite  says  "  No."  I  will  show 
that  it  is.  The  hon.  Member  for  King- 
ston, who  moved  the  Amendment  in  a 
speech  which  has  been  highly  praised, 
but  not  more  highly  praised  than  it  de- 
served, cited  a  number  of  figures  showing 
the  contrast  between  the  scale  of  com- 
pensation which  has  been  paid  during 
the  last  three  years  under  the  Kennedy 
judgment  and  the  sums  wluob  would  have 
been  receivable  under  the  new  scale  pro- 
posed  by  the.^iP%^jjMSl9«|^te«.  The 
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figures  were  striking  and  effective  for 
tbe  moment ;  but  they  were  only  effective 
because  they  proceeded  on  two  assump- 
tions: first,  that  the  basis  of  compensa- 
tion introduced  by  the  Kennedy  ju^- 
ment  was  intended  by  Parliament  to 
be,  and  was,  a  reasonable  one ;  and 
next,  on  the  assumption  that  the  assess- 
ment of  the  Ucensed  house  under  Schedule 
A  of  the  income-taz  wag  equitable  and 
fairly  represented  the  difference  in  value 
between  licensed  and  unlicensed  premises. 
I  venture  to  deny  both  these  proposi- 
tions. As  to  the  assessment  of  licensed 
hoQsec^  we  propose  in  tbe  Bill — one  of 
the  most  salutazy  provisions  in  the 
Bill — ^to  give  a  year  to  enable  the  process 
of  re-assessment  to  be  effectually  carried 
out ;  and  as  to  the  validity  and  reason- 
ableness of  the  basis  of  compensation 
adopted  in  the  Kennedy  judgment,  I 
have  never  yet  heard  any  one  practically 
acquainted  with  these  matters  defend 
the  assessment.  For  one  year  and  a 
half  after  the  passing  of  tike  Act  of  1904 
the  scale  of  compensation  actually 
adopted  by  the  Inland  Revenue  was 
that  which  is  proposed  in  the  Bill ;  and 
it  was  adopted  and  practised  as  far  as 
I  know  without  any  outcry  from  the 
brewers,  and  apparently  with  the  ac- 
quiescence of  the  right  hon.  C^ntleman 
and  the  other  authors  of  that  Act. 
Then  again — and  this  is  a  most  important 
point — ^the  Kennedy  judgment  establishes 
what  I  conceive  to  be  both  an  unfair 
and  an  impolitic  distinction  between  the 
quanttmi  of  compensation  to  be  given 
to  tied  and  free  houses.  The  tied  house 
gets  the  benefit ;  the  free  house  is  left 
out  in  the  cold.  But  in  this  Bill  we 
propose  to  put  them  on  a  level  and 
unifonn  basis.  Lastly  our  Bill  secures, 
or  is  intended  to  secure — and  I  will 
take  care  in  Committee,  if  the  language 
of  the  drafting  is  not  adequate  for  that 
purpose,  that  it  shall  be  made  so — 
separate  compensation  upon  a  reasonable 
baus  for  the  publican's  loss  of  profits 
through  the  discontinuance  of  his  busi- 
ness. He  is  intended  under  tiiis  Bill 
to  be  treated  as  a  yearly  tenant  and 
compensated  for  his  loss  of  business 
as  such,  and  the  House  will  observe 
that  his  compensation  will  not  dwindle 
or  diminish  with  the  shorter  duration 
of  the  tdme-Iimit.  The  third  question 
I  ask  is:  Are  the  conditions  we  propose 


for  the  resumption  by  the  9tate  of  the 
monopoly  value  in  principle  adequate  ? 
["No."]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  said  that  we  were 
dealing  in  a  very  unfair  and  imeven 
way  with  this  particular  monopoly  as 
compared  with  others,  and  he  instanced 
railways,  gasworks,  waterworks,  and 
other  undertakings  of  that  kind. 
In  the  case  of  raUways  there  is  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  by  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  not  a  confiscator  either 
by  principle  or  by  practice,  which  enables 
the  State  to  take  them  back  again  when 
they  have  paid  a  certain  rate  of  dividend. 
There  is  not  a  single  gas  or  waterworks 
in  this  country  whose  distributable 
amount  of  profits  among  its  shareholders 
is  not  limited  and  defined  by  the  price 
which  it  charges  for  the  article.  It  is 
only  in  this  particular  case  where  we  have 
given  a  class  of  persons  the  most  valuable 
monopoly  of  all  that  the  State  has 
neglected  irom  first  to  last  to  claim  any 
shue  whatever.  So  much  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen's  analogies.  But  the 
question  in  this  category  which  I  am 
now  for  the  moment  discussing  may  be 
stated  in  other  words,  in  this  way  : 
Are  the  equities  of  the  case  to  be  ade- 
quately met  by  a  time-limit  ?  That 
is  the  question — not  the  precise  duration 
of  time ;  but  can  it  be  met  by  a  time- 
Umit  3 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  No. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No,  again.  I  want 
to  say,  if  I  may,  late  as  the  hour  is,  a 
few  words  on  this  point,  which  goes  to 
the  very  root  of  the  whole  question. 
We  have  been  confronted  in  this  con- 
nection in  the  course  of  this  debate  by 
some  of  the  strangest  paradoxes  even 
in  the  philosophy  of  confiscation.  Just 
let  me  illustrate  what  I  mean.  Take 
a  very  common  case.  A  man  becomes 
a  tenant  of  a  dwelling-house,  or  of  a  shop, 
upon  an  annual  tenancy  from  year  to 
year.  He  spends,  in  course  of  time,  if 
the  tenancy  is  renewed,  almost  as  a 
matter  of  course,  a  considerable  amouct 
of  capital  in  structural  improvements,  and 
in  extending  the  scope  of  the  businecs 
he  has  carried  on  in  the  shop.  He  has 
an  expectation  founded  upon  practice, 
upon  custom,  upon  what  has  happened 
between  the  landlor^g,j^^^,J©®l|)^ 
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that  tenancy  will  continue  to  be 
renewed,  and  on  the  faith  of  that  ex- 
pectation he  goes  on  living  there,  as  it 
were  digging  his  roots  every  year  deeper 
into  the  soil.  But  there  is  a  change 
of  landlord  or  there  is  a  change  of  mood 
in  the  old  landlord.  Suddenly,  like  a 
bolt  from  the  blue,  he  receives — what? 
Six  month's  notice  to  quit,  and  out  he 
goes,  bag  and  baggage,  reaping  none 
of  the  imexhausted  fruits  of  the  capital 
which  he  has  there  expended,  and  if  any 
purblind  and  revolutionary  Radical  ven- 
tures to  say  that  that  is  a  hard  case  he  is 
told  it  is  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the 
rights  of  property.  Is  that  confiscation  1 
Will  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  bench 
regard  it  as  a  case  of  confiscation  ?  Is 
a  six  months  time-limit  sufiicient  for 
such  a  purpose  ?  Yet  so  it  is  according 
to  the  law  of  England.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman '  had  the  temerity  to 
refer  to  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1681. 
The  Irish  Land  Act  was  a  recognition 
of  the  validity  of  these  expectations 
and  customs.  It  secured  the  tenant 
to  some  extent  in  the  possession  of  it, 
and  was  denounced  by  the  whole  Tory 
Party  of  that  day.  That  was  denounced 
by  the  whole  Tory  Party  as  a  gigantic 
act  of  confiscation.  Let  us  compare 
the  case  I  have  given  with  that  of  this 
Bill.  Here  is  the  case  of  a  licence  of  a 
public-bouse.  We  know  very  well  who 
it  is  really  now.  It  is  not  the  licensee  at 
all.  But  let  us  take  the  theory  of  the 
law,  the  case  of  a  licensee  who  gets  an 
interest  from  the  State,  not  from  a 
private  individual,  as  the  law  says,  for 
not  more  than  one  year.  The  licensee 
pays  lor  that  privilege  not  a  rack  rent 
like- many  a  tenant  in  his  dwelling-house 
or  his  shop,  but  a  most  inadequate 
sum  in  the  shape  of  licence  duty. 
He  also  expends  capital  in  building 
up  and  extending  his  business,  which 
requires  both  a  local  and  a  personal 
goodwill.  How  do  we  propose  to  treat 
him  ?  To  give  him  six  months  notice 
and  then  turn  him  out  into  the  street  ? 
We  give  him  fifteen  years  notice,  and 
that  is  denounced  as  confiscation. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:    He  is  paying 
compensation  all  the  time. 

■  Mr.  ASQUITH  :  What  is  he  paying 
by  way  of  compensation  ?    He  is  paying 
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an  insurance  against  the  possibility  of  his 
licence  being  determined  within  the 
fourteen  years.  We  give  him  fifteen 
years  notice,  and  the  very  people  who 
defend  as  the  elementary  exercise  of  the 
rights  of  property  the  action  of  the  land- 
lord in  the  case  to  which  I  have  referred 
denounce  this  as  a  piece  of  unexampled 
confiscation.  I  explained  a  few  nr.oment^ 
ago  the  philosophy  of  confiscation,  and  I 
have  given  the  House  two  parallel  cases. 
I  shall  be  much  oblige<i  to  anybody 
who  can  point  out  to  me  any  flaw  in  the 
parallel.  You  talk  of  confiscation  in 
connection  with  this.  Let  me  suggest 
another  way  in  which  this  matter  might 
be  dealt  with.  It  is  going  to  be  my  duty, 
I  am  glad  to  say  for  the  last  time,  to 
introduce  the  Budget  in  a  day  or  two. 
Supposing  on  Thursday  next,  this  Bill 
never  having  been  introduce*!,  I  came 
down  and  finding,  as  every  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  finds,  that  the  Stat*  is  in 
need  of  additional  resources  I  were  to 
say  :  "I  think  it  is  about  time  wo  revised 
our  scale  of  licence  duties,"  and  that  in 
pursuance  of  that  design  I  suggested  to 
the  House  that  inst«ad  of  the  presMit 
perfectly  trumpery  and  illusory  duties 
exacted  from  the  higher  valued  houscB 
there  should  be  a  really  good,  swinging 
licence  duty — would  that  be  confiscation  t 
I  do  not  get  any  answer.  I  will  let  the 
House  80  far  into  my  secrets  as  to  say  I 
am  not  going  to  propose  it.  But  sup- 
posing next  year  or  the  year  after  my  ri^t 
hon.  Iriend  who  succeeds  me — assiunmg  < 
that  this  Bill  is  not  passed  into  law — N^gJ 
a  more  moderate-minded  man  than  I 
were  to  say  :  "Oh,  w^l,  we  won't  do 
this  thing  all  at  once ;  we  will  do  it  step 
by  step.  I  am  going  to  propose  that, 
say,  for  the  next  ten  years  there  shaU  be 
an  ascending  scale  of  licence  duties.' ~ 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Thai 
is  what  Gentlemen  below  the  gangwaj 
propose. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  talking 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway,  t 
talking  about  what  may  happen  on'^jj^,.. 
Treasury  Bench.    Suppose,  I  sayj   -  _ 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  r 
Exchequer,  in  his  Budget  for  nex  '''H^ve 
should  propose  an  ascending  s-^. 
duties,  carefully  graduated  to  ^g.^  W. 
application  ag,^fe^  .aQiga^W^e  ' 
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principle  of  bringing  up  the  scale  to 
vhere  it  ought  to  stand,  would  that 
be  confiscation  ?  ["  No."]  No,  it  would 
not.  ["  Fiscal  reform."]  Now,  whether 
I  were  to  take  the  whole  monopoly 
value,  or  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
were  to  proceed  step  by  step  with  an 
Bsceuding  scale  of  duties  to  be  paid, 
that  would  not  be  confiscation;  but 
here  we,  taking  nothing  at  all  now  and 
giving  fifteen  years  notice,  are  to  be 
denounced  for  "  confiscation."  Not  to 
detain  the  House  longer,  I  will  repeat  the 
question  with  which  I  ventured  to  begin 
the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading,  and 
which  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
will  answer  by  their  votes  :  Do  you  or 
do  yoa  not  approve  of  the  principle  of  a 
time-limit  ?  [Opposition  cries  "of  No," 
and  "  Hear,  hear."]  At  any  rate,  that  is  a 
clear  issue  on  which  the  division  will  be 
taken.  Let  me  in  a  few  poncluding  words 
emphasise  by  way  of  contrast  the  two 
positions  we  Fespectively  tal^  up.  We 
on  this  side — ^the  Government,  at  any  rate 
— say  that  a  licence  is  a  valuable  privilege, 
conferred  (or  a  year  by  the  State,  which 
can  be  terminated  without  notice.  I 
do  not  dwell  on  the  question  of  ante-1869 
beer-houses.  I  do  not  dwell  on  them, 
but  I  do  not  want  to  pass  them  by. 
What  is  the  case  ?  By  the  Act  of  1869 
they  were  given  a  privilege  which  they 
until  recently  possessed,  and  by  whom 
was  that  privilege  undermined  and 
destroyed  ?  By  two  measures  both  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Tory  Party.  The 
Act  of  1882  was  promoted  by  the  late 
Lord  Ritchie,  a  good  Conservative  if 
ever  there  was  one.  ["  Oh."]  What, 
does  a  man  cease  to  be  a  Conservative 
when  he  goes  out  of  office  ?  He,  with 
the  assent  of  his  Party,  induced  Parlia- 
ment to  cut  ofi  without  a  penny  of 
compensation  the  privilege  of  the  ante- : 
1869  beer-houses  in  their  ofi-licences,  I 


and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppmite 
brought  the  whole  within  the  legislation 
of  1904.  We  quite  agree  that  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  continuance  of  licences 
has  grown  up  which  makes  it  both 
politic  and  equitable  to  postpone  the 
assertion  of  the  State's  title  to  resume 
to  a  time  sufficient  in  length  for  the 
prudent  trader  to  set  his  house  in  ordw 
and  provide  for  the  (Ksappearance  of 
monopoly  value  in  the  only  true 
sense  of  the  terra.  That  is  our 
position.  What  is  the  position  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ?  We 
have  just  heard  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dublin 
University  the  latest  and  authorised 
version ;  and,  however  it  may  be  dis- 
guised, it  amounts  to  this,  that  a  licence 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  has 
all  the  qualities  of  a  permanent  and 
indefeasible  freehold — in  defiance  of  the 
express  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1904 
wluch  they  themselves  passed — and  can* 
not  be  jnstiy  taken  away  in  the  public 
interest  except  at  the  public  expense. 
If  that  is  so — and  I  am  glad  to  find  it 
assented  to— [Some  cries  of  "  No."] — 
I  venture  to  say  that  rarely  has  a  con- 
flict between  the  public  and  private 
interests  in  a  matter  of  supreme  im- 
portance to  the  public  interest  been  more 
clearly  and  de&iitely  presented  to  the 
House.  It  is  whether  or  not  in  a  ques^ 
tion  perhaps  more  vital  than  any  other 
to  the  social  progress  of  the  people, 
public  or  private  interest  shall  pre- 
dominate. That,  and  nothing  more  nor 
less,  is  the  issue  the  House  is  now  called 
upon  to  decide. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  397;  Noes, 
147.   (Division  List  No.  76.) 


Abraham,  WtlUain  (Bhondda) 
Aclaod,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins.  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agar-Robartfls,  Hod.  T.  C.  B. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  At'Inni  (C'lirish-liiirch) 
Allen,  Chtirles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armitage,  R. 
Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 
AshtoD.  l^mas  Gair 


AYES. 

Asquith.BLHn,  Herbert  Heniy 
Astbury,  John  Metr 
Atherley- Jones,  Ti. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E. 
Kalfnnr.  Robert  (l^anark) 
B  iriiift,  floiUrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  B.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Peruy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  6.  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 


Barry,RedmoDd  J.  CTyronetN.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beck,  A  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 
BellAirs,  Carlyon 
Belloc.  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R, 
Benn,SirJ.  Williaras{  Devonp'rt) 
Beun,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Itennett,  E.  N.     ,  , 
Berridge.  T,  H.sB.OOQle 
BetheU,Sir  J  H.(£8aez.Bdmf ' 
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hoUiti\l,  T.  R.  (Etisex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Bt.  Hon.  AuguaUne 
Blaok.  Arthur  W. 
Bohoid,  John 
Boolton,  A.  a  F. 
Bowerraan,  C.  W. 
Brace,  William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Bri^t,  J.  A. 
Brocklehnrst.  W.  & 
Brodie,  E.  a 
Brooke,  Stopf ord 
Bnmna,  J.F.  L.  (Lsnos.,  Leigh) 
Bnmner.RtHn  Sir  J  T(Cheshire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan*  Thomas  Rybom 
Buokmaster,  Stanley  O. 
Bums,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomae 
Buxton,Bt.Hn.  Svdney  Charles 
Byles.  William  FoUard 
Cameron,  Robert  I  f  | 

Carr-Gomm.  H.  W.  ' 
Causton,Rt.Hn  BichardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cherry,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  B.  t 
Cleland,  J.  W.  .  *, 

Clough,  WilUam  f  ■  . 

Clynee,  J.  R.  ^ 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley  f 
Collins,  Stephen  (ZiSmlwtb} 
Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Fltticra8,W 
(^ompton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glaagow) 
Uorbett,C  H  (Su88ex,E.Grinst'd 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cott4m,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemoutb) 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Cnwfield,  A  H. 
Crosa,  Alexander 
CroBRley,  William  J. 
Curran,  Peter  F^rancis 
Dnlmeny,  Lord 
Dal7.iel,  James  Henry 
DaviftH,  David(MontgomervUo 
Davies;  Ellin  William  (Eifion) 
I)avie8,M.Vaughan-  (C-ardigan) 
DavipR,  Timothy  (Fiilham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Briatol.  S.1 
Dickinson,  W.H.  (St.  Puicras.N 
Dicknon-lVTnder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dnbfion,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  0.  {Barrow-in-Furnesa 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otiey) 
Dunn,  A,  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunue.Hajor  E.Mnrtii)(WalfinU 
Gdwardg,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwardn.  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards.  Sir  Francis  (Baduor) 


Ellis.  Ht.  Hon.  John.tEdward 
Erskine.  David  C. 
Essex,  B.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Laoey 
Faber.  O.  H.  (Boetou) 
Fonwick,  Charles 
Fcrens,  T.  B. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Ffrenoh,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
VoBtee,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Preem&n-Thomas,'  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Ftimess,  Sir  Cliristopher 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone,Bt.Hn  Herbert  John 

Glen.Coat«,Sir  T.  (Renfrew,  W.) 

Glendinning,  B.  G, 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Batii) 

Gordon,  J. 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Grove,  Archibald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chorcliill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Oordon.BtHn  SirW.Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy,J.Keir(Merthyr  IVdvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Hannaworth,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r) 
Harmsworth,R.  L(Caithn'ss-sh 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey.  A.  G.  a  (Rochdale) 
Harvey. W.E.  ( Derby8hire,N.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Holme,  Nerval  Watwm 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.  (Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,{>)l.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,  8.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Highnm,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 

Holland.  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Bichanl  Duming 
Hoojjer,  A.  G. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hope,W.Bateman  (SomerBet,N 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Oeofivy 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 


ML 


Hyde,  Clarendon 
Ulingwortb,  Perey  H. 
Isaacs,  Buf  us  Daniel 
JackKKi,R.S. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alind 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Qateebead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jone8,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 
Jones,  Ijeif  (Appleby) 
Jonea,William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Hud8<m  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  Geoi;ge 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Bobert 
Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Bochester) 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Langley,  Batty 
Layfand-Barratt,  Francia 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Aocringtan 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Jjevor.A.  Levy  (Essex.  Harwich 
Lever,  W.H.  (Cheshire.  Wirral) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Bt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Bt.  Htm.  Thomas  ■ 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fovnes 
Lyetl,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B*^ 
Mackamees,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Maooamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson,  J,  T. 
MaoVeagh,  Jerendah  (Down,  8« 
M'CaUum.  John  H. 
M'Crae,  Cleorge 
M'Kenna,  Bt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Loren,  Sir  C,  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Staffoid,  W.) 
M'Mtcking,  Major  Q. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
MaJlet.  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Mansfield.  H.  Roidall  (lincda) 
Markham.  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,O.Oroyd<m  (LHOiBeitoii) 
Mamham.  F.  J. 
Mason,  A  E.  W.  (Coventry 
Massie,  J. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteao.  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Money,  L  G.  Chiozza 
Montagu,  E.  8. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall)' 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmutlwn) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Horse.  L.  L.^ 

M^^,^p^inA~( 


Muiray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier.  T.  B. 

Nownes,  F.  (Notts..  Bassetlaw) 

Newnea,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

NiohoIlB,  George 

Nicholson,  Cb&rlee  N.(I>onca8t*r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Ttiomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Doonell.  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Neill.  H(Hi.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  Jamee  Hellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (SUffa,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pear8on,W.H.M.  (SotFolk,  Eye) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Fhilipp8,Col.  Ivor  (S'tbampton 
Philippe.J.Wynford  (Pembroke 
Philipps,  Owen  C  (Pembrcdw) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Price.  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,Bobert  John  (Norfolk,  E. 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.  (Bradfonl,E.) 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford.  O.  H. 
Baphad.  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  BuBsell  (Gloucester) 
Rea.  Walter  Russel!  (Soarboro' 
Bees,  J.  D. 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,Thoma8  (W.Monm'th 
Richards,!.  F.  (Wolverfa'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Bidsdale.  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Linoobi) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwtoh) 
Roberts.  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,SirGScott(BTadf'rd 
Robertson,  .1.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Boe,  Sir  Thomas 


Anson,  Sir  William  Roynotl 
Anstrutber-Gray,  Major 
Arkwrigbt,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster.Rt.  Hn.HugfaO . 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Autoey-Fletcher.Rt.  HikSir  H. 
BahMTTes,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Banbury.  Sir  Fn>derick  George 
Banner.  John  8.  Harmood- 
Bsring,C:apt.Un.G  (Winchester 
Barnard.  E.  B. 

Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Qerrase 
Bertram,  Jolius 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bottomley,  Horatio 
Bowles,  O.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  CUve 
Bull*  Sir  William  Jamub 


(4  May  1908} 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runoiman,  Bt.  Htm.  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford.  V.  H.  (Brmtford) 
Samnel.  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samnel.  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manchester) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  I^e 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J, 
Seely.  Cokmel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw.  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  BaU 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Uockenzie 
Snowden,  P. 
Soarea,  TStneat  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stager.  H.  Y. 

Stanley.  Albert  (Staffs.  N.  W.) 
Stuiley.  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Che8h.) 
Stcodman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey.  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell.  T. 
Sutherbmd,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,SirEdvard  (Salisbury 
Tennant.H.  J.  ( Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthea,  E'* 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (GIamorgaa,E. ) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson.  Franklin 
Thompson.  J.  W.H  (Somerset.  E 
Thome.  William 
TomkinwKi,  James 


NOES. 

Bordett-Coutts,  W. 
Burke.  K  Haviland< 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell.  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
C^arlUe,  E.  HiMred 
CarMm*  Bt.  Hcml  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereai^  Tiaootmt 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
CecU,  Lord  B.  (Marylebone,  E 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  E.  Feetham(Lewi8ham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CoUing83t.Hn.J.  (Birmiogh'm 
Coarthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig.  C£arle<l  Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craig,  Capt,  James  (Down,  £.) 


Ml  Vt^ 

Torruuoe,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey.  P.  W. 
Villiers,  Emeet  Amherst 
Vivian.  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  R  De  R.  (Leioeater) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters.  John  Tudor 
Waltcm,  Joseph 
Ward.  John  (Stokeupon  Tnnt) 
Ward  W.  Dudley(Soathampt'n 
Wardle.  George  J. 
Waring.  Waltea- 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E(Caaokmaimaa 
Wa8on,John  Cathoart(OiAae|]r) 
Waterlow.  D.  S. 
Watt.  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood.  Joaiah  C. 
W«r,  James  Gtalloway 
White  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dnmbartonshire) 
White.  Luke  (York.  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
WhitlcT,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whitta'ker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams.  J.  (Glamorgan) 
WilIiams,Llewelyn(CWmarthea 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthnr  Walters 
Wifcjon,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  ( Middlesbrough)  I 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WorcesterBh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhot^ton) 
Winfrey,  B. 
Wodehoiue,  Lord 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkllkbs  vok  teb  Ans— lb. 
Whiteley  and  Bfr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymplo,  Visooimt 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  FredOixon 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Bt  Hon,  A.  Aken- 
Du  &0S,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan.  Bobert(Lanark,<3ovaa 
Faber.  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Cant.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbe.  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gooch.  Heni7Cnbitt(Feokham) 
Gould^g,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edw«d 
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Licensing 


Harristm-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Htm.  Claudo  George 
HeatoQ,  John  Henniker 
Helmsley.  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hogan,  Michael 

Hope,  James  Fitza]an(Sheffield) 
HouBton,  Robert  Patenon 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Joynson-Hidu,  William 
Keniiaway3t.  Hn-Sir  John  H. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
King.Sir  HenrySeymoar  (Hull) 
LambtoD,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
hee,Axthat  H.{Hants,Farcbam 
Lookwood.BtHn.  Lt.-Col  A.B. 
Lmg,  CoLCharle8W.(£Teeham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Waiter  (I>ublin,8) 
IjOnsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francia  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
M'Arthur,  Charles 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis 
Maraius,  Sir  Philip 
Harks  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor)' 
Uc^ysQy.Tbompson,  E.  C. 

Uain  Question  put. 


{COMMONS} 

Middlemore,  John  Tbrosmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Binf^m 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murphy,  N.  J.  (Kilkenny,  S.) 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Feter^eld) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Noltm,  Joseph 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
0*Kelly,Janie8  (Ro8Common,N. 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Fea8e,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
BawliU8on,JobnFrederick  Peel 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield.EccIesall) 
Ronaldahay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  John  (Lanoaehire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut.- Col. Thos.  Mylee 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Sheehy,  David 

SheffieId,SEr  BerkeleyGeorgeB 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,  East) 


Ml. 


1793 


Smith.  F.£.(UTUpool,WalUia) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  IX  (Steand) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Onuikvk 

Starkey,  John  R. 
StaTeley-Hill,  Henry  (StafTsh. 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tal  bot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.(Oxf  nLUniT 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tillett,  Louis  John 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker,  C0I.W.H.  (Lancashire) 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White.  Patrick  (Meath,  Norths 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,A.  Stanley  (York.  B.R.) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stoart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 
Youngw,  Qeorge 

Tellbbs  fob  thb  Nom — Sir 
Alexuider  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


The  House  divided : — Ayes,  394 ;  Noes, 
148.   (Division  List  No.  76.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agar-Robartes.  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
Agnew.  George  William 
Ahuworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  AcIand(Oiri8tohurch} 
Allen.  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  R. 
AmiBtrong,  W.  C.  Henlon 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gatr 
A8quith,Rt.Hn.Herlwrt  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley- Jonef^  L. 
Baker.  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.(Fin9bury,E. ) 
Balfoiir,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey(  Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Bamea,  G.  IS. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry  ,BedniondJ,(Tyratie,N.  ] 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bcauchamp,  E. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bcli,  Richard 

Bellof,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  U. 
Benn,Sir  J.Willianis(Devon]>'rt 
Benn,W.(T'w*r  Hamlots,S.Geo. 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 


AYES. 

Bethell,SirJ.H.(EBsex,Romrrd 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  H(m,  Augustine 
Bhick.  Arthur  W. 
Boland,  John 
Bonlton,  A.  C.  V. 
Bowerman,  C:  W. 
Brace,  William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst,  W.  R 
Brodic,  H.  C.- 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 
Brunner.RtHnSir  J.T(CheBhire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomaa  Rybum 
Buckmaeter,  Stanley  O. 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles.  William  Pollard ' 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  AV. 
CaHHton.Rt.Hn.  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  AUston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W.^ 
Clough,  William 


Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collin8,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Panci«s,W 
Compton-Bickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett.  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett.C.H.(SuB8ez,B.GrinBt'd 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down.  North) 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory.  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan.  W.  H. 
Cox, 2£aroId 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemoutb) 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Croefield.  A.  H. 
Cross,  Alexander 
CroBsley,  William  J. 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalmeny,  Lord 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
DaTie8,DaTid(M(mtgomery  Co. 
Davies,  Ellis  WilHam  (Eifim) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
DickinRon,W.H.(St.Pancrae,  N. 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charies 
Dobson,  I'homas  W. 
Duckworth,  J&ioes 
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Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Cambome) 
Dunne.MajoF  E.Hsrtin(Wal8aU 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Kdwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Fraacia  (Radnor) 
Ellis.  Bt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Ersldne,  David  C. 
Ewex.  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Etmis.  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett.  R.  Laoey 
Eaber,  6.  H.  (Boston) 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Ferena.  T.  R. 
Feraitson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fetherstonhaiigh,  Godfrey 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michad  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gibb,  Jamefi  (Harrow) 
Gill.  A.  H. 

01ad8tODe,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 

Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew,  W. 

GImdinning,  B.  G. 

Olover.  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Gordon,  J. 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Grove,  Archibald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gullaad.  John  W. 
Oardon,Rt.  Hn.SirW.  Brampton 
H^dane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Hannsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harmsworth.B. L,  (Caithn'ss-sb 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.  (Dorbyshire,N.E. 
Harwood.  George 
Haslam,  .Jamcd  (Derbyshire) 
Haslara,  Lewis  (Monmontb) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazet,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemmecde,  Eldward  George 
Henderson,  Arthiur  (Diurham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Henry.  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
HobaH,  Sir  Bobert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,-  John 

Holland.  SU  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Durning  ^ 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope.;john  Deans  (Fife.^est 


Hope,W.Bateman  (Somerset^N 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Bddisoa 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingwortb,  Percy  H, 
Isaacs,  Rufoa  Daniel 
Jackson,  B.  S. 
Jaooby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nimeaton) 
Jones,  Sir  D.Brynmor( Swansea 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jone8,William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F,  W. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kekewioh,  Sir  George 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kincaid-Smitb,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Bobert 
Tjamb,  Edmund  O.  (Leominnter 
[iamb,  Ernest  H.  (Boohester) 
Lambert,  Ge<»>ge 
lAmont,  Norman 
Langley,  Batty 
Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 
L^ese.Sir  Joseph  F.(Aoarington 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Laver,  A,  Levy(  EsseXjHarwich 
Lover, W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis.  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-GeoroB,  Bt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fovnes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Sibtcdonald,  J.  B.  (Ijeioester) 
Macdonatd,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 
Maokamess,  Frederic  C 
Maoleao,  Donald 
Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S, 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  Gleorge 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon,  Reginald 
M'Laron,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren.  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Ftrederick 
Mallet,  Chiles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Mansfield,  H.  Kendall  (Lincoln) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon(LaunceBton) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry  ) 
Massie,  J. 
Menzies.  Walter 
Micktem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook.  William 
Moltcno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 


Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall)  ' 
Morgan ,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmaithen ) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murray,  Capt.  Ha.  A.C.(Kinoard. 
Murray.  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 
Nioholls,  George 
Nicholgon.Charles  N.(Doncast'r 
Norton-,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttail,  Harry 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Bobert  Toncens  - 
Purker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Bobert  (Staffs,  Leek)  ' 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson.W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Porks,  Bobert  William 
Philipps.Col.  Ivor(S'thampton) 
Phili|jps,J.Wynford  (Pembroke 
Philipps,  OwenC,  (Pembroke^ 
Piekersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie.  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  Robert  John(Norfolk,K.) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E.B.(Bradford,E,  ) 
Pullar,  Sir  Bobert 
Radford.  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H 
Boa,  Bussell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Bussell  (Soarboro* 
Bees.  J.  D. 
Rcndftll,  Athelstan 
Richards,  Thoraas(W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'a 
Richardson,  A. 
Bidsdale,  E.  A. 
Boberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Boberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Boberts,  John  H.  (Denbigbs.) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf'rd 
Robertson,  -T.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Roae,  ChitfleB  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman.  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
RusseU,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  ( Whitcchapel) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.£.(Manchester) 
Scott,  A.H.(Ashton  onder  Lyne 
Sea-8.  J.  E. 
Seaverna.  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
.Seely.  Colonel 
Shackleton.  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (SUfford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G.  i 
Silcook.  Thomas  BaU ^  v  v)g IC 
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SinuKi,  John  Alloebrook 
Sinid^.  Rt.  Hm.  John 
Sloaiit  TboniM  Henry 
Smeatcm,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Snowden,  P. 
SoareB,  "BrmBi  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley.  Albert  (Staffs.  N.  W. ) 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.IiyaIph{Clie8h.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
StewHt,  Halley  (Oreenook) 
Stewarti-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Stoans,  B.  8.  (Mile  End) 
Stoart,  James  (Snndetland) 
Sonunerbell,  T. 
Sntherlaod,  J.  E. 
TaylM,  Austin  (East  Toxteth 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 
Taylor.  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant.  Sir  Edwanl(SaliBbnry 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
ThomaSfDaTid  Alfred  (Merthyr 


Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Anstruther-Qray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,Bt.Hn  Hngl^O. 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrey-Fletoher,Kt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Baloures.  Lord 
Baldwin.  Stanley 
Banbnry.  Sir  IVederiok  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Hannood* 
Baiing,Capt.Hn.G  (Winohestez 
Barnard,  E.  B. 

Beaoh,Hn.Michael  Hug^  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Qervase 
Bertram.  Julius 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bottomley,  Horatio 
Bowles,  O.  Stewart 
Bddgeman.  W.  CUve 
Bnll.  Sir  William  Junes 
Burdett-CoQtts.  W. 
Bnrke,  £.  Haviland- 
Batoher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbel],  Bt.  Hon.  J.H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castleraagb,  Viscoant 
Care,  George 

Gecil.  Eve^  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil.  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Ceoil,  Lord  B.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.A.(Woro 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  E.  Feetham  (Lewinham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,Kt.HD.J.  (Birmingh'm 
Conrthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Charles  Curtis  (Antrim.8. 
Craig.Captain  Jame8(I>own,E.) 
CraiK,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymple.  Viscount 
Pixon-Hartlaad.Sir  FredDixoD  ' 


I'holilasson.  Fruiklin 
Thompson,J.W.  H(SoinMset.B 
Thome*  ^miiam 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torzanoe,  Sir  A.  H. 
Toulmin.  George 
Cre,  Alexander 
Vemey,  P.  W. 
Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 

Wdker.  H.  De  R.  (Leioester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Todw 

Walton,  Jos^h 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-npon-Trent 

Ward,W.Dndley(Southampton 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Waaom3t.Hn.E.(Clackmannan 

Wa8on,JohnCathcart  (Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Wedgwood,  Joaiah  C. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Sir  Geoi^  (Norfolk) 


NOES. 

Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du         Arthur  Philip 
Dnncan,Robert  (Lanark,Goyan 
Faber,  George  Denieon  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs.  G.  A.  (Bristol.  West) 
Ooooh,9eniy  Cubitt(FMikham) 
Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Goinneas,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Har<^,Laurence  (Kent,ABhford 
HaniBon-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Clavde  George 
Heaton,  John  Hennijtor 
Hehnsley,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 

HiiiB,  J.  w: 

Hogan,  Miohaol 
Hope,James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 
Houston,  Robert  Patcraon 
Hunt.  Rowland 
Idris.T.H.  W. 
Joynson-Hioks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.  Sn,  Sir  John  H. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick.  William 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
.  King,Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 
Lambton.  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lee.ArthuT  H.(Hant8,Fareham 
Lockwood.Bt.Hn.  Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Col.ChaTleB  W.  (Evesham 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dablin,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
'  M'Arthur,  Charles 


M  m 

While,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White.  Luke  (York.  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (H^itaz) 
Whitti^,  Sir  Thomas  Pahner 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
WilliamSiLIeweljm  (Carmarth'n 
Wtllianu,  Osmond  (Sfarioneth) 
WiUiunson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilstm,  H(HL  O.  O.  (HnU,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Hid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WtnvestersL  N. 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  PBncra6,&) 
Wilson,  T.  W.  (Westhm^litoB) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wodehouse,  Lend 
Yozall.  James  Henry 

Tbllkbs  fob  thb  Ayes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M'Itot,  Sir  Lewis 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Marks.  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Maaon,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey-ThompBon,  £.  C. 
Middlemore,  John  Thnmnort'o 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mooney,  J,  J. 
Morrison-Bell.  Cafrtain 
Muntz,  Sir  PhiUp  A. 
Murphy.  N.  J.  (Kilkenny,  8.) 
Nicholson, Wm.  G.  (BetersfieM) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Nolan,  Joseph 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Kelly.JameB  (Boscommoiijf  | 
Parker,Sir  Gilbert  (GraTeaend) 
Farkes,  Ebenexer 
Pease,Herbert  Pike(Darliiigt«o  I 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Fk'anciB  Sharp  i 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scnrrah 
Ratoliff,  Major  R.  F. 
RawlinBon.Jobn  FVisdcricb  ^1  , 
Remnant,  JamcB  Farqubarscn 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Ecdesall]  , 
Bonaldahay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  Jcdm  (I^ncashhr) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (LiTerpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut.-CoI.  Thos.  Mylet 
SasBOon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Sheffie1d,Sir  Berkeley  GeorgrD. 
Smith.Abel  H.  (Hertford,  Es«t) 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool. Walton) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stan1ey,HD.  Arthur  (Ormskiik) 
Starkey.  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill.  Henry  (StaffBh.) 
StransB,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
LT»tt>0t^>lSenl  &  (giicfaester) 
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Tftlbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.  (OxPd  UniT 
ThomsoD.W.Hitohell-  (lAtiMk) 
Thnntoa,  Percy  M. 
Tillett,  Louis  John 
Take,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker,Col.W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
WalrcHwl.  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde.  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Hid) 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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Warner,  Thomas  Coortenay  T. 

Whitbroad,  Howard 

White.  Patrick  (Heath,  North) 

Williams.  Col.  R.  (Dorset.  W.) 

Willooghby  de  Eresby,  I^ord 

Wilson. A.  Stanley  (York.  E.B.) 

Winterton.  Earl 

Wortley.  Kt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart'  j 


of  ths  fffluse. 
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Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.'GlecHge 
Young*  SuHwl 
Younger,  Gemge 

Tbllbbs  vob  thb  Nobs— Sir 
Alexander  Aoland-Hood  Mid 
Visooont  Valmtia. 


Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  fot  Monday  next. — {Mr. 

HABBIED  WOHEN*S  PROPERTY  BILL. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Standing  Committee. 


MONUHENT  TO  SIB  HENRY  CAMPBELL- 
BANNERMAN. 

Committee  to  consider  an  hmnble 
A^ieas  to  be  pzesoited  to  His  Majesty 


praying  that  His  Majesty  will  give  direc- 
tions that  a  Monument  be  erected  at  the 
public  chai^  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
St,  Feter*s,  Westminster,  to  the  memory 
of  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannerman  (King's  Recommendation 
signified),  upon  Monday,  18th  May. — 
(Mr.  Aaquith.) 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven 
of  the  clock  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put,  pursuant  to  tiie  Standing 
Order. 

Adjonmed  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


PUBLIC  BILLS 

DEALT   WITH   IN   VOLUME  CLXXXVII. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  QoTemment  Bills.   The  figures  in  parentheses  in  ' 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.     "  [^.L.] "  following  tiUe 
indieates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  House  of  Lords. 


(A.)  House  ot  Lords. 


THlvof  BfU. 

BRM^It  IB  \ltf 

*Anny  Annual 

Eairlt^PortimmOh 

Read  2-  Slst  March  (247) 

Committee)  |  .  .    .1  /jj-y 
Report  jl''tApnl(446) 

Bead  3'  and  passed  6th  April 

(886) 

Royal  Assent  14th  April  (961) 

^Companies  (Consolidatim) 

Sari  Gnmard 

Read  1«  1st  April  (447) 

*County  Courts  [H.L.] 

Lord  Loreburn 

Read  2-  2nd  April  (637) 

Elementary  Education 
(England  Ss  Wales)  [H.L.] 

Buhop     St.  Asoph 

Second  Reading  (adjourned) 
30th  March  (3) 

Moveable  Dwellings  [h.l.] 

Lord    Clifford  of 
CkadMgh 

Read  2-  Ist  April  (447) 

Municipal  Representation 

[H.L.] 

Lord   Cominsy  of 
Pmwith 

Bead  3"  and  passed  2nd  April 

(636) 

'Patents  and  Designs  [H.L.] 
*Post  Office  Consolidation 

[H.L.] 

Earl  of  Granard 
Earl  of  Granard 

Read  3^  and  passed  1st  April 
(466) 

Read  2'  2nd  April  (636) 

*SmaU  Holdings  &  Allot- 
ments (Scotland)  [h.l.} 

Earl  Carrington 

Committee  2nd  April  (635) 

Sunday   Closing  (Shops) 

[H.U] 

Lord  Aveburif 

Report  2nd  April  (63&) 

VOL.  CLXXXVII.  [FovRTK  Series.]      3  U  1 


Digitized  by 


(B.)  House  of  Goucoira. 


IltUofBlU. 

BKtu^tlnbj 

*Army  Annual 

Mr.  Hfuaa/M 

xCoyai    Assent  Apni 
(1001) 

Ballot  Act  (1872)  Amend- 
ment (Na  2) 

Mr.  Dunn 

Second  Beading  (adjourned, 
3rd  April  (879) 

Bankruptcy  (Scotland) 

Mr.  CUkaid 

Bead  1*  Snd  April  (707) 

-*Ghildien 

Mr.  S.  Samaul 

Bead  2*  Ist  April  {661> 

Coroners'  Inqneste 

Mr.  Sigham 

Bead  2*  3rd  April  (861) 

'"'Costs  in  (Mminal  Cases 

Sir  S.  Stoma 

Bead  2«  Ist  Apnl  (557) 

Education  (Consolidation 
and  Amendment) 

Mr.  fredffiDOOd 

neaa  1"  30tn  AjHil  (1417J 

Engines  and  Boiler8(Fer8on8 
in  Charge  (No.  2) 

Mr.  fr.  E.  Uarovj 

J&ead  1'  2otn  Apnl^liUD^ 

Factory  and  WwEshop  Act 
(1901)  Amendment 

ifr.  /otw/i 

Bead  1*  30tn  Ajvil  (1418) 

Femes  (Ireland) 

Jiff,  ffwynn 

Bead  2*  1st  (627) 

Fire  Liquests 

Bead  1*  31st  March  (331) 

Home  "Work 

Jfr.  Barnes 

Bead  1"  28th  April  (1106) 

InduBtnal  and  Provident 
Societies  Amendment 

Mr.  Diekinaon 

Bead  1*  2nd  April  (707) 

*Irish  UniTerdlaea 

Mr.BkrOl 

Bead  1*  3l8t  March  (331) 

^Licensing 

Mr.AaguUh 

SecondBeading28thApr.(1107) 
29th  „  (1270) 
„           30th  „  (14lP) 
ith  May  (1676) 

Married  Women's  Property 

Mr.  Hicks  Beach 

Bead  2«  4th  May  (1797) 

Municipal  Hepresentation 

Lh.l.1 

1^      T    n  t.  ^ 

Bead  1'  4th  May  (1674) 

s*  ew-Aom  LrUiiuren  ( rro- 
teotion) 

XiOra  A. 

Bead  1"  28th  April  .(1106) 

'j  i  '.' 

Poor  Law  (Ireland) 
"^Port  of  London 

Captain  Craig 
Mr.  Lloyd-George 

Second  Beading  defeataL  Ssd 

Awa  (830)  - 
Bead  P  2nd  April  (707) 

^.m  .                              ^    -  •   1  T, 
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(B.)  Houai  or  COMMffHa—emtiiiuetL 


nttooCBUL 

rnpMii 

*Pros6cutiQii  U  Offences 
(Amendment) 

Sir  W.  Sobicm 

Committee  1st  April  (C39) 

PobUe  Health  Acts  Amend- 
Dunt  (Bilarkate) 

Mr.  BendaU 

Beadl«  28th  April  (1106) 

*Fub1io  Health  (Markets  in 
■  Boral  Diitriets) 

Mr,  J.  Swnu 

Bead  1*  2iid  A^  (707) 

Shops 

Sir  0.  Dilke 

Bead  2*  Ist  May  (1634) 

Sammarr  JurisduitioD  (Ire- 
land) 

Margpen  ^  Mam%U<» 

Bead  2"  aSOi.April  (1234) 

Trade  DispiDtes  . 

Mr,  Olekmd 

Bead  t*  2nd  April  (707) 

Vivisection  (Abolition) 

Mr.  Sbdge 

Bead  1"  2nd  April  (707) 

WbaUng  StatiMis 

Mr.  J,  C.  JTaum 

Bead  !•  29th  Apxil  (1267) 

Woifanen's  Evlption  (Tiide 

Mr.  IFahk. 

Bead  1*  4th  May  (1675) 
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APPENDIX  a 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  SESSION  1908. 

List  of  Bulks,  Orders^  &o.,  which  have  been  presented  dnring  the  Session,  and  an 
reqmred  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  niuuber  of  Days  upon  tha  TaUe  of 
tlte  House. 


[T»  OMHnMaHon    Litt  given  In prmfimu  FoImh.] 


Title  al  Paper. 

Date  from  whidi 
the  Period  runs. 

Forlod  to  lia  vpan 
tbsTalilaL 

Univerflities  (Scotland)  Act,  1SS9  (Ordinance),— Copy 
of  UniTerrity  Court  Ordinance  No.  XXIV.  (Aberdeen, 
Mo.  2)  (Regnlations  for  Degrees  in  ArtB)[02uidS8  Via, 
c.  60,  s.  20] 

2AprU 

12  weeks 

XJniveniities  (Scotland)  Act,  1S89  (Ordioanoe).— Copy 
of  Univenity  Court  Ordinance  No.  XXV.  (Aberdeen, 
No.  S)  (BeKulationa  as  to  Bnnariei,  &o. )  [02  and  63  Vic, 
0.  55,  B.  20] 

2  April 

12  weeks 

Criminal  Amraal  Rules, — Copy  of  Additional  Criminal 
Appeal  Rnle,  fg08  [7  Kdw.  VII.,  c.  2S,  s.  18] 

2  April 

SOrittingdajs 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Rale8),~Copy  of  Rules, 
dated  26tb  Maroh  1908,  aupplemental  to  and  amending 
the  Rolea  dat«d  the  16th  March  1897,  19th  March  1900, 
I7th  May  1901,  14th  Maroh  1902,  and  (Prorisional 
Rules)  4tta  December  ]  903  [3  £dw.  VIL,  c.  37,  s.  92] 

6  April 

46sittl^dajs 

Merchant  Shipping  (Mereantile  Marine  Fund)  Act, 
1898,— Copy  of  Draft  Order  in  Council  altering  the 
Exemptimis  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Act  by  add- 
ing thereto  Salting  Yachts  not  roistered  in  the  British 
Islands  which  come  iuto  territorial  vaters  adjacent  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  with  the  sole  object  of  taking 
part  in  Yaoht  Radng  [61  and  62]  Vio.,  o.  44,  s.  6  (3)  ] 

14  April 

30  days 

Gduoation  (Scotland),— Copy  of  Regulations  for  the 
Prdiminary  Education.  Tnuning,  and  Certifieaition  of 
Teaehen  fw  variouB  Grades  of  SSwoli^  1906  [35  and  36 
Vio.,  0.  62,  a  67] 

14  April 

One  month 

Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Act,  1907,— Copy  of  Act  of 
Sederunt  anent  Proceedure  in  AppeiUs,  under  Sections 
6  and  30  of  the  Sheriff  Courts  (Sootland)  Act,  1907  [7 
EJw.  VIL,  0.  Bl,  B.  40] 

28  April 

86  days 

Sheriff  Courts  (Sootland)  Act,  1907,— Copy  of  Act  of 
Sederunt  regulating  the  Fees  of  Agente  and  others  in 
the  Sheriff  Coart  [f  Edw.  VIL,  c  61,  s.  40] 

28  A^ 

86  days 

Shop  Hours  AoL  1604, — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the 
Municipal  Coonoil  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Iiord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  fixinii  the  Hours 
for  Closing  certain  clafses  of  Shops  within  the  Ci^  [4 
Edw.  VII.,  c.  31,  8.  3  (3)  ] 

28  April 

40  days 

Shop  Honrs  Act,  1904, — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the 
Council  of  the  County  Borough  of  Croydon,  and  con- 
firmed hy  the  Seoretuy  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, fbOBff  the  Honrs  of  Gloung  for  certain  classes  of 
^^holJS  viUun  a  certain  part  or  the  Borons^  [4  Edw. 
VILTcSI,  b.  3(8)] 

April  29 

40  days 
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INDEX 

TO  THK 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED  EDITION]. 
FIFTH  VOLUME  OF  SESSION  1908. 

MARCH  ZQ~MAY  4. 

EXPLANATION  OF  AKRAMOEMBNT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

BUls :  HMd  Ffnt,  Second,  or  Third  Time  m,  Ir.,  2b.,  Sr.  [e.] »  Commont.  ^Ijardn. 
AmeiuU.  ~  Amendment.  Ot.  w.  Observations.  Q:  =■  Qneetione.  A*.  «*  Aimwvm. 
dm.  —  Committee.   Oon.  —  Consideration.   Eep.  =  Report. 

Where  ia  the  Index  *  ii  added  with  Reading  of  a  BUI,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it 
indioat«8  that  no  Debate  took  place  on  that  stage  o(  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote. 

Sabjeote  discaaeed  ia  Committee  of  Sapplj  an  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  nmter 
M«mben*  Nmim«,  without  relerenoe  to  tJie  aotoal  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


AbeokuU 

Treaty  with  AUke  in  1893,  eto. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;     A.  Colonel 
Seely,  JToy  4,  1600. 

Aberdeen 

Trawl  flshermeOt  Faoilities  for  examining. 
<^f.   Mr.  Firie ;  A«.   Ifr.  Lloyd-Oeme, 
Mar.  30,  90. 

Aberdeen  TTniTertity 

Bursaries  and  Degrees  in  Arts — Regula- 
tions Presented.  Ajor.  2,  634, 636,  640. 

Abnhnitt,  Xr.  W.  [Cork  County,  N.E.] 
Ktnihrn  Estate,  Sale  Frapfuals,  Apr,  1, 
S06. 

Leader  EsUte— Case  of  iSn.  Alice  Nagle, 
Afr.  2S,  1007. 

Roberts  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  C.  01eaem«t 
Mar  30,  68. 

Sherlock  Estote— Case   of   P.  Kidney, 

AbrnhUD,  Mr.  W-  [Olamorgao,  Rhondda] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill — Govern- 
ment ftoposali  t»U>,Afr.  14, 1020. 

AbTisinin 

Adis  Abeba.  Legation  at.  Expenditure  on. 
Of.    Mr.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  2,  768;  Mr. 
Hareourt,  761.  768;    Mr.  Ashley, 
767. 


Accrington 

Popolation  and  Licensing  Statistics. 
Q.    Captain  Paber;      A.   Mr.  QUd* 
atone,  Apr.  S8,  1001. 


Aoatone 

Import  Statistics. 
Q.    Mr.   Bettaira      A.   Ut.  Kearley, 
ifdy  4,  1634. 


Adand.  Kr.  7.  "D.—JKiutnetal  Seeretwy  to 
Me  War  Offet  (Yorkshire,  Ricbmond) 

Estimates — Fignres  given  in  Menunandnm, 

Apr.  29,  1237. 
Gibraltar  G«rison— Report  on  Mobilise-* 

tion,  Apr.  29,  1236. 

Horses,  Scheme  for  Breeding,  Apr,-  29, 
1237. 

Territorial  Force — Gun   Shields,  Supply 

of,  Apr.  29,  1236. 
War  Office  Expenditure  on  Warlike  Stores* 

(1007-1008).  May  1,  1634. 


kAmi-ndtv—nnt  Lord—Kt,  Hon.  it. 
BfoKenna.  Financial  Seeretary—Dr.  T. 
J.  Maonamara. 

Contracts— ftitfsh  Materials,  Use  <rf. 
Qt.   Mr.  MitcheltThomson ;    Aa.   K  . 
E.  Robertson,  Apr.  2.  6(0. 

Granite — Source  of  Supply.   _  , 
fl.  ^He|J^4,,,j5jCB«*ir«4l^ 


Adm— Abo] 


Adminltf— AMf. 

Official  BeBidenees  for  Tint  Lnd,  and 
First  Sea  Lord,  Progress  made  with. 
Oa.    Mr.  A.  Douglas,  ^pr.  2,  731. 
732;   Mr.  Haroourt.  73S 

Scarves,  Contract  tar. 
Qt.   Mr.  Fell ;  At.  Hr.  E.  Robertson, 
Hr.  Speaker,  Mar,  30,  74. 

ISntedOMiiki 

Mortality  among  Persoos  employed  in 
Hanufaotoring. 
Qt.    Hr.   Bottomley ;      As.  Hr. 
Bums,  Apr.  29,  1247. 

Women  employed  in  Uannfaotiiring. 
Q*   Mr.  Qewgfr  Faber  ;  A,   Hr.  Bnmi, 
Apr.  29,  1248. 

Afig)i*iiirtan  ' 

Anglo-BuBsiaa  GniTention,  Views  of  Ameer 

on. 

Q.  Uajor  Anstrutfaer-Oray ;  A. 
Mr.  Horley,  Apr.  14,  986. 

Q*  Mr.  Smeaton;  A.  Hr.  Hob- 
house,  ^pr.  29,  1237. 

Qt.  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Smeat<m,  Sir 
H.  Cotton ;  At.  Mr.  Buohuian, 
Mr.  Speaker,  Apr.  28,  1082. 

Afrioa 

British  CuiBUlates  in. 
Of.   Mr.  Fell,  ^pr.  2, 759,  76a 

Afrioa,  Eut 

\3ee  dUo  Names  of  Flaoes.1 
Debmen,  Lord  and  Ur,  Baillie,  Ciroum'- 
stance*  of  Suspension  of. 
Q».    Sir  O.  S.  Kobertson.  Sir  G. 
Parker;     Aa.    Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  30,  85. 

GrieTaaces  of  White  Settlers,  Proposals 
for  dealing  with. 
Q$.    Bfr.    Lonsdale,   Hr.  Ashley; 
Aa.    Colniel  Seely,  Apr.  30. 
1390. 

Katire  Labour  Begtdations,  Denunutra^ 
ti<His  against. 
Q9.    Mr.  Ashley;  At.  Mr.  Chor- 
ohiU,  Jfor.  30,  86. 

Agrienltnre  and  Tiilieriei,  Board  of 

jPrendenl— Bt.  Hon.  Earl  Csnington. 

Almaal  B«port,  Fieeented,  MJ^,  4, 1618. 
Remises,  Liadeqaaoy  of. 

Ot.    Mr.  Luie-Fox,  Apr.  2,  787-739; 
Mr.  Harcourt,  739 ;  Mr.  H.  Beach, 
744 ;  Mr.  Fell,  766. 
Q.   Mr.  lAne-Foz ;  A,   Mr.  Haraoort. 
Ap'.  1,  485. 

Ajpiealtnre  and  Teohnioal  Inttrnotion 
Department,  TrehanA—Vteepreaident 

— Bt.  Hon.  T.  W.  Russell 

Salaries,  Increase  in  Estimate  for. 

Q.   Mr.  Delany ;  A,   Mr.  T.  W.  Bnsaell, 
Apr.l4,9M, 

Salary  ctf  Seoretary. 

Mr.  Long;  A,  Mr.  BosseU,  Apr.  29, 
1265. 
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Ainiworth,  Xr.  J.  B.  [Argyll] 


IT<rf.  187. 


Small  Holdings,  Scotland.  Legislaticm  ia, 
proposed.  Apr,  2,  687. 

Aland  Itlandi 

CnLvei^ion  of  1856,  Proposak  for  modi- 
fying. 

Mr.  Ashley, ;  ^.SirE.C^,  ^pr. 
28,  1089.  ^  ^ 

ESeot  of  new  Baltic  agreement.  ^  ^ 

Q.  Mr.  Loiudale;      Sir  E.  Grey,  ^ar. 
30,  1305. 

Aloohol 

DeaUiB  in  Ireland  from,  tu  Deaths. 

Bereiiae  derived  from  (1888-1907). 
Qa.  M.  H.  P.  Pease;  Aa.  Mr.  Lloyd* 

George,  Apr.  28, 1061. 
Q.  Mr.H.  P.  Fteae ;  A,  Mr.  Asqnitli.^pr. 
.  28,  1103. 

Alden,  Kr.  P.  [Middlesex,  Totttmbam] 

Customs   and   Excise,   Port  Clerkships, 
bif(nrmati<Hi  as  to.  Mar.  31, 206. 

Notification  of  Births  Bill,  Adoption  of. 
Mar.  30,  92. 

Probation  of  Offenders  Aet,  Fines  and  Be- 
stitntion  of  Stolen  Sfoan,  Paymflnt 
Jfor.  3^,88. 

Alieni 

Natnralisation  Fees  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Byles ;  A.  Hr.  Gladstone.  Aft. 
643. 

Aliena  Aet 

New  Regulations,  Isane  oi. 
9>.  Mr.  FeUi  jfs;  Mr.  Oladrtooe,  JTm  *g 
1668. 

Reaideut  of  Boai:d  U  Undt,  Stetemeata 
made  by. 
Qa.  Mr.  Hay.  Mr.  L.  Hania ;  At.  Mr. 

H.  Samuel.  Apr.  30, 1402. 
Qt.  Mr.  C.  Hay,  Earl  Wintsrtoa  : 
At.  Mr.  GUdstocw.  Maf4, 1667. 

Allendale.  Lord 

Morable  Dwellings  Bill,  2s..  Apr.  U  456- 
468. 

Ambrose,  Br.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Congestion  Commission,  Cost  of,  Jfor.  30. 
68. 

Poor ^w, ^;:^^iditure  on  Relief  (100S»S)« 
Annetheties 

Deathsfrom,inl907. 
Q.  Mr.  Btamsdon;  A.  Hr.  GlMlst<Mie 
Jf  ar.  30, 67. 

Ancient  Honomenti 

Expenditure  on  Maintenance  of. 
Oa.  Hr.  Morton,  Apr.  2,  746,  766;    Jfr ' 
Haroourt,  749,  763;    Mr.  T. 
Oorbett,  762,  756;  Mr.  Laoe-Pox 
752;  Sii:F.Banhaiy,r?5t»,76S,  VOoI 
.  Mr.  MitcheU-Thomwn,  *5l     _  ' 


Aniialee 

Case  of  W.  Walicer. 

Q,  Mr.  T.  Kennedj ;  A.  tb.  Bitrell,  'Apr. 
6,  010. 


SESSIOK 1908. 
Mar,  SO—Majf  4. 
Amy 


[Ann— Arm 


Anitrn&ei^Oray^  Kajor 

Burghs] 


[St.  Andrews 


Afghanistan — ADgto-BuBsian  ConTention* 
Views  of  Ameer  on,  Apr.  14y  965. 

Army 

Cavalry — Scottish  Barracks,  Selection 

of  Sites  for.  Mar.  31,  305. 
Hwaes—^St^plyFroposals^if or.  30, 82. 

Ifotor  Transport,  AdvaatageB  of.  Mar. 

J0,82. 
TMritoriol  Force 
Field  Artillery 

Ex'«>ldier8,   Enlistment  of, 
i  May  4,  1644. 

Training  PropoHals,  May  4, 
1645. 

Fifteen-pounder  Qon,  Supply  of, 
Apr.  6,  926. 
Cdastguord  Service,  Changes  on  Fife  Coast, 

Mar.  32, 302. 
Dnkft  of  Yortfs  Sohool— Chelsea  Site.  Dis- 
posal of,  il|>r.  2,  740,  743. 

Hayti,  Sitoaticni  in,  Apr.  SO,  1301 
Loeal  Goremment,  IiegisUtiTe  Proposals, 
Mar.  31,  322,  323. 

BClitia 

Artillery  Staff,  Proposala  as  to,  Apr.  2, 
664. 

Fife  Artillery— Training  under  New 
Scheme,  Mar.  30,  83. 
^avy— Replacement  of  Lost  Tessela,  May 
4,1639. 

Post  Office  Classification,  Method  of  Deter- 
^  mining,  ^pr.  28,  1098. 

TristM  da  Cnnha — Despatch  of  .Mails, 

Apr.  2,  m. 
Whaling  Industry,  Petitimis,  etc.,  against 
Apr.  hOOi. 

Anthrax 

Compolsoiy  Notifloation  of,  prraosed. 
Q.  Mx.  L.  Hardy ;  A.  Mr.  Bums,  Mar. 
30,91. 

Qi.  Mr.  Ashley;  Aa.  Mr.  Bums,  Apr. 
1,499. 

Qnigley,  M.,  Circumstances  of  Death  of. 
Mr.   Jowett,   Mr.   Kilbride;  A*. 
Mr.  Gladstone,  Mar.  31,  315. 

Argwtine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Apr.  1,  445. 
e.  la.*  Apr.  14,  968. 
2k.*  Mag  4,  1613. 

Arklow  Earbonr 

Accounts  and  Report  Presented,  Apr.  28, 
104a. 


Sterefary  of  Slate~-B.t.  Hon.  H.  B. 
Haldane. 

PeHiatnniimy  Secretary — Lord  Laoas. 
Financial  Secreiory— Mr.>F.  D.  Acland. 

Annual  Report  Presented,  May  31, 246, 295. 

Camps— Period  for  placing  Troops  under 
CanTas. 

Q.  Mr. H. Beach;  A.  Ab-. Haldane, 
May  4,  1645. 

Cavalry — Scottish  Barracks,  Selection  of 
Sites  for. 

Qa.  Mr.   Mitchell-Thomson,  Mr. 
.   P^e,  Major'  Anstruther-Gfay ; 
Aa.  Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  31,  304. 

CoUumb,  Private,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Farrcll;   A.  Mr.  Haldane^  Apr. 
U  486. 

Dillon,  Second-Corporal  C.  H.,  Funeral  of. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Lee;   A.  Mr.  Haldane,  Jf ay 
4,  1632. 

Disbandment  of  certain  Regiirents— Pay- 
ment of  Cost  of  Transfer  of  Officers. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Long ;   A.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  3i,  305. 

Establishment 

Figures   givte   in    Estimates  and 
Return. 

Qa.    Mr.    Ashley ;     Aa.  Mr. 
Haldane.  May  4,  1643. 

Proposals  for  Raising. 
Q.  Mr.  Ashley ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  0, 022. 

Sxpenditure  under  Military  Works  Act 
(1897-1903)— Approximate  Estimate 
Presented,  .^|>r.  6,882,889. 

Gallagher,  D.,  Case  of. 
Q,  Mr.  MaoNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane,  Apr. ' 
2,  666. 

Horses 

Scheme  for  Breeding. 
Qa.  Mr,  Newnes.  Earl  Winterton; 
Aa.  Mr.  Acland,  Apr.  29,  1236. 

Supply  Proposals. 
Q.  Major   Anstruther-Gray  ;  A. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Jfor.  30,  82. 

Killeen,  John,  Case  of.. 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  2, 
661.  ■ 

Maps,  Expendituze  on.^ 
Q.  Mr.  Bellairs ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane,  Apr. 
20,  1061. 

Militia,  Volunteen,  Yeomanry,  see  thoat 
fi&ea. 

Motor  Transport,  Advantages  of. 

Q.  Major  Anstruther-Gray ;   A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  30,  82. 

Officera*   Education—Improvement  since 
1004 

[conC  : 
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hxmy—tont. 

Oxford  Depot,  Store  of  Clothing  Irapt  at. 
Q.  Mr.  BridgemaD;       Hr.  Hsldane, 
Jfor.  di,  303. 

Fimlioo  Clotbing  Factory — Boots  in  Store. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  F.  Riohftrds;    A.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Apr.  6,  923. 

KiKRU— Report  (1007)  Presented,  Apr.  SO, 
1S77. 

RaTonhil),  George,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  B.  Harmsworth;   '  A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  30,  1380. 

Royal  Irish  Rifles— Place  of  Training. 
Qa.  Captain  Craig,  Mr.  X.  L.  Corbett ; 
At.        BB^aa,  Apr.  1, 491. 

St.  Geone's  Baxraeks,  Disposal  of. 
Os.  m.A.^>oag\u,Apr.2t^Z2. 

Soottiah  Horse,  Beomiting  for. 
Q9.  Mr.  Bowexman,     Mr.  Mitohell- 
ThomBon;  A»>  lb.  Haldane,  .^Ipr. 
6,  919. 

Soft-Metal  Caps  for  Projeotiles,  Inventor  of. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  P.  Pease ;   A.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  6, 918. 

Special  Reserve,  BeGmiting  Statietios. 
Q.  Captain  Craig;  A.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  1,  490. 

Territorial  Force  (mc  atao  UUea  Militia 
Volunteers,  Yeomaniy) 

f        Adjntantfl  'of  Disbanded  Regiments, 
Position  of. 
:  Q.  Mr.    Lambton ;  A.  Mr. 

Haldane,  Mar.  30, 02. 

\ ,  Artiller; 

'  Estimated  cost  ot*. 

Of.  Earl  of  BrroU,  Apr.  1,  470  ; 
Earl  of  Fortamoutfa,  471, 
472;   Earl   of  Donoagh- 

U  more,  471. 

1'  ;         Field  Artillery 

'       ■  Adjutants,  Pay  of. 

.   '  ~.  Q.  Mr.  Ashley ;     A.  Mr. 

.  ,  Haldane,  May  4,  1647. 

Brigades,  Enlistment  of  Ex- 
.  .  soldiers  in. 

Q»,  Major  Anstmther- 
Gray,  Mr.  A.  Lee ; 
As.  Mr.  Halaane, 
Mas  ^.  1644. 

Training  Proposals. 

Q.  Major  Anstnitber-Gray; 
A.  Vie.  Haldane,  Majf 
4,1645. 

Poy  of. 

Q.   Captain   Faber ;   A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  30,  1370. 
'  \r        Training  with  Converted  Guns. 

Q.    Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  CarUle  j 
Aa.     Mr.    Haldane,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Mag  4,  1646. 
Value  of  as  a  Fighting  Force. 
Os.   Earl  of  ErroU,  A  pr.  J,  470. 
Bands,  Provision  of. 
Qi.   Mr.  Ashley  ;  Aa.   Mr,  Haldane, 
May  4,  1047. 
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Army — toot. 

Territorial  Foroe--«oiil. 

Coloora,  Decisim  aa  to  graatinc. 
Q.  Mr.  Bennett;  A.  Ux.  ^IdaiM, 
Apr.  30,  138a 

Q.  Mr.  Ashley;  A.  Mr.  Hakbne. 
May  4.  1647. 

Cost,  Estimate  ot 
Qa.  Mr.  Ashley ;  At.  Mr.  Haldane, 

Mar.  80,  76. 

County  Associations 

Seoretoiyships 

Position  of  Officers  of  ReguW 
Army  accepting. 
0».  Lord  Haverahan, 
Mar.  31. 289. 291 ; 
Earl  of  Port*- 
mouth,  289,  290, 
291  ;  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  290 ; 
Marquess  of  Bath, 
200;  Lord  Saye 
and  Sele,  291. 

Remuneration,  Scale  of. 
,  Oa     Marquess   of  Lans- 

downe.  Mar.  32,  2S0; 

Earl  of  Portsmooth. 

290. 

Description  Registers,  Keeping  of. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Bull ;  .4.  Mr.  Haldane. 
Apr.  6.  919. 

Establislunent  Grant,  Basis  of  Pay- 
ment. 

Os.  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  J/«. 
3,  263 ;  Earl  of  Daitmoath, 
263. 

Expenditon  per  Man,  Estimate  of. 
Q.  Colonel  B.  Williama ;  A.  Kr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  28,  1062. 

Gimi 

Converted  Guns  issued  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Ashley;  A.  Mx.tbX- 
dane,  May  4,  1646. 
Mfteen-pounder  Gon,  Supply  of. 
Qt.    Major   AnstnitlM-GFay  > 
Aa.  Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  C> 
926. 

Shields,  Information  as  to. 
Qs.  Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  Courthope ; 
Aa.     Mr.     Acland,  Mr. 
Speaker.  Apr.  29,  1236. 
Handbook,  Supply  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Lee;    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
May  4,  1647. 
Horses,  Provision  of  on  Mobilisation. 
Ot.    Earl  of  Dartmoutii,  ifor. 
248.  260 ;  Eari  of  Pwtamooth. 
262,  256;  Lord  Lorat,  2S4; 
Earl  Carrington,  260. 
Ireland,  Effect  of  Scheme  upon. 
Qa.     Captain    Craig ;     Aa.  Mr. 
Haldane.  Apr.  2,  666. 
Medal,  Conditions  of  awarding. 
Qa.   Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Thompeon ;  A. 

Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  30,  79l 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane. Mar.  30,  83. 
Digitized  by  VjiOO^fcOIlt 


Vol.  187.] 


8BSSI0K  1908. 
Mar.  30— ifay  4. 


[Arm— Aah 


Amy— eonf. 

Tenitori&I  Voree—eont, 

Ofttb  on  joining,  TerioB  of. 
Qb.  ICr.  Aihfay ;  J«.  Mr.Haldana, 

Retirement  of  Offioen  —  Ftivileges 
Accorded. 

Q.    Mr.    Lamont;    A.  iSr, 
Haldane,  Apr.  2, 660. 
Orders  in  Council  (10th  March)  Pre- 

MDted.  Mar.  31,  246,  29S. 
Pocket- Book,  Proposala  as  to. 

Qt.  Colonel  Lookwood ;  As.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  6,  920. 


PiOTiuou  of. 

Qt.  Ur.  Ashley,  Mr.  Amold- 
Fonter;  As.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  6,  921. 
Qt.  Mr.  Ashley;  As.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane. Jtfay  4,  1643. 
Trjuufer  or  Abandonment  of, 
Rwulations  as  to. 
Oi.  Earl   of  Dartmouth, 
Mar.    31,  248,  200; 
Earl  of  P<Hrt8moath. 
252. 

Recruiting,  Assistance  to  be  given  by 
Military  Authorities. 

Os.    Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Mar. 
31,  248;  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth. 2S2. 
Hcf^ments  whose  Recruiting  Areas  lie 
In  more  than  one  County,  Position 
ot 

Os.  Lord  Harris,  Apr.  1,  468- 
470 ;  Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
469.  470. 

SepAntion  Allovances  Extension  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Ashley ;  A.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane, Mar.  30,  77. 
Qs.    Mr.    GrettonJ    As.  Mr. 
Haldane,  May  4,  1648. 
Sheffield  Volunteer  Artillery,  Proposal 
dB  ta 

q.  Mr.  8.  Wortley;  A.  Mr. 
Haklane,  Apr.  6,  904. 
Specdal  Reserre,  mb  fAof  (ttfe. 
Snmdemental  List,  Provision  for. 
Oa,   But  of  Dartmouth,  Mar.  31, 
248.  249 ;  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 
252, 

Training  Period. 
Qt.   Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Viscount 
Helmsley,  Colonel  Lookwood, 
Mr.  Ashley  ;  As.  'Mr.  Haldane. 
Mar.  30.  78. 
Trophy  Tax.  Application  of,  under 
New  Scheme. 

Q.   Mr.    Bottomley;   A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  30,  1387. 
Unit,"  Definition  of. 
09.   Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Mar.  31, 
248,  250  ;  Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
252;  Lord  Lovat.  254. 
Hd worth  Barracks,  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in, 

Q.  Captain  Faber;^.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  30,  im. 
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Tiemey.  U.,  Case  of. 
Q.  sSi.TyuSyi  A.  Hr.  Haiaane,  Apr. 

6,  905. 

Transport  by  Sea,  see  wtder  Defence  of 
the  Empire. 

War  Offioe,  see  thai  title. 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  see  that  title. 

Army  (Animal)  Bill 

2b.,  Jlfar.  31,  247. 

Com.  and  Mep.,*  Apr.  h  466.      .  .. 

3b.,«  Apr.  6,  886, 

Royal  Assent,  Apr.  14,  961. 

Army  Gonnoil  Bill 

e.  IB.,*  Apr.  28,  1106. 

ProposiJs  as  to.' 
Q.  Mr.  Ashley;  A.  Mr.  Haldana,  Mar. 

30,  83. 

Army  Eitimates 

Application  of  Surplases  to  meet  Excesses 
— Minate  Presented,  Mar.  30,  &5. 

Memorandum,  Figures  given  in. 
Qs.  Mr.  Cox;  As.  Hr.  Aoland,  Apr.  29, 
1237. 

Arnold -Fonter,  Bt  Hon.  H.  0.  [Crpydoni 

Army 

TerritOTial  Force 

Ruiges,   Provision  of,  Apr.  6, 
922. 

Training  Period,  Mar,  30,  78. 
Art  Galleries 

Sunday    Opening,    Reason   for  Closing 
during  Months  of  November  to  March. 
Os.  Lord  Newton,  ifor.  31,  265- 
268,  262 ;  Earl  of  Carlisle,  208, 
269 ;  Lord  Denmau.  209.  262 ; 
Marquess  of  Luudowne,  260. 

AdLbonme,  Lord 

County  Courts  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  2,  637. 

Albley,  Ur.  W.  W.  [Lancashire.  Blackpool] 
Adis  Abeba,  Legislation  at,  Ezpenditure 
on,  Apr.  2,  767,  768. 

Africa,  East 

Orierances  of  White  Settlws,  Fn>. 
posaU  for  dealing  with,  Apr.  SO, 
1391. 

Native  Labour  Regulations,  Demons 
Btoations  against,  Mar.  30,  86.  ^ 

Aland  Islandfl.  Convention  of  1856,  Pro< 
posala  for  modifying,  Apr.  28,  1069. 

Anthrax.   |Comput8ory   Notification  of, 
Apr.  1,  499. 

Army 

Sstablishment 

Figures  given  in  Estimates  and 
Return,  JTay  4,  164S.  1644. 
^poMli  f<»>  Rsira^,  Apr.  6, 
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AiU«y,  Mr.  W.  W.-ew*. 
Aimj—amt. 

Territorial  Force 
«  Artillery 

Field   Adjutants,    Pay  of, 
Majf  4,  1647. 

Training    inth  Converted 
Gmu,  Jfoy  4,  1646. 
Band*,  Provision  of,  Maj/  4, 1647. 

Oolonn,  ftovisifm  of,  Mau  4, 
1647. 

C^t,  Ettimate  of.  Mar.  30,  76. 
Oons 

Converted  Guns  issued  to, 
Maj/  4,  1646. 

Shields,  Supply  of,  Apr.  29, 
1236. 

Oftfli,  Terms  of,  May  4,  1642. 

■Ranges,   Proviaion  of,  Apr.  6 
921 ;    Maj,  4,  1643. 

Sepwation  Allowance  for  Lanoe 

Corporala,  Mar.  30,  77. 
Training  Period,  Mar.  30,  79. 

Army  Council  (Powers)  BUI,  Proposals  as- 
to.  Mar.  30,93. 

BUokpooI  Post  Office,  Expenditure  on. 
Apr.  S.  718.  723. 

Cordite,  Amomit  containing  Mercuric 
Cblnride  on  Board  Ships  and  Ashore, 
Apr.  30,  1383. 

Gibraltar  Garrison— Report  on  MolHlisa- 
tion.  Apr.  29,  1235,  1236. 

Hamble  Rivea<— Mooring  of  T<xpedo  Craft, 
Proposals  for,  Apr.  28,  1076,  1OT6. 

Lioemsing  BiU,  2b.,  Apr.  30,  1608,  1512. 

Clause  20,  Opportunity  for  discussinff, 
Apr.  28,  1104. 

Clauses  6  and  7— Selection  of  Licences 
for  Extinction,  Apr.  1,  519. 

New  Forest — Military  Manceuvres^Proposals 
for  holding,  Apr.  1,  489,  490 :  Apr.  6, 
924.925;  ^pr.  30, 1378. 

Paris,  Cost  of  Embassy  at,  Apr.  g,  796. 

Port  Said  Consulate,  Expenditure  on,  Apr.  2, 

Russia— Case  of  Mr.  E.  Howarth,  Apr.  30, 
1393,  1394.  .         «  . 

Sleeping-out,  Police  Instruotitms  for  dealing 
with  Offenders,  Apr.  30, 1399. 

Trailing— Regulation  of  Operations  outside 
Territorial  Waters.  Proposdis  for.  Jfor. 
W,  328.  i~  » 

Treaty  of  Paris,  1856— Modification,  Pro- 
posals for.  Mar.  31,  313. 

Volunteer  GarriBon  Artillery  Guns,  Recall 
of,  May  4,  1646. 

Volunteers  and  Militia,  Enlistmenta  and 
Discharges  in  1007-8»^aytf.  16^ 

lb  ' 


Aahtm,  Kr.  T.  0.  .[Beds,  LutonJ 

Xatioul  Debt^Informatibn  as  to  Un- 
funded Debt,  May  4, 1637. 

Aihton-nnder-Xyne 

Li(»nsed  Houses  closed  (1905-7). 
Q.   Mr.  Soott;     A.   Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  30, 64. 

AiqaigL,  Bt  Hon.  H.  K.~First  Lord  of  Ac 
Treamry  [Fife,  E.] 

Alcohol.  Revenue  derived  from  (1888-1007) 
^pr.^S,  1105. 

Brewery  Stock  (^peratiou— Protection  of 
Investors,  Mar.  31, 288. 

Bodget.  Date  of  introducing.  Mar.  31, 330  * 
Apr.3,m;Apr.29,l2B7. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of,  Apr.  2,  705  ;  Apr.  30,  1418. 

Wednesdays  on  which  there  are  no 
Notices  of  Motion.  Proposals  as  to, 
Apr.  1.  518,  619. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Second 
Reading,  Date  of  taking,  Apr.  28, 1103. 

Death  of  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
Apr.  27,  1033-1036. 

Dog-Tax— Dealers.  System  of  taxing,  Apr. 
27,1029.  i- 

Easter  Recess.  Adjournment-  'ftoponli. 
Mar.  30, 110. 

Elementary  Education  ( England  and  Wales) 
Bill — Second  Beading,  Date  of  tak- 
ing, Mar.  31,  830 ;  Apr.  2,  701. 
Statements  made  by  President^of  Board 
of  Trade,  Apr.  30,  1413,  1414. 

Finance  Act.  19Q7,  Sectitm  10— Extensicn 
to  Shvs  Oqiital.  jffoposed.  Mar.  31, 

299. 

Food,  Reduction  of  Import  Duties  on. 
proposed,  Apr.  2, 700. 

Friendly  Sooieties 

Borrowers'  Interest,  Phyment  of  In- 
come>Tax  on,  Jfor-  30, 112. 

Income-Tax  Liability,  Apr.  27,  lOSa 

Government  Departments— Salaries  of 
Presidents,  MOjf  4, 1667. 

Home  Rule 

Government  Policy  as  stated  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Apr.  30,  1415.   1416.;    JToy  4, 

1667.  1668. 

Protests  against  British  Administia- 
tioa,  etc..  Mar.  30, 222-228. 

House  of  Commons — Intoxicating  Liquors, 
Penalties  for  Sale  of,  .^pr.  2,  689. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Bill 

Discussion  of,  Mar.  30,  112. 

Explanatory  Memorandum,  Circul*- 
tion  of,  proposed.  Apr.  1,  521. 

Inland  Bevemie77r<Gaae  of  ^  F.  Farringtoa, 
Apr,  2,  699. 
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Aaqnitk,  &t-  Hon.  H.  K.—tont 

IxiA  Vtd^^itha  Bill,  Proposats  as  to 
May  4,  1669. 

Land  Purchase  Finance 

Evidence  taken  by  Committee;  TabGng 
of.  A-pr.  28.  1064. 

Tax  OQ  Incomes  derived'  from  Ua- 
tenanted  Land  refnsed  for  Sale, 
jvopoaed,  Apr.  2,  510. 

Iaw  CourtSt  Aooommodation,  KoposaU 
for  Inonasii^,  Apr.  B,  698. 

Idoenaing  Bill.  2b.,  Apr.  28,  1107-1117, 
1129 ;  May  4,  1778-1786. 

Clause  3,  Sub-section  2,  ApplicatioilL 
of,  May  4,  1670. 

Clause  20,  Opportonity  for  DiMraesing, 
Apr.  28,  nOi. 

Clauses  6  and  7 — Selection  of  Licences 
for  Eztinotion,  Apr.  1,  S20. 

dsnsea  36-43,  Intfrnretation  of,  Jpr. 
1, 618. 

Uonopoly  Value,  Provisions  as'  to, 
Apr.  28,  1103,  IIOl. 

On-lioences  for  which  full  Monopoly 
Valm  has  been  Paid,  ProTiBicms 
as  to.  Mar.  30.  110,  IIL 

RefcRing  to  a  Comniitte«  of  the 
Whole  Honse.  if    4. 1669. 

Terapwaaoe  Clubs,  Ezclusim  of, 
TgomdfApr.  1,  SIS. 

Time-Lamit 

Application  of,  in  certain  Cases, 
May  4,  1669. 

Basis  of  Calculating,  Apr.  2,  656. 

liiqoor  Traffic 

Aflt  of  1904,  Wwking  of;  Apr.  28, 
1105. 

Oovemment-owited  Property,  Sale  of, 
Apr.  28,  1102. 

.  Grant  of  New  Licences,  Sums  payable 
for.  Apr.  28,  1103. 

Proportion  of  Hotel,  etc..  Sales  to 
,  Total  Amount  Consumed,  Apr. 

2,  656. 

"  Queen "  and  "  Sawyers  Arms " 
(Codicote),  Assessment  of|  Apr. 
6,  891. 

Uinisters  attaining  Cabinet  Rank,  Aboli- 
**  tion  of  Re-election  for,  proposed,  Apr. 

29,  1233. 

Ordecs  in  Coonoil — Rule  as  to  Publication, 
Apr.  29.  1266. 

FkriiaiiiMit,  AdjontmnMit  of.  on  Besigna- 
tion     Prime  Minister,  Apr.  6,  950. 

Parliamentary  Relations  between  Lords 
and  Commons,  Legislative  Proposals 
for  de^ii^  with,  Apr.  28,  1104. 

I      Port  of  London  Bill,  Proposals  as  to,  Mar. 
30,110. 

FHma  Minitter.  Besigiiatioii  of.  Apr.  6, 
9S8. 
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Aifuth,  At  Hon.  H.  S.—c<mt. 

Roilwaya-^IVee   Pluses.  Imposition 


Apr. 


Stamp  Duty  tm,  proposed 
479. 

Revenue  and  ExpenditorB— SnSCBatfou's 
for  Revisii^  Expenditure,  eta.»  May 
4,  1667. 

Roads,  Exehequo:  Contribution  towards 
Upkeep,  proposed.  Apr.  1,  485. 

Sugar  Duty,  Abolitiui  of,  proposed.  Apr* 
27,  1029. 

Taxation 

Collection.  Powers  of  and  Control 
over  Collectors,  Apr.  6,  800. 

Skittu  of  Surveyors'  Clerks,  Apr.  2, 
700. 

Tea — Low-class  China  Tea.  Restrictidn  of 
Importation  of,  proposed.  Mar.  30, 
66. 

Tobaooo  Samples,  Conditions  of  Admitting, 

Apr.  1,  520. 
^nracti<m  Engines.  Tax  on,  proposed,  Apr. 

ti,  1080. 

Trsde  Combinationa,  Bestriotion  of,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  29,  1287. 

Unemployment.  Opportunity  for  Discus- 
sion fA  matter.  Mar.  30, 109, 110. 

Atherley  Jonei,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N.  w.] 

Home  Rule,  proposed — Protests  gainst 
British  Administration,  etc,  Jfor.  30, 
194-198. 

Atherton  Station 

Railway  Accident,  Cause  of. 
Qs.  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Wardle ;  A».  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  Apr.  6, 942. 

Attorney-Qwieral— Sir  w.  S.  SobaoTi. 
Attorney-Oeneral  for  Ireland— Jii.  A 

S.  Cherry. 

Attymass 

Constables,  Allegations  against. 
Q.  Mr.  Sbeehy  ;  ^.  Mr.  BirreU,  Apr.  28, 
1064.  ,     -     ,  . 

Andauhaw  Vrban  IHitriet  Gonnoil  Bill 

I.  3b.*  Mar.  31,  245. 
c  IR.*  Apr.  l,  473. 
2E.*  Apr.  27,  1021. 

Australia 

Compulsory  Military  Training,  New  Scheme 
for. 

Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane. 

Mar.  30,  79. 

Preferential  Tariff  on  British  Gooda. 
Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd-George. 
Apr.  6,  942. 

Anstria-Hongary 

Csemova  and  Slovak  Disturbances,  Report 
on. 


Q>.Ur.W' 
Apr.  2, 


Bad-Baal 


Bftdininith 

Dog-poiBoninff  Casea,  Information  as  to. 

Q.  Ur.  Morton ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar. 
31,  322. 
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BallyolonglL 

Purchase  of  Uatenantad  Lands. 

Q.  Hr.  O'Shaughneesy ;  A.  Mr.  Bimll. 
Apr.  2,  m. 


dalMirM*  Lord  [lAnouhlret  C3u>rley] 
Amy 

Cordite  oont«ining  Steourio  Chloride, 
New  Test  for  and  Amount  Re- 
jeoted.  Mar.  30,  80 ;  Afr.  8, 026, 
0S8. 

Territoriid  Force—Hedal,  Omditioiw 
of  Awarding,  Mar,  30,  88. 

Colonial  Office  DocumMits,  Additional 
Rule  for  Disposal  of,  Apr.  $,  Ml. 

Buke  of  York's  School,  Chelsea  Site,  Dis- 
posal of,  ^pr.  2,  7fiO. 

National  Gallery  ETtn»ion,  proposab  as  to, 
Ai>r.2, 760,  761 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendmeat)  Bill 
— Expenses  Besolutioni  Apr.  1,  629. 

Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr;  2,  724~ 
727. 

Balfour,  Bt  Hon.  A.  J.  [City  of  London] 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  2, 
706. 

Fiscal  Policy — Manufactured  Imports,  Ob< 
jeotions  to  Duties  on.ifar.  31, 425-438. 

Home  Rule,  proposed — Protests  against 
British  Administration,  etc.,  Jfar.  30t 
210-222. 

Irish  UniversitiosBill,  ItUro.,  Mar.  31, 344, 
364r^6a 

Parliament,  Adjournment  (rf,  on  Resigna- 
tion (rf  Prime  Hinister,  Apr.  6,  969. 

Prime  Minister,  Bestgnaiion  of,  Apr.  6, 
969. 

Taxation,  Widening  Basis  of,  Necessity  for. 
Mar.  31,  436-438. 

BaliagliadaUa 

Cattie-drive  on  ^h  inst. 
Q.  Mr.  a  Craig ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar.  30. 
103. 

BaUinbnU 

Cattle-drive,  20th  Inst. 
Q.  Mr.  a  Craig ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar.  30, 
103. 

Ballintnbber 

United  Irish  League  Resolution  against 
Migrants. 
Q.  Captain  Craig;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  1,  604. 

Ballot  Aet  (1872)  Amendmeat  (No.  2) 
Bill 

e.  2b.,  Apr.  3,  879. 
Ballyoastle  Pier 

Decision  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Apr.  2,  690. 
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Ballymore 

Case  of  S.  Bainey. 
Qa.  Mr.  Lonsdale  ;  Aa.  Mr.  T.  W.  Baasell, 
Apr.  29,  1264. 

"Baltic  Ezohange" 

Complaints  by  Crow. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
Oeorge,  Mar.  30,  64. 

Baabnrjf  ffir  F.  t^ty  of  Lmdon] 

Andent  Monuments,  Bxpenditme  on  Mais- 
tenanoe  of.  Apr.  2,  762, 703. 706. 

Blackpool  Post  Office,  Expenditttre  an, 
Apr.  2,  716. 

Civil  Service  Estimates — Printing  of.  Com- 
plaints as  to,  Apr.  2,  794. 

Coroner's  Inquests  Bill,       Apr,  3,  8M- 
868. 

Bxplouves   Act   Amendment  Proposals, 

Apr.  2S,  1054. 

Japan — Consulate  at  Nagasaki,  Re-build- 
ing of,  Apr.  2,  794. 

Law  Courts,  New,  Expenditure  on  and 
sitoatiMi  of,  Apr.  2,  763. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross,  Date  of  apotuag, 
Apr.  2,  762. 

Martini,  Madame,  House  oU  Estimate 
for  enlargement  and  adaptation  of. 

Apr.  2,  703. 

Milk  Supply,  Report  on  Metropolitan  area, 

Apr.  1,  490. 

Patent  OflBoe  Extensiim,  Expenditure  oo, 
Apr.  2,  763. 

Port  Said  Consulate,  Expenditure  on, 
Apr.     794,  796. 

Post  Office. 

Coal.  Estimate  for,  Apr.  2,  729,  730. 

Electricity  Sup^y  Systenk— Coat  ti 
Bladcfriars  Power  Station,  etc., 
Apr.  2,  713,  714. 

Qeneral  Post  Office  New  Building!, 
Expenditure  on,  Apr.  2,  713. 

Prosecution  of  Ofieoces  (Amendment)  Bill 
Com.,  Apr.  1.  541-543,  646,  647. 
661. 

Expenses  Resolution,  Apr.  J,  623- 
628. 

Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr.  2,  713- 
716.  729. 

Shops  Bill,  2b.,  May  2,  1640.  16e2-167& 
1699.  / 

South  Kensington  Post  Office,  New  Buil.tU 
ings,  Expeni4ituz9,  on,  Apr.^  716.  t 


VoL  187.] 


Bankmptey  Aeto 

Gommeioial  TntTellen,  FoiitUm  fif. 
Q,   Uz.  Bes;    A.   Hr.  IJo7d-Gi»orse, 
Apr.  1,  484. 

Proceedings  under — Aoooant  Presented, 
Apr.  28.  1048. 

BaiLkraptey  (Sootlaad)  Bill 
e.  IE*.,  Apr.  2,  707. 

BuMm 

OoHTeiitioa  between  Oreat  Britain  and 
Kanoe  Presented,  Mar.  31,  246,  296. 

Bftrnard,  Xr.  S.  B.  CKiddennioBter] 
Lioeniing  Bill,  2b..  Apr.  28,  1163-1166. 
Time  limit,  basis  of  eslcnlating,  Apr. 
2,  666. 

Queen "  and  *'  Sawyers  Arms," 
Publio  House  (Codicote)  Assess* 
ment  of,  Apr.  8,  891. 

Bamei,  Mr,  0.  N.  [Olasscow,  BUckfriars] 
Home  Rule,  pioposed — Protests  against 
British  Admmistoation»  etc..  Mar.  30 
167-194. 

MaTT— Promotions  since  1906,  Mar.  31t 
302. 

Bam,  Iitaad  of 

Exodus  of  Crofters  to  Vatersay,  set  Vatersay 

Barrie*  Mr.  H,  T.  [liondonderry,  N.] 

D«ries,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  (L«Iand) 
Order— Grant  for  giving  effect  to, 
imposed,  Apr.  28,  1063. 

Home  Rule,  pro^sed — Protests  againt 
British  Administraticm,  eto..  Mar.  JO, 
200-206. 

Limavady  Postal  Facilities,  Ma^  4,  1634. 

Margarine,  Sale  as  butter,  safegoaids 
against,  Mar.  30,  05. 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  BiU,  2b.  ,  Apr.  3,861-856. 
Bath,  Xarqaess  of 

Territorial  Force  Secretaryships,  Position 
of  Army  Offloers  accepting.  Mar.  32, 
29a 

BatUe 

Workhouse — CircnmBtanees  of  oaning  boy. 
Q.   Mr.  Clynes;   A.   Mr.  Bums,  Mar. 
31,  310. 

Beach,  Kr.  H-  H.  [Gloncester,  Tewkesbury] 

Adis  Abeba — Legation  at.  Expenditure  on, 
Apr.  2,  758. 

Agrionltore  Board  Premiaes  Inadequacy 
of,  Apr.  2,  744. 

Army  Camps — Period  for  placing  Troops 
under  Canvas,  May  4,  1645. 

BiKden  Camp  Post  Office,  Expenditure  on, 
Apr.  2,  728. 

China — ^Peitabo,  Erection  of  Bungalows 
at,  Apr.  2,  768. 

IS 


SESSION  1908. 
Mar,  30— Jfoy  4. 

Beaeh.]ir.][.H.-«oii<. 


IBan-Bel 


Goal^^ort  Statistics  for  1907.  JToy  4, 

Egypt  Consulate  Buildings  in,  Apr.  2,  768. 

GoTemmcoit  Departments 

Re-housing  of,  Apr.  2,  744. 

Scotland — Increased  Ezpenditore  In 
Apr.  2,  744. 

Japan — Consulate  at  Nagasaki,  rebuilding 
of,  Apr.  2,  768. 

Licensed  Rnperty  valnatitm  of,  Maa  4, 
1622. 


Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr. 
728. 


Beet 


Foul-brood'  in  Ireland,  Legislative  Pro- 
posals for  deiding  with. 

Q.   Mr.  Laidner;  A.    Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Apr.  1,  484. 


Begley  Estate 

Sale  Proposals 
Q.   Mr.  J.  0>])onnell ;  A. 
Apr.  14,  996. 

Bel&rt 

Health  Commission  Report 

Action  to  be  taken  on. 
Q.   Mr.  Devlhii  A. 
Ma^  4,  1631. 

Date  of  issuing, 

Q.    Mr.  J.  Devlin;  A. 
rell,  Mar,  30,  107. 

Workers, 


Mr.  Binell. 


Ml.  Birrell, 


Mr.  Bir- 


Sum* 


Hem-stitching  Factory 
mons  against, 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlin;  A.  Mr.  Cherry, 
Apr.  6,  909. 

Jennings,  A. — Cause  for  committing  to 
Reformatory. 
Q.    Captain  Craig;  A.    Mr.  Bir< 
rell.  May  4,  1626. 

Labourers'   Cottages  applications,  Delay 
aa  to. 

Q.     Mr.     J.     Devlin;  A.  Mr. 
Birrell.  Apr  2,  fSSi. 

Post  Office 

Acting  Overseer,  System  of  selecting. 
Q.    Mr.   Sloan;  A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  14,  978. 

Lsamers.  Poaition  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  S,  812. 

New  Building,  Proposala  for. 

Mr.  J.  Devlin;  A.    Mr.  Bux- 
ton. Apr.  2,  697. 

Unemployment  Statistics. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlin  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
30,  71. 


Belgium 

Trade  Bepwt  Presented,  Apr., 

Digitized  by 
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Mat.  30— May  4. 

BeUain,  Hr.  0.  (Xynii  Regis] 

Aoetone,  Import  Statistics,  Mm/  4,  1634. 
Amy 

Haps,  Ezpemditnre  oa,  Apr.  28,  1051. 
OflBcers'   Education  —  ImproTement 
■inoe  1904^  ^pr.  28,  1052. 

Corbie 


Anunmt  destroyed,  etc.  Apr.  3,  816, 
817> 

^         Ejnooh  Cue. 

Amount  refused  by  Messrs, 
Kynooh,  -4pr.  28,  1079. 

Hardships  entailed  on  Work- 
people, Apr.  30,  1388. 

Bayleigh     Committee  Beaolution, 
Terms  of,  Mag  4,  1663. 

Be-issne  in  the  Army,  Regulations  as 
to,  Apr.  28,  1080. 

Re-issne  of,  in  the  Navy,  May  4.  1641, 

Reserve  of — Disposal  of  Exploaives 
containing  Hweurio  dhlcvide, 
eto..  Apr.  2S,  1076,  1077, 
Silver  Test,  Mar.  30,  81  j  Apr. 
28,  1077,  1078;  Mm  4, 
1641, 

Stores  on  boenl  Ships  and  ashore, 
Apr.  30,  1383. 

Egypt— Admiralty  Dredgers,  Period  of 
Xoidiiig,  Apr.  30,  1382. 

VorUi  to  Clyde  Canal,  Strategical  Value, 
etc.,  Apr.  28, 1090, 

Indian  Military  Operations  undertaken 

(1890-1908),  JToyi,  1533. 
Navy 

Bulwark,"  M*Timiiiq  Draught  of, 
Apr.  28,  1068. 

"  Dreadnought.**  Arming  of,  Apr.  14. 
,  978. 

'  Dredging  of  certain  Harbours.  Ex- 

pei^ture  on,  Apr.  28,  1053. 

**  Oladiator,"  Complement  of.  Aw.  29, 
1234.  1236. 

Organisation  and  Training— Inquiry 
into  Efftot  of  New  Scheme,  Apr. 
28,  1076. 

i^iBoners,  Accommodation  for,  at 
Hong-Kong,  etc.,  Apr.  28, 1070. 

Orders  in  Council— Rule  as  to  Pablication. 
Apr.  29, 1286. 

Pacific  Cable,  Loss  on.  May  4, 1610. 
Belloe,  Mr.  H.  V.  P.  E.  [Salford,  s.] 

Licensing  Bill,  2a.,  May  4,  1748-1750. 
Natal— Imprisonment  Laws,  May  4,  1649. 
R«88i^-Case  of  Mr.  Luxemburg,  Apr.  28, 

Helper,  Lord 

Movable  Dwellings  Bill,  2e.,  ipr.'l,  468. 
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Benn,  Kr.  W.  W.  [Tot^.  Baa^  Si 
George] 

Poor   Law  Children— Regulations  as  to 
Religious  Upbringiug,  Apr.  14,  993. 

Bennett,  2[r.  B.  H.  EOxfordabireb  Woodrtoek] 

Stow  OnardianB,  Snrebarge  'd»,'  JTogr  4, 
1KI6. 

Territorial  PMoe— Coloiirs,  Dediioti  as  to 
aranting,.^|ifv      13801  -  ■  • 

Bethell,  Kr.  T.  E.  [Essex.  Maldoo] 

Etiendly  SooietieB,  Iwtome-Tax  Liability, 
Apr.  27, 1029. 

Birmingham,  Bishop  of 

Elementary    Education    (England  and 
Wales)  Bill,  2a.,  Mar.  30,  47. 

Birrell,  Bt  Hon.  iL—Chi^  Seeretarv  for 
/t^nd  [Bristol,  N,] 

Annalee— Case  of  W.  Walker,  Apr.  6,  910 

Attymeee  Ccmstables,  Allegations  against, 
Apr.  28, 1065. 

Ballaghadalla — Cattle-drive  en  SSOth  inat 
Mar.  80i  103. 

Ballinbull— Cattle-drire,  20th  inst,  ifw. 
30,  103. 

Ballintnbber — United  Irish  League  Reso- 
lution against  MigrMts,  Apr.  1,  504. 

Ballychmgh — Porehase    of  Untenanted 
Lands,  Apr.  2,  669. 

Begley  Estate,  Sale  Propoeals;  ^J|ir.  U, 
097* 

BeUast 

Heoltii  Commis^ba  Report 

Aotim  to  be  ithen  on,  Jfoy  4, 

1682. 

Date  of  issoing.  Mar.  30, 108. 
Jennings,  A.,  Case  of,  Mag  4,  1026. 
Unemployment  Statistics,  Mar.  30, 71. 
Union,  Labourer^  Oottofas  AvpUoo. 
tions,  Delay  as  to,  Apr.  2,  MS. 
Blake  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Bermingbom,  Mar,  30,  101 
Sale  Proposals.  Apr.  2,  669. 

Boxwell  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  Hurpby, 
Mar.  30, 100. 

Boyle — Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme,  lar 
quiry  into,  Apr.  6,  917. 

Burrows  Estate — Fariell'a  Farm,  disposal 

of,  Mar.  30,  69. 

Corden  Estate,  Disposal  of,  Apr.  28, 1064. 

Carmichael  O'Enrall  Estate,  Sale  pro- 
posals, Apr.  L  48a 

Cashel— Case  of  Mr.  B.  Boyle,  Mag  4, 1631. 

ClogbeMi— Laboorers'  Cottages  l^tss.  M». 
30,  M. 

Clonenrry  Estote,  Sale  proposals,  Apr.  2, 
693. 

-  Date  of  issue  of  Report*  Afr. 


Congestion- 
6,  913. 
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Biirell,  Bt  Hon.  A.—etmi. 

Constabulary   Commandant   at  Phomix 
'  P&Tk,  Regulation  as  to  Beligion  of, 
Apr.  6,  914. 

Croker  EsUte— Case  of  H.  Power..  Apr.  t, 
603. 

CrookoicUa  and  Coaey  Eatate-^heriff's 
■  ■   Visit  to  Teoaiits,  Canae  erf.  Mar.  30, 
108,- 

Crown  Jewels,  Iiosa  of 

All^ations  as  to  Identity  of  Thief, 
Apr.  1,  609,  610. 

Date  of  Theft,  Apr.  1,  609. 

X)atries,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkahops  Order — 
Grant  for  giving  effect  to,  proposed, 
Apr.  28,  1063. 

Dartrey  Estate — Case  of  J.  MoKenna, 
Apr.  1,  506. 

De  Uontalt  Estate— Dntenaated  Land. 
Disposal  (rf,  Apr.  0,  916. 

Dilkm  Estatv— Gardeostown  Farm,  Dis- 
posal of,  Apr.  28,  1066. 

DocHweola^  Estate,  Bbmorial  as  to  Pur- 
*   -  ohasB  of,  Mar.  30,  62. 

DyBart— Aasanlt  on  Mr.  C  6.  Uahcm, 
Jfiiy  4.  1630. 

Education 

King's   Scholars   Trained  (1900-6), 
,•"        -     Mar.  30,  106. 

Rule  127b,  AocommodatioQ  required 
by,  Apr.  2,  668. 

<  Tuberculosis  among  Children,  Preva- 

lence of,  Apr.  J,  480. 

Union  Jack,  Display  of,  on  School 
-    ■  Buildings.  Mar.  30,  101. 

Ely  Estate— Case  of  J.  Keating,  May  4, 
l«3a 

Ennis — Case  of  M.  Burke,  Apr.  1,  604. 

Erasmus  Smith's  Schools  Estate,  Sale 
propos&ls,  Apr.  2,  694. 

Evictions — Case  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Barry, 
Apr.  28,  1066. 

Fetherstonhaugb  Estate —  Untenanted 
Land,  Disposal  of,  Apr.  28,  1063. 

Htzwilliam  Estate — Case  of  M.  Brien, 
Mar.  30.  67. 

Garryfine — Cases  of  B.  and  J.  Dunwork, 
Apr.  2,  668. 

Harkness  Estate — Case  of  B.  and  J. 
Dunwork,  Apr.  1,  SOS. 

HUl  (Del  Be)  Estate,  Sale  proposals, 
Apr.  2,  656. 

Hillstreet  Disturbance — ^Triat  of  Accused 
Persons,  Apr.  8,  917. 

Home  Rule,  proposed — Protests  against 
British  Administration,  etc..  Mar.  30, 
153-163. 

,      Hospitals,  Allocation  of  Grants  to,  Apr.  6, 

on. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  Schools,  Cost 
of.  Mar.  30,  106. 
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SESSION  1908. 
Mar.  30— ifay  i. 

Birrell,  Bt  Hon.  A.— 


Irish  Universities  Bill,  Intro.,   Mar.  31, 
331-3S4,  374. 

Abandonment  oi,  propoBed,  Jfay  4, 

1638. 

Senate  of  proposed  UnlTenHlfea,  Jfay 

4,  1620,  1627. 
Keane  Estate,  Sale  proposala.  Aft.  J, 

507. 

Kenmare  Land  Commission  Sittf|igi,IM« 
fixed  for,  Apr.  3,  814. 

Kerry — Evicted  Tenants,  Progress  made 
wi'h  reinsUtements,  Apr.  28, 1067. 

Keys  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Apr.  3, 816. 

Kil^ttlban— Case  of  Mrs.  Soaoban,  Apr,  2, 
6S0. 

KUmtine  Otarin»  Lands,  Disposal  of,  Apr. 
i*.  006.  . 

Kingstown  Harbour— Hail'  Steamboats, 
Dispute  as  to  use  of  Piers,  Apr.  1, 
632;  Apr.  2,  701-703,  791^793. 

King-Harman  Estate,  Cases  of  J.  Farrell 
and  J;.  Heslan,  Apr.  1,  470. 

Ki.iihan  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Apr,  1, 
606. 

Knox  Estate,  Island  Farm,  Disposal  <tf» 
Apr.  14,  996. 

Labourers  Cottages,  Applioatinu  for,  MoiH 
4,  1632. 

Latgy  Sohool  Teaoher,  Lieenaed  PTemisaa 
owned  by,  .^pr.  S,  814 ;  Apr.  14, 900. 

Leader  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  Aliee  Nagle, 
Apr.  28, 1067. 

Leahy  Estate,  Ktuation  as  to  AghatnlnicI 
Portion.  Apr.  1, 508 ;  Apr:  3, 816. 

Leitrim  Roads,  Condition  of,  Apr.  28, 1064. 
Lisnageeragh  Sale  Proposals,  Mai.  31, 301. 

Local  Government  Board  Aoditors,  Work 

and  Payment  of,  Apr.  14, 1000.  ■ 
Longford 

Applications  for  Sales  of  Estates,  Mar. 

30,  106. 

Extra  Police,  Emidt^ment  of.  Mar. 

31,  301. 

Labourers   Act  Inquiry — Cause  for 
deUy,  Mar.  31,  302. 

Lougbglynn — Allegations  against  Stephen 
FUnagan.  Apr.  6,  916. 

Lunatics,  Maintenance  of.  Mar.  30,  107. 

Lurgan — Distress,  Proposals  for  Relief  of. 

Mar.  30,11. 

HcOloughry  Estate — Case  of  F.  CSiamhers, 
Apr.  28.  1065. 

Macdonnelt.  Sir  A.,  Resignation  of,  Jfojr  4, 
1628. 

Maconchy  Estate,  Vesting  Orders,  Issue  of. 
Mar.  30,  106. 

Milk  Suppl},  Adoption  of  Local  Regula- 
tions, Apr.  1,  606. 

■  Digitized  by  VjjOI 


Biirell*  Bt  Hon.  A.—tont. 

Honag^n   Evicted   Holdings   and  Be- 

inf  tatemeot  Propouls,  Apr.  2,  481. 
Montray  Estate — Case  of  Ht.  A.  MoCurroa, 

Apr.  J.  481. 
Hnllingar  Labourers'  CoitagM  at  Bath- 

nare,  Apr.  14,  997. 
Oranmore  Estate 

Cases  of  W.  Carey  and  M.  Walsh,  Apr. 
6,  912.  913. 

Sale  of,  ^pr.  6,  915. 
Pakenham    Estate    Untenanted  Lands, 

Sisposal  of,  Apr.  28,  1063. 
Pbibbs  Estate— Case  of  M.  Cryan,  Apr.  2S, 

1066. 

Poor  Law,  Expenditure  on  Belief  (190S-8), 

Mar.  30,  70. 
Po»  Law  (Inland)  Bill.  2b.,  Apr.  3,  880- 

840, 8Sl. 

Pwtadown  Distress,  Propoaals  for  Belief 

of,  Jfor.  30,71. 
Possextown— Case  of  Miss  M.  Clarke,  Apr. 

i,  482. 

Bathmines  ami  Bathgar,  Voni^en  witiiheld 

from  Ratepayers,  Apr,  14,  996. 
Boads,  Imperial  Grant  for  Maintenance 

o^  Apr.  3,  811. 
Beads  and  Olen  Boat  Slips,  Ctmdition  of 

Apr.  3,  81S. 
Bobe  Biver,  Drainage  Propoaals,  Apr.  14, 

095. 

Roberts  Estate — Case  of  Mrs.  C.  Gleasare, 

Mar.  30,  68. 
Sherlock  Estate — Case   of    P.  Kidney, 

May  4, 1626. 
Sligo   Board   of  OnardianB — Speeoh  of 

Mr.  J.  Gihnarthi,  M^  4, 1629. 

Sndth  EsUte  (CuTan),  Purchase  of,  Mar. 
30, 102. 

Stylepark,  Purebase  and  Disposal  of, 
Apr.  2,  SS8. 

Stemes  Charities  Estate,  Sale  Proposals, 
Apr.  1,  606,  607. 

Snmmerhill  Police,  Information  as  to» 
Apr.  i,  692. 

Templemore  Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstate- 
ment of.  May  4, 1630. 

Talsk — Speeoh  by  Mr.  J.  Keaveney, 
May  4,  1631. 

Vantry  Estate.  Sale  Proposals,  Apr.  2, 

694. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Acts,  Amendment 
Propomla,  ft'otesta  against.  Mar.  30, 
102. 

Walker  Estate— Case  of  J.  Brett,  Mar.  30, 
100. 

Westmeath— Case  of  Mis.  M.  Wilson, 
Apr.  6,  916. 

Whalley  Estate — Case  of  R.  Patterson, 
Apr.  S.  667. 

White  Estate 

Case  of  J.  MoKieman.  Mar.  30,  67. 
Brioted  Tenants,  Beinstatement  oi. 
Mar.  30, 101. 
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Mar.  50— May  4. 
Birtlii 


[ToL187. 


Scotland — Annual  Report  Presented.  Mar. 

30,2. 


BlaokSeab 

Measares  for  Cheeking: 
Q.   Mr.    Ffreneh;    A.  Mr. 
Buasell.  Jfor.  31,  324. 


T.  W. 


Blaekpool 

Post  Office,  Expenditure  on. 
Ot,    Sir   F.   Banbury.  Apr.  2, 
Mr.  Ashley,  718,  723;  Mr. 
eonrt,  722,  723 


716: 
Bar- 


Blake  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Bermingham. 
Q.   Mr.   a   Craig  I    A.  Bfr.  Bfanll, 
if  or  30, 102 
Sale  Propoeals. 

Q    Mr.  J.  O'DomieU ;  A.    Mr.  BfneU. 
Apr.  2,  659. 

Blaydon  and  Bytoa  Water  (Traute) 
BUI 

e.  Go».*  Apr.  14,  967. 
3bl*  Apr.  28,  1041. 

Bonor  Oai  liriit  and  Goke  Oompaay 
"  BiU 

I  lt^*Apr.8,m. 
Bdaad,  Xr.  J.  P.  [Keny,  S.] 

Industries,  Protection  of — Tmaah  Fins 
fined  for  Sale  of  Lsce,  etc.,  Apr,  1, 
497,  498,  614,  616;  Apr.  2,  671. 

Kenmare  Land  Commiiwion  Sittings,  Date 
fixed  for,  Apr.  3, 814. 

Leahy  Estate,  Sittiatim  aa  to  A^iatnfarid 
Portion.  Apr,  J,  607,  608;  Apr,  3, 
816. 

Morrogh  Bernard  Estate,  Sale  Proposals 
Case  of  .r.  Golden.  Apr.  28, 1100. 

Boads  and  Glen  Boat  Slips,  Coiiditlan 
of,  Apr.  3, 816. 

Southampton,  Catholic  Attendance  at 
Secondary  Sohool,  Mar.  31,  320.  321 
Apr.  6,  946. 

Bond  Estate 

Evicted  Tenants,  Cases  ot 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell;  A.   Mr.  Gheny,  Jfor. 

31,  326. 

Borden  Camp 

Post  Office,  Expenditure  on. 
Qs.    Mr.  U.  Beach,  Apr.  2,  728;  Mr. 
Harconrt,  728. 


Bonlaliy 

Postal  Facilities, 
Q.   Mr.  Farrell ;  A. 

2,  641.  uiL|i.i^_c-d  by 
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SESSION  1908. 
Mar.  30 — May  4. 


[Bot— Bra 


Bottomley,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Hackney.  S.] 

Aerated  Drinka — ^Mortality  among  Persons 
employed  in  Manufacturing,  ^pr.  29, 
1247,  1248. 
Budget — Additional  Taxation,  Suggwtions 
for,  -4pr.  30,  1397. 

Education — Coins  imitated  in  Silvered 
Cardboard,  Insoriptitm  on,  Aff,  29, 
1251. 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  30,  I484-14M. 

Workmen  displaced  by.  Number  ofr 
Fropoeals  for  CompeDsatifHi,  Mat' 

31,  315. 

Lottery  Acts — Application  to  Advertise- 

menta  of  Premium  Bonds,  Apr.  29, 

1249,  1250. 
Lunacy  arisuig  from  Bdigious  Ezoita- 

ment,  Apr.  29,  1242. 
Parliamentary    Electioiu,    Arrests  for 

Drunkenneas  during,  Apr.  29,  1242. 

Postal  TransmissiMi  of  Lottery  Cironlars, 
Apr.  29,  1260,  1251. 

Public  Trustee,  Receipts  and  Expenditure, 

Apr.  29,  1258,  12S9. 
Sleeping-out,  Police  Instructions  for  dealing 

with  Offenders,  Apr.  30,  1398,  1399. 

Territorial  Force — Trophy  Tax,  Applica- 
tion of,  imder  New  Scheme,  Apr.  30, 
1387. 

*  Wolverhampton  Teachers*  Examination — 
Cause  of  Failure  of  Candidates,  Apr.  30, 
1409. 

Boweman,  Mr.  C.  W.  [Deptford] 
Navy 

Mechanician — Qualifications  required 
for  Rating.  Apr.  28,  1073. 

Pentdoners,    System    of  employing, 
Apr.  28,  1074. 

Submarine  Service,  Length  of,  Apr.  28, 
1073. 

Scottish  Horse,  Recruiting  for,  Apr,  6, 
919. 

Bowles,  Mr.  G.  S.  [Lambeth.  N.] 

Cordite  —  Amount   containing  Mercuric 
Chloride  on  board  Ship  and  Ashore, 
Apr.  30,  1383. 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings,  Ex- 
penditure on.  Apr.  2,  762.  763. 

Education — Local  Committee  Members  act- 
ing as  Magistrates.  Apr.  6,  948.  949. 

Imported  Articles — ^Method  of  striking 
Average  Price,  Apr.  6,  939. 

Turkey — Customs  increase.  Allocation  of 
Revenue  from,  Apr.  30,  1394. 

Wheat,  Price — Method  of  striking  Average, 
Apr.  6.  038,  039. 

Boxwell  Estate 

Murphy. 

A.   Mr.  Birrell, 
VOL.  CLXXXVU.   [FoUBiH  Sibiib.] 


Boyle 

Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme,  Inquiry  into. 
Q.    &Ir.    James    O'KeUy ;  Mr. 
Birrell.  Apr.  0,  916. 

Bramsdon,  Mr.  T.  A.  [Portsmouth] 

Anasthetics,  Deaths  from,  in  1907,  Mar. 

30,  67. 

Children  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  1,  582. 
Portsmouth  Boatmen,  Vmy  of,  Apr,  1, 477. 

Brazil 

Mining  Industry  in  the  State  of  Minas 
Oeraea — Bepaxt  Presented,  Apr.  14, 
962. 

Bridgeman,  Mr.  W.  G.  [Shropshire,  Osm^] 
Army — Oxford-  Depot,  Sttne  of  CSothing 
kept  at.  Mar.  31,  803. 

Elemmitary  Education  (Englantl  and  Wales) 
Bill— Second  Reading,  Date  of  taking, 
Jfof.  31,  330. 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  Ma^  4,  1751-I7S5. 
Shotton  School,  'Decision  as  to,  Mar,  31, 
319,  320. 

l^ansvaal — White  Labour  in  Mines,  Effect 
of  withdrawal  of  Chioeae,  Jfor.  31, 

309. 

Bright.  Mr.  J.  A.  [OUham] 

Children  Bin,  2r..  Apr.  1,  586. 

Bristol  Post  Office 

Efficiency  Tests  for  Telegraphists. 

Q.  Mr.  Seddon;   A.  Mr.  Buxtw,  Apr. 

14,  978. 

Expenditure  on. 

Ot.  Mr.  Haroourt,  Apr.  2,  721 ;  Mr.  H. 
Davies,  723. 


Case  of  Mrs.  Murphy. 
Q.   Mr.   Ffrenoh ; 
Mar.  30,  TOO. 


Visitors, 
30, 


British  MuBenm 

Administration,  Admission  of 
etc.,  Account  Presented, 
1377. 

Britoa  Terry  Vrbaa  Biatrict  Oooneil 
BiU 

c  2B.*.^pr.  27. 102L 

Bromley 

Case  of  G.  Gooch. 

Q.  Sir  W.  BuU ;   A.  Mr.  McKenna,  Apr. 
6,  945. 

Bromley  and  Grays  Oas  Bill 

c.  Com.  Mar.  30,  54. 
3b.*  Apr.  2,  638. 
I.  IB.*  Apr.  2.  683. 

Bmekless 

Railway  Station,  Condition  of. 

Q.  Mr.  MaoNeill ;   A.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr. 
2,  697. 

Brunner,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  JT.  T.  [Cheshire, 
Northwich] 

Perro-Conorete — Loans  for  erecting,  Gmi- 
ditions  of  graa^>ifg,^B^.(g4aOeiQle 
17  3  X  ^ 


Bry— Bur] 


INDEX. 

Mar.  30— May  4. 


[Vol.  187. 


Bl70e,  Mr.  J.  A.  [InTomeu  Burghs] 

Edaoatioa,Sootti8h— ^BgialatinPropoMls, 
Apr.  14, 1014. 

Budget 

AdditioDAl  Taxation,  Suggestions  for. 
Q.  Ib.Bottomley;^.  Mr.  Uoyd-George, 

Apr.  SO,  1397. 
Sftte  of  introdnoing. 
Q.  Hr.  A.  Chamberlain  { ^.  Ur.ABqnith, 

Mar.  31.  330. 
Q.  Mr.    Homiman;  A.  Hr.  Aaquith, 

Apr.  3,  6fi6. 
Q.  Mr.  HcCrae ;   A.  Vr.  Aiqiuth.  Apr. 

29.  1287. 

Bnohanan,  £t.  Hon.  T.  R.~Under-Seeretary 
for  India  [Perthehire,  £.] 

Afghanistan — ^Anglo  Bassiui  Agreement, 
Consent  of  Amir  to,  Apr.  28,  10^. 
1088. 

Army  Expenditure,  Reasons  against  Re- 
duction in,  Apr.  28,  1086. 

Bengal — Financial  Efteot  of  Partition, 
Apr.  28,  1081. 1082. 

Budget,  Date  of  taking,        4,  1626. 

Calontta — Sentence  on  Boy  for  throwing 
Stone,  Apr.  28, 1084, 1085. 

Foreat  Senrioe— Case  of  Hr.  &  W.  Allan, 

Ma»4,mi. 
Military  Oper^ions  nndertaloen  (180B- 

leOB)  Jfay  /.  16S4. 
Prison  Ifodioal  Oflbiers,  pay  of,  Mt^  4, 

ie2s. 

Telegraph  Strike— Present  Position,  Apr- 
28,  1086. 

TioaeTelly  aud  Tutioorin  Riots,  Informa- 
tion as  to,  Apr.  28,  1080.  1081. 

Whipping  Act,  Amendment  Proposals, 
Apr.  28.  1083.  1084. 

Bull,  Sir  W.  J.  [Hammersmith] 

Bromley— Case  of  O.  Goooh,  Apr.  6,  04S. 
Civil  Service 

L  Estimates,  Sfemwandnm.  Oinmlation 

of.  Apr.  6,  040. 
Territorial  Camp  Training  Facilities 
for  Civil  Servants,  Apr.  6,  026. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  Protests 
against,  Apr.  6,  036. 

^      Income-Tax — ^Married  Couples,  Additional 
Belief  for,  Apr.  6,  896. 

Law  Courts,  New — Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of,  Apr.  2,  735. 

Russia — Arrest  of  BIr.  Loxenburg,  Apr.  6, 
035. 

Territorial  F<woe — ^Description  Registers, 
Keeping  of,  Apr,  6, 010. 

BlUd«tKl0ntt8.  Kr.  W.  L.  A.  B.  [West- 
minster] 

Licensing  Bill,  Proposals  as  to.  Apr.  14, 

1002. 
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Burke,  Hr.  E.  H.  [King'i  Connty,  Tulla- 
more] 

Calcutta — Sentence  on  Boy  for  throwing 

Stone,  Apr.  28. 1064. 
Qlenaheiry  Explosion 

Anonymoos  Letters,  Apr.  1,  507,  608, 

Girounutances  of — Public  Enquiry 
npon  Oath,  Apr.  1,  SOOSKt. 

TxmUm,  District  Inspeotv— Reportol, 
Apr.  1,  SBASM. 

Bnnu,  Bt  Hon.  J.—PreMaU  of  Oe  Load 
OcvemmeiU  Board  [Battoraea] 
Aerated  Drinks 

IbM^lity  among  Persona  emf^oyed 
in  manufacturing,  Apr.  29,  1247, 
1248. 

Women  employed  in  manfaoturing, 
16.  1248. 


Antiirax,  Compulsory  KotiSeaticm  of.  pro- 
posed. Mar.  30,  02:  Apr.  1.  499l 

Battle  Workhouse — Ciionmstanoea  of  Chn- 
ing  Boy.  Mar.  31,  SIO. 

Cattle  Slaughter,  Compensation  for,  Apr.  2, 

.  677. 

Danish  Bacon,  Diseased — ReBtriotiaas  on 
Export  of.  Mar.  30,  91. 

Ferro-Concrete— Loans  for  Erecting,  Condi; 
tions  of  Granting,  Apr.  28,  1070. 

Pood  Keservatives  Standard — Fixing  of, 
I«'oposed,  Apr.  27,  1032. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease — Danger  of  Ex- 
port of  Dairy  Brodnoe  from  Holland, 
Afr.  29,  1246. 

Haokney  Unemployed — Application  for 
Grant,  Apr.  29.  1233. 

Herefordshire — Exchequer  Grant  to  County 
Council,  ^pr.  28,  1071. 

Hollsjid,  Prevalence   of  Foot-and-Houth 
'  Disease  in,  Apr.  2,  685. 

Kidneys,  Imports  from  America,  Boric  Aotd 
found  in.  Apr.  2,  66S. 

Liquor  TrafBo 

Licensed  nvmises.  Kataable  Value, 

Mag  4.  1660. 

Mortality  Statistics.  Apr.  6, 803 ;  Apr. 
27,  1032. 

Marylebone — Property  oltimed  by  Lord 
Portman,  Apr.  30,  140S. 

Meat,  Import  Regulations.  Apr.  14,  004. 

Midwives  Act,  1002— Payment  of  Doctor's 
Fee,  Man,  ^ 

Milk  Snpidy 

Import  Statistics  and  Inspection  Sys. 
tern,  Apr.  29,  1247. 

Legislative  Proposals,  Apr.  29,  1234. 


Report  <m  Metro; 

400.  'uyi.\/.Q6' 
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Barni,  Rt.  Hon.  S.—eont. 

UotorB 

Aocidenta  to  Foot  PssBengera,  eto.~ 
Penalty  on  Motorists  for  running 
away,  Apr.  SO.  1404. 

ExoOBsiTe  Speed  on  Public  Beads, 
BesCriotion  of,  Apr.  2,  677,  678. 

Hill-climbing  Contests  on  Pnblie  Hi^- 
ways,  Apr.  2,  652. 

Speed  Limit — Applioation  from  Looal 
Authorities,  Mar.  30,  92,  93. 

Notification  o<  Births  Act,  Adoption  of 
Mar.  30,  92. 

Poor  Law 

Chaplains — Nonconformists  and  Catho- 
lies  employed,  Apr.  2,  678. 

Children — Begulations  as  to  Religions 
upbringing,  Apr.  14,  093. 

Public  Health  (Regulation  of  Foods)  Act 
1907— Regulations,  Date  of  Publish- 
ing, Apr.  14,  994. 

Small  Holdings,  Charj^s  for  Sinking  Fund 
and  Interest — Power  of  Local  Author- 
ity to  exclude  from  Rent,  Apr.  3,  813, 

Stow  Guardians,  Surohuge  on.  Majf  4, 
1636. 

^Psnement  Houses,  Sanitary  Arrangements 
— Powers  of  Local  Authorities,  Apr. 
28,  1069. 

Unemployed  Act — Grants  to  Distress  Com. 
mittees — Views  of  Association  of  Muni, 
oipal  Corporatitma,  Mar.  31,  318.  319, 

Vaccination— Case  of  F.  D.  Eastman,  Mar. 

30,  63. 

Bnnowi  Estate 

FarreU's  Farm,  Disposal  of. 
Q.   Mi.  Delany ;  A.   Mr.  Birrell,  Mw. 
30,  9». 

Buy  and  Sutriet  Joint  Water  Board 
BiU 

e.  3b.*  Mar.  30,  54. 
I,  lB.«  Mar  31,  245. 

BnihniUi 

Post  Office— Case  of  Mr,  MoFall. 
Qt.    Capt.   Craig ;    A*.    Mr.  Buxton. 
Apr.  2,005 1  Apr.  30,  1413. 

Bndneu  of  the  Home 

Course  of. 

0».  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  2,  705;  Mr.  G.  Whiteley. 
Apr.  14,  1000,  1001,  1002  ;  Mr.  W. 
Long,  1001  ;  Earl  Winterton,  1003, 
1004  ;  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Mr.  Aaquith, 
Apr.  30,  1416. 

Notices  of  Motion,  Ballot  for. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  14,  1001 ;  Mr. 
Speaker,  1002. 

Wednesdays  on  which  there  are  no  Notices 
of  Motion,  Proposals  as  to. 

Mr.  J.  Collings ;  Aa.  Mr. 
Aaquith,  Apr.  1,  518. 
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SESSION  1908.  [Bur— Box 
Mar.  30— ilfay  4. 

Bnteher,  Kr.  S.  H.  [Cambridge  Univwaity] 


Home  Rule,  proposed — Protests  against 
British  Atmiinistration,  etc..  Mar.  30, 
163-170. 

Irish  Universities  BiU,  Intro..  Mar.  31, 
379-387. 

Land  Purchase  Finance — Evidence  taken 
by  Committee.  Tabling  of,  ^  fir.  S8, 
1054. 

Boston.  Bt  Hon.  S.  C.—Poatmatler.Oateral 
{Tower  Hamlets.  Poplar] 

Aieher  Street  Premises,  Bebuilding  <rf, 

Apr.  27,  1028. 
Belfast 

Acting  Overseer,  System  o£  Selecting, 

Apr.  14,  979. 

Learners,  Position  of,  Apr.  3, 812. 

New  buildings.  Proposals  for,  Apr.  2, 
697. 

Bonlahy  Postal  Facilities,  Apr.  2,  641. 

Bristol — Efficiency  Tests  for  Telegraphists, 
Apr.  14,  978. 

Bushmills — Case  of  Mr.  McFall,  Apr.  2, 
665;  Apr.  30,  1413. 

Cardiff — Sorting  Duties  of  Postmui,  Apr. 
2,  682. 

C^vil  Servants'  Socialist  Society — Public 
Demonstration  at  Lambeth  Baths, 
Apr.  1,  600. 

CUtssification.  Method  of  detomining, 
Apr.  28,  1099. 

ConfldeoHal  Report  System.  Apr.  2, 682. 

Cork 

American  Mails,   Arrangements  for 
dealing  with,  Jfar.  30,  57. 

Chief  Clerk,  Duties  of,  Apr.  14,  98a 

Post  Office.  Overtime  in,  Mor.  30, 

67. 

Subsistence  allowance,  RegnlatifMU 

aa  to,  Apr.  14,  981. 

Tel^raph  Staff — Incieaee  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  981. 

Tel^iraphio  Dela^,  Apr.  14,  977. 

Cost  of  living  In  various  Towns,  Basis  cll 
Estimating,  Apr.  28, 1099. 

CovMitry  Medical  Offiow.  Age  of,  Apr.  2, 
641. 

CnzragunneeD  Postal  Facilities,  Mar.  30, 63. 

Damage  or  Injury  to  Persons  timragh 
Acts  of  Postal  Officials.  Apr.  30, 1400. 

Departmental  Inquiry  into  Classes  not 
heard  before  Hobhouse  Committee. 
Result  of,  Apr.  28,  1097. 

Dublin — Case  of  J.  Keenan,  Mar.  30,  68. 
Dudley^Wages  of  Empk^ees,  Apr.  2, 642. 

Dundee— Wages  of  Employeas,  Apr.  2, 
643. 

Ex-Soldiers — Examinations     for  S<ator 

ships,  etc,  Apr.  ^,^l(i^OOQ[Q 
3X2  [c& 


Bttx— Oamj 


Buxton,  £t  Hon.  S.  C—<iont. 

Oeneral  Poet  Office,  Enstem  Central  Sec- 
tion— Secret  Report  against  Official, 
Apr.\28.  1068. 

Granard,  Ear]  of — DuUes  and  FowerB, 
Apr.  2,  680,  681. 

Lnih  Service,  Expenditure  m,  Jfw.  30 1 109. 

Irrine  Post  Office,  Decision  wio.  Aw.  3, 
812. 

Kingstown— Mail  Steamboats,  Dispute  as, 
to  Use  of  Piers,  Apr.  2, 631,  632  ;  Apr. 
2,  701,  702. 

LimaTady  Postal  facilities,  3fay  4,  1635. 

Long,  D.  J.,  Case  of,  Apr.  6,  944. 

Lottery  Acts 

Application  to  Adrertisements  of 
Premium  Bonds.  Apr.  29,  1249. 
1250. 

Circulars,  Transmission  of,  Apr.  29, 
1261. 

Lnrgan  Postal  Officials,  Pay  of,  Apr,  1, 478. 

Mail  Service 

American  Mails — Effect  of  using  Fish- 
guard  Route,  Apr.  1,  482. 

Canadian  Contract,  May  1,  1633 ; 
May  4,  1660,  1665. 

Manchester — OvertimeWorkedbylfechanic, 
Apr.  14.  982. 

Medical  Officers,  Salaries  and  Leave  of, 
Apr.  14,  979,  980> 

Nenagb,  Post  Office  Accommodation,  Apr. 
1.  480. 

Omagh — Employment  of  Telegraph  Mea- 
aengers  in  d^vering  Religious  Tracts 
Mar.  SI,  33a 

Political  Societies,  Regulations  as  to,  Apr. 
29,  1248,  1249. 

Portismoutii  Postraro,  Pay  of,  Apr.  1,  477. 

FroTincial  Offices,  Scale  of  Pay  in,  Apr.  6, 
891. 


INDEX;      -  [VoL  187. 

Mar.  30 — May  4. 

Bozton,  Bt.  Hon.  S.  C.— cohI. 

Sweating  in  Post  Office,  Alkgatuw  m  to. 


Rhymney  Valley  Postmen,  Pay  of,  Apr.  30, 
1408. 

Savings  Bank 

Withdrawals    on    Demand,  Frauds 
Arieing  from,  Apr.  30,  1406. 

Women  Clerks'  Salaries  under  New 
Scheme,  Apr.  1,  GOO. 

Beaton  Delaval — Duties  of  Annie  Jamea, 
Apr.  1,  478. 

Secretary's  Office,  Overwork  in,  Apr.  2, 
680. 

I   Shetland  Mail  Service,  Memorial  as  to, 
Apr,  30,  1406. 

Shrewsbury  Post  Office,  Classification  of, 
Apr.  28,  1098. 

Sorter  in  East  Central  District,  Case  of. 
Mar.  30,  59. 

Stoke-on-Trent   Post   Office.   System  of 
Classifying,  Apr.  28,  1098. 

Surveyors'  Districts,  Number  of.  Aw,  3, 
811. 
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Apr.  24, 

Swindon  Police  Court— Csse  of  J.  Dizm, 
Apr.  6,  943. 

Telegraph  Service 

Codes — Proposals  as  to  Clause  8,  Apr. 
30,  1407. 

Learners,  Qualifications  Required  of, 
Apr.  1.  483. 

Messengers,  Adult  Night,  Pay  of. 
May  4,  1621. 

Press  Telegrams,  Loss  Invidved  by 
Cheap  Rates  for.  Mar.  30,  93: 
Apr.  27,  1029. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Services  Accounts 

— Work  of  Committee,  Apr.  2,  679. 
Telephone  Service 

Choice  of  Instruments — ^French  System, 
Apr.  30, 1407. 

Foreigners  emfdoyed,  Apr.  30,  1408. 

Policy  as  to  Rates,  etc.,  Apr.  1,  473. 

Territorial  Force  Members'  Training 

Leave  Regulations,  ^pr.  2,  «3;  Apr. 
28,  1097. 

Pay  of  Employees  during,  Apr,  30, 
1381. 

Women  Clerks— Procedure  in  Iraasferring 
to  Dublin,  Apr,  2,  647,  648. 

Bylei,  Mr.  W.  P.  [Salford,  N.] 

Aliens — Naturalisation,  Fee  tea,  Apr.  2. 
643.  '     r-  *. 

Home  Rule  Declarations  of  President  of 
Board  of  Trade,  May  4,  1668. 

Manchester  Post  Office — Overtime  worked 
by  Mechanic,  Apr.  14,  982. 

Natal— Trial  of  Diniaulu,  Apr.  29,  1241. 

Sieeping-out,  Police  Instructions  for  dealing 
with  Offenders,  Apr.  30,  1399. 

CaU 

Biulway  Statioms.  Petitions  as  to. 
Q.   Mr.  Wiles;     A.   Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  31,  314. 

Calf-KealB 

Irish  Analyses,  Result  of. 

Qs.   Mr.  Halpin;     At.   Mr.   T.  W. 
Bussell,  Apr.  1.  616 ;  Apr.  28,  1060. 

Camberwell  (Peokham) 

Parliamentary  Election : 

Drunkenness    Charges    and  Liquor 
Consumption. 

Qa.    Captain  Faber,  Mr.  ColUnp, 
Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Pease;     Aa.    Mr.  Otad- 
Btone,  Apr.  2,  673. 
Expenditure,    Legality  of— Inquiry, 
proposed. 
Qt.   Mr.  J.  K.  Macdonald,  Sir 
B.  Ourdon,  Lord  R.  Cecil, 
Ur.  R.  Duncan :  A*.  Six 
W.RobMi^ 
Digitized  by 
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Guabarwell  and  other  HetropoUtes 
Borongli  Connoils  (Snperannnatiou) 
BUI 

e.  lB».  Mar.  SO,  64. 
e.  2»*  Apr.  27,  1021. 


SESSION  1908.  [Oam-Ou 
Mar.  30— Matf  4: 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Elementary  Education  (Bogland  and  Wales) 
Bill,  2e.,  Mar.  30,  lft-33. 

Moveable  Dwellings  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  1,  459. 


Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition 
against,  Apr.  2,  633. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  (Scotland) 
Bill.  Com.  Apr.  2,  035. 

Uist,  South — Seizure  of  Bomish  Farm  by 
Cottars,  Mar.  31,  264-267. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Afiairs 
in— Correspondence  between  Lady 
Cathcart  and  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
Mar.  31,  262-274. 

Oampbellt  Bt  Hon.  J.  H.  K.  [Dublin 
UnivBrsity] 

Glen^ieity  Ex^osion — Report  of  District 
Iispeotor  Presttm.  Apr,  ],  9^ 

Home  Bnle  Declaratims  of  Presid«it  of 
Boacil  of  Trade.  May  4.  1667,  1668. 

Campbell  BaDnerman,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  H.— 

Prime  Miniater  and   First  Lord  of  the 
Treatury  [Stirling  Bai|;ha] 
Death  of. 

0$.  M.  Asquith,  Apr.  27,  1033-1036  ; 
Mr.  A.  Douglas,  1036-1038;  Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor.  1038;  Sir  A. 
Thomas,  1039  ;  Mr.  A.  Henderson, 

1039. 

Monnment  to — Committee  to  ctnsider, 
JToy  4,  1797. 

Resignation — See  Prime  Minister. 

Canada 

[See  obo  Names  of  Statee.] 

Edocatitm  Bate,  Allocation  of. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Mo- 
Kenna,  Apr.  6,  944. 

Tisheries,  Vessels  empoyed  in  Froteotlng. 
Qt.   Mr.  Cox ;     Aa.   Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  SO.  im. 
Immigration  RegaUtions — ^New  Proposats. 
Q.    Mr.  Kees;  A.   Gol.  Seely,  May  4, 
l«49i 

Strike  Prevwition  Act,  Operation  of. 
Q.   Viscoont  Helmsley ;  A.   Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Apr.  6,  940. 

Cancer  Eesearoh  (Ctdonies) 

Correspondence  presented,  Apr.  14,  962 ; 
Apr.  27,  1024. 

Canning:  Enssell  and  Co. 

Complaints  as  to  TraneactionB  with  Irish 
Farmera. 

Q.  Mr.  V.  Kennedy ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Apr.  28,  1051. 

Canterbury 

Post  Office,  Progress  made  «itb.  i 
Oa.   Mr.  Hareourt.  Apr.  2,  ISS. 
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Gape  of  Good  Hope  Observatory 

Report  (1906-7)  Presented*  Mar.  S40. 

295. 

Garden  Estate 

Disposal  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Lonsdale;    A.    Mr.  Birrell. 
Apr.  28,  1063. 

Cardiff 

Assizes — Sentences    of    Punishment  by 

Flogging. 
Qa.    Mr.   MaoNeill,   Mr.   Lapton ; 
Aa.    Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Apr.  6,  936. 

Poet  Office — Sortinji  Duties  of  Postmen. 

Q,  Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;  A^  Mr. 
Buxton.  Apr.  2,  682. 

Cardiff  BaUway  BUI 

I.  Bep.*Apr.  1,  445. 

3r.*  Apr.  6,  881. 
e.  iK.*  Apr.  U  ,  968. 

2lt.*  ifoy  1613. 

CarlUe,  Hr.  E.  H.   [Hertforddiin,  81 
Albans] 

Army,  Territorial  Force — Artillery  TMning 
with  Converted  Ouna.  May  2, 1646. 

Garllslet  Earl  of 

Art  Galleries — Beaaon  for  not  Opening 
on  Sundays  from  November  to  Haroh, 
Mar.  31,  2SB,  269. 

Carmarthen 

Prison — Reason  for  Abolition  of  Female 
Quarters. 

Q.         Jj.  Morgan;  A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, May  4,  1663. 

Camuohael  O'Ferrall  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.   Mr.  Farrell;  A.   Mr.  BirreU,  Apr. 
J,  479. 

Gairington.  Earl— iVwt<feii<  nftk*  Board  of 

AgrietUtwre. 
Army    Territorial  Force — ^Horses,  Pro- 
vision of.  Mar.  31,  255.  i 

Carson,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  E.  H.  (Dablin  Uni. 

versity] 

Home  Rule — Protests  against  British  Ad- 

roinstration.  etc.,  Mar.  30,  210.  '. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Iniro.,  Mar,  31,  399. 

Licensing  Bt!).  2R.,Apr.  29,  1288;  May  4, 
1761-1778. 


Cashel 

Case  of  Mr.  R.  Boyle. 
G.  .  Mr.  |U>n8i^j^^jed 
.  T  w     t  Jfoy.rf,  1631. 


jinell. 


Gas— Oha] 


CatUe  Korton 

Sohoolhouoe,  Use  of,  for  Political  Qathering. 
Qa.   Mr.  Essex.  Viacoimt  Helmsley 

A».   Mr.  Oladstone.  Apr.  J,  494. 
Qa.   lb.  GonUbig,  tb.  Moore,  Mr.  Lons- 
dale; A».  Vx.  B^Kenna,  Apr.  0, 
045. 

Caitiereagii,  Lord  [BlaidBtone] 

Clubs — Sunday  Entertatnmenta  given  by 
liberals  and  Radicals,  Apr.  6,  940. 

Navy,  Battle  Practice 

Courts  of  Inquiry  held  on  Results, 
Apr.  6,  918. 

Trial  Shots  fired,[3far.  30,  72. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  Pcoposals  as  to. 

Mar.  30,  no. 

Cattle  street 

Accident,  Details  of. 

Q.    Lord  R.  Cecil ;  A.    tb.  Gladstone, 
Apr.  6,  037. 

Oattie 

Importation 

Canadian  R^ulations. 

Q.    Mr.  Watt;  A.    Sir E. Strach^, 
Apr.  28,  1067. 

Manure  from  Foreign  Animals  Wharves, 

Disposal  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Robinson;  A.    Sir  E. 
Strachey,  Apr.  28,  1056. 

Slaughter,  Compensation  for. 
Q.   Captain  Faber ;  A.  Mr.  Bums,  Apr., 
2,  677. 

Cavej  Mr.  0.  [Surrey,  Kingston] 

Licensing  Bill,  2a.,  Apr.  28,  1117-1136; 
Apr.  30,  1472  ;  May  4, 1694. 

Cawley,  Sir  F.  [Lancashire,  Preetwiob] 

Shops  Bill.  2£.,  May  1,  1B73. 

CeeU»  Lord  B.  [Marylebone,  E.] 

Camberwell  (Peckham)  Parliamentaiy  Elec- 
tion Expenditure,  L^alityof — Inquiry 
proposed.  Mar.  30,  07. 

Caatle  Street  Aeoidflmt,  Deti^s  of,  Apr.  6, 
037. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill: 

Protests  against,  Apr.  6,  935. 

Second  Reading,  Date  ai  taking, 
Apr.  28,  1102. 

Cordite 

Amount  refused  to  be  taken  back  by 
J  Messrs.  Kynooh,  Apr.  28,  1079. 

Navy  Reserve  of — Disposal  of  Ex- 
plosives containing  Mercuric 
Chloride,  etc.,  Apr.  28,  1077. 

Silver  Test,  Value  of.  Apr.  28,  107S ; 
Jfoy  4,  1M2. 

Edneation— IMigioua  &utraotfim  given 
in  ^bainlng  Colleges,  Apr.  2,  644; 
Apr.  e,  047. 

Lkonaing  mO,  2m,  May  4,  1716-1725. 

Clause  3,  SubieetiDn  2,  Application  of, 
Jfay  4,  1660. 
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rVoL  187. 


Police  Commission  Report,  Date  of  issuing, 
Apr.  29,  1243. 

Swansea  Education  Dispnta — ^Present  Posi- 
tion, Apr.  0,  048. 

Cecil,  K*.  E.[ABton  ManOT] 
Explosives 

LiBpectors,  Coodititm  of  appointing— 
Case  of  Captain  Lloyd,  Apr.  30, 
1381. 

Kynoch  Case — ^Hardships  entailed  oa 
Workpeople,  Apr.  30,  1387. 

House  of  Commons — Penalties  for  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  Apr.  2,  609. 

LicTOsing  Bill,  2k,  Apr.  28,  1136-114& 

Merchandise  Marks — InfrinsBUuit  by  Con- 
tinental Tyre  and  Bnober  Oamftatj 
Advertiaement,  Apr.  2S,  1005. 


Census  of  Prodnetion  Aet 

biquiry  Schedules  issued. 
Q.   Mr.  Smeaton ;  A. 
George,  Apr.  6,  040. 


Bfr.  Lloyd- 


Ceylon  • 
Opium,  «e  lAot  tiOe. 

Palk  Straits,  Scheme  for  Railway  Bridge 
over. 

Q.   Mr.  Lonsdale ;  A.   lb.  Bunci- 
man,  Apr.  2,  669. 

Postal  and  Telegrai^  Bates. 
Qa.    Mr.   Rees ;     At.    Bfr.  Ghnrohill 
Mar.  30, 

ct  Women 


Road-making — ^Employment 
and  Girls. 

Q.    Mr.  H.  H.  Marks  ;  A. 
Seely,  Apr.  30,  1389. 


Colonel 


Chairman    and    Deputy  -  Chairman— 
Buling^ 

Irrelevant  Matter,  4pr.  1,  642,  547  ;  Apr.  2, 
746,  752,  764,  755,  767,  765,  790,  800. 

Shops  Bill — Committee  Points  could  not  be 
raised  on  Second  Beading,  Jfay  1, 
1671. 

Chairmen's  Panel 

Special  Report  Freaoited,  Apr.  U  522. 

Chamberlain,  St  Hon.  J.  A.  [Woxoerter- 

shire,  E.] 

Budget,  Date  of  Introducing,  Mar.  31,  330. 

Hilsea— Sale  of  "  Coach  and  Hmes " 
Public-house  by  the  War  Office,  Apr. 

30,  1465. 

Licensing  Bill,  2b,  .^pr.  28,  1220,  1221 ; 
Apr.  29,  1286 ;  Apr.  3&.  1436,  1444- 
^462,  1464.  1475. 

Chanoellor  of  the  Dndhy  of  Lanoaitor 

Jtt.  Bm.  Viawunt  Towter 


Chanoellor  of 

XL  ifOA.  J). 
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Mar.  30— tfay  4. 

OhapUn,  St.  Hon.  E.  [Surrey/ Wimbledon]. 
HilBea— Sale  of  *' Ckwoh  uid  Hones" 
Pablio-hoosB  by  the  War  Office,  Apr. 
aO,  1927. 

Horse  -  Inweding  —  Royal  '  ComniHion 
Baport,  Date  of  I^seating,  May  4, 


[Oha— Ohn 


1661. 

Lioeiuing  Bill.  2b,  Apr.  30,  lSlS-1528; 
May  4,  1«76-1681. 

Charleftown 

Petty  Seuioiu — ^Deoisioii    in'  TAilawfid 
ABsembly  Case. 

Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale;   A.    Mr.  T.  W 
Basaell,  Apr.  29,  1264. 

ChsoM 


Dotch  sold  as  Cheshire. 

Qa.    Mr.  A.  JU  Stanley;  At. 
Strachey,  Mar.  30,  94. 


Sir  E. 


(BienT,  Et  Hon.  B.  'E.—Attomty-Oeneral  for 
irtltmd  [Liverpool  Exchange] 

BeUaat  Hemstitohing  Factory  Worken, 
;  Snnunoni  agaiost,  Apr.  0,  909. 

Bond  Estate  Erioted  Tteantt,  Caaea  of, 

Mor.  31,  326. 

Burrows,  A.  C,  Charge  against,  Apr.  6, 
961. 

Claurioorde  Estate,  Sitaation  on,  Apr.  6, 
899. 

Constabulary  Duties  under  Health  and 
Sanitary  Laws,  etc.,  Mar.  31,  326. 

Cookl<Hiey— Case  of  P.  Beilly,  Mar.  31, 
326. 

DaTOren  Estate — Sale  Proposals,  Mar.  31, 
327. 

Drumkeerin  Estate  of  Mrs.  Tate.  Miss 
Rutledge  and  Mx.  HoLoughey,  Sale  <rf, 
^pr.  6,  901. 

Galw^— Trial  of  J.  and  P.  Joyce  and  J. 
Walsh,  Apr.  1,  S14. 

Olenahiery  Explosicai 

Blasting  Powder  and  Aue,  PoUoe 
knowledge  of  Purchase  Apr. 

1,  510,  511. 
Circnmstanoee  of — Public  Inquiry  up- 
on Oath,  proposed,  Apr.  1,  608, 
62(Mt26. 

Document    produced    at  Waterford 
Assizes,    Mar.    30,    104,  lOS. 

InsiauatioQ  against   Lard  Ashtown, 
Apr.  1,  513. 

Preston,     District- Inspector — Report 

of.  Jfor.  30,  68;  Apr.  1,  613. 
622-624. 

KiUyliss— Caae  of  J.  DioUe,  Apr.  6,  89B. 

Knockhall  Orasing  Farm.  Poichaae  and 
Disposal  of  Mar.  31,  327. 

Land  Purdiaae  Advances,  Inquiriea  made 
before  authoising,  Mar.  31,  325. 

Lyster  Estate  Untenanted  Land,  Offer  for 
—Case  of  W.  Hielan,  etc..  Mar.  31, 
329.  I 

Malicious  Injury  Claims  dealt  with  in  j 
1906  and  1907,  Apr.  8,  902.  ■ 
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Cherry,  Bt  Hon.  B.  R.—eont. 

Manchester  Estate — Case  of  8.  Rainey, 
^pr.  6,  890. 

Mansfield  Estate— Csae  of  O.  Diver,  Apr. 
6.  904. 

Methodists,  University  Facilities  for,  Apr. 
6,  903. 

Percival  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  0.  Heally. 

Apr.  6,  898. 
Richmond  Constabulary  Training  Qnarten, 

Apr.  6,  899. 

Roads — Accidents  through  defective  oon- 
ditfon,  Bflapoiuibility  for.  Apr.  6,  903. 

White  Estate— Sale  Proposals,  Mar.  SI, 
32S. 

Woodfnd— Case  at  IL  Malua.  Apr.  0. 
952,  903. 

Chethire  Lines  Committee  Bill 

e.  Sep*.,  Apr.  30,  1373. 

Chief  Seeretary  fitr  Ireluid— Jli^JU  Hm.  A. 
Bimtt. 

Children  Bill 

e.  2b..  Apr.  1,  S60. 

CrAefaes,  BstabliBbment  of. 
Q.   Sir  W.  J.  Collins;    A.  Mr.  H. 
Samuel,  Apr.  29,  1242. 

Expenses— Committee  to  cobMbi  aatlioriB< 
ing  Paymoit  of— Jf  oIkm  (Mr.  J.  A. 
Fease).^}ir»Z,627. 

China 

Peitaho,  Erection  of  Bungalows  at. 
Oa.   lb.  H.  Beach,  ^pr.  2,  758;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  761 ;   Mr.  Reea,  764. 

Shanghai    Consulate  Oaol — Expenditure 
on  Boundary  Wall. 
Oa.   Mr.  1^11,  .<4pr.  2,   799;  Mr. 
Haroourt,  '801 ;  Mr.  Ootdding. 
802. 

China  and  Earthenware 

Set  Earthenware  and  China. 

Churchill,  Bt  Hon.  W.  L.  B.—Uiider.8eere. 
tary  for  the  Cohniea  [Manchester;  K.W.] 

Africa,  East 

Delamere,  Lord  and  Mr.  Baillie, 
Circumstances  of  Suspension  of 
Jfor.  30,  85,  86. 

Native  labour  Begnlatlons,  Demon- 
strations against,  Jfor.  30,  86. 

Ceylon  Postal  and  Telegraph  Rates,  Jfor. 
30,  84. 

Colonial  Office  Lc^j^  Appointments — .^e 
Limit,  Mar.  31,  308. 

Documento,  Additional  Rule  for  Disposal 
of,  Apr.  8,  93L 

Gibraltar,  General  SanitaryPurposes  Rate. 

Increase  inj^^ar.^^(gj3(3alo 
Jam^ca  Bananas,  Subsidy  for,  A  pr.  6,  934. 

[eoni. 


Ohn— dij 


INDEX. 
Mar.  30~Maff  4. 
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Clmrchill,  Bt  Hon.  W.  L.  S.-«onf. 

Manoheeter  Statementa  on  Government 
Poliey,  see  under  tUtea  Aliens  Bill, 
Education  (Ei^land  and  Wales)  BUI, 
and  Ireland — Home  Bole. 

Natal 

AdmimstratioD,ProposalB|fbr  BflnBfaig, 

Apr.  6,  929. 

DinizQlu,  Trial  of — Charge  and  Proce- 
dure, Mar.  32f  310,  312 ;  Apr.  6, 
928,  932,  933. 

Haitial  Lav,  Continnanoe  of,  Apr,  6, 
929,93a 

Native  Afifairs  ConnaiaMop,  findings 
of,  Apr.  6,  928. 

Negotiattons  with  Argentina,  Informa- 
tion as  to,  Apr.  3, 812. 

Nyassalaad.  Communioation  with — Pro- 
pON^B  for  Improving,  Mar.  30, 85. 

Opium 

Oeylon  Gommisaioa  ileport.  Date  of 
Presenting,  Mar.  30,  84. 

Straits  Settlements  CommisBion  Re- 
port, Date  of  Presenting,  Mar.  32, 
313. 

Race  Qnestion  in  the  Coloniefl — Bilahoration 
of  Imperii  Scheme,  proposed,  Mar. 
31,  302. 

Transvaal 

Chinese  Labour  Continnanoe — ^Tabling 
of  Corresptmdence,  proposed.  Mar. 
30,86. 

IGnes — ^Labour  Btatistios,  Apr.  6,  93 L 

Whita  Labour  in  Mines 

Effect  of  WithdrawiJ  of  Chinese, 
Mar.  31,  310. 

Report  of  Committee,  Apr.  8, 931- 

Result  of  Experimmt,  Apr.  6, 
930. 

Trinidad 

East  Indian  Coolies,  Protests  against 
Importation  of.  Mar.  31, 309. 

Immigration  Ordinance,  Terms  of 
Amendment  to,  Apr.  X,  493. 

'  Legislative  Council  Fioanoe  Com- 
mittee  Meetings,  Admission  to. 
Mar.  31.  309. 

Port  of  Spain  Town  Properties, 
Auction  of  Land  for  Repairs  to, 
Apr.  1,  493. 

Railway  Employees,  Pines  on  (1906-7), 
Mar.  SI.  808. 

City  of  Glasgow  BiU 

L  llL*  Mar.  30,1. 

Civil  XHsordor 

Military  Assistanoe  in  Qnnllinft,  Powers  of 
Magistrates  as  to — Proposals  for  In< 
quiry. 

Q.   Mr.   Waidle;   A,   Mr.  Glad- 
■tone.  Apr.  88, 109S. 
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CItU  Serranta'  Socialiit  Boelety 

Public  DenKmstratiou  at  Lambeth  Baths. 
Q9.    Mr.    A.    S.    Wilson;     As.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  J.  500. 

Civil  Service 

Boy  Clerks — Register  to  J'aoilitatA  Outside 
Employment,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Hay ;  A.    Mr.  Runciman, 
Mar.  31,  323. 

Increment,  Conditicms  of  Granting. 
Q.    Mr.  Hay  ;  A.   Mr.  Hobhonse,  Apr. 

30,  1410. 

Superannuation,  see.  that  iitU. 

Territorial  Camp  Training  Facilities  foe 
Civil  Servants. 
Q.   Sir  W.  Bull;  A.   Mr.  Runci- 
man, Apr.  9, 926. 

Civil  Service  Eitimates 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings,  cAc. 
—£52,400,  Com.,  Apr.  2,  767. 
Supplementary   Estimate  Presented, 
Mar.  30,  55. 
Horse-racing  Prizes,  Sum  Allocated  for. 
Q.    Mr.  Ridsdale;  A.   Mr.  Bonciman, 
Apr.  6,  963. 

Memorandum,  Circulation  of. 

Q.    Sit  W.  Bull;   A.    Mr.  Rnnoiman, 
Apr.  6,  949. 

Pafie  69 — Explanation  of  Footnote. 
<3.   Mr.  Cox ;  A.   Mr.  Hobhouee,  Apr. 

30, 1380. 
Printing  of,  Comnlaints  an  to. 
Oa.    Sir  F.  Banbury,  A  pr.  2, 19i. 

Public  Bnildmgft— £342,900,  Com.,  Apr. 
2,  731. 

Re-numbering  of  Votes,  proTwwd. 

09.    Mr.   A.   Douglas,   Apr.   2,  716; 
Mr.  Haroourt,  721,  722. 

Ravenne  Buildings— £473,000,  Com.,  Apr. 
2,  713. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co..  N.] 

Kingstown  Piers  Dispute.  Apr.  2,  629  j 
Apr.  2,  7efr-774.  798;   Apr.  6, 

954-966. 

"Uhrter**  Inoident,  Apr.  2,  702-704 

National  Sohocd  TeMhen^  fenikia  System, 
Apr,  g,  694. 

Fbst  OfBoe  Stamps — ^Emhossiiw  FanUities 
in  Ireland  and  Sootland,  Apr,  Z,  696. 

Clanrioarde  Eitate 

Situation  on. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  Roche;    A.   Vb.  (SkBay, 

Apr.  6,  899. 

Clark,  Mr.  G.  [Belfast,  N.] 

Home  Rule — Protests  against  British  Ad- 
ministration, etc,  Mar,  30,  177- 
187. 

Oliffbrd  of  dradleigh.  Lord 

Movable  Di^el^pgs  J^ill,,??.,  4^^^'  W- 
463,  463.  cT 


ToL  187.]  SESSION  1908. 

Mar,  so—May  4. 

Clive,  Captain  P.  A.  [HBnford,  Bow] 

Hereforddiire— Ezoluqtier  Onuit  to  County 

Conneil,  Apr.  28,  1071. 
Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  American  Com- 

petitiOQ,  Apr.  14^  1017. 

Gloch  Point 

lAod  Purchasecl  by  War  Office  and  resold. 
— Annual  Value  for  Ratine . 
Q.   Mr.  J.  D.  WUte;     A.  Mr. 
Sinclair.  Mm.  31,  S98. 

dogheen 

Labourers  Cottages  Sites. 
Q.   Mr.   Cutlinan;    A.     lb.  BirreU. 
Mar.  30,  M- 

Clonourry  Estate 

Sole  PropOBalfi, 
Q.   Mr.  Lundon;  A.   Mr.  Biirell.  ^fr. 
g,  683. 

donght  Kr.  W.  [Torks»  W.B.,  Skiptonj 

dubs— Number  itmok  off  Begister,  Apr. 
14,  fl87. 

Blementaiy  Education     (England  and 
Wales)  Bill,  BropoBals  M  to,  Apr,  S 

700. 

Kirkburton  Orammar  School  Endowment, 
Inquiry  into,  Apr.  29.  1256. 

Belby  and  Woodlands  School  Accommoda- 
tion, Apr.  29,  1263,  1264. 

Yorkshire  West  Riding, 

Licensed  Houses ctoeed,  Apr.  14, 966. 
New  Schools  projected,  Apr.  29,  1252 

Olubi 

Number  struck  off  Register. 
Q.    Mr.  Clough:    A.   Ab-.  Gladstone. 
Apr.  14,  967. 
Xorth  Camberwell  Radical  Club,  Allega- 
tions against — Case  of  R.C.Drummand. 
Q«.    Captain  Faber.  Earl  Wintertoo; 
Aa.    Mr.  H.  Samuel,  Apr.  30, 
1400. 

Sunday  Entertainments  given  by  Liberals 
and  Radicals. 
Qa.    Viscount   Castlereagh ;  Aa. 

Sir  W.  Robson.  Apr.  6,  049. 
Q.   Mr.  S.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. Apr.  28,  1093. 


Clyde  Fisheries 

Seine  Net,  Effeot  of  use  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Watt ;  A.   lib.  Sinclair,  Apr.  0. 
951. 

ClyneSt  Kr.  J.  K.  [l&nchester,  N.E.]  ' 

Battle  Workhouse — Circumstances  of  Can- 
ing Boy,  Mar.  31,  319. 

laoensing  Bill.  Workmen  displaced  by. 
Number  of  and  Proposals  for  Com- 
pensation, Mar.  31.  315. 

Manobester — Licensed  Houses  dosed  under 
Act,  Mar.  31,  ^U. 

Mamohester  Unemployed  Demonstrfttion — 
Reduction  of  Sentences  on  Leaders, 
proposed,  ifar.  31,  330;  Apr.  14, 
1018  ;    May  4,  1666. 

Unemployed  Act,  Grants  to  Distress  Com- 
mittees— Views  of  Association  of  Muni- 
oipid  dMrporatkms,  Mar.  31,  318,  319. 
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Coal 

Export  StatistioB  for  1907. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Beach  i  J.  Mr.  Uoyd-Georsr. 
May  4,  1623. 

Coal  ICnes  (Eight  Honrs)  BiU 

Gomnment  Proposals. 
Oa.    Mr.  Long,  Apr.  14,  1002;  Jhi. 
Whiteley,  1003  ;  Mr.  W.  Alnaham. 
1020. 

Bfr.  D.  A.  Thomas, ;  A.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Apr.  14,  084. 

Captain  Craig,  Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey, 
Mr.  Watt;  Aa,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
May  4,  1657. 

Protests  against. 
Qa.  Sir  W.  Bull,  Lord  B.  Cecil ;  A.  Mr. 
Gladsttme,  Apr.  6,  936. 

Second  Beadmg,  Date  of  taking 

Q,     Lord  B.  Cecil ;  A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr,  28,  1102. 

Coal  Kines  (Eight  Honrs)  (So.  3)  BUI 

proposals  as  to, 
Q.    Mr.  L.  Harris  ;  A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
Apr.  2,  675. 


Coastguard  Service 

Fife  Coast,  Changes  contemplated  on. 
Q.    Major  Anstrufher-Gray  ;  A.  Mr.  E. 
RobertFon,  Jfor.  31,  302. 

Stations  with  Crew  of  leps  than  Four  Men. 
Qa.    Mr.  Nield ;  Aa,    Dr.  Macnamara, 
Apr.  28.  1067. 

CoateS,  Uaj.  E.  7.  [LcwiFham] 

Crown  Jewels.  Loss  of— Date  of  Theft, 
Apr.  1,  609. 

Cochrane,  Hr.  T,  H.  [Ayrehire,  N.] 

Children  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  1,  572-678. 

Duke  of  York's  School — Disposal  of 
Chelsea  Site,  Apr.  2,  748,  749. 

Law  Courts,  New,  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of,  Apr.  2,  747. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment) 
Bill — Expenses  Resolution,  Apr.  1, 
633. 

Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr.  2,  728. 
Shops  Bill,  2r..  May  1,  1600-1604. 

CoUingS,  Bt  Hui.  J.  [Biimingbam,  Bor- 
dealey] 

Business  of  the  Honee — Proposnls  as  to 
Wednesdays  on  which  there  are  no 
Notices  of  Motion,  Apr.  1,  618.  619. 

Holland,  Prevalence  of  Foot  and  Mouth 
Direase  In,  Apr.  2,  684,  G&S;Apr.  29, 
1246. 

Lieonsinp  Bill.  2e.,  Arr.  2S.  Il(i2. 
Milk  Supply 

Import  Statistics  and  Inspection,  ^pr. 

29,  1246.  1247. 
L^slative  Proposals,  Apr.  29,  1234, 
SmsnHoldin^gg^<g^@^^g|l^t. 


Ool-Oor]  INDEX. 

Mar,  30— Jfay  4. 

Collins,  Hx.  S.  [Lambeth,  Kannington] 

Camberwell  (Peckham)  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tion— Dmnkeniien  Charges  and  liqaor 
Oonsamption,  Apr.  B,  673. 

OoUini,  Sir  W.  J.  [St  Pancras,  W.] 

Children  Bill — Establishment  of  Creches, 
Apr.  29,  1242. 

Coroner's  Inquests  —  Fropoaals  for  In- 
quiry, Apr.  29,  1241. 

Edooation — Inquiry  into  Voice  Production 
and  Training,  proposed,  Apr.  29,  1261. 

Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  American  Com- 
petition on,  Apr.  14,  1012. 

London  University,  Accommodation  pro- 
vided for,  Apr.  29,  1267,  1208. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland — 
Licliuion  within  TAtm  UniToraity,  A  pr. 
29,  1261. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary  of  Stofe— Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of 
Crewe. 

Under  Secretary — Colonel  Seely. 

Dooaments,  Additional  Role  for  DispOBal 
of. 

Q.      Lord  Balcarres ;     A.  Hr. 
Churchill,  Apr.  6,  931. 

Legal  Appointmenta — Age  Limit. 
Q».     Hr.  Watt;  Aa.     Hr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  31, 307. 

Goloniet  and  Proteotoratei 

[For  Partionlar  Colonies,  etc.,  see  their 
Names.'] 

Race  Question  —  Elaboration  of  Imperial 
Scheme  proposed. 
Q.  Captain  Faber  ;  A.  Vb.  Churchill, 
Mar.  31,  302. 

Tuiff  Reduction  Proposals  between 
Colonies. 

Qa.    Hr.  Lamont,  Mr.  L.  Harris,  Sir  G. 

Parker,  Mr.  R,  Duncan.  Mr. 
Mitchell- Thomson  ;  Aa.  Colonel 
Seely,  Apr.  28,  1087. 

OommittoeB 

Selection,  Reports  of,  Apr.  6,  883. 
Standing,  Reports  of,  Apr.  6,  883. 

CanpanioB 

Voting  by  Proxy — Limitation  of  Power  of, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Watt;  .4.  Mr.  Lloyd-George. 
Apr.  8,  941. 

Companies  Consolidation  Bill 

I  iB.*  Apr.  1,  447. 

Companies  (Vinding-np)  Act 

Accounts  Presented,  Apr.  28,  1048. 

Congo  Free  State 

Annexation  by  Belgium — Terms  of  Treaty 
of  Cession. 
Qs.   Sir  C.  DiU»,  Sir  E.  Sassocm; 
At.   Sir  E.  Orey.  Apr.  30,  1302. 

Papers.  Date  of  Tabling. 

Qa.    Sir  C.  Bilke,  Sir  G.  Parker;  Ae. 
Sir  E.  Grey,  Apr.  28,  1089. 
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Constabulary,  Eoyal  Irish 

iSu  oho  Namn  of  Flwies.] 
CommaDdant  at  Phoanix  Park,  Begolation 
astoBeliglMi  of. 
Q.   Mr.  J.   O'Donnell;  A.  Ur. 
Birrell.  Apr.  8, 913. 

Duties  under  Health  and  Sanitary  Laws, 
etc 

Q.   Hr.  Hnldoon  ;    A.  Mr.  Onarry, 
Mar.  31,  82B. 

Strength  (1905  and  1908). 

Q.    Hr.  Long  ;  A.    Hr.  T.  W.  Bnsaell, 

Apr.  29,  1261. 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Board  Bill 

l.  2r.*  Apr.  1,  446. 


Cooldoney 

Case  of  P.  BeilW. 
Q.  Bfr.  Farrell; 

3u  sae. 


A.    BCr.  Cheny,  Mar. 


Corbett,  Kr.  A.  C.  [Glasgow,  TrwJeston] 
Licenfling  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  29,  1329-1333. 

Corbett,  Kr.  T.  I.  [i>o^.  ] 

Anckiat  Honoments,  Expenditure  on  Main- 
tenance of,  Apr.  2,  762,  766. 

Camberwell  (Peckham  )Farliamentary£]ec. 
iaaa — Drunkenness  CSiarKHand  Liqwtf 
Consnmptitm,  Apr.  2, 673. 

Haolbowline  Works,  Granite  naed  for, 
Mar.  30,  74. 

Fort   Said   Consulatei   Expenditure  on, 

Apr.  2,  797. 

Rc^al  Irish  Rifles— Place  <rf  Training, 
Apr.  1, 491, 492. 

Cordite 

See  under  Explosives. 

Cork 

Post  Office 

American   Mails,   Arrangements  for 
dealing  with. 

Q.   Hr.  A.  Boohe;    A.  Hr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  30,  67- 

Chief  Clra>k,  DntiBs  of. 
Q.   Hr.  A.  Boche;  A.   Hr.  Bux- 
ton. Apr.  14,  979. 

Overtime  in. 
Q.    Ur.  A.  Roche;  A.    Hr.  Bux- 
ton, Mar.  30,  66. 

Subsistence   Allowance,  BegulatiMU 
as  to. 

Q.    Mr.  A.  Roche;    A-  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  14,  981. 

Telegraph  Staff — ^Increase  proposed. 
Q.   Hr.  A.  Boche;  A.   Hr.  Bux- 
ton. Apr.  14,  981. 


Telegraphic  Delays. 
Q.    Mr.  .4.  Roche.. 
Apr.  W,  »M?*- 


inxtca, 
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Cornwall,  Dnohy  of 

Lord  Wardtn—VlX.  Hoa.  Lord  Balfour  of 
Bnrkigh. 

Leases,  Compensation  for  Non-renewal  of. 
Q«.    Sir  B.  Cremer ;   Aa.    Mr.  Bonci- 
man.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Apr.  1,  501. 

Coroners'  Inquests 

Inquiry,  I^posala  for. 

Qs.    Sir  W.  J.  Collins;   Aa.    Mr.  U. 
Samnel,  Apr.  29,  1241. 

Coroners'  Inqaests  Bill 

c.  2k.,  Apr.  3,  861. 

Costs  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill 

e.  2b.,  Apr.  1,  557. 
Sep*  May  4,  1674. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  X  8.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

Afgtianiatiui — Consent  of  Amir  to  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement,  Apr.  28,  1083. 

India 

Army— Strength 

Infcffmation  given  in  Answer  of 
13  Mareh.  1906,  Apr.  2,  646. 

Report  <A  Commissim  alter  the 
Mutiny,  Apr.  2,  646. 

Statistics  in  Finance  Committee 
Report,  Apr.  2,  640. 

Bengal 

Financial    Effect    of  Partition, 
Apr.  28, 1081, 1082. 

Judicial  Services,  Re-arrangemmt 
of,  Apr.  6, 910. 

Calcutta — Sentence  on  Boy  for  Throw- 
ing Stone,  Apr.  28, 1084. 

Penal  Code — Interpretation  of  Section 

124  (a).  Mar.  31,  307. 
Whipping   Act — Amendment  Pro- 

poeats,  Apr.  2,  660;    Apr.  28, 

1083. 

Coimty  Courts  Bill 

I.  2a.,  Apr.  2.  636. 

COVrtSlOpe,  Mr.  0.  L.  [Sussex,  Rye] 

Army  Territorial  Force — Gun  Shields, 
Supply  of,  Apr.  29,  1236. 

Hops — "  Adriatic,"  Cargo,  Apr.  2,  676  i 
Apr.  28,  1094. 

Kidneys  imported  from  America,  Borio 
Acid  found  in,  Apr.  2,  653. 

Larceny  Bill — Cause  for  objection  to 
Second  Reading,  Apr.  28,  1100. 

Xorthamptonshire  Rabies  Outbreak,  Apr. 
2,  683. 

Post  Offices,  Provincial — Scale  of  Pay  in, 

Apr.  6,  891. 
Swine  Fever — Result  of  Investigation, 

Apr.  2,  685. 
Tobacco  Samples,  Conditions  of  admitting 

Apr.  1,  620. 
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Conrtowtt  Harbour 

Improvements,  Decision  as  to. 


Q.   Sir  T.  Esmonde ;    A.    Ur.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Apr.  14,  987. 

Coventry 

Poet  Office  Medical  Officer,  Age  of. 
Q.    Mr.  James   O'Connor ;      A.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  2,  641. 

Cowan,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Surrey,  Guildford] 

Inland  Revenue — Case  of  F.  Farrington, 
Apr.  2,  698,  699. 

Cox,  Mr.  H.  [Preston] 

Army  Estimates — Figures  given  inMemffir> 
andum,  Apr.  29,  1237. 

Canadian  Fisheries,  VesBols  employed  in 
protecting,  Apr.  30,  1384,  1385. 

Civil  Service  Estimates  Page  59— Explana- 
tion of  Footnote,  Apr.  30,  1380. 

Expenditure,  Suggestions  for  Revising, 
etc..  May  4,  1663,  1664,  1666,  1667. 

Fiscal  Policy— Objections  to  Duties  on 
Manuf^oiea  Imports,  Mar.  31,  420- 
425. 

OoTOnunoit  Departments — Salaries  <rf 
Presidents,  May  4,  lb67. 

Hop  Industry— Effect  of  American  Com- 
petition, ^pr.  14,  1013. 

Jamaica  Bananas,  Snbaidy  for,  Ap.  6, 
033. 

Law  Courts  Accommodation,  Prc^owta 
for  Increasing,  Apr.  2,  698.  ^ 

Navy 

Battleships— Annual  Cost,  Mar.  30, 
60,  7\ 

Tfflrpedo  Boats— Annual  Cost,  Mar. 

SO,  60.  75. 
Torpedo    Boat  Destroyers— Annual 

Cost.  Mar.  30,  60,  75. 
Post  Office  Employees  in  Territorial  Foxce 
— Regulations  as  to  leave,  Apr.  28, 

mi. 

Shops  Bill,  2b.,  May  1,  1581-1588. 
South  African  War  Debt,  Amount  of,  etc., 

May  4,  1664. 
Sugar 

Duty — Abolition 
897. 

Price — Statistics 
30,  1382. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Services  Accounts 
—Work  of  Committee,  Apr.  2,  078. 

Crais,  Captain  J.  [I>own.  E.] 
Army 

Royal  Irish  Rifles— Piece  of  Training, 

Apr.  1,  491,  492. 
Special  Reserve — Rrcruitin^  Stulistics, 

Apr.  1,  490. 

[conl. 


proposed,  Apr,  6, 
(1898-1908),  Apr, 


Orft-Ori] 


Cra^,  Captain  J.—cont. 

Ballintubber  United  Irish  League,  Besolu- 
tkm  against  Migranla,  Apr.  J,  604. 

Ballot  Aet  (1872)  Amendinent  (No.  2)  Bill, 
2b..  Apr.  3,  879. 

Belfiut— Caae  of  A.  Jennings,  Mag  4, 1626. 

Bndunills  Post  OlBoe-^Can  of  BIr.  M*F>11, 
Apr.  2,  66S ;  Apr.  30,  1413. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill.  Propoaala 
as  to,  Jfoy  4,  1667. 

Dillon  Estate — Price  obtained  for  Longh 
Olynn  House,  Apr.  26,  1101. 

Djsart — Assault  on  VLt.  C  G.  Mabon. 

May  4.  1629. 
Ennis— Case  of  M.  Burke,  Apr.  1,  604. 

Galwaj— Trial  of  J.  ud  P.  Jojoe  and 
X  W^sh.  Apr.  I.  613. 

Erish    UniTBTsities  Bill — Abandonmenti 
proposed.  Mag  4,  1628. 

Militia 

Irish  Battalions — Beomiting  Statistics 
Apr.  1,  490. 

Movements  cfmtempUited  under  New 
Scheme,  Apr.  2,  664.  665. 

Motors — Restriction  of  Exoessive  Speed 
on  Public  Roads,  Apr.  2.  678. 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  3.  818- 
830,  861. 

Porter  and  Crosbte  Estate — Sale  proposids. 
Apr.  28,  1101. 

Post   Office  —  Ex-Soldiers,  Examinations 
for  Sorterships.  etc.,  Apr.  28,  1066. 

Prosecation  ot  OSenees  (Amendmrat)  Bill, 
Com..  Apr.  1,  646. 

Expenses  Resolution.  Apr.  2,  630- 
633. 

Sligo  Board  of  Onardians— Speech  of  Mr. 

J  Qilmartin.  Mag  4,  1<^. 
Tnlsk— Speech  by  Mr.  J.  Keaveney,  May 

4,  1630. 

Union  Jack,  Display  of.  on  School  Build- 
ings, Mar.  30,  101. 

Craig,  Mr.  C.  C.  [Antnn ,  a] 

Ballaghadalla  Cattle-drive  on  20th  inst., 

Mar.  30,  103. 
Ballinbull  Cattle-drive,  20th  inst..  Mar. 

30,  103. 

Blake  Estate — Case  of  J.  Bermingham, 

Mar.  30,  102. 
Glenahlery  Explosion 

Blasting  -  powder  an*!  Fuse,  Police 
Knowledge  of  Purchase  of,  Apr. 
1,  510,  511,  612. 
Circumstances  of  —  Public  Inquiry 
npon  Oath,  proposed,  Apr.  1, 
618-620. 

Document  Frodnced  at  Waterford 
Assiies.  Jfor.  30,  104,  106. 

Insinuations  a^iunst  Lord  Ashtown> 
Apr.  1,  612. 

PrestcKi.  District-Inspeotor— Report 
of,  Mar.  30,  68 ;  Apr.  J,  617-619. 

Walsh  Case,  Apr.  1,  620. 
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Irish  Universities  Kll.  Jnlro.,  Mar.  SJ, 

396-^. 

Linen,  Irish  Hand-Woven — Protection  of, 

Mar.  30,  99,  100. 
Lunatics,  Maintenance  of  Mar.  30,  100. 

Parliamentary  Procedure — Member  named 
by  the  Speaker.  Mar.  30,  184. 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bill.  2b.,  Apr.  3,  848- 
860. 

Post  Office  Mail  Service— Canadian  Con- 
tract. May  4,  1660. 

Craik,  Sir  H.  [Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versities] 

Children  BiU,  2b.,  A  pr.  i,  687-689. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill  —  FMpoaak 
for  Printmg,  Apr.  2,  689. 

Vidian  Educatim  Systent— biqulry  into, 
proposed,  Apr.  29.  1361-1366. 

Motor-Omnibuses 

Noise  and  Vibration.  Standard  for 
limiting.  Apr.  2, 674. 

Police  Duties  with  legard  to.  Ap.  30, 

1399,  1400. 
Begulaticms  for  Inspeotitm  and  Qioice 
of  Route,  Mar.  31,  316,  317. 

Cremer,  Sir  W.  S.  [Shoreditcb,  Haggentoo] 
Cornwall,  Dnehy  of  —  Compensatioii  for 
Non-Banewal  erf  Leases.  Ap.  i.  601. 

Eccleriastioal  GommisuoiierH'  Leaser  Lia- 
bility for  Compens^oiL  on  Non- 
Benewal  of,  Apr.  28, 1069.  1099l 

Lioeiuing  BiU.  2r..  Mag  4,  172&-1732, 
1776. 

Woods  and  Foresta,  Comndiuonera  of  — 
Compensatifxt  for  Kon-Renewal  of 
Leases.  A  p.  1,  602. 

Crewe,  Earl  vi—Seeretarg  of  Slate/or  ike 

Cohnia. 

Easter  Recees  —  Adjonmmmt  ^tiposak. 

Mar.  30,  63. 

Elementary  Education  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  30,  33-40. 48. 

Movable  Dwellings  Bill,  2b.,  Ap.  1, 
460-463. 

Naval  Repairs  —  Return  as  to  Expenditun 
on  Battleships  and  Cruisers  launched 
since  January,  1898,  Ap.  1,  467. 

Criminal  Appeal 

Rules  (1908>— Copy  Presented,  Apr.  2. 
641;  ilpr.6,882. 


Criminal  Appeal  Aet 

Shorthuid  Writers*  Fsee. 
Q.    Mr.  J,lM. 

Hoi 


Mr. 


VoL  18?:]  ' 


A.   Vx.  T.  Shftir, 


Criminal  Procedure 

Minimum  Penalty  for  certain  Offence*, 
Fixing  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Homimui;    A,   Mr.  H. 
Samoel,'  A-pr.  29,  1243. 

Criminal  Procedure  Bill 

PropoBals  as  to. 
Q.    Ut.  Younger ; 
Apr.  28, 1060. 

Croker  Estate 

Case  of  Mr.  Power. 
Q.    Mr.  Lundon  ;  A.   Mr,  Biirell,  Apr. 
2, 692. 

Crookenden  and  Caaey  Estate 

Shniffs*  Vint  to  Tenants,  Cause  of. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  Kennedy ;  A.   Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  30. 108. 

Crooks.  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  30,  1499-1S08. 
Sleeping-out  —  Police  InBtructions  for 
dealing  with  Offenders,  Apr.  30,  1399. 

Unemployed  Demonstration  at  Manchester, 
Sentence  on  Leaders,  Apr.  24, 1019. 

War  Office  Storehouse  Clerks,  Fa^  al,  Apr. 
30, 1386. 

Woolwicli  Arsenal  Ordnance  Store  Depart- 
mentr— Wages  of  Packers,  Jfor.  30,  S9. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — ^Hiysiaal 
Defects  in  Workman,  Effect  on  In* 
■nraikoe  Schemes,  Apr.  30,  1404. 

Cross,  Tisoonnt 

Movable  Dwellings  Bill,  2B.,  Apr.  1, 462. 

Crown  and  ttoit  Eents 

Redemption  of  Quit  Bents— Rulee  imder 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887. 
Q.    Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;  A.  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  Apr.  28.  1069. 

Crown's  Vominee  Aoconnt 

Abstract  (1907)  Presented,  Apr,  2,  640. 

Cnlllnan,  Mr.  J.  [Tipperary,  S.] 

Clc^heen  Labourras'  Cottages  Sites,  Mar. 
30.  M. 

Corxagnnneen 

Foetal  Fncilitiee. 
Q.    Mr.  K.  O'Brien;   A.   Mr.  Buxtoq, 

Mar.  30,  63. 

Cnrran,  Mr.  P.  [Durham,  Jarrow] 

Navy  Shipbuilding  Programme — Probable 
Effect  of  Lock-ont  in  the  Trade,  Apr. 
29.1074. 

Customs  and  Excise 

Port  Clerkships,  Information  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Alden;     A.   Mr.  Runciman. 
Mar.  31,  296. 

Second  Class  Lower  Section  Clerks,  Increase 
of  Salary  of. 
Q.   Colonel  Se^;  il.  Mr.  Bond- 
mas,  Afr,  '891. 
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Affairs — Correspondence  presented,  Apr, 
27,  1025. 

Archbishopric,   Appointment  to. 
Q.   Mr.   Toxatf;     A.    Colonel  Seely, 
Mag  4,  1633. 

Dailies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  (Ire- 
land) Order 

Grant  for  giving  Effect  to,  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  Barrie ;   A.   Mr.  Birrell,  Apr. 

28,  1063. 

Dartford  Gas  Bill 

0.  Con.*  Apr.  1,  472. 

3a*.,  Apr,  6,  888. 
L  In*.,  Apr.  0.  881. 

Sartmonth,  Earl  of 

Army  Territorial  Force 

Establishment  Grant — Basts  of  Pay< 
ment,  Jfar.  31,  253. 

Horses,  ^ovittion  of  on  Mobilisation, 
Mar.  31,  248,  250. 

Ranges,  Regulations  as  to  Transfer 
or  Abandonment  of.  Mar.  31, 
248,  260. 

Recruiting,  Assistance  to  be  given  by 
Milituy  Authorities,  Mar.  32, 
248. 

Supplemental,  Provision  for.  Mar.  31, 
248,  249. 

"  Unit,"  Definition  of.  Mar.  32,  248. 
250. 

Sartrey  Estate 

Case  of  J.  McKeona. 
Q.   Mr.   Lardner;      A.   Mr.  Birrell. 
Apr.  1,  SOS. 

Davies,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Bristol.  S.] 

Bristol  Post  Office,  Expenditure  on,  Apr. 
2,  723. 

Davoren  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.   Mr.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Cherry,  Mar. 
31,  327. 

Daylight  Saving  BUI 

Select  Committee  nominated,  Apr.  28t 
1106. 

De  MontaltEstote 

Untenanted  Land,  Disposal  ot 
Q.   Mr.  K.  O'Brien ;    A.   Mr.  Birrell. 
Apr,  6,  915. 

Death  Duties 

Agreement  with  France  presented,  Apr, 
27,  1025. 

Deaths 

Ireland — Return  as  to  Deaths  from  Alcohol 
and  Tubercntosis  presented.  May  4, 
1618. 

Sootland— Annual  Report  prMepted,  Mar. 

^*  Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 
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Defence  of  the  Empire 

Amy  Transport  by  Sea  daring  War  Time. 
Q.    Mr.  Holt;  il.    Mr.  MoKenna,  Jfaii. 
4,  1639. 

Delany,  Hr.  W.  rQaeen's  Connty,  Onory] 
Apiculture  Department  Salaries,  Increase 
in  Estimate  for,  Apr.  14,  984. 

Borrows  atate— DispoBal   of  Parrell's 
Farm,  Mar.  30,  69. 

Lyster  Estate  Untenanted  Land,  Offer 
for— Case  of  W.  Phelan,  etc.,  Mar.  31, 

Westmwitli— Case  of  Mrs.  M.  Wilson, 
Apr.  6,  916. 

White  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Mar.  31,  327. 

Bemnaii,  Lord 

Art  Galleries— Reason  for  not  opening  on 
Sunday  from  November  to  March. 
Mar.  31,  259,  262. 

Denmark 

Baoon,  Diseased,  Restrictions  on  Export  of- 
Q.    Mr.  L.  Hardy;     A.    Mr.  Buma, 
Mar.  30,  91. 

Finano(»— Report  presented.  Apr.  2,  634, 

Derby  Oas  BUI 

I  2b».  Apr.  1,  446. 
Jtep*,  Apr.  14,  961. 

Derbyshire 

iWest)  Parliamentary  Election— New  Writ 
fasued,  Apr.  8,  883;  New  Member 
Sworn.  Apr.  28,  llOfi. 

Devlin,  Xr.  J.  [Belfast,  w.] 

Belfast 

Healtii  Commission  Report,  Date  of 
Issning.  etc..  Mar.  30,  107 ;  Mm 
i,  163L  ^ 

Hem-stitehing  Factory  Workers,  Sum- 
mons against,  Apr.  6,  908. 

Post  Office  New  Building,  Ftoposals 
fw,  Apr.  2,  697. 

Unemployment  Statistics.  Mar.  30 
71. 

Iselfast  Union,  Labourers'  Cottages  Appli- 
cations.  Delay  as  to,  Apr.  2,  692. 

Labourers'  Cottages.  Applications  for.  May 
4,  1632. 

Lurgan— Proposals  for  Belief  of  Distress, 
Mar.  30.  70. 

HUk  Supply— Adoption  of  Looal  Regula- 
tions, Apr.  1,  505. 

Portadown— Reposals  for  Relief  of  Dis- 
tress,  Mar.  30,  70. 

Post  Office— Case  of  D.  J.  Long,  Apr.  S, 
943* 

Taberoulosis  among  Children,  Prevalence 
of,  Apr.  1,  480. 
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Dieklnion,  Kr.  W.  H.  [St.  Pancms.  n.j 
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Dewtbvry 

Fftrliamentary  Election— New  Writ  issued, 
Apr.  14,  066;  New  Member  Sworn. 
Apr.  28.  1105. 
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^i^SSE  ^y™*  by  Dealer*.  Apr.  27, 
IQ29. 

DiokeonPoynder,  Bir.J.  [Wltehire.  Chip- 
penham]  ^ 

I-ioeMing  Bill,  2b..  Apr.  28,  1172-118a 

Dilke,  Et.  Hoa  Sir  0.  W  [Gloneeaterdiiie, 
Forest  of  Dean] 

Congo  Free  State 

Annexation  by  Belgium-Terms  of 
rreaty  of  Cession  Apr.  30  1392. 
Papers,  Date  of  Tabling,  Apr,  g8, 1089. 
Indim   Railway   Extension   to  Afahan 

Frontier,  Apr.  29,  1238.  1239. 
Natal  Negotiations  with  Awentina.  In- 

formation  as  to,  Apr.  3,  811. 
Notices  of  Motion  Ballot  for.  Apr.  14, 1001. 
Shops  Bill  2e.  Mav  1,  1634-1543.  isi.'u 

Dillon,  Hr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.J 

Glenaheiry  Explosion,  CironmatanoeB  of- 

Dillon  Estate 

Cardenstown  Farm,  Disposal  of 

Lough  Glynn  House,  PHoo  obtained  for 
Q.   C*ptamCraig;  J.Mr.T.W.Rnaiell. 
Apr.  28,  1101. 

Diplomatio  and  Conndar  Bnildingi 

Enenditnre  on. 
Oa.   Mr.  Haroourt,  Apr.  2.  762  •  Mr 
Bowles  762.  TdsfMr:  WmoS 
Banner,  7e6b 

Docks 

Accidents,  Inquiry  into. 

Dog  Tax 

Dealers,  System  of  Taxing. 
Q.    Mr.  ^okinson;   J.   Mr.  Aaqnlth. 
Apr.  27, 10291  -anqniwi. 

Donelan.  Captain  A.  J.  C.  [<^)rV.  e.] 

Home  Rule— Protests  aganst  British  Ad. 
nunistratiim.  etc..  Mar.  30, 198-200: 


DoBonghmore,  Sari  of 

Army  Territorial  Force— ArtilleiT.  l^i 
mated  Cost  of,  ^pr.  J,  47L^^ 


Doongeelagli  Estate 

Ifemwial  as  to  Purchase  of 
Q    tt.    ^Dowdi    A^  Mr.  BfaeU, 
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Dovgll^,  Sir  G.  [Great  Gtimsb}-] 

Blem^ntarv  Education  (Engluid  and  Wales) 
Bill,  Propoaalg  as  to,  A-pr.  14,  1002, 
1003. 
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Batate  of  Mrs.  Tate,  Miss  Rutledge  and 

Mr.  Cherry, 


Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  A.   [Kent,  St 
AiigiutinB*«] 

Admiralty — Official  Besidenoes  for  First 
Lixd  and  First  Sea  Lord,  Progress 
made  with,  Apr.  2,  731,  732. 

Army — Disposal  of  St.  Geofge's  Bwraoks, 
Apr.  2,  732. 

Biuinau  at  the  Houae,  Coarse  of*  Apr.  30, 
U1& 

Civil  Senrioe  Estimates — Be>nambering 
of  Votes,  proposed,  Apr.  2,  716. 

Death  of  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannwman, 
Apr.  27,  103ft-1038. 

Dover  Castle— Use  aa  Official  Residence 
by  the  Warden,  Apr.  2,  734,  736. 

Duke  of  York's  School 

Furniture  removed  to  Dotoc,  Estimate 

for.  ^pr.  2,  734. 
New  Buildings,  Bate  of  Transfer  to, 

Apr.  2,  734. 

Law  Courts,  New,  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation      Apr.  2,  733. 

Licensing  Bill,  2k..  Apr.  30, 1434. 

Referring  to  a  Committee  oi  the  Whole 
House,  May  4,  1669. 
Mall  to  Charing  Cross— Date  ot  Opening, 

Apr.  2,  731. 
National  Gallery  Extension,  Proposab  as 

to,  Apr.  2,  732. 

Fbst  Office 

Coal,  Eslamate  for,  Apr.  2, 717. 

Oeneiml  Post  Office  New  Buildings, 
Expenditure  on,  Apr.  £,  716. 

Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr.  2,  716, 
717. 

Stationery  Office  Warehouse,  Expenditure 

on.  Apr.  2,  734. 
W aimer  Castle,  Maintenance  of,  Apr.  2, 

734. 

Dover  Oaftle 

Use  of,  as  Official  Residence  by  the 
Warden. 

09.    Mr.  A.  Douglas.  Apr.  2.  734, 
736  i  Mr.  Harcourt,  786. 

Dorar  Graving  Dooki  Bill 

c  Sep.*  Apr.  2,  638. 
Con.*  Apr.  24.  967. 

Down 

(West)  Parliamentary  Eleotiwi— NewMem- 
ber  sworn,  Jfor.  30,  112. 

DnyeottOMBOl 

c  Con.*  Apr.  6,  886. 
3b.*  Apr.  27, 1021. 

SI 


Mr.  M'Loughry,  Sale  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Meehan ;  A. 
Apr.  6, 900. 


DnmkenneH 

Convictions  in  England  and  Wales  (1906-7) 
Q.    Sir  H.  Kimber  ;  A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
May  4,  1623. 

Dtt  CrOI.  Mr.  A.  [Haatinga] 

Germany — Conditions  and  Cost  of  Living  in. 
Date  of  publishing  Report,  Mar.  40, 
89. 

DnbUtt 

Crown  Jewels,  Loss  of,  see  under  Ireland. 

Government  Employees,  Wages  of. 

Q.    Mr.   Field ;      A.    Mr.  Runciman, 
Apr.  14,  992. 

Kingstown,  eee  that  title. 

Post  Office — Case  of  J.  Koenan. 
Q.    Mr.  Nauietti ;     A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
ifar.  30,  68. 


Dublin  and  Central 
Power  Bill 

e.  Stp.*  Apr.  1.  472. 


Ireland  Eleetrio 


Dublin  and  Sontli  Eaatem  Bailwar  BUI 

c.  3b.*  Mar.  30,  54. 
(.  IB.*  Mar.  31,  246. 

Dudley 

post  Office — ^Wages  of  Employees. 
Qt.  Mr.  Staveley-Hill ;  Aa.  Mr.  Bnxton, 
Apr.  2,  641. 

Dnlfy,  Mr.  V.  J.  [Oalway,  S.] 

Tiemey,  M.,  Case  of,  Apr.  6, 906. 

Dnke  of  Tork'a  Sdhool 

Administration  at  Estate. 
Q.    Mr.  Homiman ;  A.    Mr.  Haldane. 
Apr.  27,  1031. 

Chelsea  Site,  Disposal  of. 
Oit.  Mr.  8.  Wortley,  Apr.  2,  737  i  Mr. 
Harcourt,  737,  742,  749;  Major 
Anstruther-Grav.  740.  743 ;  Mr. 
Cochrane,  748,  749 ;  Lord  Bi^earres. 
760. 

Funds  fOT  Acquisition  of  Sites,  etc.,  Origin 
of. 

Q.    Mr.  Homiman;   A.    Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Apr.  27,  1030. 

Furniture  removed  to  Dover,  Estimate 
for. 

09.    Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Apr.  2,  734. 

New  Buildings,  Date  of  Transfer  to. 
Oa.    Mr.  A.  Doi^las,  Apr.  2,  734 ;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  736. 

New  Site,  Information  as  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Hart-Davies;  ^.    Mr.  Haldane, 

Mar.  30,^  C  t-in^i^ 

Digitized  by  VoiOO^:rrt. 
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Dnncaili  Mr.  0*  [Barrow-in-FumeBs] 

Coroners'  InqnMtB*  ffill,  2B.,  Apr.  3,  876- 


(ToL  im. 


878. 

DanOftn,    Mr.    [Lanarkahire,  Govan] 

Camberwetl  (Peckham)  Parlinmentary 
Election  Expenditure,  Legality  of — 
Inquiry  proposed,  Mar.  30,  97. 

C!oloQie3,  Tariff  Reduction  Proposals  be- 
tween, Apr.  28,  1087. 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales) 
Bill — Statements  made  by  President 
of  Board  of  Trade,  Apr.  30.  I4I4. 

Dnndalk  TTrban  District  Coimoil  BUI 

c  R'.p.*  Apr.  2,  638. 
Con.*  Apr.  27,  1021. 
3B.*  Apr,  30,  1373. 

Dundee 

Post  Office — Wages  of  Employees. 

Q,    Mr.  Wilkie  ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton.  Apr. 
2,  643. 

Datton's  Blaoklmni  Brewery 

Re-flotation,    Connection    of  Patronage 
Secretary  with. 
Oa.    Mr.  G.  Faber,  Apr.  30,  1421, 
1422 ;    Mav    4,    1670 ;  Mr. 
Speaker,  1671 ;  Mr.  G.  Wbiteley. 
1671-1674. 

Drnrt 

Assault  on  Mr.  C.  G.  Mahon. 
Q.J  Captain  Craig        Hr.  Birrall,  Jf(^ 
4,  1629. 

County  Court  Business,  Facilities  for  Trans- 
acting. 

Q.   Mr.  Nield  ;  A.   Sir  W.  Robson, 
Apr.  2,  686. 

Earthenware  and  CUna 

Lead-poisoning   Committee,  Conttitution 


of. 


Q.    Mr.  Wedgwood  ;  A. 
stone,  Apr.  6.  937. 


Mr.  Olad- 


Eaiington  and  Kilnsea 

Coast   Erosion,   Measures   nwstmaxy  to 

check. 

Qa.  Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson;  Aa.  Mr. 
Kearley.  Apr.  29,  1243. 

Baster  Seeen 

Adjournment  Proposals. 
Oa.    Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  £wl  of 

Crewe,  Mar,  30,  62. 
Q.  Mr.  ReesM.  Mr.  Asquith,  Jfor. 

110. 

Motion  for  Adjownmsnl  (Mr.  Whiteley,  Mr. 
Speaker),  Apr.  14,  1000,  1001. 

EooleHastieal  Comndaeionen 

Leisn4.  Liabilitv  for   Compensation  on 
Non-renewil 

Qa.  SI'  R.  Cie-ner ;  Aa.  Mr. 
Tomkinstm,  Ay.  SSj  1069. 
1099. 

82 


Bdinbnrgh 

Law  Courts,  Expenditure  on. 
Oa.    Mr.  Morton,  Apr.  2.  746. 

EdinbTirffli  Corporation  (Tramways,  etc( 
Order  Confirmation  Bill 

e.  la.*  Apr.  27,  1022. 

Education,  Board  of 

President — Rt.  Hon.  W.  Kunciman. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Mr.  T.  McK. 
Wood. 

Legal  Advisers.  Duties  and  Salariea  of. 
Qa.   Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  Aa.  Mr.  McKaua. 
Apr.  6,  946. 

Ednoation  (England  and  Wales) 

[For  FarUcalar  Places  au  Uletr  Namea.] 

Average  of  AtteodHioe  and  Number  of 

School  Places  in  1907. 

Q.  Mr. Lane- Fox;  A.  Mr.MoKeona, 

Apr.  1,  600. 

Code,  Date  of  Presenting. 
Q.    Sir  V.  Powell ;  A.    Mr.  McKeani. 
Mar.  30,  04. 

Coins   imitated  in    Silvered  CardboarJ. 
Inscription  on. 

Q.  Mr.  fiottomley  ;  A.  Mr.  Rim-i- 
man,  Apr.  29,  1251. 

Looal    Committee    Members    acting  ai 
Magistrates. 

Qa.  Mr.  Bowie! ;  Aa.  Sir  W.  Rob- 
son,  Apr.  C,  948. 

Medical  Inspection — Tabling  Statemeal  as 
to  Cost,  proposed. 

q.  Mr.  H.  P.  Pease  :  A.  Mr. 
Runciman,  Apr.  29,  1255. 

Sohoal  Building  Grants — Statom'vil  as  to 
Applications  received,  Prasmteti. 
Apr.  14.  982,  974. 

Seoon''ary  Schools — Regulations  Prewnt«i'', 
Apr.  14,  962.  974. 

Teacbers  Registration  Oouncil 

Position    of    Registrar    under  New 
Scheme. 

Q,     Sir  P.  Magnui  i  A.  Mr. 
MoKenna,  Apr.  2,  682. 

Proposals  as  to. 

Q.    Sir    P.    Magnus}    A.  31r. 
McKenna,  Apr.  2,  683. 

Trainii^ — Preliminary  Edacation  Regnli* 
tions  Presented,  Apr.  14,  063,  97& 

Training  Colleges^  Religious  Instnictioo 
given  in. 

Qa.  Lord  R.  Cecil ;  Aa.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Apr.  2,  644 ;  Ajr.  6, 
947. 

Voice  Production  and  Training,  Inquiry 
into,  proposed.  i 
Q.     Sir  W.  J.  Collins ;  A.  Mr. 
Runciman,  Apr.  29,  1251. 

Education  (Ireland) 

[Fof  Piitt'u'ar  Places,  see  tteir  Ncmet 
Grant,  P'-fjpofli'fi  for  Increasing. 

Mr.  .T.  Murphy,  Mr.  J.  Re  l-^ond ; 
\   Aa.   Mr.  Bunoimui,  Apr*  6,  96'. 

D  g  tzed  byGoOgld*^ 
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Edneation  (Ireland)— 

Intennediate 

Report  Presented,  A-pr.  27,  102S. 
Rules 

Amendmeat,  Proposals  for  Cm- 
ferenoe  on. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  ^.  Mr. 
T.  W.  Ruseell,  Apr. 
29,  1260. 

Opportunity  for  DiscnBsing. 
Q.    Mr.  O'Malley  ;  A,    Hr.  T. 
W.  RosseU,  Apr.  29.  1260. 
King's  Soholars  Trained  (1900-6). 

Q.    Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell. 
ifar.  30,  lOfl. 
National  Sohool  Teachers'  Pendon  System. 
Q.  Mr.  Ctanoy  ;  A.   Mr.  Bunciman, 
Apr.  2,  604. 

Role  187(>  Aeoommodation  required  by. 
Q.  Ux,  Sloan;  A.  Uz.  Binell,  Apr.  2 
668. 

Tabttceulosis  am<mg  Children,  Prevalence 
of. 

a.  Mr.  Derlin ;     A.  Ifr.  Birrell. 
Apr.  2,  480. 
Union  Jaok,  Display  of,  on  School  Build- 
ings. 

Qs,  Captain  Craig;  A».  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  30,  101. 

Ednoation,  Scotland 

Viee-Prenient  of  the  Ctwnetf— Kt.  Hon. 
J.  Sinclair. 

[For  Particular  Places,  see  their  tfamea.'] 

General  Reports  (1907)  Presented,  Apr.  14, 
963,  973  J  Apr.  29,  1232;  Maj  4, 
1618. 

Legislative  Proposaltt. 
6a.  Mr.  A.  Bryce,  Apr.  14,  1014. 

Nature  Study  nnd  Science  Teachini; — 
Memorandum  Presented,  Apr.  6,  882, 
890. 

Secondary  Schools  Granta — Regulat  iona 
Present-d,  Apr.  27,  1024. 

Training  Eegulations  Presented,  .-1  pr.  ■  14, 
063,  973. 

Eduoation  (ConsoUdatioiL  and  Amend- 
ment) BUI 

c.  iB.*  Ai>r.  30,  1418. 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act 

Number  of  Children   Fed   during  Wcpk 
ended  Slat  March — Comparison  with 
Berlin  Schools. 
Q.  I>[r.  Haddock;  A.  Sfr.  M'tKenna, 
Mar.  31,  321. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill 

Memorandum     Explanatory,  Presentod, 

May  1.  1533. 
Printing,  Proposals  for. 
Qs.  Sir  H.  Craik;     Aa.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
^pr.  2,  689. 
Women  Voters,  Effect  on  Position  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Watt ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair.  A^. 
S03. 
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Edwardh  Mr.  A.  C.  [Denbigh  District] 

Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  American  Com- 


petition on,  Apr.  14,  1016. 

Egypt 

Administration,    Competence  of  Khedive 
to  make  Changes  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Kettle;     A.  Sir  E.  Grey, 
Apr.  2,  645. 

Admiralty  Dredgers,  Period  of  Lending. 
Q.  lb.   Bellairs;     A.  Mr,  MnKenna. 
Apr.  30,  1382. 

Animals,  Protection  of,  against  Cruelty. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson ;    ^.  Sir  K 
Grey,  Apr.  2,  672. 

British  Advisers,  Powers  and  Duties  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Kettle ;    A.^K.  Chey,  Apr.  2» 
672. 

Consulate  Buildings  in. 

0».  Mr.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  2,  758;  Mr. 
Fell,  759 ;   Mr.  Haroourt,  762. 

Crime.  Proposals  for  Dealing  with  Increase 
in. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson;    A.  Sir 
E.  Grey,  Ajw.  30,  1306. 

Finances,   Administration,   etc. — Beporte 
Presented,  Apr.  30,  1377. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson;    A.  Sir 
E.  Grey.  Apr.  30,  1396. 

Mecca  Pilgrims,  Measures  for  Safeguarding. 
Q.  Hr.  Wedgwood ;  A.  iSr.  Rundman, 
Mar.  30,  87. 

Egyptian  Onaranteed  Loan  of  1885 

Accounts  Presented,  Apr.  14,  965,  975. 

Eleotrio  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(Ko.  1)  BiU 

c.  lB.»  Apr.  29,  1226. 

Electric  Lighting  FroTisional  Orders 
(Ho.  3)  Bill 

e.  iR.*  Apr.  29,  1225. 

Elementary  Edncation  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill  [i-l.] 

f.  2b.,  Mar.  30,  3. 

Clause  3,  Sub-section  3,  Transfers  Per- 
mitted by. 
Q.  Mr.  Nield;    A.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  2,  655. 

Government -Proposals  as  to. 

Os.  Sir  G.  Doughty,  Apr.  14,  1002, 

1003;     Mr.  C.  Hay,  Mr.  G. 

Whiteley,  Apr.  28,  1224. 
Q.  Mr.    Clough,    Mr.    Lane-Fox ; 

As.  Mr.  Asquith,  Apr.  2,  700. 

Statements  made  by  Mr.  Churchill. 
Qs.  Mr,  Lyttelton,  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Mr.  R.  Duncan ;     Aa.  Mr. 
Asquith,  Apr.  30,  1413. 

Qnmta  included  in  Estimate. 
Q.  Mr.  Nield ;  A.  Mr.  AfoKenna,  Apr.  2, 
664. 

Headmasters  of  abandoned  Schools,  Posi- 
tion of. 

9.  Sur  G.  S.  Roberteon;    A.  Mr 
MoKei^„^gy.y/,  32L.C 
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Blementaxy  Ednoation  (England  and 
Walei  BilW-eewi*. 

Second  Beading  Date  of  Taking. 

Q.  Ur.  Brldgeman ;     A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar,  31,  S80. 

Teaohera — Power  to  Compel  to  give  B«> 
ligioDi  Inn  traction. 
Qt.    Colonel  Warde  ;      At.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Mar.  30,  61.  93. 


Ellenboron^,  Lord 

Naval  Bepairs — Return  as  to  Expenditure 
on  Battleshipe  and  Cruisere  Launched 
aince  January  1898,  Apr.  1,  466-468. 

Ellii.  Bt  Hon.  J.  £.  [Nottioghsm,  Bushcliffe] 
Home  Rale — Proteats  against  British  Ad. 
miniatraticm,  etc..  Mar.  30,  205 — 210- 

Natal — Trial  of  Dinizulu,  Chaives  and 
Prooednre,  Mar.  31,  310.  312;  Apr. 
29.  1S39,  1240. 

Railway  Emplc^ment  (n«rention  of  Acci- 
dents) Aot,  1900 

Appointments  and  Inquiries  under 
and  Rules  formulated,  Apr.  2, 
649,  650. 

R^Iways — Reports  on 

Automatio  Coaplings.  Apr.  2,  649. 

Ely  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Keating. 
Q.   Hr.   F&enoh;      A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
Mag  4,  1630. 

Enfield 

Tacoine  Station  at. 
Oa.    Mr.  Lapton,  Apr.  2.  757. 

Engines  and  Boilers  (Persons  in  Chane) 
(Ko.  2)  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Apr.  28,  1 106. 

EnBis 

Case  of  M.  Burke. 
Q.    Cnptain  Craig ;     A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  1,  504. 

Erasmas  Smith's  Schools  Estate 

Sale  PropOHats 

Q.    Mi.  Lundon ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Apr  2, 
693. 

EtToll,  Earl  of 

Army  Territorial  Force  Artillery 
Estimated  Cost  of,  Apr.  1,  470. 
Value  as  a  Fighting  Force,  A  pr.  1, 470 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  0.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Courtown  Harbour  Improvements,  Decision 
as  to,  Apr.  14,  987. 

Essex,  lb.  B.  V,  [Olonceatersfaire,  Ciren- 
cester] 

Castle  Morton  Schoolhouse,  Use  of,  for 
Political  Gathering,  Apr.  1,  494. 

Esslemont,  Kr.  0.  B  [Ahertleen.  S] 

Railways — Caledonian  and  North  foitish 
Componioa,  Agreement  between,  Apr. 
2S,  1090. 
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Estates  of  BeceaMd  Persons 

ConTentitKi  with  IVanoe  aa  to. 
(j.   Colonel  Ix»kwood ;        Blr.  Bnnci. 
man,  Apr.  6,  896. 

Evans,  Sir  B.  %-~8tiicUor-43tatrfd  [OUnuH- 
gon.  Mid.] 

Costs  in  Oiminal  Cmbs  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  1, 
657,  669. 

Lioenaing  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  29,  1284-1297. 
Evioted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act.  1007 


Treasury  Relations  Presented,  Apr.  28, 
1048. 

Exeheqner  and  Audit  Department 

Assistant  Comptroller,  Qualifications  6t. 
Q.   Mr.  Field;     A.  Mr.  Bunciman. 
Apr.  14,  991. 

Case  of  BIr.  Gleadowe. 
Q.   Mr.  Field ;     A.   Hi.  Rnnciman, 
Apr.  2.  648. 
Colonial  Audit  Branch,   Ctmditions  of 
Appointment  to. 

Qt.    ib.  Field;    A«.    Mr.  Rmaci- 
man,  Apr.  8,  006. 

Comptroller  and  Aoditor-GMicral,  Age  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Field;     A.   Mr.  Bunciman. 
Apr.  14,  991. 

Duplicate  Books  kept  in. 
Q.    Mr.  fHeld;     A.    Mr.  Runciman, 
Apr.  6,  908. 

Entrance  Examination,  Failures  fo  Pass. 
Q.    'iSx.  Field ;    A.    Mr.  Runciman, 
Apr.  11,  990. 

Examiner  Class,  Position  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Field ;     A.   Mr.  Bunciman. 
Apr.  14,  988. 

Prin^al  Clerk  of  Fifth  Division,  Honrs 

Q.    Mr.  Field  ;  A.    Mr.  Runciman, 

Apr,  14,  992. 

Promotion  System. 
Qn.    Mr.  Field :  An.     Mr.  Runeinan. 
Apr.  14,  989,  990, 

Explosions 

Dinas  Main  Colliery — Report  Presented, 
Apr  29,  1232. 

EzplOBives 

C>)rdit« 

Amount  containing  Mercuric  Chloride 
on  board  Ships  and  Ashore. 
Qs.    Mr.   Bollairs,   Mr.  Mycr. 
Lord  R.  Cecil;    A  a.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Apr.  28,  1076. 
Qa.    Mr.  Ashley.  Mr.  BelUirs, 
Mr.    Bowles;      A*.  Mr. 
McKenna.  Apr.  SO,  1383. 
Qt.    Mr.  Bellaira;     At.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Ma»  4,  1S4L 
Conference — ^Terms  of  Reference. 
Qt.   Hr.  Hay ;  At.   Mr.  Halduie. 
Apr.  2.  666L 

Destruction.  Particulars  as  to. 
Qt.   Mr.  Bellaira ;  At.  Mr.Haldaae. 
Apr.  3,  816. 

Digitized  by 
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Ezplosives— eonf. 
Conlile — eont. 

Quantity  refused  to  be  taken  back 
hy  Messrs.  Kynooh. 
Qs.   Mr.    Bellaira.    Lord  B. 
Cecil;   At.     Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  28,  1079. 

Be-iflsue.  War  Office  Regulations  as  to. 
Q.   Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  28,  1080. 
Tests,  Valne  of,  etc. 
Qt.    Lord   Baloarres;      As.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  6,  925. 

New  Teat  for  and  Amount  rejected. 
Qa.   Visooont  HelmsleT,  Lord 
Baloarres,   Mr.  Mitchell- 
Thomson,    Mr.    Bellairs ; 
'  A  8.    Mr.   Ha  Idsne,  Mr. 

Speaker,  Mar.  30,  79. 
Silver  Test,  Value  of. 

Qe.  Mr.  Bellairs,  Lord  B. 
Cecil ;  A«.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  28,  1077. 
Qg.  Mr.  Bellairs,  Lord  B. 
Cecil ;  As.  Mr.  McKenna, 
May  4.  1641. 

Inspectors,   Conditions   of   Appointing — 
Case  of  Captain  Lloyd. 
Q.    Mr.  E.  Cecil;    A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Apr.  30,  1381. 

Kynooh  Case — Hardship  entailed  on  Work- 
people. 

Qa.  Mr.  E.  Cecil,  Mr.  J.  Hope, 
Mr.  Bellairs  t  Aa.  Mr.  Hal. 
dane,  Apr.  36,  1387. 

Bayleigh  Committee— Terms  of  Besotution. 
Q.   Mr.  Bellairs;    A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
May  4,  1653. 

Explosives  Act 

Amendment  Proposals. 

Q.    Sir  P.  Banbury;     A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Apr.  28,  1054. 

Exports  and  Imports 

Lnportod  Articles — Method  of  Striking 
Average  Price. 

Q.    Mr.  Bowles;    A.    Mr.  Lloyd 
Georgo,  Apr.  6,  939. 

Bevenue  from  Import  Duties.  See  Bovenue— 
Import  Duties, 

Faler,  Capt.  W.  V.  [Hampshire,  Andover] 
Accrington — ^Population    and  Licensing 
Statistics,  Apr.  28,  1091. 

Annj 

Territorial  Artillery,  Pay  of,  Apr.  30, 
1379. 

Tidworth  Barracks — Oanos  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Apr.  30,  137y. 

Camborwell  (Pockhara)  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tion, Drunkenness  Charges  and  Liquor 
Consumption,  Apr.  2,  673. 

Cattle  Slaughter,  Compensation  for,  j4pr.  2, 

677. 

Colonies,  Race  Question — Elaboration  of 
Imperial  Sclwme,  proposed,  Mar. 
31,  302. 
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Paber,  Capt.  W.  T.— 

Liquor  Traffic — Govormnent-owned  Pro- 
ixjrty.  Sale  of,  Apr.  28,  1102. 

Navy — Torpedoes,  Speed  of  and  Use  of 
Bow  Tube,  Apr.  2,  662.  663. 

Nelson — Population  and  Licensing  Statis- 
tics, Apr.  28,  1091. 

North  Camberwell  Radical  Clnb,  Allega- 
tions against — Case  of  B.  0.  Dmm- 
mond,  Apr.  30,  1400. 

Rifle  Clubs,  8ale  of  Converted  Rifles  to, 
Apr.  30,  1378. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905— AppUoa* 
tion  to  Soldiers,  Apr.  30,  1378. 

Paber,  Mr.  G.  D.  [York] 

Aerated  Drinks.  Women  Employed  in 
Manufacturing.  Apr.  29,  1248. 

Costs  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  1, 

560. 

Dutton's  Blackburn  Brewery — ^Beflotation, 
Cmmection  of  Patronage  Secretary 
with.  Apt.  30, 1421, 1422 ;  Jfay  tf.  1670. 

Land  Purohaae — ^Finanoial  Proposals, 
Apr.  6,  896. 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  29,  1333-1338; 
Apr.  30,  1418-1428. 

Prosecution  of  Oflencen  (Amendment) 
Bm,  Com.,  Apt.  1,  553,  6S4. 

Paotories  and  Workshops 

Accidents  Reported,  Increase  in. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  B.  Macdonald;     A,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  May  4,  1665. 

Inspeotor 

Nominations  for  Examinations  for. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald ;   A.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  May  4,  1654. 

Qualifications  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  a  Bbodooald ;   A.  Mr. 
Gladstone.  May  4,  1655. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act  (1901) 
Amendment  Bill 

1b.*  Apr.  30.  1418. 

Farmers*  Co  operative  Societies 

Encouragement  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Foil:     A.    Sir  E,  St»K^» 
Mar.  30,  95. 

ParreU,  Mr.  J.  [Longford.  N.] 

Army — Case  of  Private  CotluiiiL,  Apfi 
1,  486. 

Bond  Estate  Evicted  Tenants,  Cases  of^ 
Mar.  3J,  320. 

Bonlahy  Postal  Facilities,  Apr,  £,  1HU  . 

Cannichael  O'Ferrall  Estate  ft^ 
pcsats,  Apr.  J,  470. 

Cooldoney— Case  of  P.  Beil^,  MtW.  AT* 
326. 

Davoren  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Mar.  3l, 
327. 

Idsnageeragb,   Salo   Proposals.  J/ar. 
301. 
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Turell,  Mr.  J.-eoiU. 

ApplicstHnu  for  Sales  of  Estates,  Mar. 

30,  106. 

Extra  Police,  Employineiit  of.  Mar. 

31,  301. 

Labourera   Act  Inquiry — Cause  for 
Delay,  Mar.  31,  301. 
Haoonohy   Estate  Vestii^  Orders,  Issue 
of.  Mar.  30,  105. 

Fairer,  Lord 

MoTabto  Dwellings  Bill.  2h..  Apr.  1,  462- 
464. 

Fell,  Xr.  A.  [Gnsat  Yannoath.] 

Admiralty— Contract  for  Scarves,  Mar. 
30,  74. 

Africa,  British  ConsnlateB  in,  Apr-  2,  TA:>, 
780. 

Agriculture,    Board  of — Inadequacy  cf 
Premises,  Apr.  2,  766. 

Aliens  Act — Issae  of  New  Regulation 
May  4,  1658. 

Egypt,  Consulate  Buildings  in,  Apr.  2,  7t'J 

Fannera'  Co-operative  Societies,  Enoouragc- 
ment  of.  Mar.  30, 95. 

Granite 


JTor.  SO—ifay  4. 

Ferries  (Ireland)  Bill 

c  2ft.,  Apr.  l.eOfJ. 


Norwegi^  Honrs  of  Labour, 
Mar.  30,  89. 


etr.. 


Wages  and   Hours  of  Labour  in 
Quarries,  Apr.  2,  676. 

Home  Office — Internal  Structural  Altera- 
tions, Cost  of.  Apr.  2,  766. 

Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  American  Com- 
petition on,  Apr.  6,  &41  ;  Apr.  14. 1014. 

Law  Courts,  Kew  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of,  Apr.  2,  742. 

Manchuria — Consulate  at  Mukden,  Ex- 
penditure on,  Apr.  2,  760. 

Militia  Non-Commiasioned  Oflloers  of 
Permaneiit  Btatf— Position  und«r  Mow 
Scheme,  Apr.  2,  817. 

Navy 

Dockyards  Stonemasons.  Rate  of  Pav 
of,  Apr.  2,  668. 

Bosyth  Works— British  Granite.  Uso 
of.  Mar.  30,  73.  74. 

Paris,  Coat  of  Embaaay  at,  Apr.  2,  759 
760. 

Shanghai  Consulate  Oaol  —  Expenditure 

on  Boundary  WftH.  Apr.  2,  791). 
Shops  Bill,  2b.,  May  1,  1574-1570. 

Solent,  Juriadiction  over  Navigation  in, 
-4pf.  30,  1386;  May  4,  1641. 

Sugar  {^oduction  in  Unitod  King<Iom. 
Encouragement  of.  May  4,  1023. 

!bawv«al  Mines— Labour  Statistics.  Avr. 
6,  931. 

White  Labour  in  Mines,  Experiment 
with.  May  4,  1661. 

Volunteers  DrUI  Halls,  Proposals  for  taking 
over,  Apr.  J,  4»7,  488. 
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Loans  for  Erecting.  Conditions  of  G^antis^ 
Q.   Sir  J.  Brmmer;    A.   Hr.  Bvni, 

Apr.  28,  1069. 

Fetherstonhaagh,  Xr.  O.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 
Ballyoastlo  Pier,  Decision  m  to,  Apr.  2, 
690. 

Killyliss— Case  of  J.  Dickie,  Apr.  0, 898. 

Largy  School  Teacher,  Lic«iaed  FlremiM 
owned  by,  Apr.  3,  814  i  Apr.  14,  099. 

Ordnuioe  Survey  Haps.  Place  of  Eagraving, 

Apr.  2,  661. 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b:.,  Apt.  3.  8j6- 
858. 

Quit  Bents — Redemption  of  Rules  under 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887.  Apr- 
28.  1069. 

Fethentonbangh  Estate  | 

Untennnted  Land,  Dispositl  of.  | 
Q.    Ur.   Lonsdale;     A.    Mr.  Birrc'l, 
Apr.  28,  lOeS.  ' 

Ffrenoh,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 

Black  Scab,  Sfoasnres  for  Checking,  Jfor. 
31,  324. 

Boxwell  EsUte— Case  of  Mrs.  Murphy, 
Mar.  30,  100. 

Ely  Estate— Case  of  J.  Keating,  Jtfay  4. 

1630. 

Industries,  Protection  of — French  Finn 
Fined  for  Sale  of  Laoe,  etc.,  .47>r.  I, 
483. 

Roads,  Exchequer  Contribution  towards 
,   Upkeep,  proposed,  Apr.  1,  485. 

Tomplemore  Evicted  Tenants.  Reinstate' 
ment  of.  May  4,  1620. 

Veterinary  Suneona  Act  Amendment 
Proposals,  'notests  against.  Mar.  30, 
102. 

Walker  Estate— Case  of  J.  Brett,  Mar.  SO. 
100. 

Works  fionrd  Loans.  Conditions  of  Grant- 
ing in  Ireland,  Mar.  31,  329;  Apr.  4. 
690, 

Field,  Kr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Brewery  Stock  Operatjoni* — Protwtion  <if 
JnvoHtont.  Mar.  31,  298. 

Dublin  Government  Employees,  Wagrs 
of,  Apr.  U,  092. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 

Assistant  Comptroller,  Qualifications 
of.  Aft.  14,  001. 

Case  of  Mr,  Gleadove,  Apr.  2,  64& 

Colonial  Audit  Branch,  Conditions 
<rf  Appointment  to,  Apr.  906. 
907. 

leral.  Age 
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Exchequer  and  Audit  Department — eont. 

Duplicate  Books  kept  in,  Apr.  6, 
908. 

Entrance  Examination,  Failure  to 
Pass.  Apr.  14,  990. 

Examiner  Class,  Position  of,  Apr,  14, 
988. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Fifth  DivisioQ, 
Honn  of,  Apr.  14,  9^ 

Promotion  System,  Apr.  14,  989, 
990. 

Food  Preservatives,  Standard,  Fixing  of, 
proposed,  Apr.  S7,  1031. 

.  Irish  Acooimts,  Audit  of,  Apr.  14,  992. 

Loeal  Government  Board  Auditors,  Work 
and  Payment  of,  Apr,  14,  990. 

Heat 

Carcases  of  Calves  Imported  from 
Holland  and  Belgium,  Apr,  14, 
988. 

Import  Begutations,  Apr.  14,  994. 
PDBtOfBoe 

Medio&l  Officers,  Salaries  and  Leave 
of,  Apr.  14,  970. 

SurvOTor's  DiatriotB,  Number  of,  Apr. 
S,  811. 

Women  Clerks — Procedure  in  Trans- 
ferring to  Dublin,  Apr.  2,  647. 

Public  Health  (Regulation  of  Foods)  Act, 
1907 — Date  of  Pablishing  Begnlations, 
Apr.  14,  994. 

Treasury   Permanent  Assistant  Secretary 
—Election  of  tSx.   Blain,  Apr.  2,  • 
648. 

Fiennes,  Mr.  £.  E.  [Oxfordshire,  Banbury] 
Children  taken  into  Public -houses.  Report 
on,  Apr.  2,  644. 

Transvaal — ^White  Labour  in  Mines*  Result 
of  Experiment,  Apr.  6t  030. 

Volunteers — Long-aervioe  Afodal,  Award 
of,  Apr.  0,  023.- 

Fife  Coal  Company 

Explosion  at  Colliery — Evidence  of  HoQinn. 
Q.    Mr.   T.   F.   Richards;      A.  Mr. 
Gladstone.  Apr.  6,  892. 

Finance  Act,  1907 

Section  10 — Extension  to  share  Capital 
proposed. 

Q.   Mr.  Healy:   A,    Mr.  Asquilh, 
Har.  31,  299. 

Finehley  Urban  Sistrlot  Connoil  Bill 

c.  3b.*  Mar.  30,  54. 
U  Ik.*  Mar.  31,  245. 

Fire  Inquest!  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Jfw.  31,  331.  i 

First  uonuniisioner  of  Work; 

A.  Hon.  L.  Hareourt. 

a7 


First  lord  of  the  Admiralty 

St.  Hon.  S.  MeKauui. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

jRL  Hon.  B.  H.  AaquUh. 

■  1 

Fiscal  Policy 

Manufactured    Imports,    Objeetions  to 
Duties  on. 
Oa  Mr.  Hond.  Mar.  31,  40^13, 
431 ;  Hr.  R.  Rea,  413-41S.  426 ; 

Mr.  Hills.  415-422;  Mr.  Cox, 
420-425;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
42&-438  ;  Mr.  Runoiman.  438- 
440. 

Tanff  iac  Revenue  Purposes  only,  pro- 
posed, 

Oa.   m.  Mood,  Mar.  31.  411-413. 

FiBheries 

Nets  destroyed  by  Trawlers— Ifeasures  for 
Prosecution  of  Offenders. 
Qa.   Mr.  Weir;  At.  ISr.  Sinobir, 
Apr.  2,  688. 

Scotland — Protection  of  Fishing  Grounds. 
Q,    &b.  Morton;^.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Moif  4,  1640. 

Funds  available  for  Additional  Cruiser. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;    A.   Mr.  Siulair, 
Apr.  2,  688. 

Trawling 

British  Vessels  registered  in  Norway — 
Provision  of  Norwegian  Law. 
Q.   Mr.   Watt;     A,    Sir  E. 
Grey,  Mar.  31,  313. 

Prosecutions   round   Scottish  Coast 
(1907). 

Q.    Mr.    Weir ;  ^.  Mr. 

Sinclair,    Apr.    2,  688. 

Regulation    of    Operations  outside 
Territorial  Waters,  Proposals  for. 
Q.   Mr.  AsUn;        A.  Bfr. 
Sinclair,  Mar.  31,  323. 

Fishgnard  and  Rosslare  Bftilwayj  and 

Harbours  fiUl 

I.  3b.*  Mar.  31.  246. 
c.  IB.*  Apr.  1.  473. 
2R.*Apr.27, 103L 

Fitsmaurioe,   Lord  —  Vnder-Sceretary  for 

Foreign  Affairs. 

Persian    Frontier.    Safegunrding  British 
Interests  on,  Jlfar.  30,  f.0>-^2. 


Fitzwilliam  Estale 

Case  of  M.  Brien. 

Q.   Mr.  James  O'Connor; 
Birrell,  Jfor.  30,  67. 


A.  Mr. 


Flynn.  Mr.  J.  C.  [Cork,  N.] 

Hill  (Del  Rr)  SsUte    Ssle  Proposals, 
Apr.  2,  656. 

Natal— Dinizulo,  Trial  of,  Chargps  ani 
^  Procedure,  ^^.,|^^^Q(3Qg[e 
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Fodder  and  Litter 

Peat  Ho8B  Importatifui,  Duiger  of. 
Q.   Hr.  L.  Hardy ;  A.  Sir  Straohey, 
Mar.  30,  M. 

Food 

FttHmtiTca  Standard,  lixing  of,  pro- 
powd. 

Q.   Mr.  Field;      A.,   Mr.  Bums. 
Apr.  27,  1031. 

Reduction  of  Import  Duties  on,  propoaed. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  F.  Mason ;  A.  Mr.Asquith, 
Apr.  2,  700. 

Foot  and  Xonth  Disease 

Holland,  Export  of  Daiij  Produce  from. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  CoUingB;     A,   Mr.  Boms, 
Apr.  '29,  124ft 

Foreign  Office 

Seerettuy  of  SUiU—ftt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  Oiey. 
Vnder-Seeretarjf— Lord  Fitzmaorice. 

Forestry 

^land — ^Report,  etc.,  Fnaented,  Apr.  14, 
963,  B72. 

Action  to  be  taken  on. 
Q.   Mr.  Lonsdale;       A.    Bfr.  T. 

W.  RuBsell,  .4pf.  29,  1265. 

Foreter,  Xr.  H  V.  [Kent.  Serenoaks] 
Hop  Induatry,  EfFeot  of  American  C<»n> 
petition  on,  Apr.  24, 1010. 

Forth  to  Clyde  Canal 

Strategical  Value,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Bellairs;  A.  Mr.  Uoyd- 
George,  Apr.  28,  1090. 

Foster,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  W.  [Derby,  nkeeton] 

Coroners*   Inquests    Bill,   2b..  Apr.  3, 
871-873. 

Fowler,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  B..~-ChaHceaor  of 

the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  iWolverhampton, 
E.] 

COTnwall.  Duchy  of — Compeosation  for 
Non-renewiJ  of  Leases,  Apr.  1,  fi02. 

Kanoe 

Number   shipped    from  United  States, 
Duty  on. 

I  Q.   Mr.  Holt;     A.   Sir  E.  Grev> 

May  4y  1634. 
Paris,  Coat  of  Embassy  at. 

Ot.  Mr.  Fell,  Apr.  2.  768,  760;  Mr. 
Harcourt.  762;  Mr.  Morton,  764; 
Mr.  Ashley,  796. 

Friendly  Societies 

Borrowers'  Interest,  Payment  of  Income 
Tax  on. 

Q.   Mr.  L.  Lever ;  A.   Mr.  Asquith, 
JIfnr.  30  111. 

Conversion — Inquiry  into   Subject  pro* 
posed. 

Q.    Mr.  O'Grady  ;  A.    Mr.  Bunci- 
man,  Apr.  6,  OfiO. 
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Friendly  Societies— con<. 

IncomR-Tax  Liability. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  B.  Bethell ;    A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  27,  1029. 

Royal  London  FHendly  Society  Cmivw- 
sion,  Proposals  for. 
Q.    Mr.  O'Qrady ;  A.    Mr.  Bunci. 
man,  Apr.  6,  04a 

Oalway 

Trial  of  J.  and  P.  Joyce  and  J.  Walsh. 
Qa    Captain  Craig,  Mr.  MacNeill ;  .4*. 
Mr.  Cheny,  Apr.  2,  613. 

Oarrydnff 

Railway  Level  Crossing. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  O'DonneU ;  A.    Mr.  Llojrd- 
George,  Apr.  27,  1027. 

Garryflne 

Cases  of  R.  and  J.  Dunworth. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy  ;  A.  Mr.  Krrell. 
Apr.  2,658. 

Garw  and  Ogmore  Oai  Bill 

c  ^p.*  Apr.  30,  1373. 

Oermany 

Berlin  Unemployment  Statistics. 

Q.     &Ir.  Goulding ;  A.     Mr.  Keariey, 
Apr.  2,  675. 

Commercial  TravoHors'  Samples  —  Agree- 
ment Presented,  Apr.  14,  042,  972. 

Conditions  and  Cost  of  Living,  Investi- 
gations into — Date  of  publishing  Re- 
port. 

Q.    Mr.  Du  CroB  ;  A.    Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Mar.  30,  89. 

Cost  of  Living,  etc — Report  Presented, 
Apr.  24,  964,  978. 

Gibb.  Hr.  J.  [Middlesex,  Harrow] 

Liquor  Traffic — Grant  of  Mow  licences, 
Sums  payable  for,  Apr.  28,  U03. 

Gibraltar 

Oarrison — Report  on  Mobilisation. 

Q».      Mr.  Ashley;  At.      Mr.  Acland, 
Apr.  29,  123S. 

General  Sanitary  FurpoMs  Rate,  £[icrease 

in. 

Q.  Sir  G.  Parker ;      Mr.  Camrchill, 
Mar.  30,  87. 

Gladstone,  Et.  Hon.  H.  J.— A'wrp/ory  of 

State  for  the  Nome  Devartmeni 
[Leeds,  W.] 

Acorington  —  Population  itnd  licoosing 
Statistics,  Apr.  28,  1002. 

Aliens 

Naturalisation,  Foe  for,  Apr.  2, 643. 

New  Regulations,  L»ue  of.  Map  4, 
1658. 

Pnudent  of  Board  of  Trade,  State- 
meat  by,  Jfay  4,  1668. 

Anoisthetics,  Deaths  from  in  IS07,  Mar. 

30,  58.  uiq  uzed  by  V^OOQle 


Vol  187.] 


Gladstone,  Rt.  Hoxl  H.  J.—eont. 

Anthrax — Cironmstaitcee  of  De&th  of  Mr. 
Qm^y,  Mar.  31,  316,  316. 

Aahton-imder-Lyne  —  Licensed  Houses 
closed  {1905-7),  Mar.  30,  W. 

Cabs  at  Bailway  Stations.  Petitions  as  to, 
Mar.  31,  314. 

Camberwell  (Faokham),  FarliamMitary  El- 
ection.  Drunkenness  Charges  and 
Liquor  oonaumption,  Apr.  2,  673,  674. 

Cotdiff  AssiMs— Sentenoes  (rf  PtuushmeDt 
by  Flogging,  Apr.  6,  936, 937. 

Carmarthen  Prison — Abolition  of  Female 
QnartOTB,  Jfoy  4,  1654. 

Castle  Morton  Sohoolhouse,  tJse  of,  for 
Politioal  Ostbering,  Apr.  1,  495. 

Castle  Street  Aooident,  Details  erf,  Apr.  6, 
937. 

Clubs 

Number  struck  o£E  Register,  Apr.  14, 
987. 

Sunday  Entertainments  in  Liberal 
ami  Radical  Clubs.  Apr.  28,  1093. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill. 

Proposals  as  to,  Apr.  14,  984 ;  May  4, 
1657. 

Protests  against,  Apr.  6,  935. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours  (No.  2)  Bill),  Pro- 
posals as  to,  Apr.  2,  675. 

Dock  Accidents,  Inquiry  into.  Mar.  30, 

89. 

Drunkenness — CoUTictions  in  1906-7,  May 
4,  1624. 

Earthenware  and  China — Lead-Poisonini; 
Committee,  Cimstitution  of,  Apr.  6, 
937. 

ExplofliTes  Act. 

Amendment  Proposals,        28^  1055. 

Inspectors,  Conditions  of  Appointing 
— Case  of  Capt.  Lloyd,  Apr.  30. 
1381. 

Rayleigh     Committee  Resolution, 
Terms  of.  May  4,  1653. 
Factories 

Accidents  Reported,  Increase  in.  May 

4,  1655. 

Inspectors 

Kominations  for  Examinations, 

May  4,  1654. 
Qualifications  of.  May  4,  1655. 
fife  Coal  Company,  Explosion  at  Colliery 
— Evidence  of  McGinn,  Apr.  6,  892. 
Hamstead  Colliery  Disaster 

Inqoiry,  Proposed  for.  Mar.  31,  316. 
Recognition  of  Efforts  for  Rescue, 
May  4,  1657. 
Hillaborough— Fatality  to  C   E.  Gash, 

Apr.  1,  496. 
Licensing  Bill,  2R.,  Apr.  30,  1428-1444, 
1460,  1451,  1452. 
Reduction  of  Licences,  Estimate  of, 
Apr.  6,  937. 
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Licensing  Bill — cont. 

Workmen  Displaced  by,  Number  of 
and  Proposals  for  Compensation, 
Mar.  31,  316. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Borrowing  by  Local  Authorities,  In- 
formation as  to,  Apr.  1,  483. 

ChUdren  taken  into  'PaUk-honses, 
Report  on,  Apr.  2,  644. 

Compensation  Paid  (190S-1907),.<lpr. 
14,  986. 

Drunkenness  on  Licensed  Premises. 
Convictions  for  (1906-1907),  Apr, 
1,  496. 

Transfer  Statistics,  Apr.  6,  938. 
Manchester 

Licensed  Houses  Closed  under  Act, 

Mar  .  31,  314. 
Unemployed  Leaders,  Reduction  of 

Sentences  on,  proposed.  Mar.  31, 

330  ;   Jfoy  4,  1666. 
Miskin,  Higher — Licensed  Premises,  In- 
formation as  to,  Apr.  14,  USA. 

Motor  Omnibuses 

TSoiao  and  Vibration,  Standard  for 
Limiting,  Apr.  2,  674. 

Regulations  for  Inspection  and  Choice 
of  Route.  Mar.  31,  316.  317. 

Nelson — Population  and  Licensing  Statis- 
tics, Apr.  28,  1092. 

Newcastlo'imder-Lyme — Liocmsed  Promises 
Closed,  Apr.  2,  674. 

Nottingham  Licensing  Statistaos,  Apr.  28, 
1055. 

^losi,  Mrs.,  Case  of— Sentence  Liflicted, 
etc.,  Apr,  3,  813. 

Police— Weekly  Day  of  Rest.  Proposals 
for.  Apr.  2,  673;  May  4,  1663. 

Prisons 

Flogging  Regulations,  Apr.  1,  485. 
Taylor,  Ernest,  Case  of,  Apr.  28,  1091. 

Probation  of  Offenders  Act — Payment  of 
Fmes  and  Restitution  of  Stolen  Money, 
Mar.  30,  88. 

Shope  BiU,  2b.,  May  1,  1643-165a 

Staffordshire — Licensed  Houses  Closed 

(1905-1907),  Mar.  30.  89. 
Tipton — Case  of  Dr.  Pearson,  Apr.  2,  644. 

Trade  Disputes,  Military  Assistance  in 
Quelling — P^posals  for  Inquiry,  Apr. 
28,  1093. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — ^Women 
Affected  by  and  Proposals  for  Ap- 
pointing Women  Doctors  as  Medical 
Referees.  Apr.  28,  1092. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding— Licensed  Houses 
Closed,  Apr^  14,  986. 

Olasgow  UniTersity 

Finances — Anntuil  Report  Pfosontei,  A&r, 
2,  634,  64L    Ug  tzed  by  V^OOglC 
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Olenaheiry  Explosion 

AnonymouB  Letters. 

Oa.  Mr.  H.  Burke.  Apr.  1,  697.  598 ; 
Hr.  Power,  601,  602. 

BlaBtiiig-powder  and  Fuse,  Police  Know- 
ledge of  Puzchase  of. 
Qa.   Ur.  C.  Crai^  Ur.  Moore  ;  A  a. 
Mr.  Cherry.  Mr.  Speakw,  Apr. 
1,  filO. 

GucomBtances  of  —  Public  Inquiry  upon 
Oath,  proposed. 
Ot.   Hr.  H.  Burke,  Apr.  1,  690- 
599  i  Mr.  Power,  699-603 ;  Mr. 
Hooi^  60S-616;    Mr.  T.  M. 
.  .  Healy,  007;  Mr.  Cherry*  608, 

620-«25;  Mr.  C.  Cnig,  618- 
620 ;  Mr.  DiUon,  625 ;  Mr.  W. 
Long,  626,  626. 

Coonment  Produced  at  Waterford  Assizes. 
Qa.   Mr.  C.  Craig,  Mr.  Mooxe  ;  Aa.  Mr. 
Cherry,  Mar.  30»  lOi. 

Insinuations  against  Lord  Aihtown. 
Ot,   Mr.  Moore,  Apr.  1, 609. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  Craig ;  A.   Mr.  Cherry,  Apr. 
1,  612. 

Weston,  District  Inspector,  Report  of. 
Oa.   Mr.  H.  Burke,  Apr.  1,  692-^06; 
Mr.  Power.  600,  601 ;   Mr.  Moore. 
,  610-613;    Mr.  Cherry.  613,  022- 

624;   Mr.  C.  Craig,  617-419 ;  Mr. 
J.  CampbeU,  623. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  Craig  ;  A.   Mr.  COieny,  Mar 
30.  68. 

Walsh  Case. 

Oa.   Mr.  Power,  Apr.  1,  601 ;    Mr.  C. 
Ciaig,620. 

Glen-Ooati,  Sir  T.  [Henfrewihirs,  W.] 

MUitJa^Disbanded  Battalion  OfBoers,  Pro- 
posals for  Transfer  of,  Apr.  2,  660. 

Olyncorrwg  Urban  Dlstiiet  Council  Bill 

e.  Con.*,  Mar.  30,  54. 

3b.*  ^pr.  2,  638. 
I.  lE.*  Apr.  2,  633. 

Oosport  Gas  Bill 

e.  Con.*,  Apr,  6,  886. 
Sr.*  Apr.  27, 1021. 

Gonldinf,  Mr.  [Worcester] 

Berlin  Uiwmploynient  Statistics,  Apr.  2, 
675. 

Castle  Morton   Schoolroom,  Use  of,  for 
Political  Stings,  Apr.  S,  945,  946. 

Shanghai  Consulate  G!aol — Expenditure  on 
Boundary  Wall.  Apr,  2,  802. 

UnemploymeDt —  Opportunity    for  Dis- 
cussion of  Matter,  Mar.  30, 109, 110. 

Government  Departments 

Fuel  and  Lighting,  Estimate  for. 

Oa.    Mr.  Bees,  Apr,  2,  741,  744 ;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  743. 

Furniture,  Expenditure  on. 
04.   Mr.  Morton,  Apr.  g,  746  j  Hr. 
Harcourt,  748. 
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Government  Departments— cm'^ 


Presidents,  Salaries  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Cox;  A.  Mr.  Asqoitli,  Majf  4, 

1667. 

Rehousing  of. 
Oa.   Mr.  H.  Beach.  Aft.  2,  744;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  748. 

Scotland — Increased  Expenditure  in. 
Oa.    Mr.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  2,  744 ;  Mr. 
Morton,  745. 

Securities  held  by — ^Betum  ocdemd,  Apr. 
29, 1232. 

GoTemmtnt  Innianees  and  AiiBiiities 

Accounts  Premted.  Apr.  6,  883.  889. 

Granard,  Earl  of 

Post  Office  ConsolidatioQ  Bill.  2b.,  Apr.  2, 
636. 

Postmaster-Geimal.  Assistance  to. 
Qa.   Mr.  Hay;  Aa.   Mr.  Buxton,  Apr. 
2.680. 

Granite 

British  and  Foreie^  Behtive  CcHt  at 
Q.   Hr.  MitcheU-Thomwn ;     A.  Mr. 
Kearley.  Apr.  28, 1094. 

Norwegian  Hours  of  labour,  etc 
Qa.   Mr.  SUl,  Hr.  T.  VL  Healy;  A«. 
Mr.  Uoyd-Oetnge,  Jfor.  30,  89. 

Railway  Cairiaoe  per  Ton. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  Ward:     A.   Hr.  Uoyd. 
George,  Mm  SO,  9a 

Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour  in  Qnarrin. 
Q.   Mr.  Fell ;    A.   Ur.  Keailey.  Apr. 
2,676. 

Great  Eastern  Kailway  (Generml  Bowen) 
Bill  ' 

c.  Con.*,  Apr.  S,Wai9. 
ZR.*Apr.  14.  966. 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill 

I,  Rep.*  Mar.  31,  245. 

Great  Western  Railway  (Snperauntatim 

Scheme)  Bill 

c.  2e.*  Jfor.  3J,  291. 
Sep.*  Apr.  30,  1373. 

Greek  Loan,  1898 

Accounts  Presented,  Apr.  14,  966,  97S. 

Greenwood,  Mr.  G.  [Peterborough] 
Natal 

Case  of  Cakijana.  JVoy  4,  IWSt. 

Martial  Law,  Natives  Arrested  and 
Punished  under.  Apr,  2,  670i 

Gretton,  Mr.  J.  [Unthmdi 

Hop  Sodnstiy,  Effect  of  AmerioHi  Com* 
petition  oa,  Apr.  14, 101 1 . 

Licensing  Bill,  2r..  May  4,  1695. 

Madrid  Embassy  BuiMtngs,  Expenditun 
on,  Apr.  2,  799-802. 

Post  Office— Territorial  Force  ^bAiniofc 
Pay  of  XSmployees  during.  Apr.  Vt 

1381. 


Vol  187.] 


SESSION  1908. 
Mar.  so—May  4. 


[Ore-Hal 


Orey,  Bt.  Hon.  BixK-^^eretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affaira  [XorthambeTland,  'Bet- 
wick]  ^ 

Alftirf  Islands 

CtniTeiititHi  of  1806,  Froposals  for 
Modifying.  Apr,  28,  1089. 

Effect  of  New  Baltic  Agieement, 
Apr.  30,  1395. 

Anstria-Hungary — Csernova  and  Slovak 
Disturbanoes,  Report  on.  Apr.  2,  671. 

Congo  Free  State 

Annexation  by  Belgium — ■Terma  of 
Treaty  of  Oesaion,  Apr.  30,  1392, 
1303. 

Papers,  Date  of  Tabling,  Apr.  88, 1089. 
Egypt 

Administraticm,  Competence  cS  Kbe- 
divo  to  make  Changes  in,  Apr.  2, 
646. 

Animals,  Protection  of,  against  Craelty, 
Apt.  2,  672. 

Britiah  Adviaers,  Powers  and  Duties 
of,  Apr.  2,  672. 

Crime,  Propoaals  for  Dealing  with 
Increase  in,  Apr,  30,  1396. 

Knance,  AdministratitHi,  etc.,  Beport, 
Date  ol  Presenting,  Apr.  30, 1397. 

Kanoe — ^Daty  on  Amerioan  Lumber,  Jfay 
4,  1634. 

Hayti,  Situation  in,  Apr.  30,  1391. 

Irish  Induatriea,  Protection  of  —  French 
Firm  Fined  for  Sale  of  Laee,  etc., 
Apr.  2,  671,  672. 

RttBsia 

Howorth,  lir.  E. — Caae  of,  Apr.  30> 
1394. 

Loxetaborg,  Mr.  — Im  prisonment  of , 
Apr.  28,  1088. 

TchayskoTsky,  N.— Cass  of,  Apr.  27, 
1027. 

Siftm,  Agreement  with — ^Proposals  for 
Tabling,  etc.,  Apr.  30,  1393. 

Sogar 

Bmsaela  Conrention — Renewal  Pro- 
posals, Apr.  28,  1090. 

fiossian  Stocks  and  Provisions  of 
Convention  aa  to  Russian  Export, 
Apr.  30,  1395,  1396. 

Trawling — British  Vessels  refiistcnxl 
in  Norway — Provisions  of  Nor- 
wegian Law,  Mar.  31,  313. 

Treaty  of  Paris,  1856— Proposals  for  Modifi- 
cation, Mar.  31,  313. 

j  Turkey 

Cnstoms     Increase,    Allocation  of 
.  .  Revenue  from,  Apr.  30,  1394, 

*  '  1395. 

Memorandum  by  Adjoints  of  the 
Powers  at  Salonika,  Date  of 
PzoKDUDg,  Apr.  28, 1069.  ^ 


Chiffith,  Hr.  £.  J,  [Anglesey] 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  28,  1188-1193. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill. 
Com.  Apr.  1,  547. 

Vivisection— Dog  Licences  Report,  Apt. 
2,  687. 

Ooinnew,  Hr.  W.  [Bury  St  Edmunds] 
Children  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  1,  660-668. 

Oalland,  Hr  J.  W.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Barra  and  Yatrasay — ^Lord  Advocate,  Ad- 
vice given  by,  A^.  0,  894. 

Children  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  1,  568-572. 

Stranraer — Result  of  Inquiry  into  Death  ol 
Boy,  Apr.  2,  689. 

Onidon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  B.  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Camberwell  (Peckhsm) — Parliamentary 
faction  Ezpoiditure,  Legality  of 
Inquiry  prop(»ed,  Jfor.  30,  VJ. 

Gwynn,  Kr.  S.  L.  [Galway] 

Home  Rule  proposed — Protests  against 
British  Administration,  etc,  Mar.  30, 
204. 

Hackney 

Unemployed  Grant,  Application  for, 
Q.    Mr.  Hart-Daviea ;   A.    Mr.  Bums, 
Apr.  29,  1233. 

Haddock,  ]&.0,B.  [Lancashire,  North  Lous- 

dalcj 

Education  (Provision  of  Meala)  Act — 
Number  of  Children  Fed  during  VVeok 
ended  31st  March — Compariaon  with 
Berlin  Schools,  Mar.  31,  321. 

Patents  and  Designs  Act — Represontationn 
from  Foreign  Countries,  Meu.  31, 
318. 

Haldane,  Bt  Hon.  B.  B.—8eereiari/  of  suae 

for  War  [Haddington] 

Army  Council  (Powers)  Bill,  Proposals 
as  to,  Jfor.  30, 83. 

Australia — Compulsory  Military  Training, 
New  Scheme  for.  Mar.  30,  70. 

Camps — Period  for  Placing  Troops  imdec 
Canvas,  May  4,  1640. 

Cavalry — Scottish  Barracks,  Selection  of 
Sites  for.  Mar.  32,  304,  305. 

CoUumb.  Private— Case  of,  Apr.  1,  488. 

Cordite 

Amount   Destroyed,   etc.,   Apr.  3, 
816,  817. 

Conference— Terms  of  Reference,  Apr. 

2,  666. 

Kynoch  Case 

Amount  refused,  Apr.  28,  1079. 

Hardships   Entailed   on  Work, 
people,  Apr,  30,  1388. 

Re-issue,  Regulations  as  to,  Apr.  28, 
1080. 

Silver  Test  for  Mercuric  Chloride, 
Mar.  30.  80,  81 ;  /^K.^,-,*??. 

926.        Digitized  by  Vjl)*,  'V 
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HaldanOt  St  Hon.  B.  B.— wn<. 

Dillon,  Second  Corporal  C.  H.,  Funeral 
of.  May  4,  1632. 

Bisbandment  of  Certain  Regiments — Pay- 
ment of  Cost  of  Transfer  of  OffioBrs, 
Mar.  31,  305. 

Duke  of  York's  School 

AdminiBtratian  of  Estate,  Apr.  27t 

1031. 


Funds  for  Acquisition  of  Sites,  etc., 
Origin  of,  Apr.  27,  1030. 

Nev  Site,  Information  as  to*  Mar. 
30,  62. 

EBtablishmdlt 

Figures  given  in  Elstimates  and  Re- 
turn, May  4,  1643.  1644. 

Proposals  for  Raising,  Apr.  6,  922. 

Gallagher,  D.— Owe  of.  Apr.  2,  666. 

Horses— Supply  Proposals,  Jfor.  30,  82. 

Indian  Anny,  Pensions,  System  of  Counting 
Serrioe  towurds,  Apr.  30,  1887. 

Killeen,  John — Case  of,  Apr.  2,  661. 

Maps,  Expenditure  on,  Apr,  28,  1052. 

Militia 

Artillery  Staff.  Proposals  oa  to,  Apr. 
2,  664. 

Colours  of  Disbanded  Units,  Expenses 
of  Escort  for  Han<Ung  over, 
Apr.  1,  492. 

Disbanded  Battalion  Officers.  Pro> 
posala  for  Transfer  of,  Apr.  2, 

6oa 

Enlistments  and  Discharges  in  1907-8, 

May  4,  1643. 
Sife  Artillery — Training  under  New 

Scheme,  Mar.  30, 83. 
Ifish  Battalions — Recruiting  Statistics, 

Apr.  1,  490. 

Movements  Contemplated  under  New 
Scheme,  Apr.  2,  804,  665. 

Non-commissioned  Officers  of  Per- 
manent Staff — Position  under 
New  Scheme,  Apr.  3,  817. 

Motor  Transport,  Advantages  of.  Mar. 
30.  83. 

New  Forest  Military  Manceuvres,  Pro- 
posals for  holdii^,  Apr.  1,  488,  489, 
490 ;  Apr.  6,  924,  926  ;  Apr.  30,  1378. 

Officers*  Education — Improvement  nnce 
1904,  Apr.  28,  1052. 

Oxford  Depot,  Store  <rf  Clothing  kept  at. 

Mar.  31,  303. 

Pimlico  Clothing  Faeto^ — ^Boota  in  Bt<»e, 
Apr.  6,  923. 

Ravenhill.  George,  Case  of.  Apr.  30,  1380. 

Bifle  Clnba.  Sale  of  converted  Rifles  to, 
Apr.  30,  1370. 

Royal  Irish  lUflea — ^Plaoe  of  IVainiog. 
Apr.  i,  491.  492. 

Scarborough — Use  for  Bumiston  Rood 
fianaoks.  Mar  30t  82. 
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Mar,  30— May  4. 

Haldane,  Bt.  Hon.  ^  B.—cont 

Scottish  Horse.  Reomiting  for,  Apr.  S, 
920. 

Soft  Hetal  Caps  for  ftojeottles,  &motor 

of.  Apr.  6,  9^9. . 
Special   Reaerre — Beondtiiig   Statiatics , 

Apr.  J,  490. 

Traritorial  Force 

Adjutants  of  Disbanded  B^imenta, 
Position  of,  Jfor.  30,  02. 

Artillety 

Field 


Ai^utants.  Pay  of.'  Jtfoy  4, 
1647. 

Ez-aoldiers,   Enlistment  of. 
May  4,  1644.  1645. 

Qi^aining  Ptopoaala,  Jfqgr  4, 
1645. 

Pay  of,  Apr.  30,  1379. 

TVsining  with  Converted  Guns, 
May  4,  1646. 

Bands,  Provision  of.  May  4,  1647, 
1648. 

Colours,  Decision   as   to  granting. 

Apr.  30, 1380 :  May  4, 1647. 
Cost.  Estimate  of,  Mar.  30,  76. 
DeaoripUcHi    Registers,    keeping  of. 

Apr.  6,  919. 
Ezpoiditure  per  Man,  Estimate  of, 

.<4pr.  28,  1062. 

Oons 

Converted  Guns  issued  to^  Majf  4, 
1647. 

Fifteen  Pounder  Gon,  Supply  o.', 
Apr.  6.  926. 

Handbook,  Supply  of.  May  4, 1647. 

Ireland,  Effect  of  Scheme  upon,  .^pr. 

2,  665. 

Medal,  Conditions  of  awarding.  Mar, 

30.  79,  83 

Oath,  Terms  of,  May  4,  1042. 

Pocket-book,  Proposals  as  to,  Apr. 
6,  920,  921. 

Ranges,  Provision  of.  Apr.  ff.  932; 
May  4,  164S. 

Retixoment  of  Officers  —  Privileges 
aooorded,  Apr.  2,  660. 

Separation  Allowance  for  Lance 
Corporals.  Mar.  30,  77 ;  May  4, 
1648. 

Sheffield  Volunteer  Artillery,  Proposal 
as  to.  Apr.  6,  905. 

Training  Pwiod.  Mar.  30,  78,  79. 

Trophy  Tax,  Application  of,  under 
New  Scheme,  Apr.  30,  1387. 

Tidworth  Barracks  —  Cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Apt.  30, 1379. 

Tiemey,  M. — Case  of,  Apr.  6,  905. 

Unemployed  ^^^^ ©O^fe^W- 
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Haldane,  Bt  Hon.  B.  B.— «m<. 
Volunteers 

Bishop,  George— Case  of,  Ayr.  28, 
1078.  1079. 

Conditions  of  Transfer  to  New  Force, 

Apt.2,m. 

Drill  Halls,  Proposals  for  taking  over, 
Apr.  1,  488. 

Enlistments  and  l>ischarges  in  1907- 
1908,  May  4,  1643. 

Garrisnt  Artillery  —  Recall  of  Guns. 
May  4,  1640. 

Long-Service  Medal,  Award  of,  under 
New  Scheme,  Mar.  30,  79 ;  Apr. 
2,  661 ;  Apr.  6,  923. 

Quartermasters  ~  Position  under 
New  Scheme,  Mar.  30,  77. 

Strength  on  Slat  March.  May  4,  1648. 

War  Office 

Boot  Contracts,  Specifications  in, 
Apr.  6,  924. 

Contracts  given  Abroad,  Return  as 
to,  Apr.  6,  906. 

Official  BesidenoeSi  Provision  of,  Apr. 
6,  926. 

Storehouse  Clerks,  Fay  of,  Apr.  30, 
1386. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Oidiuuioe  Stase  Depart- 
meat— Wages  of  Packers,  Jfar.  30, 

60. 

Yeomanry  —  Conditions  of  joining  Terri- 
torial Force,  Mar.  30,  81  j  Apr.  1, 487  j 
Apr.  0,  921. 

Halpin,  Kr.  J.  [Clare,  W.l 

Calf-&feals — ^Irish  Analyses,  Result  of,  Apr. 
J,  615;  Apr.  28,  1060. 

Hamble  Biver 

Mocving  of  Torpedo  Craft,  Proposals  for. 
Qa.   Mr.*iVshley ,  Mr.  A.  Lee  ;  At.  Mr. 
UcKeona,  Apr.  28,  1075. 

Hamitead  Colliery  Disaster 

Inquiry,  Proposals  for. 
Qa.    Dr.   Hazel ;   As.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  31,  316. 

Recognition  of  Efforts  made  to  rescue 
Entombed  Miners. 
Q.   Mr.  Mevsey-Thompson  ;  A.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  May  4,  1657. 

Hftrconrt*  Bt.  Hon.  L. — First  Cmnmissioner 
of  Works  [LMicashire,  N.  E. ,  Rossendale j 

Adis  Abeba,  Legation  at,  Eziwnditare  on, 
Apr.  2, 761,  768. 

Admiralty —  Official  Resklenees  for  First 
Lord  and  First  Sea  Lord,  ftogress 
made  witb,  Apr.  2,  736. 
Agrkultore  Board  —  Office  Accommoda- 
tion, Apr.  U  486  i  Apr.  2,  739. 

Andeat  Mixmments,  Expenditure  on 
Maintenance  of,  Apr.  2,  740,  763. 

Blackpool  Post  Office,  Expenditnro  on, 
.41*.  2.  722,  723. 
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Borden  Camp  Post  Office,  Expenditure 

on,  Apr.  2,  728. 

Bristol  Post  Office,  Expenditnra  on,  Apr. 

2,  721. 

Canterbury  Post  Office,  pTogieaB  made 
with,  Apr.  2,  722. 

China 

FMtaho,  Erection  of  Bnngahnra  at, 
Apr.  2, 761. 

Shanghid     Consulate     Gaol  —  Ex- 
praiditure  on   Boundary  Wall, 
Api.  ii,  801. 
Civil  Servioe  Estimates — Re-numbeiing  of 
Votes,  proposed,  .(Ipr.  2,  721,  722. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  BuildingB,  Ex- 
penditure on,  Apr.  2,  762. 

Dover  Castle,  Use  of  as  Official  Residcnco 
by  the  Warden,  Apr.  2,  736. 

Duke  of  York's  School 

Chelsea  Site,  Disposal  of,  Apr.  2,  737, 
742,  749. 

New  Buildings,  Date  of  Transfer  to, 
Apr.  2,  736. 

Egypt — Consulate  Buildings  in,  Apr.  2, 
762. 

Govenmient  Offices 

Fnol   and   Lighting,   Kitiniate  fo^. 
Apr.  2,  74S. 

Furniture,  Expenditure  on,  Apr.  2, 
748. 

Ko-housiog  of,  Apr.  2,  748, 

Home  Office — Internal  Structural  Altera- 
tions, Cost  of,  ^pr.  2,  766. 

Hull  Post  Office,  Expenditure  on,  Apr.  2, 
721. 

Law  Courts,  New,  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of.  Apr.  2, 736,  743. 749. 

Madrid  Embassy  Buildings,  Expenditure 
on,  Apr.  2,  801. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross,  Date  of  Opening, 
Apr.  2,  736,  7S4. 

Manchuria — Consulate   at   Mukden,  Ex- 
penditure on,  Apr.  2,  762. 

National  Gallery  Extension,  Proposals  as 
to.^pr.  2,  736,  761. 

Paris,  Cost  of  Embassy  at,  Apr.  2,  762. 
Patent  Office  Extension,  Expenditure  on, 

Apr.  2,  754. 
Port   Said   Consulate,   Expenditure  on, 

Apr.  2,  796. 
Post  Office 

Coal,  Estimate  for,  Apr.  2,  722,  730. 
Electricity  Supply  System — Cost  of 
Blackfriars  Power  Station,  etc., 
Apr.  2,  720. 
General  Post  Office  New  Buildings, 
Expenditure  on.  Apr.  2,  720. 
Revenue  Buildings,  Vot«  for,  Apr,  2p  719, 
726. 

Sheffield  Post  Office,  Expenditure  on  and 
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Haroonrt,  Bt.  Hon.  Z.~eont. 

Sooth  KeBBingtoa  Post  Office  New  Build- 
inga.  Expenditure  on,  Apr.  2.  721. 

Trade,  Board  of — Recovation  of  Buildings, 
■  Apr.  2,  743. 

Walmer  Caatle,  Maintemmoe  of,  A-pr.  2, 

m 

War  Offioe  Kew   Buildings,  AltentiouB 
in,  prtqiOMd,  Apr.  2,  748. 

WMtduOl 

Duke  of  Csmbridge's  8tatue-<-Etection 
of  Lampa  near,  proposed,  Apr.  Z, 
743. 

Hurdle,  Xr.  J.  K  [Hertbyr  TydvU] 

India, — ^Ediu»ation,  Inquiiy  into  Scope, 
L.  CSiaraoter  and  MetiK>ds,  proposed, 
"  Apr.  29,  1347-1360. 

Hardy,  Mx.  L.  [Kent,  Ashfotd] 

Anthrax,  Compulsory  Koiiflcation  of,  pro- 
poaed.  Mar.  30,  91. 

Danish  Bacon,  Diseased — BrntriotionB  on 
Export  of,  Mat.  30,  91. 

NorthamptoDBhire  Rabies  Outbreak,  Apr. 
,  2,  683,  684. 

Peat  Moss  Importation,  Danger  of,  Mar. 
I  :.  30,94. 

Harkneu  Estate 

Case  of  R.  and  J.  Dunworth. 
Qa.   Mr.   O'Shanghnessy ;      Aa.  It. 
Birrell,^pr.i,  608. 

Hamood  -  Banner,  Hr.  J.  S.  Ti^Terpool. 

Evcrton] 

Diplomatia  and  Consular  Buildings,  Ex- 
penditure on,  .'Ipr.  2, 760, 

Earmaworth,  Mr  C.  B.  [Worcester,  Droit- 
wich] 

Army— Cose  of  G.  Bavenhill  ,Apr.  30, 
1380. 

Nutal — Native  Representation  in  Parlia- 
ment, Legislative  Aoposals  for,  ^pr. 
30,  1300. 

Harris.  Lord 

Territorial  Force — Regiments  whoee  Re- 
cruiting Areas  lie  in  more  than  one 
County,  Position  of,  Apr.  J,  408- 
470. 

Eanla,  Kr.  F.  L.  [Tower Hnnlete.Stoiney] 

Aliens  Act — StAtcments  made  by  President 
of  Bonrd  of  Trr.de.  A  pr.  30,  14(,3. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill, 
I  Proposals  as  to,  Apr.  2,  675. 

Colonies,  Tariff  Reduction  Aoposals  be- 
tween, Apr.  28,  1087. 

Home  Rule — Govemmont  Policy  a«  Stated 
"  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade,  ^pr.  30,  1415;   May  4,  inm 

LiocuKed  Premises,  Rateable  Valnn  of 
Jfay  i,  1669. 
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Hart-Daviea,  Mr.  T.  [HBokney,  N.] 

Duke  of  York's  School— New  Sito,  Infor- 
mation as  to.  Mar.  3^.  62. 

Hackney — ^Applioaticm    for  Unemployed 
Grant,  Apr.  29,  1233. 

India 

Edooation 

CteimB  of  Indian  Oradnates,  Mar. 

Sh  297. 

Expenditure  on,  Apr.  29,  1344. 

Inquiry  into  Scope,  Character 
and  Methods,  propoeed,  Apr. 
29,  1343-1346. 

Harvey,  Mr.  W.  E.  [Derbyshire,  N.E.] 

Coal  AGnes  (Eight  Houn)  Bill,  Ihoposab 
aa  to,  Jfay  4,  1667. 

Harwood,  Mr.  O.  [Bolton] 

Licensing  Bill,  2e..  May  4,  1732-1739. 

Haalam,  TtX,  3.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 

Licensing  Act  of  1904,  Working  of,  Apr. 
28,  1104. 

KmI^IWi  Mr.  L.  [Uonmoatii  Borough] 
Children  Bill,  2b.,  Apr,  1,  689. 

Haveraham,  Lord 

Territorial  Force  SeoretBTyshipB,  Poeition 
of  Officers  of  Regular  Army  Roeepting, 

Mar.  32,  289.  291. 

Hay,  Mr.  C.  0.  D.  [Shoreditfih,  Hoxton] 

Aliens  Act — Statement  of  President  of 
Board  of  Trade,  Apr.  30,  1402,  1403; 
Jtfay  4,  1657. 

Civil  Service 

Boy  Clerks  Register  to  FaoiliUte 
Outside  Employment,  ptoposed, 
Mar.  31,  323,  324. 

Conditions  of  Granltng  Increments. 
Apr.  30,  1410. 

Cordite  Conference — ^Tenna  of  Beferonoe, 
Apr.  2,  666. 

Elementary  Bdttcation  Bill,  Date  of  Pro- 
ceeding with,  Apr.  28,  1224. 
Post  Office 

Confidential  Report  System,  Apr.  2, 
681. 

Oranard.  Earl  of — Duties  and  Powers, 
Apr.  2,  680,  Osl. 

Officialf),  Damage  or  Injury  to  Persons 
through  Act  of,  Apr.  30,  1409. 

Secretary's  Office,  Overwork  in,  Apr. 
2,  679,  680. 

Territorial  Forte  Hemfaers,  Trainutg 
Leave  for,  Apr.  2,  642. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill, 
Com.,  Apr.  1,  639,  £43,  540, 
648,  663^ 

Expenses  Resolution,  Apr.   7,  534- 
Digitized  t)y  ^OO^I^^jpnj^ 
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Jfor.  30  -Jlfay  4. 

Hay,  Mr.  C.  0.  l>.—tont, 

Rhymaey  Valley  Postmen,  Pay  of,  Apr: 
30,  1408. 

Royal  Warrants,  Conditions  of  Confirming, 
Apr.  30,  1401. 

Tailoring  Industry — ProBooations  onder 
Particulars  Claose.  Apr.  30, 1401, 1402. 

Telephone  Senrioe— Fbreigners  employed, 
Apr.  30.  1408. 

Hayti 

Situation  in. 
Q.   Major  AiMtruiher-Gray ;     A,  Sir 
£.  Gzey,  Apr.  30, 1391. 

Easel,  Dr.  A.  E.  W.  [West  Bromwich] 

Hamstead  Colliery  Disaster  Inquiry,  ^o- 
posals  for.  Jfor.  31,  316. 

Healy.Kr.T.M.  [Loath.  N.] 

Admiralty— Granite,   Sonroe   of  Supply, 
Apr.  2,  663. 

Finance  Act,  1907,  Section  10 — Extension 
to  Share  Capital,  proposed,  Mar.  31, 
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Olenaheiry  Explositm,  Ciroomstances  of 
— Public  Inquiry  upon  Oath,  proposed, 
Apr.  1,  607. 

Granite— Norwegian  Honrs  of  labour,  etc., 

Jfor.  30,  90. 
Home  Rule  proposed—Protests  agt^st 

British  Admiuistratum,  etc.  Mar.  39, 

238-234. 

Kingstown — Mail  Steamboats,  IMspute  as 
to  Use  of  Piers,  Apr.  1,  630;  Apr. 
2,  701-703,  780-788. 

Local  Begistration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891. 

Amount  of  Insurance  Fund  accumu- 
lated. Mar.  31,  299. 

Stamp  Duties  Payable,  Mar.  31,  SIK). 

Poor  Law  Chaplains — Nonconformiste  and 
Catholics  employed,  Apr.  2,  678. 

Post  Office — Irish  Service,  Expenditure 
on.  Mar.  30,  108. 

Railways 

Free  Passes,  Imposition  of  Stamp 
Duty  on,  prDpased,  Apr.  1, 470. 

Heighington  Fen 

Case  of  W.  Mitchell. 
Qg.    Mr.  Lupton ;   As.    Mr.  Runciman, 
Apr.  29,  1254. 

Helmiley,    TifOOOnt    [Yorkshire,  N.R. 
ThiTsk] 

Army 

Cordite  containing  Merourio  Chloride 
New  Teat  for  and  Amount  Re- 
jected, Mar.  30,  79,  80. 

Territorial   Force,   Training  Period, 
Mar.  39,  78. 
Canadian  Strike- Prevent  ion  Act,  Operation 
of,  Apr.  6,  940. 

Castle  Morton  Schoolhouse,  Uf>e  of,  for 
Politioa)  Gathering,  Apr.  1  ^  405. 
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Helmsley,  Yianount—eotu 

Coronera*  Inquests  Bill,  2b,  Aor.  3,  873- 
876. 

Costs  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  2s.,  Apr.  1, 
560. 

ProseoutioD  of  Offences  (Amendment) 
Bill,  Com.,  Apr.  1,  544. 

Yoomanry,  Conditions  of  joining  Territorial 
Force,  Mar.  S3,  81 ;  Apr.  6,  921. 

Hemphill,  Lord 

Sat  flrat  in  Fftrliammt  after  the  Death  of 

his  Father,  Apr.  14,  961. 

Henderson,  Mr.  A.  [Dnrham,  Barnard  Castle] 
Death  of  Sir  H.  CampbeU-Banoerman, 
Apr.  28,  1039. 

Licensing  Bill,  2r,  Majf  4,  1755-1761. 

Herbert,  Mr.  T.  A.  [Backs,  Wycombe] 

Natal — Dinizulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and 
Procedure,  Apr.  6,  932. 

Herefordihire 

Exchequer  Grant  to  County  Council 
Q.    Captain  Clive :  ^.    Mr.  Bums,  .4pr. 
2S,  1071. 

Heme  Bay  Pier  Bill 

e.  Sep*,  Apr.  2,  638. 

3b*,  Apr.  6,  886. 
I  Boyal  Assent,  ^pr.  74,  961. 

Hersohell,  Lord 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in  —  Correspondence  between  Lady 
Cathcart  and  Secretary  for  Scotland 
Mar.  31,  274-276. 

Higham,  Hr.  J.  S.  [YorkBhire,W.B.,  Sowerby] 
Coroners'  Inquests  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  3,  861. 

HiU  (Del  Be)  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.   Mr.  Flynn ;  A.   Mr.  BirrfU,  Apt.  2, 

656. 

HiUs,  Mr.  J.  W.  ]Durham] 

Fiscal  Policy — Manufactured  Imports,  Ob- 
joctions  to  Duties  on.  Mar.  31,  415- 
422. 

Hillsboroagh 

Fatality  to  C.  E.  Oish. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  J.  Tonnant ;  A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Apr.  1,  496. 

Hillstreet 

Disturbance — Trial  of  Accused  Persons. 
Q.    Mr.   James    0*Kelly;       A.  Mr. 
BirttW,  Apr.  6,^11. 

Hilsea 

"  Coach  and  Horses  "  Public-houno 

Sale  of,  by  the  Wu  Offioe,  Price  ob- 
taiiied.  etc. 

0».  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  ^pr. 

1455;  Sir  T.  Whittaker, 
1475  ;  Mr.  Chaplin.  1527  ; 
iMr^i  I^telton,.  May  4, 
i?08.  O 


H(*-Hor]  INPEX. 

Ma/r.  SO~Maif  4. 

Hobartt  Sir  S.  [Hampahiie.  New  Forest] 
New  Forest 

Burning  of  Gorae  and  Heather,  Me- 
morial fts  to,  ^ay  4,  1662. 

Military  Manteuvres,   Proposals  for 

holding,  Apr.  1,  488. 

Hobhonse,  Hr.  £.  B..— Financial  Secretary  to 
■       the  Treamry  [Bristol,  E.] 

Afe^aaistan — Consent  of  Amir  to  Anglo- 

BuBsian  Agreement,  Apr.  29,  1238. 
Civil  Service 

Estimates,  Page  59 — Explanation  of 
Footnote,  Apr.  30,  1380. 

Increment,  Conditions  of  Granting, 
Apr.  30,  1410. 

Criminal  Appeal  Act — ShOTthaad  Writers' 
Fees,  Mag  4,  1662. 

iDdia 

Ednoation 

Expenditure  on,  Apr.  29,  1367. 

Inquiry  into  Scope,  Character 
and  Methods,  Apr.  29,  1366- 
1372. 

Mohmand  Rising,  Afghan  Attitude 
towards,  Apr.  29,  1238 ;  Apr.  30, 
1389. 

Railway  Extension  to  Afghan  Fhmtier, 
Apr.  29.  1238,  1239. 

Tinnevelli  and  Tuticorin  Disturbancses* 
Apr.  30,  1388. 

Irish  University  Bill — Suiwrannuation  Pro- 
visions. May  4,  1619. 

Kingstown  Pier  Dispute — Date  of  Printing 
Correspondence,  May  4,  1666, 

London  University,  Accommodation  Pro- 
vided for,  Apr.  29, 1257, 1258. 

Naval  Prisoners — Accommodation  for,  at 
Hong  Koi«,  etc.,  Apr.  28, 1071. 

New  Forest— Burning  of  Gorse  and  Heather, 
Memorial,  May  4,  1662. 

Norwich — Facilities  for  Stumping  Docu- 
ments, May  4,  1635. 

Public  TriiHfee — Exprndituro  and  Receipts, 
Apr.  29,  1258.  1259. 

Quit  Rents,  Redemption  of — Rules  under 
lAnd  Law  (Ireland)  Act  1887,  Apr.  28, 
1059. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure — Suggestions  for 
Rnvising  Exi>enditurc,  Alay  4,  1663, 
1664. 

Shannon  River  Tolls,  Average  of,  Apr.  28, 
1060. 

South  African  War  Debt,  Amount  of,  etc., 
May  4,  1664. 

Hogan,  Hr.  M.  [Tipperary,  N.] 

Nenagh  Post  Office  Accommodation,  Apr.  1, 
480. 

Post  Office  Mail  Service — -Canadian  Con- 
tract. May  4.  1600. 

Holland 

See  under  Ketherlaods. 
4« 
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HoUandt  SlrjW.  H.  [Yorkshve*  W.ICj  Bother- 
ham] 

Minister!  attaining  Cabinet  Rank,  Abolition 
of  Be-Blection  for,  proposed,  Apr.  29, 
123S. 

Holt,  Mr.  B.  D.  [Northamberland.  Hexham] 

Army  Transport  by  Sea  in  War  Time, 
May  4,  1639. 

France — Duty  on  Amerioui  Ltmibar.  Jfay 

4,  1634. 

Navy — "  Rover  "  Tug,  Eagiofls  Biq»plied 
to,  Apr.  3,  812. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  jStote— Bt.  Hon.  H.  Gild, 
stone. 

trnder-Seeretarp—iSr.  H.  SamneL 

Internal  Stmctnral  Alterations,  Coat  of. 
Oa.    Mr.  Frfl,  Mr.  Harconrt,  Apr.  2, 

766. 

Home  Bole 

See  under  Ireland. 

Home  Work  Bill 

c.  iB.*  Apr.  28,  1106. 

Hope.  Hr.  J.  B.  [Fife,  w.] 

Kynooh  Case  —  Hardships  entailed  on 
Workpeople,  Apr.  30,  1388. 

War  Office  Expenditure  on  Warlike  Stores 
(1907-8),  May  1,  1534. 

Hops 

"  Adriatic,"  Cargo  of. 
Qa.    Mr.  Courthope  ;  At.    Mr.  Kearley, 

Apr.  2,  676. 
Q.    Hr.  Courthope;   A.    Mr.  Kearley, 
Apr.  28,  1094. 

American  Competition,  Effect  of. 
Oe.  Sir  G.  Parker.  Apr.  14,  1004-1007, 
1009;  Mr.  Lloyd-GwM^,  1007- 
1010;  Mr.  Forstcr,  1010;  Mr.  P. 
Pense.  1010;  Mr.  Gretton.  1011; 
Sir  W.  J.  Collins,  1012;  Mr.  H. 
Cox,  1013;  Mr.  Fell,  1014;  Mr. 
Jowctt.  1015;  Mr.  C.  Edwardi^ 
1016;  Captain  Clivo,  1017;  Mr. 
Vernoy,  1018. 
Q.  Mr.  Fell;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
Apr.  6,  941. 

Homiman,  Xr.  S.  J.  [Obelaea] 

Budget,  Date  of  Introducing,  Apr.  3, 
655. 

Criminal  Procedure — Fixing  Minimum 
Penalty  for  certam  Offences,  proposed. 
Apr.  S9,  1243. 

Duke  of  York's  Scbool 

Administration  of  Slstate,  Apr,  27 
1031. 

Funds  for  Acquisition  of  Sites,  etc.. 
Origin  of.  Apr.  27,  1030. 

Tenement  Houses,  Sanitary  Arrangements 
— Fow3Lj(t(  iJ^lvAuthor^^  Apr, 
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HioTM-breedlng 

Boyal  ComnuBBion  Bepwt 
Date  of  Preeenting. 
<it.    Mr.  Looadale.  Mr.  ChapUn ; 
As.      Mr.     Hobhouse,  Mr. 
Speaker,  May  4,  1661. 

Presented,  Apr.  14,  904,  975. 

Hotham,  Baron 

BepnsmtatiTe  Bser  for  Ixelani}— Petition, 
Apr.  6,  881. 

Honsixks  and  Town  Planning  Bill 

Disoiueion  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Maakamess ;  A.    Mr.  ABQnitb, 
Mar.  30,  112. 

Expluutory  Memorandum,  Circulation  of, 
proposed. 

Q.      Mr.     Lyttelton ;     A.  Bfr. 
Aaquith,  Apr.  1,  521. 

Hnddenfidd  Water  Bill 

e.  2b.«  Mar.  30,  54. 
Jtep.*  Apr.  30.  1373. 

Hndion,  Xr.  W.  [Neweastle-on-Tyne] 

Mioa  Boiler  OoTering  Company,  Police 
Court  Judgment  agaiuBt,  Apr.  30, 
1384. 

Navy— Shipbuilding  Frogranune.  Look-out 
in  the  Trade.  Probable  EfiEeot  of, 
Apr.  28,  1074. 

Bailvay  Superannuatioii  and  Fetuion 
Funda — ProposaU  for  Inquiry,  Alar. 
31,  317  ;  Apr.  28,  1094. 

Telephone  Serrioe,  Polioy  u  to  Rates, 
«to.,  Apr.  1,  473. 

KoU 

Poftt  Office,  Expenditure -on. 
Os.   Mr.  Harcourt,  Apr.  2,  72 L 

Hnll  and  Bamiley  Railway  Bill 

&  Con.*  Mar,  31,  291. 

3a.*  Apr.  3,  809. 
I.  IB.*  Apr.  6,  881. 

Hnmber  Commereial  Railway  and  Dock 
Bill 

e.  Bep.*  Mar.  SI,  292. 
Con.*  Apr.  6,  886. 
SR.*  Apr.  97,  1021. 

Hungary 

See  Aofltria-HoDgaiy. 

Hnnt,  Hr.  R.  [Sbropahiro^  Lndlow] 

Knighton— Sale   by   Auction  without 
Licence  on  10  Jsnuary.  Meo'.  31, 324. 

Importc 

See  Exports  and  Import*. 

Inoeft  Bill 

e.  Report  fnnn  Standing  Committee  A.. 
Apr.  1,  621. 
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Investments  abroad,  Kevenue  from. 
Qs.  Sir  K  Sassoon;  Aa.  Mr.  Llcyd- 
George,  Apr.  30, 1397. 
Liquor  Traffic,  see  that  title. 
Married  Couples,  Additional  Relief  for. 
Q.    Sir  W.  Bull ;  A.  Mr.  Kunoiman, 
Apr.  6,  898. 

India  ' 

Army 

Churches 

Number  Consecrated,  etc. 

Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;  A.  Mr. 
Moriey,  Apr.  SS,  1087. 
Papers  Presented,  Apr.  6,  882, 
889.  * 

Expenditure. 
0».  Mr.  Laidlaw,  Apr.  £9,  1341  : 
Mr.  Rees,  1350. 

Beaaons  against  Redaction  in. 
Q.     Mr.     Lynch  ;    A.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Apr.  $8,  1086. 
MUitary     Operations  Undertaken 
(1899-19(%). 
Q.    Mr.    Bellairs;    A.  Mr. 
Bnofaanan,ifay/,1533. 

Officers'  FensionB,  System  of  Calculat- 
ing Servioe  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Smeaton ;  A.  Mr.  Mor- 
iey, Apr.  t,  668. 
Q.  Mr.  Smeaton  ;  A.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Apr.  SO,  1388, 

Return  as  to  Strenjftb,  etc.,  at  certain 

Periods.  Ordered,  May  4,  1618. 
Strength 

Information  given  in  Answn  of 
13  March,  1906. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton ;  A.  Mr. 
Moriey,  Apr.  S,  646. 

Report  of  Commiasion  after  the 
Mutiny. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton  ;  A.  Mr. 
Moriey,  Apr.  g,  646. 

Statistics  in  Finance  Committee 
Report. 
V-  Sir  H.  Cotton  ;  A.  Mr. 
Moriey,  Apr.  S,  645. 

Baroda— Measures  introduced  by  Mahn- 
rajah. 

Q.  Mr.  0'0r»dy;  A.  Mr.  Moriey. 
Mar.  SI,  3m.  ^ 

Bengal 

Financial  Effbct  of  Partition. 
Qs.    Sir   H.    Cotton ;    As.  Mr. 
Bucliauan,  Apr.  £8, 1081. 

Judicial  Serrices,  Re-arrangement  of. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton ;   A.  Mr.  Mor- 
iey, Apr.  6f  910. 
Budget,  Date  of  Taking. 
Q.  Mr.  Rees ;  A.  Mr.  Bncbanan,  Mav 
4,  1625.  " 

Calcutta— Sentence  on  Boy  for  throwins 
Stone. 

Qm.  Sir  H.  Cotton.  Mr.  H.  Burke 
Earl  WintertoQ  ;  As.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  ispeaker .  rijpr. 

lOSS^  uzed  byGOOgnr 

[ami. 


Ind— Ire] 


Indift— eo»<. 

Edaoation 

ClaiiDB  of  InduLD  Gradnatea  for  Em- 

Q.  Mr.  Hurt-DaTies;  A.  Mr. 
Uorley,  Mar.  31, 207. 
Erpeoditare  on. 
Oa.  Mr.  lAidlaw,  ^pr.  29,  1341, 
1343  ;  Mr.  Hart-DavioB,  1344  : 
Mr.  Rew,  1364 ;  Mr.  C.  Hob- 
house,  1367. 
Inquiry  into  SyBtem,  propoBed. 

Os.  Mr.  Laidlaw,  Apr.  S9,  1338- 
.  1343,  1372;  Mr.  Hart-Daviea, 

1343-1346  ;    Mr.   K.  Hardie, 
,  1.H47-1360;    Mr.  Raes,  1350- 

1368;  Sir  J.  Jardine,  135&~ 
1361 ;  Sir  H.  Craik,  1361-1366 ; 
Mr.  C.  Hobhoiue,  1366-13:^: 
Earl  Percy,  1372. 
Vernacular  Languages,  Use  of. 

Q,    Mr.   Kees ;  A,   Mr.  Morley, 
Apr.  S,  667. 
Forest  Service— Case  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Allan. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King;  A.  Mr.  Bacfaanan. 
May  4,  1637. 
Loans  raised  in  England — Betum  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  964,  974. 
Mandi  Chiefship,  Memorial  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Mieklem ;    A.  Mr.  Morley, 
Apr. 646. 
Mohnutnd  Bising,  Afghan  Attitude  to- 
wards. 

Q.  Mr.  Smeaton  ;  A.  'SSt.  Hobhoose, 

Apr.  £9,  1238. 
Q,  Mr.  Lonsdale  ;  A.  Mr.  Hobhouse, 

Apr.  SO,  1389. 

North-West  FrontierDefence — Equipment 
of  Troops. 

Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale  ;  A.  Mr.  Morley, 
Apr.  S,  669. 

Penal  Code — Interpretation  of  Section 
124A. 

Qt.  Mr.  (TGrady,  8ir  H.  Cotton  ; 
As.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar.  SI,  306. 

Prison  Medical  Officers,  Pay  of, 
Q.   Mr.    Bees;    A.    Mr.  Baohaoan, 
May  4, 1625. 

Railways  —  Afghan  Frontier  Extension, 
Local  Attitude  towards. 

Qa.  Mr.  Smeaton,  SirC.  Dilke,  Mr. 
Rees,  Mr.  I.ujiton  ;  As.  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  Apr.  29,  1238. 

Tea  Export  by  Quetta-Xushki  Boute. 
Qs.  Mr.  Bees,  Mr.  O'Grady  ;  As.  Mr. 
Morley,  Aiir.  S,  667. 

Telegraph  Strike— Present  Position. 
Qa.  Mr.  Reea,  Mr.  J.  Ward  ;  Aa.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Apr.  $8, 1085. 

Tinnevelly  and  Taticf>rin  Biota,  Informa- 
tion as  to. 
Qa.  Mr.  Rees,  Dr.  Rutherford  ;  Aa. 

Mr.  BochanaD,  Apr.  28,  1080. 
Q.  Dr.  Butherford;  A.  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  Apr.  SO,  1388. 

Whipping  Act—Amendment  Proposals. 
Qa.  Mr.  O'Grady,  Sir  H.  Cotton ;  Aa. 

Mr.  Morley,  Apr.  S,  668. 
Qa,  Sir  H.  Cotton ;  Aa.  Mr.  Buchauan, 
Apr.  28,  1083. 
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„  -  ^ff-Rt  H<m.  ViKsonnt 
Morley. 

Under  -  Seenlary  —  Rt.  Hon.   T.  R. 
Buchanan. 

IndMtrial    and  ^^Frovident  Soeiettei 
(Amendment)  Bill 
c  iR.'  Apr.  t,  lofj. 

Induitrial  and  Befinmatory  Behooli 

See  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Inland  Bevenne 

Case  of  F.  Farrington. 
Qa.  Mr.  Cowan,  Hr.  Snowden,  Hr. 
Wafct ;  A  a.  Mr.  ABquith,^/>r.«,  696. 

Znter-Oceanie  Bailway  of  Xezioo  Bill 

e.  2r.*  Apr.  6,  887. 

Ireland 

Chief  Secretary— Bt.  Hon.  A.  BimU. 
Lord-tieuteneuU—Eaxl  of  Aberdeen. 

A  ttomey-Gentrai--Rt.  Hon.  R  R.  Cheny. 
Solicitor-General— M.r.  B.  fiany. 

[For  Particular  Plaras,  EsUte->,  etc,  au 

their  Names.} 

Agriculture   and   Technical  Instruction 
Department,  see  that  title. 

Audit  of  Public  Accounta. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Bunciiuao.  Apr. 
i^,  992.  ^ 

Burrows,  A.  C. — Chatge  uainat. 

Q.  Mr.  Muldoon  j  A.  UrTchmy,  Apr. 
6,951.  ' 

Cattle-drivine,  Cases  during  1908. 
Q.   Mr.   Lonsdale;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Bossell,  Apr.  i9,  1263. 
Congestion 

CommissioD,  Coet  of. 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.  Rnnci- 
man,  Mar.  SO,  68. 

Date  of  issue  of  Beport. 

Q.    Mr.  J.   0'I>>nnell;   A.  Mr. 
Birrell,  Apr.  6,  912. 

Constabniuy,  we  that  title. 

Crown  Jewels,  Lon  of 

Allegations  as  to  Identity  of  Thief. 
Os.  Mr.  BirreU,Mr.  B&oNeill,  ^ur. 
i,fl09. 

Date  of  Theft. 
Q.  Major  Coatee;  A.  Blr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  1, 009. 

Deaths  from  Alcohol,  etc,  see  Deatlv. 

DrnnkennesB,  Arrests  for  (1906  and  1907) 
—Betum  Preeented,  Apr.  28,  1049l 

Education,  see  that  title. 

Evictions 

Barry,  Mrs.  Ellen— Case  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Beddy ;  A.  Mr.  Binell,  Apr. 
fS,  1066. 

Noticed  hied— Betnm  Preseoted.^vr. 

*7,  1025.  -  I 

Fisheries,  tee  thai  tiilg^^^^^^ 

\eoiU 
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Ireland— cottf. 

AffoieataMon,  gee  Forestry. 
Home  Rule 

Govwiiment  policy  aa  stated  by  Mr. 
Churchilf 
Qs.  Mr.   W.    Long.  Mr.  L. 
Harrie,  Mr.  H.  P.  Pease; 
As.  Mr.  Asqnith,  Apr.  SO, 
1414. 

Qs.  Mr.  James  Campbell,  Mr. 
h.  Harris,  Mr.  Byles ;  As. 
Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Speaker, 
May  4,  1667. 

Protests  against  British  Administra- 
tion, etc. 
0».  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mar.  30, 
115-13.S,  145;  Mr.  Rainy, 
133-137  ;  Earl  Percy,  137- 
1.53  ;  Mr.  Birrell,  153-163  ; 
Mr.  Butcher,  163-170  ; 
Mr.  Mssterman,  170-175  ; 
Mr.  Mallet,  175  177  ;  Mr. 
Georxe  Clark,  177-187 ; 
Mr.  fiames,  187-194  ;  Mr. 
Atherley- Jones,  194-198; 
Captaia  Doselan,  198-200 ; 
Mr.  Barrie,  200-205 ;  Mr. 
Gwynn,  204;  Mr.  Ellis, 
205-210;  Sir  E.  Carson, 
2t0;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
210-222;  Mr.  Aaqaith, 
821^-228  ;  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  228  -  S34  i  Mr. 
Simon.  237-240. 

Hospitals,  Allocation  of  Grant<i  ta 
Q.  Mr.  Bidsdale;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Apr. 
6,  910. 

Indiifttries,  Protection  of— French  Firm 
lined  for  8ale  of  Lace,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Apr.  2,  483. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Apr.  1,  497. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland,  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russ**]],  Apr.  1.  514. 

Qa.  Mr.  Boland ;  Aa.  Sir  E.  Grey, 
Apr.  e,  671. 

Irish  Language,  «fc  t/ini  tide. 

Land  Acts,  Land  Commisnion,  Land 
Jn  .gea  Ci)ut-t,  and  Land  Purciinse, 

those  litiai. 

Mscdonncll,  Sir  A — Resignation  of. 

Mr.  Lonsdale;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
May  4,  1628. 

Malicious  Injury  Claims  dealt  with  in 
1906  and  1907. 
Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale;  A.  Mr.  Cherry, 
Apr.  6,  902. 

Methodists,  University  Facilities  for. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Randies;  A.    Mr.  Cbeny, 

Apr.  6,  903. 

Police,  see  Conatabulary  and  Dnblin 
Metropolitan  Police. 

Poor  Law,  see  that  title. 

Roman  Catholic  University  Question. 
Oa.    Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mar.  SO,  121. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  see  that  title. 
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Mar.  SO^Ma^  4. 

Ireland-Hwnfc 

Royal  College 


oS  Surgeons — Ijiolnsion 
within  New  University,  Memorial  as 
to. 

Qs.  Sir  J.  W.  Collins ;  As.  Mr.  T. 
W.  Russell,  Apr.  S9, 1261. 

Works  Board  Loans,  Conditions  of  Grant- 
ing in  Ireland. 

Qs.  Mr.  Ffrench ;  As.  Mr.  Rnnci- 
man.  Mar.  SI,  329  ;  Apr.  5,  696. 

Iriih  Language 

Teaching  m  dohools,  Cost  of. 

Q.    Mr.     W.     Redmond;     A.  Mr. 
Birrell,  Mar.  SO,  106. 

Irisli  FroTident  Assurance  Company 

Position  of. 
Q.  Mr.  N.  Murphy  ;  A.  TAr.  Kearley, 
Apr.S,^. 

Irish  Vnivenitien  Bill 

c.  Intro,  and  1r.,  Mar.  SI,  331,  403. 

Abandonmect  of,  Proposed. 

Q.  Capt.  Craig  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  May  4, 
1628. 

Articles  of  Charter  (Belfast  and  Dublin)— 
Copy  of  FTeliminaiy  Drafts,  Pr^ented. 
Apr.  j?7, 102*. 

Debate  on  Introduction  (Commons)  Mar. 
31,  331. 

Affilialaon,  Powers  for,  34fr-861.  384, 
385. 

Buildings,  Provision      362, 353. 

Catholic  Attitude  towards  the  Scheme, 

362-^7.  360.  372,  376,  397. 
Cbartets,  Draft«  of,  344. 

Establuhment  of  New  L'niverRities.  in 
Dublin  and  in  Belfast,  Proitosals 
for,  342. 

Governing  Bodies  or  "  Senates  ** : 
Coni'titution  'of,  344,  345.  346, 

374,  375, 383. 
Nomination  of  for  Five  Years,  344. 
Powers  of,  347. 

Right  of  Crown  to  Nominate, 
344,  364. 

Grants  for,  351,  352,  363, 373,  392,  393. 

Irish  *  'hnrch  Fnnd,  (irant  from  for 
New  Universities,  343,  351. 

Monies  Paid  to  University  or  Colleges 
shall  not  be  Applied  for  Uainten- 
ance  of  Churches  or  Religions  Ob- 
servances, eta,  351,  364. 

Present  Provision  for  University  Edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  333-340. 

President  of  College  in  Dublin  to  be  a 
Layman,  348,  349,  366. 

ProfesHtrs,  Appointment  and  Dismissal 
of,  Refpilations  for,  347.  348,  357, 
358, 367. 

Religions  Tests,  Absence  of,  343,  382, 
387,  388. 

Royal  Universities,  Proposals  for  Die- 

soltitiun  of,  M'A. 
Statutory  Commissions,  Proposals  for. 

Goo* 
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INDEX. 
Mm,  30 — May  4. 


Ixiih  ITnlvwiitiei  Bill— wnt. 

Debate— «(m2. 

Trinity  College  not  Included  in  Scope 
^  tiie  m\,  841,  866,  357,  871, 
389. 

FropoBBla  as  to. 
q.   Mr.  W.  O'Brien  I  ^.   Mr.  Aaqnith, 
Hay  ^  1669. 

Senate  of  Froposed  Univmities,  Claasi- 
fioatton  ana  Constituticm  of. 
q.   Mr.  Masrie ;  A,  Mr.  Krrell, 

May  4, 1620. 
Qt.  Su-J.  Randies ;  i4t.  Mr.  Birrell, 
•  May  4, 1627. 

Snperannnation,  Maximum  TermB  of. 
Q.    Mr.   BawUnBon;    A.   Mr.  Hub- 
house.  May  4, 161S. 

Irvine 

Post  Office,  Decision  aa  to. 

Q.    Mr.    Younger;  .4.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  3,  812. 

Isaacs.  Hr.  B.  S.  [Reading] 

Licensing  Bill,  2r..  May  4, 1730-1748. 

Jackson,  Kr.  £.  8.  [GTeenwich] 

Vaccination — Case  of  Mr.  F.  D.  EusCniaE, 

Mar.  SO,  62. 

Jacoby,  Sir.  J.  A.  [Derbyshire,  Mid] 

Kitchen  Committee  hccoudIs,  annual 
Rtftnra  as  to,  Apr.  SO,  1410. 

Jamaica 

Bananas.  Subsidy  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Cox ;  A.  Mr.  Chorohill,  Apr.  6, 
833. 

Japan 

Consulate  at  Nagasaki.  Rebnilding  of. 
Ot.  Mr.  H.  Brea.  h,  Apr.  t,  738 ;  Sir  F. 
Banbury,  704. 

Jardine.  Sir  J.  tiloxbnrghshire] 

Indian  Education  System — Inquiry  into, 
Apr.  S9,  1358-1361. 

Jenkins,  Mr.  J.  [Chatham] 

Chatham  Hospital  Cooking  Staff,  Mar.  So, 
60. 

Joieey,  Lord 

National  Oallery — Kumher  of  Visitors  on 

Sandays,  Afar.  SI,  261. 

Joioey  Ceoil,  Lord  J.  [LiucoliiNhire,  Stam- 
ford] 

Milil  ia  dinbanded  unit«,  Ex)>enKC8  of  escort 
for  handing  over  Colours  of,  Apr.  I. 
492. 

Peterboroiigli  Railway  Station — Construc- 
tion of  Subway,  proposed,  ^pf-.  ^,  6dl. 

Jones.  Mr.  L.  [Westmoreland,  Appleby] 

Licensing  lUtl,2B.,  Apr.  S8, 114S  ;  Apr.  ZD, 
1276,  1277;  Apr.  SO,  1486;  May  4, 
1700, 1710. 

Monopoly  Value  paid  for  on  Licenses, 
Irovisions  as  to,  Ajn:  £8, 1104. 

On-licenses  for  which  full  monopoly  value 
has  been  paid,  provisions  as  t^  Mear, 
30,  111. 
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Jonmal  Committee 

Report  as  to  Vol.  189,  Praaented,  Apr.  1, 
447. 

JOWett.  Mr.  F.  W.  [Bradfoid,  W.] 

Anthrax — Circumstances  of  Death  of  M. 

Qnigley,  Mar.  31,  315, 

Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  American  Com- 
petition on,  Apr.  IJ,  1016. 

Press  Telegrams,  Beviaitm  of  arrazKs- 
menta  for  transmittinj^  Apr,  07,  KHB. 

Joyce,  TSl.  M.  LLimerick] 

Army— Case  of  J.  Killeen,  Apr.  £,  661. 

Jndges 

Circuit— Order  in  Council,  Presented, 
Mar.  31,  247.294. 

Judicial  Statistics 

Civil  Judicial  Stattstios,  Freaentad,  Aiir. 
14, 963,  973. 

Eeane  Estate 

Sale  Proposala. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Sbee ;  A.  Mr.  Bimll,  Apr.  t, 

507. 

Eearley,  Mr.  H.  S. — Parliamentary  Secrt- 
tary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  [Devonport] 

Acetone  Import  Statistics,  May  4,  1634. 

Bruckless  Railway  Station,  condition  of, 
Apr.  S,  698. 

Easingtoa  and  Kilnsea  Coast  Erosion, 
Measures  necessary  to  check.  Apr.  £S, 
1244. 

Gennany — Berlin  Unemplt^nient  Statis- 
tics, Apr.  g,  876. 

Granite 

British  and  Foreign,  Relative  Cost  of 
Apr.  SS,  1094. 

Wages   and   Hours   of   Labour  in 

Quarries,  Apr.  S,  676. 

Hops—"  Adriatic,"  Cargo  of,  Apr.  3,  676 ; 
Apr.  SS,  1095, 

Irisli  Provident  AAsornnce  Company,  Posi- 
tion of,  Apr.  2,  651. 

Merchandise  Murk^  Act — Infringement  by 
Cunti.iental  Tyre  and  Rubber  Cuni- 
[lany  advertisement,  Apr.  ^8, 1095. 

Merchant  Shipping  Commisaion  od  Bingf; 
Date  of  hisuing  Report,  Apr.  S,  675. 

Patents  and  Denipw  A  ct  — Reprtsen'  a- 
tions  from  Foreign  Cunniries,  Mar.  31, 
318. 

Peterborough  Railway  Station — Con- 
Htniction  of  Subwiiy,  proposed,  Apr.  t, 

651. 

Railway  Employment  (Prevention  of 
Accidents)  Act,  1900 — Appoint- 
menLa  and  Inquiries  under,  sad 
Rules  fonnulated,  Apr.  2,  649,  660. 

Railways 

Automatic  Couplings,  Reports  on, 
Apr.g,ti1i.r^ 

TcoiiL 
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Kearley,  Hr.  H.  £.— 

Bailways— eo»<. 

Caledonian  and  North  British  Com- 
panies.  Agreement  between,  Apr. 
^1096, 

Saperannuation  FandB  Inquiry — 
Constitution  of  CommitlM,  Apr. 
t8, 1094. 

fievenne  and  Expenditure — Bevenne  from 
Import  Duties,  Apr,  f  ,  676. 

Shrewsbury  Hallway  DiBoster— Finding 
of  Inquiry,  Apr.  tS,  1246,  1246. 

Solmt,  Jurisdiction  over  Navigation  in, 
Apr.  SO,  13S5. 

Spanish  Reference  Law,  Translation  of, 
Apr.  S8,  109*. 

Sugar  Price— Statistics  (189&-1908),  Apr^ 
SO,  1382. 

Trade  Reports — Revisien  of  Form,  pro- 
poead,  Apr.  t8, 1097. 

KmmBxe 

Fur  Rent  AppUoati<«is,  Number  of. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Apr.  t9, 1280. 

I^nd  Commission  Sittings,  Date  fixed  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  BlrrelL^»r.  3, 
814. 

Kennaway,  £t.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.  [Devon 

Honiton] 

Licensing  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  S8, 1166-1172. 

Kennedy,  Kr.  T.  P.  [Cavan,  W.] 

Annalee— Case  of  W.  Wallcer,  Apr.  6, 
010. 

Canning  Buasell  &  Co. — Complaints  an  to 
Transactions  with  Irish  Farmers,  Apr. 
S8,  1051. 

Crookenden-Casey  Estate— Sheriff's  Visit 
to  Tenants,  Cause  of,  Mar.  30,  108. 

Smith  Estate  (Cavan),  Purchase  of.  Mar. 
30,  101. 

Kerry 

Evicted  Tenants—Progress  made  with 
Reinstate  men  ts. 

Q.   Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;    A.  Mr. 
Birrell,  Apr.  38,  1066. 

Kettle,  Kr.  T.  S.  [Tyrone.  E.] 

Egyi»t 

Adiiiioistration,  Competence  of  Khe- 
dive to  make  Changes  in,  Apr.  S, 
645. 

British  Advisers,  Powers  and  I^teties 
of,  ^iff.  ^,  672 

KeysEetate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Law ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Apr,  S, 
815. 

Xidneys 

Imports  from  America,  Bono  Acid  found 
in. 

Q.  Mr.  Courthope ;  A.  Mr.  6nm», 
Apr.  2,  653. 
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Mar.  30— i%  4. 

Kilbride.  Hr.  D.  IKildan»,  s.] 


Anthrax— Cireumstaneee  of  Death  of  Mr. 
Quigley,  Mar.  SI,  316. 

Kilgnlban 

Case  of  Mrs.  Scanlan. 

g.  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  S,  659. 

Killyliss 

Case  of  J.  Dickie. 
Q.    Mr.  Fetherstonhaugb ;   A.  Mr. 
Cheny^  Apr,  6^  898. 

Kilnutine 

Grazing  Lands,  Disposal  of. 
eTMr.  J.  Oa)onnell;  A.  Mr.  Bimll. 
Apr.  14, 996. 

Kimber*  Sir  H.  [Wandsworth] 

Drunkenness  —  Convictions  in  190^-7, 
Majf  4, 1623. 

Licensing  Bill  —  A 
limit  in  certain  i 


iplieation  of  Time- 
'ases,  Maff  4,  1669. 


Liquor  Traffio—Froportaoa  of  Hotel,  etc., 
to  Total  Amount  Coninmed 


Apr.  3,  656. 

Kincardine 

Parliamentary  Election  —  New  Writ 
Issued,  Apr.  6,  883;  New  Member 
Sworn.  Apr.  g9, 1267. 

King,  Sir  H.  S.  [Hull,  Central] 

Indian  Forest  Service— Case  of  Mr.  C.  W. 
Allen,  Jiray.^,  1637. 

Moody,  Stoker,  Revision  of  Sentence  on, 
proposed,  Apr,  1,  485. 

Tea,  Low-Class  China,  Restriction  of 
Imp(R-tation  of,  proposed,  Mw.  30, 

65. 

King-Hanuan  Estate 

Caeea  of  J,  Farrell  and  J.  Heslan. 
Q.    >lr.  J.  Phillips;    A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr,  1,  479. 

Kingstown  Harbour 

Dispute  as  to  Uho  of  Piers. 

08.    Mr.   Clancy.   Apr.    1,    «29 ;  Mr. 
Mooncy.  630,  632  ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Hoaly, 
030;  Mr.  Buxton.  631.  632;  Mr. 
Birrell,  632  ;  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  632  ; 
Mr.  Runciman,  632 ;  Mr.  t'limcy, 
769-774,  793;   Mr.  Mooncv.  774- 
776,  780,    793;   Sir  W.  Robsnn. 
77«-781 ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  780-78R : 
Mr.  Moore.  788-790;  Mr.  S.  Mhc 
Neill,790;  Mr.  Birrell,  791-793. 
Qa.    Mr.  J.  Redmond ;  Aa.  Mr.  Runci- 
man, Apr.  1,  510. 
Qa.    Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  DfecNeill,  Jfr.  J. 
Redmond ;    As.    Mr.  Runciman, 
Apr.  6.  954. 
Correspondence   Presented,  Apr.  6, 
882. 889. 
Qs.    Mr.  J.  Redmond  j  .^1*. 

Mr.  Hobhouse 

^  Digitized  by 
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Kingstown  Harbour— MKf. 

Dispute  as  to  ase  of  Piers— 

"  Ulster  "  Incident. 
Qt.  Mr.  Mooney,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Hr.  Clanoy,  Mr.  MaoNeill,  l&i.  J. 
Bedmond;  As.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Mr.  Birrell,  BIr.  Bunoiman, 
Apr.  2,  701. 

Yiotoria  Wharf,  Use  of. 
^  Qa.   Hr.  Mooney,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ; 

'  At,   HSx.  Buncimon,  ^pr.  6, 

953. 


INDEX. 

Mwr.  30— May  4. 

Laidlaw,  Hr.  ^—eont. 


[Vol  187. 


Einihan  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.   Mr.  W.  Abratiam  ;  A. 
Apr.  2, 606. 


Mr.  BiireU. 


Kirkbnrton 

Grammar  School  Endowment,  Inquiry  into. 
Q.   Mr.  Clough;    A.   Mr.  BnaoimBn. 
Apr.  29, 1256. 

Eitchea  Committee 

See  under  Parliament — Houm  of  CommonB. 

Enig:hton 

Sale  by  Auction  without  Lioenoe  on  lOtb 
Jaimazy. 

Q8.   lb.  Hunt;    At.   Mr.  Bunci- 
man,  Mar.  31,  324. 

Enockhall 

Gracing  Farm,  Purchase  ivnd  Dispooal  of. 
Q.    Mr.  James  (^Kelly ;  A.  Mr.  Cherry, 
Mar.  32,  327. 

Xnoz  Estate 

Island  Farm,  Disposal  of. 
Q.    lix.  J.  O'Bonnell ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  14,  995. 

Knott  End  Eailway  Bill 

c.  Rep*  Apr.  2,  638. 
Can*  Apr.  14,  907. 
3R.*  Apr.  28,  1041. 


labourers  (Ireland)  Acts 

CottagCB,  Applinations  for. 
Q.    Mr.   J.   Devlin;]  A. 
May  4,  1632.  ^_ 


Mr.  Birrell, 


ZiagOB 

Expropriated      Natives,  Compensation 
awarded  to. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  [C.  Wason  ;   A.  Colonel 
Seely,  May  4,  165a 

laidlaw,  Mr.  E.  [Benfrew,  E.] 

India 

Education 

Expenditure  on.  Apr.  29,  1341, 
1343. 

'  Inquiry  into  SysU-m,  ptc,  Apr. 

29,  1338-1343,  1372. 


Military  Expenditure,  A  pr.  29, 1341. 
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Opium — Struts  Settlements  Commissioti 
Report.  Date  of  Presenting,  Mar.  31, 
312. 

Bus&ia — Arrest  of  Mr.  Luxemburg,  Apr. 
6,  935, 

Lambert,  Hr.  Q,—Lord  tff  the  AdmiraUif— 
[Dertm,  S.  Moltxm} 

Battle  ftttotioe — Courts  of  bqniry  held 
on  BesTiltfl,  Apr.  0,  918. 

8oft.lfetaI  Caps  for  Projeotiles.  Talne  of. 
Apr.  6,  018. 

Lambton,  Kr.  F.  W.  [Dnrham.  S.E.] 

Army  Territorial  Force — Position  of  Ad- 
jutants of  Disbanded  Begiments,  Jfor. 
^,63. 

Lamont,  Mr.  K.  [Buteshirel 

Army  Territorial  Force— Betircment  of 
OflBcerB— ^pr.  2.  660. 

Colonies,  Tariff  Reduction  Proposals  be- 
tween. Apr.  28,  1087. 

Land  Commission  (Ireland) 

[For  Particular  Estates,  etc.,  aee  their 
Names.] 

Proceedings — Return  Presented,  vlpr.  27, 
1025;  May  4,  1617. 

Butes  (26th  March,  1908),  Presented,  Apr. 
6,  882,  889. 

Land  Purchase  (Ireland) 

[For  Particular  Estates,  etc.,  «ee  thtir 
Names.] 

Advances 

Inquiries  made  before  Authorising. 
Q.    Sir    W.    Nugent;       A.  Mr. 
Cherry,  Mar.  31,  325. 

Returns   Presented,   Apr.   14,  963, 
974;  Apr.  iS.  1048. 

Annuities — Legal  Proceedings  for  Recovery 
of  Arrears. 

<i.    Mr.   Ixtnsdalo;     A.    Mr.  T. 
W.  Bussoll.  Apr.  29,  1204. 

Finance 

I^videace  taken  by  C'ommittoe,  Tabling 
of. 

Q.    Mr.    Butcher ;       A,  Mr. 
Asquith,  Apr.  28,  1054. 

Tax  on  Incomes  derived  from  Cn. 
tenanted  Iiand  Refused  for  Sale, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    O'Shee;       A.  Mr. 
Asquith,  Apr.  2,  519. 

financial  Proposals. 

Qs.    Mr.  George  Faber,  Mr.  Lonsdale ; 
As.   Mr.  Runoiman,  Apr.  6,  896. 

Fund — Accounts  Presented,  Apr.  14,  964, 
975. 

Staff  of  Estates  Commission ers,  Additions 


Vol  187.] 


Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill 
Petitioii  agunat. 

Os.    Earl  of  Camperdown,  A  pr.  2,  633. 

Lane-Fox,  TSx.  0.  [Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Bark- 

Agrionltiire  Board  Office  Accommodation, 
Apr.  1,  485 ;  Apr.  2,  737-739: 

Aocimt  Monaraents,  ExpetuUture  on  Main- 
tenance of,  Apr.  2,  752. 

Education — ^Average  of  Attendance  and 
Number  of  School  Phwes  in  1807. 
Apr.  1,  600. 

Elementary  Education  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill,  Propoaab  as  to,  Apr.  2, 
701. 

Lansdowne,  Uarqness  of 

Army  Territorial   Force  County  ABSOoia- 
tion  Secretaryships. 

Position  of  Army  Officers  accepting. 
Mar.  31,  290. 

Remuneration,  Scale  of,  Mar.  31,  290. 

Art  Galleries — Reason  for  not  Opening 
on  Sunday  from  November  to  March, 
Mar.  31,  26a 

Easter  Roceas — Adjournment  Proposals, 

Mar.  30,  52. 

Elementary  Education  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill  2b.,  Mar.  30,  40^6. 

Movable  Dwpllitigs  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  J,  405. 

^      National  Gallery — Number  of  Visitors  on 
Sundays,  Mar.  31,  262. 

Parliament,  Adjournment  of,  on  Resignii- 
tion  of  Prime  Minister,  Apr.  6,  885. 

Prime  Minister,  Resignation  of,  Apr.  6, 
885. 

Vatorsay  and  Borra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in  —  Correspondence  between  Lady 
('iithcart  and  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
Mar.  31,  278-284. 

Larceny  Bill 

Second  Readin({.  C'liiise  for  Objection  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Courthojte  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Whiteley, 
Apr.  28.  UOO. 

Lardner,  Mr.  J.  C.  B.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Bees — Foul-brood  in  Ireland,  Legislative 
Proposals  for  Dealing  with,  Apr,  1, 
484. 

Dartrey  Estate — Case  of  J.  McKenna,  Apr. 
1.  506. 

Monaghan — Evicted  Holdings  and  Rein- 
statement Proposals,  Apr.  1,  481. 

Ifontray  Estate — Case  of  M.  A.  McCarroa, 
Apr.  1,  481. 

Boads — Accidents  through  Defective  Condi- 
tion in  Ireland,  Responsibility  for, 
Apr.  6,  001. 

Stemes  Charities  Estate,  Sale  Proposals, 
Apr.  1,  606.  507. 

63 


SESSION  1908. 
Mar.  so—May  4. 
larg^y 


[Laa— Lee 


School  Teacher,  Licensed  Premises  owned 
by. 

Qs.  Mr.  Fethorsfonhaugh ;  As. 
Mr.  Birroll,  Apr.  3,  814;  Apr. 
14,  999. 

Law.  Mr.  H.  A.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Keys  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Apr.  3,  815. 
Whale  Fisheries  (Irehmd)  Bill,  Proposals 

as  to.  Mar.  30,  S9. 
Whaling  Industry 

Irish  Coast,  By-laws  as  to,  Apr.  2. 
690,  6gL 

Petitions,  etc.,  against,  Apr.  1, 5(>3. 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal  FroBecutions 

Ireland— Return  Ordered.  Apr.  14,  976, 
Presented,  Apr.  28,  1049. 

Law  Conrts 

Accommodation,  Proposals  for  Increasing. 
Q.   Mr.  Cox  ;  A.    Mr.  Asquith,  Apr.  3, 
698. 

High  Court  (Probate  Division,  Ireland)— 
Accomits  (1907)  Presented,  Jfor.  30,  2. 

New,  Expenditure  on  and  Situation  of. 
0*.    Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Apr.  2,  733 ;  Sir 

W.  Bull,  735 ;    Mr.  Hwrcourt,  736, 

743,   749;    Mr.  C.  E.  Price,  74!  ; 

Mr.  Rees.  741  ;  Mr.  Fell,  742  j  Mr. 

Morton,  745  ;    Mr.  Cocttroite,  747  ; 

Sir  F.  Banbury,  733. 
Shorthand  Writers,' Duties  of. 
g.    Mr.  Talbot;    A.   Sir  W.  Robeon, 

Mar.  31,  296. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Earthenware  and  China,  see  that  title. 

Leader  Estate 

Cue  of  Mrs.  Alice  Nagle. 
Q.    Mr.  Abraham;     A.    Mr.  Birrull, 
Apr.  28,  1067. 

Leahy  Estate 

Situation  as  to  Aghatubrid  Portion. 

Qe.    Mr.    Boland  ;      Ax.    Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  1,  607  ;  Apr.  3,  816. 

Lee,  Xr.  A.  H.  [Hampshire,  Farduun] 
Army 

Dillon,  Second  -  Corporal   C.  H. — 

Funeral  of,  Jlfay  4,  1632. 
Territorial  Force 

Fidd  Artillery — ^Enhstmuit  of  Ex- 
Soldiers.  Ma^  4,  1645. 
Handbook,  Supply  of,  May  4, 
1647. 

Hamble  River — Mooring  of  Torpedo  Croft, 

Propmals  for,  Apr.  28, 1076. 
Navy 

Beplacemeat  ot  Lost  Teasels,  May  4, 
1638. 

Salvage  Operations  on  Vessela  leoently 

Lout,  May  4,  1638. 
Submarines— Adoption  of  Siebe-Qor. 

man  Appara^B,  May  4, 1639. 


Lee— Lie] 


Leeds  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con*  Apr.  6,  886. 
Sr.*  Apr.  27, 1021. 

Lehmann,    lb.  B.  C.  [Leicester,  Market 
Harboiougfa] 

Natal— Trial  of  Dinizulu,  Mar.  3L  312. 


[VoL  187. 


Idoeiter  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Report  from  Police  and  Sanitarr  Com- 
mittee, Mar.  31t  292. 
Con.*  Apr.  6,  886. 
Sk.*  J  pr.  27, 1021. 

Leitrim 

Roads,  Condition  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Lonsdale ; 
Apr.  28,  1064. 


index: 

Mar.  so—May  i. 

Licsiuing  BiXi—eont. 

Debates  on  Second  Keading— ooiilL 

aubs 

Bogus  Cliibe,  Metliod  of  DeiOing 
with,  1110,  1142,  1159,  1172, 
1209,  1210,  1314,  1316,  1318. 
1326,  1441,  1442. 


A.   Mr.  Birrell, 


Lever,  Hr.  A.  L.  [Eaaex,  Harwich] 

Friendly  Societies— Payment  of  Income- 
Tax  on  Borrowers'  Interest,  Mar.  30. 
111. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Aiguifih  Houses  with  Smoky  Ohimneys. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;  A.    Mr.  Sinclair,  Mav  4, 
1666.  •    -»  . 

Landless  People,  Decision  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;  A.    Mr.  Sinclair.  Mau  4, 

1605.  * 

Lioensing;  Bill 

e.  2b.,  Apr.         H07;      Apr.  29.  1270; 

Apr.  30,  1418;  May  4,  1675. 
Claimo  3,  Sub-section  2,  Application  of. 
Q.    Lord  R.  Cecil;    A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
May  4,  1669. 

Clauses  6  and  7— Selection  of  Licences  for 
Kxtinction. 

Q.    Mr.  Ashley ;   A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  1,  619. 

Clause  20,  Opportunity  for  Discussing. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashley  ;  A.   BIr.  Asquith,  Apr. 
28,  1104.  1 

ClfiHses  36^2,  Interpretation  of. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  P.  Pease ;  A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
^pr.  J.  517. 
Debates  on  Second  Reading  (Commons), 
Apr.  28,  1107;    Apr.  29,  1270; 
Apr,  30,  1418  ;  May  4,  1675. 

Barmaids,  Employment  of — Powers  of 
Justices.  1135,  1223,  1401-1493. 
: 508-15 12. 

Bona   fide  Traveller.   Alteration  in 

Definition  of,  1443,  1491. 
Breweries 

Owners  and  Shareholders,  Position 
of,  1114.  1138.  1153,  1154, 
1273.  1283,  1319,  1424-1427, 
1471-1478,  1515,  1677-1679, 
1761. 

Reserve  Funds,  Amonnt  of,  1216- 
1219,  1450. 
Children,  Exclusion  of  from  Pablic- 
houses.  1135.  1169,  1172,  1212, 
1443,  1493,  1617. 
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Existing  Law  with  Regard  to, 
1306. 

Increase  in  dumber  of  as  a 
Result  of  the  Bill,  1142, 
1143.  1170.  1180.  1195,  1209, 
1306,  1443.  1467,  1711,  1776, 
1780. 

Licence  Duties,  Imposition  of, 
proposed,  1170^  1172,  1186, 
1192.  1776,  1777. 

Police  InspeotioD  of,  1144,  1196. 
1212,  1317.  1403. 

Registration,  Annual  Renewal  of, 
1196,  1306. 

Striking  off  the  Register  for 
Fin  Years,  ProvisiMi  as  to, 
1196,  1211. 

Working  Uen's  Clubs.  Charact»r 
of,  1726-1731,  1747. 
Compensation    for    licoKses  Sup- 
pressed. 

Annual  Value  of.  Method  of 
Arriving  at,  1124-1128,  1152, 
1176.  1177.  1219-1223,  1287, 
1313,  1434-1437,  1461-1456, 
1717,  1718,  1736-1737,  1746, 
1781. 

Funds  for,  Method  ci  Rainns, 
1128,  1423,  1424. 

Consolidation  of  Laws,  1443. 

Drunkenness,  Statistics  as  to  uid 
Relation  to  Number  of  Licence*, 
1121,  1141,  1142,  1174,  1180, 
1197-1200, 1203-1206.  1280,  1286, 
1294,  1316,  1327.  1440,  1457- 
1466,  1488,  1489,  1614,  1716, 
1717,  1763. 

Employment,  Effect  on,  1140.  1150, 
IlSl,  1437,  1438,  1769-1761. 

Grooen'  Lioenoes,  fUloie  to  Deal 
with,  1187. 

Iieland  and  Scotland,   Reason  for 

Exclusion,  1136,  1137,  1677. 
Lioenoes 

Ante-1869  Beer  Licences.  Positioa 
of,  1163,  1272,  1290,  1291, 
1299,  1480,  1768,  1786. 

Assnmption  of  Right  of  Renewal. 
1110-1112,  1133,  1137,  1165, 
1176,  1183,  1189,  1190.  1215, 
1299,  1300,  1325,  1326,  1329, 
1336,  1448-1450,  1468,  1469, 
1522-1628,  1683-1696,  1740- 
1742,  1767-1775,  1778. 

Local  Option  aa  to,  1135,  1166- 
1158,  1179U186,  1186,  1189, 
1737-1739, 


V<d.  187.] 


SESSION  1908. 


Mar.  30— ifo^  4. 


Iiieeiuiiig  Bill— «oM^ 

I>ebi^  on  Second  Beading— eoitt 
Liosnoes — eont. 
Off-LioeDces 

JmUoes  Licence  to  be  re" 
qoiied  for,  1443,  1444. 

New  Licences  to  be  anbject 
to  Paroobial  Prohibition, 
1444. 

'  On>Ijcenoee,  see  that  Subheading. 

Seduction  in  Number,  PropoBals 
aa  to,  1107,  1118-1123,  1147- 
1150,  1309,  1338,  1418,  1430, 
'  1463,  1520,  1716,  1743,  1764, 

1765. 

T-inanoing  CommissicHi,  Establisbment 
of,  1141,  1430.  1440,  177S. 

Mimopoly  Value,  Definition  of,  1112, 

1113,   1114,   1130,   1131,  1164, 

1156.   1174.   1214,   1312.  1324, 

1431,  1432.  1447,  1497,  1706, 
1746. 

Neceasity  for  Fartb»  LeglaUtion, 
1499-1608. 

,     '    ,  On-LIoenoes 

Statutory  Seduction  Fro- 
Tisitn  for.  1109.  1173. 

Schemes  for  Carrying  out, 
Duties  of  Licensing 
Authorities,  1129,  1281. 

PaBsenger  Boats,  Regulation  of  Drink 
Traffic  on.  1444,  1490,  1491. 

Position  of  Existing  Public-Houses 
at  Expiration  of  the  Time-Liniit, 
1178,  1179,  1291,  1292.  1431. 

Sbate  Control,  Resumption  of,  1108, 
1110,  1116,  1140,  1275.  1310- 
1312,  1326,  1420,  1430,  1734. 

Sunday  Opening,  Sestrictions  on, 
1158,  1172,  1206,  1212,  1443, 
1490,  1617. 

Temperance,  Effect  of  the  Bill  on, 
1108,  1132,  1136.  1137,  U46. 
1147,  1170,  1180-1182,  1197, 
1198.  1207.  1293,  1327,  1330. 
1752.  1779. 

Tied  Houses,  Position  of,  1166,  1750. 

Time-limit  of  Fourteen  Years,  1115- 
1117,  1130-1135.  1152-1156,  1164. 
1 173,  1 178,  1 182-1 185,  1 187, 
1191,  1192,  1213-1210,  1274, 
1290,  1293,  1296,  1311.  1319, 
1323,  1330;  1419,  1424,  1433, 
1470,  1495.  1612.  1688,  1690, 
1701-1707. 1719-1725, 1744, 1756, 
1764,  1782-1785. 

Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  Applica- 
tion to,  1714,  1715. 

Oovemment  Proposals  as  to. 
Os.    Mr.  G.  Whiteley,  Apr.  14,  1001, 
1002,  1003;    Mr.  W.  Long.  1002, 
1003;  Mr  Burdott-Coutte,  1002. 
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Lioettfing  BiU-~<of^ 

On-licences  for  which  Full  Monopoly  Value 
has  been  Paid,  Proviaiona  as  to. 
Qs.    Mr.  S.  Roberts,  Mr.  L.  Jones ; 
A.    Mr.    Asquith,    Mar.  30, 
110. 

Qt.  Mr.  S.  Boberte,  Mr.  L.  Jones ; 
Aa.  Mr.  Asqmth,  Apr.  28, 
1103. 

Redncticm  of  lioeiiceB,  Estimate  of. 
Q,    ib.  Bean;     A.   Mr.  Gladetone, 
Apr.  0,  937. 
Referring  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Douglas;  A.  B£r. 
Asquith,  May  4,  1669. 

Suspension  of  Eleven  o'Clock  Rule 

Motion  (Mr.  Aaqoith),  May  4,  1675. 

Temperance  Clubs,  Exclusion  of,  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  Wedgwwxl ;  A.   Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  U  SI8. 

Time-Limit 

Application  of,  in  Certain  Cases. 
Q.    Sir    H.    Kimber;       A.  Mr. 
Asquith,  May  4,  1669. 

Basis  of  Calculating. 
Q.    Mr.  Barnard ;  A.    BIr.  Asquith 
Apr.  2,  666. 

Workmen  Displaced  by.  Number  of,  and 
Proposals  for  Compensation. 
Qa.   Mr.  Clynes,  Mr.  Bottomley  i 
As.    Mr.      GUdstone,      Mr . 
Speaker,  Jfor.  31,  316, 

Life  Aunrance  Companiei 

Statements  Presented,  Apr.  14,  964,  974. 

Light  Railways  Act 

Report  of  Proceedings  of  Board  of  Trade 
Fiesented,  May  4,  1618. 

Limavady 

Postal  Facilities. 
O.   Mr.  Barrie ;  A.   Mr.  Boston,  May 
4,  1634. 

Lincoln  Corporation  Bill 

c  Con..  Mar.  SO.  64. 

3iL*,  Apr.  2.  63S. 
I.  IB.*,  Apr.  2,  633. 

Linen 

Irish  Hand-wo7en,  Protection  of. 

Q.    Mr.  C.  Craig;     A.    -Mr.  T.  W. 
Busselt,  Mat.  30,  99. 

Liqnor  Traffio 

Act  of  1904,  Working  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Haslam ;   A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  28,  1104. 
Borrowing  by  Local  Authorities,  Informa- 
tion as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Trevelyan ;  A.    Mr.  Qhid- 
Btone,  Apr.  1,  483. 

Children  taken  into  Public-houses,  Report 
on. 

Q.    Mr.  Fiennes ;     A.^  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. 4pr-.?.w6*feOC^le 


Liq— Uo] 


Liquor  TtaMo—eotU, 

Compeniation  Paid  (1005-7). 
Q.   Mr.  W.  T.  Wibon ;  A.   Mr.  Olad- 
stone,  Apr.  14,  985. 

Orunketinees  od  Licensed  Premisee,  Con- 
victions for  (1906-7). 
Q.   Mr.  Hyer ;  A,   Mr.  GladatoDe, 
Apr.  J,  406. 

Failures  of  Retail  Traders,  Losses  through 
(1905-7). 

Q.    Mr.  Myor;     A.    Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Apr.  1,  498. 

Government-owned  Property,  Sale  of. 
Q.    Captain  Faber ;    A.    Mr.  Asquith. 
Apr.  28,  1102. 

Grant  of  New  Licences,  Sums  Payable 
for. 

Q.    Mr.  Gibb;    A.   iSx.  Asquith, 
Apr.  28,  1103. 
Licensed  Property 

Basis  of  Valuing  for  Elutate  Duty. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Beach  ;  A.    Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Maj/  4,  1622. 

Rateable  Value  in  Ehg^d  and  Wales. 
Q.    Mr.  L.  Harris  ;   A.  Mr.  Bums, 
May  4,  1659. 

Mortality  Statistics. 
Q».    Mr.  C.  Roberts ;    Ag.   Mr.  Bums, 
Apr.  6,  893;  Apr.  27,  1032. 

Proportion  of  Hotel,  etc..  Sales  to  Total 
Amount  Consumed. 
Q.    Sir    H.    Kimber;       A.  Mr. 
Asquith.  Aj^.  2,  655. 

"  Queen  "  and  "  Sawyer's  Ams  "  (Codicote) 
Assessment. 
Q.    Mr.  Barnard  ;   A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  6,  891. 

Transfers  in  1907 

Return  Ordered,  May  1,  1611. 

^  Statistics. 

Q.    Mr.   C.    Roberts;      A.  Mr 
Gladstone.  Apr.  6,  938. 


INDEX.  [VoL  167. 

Mar.  30— May  4. 

Lloyd-Qeorge,  Bt  Hon.  H.—eoiU. 


Lisiiag:eerag;h 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell 
31,  301. 


A.   Mr.  Krrell,  Mar. 


LUneUy  Gu  BiU 

L  3b.*,  Mar.  31,  245. 
e.  la.*,  Apr.  1,  473. 
2k*  May  1,  1520. 

Xloyd-Cborge,  Et.  Hon.  H.—Chancdlor  of 

the  Eixhe-iutr  [Cunarvon  BurghsJ 

Aberdeen  Trawl  Fishermen,  Facilities  for 
Examining.  Mar.  30,  90,  01. 

Alcohol,  Revenue  derived  from,  (1888- 
1907)  Apr.  28,  1062. 

Athertoa  Station  Railway  Accident,  Cause 
of,  Apr.  6,  943. 

Australian  Preferential  Tariff  on  British 
Goods,  Apr.  6,  942. 

"  Baltic  Exchange     <k>mplaints  by  Crew, 
Mar.  30,  64. 
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Bankmptoy  Acts— Position  of  Commncis] 
^vellers,  Apr.  1,  484. 

Budget — Additi«ial  Taxation,  Suggestioiu 
for,  Apr.  30,  1397. 

Canadian  Strike- Invention  Act,  Operation 
of,  Apr.  6.  940. 

Census  of  Production  Act — Inquiry  Sche- 
dules issued,  Apr.  6,  941. 

Coal  £q>ort  Statistics  for  1907,  Jfoy  4. 
1624. 

Companies — Voting  by  proxy.  Limitation  of 
power  of.  Proposed,  Apr.  6,  941. 

Exports  and  Imports — 'Method  of  Striking 
Average  Price  of  Imported  Artkle*. 
Apr.  6,  939. 

Forth  to  Clyde  Canal— Strategical  Value, 
etc.,  Apr.  28,  lOOl. 

Garryduff'  Railway  Level  Crossing,  Apr. 
27,  1027. 

Germany — Conditions  and  Cost  of  living 
in.  Date  of  Publishing  Report*  Jfor. 
■    30,  89. 

Granite 

Norwegian  Hours  of  Labour,  etc.. 
Mar.  30,  90. 

Railway  Carriage  per  ton,  Mar.  36. 
90. 

Hop  Indastjy,  Effect  of  American  Compe- 
tition <m,Apr.  6,  942,  Apr.  14,  1007- 
1010. 

Income-Tax  Investments  abroad^  Re  venae 
from,  Apr.  30,  1398. 

Irish  Industries,  Protection  of — Traich 
Firm  fined  for  Sale  of  Lace,  etc.,  Apr. 
1.  483,  497,  498. 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  May  4,  1670-4699. 
1701,  1706. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Failures  of  Retail  Traders,  Lom« 
through,  (1905-7),  Apr.  1,  496. 

Licensed    Property,    Valuation  of. 
May  4,  1622. 
National  Debt — Unfimded  Debt,  Inform*- 
tioQ  as  to.  May  4,  1637. 

Pewsey  Railway  Level  Crossing,  FaUl 
Accidents  at,  -4pr.  1,  497. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  g,  706- 
712. 

Railways 

Engine- Drivers.  Medical  Examinatieu 
of,  Apr.  6,  943. 

Superannuation  and  Pension  Funds- 
Proposals  for  Inquiry,  Mar.  31. 
317. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure— Revenue  from 
Import  Duties  in  Great  Britain  aad 
certain  Foreign  countries,  Mar.  31 
317. 

Sugar  Production  in  United  Kingdom,  Ec- 
oouragement  of.  May  4,  1623. 

Wheat  PrioeTT-r-Metliod.jof  S&^ing  Aversp, 
Apr.6»V3».  .  '-^ 


VoL  187.] 


SESSION  1908. 
Mar.  30 — May  4. 


[Ltfc— Iion 


Looal  Aatlioritiet 

Loans,  Return  as  to — Order  [26  Aagtut, 
1907]  discharged  and  Return  Ordired, 
A-pr.  14,  976. 

Local  Anthorttiei  (Admiuion  of  the 
Press)  Bill 

e.  Report  from  Standing  Committee  A., 
Apr.  1,  521. 

Local  OoTeniment  Board  (Ireland) 

Auditors,  Work  and  Payment  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell.  A^.  14, 

m. 

Local  OoTcmment  (Ireland)  FroTisional 
Orders  (No.  1)  Bill 

I.  2b*,  ^pr.  2,  633. 

Local  OoTemment  (Ireland)  Froviiional 
Orders  (Ho.  3)  BiU 
I.  In*  Apr.  14,  061. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (Ho.  4)  Bill 

/.  IB*  A-pr.  14,  961. 

Local  OoTemment  Prorinonal  Orders 

(H0.I)  BiU 

c.  IH*  Apr.  27,  1021. 

Local  OoTenunent  Provisional  Orders 

(Ho.  2)  BUI 

e.  iB*,  Apr.  27,  1022. 

Local  OoTemment  Provisional  Orders 
(Ho-  3)  BUI 

c.  IB*.  Apr.  29,  1226. 


Local  Oovemment  Provisional 
(Ho.  4)  BUI 

e.  iB*.  Apr.  29,  1225. 


Orders 


Local  Oovemment  (Scotland) 

Ijegiiilative  Proposals. 

Qt.    Major  Anstruther-Gray  ;  As. 
Sinclair,  Mar.  31.  322. 


Mr. 


Local  Reffistration  of  Title  (Ireland) 
Act,  1891 

Amount  of  Insurance  Fund  accumulated. 
•  Q.    Mr.  Healy;     A,    Mr.  Bunciman. 
Mar.  31,  299. 

Stamp  Duties  Payable. 

Q.    Mr.  Healy;     A.    yb.  Runoiman. 
Mar.  31,  300. 

Local  Taxation 

See  under  Taxation. 

Lockwood,  Bt  Hon.  Lt-Cot  A<  Wm*f 

Epping.] 

Army,  Territorial  FtHToe 

Pocket-Book,  Froposalsu  to,  Apr,  f>- 
920. 

Truning  Period,  Mar.  78. 
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Lockwood,  Bt.  Hon.  Lt-CoL  A.-'Cont. 

Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  Convention 
with  France  as  to,  Apr.  6,  896. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment) 
Bill— Expenses  Resolntion,  Apr.  1, 
S27.  I 

Swindon  Police  Court — Case  of  J.  Dixon, 
Apr.  6,  943. 

London,  Brig^kton   and   Sonth  Coast 
EaUway  BiU 

/.  Bep*,  Apr.  14,  961. 

London  County  ConncU  (Honey)  BiU 

e.  iB*,  Apr.  29,  1226. 

London  County  ConncU  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  BiU 

c.  2b*,  Apr.  6,  887. 

London  United  Tramways  BiU 

e.  2e*  Apr.  29,  1225. 

London  University 

Accommodation  Provided  for. 

Qt.   Sir  W.  J.  Collins,  Mr.  P.  Magnus ; 
As.   'SOi.  Hobhouse,  Apr.  29,  1267. 

Long,  Bt.  Hon.  W.  H.  [Dublin,  S.J 

Agricultural  Department  Secretary,  Salary 
of,  Apr.  29,  1266. 

Army — Disbandment  of  certain  Regiments 
and  Payment  of  Cost  of  Transfer  of 
Officers,  Mar.  31,  305. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  14, 
1001. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — Govern- 
raent  Proposals  aa  to,  Apr.  14,  1002. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish — Strength  (1905 
and  1908),  Apr.  29,  1261. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  — 
Statements  of  President  of  Board  of 
Trade,  ^pr.  30,  1414. 

Glenaheiry  Explosion,  Ciroumstalicea  of 
— Public  Inquiry  upon  Oath,  proposed, 
Apr.  1, 626,  626. 

Home  Rule — Government  Policy  as  Stated 
by  Mr.  Cnmrchill,  Apr.  30,  1414,  1415. 

Land  Purchase— Staff  of  Estates  Com- 
missioners, Apr.  29,  1262, 

Licensing  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  29,  1270-1284; 
Apr.  30, 1437. 

Proposals  as  to,  ^pr.  14, 1002, 1003. 

Wl^tinA£y,  Tri:.)! — Vii>j:mrRs  iLml  Appoint- 
mpnti*  "in  ti  IDOli,  Apr.  29,  12(il. 

Pom  Law  (Jj»lud)  Bill,  te.,  itpn  9,  B40- 


Irish 


llr«in "  tlxtt  H^wm,  Apr, 


f3, 


Longford 

Applioationa  for  Sales  of  Estatee. 

Q.   Mr.  FarreU ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell,  Mm. 

30,  106. 

Extra  Police,  Employment  of. 

Q.    Mr.  FarreU ;  A,   Mi.  BirrelU  Mar. 

31.  301. 

Labourera  Act  Inqniiy — Cause  for  Delay. 
Q.    Mr.  FarreU;  A.    Mr,  BirreU,  Mar. 
31.  301. 

Lonsdale.  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh.  Mid] 

Africa,  Eaal^-Grievaiioea  of  White  Settlera- 
Apr.  30. 1390. 

Aland  Islands— Effect  of  New  Baltio  Agree- 
ment, Apr,  30, 1396. 

Atherton  Station  Bailway  Aooldoit,  Caiue 

of,  Apr,  6,  942. 
Anitr^ia 

t        Compnlaory  Military  OVaining,  New 
Soheme  for»  Mar.  30»  79. 

Preferential  Tariff  oa  Britiah  Goods, 
Apr,  6,  W2. 

Ballymore— Case  of  S.  Boiney.  Apr.  29. 

1264. 

Garden  Estate,  Disposal  of,  Apr.  28,  1063. 
*^''l631^  of  Mr.  R.  Boyte,  May  4, 

Castle  Morton  Sohoolroom,  Use  of.  for 
Political  Afoetings,  Apr.  8,  046. 

Cattle-driving  Oasei  in  1908,  Apr.  2$ 
1263. 

Ceylon— Scheme  for  Railway  Bridge  Over 
PaU£  Straits,  Apr.  2,  669. 

Charlestown  Petty  Sessions— Decision  in 
Unlawful  Assembly  Case,  Apr.  29, 
1264. 

'      Fetherstonhaugh  Estate  Unteimated  Land, 
Disposal  of,  Apr.  28,  1063. 

Forestry  Committee  Report,  Action  to 
bo  taken  on,  Apr.  29,  1265. 

Horse-breeding  Royal  Commission  Report 

Date  of  Presenting,  Jfay  4,  1661. 
India 

Mohmand   Riair^;,   Afghan  Attitude 
towards,  Apr.  30,  1389. 

North- West  Frontier  Defence— Equip- 
ment of  Troops,  Apr.  2,  669. 
Land  Purchase 

Annuities — Recovery  of  Arrears,  A  nr. 

29,  1264.  ^ 

Financial  PropoaaU,  Apr.  6,  897. 

Lcitrim  Roads.  Condition  of.  Aw.  28 
1064. 

Macdonnell,  Sir  A.— Resignation  of.  May 

4,  1628.  ' 

MalioiouB  Injury  CUims  Dealt  with  in 
Ireland  (1906  and  1907),  Apr.  6, 
902* 

Muiohester  Estate— Case  of  8.  Rainey, 

Apr.  6,  899. 

Merchant  Shipping  Commission  on  Rings- 
Date  of  Issuing  Report,  Apr.  2, 676. 
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Naval  Armamrat  I^opoaaU,  Infonnatioa 

as  to,  Apr.  30, 1384. 

Pakenham   Estate    Untenanted  Luds, 

Disposal  of.  Apr.  28,  1063. 

Bailway  Engine-drivers,  Medical  Examina- 
tion of,  Apr.  6,  942. 

Riohmtmd  Constabulary  Training  Quarters, 
Apr.  6,  899. 

South  Australia— Royal  Assent  to  Act  few 
Transfer  of  Northern  Territory,  Apr. 
30,  1390. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour  Ccmtinuance — 
Tabling  of  Correspondence  proposed. 
Mar.  30,  85. 

Tulak— Speech  ;of  Mr.  Keaneny.  Apr.  29, 
1263. 

War  Offioe— Official  Besidenoes,  Fmrision 
of^  Apr.  6,  020. 

Liffd  Chamberlain 

VueouTtt  AUAorp. 

Lord  Chancellor 
Lord  Lor^um. 

lord  Chief  Jostioe 

Lord  Alveratone. 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain 

MargueM  of  Chdmmiddey.  \ 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland 

Eari  of  Aberdeen. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Twedmouth. 

Lord  Privy  Seal 

Marquesg  of  Ripon. 

Lorebnm,  Lord— .^oni  Ohan^lor 

County  Courts  BiU,  2r.,  Apr.  2,  636. 

Lotteries  and  Advertisements 

Joint  Committee  of  Inquiry  Nominated, 
eto.,  Apr.  1,  627  ;  Apr.  2,  634,  707, 
807;  Apr.  6,883. 

Lottery  Acts 

Advertisements   of   Premium    Bonds  in 
Newspapers,  Application  to. 
Qs.    Mr.    Bottomley ;      A».  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  29,  1249. 

Longhglynn 

Allegations  a^inst  Stephen  Flanagan. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'DoDneU;  A.  Mr.  Binell, 
Apr.  6,  014. 

Lontb  and  Eaat  Coast  Bailway  ^tnauta) 
Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  2,  638. 

"raaaad  by 


Sa.*  Apr.  28, 


f^l^l  by  Google 
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Lovat,  Lord 

Army.  Territorial  Force 

Horses,  Provision  of  oa  Mobilisation, 
Mar.  31,  254. 

"  Unit "  Definition  of.  Mar,  31,  264. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in— Correspondence  between  Lady 
Cathoart  and  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
Mar.  31,  276-278. 

Low  Valley 

Catholic  School,  Recognitioa  of. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley ;   A.  Hr.  Bnnoiman, 

Apr.  29.  1252. 

Lowther,  Et  Hon.  J.  W.  [Cumberland, 
Penrith]  [for  Rulings  as  Speaker,  see 
Utlea  Speaker  and  Questions]. 

Lunacy 

Ireland — Maintenance  of  Lunatics. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Craig ;  A.  Mr.  BirreU,  Mar.  30, 
106. 

ReligiouB  Excitement,  Insanity  Arising 
from. 

Q.   Mr.   Bottomley;    A.   Mr.  H. 
Samuel,  Apr.  29,  1242. 

Lnndon,  Ur.  W.  [Limerksk.  £.] 

Clonourry  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Apr.  2, 
683. 

Croker  Estate — Case  of  iir.  Power,  Apr.  2, 
692. 

Enumua  Smith's  School  Estate,  Sale 
Proposals,  Apr.  S,  693. 

LnptOn,  Mr.  A.  [Lincolnshire,  Sleaford] 

Cardiff  Assizes — Sentences  of  Punishment 
by  Flogging,  Apr.  6,  937. 

Enfield  Vaccine  Station,  Apr.  2,  757. 

Heighington  Fen — Case  of  W.  Mitchell, 
Apr.  29,  1254.  1255. 

Indian  Railway  Extensioo  to  Afghan 
Frontier,  Apr.  29,  1239. 

Licsensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  29,  1337. 

Manchester  Unemployed  Distorbance, 
Maif  4,  1656. 

Lvigan 

INsteess,  Proposals  for  Belief  of. 

Q.  TOr.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell.  ilfar.  30, 
70. 

Postal  Officials,  Pay  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Apr.  2, 
478. 

LyndhfVr.H.P.B.rroi'kshire,  W.B.  Bipcm] 
Afghanistan — C<nuent  of  Amir  to  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement,  Apr,  28,  1082, 
1083. 

Indian  Army  Expenditure,  Reasons 
against  Redaction  in,  Apr.  28,  1086. 

Trade  Reports— Bevislon  of  Fonn,  pro- 
posed, Apr,  28,  1096. 
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Turkey 

Customs  Inerease,  Allooati<m  of 
Revenue  from,  Apr.  30,  1394. 

^anoraodum  Adjoints  of  the 
Povers  at  Saltmika,  Date  of 
Presenting,  Apr.  28,  1089. 

Lyster  Estate 

Untenanted   Land,    Ofler  for— Case  of 
W.  Phelan,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany;    A.  Mr.  Cherry, 
Mar.  31,  328. 

Lyttelton,  Et.  Hon.  A.  [StGeorge's  Hanover 

Square] 

Education  (Ei^fland  and  Wales)  Bill- 
Statements  of  President  of  Board  of 
Trade,  Apr.  30,  1413. 

Hilsea— Sale  of  "Coach  and  Horses" 
Public-house  by  the  War  Office, 
May  4,  1708. 

Housing  Bill,  Explanatory  Memorandum, 
Circulation  of,  proposed,  Apr.  1,  521. 

Lhiensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  29,  1287;  May 
4,  1693,  1699-1712,  1736. 

UcArtlinT,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  Physical 
Defects  in  Workman,  Effect  on  In- 
surance Schemes,  Apr.  30,  1403. 

KoClonefhry  Estate 

Case  of  F.  Chambers. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Apr. 
28,  1065. 

McCrae,  Mr.  G.  [Edinburgh.  E.] 

Budget — Date  of  Introduction,  Apr.  29, 
1267. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Leicester] 

Ciimberwell  (Pcckham)  Piir  ianientary 
Election  Expenditure,  Legality  of — 
Inquiry  proposed.  Mar.  30,  96. 

Faotories 

Accidents  Reported,  Increase  in,  May 
4,  1656. 

Inspectors,  Qualifications  of.  May  4, 
1655. 

Inspectorships — ^Nomhiations  for  Ex- 
aminations, May  4,  1654. 

Macdonnell>  Sir  A. 

See  under  Ireland. 

Mackameas,  Mr.  T.  C.  [Berks,  Newbury] 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Bill,  Dis- 
cussion of,  Mar.  30,  112. 

Natal 

Administration,  Proposals  for  Revis- 
ing, Apr.  6,  929. 

Diniznln,  Trial  of— Charges  and  Pro- 
cedure, Apr.  6,  927. 

Martial  Law,  Contiunaoce  of,  Apr.  6, 
929,  930. 
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UoEeima,  Bt.  Hon.  'K.—Firat  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  [Monmouth,  N.] 

ArmamoDt  Proposals,  Information  as  to, 
Apr.  30,  1384. 

Average  of  Attendanoe  and  Number  of 
School' Places  in  1907.  Apr.  1,  fiOl. 

Bromley— Case  of  O.  Ooooh,  Apr.  6,  MS. 
"  Bulwark,"  Maximum  Drao^t  Apr. 
2S,  1053. 

Canada 

Ednoation  Rate.  Allocation  Apr. 
!  €,  944. 

Fisheries,  Vessels  Employed  in  Pro* 
tecttDg,  Apr.  30,  1385. 

Castle  Morton  Schoolroom,  Use  of,  for 
Politioal  Meetings,  Apr,  6,  045,  &46. 

Code,  Date  of  Presenting,  Mar.  30,  94. 

Defence  of  the  Em[nre — ^Army  Transport 
by  Sea  in  War  Time,  May  4,  1640. 

Dredging  of  Certain  Harbours,  Expenditure 
on.^pr.  28.  1053. 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act — 
Number  of  Children  Fed  during  Week 
ended  Slst  March — CompaiisoD  with 
Berlin  Schools,  Mar.  31,  322. 

Egypt — Period  of  Lending  Admiralty 
Dredgers,  Apr.  30,  1382. 

Elementary    Education   (England  and 

Wales)  Bill 

Clause  3,  subsection  3,  Transfers 
Permitted  by,  Apr.  2,  666. 

Grants  included  in  Estimate,  Apr.  2, 
655. 

Headmasters  of  Abandoned  Schools, 
Position  of.  Mar.  31,  321. 

Teachers,  Power  to  Compel  to  give 
B«)igious  Instruction,  Mar.  30, 
61,  94. 

Engine-room  Artificers 

EfTcct  of  New  Scheme,  A  pr.  28,  1073. 

Fourth  Class,  Candidates  Examined 
for,  Apr.  28,  1072. 

Explo<iivos — Cordite 

Amount  Containing  Mercuric  Chloridf 
on  Board  Ships  and  Ashore, 
Apr.  30,  1383  ;  Mat/  4,  1641. 

Reserve  of — Disposal  of  Explosives 
Containing  Mercuric  Chloride,etc., 
Apr.  28,  1076,  1077. 

Silver  Test,  Value  of,'  Apr.  28, 
1078  ;   Mas  4,  1642. 

Fishery  Grounds,  Protection  of,  Majf  4, 
1641. 

"Gladiator,"  Complement  ot,  Apr.  29, 
1235. 

Hamble  Biver — Mooring  of  Torpedo  Craft, 
Propuab  for,  Apr.  28,  1075,  1076. 

t      Legal  Advisers  of  the  Eidncation  Board, 
Duties  and  Salaries  of,  Apr.  6,  947.  . 
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"  Indus" 

Mechanician  E«tabliBbment.RMrraii^- 
mmt  of,  Apr.  28,  1072. 

Officers,  Additicms   to  be  Made  to 
Number  of,  Apr.  28,  1072. 

Mechanician  —  QualificaticHia  Required 
for  Rating,  Apr.  28,  1073. 

Mica  Boiler  Covering  Company,  Police 
Court  Judgment  against,  Apr.  30, 
1384. 

Night  Patrol  without  Lights,  Danger  to 
Shipping  from,  Apr.  29,  1235. 

Organisation  and  lining  in  the  Navy — 
Inquiry  into  Effect  of  New  Scheme, 
Apr.  28,  1075. 

Pensioners.  Naval,  System  of  Emptosring. 
Apr.  28,  1074. 

Replacement  of  Lost  Veasds,  Majf  4,  lOK. 

1639. 

Salvage'  Operatiana  on    Veasels  reoentlv 

Lost,  Mat/  4,  1638,  1639. 

Shipbuilding  Programme  —  Lock-out  in 
the  Trade,  fVobable  Effect  of,  Apr, 

28,  im. 

Shotton  School,  Decision  as  to,  Jfor.  31, 
320. 

Solent,  Jurisdiction  over  Navigation  in, 
Apr.  30,  1386;  May  4,  1641. 

Southampton 

Catiiolic   Attendance    at  Secondary 

School.  Mar.  31,  321. 

Catholic  School,  Treatment  of  — 
Deputatioi^  proposed,  A  pr.  6,  946. 

Submarines 

Adoption  of  Siebe-Gorman  Apparatus, 
May  4, 1639. 

Service,  Length  of.  Apr.  28,  1073. 

Swansea  Education  Dispute  —  Present 
Position.  Apr.  €,  948. 

Teachers  Registration  Council 

Position    of    Registrar    under  New 
Scheme,  Apr.  2,  683. 

Proposals  as  to,  Apr.  2,  683. 

Torpedo-boat  Destroyers  —  Conatroction 
PropoPolB,  May  4,  1639,  1640. 

Training  Colleges,  Religions  Instoncticnr 
given  in,  .4pr.  2,  644 ;  Apr.  0,  947. 

Uaclean,  Kr.  J).  [Bath] 

Children  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  /,  S78-fi8a 

Licensing  Bill/  2r.  Apr.  30,  1512-1518. 

Taxes,  Collection  of  —  Powers  of  and 
Control  over.  Collectors,  Apr.  6,  890. 

Hacnamara,  Dr.  T-  J. — Secreiarj/  lo  Ae  Ai- 

miralty  [Camberwell,  N.] 
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MaoHeill,  Mr.  J.  0.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Army— Case  of  D.  Gallagher,  Apr.  2,  666. 

Brnckless  Railway  Station,  Condition  of, 
Apr.  2.  697. 

Cardiff  Assizes  —  Sentences  of  Punishment 
by  Flogging,  Apr.  6,  936,  937. 

Crown  Jewels,  Loss  of  ~  All^tions  as  to 
Identity  of  Thief,  Apr.  1,  SIO. 

Galway  —  lYial  of  J.  and  P.  Joyce  and  J. 
Walsh,  Apr.  1,  SI4. 

Kingstown   Harbour   Dispate,   Apr.  1, 
632  ;  Apr.  2,  790 ;  Apr.  6,  956. 

'*  Ulster"  Incident,  Apr.  2,  703,  704. 

Questions — Reference  to  Provioua  Question 
not  in  Order,  Apr.  1,  495. 

KacTeagh.  Mr.  J.  [Down,  S.] 

Fost  OflBce  Mail  Service — Canadian  Con- 
tract, May  4,  1666. 

HacVeigh,  JSt.  C.  [Donegal,  E.] 

Mansfield  Estate — Case  oi  G.  Diver,  Apr.  0, 
904. 

Kaeedonia 

Reform  Proposals — Correspondence  with 
Turkey  presented,  Mar.  30, 1 ;  Apr.  14, 

962,  972. 

lEaconohy  Estate 

Vesting  Orders,  Issue  of. 
•    Q.    Mr.  Farrell ;  A.   Mr.  Birrell,  ifar. 
30, 106. 

Xagittrates 

Ireland — Vacancies  and  Appointments  since 
1906. 

Q.'  Mr.  Long;  A.    Mr.  T.  W.  Rus- 
sell, ^pr.  29,  126L 

Kagnns,  Sir  P.  [London  University] 

Education — Teachers  Registration  Council 
Position    of    Registrar    under  new 
scheme,  j4pr.  2,682. 

Proposals  as  to,  Apr.  2,  683. 

London  University,  Accommodation  Pro- 
vided for,  Apr.  29,  1257. 

Kail  to  Charing  Crois 

Date  of  Opening 
Os.    Mr.  A.  Douglas.  Apr.  2.  731  ;  Mr. 
Harcoort,  735,  764 ;  Sir  F.  Banbury, 
752. 
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Uanchester-eon'* 

Unemployed  Demonstration — Sentence  on 
Leaders. 

Ob.  Mr.  Clynea.  Apr.  14,  1018 ;  Mr. 
H.  Samuel,  1019;  Mr.  Crooks, 
1019. 

Q.   Mr.  Clynes  ;  A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 

Mar.  31,  3.10. 
Qa.    Mr.  Clynes,  Mr.  Lupton  ;  Aii. 
Mr.  Gladstone,  May  4,  1656. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Rep.*,  Apr.  14,  968.  J  ' 

Con.*,  May  4,  1613. 


Manchester  Estate 

Case  of  S.  Rainey. 
Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale ; 
Apr.  6,  899. 


A.   Mr.  Cherry, 


Hanohnria 

Consulate  at  Mukden,  Expenditure  on. 
08.   Mr.  Fell.  Apr.  2,  760 ;   Mr.  Hsr. 
court,  762. 

Hanafield  Estate 

Case  of  G.  Diver. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  MaoVeigh  ;  A,    Mr.  Cherry, 
Apr.6,y(A. 

Marble  Arch 

Profliress  of  Works. 
Q8.  Mr.Rees,4pr.2,742. 

Margarine 

Sale  as  Butter,  Safeguards  a^inst. 
Q.    tSx.  Barrie;    A.    Sir  E.  Straohey, 
Mar.  30,  95. 

Margate  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Rep.  K.*,  Apr.\14,  968. 
Con,*,  Apr.  30,  1373. 
3s.*  May  4,  1613. 

B.  [Nottinghamshire, 


Hallet,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Plymouth] 

Home  Rale — Protests     against  British 
Administaiticni,  Btc,  Mar.  30. 176-177. 

liomd  BoaiiOf 

J/ftr.  3/,  314, 

J  fnti  tr^r  '•' , 


I  !. 


Markhftm,  Mr. 

Mansfield] 

Licensing  Bill.  2r..  May  4.  1730. 

Marks,  Mr.  H.  H.  [Kent  Thanet] 

Ceylon  Road-making — Employment  of 
Women  and  Girls,  Apr.  30, 1389. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  withdrawals  on 
demand,  frauds  arising  from,  Apr.  30, 
1406. 

Shop  Bill,  2r..  May  1,  1550-1550. 

Volunteers — Strength  on  3l8t  March,  May  4 
1648. 

Marriagei 

Scotland — Annual  Report  Presented,  Mar, 

J".  2, 

IVlarnei  Womeu'i  Property  Bill 


lit!  Enlargement  and 
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Kftrylebone 

Property  olaimed  by  Iiorcl  Portman. 
Q,   Ur.  C.  Money;    A.   Hr.  Barns, 
Apr.  30,  1406. 


Uaaon,  Mr.  A.  E.  W.  [Coventry] 

Licensing  Bill.  2b..  ylpr.  29, 130&-13ie. 

MftMD,  Kr.  J.  7.  [Windsor] 

Food  Bednoiim  <A  Lnport  Dnties  on.  pro- 
posed, Apr.  2j  700. 

Berenne  from  Import  Duties  in  Great 
Britain  and  oertain  Foreign  CountrteB, 
Mar.  31,  317  ;   Apr.  2,  676. 

Maine,  Ur.  J.  [Wiltshire,  CriokUde] 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  31, 
387-389. 

Senate  of  proposed  Universities,  Jfay 
4,  1620. 

Kasterman,  Mr.  C.  F.  0.  [Weat  Ham,  N.] 

Home  Bule — Protests  against  British  Ad- 
ministration, etc..  Mar.  SO,  170-175. 

Meag-her,  Mr.  M.  [Kilkenny,  N.] 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank — ^Women  Clerkn, 
Salaries  under  New  Scheme,  Apr.  1, 
499. 

Meat 

CaicasBB  <A  Calves  impwted  fEoin  Holland 
aad  Belgium. 

Q.    Hr.  Field ;  A.    Sir  E.  Stnohey. 
Apr.  14,  988. 

^port  Regulations. 

Q.   Mr.  Field ;  A.    Mr.  Bums,  Apr.  U, 
994. 

Meehan,  Mr.  F.  A.  [Queen's  County,  Leix] 
Crumkeerin  Estate  of  Mrs.  Tate,  Miss 
Butiedge  and  Mr.  McLooghy,  Sal  i  of, 
Apr.  6,  900. 

MensiMf  Mr.  W.  [Lanarkshire,  S.] 

Xaval  Ki^t  Patrol  without  Lights, 
Danger  from,  Apr,  29,  1236. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

Continental  Tyre  and  Rubber  Company 
Advertisement,  Infringement  by. 
Q.    Mr.  E.  Cecil ;  A.    Mr.  Kearley, 
Apr.  S8,  1095. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Commission  on  Rings — Date  of  issuing 
Report. 

Q.    Mr.  Londsale;  A.  Mr.  Kearley, 
Apr.  2.  675. 
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Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
BiU 

c  1b.«  Mar.  31,  291. 

Mr.  E.  G.  [Suffofd, 


Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation  BiU 

I  3b.*  Mar.  31,  245. 
c.  Ik.*  Apr,  1,  473. 
an.*  Apr,  27,  1021. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill 

(.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar.  3j, 
245. 

e.  lB.«  Apr.  14,  968. 
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Meysffr-Thompson, 
Haodsworth] 

Hamstead  Colliery  Disaster— Reoosuitkm 
of  Efforts  for  Rescue,  Mag  4,  1067. 

Mim  Boiler  Covering  Company 

Police  Court  Judgment  against. 

Qa.    Mr.  Hudson;   Aa.    Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  30,  1384. 

Mioklem,  TSl.  K.  [Hertfordshire,  Watford] 

India — ^Mandi  OhiefBhip,  Memorial  m  to* 

Apr.  2,  646, 

Midwives  Act,  1902 

Dootor'a  Fee*  Krovisions  for  Payment  of. 
Q.   Mr.       Waaon;    A.   Mr.  Burns, 
ifay^  165& 

Militia 

Artillery  StaS,  Proposals  as  to. 

Q,    Major  Anstruther-Gray ;     A.  ilr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  2,  664. 

Colours  of  Disbanded  Units,  Expenses  of 
Escort  for  handing  over. 

Q.    Lord  J.  Joicey-Cecil ;  A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  1.  492. 

Disbanded  Battalion  Officers,  Proposals 
for  Transfer  of. 
Q.   Sir  T.  Glen-Coats:     A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Apr.  2,  660. 

Enlistments  and  Discharges  in  1907-8. 
Q.    Mr.   Ashley;      A.   Mr.  Haldane, 
May  4,  1642. 

Establishment — Return   Presented,  Apr. 
U,  963;  Apr.  27,  1024. 

^ife     Artillery   Training     under  Xcw 

Scheme. 

Q.    Major    Anatnither-Gray ;  A. 
Mr.  Haldane.  Mar.  30.  83. 

Irish  Battalions — Recruiting  Statistitjs. 
Q.    Captain  Craig ;    A.    Mr.  Kaldaue, 
Apr.  1,  490. 

Movements    Contemplated    undoi  Now 
Scheme. 

Qs.    Captain  Craig ;  Aa.    Mr.  Hal- 
dane, Apr.  2.  664. 

Non-Commissioned  Officers  of  Permanent 
Staff — Position  under  New  Scheme. 
Q.    Mr.   FeU;    A.    Mr.  Haldane. 
Apr.  3,  817. 

Milk  Supply 

Import  Statistics  and  System  of  Inspcc  Liuu. 
Q8.    Mr.  J.  CoUinga ;  Aa.    Mr.  Bums, 
Apr.  29,  1246. 

Ireland — ^Adoption  of  Local  Regulations. 
Qa.    Mr.  Devlin ;  Mr.  Moore ;  At.  Mx 
Birrell,  Apr.  1,  605. 

T>cgi8lntive  proposals. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  CoUings ;    A.    Mr.  Bums 
Apr.  29,  1234. 

Report  on  Metropolitan  Area. 
Q.    Sir  F.  ^  " 
Apr.  1,  499.ud  by 
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Kinisten  of  the  Crown 

Cabinet  Rank,  Be-eleotion  on  Attaining — 
Reriflion  of  Present  SyBtam. 

Q.   Sir  W.  Holland ;  A.    Hr,  As- 
qnith,  Apr,  29, 1233. 

WAin,  Higher 

Licensed  Premises,  Information  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.    D.    A.    Thomas;     A.  Mr. 
Qladatone,  Apr.  14,  983. 

KttcihaU-inunnMm,  Mr.  W.  [Limark.  N.w.] 

Admiralty  Contraota— Use   of  British 
Materials,  Apr.  2,  662.  , 

Ancieat  Honoments,  Expenditure  on  Mun- 1 
tenanoe  of,  Apr.  8,  754. 

Army  | 
Cavalry — Scottish  Bai  racks.  Selection 
of  Sites  for.  Mar.  31,  304. 

Cordite  Containing  Mercuric  Chloride. 
New  Test  for  and  Amount  Re-  | 
jeoted.  Mar.  30,  81.  i 

Scottish  Horse,  Recruiting  for,  Apr.  6,  | 

920.  ; 
Colonies,  Tariff  Reduction  proposals  be-  i 
tween,  Apr.  28,  1088.  I 

Oranite,   British  and  Foreign,  Relative  I 
Cost  of.  Apr.  28,  1094.  ! 

Hanlbowline  Works,  Granite  used  for,  Mar.  | 
30,  74,  75.  , 

Royal   Scottish   Museum — Conditions  of 
Accepting  Articles  on  Loan,  Mar.  30,  \ 
98. 

Russia — ^Imi«isonmMit  of  Mr.  Luxemburg,  t 
Apr.  28,  1088.  i 

Spanish  Preference  Law,  Translation  of 
Apr.  28,  1094. 

Uonaghan 

Evicted  Holdings  and  R(;-in.statemeQt  pro- 


Mr.  Lwiner ; 
Apr.  1,  481. 


A.    Mr.  Bir.-oU 


XODd,  Kr.  A.  [Chester] 

Flmal  Policy 

Manufactured  Imports,  Objections  to 
Duties  on.  Mar.  31,  403-413.  431. 

Tariff  for  Revenue  purpose  only,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  31,  411-413. 

Money,  Mr.  L.  0.  C.  [Paddington.  N.] 

Marylebone— Property  Claimed  by  Lord 
Portman,  Apr.  30,  1405. 

Motorists,  Pepalty  on,  for  not  Stopping 
after  Running  over  Persons,  Apr.  30, 
1404. 

Shrewsbury  Railway  Disaster — ^Finding  of 
Inquiry.  Apr.  29, 1245. 

War  Office  Storehouse  Clerks, 
Apr.  30,  1386. 


6? 


Pay^  of. 


Kontray  Estate 

Case  of  M.  A.  McCarron. 
Q.    Mr.  Lardner;  A.    Mr.  Birrell.  Apr, 
1,  481. 

Kontrose  Burghs 

Parliamentary  Election — ^New  Writ  Isaned) 
Apr.  28,  1041. 

Hooneyi  Hr.  J.  J.  [Newry] 

Kingstown  Harbour  Dispute,  Apr.  2,  630, 
632  ;  Apr.  2,  774-776,  780,  793. 
"  Ulster  "  Incident,  Apr.  2,  701. 
Victoria  Wharf,  Use  of,  Apr.  6,  953. 
Naval  Works  at  Haulbowline,  Granite  used 
for,  Mar.  30,  75. 

Moore,  Mr.  W.  [Armagh,  N.] 

Castle  Morton  School  Room,  Use  of,  for 
Political  Meetings,  Apr.  6,  946. 

Glenaheiry  Explosion 

Blasting  Powder  and  Fnae,  Police 
Knowledge  of  Puiehase  of,  Apr. 
1,  511,  512,513. 

Circumstances  of — Public  Inquiry  apon 
Oath,  proposed,  Apr,  2,  603- 
616. 

Document  Produced  at  Waterford 
Assizea.  ifor.  30,  105. 

Insinuations  against  Lord  Aahtown, 
Apr.  1,  609. 

Preston,  District  Inspector,  Report 
of,  Apr.  1,  610-613. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  31, 

368-379. 

Kingstown  Harbour  Dispute,  jlpr.  2,  788- 
790. 

Lorgan  Postal  Officials,  Fay  of.  Apr.  1, 478. 

Milk  Supply — Adoption  of  Local  Regula- 

tions,  Apr.  1,  505. 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  3,  858- 

860. 

Post  Office — Irish  Service,  Expenditure 
on,  Mar.  SO,  109. 

Moray  Firth 

Illegal  Trawling,  Proposals  for  Preventing; 
Qs.    Captain  Waring.  Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson  ; 
Aa.    Mr.  Sinohur,  Apr.  30, 1412. 

MOZgan,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Carmarthen,  W.] 

Carmarthen  Prison — Abolition  of  Female 
Quarters,  May  4,  1653. 

Morley,  Bt  Hon.  Viscount— ■Secretory  of 

Stale  for  India. 
Afghanistan — Views  of  Amir  on  Anglo- 
Russian  Convention,  Apr.  14,  98A. 
Army 

Churches — Number  Consecrated,  etc.* 

Apr,  28,  1068. 
Officers'  Pensions,  System  of  Calcn- 

latmg  Service  for,  Apr.  2,  668. 
Strength 

Information  given  in  Answer  of 
13th  Maroh.  1906,  Apr.  2. 
647. 

Report  of  Commission  after  tho 

Mutiny,  .<lpr.  2,  646. 
Statistics  in  Finance  Committee 
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Korley,  Bt.  Hon.  Visoonnt— <»»K. 

Baroda  —  Measures       Introdooed  by 
Maharajah.  Mar.  31,  306. 

Bengal  Judicial  Services,  Rearrangement 
of,  Apr.  6,  910. 

Ilduoation 

Clainia  of  Indian  Graduates  for  Em- 
ployment, Jfor.  31,  298. 

Vernacular  Languages,  Use  of,  Apr. 
2,  667. 

Mukdi  Chiefship,  Memorial  as  to,  Apr.  2, 
646. 

Korth   West    Frontier  Dofenre — Equip- 
ment of  Troops,  Apr.  2,  609. 

Opium,  Medicinal  Use  of.  Mar.  31,  297. 

Penal    Code — Interpretation    of  Section 
124a..  Mar.  31,  306,  307. 

Tea    Export    by    Quotta-Nuehki  Route, 
Apr.  2,  667,  668. 

Whipping  Act — -Amendment  Proposals, 
Apr.  2,  66S,  660. 

Korpeth,  Viscount  [Birmingham,  s.] 

Children  Bill,  2b.,  A^r.  1,  582-585. 

Korrich  More  ^' 

Lends,  Disposal  of, 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;    A.    Mr.  Sinclair,  May 
4,  1665. 

Korrogfli  Bernard  Estate 

Sale  Pro]>osalE — Case  of  J,  Golden. 

O.    Mr.  Bohtnd  i  A.    Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Apr.  28,  1100. 

HortOn,  Mr.  A.  a  [Sutherland] 

Ancient  Monuments,  Expenditure  on  Main 
tenancp  of.  Apr.  2,  746,  756. 

Bndinin'sh  Dog-Poisoning  Cases,  Informa- 
tion a8  to.  Mar.  31,  322. 

Edinburgh  Law  Courts,  Expenditure  on 

A  pr.  2,  746. 
Fishery  Grounds,  Protection  of,  Mag  4, 

1640.  t 

France — Cost  of  Embassy  at  Patis,  ^pr.  2, 
704. 

Government  Offices 

Expenditure   on  Furniture,  Apr.  2, 
745. 

Scotland,  Increased  Expenditure  in, 
Apr.  2,746. 

House  of  Commons  Kitchen  Committee 
Accounts,  Apr.  30,  1410. 

(Iaw  Courts,  New.  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of,  Apr,  2,  746 

Shetland  Herring  Fishery,  Effect  of  Whale 
Fishing  on,  Apr.  30, 1412. 

Whaling  Ldcencps,  Rcstrietions  on  Granting, 
Apr.  1,  502. 

Mothenrell  Burgh  Extension,  etc.  Bill 

c  Con*,  Apr.  6,  886. 

^v.*,Apr.27,iVl2\.  I 
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Accidents  to  Foot  Passengers,  etc. — Penalty 
on  Motorists  for  Running-away. 
Q».   Mt.  J.  C.  Waeon,  Mr.  C.  Money  ; 
A.   Ur.  Boras,  Apr.  30, 1404. 

Army  Transport,  «ee  Army — ^Motor  Trans- 
port. 

Excessive  Speed  on  Pablio  Roads,  Re- 
striction of. 

Qa.  Mr.  J.C.Waaon,CiHi««uaCntig; 
At.    Mr.  Bums,  Apr.  2,  677. 

Hill-climbing  Contests  on  Public  Highways, 
Q.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wason ;  A.    Mr.  Bums, 
Apr.  2,  662. 

Omnibnees 

Noise  and  Vibration,  Stetidard  for 

Limiting. 
Q.    Sir  H.   Craik;      A.  Mr 
Gladstone,  Apr.  2,  674. 
Police  Duties  in  London  Streets,  with 
Regard  to. 

Qt.    Sir  H.   Craik:  As. 
Mr.  H.  Samuel,  ^pr. 

30,  1399. 

Regulations  for  Inspection  and  Choice 
of  Route. 

Qe.    Sir  H.  Craik;  Aa. 
Mr.  Gladstime,  Mar. 

31,  316. 

Speed  Limit — ^ApplioationB   from  Local 
Antiioritles. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;    A.  Mr. 
Bums.  Mar.  30,  92. 

Movable  Dwellings  Bill 

h  2R..ilpr.  j,447. 

Muldoon,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  E.] 

Burrows,  A.  C,  Charge  againtit,  Apr.  6, 
951. 

Constabulary  Duties  under  Hesltb  and 
Sanitary  Laws,  etc..  Mar.  31,  325. 

Omagh  Post  Office — Employment  of  Tele- 
graph MesftengcTB  in  Delivering  Re- 
ligious Tracts.  Mar.  31,  329. 

Mullingar 

Labourers'  Cottages  at  Rathnurc. 
Q.    Sir  W.  Kiigent;    A.    Mr.  Birrell. 
Apr.  14,  997. 

Monioipal  Eepresentation  Bill 

{.  Report  from  Standing  Committee,  ifor. 
31.  247. 

Rtp*  Apr.  1,  466. 

SB*  ^pr.  2.  636. 
f.  la*  Mas  4,  1674. 

Momaghan,  Mr.  &.  [Tyrone,  Mid.] 

Whalley  Estate — Cose  of  B.  Patterson, 
Apr,  2,  657. 

Murphy,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  E.] 

Education  Grant,  Propoe^la  for  Iiusreasing, 

^P^-«'^ft,zed  by  Google 
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Xurphy,  Hr.  H.  J.  [Kilkenny,  S.] 

Iriih  Provident  Assuntnoe  Company,  Po- 
BitionoU  Apr.  2,  esO. 

Xyer,  Hr.  H.  [Lambeth,  N.] 

Cordite,  Navy  Reserve  of — Disposal  of 
Explosives  oontaining  Mercuric 
Chloride,  etc..  Apr.  28, 1076. 

Liquor 'baffle 

Dnmkenness  on  Licensed  Premiaes, 
Convictions  f<N:  {100&-1907),  Apr. 
2,496. 

Failure  of  Retail  Traders,  Losses 
through  (190^1907).  Apr.  i,  498. 

Sannetti,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Dnblin,  College  Green] 
Dublin  Post  Office — Case  of  J.  Keenan, 
Mar.  36,  5S. 

Katal 

Administoation,  Proposals  for  Revising. 
Q.   Hr.  Hackarness ;  A.   Hr.  Churchill, 
Apr.  6,  029. 
Cakijana,  Case  of. 
Q.   Mr.  G.  Greenwood;  .4.  Colonel  Seely. 
.     May  4,  1652. 

Binizulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and  Procedure. 
Qa.    Mr.   Ellis,   Mr.   Lehmann ;  As. 

Mr.  Churchill,  Mar.  31,  310. 
Qt.    Mr.  MackamesB,  Sir  G.  Parker ; 

As.    Mr.  Churchiil,  Apr.  6.  927. 

Qt.    Mr.  Herbert ,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  As. 

Mr.  Churchill,  Apr.  6,  932. 
Qs,   Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Bylea ;    A».  Col. 

Seely,  Apr.  29.  1239. 

Imnisonment,  Law  of, 
Q.   Mr.   Belloc;     A.    Colonel  Seely, 
Ma^  4.  1649. 
Indian  Immigration,  etc..  Legislative  Pro- 
posals for  dealing  with. 
Q,   Mr.  Rees ;   A.   Colonel  Seely, 
Jfoy  4,  1649. 
Martial  Law 

Administration  by  Sir  D.  Mackenzie. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson ;  A.  Col. 
Seely,  Apr.  28,  1086. 

Continuance  of. 
Qs.   Mr.  Mackameas;     At.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Apr.  6,  929. 

Natives  Arrested  and  Punished  under. 
Q.    Mr.  G.  Greenwood ;  Mr. 
Runciman,  Apr.  2,  670. 

Native  Affairs  Commission,  Findings  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Mackameas ;     A.    Mr.  Chur-  i 
chill,  Apr.  6,  928. 

Native  Representation  in  Parliament,  Legis- 
lative Propoeab  for. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  B.  Harmsworth;  A. 
Colonel  Seely,  Apr.  30,  1390. 
Negotiations  with  Argentina,  Information 
as  to. 

Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke;    A,   Mr.  Chur- 
chiU,  Apr.  3,  SII. 

Vttioaal  Debt 

Unfunded  Debt,  lafonnation  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashton;^.   Hr.  Lloyd-Oeorge, 
May  4,  1637. 
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Extension,  Proposals  na  to. 
Oa.    Mr.    A.  Douglas,    Apr.  2,  732 ; 
Mr.   Harcourt.  736,  751;  LobI 
Baloarres,  750.  761. 

Number  of  Visitor  on  Simdays. 

Oa.   Lord  Joicey.ifar.  31, 261 ;  Marquees 
of  Lansdowne,  262. 

national  FhyBioal  Laboratory 

Beceipt«  and  Expenditure — Account  Or- 
dered, Apr.  29,  1233. 


Havy 


First  Lord—'Ri^t  Hon.  R.  McKenna. 

Financial  Secretary— Dr.  T.  J.  Hac- 

namara. 

Armament  Proposala,  Information  as  to. 
Q.   Mr.  Loniidale ;   A.   Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  30,  1384. 

Armoured  Cruisers  undergoing  Refit. 
Qa.    Mr.  Kield  ;  As.   Mr.  E.  Robertson. 
Mar.  30.  73. 

Battle  Practice 

Courts  of  Inquiry  held  on  Results. 
Qs.    Viscount  Castlereagh ;  As. 
Mr.  Lambert,  Apr.  6,  918. 

Trial  Shots  6red. 
Qs.    Viscount   Castlereagh ;  As. 
Mr.  E.  Robertson,  ifar.  30,  72. 

Battlediipe 

Annual  Cost, 
Qs.    Hr.  Cox  ;  Aa.    Hr.  E.  Robert> 
son,  Mar.  30,  60.  76. 

Auxiliary  Ei^ines  on  Modem  Vessel 
compared  with  one  of  1877. 
Q.    Mr.   Wedgwood;   A.  Hr. 
E.  Robertson,  Mar.  30,  56. 

"  Bulwark  "  maximum  draught  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Bellnirs ;    A.     Hr.  HcKenna, 
Apr.  28,  1053. 

Chatham  Hospital  Cooking  Staff. 
Q.    Mr.  Jenkins  ;  A.    Mr.  E.  Robertson 
Mar.  30,  60. 

Coastguards,  see  that  tiUe, 
Dockyards— Stonemasons,  Rate  of  Pay  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Fell;  A.    Mr.  ;.E.  RobortKm. 
Apr.  2.  663. 

*'  Dreadnought,"  Arming  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Bellain. ;  A.     Mr.   E.  Robert. 

son.  .-Ipr.  14,  978. 

Pledging  of  certain  Harbours,  Expenditure 
on. 

Q.    Mr.  Bellairs;     A.     Mr.  Mc- 
Kenna. Apr.  28,  1053. 

Engine-room  Artificers 

Effect  of  Now  Scheme. 
Q.    Mr.    Summerbell;       A.  Hr. 
HcKenna,  Apr.  28,  1073. 

Fourth  Class  Candidates  examined  for. 
Q.    Mr.    Sumnwrbell ;     A.  He. 

UcK'oa^f'^ikrsS,  1072. 
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Engineer  Offloen,  and  Position  of — 
Order  in  Council  Presented,  Mar.  SI, 
246.  294. 

Fleets  (Great  Britain  and  Foreign  CountrieB) 
— Betnm  Ordered,  Apr.  28,  1049. 

"  Gladiator  "  Complement  of. 
Qt.   Kc.  Bellairs ;   An.   Mr.  HcKenna, 
Apr.  29,  1234. 

Haulbowline  Worts,  Granite  used  for. 
Qa.    Mr.  MiteheU-Thomson,  Mr.  T.  L. 
Corbett,  Afr.  Mooney ;     Aa,  Mr. 
E.  ItobertBon,  Mtsr.  30,  74. 

"  IndoB  " 

Mechanician  Establishment,  rearrange- 
ment of. 

Q.    Mr.  Summerbell ;  A.  Mr. 
MeKenna,  Apr.  28,  1072. 

Officers,  Additions  to  be  made  to 
Number  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Summerbell ;  A.  Mr. 
HcKenna.  Apr,  28,  1072. 

Meobanician — Qualification  rectmred  for 
Rating. 

Q.    Mr.  Bowerman ;   A.    Mr.  Me- 
Kenna. Apr.  28,  1073, 

Moody,  Stoker,  Berisim  of  Sentence  oa, 
proposed, 

Q.   Sir  S.  King;  A.    Mr.  E.  Bobert- 
son,  Apr.  1,  485. 

Night  Patrol  without  Lights,  Danger  from. 
Q.   Mr.  Jilenzies ;    A,    Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  29,  1235. 

Orgaoisation  and  Training — Inquiry  into 
Effect  of  New  Soheme. 
Q.    Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Apr.  28,  1075. 

FenBionerB,  System  of.  Employing. 

Q.    Mr.  Bowerman  ;  A.    Vx.  HoKennB, 
Apr.  28,  1074. 

Prisohera — Accommodation  for,  at  Hong- 
Kong,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Bellairs;    A.    Mr.  Hob- 
house,  Apr.  28,  1070. 

Promotions  since  1006. 
Q.    Mr.  Bamea  ;  A.    Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
Mar.  31,  302. 
Repairs,  Expenditure  on  Battleships  and 
CmisersLaonohad  since  Jaaiuuy.  1898 
— Return  proposed. 
Oa.   Lord  Ellenborough,  Apr.  1, 
466-468;  Earl  of  Crewe.  467. 
Replacement  of  Lost  Vessels. 
Qa.   Mr.  A.  Lee;   Aa.   Mr.  HcKenna, 

May  4.  1638. 
Q.    Major  Anatruther-Gray ;     A.  Blr. 
McKenna,  May  4,  1639. 
Rosyth  Works,  British  Granite,  Use  of. 
Qa.    Mr.  Fell ;  Aa.    Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
Mr.  Speaker,  ifor.  30,  73. 
"  Rover  "  Tug,  Engines  supplied  to. 
Q.   Mr.  Holt;   A.    Mr.  E.  Robertson. 
Apr.  3,  812. 
Salvage  Operationa   on  Vessels  recently 
Lost, 

Qa.    Mr.  A.  Lee ;    A,,    Mr.  HcKenna. 
May  4,  1636. 
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Savings  Bufcs— Acoonats  Preeented,  Apr. 
14,  96S,  073. 

KLeemeas  !Corpado  School  Ship— Order 
in  ConncO  aa  to  Allowance  to  Senior 
Gunner  Presented.  Mar.  31,  246,  294. 

Shipbuilding  Programme,  Look-out  a  tlie 
Trade.  ProhUile  EfEect  of. 
Qa.   Hr.  Hudson,  Mr.  Cnrran ;  Aa. 
Mr.  McKenna,  Apt.  28,  107«. 
Soft-Metal  Caps  for  Projectiles,  Tahie  of. 
Qa.   Ur.  P.  Pease ;  Aa.    Mr.  Lambert, 
Apt.  8,  017. 

Submarines 

Adoption  of  Siebe-Gorman  Apparataa. 
Qa.  M.-.  A.  Lee ; /Is.  Sfr.MoKeana, 
May  4,  1639 

Service,  Length  of. 

Q.    Mr.     Boiraman  ;       A.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Apr.  28,  1073. 

Torpedo  Boats 

Annual  Cost. 
Qa.    Mr.  Cox  ;  Aa.   Hr.  £.  Robert- 
son, Mar.  30,  00,  7fi. 

Nimil>er  Re-boilered.  • 
Q.    Mr.  Nield  ;  A.    Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Jfar.  30,  72. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers 
Annual  Cost. 

Qa.    Mr.  Cox;  Aa.    Mr.  R  Bobert 
son.  Mar.  30,  60,  75. 
Construction  Proposals. 

Q.   Hr.  A.  Lee ;  A'.    Mr.  McKenna. 

May  4,  1638. 
Qa.   Mr.  Thornton.   Mr.  A.  Lee; 
Aa.   Hr.  HitKenha,  Jfoy  4, 
164a 

Torpedoes,  Speed  of  and  Use  of  Bow  Tnbe. 
Qa.   Captani   Faber;      At.   lb.  Z. 

Robertson,  Apr.  2,  662. 

Kavy  Eitimatei 

Application  of  Surpluses  to  meet  ExeeBses 
—Minutes  Presented.  Mar.  80,  55. 

Programme  of  Shipbuilding,  etc. — State- 
ment  Presented,  Mar.  31,  246,  29S. 

Helson 

Population  and  Licensing  Statistics. 
Qa.    Captain  Faber,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  ; 
Aa.   Hr.  Gladstone.  Apr.  28,  1091. 

Henagh 

Post  Office  Acconunodati^L 
Q.   Mr.  Hogan ;  A.   Hr.  Hnxttm.  Apr. 
1.480. 

Netherlands 

Holland,  Prevalence  of  Foat-aiid*Uonth 
Disease  in. 
Qa.    Mr.  J.  Collinga;    Aa.    Sir  E. 
Strachey.  Mr.  Bums.  Apr.  2. 
084,  ' 

Hew  Born  Children  (Protection)  BUI 

c     Apr-  2«j),p,9?3  ,y  Google 
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Hew  forest 

Burning  of  Gone  and  Hesther,  Mwiorial 

as  to. 

Q.    Sir  B.  Hobart ;  A.    Hr.  Hob- 
hoase,  ifay  4,  1662. 

Military  MancBuvrea,  ProposalB  for  Holding. 
Qa.   Sir  R.  Hobart,  Mr.  Ashtej;  Aa. 

Abr.  HaUane,  Apr.  i,  488. 
Qt.   Afr.  ABbley;    At.   Hr.  'Haldane, 

Mr.  Speaker,  .4pr.  6,  924. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashley ;  ^.    Mr.  Haldane,  ^pr. 

30,  1378. 

Vew  Kemben  Sworn 

See  under  Parliamentary  Electioni. 

Hew  Writs 

See  under  Parliamentary  Eleotions. 

Vewoutle-1lnde^L7ne 

liieenwd  PremisoB  Closed. 
Q.   Mr. Wedgwood;  A.   Ab>. Oladatone. 
Apr.  2,  674. 

VewnWi  Hr.  P.  [Nottingbamshire,  Basset- 
U.vr} 

Army  Horaea,  Soheme  for  Breeding,  Apr. 
99, 1236. 

Hewton,  Lord 

Art  Galleries.  Sunday  Opening,  Reason  for 
Closing  during  Montba  <A  November. 
Maroh.  Mar.  31,  25&-268,  262. 

Pnviui  Frontier,  Safeguarding  British 
Interests  on,  Mar.  30,  40.  S2. 

Vield,  Hr.  H.  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Coastonard  Stations  with  Crew  of  less  than 
^nr  Men,  Apr.  28,  1067. 

Ealing  Coonty  Court  Business,  Facilities 
for  Transacting.  Apr.  2^  686. 

Elemeatary    Education    (Inland  and 
Wales)  BiU. 

Clause  3,    subsection    3 — Transfers 
Permitted  by,  Apr.  2,  665. 

Grants  Included  in  Estimate,  ^pr.  2, 
654. 

Navy 

Armoured  Cruisers  Undersoinc  KeGt. 
Mar.  30,  73. 

Torpedo  Boats,  Number  Re-Boilered, 
Mar.  30,  72. 


»isu»i(jN  1908.  [Hew— asr 
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North  Eastern  KailwayBill 


(Northern)  Order  in  Council,  1006,  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  31,  246.  204. 

Vorfolk,  Bake  of 

Elemnitary    Education    (England  and 
Waies)  BUI.  2b.  Mar.  SO,  40. 

Vorth  British  and  Hereantile  Insanmco 
Company  Bill 

i.  3b.*  Mar.  31,  245. 
e.  IB.*  Apr.  1,  473. 
SB.*  Apr,  29,  1042. 

07 


f.  Jtep.*'Mar.  31.  2C2. 
Con*  Apr.  6,  887. 
3b.*  Apr.  27,  1021. 

North  Sea 

Territories  Borderinif, 


Sla.  is  of — Corre- 


Bpondenoe  Presented,  Apr.  27,  1025. 
Northamptonshire 

Rabira  Outbreak. 
Qa.    Mr.   L.   Hardy,  Mr.   Courtbope ; 

Sir  E.  Straohey,  Apr.  2,  683. 

Norwich 

Stamping  of  Doouments,  Facilities  for. 
Q.   Mr.  Tillett;    A.   Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Mag  4,  1635. 

Norwich  Union  Kre  Ininrance  Society^ 
BiU  ' 
&  2b.*  Apr.  27,  1042. 

Notifioation  of  Births  Act 

Adoption  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Alden;   A.    Mr.  Bums,  Mar. 
36,  02. 

Nottingham 

Licensing  Statistics. 
Qa.    Mr.  Richardson;    Aa.   Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Apr.  28,  1065. 

Nugent.  Sir  W.B.  IWoataneath,  S.] 

I^d  Purahaae  Advanon,  Inquiriea  made 
before  Anthoriahig,  Mar,  31,  32S. 

Mullingar,  Labourers*  Cottages  at  Bath' 

nure,  Apt.  14,  907. 

Westmeath  Valuation,  Basis  id  Calculating, 
Apr.  2,  603. 

Nyassaland 

Communication  with,  Proposida  for  Im- 
proving. 

Q.    Mr.  Rees;    A.    Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  30,  84^ 

O'Brien,  Hr.  K.  E.  [Tippemry.  Mid.l 

Curragunneen  Postal  Facilities,  Maf.  30* 

63. 

De  Montalt   Estate,   Untenanted  Land, 
Disposal  of,  Apr.  6,  9I&. 

O'Brien,  Hr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Kingstown  Harbour,  Dinpule  hr  to  Use 
of  Victoria  Wharf,  Apr.  6,  954. 

Shannon  River  Tolls,  Average  of,  Apr.  H8, 
1060. 


O'Brien,  Hr.  W.  [Co^ 

Irish  Univtrsit 


Tntro.  Mar.  31, 


m. 


O'Oo-Oma] 
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0*Coutor,  Mr.  Jss.  [WioUow,  N.} 

Goveatry  Poet  Office  Medioal  Offloer,  Age 
of.  Apr.  2,  641. 

FitawiUiam  Estate— CaH  of  U.  Brien, 
Mar.  30,  67. 

Beaton   Delaval   Poet  Office—Dutiee 
Annie  James,  Apr.  1, 47& 

O  Oouor.  Kr.  John  CKildare,  M.] 

RathmineB  and  Bathgar  Voachere  with- 
held from  Ratepayers,  Apr.  lit  B97. 

Unparliamentary  Expressions — Member 
Named  by  the  Speaker,  Mar.  30, 
184. 

O'GonilOrf  Kr.  T.  P.  [Uverpool,  Scotland] 

Death  of  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Apr. 
27, 1038. 

O'DoaneU,  Kr.  J.  [Bf^.  &] 

Begl^  Estate,  Bale  ProposalB,  Afr.  M, 
9M. 

BUke  Estate,  Sale  Proposals.  Apr.  2, 669. 

Constabulary  Commandaiit  at  Phoiiix 
Park,  BegnlaticHU  as  to  Religicm  of, 
Apr.  «,  913. 

€tanydiiff  Bailmy  Level  Crossing,  Apr, 

sr.  1027. 

IxiA  Congestion— Date  erf  Israe  e{  Report, 

Apr.  6.  912. 

KilmaiQe  Graiing  Luidi,  Disposal  of,  Apr. 

24,  996. 

Knoz  Estate — ^Island  Farm,  Disposal  of, 
Apr.  14,  996. 

Lon^lClyim,  Allegations  against  Stephen 

Flanagan,  Apr.  C,  914. 
Oranmore  Estate. 

Cas9B  ot  W.  Carey  and  K.  Walsh,  Apr. 
0,  911,  913. 

Sale  of,  Apr.  6,  916. 

Post  Office — Sweating,  Allegations  as  to> 
Apr.  14,  982. 

Robe  River  Drainage  Proposals,  Apr.  14, 
994. 

O'Donnell,  Kr.  X  [Kerry.  W.] 

Kerry  Evicted  Tenants — Progress  made 

with  Reinstatements,  Apr.  26, 1066. 
Tentry  Estate,  Bale  FtopowilB,  Apr.  2, 

604. 

0'Dawd.Kr.  J.[Siigo.a] 

Docmgeelagh  Estate,  Hemorial  as  to  Fnr- 

ohese  of,  Jfor.  io,  61. 
BCoClou^uy  Estate— Case  erf  F.  Chambers, 

Apr.  28, 1066. 
Fercival  Estate— Case  of  ICro.  C.  Heally, 

Apr.  6,  898. 
Phibbs  Estate— Case  of  M.  Ciyan,  Apr. 

28,IW5. 

O'Orady,  Kr.  J.  [Leeds  E.] 

Friendly  Societies  C<Hiversion 

Inquiry  into  Snbjeot  iffopoeed,  Apr. 
6,  950. 

Royal  LfHkdon  Friendly  Society,  Pro- 
posals for  Conversion,  Apr.  8, 949. 

b8 


0  Orady,  Kr.  J.— 

India  ' 

Baroda— Measures     Introduced  1^ 
Maharajah,  Mar.  31,  306. 

Penal  Code — ^Interpretati<m  of  Sectkm 
124a,  Jfor.  31, 306, 307. 

Tba  Export  by  Qnetta-Nvshki  Soato, 
Apr.  2,  668. 

Whirling  A^^Amimdment  Propoiftla. 

Taxes— fflolM  d  Sonr^m'B  Cleihs.  Apr» 

2,  700. 

O'Kelly,  Kr.  J,  [Roscommon,  N.] 

Boyle  Labourers*  Cottages  Scheme,  In- 
quiry into,  Apr.  6,  916. 

Hill  Street  Disturbance— Trial  of  Aoeued 
Persons,  Apr.  8,  917. 

Knookhall  Orasing  Farm,  Purdiase  and 
Disposal  of.  Mar.  31,  327. 

aXalley,  Kr.  W.  [Galway,  Connemara] 
Education,  IntMmediato  Robs.  Apr.  28, 
1269, 1260. 

Kenmare  FbIt  Rent  Applfeatkmi,  Apr.  29, 

1260. 

Low  Valley  OathoUc  Sohool,  ReoognltiaB 
of,  Apr.  29,  1982. 

Post  Oflhw  Mafl  Serrioe— Canadian  Con- 
tract. Mag  It  1633. 

O'Shanghnesiy,  Kr.  P.  J.  [Limerick.  W.] 

Ballyclough,  Purchase  of  Untenanted 
Lands,  Apr.  2,  663. 

Oarryfine — Cases  of  B.  and  J.  Dnnwortii, 
Apr.  2,  658. 

Harknees  Estate — Cases  of  R.  and  J. 
Dunworth,  Apr.  1,  608. 

Kilgulban — Case  of  Mrs.  Soanlan.  Apr.  2, 
669. 

Stylepark,  Pnrchase  and  Disposal  of,  Apr. 
2,  668. 

O'Shee,  Kr.  J.  J.  [Waterford,  W.] 

Luid  Purchase  Finance,  Tax  on  Incomes 
Derived  from  Untenanted  Land  re- 
fused for  Side,  proposed,  Apr.  1,  610. 

Keane  Estate,  Sale  Piopoaala,  Apr.  1, 
607. 

Sugar  Duty,  Abolition  of,  proposed,  ^ar. 

27,  1029. 

Old  Kilpatrick 

Cemetery,  Purohase  of  Land  for. 
q.   Mr.  J.  a  White;  ^.   Mr.  Sinclair, 
Apr.  14,  980. 

Omagh 

post  Offloe— Employment  of  Trienqih 
Bbssengers  in   Delivering  Rragious 
Tracts. 
Q.    Mr.  MuHoon  ;  A.,^l 
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Opimm 

Oeylon   CommiBuon    Report,    Date  ol 
FMMnting. 

Q.     Dr.    Rutherford ;    A.  Mr. 
ChurchiU.  Mar.  30.  83. 

Hedicin&l  Use  of,  in  India. 

Q.   Mr.  Beee;    A.    Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 
31.  m. 

Stoaits  Settlementfl  CommiBBion  Report, 
Date  of  Presenting. 
Q.    Mr.  Laidlaw  ;  A,  Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  31,  312. 

Onamore  Sitate 

Casee  of  W.  Carey  and  M.  Walsh. 

Q*.    Mr.    J.    O'Donnell;       A«.  Mr. 
Birrell.  Apr.  6,  911,  913. 

Sale  of. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  O'Donnell;  A.   Mr.  BirreU, 
Apr,  0,  915. 

Orden  in  Connoil 

Publication,  Rule  as  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Bellaire;     A».   lb.  Asqnith, 
Apr.  29,  1266. 

Ordatnee  SniTar 

Mam,  Plaoe  of  Engraving. 
Q,   Mr.  Fethentonhaugh ;   A.   Bt  "E. 
Stnohey,  Apr,  2,  6S1. 

Fft3iflo  CaUe 

Lou  OD— Effect  of  Adopting  Fanning 
Island  Route. 
Q,   Mr.    Bellaiis;       A.  Colonel 
Seely.  May  4,  1610. 

Ptkenbua  Estate 

Untenanted  Lands,  IMspoeal  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Ltnudale;     A.   Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  28*  1068. 

TtBuut  Canal 

Britiih  Weat  Indian  lAbonr  Employment 
— Deapatchee  Presented,  Mar.  31,  246, 
295. 

Parker,  Kr.  JT.  [Halifax] 

Uoensing  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  29,  1316-1310. 
Parker,  Sir  0.  [Graveeeod] 

AMotn  East — Cireunutancea  of  Suapei^m 
of  Lord  Ddamere,  and  Mr.  Baillie, 
Mar.  30,  86. 

Colonies,  Tariff  Reduction  Proposals  be- 
tween. Apr.  28,  1087. 

Congo  Free  State  Papers,  Date  of  Tabling, 
Apr.  28,  1089. 

Gibraltar  General  Sanitary  Purposes  Rate, 
Increase  in,  Mar.  30,  87. 

Hop  Industry.  Effect  of  American  Cora- 
petition  on,  Apr.  14,  1004-1007,  1000. 

Natol— Trial  of  Dinizulu,  Apr.  6,  028. 

Tkade  CombiDations,  Beetrietion  of,  pro- 
poaed,  Apr,  29,  1266. 


Parker,  Sir.  Q.—cma. 
TraoBTaal 

Civil  Serranta — Be-Employment  on 
Betrraichment,  Apr.  30,  1301. 

White  Labour  in  Mines 

EfEoot  of  Withdrawal  of  Chineae, 
Mar.  3h  310. 

Experiment  with.  May  4,  165?. 

Voluntoera— Case  of  George  Bishop.  Apr, 
28.  1078.  1070. 

Padlament 

Adjoominent  Of,  on  Resignation  of  Prime 
Hiniater. 

Oa.  Marquess  of  Ripon,  Apr.  C, 
884,  886;  Marqness  of  I^n^- 
downe.  885;  Mr.  Aaquith. 
050  i  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  960. 

House  of  Commons 

Intoxicating  Liquors,  Penalties  for 
Sale  of. 

{  Q».    Mr.  E.  Cecil;    Aa.  Mr. 

Aaquith,  Apr.  2,  600. 

Kitchen  Committee  Accounts — Issuci 
of  Annual  Return. 
Q,   Mr,  Morton ;    ^.   Sir  A. 
Jaooby,  Apr.  80.  UIOl 

Houae  of  Lords 

Offloee— Report  of  Select  Oomnittoa, 
Con.,  Mar.  30.  68. 

Repreeentatire  Peers  for  Ireland- 
Petition  of  Baron  Hotham,  Apr. 
6,  881. 

Sat  First — Lord  Hemphill,  after  the 
Death  of  his  Father,  Apr.  14, 
961. 

Relations  between  Lords  and  Commons, 
Legislative  Proposals  for  dealinii  with. 
Q.    Earl  Winterton ;   A.    Mr.  Aa- 
quith, Apr.  28, 1104. 

Parliamentary  Eleotioni 

Dmnkennesa.  Arreata  for,  in  certain  Towns 
during  By-elections. 
Q.    Mr.  Bottomley;    A.    Mr.  H. 
Samuel,  Apr.  29,  1242. 

New  Members  Sworn 

Hope,  J.  F.  (Sheffield,  Central),  Apr. 
28,  1105. 

Joynaon  -  Hicks,  W.  (Blanobeater. 
North-Weat),  Apr  29,  1267. 

Kerry.  Earl  of  (Derby,  W.).  Apr  28, 
1105. 

MacGaw,  W.  J.  M.  (Down,  Weat), 

Mar.  30,  112.  _ 

Murray,  Captain  Hon.  A.  C 
dine),  Apr.  29,  1367- 

Runoiman,  Rt.  F  ^->,r\{^\(^ 
Apr.28iU€<i^y^OOg[Q 


Par— Pol] 


Parliamentary  £leotioiii— am/. 

•  New  Writa  luaed 

Derbyshire  (Wont),  A'pr.  fi,  883.  • 

Dewsbiiry,  Apt.  14,  966. 

Kinoardine;  Apr.  8, 88S. 

ManobeBter,  (North-West),  Apr.  14, 
■  966. 

Montrose  Burghs,  Apr.  28,  1041. 
Sheffield  (Central),  Apr.  14,  966. 
Shropshire  (Newport),  vlpr.  30,  1373. 
WolverhamptcHi  (East),  Apr.  2T,  1026* 

Pariiamentary  Procedure 

tAiparliamentary    Expressions  —  Member 
named  by  the  Soeaker. 

Oa.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  C.  Craig, 
Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Mar.  30, 
184. 

Patent  Office 

JExtensioD,  Expenditore  on. 
Oa.    Sir  P.  Banbiuy,  Apr..2,  753  :  Mr. 
Mi.  Haroourt,  764. 

Patenta  and  Deaigni  Act 

^  '  Bepreseatations  from  Foreign  Countries. 
Q.   Bfr.  Haddock;    A.   Mr.  Kearley, 
Mar.  31,919.  ' 

Patents  and  Designs  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Standing  Conunittee.  Mar. 
31,  247. 
3«*,  Apr.  1,  466. 

Pease  Hr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

1.     Alcohol,  Revenue  derived  from'(188ft-1907), 
A^.  28,  1061,  1105. 

Army— Soft  Metal  Caps  for  Projeotfles, 
UiTeutor  of,  Apr.  G,  918. 

Camberwell  (Peckhara)  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tion—Drunkenneea  Charges  and  Liquor 
Consumption,  Apr.  2,  674. 

Education—Cost  of  Medical  bispection. 
Apr.  29y  1255. 

Home  Bole — GoTemment  Policy  as  stated 

by  Mr.  Churchill,  Apr.  30,  1416. 
Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  American  Com- 
petition on,  Apr.  14,  1010. 
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Customs  Serviofr— Nationality   of  Em- 
ployees. 

09.  Mr.  Wedgwood:  A*.  Mr. 
Bunoiman,  Apr.  1,  4M ;  Apr. 
tf.  934.  . 

Fnmtier.  Safeguarding  British  Intereatson. 
Oc    Lord  Newton,  Mar.  30.  62: 
Lord  Fitimanrioe.  6(Mf& 
TnOo  Beport  Ftesented,  Apr.  24, 982. 

Pmian  Onlf 

British  Bi^ts — Effect  of  Anglo-Russian 
Agrennent. 
Q.   Mr.  Beea ;  A.   Mr.  Bunoiman, 
Mwr.  30,  67. 

Peterborough  ' 

Bailway  Station — Construction  of  Sabway 
propoaed. 
Q.   Lord  J.  Joieey-CBcil ;  A. 
Kearfey,  Apr.  2,  661. " 

Pewsey 

Bailway  Level  Ckosslag,  Fatal  Acddsats 
at 

Q.   TSt.  Bogers;    A.   Mr.  Uoyd- 
Geoi^  Apr.  1,  496. 


Phibbs  Xstate 

Case  of  M.  (kyan. 
Q.   Mr.  O'Dowd; 
Apr.  28,  1065. 


A,    lb.  Biirell, 


Licensing  Bill— Clauses  36-42,  Interpreta- 
tion of,  ^pr.  J,  617. 

Navy— Soft  Metal  Caps  for  Proieotiles, 
Value  of,  Apr.  6,  917,  918. 

Peloii,  Kn.,  Case  of 

Sentence  inflicted,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Benmant  i  A.   Mr.  Gladstone 
Apr.  8,  812. 

Peroival  Estate. 

Case  of  Mrs.  C.  Heally. 

Q.   Mr.   (yDowd;      A.   Mr.  Cherry, 
Apr.  e,  898.  ' 

Percy  Earl  [Kensington,  S.] 

Home  Rule— Protests  u^st  British  Ad- 
ministration, etc,  ^or.  30,  137-163. 

Indian  Education  Syatrai,  Inquiry  Into» 
proposed.  Apr,  29,  1372. 

70 


Pbilippe,  Lt-CoL  J.  [Southampton] 

Yeomanry— Conditiinu  of  joining  Teiri- 
torial  Force,  Apr.  1,  486. 

Philips,  Kr.  J.  [Longford,  &] 

King-Harman  Estate— Cues  of  J.  EWell 
and  J.  Heslan,  Apr.  /, 

FhiiipM.  Kr.  0.  C.  [Pembroke  and  Haver. 

ford  west] 

Post  Office  Mail  Service,  American- 
Effect  of  using  Fishiruard  Route. 
Apr.  1,  482. 


Pirie,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen.  N.] 

Aberdeen  Trawl  Fishermen,  Facilities  for 
Examining,  Mar.  30,  90,  91. 

Army  Carabr— Scottish  Barracks,  Selec- 
tion of  Sites  for.  Mar.  31i  305. 

Puiioe 

Metropolitan  Commission— Date  of  issuins 
Report.  * 
Q.    Lord  R.  Cecil;    A.    Sfc.  H. 
Samuel,  Apr.  29,  1243. 
Pension  Funds— Aocounte  Presented.  Avr. 

Weekly  Day  of  R*»t,  Proposals  for. 
Qa.    Mr.  Remnant ;  Aa,   Mr.  Qkistoiie, 

Mr.  Speaker,  ^pr.^-678JSrc 
Q.   Mr.  Remnant;  A.    Mr.  ffl^tcne. 

-MiHT  ^>  1653. 
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PontTpridd  Water  Bill 

I.  3b.«,  Apr.  1,  445. 
c.  lE.*,  AfT.  ],  473. 
2B.*  Apr,  27,  1021. 

Poor  Ltw 

CSuplsin — IToiuMmformista  and  CatiioUca 
emidojed. 
Q«.   Mr.  J.  IL  RobertBon.  Mr. 
Healy;  Aa.   Mr.  Bums,  j4pr. 
2.  678. 

ChOdint — ^RegoUiions  ai  to  ReligiooB 
upbringing. 

Q.   Mr.  W.  Benn ;   A.   Mr.  Bnnu, 
Apr,  14,  993. 

Inland— Ezpendltnze  on  Belief  (1905-8). 
Q.   Dr.  Ambrow;     A.   Mr.  Birrell. 
Mar.  30,  69. 

Paaperfl  relieved  on  certain  Bays— Copy 
of  Statement,  Fraeented,  Apr.  30, 
1377.  • 

F«or  Law  Orelaiid)  Bill 

&  2b..  Apr.  3,  818. 

Port  of  Loudon  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  and  Ib.,  Apr.  2,  708,  712. 
Memorandum    Ordered    and  Presented, 
Apr.  1,  521. 

Proposals  as  to. 
Qt.    Visootut  Caatlereagh ;     As.  Mr. 
Asquith,  Mar,  30,  UO. 

Fortadown 

Distress,  Proposals  for  Belief  of. 

Q.   Mr.  Devlin;  A.   Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
30,  70. 

Porter  and  Crosbie  Estate 

Sole  Proposals. 

Q.    Captain  Craig;     A.   Mr.  T.  W. 
Bussell.  Apr.  28,  1101. 
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Portsmoath 

Postmen,  Pay  ot 
Q.   ib.  tt«msdon; 
Apr.  1,  477. 


A.   Mr.  Buxton, 


Portsmonth.  Earl  of 

Army  (Annual)  BiU,  2b.,  Mar.  31,  247. 

Tnritorial  Force 

ArtiDeiy  Kstimatvd  Cost  of,  Apr.  1, 
471,  472. 

County  Associations  Secretaryships 

Position  of  OtScers  of  Regular 
Army  accepting,  Ifor.  31, 
289,  290,  291. 

Remuneration,  Scale  of.  Mar,  31, 

290. 

EstabliahmentGrant,  Basil  of  Payment, 

Mar.  31,  263. 
Horses,  Proviaion  of  on  Mobilisation, 

Jfor.  31,  252.  265. 
Ranges,   Regnlations  as  to  Transfer 

ot  Abtmdounmit  of,  Mar.  31, 


n 


Territorial  Force — eont. 

Becmiting — 'Assistance  to  be  given 
by  Military  Authorities,  Mar. 
31,  252. 

Regiments  whose  Becmiting  Areas 
lie  in  more  than  one  County, 
Position  of,  Apr.  1,  469,  470. 

Supplementary  List,  Provision  for 
Mar.  31,  252. 

"  Unit "  Definition  of.  Mar,  31, 252. 
Port  Said 

Consulate,  Expenditure  on. 
Ot.    Sir  F.  Banbury,  Apr,  2,  704,  796; 
Mr.  H^rcourt,  795;     Mr.  Ashley, 
795;    Mr.  Bees,  796;    Mr.  T.  L. 
Corbett,  797. 

POSMXtOWB 

Case  of  Misf  M.  Clarice. 

Q.    Mr.  P.  White ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Apr. 
1.  481. 

Port  Office 

PoatmaHtr-Oaurti — Rt.  "Bjaa.  8.  Bnxton> 

[See  also  Nunes  of  Haces.] 

Archer  Street  ^mises.  Rebuilding  of. 
Q,   Mr.  Stanger ;  j|.  Mr.  Buzton,  ^pr. 
27, 1027. 

Civil  Serrioe  Socialist  Society  Demonstra* 
tion  at  Lambeth  Baths. 

Q.    Mr.  A.  S.  Willson;    A.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  29,  1248. 

Clas-iification,  Method  of  Determining.  - 
Q.    Major  Anstruther-Gray ;     A.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  28,  1098. 

Coal.  Estimate  for. 
0».   Mr.  A.  Douiflas,  Apr.  2,  717;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  722,  730 ;  Sir  F.  Banbury 
729,730. 

Confidential  Report  System. 
Q.    Mr.  Hay ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton.  Apr.  2, 
681. 

Cost  of  living  in. various  Towns,  Basis  of 
Estimating. 
Q».   Mr.  J.  Ward ;  A*.   Mr.  Bux- 
ton, ^pr.  28,  lOBO. 

Damage  or  Injury  to  Persons  tluungh  Aets 
tit  Postal  Offlcials— Rule  as  to  Dis- 
closure of  Name  of  Offends. 

Q.   Mr.  ^ay;     A.   Mr.  Buxton, 

Apr.  30,  1403. 

Departmental  Inquiry  into  Classes  not 
heard  before  Hobhouae  Committee, 
Result  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Wiles;    A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  28,  1097. 

Electricity  Supply  System — Cost  of  Black- 
friars  Power  Station,  etc. 

Os.    Sir  F.  Bmbury,  Apr.  2,  713, 
714  ;  Mr.  H^pcourt,  720. 

Ei-Soldiera  —  Examinations  for  Sorter- 
sliips,  etc. 

Q.   Captaip  Cnug  i^.-  Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  28»  1056. 
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Port  Offiot— 

General  Post  OfBoe 

Kaatem  Centr&l  Section^  Secret  Ee- 
port  atpinat  OffioiaL 
Q.   Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson;  A. 
Mr.  Buxton.  Mar.  30,  69 ; 
Apr.  2S,  1068. 

New  Buildings,  Ezpenditore  on. 
Os.    Sir  F.  Banbury,  Apr.  2,  71S; 
Mr.  A.  Douglas,   716;  Mr. 
Hareourt,  720. 

Granard,  Earl  of— Duties  and  Powers. 
Qs.    Mr.  ^ayJ  Aa.  lAt.  Buxton,  Apr. 
2,080. 

Irish  SOTvioe,  Expenditure  on. 

Q».   Mr.  Healj,  Mr.  Mooie;  Aa.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  SO,  108. 
lAng,  D.  J.,  Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Devlin;    A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  6,  943. 

Ix>ttory  Circulars,  TransmiMion  of. 
0*.    Mr.  Bottomley  ;  Aa.   Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  29, 1260. 
Mail  Service 

American  Maih— Effect  of  using  Fish- 
guard Route. 
Q.    Mr.  O.  Phillipps ;  A.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  1,  482. 

Canadian  Contraot  and  Bouto. 
^.    Mr.  O'MaUey;    A.    ifr.  Bux- 
ton, May  1,  1533. 
^.   Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  C.  Craig,  Mr. 
I  •  Kogan  ;  Aa.  iSx.  Buxton,  May 

4,  1660. 

Q.    Mr.   J.   MacVeagh;    A.  Mr. 
Buxton,  May  4,  1665. 

Medical  Officers,  Salaries  and  Leave  off. 
Qa.    Mr.  Field;  Aa.  Mr.  Buxton,  ^«r. 

U,  979.  ^ 

Political  Organisations,  Begi  lations  as  to. 
Qt.    Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson  ;  Aa.   Mr.  Bux- 
ton, Apr.  29,  1249. 

Provincial  Offices,  Scale  of  Pay  in. 
Q.    Mr.  Courthope;    A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
^pr.  6,891. 

Secretary's  Office,  Overwork  in. 

Qa.     Mr.   Hay;     Aa.     Mr.  Buxton. 
Apr.  2,  679. 

Stamps— Embossing  Faoilitiea  in  Ireland 
antf  Scotland. 

Qa.    Mr.  Clancy ;  Aa.    Mr.  Runci- 
man,  Apr.  2,  696. 

Surveyor's  DistrictB,  Number  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Apr.  3, 
811. 

Sweating,  Allegations  as  to. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  O^Donnell ;  A.    Mr.  Bnxton 
Apr.  14,  982. 

Territorial  Force  Members,  Trainiuir  Lea^e 
for. 

Q.    Mr.  Hay;    A.   Jtr.  Buxton, 

Apr.  2,  642. 
Q.   Mr.  Cox;    A.    Mr.  Bnxton. 

Apr.  28,  1(97. 
Q.    Mr.  Gretton;  A.   Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  30,  mi. 
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Mar.  30— Jfay  4. 

Port  Offlod— aw<. 

Women  Clerl^^nroaednie  in  Tnuulening 


to  DaUin. ' 

Q*.   Mr.  Field  •  At.   Mr.  Buxton, 
^pr.  2,647.- 

FoBt  Office  CoiLsolidation  Bill 

/.  2b,  Apr.  2,  636. 

Port  O&ce  Savings  Bank 

One   Pound   Withdrawals   on  Demand, 
Frauds  arising  from. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  H.  Markf;    A.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Apr.  30.  1406. 
Women  Clerks'  Salaries  under  New  Scheme* 
Q.    Mr.  Meagher;     A.    Mr.  Buxton* 
Apr.  1,  499. 
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Fortmen 

8et  under  Post  Office. 

PoweU,  Sir  F.  S. 

Education  Code,  Date  of  Presenting.  Mar 
30, 94. 

Shops  Bill,  2r.,  May  1,  I55&-1S61. 

Power,  Kr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Glenaheiry  Exploeirai 

Anonymous  Letters,  Apr.  2,  601,  602. 

CSrcumstazioes  of — Public  Inquiry  upon 
Oath,  proposed,  Apr.  1,  699-603. 

Preston,  Distriotln  spector — Report  of, 
Apr.  1,  600,  601. 

Walsh  Case,  Apr.  1,  601. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agtienlture— 

Rt,  Hon.  Eari  Carrington. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Edaeaticn— 

JU.  Hon.  W.  Bundmati. 

President  of  the  Local  OoTemment 

Board— ilf.  Hon.  J.  Bvma. 

President  of  the  Board  of  I^de— Jn.  Hon. 

W.  8.  Churehm. 

Price,  ISx.  C.  E.  [Edinburgh,  Central] 

Law  Courts,  New,  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of,  Apr.  2,  741. 

Registration  of  Titles  Commission  Report, 

Date  of  Presenting,  Mar.  30,  98. 
Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr.  2,  730, 

Trade,  Board  of— Renovation  of  Builduun. 
Apr.  2,  740.  " 

War  Office  New  Buildings,  Alterations  jp, 
proposed,  Apr.  2,  740. 

Whitehall— Duke  of  Cambridge's  Statue, 
Erection  of  Lamps  near,  proposed. 
Apr.  2,  741.  *^ 

Prime  Kiniiter 

Bemgnatiou  of  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman, 
Oa.  Marquess  of  Ripon,  Apr.  6, 
883  ;  MarquoAs  of  Lansdowne, 
885  ;  Mr.  Asquith,  058  ;  Mr. 
A.  J,  Balfour,  959;  Ms.  J. 
Redrapilfl.  l;aO.^OOgle 
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frigons 

Flogging  IlegulatiOns. 

Q.    Mr.  P.  White ;  A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
Apr.  1,  486. 
Scotland — Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr. 
27,  1025. 

Taylor,  Ernest,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Wiles;  A.  Mr.  GUdstone. 
Apr.  28,  1091. 

Probation  of  OStanden  Act 

Finn  and  Restitution  of  Stolen  Money, 
Payment  of. 
Q,    Mr.  Alden  ;  A.   Mr.  Gladstone. 
Mar.  30,  88. 

ProMcntion  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill 

c  Com.,  Apr.  1,  539. 
Sep.*  Apr.  1.  S57. 

Expeasss  Resolution. 

Os.  Sir  F.  Banbury,  Apr.  1,  523-528  ; 
Col  Lockwood,  527  ;  Sir  W.  Robson, 
527-530,  533  ;  Lord  Balcarres,  629  ; 
('■aptain  Craig,  530-533;  Mr. 
Coohrane,  533 ;  Mr.  C.  Hay,  634- 
636. 

Expenses  Resdution  Ro ported,  Apr.  2, 

622. 

PabUo  Health  Acts  Amendment  (Xarkets) 
Bill 

r.  IB.*  Apr.  28.  U06. 

Pnblie  Health  (Xarketi  in  Enral  Sis 
trioU)  Bill 

c.  IH.*  Apr.  2,  708. 

Public  Health  (Seeolation  of  Foods)  Act, 
1907 

Keifulatioas,  D-xtts  of  Fubli^bing. 

Q.  Mr.  Held  ;  A,  Mr.  Bum?,  Apr.  24, 
094. 

Public  Petitions  Committee 

Report  Presented,  Apr.  29,  1267. 

Fublie  Records 

Annual  Report  Presented,  May  4,  1018. 

Public  Tnistee 

£zpenditure  and  Rocoipts. 
Qa.    Mr.  Bottomley ;     A».    Mr.  Hob- 
house,  Apr.  29,  1268. 

UuarrieB 

See  Mines  and  Quarries, 

ftnesti<ms 

Irrelevant,  Mar.  30,  81  ;  ^  pr.  1,  509 ; 
Apr.  6,  925  ;   Apr.  28,  1086. 

Notice  to  be  given  of.  Mar.  31,  315  ;  Apr. 
29,  1236 ;  May  4,  1646. 

Ont  of  Onler.  Mar.  30,  74,  76  ;  ifor.  31, 
305,  312  ;  Apr.  1.  619  ;  Apr.  2.  673.  ; 
Apr.  6,  937;  Apr.  28,  1083,  1090; 
May  4,  1662,  1668. 
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Mar.  30— May  4. 
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Quotations  not  Allowable,  Apr.  6,  931. 

Reference  to  Previous  Question,  Out  of 
Order. 

Os.    Mr.  MacNeill.  Mr.  Speaker, 
Apr.  2,  495. 

BailwiT  EmnloTment   {FreTention  of 
Accident)  Act,  1900 

Appointments  ani  Inquiries  under,  and 
Rules  formulated.  t 
Qb.     Mr.  Ellis ;   A.   Mr.  Kearley, 
Apr.  2,  649,  650. 

BaUway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts 

Annual  Report  of  Commission  Preeented, 

Mar.  30,  2. 

Railways 

Automatic  Couplings,  Reports  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Ellis ;   A.  Mr.  Keariey.  Apr.  2, 
049. 

Cabs  in  Stations,  see  under  Cabs. 

Caledonisn  and  Korth  British  Ctunpanies, 
Agreement  between. 
Q.  Mr.  Easlemont ;  A.  Mr.Ksariay. 
Apr.  98,  109ft. 

Eagine-drlvras,  Medical  Exuninatiun  of. 
Q.  1Sx,hamiBk\ai  A.  Mr.  Uoyd-Gewge, 
Apr.  0,  942. 
Ftoe  pBsaes,  Imposition  of  Stunp  Duty 
on,  proposed. 
Q.    &b>.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  AMinltli, 
Apr.  1,  479. 
Hours  of  Labour  of  Employees — Return 
Presented.  May  4. 1618. 

Irish 

Mail  Service —Arrangement  f«r  Ac- 
celerating (1898),  Correspondence 
Presented,  Apr.  6,  882,  888. 

Vice-Regal  Commis»ion  Report,  etc.* 
Pfesent«d,  May  1,  1633. 
Sbperannuation  and  Penaicai  Funds  — Pro* 
posals  for  Inquiry. 
Q».    Mr.  Hudson;  A 8.  Mr.  Llfiyd- 

Georae,  Mar.  32,  317. 
Q.   Mr.  Hudson ;  A.   Mr.  Keariey, 
Apr.  28,  1094. 

Rainy,  Kr.  A .  B.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 

Home  Rule,  proposed — Protests  against 
British  Administration,  etc.,  Mar.  30t 
133-137. 

Randies,  Sir  J.  S.  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth] 
Irish  Universities  Bill — Senate  of  proposed 
Universities,  May  4,  1627. 

Methodists,  University  Facilities  for,  in 
Ireland,  Apr.  6,  903. 

Bathmines  and  Rath^ 

Vouchers  withheld  from  Ratepayers. 
Q.  Mr.  John  O'Ccamor ;  A,/4ir,  BirrelU 
Apr.  14,  997i)igmzed  by  *^OOglC 
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BawUnson,  Mr.  J.  P.  P. 

Uuivemty) 

Costs  in  Criminal  Ombb  Bill.  Sr.,  Apr.  X, 
559. 

(      Irigh  UniTereity  Bill — Superumoation  Pro- 
visions.  May  4,  1019. 

ProBfioution  of  OfTenoes  (Amendmeiit)  Bill, 
Com.,  Apr.  1,  646. 

BM,  Mr.  B.  [Gloucester] 

Fiscal  Policy  —  Manufactured  Imports, 
Objeotions  to  DutiM  on.  Mar.  31, 
41S-415,  426. 

B«a,  Mr,  W.  B.  [Scarborough] 

Scarborough  —  Bumiston  Road  Barracks, 
Use  for,  Mar.  30,  81. 

Beddy.  Mr.  M.  [King's  County,  Birr] 

EvktUHis  —  Case  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Barry, 
Apr.  2S,  1066. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterford] 

Education  Grant,  Proposals  for  Increasing, 
Apr.  6,  958. 

Home  Bule,  proposed — Protests  against 
British  Administration,  etc,  Mar.  30, 
115-133,  145. 

Kingstown  Harbour 

Carlisle  Wharf,  Conditions  of  Use  by 
'  Mail  Steamers.  Apr.  1,  516,  617 ; 

1  Apr.  6,  «S7. 

Correspondence,  Mag  4,  1666. 

*'  Ulster  "  Incident,  Apr.  2,  704. 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  3,  830- 
836. 

nime  Minister.  Resiimation  of,  Apr.  6, 
960. 

Boman  Catholic  Uaiversity  Question,  Mar. 
30,  12L 


B«dmond>  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  [Clue,  E.] 

Cbnada,  Education  Kate,  Allocation  of, 
Apr.  6,  944. 

Irish  Lanenage.  Teaching  in  Schools,  Cost 
of.  Mar.  30,  106. 

King'A    Scholars    Trained.  (1900-1906). 

Mar.  30,  106. 

Ba«%  Mr.  J.  D.  [MontKomeiy  Bonmgtis] 

Bankruptcy  Acta — Commercial  Travellers, 
Position  of,  Apr.  1, 484. 

Canadian    Imniigration    Begnlations  — 
New  Proposals.  May  4, 1649. 

Ceylon  Postal  and  Telegraph  Rates,  Mar. 
30,8*. 

China — Peitaho,  Erection  of  Bungalows  at, 
Apr.  2,  764. 

Baster   Ro?o8s,   Adjournment  Proposals, 

.-aJfor.  30,  no. 

GorenunoLt  Offices — Foel  and  Li|^ting 
Ultimate  Apr.  2, 741. 744. 
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Bees,  Mr.  J.  D.— wai. 

India 

Bndget,  Date  of  taking.  Majf  4,  1025- 

Education 

Ezpenditme  on,  Apr.  29,  ISM. 

Inquiry  into  Scope,  Charaoter, 
and  Methods,  proposed,  Apr. 
29,  1360-1358. 

Vemacnlar  Languages,  Use  of 

■      Apr.  2.  667. 
Military  Expenditure.  Apr.  29,  1350. 
Prison  Medical  Officers,  Fay  of,  Majf 

4,  1626. 

Railway  Extension  to  Afghan  EVantler, 

Apr.  29,  1239. 
Tea.  Export  by  Qnetta-NuahU  looto, 

Apr.  2,  667. 
Telegraph  Strike— Present  Position, 

Apr.  28, 1085. 

Tinnerelly  and  Taticorin  Biota.  In- 
formation M  to,  Apr.  28, 1080. 

Law  Courts,  New,  Expenditure  on  and 
Situation  of,  Apr.  2,  741. 

Mf.rble  Arch,  Progress  of  Works,  Apr.  2, 
742. 

Natal— Indian  Immigration,  Lc^latiou  to 
deal  with.  May  4,  1649. 

Nyiiasaland,  Communication  with,  Pro- 
posals for  Improving,  Mar.  39, 84. 

Opium,  Medicinal  Use  of  in  India,  Mar. 
31,  297. 

Persian  Qulf— British  rights.  Effect  of 
Anglo-Ruaaian  Agreement,  Mar.  30, 

87. 

Port  Said  Consulate,  Expenditure  on,  Apr, 

2.  796. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — Inclusion  of 
Weed.KiUera,  etc..  May  4.  1661. 

Slee^ng  SiokneBa  —  Establiahment  of 
National  Bureau,  May  4,  1660. 

Volunteer  Quartermasters — Poeition  under 
New  Scheme,  Mar.  30,  77. 

Beformatory  and  Indnitrial  SehMdi 

Ireland — Inspection  Syttem. 

Q.    Mr.  Long  ;  A.   Mr.  T.  W.  Bnsadl, 
Apr.  29,  1262. 
Report,  etc..  Presented,  May  1,  1533. 

Beinforoed  Conorete 

3ee  Ferro-Concrete. 

Bemnant*  Mr.  J.  T.  [FInabary,  Ht^bom] 

Pelosi,  Mrs. — Case  of.  Sentence  Inflicted, 

etc,  Apr.  3,  812. 
Police— Weekly  Day  of  Beet,  noposals  for, 

Apr.  2, 678  j  May  4,  1663. 

Bevenne  Bnildingi 

Vote  for. 

Ot.  Sir  F.  Banbury,  Apr.  2,  713-716, 
729  ;  Mr.  A.  DoogUw.  716,  717  ;  Mr. 
Harconrt,719,  726;  Lord  Balcarres, 
724^727;  Mr.  Watt,  727;  Mr. 
H.  BMkih>-7S8VKi'.^C^^^aM,728; 
air.  C.  E.  Prioa,  730.^^  . 
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S«Teiine  and  Expenditure 

Account  {1907-S)  Pfwented,  Apr.  30,  1377. 

Coatributions  to  Revenue  (1907-8),  Return 
Ordered,  Mar.  30,  56. 

Sspeodituri,  8ngg3«tions  for  Inquiry  into 
•ad  ReriBinfi. 

Qt,    Mr.  Cox  ;  As.    Mr.  Hobhonse. 

May  4,  1663. 
Q.     Mr.  Coz ;  A$.     Mr.  Aequith, 
Matf  4,  1666. 

Imperial  Revenue  (1007-8),  Return  Ordered, 
Mar.  30,  ^. 

Import  Duties,  Revenue  from  in  Great 
Britain  and  certain  Foreign  Countries, 
Q.  Hr.  J.  V.  Mason  ;A.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Mar.  31,  317. 
Q,      Mr.  J.  F.  Mason;  A.  Hr. 
Eearley,  Apr.  2,  676. 

BliTiimey  Bailway  Bill 

&  2b.*  Apr.  0.  887. 

Bhymney  Talley 

Pbitmeo,  Wages  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Hay ;  A,  Mr.  Bnztsn,  Apr.  30, 
1406. 

Biehtrdl,  Xr.  T.  F.  [Wolverhampton,  W.] 
Cardiff  Post  Office— Sorting  Duties  of 
Postmen,  Apr.  S,  682. 

Fife  Coal  Company.  Etplosion  at  Colliery 
—Evidence  of  McGinn,  Apr.  6,  892. 

Fimlico  Clothing  Factory— Boots  la  Store- 
Apr.  6,  923. 

Tipton — Case  of  D.  Pearson,  Apr.  2,  644. 

Watsall— Case  of  Jellyman,  Apr.  29,  1256. 

War  Office  Boot  Contracts,  Specifications 
in,  Apr.  6,  923. 

Bioluirdsou,  Xr.  A.  [Nottingham,  S.] 

Nottingham,  Licensing  Statistics,  Apr,  23, 
10S5. 

JUehmimd  (Ireland) 

Coaatabnlary  Training  Qaar>«M. 
Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale;    A.    Mr.  Cherry* 

Apr.  6',  899. 

Bididale.  Hr.  E.  A.  [Brightoni 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  Horse-Racing 
Prizes,  Sum  allocated  for,  Apr.  €,  953. 

Irish  Hospitals,  allocation  of  Grants  to, 
Apr.  6,  910. 

Biite  Clttbs 

Converted  Riflss  sold  by  War  Offi3e. 
Q.    -Captain  Faber  ;  A.     Mr.  Haldane, 
Apr.  30,  1378. 

Bipmi,  Karqneu  of—liord  Privy  Seal. 

ESementary  Education  (England  andWales) 
Bill,  2b.,  ifor.  30,  46,47. 

Farliaaient,  Adjournment  of,  on  Resig- 
nation of  Prime  Minister,  Apr.  6,  884, 
88S. 

Vtimo  Minister,  Besignatitm  of,  Apr.  6, 
.  883. 
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Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  BimlU 


Ac::ident3  through  Defective  Condition  in 
Ireland,  Responsibility  for. 

Q.    Mr.  Lardner  ;  A.    Mr.  Cherry, 
Apr.  6.  901. 

Exchequer  Contribution  towards  Upkeep, 
proposed, 
Q.    Mr.  Ffrensh  ;  A. 

Apr,  1.  486. 
Q,     Mr.  Sloan;  A. 
Apr.  3.  811. 

Beads  and  Olen 

Boat  Slips,  Condition  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Boland;^.   ib.  Bimll,  Apr.  3, 
816. 

RobeBiver 

DrainaxB  Proposals. 
Q.  Mr.  JohnO'Donaelli^.  Mr.  BirrelU 
Apr.  14,  904. 

Bobertt  Estate 

Case  of  Mrs.  C.  Gleasure. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Abraham ;  A.    Mr.  Bicrell, 
ifor.  30,  68. 

Boberti,  Kr.  C.  [Linoobi] 

Liquor  Traffic 

Mortality  Statistics,  Apr.  6,  893; 
Apr.  27,  1032. 

Transfer  Statistics,  Apr.  6,  938. 

BobertS,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Denbigshire,  W.] 

Licensing  Bill,  2b.,  May  4,  1712-1716. 

BobertS,  Kr.  S.  [Sheffield,  Ecelesall] 

Clubj,  Sunday  Entertainments  in  Liberal 
and  Radical  Clubs,  Apr.  28, 1093. 

Licensing  Bill 

Monopoly  Value  Paid  for  on  licences. 
Provisions  as  to,  Apr.  28,  1103. 

On-Licences  for  which  fnll  Monopoly 
Value  has  been  paid,  Proriuoni 
asto,  Jfar.  ^,  110,  111. 

Bobertson.  Bt  Hon.  ^—Seeretarjf  to  lAe 
Admiralty  [Dundee] 
Admiralty 

Contracts,  British  Materials,  Use  of* 
Apr.  2, 662. 

Granite — Source  of  Supply,  Apr. 
■  663. 

Searves,  Contract  for,  ifor.  30,  74. 
Armoured  Cmisen  undergoing  Refit,  Mar. 

so.nz. 

Battle  Praetice~  Trial  Shota  Fired,  ifar. 

30,  72. 

Battleships 

Annual  Cost,  Jfar.  30,  60,  7S. 

Auxiliary  Engines  on  Modem  Vessel 
compared  with  one  of  1877,  Mar. 
80, 6». 

Chatham  Hospital  Cooking  Staff.  Mar.  30, 
61. 

Ooasteoard  8ervise,'^i^luDge8  <ki 
Mar.  31, 302. 


Bob— Bvn] 


Robertson,  Bt  Hon.  ^—eenL 

Dockyard  StonentaaoDs,  Rate  of  Pay  of, 
Apr.  2,  663. 

"  Drradnonght,"  Arming  of,  Apr.  14^  978. 

Haalbowline  Works,  Gramite  naed  for.  Mar. 
30,  74,  75. 

Moody,  Stoker — Reviaion  of  Sentenae  on* 
propoied,  Apr.  1,  485. 

Promotions  since  1906,  Mar.  SI,  304. 

Rosyth  Works — British  Granite,  Use  of. 
Mar.  30,  74. 

"  Rover  "  Tug,  Engine  supplied  to,  Apr. 
3.  812. 

Torpedo  Boats 

Annual  Cost,  Mar.  30, 60, 75. 

Number  Be-Boilered,  Mar.  30,  73. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers — Annual  Cost, 
Jf  or.  30,  60,  76. 

Torpedoei — Speed  of  and  Uieof  Bow  Tube, 
Apr.  2,  663. 

Bobertion,  Hr.  J.  K.  [Ncvthnmberlaod, 

Tyneside] 

Criminal  Appeal  Ant— Shorthuid  Wtiters* 
Fees.  May  4,  1662. 

Egypt 

L  Animals,  Protection  of,  ftgainat  CroeHy, 

Apr,  2,  672. 

Crime,  Propoeali  for  Dealing  wit  h  Ib< 
orease  in,  Apr.  30,  1396. 

Fin»ioe,Adminiitration,  etc.,  Report — 
Date  of  Presenting,  Apr.  30, 1396. 

Katal— Martial  Lav,  Administration  by 
Sir  D.  Mackenzie,  Apr.  28,  1086. 

Poor  Law  Chaplains — Nonconformists  and 
Catholics  employed,  Apr.  2,  678. 

Bobertson,  Sir  0.  S.  [Bradford,  Central] 

Africa,  East — Circumstances  of  Suspension 
of  Lord  Dalamere  and  Mr.  Baillie, 
Mar.  30,  85. 

Elementary  Educfttion(  England  and  Wales) 
Bill  —  Headmasters  of  abandoned 
Schooh,  Poiition  of,  Jfor.  31,  321.  • 

Bobinsoilt        S>  [Brecknock] 

Cattle  Import  Regulations — Mannre  from 
Foreign  Animals  Wharves,  Disposal 
of,  Apr.  28,  1956. 

BoblOn,  Sir  W.  S.—Attomeif-Gauna  [South 
Shields] 

Camberwell  (Pockham)  Parliamentary 
Election  Expenditure,  Legality  of — 
Inquiry  proposed,  Jtfor.  30,  96,  97. 

Club? — Sunday  Entertainments  given  by 
Liberals  and  Radicals,  Apr.  6,  949. 

Ealing  County  Court  Busitfttss,  Facilities 
for  Transacting,  Apr.  2,  686. 

Education  —  Local  Committee  Members 
acting  B8  Magiatrates,  Apr^  6,  048, 
949.  — ^  *" 
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Kingstown  —  M|ul  Steamboats,  Dispute  u 
to  Use  of  Carlisle  Pier.  Apr.  2, 776-781. 

Law  Courts— Shorthand  Writera,  Dutiea 

of,  Mar.  31,  297. 
Prosecution    of    Offences  (AmendmMit) 
Bill,  Com.,  Apr.  1,  541,  544.  546. 
562-554. 

ExpenMB  Beaolutimi,  Apr.  1,  627-630* 
533. 

Boehe,  Kr.  A.  [Cork] 

Cork  Post  Office 

American   Mails.   Arrangementa  for 

Dealing  with.  Mar.  30,  SI. 
Chief  aerk.  Duties  of.  Apr.  U,  97S. 

Overtime  in.  Mar.  30,  56. 

Subsistence  Allowance,  ReguIaticHU  as 
to,  Apr.  14,  981. 

Telegraph  Staff— Licrease  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  981. 

Telegraphic  Delays,  Apr.  U,  97& 

Boohe,  Mr.  J.  [Calway,  K] 

Clanricirde  Estate,  Situation  on,  Aft.  8, 
899. 

Woodford— Case  of  M.  Hahoo,  Apr.  9, 

962,  963. 

BogerB,  Mr.  F.  H.  [Wiltahire,  Devises] 

Pewsey  Railway  Level  CrosBblg,  Fatal 

Accidents  at,  Apr.  1, 496. 

Boaebery,  Earl  of 

Elementary  Education  (England and  Walw) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  30,  49. 

Vatertay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in — Correspondence  between  Lady 
Cathcart  and  Secretary  for  ScoUand, 
Mar,  31,  285-280. 

Bosyth,  Naval  Base 

See  under  Navy.  « 

Boyal  Tarranti 

Conditions  of  Confirming. 
Qa.  Mr.  Hay  ;  As.  Mr.  H.  Samud,  Apr. 
30,  1401. 

Bnneiman,  Bt.  Hon.  W.—PresUetu,  Board 

of  Edwation  [Dewsburyl 

Ceylon— Palk  Straits,  Scheme  for  Railway 
Bridge  over,  Apr.  2,  670. 

Civil  Servioe 

Boy  Clerks —  Renter  to  faoiHtata 
Outside  Emmoymenfe,  proposed, 
Jfar.  21,  323,  324. 

Estimates 

Horse  Racing  Prizes,  Sum  al> 
located  for,  Apr.  6,  953. 

Memorandum,  Circulation  of>  Apr, 

6,  949. 

Territorial  Camp  Training  Facilities 
for  Civil  Servanta,  Ap^e,-921. 

[floM, 
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Bnnoinuui,  Bt  Sob.  Vf.—eont. 

Colzu  imitated   in  Silrered  Cardboard, 
Insoription  on.  Apr.  29,  1262. 

Congestion  CommiBsloa,  Cost  of.  Mar.  30, 
68. 

Cornwall,  Duchy  of — Leases,  Compensation 
for  Non-Benewal  of,  Apr.  1,  601. 

Customs  and  Excise 

Port  Clerkships,  InformatiMi  as  to. 
Mar.  31,  296. 

Second  Class  Lower  Section  Clerks, 
Inoreaae  of  Salary  of,  Apr.  6,  802. 

Dublin — Government  Employees,  Wages 
of,  Apr.  14,  993. 

Egypt — Mecca  Pilgrims,  Measures  for  Safe- 
guarding, Mar.  30,  88. 

Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  Convention 
with  Frsnce  as  to,  Apr.  8,  806. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 

Assistant  Comptroller,  Qualifications 
of,  ^pr.  14,  991. 

Case  (A  Mr.  Gleadowe,  Apr.  2,  G4S. 

Colonial  Audit  Branch,  Conditions  of 
Appointment  to,  Apr.  6,  906, 
007,  908. 

Comptroller  and  Auditor-Qeneral,  Age 
E  of,  Apr.  14,  002. 

Duplicate  Books  kept  in.  Apr.  6,  000. 

Entrance  Examination,  Failure  to 
Pass,  Apr.  14,  090. 

Examiner  Class,  Position  of»  Apr.  14, 
9S8. 

Frinmwl  Clerk  of  Fifth  Division, 
Hours  (A,  Apr.  14,  002. 

Promotion  System,  Apr.  14,  989,  991. 

Fiscal  Policy — ^Manufactured  Imports,  Ob. 
jeotions  to  Duties  on.  Mar.  31,  438- 
440. 

Friendly  Societies,  Conversion — Inquiry 
into  Subject,  proposed,  Apr.  6,  950. 

Heighington  Fen — Case  of  W.  Mitchell, 
Apr.  29,  1254. 

Income-Tax — Married  Couples,  Addititmal 
Relief  for,  Apr.  6,  896. 

Irish  Aooounts,  Audit  of,  Apr.  14, 902. 

Kingitown  Harbour— Dispute  as  to  Use  of 
Piers  by  Mail  Steamboats,  ^pr.  1, 
632;  ^pr.  0,955-968. 

Cariisle  Wharf,  Conditions  of  Use, 
Apr.  i,  516, 617. 

"  Ulster  "  Incident.  Apr.  2, 703, 704. 

Victoria  Wharf,  Use  of,  ^pr.  6,  053, 
954. 

Kirkbnrton  Grammar  School  EIndowment, 
Inquiry  into,  Apr.  29,  1257. 

Knighton—Sale  by  Auction  without  Licence 
on  10th  January,  JIfor.  31,  324, 

Land    Purchase,    Fbtancial  ftopoaaU, 
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Mar.  ZQ—May  4. 

Bnneimui,  Bt  Hon.  W.-em<> 


Local  B^istntion  of  l^tte  (Izeland)  Act, 
1891 

Amount  of  Insorance  Fund  aocnmn- 
lated,  Jfor.  31,  299. 

Stamp  Doties  payable,  Jfar.  31,  300. 

Low  Valley  Catholic  School,  Becognition 
of,  Apr.  29,  12S2. 

Uedioi^  Inspection,  Cost  of,  Apr.  29, 1265. 

Natal— Martial  Law,  Natives  uxested  and 
punished  under,  ^pr.  2,  070. 

National  School  Teachers,  Pension  System, 
Apr.  S,  696. 

Persian  Customs  Service  Natioitality  of 
Employees,  Apr.  1,  494  ;  Apr.  6,  934. 

Persian  Gulf — British  Rights,  Effect  of 
Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  ifor.  30, 
87. 

Royal  London  FWendly  Society — Conver- 
si<m.  Proposals  for,  Apr.  6, 980. 

Russia — ^Arrest  of  BIr.  Luzenborg,  Apr. 
0.936. 

Selby  and  Woodlands  School  Accommoda- 
tion, ^pr.  29, 1263.  1254. 

Stamps — Embossing  Facilities  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  Apr.  2, 696. 

Sugar  Duty,  Abolition  proposed,  Apr.  6, 
896. 

Taxation— Widening  Basis  of.  Necessity 
for.  Mar.  SI,  438. 

Treisory,  Permanent  Assistant  Secretary 
— Selecticmof  Mr.  Plain,  648. 

Tristan  da  Cnnha,  Despatch  of  Mails  to, 

Apr.  2,  660. 

Vivisection  —  Dog  Licences  Kept,  Apr. 
2.667. 

Voice  Production  and  Training  -Inquiry 
into,  proposed,  Apr.  29,  1251. 

Walsall^-Case  of  Jellymui,  Apr.  29, 1266. 

Westbnry  Leigh  School  Aooommodatlcm, 
^pr.  30,  lllO. 

Westmeath  Valuation,  Basis  of  Calculating, 
Apr.  2,  606. 

Wolverhampton  Teachers'  Examination — ■ 
Cause  of  Failure  of  Candidates,  Apr. 
30, 1409. 

Woods  and  Forests.  Commissioncn  of — 
Leases,  Compensation  for  ncm-renewal 
of,  .^pr.  7,602. 

Wwks  Board  Loans,  Conditions  of  granting 
in  Ireland,  Jfor.  31,  329;  Apr.  S, 
697. 


Yorkshire    West  Biding—New 
projected,  Apr.  29,  1263. 


rchools 


Bnnell.  Earl 

Movable  Dwellings  Bill,  2b. 


456. 


Digitized  by 
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BUMII,  £t  Hon.  T.  W.—Viee  Presideni  of  Stusla 


[Vd.  187. 


the  Agrievllure  anj.  Technical  Inalrueiion 
.    Department  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Agriculture  Department  —  Salaries,  In- 
creaee  in  Gstimate  for,  Apr.  14,  084. 

Ballycftstb  Pier,  DeciBion  as  to,  Apr.  2, 
690. 

Ballym(n«— Case  of '8.  Bainey,  Apr.  29, 
1284. 

Beee — Foul.brof>d  in  Ireland,  L^slative 
Propotala  for  deaUng  with,  Apr.  1, 
484. 

Black  Scab,  Heassres  for  olieokiagt 
Mar.  31,  324. 

Cattle-drlTing  Cues  during  1908,  Apr,  Z9, 
1863. 

Calf-HealB— biih  Analyses,  Besnlt  of. 
Apr.  1,  616',  Apr.  SS,  1060. 

Canning  Rnasell  ft  Co. — Complaints  as  to 
Traniaotions  with  biah  farmers, 
Apr.  28.  1051. 

CSiarleatowa  Ftotty  Sessions  —  Decision  in 
Unlawful  AsaemUy  Case,  Apr.  29, 
1260. 

Constalml«7  —  Strength  (1905  and  1908), 
Apr.  29.  1261. 

Courtown  Harbour  Improvements,  Decision 
as  to,  Apr.  14,  987. 

Dillon  Estate— Lough  Qlynn  House  Price 
obtained  for,  Apr.  28,  1101. 

Ednoation  — ■  Intermediate  Rules,  Apr,  29, 
I2S9.  1260. 

Forestry  Committee  Report,  Action  to  be 
taken  on  Apr.  29,  1266. 

Industries,  Proteoticoi  of — IVenoh  Firm 
fined  for  Sale  ol  lAoe,  etc,  Apr.  1, 

514.  615. 

Kenmare  Fair  Bent  Applioatfons,  Apr.  29, 

1260, 
Land  Purchase 

Annuities  —  Recovery    of  Arrears, 
Apr.  29.  1264. 

Staff     of    Estates  Commissioners 
Apr.  29.  1262. 
Linen  Irish,  Hand-woven,  Protection  of, 

Mar.  30,  99.  100. 
Magistrates  —  Vacancies  and  Appoint- 
ments since  1906,  Apr.  29>  1262. 
Horragh  Bernard  Elstate,  Sale  Proposals  — 

Case  of  J.  Golden,  Apr.  28,  1100. 
Fbrter  and  Crosbie  Kstate,  Sale  Proposals, 

Apr.  28,  1101. 
Reformatory   and   Industrial  Schools — 

Inspection  System,  Apr.  29,  1262. 
RoytJ  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland — In* 

elusion     within     New  l^niversity, 

Apr.  29,  1261. 
Secretary    to    Department,    Salary  of, 

Apr.  29,  1265. 
Tulsk  —  Speech  of  Mr.  Keaneny,  Apr.  29, 

1263. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  Proposals 

as  to.  Mar.  30,  60. 
Whaling  Industry  on  Irish  Coast.  By-laws  i 

as  to.  Apr,  2,  690.  691.  | 


78 


Howarth,  llr.  E.,— Case  ot 
Q.    Hr.   Ashley;  Aa.    Sir   E.  Qrvy, 
Apr.  30,  1393. 
Luzenburg,  Mr.,  Arrest  of. 
Qa.   Mr.  Laidlaw.  Sir  W.  Butl;.<4«.  Mr. 

Runciman,  Apr.  6,  935. 
Qa.    Mr.  Belloc,  Mr.  MitohelUThomaon ; 
At.    Sir  E.  Grey.  Apr.  28,  1038. 

Tchajnfcovsky,  N.,  Case  of. 
Q.  Hr.  Yoxall;^.  Sir  E.  (key, ilpr.  £7, 
10S6. 

Trade  Report  Fnsented.  Apr.  2,  446. 

BatherfDrd,  Dr.  V.  H.  [Middlesex,  Brentford] 

Opium — Ceylon  Commission  Report,  Date 
of  Presenting,  Mar.  30,  83. 

Tinnevelly  and  Tntioorin  Riots,  Informs  - 
tion  as  to,  Apr.  28,  1061 ;  Apr.  30, 
1388. 

Westbury  Leigh  School  Aeoommodation. 
Apr.  30,  1410. 

Bntherford.  Kr.  J.   [Luioasliire  N.E., 

DarwMi] 

Nelson — Population  and  licensing  Statlsties, 
Apr.  28,  1092. 

Kntherford,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Liverpool,  w. 

Derby] 

^   Licensing  Bill,  2it..  Apr.  28,  119^-1202. 

St  Andrews  University 

Reports  Presented,  Apr.  14,  964,  973. 

St  Asaph.  Bishop  of 

ElMnentary  Education  (Englandand  Wales) 
Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  30.  3-16.  48. 

St  Marylebone  Borough  Cminell  (Snpar- 
annnation)  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  Apr.  1,  445. 
c.  iB.*  Apr.  14,  968. 
2b.«  May  4,  1613. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Dmgi  Act 

Weed  KillefB,  Disinfectants,  eto.,  SiUe  of. 
Qt.    Hr.  Rees ;    At.   Sir  £.  Straohey, 
Jfay  4,  1661. 

Saltonn,  Lord 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  (SeoClatid) 
Bill,  Com.,  Apr.  2.  63S. 

Samneli  Vx,  H..L — Under-Seeretarjf,  Borne 
Ofiee  [Torin,  Cleveland] 

Aliens  Act — Statemmts  made  by  Ur 
Churchill,  Apr.  30,  1402,  1408. 

Children  Bill— EsUblishment  of  Crtehes. 

Apr.  29.  1242. 

Coroners'  Inquests — Proposals  for^qniry, 
Apr.  29,  1241,  1242. 

Coroners'  Inquests  KlU  2k..  Apr.  3,  868- 

871. 

Criminal  Procedure — Fixing  Minimiif 
Penalty  for  certain  Offences,  proposed, 
Apr.  29,  1243.     ^  i 

Digitized  t)y  ^t>Ogl^p,j^^ 
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Samuel,  Kr.  H.  It.—eorU, 

XdoenBing  Bill.  2s..  Apr.  28,  1125,  1202- 
1224;    Apr,   30.  1460,  1466;  Apr. 

29,  1302. 

Lunacy — Inaanity  arising  from  Religions 
Excitement,  Apr.  29,  1242. 

Motor  Omnibnafls  in  London  Streets, 
PoUee  Duties  witii  r^ard  to,  Apr.  30, 
1309,  140a 

North  Camberwell  Radical  Club,  All^a- 
tions  against^  Case  of  B.  C.  Drum- 
mond,  Apr.  30,  1400.  1401. 

Pkrliannentaiy  Eleotiona,  Arrests  for 
DnmkennMS  dnring,  Apr.  29,  1242. 

Police,  Metropolitan — Commission  Report 

Date  of  issuing.  Apr.  S9,  1243. 

Royal  Warrants.  Conditions  of  Con- 
firming. Apr.  30,  1401. 

Shops  BiU,  2b.,  May  1,  1592—1600. 

Sleeping  oat — Police  Instructions  for  deal- 
ing  with  Offenders,  Apr.  30,  13BS, 
1390. 

Tailoring  Industir  —  Prosecution  under 
Particulara  CUuse,  Apr.  30,  1402. 

Unemploysd  Demonstration  at  pdanchester 
— Sentence  on  Leaders,  Apr.  24,  1010. 

Workmen's  Compensation '  Aet — Plwsical 
Defects  in  Workmen,  Effect  on  Insur- 
ance Scbemea,  Apr.  30,  1408. 

S»M00il,  SirE.  A.  [Hythe] 

Congo  Free  State,  Annexation  by  Belgium 
— Terms  of  Treaty  of  Cession,  Apr.  30, 
1303. 

Ednoattcoi  Board  Legal  Advisers,  Duties  and 
Salaries  of.  Apr.  6,  946,  947. 

Inoome-Tax— Investments  Abroad,ReTenue 
from,  Apr.  30,  1397.  1398. 

Telegraph  Service  Codes — Proposals  as  to 

Clause  8,  Apr.  30,  1407. 

Telephone  Service — French  System  of 
Choice  vf  Instruments,  Apr.  30,  1406, 
1407. 

Turkey  Customs  Increase.  Allocation  of 
Revenue  from,  Apr.  30,  1394. 


Saye  and  Sele,  Lord 

Territorial  Force  County  Associatiun  Secre- 
taryships, Position  of  Army  Officers 
accepting.  Mar.  31,  291. 

Besrboroiigh 

Bumiston  Road  Barraoks,  Use  for. 
Q.   Ib-.W.Rea;^.   Mr.  Haldaae,  Jfar. 
30,S\. 
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[8am— Soft 


SehwaniL)  Sir.  C.  E.  [Mancheai 

Victoria  and  Albeit  Museum, 
of,  Apr.  et'tSOt 
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Sem/ofy— Rt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 
Lord-AdvoeaU—Ttt.  Htm.  T.  Shaw. 
SolicUor-Oeneral — Mr.  A.  Ure. 
(For  Particular  Places,  see  Ihdr  Namee). 

Cottars  and  Fishermen,  Proposals  for  Im- 
proving Position  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;    A.    ib.  Sinolair, 
Apr.  6,  893. 
Counties,  Burghs  and  Parishes — Return 

Presented,  Apr.  14,  963,  972. 
Croften  Commission 

Churman  of, 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;    A.   Mr.  SinoU^, 
Apr.  2, 688. 

Bepwt  (1907)  presented,  Apr.  J,  447* 

476. 

Housing  Conditions — Return  Presented* 

Mar.  30,  2. 
Police— Report  Presented,  Apr.  1,  447. 

475. 

Begistratitm  of  Titles  Commission  Report, 
Date  of  Presenting. 
<j.    Mr.  C.  E.  Price  ;  A.   Mr.  Sin- 
clair, Mar.  SO,  98. 

Royal  Observatory — Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented, Apr.U,S6S,9f7i. 

Royal  Scottish  Mnseum 

Articles    on    Loan,    Conditions  of 
accepting. 
Qa.   Mr.  MitoheU-ThomBcm. 
As.   Mr.    SiDclair,  Mar. 
30,96. 

Insurance  against  Fiie,  Premium  for, 
Q.   Mr. hunger;  A.   Mr. Sinclair, 
Mar.SO.Wi 

Sheriff  Clerks,  Avocations  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Watt ;  A.     iti.  T.  Shaw.  Mar, 
30,  W. 

Slaughter-Houses.  System  of  Letting. 
Q.   Mr.  Watt ;  A.   Mr.  Sindair,  Apr, 
9.654. 

Soott,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Ashton-under-Lynoj 

Ashtott-under-Lyne  Licensed  Houses  closed, 
(1905-1907).  Mar.  30,  64. 

Shops  Bill.  2b.  Mag  1,  1572. 

Sea^am  Harbour  Cook  BiU 

e.  3b*,  Mar.  30.  64. 
I.  1B«,  Mar.  31,  245. 

Sears,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Cheltenham] 

Licensing   Bill— Reduction   of  Licences, 
Estimate  of,  Apr.  6,  937. 

Seaton  Delaval 

Pott  Offko  —  Dutin  oi  Annie  James. 
Q.    Mr.  Jsmee    O'Connor;    A  Wx. 
Hnxton,  Apr.  i.  478. 
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Smtmiu,  ISs.  J.  H.  [Lambeth,  Brixbm] 
Vohmteen 

Conditions  of  Transfer  to  New  Force, 
Apr.  2,  680. 

IfCmg-Seirice  Medal,  Conditiona  of 
Granting  under  New  Sobeme. 
Apr.  2,  661. 
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Secretary  of  Stats  for  the  Coloniet 

Bt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Crewe. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A&ira 

JUL  Hon.  Sir  S.  Qreff. 

Seoretary  of  State  for  tlie  Home  Depart- 
ment 

at,  Hon.  B.  Glaiabme.  ' 

Seoretary  of  State  for  India 

St.  Hon.  Viteount  Mori^. 

Seoretary  of  State  for  Sootlud 

St.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War 

St.  Hm.  S.  B.  Haldane. 

Seddon    Ur.  J.    S.  [Luicuhire,  B.W., 
Newton] 

Bristol  Post  Offioo — Efliciency  Tests  for 
TelegraphistB,  Apr.  14,  978. 

Shops  Bill.  2b,  Mag  1, 157&-1581.  1600. 

Seely>  Cdlmel—Undtr-Seenlary  for  the 
Coloniet  [LiTerpooI,  Aberoromby ] 

«  Abfloknta— Treaty  with  Alnko  in  1S9S, 
May  4,  16S1. 

Africa,  East — Grievanoes  of  White  Settlersi 
Proposals  for  Dealing  with,  Apr. 
30,  1390,  1391. 

Canadian  Immigration  RsgulatioQs — New 
•         Proposals,  May  4,  1650. 

Ceylon  Road-making — Employment  of 
Woman  and  Girls,  Apr.  30,  1389. 

Customs  and  Excise — Second  Class  Lower 
Section  Clerks,  Increase  of  Salary  of, 
Apr.  6.  891. 

Cyprus  Archbishopric,  Appointment  to. 
May  4,  1633. 

Lagos  Expropriated  Natives,  Compensa- 
tion of.  May  4,  1650. 

Natal 

Cakijana,  Case  of.  May  4,  1652. 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of,  Apr.  29,  1240 
1241. 

Imi»ieonment  Law,  May  4,  1649. 

Indian  Immigration,   Legislation  to 
Deal  with,  ifaytf,  1649. 

Martial    Law  —  Administration  by 
Sir  D.  Mackenzie,  Apr.  28,  1086, 
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Seely.  Colonel— eonf. 
Natal— eonf. 

Native  Kepresentation  in  Parliament. 
Legislative  Proposals  for,  Apr. 
30,  1390.  *^ 

Pacific  Cable.  Loss  on.  May  4,  1619. 
Slee^ng  Sickness  —  Establishment  of 
National  Bureau,  May  4,  1650. 

South  Australian  Northern  Territory,  Trans- 
fer of— Royal  Assent  to  Act,  Aw. 
30,  1390. 

Tariff     Reduction     Proposals  between 

Colonies,  Apr.  28,  1087,  1088. 
Transvaal 

Civil  Servants  —  Re-employment  on 
Retrenchment,  Apr.  30,  1391. 

White  Labour  in  Mines,  Experiment 
with,  May  4,  1651.  1662. 

Selby 

School  Accommodation. 
Qa.   Mr.  Clough;  As.   Mr.  Runciman, 
Apr.  29,  1253. 

Shannon  Biver 

Tolls,  Averi^  of. 
Q.    Mr.  P.   O'Brien;     A.    Mr.  Hob- 
house,  Apr.  28,  1060. 

Shaw,  Bt.  Hon.  T.~^ord  Adpoeate  [Hawick 

hurgh»} 

Criminal  Pi-ocednre  Bill,  Propoeals  as  to 
Apr.  28.  1060. 

Sheriff  Clerks.  Avocations  of.  Mar.  30* 

Stranraer   Boy,  Death   of  —  Result  of 
Inquiry.  Apr.  2,  689. 

Vatersay  and  Barra— Advice  given  by 
Lord  Advocate,  Apr.  6,  894. 

Sheehy,  Hr.  D.  [Meath,  S.] 

AttymasB  Constables,  AUeaations  aniiut 

Apr.  28,  1064. 

Dillon  Estate— Disposal  of  Cardenstown 
Farm,  Apr.  28,  1066. 

Summerhill  Police.  Information  as  to 

Apr.  2,  69L 

Sheffield 

(Central)  Parliamentary  Election  —  New 
Writ  Issued,  Apr.  14,  966;  New 
Member  Sworn,  Apr.  Z8,  1105. 

Post  Office,  Expenditure  on  and  Ftosress 

made. 

O*.    Mr.  S.  Wortley,  Apr.  2,  723- 
Mr.  Haroourt.  723. 

Sheriffs'  Coorts  (Scotland)  Act,  1907 

Copy  of  Acts  of  Sedwunt  Presented,  Apr. 
S8,  1048. 

Sherlock  Estate 

Case  of  Mr.  P.  Kidney. 
Q.   Mr.  Abraham ;  ^~A,   Jftr.  i  Bkrell 
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Shetland 

Herring  JfiaheTy,  Effect  of  Whi^e  Fishing 

OD. 

Q.    Mr.  Morton ;  A.    Mr.  Stnolair, 
Apr.  30,  1412. 

Mail  Sorvioc,  Memorial  as  to. 

Q.   Mr.  J.  0.  WaHon  ;  A,    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  30,  1406. 

St.  Magnus  Bay,  Frotootiou  of,  i^ainst 
Illegal  Trawling. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wuson;     A.  Mr. 
Sinulair,  Mar.  30,  08. 

Scattaltl  Grazing  Laiulit,  Dispoiial  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wiwon;  ^1.    Mr.  Sinclair, 
Apr.  30,  1411. 

Shop  Honrs  Act 

Orders  niiulo  iiuder,  Prcsonted,  M(tr.  30, 
3;  Apr.  28,  1040;  Apr.  29,  1232. 

Shops  Bill 

e.  2b..  May  1,  1534. 

Shotton 

School,  Dociuion  an  to. 
Qa.    Mx.  Bridgemui ;  Aa.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Mar.  31,  310. 

Shrewshnry 

Post  Office,  CluHsififation  of. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  Ward;     A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  28,  1008. 
Bailway  DiHastor — Finding  of  Inquiry. 
Qs.    Mr.  tjmoaton,  Mr.  C.  Money,  Mr. 
Tomkin.son ;      Aa.    Mr.  Kuurtoy, 
Apr.  29,  1245. 

Shropshire 

(Newport)  Parliamentary  Eleoticm — New 
Writ  iwued,  Apr.  30,  1373. 

Siam 

Agreement  with — Proposalu  for  Tabling, 
etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Smouton  ;  A.    Sir  E.  CJroy, 
Apr.  30,  1393. 

SinUm,  Hr.  J.  A.  [EsBex,  WalthamatowJ 

Home  Rule — Protests  a^fniitst  UritiHh  Ad. 
ministration,  etc..  Mar.  30,  237-24(>. 

Si&eiair  Bt.  Hon,  J.,  Secretary  for  Sc^tlan'! 
[ForfaTsliire] 

Badininish — Dog-Poiuoning  Casee,  Inforniii  - 
tion  as  to,  Mar.  31,  322. 

Cloch  Point  Land  Purchaaod  by  War  Offitt' 
and  resold — Annual  Value  for  Rating, 
Mar.  31,  298. 

Clyde  fHaliorieti — Effect  of  use  of  SoiDO 
Net.  Apr.  6.  951. 

Cottars  and  Fiahermon,  Proponals  \m 
Improving  Position  of,  Apr.  6,  893. 

Crofters  Commiasion,  Chairman  of,  Apr. 
2,  688. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Printing,  Proposals  for,  Apr.  2,  680. 
Women  Voters,  Effect  on  Position  of, 
Apr.  1.  503. 
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Sinclair,  Bt  Hon.  J.— eo»f. 

Fisheries 

Nets  destroyed  by  Trawlecs — Measures 
for  Prosecution  of  Offenders, 
Apr.  2,  689. 

Scottish  Grounds.  Protection  ol  — 
Funds  available  for  Additional 
Cruiser,  Apr.  2,  688. 

Trawling 

Prosecutions  round  Scottish  Coast 
(1907),   Apr.    2.  688. 

Regulation  of  Operations  outside 
Territorial  Waters,  PropoBals 
for,  Mar.  31,  323. 
Lewis,  Island  of. 

Aiguish  Housofi  with  smoky  chimneys. 
May  4,  1066. 

Landless  People,  Decision  as  to,  May 
4,  1066. 

Local  Government — Legislative  Proposals 

Mar.  31,  322.  323. 
Moray  Firth  Iltcgat  Trawling,  Proposalg 

for  dealing  with,  Apr.  30,  1412,  1413. 

Morrich  More  Landu,  Disposal  of.  May  4, 
1665. 

Old  Kilpatrick  Cemetery,  Purchase  of  Land 
for,  Apr.  14,  085. 

B^strotion  of  Titles  Commission  Report, 
Dato  of  Presenting,  Mar.  30.  08. 

Royal  Scottish  Museum 

Conditions  of  accepting  Articles  on 
Loan,  Mar.  30,  98. 

Insurance  against  Fire,  Premium  for. 
Mar.  30,  00. 

Shetland 

Herring  Fislit-ry,  Effect  of  Whale 
Fishing  on,  Apr.  30,  1412. 

St.  Magnus  Bay — Protection  of,  against 

lUcwiil  'J'niwlinjr,  Mar.  30,  98. 

Scattald  Grazing  Ijands,  Disposal  of, 
Apr.  30,  1411. 

Slaughter- Ho  uses,  System  of  JjOtting,  Apr. 
2,  654. 

Siuiill     Tlnliliii^zs  —  T.f;;isl,ition  jiii.ipi>fDd, 
.',  I.S7. 

V^iiiT-.ik-    iih-l    llirra — Ariut  and  rating 
\-..|it.-      Wu-imy,  Apr. 

Apr.  i.  r.<Pi*. 
^titiisast  dU-.,  ng»in.-^t,  AfK.  ifJj&A, 

k  3s.*  ifor.  31,  245. 
c.  1 3!.*  Apr.  J,  473. 
■In.*  Moy  4.  I&E^ 

Sleepinf  out 

Polico  Itiptc 


Sle-Son] 


Sleeping  Siekneu 

Nation&l  Bureau,  EutabliBhmeut  of. 

Q.    Hr.  Bees;  A.    Coltmsl  Seely.  Majf 
4;  1660. 
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Sligo 

Board  of  Guiutlianti'^peeoh  of  Mr.  J. 
Uilmartin. 
Q.    Captain  Craig ;  A.   Mr.  Birrell, 
May  4,  1629. 

Sloan,  Mr.  T-  H-  [i^elfast,  S.] 

Belfast  Post  Office 

Aotim;  OverHeer,  SyBtem  of  Selecting, 
Apr.  14,  978. 

Learaers,  Positiou  of,  Apr.  3,  812. 

Eduoatiou  Rule  127(6),  AooommofUtioQ 
required  by,  Apr.  2, 

Fdst  Office  Mail  Service— Canadiao  Con- 
tract, Moif  4,  1660. 

Roads,  Imperial  Grant  for  Btaintenanoe  of, 
Apr.  3,  811. 

Telegraph  Service 

Learners,  Qualifioatione  required  of, 
Apr.  1,  482. 

Messengers,  Adult  Night,  Pay  of.  May 
4.  1621. 

Traotion  Engines,  Tax  on,  proposed,  Apr. 
27, 1030. 

Slongli  Urban  BiBtrlot  Water  Bill 

e.  Sep.*  Mar.  31,  293. 

Small  Holdings 

Chaiges  for  Sinking  Fund  and  Interest, 
Power  of  Local  Authority  to  exclude 
from  Bent. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A,  Mr. 
Bums.  Apr.  3,  813. 

Crown  Lands — Availability  for  Compnlsory 
Acquisition. 

Q,  Lord  Wilioaghby  de  Eresby ; 
A.  Sir  E.  Stoaohey,  May  4, 
1633. 

Bent,  Charges  inoludcd  in. 
Qb.    Mr.  J.  Collings;      At.   Sir  E. 
Strachey.  Apr.  2,  685. 

Scotland,  Legislation  for,  proposed. 

Q».    Mr.  Aina worth,  'SSx.  Weir ;  A.  Mr. 
Sinclair,  Apr.  2,  687. 

Small  Holdingi  and  Allotments  (Scotland) 
BiU 

U  Com.  and  Rep.,  Apr.  2,  635. 

Smeaton,  Xr.  3),  K.  [Btirlingshire.] 

Afghanistan — Consent  of  Amir  to  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement,  Apr.  28,  1C§3 ; 
Apr.  29,  1237. 

Censua  of  Production  Act  —  Inquiry 
St'he  lule^  issuod,  Apr.  6,  940. 
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Officers*  Pensions,  System  of 
Calculating  Service  for,  Apr 
2,  668. 

Pensions,  System  of  Counting 
Service  towards,  Apr.  30, 
1386. 

Mohmand   Bising,   Afghan  Attitude 
towards,  ^pr.  29,  1238. 

Bailway  Extension  to  Afghan  Frontier, 
Apr.  29,  1238,  1239. 

Slu-owsbury  Railway  Disaster — Finding  of 
Inquiry,  .^pr.  29,  1245,  1246. 

Siam,    Agreement  with — Proposals  foi 
Tabling,  etc.,  Apr.  30, 1393. 

Smith,  Ur.  F.  £•  [Liverpool,  Walton] 
Licensing  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  29,  1297-13U0. 


Smith  Estate  (Gavan) 

Purchase  of. 
Q.   Mr.  V.  Kennedy ; 
Mar.  30,  101. 


A.    Mr.  Birrell, 


Smyth,  Mr.  T.  F.  LLeitrim,  S.] 

White  Estate 

Case  of  J.  McKieman,  Mar.  30,  67. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstatement  of. 
Mar.  30,  101. 

Snowden,  Ur-  F-  [BlMkbnm] 

Inland  Revenue — Case  of  F.  Farrington, 

Apr.  2,  699. 

Licensing  Bill,  2R.,Apr.  2S,  1180-1188. 

Solent 

JuritKliiition  over  Navigation  in. 

g«.    Mr,  Fell ;  As.    Mr.  McKenna,  Mr. 

Kearley,  Apr.  30.  1385. 
Qs.    Mr.  Fell ;  As.    Mr.  McKenn  i,  Mai 

4,  1041. 

Solicitor-Oeneral 

Sir  S.T.Evans. 

Solicitor-Oeneral  for  Ireland 

Mr.  B,  Barry. 

Solicitor-Oeneral  for  Scotland 

Mr.  A.  Vre. 

Soudan 

Finances,    Administration,  etc. — Report 
Proeonted,  Apr.  30,  1377. 


Sonth  African  War 

Expenditure — Amount  of  Debt,  etc. 


Mr. 

4,  16 
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South  Australia  | 

Northern  Territory,  Transfer  of— EoyftI  | 
Assent  to  Aot. 
Q.    Mr.   Lonsdale;     A.    Colonol,  I 
Soely.  Apr.  30,  1390.  | 

Ponth  Kensington  i 

Past  Office— New  BuiMingft,  Tixpcnditiirc  i 
on.  ' 

0«.   Sir  P.  Banbury,  Apr.  S,  715; 
Mr.  Harooart,  721. 

Southampton 

Catholio  Attendance  at  Secondary  School. 
Qe.    Mr.  Bolaiid ;    As.    Mr.  McKenna 
Mar.  31,  320;  Ajtr.  G,  946. 

Sonthwell  District  Gas  Bill 

e.  Sep.*  Apr,  30,  1373. 

Bonth  West  Snbnrban  Water  Bill 

c.  2e.*  Apr.  30,  1373. 

Spain 

Declaration  respecting  Maritime  Law— 
Accession  Presented,  Apr.  14,  962, 
972. 

Madrid  Embassy  Buildings,  Expenditure 
on. 

0«.    Mr.  Grettou,  Apr.  2,  799-S02. 
&f>.  Harconrt,  801. 

Preference  Law,  Translation  of. 
Q,    Mr.  Mitchell- Thomson ;     A,  Mr. 
Kearley,  Apr.  28,  1094. 

Speaker  and  Deputy-Speaker— Bnlings 

Dalton's  Blackburn  Brewery — Connection 
of  Patron^  Secretary  with,  May  4, 
1671. 

Easter  Recess — Motion  for  Adjournment 

Apr.  14,  1000. 
Irrelevant  Matter,  Apr.  2,  790. 
Judges— References  to,  of  a  Derogatory 

were  not  in  Order  and  must  be  with- 

drawn,  Apr.  1,  592,  620. 

Licensing  Bill — Interruptions  to  Debate 

May  4,  1725. 
Notices  of  Motion,  Ballot  for,  Apr.  14, 

1002. 

QuMtions,  See  that  title. 
Speeches,  Length  of.  Authority  of  Speaker 
to  check,  Apr.  1,  614. 

Unparliamentary  Expressions- —  Member 
named.  Mar.  .30,  1R4. 

Staffordshire 

Licensed  E[ouses  closed  (lOOiV?). 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Ward;   A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
JIfar.  30,  89. 


Standing  Orders 

Reflolutiontt  reported- 
Mar.  31,  202. 

K3 


from  Committee 


Stanger,  Mr.  H.  Y.  [Kensington,  N.] 

Archer  Street  Post  Office  Premises,  Re- 
building of,  Apr.  27,  1027. 

Workijien's  Compensation  Act — Female 
Workpeople  affected  by,  and  Proposala 
for  Appointing  Women  Doctors  as 
Medical  Referees.  Apr.  28,  1092. 

Stanley,  Mr.  A.  L.  [Cheshire,  Eddisbnry] 
Cheese— Dutch  sold  as  Cheshire,  Mw.  SO, 
94. 

War  Office  Contracts  given  abroad,  Return 

as  to,  Apr.  6,  905. 

Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

Movable  Dwellii^  BUI,  2b.,  Apr.  h  464. 

Stationery  Office 

Warehouse,  Expenditnre  on. 

Oa.    Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Apr.  2,  734. 

Staveley-Hill*  Mr.  H.  [StaffordBhire,  Kinga- 

winford] 

Dudley  Post  Office— Wages  of  Employees. 
Apr.  2,  fi41.  042. 

Steadman.  Mr.  W.  C.  [Finabuiy,  Central] 
Shops  Bill,  2r.,  May  J.  1589-1592. 

Stemes  Charity  Estate 

Sale  Piopoealt-. 
Qs.   Mr.    Lardner;   Ai.   Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr.  1,  BOfi. 

Stock  Exchange 

Brewery  Stock  Operations — Protection  of 
Investors. 
Q.    Mr.  Field!    A.    Mr.  Asqnith, 

Mar.  31,  298. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill 
t.  Sr.*  Apr.  1.  44.'). 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Post  Office,  System  of  Classifying, 
Qs.    Mr.  .T.  Ward;  A9.   Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  28,  1098. 

Stow 

Board   of   Guardians.   Circumstances  -  of 

Surcharge  on, 

Q.    Mr.  Bennett  ;    A.    Mr.  Bums, 
May    4.  1«35. 

Straohey,  SirE.— r««**(rtr  of  thf.  Homehohl 

[Somerset,  S.] 
Cattle  Importation 

(Canadian  Regulations,  Apr.  28,  1058. 
Manure     from     Foreign  Animals 
Wharves,  IKsposal  of,  Apr.  28, 
1056. 

Cheese— Dutch  sold  a»  Cheshire,  Mar.  30. 
94. 

Farmers'  Co-operative  Societi 
meat  of,  Jlf*^; -W,  90.^ 

\r.(int. 


8tr-Taf) 


Straohey,  Sir  E.— conf. 

Fodder  and  Litter — Peat-Moss  Importft- 
tion,  Danger  of,  Mar.  30,  9S. 

Holland,  Prevaloace  of  Foot^aiid-Houth 

Bieeaso  in,  Apr.  2,  684. 

Margarine — Safeguards   against   Sale  as 

Butter.  Afar.  30,  95. 

Meat — Carcaflps  of  Calves  imported  from 
Holland  and  Belgium,  Apr.  14,  988. 

Northamptonahiro  Kabies  Outbreak,  Apr 
2.  684. 

Ordnance  Survey  Maps,  Plaoo  of  En- 
graving, Apr.  2,  061. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — IncluBion  of 
Weod-kiUera,  etc..  Jfay  4. 1001. 

Small  Holdings 

Acquisition  of  Crown  Lands  for,  Jfay 

4,  1033. 

Bent,  Charges  included  in,  Apr.  2,  080. 

Swine  Pever — Result   of  lavesttgation, 
Apr.  2, 085. 


Stranraer 

Death  of  Boy,  Result  of  Inquiry  into. 
Q.  Hr.  Gullnnd  ;    A.  Mr.  T.  Shaw,  Apr. 

2,  689. 
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Snminerbell,  Mr.  T.— w**- 

Navy — eont. 
"  Indus 

Meohanioiaa  EstaUishmrat,  Ro- 
ar range  men  t   of,    Apr.  2S, 

1072. 

Officer^',  Additions  to  be  made  to 
Number  of,  Apr.  26,  1072. 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bill,  2B.,  Apr.  3,  850. 

Shops  Bill,  2k..  Mayl,  1501. 

Trinidad 

East  Indian  Coolies,  Proteste  against 
Importation  of,  Jfor.  31,  309. 

Immigration  Ordinance,  Terms  of 
Amendment  to,  Apr.  1,  493. 

Legislative  Council  Knanoe  Com- 
mittee  Meetings,  Adnussiou  to. 

Mar.  31,  308. 

Port-of-Spain  Town  Properties,  Auc< 
tion  of  liOod  for  Bepairs  to,  Apr. 
1,  493. 

Bidlway  En^^jrees,  Fines  on  (1900- 
1007),  Mar.  31,  308. 


Snmmerhill 

Police,  Information  ae  to. 
Q,  Mr.  Sheohy ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Apr.  2. 

091. 


Sogar 

Brussels  ConTontion — Renewal  Propoaaln. 
Q.  Mr.  Villiors;   As.  Sir  E.  Oroy,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Apr.  28,  1090. 

Duty — Abolition  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Cox;   A,  Mr.  Runciman,  Apr. 
6,  897. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Sheo;   A.  Mr.  Aaqnith,  Apr. 
27,  1020. 

Prioe— Statistics  (1898-1908). 
Q.  Mr.  Cox  ;    A.  Mr.  Keorley,  Apr.  30. 
1382. 

Production    in    United    Kingdom,  En- 
couragement of. 

Q.  Mr.  Fell ;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd-Goorgc, 
May  4,  1623. 

Russian  Stock  and  Provisions  of  Convention 
an  to  Russian  Export. 

Qa.  Mr.  Vitliers ;   A/<.  Sir  E.  ar«y. 
Apr.  30, 139.1. 

Sommary  Jarigdiction  (Ireland)  Bill 

e.  2&.*  Apr.  2S.  1224. 

Snmmerbell,  Kr.  T.  LSunderiand] 

Children  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  1,  r>78-.'>80. 
Kavy 

Engine- Room  Artificers 

Effect  of  \ew  Scheme,  Apr.  28, 
1073. 

Fourth    Class,    OandidatcB  Ex 
amioed  for,  Apr.  2H.  1072. 

&4 


Stylepark 

Purchase  and  Disposal  of. 

^"  *!J'pr°g,m'"'^'^'  ^'  BandayClofling  (Shops)  Bill 

J.  Bcjmrt  from  Standing  Committee,  Mar. 
31,  247. 
Jfep.*  Apr.  2,  035. 

Snperannnatioa 

Appdintmont  without  Certificate^,  Apr.  2, 
034,  640  :  Apr.  6,  883,  KR9. 

Swansea 

Education  Dispute — Present  Position. 
Qn.    Lord  R.  (Veil;  Ai.  Mr.  J^Kenoa, 

A  pr.  6,  948. 

Swansea  Valley  Oas  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Apr.  6, 

8S1. 

Swindon 

police  Court — Cnne  of  J,  Dixon. 
Q.   Colonel  LtK'kwood  :  A.  Mr.  Buxtoo, 
Apr.  fl,  9«. 

Swine  Fever 

IU>ftult  of  In  vex  ligation  into. 
Q.  Mr.  ('oiirtho|>e;  A.  Sir  E.  StraoKev, 

Apr.  ■>.  cm. 

Swinton  and  Uezborongli  Gas  Bill 

c  Con.*  Apr.  30.  1393. 
3r.*  May  4,  1613. 

Taff  ValeBailway  Bill 

/.  3r.*  Mar.  31.  245.  C i-i^n\c> 
c.  iR.*  Apr.  h         by  V^UOyiL 
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Tffailoring  Indnstry 

Prosecutions  under  ParticulaxB  Ciauso. 
Qa.     Mr.  Hay;   As.    Mr.  H.  Samuel, 
Apr.  30,  1401. 

7albot,  Lord  E.  [Snwiex,  Chicheater] 

Children  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  1.  589. 
TaHwt,  Bt  Hon.  J.  0.  [Oxford  University] 

Lnw  CourtB— Dutios  of  Shorthand  Writers, 
Mar.  31,  296. 


[Tai— Tom 


Taxation 

Collection— Powers  of  end  Control,  over 
Collectors. 
Q.   Mr,  Maclean  ;  A,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  6.  890. 

Locnl  {Ireland)  Rotuma  (1906-7)  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  30,  2,  55. 

Sorveydr's  Clerks,  Status  of, 

Q,     Mr.  O'Grody ;  A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  2,  700. 

Widening  Baflis  of,  Necossity  for. 
Oa.     Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  31.  435- 
438 ;  Mr.  Bunoiman,  438. 

Tea 

Low>clasB  China  Tea,  Restriction  of  Im- 
portation of,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  S.  King;  A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  30,  65. 

Telegraph  (Conitmotion)  Bill 

Memorandum  showing  Effect  of.  Return  as 
to — Orders  Road  and  Discharged,  Apr 
«,  890. 

Telegraph  SMvioe 

[See  also  Names  of  Places.] 

Codes — Proposals  as  to  Clause  8. 
Q.     Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.   Mr.  Buxton. 
Apr.  30,  1407. 

Learners,  Qualifications  required  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  -4.   Mr.  Buxton,  Apr. 
],  482. 

Messengers,  Adult  Night,  Pay  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  3f ay  4, 
1021. 

Press  Telegrams,  Loss  involved  by  Cheap 
Bates  for. 
Q.     Mr.  Watt;   A.    Mr.  Bnston, 

Mar.  30,  93. 
Q.    Mr.  Jowett;  A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Apr.  27,  1028. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Services 

Accounts — Work  of  Committee. 

Q.    Mr.  Cox;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  i4pr. 
678. 

Telephone  Service 

Choice  of  Instruments — French  System. 
Q.     Sir  E.  Sassoon;    ^1.    Mr.  Bii.\ton, 
Apr.  30,  1406. 

Foreigners  employed. 

Q«.  Mr.  Hay  ;'A«.  Mr.  Buxton,  Apr.  30, 
1408. 


Policy  as  to  Rates,  etc. 
Q.      Mr.  Hudson; 
Apr.  1,  47fi. 


A.    Mr.  Buxton, 


Templemore 

Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstatement  of. 
Q.   Mr.  Ffrench  ;  .<4.  Mr.  Birrell,  May  4, 
1629. 

Tenement  HouBes 

Sanitary  Arrangements — Powers  of  Local 
Authorities. 
Q.   Mr.  Homiroan ;  ^.  Mr.  Bums, 
Apr.  28,  1069. 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  [BerwiekKhire] 

Hillsborough— Fatality  to  C.  E.  Gash, 
Apr.  1,  496. 

Territorial  Porce 

See  under  Army. 

Testamentary  Beqnests 

Limitations  by  I^aw  in  certain  Foreign 
Countries — Return  ordered.  Mar.  31, 
295. 

Thunei  Conservancy 

General  Report  and  Accounts  Prraentod, 
Apr.  28,  1049. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  ProposalK 

as  to,  Apr.  14,  984. 

Miskin,  Higher — Licensed  Premises,  In 
formation  as  to,  ^pr.  14,  983. 

Small  Holdings— Charges  for  Sinking  Fund 
and  Interest,  Power  of  Local  Authority 
to  exclude  from  Rent,  Apr.  3,  813. 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  [Glamorganshire,  B.] 

Death  of  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman, 
Apr.  27,  1039. 

Thompsont  Mr*  J.  W>  K  [Somerset,  £] 

Volunteer  Long-Serviee  Medal,  Award  of, 

under  New  Scheme,  Mar.  30,  79. 

Thornton,  Mr.  P-  M-  ]Clapham] 

Torpedo-Boat   Destroyers — OonBtruction 
Proposals,  May  4,  1040. 

Tillett.  Mr.  L-  J-  [Norwich] 

Norwich — Fa(^ilities  for  Stamping  of  Docu- 
ments, May  4.  lOS.'). 


Tipton 

Case  of  D,  Pearson. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;  A. 
stone,  ^pr.  2,  644. 


Mr.  Giad. 


Tobacco 

Samples,  Conditions  of  admitting. 
Q.    Mr.  Coiirthope;    A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
Apr.  1,  520, 

Tomkinson,  Mr.  T.  [Cheshire  Crnwe] 

Eocleaiastioal  Commissioners'  Leases,  Lia. 
bility  for  Compensation  on  Non>Re> 
newal  of,  Apr.  28.  1060.  1100. 

Shrewsbury  Rail«^,„J^j^ieF,0( 
of  Inquiry,  Apr729.  im 


Tra— TarJ 
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Traction  Engines 

Tax  on,  propoaed. 
Q.    Ur.  Sloan;  A.    lir.  ABOuttli,  illir. 
27, 1080. 

Trade,  Board  of 

Pruidem—nt.  Hon.  W.  S.  ChurohiU. 

Parliamentary  Setretar^ — Mr.    H.  E. 
Kearley. 

BiiildingB,  Renovation  of. 
Oa.    Mr  C.  E.  Price,  Apr.  2,  740 ;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  743. 

Trade  Combinations 

Restriction  of  proposed. 
Q.    Sir  a.  Parker;    A.    Mr.  Asquith 
Apr.  29,  1266.. 

Trade  Dispntes  Bill 

r.  iR.*  Apr.  2,  707. 

Trade  Beports 

Annual  Series  Presented,  Apr.  1,  440,  475  ; 
Apr.  2,  634.  640 ;  Apr.  3,  810 ;  Apr.  6, 
882  J  Apr.  14, 962,  972 ;  Apr.  27,  1025, 
Apr.  28. 1048. 

Form.  Revision  of,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  Lynch;   A.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr, 
28,  1096. 

Miacellaneoua  Series  presented.  Am.  14. 
962.  972. 

Tramways  Order  Conflrmation  (So.  1)  Bill 

I.  Rep.*,  Apr.  14,  961. 

Tramways  and  Light  Hallways  (Street 
and  Bead) 

Return  Ordered,  Apr.  14,  976. 

Transvaal 

Chinese  Labour  Continuoiioe  —  Tabling  of 
Correspondence  proposed. 
Q.    Jfr.     Lonsdale;       A.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Jfor.  SO,  86. 

Civil  Servants — Be-employment  on  Ro- 
tronchment. 
Q.   Sir  O.  Parker;     A.  Colonel 
Seely,  Apr.  30,  1391. 

Indentured  Labour  Laws  Temporary  C!on- 
tinuance  Act — CorreBpondenco  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  962,  972. 

Mines— Labour  Statistics 
Q.    Mr.  Fell;   A.    Mr.  ChurohiU,  >4«r. 
6,  931. 

White  Labour  in  Mines 

Effect  of  Withdrftwiil  of  Chinese. 
Qa.    Mr.  Bridgeman,  Sir  G.  Parker. 
Aa.   m.  Churchill.  Mar.  31, 
309. 

Report  of  Committee. 
Q.     Mr.    Wedgwood  i     A.  Mr. 
Churchill,  .4pr,(S,  931. 

Result  of  Experiment, 

Q.  Mr.  Fiennes  ;  A.    Mr.  Ohurrhill, 

Mr.  Speaker,  Apr.  n,  930. 
Qt.    Mr.  Fell,  Sir  G.  Parker ;  Aa. 

Oolonel  SiH-ly,  May  4,  1651. 

8G 


Trawling 

See  under  FishorioB. 

Treasary 

Firat  Lord— Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Asquith. 
Financial  Secretary — ilb.  C.  B.  Hobho  sc. 

Permanent  Assistant  Seorotary — Selection 
of  Mr.  Blain. 

Q.    Mr.  Field  ;  A.   Mr.  Bnnciman, 
Apr.  2,  648. 

Treaty  of  Paris.  1856 

Modification.  Proposals  for. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashley  ;  A.    Sir  E.  Grey.  Mar. 
31,  313. 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Yorks,  W.R.,  Elland} 

Liquor  Traffic  —  Borrowing  by  Locnl 
Authorities,  biformation  as  to,  Apr. 
1,  483. 

Trinidad 

East  Indian  CoolieSt  Ftol^sts  against  Im- 
portation of. 
Q,    Mr.    Summerbell ;       A,  Mr. 
ChurohiU,  Mar.  31,  309. 

Immigration  Ordinance,  Terms  of  Amend- 
ment to. 

Q.    Mr.    Summerbell ;       A.  Mr. 
ChurohiU,  Apr.  1,  403. 

LegislatiTe   Council   Finance  Committee 
Meetings,  Admission  to. 

Q.    Mr.    SummerbeU ;       A.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  31,  308. 

Port  of  Spain  Town  Properties,  Anotion  of 
Land  for  Repairs  to. 

Q.    Mr.    Saramerbell ;    A.  Mr. 
ChorchUU  Apr.  1,  493. 

Railway  Employees,  Fines  on  (1906-7). 
Q.   Mr.  Summerbell ;    Aa  Mr.  Chur- 
ohiU, Mar.  31»  308. 

Tristan  da  Cnnha 

Despatch  of  Mails  to. 

Major  Anstrnther-Gray ;  Aa.  Bfr. 
Bunoiman.  Apr.  2,  66a 

Tulsk 

Keaneny,  Mr.,  Speech  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale;     A.    Mr.  T.  W. 

Russell,  Apr.  29,  1263. 
Q.    Captain  Craig;     A,    Mr.  Birrell, 
May  4,  1630. 

Turkey 

Cnstoms  Increase,  Allocation  of  Revrauc 
from. 

Qa.   Sir  S.  Bassoon,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr  Bowles  i  As,   Sir  E.  Grey, 

Apr.  30,  1394. 

Memorandum  by  Adjoints  of  the  Powers 
at  Salonika,  Date  of  PrcBonting. 
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tPweedmontll,  Lord — Lord  President  of  the 
Council 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Aff»irB 
in  —  CorreHpondonce  between  Lady 
Cathcart  and  Seoretaiy  for  Scotland 
Mar.  31,  284,  285. 

TJist,  South 

Bornish  Farm,  Seizure  of  by  Cottars. 
Os.    Earl  of  Camperdown,   Mar.  31, 
264-267. 

Unemployed  Act 

Grants  to  Distreittt  ('oinmittc*w — Views  of 
AsHOciation  of  Municipal  Corporations. 
Q,    Mr.  Clvnos ;    As.    Mr.  Burmi, 
Mar.  SI,  318. 

Soldiers,  Application  to. 

Q.    Captain  Fnber ;    .-1.    Mr.  Siltlaiie, 
Apr.  30,  1378. 

Unemployment 

Opportunity  for  Diitoiuiaion  of  Matter. 
Qa.    Afr.  Goulding;   As.    Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  30,  109. 

United  States 

Trade  Report  Freiiented,  Apr.  14,  062. 

Toooination 

£atitmaa,  Mr.  F.  D.,  Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Jackson ;      A.    He.  Bunu, 
Mar.  30,  62. 

Scotland — ^Annual  Report  Presented,  Mar. 
30,  2. 

Tatenay  and  Barra 

Area  and  Bating  Value  of  Vatmay. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  T>.  White  ;  A.    Mr.  Stnolair, 
Apr.  28,  1053. 

Condition  of  Affairs  in — CorrespondeQce 
between  Lady  Catboart  and  Secretary 
for  Scotland. 

Os.  Eart  of  Camperdown,  Mar. 
31,  262-274  ;  Lord  Herschell, 
274-276;  Lord  Lovat,  276- 
278  ;  MsrquesH  of  Lansdowne, 
278-284;  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
S84,  286 :  £arl  of  Boaebery. 
285-289. 

Lord-Advooate,  Advice  given  by. 
Qs.    Mr.  E.  Wason,  Mr.  Gulland;  A. 
Mr.  T.  Shaw,  Apr.  6,  894. 

Tenesnela 

Trade  Report  Presented.  Apr,  1,  446. 

Tentry  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Apr,  2,  694. 

Temey,  Hr.  F.  W.  [Buckinghamabiie,  N.] 
Hop  Industry,  Effect  of  Amerioan  Com- 
petition on,  Apr.  14,  1018. 

Veterinary  Sm^eonB*  Acts 

Amendment  Proposals,  Prott»jt<t  agaiust* 
Q.    Mr.    Ffrcnch ;      A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  30,  102. 

tt7 


Victoria  and  Albert  Uaseom 

Architecture  of. 

Os.    Sir  C.  Schwami,  Apr.  3,' 736. 

Villiera,  Mr.  E.  A.  [BriKbton] 
Sugar 

Brussels  Convention — Bcnewal  Pro- 
posals, A  pr.  28,  1090. 

Russian  Stocks  and  Provisions  of 
Convention  as  to  Russian  Export, 
Apr.  30,  1306,  1396. 

ViTieeotion 

Dog  Licences  Kept. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Griffith  ;  A,    Mr.  Bunoiman, 
Apr.  2,  687. 

Vivisection  (Abolition)  Bill 

c.  l&.*,Apr.  2,  707. 

Volunteers 

Annual  Return  Presented,  Apr.  28,^10^9. 
Bishop,  George,  Case  of. 
Qa.    Sir  G.  Parker  ;  A.  Mr.^Hildane, 

Apr.  28,  1078. 

Conditions  of  Transfer  to  New  Force. 
Q.    Mr.  SeaTorns;    A.    Mr.  Qaldane, 

Apr.  2,  660. 

Drill  Halls,  Proposals  for  taking  over. 
Qa.    Mr.   Fell,   Earl  Winterton ;  Aa. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Apr,  1,  487. 

Enlistments  and  Discharges  in  1907-8. 
Q.    Mr.   Ashley ;      A.    Mr.  Haldanc, 
May  4,  1642. 

Garrison  Artillery— Becall  of  Breech-Load- 
ing Guns. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashley ;  A.    Mr.  Haldanc, 
May  4,  1646. 

I<ong  Service  Medal,  Conditions  of  Granting 
under  New  Scheme. 
Q.    Mr.  Seavems  ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane, 

Apr.  2,  661. 
Q.    Mj.  Fiennes  ;  ^.    Mr.  Hatdaon, 

Apr.  6,  923. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  W.  H.  ThomiMon  i  A. 
Mr.  Haldtuie,  Mar.  30,  79. 
Quartermasters  —  Posititm    under  New 
Scheme. 

Q.    Mr.  Rocs ;    A.    Mr.  Holdane, 
Jfar.  30,  77. 

Strength  on  31st  March. 

Q.    Mr.  H.  H.  Marks  ;  A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
May,  4,  1648. 

Walker  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Brett. 
Q.    Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.   Mr.  Birrell,  Afor. 
30,  100. 

WabnerCaatle 

Maintenance  of. 
Os.    Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Apr.  2,  734  ;  Mr. 
Haraourt,  736. 

WalsaU 

Queen  Mary's  Grammar  School — Case  of 
Jellyman. 

Qa.    Mr.  T.  F.  Richards  ;  Aa.  i^, 
BunoimaA,  Apr.  29,^125^. C 


War— Wat] 


War  Office 

8tcretary  of  A'to^Right  UoD.  H.  B. 
Ualdane. 

Parliamentury  iitcrdary — Lord  Lucaa. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  F.  I).  Acland. 

Boot  OoDtracte,  Specitications  in. 
Q.    Hr.  T.  F.  RiohardB ;  A.    Mr.  Hal- 
dano,  Apr,  6,  923. 

"Coach  and  UorBes"  Public-house,  Salo 
of  tee  under  Hilsea. 

Contracts  given  abroad^  Return  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  A.  F.  Stanley;    A.    Mr.  Hal- 
danu,  Apr.  6,  005. 

Now  Buildings,  Alteration  in,  projKwed. 
Oe.    Mr.  C.  E.  Price.  A-pr.  2,  740 ;  Mr. 
Harcourt.  743. 

Official  HvsidenceH,  Provision  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale ;    A.    Mr.  Ualdanu, 
Apr.  6,  926. 

Storohouso  ()lork»,  Puy  of. 

Qt.    Mr.  C  Monuy  ;  Mr.  ('rooka;  An. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  30,  138G. 

Warlike  Stores,  Expenditure  on  {I907'-8). 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Hope;     A.    Mr.  Acland, 
May  1,  1534. 

Ward,  Mr.  J.  IStoke  on  Trent] 

Dock  Accidents,  Inquiry  into,  Jfor.  30, 
88. 

Granite — Railway  Carriage  per  ton,  Jfur. 

^,  90. 

India — Telegraph  Strike,  present  Position, 
Apr.  28,  1085. 

Post  Oflico — Cost  of  Living  in  various 
Towns,  Basis  of  estimating,  Apr.  28, 
1099. 

Shops  Bill,  2B.,  May  2,  1688. 

Shrewsbury  Post  Office,  Classiiication  of, 
Apr.  28,  1098. 

Staffordshire  Licensed  Houses  olosod 
(1905-7),  Mar.  30,  89. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Post  Office,  Systom  of 
Classifying,  Apr.  28,  1098. 

Warde,  Colonel  C-  E.  [Kent,  Medway] 

Elementary  Education  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill — Power  to  compel  Teachers 
to  give  Religious  Instruction,  Mar.  30, 

01  ;   Mar.  30,  93. 

Wardle,  Mr.  G.  J.  [Stockport] 

AthertOD  Station  Railway  Accident,  Cause 
of,  Apr.  6,  943. 

Civil  Disorder,  MiUtary  Assistance  in 
quelling — Proposals  for  Inquiry,  Apr. 
28,  1003, 

Waring,  Captain  W-  [Banffshire] 

Moray  P^rtli  Illegal  Trawling,  Proposals 
for  dealing  with,  Apr.  30.  1412. 

88 
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Wason,  St.  Hon.  E.  [Clackmannan  and  Kin- 
ross] 

Barra  and  Vatersay — Advice  given  by 
Lord  Advocate,  Apr.  6,  804. 

Midwivea  Act  1902 — Payment  ot  Doctor's 
Fee,  May  i,  1660. 

Waaon,  Kr.  J.  C.  [Orkney  and  Shettand] 

Abeokut»— Treaty  witii  Alake  in  1893, 
May  4,  1650. 

Logos  expropriated  Natives,  Compensation 

tj.  May  4,  1650. 

Motors 

Excessive   Speed   on  Public  Roads, 
Restriction  of,  Apr.  2,  677,  678. 

Uill-climbiQg  Contests  on  Public  High 
vays,  Apr.  2,  652. 

Penalty  for  not  Stopping  after  Run- 
ning Ovec  pBTBons,  Apr.  80, 1404. 

Speed-limit — ^Applications  from  Local 
Authorities,  Mar.  36,  92,  83. 

Shetland 

Mail  Service,  Memorial  as  to,  Apr.  JO, 
1406. 

St.  Magnus  Bay,  Protection  of,  against 
Illegal  Trawling,  Mar.  30,  98. 

Scattald  Grazing  Lands,  Disposal  of, 
Apr.  30.  1411. 

Whaling  Industry 

Irish  Coast,  Bylaws  as  to,  .:lpr.  2,  691. 

Stations,  Sanitaticm  of,  Apr.  30,  1411. 

Whaling  Stations  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  29. 
1267-1269. 

Watt,  Mr.  H.  A.  [Glasgow  College] 

Cattle  Importation — Canadian  Rcgulationti, 
Apr.  28, 1057. 

Clyde  Fisberies  —  E3ffect  of  Use  of  Seine 
Net,  Apr.  6,  951. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill.  Proposal  as 
to,  Maj/  4,  1657. 

Colonial  Office  Legal  Appointments — Age 
Limit,  Mar.  31,  307,  308. 

Companies — Limitation  of  Power  of  Voting 
by  Proxy,  proposed,  Apr.  6,  941. 

Education   (Sootlutd)    Bill  —  Effect  on 

PoBition  of  Women  Voters,  A  pr.  1,  503 , 

Inland  Revenue— Case  of  F.  Farrington, 
Apr.  2,  099. 

Revenue  Buildings,  Vote  for,  Apr.  2,  727. 

Sheriffs'  Clerks,  Avocations  of.  Mar.  30, 09. 

Slaughter-houses,  System  of  Letting,  ^pr. 

2,  054. 

Telegraph  Service — Loaa  iiivolvwl  by  Cheap 
Rates  for  Press  Telegrams,  Mar.  30, 
93. 

Trawling — British  Vessels  Rogistcxed  in 
Norway  —  Frovi8i<Hla^  of  ^Nflnresiaa 
Uw,  Mm  31i91i^^^^^i 
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edgwood.  Hr,  J.  C.  [Newcastle-under- 

Austria-Hnngary — Csernova  and  Slovak 
DisturbfUices,  Report  on,  Apr.  2,  670, 
671. 

Earthenware  and  China — Lead,  poisoning 
Committee,  Constitution  of,  Apr.  6, 
937. 

Egypt — Mecca  Pilgrims,  Measores  for 
Safeguarding,  Mor.  30,  87. 

Xjioensing  Bill — ^Temperance  CHibs,  Ex- 
olosion  of,  proposed,  Apr.  1,  S18. 

Navy — Battleshipa,  Auxiliary  Engines  on 
Modem  Vessel  compared  wit^  one  of 
J877,  Mar.  30,  56. 

Newoastle-under-Lyme,  Licensed  Premises 

Closed,  Apr.  2,  674. 

Persian  Customs  Service—Nationality  of 
Employees,  Apr.  1,  494;  Apr.  6,  934. 

Transvaal — White  Labour  in  Mines,  Re. 
port  of  Committee.  Apr.  6,  031. 


'Weir,  Kr.  J,  G.  [Boss  and  Cromarty] 

Cotfeara  and  Fishermen,  Proposals  for  Im- 
proving Position  of,  Apr.  8,  893. 

C^fters  Commission,  Chairman  of,  Apr. 
2,  688. 

Fisheries 

Nets  Destroyed  by  IVswlen — ^Bleunres 
for  Proseentioti  of  OflEenders,  Apr. 
2,  688.  689. 

Scottish  Grounds,  Protection  of — ^Fnnds 
available  for  additional  Cmiser, 
Apr  2,  688. 

I^avling  Prosecutions  round  Scottish 
Coast  (1907).  Apr.  2,  688. 

I<ewis.  Island  of 

Aiguish  Houses  with  Smoky  Chimneys, 
May  4,  1666. 

Landless  People.  Decision  as  to.  May 
4.  1665. 

Morrich  More  Lands,  Disposal  of.  May  4, 
1666. 

Small  Holdings,  Scotland,  Legislation  for, 
prt^MMed,  Apr.  2,  687. 

Waitlmry  LeiiplL 

School  AcccHnmodation. 
Q.  Dr.  Rutherford  ;  A.  Mr.  Rnnoiman, 
I  Apr.  30,  1410. 


Veitmeath 

Case  of  Mrs.  M.  Wilson. 
Q.   Bb.  Delany:  A,  1^.  Birrell.  ^pr. 
0.  916. 

Valuation,  Basis  of  Calonlating. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Nugent ;  A.  Mr.  Bnnoiman, 
Apr.  2,  695. 

Thile  Fiiheriei  (Ireland)  Bill 
Proposals  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Law ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  BusseU, 
Mar.  SO,  59. 
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Whaling  Indnitry 

Irish  Coast,  Byelaws  as  to. 

Qb.    Mr.  H.  Law,  Mr.  J.  C.  Waaoa,  Mr. 
A.  S.  WiUon  ;  At.  Mr.  T.  W.  Buesell, 

Apr.  2,  690. 

Licences,  Restrictions  on  Granting. 
Q.    Mr.  Morton;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair,  jlpr . 
2,  602. 


Petitions,  etc.,  against. 

Mr.  H.  Law.  Major  Anstrother- 


Qs. 

Gray ; 
503. 

Sanitation  of  Stations. 
Qt.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason 
Apr.  30,  1411. 


.  again 
.  Lan 

As.    Mr.  Sinclair,  Apr.  1, 


At.  Mr.  Sinclair, 


Whaling  Stations  Bill 

c.  Intro,  and  1b.,  Apr.  29,  1267,  1270t 

WhalleyErtate 

Case  of  B.  Batterstm. 
Q.     Mr.  Mumaghaa;  A.   Vb.  Bimll, 
Apr.  2,  667. 

Wheat 

Price— Method  of  striking  Average. 

Q*.  Mr.  Bowles  ;  As.  Mr.  Uoyd-Oewge, 
Apr.  6,  938. 

Whitbread,  Hr.  S.  H.  [HnntiogdoasMre 
Huntingdon] 

Licensing  Bill,  2il,  Apr.  29,  1319-1329. 

White  Estate 

Case  of  J.  McKieman. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Smyth  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell. 
Mar.  30,  67. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstatement  of. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  F.  Smyth ;  A,  Mr.  Birnll, 
Mar.  30,  101. 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  Delany;  A.   Mr.  Cherry,  if  or. 
31,  327. 

White,  Hr.  T.  D.  [Dumbartonshire] 

Cloch  Point,  Land  purchased  by  War  Office 
and  Resold — Annual  Valne  tax  Bating, 

Mar.  32,  298. 

Indian   Churches,   Number  Consecrated, 
etc.,  Apr.  28,  1067. 

Old   Kilpatrick  Cemetery,   Purchase  '  of 
Land  for,  Apr.  24,  985. 

Vatersay  and  Barra — Area  and  Rating 
Value  of  Vatersay,  Apr.  28,  1053. 

White,  Kr.  L.  [Yorkshire.  E.a,  Buakrose] 

Coroners'  Inqueata  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  3,  803, 
866. 

White.Mr.P.(M«th,N.] 

Possextown — Case   of   Miss   M.  Clarke, 

Apr.  2,  481. 
Prisons  —  Flogging  Regulations,  Apr.  1, 
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